
Vol. 29, Issue 25 • www.caribbeanlifenews.com June 22–28, 2018

FREE

MANHATTAN

    309 WEST 125th STREET
BETWEEN ST. NICK & FREDERICK DOUGLASS  •  646-556-8049

HARLEM
SUPERSTORE NOW OPEN

OPENING

DON’T MISS OUT! 
EXCLUSIVE IN-STORE SPECIALS 
...THESE DEALS WON’T LAST!

YOU WANT IT... WE’VE GOT IT...
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55

4K ULTRA HD SMART 
LED TV WITH HDR

40

4K ULTRA HD SMART 
LED TV WITH HDR

32

LED TV

49

4K ULTRA HD SMART 
LED TV WITH HDR

4K ULTRA HD 
ANDROID  SMART LED 

TV WITH HDR

65

OPENING

HUGE SAVINGS 

PALATIAL CREST HERALDRY 
PLUSH PILLOWTOP

WAS $799.97

P.C. RICHARD EXCLUSIVE
PPAALAPPPPPPPAAAAAAAALLLA

39% OFF
$48658

NOW...

SAVE $313

50% OFF
$4997

NOW...

SAVE $50

32" CLASS 
(31.5" DIAGONAL) 
LED TV                                                 
-RT3205   WAS $149.97

40% OFF
$29996

NOW...

SAVE $200

49" CLASS (48.5” DIAGONAL) 
4K ULTRA HD SMART LED TV WITH HDR                                               
-49UJ6300   WAS $549.96

33% OFF
$9997

NOW...

SAVE $50

35% OFF
$44896

SAVE $251

NOW...

44% OFF
$49996

NOW...

SAVE $400

EXCLUSIVE IN-STORE SPECIALS . . .THESE DEALS WON’T LAST!

YOU WANT IT.. .WE’VE GOT IT.. .

55" CLASS (54.6" DIAGONAL) 
4K ULTRA HD SMART LED
TV WITH HDR                                               
-55UJ6300  WAS $699.96

2.0-CHANNEL SOUNDBAR WITH BLUETOOTH 
-TYSBX130  WAS $99.99                                                 

36% OFF
$34996

SAVE $200

NOW...

40" CLASS
(39.5" DIAGONAL) 
4K ULTRA HD
SMART LED TV
WITH HDR                                               
-UN40MU6300
 WAS $499.96

65" CLASS
(64.5" DIAGONAL)
4K ULTRA HD ANDROID
SMART LED TV WITH HDR                                                
-L654UCNN   WAS $899.96
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By Bert Wilkinson
Two weeks after the com-

pany had told Guyana’s gov-
ernment that it was switch-
ing focus from exploratory to 
development wells, ExxonMobil 
on Wednesday announced yet 
another major oil find offshore 
Guyana as it races to make this 
Caribbean Community nation 
the latest oil producer in the 
regional grouping in early 
2020.

From its Houston, Texas 
headquarters, the company 
said it had made its eight large 
oil discovery at a well it had 
named as Longtail-1, setting 
the stage for massive oil pro-
duction from the southeastern 
section of now proven Stab-
roek Block. The block is located 
more than 100 miles north of 
the Guyana coast.

The announcement comes 
just days after Dr. Jan Man-
gal, the former Chevron profes-
sional the governing coalition 
had hired in the past year as 
an expert to advise it on oil and 

gas, this week hurled stinging 
criticism at his bosses for not 
properly readying the country 
to prepare for an oil and gas 
economy.

Presidential adviser Mangal 
said authorities must move 
quickly to hire honest and com-
petent professionals to help a 
country which is clueless about 
oil and gas and has been slow to 
build institutional capacity.

He warned that the poor will 
become poorer if the sector is 
not properly managed as cost 
of living is already rising, con-
tending that this should not be 
the case as there are dozens 
of lessons about the so-called 
oil curse around the world for 
Guyana to learn from.

“We need technical peo-
ple in the ministry of natu-
ral resources, in the revenue 
authority, ministry of finance 
and they are not appearing. It’s 
been over two years now. Go 
look at the natural resources 
and see how many foreign tech-

MAJOR 
OIL FIND

Guyana discovers even 
more oil offshore

Barbados Minister of Tourism Kerrie Symmonds. Photo by George Alleyne

By George Alleyne
Air BNB boasts a US$2.6 

billion haul from busi-
ness worldwide in 2017, 
but despite Barbados being 
a principal player in that 
money build-up, the island 
received nothing in revenue 
and the new government 
has said this has to stop.

In fact, the recently 
appointed Minister of Tour-
ism, Kerrie Symmonds, said 
this week that Air BNB is 
only one of a number of 
personal accommodation 
international businesses 
that have mushroomed over 
the last 13 years and are 

making a tidy living in Bar-
bados among other places, 
but paying no taxes. 

Symmonds said that as 
far back as 2005 Barbados 
visitor-room accommoda-
tion began increasing in 
non-traditional ways.  

“We’re not seeing it in 
the hotel sector, but in the 
privately-owned entities 
which may be houses that 
put up a room, the villa 
market, multi-tier accom-
modation, condominiums,” 
he said, adding that occu-
pancy is fuelled by a peer-
to-peer network in which 
owners attract guests, 

through property manag-
ers, and as a result, “there 
is a significant (increase) in 
room inventory… are avail-
able for rent in Barbados for 
tourism purposes.”

He said government has 
identified 3,000 unregis-
tered tourist accommoda-
tion units, which it will have 
licensed, and conservatively 
estimated that once those 
entities are brought into 
the tax stream by October 
“we should be in a position 
in the first fiscal year to get 
Bds$8 to $10 million (Bds$1 
= 50 cents US) into the cof-

Barbados closing tourism tax hole

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Caribbean
Cuba’s Deputy Foreign Minister Rog-

ello Sierra is moving to hold meetings 
with its Caribbean counterparts along 
with Cuban residents and Cuban state 
mission personnel in those countries.

Recently Sierra arrived in Trinidad 
and Tobago, the first Caribbean nation 
on his tour in the coming weeks to the 
Caribbean nations to strengthen diplo-
matic relations.

He will also visit 
Suriname, Barbados, 
Guyana and Jamaica, 
where Cuba estab-
lished diplomatic rela-
tions on Dec. 8, 1972.

The Cuban minister aims to reaf-
firm the historic bilateral relations with 
the region; exchange ideas on topics 
of mutual interest and reaffirm Cuban 
solidarity to continue cooperation with 
the region.

Bahamas
Civil aviation authorities are inves-

tigating a small plane crash that killed 
three American men recently on the 
island of Eleuthera in The Bahamas.

The plane, which authorities have 
identified as a private Cessna 421, took 
off from the Rock Sound Airport around 
4 pm, en route to Ft Pierce, Fla. when it 
crashed moments after takeoff.

The accident was reported after a 
Bahamas Air plane flying over the crash 
site called the authorities to notify 
them of the crash. The aircraft went 
down in a wooded and underdeveloped 
island terrain.

By the time residents on the island 
arrived on the scene, the three men 
were already dead, with two of them 
burned beyond recognition. The air-
craft had reportedly 
burst into flames upon 
crashing.

According to Baha-
mas Air Accident 
Investigation Department (AAID) chief 
investigator Delvin Major, the bodies of 
the victims have been flown to Nassau 
for positive identification and autop-
sies.

In January, an accident was reported 
involving a private plane that crashed 
just off North Andros, killing six pas-
sengers, including the pilot.

Barbados
The Barbados government says it will 

continue to exchange views with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) as 
how to seek financial support from the 
Washington-based financial institution 
for its economic plan.

In a statement, the IMF — which 
spent three days in the country follow-
ing days of discussions with the Ministry 
of Finance — said preliminary discus-
sions were held on the key challenges 

faced by the government, including the 
country’s very low level of international 
reserves, its unsustainable debt and 
the need to develop an economic plan 
designed to address current imbalances 
and create the conditions for sustained 
broad-based growth.

The statement said: “The Govern-
ment and the IMF will continue to 
exchange views over the coming weeks 
and expects to be able to commence 
detailed discussions regarding Barba-
dos’ economic reform program in the 
coming weeks — a 
program that the IMF 
will be asked to sup-
port with financial 
assistance.”

Prior to its depar-
ture, the head of the IMF delegation, 
Bert van Selm, said Barbados is in a 
precarious economic situation with its 
international reserves having dwindled 
to US$220 million, while central gov-
ernment debt is unsustainable.

The IMF official said that the fis-
cal deficit has decreased over the last 
few years but remains large, at about 
four percent of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in the fiscal year 2017/2018.

Grenada
A European Investment Bank (EIB) 

delegation recently visited Grenada to 
explore opportunities for financing new 
projects in the country and to meet 
high-level representatives from across 

the region. 
Head of the EIB Caribbean regional 

representation office, 
Rene Perez, and his 
colleagues discussed 
financing opportuni-
ties with senior gov-
ernment officials, pri-
vate sector investors and project pro-
moters with a view to providing loans 
to projects in Grenada.

The European Investment Bank has 
supported investment essential for pri-
vate and public sector growth in Gre-
nada and across the Caribbean.

CDB president Warren Smith and 
Jonathan Taylor, the EIB vice president 
responsible for climate action, recently 
signed a new emergency post-disaster 
reconstruction financing initiative dur-
ing the UN Climate Change Conference 
(COP23).

St. Lucia
The St. Lucia government was recent-

ly given information on the geothermal 
resource development project on what 
is needed to do to advance the project 
the next phase of exploratory drilling.

This comes a few weeks after Cabinet 
gave approval of the national energy 
transition strategy (NETS), which pro-
vides a guide on the least costly mix of 
renewable energy options available for 
St. Lucia to pursue a sustainable energy 
future.

Acting Prime Minister Ezekiel Joseph 

said the geothermal talks are oppor-
tune as countries continue to grapple 
with sporadic increases in global oil 
prices.

He said the government is commit-
ted to exploring options that will pro-
vide stability in the energy sector and 
ultimately reduce the cost of energy to 
consumers.

The St Lucia government has also 
stipulated that invest-
ments be made to 
develop local capacity 
by training St. Lucians 
in key areas to help 
manage and run the 
project, once it’s successful.

The World Bank and other global 
partners have made available US$22.5 
million in concessional and grant fund-
ing for St. Lucia to embark on the next 
phase of the project.

Trinidad
The London-based Privy Council will 

decide whether the Trinidad and Tobago 
Law Association (LATT) has the author-
ity to conduct an investigation into alle-
gations of corruption against Trinidad 
and Tobago Chief Jus-
tice Ivor Archie.

The Appeal Court in 
Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
has granted leave, with 
consent of the LATT, 
to petition the British Law Lords in his 

Juneteenth celebration
Culture wrap: Vendor TJ of Fashions by TJ shows her headwrap designs during Juneteenth 
observances at Gershwin Park in Brooklyn. See story on Page 18.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on Page 16
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By Tangerine Clarke
Permanent Representative 

and Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotenti-
ary of Guyana to the United 
Nations, Rudolph M. Ten-
Pow, has been elected by 
acclamation as a vice presi-
dent to the UN 73rd Gen-
eral Assembly, scheduled for 
Sept. 18 – 30.

Ten-Pow who was recent-
ly presented with a citation 
from Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams, dur-
ing Guyana’s 52nd Independ-
ence Anniversary at Bor-
ough Hall, for his outstand-
ing work in the community, 
is a long serving member 
of the Foreign Service of 
Guyana.

The diplomat, who has 
served as Guyana Perma-
nent Representative to the 
UN since 2016, began his 
career in the Foreign Service 
of Guyana in 1980 as desk 
officer for Venezuela. He was 
later appointed head of the 

Frontiers Division.
In 1986, Ambassador Ten-

Pow joined the United Nations 
as a French and Spanish 
translator before serving at 
the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC) in San-
tiago, Chile, according the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Georgetown.

Ten-Pow — who offici-
ates and delivers speeches 
at many functions in the 
diaspora — upon his return 
to headquarters in 1991 
served successively as revis-
er, training officer, chief of 
English Translation Service 
and acting director of the 
Documentation Division of 
the United Nations.

The multi-talented Ten-
Pow joined the World Bank 
in Washington D.C. as senior 
program manager for Confer-
ence Services and served for 
two years, before returning 
to the UN as acting director 
of Documentation Division, 

and later special adviser to 
the United Nations Coordi-
nator for Multilingualism.

The diplomat, who earned 
Postgraduate Diplomas in 
Translation and Interpreta-
tion from the University of 
Geneva, Switzerland and a 
Master’s Degree in Liberal 
Studies with a concentration 
in International Relations 
from the City University of 
New York, also served as spe-
cial adviser to the United 
Nations Coordinator for Mul-
tilingualism.

Representatives from Alge-
ria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, 
Cyprus, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Gambia, Iraq, 
Japan, Namibia, Panama, 
Qatar, San Marino, Spain, 
Sudan and Ukraine, along 
with five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council 
— China, France, Russian 
Federation, United Kingdom 
and the United States, were 
also elected to serve at the 
73rd UNGA.

Guyana UN Ambassador 
named General Assembly VP

Rudolph M. Ten-Pow, Permanent Representative and Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Guyana to 
the United Nations, left, accepting a citation from Brooklyn 
Borough President Eric Adams at recent Guyanese inde-
pendence observances in Brooklyn. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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I’m not a 
medical 
professional

nical experts are in there. It is 
zero. I am one person. Guyana 
can’t rely on one person. Guy-
ana needs to go and pull in a 
bunch of experts into govern-
ment. My intention when I 
started was to build a team up, 
but unfortunately resources 
were not available,” Mangal, 
contended.

Exxon and partners Hess 
Oil and Nexen of China first 
announced a commercial oil 
and gas find back in May of 
2015, holding back their 
announcement until after the 
local elections commission had 
declared the results or the gen-
eral elections to avoid possible 
allegations that it was moving 
to influence the result.

Since then, only two of the 
10 wells drilled so far have 
proven to be dry ones, a devel-
opment Operations Manager 
Doug McGehee says is unprec-
edented for the company any-
where else in the world.

“We are going to be drill-
ing non stop for a long time 
to come. Guyana is a marvel. 
In other places, may you get 
a successful well in one out of 
ten tries, maybe five, but what 
we have seen in Guyana we 

have not seen anywhere else,’ 
he told this publication during 
a media tour of the company’s 
Noble Bob Douglas drilling 
ship in late April.

The company said it is plan-
ning to bring yet another drill-
ing ship — a third — to work 
alongside the Bob Douglas and 
the Stenna Carron as it steps 
up activities to drill 17 wells 
in phase one of its develop-
ment plans leading to “first 
oil” in 2020. Phase two which 
could kick off around 2022, 
would see close to 40 wells 
being drilled based on current 
estimates. Such is the extent 
of the massive “world class” 
oil find off the Guyana coast. 

The latest discovery comes 
as nearly every oil major of 
repute is vying for concessions 
near Exxon’s block or to buy 
into others which already have 
concessions.

Two massive floating pro-
duction, storage and offload-
ing vessels (FPSOs) are under 
construction in Asia. Ships 
carrying away fuel to markets 
will be fed from these two stor-
age vessels.

When Guyana starts pro-
duction, it will join Trinidad, 
Suriname and Barbados as 
producers in the 15 nation 
Caribbean grouping. Suri-
name and Barbados produce 
from wells onshore.

MAJOR OIL FIND OFF GUYANA

fers of Barbados.”
“These entities that con-

stitute the so-called shar-
ing economy… they do not 
own any lodging. They come 
here and do business here 
and they act essentially as 
brokers, receiving a percent-
age of the service fee. They 
are the intermediary that 
allows the guests in Europe 
or in the United States to 
come here to a host accom-
modation.

The minister said, “Many 
of those entities are not reg-
istered,” adding that they 
have been assessed to aver-
age US$336 per night room 
rate.

“That is comparable to 
some of the five-star [hotels] 
on the West Coast of Bar-
bados. 

“Effectively, therefore, we 
have a substantive amount 
of business taking place, 
which is not registered,” 
Symmonds said.

Striking the attitude of 

an administration faced 
with the challenge of fixing 
an economy long in reces-
sion, Symmonds said that 
government intends to have 
such tourism accommoda-
tion homes registered and 
made to pay their fair share 
of levies, “and where there is 
non-compliance shut down 
the operator.”

“We cannot allow entities 
of that nature to effectively 
dig a subterranean tunnel 
under the revenue of Barba-
dos enroute to finding the 
bank that they do business 
with.”

While making it clear 
that government does not 
“want to stifle entrepreneur-
ial spirit” he argued, “but 
you can’t talk about stifling 
something that has been 
existence since 2005.”

He said the solution is 
to have a zero-tolerance 
approach to this type of 
business “if it is not reg-
istered and paying its fair 
share.”

Barbados closing 
tourism tax hole

The Noble Bobb Douglas oil rig offshore Guyana. 
 Photo by Bert Wilkinson

Continued from cover 

Continued from cover 
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NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group Brooklyn in Park Slope.

To learn more or schedule a visit, go to nyp.org/medgroupbrooklyn or call 718.643.0483.
Located at 340 4th Ave. in Brooklyn.

Expert cancer care and specialty surgery.

At our new location, we offer a team of medical and surgical oncologists—including experts from Weill Cornell Medicine—

who provide diagnosis and treatment of many types of cancers, as well as liver and lung diseases, plus seamless access to the 

resources and services of NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital.

TAX 
RESOLUTION CENTER
TAX 
RESOLUTION CENTER

AUBREY BURGESS, CPA
718.773. 7800 973.275.0211

WWW.DENVERBURGESSFINANCIALS.COM

FREE
CONSULTATION 

WE CAN  
HELP!

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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By Roberto Savio
ROME, June 18, 2018 (IPS) - 

Donald John Trump, 45th and 
current president of the United 
States, has been seen in many 
illustrious circles as an anom-
aly that cannot last. Well, it is 
time to look at reality.

If we put on the glasses of 
people who have seen their 
level of income reduced and 
are afraid of the future, Trump 
is here to stay, and he is a result 
and not a cause.

In his year and a half of 
government, Trump has not 
lost one of his battles. He has 
changed the political discourse 
worldwide, established new 
standards of ethics in politics, 
a new meaning of democracy, 
and his electoral basis has not 
been shrinking at all.

His critics are the media 
(which a large majority of 
Americans dislike), the elite 
(which is hated) and profes-
sionals (who are considered to 
be profiting at the expense of 
the lower section of the mid-
dle class).

There is now a strong divide 
with the rural world, the de-in-
dustrialised parts of the United 
States, miners with their mine 
closed, etc. In addition, white 
Americans feel increasingly 
threatened by immigrants, 
minorities, corporations and 
industries which have been 
using the government to their 
advantage. At every election 
their number shrinks by two 
percent.

Let us not forget that Trump 
was elected by the vote of the 
majority of white woman, in a 
country which is the bedrock 
of feminism.

I know that this could cre-

ate some irate reactions. The 
United States is home to 
some of the best universities 
in the world, the most bril-
liant researchers as shown by 
the number of Nobel prizes 
awarded, very good orchestras, 
libraries, museums, a vibrant 
civil society, and so on. But the 
sad reality is that those elites 
count, at best, for no more 
than 20 percent of the popula-
tion.

In 80 percent of cases, TV 
news is the only source of infor-
mation on international affairs. 
Newspapers are usually only 
local, with exception of a few 
(Wall Street Journal, New York 
Times, Washington Post, Los 
Angeles Times, in all less than 
ten), and have a readership of 
35 percent of the population.

You have only to travel in 
the United States hinterland 
to observe two striking facts: it 
is very rare to meet somebody 
who knows geography and his-
tory even minimally, and eve-
rybody is convinced that the 
United States has been help-
ing the entire world for which 
nobody is grateful.

An investigation by the New 
York Times found out that 
Americans were convinced that 
their country has been giving 
at least 15 percent of its budget 
for support and philanthropy. 
In fact, in recent decades the 
real figure has been below 0.75 
percent. At the same time, it 
has a number of institutes of 
international studies of the 
highest level with brilliant ana-
lysts, plus a large number of 
international NGOs. But only 
34 percent of the member of 
the Senate, and 38 percent of 
members of the House of Rep-
resentatives have a passport…

The country is divided into 
two worlds. Of course, the 
same happen in every coun-
try, and in Africa or Asia the 
division between elite and low-
level population is even more 
extreme. But the United States 
is an affluent country, where 
for more than two centuries 
efforts have been made on the 
fronts of education and inte-
gration in a country which has 
also been called the “melting 
pot,” and where it is widely 
believed that it is the best — if 
not the only — democracy in 
the world.

Trump, therefore, has an 
easy and captive electorate, 
made up of strong believers, 
and we cannot understand 
why, if we do not go over the 
history of American politics, 
which is in fact parallel to the 
political history of Europe. 
The calls for a lengthy analy-
sis which is what is missing 
in today’s media, and in which 
recent United States politics 
can be divided (very roughly) 
into three historical cycles.

The first, from 1945 to 
1981), saw the political class 
convinced that the priority was 
to avoid a new world war. For 
this, institutions for peace and 
cooperation had to be built, and 
individuals were to be happy 
with their status and destiny.

Internationally, that meant 
the creation of the United 
Nation, multilateralism as a 
way to negotiate on the basis 
of participation and consensus, 
and international cooperation 
as a way to help poor countries 
develop and reduce inequali-
ties. Domestically, this was 
to be done by giving priority 
to labour over capital. Strong 
trade unions were created and 
in 1979 income from labour 
accounted for 70 percent of 
total income. A similar trend 
was also the seen in Europe.

The second cycle ran from 
1981 to 2009, the year Barack 
Obama was named president. 
On behalf of the corporate 
world, Ronald Reagan had 
launched the neoliberal wave. 
He started by shutting down 
the trade union of air traf-

fic controllers, and went on to 
dismantle much of the welfare 
and social net built over the 
previous four decades, elimi-
nating regulations, giving free 
circulation to capital, creating 
unrestricted free trade, and so 
on.

