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By Nelson A. King 
The Trump administration 

on Tuesday congratulated the 
Bahamas on its 45th anniver-
sary of political independence 
from Great Britain.

“On behalf of President 
Trump and the people of the 
United States, I congratulate 
the people of The Bahamas on 
45 years of independence,” said 
U.S. Secretary of State Michael 
R. Pompeo in a statement.

“The United States and The 
Bahamas share an enduring 
partnership built on maritime 
cooperation, regional security, 
long-standing exchanges of 
university students, and trade- 
and investment-driven prosper-
ity,” he added. 

“This partnership continues 
to deepen, as evidenced by the 
successful 2018 Tradewinds 
exercise and regional securi-
ty efforts through Operation 
Bahamas Turks and Caicos.

“Today, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to supporting The 
Bahamas as we together har-
ness opportunities to build a 
safe and more prosperous world 
for the next generation, as 
underscored in the Caribbean 
2020 strategy,” Pompeo contin-
ued. “On this joyous occasion, 
the United States wishes the 
people of The Bahamas many 
years of peace and prosperity.”

On Tuesday, the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) joined 
Bahamians in celebrating the 
country’s 45th anniversary of 
independence.

Secretary-General Ambassa-
dor Irwin LaRocque extended 
the Caribbean Community’s 
best wishes in a congratulatory 
message to Bahamian Prime 
Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis.

“The Bahamas has made 
great progress in the 45 years 
since nationhood, making its 
mark particularly in the serv-
ices sector and in sports,” the 
Secretary-General said.

“Prime Minister, your role 
within the CARICOM Quasi-
Cabinet in the area of tourism 
is greatly valued given that sec-
tor’s significant importance to 
the economy of the region,” 
he said.

“The Community also looks 
forward to the continuing lead-
ership of The Bahamas in its 
capacity as the current Chair-
man of the Council for For-
eign and Community relations 
(COFCOR)” he added. 

LaRocque said the theme for 
this year’s independence festivi-
ties, “Celebrate Bahamas: We’ve 
Come This Far by Faith,” is “a 
call to highlight the achieve-
ments of the nation and the 
vast capabilities of the most 
valuable resource, its people.”

The Bahamas became an 
independent Commonwealth 
realm in 1973, retaining the 
British monarch, then and cur-
rently Queen Elizabeth II, as its 
head of state.

 “The way we regard our flag 
serves to demonstrate to the 
world how committed we are in 
maintaining the profound aims 
and objectives of The Bahamas 
as one united nation,” said Gov. 
Gen. Dame Marguerite Pin-
dling at National Pride Day & 
Flag Raising festivities in Raw-
son and Parliament Squares on 
July 6.

“So, wherever we are in 
our homes, our schools, our 
churches or in our communi-
ties we must always remem-

US applauds Bahamian 
independence anniversary

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley, left, with Attorney General Dale Marshall. 
 Photo by George Alleyne

By George Alleyne
The new Barbados adminis-

tration intends to pursue and 
prosecute public officials sus-
pected of corruption as far 
up the ladder as former gov-
ernment ministers, and will 
retake assets gained illegally 
wherever in the world they are 
placed.

Attorney General Dale Mar-
shall made clear this intention 
when he spoke in parliament 
Tuesday of millions of tax-
payer dollars siphoned out of 

the National Treasury in dubi-
ous contracts that could have 
been permitted only by min-
isters of a past government, 
some who openly enjoyed the 
benefits.

“They need to take warn-
ing. I know that people can 
find all kinds of ways to try 
to hide anything but we also 
know that in time … every 
single one of those indi-
viduals who we can iden-
tify, they’re going to have to 
give an explanation to the 

people of this country as 
to how they came by those 
ill-gotten gains and prove to 
the people of this country 
that they were come by hon-
estly,” Marshall said signal-
ling that since the May 24 
emergence of a government 
led by Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley, there is a new sher-
iff in town.

As he introduced an Integ-
rity in Public Life bill for 
anti-corruption legislation, 

Barbados government targeting 
country’s corrupt officials

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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service your vehicle. We assure you that the trip will be 
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By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Councilman Jumaane 

Williams was arrested this week for 
protesting United States President 
Donald J. Trump’s nominee for the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

New York State Lt. Gov. candi-
date Williams, the son of Grena-
dian immigrants, who represents the 
45th Council District in Brooklyn, 
was arrested Monday night outside 
Trump Tower in midtown Manhattan 
as he protested Trump’s nomination 
of District of Columbia’s Court of 
Appeals Judge Brett Kavanaugh to 
the highest court in America.

Williams was charged with disor-
derly conduct and released from New 
York Police Department (NYPD) cus-
tody shortly after midnight. 

Before being arrested with a group 
of protesters, Williams called on 
Democrats to find the moral convic-
tion to stand up to Trump and what 
Williams characterized as Trump’s 
“extremely conservative Supreme 
Court nominee.”

“My message is to the Democrats 
who think resistance is just a hash-
tag,” he said to protestors outside 
of Trump’s skyscraper on Fifth Ave-
nue and East 56th Street. “We have 
fought for protections for so many, 
fought hard for black, brown, LGBT, 
for women.

“All of that is now at risk, not 
because of bigoted Republicans, but 
because of Democrats who refused to 
step up because they were afraid,” he 
added. “I am begging all Democrats 
– all those who claim leadership – to 
take a risk, show courage. If you are 
in your comfort zone, you are not 
doing enough.” 

During the rally, Williams empha-
sized his concern that the right-lean-
ing Supreme Court could overturn 
Roe v. Wade, a landmark 1973 ruling 
that made abortion a constitutional 
right.

He also criticized New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo for “failing to 
advance legislation that would pro-
tect women’s rights on the state level 
by empowering the right-leaning 
Independent Democratic Conference 
(IDC).”

“Establishment Democrats, like 
the Gov. Cuomo and Lt. Gov. Hochul 
have led us to where we are today,” 
Williams claimed. “They have had 
every opportunity to pass progressive 
legislation that ensure women have 
access to safe and legal abortion, but 
lacked the moral courage to advance 
what’s right, putting their own per-
sonal political gain ahead of those 

Pol busted 
protesting
nominee

By Alexandra Simon
The normally quiet courtrooms and 

hallways of Brooklyn Supreme Court 
erupted with a display of colorful carni-
val costumes and Caribbean pride and 
culture on June 27.

Kings County Courts’ Caribbean-
American Heritage Month Celebra-
tion honored the contributions immi-
grants from the islands have brought 
to Brooklyn and how they have shaped 
and impacted the borough and the 
city. One of those examples, said an 
organizer, was displaying the vibrancy 
of Caribbean culture and how each 
country in the region offers something 
different.

“Every year we try to do something 
different and this year we wanted to 
show the costumes for people to see,” 
said Betty Matondo-John, secretary 
to State Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Sylvia Hinds-Radix, herself 
a native of the Caribbean island of 
Barbados.

Very often just a few facets of Carib-
bean culture are well-known and cel-
ebrated, Matondo-John noted, and this 
Caribbean heritage event was yet anoth-
er opportunity to share a variety of what 
the region’s nations have to offer.

“A lot of people of other cultures 
don’t know what Caribbean culture is 
like and think we’re all the same but 
we wanted to show what makes differ-
ent and all the aspects that make us 
unique,” she added.

As part of the ceremony in the 
Downtown Brooklyn courthouse, about 
a dozen court officers of Caribbean 
descent were honored for their service 

to the court system. The entertain-
ment was provided by the Brooklyn-
based carnival and mas band, Sesame 
Flyers International, which brightened 
the courtroom with brilliantly-colored 

carnival-themed costumes and head-
dresses.

Matondo-John added that a highlight 
of the event were the remarks by the 
keynote speaker, social justice educa-
tor Jamila Lyiscott, that so resonated 
with some attendees that they became  
emotional.

“Up to now a lot of people are still 
talking about this program and this 
was best the court has ever seen,” said 
Matondo-John. “I’ve been getting noth-

All for culture: Committee members celebrating pictured next to models from Sesame Flyers International at a 
Caribbean heritage at Brooklyn Supreme Court on June 27. From top left, Sharifa John, Hon. Robin Sheares, Hon. 
Sylvia Hinds-Radix, Hon. Michelle Weston, Hon. Dena Douglas, Charles Small, Esq. Chief Clerk Supreme Court Civil. 
Bottom left, Celeste Felix, Hon. Rosemarie Montalbano, Hon. Ruth Shillingford, and Hon. Cenceria Edwards. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

COURTING CARIBBEAN HERITAGE
Kings County courts laud island immigrants’ contributions

(Above) Honorable Sylvia G. Ash 
sporting a carnival headdress at 
the courthouse Caribbean heritage 
celebration (Left) Honorable Sylvia 
Hinds-Radix at the event on June 27.
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on Page 16Continued on Page 8
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Antigua
The Antigua and Barbuda govern-

ment has renewed diplomatic ties with 
Venezuela.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne has 
reiterated solidarity with the Govern-
ment and People of Venezuela after he 
held talks with his South American 
ally.

In a statement the government said 
that the meeting was held “as part 
of Venezuela’s For-
eign Minister tour of 
countries across the 
region.”

Venezuela Foreign 
Minister, Chancellor 
Jorge Arrenza, along with his diplo-
matic team including Resident Ambas-
sador Carlos Perez, recently met with 
Browne, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Chef Greene and other officials in the 
Office of the Prime Minister.

Browne used the opportunity to 
highlight ways in which Antigua and 
Barbuda and Venezuela could strength-
en and deepen their cooperation and 
diplomatic ties, along with possible 
projects for collaborative implementa-
tion, according to the statement.

“The government and people of Anti-
gua and Barbuda stand in solidarity 
with the government and people of 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela,” 
it said.

The main focus of the meeting was to 
find ways of strengthening the relation-
ship between the two countries.

During the high-level meeting, Ven-
ezuela also pledged to assist in the cost 
of rebuilding hurricane-damaged Bar-
buda, the statement said.

Barbados
Under newly instituted procedures, 

airline passengers would no longer be 
able to carry powder-like substances 
on flights departing 
Barbados from the 
Grantley Adams Inter-
national Airport.

Members of the pub-
lic have been advised 
about the new procedures that started 
from June 30, 2018, which affect travel-
ers with powder-like substances and 
granular material over 350 grams, or 
12 ounces.

They will be required to place such 
items in their checked luggage and 
not in their carry-on bags, in order to 
reduce the chance of aviation security 
authorities having to confiscate and 
dispose of these items at the checkpoint 
and/or gate.

Powder-like substances are described 
as fine dry particles caused by the 
grinding, crushing or disintegration of 
a solid substance.

These substances include flour, 
sugar, ground coffee, spices, powdered 

milk, baby powder, foot powder, cook-
ing powder, bath salt, sea salt, sand, 
and cosmetics, among others. However, 
baby formula, and medically necessary 
powder are not included in the new 
restrictions.

Grenada
Trinidad and Tobago’s national air-

line, Caribbean Airlines Limited (CAL), 
is partnering with Spice Mas Corpora-
tion of Grenada as the official airline 
of SpiceMas 2018. The SpiceMas street 
parade takes place on 
August 13 and 14.

