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By Bert Wilkinson
Perhaps for the first time 

in living memory, a governing 
party shepherded by the same 
leader, has on two consecu-
tive occasions won all 15 seats 
in general elections and again 
has a mandate to run the 
country without an elected 
opposition.

The New National Party 
(NNP) of Prime Minister Keith 
Mitchell of Grenada walked 
away with all the constitu-
ency seats on the island of 
just over 100,000 people in 
elections held on Tuesday of 
this week.

But this is not the first 
or second time that Mitchell, 
one of the most senior leaders 
in the 15-nation Caribbean 
Community, has achieved 
this feat.

Back in 1999, Mitchell had 
also decimated the political 
opposition, carting away with 
all the parliamentary con-
stituency districts, much to 
the chagrin of the opposition 
National Democratic Party 
(NDC).

The NDC was led by former 
finance minister and attorney 
Nazim Burke who was nar-
rowly beaten by the NNP can-

didate for a city seat.
Mitchell had again repeated 

the 15-0 scorecard in 2013 
as he took advantage of a 
fractured opposition and early 
general elections triggered by 
a near break up of the NDC.

He says his party represents 
the type of stability that Gre-
nada needs after the tumul-
tuous 1980s when American 
troops had invaded the island 
in the wake of the collapse of 
the then socialist adminis-
tration and the brutal assas-
sinations of Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop and five other 
cabinet ministers.

Mitchell, a mathematician 
and statistician by training, 
plans to hold a celebratory 
mass rally in St. George’s, the 
capital, this week but he also 
said that the time has come 
for the opposition to accept 
his long outstanding invita-
tion to join the administra-
tion.

At the start of the week and 
just before campaigning had 
closed, Mitchell dropped the 
type of news on Grenadians 
that they had long wanted to 
hear. He told a rally that the 
spice and nutmeg isle, like 
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Browne, Staurt next on 
Caribbean elections altar

Council Member Jumaane Williams stands with students from Brooklyn College Acad-
emy at the National School Walkout. Kevin Fagan

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Assembly Member 

Rodneyse Bichotte and Coun-
cilman Jumaane Williams on 
Wednesday demonstrated soli-
darity with the National School 
Walkout against gun violence.

“Today, I joined with my 
Assembly colleagues in solidar-
ity with the National School 
Walkout,” said Rodneyse, who 
represents the 42nd Assembly 
District in Brooklyn. “For 17 
minutes, we solemnly remem-
bered and honored the 17 stu-

dents and educators who tragi-
cally lost their lives during the 
heartbreaking school shooting 
in Parkland, Fl., as well as the 
families, friends and loved ones 
mourning these unconscion-
able losses.

“Silence holds a power and 
gravity that words often fail 
to convey,” said the first Hai-
tian American from New York 
City to be elected to the State 
Assembly. “Yet, while we are 
making it clear that we stand 
behind the students, educa-

tors, families and allies tak-
ing a stand, we must also take 
meaningful action. The vic-
tims deserve more than a few 
minutes of remembrance; they 
deserve change.” 

Bichotte said the Assembly 
has passed “critical common-
sense gun measures” in ban-
ning bump stocks (A.9958), 
keeping guns out of the hands 
of domestic abusers and dan-
gerous individuals with “clear 
red flags” (A.5025, A.8976-B) 

Pols show solidarity with school walkout

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8
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By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Council Member Jumaane 

D. Williams on Tuesday pleaded not 
guilty to charges of obstructing an 
emergency medical vehicle stemming 
from the Jan. 11 protest of the deten-
tion and imminent deportation of 
Trinidadian immigrant rights activist 
Ravi Ragbir.

Williams, the son of Grenadian 
immigrants, who represents the 
45th Council District in Brooklyn, 
appeared before a judge on Tuesday, 
with 16 other protesters who were 
arrested with him for their roles in 
the protest. 

Williams’s City Council colleague 
Ydanis Rodriguez, who was also arrest-
ed during the protest, had appeared in 
court appearance late February and 
pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct, a 
violation rather than a crime. 

The other protesters accepted an 
ACD (Adjournment in Contemplation 
of Dismissal) in the courtroom on 
Tuesday, while informing the court of 
their intention to continue to protest 
actions they find unjust, Williams told 
Caribbean Life.

He said he pleaded not guilty, stat-
ing that his actions were “in opposi-
tion to the immoral deportation of 
Ravi Ragbir.”

The arrest and detention of Rag-
bir was later ruled unconstitutional 
by US District Judge Kathleen For-
rest, who compared the US Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement’s 
(ICE) actions to “regimes we revile as 
unjust; regimes where those who have 
long lived in a country may be taken 
without notice and sent away.”

Williams 
pleads not 
guilty to 

obstruction 
charges

By George Alleyne
A diplomatic war of words may be 

developing between the government 
of Barbados and government of Cana-
da through their representatives, the 
Minister of Education, Ronald Jones, 
and the north American country’s 
High Commissioner, Marie Legault.

The Canadian envoy to Barbados 
and the Eastern Caribbean has in 
past months been commenting on 
issues that can be seen to touch 
on Barbadian affairs ranging from 
homosexuality, country manage-
ment, and gender matters.

Apparently fed up of with what he 
saw as interference in the island’s 
internal affairs an angry Jones 
snapped without calling a name, over 
the weekend, “get out! You can’t come 
and because you eat muskrats (a 
North American native rodent) you 
can come and tell us to eat rats.”

Jones display of anger comes under 
the shadow of Barbados general elec-
tions set to be called anytime between 
now and June 4, with a woman, Mia 
Mottley, leading the main opposition 
party that appears a likely winner.

Against a backdrop of this scenario 
a known government campaigner and 
political commentator, had in Janu-
ary questioned whether Barbados is 
ready for a female leader. 

And, Legault might have trod on 
sensitive ground when, consistent 
with her known support for females 
achieving status equal to men, she 
jumped into the fray last week by 
saying, “I was taken aback when in 
January I saw political analyst Mau-
reen Holder asking if Barbados was 
ready for a female prime minister and 
advocating for a national debate on 
it. I think every country is ready for a 
male or female prime minister. Gen-

der does not have an impact.”
Further stressing her point she 

broadened the discussion to the wider 
Caribbean, “in terms of women’s par-
ticipation in politics, Grenada has 
led the way with 33 percent women 
in parliament and Guyana and Trini-
dad and Tobago at 31 percent. On the 
opposite side of the spectrum, cur-

rently Belize only counts with 9.4 per 
cent women in parliament, and St. 
Kitts, Antigua and Barbuda and St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, between 
11 and 13 percent”.

Given Barbados’ politically sen-
sitive climate at this time, Jones 
interpreted Legault’s statement as an 
endorsement for opposition leader, 
Mottley.

“Pack your Georgie bundles and 
go,” Jones said Sunday without call-
ing the diplomat by name, but added 
a suggestion of external interference 
in the island’s affairs, “there is a 
wicked and deliberate attempt by one 
or two forces in Barbados who have 
the honor representing their country 
on sovereign soil in Barbados.”

 “To think that you can come into 
my country and because you want to 
cuddle and cunoodle … you say to the 
people of Barbados to vote for that 
person. How dare you? You should be 
asked to leave, or your government 
should tell you to come home because 
‘you have interfered in the domestic 
political affairs of Barbados,” Jones 
said.

The Barbados government min-
ster warned a group of supporters to 
whom he was speaking at the time, 
“let me tell wunna [you] something . 
. .  you can allow these things that are 
happening now to continue to happen 
with our eyes open, but we will wake 
up tomorrow morning and find that 
our country is not our own.”

Diplomatic spat in Barbados

Barbados Minister of Education Ronald Jones. Photo by George Alleyne

Council Member Jumaane Wil-
liams, center, and immigrant rights 
activist Ravi Ragbir, right, speak 
with reporters after court appear-
ance.. Kevin Fagan

Canadian High Commissioner, Marie Legault.
 Photo by George Alleyne
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Antigua
Austria has expressed an interest 

in cooperating with Antigua and Bar-
buda to forge closer relations in areas of 
tourism and diplomatic relations.

This was conveyed to Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne during a visit to Anti-
gua by Marianne Feldman, Austrian 
ambassador to the Eastern Caribbean.

Browne, in his response reaffirmed 
Antigua and Barbuda’s full commit-
ment to cooperating 
with the Austrian gov-
ernment.

He made a request 
to the Austrian ambas-
sador to consider open-
ing an embassy in Antigua.

Bahamas
The Central Bank of the Baha-

mas (CBOB) reported that the tour-
ism industry expanded during the first 
month of 2018, following a 2.1 percent 
decline in 2017.

According to the CBOB Monthly 
Economic and Financial Development 
report, data from Nassau Airport Devel-
opment Company (NAD) showed pas-
senger traffic increased by eight per-
cent in January, in comparison to a 0.1 
percent increase in the same period 
last year.

Data in the MEFD from the Ministry 
of Tourism showed that the 2017 num-
bers took a hit due to a reduction in 
room capacity on Grand Bahama- the 
country’s second largest market.

According to the data visitors to 
the Grand Bahama decreased by 26.6 
percent, following a 13.2 percent falloff 
in the previous year, as the decline in 
air and sea arrivals were extended to 
43.8 percent and 23.5 
percent, from 21.3 per 
cent and 11.6 percent, 
respectively.

According to the 
MEFD, in 2017, total 
visitor, arrivals to The Bahamas fell by 
2.1 percent. They also fell by 2.5 per-
cent in the previous year.

It also states that visitors to the 
capital “slowed significantly” to 1.2 
percent from 9.8 percent in the prior 
year, given that the country’s airlift in 
2017 declined by 3.6 percent, versus a 
0.8 expansion in 2016.

Barbados
Barbados’ Minister of Tourism and 

International Transport, Richard Sealy, 
has announced a partnership with 
Copa Airlines that will see the island 
receiving a twice-weekly service direct 
from Panama.

The flights coming out of the Tocu-
men International Airport in Pana-
ma City will start on July 17, on an 
Embraer 190, which offers 84 economy 
seats and l0 business class.

Copa Airlines is the flag carrier of 
Panama and one of the leading Latin 
American providers of passengers and 
cargo services to countries in North, 
Central, South Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean.

Sealy said the gov-
ernment has been 
embarking actively on 
diversifying “our source markets and 
the Latin American region of course 
has received attention. This partner-
ship with Copa allows us not only to 
get business from Colombia and Brazil 
but also the rest of Latin America and 

we look forwards to seeing the Latin 
America market grow tremendously.”

Guyana
The Guyana Goldfields Inc. (GGI) 

says it is moving ahead with plans for a 
US$120 million first underground min-
ing project that could come on stream 
by 2022.

GCI chief executive officer, Scott 
Caldwell told reporters that an under-
ground study is being done and the 
report will be published soon.

He said the risk analysis was done 
and now it is just a mat-
ter when the project 
will start and it maybe 
sooner than 2022.

Caldwell, who said 
the company has paid US$26.5 million 
in royalties since it began operations 
in 2015 added “we want to become the 

premier underground gold miner in 
Guyana and South America.”

St. Kitts 
Opposition leader Dr. Denzil Doug-

las is challenging in the High Court a 
decision by the government to remove 
him from Parliament on the grounds 
that he is a citizen of the Common-

wealth of Dominica.
Doulgas has asked the court not only 

to dismiss the charges that have been 
brought by the attorney general but 
also cost for wasting the court’s time.

The St. Kitts-Nevis government is 
seeking a declaration from the high 
court that, since the election to the 
National Assembly on Feb. 16, 2015, 
Douglas was disqualified from being 
elected as a member of the Nation-
al Assembly and was 
accordingly required to 
vacate his seat in the 
National Assembly by 
reason of him becom-
ing a person who, by 
virtue of his own act, is in accordance 
with the law of Dominica, under an 
acknowledgment of allegiance, obedi-
ence or adherence  to a foreign power 
or state, namely Dominica. 

Additionally, the government is also 
seeking a declaration that Douglas has 
vacated his seat in the National Assem-

bly, an injunction restraining him from 
taking his seat in the National Assem-
bly and from performing his functions 

as a member as well as costs.
Prime Minister Dr. Anthony Har-

ris has described the matter as one 
of grave constitutional, political and 
parliamentary significance to the Com-
monwealth.

Douglas has been a legislator since 
1989 and served as prime minister for 
nearly 20 years. 

Suriname
Suriname Finance Minister, Gill-

more Hoefdraad has slammed Moody’s 
Investors Service for the downgrade of 
the country’s creditworthiness.

Hoefdraad criticized the rating agen-
cy for deviating from the procedures 
followed so far when using ratings.

Moody’s has downgraded the long-
term issuer and senior unsecured rat-
ing for the government of Suriname to 
B2 from B1. The outlook was changed 
to “negative’ from “rating under 
review,” which concluded the review 
for downgrade that commenced on 
Nov. 22, 2017, the agency announced 

recently.
Moody’s in its 

assessment said that 
Suriname’s B2 rating 
balances the deterio-
ration in fiscal metrics 
against an improve-
ment in the external accounts and 
favorable investment prospects driven 

Douglas fights parliamentary removal
Former St. Kitts and Nevis Prime Minister Denzil Douglas is challenging in the High Court a decision by the 
government to remove him from Parliament on the grounds that he is a citizen of the Commonwealth of 
Dominica. Associated Press / Richard Drew
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

By Nelson A. King 
The Barbados Tourism Mar-

keting, Inc (BTMI) says the coun-
try’s tourism is once again in 
winner’s row, beating out des-
tinations such as second-place 
Seychelles and third-place Ber-
muda to land the number one 
spot on the 2017 Destination Sat-
isfaction Index (DSI).

BTMI said on Saturday that, 
throughout the year, over 70,000 
travellers were interviewed 
around the world, giving their 
feedback on 20 categories includ-
ing beaches, accommodation, 
cuisine and shopping. 

In the end, BTMI said Barba-
dos had the highest overall World 
score, 8.8/10, of the 144 countries 
included. The destination also 
ranked highest in the Accom-
modation category, and highest 
in the Americas region, ahead of 
Bermuda and the Bahamas.

The awards were presented to 
the Barbados delegation, led by 
Donna Cadogan, permanent sec-
retary in the Ministry of Tour-
ism and International Transport, 
during a ceremony at ITB Berlin, 

the world’s leading travel trade 
show held in Germany’s capital 
city, BTMI said. 

William “Billy” Griffith, BTMI 
chief executive officer, said the 
island plans to leverage the acco-
lade in the destination’s mar-
keting communications over the 
next year. 