That led to delocalisation of 
factories, the decline of trade 
unions and their ability to 
negotiate, and a very painful 
reduction of the labour share 
of wealth, which fell from 70 
percent in 1979 to 63 percent 
in 2014, and has continued to 
decline ever since.

Unprecedented inequali-
ties have become normal and 
accepted. Today, an employee 
at Live Nation Entertainment, 
an events promotion and tick-
eting company, who earns an 
average of 24,000 dollars would 
need 2,893 years to earn the 
70.6 million dollars that its 
CEO, Michael Rapino, earned 
last year.

Reagan had a counterpart 
in Europe, Margaret Thatcher, 
who dismantled trade unions, 
ridiculed the concept of com-
munity and common goods 
and aims (“… there is no such 
thing as society. There are indi-
vidual men and women and 
there are families …” ), partly 
followed by Gerard Schroed-
er in Germany. Globalisation 
became the undisputed new 
political vision, far from the 
rigid ideologies which had cre-
ated communism and fascism, 
and were responsible for the 
Second World War. The market 
would solve all problems, and 
governments should keep their 
hands off.

Reagan was followed by 
Bush Sr., George H. W. Bush. 
who somewhat moderated Rea-
gan’s policies. While he started 
the war with Iraq, he did not go 
on to invade the entire country. 
And he was followed by a Dem-
ocrat, Bill Clinton, who did not 
challenge neoliberal globalisa-
tion but tried to ride it, show-
ing that the left (in American 
terms) could be more efficient 
than the right. To give just 
one example, it was Clinton 
who completed deregulation of 

banks by repealing the Glass-
Steagall Act which separated 
savings and investment bank-
ing. That led to the transfer of 
billions of dollars from savings 
to investments, or specula-
tion, with the result that today 
banks consider customer activ-
ity less lucrative than invest-
ments, and finance has become 
a sector that is totally separate 
from the production of goods 
and services. There are now 40 
times more financial transac-
tions in one day than output 
from industry and services, 
and finance is the only sector 
of human activity without any 
international control body.

Markets are now more 
important than the vote of citi-
zens given that, in many cases, 
it is they that decide the viabil-
ity of a government. Further-
more, this has become a sector 
with no ethics: since the finan-
cial crisis of 2008, banks have 
paid a whopping amount of 321 
billion dollars in penalties for 
illegal activities.

Clinton’s conviction that the 
left could be successful also had 
its counterpart in Europe, like 
Reagan had Thatcher. It was 
Tony Blair, who constructed a 
theoretical design for explain-
ing the submission of the left 
to neoliberal globalisation: this 
was the so-called Third Way 
which was, in fact, was a cen-
trist position that tried to rec-
oncile centre-right economic 
and centre-left social policies.

However, it became clear 
that neoliberal globalisation 
was in fact lifting only a few 
boats and that capital with-
out regulation was becoming 
a threat. Social injustices con-
tinued to increase and legions 
of people in the rural area felt 
that towns were syphoning 
off all revenues and that the 
elite was ignoring them, and 
unemployed workers and the 
impoverished middle class no 
longer felt old loyalties to the 
left, which was now considered 
representative of the elite and 
professionals.

In the United States the 
Democratic Party, which also 
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“Jamaica to UK, the Reg-
gae Revolution” themes IRD’s 
2018 Celebration of 50 Years 
of Reggae & Synergy With 
England.

A mention of the word reg-
gae and folks may conjure 
images of red, gold and green, 
Rastafarians, Jamaica, music, 
dance and maybe even scents 
from puffs of aromatic weed 
wafting in the air.

The varied interpretation to 
a genre of music that originat-
ed in Jamaica 50 years ago is 
far more comprehensive, inter-
pretative and definitive.

Perhaps that is why, midway 
in its existence, one woman 
decided to dedicate an entire 
day to showcasing some of the 
elements that comprise the 
music that also celebrates cul-
ture, family, heritage and a long 
list of proud achievements.

According to founder Andrea 
Davis, it was seeing and hearing 
Winnie Mandela in Kingston, 
Jamaica in 1992 that motivated 
her to herald the genre.

The South African matri-
arch and freedom fighter had 
accompanied her husband Nel-
son to the island for a ‘thank 
you’ visit after his release from 

27 years of imprisonment in 
his homeland.

Davis was among the privi-
leged audience invited to listen 
with other women in the capi-
tal city to the candid opinions 
Mandela lavished on the role 
reggae played in eradicating 
apartheid.

Davis explained that with 
that armor and the facts she 
had already laid claim to in 
Jamaica Arts Holdings (yes, 
JAH) she felt compelled to 
make a difference. She said 
she was convinced recording 
artists, scholars, music insid-
ers and other like-minded indi-
viduals would share her vision 
of celebrating the revolution-
ary music.

Davis had also witnessed the 
impact of the music, working 
as an executive at JAMPRO, 
a governmental agency tasked 
with promoting the island.

Independent of government 
support or major sponsorship 

affiliations, (and with little 
cash) the lone, young, entre-
preneur, mother and reggae 
purist embarked on a project 
she envisioned to be a 24-hour 
global celebration of Jamaican 
music and culture.

Of all the days and months 
already claimed for various 
commemorations, she chose 
JulyOne as the likeliest to 
flaunt the beat and rhythm 
that coined a new word to the 
global lexicon.

Two years later, her vision 
became a reality, with food, 
fashion, dance and artistry 
dominating the proceedings.  
After eliciting an alliance with 
the University of the West 
Indies and a number of radio 
stations on the island, she 
was able to broaden her reach 
which extended like tentacles 
throughout the world.

“In a year which marks 
UK’s role in the development 
of reggae in the last 50 years, 

the 2018 theme is ‘Jamaica to 
UK: The Reggae Revolution,” 
Davis said. “IRD is the first 
ever annual calendar event 
to be officially proclaimed 
and dedicated to celebrating 
the best of Jamaica’s lifestyle 
music and its impact on global 
culture.” 

WBAI-99.5 FM will laud the 
annual during a broadcast on 
the Global Black Experience 
hosted by Imhotep Gary Byrd 
on the eve of the anniversary.

For more detailed informa-
tion log onto www.ireggaeday.
com 

Catch You On The Inside!

50 years of Jamaica’s signature music 

Andrea Davis with British reggae deejay Mixmaster J at !RD 
2015 celebration. Photo by Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

©2017 New York Lottery. You must be 18 or older to purchase a lottery ticket. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with problem gambling, call 1-877-8-HOPE-NY or text HOPENY (467369). nylottery.ny.gov

Odds of 
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enough sleep? 
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

held a neoliberal view with Clinton, 
began to change its agenda from an eco-
nomic approach to one of human rights, 
defending minorities, Afro-Americans 
and immigrants, and advocating their 
inclusion in the system.

The fight was no longer between 
corporations and trade unions, and 
Obama was the result of that fight, 
the champion of human rights also as 
an instrument of international affairs. 
In fact, while he had a brilliant agenda 
on human rights, he did very little on 
the social and economic front, beside 
the law on national health. But his 
alliance of minorities and progressive 
whites was a personal baggage, who 
could not pass on to an emblematic 
figure of the establishment like Hil-
lary Clinton.

That led to a new situation in Ameri-
can politics. Those on the left began to 
see defence of their identity (and their 
past) as the new fight, now that the tra-
ditional division between left and right 
had waned. Religious identity, national 
identity, fight against the system and 
those who are different, become politi-
cal action.

It should be stressed that the same 
process happened in Europe, albeit in 
a totally different cultural and social 
situation. Those left out deserted the 
traditional political system to vote for 
those who were against the system, and 

promised radical changes to restore the 
glories of the past.

Their message was necessary nation-
alist, because they denounced all inter-
national systems as merely support-
ing the elites who were the beneficiar-
ies. It was also necessarily to find a 
scapegoat, like the Jews in the thirties. 
Immigrants were perfect because they 
aroused fear and a perceived loss of tra-
ditional identity, a threat in a period of 
large unemployment.

The new political message from the 
newcomers was to empower those left 
out, those who felt fear, those who had 
lost any trust in the political class, and 
promise to give them back their sover-
eignty, reject intruders and take power 
away from the traditional elites, the 
professionals of politics, to bring in real 
people.

Since the end of the financial cri-
sis in 2008 – which brought about 
even further deterioration of the social 
and economic situation) – those parties 
known as populist parties started to 
grow and they now practically dominate 
the political panorama.

In the United States, the Republicans 
of the Tea Party, radical right-wing leg-
islators, were able to change the Repub-
lican party, pushing out those called 
compassionate conservatives because 
they had social concern. In Europe, the 
media were startled to see workers vot-
ing for Marine Le Pen in France, but 

the left had lost any legitimacy as repre-
sentative of the lower incomes; techno-
logical change led to the disappearance 
of social identities, like workers.

In a period of crisis, there was no 
capability for redistribution. The left 
had now found itself in the middle of a 
crisis of identity and it will not emerge 
from it soon.

Let us now come to today. In Novem-
ber 2016, to universal amazement, (and 
his own) Trump was elected president of 
the United States, and just four months 
later, in March 2017, Brexit came as a 
rude awakening for Europe. 

The resentful and fearful went to the 
polls to get Great Britain out of Europe. 
The fact that the campaign was plagued 
by falsehood — recognised by the win-
ners after the referendum — was irrel-
evant. Who was against Brexit? The 
financial system, the international cor-
porations, the big towns like London, 
university professors: in other words, 
the system. That was enough.

Here, I have deliberately lumped 
together the United States and Europe 
(the European Union) to show that 
globalisation has had a global impact. 
A United States, which had been the 
creator and guarantor of the interna-
tional system, started to withdraw from 
it under Reagan when he felt that it was 
becoming a straitjacket for the United 
States.

This started the decline of the Unit-

ed Nations: on American initiative, 
trade was taken away from the United 
Nations and the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) was created. Globalisation 
has two engines, trade and finance, and 
both are now out of the United Nations, 
which has become an institution for 
health, education, children, woman and 
other non-productive sectors, according 
to the market.

It is no coincidence that Trump is 
now fighting against the globalisation 
that United States invented, and one of 
its main enemies is the WTO.

An old maxim is that people get 
the government they deserve. But we 
should also be aware that they are being 
pushed by a new alliance: the alterna-
tive right alliance. In all countries it has 
the same aim: destroy what exists. 

This network is fed at the same 
time by Russia and the United 
States. American alt-right ideo-
logues like Steve Bannon are 
addressing European audiences to 
foster the end of the European 
Union, with clear support from the 
White House. 

The populists in power, like 
Viktor Orban in Hungary or Matteo 
Salvini in Italy (as well those not 
in power, like Le Pen) all consider 
Trump and Vladimir Putin as their 
points of references. Such alliances 
are new, and they will become very 
dangerous.

Trump is here to stay and change the world
Continued from Page 10 
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, 
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top 
priority is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums and Teeth for a Lifetime!

Gentle and Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
813 Nostrand Ave.

Bet. Union & President streets

718-778-3283

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

for
consecutive 
YEARS10

WE HAVE MOVED!
 State of the art facility
 Steps away from the train
 Ground level entrance
 Luxury design

 Custom-made lounging 
dental chairs
 Advanced 3D x-ray 
technology
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By George Alleyne
Barbados Prime Minister Mia 

Mottley has delivered on many 
campaign promises, brought 
almost immediate breaks to 
the nation that overwhelming 
elected her government, and set 
down sacrifices to me made for 
economic recovery, all in one 
fell swoop.

Coming to office to preside 
over a country facing a debt level 
of over $15 billion ((Bds $1 = 50 
cents US), with public liability as 
a proportion of national income 
at 171 percent, Mottley Monday 
presented her first budget that 
had a mixture of relief measures 
and financial initiatives aimed at 
righting the economy. 

Introducing what she dubbed 
a ‘mini-budget’ Mottley said it 
was intended to begin the proc-
ess of stopping “the hemorrhag-
ing and decay, and return our 
beloved nation to a status of 
pride and enjoyment by residents 
and the admiration of friends 
and nations, near and far.”

Reflecting on a campaign 
promise to halt the island’s 
decline and restore confidence 
and hope, she said, “I gave my 
word that a Barbados Labour 
Party Government under my 

leadership would respond cou-
rageously to the social and eco-
nomic crises now facing the 
country, and that we would 
make the tough choices between 
what is essential, what is highly 
desirable and what is optional.”

True to her word Mottley 
announced repeal of the law for 
the National Social Responsibil-
ity Levy (NSRL) of 10 percent tax 
on all goods brought into this 
import-dependent country, that 
had so annoyed Barbadians they 
had taken to the streets in two 
mass protests against it last year.

Removal of this law should 
see price reductions for food 
and other essential items within 
months.

The one item that perhaps had 
irked Barbadians more than the 
NSRL was the last government’s 
imposition of partial fees on 
university education from 2014. 
Since independence in 1966 Bar-
badians had been accustomed to 
free university study once they 
met the academic requirements 
and regardless of their economic 
position.

The 2014 fee imposition had 
seen an enrollment fall-off by 
thousands.

Among other relief measures 

were an increase in old-age pen-
sions and welfare of the most 
vulnerable, and a grant of a five 
per cent public servants wage 
increase that was frozen for 10 
years.

Over the years of economic 
decline Barbados had suffered 
a wide range of infrastructural 
neglect and this budget, present-
ed merely 18 days after elections, 
pumped millions of dollars into 
fixing the South Coast sewage 
spill problem that had embar-
rassed this island as a prime 
tourism destination. 

Millions were also thrust into 
getting public transportation 
buses on the road and acquir-
ing garbage trucks to deal with 
trash pile-ups that had become a 
feature of recent years.

These initiatives aimed at 
returning Barbadians to the 
standard of life to which they 
were accustomed, were coupled 
with new taxes on water and air 
travel along with a rearrang-
ing of several levies on transac-
tions and other activities, some 
of which are optional thereby 
giving consumers choices while 
others represent increased con-
tributions for badly needed 
national development.

“So, there is some sacrifice,” 
Mottley said as she presented 
the budget standing in as the 
nation’s first female prime min-

ister. “But we cannot promise to 
serve omelette down the road, if 
we refuse at this time, to crack 
the eggs.”

Barbados cracked an egg

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley about to deliver the 
budget. Photo by George Alleyne

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 
back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts that 
left with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission there 
were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 
and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel 
through space, the effects of gravity are removed 
and you are in a weightless state. All the pressure is 
taken off your spine and discs. Even better — and 
this is the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated material 
back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a 
non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herniated 
and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degenerative 
disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse or failure 
following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718 234-6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

S f i d 3

DRX9000TM

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN
BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY
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 � Defender of Obamacare

 � Co-sponsor of Medicare for All Act
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Grand
Opening

 SPECIALIZING IN ACCIDENTS DUE TO  
AUTO  CONSTRUCTION  TRIP AND FALL

MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL 

Call for appointment 
718-968-7000

1849 UTICA AVENUE 

SERVICES INCLUDE: 
 Neurology  Orthopedic Surgeons 

 General Practitioners 
 Pain Management

Chiropractic  Acupuncture 
 Free Transportation upon request.

bid to stop the organization from mov-
ing ahead with its investigation.

In addition to leave being granted, the 
LATT has also agreed to hold the special 
general meeting to discuss a report on 
the investigation and the advice given 
by two Senior Counsels (SCs) who were 
retained by the law body.

The Appeal Court has refused to grant 
an injunction preventing the associa-

tion’s legal counsel — Dr Francis Alexis 
QC, of Grenada and Eamon Courtnay, 
QC, of Belize — from continuing with 
their deliberations. The hearing is set 
to take place on July 23.

Archie is seeking to have the Privy 
Council overturn a ruling by three 
Appeal Court judges, who found that 
the LATT had the legal authority to 
carry out the investigation.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 5 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

By George Alleyne
Early indications that the new Bar-

bados government is inspiring confi-
dence in the international community 
are an International Monetary Fund 
undertaking to grant the island conces-
sionary loans, and a hemispheric bank’s 
commitment to chip in also. 

These positive signs emerged over 
the past few days despite the adminis-
tration having suspended payments on 
the country’s mountain of foreign debt, 
repayment of which threatened wipe 
out its international currency reserves 
and leave it still owing hundreds of 
millions.

An upbeat Prime Minister Mia Mott-
ley last weekend returned from a Wash-
ington meeting with IMF Managing 
Director, Christine Lagarde, and spoke 
of the imminent loan from that organi-
sation at a one percent interest rate to 
help Barbados begin meeting its debt 
obligations and start redevelopment 
projects.

An IMF team is due in Barbados from 
July 2 to 12 to negotiate the loan. 

Though Mottley did not state the 
amount of money expected from the 
Fund, the one percent interest credit 
rate is a remarkable achievement itself 
when taken against the backdrop of 
Barbados over the past 10 years suffer-
ing some 22 international credit rating 
downgrades, which had caused lenders 
worldwide shy away doing business with 
the island, unless high interest repay-
ment could be attached to any loans 
granted.

An example, a US$225 loan that 
the past government had to accept 
from Credit Suisse AG Cayman Islands 
in 2013 at an interest rate ranging 
between 7.5 and 8.5 percent.

Mottley said that among the reasons 
for the positive outcome of her talks 
with the IMF last week is a recognition 
“there are things that the Barbados 
government must do because we have 
strongly fought for it and argued that 
this must be the basis upon which we 
move forward if we are to keep out 
country together.”

The new Barbados prime minister’s 
confidence was backed by none other 
than the IMF head, Lagarde. who tweet-
ed, “it was a pleasure to meet Prime 
Minister @miaamormottley today. I 
reiterated our support for Barbados and 
its economic reform plan, which aims 
to put the economy on a sustainable 
path while protecting the poor.”

Mottley reported to the nation, “we 
were able to discuss with her (Lagarde) 
and her team the framework that we put 
on the table. And we made it very clear 
that we had mission-critical issues that 
we have to deal with, that we inherited 
a government with infrastructure that 
was largely broken. Busses that Barba-
dians couldn’t get. Garbage trucks that 
are not functioning. A sewerage system 
that is affecting the south coast”.

But even before the IMF team touch-
es down in Barbados for the conces-
sionary loan negotiations, a delegation 
from the Inter-American Bank arrived 
in Barbados for talks Wednesday.

Soft money coming to Barbados 
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SAVE BIG with our dental savings plan 
for only $49 per year

LOOKING FOR A GOOD AND AFFORDABLE DENTIST?
DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS 
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
Per unit

Each Each
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Dr. Irina Yesina, DDS
602 FLATBUSH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(Next to Flatbush and Rutland Road)

718-778-7600

If you are like me, the last thing you want to do is go to see the dentist. At least that 
is how I used to feel until a good friend of mine recommended Dr. Yesina. From my 
fi rst visit, I knew I was in caring hands. Dr. Yesina combines excellent dental skills 
with compassion for her patients. Her entire offi ce staff refl ects this same style and 
attentiveness. They are friendly, thoughtful and professional. So, if you want the best 
dental care, combined with a comfortable and caring environment, you really need to 

visit Dr. Yesina.
Melissa C., Brooklyn, New York, NY

By Nelson A. King 
A doctor at Kings Coun-

ty Hospital in Brooklyn, 
officially known as NYC 
Health+Hospitals/Kings Coun-
ty, has become one of the first 
doctors in New York City, and 
likely the first in Brooklyn, 
to use an innovative method 
of hand surgery that allows 
patients to be awake during the 
outpatient procedure.

Known as WALANT, an 
acronym for Wide Awake Local 
Anesthesia No Tourniquet, 
Kings County Hospital said 
on Thursday that the surgical 
technique was first performed 
at the hospital on Nov. 3, 2017 
— one of the first in New York 
City.

It is believed that Kings 
County Hospital has the first 
and only ambulatory facility 
dedicated to wide-awake hand 
surgery – with no pre-opera-
tive testing or post-operative 
recovery or monitoring — in 
the city.

While traditional hand sur-
geries require general anesthe-

sia and a tourniquet to stem the 
flow of blood through a vein 
or artery, the new technique 
requires neither, Kings County 
Hospital said. Dr. Steven M. 
Koehler, director of Orthopedic 
Hand Surgery at the hospital, 
performs WALANT surgery in 
the Ambulatory Care Clinic on 
patients who are awake during 
the entire process.

Kings County Hospital said 
the procedure lasts about 45 
minutes from check-in to 
check-out.

The hospital said patients 
receive an anesthetic injected 
at the surgical site, epinephrine 
to stop bleeding and lidocaine 
to subdue pain – the same 
medications commonly used in 
simple dental procedures.

The most common condi-
tions for which WALANT sur-
gery is available at Kings Coun-
ty Hospital include carpal tun-
nel release, follow-up surgeries 
after amputation (often called 
revision surgery), the removal 
of cysts that develop on the 
wrist (dorsal wrist ganglion 

excision), tendon repairs and 
transfers, reconstructive repair 
of wounds and the removal of 
dead tissue or foreign objects.

“When patients are not 
sedated during surgery, they 
are able to receive education 
and more readily participate in 
their care,” Dr. Koehler said.

“With the lack of sedation, 
their memory is not impaired, 
and they can leave right after 
the surgery, without hav-
ing to recover from sedation 
or unnecessary opiates,” he 
added.

“They can ask questions 
and see a repair — perhaps 
a return of function — dur-
ing the surgery,” he continued. 
“Educating the patient during 
surgery not only provides bet-
ter outcomes and fewer compli-
cations but is beneficial to the 
overall patient experience.”

Kings County Hospital said 
patients also benefit in other 
ways from WALANT surgery.

It said patients don’t need 
pre-operative procedures, such 
as EKGs or chest X-rays, nor 

do they need an anesthesia 
consultation. There’s no fast-
ing or changing medication 
schedules beforehand, which is 
particularly important to those 
with diabetes.

Kings County Hospital 
said the procedure is quick-
er, and, because the surgeon 
can perform more surgeries 
each day, there is typically less 
time to wait for an appoint-
ment than for traditional hand 

surgery. Importantly, Kings 
County Hospital said there are 
also fewer complications. In 
some cases, the hospital said 
WALANT offers a treatment 
when traditional surgery is not 
an option.