CAL chief executive 
officer, Garvin Medera 
said this is the second 
year that CAL is part-
nering with the SpiceMas Corporation 
and the first year as the official airline.

“As an airline, we are committed to 
supporting culture and this year we 
have been privileged to partner with 
most of the regional carnivals and other 
festivals in the destinations we serve,” 
he said.

Kirk Seethalal, chief executive offic-
er of SpiceMas Corporation said, “we 
are delighted to partner with Carib-
bean Airlines again this year. Caribbean 
Airline has been an excellent partner 
to Grenada, providing Grenadians and 
visitors access to our shores with a safe, 
reliable and economical service.”

The airline offers daily service to 
Grenada’s Maurice Bishop International 

Airport, with easy connections to other 
destinations in the Caribbean Airlines 
network.

Haiti
Former Haitian coup leader Lieuten-

ant General Henri Namphy has died 
in the neighboring 
Dominican Republic 
after a long battle with 
cancer. He was 85.

Namphy, who lived 
in exile in the Domini-
can Republic, headed Haiti’s military 
government after the fall of the Duva-
lier family dictatorship.

He became head of the interim 
National Council of Government that 
took charge of Haiti in l986 when Jean-
Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier fled into 
exile in France.

Nampy also served as Haiti’s presi-
dent before he was ousted in a coup in 
l988. His presidency lasted only three 
months after which he fled Thed to the 
Dominican Republic.

Jamaica
The Jamaica government is moving 

to ensure that it will not left behind 
in the growing global 
medical marijuana 
industry.

Jamaica’s Minis-
ter of Industry, Com-
merce, Agriculture and Fisheries Aud-
ley Shaw said that while Jamaica has 

only decriminalized the use of up to two 
ounces of marijuana and issued a few 
licenses for production and processing, 
the product is now legal in Canada and 
31 states in the USA have been produc-
ing and using it for medicinal and rec-
reational purposes.

Shaw said the country needs to move 
quickly to take advantage of opportu-
nities in the growing of cannabis and 
manufacture of the products.

The minister said he is working with 
the Ministry of Health and the Canna-
bis Licensing Authority (CLA) “to move 
faster and more aggressively to get up to 
the level of world competition.”

Shaw was at the time addressing 
an Agricultural Technology Symposium 
under the theme “Sustainable Growth 
in the Agriculture Sector with Science 
and Technology Engineering” recently 
held at the Isratech Jamaica Limited 
Group of Companies, in the parish of 
Manchester.

St. Lucia
Thirty-six St. Lucians have been 

deported from the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Martinique since 
the start of this year.

This was revealed by 
the head of the Immi-
gration Department, 
Assistant Superin-
tendent, Sean Alexan-
der, who said the deportations stemmed 

Guyana’s First Lady speaks
At the Conversation and Fundraiser Luncheon at Tropical Paradise Banquet Hall were, from left, Burchell Marcus; James Richmond; 

Dr. Candane Cummings; Roxanne Reece; H.E. Sandra Granger, First Lady of Guyana; Consul General Hon. Barbara Atherly; Brian K. 

Roberts; Sharif Barker Fraser; Doris Rodney, and Burgette Williams-Forde. See story on page 24.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Continued on Page 16
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Members of an organ-
ization dubbed 
Empowering Future 
Minds (EFM) exem-

plified a mission to help young 
women in Jamaica by hosting a 
fund-raiser at Markie B’s Jamai-
can Cuisine in Jamaica, Queens 
recently.

Their total membership com-
prises just more than a handful 
Jamaican women — residing in 
Silver Springs, Maryland, Long 
Island, N.Y. and Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla. yet they are amplifying the 
phrase that many are called but 
few are chosen.

According to their web portal, 
together the women for women 
project is “a group of friends and 
associates all connected by our 
love of Jamaica and our desire to 
make a change. For many of us, 
our lives have been enriched by 
the amazing experience we had 
going to high school in Jamaica. 
We have all had fond memories 
and built lasting friendships, but 
it was not always easy for our 
parents to pay the expenses. As 
Jamaicans living abroad, we rec-
ognize that fact and as such, have 
made a commitment to help 
change the lives of the many tal-

ented young ladies attending our 
and some of your alma maters.”

In just four years board mem-
bers Jacqueline Archer; Suzane 
Archer, president; Sheree Miller, 
public relations specialist; Patri-
cia Gascoigne, treasurer; Solea 
Morris, secretary; Karen Hutch-
inson, marketing executive 
and Georgia Lee, event plan-
ner seem to be making a differ-
ence by empowering youths on 
the island to pursue education 
against all odds.

In order to raise funds to help 
the ambitious young women in 
the homeland, the committed 
ensemble traveled from various 
locations on June 30 to raise 
funds and awareness about the 
plight of many disfranchised 
students.

Brandishing a banner bearing 
a quote from Brigham Young 
saying “you educate a man, you 
educate a man; you educate a 
woman, you educate a genera-

tion,” they personified aims and 
purposeful examples of how a 
few can help the least empow-
ered gender in the Caribbean 
nation.

The women believe “every 
mickel make a muckle” and 
have invested time, energy and 
creative fundraising methods to 
raise funds to aid in the educa-
tion of students from Ardenne 
High School, Holy Childhood, 
Alpha Academy, St. Hugh’s, 
Queens High, Tivoli Gardens 
Primary, St. Andrew High, 
Immaculate Conception High, 
Peter Claver Primary and Wolm-
ers High School.

Employing simple methods 
to aid in the process, they have 
assisted in providing backpacks, 
school supplies and even read-
ing glasses to needy students.

To that end, in the past they 
have held a dominoes tourna-
ment, hosted a fund-raising gala 
in Florida, sponsored raffles, 

and this latest effort in New York 
City offered dinner, cocktails, 
dancing and prizes to patrons.

“We want to make a differ-
ence,” Archer said.

Despite lacking of a travel 
budget, the committed women 

traveled from various loca-
tions on the eve of the July 1 
anniversary birthday of Dennis 
Emanuel Brown and the Inde-
pendence Day holiday week to 
fulfill their commitment.

Catch You On the Inside!

Building powerful women in Jamaica

Members of an organization dubbed Empowering Future 
Minds (EFM) exemplifi ed a mission to help young women 
in Jamaica by hosting a recent fund-raiser at Markie B’s Ja-
maican Cuisine in Jamaica, Queens. Behn Goldis

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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ing but positive feedback — everyone 
loved it, and from what I understand 
our speaker was absolutely amazing. 
She moved people so much that some 
were moved to tears.”

Matondo-John says she and other 

members of the Caribbean heritage 
committee are already planning next 
year’s festivities, adding that this year’s 
display honoring Caribbean culture has 
set the bar high.

“The whole thing was awesome. It 
was a wonderful event attended by a lot 
of wonderful people and it was phenom-
enal,” she said. 

“We outdid last year, and I wonder 
how we’re going to outdo next year.”

I’m not a 
medical 
professional

ber to show respect for ourselves,” she 
added.

 As Bahamians celebrated, she admon-
ished that they always show respect 
to this “sacred” symbol, according to 
Bahamasweekly.com.

It said Bahamians, including chil-
dren enrolled in summer camps, clad in 
the gold, aquamarine and black colors 
of the Flag, “filled Parliament Square 
and beamed with pride as they clapped, 
danced, and waved their Flags in cel-
ebration.

“Government officials, diplomatic 
community representatives and Baha-
mians of all walks of life joined in the 

festivities,” the online publication said.
It said the colorful flag-raising cere-

mony, led by the Governor-General, was 
among the activities organized by the 
45th National Independence Committee 
to mark National Pride Day.

Activities included announcement of 
the winners of the 45th National Inde-
pendence Essay Competition, organized 
by the Ministry of Education, which 
was held for students in the primary, 
junior and senior high school divisions; 
entertainment by the Bahamas Nation-
al Youth Orchestra, Charlie da Yellow 
Bahamian, the Police Youth Band (Mt. 
Moriah Transformers), the Scorched 
Conch Band, and Tropical Depression.

The people’s choice and the judg-
es’ choice winners of the 45th Nation-
al Independence Recording Artists 
Search, organized by the Ministry of 
Youth, Sports and Culture, were also 
announced, Bahamasweekly.com said, 
adding that the finalists in the song 
competition demonstrated their talents 
to the audience with performances in 
Rawson Square.

Bahamas’ 40th 
anniversary 
celebration

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 3 

Marshall recapped sordid accounts 
of public officials okaying con-
struction and other million-dollar 
contracts behind closed doors and 
ignoring the law stipulating that any 
such deal valued over Bds$200,000 
(BDS$1 = 50 cents US) should go to 
public tender.

He spoke of a high-rise housing 
construction contract valued around 
Bds$18 million being awarded without 
going to public tender, and informed 
the nation that there were many oth-
ers.

Among those on file he said is “a 
project that was in our view unlaw-
fully awarded for Bds$18 million, [and] 
had its price increased less than a year 
later to Bds$27 million without expla-
nation”.

Marshall said that the new govern-
ment also discovered in the files “that 
a contract in excess of Bds$190 mil-
lion was awarded … for the building 
of a [mooring] berth without going to 
tender”.

The Attorney General also alleged 
that two public officials “are still 
driving, two BMW 5-series vehicles 
that are registered to the compa-
ny that received Bds$28 million of 
Transport Board taxpayer funds with-
out a contract and without going to 
tender.”

In vowing to go after the wrongdo-

ers Marshall said, “We have to make it 
clear to all people, either in Barbados 
or coming into Barbados, that all peo-
ple are going to be treated fairly and 
with all possible dispatch, and there-
fore the concept of a bribe will not 
help you.”

“We have to find a way to reverse 
the mindset of Barbadians and the 
people who come into our shores to do 
business, which says that the way to 
get your process completed quickly is 
to pay a bribe.”

He cited a case of an attorney gen-
eral of Belize suing past government 
ministers and the case reaching the 
Caribbean Court of Justice in 2011 
and then CCJ president Michael de la 
Bastide ruling that such action is cor-
rect, stating that in such a case the 
attorney general is entitled to seize “all 
personal profit and advantages gained 
by use or abuse of the men’s status as 
public servants to be for the benefit of 
the state.”

 “For so long as I am attorney 
General of this country. I intend to 
strain every sinew of mine to the 
point of breaking. 

“I intend to engage every agency 
of the Crown, either inside Barbados 
or outside of Barbados. 

“I intend to do everything that I 
can to bring the perpetrators of that 
dishonest activity to heel,” Marshall 
swore.

Fighting Barbados’ corruption 

Court

Continued from page 1 
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By Desmond Brown
CASTRIES, St. Lucia, 

July 9, 2018 (IPS) — Wild-
life conservationists con-
sider it to be one of the most 
striking parrots of its kind. 
Saint Lucia’s best-known 
species, the endangered 
Amazon parrot, is recog-
nized by its bright green 
plumage, purple forehead 
and dusty red-tipped feath-
ers. But a major conserva-
tion organization is warn-
ing that climate change 
and a lack of care for the 
environment could have 
devastating consequences 
for Saint Lucia’s healthy 
ecosystems and rich biodi-
versity, including the par-
rot.