“For us, it’s going to be very 
advantageous because, with our 
marketing and our public rela-
tions, we’re going to be saying, 
‘we’re best in the world,’ at least 
for the next 12 months,” he said. 
“And I think it helps us in our 
quest to move forward in terms 
of pressing for success for Barba-
dos tourism.”

BTMI said the DSI, developed 
and executed by two European 
research companies — Norstat 
and dp2research — is a metric 
that measures the overall val-
uation of a holiday destination 
based on the factors travellers 
find most attractive. 

The online survey was admin-
istered in 24 source markets, with 
the 70,000 interviews resulted in 
1.4 million responses direct from 

travellers which informed the 
scores in each category, BTMI 
said.

“The feedback was that peo-
ple, especially when it comes to 
Barbados, were extremely happy 
with the trip provided,” said Marc 
Leimann, managing director of 
Norstat Germany. “Barbados, 
basically, really challenged and 
won against the world in total.”

Stressing the value of visi-
tor feedback, Griffith said that 
“the important thing is that… 
it was the customer’s opinion, 
and that’s really what drives the 
energy in terms of what we do.

“And that’s why we think it’s 
such a validation and an endorse-
ment of what we’re trying to 
achieve,” he added. 

Besides the overall World 
award, BTMI said Barbados also 
topped the Accommodation cat-
egory, scoring 8.8/10 ahead of 
Bermuda, which placed second, 
and the Maldives which placed 
third.

“Over the last year, 2017, we 
would have had about 43 dif-
ferent establishments which 

refurbished, therefore our prod-
uct is being refreshed,” Cadogan 
said. “We are making a concert-
ed effort and working on our 

accommodation, and it is bear-
ing results as you have seen from 
the Accommodation award that 
we have received here today.”

Barbados number 1 in world 
for visitor satisfaction

Tourists enjoy paddling in the sea in Barbados.
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MARINE FLORISTS Flowers For All Occasions

718-338-3600

Beautiful Arrangements
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NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (TLC)
Medallion Taxicab (Hack) License Programs

CLASSES OFFERED INCLUDE:

REGISTER NOW!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

CALL 718. 368. 5189 

24-Hour TLC Driver Education Course for the TLC Driver's License
3-Hour TLC Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle (WAV) Training
TLC Portable Electronic Device (PED) Training for Taxi Drivers
6-Hour Defensive Driving Point & Insurance Reduction Class for Taxi Drivers

Kingsborough Community College Taxi Institute is a TLC approved test-preparation and testing site.
Call 718. 368. 5189 for schedule of classes taught in English, Spanish, Chinese and Russian. 
FREE designated guest parking available on-campus.

Kingsborough Community College | CUNY
Office of Continuing Education, Workforce Development & 
Strategic Community Partnerships
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 | www.kbcc.cuny.edu

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
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SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.
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ANYTIME

24/7
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A
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P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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Guyana, will soon find large quanti-
ties of oil and gas as seismic work 
done by an international consorti-
um had unearthed large quantities of 
hydrocarbons in offshore waters. Gre-
nada is just north of oil and gas-rich 
Trinidad and Tobago.

As the NNP and its supporters pre-
pare to celebrate the third sweep of all 
the parliamentary seats in 19 years, 
colleagues in Antigua are also prepar-
ing to go to the polls in a week, on 
March 21.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne’s 
Antigua Labor Party (ALP) is trying 
to win a second consecutive five-year 
term. Polls show that Browne is likely 
to defeat the United Progressive Party 
(UPP) of former foreign and finance 
minister Harold Lovell. The ALP has 
14 of the 17 seats but general senti-
ments are that Browne is likely to do 
so with a reduced majority.

Voters in Barbados, meanwhile, are 
also waiting on the naming of a date 
for the third constitutionally due gen-
eral election in the bloc to be held by 
mid year.

Prime Minister Freundel Stu-
art recently dissolved the island’s 
30-member parliament and has 90 

days to call a general election. He has 
made it plain that he is in no hurry to 
do so but has also vowed not to breach 
the constitution in any way by not 
naming a date within the stipulated 
period.

Of the three who face the electorate 
this year, Staurt is the only one likely 
to head to opposition benches. His 
Democratic Labor Party (DLP) had 
had a comfortable 20-10 seat major-
ity in elections in 2008 but dropped 
to 16-14 five years later in 2013. 
His administration has been beset 
by tough economic times including 
a massive drop in the island’s cen-
tral bank foreign reserves, which now 
barely has enough money for less 
than five months of imports.

Caribbean 
Elections

Continued from Page 1 

and established longer waiting periods 
to ensure thorough background checks 
(A.2406).

“It’s time the state Senate acts to pass 
these measures and protect New York-
ers, and it’s time Congress took our cue 
and protected all Americans,” she said. 
“Parents shouldn’t have to send their 
children to school worried that they 
won’t be safe. 

“We can’t allow this to become the 
norm,” she added. “We, as lawmakers, 
cannot become numb, and our families 
cannot be left to live in constant fear.” 

On Wednesday, high school students 
across Brooklyn walked out of school to 
protest gun violence.

Williams joined students at Brooklyn 
College Academy and Midwood High 
School in solidarity and support of the 
cause. 

At Brooklyn College Academy, over 
100 students lined the West Quad of 
Brooklyn College Campus and stood in 
silence for 17 minutes, representing the 
17 students killed at Marjorie Stoneman 
Douglas High School. 

Some held signs calling for action 
on gun control in general, and protec-
tions for students in school specifically, 
said Williams, who represents the 45th 
Council District in Brooklyn.  

“Their silent action resonated across 
the campus,” he said. 

At Midwood High School, Williams 
said hundreds of students poured into 
the schoolyard to protest inaction in the 
face of gun violence and to memorialize 
victims. 

“A sea of students knelt as the names 
and biographies of the students killed in 
Parkland were read, with the students 
repeating their stories one by one, in 
one voice,” Williams said. “This power-
ful display highlighted the human cost 
of gun violence. 

“It is truly inspiring to see this gener-
ation rising up in protest, taking action 
on this issue that affects them directly,” 
added Williams, a candidate for New 
York Lt. Governor. “When they speak, 
our leaders must listen.

“All across the country, these stu-
dents are saying with one loud, clear 
voice that enough is enough,” he con-
tinued. “Elected officials have a moral 
responsibility to respond by standing up 
to the NRA (National Rifle Association) 
and others who oppose progress in the 
areas of gun safety, just as these bold 
students have. 

“From the mass shootings that shake 
our nation to the tragic, daily gun 
violence that plagues our streets from 
Florida to Brooklyn, we must all stand 
together to effect change,” Williams 
said. “I thank this new generation of 
leaders for pushing the conversation 
forward and demanding action.”

School Walkout
Continued from Page 1 

Grenada Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Mitchell. http://www.grenadainvitational.com
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

Filing Period open through March 20
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accountability and diversity.

Join Our Team  nyc.gov/joindop

Apply Online: nyc.gov/examsforjobs

Opportunity is calling...

The NYC Department of Probation (DOP) offers a dynamic 

and uniquely rewarding opportunity to become an agent 

of change in communities throughout the five boroughs. 

Probation Officers earn a starting salary of $42,759 

with longevity and other pay increments after 2, 3, 5, 7.5, 

10, 12, 15 and 20 years of service and are required to have 

a Baccalaureate degree. Other benefits include: paid  

vacation/holidays; choice of health insurance plans;  

prescription, dental and eyeglass coverage; defined  

benefit pension, deferred compensation, 401K/IRA plans 

and full pay during Probation Academy training. 
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By Wellington C. Ramos
Since the 2006 Munic-

ipal elections the United 
Democratic Party have 
won and controlled all 
the municipalities in the 
country of Belize except for 
Orange Walk Town which 
has been under the control 
of the People’s United Party 
(PUP) since. The munici-
palities include; Belize City 
a Mayor and ten Coun-
cilors, Belmopan City the 
capital a mayor and six city 
councilors, Punta Gorda 
Town a Mayor and seven 
councilors, Dangriga Town 
a mayor and seven coun-
cilors, San Ignacio / Santa 
Elena Town a mayor and 
seven councilors, Benque 
Viejo Del Carmen a Mayor 
and seven councilors, San 
Pedro Ambergris Caye 
Town a mayor and seven 
councilors, Orange Walk 
Town a mayor and seven 
councilors and Corozal 
Town also with a mayor 
and seven councilors. 
When this is all added it 
comes up to nine mayors 
and 67 councilors.

In the elections that were 
held recently, the People’s 
United Party (PUP) won 
Belize City, Orange Walk 
Town and Corozal Town. 
This gives them three may-
ors and 25 councilors out 
of 67 because a PUP coun-
cilor also won in Dangriga 
Town. Now the UDP have 
six mayors and 42 coun-
cilors which is still the 
majority but losing Belize 
City is a major shock to 
them. Why? Because since 
the UDP came to power 
in Belize City in 2006, 
they have spent millions 
of dollars on infrastructur-
al development in Belize 
City compared to the 
other municipalities. Yet, 

despite all this spending, 
Belize City has the highest 
amount of gangs, crimes 
and murders in the entire 
country of Belize. 

This has caused many 
city residents to leave the 
city to live elsewhere in the 
country and Belizeans who 
live abroad to build their 
homes away from Belize 
City. Tourist have also 
avoided the city and if they 
go there, they have to be 
very cautious of what parts 
of the city they go to avoid 
becoming victims of crime. 
It has gotten so bad in 
Belize City, that every time 
you listen to Belize news, 
two or more people have 
gotten killed for no good 
reason or reasons. Life in 
the city seems to have no 
value no more and many 
city residents are living in 
fear for their lives. Many 
of the accused killers have 
been arrested, brought 
to trial for their crimes, 
acquitted or sent to prison 
but the killing goes on like 
there is no end in sight and 
no regards for a person’s 
life. The government has 
come up with several plans 
to combat these crimes and 
murders but nothing has 
changed in Belize City.

There has been a lot of 
emphasis on upgrading the 
law enforcement strategies 
but it has not worked and 
it is not working. Maybe, 
now is the time for the 
government to look into 

the root causes of crime 
in Belize and implement 
some programs to change 
the minds of the young 
and poor Belizeans. Peo-
ple who do not have the 
basic means to survive as 
human beings, are vulner-
able and become good cus-
tomers to be induced to 
commit crimes and they 
will commit them. When 
the elections come around, 
they will take any amount 
of money to vote for a can-
didate but they do no really 
care about the candidate, 
his party, his politics nor 
his ideas. The worst thing 
any political party or poli-
tician can do, is to pay 
Belizeans to vote for them 
because the situation will 
only get worse and has 
gotten worse. People will 
only vote when they get 
paid a certain amount of 
money and will not vote 
if the right money is not 
given to them. 

The value of the Belizean 
vote has diminished and is 
diminishing over time as 
well. The United Democrat-
ic Party in power now, need 
to pass Campaign Finance 
Laws in Belize as soon as 
possible to save Belize’s 
democracy. The legisla-
tion should set a reason-
able amount of money that 
all candidates should spend 
for Municipal, General and 
all Elections.  Also, make 
it a Criminal Offense for 
any candidate running for 
office, to pay or bribe a 
citizen to vote for him or 
her. An Ethics Commission 
should also be established 
by the Election and Bound-
aries Commission,  with 
a representative from all 
the registered political par-
ties in Belize to be on the 

Dr. Maulana Karenga
In the midst of the wide-

spread euphoria about the 
debatable real and actually 
imagined qualities, achieve-
ments and benefits of the fanta-
sy movie, “The Black Panther,” 
it is good to remember that 
no matter how long we stay in 
the theater and no matter how 
many times we return to cheer, 
clap and dance in the dark, 
sooner or later the lights will 
come on, and we will have to 
exit and confront the off-screen, 
cold-water reality of America. 
We must know in moments of 
clarity and calm consideration, 
that even if we wish it to be 
otherwise, this is only a movie, 
a comic book story on screen 
and we have every right and at 
least some reasons to enjoy it 
as we wish. But talking about 
it as if it is a pathway and push 
forward to liberation, resistance 
and racial pride runs recklessly 
into the face of reality and any 
concept of critical reasoning, 
and pretends for a movie what 
only a movement of hard work 
and long struggle can achieve.

And it is such an unbounded 
and unreflective embrace that 
leads to the “need” and ten-
dency to deny the movie’s flaws, 
overlook its stereotypes and 
explain away its misrepresenta-
tions of continental African and 
African American culture and 
African peoples themselves; its 
discrediting and misrepresent-
ing revolutionary struggle and 
resistance; and its cultivating 
the idea of the oppressor as 
an ally and enabler for African 

people.
Thus, so influenced we can 

overlook racist stereotypes of 
continental Africans in spite of 
their advanced technology: still 
carrying spears, even though 
sonic ones; trapped in “tribal-
ism”; engaging in blood ritual 
battles to determine who will 
rule instead of using elections; 
and requiring the White CIA 
agent to save the Black woman 
and Black people from the Black 
man, asking the CIA agent to 
pilot their attack ship as if no 
Black person is technological-
ly capable, assuring the agent 
“We’re counting on you.” And 
this in spite of the CIA’s brutal 
and bloody history and current 
activities in Africa and around 
the world. We can also explain 
away the reductive translation 
of relations of continental Afri-
cans and African Americans, 
using a dehumanized would-be 
liberation fighter that ends up 
being little more than a gang-
ster from the ghetto, indicted 
from the beginning by his name 
“Kill-monger,” one who pro-
motes and deals and participates 
in killing. And we explain away 
why a technologically superior 
country hides itself from Whites 
who obviously know it exists 
and whom it can easily protect 
itself from or defeat, does not 
defend the continent and its 
people, and spends its hours on 
screen fighting within itself.

The film’s appeal is under-
standable, not simply because 
of its favorably and mistak-
enly interpreted content, but 

Marooned in 
America

OP-EDS

Wakeup call for the 
United Democratic Party

The value of the 
Belizean vote has 
diminished and is 
diminishing over 

time as well. 
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OVER 4 MILLION WEEKLY WINNERS

On International Women’s 
Day, March 8, just one day after 
a nor’easter dumped a snow-
rain-mix of slushy combination 
on the tri-state area, a ray of 
sunshine peeked from Broad-
way announcing the arrival of 
“Summer, the Donna Sum-
mer Musical” in a tribute to the 
avowed queen of disco.

It’s fitting that today with the 
last days of winter “we’ll give you 
a little Summer” the host said.

A chuckle from critics, pro-
ducers, actors, music specialists 
and fans of the singer resonated 
with expectations of a preview 
showcase that morning that 
warmed the entire soundstage.