It pointed to a recent exam-
ple of a woman who needed 
repairs for cut tendons and 
nerves in her hand, but open 
surgery was contraindicated 
because she is pregnant.

Brooklyn doctor performs 
innovative hand surgery 

Dr. Steven M. Koehler performs hand surgery on patient 
Manny Felt, assisted by registered nurse Olivia Ross at 
Kings County Hospital in Brooklyn. Kings County Hospital
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NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.
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 $14.60 per hour
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By Alexandra Simon
Hundreds participated in the 

festive ninth annual Juneteenth 
celebration at Gershwin Park in 
East New York on June 16. The 
yearly event celebrating June 
19, also known as Juneteenth 
— the emancipation of slavery 
in Texas, honors that milestone 
with an all-day community get-
together. Featuring a talent 
show, music, arts and crafts, 
and dancing, the day was espe-
cially filled with a lot to see for 
newcomers, according to one 
attendee.

“It was my first time going 
to this and it turned out very 
well,” said Canarsie designer 
Nicole Brown. “I’ve heard of 
Juneteenth over the years to 
the extent where it peaked my 
interest, but when I found out 
about this — I thought ‘Wow 
it’s a great idea.’”

Brown, who came to vend 
and sell several of her religious 
empowerment tee shirts, wish-
es she got to take part in more 
activities, particularly tasting 
some of the cuisine. 

“I didn’t get to sample as 
much food as I wanted, but 
nonetheless it was very pleas-
ant,” she said. 

One of her favorite moments 
of the day was an appearance 
by a mature musical dance 
troupe, which marched and 
danced.

“I’m a music girl and any-
where there’s a stage and 

music I gravitate to, and 
when they had a marching 
band with a more senior 
group line dancers doing the 
electric slide, I thought that 
was so cool,” said Brown. 

She said she was already 
planning her second return 
to the event because she 
loved how it brought people 
of different backgrounds to 
celebrate a significant event 
for the African Diaspora. 

“I think they’ve done 
an awesome job with 
Juneteenth,” said Brown. 
“Umoja events has been 
doing this for nine years and 
will be going on to its tenth 
year, and they’re bringing 
different cultures, ethnici-
ties, and creatives together 
on one platform. 

“We are people of ingenu-
ity and to have a platform to 
be open, allows us to express 
our creativity through 
dance, art, music, jewelry, 
and use our own history to 
create an awesome experi-
ence for it.” 

East New York observes 
annual Juneteenth celebration

Recognizing community: Umoja Events presented several 
community members with recognitions. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Empowering tees: Designer 
Nicole Brown of Living Light 
Designs poses with one of 
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

   We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer,
Saturdays at 6PM AM 570 The 

Mission, Saturdays at 8AM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

MON. JUNE 25th

MANHATTAN
11 AM & 3 PM

The 3 West Club
3 West 51st Street

(Bet. Fifth & Sixth Avenues)

TUES. JUNE 26th

STATEN ISLAND
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Bocelli Ristorante
1250 Hylan Boulevard

(Bet. Clove & Old Town Roads)
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Need Medical Transportation?
You may be eligible to have your next trip to the doctor paid 
by Medicaid. To check your eligibility, call (844) 666-6270 
and ask for Medical Transportation. If approved, request for 
Brooklyn Radio Dispatcher to be your provider of choice.

You Need
Medical Transportation

You may be
eligible for this service

to be covered by medicaid 
call today at:

718-384-2525
WE WILL PICK

YOU UP! NO EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION

By Nelson A. King
As part of his Caribbean 

American Heritage Month 
celebrations, New York City 
Comptroller Scott M. Stringer 
on Tuesday honored three Car-
ibbean Americans in a grand 
celebration at Tropical Paradise 
Ballroom on Utica Avenue in 
Brooklyn.

Stringer bestowed the honor 
on Haitian educator, commu-
nity organizer and activist Dr. 
Monalisa Ferrari, US Virgin 
Islands (USVI)-born pastor Gil-
ford T. Monrose, and Panama-
nian roots DJ Norie. 

Norie was not present to 
accept the award, but Stringer 
told the packed crowd, to huge 
laughter, that he was bestow-
ing the award whether or not 
he showed up.

“We have three amazing 
honorees,” Stringer said. “Our 
City has long been a beacon 
of hope for immigrants. From 
Canarsie in Brooklyn to Gun 
Hill in the Bronx, Caribbean-
American New Yorkers’ vibrant 
energy, strong community, 

and entrepreneurial spirit have 
become part of the very fabric 
of our city.

“Our nearly one million Car-
ibbean-American citizens have 
made this city what it is today,” 
he added. “You’ve helped build 
our boroughs, you’ve lifted up 
our neighborhoods, and you’ve 
served New Yorkers as nurses, 
doctors, police officers, law-

yers, firefighters, and entrepre-
neurs. 

“You’re our neighbors, 
friends, colleagues, family 
members,” he continued. “And 
immigrants enrich us in ways 
that can’t be counted.”

He noted that more than 
670,000 New Yorkers — over 
20 percent of the city’s immi-
grant population — are eligible 
for naturalization, but haven’t 
applied, because of the cost. 

Dr. Ferrari works at the NYC 
Department of Education as a 
professional development coor-
dinator, and has previously 
served as a dean, middle school 
director, lead teacher and men-
tor.  

Pastor Monrose has been a 
religious leader and communi-
ty activist since moving to NYC 
in 1999. He serves as chaplain 
for the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority, and director 
of Faith Based and Clergy Initi-
atives at the Brooklyn Borough 
President’s Office.

DJ Norie is considered 
“America’s most influential 

radio personality for dance hall 
reggae.” 

The honor ceremony was 
preceded by two selections 

from Andrew Clarke, of the 
Jamaican folklore group, Braa-
ta Productions: “Rivers of Bab-
ylon” and “Smile Jamaica.”

NYC Comptroller honors 
Caribbean Americans

Dr. Monalisa Ferrari received an award from Comptroller 
Scott Stringer. Photo by Nelson A. King

Jamaican Andrew Clarke, 
of Braata Productions, per-
forms “Rivers of Babylon.” 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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A Strong and Natural Bite

Introducing the best smile you’ve ever had! 
Say HELLO to the comfort and durability 

of real teeth. No one will know your secret.
                                        Joseph Lichter, DDS

Call 718-339-7878 to schedule a smile consultation.
Joseph Lichter, D.D.S. believes everyone should have a plan

to get the smile of their dreams from doctors they trust.
You’re in Good Hands with Good People,

Joseph Lichter, DDS
For more information or to schedule a visit, go to

www.josephlichterdds.com

718-339-7878

1420 Avenue P, 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

  Laser Dentistry
  Pain-free Treatment
  Cutting Edge Tech!

  Needle-free Drilling
  Intraoral Photography
  TMJ & Endodontic Therapy

BEFORE AFTER

State of the Art Dental Technology
                  1420 Avenue P, 2nd fl ., BK, NY 112229                  Joseph Lichter, D.D.S., P.C.

“Bright Transforming Treatment” $775
Per Veneer

EXP. 6/30/2018

Senior Veneer Special

ABUTMENT & CROWN ADDITIONAL $1,250

Senior
Implant

Special
$1,250

SUMMER SPECIAL
ZOOM Whitening

$395

VELscope
The Latest Oral Cancer
Screening - only $40!

A Strong and Natural Bite

Introducing the best smile you’ve ever had! 
Say HELLO to the comfort and durability 

of real teeth. No one will know your secret.
                                        Joseph Lichter, DDS By Nelson A. King

The Executive Secretary of the Eco-
nomic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Alicia 
Bárcena, has called for a “new narra-
tive” on international cooperation for 
the region’s development. 

In addressing a high-level meeting in 
Panama City, organized by the Europe-
an Union (EU), Bárcena said there was 
need for “rethinking development and 
generating a new consensus, based on 
greater regional integration, interna-
tional cooperation that effectively sup-
ports the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean in their transition 
to development, and investments and 
industrial policies that favor the envi-
ronmental push toward more sustain-
able growth for equality.”

Bárcena was one of the main speak-
ers at the EU’s Regional Seminar for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, con-
vened by the Directorate-General for 
International Cooperation and Devel-
opment of the European Union (DG 
DEVCO). The seminar concluded last 
Friday.

Bárcena participated in the panel 
“Opportunities for cooperation with 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the context of the EU Consen-
sus,” along with Stefano Manservisi, 
Director-General of DG DEVCO; Jorge 
Familiar Calderón, Vice President of 
the World Bank; and Mario Pezzini, 
Director of the Paris-based Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s (OECD) Development 
Centre.

In her remarks, ECLAC’s Executive 
Secretary said that, “in light of the 
deep tectonic shifts currently defin-
ing globalization — the technological 
revolution, the future of work in view 
of robotics, climate change, geopo-
litical changes, the crisis of mega-
agreements, migration and the aging 
population — it is urgent that we seek 
new patterns of production and con-
sumption.

“In this scenario, the United Nations 

2030 Agenda and its 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) represent a 
paradigm shift; it is a civilizing agenda 
that requires better international and 
regional governance,” Bárcena under-
scored.

“In this uncertain international con-
text, international cooperation plays 
a key role, particularly for nations 
in transition or middle-income coun-
tries,” she added.

Currently, Bárcena said 85 of the 
countries in the region are included in 
this category, “which classifies them 
according to per capita gross national 
product (GNP), without considering 
the deep structural gaps that many of 
them present.

“These countries have ‘graduated’, 
so to speak, and are no longer eligi-
ble to receive official development aid 
(ODA), but this does not guarantee 
their access to other sources of financ-
ing and eliminates trade preferences,” 
she said.

“In the case of small island develop-
ing states (SIDS), especially in the Car-
ibbean, the size and isolation of their 
economies are a significant restriction 
to the mobilization of national resourc-
es, in addition to their vulnerability to 
the effects of climate change and debt 
accumulation,” Bárcena added.

She reiterated that although Latin 
America and the Caribbean have man-
aged to significantly reduce inequali-
ties in recent years, it continues to be 
the most unequal region in the world.

Bárcena said that this reduction of 
inequalities has led to “a transforma-
tion in the structure of societies, pull-
ing a large number of households out 
of poverty.”

She pointed to figures that show 
that the middle classes are increasing 
at a greater rate than the average for 
OECD countries.

“Nevertheless, these middle classes 
have been left more vulnerable to the 
setbacks of development, which could 
return them to a situation of poverty,” 
Bárcena said.

Alicia Bárcena, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC) Executive Secretary, during the European Union seminar held in 
Panama. Courtesy: EU 

Call for ‘new narrative’ for 
Caribbean development
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  2 3 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
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By Nelson A. King
Jamaica’s Minister of Industry, Com-

merce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Aud-
ley Shaw, has reiterated the Andrew 
Holness government’s commitment to 
providing an enabling infrastructure 
for investment.

In addressing the opening ceremony 
of the third staging of the nation’s pre-
mier investment event, the Jamaica 
Investment Forum (JIF), at the Iberos-
tar Convention Centre in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica, Shaw said Jamaica is fast 
becoming the regional poster child for 
fiscal prudence and economic growth, 
according to the Jamaica Information 
Service (JIS).

Shaw said this is buoyed by “a skilled 
and talented workforce with current 
and relevant legislative framework sup-
porting established, as well as fledgling 
industries.”

Shaw, who has portfolio responsibil-
ity for JAMPRO, after previously serving 
as Minister of Finance and Public Serv-
ice, noted that having provided macro-
economic stability, he is now charged 
with micro-economic mobilization.

JAMPRO is an agency of the Govern-
ment of Jamaica’s Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries 
(MICAF) that promotes business oppor-
tunities in export and investment to the 
local and international private sector.

In reiterating the Jamaican gov-
ernment’s commitment to attracting 
investments, Shaw told the gathering 
of business leaders, investors, entre-
preneurs and media that his adminis-
tration has sought to build “a strong 
and robust landscape in which busi-
nesses can thrive, recognizing that 
comprehensive and supportive business 
facilitation frameworks are essential 
for investments and business develop-

ment,” the JIS statement said.
Shaw said the Government of Jamai-

ca has begun to develop two comple-
mentary electronic platforms designed 
to allow the investment and exporting 
community a more efficient service.

“The National Business Portal will 
be the central point through which all 
investment projects are routed, giving 

access to all relevant public stakehold-
ers and thereby providing transparency 
and government cohesion while the 
National Trade Portal will serve as a 
precursor to the Electronic Single Win-
dow, aimed at fast tracking information 
sharing, facilitating online application 
submissions and enabling back office 
interface among Government’s Border 

Regulatory Agencies,” he said.
Shaw said the trade portal was 

approved by Cabinet in the 2017/18 
budget under the overarching Trade 
Facilitation Initiative. The World Bank 
is supporting both projects as part of 
its Foundations for Competitiveness & 
Growth Project, GIS said.

During his address, Shaw noted that 
Jamaica’s move toward coordinating 
its development as a premier invest-
ment hub began with the coining of the 
National Investment Policy, approved 
for development by Cabinet in Febru-
ary 2017.

“This pivotal blueprint is the over-
arching policy framework by which the 
Government of Jamaica will attract and 
facilitate investments and will guide 
the development, administration and 
monitoring of the investment com-
munity, to ensure cohesion among all 
related initiatives, programs, incen-
tive regimes and stakeholder contribu-
tions,” Shaw said.

During the current fiscal year, it is 
expected that the Green Paper will be 
tabled in Parliament as well as a series 
of national consultations toward “shor-
ing up” the legislation, JIS said.

It said also pivotal to this investment 
infrastructure is the National Out-
sourcing Strategy, which forms part of 
the moves toward aligning Jamaica’s 
offerings in an attractively packaged 
and well supported framework with the 
needs of the overseas investor market.

This is a five-year strategy being 
rolled out between 2015-2020, aimed 
at developing and advancing the out-
sourcing industry in Jamaica, JIS said.

Shaw stressed that in support of this 
initiative, the Special Economic Zone 
(SEZ) Regulations were passed in Par-
liament in October 2017.

Jamaica reaffirms infrastructure investment 

Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-re-
source.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Audley Shaw, Jamaican Minister of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and 
Fisheries.
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IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION
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LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION IS OUR CONCERN!

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department 
of Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/getcertified

This is  
what 

winning 
$83 million 

in City 
projects 

looks like.
Dawanna Williams
Founder, Managing Principal

Dabar Development Partners LLC

Gregg Bishop
Commissioner

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

1. Promotion begins on 06/12/18 and expires on 07/21/18. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 
as of June 12, 2018. Popular, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to change or terminate this offer at 
any time. This offer is available in all Popular branches and via our website www.PopularBank.com. To 
qualify for the promotional APY, new or existing customers must open a 21-month CD with a required 
minimum balance and opening deposit of $1,000 in new money. New money is defined as deposits not 
previously held with Popular. APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A 
penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Promotional 
APY is valid on the initial 21-month term. Automatically renews with the same term and rate applicable 
at the time of renewal. Copyright © 2018 Popular Bank. Member FDIC.

 

Go ahead, give your 
savings a raise.   
 

2.40%
APY1

21-month CD

Upgrade and lock in your rate today.  
Open your account: PopularBank.com/savings
or visit your closest branch. 

For a limited time only
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The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
from Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043B Q B82B7

TIRED OF TV 
GIMMICKS & FAKE FOOD!
ELITE HEALTH CENTER IS THE PROVEN NEW AGE APPROACH! 

AS EVIDENCED ON DR OZ SHOW

CALL NOW

www.GreenHouseCafe.com
718-989-8952

Weekend Brunch
Sat. & Sun.

Unlimited Brunch Cocktails 
Appetizer

Entree
Dessert & Coffee

$2900
 Per Person Plus Tax & Gratuity

7721 3rd 718-989-8951

Free Delivery

$1295 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree & a Treat

Complete Summer
Dinner

(Available 7 Nites)

Unlimited Summer Cocktails 
Appetizer

Entree
Dessert & Coffee

$3500
 Per Person Plus Tax & Gratuity

By Tangerine Clarke
Major Dietrich Heath is Senator Rox-

anne Persaud’s 2018 New York State 
Senate Veterans’ Hall of Fame nomi-
nee, a military woman who has served 
with distinction in the United States Air 
National Guard, while wearing many 
hats in her long illustrious career.

Caribbean Life caught up with Major 
Heath, a daughter of Jamaican immi-
grants, at the Canarsie Annual Memo-
rial Day Parade on May 28 where she 
was the grand marshall of the age-old 
march, which she said she was honored 
to be a part of.

“It is an honor to be in this parade 
in the community where I grew up and 
love. I attended Canarsie High school, 
and it is certainly an an honor to be 
among my peers, friends, and fam-
ily in this march,” said the woman in 
uniform who enlisted in the Air Force 
Reserved on March 3, 1993 as a men-
tal health specialist, and was commis-
sioned in June 2000 in the Medical 
Services Corps, as a second lieutenant.

A 25-year veteran, Major Heath said 
it was the best decision she had made 
to serve a country that she loves. “I am 
committed to services for veteran with 
mental health illness, who are commit-
ting suicide at an alarming rate, 20 to 
25 a day. This is something that I am 
passionate about,” said the officer who 
serves as co-chair for Black Veterans 

for Social Justice on the Council for the 
State University of New York, Downstate 
Medical Center.  She is also a member 
of the African American Clergy Elected 
Officials Coalition.

“The military has laid a foundation 
for me in both my civilian and military 
careers. My goal is to always promote a 
healthy culture, and morale within the 
organization. Happy people are produc-
tive, and loyal to an organization,” she 
noted. 

Serving proudly

Major Marlene Dietrich Heath holds 
fl ags representing her heritage be-
fore joining the Canarsie Memorial 
Day Parade.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Serving the Community with Dignity

TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.

EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

LASIK - Starting at $1,50000 per eye

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/18.

REPAIR 
ANY VACUUM
OR SEWING 
MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

+ Parts
+ Tax

We Will Beat
or Match
Any Price

on Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE 
BRANDS

ENERGY 
SAVER

By Alexandra Simon
It’s a dream of the past and present.
A show inspired by the musical 

“Dreamgirls” will tackle modern issues, 
including racism and school shooting, 
when it plays the Kings Theatre on June 
24. “Dream Abundantly” uses tunes 
and themes from the Broadway musical 
(and later film) to shine a light on issues 
facing kids today, said its creator.

“This show pays some tribute to 
social and economic experiences going 
on today, the tensions and how it relates 
to history,” said Karisma Jay. “I did my 
research to explore those themes and 
what it really takes to manifest the 
dream by pushing back.”

This production skips the musical’s 
girl-group drama, she said, moving the 
story to the American South during the 
civil rights movement and featuring 
four leading ladies in a social justice 
singing group.

“In our story we start in Birming-
ham, Alabama after the bombing of the 
four little girls in the church that Sun-
day, but we have a grandmother figure 
in our story who educates her four little 
girls on what happened to them and 
inspires a girl group called ‘Dream,’” 
said Jay. 

She was inspired by headlines about 
mass shootings and killings by police 
officers, she said.

“The whole idea stems from children 

getting their dreams cut short, whether 
by police brutality or school shootings, 
and we really explore those emotions 
when a dream is cut short,” she said.

The show includes songs from the 
original musical, including “I’m Telling 
You,” and “Step into the Bad Side.”

“Dream Abundantly” at Kings Thea-
tre [1027 Flatbush Ave. between Tilden 
Road and Duryea Place in Flatbush,  
[www.kingstheatre.com]. June 24 at 6 
pm. $65–$80.

Young girls’ ‘Dreams’ 

The young stars of the show “Dream 
Abundantly,” inspired by the musical 
“Dreamgirls.” Kendell Hinds
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading
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The healthcare facilities of tomor-
row will be more compact and 
efficient, and more spread out, 

as healthcare providers transition from 
traditional, centrally-located hospitals 
to smaller, community-based clinics, 
making it all the more essential for car-
egivers to adopt a grassroots approach.

It’s this standard of practice that has 
been the hallmark of the Caribbean 
Americans who make up such a large 
portion of our caregiving population, and 
are in the vanguard of the healthcare 
advances we have made — and will con-
tinue to make — in the 21st Century.

Caribbean Americans are often pio-
neers on the cutting edge of diagnostic 
services, disease prevention and treat-
ment, and healthcare delivery: 

Examples include Jamaican microbiol-
ogist and pathologist Louis Grant [1913–
1993] who helped to isolate the deadly 
dengue virus, and his compatriot Mary 
Seacole [1805–1881], who brought her 
mother’s herbal remedies to the Crime-

an War’s battlefields, spending her own 
money to trek to the Black Sea penin-
sula to treat wounded soldiers after being 
passed over by Florence Nightingale.

Caribbeans have become naturalized 
United States citizens at higher rates 
compared to other immigrant groups, 
and those that have gravitated to the 
health care systems of the United States 
in general, and New York in particular, 
have brought with them a legacy of hard 
work, loyalty and compassion.

Caribbean Life and Community 
News Group are proud to honor 25 
healthcare professionals in the 2018 
edition of our Caribbean American 
Healthcare Awards, culminating with 
a gala on June 27 at which we will 
formally salute these exceptional New 
Yorkers for all they do, and have done, 
to advance our healthcare system to its 
best possible outcome.

Our awardees are as diverse as the 
myriad cultures that course through 
the veins of their ancestral lands:

• A Trinidad-born man who has 
transitioned from a career as a pub-
lic servant in his native country to a 
long career as a financial counselor at 
Brooklyn’s Kings County Hospital.

• A registered nurse from Guyana who 
began her healthcare career as a home 
health aide, and now trains healthcare 
professionals in a Brooklyn school she 
founded.

• A woman who left her native St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines when she 
left high school, and began studying to 
become a nurse as soon as she arrived 
in Brooklyn.

Their stories are uplifting and inspir-
ing:

• A Jamaican-born nurse practition-
er who as a young girl wrote in her 
journal that she would become a nurse 
some day.

• A Guyanese-born woman who, 
after working for many years in the 
insurance industry, decided that nurs-
ing was her true calling.