Sean Southey chairs the 
Commission on Education 
and Communication (CEC) 
of the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN). He told IPS that 
urgent action is needed to 
safeguard the eastern Car-
ibbean island nation’s biodi-
versity, which is under con-
stant threat.

“With climate change, 
countries like St. Lucia 
[experience] signif i-
cant weather events. The 
increase in hurricanes, the 
increase in bad weather 
and mudslides — these are 
incredible consequences of 
climate change,” Southey 
said.

“As you drive across the 
landscape of St. Lucia, you 
see a landscape strewn with 
old plastic bags,” Southey 
said.

Though less than 616 
square kilometres in area, 
St. Lucia is exceptionally 
rich in animals and plants. 
The island is home to more 
than 2,000 native species, 
of which nearly 200 spe-

cies occur nowhere else. 
Species of conservation 
concern include the pencil 
cedar, staghorn coral and 
St. Lucia racer. The racer, 
confined to the nine-hec-
tare island of Maria Major, 
is thought to be the world’s 
most threatened sake. Also 
at risk are mangrove for-
ests and low-lying freshwa-
ter wetlands, Southey said. 
But he added it was not too 
late to take action, and he 
urged St. Lucia and its Car-
ibbean neighbors to take 
advantage of their small 
size.

“The smallness of islands 
allows for real society to get 
involved. What it means is 
helping people connect to 
the environment,” Southey 
said. 

“It means that they need 
to know and feel and appre-
ciate that their individual 
behaviors make a difference. 
Especially the biodiversity 
decisions [like] land use 
planning. 

“If you are going to sell 
your family farm, do you 
sell for another commercial 
tourist resort, do you sell 
it to make a golf course or 
do you sell it to [produce] 
organic bananas? These are 
the type of individual deci-
sions that people have to 
make that protect an island 
or hurt an island,” he said.

Southey added that 
thoughtful management 
of mangroves and effective 
management of shorelines, 

“can create natural mech-
anisms that allow you to 
cushion and protect society 
from the effects of climate 
change.”

The CEC chair said recent 
extreme weather events have 
forced people in the Carib-
bean to understand climate 
change more than inhabit-
ants from other countries in 
the world do.

“If you’re over the age 
of 30 in the Caribbean, 
you’ve seen a change in 
weather patterns. It’s not a 
story that you hear on the 
news, it’s a reality that you 
feel during hurricane sea-
son every year. So I believe 
there is an understanding,” 
he said.

In September 2017, Hur-
ricane Irma tore through 
many of St. Lucia’s neigh-
boring islands, including 
Barbuda.

The Category 5 hur-
ricane wreaked havoc on 
Barbuda’s world-famous 
frigate bird colony. Most of 
the 10,000-frigate bird pop-
ulation disappeared in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
hurricane, which destroyed 
the mangroves in which 
they nest and breed.

While many countries in 
the Caribbean are working 
on building natural barri-
ers and nature-based solu-
tions in response to cli-
mate change, Southey still 
believes there needs to be 
a greater strengthening of 
that sense that people can 
actually do something to 
contribute.

Reducing 
plastic waste

In June 2016, Antigua 
took the lead in the Carib-
bean with a ban on the com-

By Buddy Hoosein
I read recently about the 

interest showed in becoming 
Guyana’s president among 
many young, insurgent candi-
dates, and the recent resound-
ing success of many candidates 
in the USA. My heart goes out 
to them, and I salute them. 
They should have the right to 
compete, and voters will have 
an equally important right 
to elect a candidate of their 
choice, not one that is foist-
ed upon them. Let the people 
decide whose leadership exudes 
integrity, passion and vision, 
not party bosses. That is the 
hallmark of democracy — the 
freedom to choose who should 
represent the electorate.

Guyana, and other develop-
ing countries, must implement 
a similar process to the USA, 
where any candidate can run 
in a primary, and the winner 
can compete against the win-
ners of other party’s prima-
ries. No one, or no commit-
tee, should have a monopoly 
on who should represent the 
masses, via any party designa-
tion process. Exclude recycled 
candidates also. Let the people 
truly decide.

This is how Albert Baldeo, 
an immigrant from a small vil-
lage called Better Hope in Guy-
ana, became a harbinger for 
continuous change and upset 
the political establishment, 
energize and inspire other 
grassroots activists like Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich, incoming 
Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, and others in 
America. Why can’t similar 
inspiring and energized can-

didates be allowed to exercise 
the fundamental right to run 
for public office, or allow vot-
ers the fundamental right to 
choose a candidate of their 
choice globally? These reform-
ers would have been suffocated 
elsewhere.

In America, insurgent can-
didates have shaken up the 
establishment because the 
system allows changes, albeit 
reluctantly. Albert Baldeo was 
elected to represent the largest, 
diverse immigrant community 
in the USA, called “Little Guy-
ana” and “Little India”, as a 
district leader, an elected posi-
tion. Baldeo won by a landslide 
— 80% of the votes cast, with-
out any party or institutional 
backing.

Baldeo had been denied 
becoming a New York State 
Senator by ousting a 30 year 
incumbent chairman of the 
Republican Party, Serf Maltese, 
by a 500 votes margin in 2006, 
(0.5% of the votes), when his 
victory was rolled back after he 
had been declared the winner. 
The party bosses came togeth-
er and prevented what would 
have been the biggest upset in 
Queen’s political history.

He was pulled off the ballot 
in a seat he was poised to win, 
along with five other candi-
dates for the vacant New York 
State Assembly seat a year later, 
and lackey insider, Assembly-
man Mike Miller, was installed 
as a place holder for Joe Crow-
ley’s cousin Elizabeth Crowley, 
a safeguard to preserve their 
institutional power if she lost 
the then-City Council election 

Developing nations
need democracies

OP-EDS

Action needed to protect 
St. Lucia’s biodiversity

The category 5 
hurricane wreaked 

havoc on Barbuda’s 
world-famous 

frigate bird colony. 
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BY LAURA HANRAHAN
The free public-school lunch is 
off to college.

Administrators at a city 
community college are nour-
ishing the minds — and bodies 
— of its most vulnerable stu-
dents with a newly created food 
pantry where those in need of 
something to eat can stock up 
on essential groceries for free.

Leaders of Borough of Man-
hattan Community College — 
which serves more students 
from Brooklyn than its home 
borough, according to a spokes-
man — opened the Panther 
Pantry inside the school’s Single 
Stop student-resource center in 
Manhattan in April, and stock 
its shelves with items including 
pasta, beans, canned fruits and 
vegetables, cereal, tins of tuna 
and chicken, and milk and milk 
alternatives, all of which they 
offer to students who can’t af-
ford to buy the goods on their 
own.

“We have on a sheet of pa-
per all of the items that are in 
the pantry, and students have 

a choice,” said Deborah Harte, 
who runs Single Stop and its 
pantry named for the college’s 
mascot. “They can come to 
the pantry and actually see the 
things, or can check the list off 
in the offi ce, and we’ll go pack a 
bag for them.”

The need for such a facility 
was extremely apparent, accord-

ing to another college adminis-
trator, who said the institution 
has assisted more than 600 stu-
dents with food insecurities in 
recent years, either by helping 
them apply for New York State’s 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, or by giving 
them gift cards to local super-
markets that are subsidized by 
the school’s emergency fund.

Many of the students come 
from public high schools, where 
meals are often provided for 
food-insecure pupils, making it 
diffi cult to fend for themselves 
when they arrive on campus, 
the administrator said. 

“When they leave the high 
school and they come to us, 
we’ve decided we don’t handle 
food insecurities, which is ir-
responsible because we know 
it has to do with retention and 
graduation,” said Dr. Marva 
Craig, the c ommunity college’s 
vice president of student affairs.

And the pantry doesn’t just 
feed students themselves — its 
stewards ask eligible users how 
large their households are, allo-

cating provisions based on that 
number, Craig said.

“A mother may come, but 
it’s not the mother alone who’s 
hungry in the household,” she 
said. “One student may be walk-

ing out with two bags, and one 
may be walking out with a half-
bag because of the household.”

But the purpose of the opera-
tion isn’t to offer a quick hunger 

 College’s food pantry feeds 
students in need

In the BMCC Panther Pantry are, from left, Deborah Harte, 
director of Single Stop; Marva Craig, vice president of stu-
dent affairs; Karrin Wilks, provost and senior vice president; 
and BMCC President Antonio Pérez. Louis Chan

The BMCC mascot is a cheer-
leader for the college’s new 
Panther Pantry. Louis Chan

Continued on Page 18
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OP-EDS

to Tom Ognibene. The party leaders 
and institutional leaders saw Baldeo’s 
independence as a threat to their hold 
on power. His agenda as a modern day 
Shirley Chisholm, who was “unbossed 
and unbought,” was a major factor in 
them “running scared” of her worthy 
protégé and compatriot, Albert Baldeo.

But Baldeo never gave up. He cre-
ated a movement, a veritable blueprint, 
that has inspired and helped others 
to advance the progressive and liberal 
cause, and Americans now bask in his 
reform movement, where he led the 
charge for free health care, free college 
tuition, better schools and after-school 
programs, more wages and better jobs, 
improved governmental services and 
accountability, senior centers and more. 
(www.AlbertBaldeo.com). Congression-
al nominee Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
carried the torch, and — utilizing the 
progressive policies he envisioned and 
implemented — she inflicted a monu-
mental defeat on the 20-year Queens 

Party leader Joe Crowley, who had done 
everything to preserve the status quo 
and clubhouse like a modern day Boss 
Tweed.  Now this mafia organization 
is crumbling. The progressive blue-
print sent him packing, albeit by a 
surrogate opponent, all kindred souls. 
Karma eventually caught up with both 
Republican and Democratic Party boss-
es —Joe Crowley and Serf Maltese — as 
it will with Guyana’s and other coun-
tries’ also.

Guyana, and developing countries, 
have been saddled for decades with 
the same, recycled politicians, who 
jealously guard their selfish interests, 
as if divinely bequeathed, in vicious 
cabals. The door is shut to new voices. 
Change cannot come from such an 
archaic system that suffocates, rather 
than encourages, fresh thoughts and 
ideas. Give insurgents an equal chance 
to compete.

Buddy Hoosein, Chairman, Unit-
ed Communities Alliance

Developing nations need open 
democratic systems

Continued from page 12 

mercial use of plastic bags.
The island’s environment and health 

minister Molwyn Joseph said the deci-
sion was made in a bid to reduce the 
volume of plastic bags that end up in 
the watercourses and wetlands.

“We are giving our mangroves a 
fighting chance to be a source of healthy 
marine life, that can only benefit us as a 
people,” he said.

Antigua also became the first coun-
try within the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States and the second within 
the Caribbean Community, to ratify the 
Nagoya Protocol to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD). 

The Nagoya Protocol provides a 
transparent legal framework for the 
effective implementation of one of the 
three objectives of the CBD: the fair 
and equitable sharing of benefits aris-
ing out of the utilization of genetic 
resources.

On July 3, one of the Caribbean’s 
largest supermarket chains launched 
a campaign to discourage the use of 
single-use plastic bags for bagging 
groceries at its checkout counters, 
while actively encouraging customers 
to shop with reusable bags as a more 
eco-friendly option.

