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TIME TO 
PREPARE
Caribbean officials get ready 

for the hurricane season

Winston Layne kneels before Archbishop Jason Gordon who holds the hands of the 
Presbyterate candidate during examinations in the historic ordination of this former An-
glican priest into the Catholic Presbyterate.
 Photo by George Alleyne

By George Alleyne
A Barbadian made religious 

history this week by moving 
from the elevated position of 
an Anglican priest to be ordi-
nated as a Catholic priest.

Last December Winston 
Layne had participated in 
another piece of Barbadian 
history as one of two citi-

zens as ‘transitional deacons,’ 
marking the first time in over 
four decades that persons from 
Barbados had been consecrat-
ed and set on their way towards 
becoming ordained ministers 
of the Catholic Church.

At that time, in his transi-
tion to the Catholic priesthood 
he also made history for being 

a married man pursuing such 
standing in the diocese.

That ordination six months 
ago made him the only Bar-
badian since Father Leslie 
Lett in 1998 to convert from 
the Anglican priesthood to 
Catholicism to serve as a dea-
con and as a married man. 

History in Barbados’ Catholic church

Continued on Page 8

By Bert Wilkinson
More than a week into the 

2018 hurricane season, Car-
ibbean governments and the 
regional lifeline travel sector 
are scrambling to both recov-
er from last year’s devastating 
storms and to brace for a year 
that experts are already predict-
ing will be above average.

But even as authorities step 
up planning and preparations 
for 2018, a recent review of the 
damage from hurricanes Irma 
and Maria makes for not so 
happy reading.

Dominica where more than 
90 percent of its infrastructure 
was devastated says that while 
many roads have been cleared 
and 90 percent of subscribers 
now have mobile phone service, 
available hotel rooms number 
only 393 compared to nearly 
1,000 before Hurricane Maria 
had spent several hours over 
the Eastern Caribbean island 
last fall causing havoc. More 
than 30 people were killed and 
dozens of others remain on the 

missing list.
Prime Minister Roosevelt 

Skerrit who has been push-
ing for rebuilding of hurricane 
resilient systems says he is, 
however, encouraged by the fact 
that international cruise ships 
have resumed service to the 
island even as authorities pray 
that it would be spared this time 
around.

He said that significant 
progress had been made restor-
ing services to its nearly 80,000 
citizens locals should take heart 
from the fact that “in Miami, 
there are still many homes with 
tarpaulins. They are still send-
ing the army corps of engineers 
to put on new tarps.” He made 
these comments on a recent 
radio program, complaining 
that dredging of rivers would 
have to be completed before 
the 2018 season peaks or riv-
ers would overflow their banks 
again.

In nearby French St. Martin, 
which had 1,500 hotel rooms 

Continued on Page 8
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Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 
back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts that 
left with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission there 
were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 
and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel 
through space, the effects of gravity are removed 
and you are in a weightless state. All the pressure is 
taken off your spine and discs. Even better — and 
this is the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated material 
back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a 
non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herniated 
and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degenerative 
disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse or failure 
following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718 234-6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

S f i d 3

DRX9000TM

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN
BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to 
walk, bend, work, or drive as 
turning your head to see the 
car behind you — a function 
we barely even think about 
under normal conditions — 
is not possible. This kind of 
debilitating pain impacts the 
quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried 
to get help. You may have al-
ready seen doctors for tra-
ditional medical and chiro-
practic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the only 
possibility is surgery. 

But this is not your only 
option. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been treat-
ing patients with these condi-
tions for more than 35 years, 
reinstating their quality of 
life through nonsurgical treat-
ment. No spinal injections or 
drugs are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression ther-

apy, a leading non-surgical, 
alternative treatment for seri-
ous neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi. “It has helped 

people who are at the end of 
their rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to re-
turn to a more active lifestyle,” 
says the doctor. “There is a 
95% success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, en-
gineers, and technicians at 
major teaching hospitals, 
says Dr. DiGiuseppi, who is 
trained in these methods. 
The certification course was 
designed by the leading ex-
pert in spinal decompression, 
Dr. Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors worldwide and 
treated thousands of patients 
using a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain certifi-
cation involves more than 40 
hours of instruction, includ-
ing hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and 
others in the community 
with advanced spinal de-
compression therapy,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal steno-
sis, bulging, herniated, and 
degenerative discs, pinched 
nerves, and sciatica have 
found relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brook-
lyn 8214 - 13th Av-
enue 11228 in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY
Get relief now for back pain at Spine and Disc Center
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By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Council Member Jumaane 

Williams says he’s disheartened by some 
extremists’ “bigoted agenda” in light of 
Monday’s ruling by the United States 
Supreme Court in favor of a Colorado 
baker who had refused to make a wed-
ding cake for a gay couple. 

“The Supreme Court’s ruling did 
not- under any circumstances- change 
our nation’s anti-discrimination laws,” 
said Williams, the Democratic repre-
sentative for the 45th Council District 
in Brooklyn. “But it’s disheartening that 
some extremists are using this to push 
their bigoted agenda by celebrating it as 
a win for Republicans. 

“To be clear: it’s not a win,” asserted 
Williams, the son of Grenadian immi-
grants and a candidate for New York 
State lieutenant governor. “This narrow 
decision focused on procedural matters 
in the case. 

“Religion should never be used as a 
tool to discriminate or oppress LGBTQ 
individuals, or women, or Muslims, or 
immigrants, or any individual,” Wil-
liams continued. 

He charged that hate crimes are on 
the rise across America under Donald 
Trump presidency, stating that while 
Trump and his administration “may not 
recognize June as Pride Month, New 
York does and always will. 

“Our city and state’s diversity is what 
makes us strong,” he said. “So, we must 
always fight back against any form of 
hatred and bigotry to ensure that our 
LGBTQ community- and all New York-
ers- enjoy the equal rights and protec-
tions they deserve.”

Legal analysts said that while the US 
Supreme Court’s ruling was narrow in 
scope, it left ajar the broader question 
of whether a concern can discriminate 
against gay men and lesbians based on 
rights enshrined in the First Amend-
ment to the US Constitution. 

The gay couple, David Mullins and 
Charlie Craig, who were planning to 
get married in Massachusetts in 2012, 
had visited Jack Phillips’s bakery, Mas-
terpiece Cakeshop, in Lakewood, Colo-
rado. 

The couple wanted a wedding cake 
for their reception, but Phillips refused 
to make or sell the cake, because of reli-
gious reasons. 

In the court’s ruling, Justice Antho-
ny M. Kennedy, writing for the majori-
ty, said the Colorado Civil Rights Com-
mission, which at first ruled against 
Phillips, demonstrated animosity 
towards religion.

But, simultaneously, Justice 
Kennedy vehemently upheld gay 
rights’ protections.

‘Bigoted 
agenda’ 
blamed

By Nelson A. King 
Elected officials and advocates came 

together at City Hall last week to kick off 
Gun Violence Awareness Month, which 
is observed throughout June.

The large, passionate crowd stood in 
the rain before an empty casket symbol-
izing the lives lost each year in New York 
to gun violence.

Elected officials speaking at the press 
conference included Councilmembers 
Jumaane D. Williams, Vanessa Gibson, 
Alicka Ampry-Samuel, Andy King, Adri-
enne Adams, Kalman Yeger, and Fran-
cisco Moya. Congresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney and Assemblywoman Diana 
Richardson also addressed the energized 
crowd of activists.

Many were violence interrupters 
working with the Crisis Management 
System and the Cure Violence program.

These larger efforts are implemented 
on a neighborhood-level by individual 
groups, who aim to prevent and inter-
vene in potential acts of gun violence, 
according to Williams, representative 
for the 45th Council District in Brook-
lyn.

He said activist speakers included 
Shanduke McPhatter of Gangstas Mak-
ing Astronomical Community Changes 
(GMACC), Erica Ford of LIFE Camp, 
and Derek Latif Scott, with Save Our 
Streets (SOS).

Mothers of those who have lost chil-
dren to instances of gun violence also 
spoke at the moving event, at which a 
moment of silence was observed for all 
of those killed as a result of gun vio-
lence.

Speakers said that while mass shoot-
ings draw the bulk of media attention, 

gun violence is a daily reality in many 
communities, especially low-income 
areas and communities of color.

They called for increased investment 
in the communities themselves and in 
groups that fight gun violence on a local 
level, often through the Crisis Manage-
ment System and Cure Violence.

“Gun Violence Awareness Month is 
an essential time to call attention to the 
plague of gun violence on our streets 
and to pursue comprehensive solutions 
to combat that epidemic,” said Williams, 
a candidate for New York State Lieuten-
ant Governor. “Over the past several 
months, our nation has had a sustained 
conversation about gun violence, and 
the scourge of mass shootings, but con-

versation must turn into action.
“It is also vital that the conversa-

tion extends beyond the mass shootings 
that make national news to confront 
the daily violence in our communities,” 
he added. “Truly fighting gun violence 
means addressing each of these trag-
edies with passion and dedication, and 
I am proud to work with advocates and 
elected officials who exhibit that passion 
every day.”

Ampry-Samuel, who represents the 
41st Council District in Brooklyn, said 
gun violence is “an epidemic fraught 
with senselessness and a complete dis-
regard for the sanctity of human life.” 
She said that in her district alone, there 
have been 14 fatal acts of gun violence 
this year.

But Ampry-Samuel added: “District 
41 is much more than that. It is a dis-
trict with strong cultural roots, dynamic 
people and an extremely bright future.

“Along with preventing gun violence 
and alleviating violence generally, my 
primary focus will be to enriching my 
district with resources in a way that 
it has not seen in nearly a decade,” 
she said. “I am proud to stand with 
all participants of gun violence aware-
ness month and look forward to the 
constructive partnerships and amaz-
ing work we do this month and in the 
future.”

Ford, chief executive officer and found-
er of Life Camp, Inc., said while the Park-
land, Fla., and Santa Fe, N.M. shootings 
were “incredibly heartbreaking, black and 
brown communities suffer from gun vio-
lence every single day.” She added that, 
just this past Memorial Day weekend, 
there were more than 200 incidents.

Brooklyn City Councilman Jumaane Williams speaks at a rally against gun violence as advocates and fellow politi-
cians listen. Kevin Fagan

Pols, advocates decry gun violence 
Dozens join elected officials in rally on City Hall steps

Anti-gun violence activists carry 
a symbolic coffi n during a rally in 
Manhattan calling for an end to the 
rising tide of gun violence Kevin Fagan
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Caribbean
CARICOM has extended congratu-

lations to new Prime Minister of Bar-
bados, Mia Amor Mottley — the first 
ever woman to head a government in 
Barbados.

The 15-member Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) Secretary General 
Irwin Rocque said he is looking for-
ward to welcoming her at the group-
ing’s next summit to be held in Jamaica 
in July.

In a congratulatory 
message following her 
Barbados Labor Party 
(BLP)’s historic 30-nil 
victory over Freundel 
Stuart’s Democratic Labor Party (DLP), 
La Rocque congratulated Mottley on 
her “truly historic achievements” fol-
lowing the recent general election.

“The overwhelmingly victory clearly 
indicates that the people of Barbados 
have tremendous faith in your abil-
ity to lead the country to even greater 
heights,” he said, adding that he is 
looking forward to welcoming her at 
the CARICOM summit in July.

The CARICOM Secretary General 
said that he was also looking forward 
to Prime Minister Mottley continu-
ing the leadership role that Barbados 
has exercised in the Community and 
as Lead Head of Government in the 
quasi-cabinet for the CARICOM Single 
Market and the Economy (CSME). 

Regional leaders also congratulated 
Mottley on her clean sweep at the 
polls.

Among them was Grenada’s Prime 
Minister Dr. Keith Mitchell, who 
described the victory as “unprecedent-
ed, ” reminding Mottley that as she 
faces “the challenges ahead, I am con-
fident that this overwhelming mandate 
will be used to provide a new opportu-
nity to address the priorities of all the 
people of Barbados.”

Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew 
Holness, and St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gon-
salves, were among the other regional 
leaders who congratulated Mottley on 
her landslide victory.

Antigua
The Eastern Caribbean Curren-

cy Union (ECCU) recently launched 
its Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 
project in Antigua and 
Barbuda.

The EFT allows all 
customers of all local 
commercial banks to 
transfer money in a 
single day, faster and more cost effi-
cient than a wire transfer.

This was revealed by the marketing 
manager and public relations officer of 
the Antigua Commercial Bank, Shantia 
Edwards, who is part of the Antigua 

and Barbuda Bankers Association.
She explained that the EFT will 

accommodate swift payments through 
the Automated Clearing House (ACH) 
network. Edwards added that ACH is 
the electronic payment network that 
allows the clearing of electronic pay-
ments between financial institutions.