• A Haitian-born psychiatrist who 
is constantly giving back, whether its 
to earthquake survivors in his native 
country, or medically-underserved vil-
lagers in southeastern Africa.

 Our other honorees are just as out-
standing, and together they continue 
to leave an extraordinary combined 
footprint in our thriving city of limit-
less opportunities.

They have all surmounted unique 
obstacles along their personal and pro-
fessional journeys, and demonstrated a 
commitment to hard work, an attention 
to duty, and a love of community while 
healing and uplifting innumerable peo-
ple and paving the way for our next gen-
eration of healthcare providers.

We are pleased to share their sto-
ries with our readers, and express our 
gratitude to them for being an integral 
part of New York’s essential healthcare 
industry.

— Caribbean Life Publications 

and Community News Group

We salute these Caribbean Americans who 
help keep our communities healthy
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The 42,000 nurses of the 
New York State

Nurses Association

ARE HONORED TO CELEBRATE THE

2018 Caribbean Life 
Health Care Awards

We commend
Caribbean Americans’ essential 
contributions as caregivers and 

practitioners in New York

www.nysna.org @nynurses 

/NYNurses
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Extends a Hearty Congratulations to  
the Honorees of the 

Caribbean American 
Healthcare Awards 

and 
Special Honoree 

Khari Edwards 

Vice President of External Affairs 

Dominick Stanzione 
President & CEO 

www.brookdalehospital.org 
718.240.5000 
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HEALTHCARE AWARDS

By Dawn Plummer

Stability in a per-
son’s life is one 
good way to help 

conclude your opinion 
of the person. Now if 
you were looking for 
stability at the work 
place you could find 
it in Luella Alberga-
Murdock, a retired reg-
ister nurse / midwife. 
She has always wanted to help others 
since her earlier days in Jamaica, West 
Indies where she was born. She remi-
nisced on the former days when she 
would help any one who was injured 
even through she was not yet a trained 
nurse but knew she wanted to enter 
the nursing profession.

Alberga-Murdock finished high school 
and went off for training at the Univer-
sity of the West Indies Nursing School 
in Jamaica. After completing her studies 
she stayed on for a while and worked at 
the University Hospital and was in line 
for a promotion but declined the offer 
because she wanted to join her husband 
who was living in the United States and 
working at the Bronx Lebonon Hospi-
tal. She later migrated and joined her 
husband. Not long after she arrived, 
Alberga-Murdock started working at the 
Bronx Lebonon Hospital also. Already a 
qualified nurse, she was offered a nurs-

ing position in the Inten-
sive Care Unit (ICU) as her 
first assignment.

Nearly 43 years has 
passed since she made that 
fateful journey and has 
worked over the lengthy 
period only at the Bronx 
Lebanon Hospital. During 
those years, she has been 
assigned to other depart-
ments at the Bronx Leba-

non Hospital some of which included the 
Recovery Room, Life Treating Emergen-
cy Care and as a clinical nursing special-
ist where her functions were doubled. 

In her capacity as a clinical nurs-
ing specialist, she taught patient care 
and worked as a nursing professional. 
Her work at Bronx Lebanon Hospital 
also included duties in the Utilization 
Case Management Department. In 
that capacity, she was an agent for the 
Bronx Lebonon Hospital and an advo-
cate for the patients in the hospital in 
the interim. “It was an interesting and 
challenging time as I moved up the 
ladder,” Alberga-Murdock recapped.

Despite spending more than four 
decades in the nursing profession 
working at one hospital, the Bronx 
Lebanon, Alberga-Murdock who is 
retired still believes there is more 
work for her to do and there is some-
one else that she can help. 

Luella Alberga-Murdock
By Dawn Plummer

Life has a way of tak-
ing us sometimes 
through experienc-

es that we would have 
avoided under normal 
circumstances. Early in 
Patricia Abrams’ life her 
mother wanted her to 
become a nurse, Patri-
cia wanted that too, but 
as life shapes its part for 
young Patricia Abrams she first had 
to work as a secretary at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. Ms. Abrams also had to work 
at five other New York City hospitals 
as a mental health worker before she 
realized her dream of becoming a reg-
istered nurse.  

While she worked at St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital in Lower Manhattan, Adams knew 
that she could become the nurse she 
wanted to be if she worked at it and she 
started doing classes in college. Her first 
task was to complete an associate degree, 
her next action moving towards her edu-
cation was writing for an undergraduate 
degree in nursing. She completed that 
degree and a short time later she ven-
tured to do her Masters Degree in Nurs-
ing and in a short time was able to com-
plete it. This all happened while Abrams 
was taking care of her three small girls. 
“I was able to do this because of the 
strong support and encouragement of 

my parents who assisted 
me with child care. My 
mother was supportive,” 
Abrams said, as she pon-
dered.

The years have passed 
and today, Abrams has all 
the credentials and the 
accolades to complement 
the position she now 
holds at Kings County 
Hospital Center, work-

ing as the assistant director of nursing. 
Never forgetting that some days were 
turbulent she recalled the time when she 
became seriously ill while working at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital. Abrams had a severe 
asthma attack but because she lived in 
Brooklyn she was rushed to Kings Coun-
ty Hospital for medical care. 

According to Abrams, she was intu-
bated for a long while and although the 
medical staff at Kings County assidu-
ously cared for her, there were signs that 
she may not live through this health 
crisis. The medical staff administering 
her at Kings County as well as her fam-
ily members all thought that she would 
have died. But there was a twist of fate for 
Abrams, her journey had not ended and 
for Abrams, life was peaking. Her health 
vastly improved and when normalcy was 
restored in her life 25 years ago, Abrams 
decided she would “give back” to the hos-
pital that helped saved her life. 

Patricia Abrams

Chief Executive Officer Sheldon P. McLeod  
& the Kings County Family joins Caribbean Life to congratulate 

Congratulations to all honorees for their  
outstanding achievements and contributions to healthcare 

451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn NY, 11203 • http://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/kingscounty 

Our 2018 Gala  
Caribbean American 
Healthcare Awards 

Honorees 

Patricia Abrams 
Registered Nurse, Assistant Director of Nursing 

Ingrid Alleyne-Green 
Associate Director of Utilization Case Management 

Albon Waldron 
Financial Counselor 
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would like to congratulate 

Bienvenido Fajardo MD-Nephrologist
and the honorees for the 

2018 Caribbean American Healthcare awards.

United Healthcare services the New York market with:
Medicare    Individual and Family Plans    Short Term Health Insurance

Dental Plans   Medicaid Plans

HEALTHCARE AWARDS

Ingrid Alleyne-Green Jocelyn Alleyne
By Winnie McCroy

Growing up with 
her grandmother 
in Trinidad and 

Tobago was instrumen-
tal to young Jocelyn 
Alleyne going into nurs-
ing. Back then, Alleyne 
was involved in a youth 
organization that was 
dedicated to assisting 
those in need. But she 
could never guess it 
would lead to her becoming a Regis-
tered Nurse with a Master’s Degree in 
Health Administration MSA/RN with 
50 years’ experience under her belt.

“I always loved helping people out, 
even if it was just handing out water to 
people at fairs,” said Alleyne. “It’s why I 
chose to go into nursing school in Trini-
dad in 1965.”

By 1970, Alleyne had graduated. But 
at that point, her family had relocated 
to New York City’s Bedford-Stuyvesant 
neighborhood. She didn’t want to be 
away from her mother and siblings, not 
to mention her beloved grandmother, 
so she joined them. Over the years, she 
lived in Bergan Beach and Marine Park, 
where she now lives. Her mother still 
resides in East Flatbush. 

While in New York City, Alleyne began 
specializing in Nephrology Nursing, 
helping people who were going through 

kidney dialysis and trans-
plant. She attracted a lot 
of dialysis patients from 
the Caribbean community 
here.

“Because of my spe-
cialty, friends would send 
people over from Trinidad 
for consulting or recom-
mendations, and I did a lot 
of that among the commu-
nity,” said Alleyne. “Some 
people came up here and 

went to SUNY Downstate for dialysis, 
some went back to Trinidad, and some 
stayed. I always heard them say, ‘Ask 
Jocelyn, because she’s in the field of 
dialysis.’ I would help them navigate 
the care.”

Starting in 1991, Alleyne worked her 
way up over the course of 26 years 
to become the associate administrator 
in the Nursing Department at SUNY 
Downstate. She was instrumental to 
them opening a dialysis unit at Parkside 
Avenue. She tried to retire — but SUNY 
called her back for two more years 
of service. There just were insufficient 
people to fill those specialty nursing 
positions.

“I’m a Baby Boomer and now a lot of 
us are retiring, so it is difficult for them 
to get people who know all those differ-
ent federal and state regulations,” said 
Alleyne. 

By Dawn Plummer

Registered Nurse 
Ingrid Alleyne-
Green, a Guyanese-

born native, is an enthu-
siastic supporter of health 
and wellness, the nursing 
industry and especially 
the Caribbean Diaspora. 

Alleyne-Green said she 
migrated to the United 
States in order to make 
her mark on the world. 

After working many years in the 
insurance industry, she decided that 
nursing was her true calling. She 
attended Kingsborough Community 
College, where she graduated valedic-
torian in the nursing program. 

She has since applied her strong 
nursing skills in hospitals, includ-
ing the Long Island College Hospital 
(LICH). There, she served as an assist-
ant nursing care and quality assurance 
coordinator.

At LICH, Alleyne-Green said she 
learned that the greatest gift of nurs-
ing was the ability to provide quality 
care for patients.

She is the associate director of Uti-
lization Case Management at NYC 
Health + Hospitals / Kings County. 

Never shy of public service, she 
plays active roles in several organi-
zations that provide services to her 

community and the 
Guyanese / Caribbean 
Diaspora. Alleyne-Green 
is an executive member 
of the New York arm of 
the Tutorial High School 
Alumni Association and 
is a vestry / health guild 
member at St. Albans 
Episcopal Church. 

She said her greatest 
public service achieve-

ment to date was serving as president 
of the Guyanese Nurses Association 
of America, Inc (GNAA). As president, 
she led successful endeavors in car-
rying out GNAA’s mission of fostering 
excellence in nursing and coordinat-
ing development of high standards in 
health and wellness.

Renowned as being “quite the talk-
er,” Alleyne-Green often serves as the 
Mistress of Ceremonies in church and 
organizational gatherings. 

She has raised two successful sons, 
imbuing in them the love for Guyana 
and people in general. 

Alleyne-Green prides herself in 
cooking the best pepper pot, a popular 
Guyanese dish that is made primarily 
at Christmas.

She was an executive secretary in 
the insurance industry, a reinsurance 
broker and eventually an underwriter 
on Wall Street.
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Honorees 
CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HEALTHCARE AWARDS

 5th Annual 
Caribbean American Healthcare 

Awards

For tickets please call
Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Paradise Caterers
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Between West 11th & West 12th

$90 per person
Valet Parking

Patricia Abrams
Luella Alberga–Murdock
Jocelyn Alleyne
Ingrid Alleyne–Greene
Deborah Anglin
Dr. Pierre R. Arty
Dr. Carla Boutin–Foster
Kimberly Campbell

Shantay Carter
Pauline Claxton
Khari Edwards
Dr. Bienvenido Fajardo
Mary E. Gordon–Coltherst
Angela Grant
Angela Guthrie
Sophia L. Isaac
Dr. Kathie–Ann Joseph

Cheryl Kilkenny
Lynette Marshall
Heather Mitchell
Dr. Andre Peck
Jessica Sinclair
Dennis Stanberry
Albon Waldron
Cheryl Whatley

Sponsored by:
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Congratulations 

Sophia L. Isaac 

on your recognition as a
2018 Caribbean Health Care Award Winner.
Your hard work, commitment and dedication

are a tremendous inspiration to us.
Thank you for being a great role model!

Love,
Josephine, Dawn & Clarence

�

Congratulations 
Pierre Richard Arty, M.D. 

May you continue to bring healing and 
hope to people everywhere, through your 

tireless service and your kind words.  
 

Much success with your new book! 
 

-Your loving wife, Wendy 
 

Bondye Bon…God is Good 
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Deborah Anglin
By Nelson A. King

Registered Nurse 
Deborah Anglin, 
the Guyanese-born 

founder and director of 
Beacon Healthcare School 
(BHS) in Brooklyn, brings 
more than 25 years of 
experience in the health-
care field to the very chal-
lenging position. 

Anglin began her career 
as a home health aide in 
1986 and quickly enrolled, graduated 
and began employment as a Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) at Coney Island 
Hospital. 

While working as an LPN, she com-
pleted her associate degree in Applied 
Sciences (AAS) and graduated with 
the Steven S. Frauenthal Leadership 
Award from the Helene Fuld College 
of Nursing. 

Within two years, Anglin was pro-
moted and transferred to the Surgical 
Intensive Care Unit (SICU), where she 
found her niche in nursing as a critical 
care nurse. 

She is also a graduate of St. Joseph’s 
College in Brooklyn, where she earned 
her Bachelor of Science degree in 
Nursing (BSN) and is a graduate of 
State University of New York (SUNY) 
Downstate College of Nursing with a 
master’s degree in nursing as a clinical 

nurse specialist. 
Anglin has com-

pleted her studies to 
become a licensed 
proprietary school 
instructor with the 
New York State Edu-
cation Department, 
Bureau of Proprietary 
School Supervision, 
and is a registered 
health educator and a 
subject matter expert 

with the National Health Career 
Association. 

She has a wealth of experience in 
home care, having worked as a field 
supervisor for more than eight years 
and was later promoted to director of 
clinical services. She has taught adult 
education classes both in the home 
care field and at the college level for 
paraprofessionals. 

In 2003, Anglin joined the staff at 
Kingsborough Community College’s 
Office of Continuing Education, where 
she single-handedly pioneered the 
Healthcare Professional Institute in 
coordinating paraprofessional health-
care classes. 

As a coordinator, she was not only 
responsible for hiring and training 
instructors but also mentored thou-
sands of students in their quest of a 
health career and brighter tomorrow. 

By Lauren Gill

As a psychiatrist, 
activist, and 
author, Dr. Pierre 

Arty has spent his near-
ly three decade career 
working to use his Hai-
tian background to help 
people who are under-
served in the medical 
field. Because of his Car-
ibbean heritage and abil-
ity to speak creole and some Spanish 
and French, he said he was able to 
connect to patients of color and better 
understand their needs. 

“I think the more you’re able to reach 
out and connect to different people and 
their cultures, the better you are as a 
person,” he said. “There’s a strong need 
for diversity in the health field, especial-
ly in psychiatry where people’s culture 
has an impact on the manifestation of 
their illness.”

The Bay Ridge resident studied inter-
nal medicine and psychiatry, opening a 
psychiatry practice in Downtown Brook-
lyn after his graduation from SUNY 
Downstate College of Medicine. He said 
his work has been rewarding, explain-
ing that there’s a dire need to under-
stand people’s life and culture in order 
to understand their problems, some-
thing that isn’t necessarily prevalent for 
people in Caribbean communities. 

Dr. Arty shared some of 
the stories from his family 
and patients in his 2017 
nonfiction books, Life 
and Death and Things in 
Between.

“It’s a way of writing 
about the significant 
events in the lives of peo-
ple I’ve treated, people who 
have been depressed, anx-
ious, going through psy-

chotic episodes or even using substanc-
es,” he said. “It’s a way of documenting 
their lives and I’m proud of that.”

When he is not treating patients in 
New York, Dr. Arty does mission work, 
traveling around the world to locations 
including Palestine, the Philippines, 
and his home country of Haiti, which 
he visited to offer his assistance after 
the tragic 2010 earthquake. Recently, 
he and several others started a clinic in 
the African country of Malawi, helping 
to ensure that it could operate inde-
pendently. 

Dr. Arty may keep a busy schedule 
but he said it was necessary because he 
would not have it any other way than to 
help those in need. 

“When you’re dealing with somebody 
who is in the bowels of depression and 
all they see is despair, to be able to pro-
vide a change in mindset, I’m grateful to 
be able to help with that,” he said.

Dr. Pierre Arty
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We Extend Our Congratulations to
2018 Caribbean Life Healthcare Honoree

Sophia L. Isaac 
Network Deputy Exec. Dir, Human Resources

≈≈
Gotham Health Cumberland

Cynthia Boakye, MD
Medical Director

Michel Clarke
Associate Executive Director  

Esnydelle Etienne, RN
Associate Director Nursing

We Congratulate
of the 2018 

Caribbean American Health Care Awards
From Dr. Melinda Keller and for friends at Brooklyn Spine Center

The Distinguished     Honorees 
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By Lauren Gill

When Shan-
tay Carter was 
growing up, she 

wanted to be a neurosur-
geon. Her grandmoth-
er died of a rare brain 
cancer for which Carter 
wanted to help find a 
cure. 

But because she hated 
mathematics, her guid-
ance counselor recommended a dif-
ferent career in the healthcare field: 
nursing. 

“I said okay, no problem I’ll do that. 
It was the best decision ever,” Carter 
said. 

Since making the leap into med-
icine, the Long Island resident has 
been working as a registered nurse for 
18 years, now employed by Northwell 
Health System. Although the hours 
may be long, she said the rewards 
come each day as she sees her patients 
improve. 

“Just seeing the progression of hav-
ing the person when they first get out 
of surgery and caring for them and 
encouraging them each day and seeing 
their improvement, that’s rewarding,” 
she said. 

“Just knowing you’ve helped and 
touched their lives in some ways.” 

Along with nursing, Carter is the 

founder of Women of 
Integrity Inc., an organi-
zation she started in 2010 
aimed at helping young 
women. 

“I wanted them to be 
better than I was,” she 
said.

The group puts on an 
annual prom dress givea-
way so every girl can wear 
her dream dress to the 

big dance. 
It also hosts workshops in etiquette 

and financial education as well as 
brings in speakers and connects the 
young women to mentors. 

“Our goal was to help at least one 
girl,” Carter said. 

“It’s one of the greatest things to be 
able to affect some change because it 
starts when they’re young and if you 
can get them when they’re young, you 
can teach them the tools to succeed.”

“Being from low income house-
holds, these girls lack the resources 
to make their dreams a reality and 
Shantay steps in to ensure their wishes 
are granted,” said Claudette Whynes, 
Carter’s niece.

When she is not nursing or giving 
back to her community, Carter is also a 
member of the NAACP and Black Nurs-
es Rock, a group aimed at empowering 
nurses of color. 

Shantay Carter
By Winnie McCroy

As associate dean at 
Downstate Medical 
College — the very 

same medical school she 
graduated from in 1994 — 
Dr. Carla Boutin-Foster is 
working hard to identify 
and implement prevent-
able factors to diseases 
that plague communities 
of color, from diabetes to 
heart disease to hyperten-
sion. It is all part of her goal to make 
her community healthier.

“Walking around my neighborhood 
with eyes wide open and seeing how 
these diseases affect my community and 
even my family… motivates me to do 
something to help this community of 
talented and beautiful people who are 
losing their lives much too early,” said Dr. 
Boutin-Foster.

While genetics play a part in predis-
position, the doctor knows that when 
you add in stress, poverty, malnutrition, 
obesity and racism, the results can be 
deadly. Since early in her 20-year career, 
Dr. Boutin-Foster has worked toward 
this goal.

After completing her residency in 
internal medicine at the New York Pres-
byterian Hospital of Weill Cornell Medi-
cal Center, she obtained an Master of 
Science in Clinical Epidemiology at the 

Weill Graduate School of 
Medical Sciences (where 
she later worked as an 
adjunct professor). She 
researched the psycho-
logical and social deter-
minants of health out-
comes and the social epi-
demiology of health dis-
parities in patients with 
cardiovascular disease, 
winning the inaugural 
Nanette Laitman Clinical 

Scholar in Public Health and Commu-
nity Health award. 

As she forwarded her career, Dr. Bou-
tin-Foster continued to amass accolades, 
among them a program project grant 
funded by the National Heart Lung and 
Blood Institute to identify attributes in 
the doctor-patient relationship most asso-
ciated with health behavior modification 
among patients with coronary artery dis-
ease. She also received the Harold Amos 
Medical Faculty Development Award 
from the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion to study the role of social support 
in outcomes of patients with coronary 
artery disease.

Dr. Boutin-Foster works hard to 
increase diversity not only in medical 
school, but among hospital administra-
tors. She figures while she might not be 
the one to find a cure for HIV or cancer, 
she can get kids interested in medicine. 

Dr. Carla Boutin-Foster
HEALTHCARE AWARDS
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Kimberly Campbell
By  Dawn Plummer

Ms. Kimberly 
Campbell is a 
31-year-old nurse 

practitioner. The young 
Jamaican came to the 
United States at 11 years 
old and is the eldest of 
seven siblings. Ten years 
prior to college, Kimberly 
wrote in her journal that 
she would become a nurse 
some day. Although her academic per-
formance in high school earned her 
the Bill and Melinda Gates scholarship 
for outstanding work, Campbell no 
longer thought of becoming a nurse 
through the years. 

After high school, Campbell went 
off to college with the intention of 
becoming an attorney, but accord-
ing to her “that was not my calling.” 
As fate would have it, her two suite 
mates in college were both nursing 
students and this helped in rekin-
dling the passion for Kimberly to 
become a registered nurse. 

Almost immediately, the interest 
aroused and Kimberly switched her 
major to nursing and Spanish and a 
minor in musical theatre. Two years 
after completing her undergraduate 
degree, she took one step further and 
completed a Masters Degree in Nurs-
ing. Her zealousness for the profes-

sion and her sturdi-
ness propelled her to 
achieve the highest 
and Ms. Campbell is 
pursuing her Doctor-
ate of Nursing Prac-
tice, (DNP). 

As a nurse practi-
tioner working in a 
geriatric setting at 
United Health Care 
(Optum Clinical Serv-

ices) for the last six years, Campbell  
became more passionate about the 
healthcare of the elderly and has 
decided to continue on her medical 
route as she climbs the healthcare 
ladder working with the elderly. “I 
had an excellent relationship with 
my grandparents while I was grow-
ing up in Jamaica,” she stated as one 
of the reasons she wanted to care for 
the elderly. 