Managing director of Massy Stores 

St. Lucia, Martin Dorville, said the 
company is focused on finding more 
permanent solutions to reducing 
plastic waste and its own demand for 
plastic bags.

He said the decision to encourage 
customers to use less plastic was bold, 
courageous and will help manage the 
adverse impacts of single use plastic on 
the environment.

“I am very thrilled that one of the 
number one supermarkets has decided 
to ban all plastic bags. 

It’s a small behaviour but it helps 
everyone realise that their individual 
actions make a difference,” Southey 
told IPS.

“As you drive across the landscape 
of St. Lucia, you see a landscape 
strewn with old plastic bags, so I was 
very appreciative of that. But what I 
really liked is that when I spent over 
USD100, they gave me a recyclable 
bag as a bonus to encourage me to 
use that as an individual so that my 
behavior can make a difference,” he 
said.

He added that if schoolchildren 
could understand the importance of 
mangroves and complex eco-systems 
and the need to protect forests, wildlife 
and endangered birds “then I think we 
can make a huge difference.”

Action needed to protect 
St. Lucia’s biodiversity

Continued from page 10 
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If you are like me, the last thing you want to do is go to see the dentist. At least that 
is how I used to feel until a good friend of mine recommended Dr. Yesina. From my 
fi rst visit, I knew I was in caring hands. Dr. Yesina combines excellent dental skills 
with compassion for her patients. Her entire offi ce staff refl ects this same style and 
attentiveness. They are friendly, thoughtful and professional. So, if you want the best 
dental care, combined with a comfortable and caring environment, you really need to 

visit Dr. Yesina.
Melissa C., Brooklyn, New York, NY

By George Alleyne
Timothy Antoine, Eastern Car-

ibbean Central Bank governor 
this month took over leadership 
of the Caribbean Catastrophe 
Risk Insurance Facility amidst a 
challenge to widen disaster insur-
ance for a natural calamity-prone 
zone.

Antoine became Chairman as 
of July 1, replacing retired chief 
executive Milo Pearson, at this 
special purpose disaster relief 
fund which was set up by region-
al governments since Hurricane 
Ivan in 2004 with the intention 
of providing insurable financial 
relief for hurricanes and earth-
quakes originally, but has in 
recent times added coverage of 
damage owing to excessive rain-
fall among its portfolio of insur-
able financial products.

CCRIF stated that during 
Antoine’s tenure, it will “place a 
strong focus on scaling up the 
Facility.”

According to the Cayman 
Islands-based organization, “this 
focus has been given added impe-
tus as governments and citizens 
in the region have witnessed 
first-hand the impacts of extreme 

geophysical and climate events 
– most notably Hurricanes Mat-
thew, Irma and Maria in the 
past two years – and have been 
encouraged by CCRIF’s rapid 
response and payouts”.

CCRIF has taken pride in its 
rapid response to disasters in the 
region with last year being a shin-
ing example when payments were 
quickly issued in September after 
passage of the Hurricanes.

Within a short period after being 
damaged from the storms, to the 
Turks and Caicos Islands received 
US$14,864,633; Antigua and Bar-
buda cashed in US$6,794,875; 
Anguilla, US$6,687,923; St Kitts 
and Nevis, US$ 2,294,603; the 
Bahamas, US$397,598; and Haiti 
US$162,000.

Additionally, US$19,294,800 
went to Dominica.

The payments had been made 
with there being still two months 
of the 2017 hurricane season left.

Since it began payouts some 
10 years ago CCRIF was quiet-
ly shining a bright light in the 
continuous darkness of massive 
storms and catastrophes along 
with threats of these disasters 
that bedevil the Caribbean from 

June to November of each year.
The Facility recently stated 

that over the time of its insur-
ance compensation it, “made pay-
outs of a little more than US$100 
million to 12 of its 17 member 
countries – all within 14 days of 
the event.”

Payments crossed the $100 
million mark with the disburse-
ments in September 2017.

But the test for the ECCB Gov-
ernor is to steer this organization 
into spreading its compensation 
capacity as the current insured 
payout amounts do not cover 
much of the cost of recovery of 
disaster-struck Caribbean terri-
tories, especially those who are 
repeated victims of Hurricanes 
that are a threat for six months of 
every year.

This Caribbean-owned facil-
ity had itself has urged members 
“not to view the organization as 
a silver bullet for managing dis-
aster risk but rather a comple-
mentary tool in addressing the 
much broader issues of disaster 
management and climate change 
adaptation within the state.”

In issuing a similar warning to 
governments of the region Carib-

bean Development Bank Director 
of Economics, Dr Justin Ram, 
has said that despite CCRIF being 
critical and relevant to the ter-

ritories there is a need for indi-
vidual countries to strengthen 
their financial management in 
preparation for disasters.

New challenge for head of Caribbean
insurance facility

Timothy Antoine, the new head of the Caribbean Catastro-
phe Risk Insurance Facility Photo by George Alleyne
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they represent. 
“Now that the political winds have 

swayed and more progressives are 
demanding action, I would not be sur-
prised to see the establishment follow 
our lead,” Williams added. “But, come 
September, New Yorkers will decide if 
they want elected officials who follow 
or lead at the helm of our state’s gov-
ernment.”

Williams on Tuesday participated 
in a rally in Union Square in lower 
Manhattan calling urging New York 
State legislators to advance repro-
ductive justice measures, such as 
codifying Roe v. Wade and passing 
the Reproductive Health Act and the 
Comprehensive Contraception Cover-
age Act.

Just before Trump announced his 
nominee for the Supreme Court Mon-
day night, Cuomo unveiled a new cam-
paign calling on the State Senate to 
codify Roe v. Wade into New York law, 
“or be voted out of office.”

Grand
Opening

from several offenses, including illegal 
entry, possession of drugs, traveling 
to Martinique with invalid insurance 
documents and over staying the allot-
ted time.

He said local authorities are usu-
ally alerted when St. Lucians are being 
deported from the U.S.A, the U.K. and 
Canada.

Alexander noted that on arrival, the 
deportees are interviewed by immigra-
tion officials and members of the police 
Special Branch.

He said the deportees are then moni-
tored for some time, in cases where they 
had a criminal conviction.

Trinidad
The U.S. Senate has approved 

80-year-old attorney and university 
professor, Joseph Mondello as the next 
Ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago.

He would replace Ambassador John 
Estrada, who left Trinidad in January 
2017 after Donald Trump won the U.S. 
Presidency.

Trinidad-born Estrada was former 
President Barack Obama’s choice for 
ambassador but was in office for less 
than a year before having to relinquish 
his post.

In March, Mondello was nominat-
ed by Trump as Trinidad and Toba-
go’s Ambassador, but this had to be 
approved by the U.S. Congress Rela-
tions Committee chaired by Sen. Marco 
Rubio.

A statement from the U.S. Embassy 
in Port-of-Spain said; “President Don-
ald Trump in March 
announced his nomina-
tion of Mondello, who 
endorsed the then-New 
York City reality star 
and entrepreneur early in 2016 before 
most politicians of either majority party 
took him seriously.”

A former Nassau County Republican 
leader, Mondello testified that he would 
seek to improve economic relations 
with Trinidad and Tobago and work to 
reduce ISIS recruitment on the two 
islands. — compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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By Nelson A. King 
Tourism officials in St. Kitts 

have described as “a rousing 
success” the 22nd Annual St. 
Kitts Music Festival.

The festival, which took place 
from June 27 – July 1,  drew 
“record numbers of attendees 
and an amazing response to all 
the performers.

In addition, for the first time 
in the event’s history, its hash-
tag #SKMF2018 was trending 
on Twitter.

 “I was extremely pleased to 
see such a positive reaction to 
our diverse range of performers 
this year, both in person and 
on social media,” said Lindsay 
F.P. Grant, Minister of Tourism, 
International Trade, Industry 
and Commerce.

“We had a record number 
of nightly attendees, includ-
ing visitors from all of our key 
source markets, who came to 
see both the local artists and 
acclaimed international acts on 
the roster,” he added.

“Now having completed 22 
consecutive years and main-
taining our position as one of 
the largest and longest run-
ning music festivals in the Car-

ibbean, we look forward to con-
tinuing to raise the bar as we 
approach our milestone 25th 
anniversary in 2021,” Grant 
continued.

 Chief executive officer of 
the St. Kitts Tourism Author-
ity, Racquel Brown, said it was 
“gratifying to see our planes 
arriving at full capacity and our 
hotels sold out.

“Further, with the earlier 
nightly conclusions to perform-
ances, local establishments had 
the benefit of additional busi-
ness from after-parties,” she 
said. “The St. Kitts Music Fes-
tival continues to have a positive 
impact on our tourism sector 
year after year.”

 The festival kicked off with 
the Grammy-nominated Nailah 
Blackman giving a “soulful and 
energetic performance that set 
the tone for the remainder of the 
event,” Brown said. 

“None other than the Queen 
of Bacchanal herself followed, 
wowing the crowd with many 
of her well-known and much 
beloved songs, including her top 
hit ‘Lucy’”, she added. 

Brown said KES the band 
“had attendees singing along to 

his songs, especially his most 
recent top hit that’s climbing the 
music charts, ‘Hello’”.

She said Spice brought every-
one to an “enraptured stand-still 
during her performance while 
local bands Nu Vybes Interna-
tional and Small Axe Band closed 
the show with a bang.”

 Friday night was reggae 
night, with industry greats such 
as opening act Chakademus & 
Pliers and the evening’s closing 
act, Sizzla Kalongi, keeping the 
crowd on its feet throughout the 
evening, Brown said

She said the second per-
former of the event, Isahwna, 
brought her unique talent to the 
stage that had fans cheering her 
along. 

“Wayne Wonder and August 
Alsina kept the energy going, 
while upcoming local talents 
Byron Messia and Dejour had 
everyone singing along to their 
music,” Brown said.

 On Saturday, she said Rhythm 
of the Beat started the action off 
with a mix of original songs and 
cover hits that drew an early 
attendance. 

The incredible Grammy Hall 
of Fame, Hollywood Walk of 

Fame and Songwriters Hall of 
Fame artist Patti LaBelle was 
next up, performing many of her 
top hits, including “Lady Mar-

malade,” “Right Kind of Lover,” 
“When You Talk About Love” and 
more “to the absolute delight of 
the audience,” Brown said.

St. Kitts music fest ‘a rousing success’

Patti LaBelle headlined a galaxy of performers at the 2018 
St. Kitts Music Festival.  Courtesy St. Kitts Music Festival
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fi x, according to Harte, 
who said school staffers 
want to help pantry users 
pinpoint why they can’t 
make ends meet, and 
work toward permanently 
solving those problems. 

“Our goal is not only 
to address the immediate 
hunger issue,” she said. 
“We also want to be sure 
we’re helping the students 
to devise a more sustain-
able plan. Sometimes it’s 
unemployment that put 
them in the situation, so 
we put them in the ca-
reer-development depart-
ment.”

One theater student 
who recently graduated 
from the college cheered 
the pantry and its creators 
for providing her with gro-
ceries — and the neces-
sary tips to prepare them 
in meals with higher nu-
tritional values.