According to Edwards, customers 
would only need to send instructions to 
their bank to authorize payments. She 
said that with the EFT, the banks will 
then send the funds, through the ACH 
network, to the bank of the individual 
or business that the customer wishes to 
pay. The EFT will allow the payment to 
be available the same day.

Edwards disclosed that the EFT, 
which was also launched recently in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, will be implemented 
throughout all countries of the ECCU 
by this month.

Grenada
The Grenada government has signed 

an International Solar Alliance through 
a joint initiative of Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron.

The initiative comes out of the 2015 
United Nations Climate Change Con-
ference in Paris (Cop 21).

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Peter 
David noted that with the signing of 
the International Solar Alliance agree-
ment with India, Grenada would be 
exposed to possible financing in small 

and medium projects where solar ener-
gy can be used for community develop-
ment as well as larger projects.

He remarked that Grenada “looks 
forward to the co-operation through 
the initiative of the 
two leaders and in 
that regard would do 
all we can in the fulfil-
ment and success of 
the agreement.”

Indian Minister of State for Health 
and Family Welfare, H.E Anupriya 
Singh Patel, said the agreement has 
been signed and ratified by the gov-
ernment of Grenada, which is more 
environmentally stable with respect to 
climate change.

The International Solar Alliance she 
explained, is an alliance that targets 
121 countries that lie between the 
tropics of Cancer and Capricorn that 
come together to ensure they exploit 
solar energy.

Guyana
The Guyana National Bureau of 

Standards (GNBS) said it is working in 
collaboration with Trinidad and Toba-
go’s Energy Chamber to develop a safe 
to work (STOW) certification program 
for its oil and gas sector.

GNBS Director Candelle Walcott-
Bostwick said the team from the Ener-
gy Chamber will arrive in Guyana this 
month to share its experience of imple-
menting the STOW-TT certification 

program and to determine if a similar 
program can be created locally.

Walcott-Bostwick said the consul-
tation with oil operators in Guyana 
will be useful since the agreed-upon 
requirements would cater to health, 
safety and environmental measures 
that would have to be attained by con-
tractors before they can be certified.

She said once they are STOW-cer-
tified, it would give 
them that pre-qual-
ification to be eligi-
ble for selection add-
ing that the initiative 
would give regulators 
in the local energy service sector the 
opportunity to collaborate and execute 
joint health, safety and environmental 
inspections to ensure full compliance 
by local operators.

Jamaica
Finance Minister Dr. Nigel Clarke 

recently informed Parliament of a 19 
percent decline in the rate of poverty 
in Jamaica in 2016, which he described 
as “the largest annual reduction” in a 
decade.

In a statement to 
the House of Repre-
sentatives, Dr. Clarke 
said that a dramatic 
fall in the incidence of poverty “must 
be considered good news by all Jamai-
cans.”

March celebrating independence
Nationals march on Church Avenue in Brooklyn, at the Guyana Independence Committee’s 52nd Anniversary 
of Independence parade. From left, Mayor of Bartica, Glifford Marshall, Consul General to New York, Barbara 
Atherly, Guyana’s Attorney General, Basil Williams, Mayor of Georgetown, Patricia Chase-Green and PNC 
Secretary Joycelyn Wilson-Thomas, followed by scores of Guyanese from across America and Guyana. See 
story on Page 14. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Continued on Page 16
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Skip The ER!
Wait Time Under 25 Minutes!

No Appointment Necessary
Walk Ins Welcome 

Opened 365 Days 

Most Insurances
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1977 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
www.bkuc.org
(877) 240-2582
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn District Attorney 

Eric Gonzalez celebrated Hai-
tian heritage month at SUNY 
Downstate Hospital in East 
Flatbush on May 31. The bor-
ough’s top prosecutor hon-
ored several Haitian-American 
achievers in a ceremony con-
cluding the commemorative 
month, and talked about the 
community’s contributions to 
the city.

Four awardees in the fields 
of art and science, education, 
health, and law were presented 
with citations by Gonzalez. All 
were either Haitian-born or of 
Haitian background.

They included the Honor-
able Dweynie Esther Paul, who 
was the first judge of Haitian 
descent elected to civil court 
in New York state; Dr. Mona 
Rigaud, the chief of the pediat-
rics department at NYU Lang-
one Hospital-Brooklyn and one 
of nine medical doctors that 
specialize in pediatric infec-
tious disease; Dr. Yvrose Pierre, 
an educator and educational 
advocate, and Rodney Leon, an 
architect and designer of the 
African Burial Ground Memo-

rial in Manhattan.
The event was presented by 

mistress and master of cer-
emony, Rose Pierre-Louis, of 
the Haitian Roundtable, and 
Dr. Jeffrey Gardere, author and 
psychologist — known for his 
books and appearances on real-
ity television.

DA Gonzalez celebrates Haitian heritage month

More than a hundred guests celebrated the end of Haitian Heritage Month with District At-
torney Gonzalez at SUNY Downstate. Photo by Jason Speakman

Gonzalez talks about the 
contributions of Haitian-
Americans at a celebration 
concluding Haitian heritage 
month on May 31.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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TAX 
RESOLUTION CENTER
TAX 
RESOLUTION CENTER

AUBREY BURGESS, CPA
718.773. 7800 973.275.0211

WWW.DENVERBURGESSFINANCIALS.COM

FREE
CONSULTATION 

WE CAN  
HELP!

NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group Brooklyn in Park Slope.

To learn more or schedule a visit, go to nyp.org/medgroupbrooklyn or call 718.643.0483.
Located at 340 4th Ave. in Brooklyn.

Expert cancer care and specialty surgery.

At our new location, we offer a team of medical and surgical oncologists—including experts from Weill Cornell Medicine—

who provide diagnosis and treatment of many types of cancers, as well as liver and lung diseases, plus seamless access to the 

resources and services of NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital.
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I’m not a 
medical 
professional

for tourists, only 350 are usable now and 
authorities hope that 600 more would be 
fully repaired and be ready by yearend. 
The island was hit by Hurricane Irma 
last summer. About 70 percent of the 
restaurants are also back in service.

Tourism chief Valerie DaMaseau said 
experts are preparing storm shelters and 
stockpiling relief supplies on the island 
it shares with Dutch St. Maarten which 
is smack in the middle of the hurricane 
belt.

Across the open border in St. Maarten, 
officials there say demolition of the 
banged up main airport terminal has 
started. Rebuilding of a new edifice is 
scheduled for early next year, but car-
riers are still flying there. Cruise ships 
have resumed stopovers.

In Barbuda, which was completed 
pulverized by Hurricane Irma, life is 
slowly returning to normal. About 1,000 
or about 60 percent of Barbudans have 
returned to the sister isle with Anti-
gua and about 2000 homes have been 
repaired.

Some of the lagoons are back in 
service, said tourism chief Colin James, 
encouraged by the regrowth of vegeta-
tion and the natural state of beaches.

Caribbean governments say the two 

mega storms cost the tourism-depend-
ent region more than $5 billion. A United 
Nations pledging conference specially 
organized to help battered islands, raised 
about $1.3 billion in aid and another 
$1billion in soft loans. Several other 
nations including Cuba were lashed in 
2017 by what officials said were the 
strongest Atlantic storms ever recorded. 
Strength measurements peaked at over 
200 miles per hour.

Giving an early peek into the mindset 
of governments and emergency officials, 
Prime Minister Leona Romeo Marlin of 
St. Maarten warned islanders to be pre-
pared for the worst and to heed warnings 
from experts.

Hurricane
preparedness

Continued from Page 1 

“For Winston [Layne] we’ve had 
to ask special dispensation because 
clerical discipline is that anyone that 
will become a priest needs to be a 
celibate,” said the then Bishop Gordon, 
who himself has since been elevated 
to the position of Archbishop. “We’ve 
received from Rome special dispensa-
tion for him to become a priest within 
the Catholic Church and as a married 
man.”

In a ceremony chockful of rites, 
postures of supplication, prayers, and 
song Tuesday, Layne was ordained into 
the Presbyterate while three persons 
were initiated Catholic deacons at the 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

Layne, 74 and father of one, stated 
Tuesday, “I see my life as a story of 
faith. From my childhood and early 
adult life right through to present time 
have been periods of serious wrestling 
with self and purpose. Then there 
was my answering the call to follow 
a priestly life in the Anglican church, 
and on to this moment.”

He added, “for me priesthood is a 
way of life. It is the best way I believe 
I can live out my consciousness of 
being, the best way I can give expres-
sion to my true self, my way of being 
Christian.”

Layne’s religious education took 
him from Codrington College in Bar-
bados, to the Pittsburgh Theologi-

cal Seminary and University of Notre 
Dame in the United States; followed 
by St. George’s College in Jerusalem. 
With such a background, the faithful 
of Barbados stand to benefit regard-
less of the denomination in which he 
chooses to dispense his knowledge.

Barbados Catholic church 
Continued from Page 1 

Prime Minister of Dominica Roosevelt 
Skerrit addresses the United Nations 
General Assembly, Saturday, Sept. 
23, 2017, at U.N. headquarters. 
 Associated Press / Craig Ruttle, fi le

Priest Winston Layne being robed 
by his wife Vernese Layne and a 
member of the clergy at the end of 
the historic ordination.
 Photo by George Alleyne
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By Ulrich Delius
GOTTINGEN, Germany, 

June 4 2018 (IPS) - Non-
Governmental Organi-
zations (NGO’s) are an 
important partner of the 
United Nations to imple-
ment the UN Charter and 
to strengthen its values. 
But in times when authori-
tarian regimes are increas-
ing their influence in the 
United Nations, especially 
human rights groups are 
coming under pressure in 
the world organization.

Some authoritarian 
regimes recently started 
waging a war on human 
rights at the UN. They 
started lobbying to cut 
funding for human rights 
monitors of the UNor for 
senior posts in the world 
organization dedicated to 
human rights work. They 
didn’t stop in deliberately 
cutting human rights pro-
grams.

Nowadays they are using 
their membership of the 
NGO Committee of the 
UN to keep some NGO’s, 
particularly human rights 
groups, out of the world 
organization, or to put 
them under fire.

The NGO Committee’s 
antipathy towards inde-
pendent NGO’s may not be 
a surprise, because many of 
its member states are well 
known for their desperate 
human rights record.

Sudan, Turkey, Mauri-
tania, Burundi, Pakistan, 
Russia and China, to cite 
only a few of these prob-
lematic member states, are 
not famous for their respect 
of human rights.

Some of these states, 
like Sudan and China, are 
members of the Committee 
since more than 20 years. 
Others, like Russia, have 
been on the Committee 
since decades.

The new world order 
brings many changes to 
the UN. The influence of 
authoritarian states in the 
world organization contin-
ues to grow. Non-govern-
mental organizations must 
not be silenced just because 
they draw attention to seri-
ous human rights viola-
tions.

They only are doing 
their job in researching 
and documenting human 
rights violations around 
the world. Society for 
Threatened Peoples is one 
of hundreds of NGO’s hav-
ing a consultative status at 
the United Nations.

Since we got the sta-
tus 25 years ago, we have 
been committed to support 
persecuted ethnic and reli-
gious minorities, nationali-
ties and indigenous peoples 
at the UN. If voices like 
ours are no longer heard, 
the UN loses its credibility.

In the last 25 years, some 

authoritarian states have 
tried to put pressure on 
our human rights group to 
ignore human rights vio-
lations. But the intimida-
tions have been increasing 
in recent time.

Russia’s Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrovhas 
labelled us a “terrorist 
organization” because we 
have called for an end of 
genocidal wars in Chech-
nya and have urged more 
protection for the civilian 
population.

Nowadays China has 
increased its pressure on 
our association. Only a few 
hours before the start of 
this year’s session of the 
NGO Committee, the Peo-
ples’ Republic officially has 
called on the Committee 
not only to suspend the 
consultative status of our 
organization for a limit-
ed time but permanently 
to withdraw the NGO sta-
tus of our human rights 
organization because of 
an alleged violation of UN 
rules.

After protests by demo-
cratic states, China finally 
withdrew its application 
during the UN’s May 2018 
session of the NGO com-
mittee in New York.

China had considered 
the accreditation of our 
long-time Uighur member 
Dolkun Isa at a UN con-
ference in April 2018 as a 
violation of UN rules and 
called the human rights 
activist from Munich a 
“terrorist.”

This view was opposed 
in the NGO Committee. 

By Kris Gounden
The recent pardon of promi-

nent commentator Dinesh 
D’Souza for campaign finance 
violations by President Trump 
because he was “selectively pros-
ecuted” raises the serious ques-
tion as to whether other cases, 
some of which are far more com-
pelling than D’Souza’s, deserve 
similar treatment in accordance 
with the highest principles of 
American jurisprudence, equal 
treatment and democracy. None 
is more egregious than former 
Democratic District Leader 
Albert Baldeo’s.

In a recent Editorial, the Daily 
News Board opines in its June 
1, 2018 edition: “Google — try 
it, Mr. President! — helps iden-
tify a few others who have been 
treated at least as harshly as 
D’Souza was.

