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MURDERS 
OFF THE 
CHARTS

Jamaicans face violent crime wave 
but tourism brand stands strong

Kwanzaa Crawl
Crawling Brooklyn: Comedian Kerry Coddett led last year’s Kwanzaa Crawl through 
the screets of Brooklyn. This year’s Crawl returns on Dec. 26. See story on Page 26
 Deneka Peniston

By Nelson A. King
As the US House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senates 
voted along party lines to pass 
what has been described as the 
most sweeping rewrite of the 
American tax code in decades, 
Brooklyn Democratic Con-
gresswoman Yvette D. Clarke 
has strongly condemned the 
Republican-led measure.

“Policy reflects priorities 

and the GOP’s [Grand Old 
Party] priorities are clear: 
billionaires first, everybody 
else second,” said Clarke, the 
daughter of Jamaican immi-
grants, Tuesday in voting 
against the bill. 

“Eighty-six percent of mid-
dle class families will pay more 
in taxes,’ added the represent-
ative for the 9th Congressional 
District in Brooklyn. “Ameri-

cans will face higher health-
care premiums, and 13 million 
people will lose their coverage 
altogether.

“Twenty-five billion dollars 
will be cut from Medicare,” she 
continued. “The bill slashes 
the highly popular state and 
local tax (SALT) deductions 
and increases the debt by as 
much as $2.2 trillion, leav-

Clarke condemns Republican tax bill

Continued on Page 8

By Bert Wilkinson
As the year draws to a 

close, many in Jamaica will 
remember 2017 as the year 
when gangs and armed crim-
inals appeared to have taken 
back the inititative from 
police, setting the country 
on course to probably record 
its worst murder rate in 11 
years.

And the main worry among 
politicians, civil society and 
Jamaicans in general is that 
authorities appear to be pow-
erless to stop the spike in 
murders, particularly in the 
western Montego Bay tour-
ist region and in others like 
rural Manchester Parish.

Police statistics for the 
year so far indicate that 
about 1,525 people have been 
killed. This figure is second 
only to the year 2009 when 
gangsters and common crim-
inals killed 1,680 people.

But the good news is that 
the Jamaica tourism brand 
is so strong that tourists are 
simply ignoring reports from 
traditional and social media 
outlets about the number of 
murders and gangland activ-
ity even in places like world 
famous Montego Bay. Mil-
lions are still coming from 
North America, Europe and 
even the Caribbean. This 
year is no different.

Omar Robinson, the head 
of the Hotel and Tourist 
Association told reporters 
recently that bookings are 
soaring for the winter season 
which started in mid Decem-
ber and runs until id April.

The violent crime wave 
“hasn’t significantly impact-
ed the industry as the book-
ings are still coming. Both 
government and the security 
forces are taking the required 

Continued on Page 8
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, 
scientifically based, therapeutic modality. This 
new technology offers advanced pain relief and 
expedited healing times through a process known 
as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the 
site of pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are 
triggered by the deep tissue laser making it a true 
healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require 
the use of drugs or surgery, and there are no known 
side effects or risks that may occur with other forms 
of treatment. In addition, it can often achieve results 
faster than other treatment modalities. During the 
treatment the patient will feel a deep soothing warmth. 
This pleasant sensation reassures the patient that the 
laser is stimulating cellular activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, 
and a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity 
at the cellular level, without generating tissue-
damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 
2006, packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. 
The Class IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 
6 to 9 inches, with a treatment beam of up to 3 
inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, 
arthritis, calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, 
as well as intra-articular tissues inside of the joints. 
Its far-reaching capabilities also allow the Class 
IV to achieve results in less time than most cold 
lasers currently used today. With treatment times 
of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the Class IV laser 
allows many conditions to vastly improve within 

a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can 
be helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment 
call 718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION 
right now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast 
pain relief with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that 
she offers one FREE treatment to see if you respond 
and if you are a candidate for this revolutionary 
new non surgical pain relieving treatment. Due to 
the overwhelming response to this type of offer, this 
offer will be good for the first 25 callers. If the lines 
are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my 
knee pain was reduced to the point where I can 
finally live a more normal life again. These 
treatments are simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. 
The treatments allowed me to return to work 
much more quickly than anyone had expected, 
considering the pain I was in. During the 
treatments, all I felt was a warming sensation 
as the laser was moved across the injured area 
where all my pain was. After just three short 
treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken 
leg. Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the 
pain relief I experienced was nothing short of 
miraculous. My orthopedic doctor was amazed 
with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?