“I’ve struggled with 
the fact I could either pay 

for my tuition or eat,” said 
Mia, who requested ano-
nymity and did not give her 
last name. “I would do this 
trick where I would just 
have water and bread. Hav-
ing the pantry, I’ve now 
learned how to make food 
that could last for three or 
four days.”

And another student 
studying early-childhood 
education at the school 
said its pantry helped her 
through a recent fi nancial 
emergency, after an unex-
pected move forced her to 
pay a deposit and rent for 
a new apartment, leaving 
her with little cash left over 
for food.

“It became a very tight 
budget,” said Panagiota, 
who also requested ano-
nymity and did not give her 
last name. “Obviously, the 
food pantry didn’t cover 
my whole month, but it 
gave me my breakfast. It 
gave me juice for a week. 
It gave me pasta and some 

vegetables I could use. So it 
gave me a little bit of room 
not to worry about ‘Am I 
getting some food?’ ”

Mia said the Panther 
Pantry is the fi rst one 
that she’s felt comfortable 
enough to use — feedback 
not lost on its founders, 
who said a focal point in 
launching it was to reduce 
the stigma often associated 
with having to stand in line 
at public food banks.

“We enjoy food, we love 
food, but when we’re in 
need of food, it’s not a com-
forting feeling,” said Craig. 
“There is no pride in not 
being able to afford it. So 
what we’ve done is we’ve 
brought everything to 
the college campus where 
there’s no stigma.”

The Panther Pantry is 
open to Borough of Man-
hattan Community Col-
lege students Mon–Fri, 
from 9 am to 5:30 pm. For 
more information, visit 
 www.bmcc.cuny.edu .

 College’s food pantry 
feeds students in need

Continued from Page 11 

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-re-
source.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Marketing Jamaica’s castor oil products

By Azad Ali
Barbados, one of the popular holi-

day destinations, has implemented 
a mandatory “room rate levy” to all 
hotel bedrooms per night on the 
island effective from July 1, 2018.

The Ministry of Tourism and Inter-
national Transport said that the levy 
will be paid by guests. It said the 
levy will be fully disclosed to guests 
through signage at the front desk, or 

by email or written correspondence in 
the absence of front desk facilities.

The new surcharge, which went 
into effect recently, is to raise money 
to reduce Barbados’ overwhelming 
deficit.

The additional fees range from 
US$2.50 to US$10 per room per night, 
depending on accommodation class. 
The money will be collected in the 
resort and is applicable to all existing 

bookings.
The new levy follows the introduc-

tion of an airline travel and tour-
ism development fee of US$70 to 
be imposed on travelers leaving the 
country from Oct. 1, 2018, while Value 
Added Tax (VAT) in the tourism sector 
will rise from 7.5 percent to 15 percent 
in 2020.

Tourism contributes up to 40 per-
cent of Barbados gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP), the 14th highest percent-
age in the world.

The set of new taxes will hit the 
pockets of more than 200,000 Brit-
ish tourists who visit Barbados each 
year.

Prime Minister Mia Mottley, who 
came into power recently in a land-
slide victory in May, floated the taxes 
in her recent austerity budget last 
month.

By Alexandra Simon
It’s the tropical way to live. 
The skin and hair care brand Tropic 

Isle Living, is a staple in many homes 
across the United States. The Jamaican 
black castor oil-based line was created 
by its Jamaican-American co-founder 
Lois Hines — who launched it with 
her late husband Michael. When she 
immigrated to the states, Hines says she 
desperately longed for a personal use 
product that catered to her grooming 
needs but also reminded her of home. 
That is where the idea was born to bring 
her native country’s beloved version of 
castor oil — a potent and pungent proc-
essed oil used for hair, skin, and minor 
ailments — to the U.S.

“When you migrate to the United 
States you’re always looking for things 
to relate to back home, and I was look-
ing for a fusion of my culture when I 
came here to use,” said Hines.

One of those home products was 
Jamaican black castor oil, nicknamed 
by its acronym JBCO — a multi-use 
beauty product. Hines says she was 

constantly importing the oil and real-
ized its was not a cost-effective 
solution. Soon after, the idea for 
Tropic Isle Living arose. Hines 
says she wanted other Jamaicans 
and Caribbean Americans to 
also access a product that 
they used in their native 
land.

“The Tropic Isle Liv-
ing was created to sell 
a natural and traditional 
product and to bridge the 
Caribbean and the Unit-
ed States, and show what 
can Jamaica and the Car-
ibbean can offer in terms 
of beauty and a holistic 
approach to living,” she 
said.

But when she started 
the brand in 1992, she 
was met with criticism 
about selling castor oil. 
Critics often told her that 
the oil was too smelly, and she would 
not be able to form a lucrative business 

with it.
However, Hines stuck to her 

guns and partnered with Jamai-
can farmers to provide her with 
castor seeds. Then, when the 

natural hair movement began 
attracting a large following, 

interest in natural prod-
ucts increased, including 
those based with Jamai-
can black castor oil.

“When I started it was 
strictly castor, but nobody 
wanted to buy that thing 
and people would say it 
stinks — it was a hum-
bling experience,” she 
said. “But it’s become 
so much the rave in the 
beauty space, and I’m 
thankful to have started 
this and to finally see the 
fruits of my labor.”

Tropic Isle Living now 
carries over 31 products, 

including the recently created Strong 
Roots collection. As part of the criticism 

and hesitance due to its odor, Hines says 
castor oil products infused with essen-
tial oils were created strictly for buyers 
who want to tolerate the smell.

“When we started, the only negative 
feedback we got was from people who 
said they can’t stand the smell, and it 
forced us to really mask the scent but 
still have valuable effect on ones hair 
and skin when paired with carrier oil,” 
said Hines.

As a result, there are now castor oil 
products mixed with lavender, coconut, 
sage, and rosemary oils, and aloe vera. 
She also says that while those ingredi-
ents not only disguise the smell of castor 
oil, they also add a multitude of benefits 
for users that relieve stress, aging, and 
hair loss. 

Hines says the growth of her brand 
will continue to expand to adapt to the 
way the world changes our bodies.

“I really do believe global warming 
change on us and our bodies, and as our 
bodies change our needs change and I 
will create products as circumstances 
change,” she said.

Barbados implements new tourist tax on hotels
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Need Medical Transportation?
You may be eligible to have your next trip to the doctor paid 
by Medicaid. To check your eligibility, call (844) 666-6270 
and ask for Medical Transportation. If approved, request for 
Brooklyn Radio Dispatcher to be your provider of choice.

You Need
Medical Transportation

You may be
eligible for this service

to be covered by medicaid 
call today at:

718-384-2525
WE WILL PICK

YOU UP! NO EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION

By Nelson A. King
The United States Virgin 

Islands (USVI) Department of 
Tourism says cruise executives 
in Miami are “buoyed” by plans 
for their harbor ports.

The tourism department said 
executives of the ports of the 
USVI group recently complet-
ed their quarterly update with 
the Florida-Caribbean Cruise 
Association’s (FCCA) Operations 
Committee.

The department said cruise 
executives were “briefed and pro-
vided feedback on port improve-
ments, including the introduc-
tion of transportation to the 
Charlotte Amalie Harbor this 
year.”

The USVI team included 
Commissioner of Tourism Bev-
erly Nicholson-Doty; Commis-
sioner of Public Works Nelson 
Petty; Executive Director of the 
Virgin Islands Port Authority 
(VIPA) David Mapp; Assistant 
Executive Director and Director 
of Engineering Damian Cart-
wright; and Clifford Graham, 

chief executive officer of The 
West Indian Company Limited 
(WICO).

Petty outlined progress on 
implementing harbor transpor-
tation and updated the FCCA 
group on the Main Street and 
Veterans Drive projects, while 
Mapp and Cartwright spoke 
about the proposed dredging of 
the Charlotte Amalie Harbor, 
its adjacent channel as well as 
cruise ship berths at WICO, to 
accommodate larger Oasis Class 
vessels, according to the state-
ment.

It said the dredging design for 
Crown Bay and a new mooring 
dolphin to accommodate Quan-
tum Class vessels on the north 
berth were discussed, along with 
plans for a Christiansted dredge 
project for St. Croix.

Graham shared with cruise 
executives a revised concept for 
proposed new berths in Char-
lotte Amalie, while Nicholson-
Doty outlined the department’s 
updated Crisis Communica-
tions preparedness plan and the 
department’s new Purpose in 

Paradise voluntourism program, 
the tourism department said.

“The program was met with 
enthusiasm by the executives 
present, who also complimented 
the U.S. Virgin Islands team for 
sharing helpful updates in the 
aftermath of last September’s 
storms,” it said.

Nicholson-Doty said “having 
an ongoing dialogue with the 
FCCA, as we upgrade our infra-
structure and visitor experience 
is a key component of our desti-
nation strategy.”

She underscored that the safe 
and free movement of visitors 
and traffic complements growth 
plans as cruise sector activity 
revives in the territory.

Carlos Torres de Navarra, 
chairman of the FCCA Opera-
tions Committee and vice presi-
dent, Commercial Port Opera-
tions of Carnival Cruise Lines, 
noted that the FCCA was “very 
happy with the honest and frank 
discussions.

“One of the big things that 
we’ve been pushing as an indus-
try — and the territory has 

agreed that it was important 
— was this whole issue of water 
transportation to add another 
element to what is the beauty of 
the USVI.

“So, we (are) really happy to 

hear that potentiality,” he said. 
“We’re looking at a fourth-quar-
ter installation start of those 
operations. It’s just one more 
thing that’s going to make the 
USVI great.”

Cruise execs buoyed
by USVI harbor plans

The Ports of Virgin Islands team met with cruise ship lines 
leaders in Miami to discuss plans for improving harbors on 
the islands USVI Department of Tourism
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Get Your Mind, Body, Spirit &
Finances Right! 

Healthy & Wealthy Expo 

Financial, Wealth Building, Investments

Iridology & pH Balancing

Reflexology, Massage Therapy, Reiki 

 Help with Diabetes, Retreats

, Bring the Kids! Miniature Golf & Games

Detoxification & Herbal Remedies 

FREE ADMISSION  Hot Food &  Drinks On  Sale 

Bring the Kids! Miniature Golf & Games

Sat July 14� from 1 pm to 6 pm 
INSPIRE NY 

115-42 Sutphin Blvd, Jamaica, NY 
Info: 917-720-2485 www.seqcoc.org 

�

exemplary performance in the courses taken.

2

Dr. Simone Lord 
Naturopath &

Iridologist 

��������	
	�
���	�����	������

Herbalist Sonia

Thompson 

By George Alleyne
As it relates to Barbados, the 

United States Government’s 
2018 Trafficking in Persons 
report cites a case of a new year, 
same issues, same negligence — 
resulting in the same ranking.

Barbados has for years been 
placed in Tier Two among coun-
tries in the U.S. annual report 
on trafficking in persons, which 
means the island’s government 
is regarded as not fully meeting 
the American Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act’s minimum 
standards but is making signifi-
cant efforts to bring itself into 
compliance with those stand-
ards.