Jenny Hou and Oliver Pan 
were charged with straw donor 
fraud for raising money for 
then-City Controller John Liu, 
a Democrat, and got sentenced 
10 and four months in prison, 
respectively.

Albert Baldeo, a New York 
Democrat, was charged with 
crimes for soliciting approxi-
mately $15,000 in straw dona-
tions from seven individuals. 
Prosecutors pursued those alle-
gations, ending in acquittal, 
and won conviction on related 
charges.

Sant Singh Chatwal, a Demo-
cratic fundraiser, got three years’ 
probation and a $500,000 fine 
for sending illegal contributions, 
via straw donors, to three Demo-
crats.

Diana Durand pleaded guilty 
to funneling illegal contribu-

tions to Rep. Michael Grimm, a 
Republican, and was sentenced 
to three months in federal pris-
on.

Trump now talks up the pos-
sibility of pardoning Martha 
Stewart, convicted of conspiracy, 
obstruction of an agency pro-
ceeding and making false state-
ments to federal investigators. 
And Rod Blagojevich, convicted 
of lying to the FBI in connection 
with a scheme to sell an open 
Senate seat.”

Yes, Mr. President, Albert Bal-
deo’s case, and others, have far 
more compelling circumstances 
than those you have selected. 
Indeed, Baldeo never pled guilty 
to his alleged crimes, while 
steadfastly maintaining his inno-
cence, was tried in Manhattan 
for “major crimes” committed 
in Queens, and was punished far 
more harshly. Baldeo endured 
18 months imprisonment, 3 
months home confinement, 2 
years’ supervised release, paid 
$15,000 fines, had his law license 
suspended, and his District 
Leadership taken from him. He 
was convicted after a deadlocked 
jury was coerced into reaching 
a verdict by the Judge, after a 
first mistrial.  Prosecutors have 
not used this statute again to 
indict the many hundreds of 
similar and even worse conduct 
amongst candidates running 
for office, and Baldeo’s selective 
injustice remains a blight on 
all of us, more so on our justice 
system.

The jury’s acquittals of all 
of Baldeo’s underlying charges 
confirmed that federal prosecu-
tors abused federal laws to indict 

We demand justice 
for Albert Baldeo!

OP-EDS

Growing influence of 
authoritarian states at 

UN a threat to NGOs
Non-

governmental 
organizations 
must not be 

silenced because 
they draw 

attention to 
serious human 

rights violations
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It’s June. 
The month claimed by 

graduates, fathers, brides and 
grooms, the LGBT communi-
ty, Black music and Caribbean 
nationals as well as numerous 
groups anxiously anticipating 
the hottest season of every cal-
endar year.

It’s the time of year students 
are rewarded for their hard 
work with a square-shaped 
hat, a garb representing perse-
verance of spirit and studious 
investment of time that should 
ensure a promising future. 

Dressed in robes identifying 
achievement June grads walk a 
path to acceptance of the prized 
parchment that seals the end of 
waiting for the arrival of the 
mid-year calendar month.

It is also the month — dedi-
cated by a single day, June 12 
this year — to fathers.

Hopefully on this day, the 
male of the species will be 
afforded accolades for head-
ing families, nurturing chil-
dren and providing stability to 
households.

Many will be praised for rais-
ing their offspring most will be 
thanked for being role models.

Each of the 30 days seems 

to unite loved ones, particu-
larly lovers wanting to make 
a public statement about their 
blissful compatibility. Marriage 
not only ties the knot but for 
one reason or another June 
has traditionally been chosen 
as the timeframe when couples 
agree that brides are the pret-
tiest and grooms tend to look 
their spiffiest.

Gay pride is exhibited 
throughout the entire month 
of June as the signature month 
to demonstrate with a rain-
bow colored flag and throngs 
of individuals that identify 
with the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sex-
ual, Transgender and Queer 
(LGBTQ) community.

A Pride Day is highlighted 
during the month by parades 
and revelry.

According to Wikipedia.com, 
the annual event is celebrated 
“to bring awareness to trans-
gender people and their identi-
ties as well as recognize those 

that helped fight for rights for 
transgender people.”

A parade in June in Man-
hattan, throughout the nation 
and around the globe annually 
showcases the diversity that 
represents the demography.

Another notable occurrence 
this month will be a global 
gathering in Russia which is 
expected to satiate the appetite 
of soccer fans who have antici-
pated another world cup con-
test since FIFA staged an inter-
national competition between 
the best ballers from every con-
tinent in Brazil four years ago.

The quadrennial sports 
spectacle begins June 14 when 
Russia plays Saudi Arabia to 
kickoff the world’s most popu-
lar game.

Costa Rica will face-off 
against Serbia on June 17; Bra-
zil versus Costa Rica on June 
22 and Panama will play Russia 
on June 24.

The month-long competi-

tion is slated to end on July 15 
in Moscow.

Independence for Afri-
can Americans dates June 
19, 1865 as Emancipation or 
Freedom Day. Acknowledged 
as Juneteenth, June 19 is the 
date rituals and ceremonial 
activities recall the pain and 

suffering that scars an entire 
race captured from Africa by 
Europeans to be sold as prop-
erty and held in bondage for 
centuries.

Juneteenth  is the oldest cel-
ebration commemorating the 
end of slavery in the United 

Grads, dads, pride, Black music in mid-year calendar

These Trinidadians showcase their pride.

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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him on a false and fundamentally defec-
tive campaign theory that his use of 
his own money in a City Council elec-
tion to repay his loans was somehow 
mail and wire fraud, a federal crime 
that carries a maximum of 20 years in 
prison. True to their unbridled power to 
sometimes institute false and patently 
bogus crimes, they secured convictions 
by an accommodating jury for their 
obstruction, setting yet another dan-
gerous precedent to abuse their powers 
with wanton impunity, and adding to 
the legal quagmire such conundrums 
plague our justice system with.

More egregiously, Baldeo was con-
victed for obstructing crimes he did 
not, and could not, legally or logically 
commit on the fraud theory prosecutors 
concocted, because the contributions 
were not legally matchable as per CFB 
and NYC Campaign Finance Laws. Had 
prosecutors complied with their duties 
as ministers of justice and officers of the 
court, they would have fathomed that 
Baldeo’s contributions were not legally 
matchable and could not substantiate 
their theory to indict, as decreed by the 
NYC Campaign Finance Act, Chap 49. 
S 1136.1 s. 3-702 (3) (d): “Money orders 
aggregating over $1,000 are not match-
able.” Although, the District Leader was 
acquitted of the underlying charges, his 
non-peer Manhattan jury, after a long 
deadlock, convicted him of obstructing 
crimes he did not commit, an unfortu-
nate and illogical consequence a damn-
ing indictment can cause. Moreover, 
while the acts allegedly occurred in 
Queens, prosecutors superimposed their 
authority in a venue outside their Man-
hattan jurisdiction with indecent reck-
lessness.

Baldeo, who was seeking to represent 
an emerging, ignored community, and 
his supporters and civil rights groups, 
have been crying out for justice since 
then with appeal after appeal, right up 
to the Supreme Court. Now, down to 
habeas appeal before the Second Cir-
cuit Federal Appeals Court, justice is 

long overdue!  His precedent setting 
case now enables prosecutors to indict 
citizens on false underlying crimes, and 
convict them with impunity for ancil-
lary tack-on crimes like obstruction, 
conspiracy and attempt. It stinks to high 
heaven that all of the witnesses against 
Baldeo in his remaining obstruction 
convictions were immigrants who were 
threatened by the FBI with arrest and 
deportation, and were given immunity 
for non-existant crimes.

Prominent commentator and Har-
vard educated lawyer Errol Louis warned 
in his op-ed in the Daily News back 
in Oct. 20, 2015, that the government 
should “Stop treating minor campaign 
violations like major crimes. By treating 
even minor lapses like Baldeo’s as major 
crimes, the CFB risks scaring away hon-
est grass-roots candidates-the very peo-
ple it is supposed to be helping take 
the plunge into public service…Regard-
less of the ultimate outcome, Baldeo’s 
case highlights the unsettling frequency 
with which candidates and their sup-
porters get caught up in the ambiguities 
of the city’s campaign finance program 
and the arbitrariness of how violations 
get investigated and punished.” Once 
caught in their net, prosecutors rou-
tinely misled trial and appellate courts 
to preserve their putrid convictions.

 Baldeo could not have been more cor-
rect when he protested that, “This whole 
thing is wrong. Judicial and prosecuto-
rial hypocrisy, citing a 1995 Supreme 
Court case, United States vs. Aguilar,” 
where a federal judge was acquitted of 
worse conduct by his peers. That makes 
it all the more clearer that this collective 
sin and disgrace on our justice system 
and democracy diminishes all of us, and 
will affect our children, and generations 
to come. We must remember what Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy warned us about 
when he said, “The rights of every man 
are diminished when the rights of one 
man are threatened,” reinforced by Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. that “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where.”

Justice for Albert Baldeo 
Continued from Page 10 

Dolkun Isa is a German citizen and 
one of the most important voices of 
the Uighurs who face serious human 
rights violations. Such voices must 
not be silenced.

As governments worldwide shrink 
the space of civil society, it’s vital that 
the UN remain a forum of exchange 
of views between the civil society and 
governments and a platform to advo-
cate for human rights.

The civil society is a key element 

in solving global problems. It should 
not be excluded from the internation-
al dialogue on conflict resolution, the 
protection of the civilian population 
in armed conflicts and the respect of 
human rights and dignity.

We are calling for an international 
discussion on the growing influence 
of authoritarian states at the UN. 
NGOs need more support from demo-
cratic states so that it continues to 
be possible to address human rights 
violations openly at the UN.

NGOs threatened at UN 
Continued from Page 10 

OP-EDS
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By Tangerine Clarke
Mayor of Georgetown Patri-

cia Chase-Green, told Carib-
bean Life on Sunday June 3, 
that she was proud to be a 
part of the 52nd Independence 
Anniversary parade in Brook-
lyn, and happy to see Guyanese 
responded to the call to repre-
sent their country, adding, ‘we 
need to always unite for our 
country,” said the politician 
who joined the parade with 
other elected officials, at the 
corner of Brooklyn and Church 
Avenues.

Chase-Green who was 
recently elected to a second 
term, called on Guyanese to 
unite. “Let us unite, let us join 
hearts and hands in build-
ing our nation. Guyana needs 
every Guyanese, and we need 
to work together to build Guy-
ana,” she said, at the march, 
organized by the Guyana Inde-
pendence Committee, chaired 
by Mr. Rickford Burke.

“We have challenges in our 
country but we will overcome 
those challenges with the help 

of our leader, David Arthur 
Granger, she said, noting that 
many changes have taken place 
in the past few years in Guyana, 
and nationals looks forward to 
living as one people, one nation 
with one destiny.

Mayor Chase-Green, who 
was dressed in a green over 
coat with the motif “Beautiful 
Guyana” and flora, said Guy-
anese will come together once 
more, and that will be a joy to 
see them living in love and har-
mony, and praised the Ministry 
of Cohesion that is working to 
foster cohesion, an initiative 
that will bring all Guyanese 
together.

Guyana’s Attorney General, 
Basil Williams, who is also in the 
U.S. for Independence festivities, 
said the group is here to show 
solidarity with Guyanese people 
in the diaspora, particularly in 
New York, and stated that, Inde-
pendence celebration is not only 
being held in Guyana, but in 
various high commissions and 
embassies across the world.

“It is good to be in New York. 

“We are celebrating 52nd Anni-
versary of Independence with 
great optimism, and we are at 
the cusp of transformation so 
it is a good time to celebrate, 
said Williams, who called on 
Guyanese to put themselves in 
a position to take advantage of 
what will transform Guyana 
-“our gas and oil industry, and 
our green state economy,” he 
added.

“It is indeed an honor to cel-
ebrate our 52nd Independence 
Anniversary, to showcase Guy-
ana to the world, and who we are 
as a people, and nation.”

“What you see here today 
is a representation of what we 
are. “It is also an opportunity 
to bring the different Guyanese 
people together, under our cel-
ebration theme: Six Peoples Liv-
ing Together and working in 
unity, that was demonstrated 
during our Independence fes-
tivities,” said Consul General 
Barbara Atherly.

The delegation from Guy-
ana, that also included Gifford 
Marshall, Bartica’s first Mayor, a 

35-year old politician, who plans 
to make the town of Bartica the 
tourism capital of Guyana, was 
joined by Mr. James Richmond, 
and People’s National Congress 
Secretary, Joycelyn Wilson-
Thomas, along with Guyanese 
nationals, who braved the cool 
temperature, during the hours-

long march, led by members of 
the Guyana Defence Force from 
Georgetown. 

The celebration parade that 
honored Guyanese heritage with 
the waving of flags, culminated 
with a cultural presentation at 
the Brooklyn museum grounds 
on Eastern Parkway. 