Campbell has already demonstrat-
ed that she will do just great with her 
goal and is volunteering as a com-
munity health nurse on a part-time 
basis at a New York State Veterans 
Home in Oxford, New York. She par-
ticipates in several medical missions 
annually as a volunteer to other 
nations, specifically the Domini-
can Republic, Ecuador and Uruguay 
where she works mostly with the 
elderly. 

By Lauren Gill

Since becoming 
a nurse in her 
home country of 

Guyana 31 years ago, 
moving to the United 
States, and becoming 
specialized in pediatric 
hemodialysis nursing, 
Pauline Claxton has 
devoted her life to one 
thing — children. 

Calling herself a “voice for the 
voiceless,” the Canarsie resident 
works in the pediatric unit at SUNY’s 
Downstate Medical Center in Brook-
lyn but also has strong ties to the 
youngsters in South America and 
is currently working on building a 
children’s home to help disadvan-
taged youths. 

Claxton has no explanation for 
her passion for helping children 
other than it’s what she was meant 
to do. 

“I guess that’s my calling, there’s 
no other way I can explain that to 
you,” she said. 

“That’s where I get my satisfaction 
— seeing these kids getting nursed 
back to health.” 

Many nurses don’t want to get 
into pediatrics because of the emo-
tional toll that comes along with 
sick children, Claxton said, admit-

ting that she still strug-
gles with seeing children 
in pain. 

But her important 
work helping kids deal-
ing with kidney failure 
goes far beyond nurs-
ing as she talks with the 
children and the fami-
lies she’s helping treat 
to offer encouragement 
and help them cope. 

“They have a lot of struggles but 
it’s important to let them know that 
their kidney failure doesn’t define 
who they are,” she said. 

And in Guyana, she and her hus-
band are in the process of building 
a home that will host approximately 
32 abandoned children as they await 
adoption. 

“What we really want to do is get 
them groomed and prepped and give 
them a normal home,” she said. 

She has been hosting fundraisers 
for the home in Brooklyn, putting 
on tea parties and breakfasts. 

In what’s left of her very little 
spare time, Claxton runs the chil-
dren’s department at church, help-
ing lift up the congregation’s young-
est. 

“It’s a lot of work and it takes me 
beyond just doing a job, it’s my life’s 
work,” she said. 

Pauline Claxton

LM
I Applaud You
A Woman of Excellence

Luella Murdock   
 Your consistent demonstration of the highest caliber of 

caring, serving, sharing and loving from the heart 
has earned you the recognition and respect of  friends and 

colleagues. 
“Success is a journey not a destination.” (Adopted)

Enjoy the journey

Fondly,
Brenda E. Ward, Phd. RN. 
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Mary Gordon-Coltherst
By Dawn Plummer

Mary E. Gor-
don- Colt herst 
launched into 

the nursing profession 
when she started attend-
ing the Kingston School 
of Nursing in Jamaica, 
West Indies where she 
was trained. Her first 
place of employment was 
the Kingston Public Hos-
pital (KPH). While at KPH, she real-
ized early her decision to be a nurse 
was right. “You need to help in every 
aspect. I have always wanted to help, 
and nursing was the way I could go,” 
Gordon-Coltherst said as she reflected 
on the early stages of her nursing 
career.

Several years later Godron-Coltherst 
left the Kingston Public Hospital and 
migrated to the United States. Upon 
arriving in the United States she began 
working as a nurse and did not shy 
away from the thoughtfulness and 
helpfulness that comes with her pro-
fession. She later joined the United 
States Army Reserved and performed 
duties as a critical care nurse for 15 
years.  

During those years as a critical care 
nurse, her work in the United States 
Army also took her into other assign-
ments such as chief nurse, intensive 

care nurse and infec-
tion control nurse. On 
three occasions, Gordon-
Coltherst was deployed 
to other countries. She 
spent time in Honduras, 
Afghanistan and Iraq 
where she has immensely 
impacted lives. 

She has provided nurs-
ing care to more than 
20,000 soldiers, coalition 

forces, contractors and local civilians 
through her assignments. Gordon-
Coltherst reflected on her days in Hon-
duras when she helped some Hondu-
rans build their houses. “You have to 
see the person as a whole being that 
you are trying to make well again,” 
she said.

Gordon-Coltherst is employed at the 
Brooklyn Hospital Center as a critical 
care nurse in the Intensive Care Unit. 
This position she has held for the last 
25 years. “Nursing is a rewarding pro-
fession. I like to communicate with 
the patients and their family mem-
bers as well,” she stated. Amid her 
work at the Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
Gordon-Coltherst is also a part-time 
family nurse practitioner at Complex 
Care Solutions. She also volunteers 
as a community health nurse at her 
church, Harvest Time Tabernacle in 
Brooklyn.

Angela Grant
By Nelson A. King

Angela Grant was 
born in Georget-
own, the Guyana 

capital, to French Guiana 
and St. Lucian parents. 

From 1975–1980, 
she lived in Castries, St. 
Lucia with her grand-
parents and attended the 
Ave-Maria Girls Catholic 
School. 

She then reunited with her siblings in 
Guyana from 1980-1990, during which 
time she attended the George’s Primary 
and High School. 

As a young talented youth, Grant, 
from 1981-85, was a member of the 
Guyana Red Cross Society, where she 
lectured as a Cadet Officer.

She also offered services to Children’s 
Convalescent Home in Georgetown, 
caring for children.  

In addition, Grant assisted with adult 
“Meals on Wheels” for the sick and 
shut-in.

From 1985–1990, she worked at St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital in Guyana as 
a nurse assistant, and returned to St. 
Lucia from 1990–1996 to reunite with 
her grandparents in assisting them with 
the family business. 

In 1996, Grant migrated to the 
United States;  attended the Allen 
School of Nursing in 2001; got mar-

ried to Louis Grant three 
years later; and worked at 
Cabs Nursing Home, car-
ing for the elderly from 
2003–2006. 

Since that time, she 
has been employed at 
Brooklyn Hospital Cent-
er as a nurse technician/ 
phlebotomist. 

Grant is currently pur-
suing studies towards a 

bachelor’s degree in nursing at Medgar 
Evers College.

As a strong and active believer in 
Christ, she attended the New Hope 
Family Worship center from 1996-2007, 
then I transferred to the World Out-
reach Christian Center. 

Ten years ago, Grant says she began 
conducting outreach evangelism to the 
sick and shut-in and reaching out to 
those who need help in the commu-
nity. 

After losing three of her siblings to 
HIV-AIDS, Grant says she started dis-
tributing food and clothing and offering 
counseling services “whenever possible 
to adults in Guyana living with HIV-
AIDS and drug abuse.”

Currently, she says she is affiliated 
with two clinics in Guyana – Artistes 
in Direct Support, headed by Desiree 
Edghill, and “FACTS” Berbice, led by 
Annette Jaundoo. 

By Winnie McCroy

As vice president of 
External Affairs at 
Brookdale Univer-

sity Hospital and Medical 
Center, Khari Edwards 
works hard with hospital 
administration, elected 
officials and the com-
munity to improve the 
image of the hospital 
first opened in 1921 to 
serve the people of Brownsville, East 
New York and Canarsie. 

And he has the background for it. 
For 20 years, he worked with elected 
leaders to improve healthcare. From 
2009–2013, he was special advisor to 
the Democratic Leader in the New 
York Senate. And from 2007–2009, 
Edwards was regional representative 
for the Office of New York State Exec-
utive Chamber.

“The governor’s office came to 
former Majority Leader John Samp-
son and said ‘There’s a health crisis in 
Brooklyn; several hospitals will have 
to close within the next five years.’ 
They wanted me to help educate the 
community on healthcare reforms,” 
remembered Edwards. “So, they put 
me on the job of healthcare policy 
for the state Senate as it pertained 
to Brooklyn, and when the leadership 
changed, a few hospitals offered me 

a job to do public rela-
tions working with the 
government. Brookdale 
made the best offer, 
but they also presented 
the biggest hurdle for 
me to overcome, the 
biggest challenge.” It 
didn’t hurt any that 
two of his three chil-
dren attended school in 
the neighborhood.

That tapped into the reason 
Edwards got into politics: to help peo-
ple in his community. Said Edwards, 
“A simple phone call from the right 
place opens so much access and 
opportunity for folks.”

As their first C-Suite executive 
of color, Edwards is working to 
ensure others follow in his steps. 
His programming reaches out to 
the community to make Brookdale 
a resource for more than just the 
sick. His goal is to make it an invit-
ing place, so he holds job training 
seminars and Dress For Success 
sessions. He also started a quarterly 
“scared-straight” type program with 
the morgue called, “It Starts Here,” 
trying to make teens aware of the 
results of gun violence.

Edwards is the child of two Carib-
bean immigrants, his mother from 
Trinidad and father from Guyana. 

Khari Edwards
By  Dawn Plummer

When Dr. Bien-
venido Fajardo 
landed in the 

United States in 1982 
he was already a medi-
cal doctor arriving 
from the island of the 
Dominican Republic in 
the Caribbean.

His medical training 
was done at the Univer-
sity of Santa Domingo and as one means 
of working to complete his training, Dr. 
Fajardo went into an internship program 
at the Bronx Lebanon Hospital, in New 
York City shortly after his arrival.

Upon the completion of his internship, 
the doctor moved into his Internal Medi-
cine Residency Training at the Catholic 
Medical Center of Brooklyn and Queens. 
While continuing to establish his career 
and certification, Dr. Fajardo also did a fel-
lowship in Nephrology at the Metropolitan 
Hospital Center. His intensions, however, 
was always to work with the underserved 
and provide good medical care to the peo-
ple he served, managing his work in the 
interim as he pursued his studies.

Since the last 30 years, Dr. Fajardo has 
been providing medical services to foster 
and improve the health and wellbeing of 
individuals who seek his services. How-
ever, for 20 of those years, he has been 
operating his own private practice in New 

York City. He is committed 
to uplift and promote good 
health. While Dr. Fajardo 
is fully aware that medical 
attention must always be 
given to the sick, his recom-
mendation to the patients 
is always ‘stay away from 
smoking, it is a risk factor, 
maintain good weight, no 
alcohol, exercise and eat 
well.” 

Dr. Fajardo has helped to enhance med-
ical programs, to open doors for others in  
the medical profession as well as provid-
ing medical attention to the community. 
He is always active in the profession, a 
clinical instructor at Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He is 
a member of the American Medical Asso-
ciation and in the Bronx, Dr. Fajardo is 
the chief executive officer of Bronx United 
Independent Practice Association (IPA). 
The IPA works with the objective of assist-
ing physicians members.  

His suggestion for the young doctors is 
to “step in and help the community, help 
the elderly.” With this magnitude of medi-
cal activities, Dr. Fajardo still finds time 
to be a member of the Medical Society of 
New York, a member of the Bronx Medical 
Society, an affiliate with New York Pres-
byterian Hospital and is a board member 
and former chairman of the Dominican 
Medical Association.

Dr. Bienvenido Fajardo



Caribbean Life, June 22-28, 2018 A15  BQ

HEALTHCARE AWARDS

Dr. Kathie-Ann Joseph
By Winnie McCroy

Born in Jamaica, 
Dr. Kathie-Ann 
Joseph was raised 

in Brooklyn and lives in 
the house she grew up in, 
with her husband, who 
is also West Indian. The 
child of a Pan Am manag-
er and a nurse, Dr. Joseph 
was taught the value of 
education at an early age.

“Part of the reason my parents came 
here from Jamaica was they wanted 
more for their kids,” said Dr. Joseph. 
“We lived in Flatbush, and I’m not even 
sure how they managed the public 
school system. They enrolled my older 
sister in the local school, which was not 
the best. By the time my older brother 
was ready, mom told the principal, 
‘We’re not sending our son here; he has 
to go somewhere else.’”

Her brother was bused to Benson-
hurst, where he was the only black kid 
in class. He didn’t complain; he just 
took Italian. Said Dr. Joseph, “I ended 
up following him there, and when he 
went to Brooklyn Tech, I went to Stuy-
vesant High, where everyone was so 
smart it didn’t matter what you looked 
like, you could just be yourself.”

Wanting to be a doctor from a young 
age, Dr. Joseph devoured books about 
the body, volunteered in a hospital 

during high school, and 
participated in PREP, a 
weekend premed pro-
gram at Columbia Uni-
versity.

Dr. Joseph attended 
Harvard University, earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology in 1991. 
She was hit hard in her 
freshman year when her 
mother died of cervical 

cancer. It inspired her to devote her life 
to treating women with cancer.

During the summer between her 
junior and senior year, she worked on 
a breast and cervical cancer screen-
ing project at Harlem Hospital, for 
elderly African-American women. The 
experience taught her “not everyone is 
exposed to the same health care.” This 
work became the basis for her under-
graduate thesis, which won Harvard’s 
Hoopes Award.

Dr. Joseph earned a joint M.D. / 
M.P.H. at the Columbia University Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons. She 
graduated in 1995, specializing in gen-
eral surgery, thanks to the encourage-
ment of her instructor, Dr. Ken Ford, 
their first African-American surgical 
resident. She completed her seven-year 
surgical residency at New York Univer-
sity Medical Center, taking time to give 
birth to two sons, Devon and Justin.

By Winnie McCroy

Born in Jamaica, 
Registered Profes-
sional Nurse Ange-

la Guthrie moved to New 
York City in the 1970s, 
and attended Brandeis 
High School on the Upper 
West Side. She has lived 
predominantly in Brook-
lyn since then, close to 
her Caribbean commu-
nity. And despite her 27-year-career in 
nursing, she admits that she did not 
originally aim to go into healthcare.

“When my mother brought me here, 
I didn’t start out wanting to be a nurse,” 
said Guthrie. “To be an actress and a 
model was my dream! And I did a little bit 
of that — some commercials and some 
work on Broadway. I let people know that, 
because have a lot of respect for hard 
work in every community. If a young 
person comes to me and says they want 
to be in the arts, I just encourage them 
to do their best.”

It wasn’t until her own mother got sick 
that Guthrie decided to become a nurse, 
saying, “I was able to see the compassion 
someone gave to my mother, and so I 
entered into that practice. My passion 
was to take care of the elderly.”

Guthrie began in 1991 as a licensed 
practical nurse and worked at Brookdale 
Hospital as a medical surgery nurse, and 

with mothers and their 
children. By 2001, she was 
a registered nurse, work-
ing as a certified lactation 
consultant, teaching new 
parents to care for and 
feed their infants. Guthrie 
always took the time to 
motivate teens and college 
students, encouraging 
them to take their educa-
tion seriously, to dream 

big and to succeed.
“Everyone needs someone to men-

tor them, someone who has gone the 
path before,” said Guthrie. “Being the 
senior one in my field, it is our duty to 
usher newcomers into what we call ‘the 
profession.’ That’s one of the reasons I 
mentor young nursing students and new 
nurses.”

In addition to grooming the next 
generation of healthcare professionals, 
Guthrie also devotes a lot of her time to 
taking care of her Caribbean community 
here in New York City and back on the 
islands.

“I don’t complain anymore when some-
thing goes wrong; I say, ‘How can we fix 
it?’” said Guthrie. “I’m from Jamaica and 
we have problems where family members 
died over simple things that a blood pres-
sure check could reveal. I work on how to 
get equipment into hospitals there, and 
organsing training for doctors.”

Angela Guthrie

Cheryl Kilkenny
By Nelson A. King

Guyanese Cher-
yl Kilkenny has 
described her-

self as “a loving family 
woman who’s married 
to the handsome Olston 
Kilkenny, deacon at 
God’s Battalion of Prayer 
Church” in Brooklyn. 

Kilkenny, who resides 
in Valley Stream, Long 
Is., said her “blissful union produced 
four awesome children, Andre, Jason, 
Ruth and Briana.”

Kilkenny is the executive treas-
urer and executive board member of 
God’s Battalion of Prayer Ministries Inc 
(GBPM). GBPM has locations in various 
countries around the world and in the 
United States. 

An ordained minister at God’s Bat-
talion of Prayer Church, Kilkenny 
serves as the director of the Steward-
ship Department. Being a committed 
member of the church for the past 35 
years, Kilkenny has also served in vari-
ous capacities, such as Sunday School 
superintendent and Children’s Ministry 
teacher. 

In 1997, Kilkenny graduated from 
Brooklyn College with a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting. In 2008, she 
graduated from The New School with a 
degree in non-profit management and 

obtained her license as a 
certified public account-
ant. 

Kilkenny was employed 
by New York City Depart-
ment of Education for 
nine years as an auditor, 
conducting audits of Spe-
cial Education and UPK 
programs. 

For the past eight years, 
she has been employed 

as director of internal audit at SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center and Univer-
sity Hospital of Brooklyn.

Kilkenny is also licensed to pro-
vide financial solutions for families and 
businesses in the state of New York.

As the owner of her own account-
ing business, Kilkenny provides, among 
other things, accounting, bookkeeping 
and auditing services primarily for non-
profit organizations and churches; tax 
preparation for individuals and busi-
nesses; and process reviews and finan-
cial advice.

She said her goal was to retire and 
expand her business where she can con-
tinue to provide financial and tax assist-
ance to individuals and businesses.

Since she enjoys helping people, Kil-
kenny said her other goal is to form a 
non-profit organization that educates 
people in her community to manage 
their financial resources.

By Lauren Gill

When Sophia Isaac 
starting work-
ing as a temp 

for Meals on Wheels, she 
never imagined that it 
would launch her two 
decades-plus career in 
healthcare.

Since becoming tem-
porary human resources 
worker at Kings Coun-
ty Hospital in 1990, Isaac has risen 
to become the the director of human 
resources at Woodhull Hospital, spend-
ing her days helping improve the skills 
and experiences of the medical center’s 
employees. 

“I’m going to help them increase 
their potential and capacity,” she said. “I 
believe we’re all a work in progress and 
there’s much more to do as long as you’re 
willing.”

Barbados-born Isaac’s path into the 
healthcare field is an unlikely one. The 
Crown Heights resident was working for 
Meals on Wheels when a friend who was 
working at Kings County Hospital for the 
same temp agency told her she was about 
to be fired and encouraged her to call the 
agency to take her place. The following 
day, she began working at the hospital 
performing tasks like filing and getting 
to know the system. Two years later, she 
got a permanent job and started moving 

up through the ranks.
“I was eager to learn and 

always willing to assist peo-
ple,” she said.

After being passed over 
for a promotion, Isaac 
looked within herself to 
better her shortcomings, 
eventually becoming a driv-
ing force at the Dr. Susan 
Smith McKinney Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center, 

which partners with Kings County. She 
was promoted to associate director for 
human resources and chair for cultural 
change, interacting with families and 
residents to help change the culture of 
the home. As one of her accomplish-
ments, she changed the names of the 
units to represent flowers, which can still 
be found in the home today.

Isaac also got her masters to become 
a nursing home administrator at Long 
Island University, preparing her to sit 
within a year to take her nursing home 
administration exam. And in March 2017, 
she took the job at Woodhull, overseeing 
training and development. Although it 
may have been an unusual start, Isaac 
said she hopes her  career path will help 
inspire others. 

“I’ve received so many opportunities 
in my career,” she said. “I believe if they 
see me grow they’ll see that they can 
grow too.” 

Sophia Isaac
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Dr. Andre Peck
By Nelson A. King

Dr. Andre K. Peck is 
the Haitian-born 
executive direc-

tor of Haitian American 
Community Coalition, 
Inc. (HCC). 

He studied medicine in 
Haiti at the “Faculte de 
Medecine et de Pharma-
cie.” 

He has been the direc-
tor of L’Ouverture Residence since 
1998, which is a congregate supportive 
housing program, providing services to 
people living with HIV / AIDS and their 
families in New York City.

Dr. Peck is renowned for providing 
seminars and educational sessions on 
medical topics, such as diabetes, meta-
bolic syndrome, obesity, nutrition, HIV 
/ AIDS and other infectious diseases. 

He often participates in radio and TV 
shows discussing very important medi-
cal topics affecting the Caribbean and 
American communities. 

Dr. Peck says he enjoys teaching, 
and has been teaching anatomy and 
physiology at Kingsborough Commu-
nity College in Brooklyn for over 12 
years.  

He is one of the creators of FITBK, 
which offers no-cost, community-
based health and fitness programs to 
Brooklyn residents. 

Dr. Peck says FITBK 
was created in an effort 
to decrease the incidence 
and prevalence of obesity 
in central Brooklyn.  

He is an active mem-
ber of the Association 
des Medecins Haitiens a 
l’Etranger (AMHE), the 
Aesclepius Medical Soci-
ety, and is very much 
involved in all matters 

concerning Haiti, the Caribbean and 
the United States. 

The doctor is the recipient of many 
awards in his line of expertise, working 
as a doctor in his homeland Haiti, as 
well as the work that he actually fulfils 
as HCC’s executive director. 

Peck said he considers himself fortu-
nate to have been surrounded by family 
members, teachers, friends and others, 
who helped him through the different 
phases of his life. 

“I can say that I have been privileged 
to be born in Haiti surrounded by par-
ents who were very well educated and 
also had very high moral standards,” 
said Dr. Peck, who is from a family of six 
and is the youngest and the only boy. 

Peck said all his sisters are college 
graduates and are also mostly involved 
in the medical field. There are three phy-
sicians, two nurses and one accountant 
in the Peck family. 

Heather Mitchell
By Winnie McCroy

Nurse Practitioner 
Heather C. Mitchell, 
OB- GYN, has com-

pletely dedicated her life 
to providing healthcare at 
the Women’s Health Clinic 
in the Bronx, also known 
as Dr. Emily Women’s 
Health Center. She consid-
ers it a privilege to provide 
women’s healthcare, and 
approaches patient care with compas-
sion, humility and patience. It is all part 
of her healthcare philosophy of mutual 
respect, trust, and dignity, to effect opti-
mal health and well-being.