New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment
 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.
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By Tequila Minsky
It will take a long time for Puerto 

Rico to recover from the devastation 
of Hurricane Maria that hit the Car-
ibbean in late September. Just weeks 
later, Mayor Bill DeBlasio showed real 
leadership when New York City opened 
the Hurricane Evacuee Service Center 
(HESC) in East Harlem’s Julia De Bur-
gos Latino Cultural Center, at Lexing-
ton and 106th St. 

At the center, displaced persons from 
Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands can find 
all kinds of support. 

At the center this week, City Council 
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito stood 
in front a rack of new children’s jack-
ets and along with assisting partners 
spoke to the press to both draw atten-
tion to the services offered and all those 
involved in supporting these services. 

It’s been estimated there are 2,000 
in this area, 5,000 statewide displaced 
persons from the hurricane. Families 
are not prepared for winter; at the 
center they can get new winter coats 
and jackets, “a blessing from the private 
partnerships,” said the speaker. 

Recognizing that many who have 
come from the islands brought noth-
ing and while setting up a new house-
hold are in need of bedding and house 
wares, also available at the center. Thus 
far, the center has seen people from 482 
households, helping 1539 individuals. 
More than 6500 items have been dis-
tributed. 

The speaker also reiterated the 
mayor, “We will not forget Puerto 
Rico.”

Mark-Viverito reported that 

East Harlem 
center hosts 

hurricane 
evacuee 
services

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Borough President, Eric 

L. Adams on Wednesday announced 
plans for New Year’s Eve celebrations 
in both Coney Island and Prospect 
Park for the fourth year in a row, giv-
ing Brooklynites greater access to free 
family-friendly festivities.

Adams said he will host the event 
in partnership with the Alliance for 
Coney Island, with lead sponsorship 
from Council Member Mark Treyger; 
One Brooklyn Fund, Inc.; T-Mobile; 
and Investors Bank, as well as promo-
tional support provided in part by the 
NYC & Company Foundation.

The fourth annual New Year’s Eve 
celebration in Coney Island will be 
highlighted by a digital “burst” of 
lights to ring in 2018 from the iconic 
Parachute Jump, Adams said. 

He said this year’s Coney Island 

event at Steeplechase Plaza will once 
again complement his ongoing sup-
port of the 38thannual fireworks and 
festivities held in Grand Army Plaza, 
staged in partnership with the Pros-
pect Park Alliance. 

Adams said festivities will begin in 
Coney Island at 6 pm., with live enter-
tainment starting at 9 pm; while the 
party at Prospect Park will commence 
at 10:30 pm. 

“For family-friendly New Year’s 
Eve fun, there’s nowhere better to be 
on the calendar’s biggest night than 
Brooklyn, the center of the universe,” 
Adams said. “Tens of thousands of 
revelers from our borough and beyond 
will be celebrating at two of our city’s 
most iconic locations, Coney Island 
and Prospect Park, with plenty of cheer 
to go around. 

“I thank all of our community 

and corporate partners for helping 
us make New Year’s Eve in Brooklyn 
shine brighter than ever before,” he 
added, stating that both Coney Island 
and Prospect Park will ring in the New 
Year with celebrations that will include 
fireworks and live entertainment. 

Coney Island will countdown to 
2018 with the digital “burst” from the 
Parachute Jump, while Prospect Park 
will feature music from Brooklyn’s own 
Quintessential Playlist at Grand Army 
Plaza that leads into a grand pyrotech-
nic display. 

“Coney Island is once again the place 
to be when ringing in the New Year,” 
Treyger said. “The People’s Playground 
will have everything you need — the 
beautiful views from the [Riegelmann] 
Boardwalk, exhilarating rides, delicious 
treats, live music, and fantastic fire-
works — to welcome 2018 in style. 

Adams announces New Year’s Eve celebrations

By Nelson A. King
The widow of the Jamaican-born 

founder and owner of the popular Gold-
en Krust restaurant chain in the Unit-
ed States, Lowell Hawthorne, broke her 
silence at his massive funeral in Brooklyn 
Tuesday, writing that his shocking suicide 
left her family heartbroken and grasping 
for answers, according to reports.

Lorna Hawthorne called her husband 
a “Phenomenal Extraordinaire,” as she 
shared her first personal sentiments in a 
tribute on the back of a 45-page printed 
program, the New York Daily News said.