Guyanese dignitaries in 
Independence Day Parade

Soldiers of the Guyana Defence Force who came from Guy-
ana for Independence festivities, lead the 52nd Indepen-
dence parade on Church Avenue in Brooklyn. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Grand
Opening

Opposition Spokesman on Finance 
Mark Golding, in responding to the 
minister, said that the positive momen-
tum was inherited from the previous 
People’s National Party government 
and continued through the calendar 
year of 2016.

Montserrat
Fisheries ministers recently attend-

ed the 12th regular meeting of the 
Ministerial Council and the Caribbean 
Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM), 
held in Montserrat.

The ministers endorsed a newly 
drafted protocol on securing sustain-
able small-scale fisher-
ies in the region.

CRFM executive 
director, Milton Haugh-
ton, noted that small-
scale fisheries are the mainstay of the 
fisheries industry, both in the region 
and around the globe.

He said that small-scale fisheries 
account for 95 percent of fisheries in 
CARICOM and are vital for food secu-
rity and employment, particularly in 
coastal communities.

Globally, it accounts for 90 percent 
of all the fisheries produced, Haughton 
said.

The Ministerial Council endorsed 
the protocol and agreed on the need for 
immediate implementation.

It furthermore called on regional 
and international development part-
ners and donors to support the protocol 
on small-scale fisheries and to assist 
member states with implementing it 
as well.

St. Kitts
The high-level of non-performing 

loans or bad loans continues to be the 
main risk across banks in the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency Union.

Gordon Julien, country manager of 
Scotia Bank St. Kitts and Nevis, spoke 
about the challenges customers face 
with repayment of loans which often 
lead to delinquency.

He said a non-performing loan is 
a situation where a loan becomes so 
delinquent to the point where a period 
of 90 days would have lapsed without 
payment of principal and interest and 
collection of that loan is in significant 
doubt.

The bank manager said in the case 
of sudden unplanned expenses that 
may affect a customer’s ability to make 

regular payments on their loan, there 
are certain recourses for those situa-
tions, including having a conversation 
with their lender.

He noted that once you have entered 
into an agreement with the bank that 
does not stop because 
you have lost your 
job, because you have 
divorced or you had a 
medical emergency; the 
expectation of the bank is that you 
honor your obligation and make that 
payment.

Julien explained how non-perform-
ing loans impact a bank’s bottom line 
and how that, in turn, affects the 
delivery of other financial services to 
customers.

Trinidad
A controversy is brewing between 

Sat Maharaj, secretary general of the 
Sanatan Dharma Sabha (SDMS) and 
the Ministry of Education and Oppo-
sition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar 
over an On the Job Training (OJT) 
woman who was not allowed to wear 
her hijab if she is to get a job to teach 
at the SMDS Lakshmi Girls’ Hindu 
School.

The woman, Nafisha Nakhid, 23, a 
mechanical engineer, was sent to the 
school to assist in teaching mechani-
cal engineering, but 
was not given the posi-
tion because she wore 
a  hijab.

Maharaj said its pol-
icy barring the wearing of the hijab in 
its schools breaches citizens’ consti-
tutional right to freedom of religious 
beliefs.

Persad-Bissessar, who did not sup-
port Maharaj on the issue, was banned 
from the Indian Arrival Day function 
hosted by the SDMS.

Sat told the opposition leader he has 
revoked the invitation.

Persad-Bisessar told the media “this 
matter is not a political one, it is one of 
natural justice, equality and fairness.”

Maharaj also warned Persad-Bisses-
sar that the Hindu vote could no longer 
be guaranteed for her. He called on 
Hindus to “free up” their vote.

The Hindu religious leader has stout-
ly defended the hijab ban stance saying 
it was part of the school’s dress code.

The government has since asked 
the courts for an interpretation of the 
issue.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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AUDITION FOR
BROOKLYN YOUTH CHORUS
           WED, JUNE 20, 4–6 PM

GRAMMY award-winning Brooklyn Youth Chorus is a city-wide voice training, 
music education, and performance program. For everyone grades 2–12. All levels. 

Auditioning both boys and girls at Bed-Stuy Restoration Skylight Gallery, 1368 Fulton Street. Walk-ins welcome. 
Scholarship opportunities available.

DON’T JUST SIT THERE SING! brooklynyouthchorus.org/join

M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  2 3 ,  2 01 8 

( 21 2 )  2 2 0 -1 2 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng
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IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

FT HAMILTON PKY

CHURCH  AV

CATON AV

LYNDEN BLVD
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PARK
SLOPE

FLATBUSH

NEW
UTRECT

BAY
RIDGE

SHOP

LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

SAVE BIG with our dental savings plan 
for only $49 per year

LOOKING FOR A GOOD AND AFFORDABLE DENTIST?
DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS 
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
Per unit

Each Each

Each

Dr. Irina Yesina, DDS
602 FLATBUSH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(Next to Flatbush and Rutland Road)

718-778-7600

If you are like me, the last thing you want to do is go to see the dentist. At least that 
is how I used to feel until a good friend of mine recommended Dr. Yesina. From my 
fi rst visit, I knew I was in caring hands. Dr. Yesina combines excellent dental skills 
with compassion for her patients. Her entire offi ce staff refl ects this same style and 
attentiveness. They are friendly, thoughtful and professional. So, if you want the best 
dental care, combined with a comfortable and caring environment, you really need to 

visit Dr. Yesina.
Melissa C., Brooklyn, New York, NY
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By Alexandra Simon
The fifth annual Eat Car-

ibbean Week returns June 17 
to June 24. The weeklong pro-
gram, organized by the West 
Indian American Day Carnival 
Association (WIADCA), features 
dozens of eateries and bakeries 
that serve the finest Caribbean 
cuisine and treats. About 25 par-
ticipating restaurants citywide 
will be taking part in the pro-
motional dining experience, and 
this year the event is acknowl-
edging the cooks behind the 
discounted meals, and healthy-
eating, said the curator.

 “This year we’re actually 
focusing more on the chefs,” 
said Michelle Gibbs. “We have a 
diverse community of chefs that 
come from different islands and 
we want highlight these chefs 
and their healthy dishes.”

It’s also chance to showcase 
the cuisine from smaller Carib-
bean islands, added Gibbs. She 
says more popularly known cui-
sine from Jamaica and Trinidad 
and Tobago often dominate Car-
ibbean gastronomy, but this is 

an opportunity for foodies, and 
even natives of these islands to 
try these offerings and eventu-
ally boost tourism.

“Most people don’t get the 
opportunity to go back home, so 
we are inviting people inside and 
outside of the Caribbean to sup-
port all of the different islands 
through cuisine,” she said. “This 
will help keep the culture alive, 
because besides music and art, 
this is another way of saying 
come home and go experience.”

The emphasis on health con-
sciousness is to revisit tradi-
tional dishes created with more 
mindful preparation, said Gibbs.

“We are all into wellness 
because healthy eating is some-
thing to be conscious about, 
and this year we want to be very 
health conscious about what we 
eat and promote good wellness,” 
she said. 

That includes making ingre-
dient swaps for a more healthy 
alternatives.

“Simple changes like using 
coconut oil instead of corn oil, 
fresh herbs and spices instead of 

salt seasoning, fresh salads, and 
so forth,” said Gibbs.

Currently about 15 restau-
rants, including many that par-
ticipated last year, are already 
registered for the program, 
and that number is expected to 
increase by launch week, Gibbs 
said.

A week dedicated to celebrat-
ing Caribbean cuisine and local 
businesses will help increase 
commerce in the Caribbean 
community, and showcase the 
many different cultural contri-
butions members brought to the 
city, said president of WIADCA.

“The largest portion of sup-
porting heritage month during 
the month of June is also the fact 
that WIADCA still maintains a 
majority of the Carib communi-
ty, from carnival, to events from 
year to year, and we continue 
to support Caribbean heritage 
month during Eat Caribbean 
week to help West Indian busi-
nesses and the economy of New 
York city,” said Bill Howard. 

Gibbs says she is thrilled that 
the program has returned for a 

fifth year, and says the event has 
gotten bigger over the years.

“I’m excited that we’ve lasted 
five years and to have so many 

Caribbean restaurants partici-
pate, because this is our mission 
of expressing who we are as a 
Diaspora,” she said.

Fifth annual Eat Caribbean 
Week returns June 17

Eat Caribbean week returns June 17–24, and will feature 
over a dozen Caribbean restaurants and bakeries offering 
exclusive Caribbean cuisine and meals at discounted prices.
 West Indian American Day Carnival Association 
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EXCLUSIVE IN-STORE SPECIALS ...THESE DEALS WON’T LAST!

YOU WANT IT...WE’VE GOT IT...

DON’T MISS OUT!HUGE
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AMERICA’S #1 FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
APPLIANCE, TV, ELECTRONICS & MATTRESS RETAILER! 

309 WEST 125th STREET • 646-556-8049 
BETWEEN ST. NICK & FREDERICK DOUGLASS

HARLEM

• APPLIANCES • TELEVISIONS •
• MATTRESSES • ELECTRONICS •

DOUGLASS

SAVINGS



22    Caribbean Life, June 08–June 14, 2018 BQ

Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-re-
source.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By George Alleyne
Confronted with overall 

national debt that has more 
than doubled in the 10 years of 
the last government, Barbados 
Prime Minister Mia Mottley 
wasted no time in suspending 
liability payments and calling 
in the International Monetary 
Fund.

Following a meeting with 
leaders of the trade unions 
and the private sector, Mot-
tley announced one week after 
winning elections that the 
nation’s finances are so dire 
that it cannot stay afloat while 
meeting obligations.

“When the last administra-
tion took over they inherited 
a debt of about $6 billion (Bds 
$1 = 50 cents US)...they have 
left us with a debt level, when 
arrears are added, of over $15 
billion. Public debt as a propor-
tion of our national income is 
being regarded as high as 171 
percent of GDP,” Mottley said.

The Prime Minister’s revela-
tion of this humongous debt 
obligation to local and over-
seas entities dwarfs the $1.7 
billion current affairs arrears 
owed as of September 30, and 
which — while expected to 
grow when updated — forms 
part of the overall account of 
indebtedness.

“From today, we are sus-
pending payments due on debts 
owed to external commercial 
creditors,” Mottley announced 
in a nationally televised state-
ment flanked by union and 
private sector representative 

in a symbolic show of support 
of the island’s new leader.

“Similarly, we will endeavor 
to make scheduled domestic 
interest payments. However, 
domestic creditors will be 
asked to roll over principal 
maturities until we reach a 
restructuring agreement. 

“The truth is our debt has 
been unsustainable territory 
for some time. The arrears 
represent an effective default 

by the previous government to 
Barbadians.”

The new government has 
an ‘Economic Recovery and 
Transformation Plan’ that 
she dubbed ‘a partnership for 
progress’ explaining, “it is 
intended to initially provide 
balance of payments support 
from the International Mon-
etary Fund and the Govern-
ment has invited a mission 
from the IMF to visit Bridg-

etown.”
That IMF team arrived on 

the island Tuesday, and it is 
notable that Mottley said she is 
seeking ‘balance of payments 
support,’ which usually relates 
to payments of external debts 
over a short term, from that 
international body, and not a 
full restructuring program.

The Nation newspaper has 
reported that government 
would be seeking a one per-

cent interest rate on these 
balance of payments loan 
obtained through the IMF, 
and is hoping that negotia-
tions for the special finan-
cial advance would take six to 
eight months.

That rate conflicts drasti-
cally with the 7.5 to 8.5 per-
cent interest condition under 
which the previous govern-
ment borrowed U.S.$225 mil-
lion from Credit Suisse in 
2013, and for which a payment 
of a reported US$60 million 
due this month.

The new Prime Minister’s 
announcements received sup-
port from the largest indig-
enous Caribbean corporation, 
Sagicor Financial, whose chief 
operating officer, Ravi Ram-
barran, said the decisions on 
debt management so far are 
‘positive’ and that the IMF’s 
work in Jamaica showed it was 
“no longer the bogeyman.”

“We view that as a welcome 
development. It demonstrates 
recognition of the problem, 
acceptance of the problem, 
and that you are now willing 
to engage on a path towards 
fiscal sustainability.

“The IMF playbook has 
changed considerably; they 
have had quite a successful pro-
gramme in Jamaica; Jamaica has 
become the poster child of the 
IMF,” he said, adding “so overall 
it is a positive development and it 
demonstrates to us the serious-
ness and the intent to tackle the 
problem head-on. That is a posi-
tive, it brings clarity.”

Barbados makes instant financial changes

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley. Photo by George Alleyne
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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INTRODUCING 
ATLANTIC TICKET

LIRR SUBWAY BUS

The MTA is testing a new type of ticket for customers traveling between select stations in Southeast 
���������	�
�������������	����������������������������������������������������������������������
��	����!������"#$���%�������	���	��&����'��	����������������������������()������	�������(�����*�����
at a really great price!