Slated for previews beginning 
March 28 at the Lunt-Fontanne 
Theatre, the official opening date 
is spring 2018, April 23. Direct-
ed by Tony Award winner Des 
McAnuff (Jersey Boys, Tommy) 
the preview performance invited 
prestigious and creative inves-
tors in the auto-biographical life 
story of the phenomenal woman 
who indelibly imprinted her 
stamp on the music industry 
during the 1970s.

I was privileged to be seated 
next to Bruce Sudano, Sum-
mer’s husband of 32 years.

In front of me was Ron Mel-
rose, the musical director; 
behind me were lighting and 
costume specialists, choreogra-
pher and two seats away, Tommy 
Mottola, the co-producer, former 
SONY Music chairman, former 
husband of Mariah Carey and an 
individual associated with many 
creative music entities. 

“She was an 18- time Gram-
my nominee winning five times 
and the first female to win a 
Grammy in the rock category.”

As much as I had seen the 
diva in concerts at Roseland 
Ballroom, Jones Beach, the 
Apollo Theater and Madison 
Square Garden that last men-
tion almost floored me. I was not 
surprised. Summer was electric. 
She mastered rhythm ‘n blues, 
gospel, reggae and every genre 
she attempted.

I clearly recall hearing her 
music for the first time on radio. 
It was 1975 and Frankie Crocker 
introduced her as German – 

actually she was born in Boston 
but moved to Munich, Germany 
to advance her music career and 
in the process became a success 
there.

No one on radio was hotter 
than Crocker. He was a per-
sonality that decided hits just 
by spinning a disc.

On an afternoon when he 
introduced new music — he 
played longer than any song 
I had ever heard on radio — a 
track with only six words driv-
ing the tune, I was transfixed 
listening to the repeated. “I 
Love To Love You, Baby.” 

It was new, infectious and 
very different from anything 
repeated on the WBLS-FM 
playlist.

Crocker probably played the 
17-minute version and still I 
wanted more. So did his audi-
ence of Black, contemporary 
radio listeners.

Later on clubs delivered 
longer sets playing back-to-

back seven inch vinyl ver-
sions.

Still clubbers wanted more.
It seemed like ages after 

that I actually got a glimpse of 
this revolutionary individual. 
She was young, beautiful and 
glamorous.

And collaborations with Ger-
many-based Giorgio Moroder 
she became an instant hit all 
over America particularly in 
clubs decorated by mirrored 
balls that spun from overhead 
as dancers sweated to each and 

‘Spring Affair’ previews ‘Summer’ on Broadway

Disco icon singer Donna Summer performs at the Bank of 
America Pavilion in Boston, as part of her tour to promote 
her CD Crayons.   Associated Press / Robert E. Klein, File

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on Page 35
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers

By Nelson A. King
The Electoral Experts Mis-

sion of the Organization of 
American States (OAS) to the 
general elections in Grenada 
on Wednesday published its 
preliminary report, in which 
it commends the people of 
Grenada on their continued 
commitment to democracy, as 
demonstrated in their “peace-
ful and enthusiastic participa-
tion” in Tuesday’s elections.

Led by OAS Assistant Sec-
retary General Nestor Men-
dez, the Mission comprised 
six experts from five OAS 
member-states who visited 
150 polling stations in the 14 
constituencies on mainland 
Grenada on election day. 

The Mission also observed 
the Special Police Vote on Fri-
day, March 9, the OAS said. 

In its preliminary report, 
the Mission congratulates the 
government on its new term 
in office and notes that this is 
the second consecutive elec-
tion, and the third overall, 
that the opposition has not 
won a seat in the House. 

The Mission explains that 
the November 2016 Refer-
endum on Constitutional 

Reform included a proposal 
intended to address precisely 
these circumstances, by guar-
anteeing the appointment of a 
Leader of the Opposition, but 
the proposal was supported 
by only 29 percent of the per-
sons who participated in the 
Referendum, according to the 
OAS. 

It said the Mission high-
lights in its report the need 
to strengthen certain aspects 
of the registration process 
and suggests that authorities 
consider the introduction of 
political party and campaign 
finance regulations “in order 
to promote transparency and 
accountability in electoral 
processes in Grenada.” 

The OAS said the Mission 
was “pleased to note that, 
due to the number of female 
candidates nominated by the 
winning party, preliminary 
results suggest that women 
will now comprise almost 50 
percent of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

“However, in order to 
achieve true parity in wom-
en’s political participation in 
Grenada, it recommends that 
authorities and other stake-

holders consider introducing 
temporary legal measures, 
such as a gender quota,” the 
OAS said.

Following a thorough anal-
ysis, it said a detailed report 
on the Mission’s observations 
and recommendations will be 

presented to the OAS Perma-
nent Council in Washington, 
D.C. It will also be shared with 
stakeholders in Grenada.

Electoral observers: Grenada elections peaceful

Nestor Mendez, OAS assistant secretary general. OAS / Maria Patricia Leiva
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Gregg Bishop
Commissioner

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

From Jamaica, Queens to 
Flatbush in Brooklyn to 125th in 
Harlem to Herald Square in Man-
hattan to Yonkers , New York is a 
study in diversity.

The store staffs and buyers of 
Portabella reflect this diversity 
and the needs of many New York-
ers. The Portabella team repre-
sents over 30 countries. Many 
people working together to give 
New Yorkers a unique shopping 
experience.

Portabella presents fashion 
under 3 concepts. Portabella, 
Fino and Quails. The newest lo-
cations will be in Bensonhurst, 
Brooklyn and on 34th Street in 
Manhattan. Over 40 locations in 
the New York metropolitan area. 
Each to serve customers and their 
individual tastes.

The common thread among 
all these locations is the desire 
for new fashion, great value and 
service that customers can not 
find in the giant chains and de-
partment stores.

This spring features color 
and fit. Suits, blazers, and great 
shirts and accessories are fea-
tured. Customizing alterations 
are available in every store. Por-

tabella is known for its buy one 
get 2 free suit promotion. This 
offers the customer the oppor-
tunity to purchase the newest 
fashion vested suits for under 
$100 each.

Portabella specializes in 
dress up.

The shoe department is one 
of the biggest and most diverse in 
the city. Hundreds of styles from 
dress shoes in the newest tan 
colors to tuxedo shoes to driving 
shoes to contemporary and urban 
sneakers.

No need is left out. Great value 

in the shoe department starting 
at 29.99.

Casual wear also has its place 
in all Portabella locations. The 
newest printed t shirts and polos, 
jeans, dress khakis, and thousands 
of casual shirts offer a special selec-
tion from a dressy point of view.

Spring is about special events. 
Weddings, proms, quincineras, 
graduations, and family re-
unions. Portabella has a wedding 
and prom collection that can not 
be found elsewhere. With friendly 
customer service to put the entire 
package together.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella - Tailored for every community

Time: Mondays at 7:00pm
Location: Please call for Address 

near Bedford Avenue 
and Fulton Street Brooklyn 

– VS –

IN-DEBT STATUS CORRECTION COURSE (ISCC)

LEARN HOW TO:
Represent yourself in any court

Apply UCC Codes
Open a Foreign 98 Trust with Tax Exempt Status for life

Get Foreclosure cases disposed of or thrown out
Eliminate debt and much more

Call today and R.S.V.P. as soon as possible
to reserve your spot Tel. 516-360-3136
or email: DocStrange2018@gmail.com

“Don’t miss out on this life changing opportunity”
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also because of the favorable context in 
which it was produced and positioned. 
It comes at a time, as the audiences and 
onliners explain, when the attacks on 
African people, Black people, on the con-
tinent and in the diaspora, have taken 
a wild and openly racist turn. And the 
film becomes an alternative narrative 
for many to the rampant racist reductive 
translation and claims of who we are.

Moreover, many said it took them 
away from the more serious side of Black 
life, gave them a chance to relax and 
enjoy themselves watching a predomi-
nantly Black cast portray Black people 
highly advanced, in control of their lives 
and triumphant. And it was positioned in 
February, Black History Month, in which 
we traditionally celebrate and sing our-
selves, reference and revisit our roots, 
identify and raise up heroes and hero-
ines, extract lessons and models, and 
wonder out loud or silently “how we got 
over”, knowing deep down the struggle 
must and does continue.

But let’s face it, it was the market-
ing that created much of the marvel 
of the film. What film with Blacks as 
the subject has been so massively and 
skillfully advertised? Was “Selma” or 
“Malcolm X” or any other Black subject 

film made a must-see all over the world, 
with funds being collected and offered to 
send thousands of Black children to see 
it? And when have we seen almost every 
major media source doing approving and 
praising articles and commentaries on a 
Black subject coming attraction?

Surely, after all the before-now talk 
about the predatory and profit-seeking 
character and conduct of a racist and 
capitalist society, we can’t possibly not 
know that this marvel of marketing of 
make-believe and this apparent estab-
lished order consensus of approval and 
praise of the film means that it is clear-
ly profitable for them and problematic 
for us. Clearly, capitalism is in it for 
the money, but also for the message, a 
message which maintains dominance, 
cultivates loyalty to the system in spite 
of its White supremacist and capitalist 
character, and lowers the oppressed’s 
conception of what they deserve, what 
they think possible and what they should 
accept.

Indeed, it is a central Kawaida conten-
tion that one of the greatest powers of 
any society, class or race is the capacity 
to define reality and make others accept 
it even when it’s to their disadvantage. It 
is the Hon. Marcus Garvey who teaches 
us that the propaganda of the oppressor 
is one of the key “organized methods 
used to control the world”, that “propa-
ganda has done more to defeat the good 
intentions of races and nations than 
even open warfare”. It is, he says, a regu-
larly used organized method employed 
“to convert others against their will”, 
against their best views and values.

Message of 
dominance

Continued from Page 10 

board. This commission will have the 
power to monitor the enforcement 
of our election laws and practices. If 
the laws are being violated by anyone, 
charges must be brought against the 
candidate or candidates and if they 
won the election it should be voided 
and another election must be held 
after the court proceedings.

I left Belize in 1978 but have stayed 
in tune with Belize politics since my 
departure. I have spoken to many 
Belizeans who live here in the United 
States and in Belize about the state 
of politics in our country. If money 
has now come to be the main reason 
why a candidate can win a seat for 
office in Belize, then we will not get 
the best people to represent us and 
become our leaders. We will only cor-
rupt our political system further. 

There are many qualities that a 
person needs to become a leader and 
money is only one of them. With 
this type of system in place,  these 
are the results that we will get in 
Belize politics; rich people ruling the 
country and securing their personal 
and family interest, rich people rul-
ing the poor people and paying them 
for their votes, rich people leading 
the intelligent poor people and using 
them as puppets to serve their inter-
est, unintelligent rich people becom-
ing our representatives. 

Campaign finance laws could be 
a controversial issue like it is here 
in the United States. However, in a 
small country like Belize it should 
work. Because it is needed so that 
the political parties do not have to 
go and look for rich people to finance 
their campaigns and then become 
obligated to them. The Michael Ash-
croft experience with our then Prime 
Minister Said Musa and the People’s 
United Party (PUP), seems to have 
not taught us a lesson yet. If it did 
not teach us anything then, it will 
not teach us anything again. We are 
still haunted by that relationship and 
it is costing our people and nation 
millions of dollars.

If we love our people and country the 
way we say we do, then let us get up and 
do something to show our people and 
country how much we really do love 
them. Remember, that if we do not act 
our country and future will end up in 
the hands of the wealthy over our poor 
vulnerable Belizean citizens. Some of 
these things are taking place in our 
country now as we speak and it is time 
for it to end. Our country of Belize can-
not continue to endure this pain and 
suffering no more. All Belizeans who 
care and love our people and country, 
should join me so that together we can  
call on our government representatives 
to act now before it is too late to save our 
beloved country Belize.

Campaign finance law needed
Continued from Page 10 

Surgical and minimally invasive treatments without incision

Cutting edge treatments for localized and advanced prostate cancer

Surgical and non-surgical options for improved erectile function

Experts in minimally invasive and laser treatment of BPH

treatment of BPH

Enlarged Prostate/BPH
Frequent urination?
Rushing to urinate?

Wetting? Incontinence?
Urinating at night?

Prostate Cancer

Erectile Dysfunction

High PSA blood test? Family history of prostate cancer?

Difficult or poor erection? Pills not working?

Kidney Stones
Blood in urine? Pain?

Carlton Barnswell, MD; William Ulmer, MD

Phone: 516-328-8775
Address: 438 Elmont Road, Elmont, NY 11003

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCES
Open evenings and weekends

Languages spoken: English,
Spanish, French Creole
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AMERICA’S #1 FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED APPLIANCE, TV, ELECTRONICS & MATTRESS RETAILER! 

TOTAL RENOVATION SALE
ALL MERCHANDISE MUST GO!
RALPH AVE SUPERSTORE

2259 Ralph Ave Brooklyn, NY • 718-968-9631

WE’D RATHER SELL IT
 ...THAN MOVE IT!

SAVINGS
IN EVERY 

DEPARTMENT

• TELEVISIONS 
• ELECTRONICS
• APPLIANCES 
• MATTRESSES

All new state-of-the-art interactive fixtures & displays being installed 
CLOSING TEMPORARILY WHILE WE COMPLETE THE UPGRADE!
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Every Product 
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by the mining sector. The agency said 
Suriname faces challenges in the form 
of institutional constraints, which may 
limit the government’s ability to carry 
out a comprehensive reform agenda.

Trinidad
Controversy is brewing over Trinidad 

and Tobago President Anthony Carmo-
na granting the country’s Chief Justice 
Ivor Archie six-month sabbatical from 
performing his designated duties.

Archie will instead be focusing on 
the publication of a research paper 
titled, “How have labor laws in the Car-
ibbean developed differently from other 
jurisdiction given out unique legisla-
tion and constitutional framework.” 

The chief justice is going to the 
Federal Judicial Center (FJC) in Wash-
ington DC, where he will take up the 
fellowship.

He told the president that the FJC 

has approved his application to be its 
Visiting Foreign Judicial Fellow for a 
period of six months in 2018 from 
March to August 2018.

In his application for leave the Chief 
Justice told President Carmona, “I wish 
to step back a bit from the onerous 
demands of my position 
and to rest, reflect and 
undertake a program 
of study that will have 
important implications 
for the jurisprudence of 
Trinidad and Tobago, as well as other 
Caribbean states.”

Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley has 
written to President Carmona seeking 
clarification on the legal authority for 
the granting of sabbatical leave to Chief 
Justice Archie.