The above paragraph repre-
sents the analysis of the report, 
covering 2016, and it remains 
the same for the report of 2017 
that was released in June of this 
year.

“The Government of Barba-
dos does not fully meet the min-
imum standards for the elimina-
tion of trafficking,” the Ameri-
can release stated, but reported 
that some steps towards improv-

ing the situation compared to 
the previous reporting period.

“The government demon-
strated increasing efforts by 
conducting a raid on a nightclub 
suspected of trafficking, provid-
ing anti-trafficking training for 
government officials and NGO 
leaders, and conducting public 
awareness campaigns.”

The Barbados government 
was accused of initiating no new 
prosecutions for the fourth con-
secutive year, and has not yet 
secured a trafficking in persons 
conviction.

The American State Depart-
ment claimed that the Barba-
dos authorities “conducted five 
investigations in 2017, com-
pared with three in 2016, six in 
2015, eight in 2014, and three 
in 2013”.

According to the report, “one 
of these investigations stemmed 
from a raid on suspected traf-
ficking activities in a nightclub, 
compared with two raids in 
2016. Police found no evidence 
of human trafficking in these 
five investigations.”

“The government has not 
reported initiating a prosecution 
since 2013..”

But against this backdrop of 
Barbados not identifying cases 
of human trafficking leading to 
successful prosecution, the State 
Department — as it has done for 
the past five years —

contended that “Barbados is a 
source and destination country 
for women and children subject-
ed to sex trafficking”. It stated 
“foreign women have been forced 
into prostitution in Barbasos.

Legal and undocumented 
immigrants from Jamaica and 
Guyana are especially vulner-
able to trafficking,” the report 
said, “although individuals from 
additional countries in the Car-
ibbean and South America are 
increasingly vulnerable.”

Responding to the 2016 
report, the then-Home Affairs 
Minister, Adriel Brathwaite, had 
fumed: “it does annoy me, in all 
seriousness, that someone sits 
in Washington, writes a report 
every year, changes very little in 
the report and then determines 

the fate of [almost 300,000] citi-
zens here by a stroke of a pen.”

Since his comment last 
year, the government of which 
Brathwaite was part has been 

voted  out of office, but the TIP 
report this year covers the 2017 
period when he still held the 
post, and little was done, at least 
in the eyes of the Americans.

Barbados branded negligent 
on human trafficking

Former Barbados Minister of Home Affairs Adriel Brath-
waite, a frequent foe of his country’s record on human traf-
fi cking.  Photo by George Alleyne



24    Caribbean Life, July 13–19, 2018 BQ



Caribbean Life, July 13–19, 2018 25  BQ

 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

LINCOLN

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 7/31/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL31848, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 7/31/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.

0%
APR

0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

2014 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
57K Mi, Stk#2862F

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL AWD

Only 300 Miles! Auto, A/C, 
Moonroof. Stk#2713F.

$43,863BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKZ SELECT

Auto, A/C, Red, Navigation, M/
Roof, 5K Miles, Stk#2832F

$28,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKC AWD

Auto, A/C, Black, Only
9K Miles, Stk#2966F

$26,998BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

†

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL39489. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 7/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX
PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#29837
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 CHEVY CRUZE
$8,500$7,995 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246923k miles, Stk#32703
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'13 HONDA CIVIC

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#M41377
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA CIVIC
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

$14,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

ENJOY THE AMAZING SUMME
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/13/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$12,500BUY 
FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M41946
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP PATRIOT
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

32k miles, Stk#33411
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 CHRYSLER T&C
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#34300
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA

ER DEALS AT MAJOR WORLD
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

By Tangerine Clarke
First Lady of Guyana H.E. Sandra 

Granger, who has made domestic violence 
a top priority in her mission to enrich the 
lives of Guyanese at home, was the guest 
speaker at a Conversation and Fundraiser 
luncheon at Tropical Paradise Banquet 
Hall in Brooklyn recently. She expressed 
deep concern for the high rate of women 
being murdered at the hands of their 
partners, and called for national dialogue 
and research to end the scourge.

During the hours-long conversation 
and Q&A, organized by the Coalition of 
Guyanese Woman — headed by Sherif 
Barker-Fraser — Mrs. Granger spoke pas-
sionately about the empowerment of teen-
age mothers through education, in collab-
oration with Women Across Differences.

She outlined projects such as the Bux-
ton Youth Development Initiative, and Car-
ing for the Elderly, initiatives, her ongoing 
work as a member of the CARICOM First 
Ladies Round Table on reducing adoles-
cent pregnancy in the Caribbean, and her 
philanthropic projects, including Science 
Technology and Mathematics – STEM 
Guyana.

Patricia Jordon-Langford, president of 
the Guyana Tri-State Alliance Inc., said she 
was delighted to present several Robotics 
kits to Mrs. Granger, with thanks and great 
appreciation for all that she does.

“Thanks for your vision for a successful 
Guyana through education, literacy and 
STEM and for giving a voice to the voice-
less,” said Jordon-Langford.

Consul General of Guyana to New York, 
Mrs. Barbara Atherly, welcomed Mrs. 
Granger and outlined wide a range of serv-
ices offered to Guyanese at the diplomatic 
office.

Mrs. Granger, who arrived in the 
U.S., via Fly Jamaica Airways, presented 
a plaque to Mr. Roxanne Reece, owner 
of the airline, on behalf of the Guyana 
Unity Movement (GUM). She also con-
gratulated the group for their outreach 
efforts in the Brooklyn area.

Mrs. Reece and her husband, Capt. 
Ronald Reece, who also owns Wings 
Aviation, operated in Guyana, also 
received a Citation from New York City 
Mayor, Bill DeBlasio, presented by com-
munity liaison, James Richmond.

Reporter-photographer Tangerine 
Clarkewas also presented with a plaque 
from GUM, a proclamation from New 
York state Sen. Kevin Parker, and a 
citation from Brooklyn Councilmember 
Jumaane Williams, for her continued 
support and dedication in the field 
of journalism and photography. Clarke 
was also recognized for her past service 
as a member of the Guyana National 
Service.

Guyana First Lady talks  
about domestic violence   

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more
Updated Every Weekday!

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600

RECENT RESULTS OBTAINED FOR OUR CLIENTS 

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 

PERSONAL INJURY 

Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

LASIK - Starting at $1,50000 per eye

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

BEH THERAPY
Have something on your mind?

Stress
Depression

Anxious
Communication Skills:

Self Esteem   Social Skills

Come rediscover who you are!

BEH Therapy can HELP
We offer counseling, psychotherapy 

for adults & couples.

CALL 646-724-1559 for a FREE consultation.

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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At a gala November 15, 2018, Caribbean Life will present its 4th annual Caribbean Life Impact 
Awards which will recognize outstanding New Yorkers of Caribbean Heritage. These individuals 
will represent the best of the Caribbean diaspora working in a diversity of fields: from education, 

finance, and non-profit to manufacturing, media, and retail and everything in between.
 

We will honor Caribbean Americans who, through perseverance and hard work, have realized 
the American dream and who have brought a sense of Caribbean pride along with them.

 
If you wish to nominate a Caribbean American who has shown outstanding achievements 

in his or her field, and who resides and works in New York City, please fill out the form & mail it to us. 
You can also submit your nomination online at www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 

Nominate an outstanding Caribbean American who has made an impact in New York
Your name: (Please print clearly)_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of nominee:_________________________________________Nominee’s Country of origin:__________________

Your relationship to nominee:_________________________________Nominee’s occupation/profession:______________________________

Where does your nominee currently work?_______________________________________________________________________________

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):_______________________________________________________________________

What makes  your nominee outstanding? (100 word minimum):________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional paper, if necessary.

How can we reach you?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

How can we reach your nominee?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

Please include a copy of your nominee’s bio & resume if available.

Mail to:  Caribbean Life, Impact Awards  Attn: Jennifer Stern
               One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Caribbean Impact Awards
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

(718) 260–8302

Deadline 
August 

28th
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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By Tequila Minsky
You didn’t need to be in Haiti 

at the Hotel Oloffson last Thursday 
night to hear the voodoo-rock band 
RAM.

For more 25 years, every Thursday 
night, through thick and thin, calm 
and upheaval, when they’re not tour-
ing — RAM legendarily performs at 
the Oloffson in Port-au-Prince.

But on Thursday, July 5, RAM 
played the grass-filled Springfield 
Park, located in the middle of Spring-
field Gardens, Queens, practically 

beneath the flight path to JFK.
The nine-piece band of Haitian 

musicians, playing traditional and 
adapted rhythms and melodies, 
infused the atmosphere, total-
ly engaging the crowd obviously 
starved for music from their home-
land. Loyalists traveled from Long 
Island, Brooklyn and even Manhat-
tan in addition to coming from the 
neighborhood and nearby Cambria 
Heights.

Ancient folkloric polyrhythms 
intertwined harmoniously with punk 

rock guitar riffs (an influence from 
its founders’ Max’s Kansas City days) 
and swinging Caribbean keyboard 
melodies combine for the experience 
of RAM.

This summer 2018 tour is also 
part of the band’s CD launch “RAM 
7 August 1791”, their seventh album, 
but the first in over a decade — har-
nessing all the elements that came 
together and led to the country’s 
unprecedented founding — the Afri-
can and the Creole, the rural and the 

Haitian voodoo-rock band rocks Queens

RAM lead singer Lunise Morse belts out a song to a mesmerized crowd during the group’s Summerstage 
concert in Springfi eld Park in Springfi eld Gardens, Queens. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued on Page 34

By Alexandra Simon
Her show is back, and she’s taking it 

on the road!
Playwright and actress Liza Jessie 

Peterson’s one woman show, The Pecu-
liar Patriot” is going national. Her play 
critiquing the American prison system 
was recently awarded a $100,000 grant 
by philanthropist Agnes Gund’s, Art for 
Justice Fund. It returns to the National 
Black Theatre July 13-29 and its debut 
tour will kick off nationally later this 
year. The actress says she is happy about 
the support for the play, and the chance 
to bring her message to more people.

“I’m very grateful to have the oppor-
tunity to bring the message of the show 
to a national audience and a broader 
audience,” said Peterson.

She adds that her show is very mean-

By Vinette K. Pryce
On the most comfortable day of the 

summer reggae supergroup Third World 
and “self-proclaimed original dancehall 
master” Barrington Levy sizzled inside 
the Ford Amphitheater at Coney Island 
when City Parks Summerstage treated 
enthusiastic reggae fans to an unprec-
edented free concert inside the venue.

Temperatures dipped to a sweatless 80 
degrees last Sunday following a string of 
blistering heat wave that consecutive-

Prison drama 
goes on tour

Reggae on 
Coney Island 

Self-proclaimed “Original dancehall 
master” Barrington Levy performs 
at free reggae concert. 

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

RAM JAMRAM JAM
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ly found New Yorkers sticking 
closely to cooling centers and air 
conditioners for relief.

When it happened a love fest 
ensued recording a capacity-
filled venue where crowds ech-
oed and anticipated every lyric 
and line from vintage catalogues 
groups recorded decades ago 
singing and dancing with rev-
elry that will certainly be docu-
mented among the listings of 
classic reggae showcases.