'������)���������������������!�����)����(����,������-.�A one-way ticket����	�,������������������(��)���������,������������������(���)�,���/����01.� A weekly ticket����	�,��������������	����(�����!������"#$���%�������	���	��&����'��	����	�
,�����()�����	�������(�����	��������,���/����023

Try the Atlantic Ticket today. Then tell us what you think about it at mta.info/atlanticticket.

AN ATTRACTIVE NEW WAY TO TRAVEL

ATLANTIC TICKETS ARE GOOD  
FOR TRAVEL BETWEEN THESE  
LIRR STATIONS:

Atlantic Terminal 
Brooklyn

Nostrand East New York

Hollis Queens 
Village

St. Albans

Locust 

Jamaica

Laurelton Rosedale
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The Riviera Brooklyn
2780 Stillwell Ave, Brooklyn, NY

718-372-3031  rivieracaterers.com

One Wedding at a Time

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

Be Dad’s Gift Hero

States.
Another annual June staple contin-

ues a tradition of pride in heritage and 
liberation from slavery with a lead into 
the 47th Annual International African 
Arts festival in Brooklyn at Commodore 
Barry Park. It begins on the very last 
day of June with a kickoff to five days 
of pre-independence celebration and 
salute to African heritage and culture. 
This year highlights Dakawowo, a word 
from the Ewe and mina people of Ghana 
and Togo that translates to meaning 
solidarity.

Always evident and annually vividly 
displayed to preview the July 4 Inde-
pendence Day festivities include artistry 
and talent from Africa and the Carib-
bean. Elida Almeida from Cape Verde 
Islands, Reggie Workman Ensemble, 
Muntu Dance Theater of Chicago and 
Cuba’s Oyu Oro are the first night pre-
senters.

Trinidad & Tobago’s David Rudder is 
slated to headline the July 3 showcase, 
which includes The Originals, Bambara 
Drum & Dance ensemble and Don Adol-
fo y su Conjunto Fantasia Cubanas.

It’s also Black Music Month, the time-
frame that a myriad of genres are her-
alded by radio, television and a plethora 
of concert staging.

From jazz to rhythm and blues, reg-
gae, calypso, rock n roll, hip-hop, musi-
cal legends past and present will be 
hailed with tributes.

Similarly, the multi-cultural diversity 
of English, Spanish, Dutch, and French 
peoples from Asia, Europe and Africa 
will again celebrate Caribbean Heritage 
Month with a myriad of tributes. Food, 
music and dance will highlight many 
events as well as symposium, award 
presentations, fashion shows and sport-
ing events. 

Panamanians are hosting a salute to 
media on June 24. Yours truly is among 
the honorees representing the fourth 
estate. An award ceremony is slated 
from 6-11 pm at Glen Terrace Caterers, 
5313 Ave. in Brooklyn.

The first month of summer also sig-
nals the start of the hurricane season, 
a long period of worry for Caribbean 
nationals and residents of many eastern 
states north and south in America.

Catch You On The Inside! 

Inside Life
Continued from Page 11 

June is traditionally the month for graduations and commencements, like 
this one at Howard University Associated Press / Jose Luis Magana
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TSC Training Academy
is headed to the Bronx!
GRAND OPENING JUNE 2018

We’re excited to announce our newest Training Center in the Bronx. 
We offer a variety of construction & general industry safety training courses

in multiple languages, including OSHA and DOB-Approved training.

332 E. 149th St., 7th Fl
Bronx, NY 10451

Visit us online at tscta.com or give us a call 718-389-2103
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
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R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 6/30/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL22626, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 6/30/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.

0%
APR

0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

2014 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
57K Mi, Stk#2862F

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL AWD

Only 300 Miles! Auto, A/C, 
Moonroof. Stk#2713F.

$43,863BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKX AWD

Auto, A/C, Dark Brown, 
45,094 Miles, Stk#2672F

$26,995BUY
FOR

*
2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green, Navigation, 
M/Roof, 6K Miles, Stk#2285F

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIEDCERTIFIED

†

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL38129. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 6/30/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX
PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$5,800BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#M43681
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MAZDA6
$8,800BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA
$8,888$8,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246939k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'15 HONDA CIVIC

$11,888BUY 
FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$12,488BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#J5998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE LAT
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSSAN MAXIMA

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$18,588BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#35843
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 MERCEDES C-300
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$18,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#M40473
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
$18,500BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#M39644
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA PILOT

ENJOY THE AMAZING SUMME
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 06/08/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

$10,588BUY 
FOR:

689 miles, Stk#29008
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M40378
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHRYSLER 200
$9,800BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,488BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,995BUY 

FOR:

38k miles, Stk#M41223
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE SV
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#M40521
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$12,500BUY 

FOR:

51k miles, Stk#M38267
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,888BUY 

FOR:

26k miles, Stk#37357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 MERCEDES E-350
$23,995BUY 

FOR:

12k miles, Stk#31904
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

ER DEALS AT MAJOR WORLD
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Fort Greene Council, Inc
Invites You To Attend Our

Celebrating 45 Years of Service to the Community

Saturday
June 23, 2018
10:00am – 1:00pm

El Caribe
5945 Strickland Ave

Brooklyn, NY

$50.00
per person

For additional
information and

sponsorship
opportunity 

please contact:

Brian or Jackie
718-638-6910

Featuring
ARC Gospel Choir
From  The Village of Harlem

Honoring
Seniors 90
& Above

Things are looking up at LaSante and 
they’re starting from way back down. 
Now servicing specialty footcare needs, 
their podiatry division is now open. 
Patients already feel at ease when enter-
ing the state of the art facility and its 
expansive waiting rooms.

With ample space for the children 
and enough legroom to relax, the 
design team has placed great emphasis 
on making the wait time and visit as 
pleasant as it is productive. 

Aesthetics are not the only perk at 
the well furnished health center. LaS-
ante is initializing plans to add specialty 
service divisions on site and they’ve 
already implemented LaSante’s very 
first podiatry department. Dr. Gerard 
Leotaud, specialty surgeon at Royal 
Footcare, has joined as leader of the 
division and will be seeing patients 
regarding podiatric concerns and cor-
rective surgery.

A graduate of the New York College of 
Pediatric Medicine and member of the 
American Microsurgical Orthoplastic 
Surgical Society since 2016, Dr. Leo-
taud has extensive knowledge in aspects 
related to limb damage and degen-
eration, as well as deformity correction 
and limb reconstruction. As part of the 
board of trustees for the Bronx Dance 
Theatre, Dr. Leotaud views his practice 
of a way to help his patients realize their 
true potential in the areas of flexibility 

and pain management.
You may schedule a visit by call-

ing 718-246-5700 or visiting LaSante 
Health Center at 672 Parkside Ave, 
2nd Fl. In Prospect Lefferts Gardens in 
Brooklyn, New York. LaSante Health 
Center is a community based medical 
office that features modern day medi-
cine with a personal approach. An all 
inclusive state of the art facility, health 
divisions and lab testing are all fea-
tured on premises for a comprehensive 
approach to healthcare that is as effi-
cient as it is personal.

Dr. Gerard Leotaud: New at LaSante

Dr. Gerard Leotaud.

Advertorial

Are you an HIV Positive 
Black Man age 18-55 who 

hooks up with men?

Call 646-270-2139
email: ofole.mgbako@nyumc.org

Interested in a research study at Bellevue Hospital involving a 
1-2 hour in-person interview about your experiences?

Compensation provided.
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At a gala November 15th, Caribbean Life will present its 4th annual Caribbean Life Impact Awards 
which will recognize outstanding New Yorkers of Caribbean Heritage. These individuals will 
represent the best of the Caribbean diaspora working in a diversity of fields: from education, 

finance, and non-profit to manufacturing, media, and retail and everything in between.
 

We will honor Caribbean Americans who, through perseverance and hard work, have realized 
the American dream and who have brought a sense of Caribbean pride along with them.

 
If you wish to nominate a Caribbean American who has shown outstanding achievements 

in his or her field, and who resides or works in New York, please fill out the form & mail it to us 
before August 10th, 2018. You can also submit your nomination online at www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 

We will contact you before September 4th, 2017 if your candidate is selected.

Nominate an outstanding Caribbean American who has made an impact in New York
Your name: (Please print clearly)_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of nominee:_________________________________________Nominee’s Country of origin:__________________

Your relationship to nominee:_________________________________Nominee’s occupation/profession:______________________________

Where does your nominee currently work?_______________________________________________________________________________

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):_______________________________________________________________________

What makes  your nominee outstanding? (100 words or more):_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional paper, if necessary.

How can we reach you?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

How can we reach your nominee?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

Please include a copy of your nominee’s bio & resume if available.

Mail to:  Caribbean Life, Impact Awards  Attn: Jennifer Stern
               One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

2018 Caribbean Impact Awards
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

(718) 260–8302

Deadline 
September 

7th
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

ACHIEVE
1 TO 3 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
THIS SUMMER.

WATCH OUR VIDEOS NOW:
 Dickerreading.com/DRM_Advantage.ASP

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600

RECENT RESULTS OBTAINED FOR OUR CLIENTS 

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 

PERSONAL INJURY 

Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

“How to Trick the Tooth Fairy” 
by Erin Danielle Russell, illus-
trated by Jennifer Hansen 
Rolli
c.2018, Aladdin / Simon & 
Schuster Kids 
$17.99 / $23.99 Canada 
40 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The joke’s from you!
That’s because you’re a pret-

ty funny kid. You’re always 
being silly, pranking friends, 
goofing around, and joking to 
make people laugh – although 
sometimes, you have to admit 
that things get out of hand. 
In “How to Trick the Tooth 
Fairy” by Erin Danielle Russell, 
illustrated by Jennifer Hansen 
Rolli, they also get out of, um, 
mouth.

Kaylee was the Princess of 
Pranking.

“Mischief” was practical-
ly her middle name because 
there wasn’t one single day in 
a year when she didn’t play 
a prank. She was known to 
prank her sister awake. Kaylee 
even pranked on Christmas. 
All her friends knew the score 
and they were careful around 
her. No sense in being her next 

“unsuspecting victim.”
But, believe it or not, Kaylee 

wasn’t the biggest prankster in 
the world.

No, that would be The Tooth 
Fairy.

Seriously, have you ever 
actually seen The Tooth Fairy? 
Yeah, what can you say about 
pixie dust and swift fairy wings?  
Not much, except: can you spot 
trouble here?

Anyhow, one night, right 
after Kaylee lost a tooth, The 
Tooth Fairy came to visit. She 

was expecting to find a small, 
hard, white object beneath 
Kaylee’s pillow but we are talk-
ing about Kaylee here and 
instead, The Tooth Fairy got 
a frog.

When you pillow-prank a 
professional with a rubber frog, 
you get dozens of real frogs in 
your bedroom in answer.

From there, it was “Game 
On!”

Kaylee pranked The Tooth 
Fairy with a slice of chocolate 
pie and hot-sauce topping. Ugh. 
The Tooth Fairy retaliated with 
a roomful of sticky ice cream 
with whipped cream and cher-
ries that landed absolutely 
everywhere. What a mess! Of 
course, Kaylee couldn’t leave 
things well enough alone so 
she retaliated and The Tooth 
Fairy retaliated again and 
before long, payback was no 
fun. Nobody meant to hurt 
anybody.

What happens when two big 
pranksters have to call off their 
epic prank-off? Is it possible 
for them to keep a long-term 
truce?

So you say you’ve got a mis-
chief-maker in the house. The 
sillier, the better for her and 

the more laughs, the more fun. 
That’s why you need “How to 
Trick the Tooth Fairy” around: 
this book is a perfect giggle-
generator.

Part of the reason is that 
author Erin Danielle Russell’s 
Kaylee is pure playfulness, 
which makes her easy for fun-
loving kids to understand and 
identify with. Kaylee’s prank-
ing isn’t malicious misbehav-
ior or worthy of scolding; it’s 
messy in a colossal way, but it’s 
really just kid stuff. The Tooth 
Fairy, on the other hand, lends 

a bit of magic pixie influence to 
the tale. Her pranks really go 
over-the-top; with artwork by 
Jennifer Hansen Rolli, mayhem 
adds to the free-wheeling free-
for-all feel of the book.

For four-to-eight-year-olds 
who know how to get a little 
wild, this book will become a 
favorite pretty quickly. It’s also 
for kids who love a good prank, 
and for children who haven’t 
met The Tooth Fairy yet. The 
fun they’ll find inside “How 
to Trick the Tooth Fairy” ain’t 
no joke.

Fun time with a Tooth Fairy

Book cover of “How to Trick the Tooth Fairy” by Erin Dan-
ielle Russell, illustrated by Jennifer Hansen Rolli.

Author Erin Danielle Russell.
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QUEENS
AMBASSADOR AWARDS

Do you know an immigrant in Queens
who has made a big impact on the community?