Archie’s leave comes at a time when 
his conduct in office is being ques-
tioned by the Law Association.

- Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 
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EBT

K
D

Whole Peeled
Tomatoes

Bartlett Pears

Dutch Gouda Cheese

Jumbo Artichokes

Pecorino Romano Almond Milk

Southern Yams

Kiwi Fruit

3/14 7AM -3/19 7PM
SALE STARTS 15 1614 17 18 19

Cactus Pears

Seedless Grapes

Soft Drinks

9999¢¢

8989¢¢$$299299
Greek Yogurt

$$999999

KOSHER

Lemons

88forfor

$$199199

Navel Oranges

Sweet Mini Peppers

SPECIAL!

GREAT DEAL!

44 forfor

$$1155forfor

$$199199
Scallions

$$499499
lb.lb.

44forfor

$$22

¢¢9999
¢¢9999

¢¢4949

$$499499
lb.lb.

77forfor

$$199199 8989¢¢
lb.lb.

$$139139
lb.lb.

By Alexandra Simon
A new report con-

ducted by the Pan Ameri-
can Health Organiza-
tion (PAHO), researchers 
found that the Carib-
bean, along with Latin 
America has the sec-
ond highest adolescent 
pregnancy rates in the 
world. In the report titled 
“Accelerating Progress 
Toward the Reduction of 
Adolescent Pregnancy in 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean,” it details that 
within the Caribbean — 
the Dominican Republic 
and Guyana are the two 
countries in the region 
with the highest num-
bers. But the cause of 
pregnancy in young girls 
and teens is a very com-
plex issue, often happen-
ing to those who suffer 
from a lack of access to 
multiple resources, said a 
regional director. 

“It’s a combination of 
factors, but if I have to 
pick one it’s marginaliza-

tion — it is the leading 
reason because consist-
ently we find that even 
in all the countries that 
have low rates, it is those 
from poorer income 
groups, the lower edu-
cated, and girls in rural 
areas that have the big-
gest burdens,” said Dr. 
Sonja Caffe.

Within these high 
numbers, there are 
minority groups in these 
countries more suscep-
tible to pregnancy due 
to isolation from larger 
society. 

“In the countries with 
racial and ethnic issues, 
the minority groups there 
— often the indigenous 
groups for instance, deal 
with a lot of discrimina-
tion and have high teen 
pregnancy rates,” added 
Caffe. “The indigenous in 
Guyana have very high 
rates.”

Detailed in the report 
are the causes and effects 
of this marginalization, 

and the organization 
hopes to institute effec-
tive change amongst the 
mindsets of legislators 
to govern policies that 
can begin to rectify this 
widespread rise. Togeth-
er with other humani-
tarian groups like Unit-
ed Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) and 
United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNPFA), Caffe 
says PAHO is working to 
increase changes in the 
laws.

“We have decided to 
use this report as a start-
ing point to increase 
awareness, and we are 
working hand in hand 
with UNICEF, UNFPA, 
to generate more activ-
ism and compare it with 
macro-development in 
region, we don’t want 
this to be one campaign 
but a consistent one,” 
said Caffe.

A glaring find in the 
report is the birthrate for 
girls between the ages 

of 10-14 years old. Car-
ibbean girls within that 
age range are gradually 
having the highest preg-
nancy rates, and often 
when girls younger than 
16 years old become 
pregnant, the most com-
mon reason is rape or 
coerced sex, said Caffe. 

“We are the only 
region where we’re see-
ing an increasing trend of 
pregnancy in 10-14 year 
olds, and we know that 
the vast majority of these 
pregnancies come from 
sexual violence, because 
the age of consent in 
most of these countries 
is 16,” she said.

In most cases, the 
young girls know their 
attacker — who is usually 
a relative, family friend, 
or a neighbor. The report 
also summarizes how 
laws further marginalize 
these teens by prevent-
ing termination of these 
pregnancies or providing 
them with adequate care, 

according to Caffe. In 
addition to being a victim 
of sexual assault, because 
the body’s of adolescent 
girls is still undergoing 

development, the teens 
face an even greater risk 
of maternal mortality 
— which is higher the 
younger the mother.

Caribbean, Latin America have 
second highest teen pregnancy rates

The report by the Pan Health Organization 
(PAHO) titled “Accelerating progress toward 
the reduction of adolescent pregnancy in Latin 
America and the Caribbean,” details the rise of 
adolescent pregnancies in the Caribbean and 
Latin America.
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Screenings for the uninsured funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Paid for by The Brooklyn Hospital Center

Colon cancer is the #2 cause of cancer deaths among 
New Yorkers, but it doesn’t have to be. 

All men and women 50 years and older (45 years for African- 
Americans) should be tested for colon cancer.

Not insured? You may still be able to get screened. The Cancer 
Services Program of Brooklyn offers free colon cancer screening 
for eligible, uninsured men and women. Call 718-250-8708 for 
more information.
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M A K E 
T H E  C I T Y
Y O U R 
C L A S S R O O M

O P E N  H O U S E 
S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  2 4 ,  2 018 

( 212 )  2 2 0 -12 6 5
Start Here. Go Anywhere. www.bmcc.cuny.edu/cng

B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Injured in an Accident?
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DISCOVER  
Brooklyn Free Speech TV 
BRICartsmedia.org/BFreeBK

Five Channels + 
Your Content =  
UNLIMITED  
POSSIBILITIES.

#NotYourBasicCable  
@BFreeBK

PHOTPH O: LIAM BILLINGHAM

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com

By Alexandra Simon
The Barbados Con-

sulate celebrated five 
of their own at a Black 
History Month event at 
the Barbadian Consulate 
General in New York in 
Manhattan on Feb. 27. 
“Barbadians Salute Black 
History Month,” was an 
event to honor individ-
uals representing the 
young talent the island 
nation has produced, 
compared to the more 
established usually rec-
ognized, said the consu-
late’s community affairs 
representative.

“Normally for black 
history, we’ve always 
honored people who are 
no longer living or people 
who are older — but this year I really 
wanted to showcase the young peo-
ple,” said Linda Watson-Lorde. 

The honorees were Taisha Car-
rington, the designer of the country’s 
50th independence anniversary mon-
ument, Kerwin DeVonish, a cinema-
tographer known for his work with 
director Spike Lee, Shernell Clarke, 
the founder of Phuzun Fit, reggae art-
ist Roderick Hurley, better known as 

Hotta Flames, and writer 
and poet, Dr. Nakita Hay-
nes.

Watson-Lorde said 
that she wanted the 
event to salute Barbadi-
ans in various industries, 
who were paving paths 
for their fellow country-
men and women in the 
Diaspora.

“We wanted to high-
light people across the 
board — those who are 
up-and-coming and the 
people who are midway 
in their careers,” added 
Watson-Lorde. “My idea 
was to showcase the tal-
ent Barbados is bring-
ing to the United States, 
and to show that for one 
negative, there are three 

or four more positives.” 
Watson-Lorde said she was also 

proud that other consul generals — 
some from the Caribbean and many 
from non-Caribbean countries — 
came out to also support this cel-
ebration. She aims to ensure that the 
consulate is consistently recognizing 
their community yearly during Black 
History Month, and possibly grow big-
ger to become a Pan-Caribbean event.

Barbados consulate 
honors Diasporans

Dr. Nakita Haynes performs a spoken-word poem at the event.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Master of Ceremo-
ny John Blackman, 
speaks at the “Black 
History Month Salute” 
at the Barbados Con-
sulate in Manhattan. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Barbadian-American, Taisha Carrington is honored at the Barbados Con-
sulate for a Black History Month celebration at the Barbados Consulate on 
Feb. 27.
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
There’s a new Caribbean 

rum in town. 
The Haitian-made alcoholic 

beverage Boukman Rhum is 
a liquor with a mission. As 
one of the newest rums out of 
Haiti, its manufacturer is try-
ing to bring the island nation 
to the forefront of the global 
rum market and sustain busi-
ness for several industries in 
Haiti. Its founders — Josette 
Buffaret Thomas, a native of 
Haiti, and Adrian Keogh who 
is from Ireland, started it all 
in 2016. And one of their goals 
with the rum is to re-intro-
duce a new spirit to rum afi-
cionados everywhere, said the 
company’s account manager.

“Our mission is to showcase 
Haiti as the lost world of rum,” 
said Garcelle Menos. “There’s 
a beauty in the drinking cul-
ture there that has been left 
untouched and undiscovered 
for years.”

Boukman Rhum is made 
in the same traditional Hai-
tian way of making moon-
shine, called “kleren tronpe” 
in Haiti. It is macerated in 
botanical barks for weeks on 
end, honoring the age-old tra-
ditions, while adapting to new-
age style of fusing in spirit-
making, according to Menos. 

“If kleren tronpe had a 
more sophisticated and ele-
gant cousin, Boukman Rhum 
would be it,” she said. 

One of the major differ-
ences between Boukman and 
the more popularly known 

rum produced in Haiti, Bar-
bancourt is the ageing proc-
ess. The latter has been the 
premier rum choice in Haiti 
for years and soaked in Euro-
pean oaks, said Menos. But 
Boukman Rhum’s creation is 
a different process where it is 
mostly infused with botanical 
leaves.

The creation of it starts 
in either one of the two dis-
tilleries in partnership with 
the company — one each in 
northern and southern Haiti. 
In both, dozens of workers 
produce the spirit made from 
sugar cane. Once it leaves 
the distillery it heads to the 
main factory in Port-au-Prince 

wheres botanical maceration 
starts.

Menos describes the rum’s 
smell as having a dry fin-
ish with hints of cinnamon, 
lemongrass, and caramel. And 
its taste is not far off. 

“It’s smooth and its finish 
is more complex than dry, but 
there are hints of citrus that 

linger and there are green and 
floral notes,” she said.

It can be drunk alone, but 
there are several cocktails the 
creators list that can be made 
using the rum. 

Named after the exiled Hai-
tian-Jamaican revolutionary 
Dutty Boukman, who led one 
of the first uprisings of the 
Haitian Revolution, the rum 
is lifting up the country’s in a 
similar fashion.

“The rum is still new but we 
want people to think of Bouk-
man Rhum, the same way 
they think of Mexico, Brazil, 
Peru when they think of rum,” 
said Menos. “We don’t get the 
chance to see what Haiti can 
be with spirits and we are chal-
lenging that.”

She said the rum empha-
sizes the home-grown mission 
to revitalize Haitian industries 
and invest in what is already 
there. 

“The reason why we empha-
size the mission is because it’s 
important for people to under-
stand that Haiti doesn’t need a 
handout and we need people to 
live with dignity and income,” 
said Menos. “We emphasize our 
partners because we don’t want 
to be the brand that just bottles 
Haitian rum — we are creating 
jobs and making sure they’re not 
living on two or three dollars a 
day, and are able to live sustain-
able lives and be secure.”

Boukman Rhum is carried in 
several liquor stores in New York 
City, mostly in Brooklyn, Bronx, 
and Manhattan. 

Introducing a new Caribbean rum: Boukman Rhum

Founders of Boukman Rhum, Josette Buffaret Thomas, left, and Adrian Keogh. 
 Ralph Thomassaint Joseph



Caribbean Life, Mar. 16–Mar. 22, 2018 23  BQ

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com 

QUESTIONS? WE HAVE ANSWERS. TEXT CONCIERGE 718.690.3222 

EASTER� BUNNY 
PHOTOS

MARCH���-���
LEVEL 3, CENTER COURT

Monday - Thursday, 11am - 8pm
Friday - Saturday, 11am - 9pm

Sunday, 11am - 8pm
Reservations available.

Visit CelebrateYourHoliday.US/QueensCenter

By Alexandra Simon
At the city’s premier agency to 

promote and sustain businesses 
owned by minorities and women, 
Minority and Women-owned 
Business Enterprise (MWBE), 
two Caribbean-American women 
are working behind the scenes 
to ensure that those goals are 
met. Formed in 2015, the mayor’s 
MWBE program was established 
to ensure that these businesses 
received the support they needed 
without going under the radar. 
One of the mayor’s goals is to 
award $16 billion to these start-
ups by 10 years, certify 9,000 busi-
nesses by next year, and award 30 
percent of them with contracts 
by 2021. And putting that work 
together to meet the mammoth 
task takes effort, said the agency’s 
director of programs.

“My current role is centered 
on achieving the goals set by 
the mayor, in which I collaborate 
with a strong team to identify 
strategy guides and implement 
accountability and make sure 42 
agencies are facilitating access 
to MWBE’s,” said Suzette Bather-
Taylor.

Her day-to-day job includes 
many partnerships with other 
organizations to ensure that 
finances for the program are 

attained. Last month a huge goal 
was secured from Amalgamated 
Bank, Bank of America, and TD 
Bank. 

“A recent collaboration we had 
resulted in $40 million to supple-
ment funding for existing busi-
nesses,” said Bather-Taylor. “At 
this moment we are working with 
these three banks in making sure 
these funds are possible.”

Coming from a background 
in real estate and finance, and 
a family with a strong entrepre-
neurial background — she said 
that helped her form a strong 
understanding of the business 
industry. Being a force in helping 
other people of color and women 
reach goals is second nature for 
her.

“I was exposed at a young age 
and this allowed me to engage 
with businesses and I live vicari-
ously through them,” she said. 
“It feels refreshing to relive the 
experience from seeing my family 
being successful in Jamaica. Now 
being in this environment and as 
a Caribbean woman, I feel alive 
to be in this state and have the 
appreciation and opportunity to 
speak on their behalf.”

Doing the publicity work for 
the agency is another Caribbean-
American woman, who oversees 

the promotion of the program. 
Saba Debesu, who is of Barbadian 
and Ethiopian descent, handles 
all media relations for the com-
pany and her job involves a lot of 
outreach on the local level.

“My job is divided into differ-
ent categories, legislative affairs, 
thinking about policies, and 
advice for laws and rules in ways 
that improve access and opportu-

nity for MWBE’s and doing a lot 
of engaging citywide and with the 
press,” she said.

Having previously worked in 
community-organizing, doing 
field work and fund-raising for 
city council races, her daily tasks 
include contacting legislators, 
community leaders, and inform-
ing them of the program’s mis-

sion and strengthening that rela-
tionship, she said. 

“For us, it’s important that 
we do outreach in the commu-
nity and improve what we are 
doing and what we aren’t,” said 
Debesu.

She also says that being able 
to assist other people of color and 
women in the business industry 
is something of immense pride.

“It’s an honor to be in this 
position and have the opportu-
nity to do what I do because this 
is bigger than me,” she added.