“I have been a nurse for almost 40 
years,” said Mitchell. “I started out as 
an registered nurse and did a lot of my 
training in England. When I came here, 
I wanted to be a midwife. But I discovered 
that I would have had to start my train-
ing all over again from the bottom. So I 
did my certification board for the United 
States, the foreign graduate boards and 
the New York State board, and started 
working as a medical-surgical nurse, 
doing critical care and trauma nursing.”

After years of doing that, Mitchell 
finally was able to get a scholarship 
to study midwifery, and in 2000, she 
became a midwife. Because it allowed 
for dual certification, she also became an 
obstetrician and gynecologist. But she 

soon discovered hospitals 
were looking for obstetrics 
and gynecology specialists 
a lot more than midwives.

“Most of the hospitals 
in New York are teaching 
hospitals, so residents are 
the ones trying to catch 
all the babies that are 
born,” said Mitchell with 
a laugh. “It’s so hard to 
practice as a midwife at a 

hospital.”
Mitchell lived in Guyana until she 

was about 15 years old, moving to Eng-
land after high school to begin nursing 
school, figuring, “If I could go out on my 
own and at the same time get my career 
moving, that would be a good thing. So 
that’s what I did!”

After eight years in England, she was 
ready to return home. But by then, her 
family had relocated to New York City. 
So she joined them in the Bronx. Now, 
Mitchell lives in New Jersey, but she 
always remembers her roots.

She began working with communi-
ties in the Bronx, treating Dominican 
patients, African-Americans, and many 
West African patients. Mitchell enjoyed 
giving back to her community — so 
much that she became part of a medical 
relief group that travels to Guyana twice 
a year to provide full-fledged medical 
services.

Lynette Marshall
By Dawn Plummer 

Since her childhood 
days in her native 
land Guyana, Mrs. 

Lynette Marshall, held 
the idea deep in her 
thoughts that she some-
day wanted to become a 
nurse.

She was inspired to 
take up the challenge by 
her mother and once she 
completed her high school years. Mar-
shall went directly into nursing school 
in Guyana and fulfilled her dream as a 
young woman practicing her nursing 
skills.

In the 1960’s Marshall migrated to 
the United States after Maimonides 
Medical Center in Brooklyn, New York 
sponsored her to work in their hospital 
as a registered nurse. She arrived at 
Maimonides Medical Center in 1967 
and began her assignment there as a 
nurse. During her tenure at Maimo-
nides Medical, Marshall was assigned 
to work in various departments within 
the hospital. This motivated her to 
develop more skills in the profession 
and she completed an undergraduate 
degree in nursing and a masters degree 
in nursing as well. Marshall has been 
in the nursing profession for more 
than 40 years and the hospital indus-
try has seen many changes and she 

will hasten to add that, 
“the health industry has 
been technically revo-
lutionized, everything 
is different, new ways 
to diagnose with high 
technology equipment to 
enhance the work,” she 
commented.

Marshall knows the 
nursing profession 
requires dedication so to 

the young professionals in the health 
industry she asked that they aspire 
to be patient and “realize that negli-
gence and impatience should not be 
a part of their skills. Pay attention to 
the patients and their relatives to help 
determine what is wrong,” she sug-
gested. 

Her dedication to the profession was 
so vital to her and that propelled her 
while at Maimonides Medial Center 
to give something back to the com-
munity. She became a volunteer at the 
St. Stephens Church and worked as a 
summer camp nurse in its Brooklyn 
location.  

Although Marshall is retired, she 
is still active in the community and 
volunteers for the Guyana Ex-Prison 
Officer Association, The Guyana Nurs-
es Association, The Guyana Tri-State 
Alliance and the Guyana Consulate 
Volunteer. 

By Nelson A. King

Jessica Sinclair, of 
Jamaican parentage, 
is known for being a 

fearless risk-taker. Her 
go-getter attitude and 
ability to communicate 
effectively have allowed 
her to achieve great-
ness. 

Sinclair’s journey is 
very unique. She gradu-
ated from The City University of New 
York (CUNY), The City College in 2007, 
with a concentration in public rela-
tions. She worked as a publicist for a 
few years and changed direction during 
the recession.

Sinclair has worked as a unit clerk at 
South Nassau Hospital. She said doc-
tors and nurses there motivated her to 
attain a degree in nursing, because of 
her natural ability to put people first. 
She graduated from Nassau Commu-
nity College with an associate degree 
in 2014. 

On completion, Sinclair was the 
recipient of the Nassau Community 
College Alumni Association Schol-
arship Award, the Nassau County 
Executive Recognition Award and the 
Presidential Scholarship and Citation 
Award. 

Sinclair currently works as a medi-
cal surgical nurse at South Nassau 

Communities Hospital, 
where she helped create 
the “Quite Time” initia-
tive that promotes patient 
healing during the busiest 
time of day. 

Her compassion to 
patients is evident in her 
bedside nursing style. Her 
patients look forward to 
her jokes and big smile. 
Sinclair graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in May from 
Farmingdale State College. 

When Sinclair is not furthering her 
education, she advocates for girls and 
women as a member of the National 
Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc. 

She said ambition fuels her to strive 
for greatness in every facet of her life. 

Sinclair is also a gifted public speak-
er and chief executive officer of Sinclair 
Master of Ceremonies (SMC). “SMC is a 
special event hosting corporation that 
brings events to life with excitement 
and attention to detail,” Sinclair said. 

Sinclair said her parents have been 
very influential in her personal and 
professional career pursuits. 

She said her mother is a natural-
born entrepreneur, who sewed and 
sold women’s clothing in Brooklyn for 
many years. 

Sinclair said she started helping her 
mom at a young age. 

Jessica Sinclair
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By Nelson A. King

Registered Nurse 
Dennis Stanberry 
— a philanthro-

pist, building contractor 
and president of Mocho 
Village, Inc. — was born 
and raised in Mocho, 
Clarendon, Jamaica.

As a child, he suffered 
from severe headaches 
and reduced vision, 
which resulted in his inability to read. 
As a result, he was placed in a remedial 
class during his first year at Lennon 
High School. 

With the help of dedicated staff, and 
hard work and determination, Stan-
berry learned to read at 14. 

In his fifth year in high school, he 
was appointed head boy. He taught 
himself accounting, and tutored peers 
and adults in math and accounting. 

Stanberry graduated valedictorian 
of the class of 1987 and was awarded 
the most academically-astute student, 
except in English. 

Shortly after graduation, Stanberry 
relocated to Kingston, the Jamaican 
capital, and enrolled at the University 
of Technology, formally the College of 
Arts, Science, and Technology (CAST), 
in an accounting technician course. 

But he said ongoing family feuds 
shattered his dream of earning a bach-

elor’s degree in account-
ing. 

He said his only viable 
option at the time was to 
drop out of college and 
work longs hours as a 
Spanish Town taxi driver. 

At 24, Stanberry 
received a chance of a 
lifetime with a visa to the 
United States. On arrival 
in the United States, Stan-

berry began working as a construc-
tion worker in Harlem and enrolled in 
an evening class to become a nurse’s 
aide. 

Following his completion of the 
nurse’s aide course, Stanberry said he 
began a correspondence certification 
course for pharmacy technician. He 
said it was this new certification that 
lent itself to a permanent position at 
Riker’s Island and then Montefiore 
Medical Center. 

Stanberry said he was jailed for 18 
hours, house emptied and his beautiful 
marriage to his high school sweetheart 
started to crumble. 

He said he used every educational 
opportunity that Montefiore offered 
through the 1199 Union. In Decem-
ber 2004, he graduated valedictorian 
with the highest nursing index from 
Bronx Community College’s Nursing 
Program. 

Dennis Stanberry
By Lauren Gill

After retiring from 
his public service 
job in Trinidad and 

Tobago, Albon Waldron 
wasn’t ready to give up on 
helping others. He moved 
to the United States with 
the goal of finding job 
where he could work 
among people. Waldron 
landed a position as a 
financial counselor at 
Kings County Hospital and has been 
working for the last 16 years to help 
people meet their medical needs no 
matter their budget.

“They are more confident when 
knowing they can not afford medical 
treatment financially but there is an 
opportunity for them to get help and 
meet that expense and take care of 
their health,” he said. 

Waldron’s passion for public serv-
ice is rooted in his childhood. He 
lost his father as a baby and said he 
was was “one of those people who is 
a child of the village,” growing up 
benefiting from the help of many. 
Always striving to better himself, 
he attended the University of West 
Indies and graduated with a bachelor 
in government science. 

This translated to his career in 
public service and then to his job 

at Kings County Hos-
pital, where he finds 
satisfaction in knowing 
he’s passing on what he 
learned about helping 
others as a youngster. 

“The work mat-
ters because it means 
something to make the 
community healthier,” 
he said. “This is what 
it’s about, it’s about 
my dedication to public 

service.”
As a resident of East Flatbush, 

Waldron is an important part of the 
community —  his neighbors seek 
him out for help with financing their 
medical care, telling one another to 
find him for assistance. And showing 
his humility, he reiterated that he 
sees his Caribbean Healthcare Award 
as an honor for the entire commu-
nity he is working to improve. 

“I want to dedicate the honor the 
healthcare community,” he said. “It 
has to go back to them. I enjoy serv-
ing them immensely.” 

And the feelings are mutual, as 
those in the community said they are 
grateful for his service, praising his 
commitment. 

“He remains humble and dedicat-
ed,” said Allison Cummings, a friend 
of Waldron’s. 

Albon Waldron
HEALTHCARE AWARDS

By Nelson A. King

Cheryl Whatley 
received her for-
mal training as 

a registered nurse and 
registered midwife at 
the Georgetown School 
of Nursing in her native 
Guyana. 

Her teaching poten-
tial was recognized 
by the then Principal 
Tutor and colleagues who encour-
aged her to pursue the Nursing Edu-
cators’ Program. After much persua-
sion Ms. Whatley who had her mind 
set on industrial nursing, joined the 
faculty of the Georgetown School 
of Nursing and later successfully 
completed the Health Sciences Edu-
cators’ Program, with the major 
emphasis on nursing and psychiatry 
at the University of Guyana.

Whatley soon became engrossed 
in teaching that, she says, in retro-
spect, was the best decision she had 
ever made in her career. 

She had spent eight years prepar-
ing students for the State Registered 
Nurses’ Examination, sometimes 
working in remote areas of the coun-
try on community health projects 
with students under her tutelage.

After 22 years of unbroken serv-
ice, Whatley left Guyana as a sen-

ior nursing tutor and 
migrated to the United 
States with her family. 

In the United States, 
she attained the Bach-
elor of Science in Nurs-
ing. She worked with 
the New York City 
Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene 
(DOHMH) as a public 
health nurse in the NYC 

public schools.
Later, she transferred to the 

Bureau of Immunization, DOHMH, 
where she has been managing the 
only remaining DOHMH Immuniza-
tion walk-in clinic. 

As one of the city’s first respond-
ers, Whatley guides staffers who 
service about 29,000 clients annu-
ally, regardless of their socio-eco-
nomic status. As a member of the 
Medical Reserve Corps, she plays 
a leadership role in PODs when a 
health emergency is declared in the 
New York City. 

Whatley profoundly beliefs that 
nursing extends far beyond the bed-
side and the community.  

“We, as nurses, help to determine 
the pathway for our future and that 
of our clients, through our involve-
ment in decision-making at the local 
and national levels,” she said. 

Cheryl Whatley
Opportunity, Access and Success!

State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Tuition Free — Funded by New York State
Administered by New York City College of Technology

Brooklyn
Educational
Opportunity
Center

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY! www.tinyurl.com/beocadmit
com/sunybeoc

  CAREER PROGRAMS

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMSENROLLING FOR 
SUMMER/FALL

SEMESTER NOW!
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Your name: (Please print clearly)     Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin/ancestry:    Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:

Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare? 

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding? (150 words or less):

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

Mail to: Caribbean Life, Attn: Healthcare Awards, 1 MetroTech Center North, 10 Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201

Fax completed form to (718) 260-2579 Attn: Caribbean Life Healthcare Awards
Online nomination submissions at 

https://www.caribbeanlifenews.com/nominate/
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
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REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
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$14,995BUY 
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By Nelson A. King
The Brooklyn-based Tropicalfete, 

Inc. will host its annual Caribbean 
Cultural Showcase on Sunday, June 
24 in Brooklyn to unveil its 2018 cos-
tumes under the theme “The Carni-
val Jungle — Sweet Fuh Days.”

Tropicalfete said this event will 
further highlight the Caribbean cul-
ture with masquerade, stilt danc-
ing, steel pan, theater, spoken word, 
live music, singing, and visual arts, 
among others. 

“The multi-faceted theme repre-
sents the jungle as an arena of color 
and beauty, where as ‘Sweet Fuh 
Days’ by Patrice Roberts is the song 
that Tropicalfete’s Steel Band Ensem-
ble will perform for Junior Pano-
rama,” the band said. 

Tropicalfete said it prides itself in 
re-introducing traditions that have 
recently been absent from the Carib-
bean culture. 

“This year, its street theater pro-
duction will bring back some old 
carnival characters, incorporate steel 
pan, stilts (moko jumbie) and mas-
querade for the Labor Day Parade,” 
which is held the first Monday of Sep-
tember in Brooklyn, Tropicafete said.

The Caribbean Cultural Showcase 
will be held on Sunday, June 24 at 
3 pm at Von King Park – Almira 
Kennedy Coursey Amphitheatre, 670 
Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn.

This event is free and open to all 
members of the public. 

Established in 1999 as an online 
publication and cultural resource 
center, in 2011, Tropicalfete became 
a not-for-profit corporation. 

It said its mission is to develop 
the community in the areas of arts 
and social services with a focus on 
educating the global community on 
Caribbean culture. 

Tropicalfete said it established a 
reading program with Barnes and 
Noble for Caribbean Heritage Month 
in June. 

For the past seven years, it has 
been a part of the various parades, 
“creating marvelous masquerade 
presentations.”

By George Alleyne
An atmosphere of conciliation 

appears to have overcome some ele-
ments of the leadership in Barbados, 
with trades unions curbing their wage 
demands for workers and the private 
sector jumping on board government’s 
recovery plan.

The two common denominators that 
can be identified for this switch from 
an antagonistic relationship between 
these bodies and the past government 
appears to be repeal of the law support-
ing the National Social Responsibility 
Levy (NSRL) and the frequent mean-
ingful meetings they are having with 
the new administration of Prime Minis-
ter Mia Mottley.

“We have a government now that the 
first Monday in office, the first item on 
her agenda was to meet with the Social 
Partnership (unions and private sector). 
In those three hours, we did more than 
we did in any eight-hour meeting with 
the previous government,” said Charles 
Herbert, chairman of the Barbados Pri-
vate Sector Association.

He added that this government which 
came to office on May 25 has been mak-
ing encouraging signs.

“We have been signalled that once 
again we are going to be seen as active 
participants in where Barbados goes, 
and the challenge is on us to grasp it,” 
Herbert said.

Imposition of the NSRL, a 10 percent 
tax that swept across almost all goods 
brought into this island that is more 
than 70 percent import dependent, had 
last year triggered the unusual situ-
ation of the private sector employers, 
the workers and their unions coming 
together in protests through the streets 
of Bridgetown.

Mottley has already begun the proc-
ess in parliament to repeal that contro-
versial tax.

The fruitful meetings and discard-
ing of the draconian tax seem to have 
softened the two leading public service 
unions into accepting a five per cent 
pay increase effective from April 2018, 
to March 2019.

Public service employees had not 
received a pay increase in the past 10 
years and prior to Mottley’s Barba-
dos Labour Party winning the May 
elections, the leading unions for these 
workers had demanded double-figure 
increases to cover eight of those years. 
The Barbados Workers Union was insist-

ing on a 15 percent salary raise, and the 
National Union of Public Workers want-
ed a 23 percent increase.

But with the new atmosphere they 
agreed, in the interest of rebuilding 
the economy, to forsake demands for 
retroactive payment covering the past 
seven years and accept the five percent 
figure.

BWU President Toni Moore said that 
her union and the NUPW were at all 
times willing to compromise on level of 
their wages increase demands, but the 
problem was that the Ministry of the 
Civil Service was not holding a meeting 
with them.

Instead of meeting to negotiate that, 
ministry had issued a letter to the 
unions in March this year making it 
clear that their demands “cannot be 
accommodated at this time.”

“The increase that was eventually 
derived is one that is fairly consistent 
that the BWU viewed as the zone of 
settlement as far back as almost a year 
ago,” Moore said of the five per cent 

that the unions agreed to with the new 
administration.

Newly appointed Labour Minister 
Colin Jordan said employers need to 
recognize that unions usually set bar-
gaining positions for their workers, 
then negotiate.

“Those involved in the [trades union] 
movement understand that where you 
start is not where you expect to end. 
That goes not just for workers and their 
representatives. It also goes for employ-
ers, business people. Where you begin 
is not where you expect to end. Trades 
unions have a method.”

“We could not give to the public serv-
ants what we believe was their full des-
serts because of the situation, and the 
public servants to their credit under-
stand that and have accepted the agree-
ment for five percent,” he added.

With this government starting off in 
agreement with the workers representa-
tives and the private sector, it stands a 
better chance of achieving the econom-
ic recovery mandate it was given.

Labor peace emerges in Barbados

Barbados Labour Minister Colin Jordan. Photo by George Alleyne  

The audience at the 2017 Tropi-
calfete Caribbean Cultural Show-
case. Tropicalfete

Tropicalfete to 
unveil costumes

By Azad Ali
Dominica Prime Minister Roo-

sevelt Skerrit has called for a debate 
on the use of marijuana for religious 
and medicinal purposes, but the dis-
cussions must first be held with local 
and international stakeholders before 
any legislation is brought to the Par-
liament.

The call has come a week after a 
senior Cabinet minister called on 
Dominicans to begin a debate on the 
issue of decriminalizing of marijuana 
for medicinal purposes or otherwise.

Speaking on a radio program 
recently, Skerrit told listeners that 
he supports the use of marijuana for 
medicinal and religious purposes. He 

said there are many people in the 
country who have proclaimed that 
marijuana oil is helping them fight 
cancer and treat issues relating to 
suffering from cancer.

“I believe that the citizens of Domi-
nica need to seriously engage on this 
matter for marijuana for medicinal 
purposes,” Skerrit said.

Dominica PM wants marijuana debate
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Loyalists devoted to the aim and 

purpose of the Association of Classi-
cal African Civilizations in the eastern 
region will repeat an annual tribute 
they have been marking for 20 years 
by honoring the storied legacy left by 
revered Pan-African educator Dr. John 
Henrik Clarke.

Guided by principles adopted by their 
council of elders and an executive com-
mittee, the significance of paying hom-
age to the revered ancestor will be 
manifested on June 23 from 2 p.m. at 
Countee Cullen Library, 104 West 136th 
St. in Harlem, when the 21st annual 
event presents a keynote address by 
Reginald Mabry titled “The African at 
the Crossroads.”

Mabry, who has been affiliated with 
ASCAC for more than three decades, is 
expected to present his honest assess-
ment of the path the continent will 
embark on given the examples set by 
“male and female great elder warriors” 
in the association.

Also acknowledging positive lead-
ership from those in Africa, Mabry 
might even echo sentiments expressed 
by founding fathers Dr. Asa Hilliard, 
Dr. Yosef Ben Jochannon, Prof. Leonard 
Jeffries and his wife Rosalind, Jacob H. 
Carruthers, Maulana Karenga and Dr. 
Clarke who mobilized in 1984 to form a 
study group devoted to Africa.

Throughout that decade the scholars 
travelled throughout Africa gathering 
and disseminating information to keen 
ears and curious ears.

 “We have to remember the past so 
that we can mold and shape the future. 
Reshape the future in view of the errors 
of the past. You can’t do it without 
learning from the mistakes you made.” 
Rosalind Jeffries previously stated.

“We have the authority to affect oth-
ers because everything is connected,” 
Jeffries reportedly told a convening 
group of participants.

ASCAC pays tribute 

Pan-African educator Dr. John Hen-
rik Clarke.
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The Harlem of the early 
1900s was jumpin’ with jazz 
clubs, speakeasies, and the fa-
mous Cotton Club. 

It introduced us to musi-
cians like composer and pia-
nist Duke Ellington, who be-
came the bandleader of a jazz 
orchestra. It was, and still is, 
home to the famous Apollo 
Theater, where so many sing-
ers and comedians got their 
start. People would come to 
Harlem to listen to the sounds 
and socialize — and they 
would dress to impress. This 
exciting and energizing part of 
New York history was known 
as the Harlem Renaissance. 

It’s no secret that Harlem 
has been experiencing a sec-
ond renaissance for a while 
now, with lots of new restau-
rants and retail stores open-
ing in the area. P.C. Richard & 
Son is proud to join the neigh-
borhood, contributing to this 
revitalization. It opened its 
newest store at 125th Street 
on June 1.

Missed the June 1 open-
ing? Don’t worry, Gregg Rich-
ard, President and C.E.O. 
of P.C. Richard & Son, says 
grand opening celebrations 
will be ongoing for months. 
Now is the time to buy what-
ever you need — air condi-
tioners, washers, dryers, 
ovens, mattresses, bedding, 
computers, printers, mobile 
phone accessories, and lots 
more. While every P.C. Rich-
ard store will be joining the 
celebration, there will be 
some special promotions spe-
cific to this new location.

The construction of the 
store has been in the works 
for more than a year. 

“We saw there was a void 
in the area,” says Richard. 
“Customers were asking for 
us to come to Harlem, and we 
wanted to make it convenient 
for them.” As a result, the 
company decided to build its 
fourth Manhattan store. 

P.C. Richard has a total 
of 66 stores, of which 21 are 
located throughout the bor-
oughs. There are 17 in New 
Jersey, seven in Connecti-
cut, and there’s one store in 
Northeast Philadelphia. The 
rest are located throughout 
the New York area. The very 
first store opened in Benson-

hurst, about 108 years ago. 
That’s when Peter Christian 
(P.C.) Richard — Gregg Rich-
ard’s great-grandfather — an 
immigrant from Holland, 
decided to open a hardware 
store. 