Why not nominate him or her for our third Queens Ambassador Awards.
The nominee should be someone who has made a difference in the great borough of Queens 

through service to the community, charity, academia, business, healthcare, etc.

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, 
or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer

Or mail this form to:
Queens Ambassador Awards Nominees

CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

Att: Linda Lindenauer

Name of nominee: ______________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 

Your name: _________________Phone: _________________ Email: ______________________

The honorees will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be recognized at an awards gala 
in October 2018. Your nominee can be anyone who has had a positive impact on the borough in any fi eld.
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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The prestigious annual 
Anchor Awards, upcoming this 
fall in New York, will honor 
three top leaders in the global 
maritime industry — Michael 
Bayley, president and chief 
executive officer of Royal Car-
ibbean International; Roland 
Malins-Smith, founder and 
retired president of Seafreight 
Line Ltd; and Rick Murrell, SVP 
managing director, Saltchuk 
Resources and chairman Tropi-
cal Shipping.

The event, sponsored by the 
American Caribbean Maritime 
Foundation (ACMF), will be 
held at the historic New York 
Yacht Club in Manhattan on 
Thursday, Oct. 18, 2018 under 
the patronage of Jamaica’s 
Prime Minister, Andrew Hol-
ness.

The Anchor Awards acknowl-
edges individuals and the com-
panies they represent who have 
played a vital role in the growth 
and development of the mari-
time industry in the Caribbean. 

As the host country for the Law 
of the Sea Convention which 
serves as the legal framework 
governing the ocean, Jamaica 
has been pivotal in the devel-
opment of the maritime sector 
over the last four decades. In 

2018, Jamaica was voted on 
to the Council of the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization 
(IMO), which puts it at the 
forefront of decision making 
on issues that will impact all 
industry stakeholders.

“I was thrilled to be asked 

to deliver the keynote address 
at the event, particularly in 
light of the fact that Jamai-
ca is the host country of The 
Convention on the Law of the 
Sea,” said Ambassador Marcia 
Gilbert-Roberts, permanent 
secretary in Jamaica’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade.

The ACMF, founded by 
former Consul General in 
New York, Dr. Geneive Brown 
Metzger, was established in 
2016 to support scholarships 
and infrastructure develop-
ment at the Caribbean Mari-
time University (CMU).

Anchor Awards Chair, Vin-
cent DeOrchis, Esq., partner 
in the U.S. maritime law prac-
tice, Montgomery McCracken, 
Walker and Rhoads, and ACMF 
board members, said “the 
reputation of the CMU and 
the importance of the Carib-
bean maritime industry to the 
region’s economy make this a 
very worthy cause.”

For more information about 
the awards or the ACMF, email 
executivedirector@acmfdnorg 
or go to the ACMF website 
www.acmfdn.org, 388 Cro-
ton Ave.· Cortlandt Manor, NY 
10567.

American Caribbean Maritime 
Foundation to honor shipping 

industry stalwarts

ACMF Anchor Awardee Rick Murrell.

Michael Bayley, president & 
CEO, Royal Caribbean Inter-
national.

Gala 2018 honoree Roland 
Malins-Smith.

Join us in congratulating our 
2018 Caribbean Life Healthcare honorees 

Paradise Caterers
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, New York 11223

Between West 11th and West 12th

Patricia Abrams, RN, BSN, MSA
BSN, RN

MSA RN
RN

RN
MD

MD
FNP-C

RN
RN

VP External Affairs
RN

Nurse Techician

RN, CLC

Network Deputy Exec Dir, Human Resources
MD, MPH, FACS

CPA
BSN, RN
MSN, OB/GYN NP, RNC

MD
RN, BSN

RN
Financial Counselor
RN

Partial List
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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Imagine technology that 
can assess the health of 
your body’s systems, pro-
viding doctors with this 
valuable insight.

Sound futuristic? 
The future is here at 

HealthQuest, a multi-spe-
cialty healthcare facility 
that offers the RM-3A anal-
ysis system. When you are 
in pain, the last thing you 
want to do is undergo tests 
and then sit home, waiting 
for results. With the RM-3A 
analysis, results are pro-
vided within five to seven 
minutes. This means doc-
tors can discuss your health 
with you while you are still 
at the office. Just as impor-
tant, the procedure is non-
invasive, pain-free, Food 
and Drug Administration-
approved, and covered by 
most insurance plans. 

Dr. Stiler of HealthQuest 
says, “The more informa-
tion we can provide to pa-
tients about their condi-
tions, the more we can help 
guide their care, and they 
can help themselves.”

People can have risk 
factors for disease and not 
even know it, says the doc-
tor. For example, diabetes 
increases the risk of heart 
disease, but there are of-
ten no signs or symptoms. 
“That’s why it’s important 
to get screened,” he says. 

The RM-3A system as-
sesses cardiovascular and 
circulatory systems, mea-
suring risk factors for con-
ditions such as diabetes, 
obesity, peripheral neurop-
athies, heart disease, hy-
potension, and more. This 
powerful tool allows doc-
tors to develop preventative 
treatment plans for risks 
factors that may be discov-
ered. Such factors include: 
blood clots, stroke, heart 
disease, irregular heart-
beats, angina, numbness, 
headaches, elevated blood 
sugar, urinary tract infec-
tions, dizziness, blurred vi-
sion, fatigue, and digestive 
problems. 

Lab tests can take from 
five to 15 days to reveal re-
sults, but this diagnostic 
testing provides instant 
answers, saving patients 
time, and preventing need-
less worry and stress.

HeathQuest now offers 
treatment for knee pain 

due to osteoarthritis. It is 
an especially good option 
for patients suffering with 
knee pain that has been re-
sistant to traditional treat-
ment strategies, says the 
doctor. 

“This FDA-approved 
non-systemic injection will 
not interact with any other 
medications you may be 
taking,” and it can provide 
pain relief without the use 

of additional medications. 
The treatment restores 
natural join fluid that 
cushions, protects, and lu-
bricates the knee joint, al-
lowing better function and 
flexibility. 

Studies have shown that 
after three or four injec-
tions, pain relief can last 
up to six months, says the 
doctor. 

“Although individual re-

sults vary, some people feel 
relief after the first injec-
tion.” As osteoarthritis is 
a degenerative, progressive 
disease, ignoring its symp-
toms, and even modify-
ing your lifestyle, may not 
make it better. 

HealthQuest is dedicated 
to pain management. The 
first step to managing pain 
is a consultation and physi-
cal examination so the doc-
tors can evaluate the condi-
tion. The goal is to find the 
cause of the pain. 

“You want to treat the 
cause, not the symptoms,” 
says Dr. Stiler. As Health-
Quest is an Intersocial Ac-
crediation Commission 
facility, should X-rays and 
MRIs be needed, they can 
be taken right away. The 
facility offers an open MRI 
scan for those who prefer 
that type of experience. 

The MRI technology at 
HealthQuest is a noninva-
sive piece of equipment that 
provides accurate scan re-
sults of various diseases 
and conditions, says the 
doctor.  

The scanner makes use 
of powerful magnets, ra-
dio waves and computers 
to generate high resolution 
images, he notes. These ad-
vanced diagnostic testing 
procedures accurately di-
agnose problems so doctors 

can prescribe treatment 
that is tailored to individ-
ual needs

Dr. Greenseid one of the 
chiropractors at Health-
Quest, descbried yet an-
other state-of-the-art treat-
ment offered, the spinal 
decompression machine. 
This, too, is FDA-approved, 
safe, and effective. It’s used 
primarily to treat disc inju-
ries to the lower back and 
neck, providing an alter-
native for those who do not 
wish to have surgery. Via 
mechanical traction, pres-
sure is alleviated from the 
nerves, allowing many who 
have suffered with debili-
tating neck and pain to find 
relief. 

HealthQuest has been 
servicing the community 
since 1994. Most major 
medical plans, including 
No Fault, Workers Compen-
sation and Medicare, are 
accepted. The 7,000 square 
foot facility is handicapped 
accessible, and there’s park-
ing on the premises. It is 
conveniently located near 
all forms of mass transit.

HealthQuest [3500 Nos-
trand Ave. between Avenues 
U and V in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 769–2521, www.
hqbk.com]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–7 
pm, and Saturdays, 9 am–2 
pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

HealthQuest’s tests giving patients peace of mind
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Portabella celebrates 4 new 
locations this spring with higher 
service levels and special ward-
robe coordinators for group 

events. 
The new locations include 

1029 Avenue of the Americas and 
38 West 34th Street in Manhattan. 
There are also 2 new locations at 
Kings Plaza in Brooklyn.

It is all about service and co-
ordinating wardrobes for special 
events. Key representatives in 
each location are available to fit 
everyone with the most current 
fashions. Internationally trained 
tailors will customize the selec-
tion in all Portabella and Fino 
locations throughout the metro-
politan area.

A large tuxedo department of-
fers solid black plus 8 more fash-
ion colors. All available in modern 
and slim fit silhouettes. Tuxedos 
start at $124.99 3 for $300.

Suits, vested suits, blazers 
and shoes to coordinate are also 
featured. Portabella only collec-
tion of Vitali vested suits in 8 col-
ors at $124.99 3 for $300. Sizes up 
to 54. Every store now carries big 
and tall up to size 60 and a boys 
clothing department. 

Shop all Portabella and Fino 
locations to receive upgraded 
customer service, lowest prices 
and great selection everyday. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Personal service for everyone at Portabella Grand Openings
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By Tequila Minsky
It’s their first time in New York! On 

Sunday, June 10, for the dance-loving 
community, Haiti-based Compagnie 
de Danse Jean-René Delsoin will be 
offering an energetic, full afternoon 
of dance at Brooklyn’s Mark Morris 
Dance Center.

A featured event of Haiti Cultural 
Exchange’s two-month Haitian arts 
fest — Selebrasyon! (www.haiticul-
turalx.org/selebrasyon), the company 
founder Jean-René will give a master 
class at Mark Morris at noon, fol-

lowed at 3 pm by a full-length per-
formance and artists’ talk.

Jean-René trained in Haiti, in 
Jamaica, at the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Center and has international 
dance credits. In 2004, he formed his 
own dance center as well as a com-
pany project. Now called the Com-
pagnie de Danse Jean-René (COJRD),  
the company brings Haiti’s richness 
of cultural expression and dances 
to the world. Tickets are available 
for what should be an exciting after-
noon.

In addition to Selebrasyon! — 
which is entering its fourth week 
— visual installations by Haiti-based 
artists, as well as performances by 
Haitian dance companies, abound.

Maksaens Denis’ multi-media 
video projection, mounted on a cross 
in the outer gallery of FiveMyles gal-
lery (through July 1), focuses on the 
positive — love. The audio-visual art-
ist explained his desire for a counter-
point to so much negativity.

A member of the oft-maligned 

Dance troupe highlights culture

Dancer Makerson Francois performs during a session by the Compagnie de Danse Jean-Rene Delsoin at 
the Haitian Arts Festival. Katherine Freshwater

Continued on Page 42

By Nelson A. King
A Jamaica, Queens-based Jamaican 

national who worships at Miracle Tem-
ple Ministries in the Brownsville section 
of Brooklyn was crowned on Saturday 
the 2018 “Miss United Vincie Cultural 
Group of Brooklyn.”

Morna Francis Harris was declared 
the winner of the “Best Dressed” con-
test, of the United Vincie Cultural Group 
of Brooklyn (UVCGB), which virtually 
won her the coveted title. 

“It was an incredible feeling being the 
winner, especially in that large crowd,” 
Francis Harris told Caribbean Life, in 
an exclusive interview, after the event, 
held, for the first time, at the Trin-
ity Apostolic Church of God on Pacific 
Street in Brooklyn. The church’s pastor 
is Vincentian Dr. Cornelius Olive.

“It was my first time going to the 

By Alexandra Simon
An old festival learns new flicks!
When the International African Arts 

Festival returns to Brooklyn for the 47th 
time this month, it will add a new ele-
ment — a documentary film festival. The 
chairman of the festival, running at Com-
modore Barry Park in Fort Greene from 
June 30 to July 4, said that adding movies 
to the annual celebration of African music 
and culture has been in the works for a 
long time. 

Vincy pageant 
winner

Films with 
African flavor

Fan-tastic: The International African 
Arts Festival opens June 30 in Fort 
Greene.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on Page 42
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God’s Plan
Drake

Never Be The Same
Camila Cabello

Psycho
Post Malone Feat. Ty Dolla $ign

The Middle
Zedd, Maren Morris & Grey

Whatever It Takes
Imagine Dragons

Meant To Be
Bebe Rexha & Florida Georgia Line

Nice For What
Drake

Wait
Maroon 5

Perfect
Ed Sheeran

In My Blood
Shawn Mendes

Shawn Mendes
Shawn Mendes

DAYTONA
Pusha T

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Love Is Dead
CHVRCHES

Testing
A$AP Rocky

beerbongs & bentleys
Post Malone

Wildness
Snow Patrol

Solo: A Star Wars Story
Soundtrack

Invasion Of Privacy
Cardi B

Presented by

wireless

And Justice For None
Five Finger Death Punch

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

“It’s been something we’ve 
discussed for years,” said Segun 
Shabaka.“It’s going to feature 
films from all over the African 
Diaspora,”

The schedule is still being 
finalized, said Shabaka, but two 
or three films will screen during 
each day of the festival, for a total 
of 12 to 15 films.