Both Bather-Taylor and Debesu 
are also proud of the most recent 
bill the agency helped get passed 
and put into law — the Enact-
ment of State Law Expanding 
Economic Opportunity for City’s 
MWBE’s — which will help 
increase the spending limit for 
minority and women-owned 
businesses. 

And the man in charge — 
Jonnel Doris, the director of the 
agency, said teamwork and sup-
port helped get this advantageous 
bill passed.

“This is huge for us and one 
thing it does is raise the threshold 
without a long procurement proc-
ess and that’s what we are looking 
for, and we’re doing fabulous and 
amazing work,” said Doris.

Caribbean-American women helming city’s minority business agency

Saba Debesu, is of Barba-
dian and Ethiopian descent 
and works as the deputy 
director of external affairs, 
at the Minority and Woman-
owned Business Enterprise 
program.

Suzette Bather Taylor is of 
Jamaican descent, and is 
the the deputy director of 
programs at the Minority 
and Women-Owned Busi-
ness Enterprises.
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Are you an individual filer earning less than $25,000? Do you have dependents and earn less than $55,000?

You are eligible for FREE Tax Assistance.

Those eligible must bring all relevant tax & income documents, including:

Tax preparation services are provided by Community Tax Aid, a non-profit organization. Ridgewood Savings Bank makes 

no representation regarding and is not responsible in any way, for the Community Tax Aid tax preparation services. 2017 

Federal & NYS Tax Returns prepared by an IRS Certified VITA Volunteer Preparer.

IMPACCT BROOKLYN

Strengthening communities through housing, economic opportunity, and advocacy.

1000 Dead Street, Suite 420, Brooklyn, NY 11238 | www.impactbrooklyn.org

Health insurance information for yourself and your dependents:

Form 1095-A, 1095-B or 1095-C if available and your insurance cards.

Social Security cards (or ITINs) and photo ID’s for yourself

and anybody you support and a State Issued ID and/or Drivers

license if you have one.

A copy of last year’s tax return (or the last tax return you filed).

All W-2 forms and/or 1099 forms, self employment records

and any other income information including Social Security and

SSI for you and your dependents.

Forms or notices received from the Internal Revenue Service or

the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance.

Bank account number and routing number for direct deposit of 

any refund that may be due.

PRESENTED BY:

Ridgewood Savings Bank invites eligible Brooklyn

residents to attend a FREE Tax Preparation Day

SATURDAY • MARCH, 24th • 10 am - 1 pm

226 Lefferts Place, Brooklyn, NY 11238 • 718-522-2613

Member FDIC

Location: Community Room located on the first floor



26    Caribbean Life, Mar. 16–Mar. 22, 2018 BQ

718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 
payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as 
is. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. 
All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL UBER SPECIAL

2012 VOLKSWAGEN  
JETTA   ...............................Buy For

$10,995
Stk #U5736, 4 cyl, manual, 64,048 mi. 
2012 HONDA    
CIVIC EX  ............................ Buy For

$12,995
Stk #2885, 4 cyl, auto, 43,011 mi.
2013 NISSAN    
MURANO S AWD  ............ Buy For

$13,995
Stk #2813, V6, auto, 50,020 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
ALTIMA   ............................ Buy For

$14,995
Stk #2886, 4 cyl, auto, 26,565 mi.  
2015 HYUNDAI    
SONATA SPORT .............. Buy For

$14,995
Stk #U5704, 4 cyl, auto, 21,018 mi. 

2014 NISSAN    
ROGUE SV AWD  ............. Buy For

$17,999
Stk #2514, 4 cyl, auto, 25,824 mi.
2016 BUICK     
LACROSSE AWD  ...........Buy For

$24,999
Stk #2876, V6, auto, leather, navi, just 5577 mi.
2014 JEEP    
GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND ...........................Buy For

$27,995
Stk #2868, V6, auto, leather, black, 43,286 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS 2015 NISSAN   

ROGUE SL AWD ...........Buy For
$18,995

Stk #2807, 4 cyl, auto, 12,649 mi.

2015 INFINITI  

Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For
$21,995

Stk #U5730, V6, auto, silver, nav, 20,176 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

Q50 AWD .....................Buy For
$24,995

Stk #U5748, V6, auto, silver, navi, 12,773 mi.

2014 INFINITI  

Q70 AWD  .................... Buy For
$25,995

Stk #U5745, V6, auto, nav, black, 33,908 mi.

2014 INFINITI  

QX60 AWD ..................Buy For
$29,995

Stk #U5698, V6, auto, nav, 32,809 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

QX70 AWD ................... Buy For
$31,995

Stk # U5697, V6, auto, white, 25,716 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Stk #2869, 4 cyl, auto, black, 24,199 mi.

$13,995
BUY FOR

PRE-OWNED 

2015 NISSAN
ALTIMA S

PRE-OWNED 
2014 INFINITI                           

QX60 AWD 
                                        

Stk #2877, V6, auto, black, nav, 38,200 mi.

$29,995
BUY FOR

IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

BRAND-NEW 2018 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
BLACK ON BLACK 

CALL FOR PRICING!

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

3/16/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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'15 HONDA ACCORD'17 NISSAN SENTRA
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THE BIG DEAL

Memory Foam  
Queen Mattress

Under $10
a month†

72 months  
Total $699

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the 
nearest whole dollar.

For the first time ever, mattresses starting at

$9 A MONTH†

0% APR for 72 Months*

Minimum purchase of $625 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required.

Hurry in for 
deals on famous 

name brands

MF24_NYC_WRAP_3.16_DAILYNEWS_1
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MF24_NYC_WRAP_3.16_DAILYNEWS_2_3

THE
BIG

DEAL

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

Mattresses 
under $20
a month

Mattresses 
under $10
a month

Mattresses 
under $30
a month

LOWEST
$9 a month mattresses

LONGEST
0% APR for 72 months*

WIDEST
Range of Famous

Name Brands

Queen | Soft Mattress

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Lux Firm Mattress

$23 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1599

Queen | Firm Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899
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Add an adjustable base for just $7 more a month.††

Queen | Cushion Firm Mattress

Queen | Firm Mattress

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Firm Mattress

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

Queen | Plush Mattress

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

Queen | Firm Pillow Top Mattress

$17 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1199

Queen | Gentle Firm Mattress

$16 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1099

Queen | Memory Foam Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899

$27 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1899

Queen | Cushion Firm Mattress

$25 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1799

$23 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1599

Queen | Plush Mattress
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Limited Time Only • Hurry In!

Add an adjustable base for just $7 more a month.††

25 beds under $25 a month

Queen | Firm Mattress

$21 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1499

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Medium Mattress

$14 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $999

Queen | Plush Mattress

$20 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1399

Queen | Firm Mattress

$24 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1699

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $625 on your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Offer valid 3/14/18-3/20/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal 
monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the 
next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase were a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. 
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †All monthly payments 
are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may affect 
the monthly payment. Total to pay amount reflects total for queen mattresses. ††Add an Adjustable Base: Monthly pricing of $7 refers to queen LP50 adjustable base ($499 total to pay) financed with a qualifying 
mattress purchase. Total qualifying purchase for financing equals $625. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. 
Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves 
the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, offers valid 3/14/18-3/20/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

MF24_NYC_WRAP_3.16_DAILYNEWS_4

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

Choose from a wide range of top-quality, name-brand mattresses.

LOWEST
monthly payments 

ever, starting at 
$9 a month.

LONGEST
interest-free 

fi nancing at 0% APR 
for 72 months*.

WIDEST
range of famous 
name brands to 

choose from.

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM-8PM •  SUN 12PM-6PM
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 3/16/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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'15 DODGE DURANGO'16 CLA 250
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By Tangerine Clarke 
New York State Senator, 

Roxanne J. Persaud is set to 
host District 19, 2nd Annual 
Easter Egg-Hunt, on Satur-
day, March 24 from 11 am  
- 1 pm, at Canarsie Park, on 
Seaview Avenue in Brooklyn.

Sen. Persaud said the East-
er Egg Hunt, is a family fun 
community event, expected 
to excite and engage hun-
dreds of families, who will 
be treated to refreshments, 
and lots of prizes during a 
two-hour festival that will be 
highlighted with an Easter 
Bunny, fun-filled activities, 
face painting, and all things 
Easter. 

The politician told Carib-
bean Life that the Senate Dis-
trict 19 Easter Egg Hunt is 
one more way to serve the 
community. “I am happy with 
the response and support 
from the community because 
families in the 19th senato-
rial district deserve opportu-
nities for physical and social 
activities outdoors,” she said, 
adding, “I am proud to be able 
to host this egg hunt in the 
district for a second year.”

The event that is free and 
open to the public, is among 
many others the Senator 
offers to her constituents.

Sen. Roxanne Persaud 
recently hosted an open 
house during the New York 
State Association of Black 
and Puerto Rican Legislators 
47th Annual Legislative Con-
ference on Feb. 17, in Albany, 
New York, under the theme 
“On This Journey, There is 
Still #HOPE.”

The caucus provided an 
opportunity for individu-
als from all perspectives and 
backgrounds to gather, col-
laborate and share ideas.

In addition, the politician 
sponsored educational events, 
workshops and a Youth Sum-
mit during the Caucus. Her 
community engagement 
also includes an annual sen-
iors day from across SD-19 
to access resources, discuss 
their concerns, socialize with 
their peers and celebrate this 
important phase in their 
lives.

“It is not always easy to 
meet the needs of constitu-
ents. However, my interaction 

with seniors, as I visit them 
in the senior centers in the 
district, in their place of wor-
ship and at my office informs 
me of their unique needs and 
concerns. It feels gratifying 
to hear them say that they 
are looking forward to next 

year. I feel a sense of duty to 
ensure that I allocate more 
resources so that our active 
adults continue to enjoy the 
benefits they deserve,” said 
Sen. Persaud.

The district encompass-
es Canarsie, East New York, 

Brownsville, Mill Basin, 
Sheepshead Bay, Bergen 
Beach, Marine Park, Flat-
lands, Mill Island, Georget-
own, Ocean Hill and Starrett 
City. There are approximately 
318,019 constituents residing 
in the district.

Sen. Persaud’s annual Easter Egg Hunt March 24

Sen. Roxanne J. Persaud, center, with some of her constituents at a Seniors’ Day event in 
Brooklyn. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

NEED HELP AT HOME?

GET PERSONAL CARE FROM A PERSON YOU TRUST!

APPLY FOR OUR CDPAP PROGRAM TODAY!
CDPAP allows family members and friends to get paid to take care of 

their loved ones without any certifi cation.

CAREGIVER BENEFITS AND PAY
 $14.60 per hour

 $19.50 per hour (Overtime)
 3 weeks paid vacation
 5 days paid sick leave

 Health Insurance Benefi ts

For more information call 718-690-3495 - ask for Dyhema

every Summer song.
 “Last dance,” 

“Spring Affair,” “Heaven 
Knows,””Hot Stuff,” “Bad 
Girls,” “No More Tears 
(Enough Is Enough) “On 
The Radio,” “Dim All 
The Lights,” “MacArthur 
Park,” “I Feel Love” and 
“She Works hard For The 
Money.”

The latter, a title song 
from the album of the 
same name emerged an 
anthem for the women’s 
movement.  The compila-
tion yielded a reggae -styled 
song called “Uncondition-
al Love” which featured 
vocals by a young, Black 
British group known as 
Musical Youth.

That group became 
known here for their pop 
/ reggae release “Pass The 
Dutchy.”

According to Wikipe-
dia, “Lyrically, the album 
dealt with subjects such 
as social injustice (“Stop, 
Look and Listen”), Jesus 
Christ (“He’s a Rebel”) and 
“People People” a song 
that focused on missing 
children.

Summer toured exten-
sively and by 1989, Sum-
mer and her husband, 
considered doing a new 

kind of reality-based sit-
com. 

Allegedly, “it would be 
based on their own hectic 
household.”

According to Sudano, 
at the time, the household 
comprised the couple and 
their children Amanda, 
Brooklyn and Mimi, two 
sets of in-laws and a maid.

He explained as talks 
continued the “television 
network started changing 
the premise of the show, 
making it less funny.”

“And because we were 
an interracial couple, they 
didn’t want us to be mar-
ried anymore.”

Apparently, their mari-
tal status was “an issue…
so with that mentality we 
just backed out of it.”

Summer appeared in 
numerous movies and 
made guest appearances 
on many television shows.

Summer was a non-
smoker who had been 
diagnosed with lung can-
cer.

Reportedly she believed 
her condition stemmed 
from inhaling toxic fumes 
and dust after the 9/11 ter-
rorist attack here.

When she died, May 
17, 2012, Barbra Stre-
isand, Chaka Khan, Mary 

J. Blige, Gloria Gaynor, 
Aretha Franklin, Quin-
cy Jones, Janet Jackson, 
Liza Minnelli and a gal-
axy of stars lamented her 
untimely passing

“Michelle and I were 
saddened to hear about the 
passing of Donna Sum-
mer,” President Barack 
Obama said, “A five-time 
Grammy Award win-
ner, Donna truly was the 
‘Queen of Disco.’ Her voice 
was unforgettable and the 
music industry has lost a 
legend far too soon.”

Beyonce said: “Donna 
Summer made music 
that moved me both 
emotionally and physi-
cally to get up and dance. 
You could always hear 
the deep passion in her 
voice. She was so much 
more than the queen of 
disco she became known 
for, she was an honest 
and gifted singer with 
flawless vocal talent. 
I’ve always been a huge 
fan and was honored to 
sample one of her songs. 
She touched many gen-
erations and will be sadly 
missed. My love goes out 
to her family during this 
difficult time. Love, B.”

Catch You On The 
Inside!

‘Summer’ on Broadway
Continued from Page 11 

By Alexandra Simon
You can now fly to Vincy 

directly. 
The Caribbean Airlines 

Limited (CAL) and the St. 
Vincent and The Gren-
adines Tourism Authority 
announced that there will 
now be a non-stop direct 
flight service between 
John F. Kennedy airport 
(JFK) and Argyle Interna-
tional Airport (SVD) in St. 
Vincent on March 12. The 
service, which began its 
inaugural flight from JFK 
airport on March 14 is a 
major step for travel to and 
from the Caribbean, said a 
representative for the air-
line.

“At Caribbean Airlines 
we are in the service of 
connecting people, and the 
service between JFK and 
the Argyle International 

Airport in St. Vincent, will 
provide more travel options 
between the Eastern Carib-
bean and North America,” 
said Carl Stuart.