It has been a family-owned 
and operated business since 
then, making Gregg Richard 

the company’s fourth-genera-
tion top executive.  This long 
history will continue as Rich-
ard’s son, Scott, currently 
works in the business, secur-
ing its reputation as an estab-
lishment that has lasted for 
five generations, and contin-
ues to thrive. There are few, if 
any, companies that can say 

the same.
On any given day, Richard 

estimates that the company 
knocks on about 5,000 doors. 
This takes into account its 
home deliveries, installation, 
and repair services.  

“We have 150 technicians,” 
says Richard. “We fix over 
1,000 appliances a day.” 

The company does its own 
installations and its own de-
liveries because when you 
buy from P.C. Richard, it 
wants to make sure custom-
ers are happy. It’s not about 
one sale. It’s about service 
before, during, and after that 
sale. It’s why people continue 
to shop here each time they 
need something for their 
homes. Such dependability 
is surely a reason to be loyal, 
but P.C. Richard manages to 
do all this, and it offers the 
very best prices. 

“If you see something be-
ing sold for less, we match 
that price, no questions 
asked,” says Richard.

The importance of estab-
lishing a loyal base was the 
concept of Richard’s grand-
father, known as A.J. (Alfred 
J.).  

“He was a true entrepre-
neur,” says Richard. 

A.J. would assist around 
his father’s shop from the 
time he was 6 years old. It 
was he who would eventually 
expand the hardware store 
inventory to include electric 
irons, toasters, ranges, wash-
ers, refrigerators, and radios. 
Then, when he learned how to 
repair radios, he offered that 
service to clients, too. 

In 1943, A.J. placed a 10-
inch GE television in the win-
dow of the Ozone Park show-
room so the neighborhood 
could watch the Friday night 
fights that were broadcast 
from Madison Square Gar-
den. He believed customer 
satisfaction was essential to 
success. This remains the 
company’s philosophy.  

P.C. Richard & Son offers 
conveniences such as next 
day deliveries, and its own 
credit card. The sales staff is 
knowledgeable, and service is 
fantastic. 

“Our customers have high 
expectations,” says Richard. 
“We want to exceed those ex-
pectations. We want them to 
enjoy what they buy.” 

P.C. Richard & Son [309 W. 
125th St. between Frederick 
Douglass Boulevard and St. 
Nicholas Avenue in Harlem, 
(646) 556–8049, www.PCRich-
ard.com]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–9:30 
pm; Saturdays, 9 am–9 pm; 
and Sundays, 10 am–7 pm.

B U S IN E S S  S P O T L I G H T

Hot spot: P.C. Richard & Son among businesses
joining the community in rapidly changing Harlem
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By Alexandra Simon
The reggae and rhythm and blues 

music festival, Groovin’ in the Park 
returns to Roy Wilkins Park this 
weekend on June 24. The annual con-
cert is debuting a few new additions 
to the program, and is also prolong-
ing its runtime for an extended show, 
said the concert’s co-founder. 

“For the first time in the history of 
the festival, a reggae superstar, Dam-
ian Jr. Gong Marley, will bring the 
curtain down on the festival,” said 
Joan Lewis. “This comes the same 
year that we have a written commit-
ment from the park’s department 
that the show will go until 9:30 pm, 
which is 90 minutes longer that our 
traditional 8 pm cut off time.”

And the festival will be a lot more 
interactive for its young attendees. 
Lewis says in partnership with the 
local community board, they have 
partnered to create a rare opportu-
nity for fans to meet some of their 
favorite artists, and learn a few things 
about putting together a show.

“This year we are also working with 
the community board in Queens and 
our production team to put together 
a Groovin In The Park ‘behind the 
scenes tour, and this will happen on 
the day before the festival,” she said.

“Ten lucky teenagers will have an 
opportunity to get a behind the scenes 
tour of Groovin’ In The Park. They 
will get to talk with the artists, the 
production team and Groovin execu-
tives and see a live sound check with 
Kenny ‘Babyface’ Edmonds or Dam-
ian Marley. When it is all done, the 
youngsters will have a  true under-
standing of the behind the scenes 
operation and other intricate details 
of what it takes to produce a world 
class festival of this kind.”

Groovin’ 
returns with 
longer show, 
bigger lineup

By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Council Member Jumaane 

Williams last week paid tribute to 
National Flay Day, saying that it is “an 
important opportunity to reflect on 
what our flag represents to the nation 
as a symbol and on the ideals that all 
Americans profess to uphold.

“This past year has demonstrated 
that there are many on the Right, 
with the President leading the way, 
who have subscribed to a perversion of 
patriotism that leads them to label acts 

of protest and dissent as disrespectful, 
unpatriotic, and un-American,” said 
Williams, of Grenadian heritage, who 
represents the 45th Council District 
in Brooklyn.

“The professed patriotism of the 
President, literally wrapping himself 
in the flag while expressing hatred 
toward people on the basis of race, 
religion, acts of peaceful protest, or 
even basic dissent, belies what Amer-
ica, and our flag, should represent,” 
he added.

“We should stand for the ideals of 
independence, of free thought and free 
expression, of equity and justice,” Wil-
liams continued.

He said acts of protest that are 
“demonized as ‘against the flag’ or, 
more bafflingly, ‘against the troops’ 
are in reality a recognition of our fail-
ure to uphold these ideals.

“On Flag Day, let us make a differ-
ent kind of pledge — to live up to the 
ideals we claim to elevate,” the outspo-
ken legislator said.

Councilman Williams pays tribute to Flag Day

By Tangerine Clarke
Guyanese-American Verna Walcott-

White, an award-winning choreogra-
pher, educator and CEO of Impressions 
Dance Theatre, will welcome fans to the 
group’s 15th Annual Dance Recital on 
Sunday, June 24 at 4 pm.

Tickets cost: Kids $10.00, Adults 
$25.00.

The students from as young as five 
years old, will twirl, pirouette, bop, rock, 
and boogie, when the curtains open 
at Public School 9207, 175th Street, 
Jamaica, (Jamaica Avenue / 175th St.) 
under the theme “Still WE Rise — 3 
The Journey Continues.”

The recital, that is being co-spon-
sored by the Health Education Research 
Organization / Cancer Inc., headed 
president, Lorna Welshman-Neblett will 
incorporate all genres of dance, chore-
ographer by seasoned dancers, Bobby 

Carter, Jade Schott, and Victor Brown.
White, a passionate performer who 

began dancing at the tender age of 
three, under numerous famous Guy-
anese and International Instructors, 
was trained at the Guyana School of 
Dance, from its inception. Lavina Wil-
liams, Haitian-American dancer and 
director, was one of her first instruc-
tors.

Ms. Verna, as she is fondly called, 
went on to become an instructor, in 
the Guyana National School of Dance. 
She also choreographed for the Guyana 
National Dance Company where her 
work was shown around the world on 
the company’s tour.

Her goal is enrich the lives of chil-
dren, by promoting skills that enhanc-
es multi-cultural and creative dance, 
and provide services to the commu-
nity, to enable children to enjoy a posi-

tive learning experience, as they build 
self-esteem through the discipline of 
dance.

White is the recipient of numer-
ous accolades that include, proclama-
tions and citations, from late Queens 
Borough President Helen Marshall, 
and Queens Borough President Melin-
da Katz, then, Councilwoman Yvette 
Clarke, Senator John Sampson, Council 
Member Mathieu Eugene, Councilman 
Leroy Comrie and others.

She was also presented with the Guy-
ana Cultural Association Award, the 
Extraordinary Woman’s Award through 
renowned Vissi Dance Theatre, the 
Golden Arrowhead Award of Distinc-
tion from Brooklyn Borough Hall, in 
recognition of years of service and men-
torship to community including the 
Guyana missions, consulates and the 
Guyana Tri-State Alliance Inc.

ON THEIR TOES

Students of Impressions Dance Theatre on stage at a previous recital. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Impressions Dance Theatre’s annual recital

Damian Marley performs during 
the “Catch A Fire Tour 2015” stop 
at The Paramount in Huntington, 
Long Island on Tuesday, Sept. 1, 
2015, in New York.  
 Donald Traill / Invision / Associated Press
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By Alexandra Simon
A blend of cultures performed at 

a free community concert at Kings 
Theatre on June 15. At “Dance 
Brooklyn! A World Celebration,” the 
event featured dance groups from 
various cultures and dance styles 
to celebrate diversity. Organized by 
East New York-based dance company 
Purelements, an Evolution in Dance, 
the company wanted the show to fos-
ter cultural connections and dance 
available to more people.

“We wanted to show togetherness, 

and I think right now we’re in a sen-
sitive period where there’s an effort 
to separate us, so the glory of Dance 
Brooklyn in particular has been a 
wonderful blend of various people 
and cultures,” said Lakai Worrell.

He said the much needed show 
allowed people to explore things 
about one another. 

“If we can identify similarities in 
our cultures we can expand on know-
ing each other better,” added Worrell. 
“So we wanted to showcase the possi-
bility of people coming into the same 

space and celebrate each other.”
About a thousand people attended 

the free show, and it was their chance 
to experience something not often 
available to non-theater goers. Wor-
rell said this allowed people unable 
to afford regular showings with a rare 
chance to see a good show.

“We like the idea of being free and 
sometimes when it comes to places 
like Kings Theatre, people will often 
associate it as being out of reach 
for particular prices,” he said. “But 

Show features different dance troupes

Drum away: Musicians of Asase Yaa Cultural Dance Theater play drums at “Dance Brooklyn! A World Cel-
ebration” at Kings Theatre last Friday. Ian Lyn Photography

Continued on Page 40

By Alexandra Simon
He’s a triple threat of talent.
Brooklyn-born and Harlem raised 

actor, rapper, and dancer Sean “ARN-
STAR” Kirkland, is making a lot of 
moves for himself in the entertainment 
world. The 27-year-old recently starred 
in the Netflix film “Roxanne, Roxanne,” 
and went viral for a dance video he 
and a few friends did for a challenge 
headed by singer Neyo, while also high-
lighting Harlem’s vibrant dance culture 
and scene. The video was reshared and 
picked up some traction, shedding light 
on a revival he wants to bring to the 
forefront of hip-hop.

“We were doing our response to 
Neyo’s ‘Pushback’ challenge and we 
loved his energy, and we ended up going 
further with the challenge and we out-

ARNSTAR’S 
fame is rising

Author gets 
intimate

Author Edwidge Danticat

Continued on Page 39

Continued on Page 40

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By Alexandra Simon
A little Haiti is coming to this book 

lender!
A celebrated Haitian-American 

author will discuss how such polariz-
ing issues as immigration and terror-
ism influence her craft during a free 
lecture at the Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch on Sunday.

Reading-room leaders invited 
Edwidge Danticat to deliver the second 
installment of the book lender’s “Mes-
sage from the Library” — a lecture 

how features different dance troupes

M i i f A Y C l l D Th l d “D B kl ! A W ld C lway: Musicians of Asase Yaa Cultural Dance Theater play drums at “Dance Brooklyn! A World Cel-
n” at Kings Theatre last Friday. Ian Lyn Photography

DANCE DANCE 
BROOKLYNBROOKLYN
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Thunder
Imagine Dragons

Perfect
Ed Sheeran Duet w/ Beyonce

Bad At Love
Halsey

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat. 21 Savage

Too Good At Goodbyes
Sam Smith

What Lovers Do
Maroon 5 Feat. SZA

Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

New Rules
Dua Lipa

Love.
Kendrick Lamar Feat. Zacari

Revival
Eminem
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Jeezy

The Beautiful & Damned
G-Eazy

Saturation III
BrockHampton

Star Wars: The Last Jedi
Soundtrack

Divide
Ed Sheeran

BooPac
Boosie BadAzz

Reputation
Taylor Swift

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Presented by

wireless

A Pentatonix Christmas
Pentatonix
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SINGLES
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some people are unaware of 
the value of presentations that 
exist there, and we want to be 
attractive to people who know 
us and new audiences and give 
opportunity to experience.”

It was the fourth time for 
the annual concert, but this 
time at a new venue, added 
Worrell. He said after three 

previous shows at St. Paul 
Community Baptist Church, 
he and co-founder Michael 
Joseph wanted to expand to a 
wider audience and bring. Pre-
viously called “East New York 
in Motion,” Worrell said it was 
a timely change.

“We’ve been doing this in 
East New York because our 
objective is to use arts as way 
to enhance and change the 

narrative of places like our 
neighborhood,” he said.

“But we also wanted to make 
sure more people came to see 
this, so we felt this would be 
great in central Brooklyn, and 
this is part of our mission 
to reach a much larger and 
expansive audience.”

Worrell and his group per-
formed three different dance 
pieces displaying their diverse 

dance styles and talent in West 
African, hip-hop and contem-
porary styles.

Other performing groups 
included Ninja Ballet, Asase 
Yaa Cultural Dance Theater, 
Something Positive, Allure 
Latin Dance Company, an 
Evolution in Dance, and solo 
performances by dancer Trent 
Kowalik and poet Jaime Lee 
Lewis.

DANCE BROOKLYN
Continued from page 39 

did ourselves,” said Kirkland.
In the viral video, Kirkland 

and his Waffle crew — an 
acronym for We Are Family 
For Life Entertainment, are 
seen performing the dance, 
which began in Harlem circa 
2005-2006. He says the dance 
represents an aspect of hip-
hop culture in its early form 
without the commercializa-
tion.

“LiteFeet started with a 
handful of dances from over 

the years, it’s grown with the 
culture, and it’s plugged into 
hip hop’s true values,” he said. 
“It‘s not a commercial dance 
for us — it’s what you see 
for yourself and that’s what 
makes LiteFeet powerful.” He 
says the culture surround-
ing the eye-catching dance 
is bringing light to Harlem’s 
roots in hip-hop music and a 
newfound appreciation for it.

“The movement is so infec-
tious that it causes someone 
to stop in the middle of the 
street to record, and that’s 
what’s keeping the viral buzz 
going,” said Kirkland. “It’s like 
it’s being revamped and this is 
our way of expressing it.”

Prior to going viral, Kirk-
land made his acting debut in 
the biopic film “Roxanne, Rox-
anne,” which is about Queens 
rapper Roxanne Shante. His 
casting in the film was a per-
fect opportunity for him to 
further explore the genre of 
hip-hop and his own personal 
connection to it through his 
father, who was a member of 
breakdance group, the legen-
dary Rock Steady crew.

ARNSTAR’s fame rising
Continued from page 39 

Up in the air: Members of Purelements: An Evolution in Dance, perform during a segment at the free community show held 
at Kings Theatre on June 15. Ian Lyn Photography

series it began last December 
that asks writers of all back-
grounds to share their world 
views with patrons — because 
of the award-winning author’s 
ability to approach hot-button 
topics with compassion, and 
a little comedy, according to 
a bigwig.

“She can talk about impor-
tant issues in a way that she 
exposes herself, but also pro-
tects herself with irony and 
humour,” said Jakab Orsos, 
who oversees arts-and-culture 
initiatives for the library sys-
tem. “And she has an incred-
ible sense of humanity. We 
knew that she would be an 
interesting choice because of 
her state of mind.” 

Danticat, a two-time 
National Book Award nominee 
who took home the Ameri-
can Book Award for her novel 
“The Farming of the Bones” 
in 1999, will focus part of her 
talk, titled “How Not to Die,” 
on how she keeps sane amidst 
the often-emotional current 
events unfolding around her, 
helping listeners learn to face 

the world — and the range 
of feelings that doing so can 
inspire, Orsos said.

“This is a moment to lis-
ten to an intellectual who can 
help us navigate our concerns, 
fears, and joys,” he said. “She 
is going to discuss what she 
thinks are the most-sensitive 
issues of our lives.” 

Following the lecture, 
attendees moved by Danticat’s 
words will have a chance to 
discuss them in smaller groups 
before the event concludes, 
according to Orsos, who said 
the library stages the ongo-
ing series to introduce Brook-
lynites to new ways of think-
ing, as well as some of their 
favorite wordsmiths.

“This is a way to deeply 
engage with our patrons,” he 
said. 

“We do not shy away from 
uncomfortable issues, because 
it is important to be honest 
about everything — wheth-
er its immigration, life, or 
death.”  

Edwidge Danticat’s “Mes-
sage from the Library” at Cen-
tral Library [10 Grand Army 
Plaza at Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 230–
2100,  www.bklynlibrary.org ] 
on June 17 at 7:00 pm. Free.

Continued from page 39 

Kirland landed the role to play MC 
Shan in the Netfl ix fi lm “Roxanne, 
Roxanne.”  Krispy Photography

Author 
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By Kam Williams
As kids, five BFFs from 

Spokane, Washington began 
playing Tag with no idea that, 
over the intervening years, an 
innocuous children’s game 
might gradually morph into a 
cutthroat version where each 
would go to extraordinary 
lengths to pass on or avoid 
becoming “It.” Several decades 
later, despite bearing all the 
responsibilities associated with 
adulthood, the guys remain 
ever vigilant for another tap on 
the shoulder.

The competitive quintet 
came to the attention of Wall 
Street Journal reporter Mark 
Steilen who wrote an article 

about their imaginative antics 
entitled, “It Takes Planning, 
Caution to Avoid Being It.” 
Soon thereafter, Hollywood 
came-a-callin’ seeking to retain 
the rights to their story.

T he  upshot  i s  Ta g , 
the lea st l ikely of  spor t s 
f l ick s  since Dodge Ba l l 

(2004).  The movie marks 
the feature f i lm directo -
r ia l  debut of  Je f f  Tom-
sic ,  who had prev iously 
only been at the helm of 
a ssor ted T V show produc-
t ions.  Tomsic a ssembled 
a big-name cast ,  with Jon 
Ha mm, Ed Helms ,  Jer-

emy Renner,  Ha nniba l 
Buress and Jake Johnson 
por t ray ing t he prot ago -
nist s of  the bawdy buddy 
comedy.

At the point of  depar-
t ure ,  we  f ind  Hoa g ie 
(Helms),  a veter inar ian by 
profession, t ak ing a job 

a s a janitor at an insur-
ance company just to be 
able to shock a r iva l ,  Ca l-
lahan (Hamm), the f irm’s 
CEO. That gives you an 
idea of  the elaborate ruses 
involved.

W h i l e  t h i s  n o v e l 
advent ure  get s  a n  A  for 
c re a t i v i t y,  i t s  c h a r a c -
t er s  f requent  re sor t  to 
u n n e c e s s a r y  c u r s i n g 
prove s  to  be  a  sel f - s a bo -
t a g ing  d i s t rac t ion .  A f ter 
a l l ,  Ta g  i s  s t i l l  a  l i t t le 
k id s ’  ga me,  even i f  i t ’s 
b ig  k id s  play ing  it .  So, 
in  t h i s  cr it ic ’s  opin ion , 
t he  f i lm would ’ve  worked 
b e t t er  w i t h  a  sq ue a k y 
c le a n scr ipt .

Nevertheless, the series 
of screwball stunts held my 
interest for the duration, 
despite the profusion of 
profanities. Best of all, were 
the priceless clips which 
ran during the closing cred-
its of the real-life pals pull-
ing off their pranks.

A nostalgic walk down 
Memory Lane courtesy of 
the ultimate game of Tag. 
You’re it!

“Tag”
Very Good (2.5 stars)
Rated R for pervasive 

profanity, crude humor, 
sexuality, drug use and 
brief nudity 

Running time: 100 
minutes

Production Studios: 
Broken Road Productions 
/ New Line Cinema

BFFs play cutthroat version of kids’ game 

Jon Hamm, Ed Helms Jeremy Renner, Hannibal Buress and Jake Johnson portraying the 
protagonists in ‘Tag.’ Warner Brothers Pictures

Boundaries (R for pro-
fanity, sexual referenc-
es, drug use and nude 
sketches) Intergenera-
tional dramedy about a 
single-mom (Vera Far-
miga) who has to drive 
cross-country to relocate her estranged 
father (Christopher Plummer) with the 
help of her son (Lewis MacDougall) 
after the rebellious geezer is kicked 
out of his retirement home for deal-
ing marijuana. Support cast includes 
Christopher Lloyd, Peter Fonda and 
Bobby Cannavale.

Brain on Fire (PG-13 for mature 
themes, brief profanity and partial 
nudity) Adaptation of New York Times 
reporter Susannah Cahalan’s (Chloe 
Grace Moretz) best-selling memoir of 
the same name about her month-long 
battle with an undiagnosed case of 
encephalitis. With Tyler Perry, Carrie-
Anne Moss and Janet Kidder (Margot’s 
niece).

The Catcher Was a Spy (R for sexual-
ity, violence and profanity) Paul Rudd 
plays Major League baseball player Moe 
Berg (1902-1972) in this biopic about 
his double life during World War II. 
Cast includes Paul Giamatti, Jeff Dan-
iels, Connie Nielsen and Sienna Miller.

Damsel (R for violence, profanity, 
sexuality and brief frontal nudity) Mia 
Wasikowska plays the title character in 

this comic Western, circa 1870, revolv-
ing around a wealthy pioneer’s (Robert 
Pattinson) perilous trek across the fron-
tier to marry the love of his life. With 
Robert Forster, and David and Nathan 
Zellner.

Izzy Gets the F*ck across Town 
(Unrated) Mackenzie Davis handles the 
title role in this romantic dramedy 
as a jilted girlfriend who makes her 
way across L.A. in order to crash her 
ex’s (Alex Russell) engagement party. 
Cast includes Haley Joel Osment, Annie 
Potts, Lakeith Stanfield, Brandon T. 
Jackson, Jr. and Alia Shawkat.

The King (R for profanity) Politically-tinged 
musical retrospective chronicling Elvis Presley’s rise 
from humble roots to the King of Rock & Roll at 
the same time America devolved from a democracy 
into an empire. Featuring commentary by James 
Carville, Alec Baldwin and Chuck D.