Shabaka hopes the films, 
which are all documentaries or 
focused on a particular time peri-
od, will give viewers a new look 
at the African continent and its 
people. 

“We’re trying to bring in a his-
torical perspective for the audi-
ence — that’s the objective,” said 
Shabaka.

In addition to the movies, 
the festival will feature Brook-
lyn dance troupes KowTeff Afri-
can Dance Company and Ishangi 
Family African Dancers, along 
with a market area for African 

crafts, and musicians from Cuba, 
Cape Verde, U.S. Virgin Islands, 
and Trinidad and Tobago.

The festival’s opening night 
will feature a tribute to jazz musi-
cian John Coltrane, performed by 
the Reggie Workman Ensemble.

The festival prides itself cel-
ebrating the wide variety of 
African cultures represented in 
Brooklyn, said Shabaka.

“We are truly a pan-Afri-
can celebration. We have dif-
ferent food vendors, artisans, 
patrons, performers, and eve-
rybody diverse in the African 
world, so we pull in a diverse 
crowd,” said Shabaka. 

LGBTQ community in Haiti, 
Denis presents — through vis-
uals with “title cards” testimo-
ny  (intertitles between action 
in silent movies) in English or 
Haitian Creole — “subjects” 
who want to live and love their 
own way. One reads: “They want 
us to feel different, but our love 
is not different.”

This installation is documen-
taryish. Denis, who pushes the 
envelope, explains the difficulty 
of getting subjects to visually 
reveal identities on screen.

Haiti is highly socially con-
servative and is greatly impact-
ed by evangelicals. A law passed 
recently in Haiti’s Senate makes 
it illegal to demonstrate for gay 
rights, which potentially puts 
the subjects at risk. This instal-
lation has not been shown in 
Haiti.

“It’s not completely finished,” 
Denis explains. “I need more 
material.” The artist returned 
to Haiti to continue and will 
take his expanded installation 
to Croatia later this month and 
project it on three screens.

Denis also curated the open-
air photo exhibitions by seven 
Haiti-based photographers in 
four community gardens in 
Brooklyn, a collaboration with 

the Brooklyn Queens Land 
Trust, which opened on May 31 
and continues through July 1.

Despite mist and threat-
ening rain, the afternoon 
opening at Rodgers / Til-
den/Veronica Pl. garden 
buzzed with visitors meet-
ing the exhibiting photogra-
pher Josué Azor and viewing 
“Noctambules” — French for 
night owls, his 20 weath-
er-resistant freestanding 
images sprouted in the gar-
den. The photographs’ intent 
evokes a night dweller whose 
perceived clandestine activi-
ties best flourish away from 
the brightness and tumult of 
daylight.

Additionally, Westbrook 
garden is showing Pierre 
Michel Jean; Q Gardens — 
Georges Harry Rouzier, and 
Greene Garden has a group 
show including three women: 
Fabienne Douce, Edine Cel-
estin, Noiredelatour and 
Sebastien Denis. On June 11, 
Westbrook Garden and on 
June 16, Greene Garden will 
host an artist conversation.

Garden addresses/hours: 
ht t p: // ha it icu ltura l x .org /
contemporary-photography-
exhibit ion-featuring-hait i-
based-artists.

Haitian arts fest
Continued from Page 41 

The band British Dependen-
cy performed at last year’s 
event. Photo by Jason Speakman

Film 
history

Continued from Page 41 

event,” added Francis Harris, 
who was invited by her church 
sister and compatriot, Pamela 
Tucker, the second runner-
up. 

“I am just grateful and 
thankful for the blessing God 
has given to me,” continued 
Francis Harris, who migrated 
from Jamaica 10 years ago, 
plays netball for Crusader 
Sport Club in Queens, jug-
gles more than one job “to 
survive” and to take care of 
her kids, and currently works 
with “people with disability.”

“It was a surprise, but I 
am feeling grateful,” she said 
about the new title.

Francis Harris replaces last 
year’s winner, Augusta Green, 
who delighted patrons with 
her final walk.

Tucker said she was “feel-
ing very happy” that she was 
the runner-up.

Vincentian Winston De 
Freitas was declared the “Best 
Dressed” man.

The “Best Dressed” con-
test was among key activi-

ties at UVCGB’s 10th annual 
Tea Party, which also featured 
Tie and Impromptu Song con-
tests.

New Yorker Olivia Gilmore, 
a Hollis, Queens resident and 
member of Bethel Gospel Tab-
ernacle, won the Impromptu 
Song Competition, and Barba-
dian Joshua Green and Brook-
lyn native Dale Cook tied in 
the Tie Contest.

Savannah Green, 10, of Jamai-
ca, Queens, and Dana Solomon, 
11, of Crown Heights, Brooklyn 
won prizes for resolving riddles, 
pioneered by St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines’ New York Con-
sul General Howie Prince. 

Some of Prince’s riddles 
included: “Water stand up, water 
lay down”; “what is weightless 
but needs two people to hold 
it”; and what’s the difference 
between a fly and a mosquito?”

The answer to the first is 
cane; the second is friendship; 
and the third is “a mosquito can 
fly, but a fly can’t mosquito.” 
The third evoked much laugh-
ter and bewilderment among 
patrons.

Vincy pageant winner 
Continued from Page 41 

Dancers in the Compagnie de Danse Jean-Rene Delsoin 
put on a performance full of Haitian imagery and symbol-
ism. Katherine Freshwater
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By Kam Williams
The election of Donald 

Trump has ostensibly served 
to embolden Ku Klux Klans-
men, neo-Nazis and the rest of 
the Alt-Right movement, and it 
also seems to have given these 
social outcasts hope of mov-
ing into the mainstream. In 
fact, the American Renaissance 
Conference, an annual gath-
ering of white supremacists, 
was suddenly so popular that 
organizers had to shut down 
registration weeks before the 
event was staged last July.

It was clear to the partici-
pants that the new President 
had sent out a signal that it’s 
perfectly fine to be a racist. And 
they showed up in droves, not 
bothering to hide their faces 
as they entered the venue, 
although there’s footage of one 

snarling, “Don’t record me, 
[N-word!]” at a black counter-
demonstrator with a camera.

But from footage shot at that 
rally in Dickson, Tenn., you 
could already see trouble was 
brewing. For, there’s a chilling 
video clip of a neo-Nazi revving 
his engine as if he wanted to 
hit some protesters standing in 

the street. “You’re not running 
anyone over!” a female marcher 
yelled at him. This was just a 
month before the Charlottes-
ville rally where Heather Heyer 
was struck and killed by a car 
driven by one of these hate-
filled creeps.

Directed by Adam Bhala 
Lough, “Alt-Right: Age of Rage” 

is an eye-opening documen-
tary chronicling the recent rise 
of the white supremacist move-
ment in the Age of Trump. 
This fascinating film features 
interviews with both neo-Nazis 
and the intrepid activists deter-
mined to expose them.

Specifically, the director opted 
to focus most closely on Richard 

Spencer, the advocate of black 
genocide who coined the term 
“Alt-Right,” and Daryle Lamont 
Jenkins, an African-American 
veteran of the U.S. military who 
fervently believes that “evil flour-
ishes when good people do noth-
ing.” For decades, Daryle has 
dedicated his life to monitoring 
people like Spencer, if only to 
inform their bosses and neigh-
bors how they spend their free 
time.

You might be thinking, “Hey, 
why not just ignore these neo-
Nazis, and maybe nobody will 
know about them in the absence 
of any media attention.” That 
tactic might have worked prior 
to the Digital Age, when recruit-
ment is rampant over the inter-
net.

The picture culminates with 
the confrontation in Charlottes-
ville where all hell broke loose 
when the police inexplicably 
allowed armed white suprema-
cists chanting “Jews will not 
replace us!” and other vile slo-
gans to surround anti-Fascists in 
an area of Emancipation Park set 
aside for a counter-demonstra-
tion. Overall, a sobering expose’ 
proving the President wrong 
when he suggests that there are 
both good and bad Nazis.

“Alt-Right: Age of Rage”
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 104 min-
utes
Production Studios: Com-
pany 3

Documentary chronicles events pre-Charlottesville

Directed by Adam Bhala Lough, “Alt-Right: Age of Rage” is an eye-opening documentary 
chronicling the recent rise of the white supremacist movement in the Age of Trump. This 
fascinating fi lm features interviews with both neo-Nazis and the intrepid activists deter-
mined to expose them.
 Company 3 Productions

Hearts Beat Loud (PG-
13 for drug references and 
brief profanity) Musical 
drama, set in Brooklyn, 
about a widower (Nick 
Offerman) who starts a 
rock band with his teen-
age daughter (Kiersey Clemons) the 
summer before she’s supposed to  start 
college in California. With Ted Danson, 
Toni Collette and Blythe Danner. 

Maineland (Unrated) American 
Dream documentary about the enor-
mous number of kids from China 
enrolling in private boarding schools 
all across America. (In Mandarin and 
English with subtitles)

Nancy (Unrated) Suspense thriller 
about a pathological liar who tricks a 
couple (Steve Buscemi and J. Smith 
Cameron) into believing she’s their 
long-lost daughter kidnapped three 
decades earlier, only to become con-
vinced of her own charade. With John 
Leguizamo, Ann Dowd and Marinda 
Anderson. 

On the Seventh Day (Unrated) Amer-
ican Dream saga, set in Brooklyn, 
revolving around a group of undocu-
mented Mexican immigrants who work 
long hours six days a week and play soc-
cer on Sunday. Ensemble cast includes 
Fernando Cardona, Gilberto Jimenez 
and Abel Perez. (In Spanish with sub-
titles)

The Quest of Alain Ducasse (Unrated) 
Culinary biopic chronicling the career  
of Alain Ducasse, the renowned French 
chef, teacher, consultant and proprie-
tor of 23 of the world’s best restaurants 
located all around the globe.

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? (PG-13 
for profanity and mature themes) Rev-
erential retrospective revisiting the life, 
philosophy and legacy of Fred Rogers 
(1928-2003), the nurturing host of Mis-
ter Rogers’ Neighborhood, the syndi-
cated, TV series for preschoolers which 
ran on PBS for over three decades. Fea-
turing appearances by his wife Joanne, 
Yo-Yo Ma and Joe Negri.

The Workers Cup (Unrated) Eye-open-
ing documentary about the plight of the 
low-paid migrant workers from Africa and 
Asia building the stadiums for the 2022 
World Cup Tournament in Qatar.

Zoo (PG-13 for action, profanity and 
mature themes) Fact-based World War II 
tale recounting the efforts of a 12-year-old 
boy (Art Parkinson) and his friends to save 
a baby elephant from bombing of Belfast 
by the Luftwaffe. Jones, Penelope Wilton 
and Art Parkinson. 

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg
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By George Alleyne
The recent opening of a FIFA 

Regional Development office on 
the island has elevated Barbados to 
the central administrative point for 
growth of the game in the Carib-
bean.

FIFA Secretary General, Fatma 
Samoura, said that the May 29 open-

ing of this facility — attended by Car-
ibbean stars such as Dwight Yorke 
— in the parish of Christ Church 
makes Barbados the new home for 
this region’s football expansion, “this 
regional office is a fundamental part 
of the development of football.”

This office, which will coordinate 
football training and building activi-

ties of all 31 Caribbean FIFA mem-
ber countries, is part of the football 
organization’s worldwide two-year-
old game improvement initiative, 
dubbed ‘FIFA Forward’ programme.

The world body for football 
describes ‘FIFA Forward’ as “a step 

New outpost for football group  

RIBBON CUTTING: FIFA offi cials and guests at the Barbados FIFA offi ce opening, from left, FIFA Director 
Member Associations, Veron Mosengo-Omba; Trinidad and Tobago football legend, Dwight Yorke; and FIFA 
Secretary General Fatma Samoura hold the ribbon as CONCACAF President, Victor Montagliani cuts it.
 Photo  by George Alleyne 

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Ali
Now Canada has gotten into the act 

to stage the popular Twenty20 cricket 
and has organized a new professional 
league, Global Twenty20 Canada, which 
was recently launched.

International Twenty20 cricket stars 
include Chris Gayle, Andre Russell, 
Sunil Narine, Darren Sammy, Dwayne 
Bravo from the West Indies along with 
Sri Lanka Lasith Malinga, Australia’s 
Steve Smith, and Chris Lyn, and South 
Africa’s David Miller.