Prior to the announce-
ment of the new service, 
passengers flying to St. 
Vincent had to stop at 
other airports in the Carib-
bean, and switch to anoth-
er flight. 

The weekly service will 
operate every Wednesday 
— one outgoing and one 
incoming flight between 
the two airports.

“With our weekly non-
stop flights every Wednes-
day starting March 14 — 
we say hello Caribbean to 
our North American cus-
tomers and the Diaspora, 
and we are looking forward 
to you experiencing the 
warmth of the islands as 

soon as you step on board,” 
added Stuart.

Stuart said that easy 
access to the island will 
only forge a stronger rela-
tionship between the Car-
ibbean.

“Our mission is to con-
nect the region more closely 
and as we realize this ambi-
tion, our valued customers 
can look forward to a sched-
ule that allows the ease and 
convenient travel to facili-
tate their travel needs,” he 
said. “This is a time and 
moment for celebration for 
all citizens of the St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines 
and the Caribbean region, 
and we look forward to 
boosting trade and tourism, 
and providing opportunity 
for the business communi-
ty which regularly exports 
to the U.S.” 

Caribbean Airlines announces 
direct flights to St. Vincent
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HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

$4495
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$2100

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

presents

Easter Sunday Dinner
CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Garden Salad, Fresh Fruit Plate, Penne Vodka,
Caesar Salad, Stuffed Mushrooms, Lobster Bisque

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Flame Roasted Rack of Lamb With Au Jus and Mint Jelly

Roast Rack Of Pork With Apple Brandy Glaze 

Boneless Shell Steak ($8.00 Extra) Grilled with Herb Butter  

Chicken Francaise Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

Broiled Salmon With Citrus Chive Sauce

Shrimp Scampi White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce
(Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable)

CHOICE OF DESSERT
Cheesecake  Seasonal Fresh Fruit  Apple Strudel  Tiramisu

Ice Cream or Sherbet  Chocolate Mousse  COFFEE or TEA

Both having corned beef, cabbage special and live music

By Azad Ali
A high court judge pre-

siding in the Port of Spain 
Hall of Justice, Trinidad, 
has blocked an attempt 
by the Law Association 
of Trinidad and Tobago 
(LATT) from continuing 
its investigation into alle-
gations of misconduct lev-
eled against Chief Justice 
Ivor Archie.

Justice Nadia Kangaloo 
ruled that the LATT acted 
unlawfully and without 

authority by commencing 
an investigation against 
Chief Justice Archie. 

She said the decision of 
LATT was illegal, unrea-
sonable, irrational and 
contrary to the provisions 
of the Legal Profession Act 
and was null, void and no 
effect.

The LATT council had 
been advised to postpone 
its special general meet-
ing carded for next week, 
in which a report on the 

investigation conducted by 
a sub-committee of coun-
cil and advice on it from 
Dr. Francis Alexis, QC of 
Grenada and Eamon Cour-
tenay, QC, of Belize, were 
expected to be presented 
for consideration.

The judgment is a legal 
victory for CJ Archie, who 
had challenged the probe 
since it was announced last 
December.

In her judgment Justice 
Kangaloo ruled there was 

no law which empowered 
the association to con-
duct a “shadow” investiga-
tion into allegations made 
against a judge.

She agreed with Archie’s 
legal team that Section 137 
of the Constitution was the 
only avenue for doing so.

Under Section 137, the 
President appoints a tri-
bunal after misconduct 
allegations against a CJ 
are referred by the prime 
minister.

By Nelson A. King
The Garifuna Coalition USA, Inc., says 

it is “proud” to celebrate the 10th Anni-
versary of Garifuna-American Heritage 
Month in New York, inviting all New 
Yorkers to join in the March 11 - April 12 
celebration. 

The coalition said that, each year, 
Garifuna Americans in New York observe 
Garifuna-American Heritage Month, 
from March 11 to April 12.

“The day of March 11 is significant 
because it is the anniversary of the for-
cible deportation of the Garifuna people 
by the British from St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines in 1797,” the coalition said.

In addition, it said March 14 is Nation-
al Hero Day in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines in observance of the anniversary 
of the death of Paramount Garifuna Chief 
Joseph Chatoyer on March 14, 1795.

The coalition also said that March 25 
is the anniversary of the tragic fire in the 
Happy Land fire, an arson fire that killed 
87 people trapped in an unlicensed social 
club named “Happy Land Social Club,” at 
1959 Southern Blvd. in the West Farms 
section of the Bronx on March 25, 1990. 

Most of the victims were young Hon-
durans celebrating, largely drawn from 
members of the local Garifuna American 
community, the coalition said. 

“It was through the Happy Land Fire 
that New York discovered the Garifuna 
people,” the coalition said.

The month concludes on April 12 in 
commemoration of 221st anniversary 
of the Garifuna Settlement in Central 
America.

In 2008, The Garifuna Coalition USA, 
Inc., said it developed an initiative to 
raise awareness and appreciation of the 
Garifuna Community and its contribu-
tion to the culture and society of New 
York City. 

The coalition said the strategy was to 
“plan, organize and execute a series of 
activities to promote the Garifuna Com-
munity in New York City.” 

This initiative led to Bronx Borough 
President Adolfo Carrión issuing a proc-
lamation declaring March 11 to April 12, 
2009 as “Garifuna-American Heritage 
Month in the Bronx,” the coalition said.

In 2010, Bronx Borough President 

Rubén Díaz Jr., issued the proclamation.
In addition, Assemblyman Michael 

Benjamin introduced a resolution in the 
New York State Assembly “memorial-
izing Gov. David Patterson to declare 
March 11- April 12, 2010 as Garifuna-
American Heritage Month in the State of 
New York,” the coalition said.

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomb-
erg also issued a proclamation.

In 2011, the coalition said Sen. Rubén 
Díaz, Sr. introduced a resolution in the 
New York State Senate “memorializing 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to declare March 11 
- April 12, as Garifuna-American Herit-
age Month in the State of New York and 
invited the first Garifuna delegation to be 
present to receive the proclamation.

“It was the first time in history that 
the Garifuna community was invited to 
the New York capitol to celebrate its her-
itage,” the coalition said.

Beginning in 2012, Assemblymen 
Marcos Crespo, Michael Blake and Luis 
Sepulveda have introduced a resolution 
in the New York State Assembly. 

The 8th annual ceremony is scheduled 
for Tuesday, April 17. 

On March 12, 2014 New York City 
Council District 16 Council member 
Vanessa L. Gibson presented the first 
New York City Council Garifuna-Amer-
ican Heritage Month Proclamation Cer-
emony at the New York City Council 
Chambers. The fifth annual ceremony 
is scheduled for Thursday, April 12, the 
coalition said. 

It said that, on April 10, 2014, Con-
gressman José E. Serrano “rose on the 
United States House of Representatives 
to honor Garifuna American Heritage 
Month (Congressional Record E572).” 

On Feb. 1, 2017, New York City Council 
District 17 Councilmember Rafael Sala-
manca, Jr. was the primary sponsor of 
Resolution 1358-2017, along with Coun-
cil District 42.

The coalition said Councilmember 
Inez D. Baron and Council District 
31 Councilmember Donovan J. Rich-
ards, as co-sponsors, recognize April 
12 annually as Garifuna Heritage Day 
in the City of New York, as part of the 
annual Garifuna-American Heritage 
Month celebrations.

Garifuna celebrates heritage

Judge blocks investigation of chief justice

Trinidad and Tobago’s Chief Justice Ivor Archie.
 www.sunshinett.com
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By Nelson A. King
Despite the treach-

erous weather Friday 
evening, employees at 
New York City Depart-
ment of Health and Men-
tal Hygiene (DOHMH) 
and friends and support-
ers showed their love 
and respect for a retired 
Haitian-born doctor at a 
gala celebration at Glen 
Terrace in Brooklyn.

Patrons showered 
praise on Dr. Jacques 
Mathieu, 67, who recent-
ly retired from DOHMH’s 
Ft. Greene Chest Cent-
er (FGCC), downtown 
Brooklyn, after 25 years 
of uninterrupted DOHMH 
service.

They described him, 
among other superla-
tives, as humble, quiet, 
caring, helpful, kind-
hearted, compassionate, 
dedicated and awesome.

“You have touched a 
lot of people,” Jamaican-
born Errol Robinson, 
director of clinical opera-
tions at DOHMH’s Bureau 
of Tuberculosis Control 
(BTC), told Dr. Mathieu 
in his keynote address. 

“Dr. Mathieu was very 
humble, very quiet.

“Dr. Mathieu being 
humble shows someone 
as they [him / her] are,” 
added Robinson, who has 
over 30 years of public 
health experience with 
DOHMH. “Thank you on 
behalf of TB Control. You 
showed that in the work 
you did.

“I thank you for the 
services you provided,” 
Robinson continued. 
“More often, we don’t 
get to tell people ‘thank 

you.’”
David Cappelli — 

FGCC administrative 
manager, who has been 
working with DOHMH 
for over 25 years — also 
complimented Dr. Math-
ieu for his “many years of 
service,” stating that Dr. 
Mathieu was “instrumen-
tal in the fight to elimi-
nate TB (tuberculosis) in 
New York, especially here 
in Brooklyn. 

“When I think of Dr. 
Mathieu, these words 
best describe him: Kind-
hearted, compassionate, 
dedicated, a true heal-
er,” Cappelli said.  “He 
was always in good spir-
its, despite how busy the 
facility was, how many 
patients he served or how 
overworked he may have 
been. 

“He would never utter 
an unkind word, and 
would always take anoth-
er patient,” he added. “I 
am afraid that his depar-
ture has created a void 
that may never be filled.” 

Cappelli also conveyed 
regrets that Dr. Jahen-
dra Shah, physician-in-

charge at FGCC, could 
not attend the ceremony 
because he was celebrat-
ing his 40th wedding 
anniversary.

Kendra Romeo, the 
Guyanese-born principal 
administrative aide at 
FGCC, said Dr. Mathieu 
was a

“a valued member of 
our team. 

“His dedication to staff, 
patients and his profes-
sion always showed,” she 
said. “He was a very spe-
cial caring doctor.  He 
will be sorely missed by 
both staff and patients. I 
want to wish Dr. Mathieu 
a joyous and enjoyable 
retirement.”

Retiree Dr. Fritz Bou-
tin, who worked with Dr. 
Mathieu at FGCC, said he 
was “gratified” to attend 
the event, stating that 
his former colleague was 
very humble, that he 
never complained, and 
that he always exhibited 
“respect and dignity.”

Carol Randall, who 
with Haitian-born Nurse 
Gracita Marcellus-Coq, 
organized the event, 

noted that the blustery, 
cold and snowy weather 
“did not stop people from 
coming out to show their 
outpouring of love for Dr. 
Mathieu. 

“I was proud and bless-
ed to be in the midst 
of the celebration,” she 
said.  “Dr. Mathieu was 
well deserving of all the 
honors and accolade he 

received.  Those that 
didn’t make it really 
missed out on a great 
event.”

Besides tributes from 
colleagues, friends and 
supporters, poems were 
read by Donna Budai, 
BTC training coordina-
tor, and Nelson King, 
who served as Master of 
Ceremonies.

Gala celebration for retired Haitian-born doctor

Dr. Jacques Mathieu receives proclamation from 
Lisa Derrick (L), chief-of-staff for Assembly Mem-
ber Rodneyse Bichotte, fl anked by Dr. Mathieu’s 
wife, Renee Photo by Nelson A. King

Dr. Jacques Mathieu 
cuts cake with wife, 
Renee. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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Serving the Community with Dignity

TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.

By Nelson A. King
The government of Prime 

Minister Gaston Browne said 
on Wednesday that it has with-
drawn the country’s participa-
tion in the second preparatory 
meeting for the Summit of the 
Americas, scheduled to be held 
in Lima, Peru in April. 

An Antigua and Barbuda 
government statement, issued 
in Washington, D.C., said Sir 
Ronald Sanders, Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Ambassador to the 
Organization of American 
States (OAS), which is respon-
sible for the preparation of the 
meeting, said Antigua and Bar-
buda withdrew from the meet-
ing “on a point of fundamental 
principle.” 

Sir Ronald noted that, “at 
the meeting, the government 
of Venezuela was excluded from 
participation without any prior 

explanation or discussion by 
the member-states of the OAS 
at any level,” the statement 
said.

“Venezuela’s exclusion from 
the second preparatory meet-
ing was curious because it had 
been a full and constructive 
participant in the first meeting 
a few weeks ago,” Sir Ronald 
said.

The only reason given for 
Venezuela’s exclusion was that 
Peru, the host country for the 
summit, had decided that Ven-
ezuela should not be allowed to 
participate, the statement said.  

“While the host country 
traditionally has been able to 
invite attendance by a high 
representative of a county that 
is not a member state, it is not 
acceptable to reject a sitting 
member-state of the organiza-
tion which plans and executes 

the meeting,” Ambassador 
Sanders said. 

“I want to make it clear that 
our stand is on behalf of all 
member states, not Venezue-
la alone,” he added. “If this 
is allowed to occur, then any 
member state of the OAS could 
be excluded from a Summit 
meeting or a general assembly 
meeting at the sole behest of 
the host country.” 

Antigua and Barbuda’s Dep-
uty Head of Mission to the 
OAS, Joy-Dee Davis, also said: 
“Antigua and Barbuda does not 
know of, nor has it participat-
ed in, any official decision of 
the Summit of the Americas, 
the OAS General Assembly, the 
Meeting of Consultation of For-
eign Affairs or of the Perma-
nent Council to disenfranchise 
any active Member State from 
these meetings. 

Antigua withdraws from Summit of the Americas

Sir Ronald Sanders. Gov’t of Antigua and Barbuda

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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By Nelson A. King
While commending Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo for finally see-
ing on Monday a New York City 
Housing Authority (NYCHA) 
development, Council Member 
Jumaane D. Williams (D-Brook-
lyn) said NYCHA tenants who 
are struggling everyday need 
more than a photo-op.

The governor on Monday 
toured NYCHA’s Jackson Hous-
es in the Bronx.

Williams, who is campaign-
ing for Lt. Governor of the 
State, said what NYCHA needs 
is “crucial funding from the 
state.”

Williams, who represents 
the 45th Council District in 
Brooklyn, noted that Cuomo 
was touring a NYCHA complex 
“for the first time in recent 
memory, after seven years in 
office.”

“He spoke today of the 
‘neglect’ toward the housing, 

and it is certainly clear that 
NYCHA has been neglected,” 
Williams said. “It is clear that 
the city’s performance has been 
substandard, with many ques-
tions unanswered. It is also 
clear that for years, the state 
could have been a better part-
ner and provided much needed 
support. 