Never Steady, Never Still (Unrated) Poignant 
character study, set along the shores of British 
Columbia’s Stuart Lake, where we find a widow with 
Parkinson’s disease (Shirley Henderson) caring for 
a troubled teenage son (Theodorin Pellerin) strug-
gling with his sexual identity. With Mary Galloway, 
Nicholas Campbell and Hugo Ateo.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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“Note to Self,” collected and 
introduced by Gayle King

c.2018, Simon & Schuster   
$20.00 / $27.00 Canada 162 
pages

Listen up.
Pay attention. Eyes forward, 

ears open. You’ve heard those 
things before in your life, and 
now you say them to yourself, 
your kids, and your employees. 
But do they hear what you say 
now… or, as in the new book 
“Note to Self,” collected and 
introduced by Gayle King, will 
your words ring back in the 
future?

When she was just nine years 
old, a classmate told Gayle King 
that she would be his slave, 
were it not for Lincoln.

Stunned, she ran home to 
tell her mother, who comfort-
ed her with words King still 
remembers — but it made 
King wonder what she, as the 
woman she is today, would tell 
that “skinny little nine-year-
old girl…” if she could send her 
young self a message. In her 

Emmy-nominated series for 
“CBS This Morning,” she gives 
opportunities for others to do 
the similar.

Beginning with Oprah, 

King’s best friend, there are 
words of comfort for a young 
woman who was dating the 
wrong man: “I use the word 
beautiful because… that’s 
never a word you would call 
yourself.”

Kermit the Frog admits that 
he’s “green with envy” for the 
possibilities ahead for the frog 
he once was.  Former Vice 
President Joe Biden advises his 
12-year-old self to look forward, 
because there’s great adven-
ture ahead. NFL player Ryan 
O’Callaghan advises his young-
er self to “Breathe.” From Dr. 
Ruth, who was orphaned by 
the Nazis: “… your bravery will 
be rewarded.”

Tyler Perry thanks his young 
self for thriving. Architect 
Frank Gehry says, “Once you 
find your passion… work your 
tail off…” John Lewis advises 
himself to always remember 
the words of Dr. King: “We 
must learn to live together as 
brothers or perish together as 
fools.”

Surround yourself with those 

you love. Hug often. Examine 
your mistakes. Have fun. And 
remember that people can be 
“meaner or crueler or wetter 

or prettier… but they can’t be 
more human than you.”

If you could, would you 
become 18 years old again?

Oprah’s BFF writes: The best 
advice could be self advice 

Gayle King, host of ‘CBS This Morning’ and author of a new 
book, ‘Note to Self.’   John P. Filo (CBS)

‘Note to Self’ is a new book 
of ‘inspiring words from in-
spiring people,’ collected 
and introduced by Gayle 
King, co-host of the Emmy-
nominated morning televi-
sion series ‘CBS This Morn-
ing.’ Courtesy Simon & Schuster
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.



44    Caribbean Life, June 22–June 28, 2018 BQ

 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

LINCOLN

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER
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LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 6/30/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL22626, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 6/30/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.

0%
APR

0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

2014 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
57K Mi, Stk#2862F

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL AWD

Only 300 Miles! Auto, A/C, 
Moonroof. Stk#2713F.

$43,863BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green, Navigation, 
M/Roof, 6K Miles, Stk#2285F

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKC AWD

Auto, A/C, Black, Only
9K Miles, Stk#2966F

$26,998BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

†

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL38129. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 6/30/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX
PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By TALES AZZONI
SOCHI, Russia (Associated 

Press) — This is unfamiliar terri-
tory for five-time World Cup cham-
pion Brazil.

The last time it didn’t win its 
first game in a World Cup, Pele 
had just retired from soccer. The 

“Selecao” had won every one of its 
opening matches since 1978, a year 
after “The King’s” farewell.

Brazil drew Sweden 1-1 back 
then, the same score of its match 
against Switzerland in Rostov-on-
Don on Sunday, when all the hype 
surrounding Neymar and his team-

mates turned into disappointment 
and concern.

The result that ended Brazil’s 
nine-match winning streak in 
openers left the national team two 
points behind group leader Serbia, 
which defeated Costa Rica 1-0 ear-

Brazil’s World Cup hopes in peril

Brazilian football player Marcelo (right) and Swiss footballer Granit Xhaka (left) chase the ball during a 
FIFA World Cup match in Rostov, Russia, on June 17.  Dmitry Lebedev / Associated Press

Continued on Page 48

By Azad Ali
Cricket historian Professor Sir Hilary 

Beckles believes the “tide is turning” in 
West Indies cricket.

He is contending that the excellence 
of the “Jason Holder generation” could 
lead to a revival of the former World 
Champions.

Speaking during a public lecture 
series in Barbados titled “Fire in Baby-
lon: Cricket as Popular Culture,” Sir 
Hilary noted that a new consciousness 
existed in the young generation of cur-
rent West Indies cricketers and as a 
result, they were now attempting to 
reconstruct previous high standards of 
excellence.

He also argued that the develop-
ment of Caribbean society and West 
Indies success were intertwined and 

By Azad Ali
West Indies wicket-keeper Shane 

Dowrich, who scored a century in the 
First Test against Sri Lanka at the 
Queen’s Park Oval, in Trinidad recently 
has pushed him up 20 spots in the latest 
ICC Test batting rankings. In the latest 
rankings released last week, Dowrich, 
25, had improved his position to 66th, 
one of the biggest movers.

The right-hander scored 125 not out 
— his second Test century — to put 
West Indies out of trouble in the first 
innings at the Oval to help set up an 

Historian is 
optimistic

Keeper rises 

West Indies’ Shane Dowrich plays 
a shot in a match between England 
and the West Indies at Lord’s cricket 
ground in London.  
 Associated Press / Kirsty Wigglesworth, File

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48
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yer Marcelo (right) and Swiss footballer Granit Xhaka (left) chase the ball during ayer Marcelo (right) and Swiss footballer Granit Xhaka (left) chase the ball during a
ch in Rostov, Russia, on June 17. Dmitry Lebedev / Associated Press

ON THE ON THE 
BRINKBRINK
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(1)Price includes all costs to consumer except tax, title, and DMV fees. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr at 25 cents/mi thereafter. Offer subject to primary lender approval 
with approved credit for qualified buyers. Lessee resp for Excess Wear/Tear/Maint/Insur/Excess Mileage. Ttl pymts/Due at Sign: Cruze = $3576/$3709; Malibu = $7164/$3609; 
Equinox = $4776/$3649; Traverse = $10,404/$4,499. (2) All rebates including Cash Allowance, Competitive Lease Cash & Customer Cash must have A1+ Credit Approval thru GM 
Financial. Residuals to be determined at lease signing. Due at signing + $650 Bank Fee + 1st Mo Pymt +$0 Sec Dep. Prior Deals Excluded. Cannot combine offers. Must present 
ad at time of signing. Pic for Illus. Purp Only. Not resp for typos/errors. Offers expire 7/02/18.  DMV #7123564   NYC DCA Lic #2071419

1575 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York | 833-497-6386 | bayridgechevy.com

GRAND OPENING
STATE-OF-THE-ART 

SERVICE DEPT.

NEXT DAY SERVICE
APPOINTMENTS

15 NEW CAR
SHOWROOM

FREE VALET PARKING
FOR SHOWROOM VISITORS

OVER 70 HIGH QUALITY
USED VEHICLES IN STOCK

New 2018 Chevrolet

Cruze LT Sedan

$149 
Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr
Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc. 
$2,000 Customer Cash. (2) 
MSRP: $21,450

PER
MO.(1)

24 MO.
LEASE

New 2018 Chevrolet

Malibu LT Sdn 

$199 
Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr 
Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc. 
$2,000 Customer Cash. (2) 
MSRP: $26,020

PER
MO.(1)

24 MO.
LEASE

New 2018 Chevrolet

Equinox FWD LT 

$199 
Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr 
Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc. 
$750 Cash Allowance. (2) 
MSRP: $26,800

PER
MO.(1)

24 MO.
LEASE

New 2018 Chevrolet

Traverse FWD LT

$289 
Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwr 
Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc.
$750 Select Market Bonus Cash (2) 
MSRP: $34,590

PER
MO.(1)

36 MO.
LEASE

 Showroom Hours: Mon - Thurs: 9am - 8pm  |  Fri - Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 11am - 4pm

By Ronald Blum
MOSCOW (Associated Press) 

—  Green-clad fans, many with 
oversized sombreros as big as 
their hopes, filled the streets 
outside St. Basil’s Cathedral, 
packed the Metro and made 
the long walk into Luzhniki 
Stadium. They and millions 
back home have one wish, a 
demand really: for Mexico to 
play that  “quinto partido,” the 
fifth game of a World Cup.

What seemed like fantasy is 
now possible.

El Tri sliced the German 
defense over and over with 
counterattacks, and Hirving 
Lozano cracked it open, cutting 
back to spin around Mesut Ozil 
and beat goalkeeper Manuel 
Neuer from about 10 yards in 
the 35th minute.

When the final whistle 
sounded in an improbable 1-0 
win over the defending cham-
pions on Sunday night, oft-
disparaged Mexico coach Juan 
Carlos Osorio turned to the 
crowd and pumped both arms 
in the air a half-dozen times. 
He pounded a fist over his heart 
over and over, then raised those 
arms a few more times.

Exultant supporters who 
seemed to outnumber Germans 

in the crowd of 78,011 sang 
“Cielito Lindo (Lovely Sweet 
One),” the well-known lilting 
refrains of  “Ay, ay, ay, ay, canta 
y no llores,” imploring every-
one “sing and don’t cry.”

Well, one side of the stadium 
was crooning and the other 
sobbing and stunned.

“The phrase today was to 
play for the love of winning, not 

for the fear of losing,” Osorio 
said through a translator. “We 
played with bravery when it was 
needed, and we also defended 
with all our hearts.”

North American soccer has 
always been magnitudes below 
Europe and South America’s 
best. But this milestone victo-
ry, Mexico’s first over Germany 
in a competitive match _ and 
first in any game since 1985 _ 
gave hope El Tri could one day 
rise to the top.

Osorio’s strategy against the 
four-time champions was speed 
on the wings with the 22-year-
old Lozano, his fastest player, 
and Miguel Layun. He wanted 
them to go wide and cross to 
the space in front of center 
backs Mats Hummels and Jer-
ome Boateng, and behind mid-
fielders Sami Khedia and Toni 
Kroos. Even though Germany 
outshot Mexico 25-12, had 61 
percent possession and com-
pleted 519 passes to Mexico’s 
224, El Tri was the most dan-
gerous team for much of the 
night. If Javier Hernandez and 
Carlos Vela had been sharp-
er, Mexico could have won by 
several goals. Confident Mexi-
can fans chanted  “Ole!” after 
each completed pass, like they 

usually do against CONCACAF 
rivals.

``We looked nervous and 
were not able to play the way 

we wanted to play,’’ Germany 
coach Joachim Loew said. ``We 
will have to analyze why that 
was the case.’’

Mexico’s faithful wishing for another win

Mexican players celebrate after scoring a goal during the 
2018 FIFA World Cup match between Germany and Mexico 
at Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow, Russia on June 17 
 Andrew Surma / Associated Press

Mexican fan enjoy the atmo-
sphere before the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup match between 
Germany and Mexico at Lu-
zhniki Stadium in Moscow, 
Russia on June 17. 
 Andrew Surma / Associated Press
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Price includes dealer prep and all costs except tax, tags, DMV & reg fees. ‡Retail value: $399. Used cars sold cosmetically as is.(1)For qualifi ed buyers See dealer for details. Not resp for typos.  DMV#7076824, NYC 
DCA Lic. #698282

5THAve. & 65TH St. Brooklyn, NY  | 877-254-3280

Showroom Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri & Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

EXTENDED WARRANTIES AT HAND 
UP TO 96 MO AND 120,000 MI

1 YEAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDED WITH ALL PRE-OWNED CARS‡

Includes: Lockout Protection, Flat Tire Changes, Jump Starts & Towing, Gas/Fluid Delivery & More

For   Less
All Makes & Models, Domestic & Import

H E R E ’ S  J U S T  A  S A M P L I N G  O F  T H E  B R A N D S  W E  H A V E  A V A I L A B L E

EVERY VEHICLE IS 
HAND-SELECTED from the best Off-Lease and Trade-In Vehicles within our18 Dealership Network - Over 19,000 Cars Sold Per Year

SAVE TIME! Fill out your Credit Application
Online  before you arrive.

3 INDOOR SHOWROOMS

DWAYNE DAVID < Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

By George Alleyne
While much cannot be 

said of its play on the field, 
Barbados is quietly moving 
up the FIFA organizational 
and administrative ladder 
by becoming home to the 
regional training office, then 
having a national elected as 
Caribbean boss.

Opening of a FIFA Region-
al Development Office on 
the island in late May cata-
pulted Barbados to the cen-
tral administrative point for 
growth of the game in the 
Caribbean, and less than two 
weeks later Barbados Foot-
ball Association President 
Randolph Harris beat USVI’s 
Hillaren Frederick 27-3 in 
voting for the Caribbean 
Football Union (CFU) presi-
dency for the next four years 
at a FIFA meeting in Moscow, 
days before the 2018 World 
Cup.

The June 10 vote happened 
merely hours after Harris 
won another election — that 
of Confederation of North, 
Central American and Car-
ibbean Association Football 
[CONCACAF] vice president 
— for the next two years.

Harris’ two elevations 
place him in direct control of 
the 31-member associations 
that make up the CFU, and as 
the number two administra-
tor for football, covering the 
41-member associations of 
that comprise CONCACAF.

“I have the 
responsibility of 
looking after the 
region and I have 

good support from 
the executive council 
and members of the 

CFU.” - Randolph 
Harris

He had been acting as 
interim CFU head since sus-
pension of Antiguan, Gordon 
Derrick, from FIFA last year.

“I have the responsibility of 
looking after the region and I 
have good support from the 
executive council and mem-
bers of the CFU and hopefully 
I could give them the kind of 
service that they expect from 
me,” Harris said.

“Right now there is a lot of 

stuff going on within the Car-
ibbean,” he said while speak-
ing of “a sense of separation” 
within the CFU member asso-
ciations. “Some of the mem-
bers don’t like the direction 
the CFU is going, and I was 
asked to think about it.”

Along with the expecta-
tion that Harris will change 
the regional organization’s 
direction, there are also 
demands from his Barba-
dos home.

As the Barbados Nation 
newspaper noted in an edi-
torial, the island “is not a 
powerhouse in soccer by 
any stretch of the imagi-
nation. Indeed, we strug-
gle even at the sub-re-
gional level, which puts us 
very much in the shadow 
of regional leaders in the 
sport, Jamaica and Trini-
dad and Tobago.”

“Mr. Harris’ elevation to 
these high regional posi-
tions in the sport may be a 
good launch pad for Barba-
dos to evolve a well-defined 
football culture,” the news-
paper stated, as it conced-
ed, “admittedly, he can’t do 
it alone.” 

Barbados rising in FIFA world

Caribbean football czar Randolph Harris  Photo by George 

Alleyne
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emphatic West Indies 226 victory on 
the final day after lunch.

Opener Kraigg Braithwaite, who 
failed twice in the Port of Spain 
Test, has slipped to 17th but is the 
highest-ranked West Indies bats-
man in the rankings topped by Aus-
tralian stroke-maker Steve Smith.

In the bowling rankings, part-
time off-spinner Roston Chase’s sec-
ond innings haul of four for 15 has 
earned him a four-place jump to 
51st.

Fast bowler Shannon Gabriel has 
moved up one place to 23rd as 
the highest ranked Windies bowler 
while Holder also jumped one place 
to 35th.

once societal issues in the region 
were addressed, he could foresee the  
emergence of a strong West Indies in 
“seven and eight years.”

“I believe that the current gen-
eration of young cricketers who are 
coming up — I call them the Jason 
Holder generation,” he said.

Keeper 

Historian
lier Sunday.

One of the main title favorites, 
Brazil suddenly sees itself having to 
come from behind to keep alive its 
hopes of winning the team’s first 
world title since 2002. But although 
the result felt like a loss, there was 
no reason to panic just yet, as Brazil 
remains heavily favored to advance. 
Switzerland, No. 6 in the world, was 
considered Brazil’s toughest oppo-
nent in Group E.

Another consolation was the fact 
that in 2010, Spain lost its opener 
against Switzerland but went on to 
win the title anyway. Also, Argentina 
and Germany also failed win in their 
openers in Russia, while Spain and 
Portugal drew when they played each 
other in their initial match.

``Nobody can win or lose the World 
Cup in the first match,’’ Brazil for-
ward Gabriel Jesus said. ``We have 
two decisive matches ahead of us. Of 
course we didn’t want to draw, but 
we also didn’t lose. We are more alive 
than ever.’’

Brazil next faces Costa Rica on 
Friday in St. Petersburg and any-
thing but victory will be a disaster. 
But three points would put Brazil 

right back in position to advance 
from the group. Its final game will be 
against Serbia on June 27 in Nizhny 
Novgorod.

“This is only the beginning,” 
defender Miranda said. “We knew 
it wasn’t going to be easy. We have 
to move on and keep going match 
by match. We’ll try to win the three 
points in the next one.”

Brazil now hasn’t won in three 
straight World Cup matches, follow-
ing the 2014 losses to Germany in the 
semifinals and to the Netherlands in 
the third-place match at the home 
tournament. It’s a winless streak that 
hadn’t happened since 1978, when it 
reached four World Cup games with-
out a victory.

Brazil followed that 1978 draw 
against Sweden with a scoreless tie 
against Spain before defeating Austria 
1-0 in the last group match to survive 
and advance to the second round. It 
eventually finished the tournament 
in third place.

Brazil has conceded goals in six 
straight World Cup matches, going 
back to a 0-0 draw against Mexico in 
the second match of the group stage 
in 2014.

The Brazilians complained of two 

key refereeing decisions that went 
against the five-time champions Sun-
day: A push on Miranda that aided 
Switzerland’s goal, and a no-call they 
felt should have produced a penalty.

But coach Tite acknowledged his 
side could have played better. “This 
team can produce more,” he said.

Brazil made too many mistakes 
with the ball, missing easy passes 
throughout the field and failing to 
capitalize on the chances it created, 
especially in the second half after 
conceding the equalizer.

Switzerland marked Neymar well 
and didn’t let him play by making sev-
eral fouls on the Paris Saint-Germain 
star. He was limping when he talked 
to reporters after the match but said 
it was nothing serious.

Team doctors also dismissed any 
significant problem with Neymar, 
who was out for about three months 
earlier this year because of a foot 
injury.

Tite said Neymar might not be 
fully fit until the team’s third match 
in Russia.

A fully fit Neymar will be needed if 
Brazil can’t turn things around and 
arrive for the deciding match against 
Serbia on the brink of elimination.

ON THE BRINK
Swiss football player Ricardo Rodriguez (left) and Brazil football player Gabriel Jesus (right) chase the ball during 
a 2018 FIFA World Cup match in Rostov, Russia on June 17.  Dmitry Lebedev / Associated Press

Continued from Page 45

Sir Hilary Beckles. Photo by George 

Alleyne

Continued from Page 45 

Continued from Page 48 

West Indies opener Kraigg Brath-
waite 
Associated Press / Andres Leighton, File
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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IN EVERY DEPARTMENT!

AMERICA’S #1 FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
APPLIANCE, TV, ELECTRONICS & MATTRESS RETAILER! 

309 WEST 125th STREET • 646-556-8049 
BETWEEN ST. NICK & FREDERICK DOUGLASS

HARLEM

10.0 CU. FT. 
STAINLESS STEEL 
REFRIGERATOR
•Adjustable 
  Glass Shelves
-FF10B3S 

11
SSS
RR
••
  
-

28% OFF

$32997
NOW...

WAS $459.97
PCR INSTANT SAVINGS -$110.00

PCR MAIL-IN REBATE -$20.00

SAVE $130
50% OFF

$499
NOW... EACH

SAVE $5JIB IN-EAR WIRED HEADPHONES 
-S2DUD2-003  WAS $9.99                                                

50% OFF
$4999

NOW...

SAVE $50

TROLLEY BLUETOOTH 
WIRELESS 
RECHARGEABLE 
PORTABLE
SPEAKER 
-TY-ASC20   
WAS $99.99

120W LOUDR HI-FI SPEAKER SYSTEM WITH CD   
-OJ45 WAS $179.99

32% OFF

$18997
NOW...

WAS $279.97
PCR INSTANT SAVINGS -$65.00

PCR MAIL-IN REBATE -$25.00

SAVE $90

16.5” COMPACT 
PORTABLE WASHER
• Rollers For Easy Movement
-TLW09W / CTW10V0W

FULL CONSOLE 
DISHWASHER
• 2 Cycles        
• 2 Wash Levels   
• Heat/No Heat Dry
-FBD2400KW

4K ULTRA HD BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER 
WITH HDR COMPATIBILITY
-UP870   WAS $199.99

75% OFF
$4999

NOW...

SAVE $150
SCSCSCSCSC PPLPLPLAYEAYERRAY DY DDISSISIS

44% OFF
$9999

NOW...

SAVE $80

††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar” or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% 
of the difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with 
the exact model number. Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways and bundle 
offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or 
registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. © 2018 P.C. RICHARD & SON.

PRICES VALID AT HARLEM STORE ONLY. VALID THROUGH 6/28/18

42% OFF
$39986

NOW...

SAVE $300

ACOUSTIMASS 6 SERIES V HOME 
THEATER SPEAKER SYSTEM                                 
-AM6V 
WAS $699.99

$19997
NOW...

WAS $289.97
PCR INSTANT SAVINGS -$90.00

31% OFF

SAVE $90
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    309 WEST 125th STREET
BETWEEN ST. NICK & FREDERICK DOUGLASS  •  646-556-8049

HARLEM
SUPERSTORE NOW OPEN

DON’T MISS OUT! 
EXCLUSIVE IN-STORE SPECIALS 
...THESE DEALS WON’T LAST!

YOU WANT IT... WE’VE GOT IT...

OPENING
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