Cricket Canada and Mercuri Canada, 
revealed the teams and venue for the 
league, the first to be fully staged in 
North America from June 28 to July 5.

Global Twenty20 Canada will consists 

By Azad Ali
Former West Indies fast bowler Corey 

Collymore has been appointed West 
Indies bowling coach for the upcoming 
Test series against Sri Lanka starting 
in June.

The Barbadian has taken over the 
role of coach from South Africa’s Alfon-
so Thomas earlier this year.

Thomas started working with the 
West Indies bowlers during the ICC 
World Cup qualifiers in Zimbabwe in 
February and March this year.

Collymore, 40, played 30 Test match-
es for the West Indies, taking 93 wick-
ets at an average of 32.32 and a best of 

Canada has T20

Former West Indies player Corey 
Collymore, now bowling coach. 
 Associated Press / Jon Super

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 46

Coach
Collymore

FIFA IN FIFA IN 
BARBADOSBARBADOS
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of six team, five representing Canadi-
an cities- Edmonton Royals, Montreal 
Tigers, Toronto Nationals, Vancouver 
Knights and Winnipeg Hawks- with a 
sixth Cricket West Indies (CWI) repre-
sentative team, consisting entirely of 
players from the Caribbean, as part of 
an official partnership with CWI.

Commenting on the Canada’s 
involvement in Twenty20 cricket, CWI 
President Dave Cameron said “we sup-
port Cricket Canada and look for-
ward to working even closer going 
forward.”

Teams will be stocked with players 
through a draft. Four roster spots will 
be set aside for Canadians reflecting 
organizer’s plan to leverage the league 
to develop future Canadian talent that 
will lead the men’s national team to 
success in international competitions, 
in both Twenty20s and Test formats.

Canada’s Twenty20

change for global football development 
and the way we share the success of 
the FIFA World Cup with our member 
associations.”

According to that organization, “it is 
built on three principles to provide 360-
degree, tailor-made support for football 
development in each of our member 
associations and the six confederations: 
more investment, more impact, more 
oversight.”

“The aim is to improve the way we 
develop and support football across the 
globe, so that the sport can reach its 
potential in every nation and so that 
everyone that wants to take part can do 
so without barriers,” FIFA states.

At the opening of the Barbados office 
last month Samoura described it as, 
“a place to change the face of football 
development for the better. To invest 
much more than ever and to increase 
efficiency and oversight.”

“The development of offices like this 

one today [forms] the centre piece of 
the ‘Forward’ Programme’ machinery. 
We have the FIFA presence on the 
ground where projects become a com-
plete reality.

“From today on, the qualified pro-
fessionals working here are the trus-
tees of the enormous potential to 
develop the game It is up them to 
provide support and expertise and I 
have no doubt this means that the 
potential is in very good hands,” she 
said.

Placement of the Caribbean foot-
ball development office in Barbados 
naturally pleased the island’s new 
Sports Minister, John King.

Noting that “football has been a 
passion of this country and I could 
say the region for a very long time,” 
King said “to have FIFA bring your 
regional office here is really exciting 
times for us in Barbados. We look 
forward to working with you and you 
have my assurance that whatever 

is needed, our government will be 
there to walk with you hand in hand, 
to improve the standards across the 
Caribbean.”

Barbados Football Association 
president, Randy Harris, who is also 
now in charge of the Caribbean Foot-
ball Union, foresees much benefit 
emanating from this office across 
the region.

“I believe that if we operate as a 
united front, we will get more done 
because we will make things easier 
for each other.”

“This office is the beginning of 
the region going to another standard 
when it comes to the game.”

Only Jamaica and Trinidad and 
Tobago have made meaningful marks 
on the world stage of football for this 
region, so much hope rests in this 
office to develop and expand the 
game towards the Caribbean pro-
ducing more world-noted national 
teams.

BARBADOS GETS FIFA OFFICE
Barbados Sports Minister John King addresses the audience at ribbon-cutting ceremonies at the opening of the 
Barbados FIFA offi ce                                                                                                                   Photo by George Alleyne  

Continued from Page 45 

West Indies captain Darren Sam-
my is one of the international 
Twenty20 stars who will compete 
in a newly launched professional 
league. Associated Press / Rob Griffi th, 

Continued from Page 45 

By Azad Ali
Veteran Grenadian and former 

West Indies batsman Devon Smith 
has been recalled to the 13-man 
West Indies squad for the Sri Lanka 
three-Test series in the Caribbean 
this month.

Smith, 37, last played international 
cricket on England’s three-Test tour 
of the Caribbean when he managed 
just 94 runs from four innings.

However, he struck form in the last 
first-class season, amassing a record-
breaking 1,095 runs at an average 
of 84, with six centuries to surpass 
13,000 career runs.

Smith had been one of only seven 
batsmen to pass 600 runs the previ-
ous season and prior to that in the 
2015-16 campaign, topped the bat-
ting charts with 719 runs, but at the 
highest level, he is averaging 24.50 in 
38 Tests so far, with one century.

West Indies will clash with Sir 
Lanka in Tests at the Queen’s Park 
Oval, Trinidad, the Darren Sammy 
Cricket Ground and Kensington Oval 
from June 6-27.

 West Indies 
batsman recalled 
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Price includes dealer prep and all costs except tax, tags, DMV & reg fees. ‡Retail value: $399. Used cars sold cosmetically as is.(1)For qualifi ed buyers See dealer for details. Not resp for typos.  DMV#7076824, NYC 
DCA Lic. #698282

5THAve. & 65TH St. Brooklyn, NY  | 877-254-3280

Showroom Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri & Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

EXTENDED WARRANTIES AT HAND 
UP TO 96 MO AND 120,000 MI

1 YEAR MAINTENANCE INCLUDED WITH ALL PRE-OWNED CARS‡

Includes: Lockout Protection, Flat Tire Changes, Jump Starts & Towing, Gas/Fluid Delivery & More

For   Less
All Makes & Models, Domestic & Import

H E R E ’ S  J U S T  A  S A M P L I N G  O F  T H E  B R A N D S  W E  H A V E  A V A I L A B L E

EVERY VEHICLE IS 
HAND-SELECTED from the best Off-Lease and Trade-In Vehicles within our18 Dealership Network - Over 19,000 Cars Sold Per Year

SAVE TIME! Fill out your Credit Application
Online  before you arrive.

3 INDOOR SHOWROOMS

DWAYNE DAVID < Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

New 2018 Chevrolet

Equinox FWD LT 
Stk# 8888A, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwer 

Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc. 

(2) $750 Cash Allowance. 

MSRP: $26,800

$199 
PER MONTH(1)

24 MO LEASE

New 2018 Chevrolet

Traverse FWD LT
Stk# 8888A, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwer 

Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc. 

(2) $750 Select Market Bonus Cash, 

MSRP: $34,590

$289 
PER MONTH(1)

36 MO LEASE

(1)Price includes all costs to consumer except tax, title, and DMV fees. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr at 25 cents/mi thereafter. Offer subject to primary lender approval with approved credit for qualifi ed buyers. 
Lessee resp for Excess Wear/Tear/Maint/Insur/Excess Mileage. Ttl pymts/Due at Sign: Cruze = $3576/$3709; Malibu = $7164/$3609; Equinox = $4776/$3649; Traverse = $10,404/$4,499. (2) All rebates including 
Cash Allowance, Competitive Lease Cash & Customer Cash must have A1+ Credit Approval thru GM Financial. Residuals to be determined at lease signing. Due at signing + $650 Bank Fee + 1st Mo Pymt +$0 Sec 
Dep. Prior Deals Excluded. Cannot combine offers. Must present ad at time of signing. Pic for Illus. Purp Only. Not resp for typos/errors. Offers expire 7/02/18.

BAY RIDGE
GRAND OPENING

New 2018 Chevrolet

Cruze LT Sedan 
Stk# 8888A, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, Pwer 

Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc. 

(2) $2,000 Customer Cash. 

MSRP: $21,450

$149 
PER MONTH(1)

24 MO LEASE

New 2018 Chevrolet

Malibu LT Sdn 
Stk# 8888A, Auto, 4cyl, OnStar, 

Pwer Str/Brks/Winds/Lcks. Price inc. 

(2) $2,000 Customer Cash. 

MSRP: $26,020

$199 
PER MONTH(1)

36 MO LEASE

1575 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York | 833-497-6387 | www.bayridgechevy.com

 DMV #7123564   NYC DCA Lic #2071419

Showroom Hours: Mon - Thurs: 9am - 8pm  |  Fri - Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 11am - 4pm

OVER 70 HIGH QUALITY
USED VEHICLES IN STOCK

15 CAR
SHOWROOM

NEXT DAY SERVICE
APPOINTMENTS

STATE-OF-THE-ART 
SERVICE DEPT.

IN BENSONHURST
FREE VALET PARKING

FOR SHOWROOM VISITORS
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By Nelson A. King
In quoting the late, 

renowned United States 
writer and civil rights 
activist W.E.B. DuBois, 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Consul General to 
the United States, Howie 
Prince, has challenged 
Mechanics worldwide to 
“set your buckets where 
you are.”

In delivering the fea-
ture address Sunday — at 
the annual luncheon, at 
Sirico’s Caterers in Dyker 
Heights, Brooklyn, of the 
Brooklyn-based Inde-
pendent United Order 
of Mechanics (IUOM), 
Friendly Society, West-
ern Hemisphere, Inc. — 
Prince said the fraternal 
organization is as relevant 
today as the umbrella 
body was in 1757, when it 
was founded. 

“Your motto speaks 
of friendship, truth and 
love to all mankind. So as 
outsiders, we can appre-
ciate that, above all, you 
strive to be your brothers’ 
keeper,” said the consul 
general, speaking on the 

topic, “The Impact of Fra-
ternities on Society.”

“Prudence, benevolence 
and a sense of fair play 
demand that you extend 
yourself in a more visi-
ble and efficacious way to 
others around you in the 
society in which you live,” 
he added.  

“Far too often, we look 
far and wide to do good 
and to receive good, when, 
what we should be doing, 
is to interface and inter-
act, and be Good Samari-
tans to the people in our 
neighborhoods and coun-
try,” Prince continued. 
“W.E.B. Dubois is saying 
to us all, smartly so, to ‘set 
our buckets down where 
we are.’”

Broadly speaking, 
Prince said fraternal 
organizations, over the 
years, have worked assid-
uously towards, among 
other things, coopera-
tive insurance, social and 
political change, patriot-
ism, protection of labor 
interest and public absti-
nence. 

On the one hand, he 

said they were revered by 
their benefactors for their 
role as friendly societies 
that ensured sick and 
death benefits to their 
members. 

But on the other hand, 
Prince said “their pen-
chant for public absti-
nence and secrecy, cou-
pled with misunderstood 
rituals made they greatly 
feared by large portions of 
the population.”

Prince said stories of 
fraternal organizations’  
initiation and other cer-
emonial rituals were “sta-
ple tales told to children by 
parents who themselves 
refused to take the time 
necessary to understand 
and appreciate the Lodge 
and its craft.” 

He said his own recol-
lection of boyhood educa-
tion on Lodge men includ-
ed: “Stay away from them; 
don’t read their black book 
or it will send you crazy; 
they deal with and wor-
ship the devil; they will sell 
your soul to the devil.”

But he lamented that 
there is “a dearth on the 

availability of literature 
to properly inform on the 
fraternal organization, 
such as friendly and secret 
societies.”

Nonetheless, he said 
fraternal organizations are 
relevant entities in society 
today, which are “respect-
ed by most but feared by 
people who have not taken 
the time to understand 
their functions, actions 

and modus operandi.
“Lest you forget, your 

motto defines you as a 
set-aside group of peo-
ple to whom friendship, 
truth and love dictate 
that you should be friends 
and truthful to all, not to 
some,” Prince said. “This 
is a mandate for you to 
spread your wings to reach 
more people in need of 
friendship, truth and love. 

“You are called upon to 
think globally but to act 
locally,” he added. “Your 
motto also dictates that 
you practice and promote 
philanthropy, charity and 
benevolence; and, through 
your example, society at 
large will know the mean-
ing of fidelity, benevolence 
and truth. The forgoing, 
my brothers and sisters, 
sets out your charter with 
humanity.” 

As the inheritors 
of a noble craft, Prince  
admonished the Mechan-
ics to “live true to your 
creed, to your motto, to 
remember that the seed 
lives in you to remain rel-
evant in a changing soci-
ety. 

“You have made use-
ful and lasting impacts 
on society,” he said. “Your 
capacity to be even more 
impactful is limitless. 

“Live true to your 
motto,” he added. “Add 
to the availability of lit-
erature, so that people can 
gain greater insights and 
understanding of your 
organization. 

Prince to Mechanics: ‘Set your buckets down where you are’

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Consul General 
Howie Prince delivers the feature address at 
IUOM gala luncheon. Photo by Nelson A. King
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