“NYCHA desperately needs 
the financial support of state 
government to provide relief 
for thousands of New York-
ers who are living in abhor-
rent and unsafe conditions,” 
Williams added. “It does not 
need political games and one-
upsmanship. In all of the jock-
eying for position, tenants in 
need are left behind. 

“This is a course that must 
be corrected for the safety, 
well-being, and dignity of New 
Yorkers,” he continued. “Here 
in New York City and across 
the state, we are facing an 

affordable housing and home-
lessness crisis, and meaning-
ful solutions which provide 
homes with satisfactory living 
conditions will require a level 
of investment that the gov-
ernor has been unwilling to 
commit in the past.”

Williams said there are 
“real, concrete steps that 
the state can take, including 
releasing millions in allocated 
funds, and expediting work 
on projects that have already 
been funded, or simply allow-
ing the use of design build. 

“New York State can 
and must be a real partner 
in improving NYCHA, but 
NYCHA funding directly from 
the state has fallen signifi-
cantly under this governor,” 
he said. “I truly hope that 
the next time an elected offi-
cial takes a publicity tour, 
they also bring with them a 
check.”

Tenants need more than 
Cuomo’s photo-op: Williams

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo delivers his 2018 executive 
state budget proposal during a news conference at the 
Clark Auditorium in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2018. 
 Associated Press / Hans Pennink, File

By Nelson A. King
Two American-born sib-

lings, of Caribbean and African 
American parentage, have won 
the “Conflict and Compromise” 
project in District 29’s History 
Fair in Queens. 

Third grade and kindergar-
ten pupils Quinn Smith, 8, and 
Malaysia Smith 6, respectively, 
of The Rosedale School, or PS 
38Q, were recently recognized 
by Principal Julia Soussis for 
their remarkable achievements, 
according to the students’ mom, 
Yolanda Smith, whose father 
hails from Trinidad and Toba-
go and mother from the south-
ern United States. The students’ 
father is a Guyanese native. 

Ms. Smith said that, after 
Soussis recognized the students, 
Soussis, in turn, entered the 
projects in the History Fair.

Ms. Smith said the recognition 
was given to “honor two children 
from each grade level with the 
most outstanding projects on the 
subject.” 

“The students are being (were) 
recognized for their efforts put 
forth into the projects – the con-
tent of the written portion, as 
well as the aesthetic appeal of the 
project,” she told Caribbean Life. 

“The school is honored to have 
the students and their projects 

represent them in the District 
History Fair,” she added, express-
ing joy about her children’s 
attainment.

“The students were ecstatic 
and proud that their hard work 
and dedication paid off,” contin-
ued Ms. Smith about her chil-
dren’s accomplishment.

She also credited Nicky’s Lit-
tle Sprouts D.C., Inc., a day care 
center in Laurelton, Queens, for 
helping to build her children’s 
foundation and for continuing to 
education them. 

“They, too, deserve recogni-
tion,” Ms. Smith said. 

In addition to being students 
at P.S. 38Q, she said Quinn and 
Malaysia have been attending 
Nicky’s Little Sprouts D.C. for 
the past five years and are cur-
rently enrolled in the day care’s 
after-school program.

“As the director of Nicky’s Lit-
tle Sprouts D.C., Inc., I am very 
proud and elated for my students, 
Quinn and Malaysia Smith, to be 
recognized for their outstanding 
achievements,” said Guyanese 

Shaundell Agrippa, who earned a 
Bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from Brooklyn College.

“Hard work and diligence do 
pay off,” she added, stating that, 
while Quinn and Malaysia are 
“smart,” their successes began 
at Nicky’s Little Sprouts D.C., 
“as toddlers, to where they are 
now in third grade and kinder-
garten.”

Ms. Agrippa said “the learning 
process is fostered toward high 
academic achievement” in her 

after-school program. 
Ms. Smith said both children 

are “academically at the top of 
their class,” stating that, last 
year, “Quinn’s reading ability 
allowed him to transition into a 
bridge class one grade level above 
his current grade level.  

“Malaysia is the academic 
superstar in her current kinder-
garten class,” she added. “She 
receives an advanced level of 
work, as opposed to the remain-
der of her class.”

‘Conflict and Compromise’ project winners

Quinn Smith posing with his poster and the ribbon on his 
shirt reads, “Community District Education Council 29Q 
History for scholar.”

Malaysia Smith’s poster entitled: Compromise and Confl ict 
“Women in the Military.”  Yolanda Smith
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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By Tequila Minsky
What would be a more fitting trib-

ute for the Apollo Theater to recognize 
Women’s History Month than present-
ing a musical tribute to the renowned 
musical artist, civil rights activist and 
Apollo legend Nina Simone. 

Drawing from Simone’s talent that 
spanned four decades, soulful singer 
/ songwriter — nine albums — and 
12-time GRAMMY Award nominee 
Ledisi added her own songs in “Nina 
& Me, Ledisi celebrates Nina Simone,” 
in the one evening March 9 tribute. 

Simone’s musical style employed a 
broad range of musical genres includ-
ing classical, jazz, blues, folk, R&B, 
gospel, and pop. An icon of American 
music, she was a musical storyteller, a 
griot, who created a legacy of libera-
tion, empowerment, passion and love. 

Born in North Carolina in 1933, 
Simone had aspirations to be a concert 
pianist but racial discrimination nega-
tively impacted those dreams.  She 
found work playing “cocktail piano” 
in a nightclub, changed her name to 
Nina Simone to camouflage her work 

from her preacher family and, singing 
to her own accompaniment, launched 
her jazz career.  

She recorded 40 albums. In her 
live 1964 recording “Nina Simone in 
Concert,” she openly addressed United 
States racial inequality with the song 
“Mississippi Goddam,” her response to 
the June 12, 1963 murder of Medgar 
Evers. Civil rights messages continued 
as a standard in her repertoire, taking 
a toll on her career. 

She lived a great deal of her life — 

Ledisi celebrates Nina Simone at The Apollo

Ledisi interpretes passion, liberation and love of both Simone’s songs and her own. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued on Page 44

The 75-member National Symphony 
Orchestra of Cuba will be performing at 
the Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts on Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 4 pm.

Returning by popular demand direct 
from Cuba, their performances took the 
United States by storm in their debut 2012 
tour. Musical Director Enrique Pérez-Mesa 
will conduct the orchestra and will fea-
ture a Latin-flavored classical program 
that includes Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, 
Roldan’s Three Little Poems, Mozart’s 
Clarinet Concerto, De Falla’s The Three-
Cornered Hat and Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 7.

Lehman Center for the Performing Arts 
is on the campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park Blvd. West, 
Bronx, NY 10468. Tickets are $45, $40, and 
$25, with a special $10 ticket price for chil-

By Nelson A. King
Hundreds of Vincentians Saturday 

night joined the Brooklyn-based Gari-
funa Indigenous People of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Inc. (GIPSVG) in 
celebrating National Heroes Day with 
a cultural extravaganza at the Friends 
of Crown Heights Educational Center 
in Brooklyn.

The six-hour-long event featured a 
wide array of performances, as well 
as mouth-watering Vincentian cuisine, 

Cuban band 
at Lehman

Vincy heroes 
tribute

Garifuna kids perform during the 
SVG National Heroes Day celebra-
tion. Photo by Nelson A. King

Continued on Page 44
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God’s Plan
Drake

Perfect
Ed Sheeran

Meant To Be
Bebe Rexha & Florida Georgia Line

Finesse
Bruno Mars & Cardi B

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

Him & I
G-Eazy & Halsey

New Rules
Dua Lipa

Lights Down Low
MAX Feat. gnash

Let You Down
NF

Pray For Me
The Weeknd & Kendrick Lamar

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Memories Don’t Die
Tory Lanez

Black Panther: The Album 
Soundtrack

Hope World (EP)
J-Hope

Planet
Tech N9ne

Evolve
Imagine Dragons

Coco
Soundtrack

Hamilton: An American Musical
Original Broadway Cast Recording

Divide
Ed Sheeran

Presented by

wireless

ZOMBIES
Soundtrack

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

such as pelau, breadfruit and 
saltfish, banana and smoke 
herring, chokie bam bam (cas-
sava bread) and dukuna (a 
sweet potato-based pudding 
prototype).

Performances included: 
Flag ceremony by the Belize 
Garifuna Settlement Day Mass 
Cultural Committee; chant by 
GIPSVG; GIPSVG Quadrille 
dancers; GIPSVG choir; poems, 
speeches, songs, drumming 
and skits by Belizean singer and 
song writer James Lovell and 
the Garifuna Kids; and Brook-
lyn Century Steel Orchestra.

Other performances were by: 
Crooner Theo Homer; calypso-
nian Franklin “Supadex” Rich-
ards; singer Garfield Palmer; 
the United Vincie Cultural 
Group of Brooklyn (UVCGB); 
GIPSVG parents and children 
dance (pankiba); Janelle (poem 
— “Ode to the King”); Garifuna 
Warrior; and soca artiste and 
entertainer Prim Adonna. 

Homer enwrapped patrons 
with “I Need Your Love and 
Affection”; “Don’t Go Away”; 
and “Woman for a Man.”

The Brooklyn Century Steel 
Orchestra banged out Becket’s 
“St. Vincent (and the Gren-
adines) I Love You”; “Red, Red 
Wine”; “African Queen” by 2 
Face Idibia; “Feel So Good” by 
Jamaican reggae artiste Beres 
Hammond; “I am a Music 

Man” by former perennial Gre-
nada Calypso Monarch Ajamu; 
and “Wet” by Vincentian soca 
artiste Bomani.

New York Consul General 
Howie Prince noted that 225 
years have passed since the 
Garifuna or Black Caribs – an 
admixture of the indigenous 
Kalinago and Africans – were 
sent into exile by British colo-
nizers. 

“We celebrate our forefathers 
and what they have done,” he 
told patrons. “But, thank God, 
they have lived on.”

Culture Minister Cecil “Ces” 
McKie, in town for the official 
launch of new air service from 
New York to St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, said there were 
expected to be “lots of celebra-
tions” at home on Mar. 14 on 
National Heroes Day, urging 
the crowd to travel home next 
year for the grand Garifuna 

with more than a share of highs 
and lows — abroad including 
Barbados, Liberia, Switzerland 
and Netherlands finally settling 
in France. 

At the historic theater, the 
air was electric and the devotees 
were completely engaged with 
Ledisi as storyteller and singer 
backed by extraordinary musi-
cians.  

Ledisi sang Nina Simone 
originals: “Mississipi Goddam,” 
“See Line Woman,” and “I want 
a little Sugar in My Bowl.”

She sang the songs Simone 
made her own like “Little Girl 
Blue,” “My Baby Just Cares for 
Me,” “I Put a Spell On You,” “I 
Love You Porgy,” and “My Man’s 
Gone Now.” 

And, backed by guest vocal-
ists Crystal Monee Hall, Kim-
berly Nichole, We McDonald, 
“Baltimore,” “To Be Young Gift-
ed and Black,” “Four Women,” 
and “Why” came to life. 

Performing her own songs — 
the “Me” in “Nina & Me,” Ledisi 
included “Feeling Orange Again 
but Blue Sometimes,” “Shot 
Down,” “Hate Me,” and “The 
Answer to Why.” 

Of note, in 2015, Ledisi 
appeared in the movie “Selma” 
as gospel singer Mahalia Jack-
son and she was a main charac-
ter in the short film “The Tale 
of Four,” directed by Gabourey 
Sidibe, that was screened at The 
Apollo prior to the show. 

The evening’s award-winning 
musicians included four-time 
Grammy nominee Patrice Rush-
en, on piano. 

“Her [Nina Simone’s] legacy 
lifted me and reminded me to be 
proud of my skin and embrace 
the walk I was given. I hope she 
can feel how much I love her,” 
comments Ledisi, of the inspira-
tion of this tribute project. “She 
has saved my life so many times. 
Her music lets me know I am 
not alone in my journey.” 

MUSICAL TRIBUTE
Continued from Page 43 

Calysonian Franklin “Supa-
dex” Richards. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Heroes 
Continued from Page 43 

dren 12 & under and seniors, 
and can be purchased by calling 
the Lehman Center box office at 
718-960-8833 (Monday through 
Friday, 10am–5pm and begin-
ning at 12 noon on the day of 
the concert), or through online 
access at www.LehmanCenter.
org. Lehman Center is acces-
sible by #4 or D train to Bedford 
Park Blvd. and is off the Saw Mill 
River Parkway and the Major 
Deegan Expressway. 

Special discounts are built 
into Lehman’s concert series. 
“Create your own Series” offers 
a 10 percent discount on a 
minimum of three shows, 15% 
discount on a purchase of five 
family shows, or a 20 percent 
discount for six or more shows 
(not available online). Plus spe-
cial $10 tickets for any seat are 
available for selected shows for 
children 12 and under. Senior 
discounts also apply. 

The National Symphony 
Orchestra of Cuba, which began 
in 1960 as the Havana Sym-
phony, has been instrumental 
in developing and introducing 
Cuban and Latin American 
music to the international clas-
sical music community. In addi-
tion, the orchestra performs a 
vast symphonic and chamber 
repertoire ranging from baroque 
to contemporary music. Inter-
national tours have taken the 
orchestra to Russia, Poland, 

Yugoslavia, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Spain, Peru and Argentina.

Among the more than 100 
guest conductors who have led 
the orchestra include Sir Tho-
mas Beecham, Sergiu Celibi-
dache, Pierre Monteaux, Charles 
Munch, Eugene Ormandy, 
Wilhelm Steinberg, Leopold 
Stokowski, Igor Stravinsky, 
Heitor Villa-Lobos and Bruno 
Walter. Acclaimed international 
soloists have included Marian 
Anderson, Claudio Arrau, Jorge 
Bolet, Jose Carreras, Jascha 
Heifetz, Nathan Milstein, Rug-
giero Ricci, Mstislav Rostropo-
vich Arthur Rubinstein, Andres 
Segovia and Isaac Stern.

Enrique Pérez-Mesa interna-
tionally-renowned artistic direc-
tor of the National Symphony 
Orchestra has led performances 
in prestigious concert halls all 
over the world. He has collabo-
rated with well-known solo-
ists including Alexandra Ferri, 
Francesco Manara, José Manuel 
Carreño, Frank Fernández, 
Roger Woodward, Konstantin 
Cherbakov, Alexander Bragin-
ski, Joaquín Clerch, The Romer-
os Quartet, Jorge Luis Prats and 
Víctor Rodríguez. His recordings 
include a Grammy Award Nomi-
nation for Salmo de Las Ameri-
cas, in the category of Classical 
music; His DVD recording with 
the Cuban pianist, Frank Fern-
andez, was nominated for the 
Cubadisco 2007.