Reggae Ambassadors Cat 
Coore, AJ Brown, lead singer; 
Richard Daley, bass; keyboard-
ists Maurice Gregory and Norris 
Webb proved the group a unit 
that has endured 44 years and 
is still able to move a crowd of 
thousands.

Their “96 Degrees In The 
Shade,” “Forbidden Love,” 
“Sense of Purpose” and “Try Jah 
Love” authentically reprised an 
enduring catalogue of hits with 
nostalgia reflecting the heydays 
of a reggae reign marked by 
beats, rhymes, reason and a per-
cussive acrobatic display from 
Carrot Jarrett that this time was 

sampled by Tony “Ruption” Wil-
liams when he drummed Afri-
can rhythms into an already 
superlative set.

Coore, the classically accom-
plished cellist and bandleader 
treated “Redemption Songs” and 
even shouted out greetings to 
B-Boys— Bob Marley, Buju Ban-
ton, former lead singer Bunny 
Rugs and Barack Obama.

“I miss that boy,”the reggae 
ambassador said in reference 
to the former President of the 
United States.

For a reggae group to even 
hail the leader of a nation many 
from the genre often refer to as 
Babylonians seemed a rare and 
noticeable departure from usual 
critical repudiation.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

No Tears Left To Cry
Ariana Grande

Delicate
Taylor Swift

Psycho
Post Malone Feat. Ty Dolla $ign

The Middle
Zedd, Maren Morris & Grey

Nice For What
Drake

I Like It
Cardi B, Bad Bunny & J Balvin

Mine
Bazzi

Never Be The Same
Camila Cabello

In My Blood
Shawn Mendes

Girls Like You
Maroon 5 Feat. Cardi B

Scorpion
Drake

High As Hope
Florence + The Machine

The Now Now
Gorillaz

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Gravity
Bullet For My Valentine

EVERYTHING IS LOVE
The Carters

Pray For The Wicked
Panic! At The Disco

Both Directions At Once
John Coltrane

beerbongs & bentleys
Post Malone

Presented by

wireless

Appetite For Destruction
Guns N’ Roses

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

urban, the Christian and the 
vodou, the traditional and the 
exploratory.

RAM is named from the 
initials of founder Richard A. 
Morse who with Lunise Morse, 
his wife and the band’s lead 
singer and dancer, performed 
new songs as well as leading 
the audience while they danced 
and sang to favorites.

Decked all in white and 
glowing, Lunise mesmerized 
the crowd. A few years back, 
their son William returned 
home after college and joined 
RAM, playing guitar.

Two of the band’s musicians 
play vaksins, the distinctive 
multiple one-tone horns typi-
cally heard in street and carni-
val processions. “They’re play-
ing our music — rara,” beamed 
one happy attendee.

Musician and musicolo-
gist Ned Sublette, who’s been 
attending gigs since Morse 
started performing in the U.S., 
a good 24 years ago, was among 
those in the crowd. “RAM is 
a unique band, in Haiti and 
the world,” he said. “Simply 
unique.”

RAM has played internation-
al concerts and festivals in the 
U.S., France, the United King-
dom, Mexico, and Brazil, and, 
earlier this year, Abu Dhabi 
in the United Arab Emirates. 
This road trip commenced in 
Queens, went on to Baltimore, 
Washington D.C.,  and Pennsyl-
vania, and is scheduled to play 
in Massachusetts, Detroit and 
Jackson, Mich., before heading 
home.

On last week’s perfect sum-
mer evening, while Haitian 
music lovers filtered into the 
park, DJ Hard Hitting Harry 
warmed up the crowd spinning 
Haitian racine “roots” music, 
its amplified sounds drifting 
out over the streets.

Also on the program, singer 
and multi-instrumentalist Paul 
Beaubrun, son of Boukman 
Eksperans, and his band play-
ing Haitian, Afro-roots, and 
blues, opened the evening.

The performances are part 
of the City Parks Foundation 
SummerStage series with 
many more scheduled in Cen-
tral Park and neighborhood 
parks citywide throughout the 
summer. 

RAM JAM
Continued from page 33 

Reggae singer AJ Brown 
belts out a tune on Coney 
Island. Photo by Vinette K. Pryce 

Reggae 
concert ingful because it confronts the 

prison industry in a way many 
people don’t, and examines 
how it reflects and impacts 
many facets of American life.

“I think it’s an important 
piece of art that touches on an 
issue that millions on people 
are affected by,” added Peter-
son.

The show features only 
Peterson playing a character 
named Betsy LaQuanda Ross, 
visiting loved ones and close 
friends at an upstate New York 
correctional facility. It sheds 
light on the prison industrial 
complex, how it affects fami-
lies, and tackles some hon-
est truths about the growth 
of prisons and incarceration. 
The comedic yet powerful play 
explores the conversations 
inmates  have with relatives 
and friends, and tackles the 
criminal justice system’s flaws 
head on.

With the financial support, 
the show is going to differ-
ent states and cities starting 
in October. Peterson says her 
first stop may be in Boston, 
but is still in the finalizing 
process for tour dates and 

locations. Other than multi-
media adjustments, no chang-
es were done to the show’s 
writing, and the playwright 
adds that she doesn’t plan on 
making any additions.

Having worked at Rikers 
Island for two decades and 
setting the play in a prison 
visiting room, Peterson has 
yet to perform her show in 
any jail, but says she looks 
forward to it when the chance 
comes.

“I don’t have plans to it 
bring to Rikers or other cor-
rectional facilities, but I think 
all facilities need to have cul-
tural enrichment programs, 
and wherever the door is open 
I will go,” she said.

Peterson says her show will 
be interpreted and received 
differently depending on the 
viewer, but hopes that audi-
ences become well-informed 
and knowledgeable about her 
message.

“I never have an idea of 
what effect the show is going 
to leave on people but I hope 
it’s received with the inten-
tion to enlighten and inspire 
people,” she said. 

Prison drama on tour
Continued from page 33 

Robert A. Morse, leader of the Haitian voudou-rock band 
RAM, exhorts the crowd at Springfi eld Park in Springfi eld 
Gardens, Queens, as the band entertains there. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued from page 33 



Caribbean Life, July 13–19, 2018 35  BQ

St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg

By Kam Williams
The first two installments 

of this popular animated fran-
chise were set at a hotel dedi-
cated to creating a safe space 
for monsters to unwind.

But what about when the 
resort owners themselves need 
a break? 

That’s the question posed at 
the outset of “Hotel Transylva-
nia 3: Summer Vacation,” an 
entertaining animated adven-
ture revolving around proprie-
tor Count Dracula (Adam San-
dler) and company’s getaway 
on a luxury cruise for ghouls. 

At the point of departure, 
we find Drac’s daughter Mavis 
(Selena Gomez) making reser-

vations for the family aboard 
the Legacy, a boat headed for 
the infamous Bermuda Trian-
gle in search of the mythical 
island of Atlantis.

En route, however, the plot 
thickens when the widowed 

Count finds himself being 
charmed by the ship’s seduc-
tive captain (Kathryn Hahn).

What Drac doesn’t know is 
that Ericka is the great-grand-
daughter of his archenemy, 
the legendary monster hunt-

er, Abraham Van Helsing (Jim 
Gaffigan).

In fact, he’s already under 
her spell by the time Mavis 
and her hubby (Andy Sam-
berg) finally figure out that 
the attractive captain’s up to 

no good. 
Can the hopelessly-smit-

ten Count be saved from the 
temptress’ plan to spike his 
guacamole with garlic oil? 

Or might her mind be 
changed about the need to 
subdue the reformed, blood-
sucking vampire?

Thus unfolds Hotel Transyl-
vania 3, a kid-friendly comedy 
directed by Genndy Tartako-
vsky, who also helmed Hotel 
Transylvania 1 and Hotel Tran-
sylvania 2. 

The principal cast members 
all reprise their roles, includ-
ing Adam Sandler, Selena 
Gomez, Andy Samberg, Mel 
Brooks, and  Fran Drescher,  
as well as Kevin James, Steve 
Buscemi, Molly Shannon and 
David Spade.

Even in a third go-round, 
the humor-driven cartoon is 
laced with lots of side-splitting 
slapstick and sight gags that 
are fun for the whole family.

But what really makes this 
blockbuster morality play 
memorable is its timely uni-
versal message about toler-
ance.

Hey, it’s okay to be different, 
and please pass the popcorn!

Count Dracula is enticed by cruise ship diva

Johnny (Andy Samberg), Vlad (Mel Brooks), Mavis (Selena Gomez), Drac (Adam Sandler), 
Griffi n (David Spade), Crystal (Chrissy Teigen), Frank (Kevin James) and Eunice (Fran 
Drescher) are featured in Sony Pictures Animation’s ‘Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vaca-
tion.’ Sony Pictures Animation

By Kam Williams
Dark Money 
(Unrated) Eye-opening 
expose’ examining the 
influence of money 
on American elections 
since the Supreme 
Court’s landmark decision in Citizen 
United allowing unlimited corporate 
contributions to political causes.
Don’t Worry, He Won’t Get 
Far on Foot (R for sexuality, 
nudity, alcohol abuse and pervasive 
profanity) Gus Van Zant (Milk) directed 
this adaptation of John Callahan’s 
(Joaquin Phoenix) bittersweet 
memoir of the same name about his 
adjustment to living in a wheelchair 
in the wake of a catastrophic car 
accident. Cast includes Rooney Mara, 
Jack Black and Jonah Hill.
Eighth Grade (R for profanity 
and sexuality) Coming-of-age comedy 
chronicling a tormented 13 year-old’s 
(Elsie Fisher) disastrous last week of 
middle school. With Josh Hamilton, 
Emily Robinson and Missy Yager.
Gauguin: Voyage to Tahiti 
(Unrated) Romance drama, set in 
1891, recounting French painter Paul 
Gauguin’s (Vincent Cassel) abandoning 
his wife (Pernille Bergendorff) and 
five kids for a nubile native girl (Tuhei 
Adams) he met while finding himself 
on an exotic island. With Malik Zidi, 

Marc Barbe and Paul Jeanson. (In 
French and Polynesian with subtitles)
Milford Graves: Full Mantis 
(Unrated) Reverential retrospective 
chronicling the career of avant-garde 
jazz drummer/percussionist Milford 
Graves.
Over the course of an enduring six-
decade career, Graves has led his own 
band and also played in star-studded 
groups.
Robin Williams: Come Inside 
My Mind (Unrated) Intimate post 
mortem painting a revealing portrait 
of the late comedian via archival 
footage and interviews with some of 
his closest colleagues and confidantes. 
Featuring commentary by Billy 
Crystal, Whoopi Goldberg, Steve 
Martin and David Letterman.
Shock and Awe (R for profanity 
and sexual references) Fact-based 
drama recounting five Knight-Ridder 
reporters’ skepticism about the Bush 
Administration’s claim that Saddam 
Hussein was in possession of weapons 
of mass destruction during the buildup 
to the War in Iraq.