Latino Concert Series
Continued from Page 43 

Ledisi performing at the the Apollo Theater in the Bronx.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky
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St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg

By Kam Williams
Madeleine L’Engle fin-

ished writing “A Wrin-
kle in Time” in 1960, but 
the escapist fantasy was 
rejected by over two dozen 
publishers before it finally 
captured the imagination 
of John Farrar, co-founder 
of Farrar, Straus and Gir-
oux. In 1963, the ground-
breaking, illustrated novel 
won the Newbery Medal 
for being the best chil-
dren’s book of the year.

Four decades later, 

Disney eviscerated the 
magical masterpiece of 
its religious overtones in 
the process of turning it 
into a generic, made-for-
TV kiddie movie devoid of 
allusions to Christianity. 
Even the author expressed 
her displeasure with the 
sanitized production, 

remarking, “ I expected it 
to be bad, and it is.” You 
see, L’Engle, long-time 
writer-in-residence at the 
Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine in New York City, 
had consciously laced the 
opus with lots of Biblical 
quotations.

Fast-forward 15 years, 

and we now find Disney 
mounting a big screen ver-
sion of the beloved classic 
many consider unfilmable. 
That unenviable task fell 
to Ava DuVernay, director 
of Selma and the Oscar-
nominated documentary, 
13th.

Ava availed herself of 

state-of-the-art technol-
ogy to create an eye-pop-
ping spectacular designed 
to enthrall young and old 
alike. She also cast the mes-
sage movie in colorblind 
fashion.

The original ensem-
ble only had a single, 
non-white member, Alfre 

Woodard. Compare that to 
the reboot which features 
an ethnic rainbow reflec-
tive of the direction in 
which the browning nation 
has been rapidly heading. 
Though the film has its 
spiritual moments, they are 
more universal in nature as 
opposed to pushing a Chris-
tian agenda.

The basic plotline sounds 
anything but faith-based. In 
25 words or less, the story 
is about a brother (Deric 
McCabe), sister (Storm Reid) 
and friend (Levi Miller) who 
time-travel to distant uni-
verses with the help of a trio 
of astral travelers played by 
Oprah, Mindy Kaling and 
Reese Witherspoon.

The kids are searching 
for the siblings’ scientist 
father (Chris Pine) who 
went missing several years 
earlier. Along the way, they 
learn some big life lessons 
about what really matters 
in life.

An overblown, interga-
lactic saga certain to tug on 
your heartstrings during 
unapologetically-sentimen-
tal breaks in the action .

“A Wrinkle in Time”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG for peril 
and mature themes
Running time: 109 
minutes
Production Studios: 
Whitaker Entertain-
ment / Walt Disney 
Pictures
Distributor: Walt Dis-
ney Studios Motion 
Pictures

Children’s classic brought to the big screen

Oprah stars as one of the trio of astral travelers in “A Wrinkle in Time.” www.rottentomatoes.com

Augie (Unrated) Inspi-
rational biopic about fit-
ness guru Augie Nieto 
who has been campaign-
ing to find a cure for 
ALS since being diag-
nosed with the disease 
at the age of 47.

Dear Dictator (Unrat-
ed) Unlikely-buddies 
comedy about a deposed, 
banana republic dicta-
tor (Michael Caine) who 
seeks asylum in subur-
ban America where he 
helps a rebellious teen 
(Odeya Rush) overthrow 
the mean girls clique 
making her life misera-
ble at school. With Katie 
Holmes, Seth Green and 
Jason Biggs.

Flower (R for crude 
sexuality, graphic nude 
drawings, drug use, a 
violent image and perva-
sive profanity) Coming-
of-age comedy about a 
rebellious 17 year-old 
(Zoey Deutch) who joins 
forces with her trauma-
tized step-brother (Joey 
Morgan) in shaming 
the high school teacher 
(Adam Scott) who had 

sexually assaulted him. 
Support cast includes 
Kathryn Hahn, Tim Hei-
decker and Dylan Gelula.

Furlough (R for a 
brief sexual reference) 
Oil-and-water dram-
edy revolving around 
a rookie prison guard’s 
(Tessa Thompson) ordeal 
escorting a hell-raising 
inmate (Melissa Leo) 
home for a weekend 
visit to her dying mom. 
With Whoopi Goldberg, 
Drena De Niro and La La 
Anthony.

Journey’s End (R for 
profanity and graph-
ic images) World War I 
saga, set during the third 
Battle of Aisne in north-
ern France, chronicling 
some British soldiers’ 
struggle to survive in a 
trench located along the 
frontlines. Co-starring 
Sam Claflin, Asa Butter-

field, Paul Bettany, Toby 
Jones and Tom Stur-
ridge.

Maineland (Unrated) 
American Dream docu-
mentary about the enor-
mous number of kids 
from China enrolling in 
private boarding schools 
all across America. (In 
Mandarin and English 
with subtitles)

Mantra: Sounds into 
Silence (Unrated) Spir-
itual documentary extol-
ling the virtues of chant-
ing as a path to inner 
peace.

Take Your Pills (Unrat-
ed) Investigative docu-
mentary exploring the 
popularity of perform-
ance-enhancing drugs 
like Adderall and Ritalin 
not just with hyperactive 
kids but with college stu-
dents and Type A white-
collar workers.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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SPORTS

By Nelson A. King
Led by a powerful 84 by Evin 

Lewis, the West Indies on Monday 
put the Netherlands to the sword by 
clinching the top spot in their group 
Qualifying Round in the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 50-Over 
Championship in Harare, Zimba-

bwe.
Under the Duckworth–Lewis 

method, because of rain interrup-
tion, the West Indies beat the Neth-
erlands by 54 runs after amassing 
309-6. 

The Netherlands’ loss put them 
out of contention in the Super Six 

stage of the tournament.
The Netherlands, who were 

required to make 222 in the revised 
target, could only muster 167-6. 

A series of run-outs undid the 
Netherlands, who seemed coasting 
to victory, thanks to a third wicket 

Windies clinch top spot in ICC Qualifying Round

West Indies’ Evin Lewis plays a shot off the bowling of England’s Jake Ball during the One Day International 
cricket match between England and the West Indies at the Oval cricket ground in London, Wednesday, 
Sept. 27, 2017.  Associated Press / Kirsty Wigglesworth, File

Continued on Page 48

By Azad Ali
West Indies all-rounder Kieron Pol-

lard says serious discussions needs to 
take place to help solve the fiasco cur-
rently facing regional cricket.

Since the West Indies walked off 
their tour of India in 2014, over a sal-
ary dispute, there has been an ongoing 
battle between the players and Cricket 
West Indies (CWI).

The battle continued recently after 
Pollard, Sunil Narine, Darren Bravo and 
Andre Russell decided to accept con-
tracts to play in the current Pakistan 
Super League.

By Azad Ali
Hard-hitting West Indies opener 

Chris Gayle has struck form for the 
World Cup qualification campaign in 
Zimbabwe when he hammered 123 
runs in the opening match against 
United Arab Emirates last week.

Gayle lashed seven fours and 11 mas-
sive sixes in a 91-ball innings which 
marked his 23rd One-Day century.

West Indies chose to bat after win-
ning the toss and posted a massive 357 

Regional 
cricket fiasco

Gayle scores 
another 
century

West Indies Chris Gayle plays a shot 
during the fi rst One Day Interna-
tional match between England and 
West Indies at Emirates Old Trafford 
in Manchester, England. 
 Associated Press / Rui Vieira, File

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

POWER POWER 
PLAYPLAY
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or their allotted 50 overs, with Shim-
ron Hetmyer blasting 127 at the Old 
Hararians Ground.

Hetmyer faced 93 balls and struck 
14 fours and four sizes to make his 

maiden One-Day International cen-
tury. He was named Man-of-the-
Match.

In reply, United Arab Emirates ral-
lied to 297 for 6 with Rameez Shah-
zad scoring an unbeaten 112. Captain 
Jason Holder picked up five wickets 
for 53 with his medium pace.

The West Indies won the second 
qualifying match against Papua New 
Guinea on Wednesday night at the 
same venue.

As a result, they will not feature for 
West Indies in the World Cup qualifi-
ers which take place simultaneously.

CWI president Dave Cameron said 
Narine, Pollard and Bravo may not 
play for West Indies after not accept-
ing the offer to play for West Indies in 
the World Cup qualifiers.

Pollard speaking on SportsMax 
zone said he still wants to play for 
West Indies but he is not happy with 
how Cameron is running CWI,

He said the CWI president wants to 
get rid of all the players and not seek 
proper dialogue.

“He just wants to get rid of every-
body and this is not how you run an 
organization,” Pollard said.

“We need discussions, we need 
to sit around a table. You need to 
accept where you have gone wrong 
as a board, as a player, as a Caribbean 
entity we need to accept where we 
have gone wrong,” he added.

Gayle scores 
another 
century

Cricket fiasco

stand of 113 by Wesley Barresi (64) 
and Ryan ten Doeschate (67 not out). 
After three run-outs, the Netherlands 
fizzled.

Earlier, Lewis and Chris Gayle gave 
the West Indies a start they had been 
looking for in the tournament by blast-

ing 85 for the first wicket. 
Gayle held out for 46, just off 31 

balls, attempting to go over the top, 
and Lewis finally succumbed for 84 to a 
splendid catch at backward point. 

In another exhibition of masterful 
stroke play, Rovman Powell — who, 
in the earlier match against Ireland, 
scored his first century on tour — 

blasted 52 off 38 balls, in ensuring 
that the West Indies surpassed the 
300-mark.

In seeking form, Marlon Samuels 
was left undefeated on 73 off 84 balls. 

Scores: West Indies 309- 6 (Lewis 84, 
Samuels 73*, Powell 52); Netherlands 
167- 6 (Ten Doeschate 67, Barresi 64) 
in the D/L method

WINDIES SHOOT TO THE TOP
West Indies’ Rovman Powell plays a shot under the watch of India’s wicket keeper MS Dhoni during their third ODI 
cricket match at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in North Sound, Antigua and Barbuda, Friday, June 30, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan, File

Continued from Page 47 

West Indies’ Kieron Pollard plays 
a shot during the second one day 
international cricket match against 
Australia in Kingstown, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. 
 Associated Press / Andres Leighton

Continued from Page 47 
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By Nelson A. King
Aiming to attain the top of their 

group in the 10th match of the World 
Cup Qualifying Round in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, the West Indies on Satur-
day staged a come-back to beat Ire-
land by 52 runs. 

They are expected to play the Neth-
erlands on Tuesday, hoping victory 
will put them at the top going into 
the Super Six.

But the Caribbean team on Satur-
day had to largely thank a splendid 
101 by Rovman Powell and superb 
bowling by fast bowlers Kemar Roach 
(4-27) and Kesrick Williams (4-43) to 
clinch victory in the end.

West Indies were wobbling at 5-83, 
when captain Jason Holder (54) and 
Powell came to the rescue with an 
86-run seventh wicket partnership.

Powell’s century was the first for a 
West Indian batting at no. 7 or lower. 

Scores: West Indies 257- 8 (Powell 
101, Holder 54, Tim Murtagh 4-41) 
beat Ireland 205 (Ed Joyce 63, Kevin 
O’Brien 38, Roach 4-27, Williams 
4-43) by 52 runs. 

West Indies defeats Ireland, leads group

West Indies’ Kemar Roach prepares 
to bowl during a practice session at 
the Sher-E-Bangla National Stadium 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
 Associated Press / Themba Hadebe

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

By Azad Ali
Grenada’s Prime Minister Dr. Keith 

Mitchell has called on CARICOM lead-
ers to rescue West Indies cricket from 
its current crisis.

He also urged them to re-visit the 
recommendations of the dormant Gov-
ernance Report on cricket.

Addressing the two-day inter-ses-
sional summit in Haiti last week, the 
outspoken leader said West Indies 
cricket required an effective govern-
ance framework in order to flourish and 
warned unless this was done the game 
would continue to “wallow in the land 
of under-performance and mismanage-
ment.”

Dr. Mitchell told his colleagues he 
was heartened by the recommenda-
tions of the Prime Ministerial Com-
mittee which among other things, rec-
ognized that the public good nature of 
West Indies cricket requires a forging 
of a governance framework that respect 
the rules and independence mandated 
by the (International Cricket Council) 
but which also provides a proper frame-
work for all stakeholders in the govern-
ance of West Indies cricket.

The CARICOM-commissioned Gov-
ernance Review Panel, headed by UWI 
principal Professor Eudine Barriteau, 
prepared the controversial report 
which as it main recommendation 
called for the “immediate dissolution 

of the West Indies Cricket Board and 
the appointment of an interim board 
whose structure and composition will 
be radically different from the now 
proven obsolete governance frame-

work.”
The recommendations were reject-

ed by the West Indies Cricket Board 
(WICB) (now Cricket West Indies), 
headed by President Dave Cameron.

By Azad Ali
Legendary former West Indies 

fast bowler, Courtney Walsh, has 
been appointed Bangladesh’s interim 
head coach for the Tri-Nation series 
in Sri Lanka later this month.

The 55-year-old Jamaican has 
served as the side’s bowling coach 
for the last two years but has been 
given the top role with the Bang-
ladesh Cricket Board’s inability to 
find a replacement for Chandika 
Hathurusingha who quit last year.

Walsh joined the Bangladesh 
team in September 2016 on a three-
year contract and has since worked 
closely with the side’s bowlers espe-
cially in developing the fast bowler 
stocks.

He will now oversee the squad’s 
preparation for the Nidahas Tro-
phy Twenty20 tournament, which 
involves powerhouse India and 
hosts Sri Lanka.

Walsh played 132 Tests, finishing 
as the all-time leading West Indies 
bowler with 519 wickets.

Walsh now 
Bangladesh’s 
interim head 

coach

PM Mitchell: Rescue West Indies cricket

Grenada’s Prime Minister Keith Mitchell addresses the CARICOM Summit 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, Feb. 26, 2018. More than a dozen leaders 
arrived to the island nation for the summit of Caribbean leaders.  Associated 

Press / Dieu Nalio Chery
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com
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LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 3/31/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 3/31/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

$16,895BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2639F

$24,995BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKS AWD 

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Grey and More! Stk# 2775F 

$27,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

GREAT DEALS RIGHT NOW!

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL19356. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 3/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

†

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

$34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED
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