Independent & Foreign Films 
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG for action and 
rude humor 
Running time: 97 minutes
Production Studios: Colum-
bia Pictures / Sony Pictures 
Animation /  Media Rights 
Capital
Distributor: Columbia Pic-
tures
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Menu and Market Prices on line 
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com

Serving NY Since 1938

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR/RESTAURANT:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $39F

O
R

1 1/4  (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions 
& subject to change without notice.

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

LOBSTER
DINNER SPECIAL

$24
1 1/4

+TAX

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E 

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s
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By Nelson A. King 
The British-based Sky Sports 

says it will show all 34 matches of 
the 2018 Hero Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) live in the United King-
dom (UK) and Ireland.

“This year’s tournament, which 

runs from Aug. 8 to Sept. 16, will 
once again see some of the best 
cricketers in the world take part in a 
competition that in 2017 attracted a 
combined broadcast and digital view-
ership of over 197m fans,” said Sky 
Sports in a statement on Sunday.

It said Caribbean cricketers Chris 
Gayle, Andre Russell, Sunil Narine, 
Dwayne Bravo and Kieron Pollard 
will be joined by global superstars, 
including David Warner, Chris Lynn, 
Brendon McCullum, Martin Guptill 

Sky Sports to broadcast Hero Caribbean Premier League

Darren Bravo of Trinbago Knight Riders holds the trophy during the team’s celebration after winning the 
championship of the 2017 Hero Caribbean Premier League. Sky Sports

Continued on Page 38

By Azad Ali
West Indies A was “bowled” out of the 

Tri-Nation series when they were beaten 
by India in their final match at Kia Oval 
Northampton, England, recently.

They failed to win a single match 
in the series, crashing to their fourth 
straight loss last weekend.

Chasing India’s challenging total of 
354 for six off their 50 overs, Windies 
crumbled for just 151 in 37.4 overs, to 
lose by a mammoth 203 runs.

They were beaten by England Lions 
by nine weeks at the same venue two 
days before.

 Windies needed to win to stay alive 
after losing their two previous matches, 
but they could only muster 162 runs.

The Lions then romped to 163 runs 
in 25 overs.

By Azad Ali
West Indies Captain Jason Holder has 

jumped to a career-best 25th spot in 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
Test bowling ranking, following his out-
standing performance in the recent 
day/night third Test in Barbados.

Holder, 26, finished with career-best 
figures of nine for 60, though the effort 
proved futile as West Indies lost the 
match by four wickets inside four days 
at Kensington Oval.

He moved up 11 spots, climaxing 
a series that saw him take 12 wickets 

West Indies out 
of Tri-Nation 

Series

Holder’s best 

West Indies captain Jason Holder 
plays a shot during a match between 
England and West Indies in 2017.  
 Associated Press / Rui Vieira, File

Continued on Page 38

‘SKY’ HIGH  ‘SKY’ HIGH  

FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS
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96 mo. 120,000 mi. Warranty*APR**0.9%

BAY RIDGE NISSAN

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-877-254-3280 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

Price includes all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. *Must present ad upon entering dealership. **Low fi nancing available with Primary Lender approval. Up 
to 36 months. Must present ad upon entering dealership. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. See dealer for complete details. Expires 3 days after publication. 
 DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

OVER 500 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM

WE SELL & SERVICE ANY BRAND, MAKE & MODEL

3 PRE-OWNED INDOOR SHOWROOMS

OF CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED NISSANS

+ PLUS

DWAYNE DAVID

Call and one of our 
sales associates will 
answer your questions.

and more, in this year’s tournament, 
“which is set to be the biggest yet.”

“Broadcasting Hero CPL further 
cements Sky Sports’ commitment to 
bringing the best action from around 
the world on their dedicated cricket 
channel,” the statement said.

Damien O’Donohoe, chief execu-
tive officer of the Hero CPL, expressed 
delight that Sky will be a broadcast 
partner in 2018.

“Sky Sports has an unrivalled herit-
age and portfolio of sports in the UK 
and Ireland,” he said.

“As the number one sports broad-
caster in the region, they are the per-
fect home for cricket fans to enjoy the 
‘Biggest Party in Sport’ this year,” he 
added.

Trinbago Knight Riders are the cur-
rent Hero CPL champions after beating 
St. Kitts and Nevis Patriots in the 2017 
final, Sky Sports noted.

The defending champions will kick 
off the 2018 edition of the CPL against 
last season’s cellar-placed team, the St 
Lucia Stars, on Aug. 8.

The championship runs from Aug. 
8 to Sept. 16, with 30 league games 

scheduled to be played, followed by 
three playoff matches and the final.

Three league games will be played in 
Florida, as compared to four last year. All 
the matches in Florida will be hosted by 
Jamaica Tallawahs, Cricbuzz said.

It said the CPL, set to enter its sixth 
chapter, has been won twice each by 
Trinidad and Tobago, and Jamaica, with 
the other won by Barbados Tridents.

Meanwhile, former Australia vice-cap-
tain, David Warner, will replace fellow 
Australian D’Arcy Short in this year’s 
CPL after signing up with St. Lucia Stars. 
D’Arcy Short became unavailable for the 
franchise after he was called up to the 
Australia A squad for their tour of India in 
August and September, ICC.com said.

Sky Sports
to broadcast

Premier League
Continued from page 37 

Holder hits career best  

W. Indies stuck in ninth place
David Warner will play in the 2018 
Hero Caribbean Premier League. 
 Associated Press / Halden Krog

overall in the three-Test series, which 
was drawn 1-1.

Holder has also moved up in the 
batting rankings, leaping l0 spots to 
54th, following his top score of 74 in 

the first innings.
The all-rounder scored 198 runs in 

the series at an average.
The Barbadian effort has also seen 

him jump three spots in the all-round-
er’s rankings to sixth.

By Azad Ali
West Indies is still  ranked 9th 

in the International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) Test rankings after their 
drawn three-match Test series 
against Sri Lanka in the Caribbean 
recently.

The regional team won their 
opening Test in Trinidad by 223 
runs, drew the second Test in St 
Lucia and then lost the third in a 
low-scoring game by four wickets in 
Barbados.

Windies will now go into their 
second phase of the home series 
against Bangladesh with 72 
points.

Sri Lanka came into the series 
ranked sixth and maintained its spot 
and will now carry 91 points into 
the team’s next encounter which is 
against England.

Bangladesh which is currently 
in the Caribbean will play two Test 
matches, one in Antigua and anoth-
er in Jamaica.

They will also play three ODIs 
and two Twenty20s in Florida in 
the U.S.

The West Indies will have an 
opportunity to move up the rank-
ings ahead of eight- place Bangla-
desh if they win the series.

If Windies win the series 2-0 they 
will move to 77 points and Bangla-
desh will slip to further 67 points.

If the series ends in a draw only 
Bangladesh will lose as they will 
move down to 75 points and the 
West Indies will retain 72 points 
which they currently have.

If Bangladesh wins the series they 
will narrow the gap on seventh-
place Pakistan.

Continued from page 37 
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(1) Price includes all costs to consumer except tax, title, and DMV fees. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr at 25¢/mi thereafter. Offer subject to primary lender
approval with approved credit for qualified buyers. Lessee resp for Excess Wear/Tear/Maint/Insur/Excess Mileage. Ttl pymts/Due at Sign: Cruze = $2376/$0 + $950
acquisition fee & TTL if qualified; Trax FWD = $2376/$0 + $950 acquisition fee & TTL if qualified; (2) All rebates including Cash Allowance, Competitive Lease Cash &
Customer Cash must have A1+ Credit Approval thru GM Financial. Due at signing + $650 Bank Fee + 1st Mo Pymt +$0 Sec Dep. Prior Deals Excluded. Cannot combine
offers. Must present ad at time of signing. Pic for Illus. Purp Only. Not resp for typos/ errors. ^All offers approved with A+ Tier Approval (800+ Auto FICO) With GM Financial.
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1575 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
833-497-6386
Showroom Hours:  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 8pm
Fri - Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 11am - 4pmBayRidgeChevy.com

 DMV #7123564   NYC DCA Lic #2071419

E V E N T

#1 #1

$0 DOWN^
ONLY
24

MONTHS

ONLY
24

MONTHS

New 2018 Chevrolet
TRAX 

LS

$99LEASE
PER
MO.(1)

Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. 
Price inc. $1,750 Customer Cash, $750 Select 

Market Bonus Cash, excludes tax, title, DMV and 
acquisition fees (2). MSRP: $22,135 Vin#356319

New 2018 Chevrolet
CRUZE 

LT Sedan

$99LEASE
PER
MO.(1)

Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr Str/Brks/Winds/
Lcks. Price inc. $2,000 Customer Cash, 
excludes tax, title, DMV and acquisition 

fees(2). MSRP: $20,400 Vin#205143

By Nelson A. King 
The adjudicatory chamber of 

the independent Ethics Com-
mittee of FIFA, the world gov-
erning football (soccer) author-
ity, has banned Venold Coombs, 
the president of the St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Football 
Federation (SVGFF).

FIFA said on Tuesday that 
the ban is for two years, adding 
that it involves “all football-
related activities (administra-
tive, sports or any other) at 
both national and internation-
al level.”

The investigation into 
Coombs was opened on June 9, 
2016, focusing on “the resale of 
tickets for the 2014 FIFA World 
Cup Brazil,” FIFA said.

“The investigatory chamber 
analyzed allegations that Mr. 
Coombs had sold tickets pur-
chased by the SVGFF and by 
him personally, in his capacity 
as a FIFA standing commit-
tee member, for a profiteering 
mark-up,” the statement said.

“The adjudicatory cham-
ber found Mr Coombs guilty 

of having violated articles 21 
(bribery and corruption), 19 
(conflicts of interest) and 15 
(loyalty) of the FIFA Code of 
Ethics,” it added.

“Mr. Coombs is, therefore, 
banned for two years from 
all football-related activities 
(administrative, sports or any 
other) at both national and 

international level,” the state-
ment continued.

FIFA also imposed a 
US$40,000 fine on Coombs.

“The decision was notified 
to Mr. Coombs today [Tues-
day], and the ban comes into 
force immediately,” the state-
ment said.

On Thursday, Coombs 
denied being banned by FIFA.

“I don’t know what you are 
talking about,” he told the 
Barbados-based Caribbean 
Media Corporation.

CMC said Coombs is the 
latest Caribbean soccer offi-
cial to be sanctioned by FIFA, 
following a number of high 
profile cases in recent years.

Last year, Antiguan Gordon 
Derrick, president of the Car-
ibbean Football Union (CFU), 
was banned for six years on 
similar bribery and conflict 
of interest charges, and fined 
US$31,000, CMC said.

Also in 2017, FIFA dished out 
life bans to the former presi-
dents of the Guam, Nicaraguan 
and Venezuelan football asso-

ciations for corruption.
Former Guam Football Asso-

ciation boss Richard Lai , former 
Venezuelan FA chief Rafael 

Esquivel and ex-Nicaraguan FA 
president Julio Rocha were all 
banned after they pleaded guilty 
to fraud charges.

FIFA bans president of SVG 
soccer in ticket sales scandal

FIFA, the international soccer conglomerate, has banned St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines Football Association president 
Venold Coombs for two years in a ticket sales scandal.

Venold Coombs, the newly 
banned head of the SVG  
Football Association.
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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