“My husband was a visionary, a dream-
er, a motivator, a courageous and com-
passionate person,” she said in the mes-
sage to the more than 4,500 mourners 
who packed the Christian Cultural Cent-
er, in Canarsie, Brooklyn, to capacity.

“You were my confidant, a faithful 
and loving husband, the greatest dad 
our children could ever wish for and a 
tower of strength to our family,” she said. 
“Though you left us with many tears and 
questions, we must continue our life and 
will see you in paradise.” 

Hawthorne, 57, died Dec. 2 after shoot-
ing himself in the head inside his Golden 
Krust factory in the Bronx, the Daily 
News said. Police recovered the gun and a 
note, but authorities did not reveal what 
the message said. 

Two former employees filed a proposed 
class action lawsuit days later, saying the 
company failed to pay them overtime 
wages, according to the Daily News. 

It said Hawthorne already was facing a 
different overtime lawsuit and significant 
tax debt when he died. 

“You are now in eternal peace. Fret no 
more,” Hawthorne’s son, Haywood Haw-

thorne, a vice president at Golden Krust, 
told mourners. 

In choking back tears, Hawthorne’s 
daughter, Monique Hawthorne, described 
losing her “best friend.” 

“For anyone who knows me, you know 
my dad was my first love,” she said from 
the huge pulpit. “As a father-daughter 
duo, we fit together quite well. He was 
the yin to my yang.”

Monique recalled how her dad once 
told a chef at their house in Jamaica that 
his job depended on his ability to please 
her, since she was the princess,” accord-
ing to the Daily News. 

“I’m sure he was probably joking, but, 
in those circumstances and those unseen 
moments, my father was always protec-
tive, always loving and always support-
ive,” she said.

Hawthorne remembered as 
‘compassionate visionary’

In this March 19, 2013, photo, Lowell Hawthorne, the founder and CEO of 
Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery and Grill, poses for a photo at his company 
in the Bronx borough of New York. Hawthorne died Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017, 
at his factory.  Ricky Flores / The Journal News via Associated Press

City Council Speaker, Melissa 
Mark-Viverito speaks about the 
services offered at the Hurricane 
Evacuee Service Center.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Continued on Page 24
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Barbados
The Barbados government has 

announced that independent produc-
ers interested in supplying electricity 
to the national network will be able to 
apply for licenses by early next year.

Energy Minister Darcy Boyce said 
that recommendations on licensing 
systems for these producers should 
he in hand by the end of the year and 
that proposals for pricing of renewable 
energy would also go 
before the Fair Trad-
ing Commission early 
next year.

He said that recom-
mendations on pric-
ing will be made after stakeholder 
consultations.

Boyce, made the disclosure while 
speaking at a signing ceremony 
between the Division of Energy and 
Enermak Limited to facilitate the 
installation of solar photovoltaic sys-
tems at 28 community centers and 
nine polyclinics.

The project, which will be imple-
mented over the next three months 
forms part of the Disaster Risk and 
Energy Access Management Project 
funded by the Global Environment 
Facility with support from the Unit-
ed Nations Development Program 
(UNDP).

He said its primary objectives are 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
through the use of renewable energy 
and to strengthening Barbados’ disas-
ter risk response by promoting decen-
tralized photovoltaic electricity gen-
eration with battery back-up.

Grenada
The Grenada government wants to 

set up a sex offender 
registry in light of a 
recent killing of nine-
year-old Arilea Bhola 
of Grand Anse, St 
.George.

Minister of Health, Nicholas Steele 
has announced that the Dr. Keith 
Mitchell administration is moving to 
towards the establishment of a sex 
registry to help combat sexual abuse 
in Grenada.

He said that the government has 
concluded that the move could be a 
positive step in helping to curb the 
issue of sex crimes and in particular 
child sexual in the society.

He said the government has heard 
calls from the public for action to be 
taken on the growing sexual abuse 
problem in the country and was giv-
ing support for the sexual offender 
registry.

The government was responding to 
massive public outrage over the rape 
and murder of Bhola by a 17-year-old 
boy. 

Jamaica
The Jamaica government has signed 

a multi-million contract with China 
Harbor Engineering Company (CHEC) 
to undertake a major improvement 
project on Constant Spring Road, St. 
Andrews, which is expected to start 
early in the new year.

Constant Spring Road is the main 
north-south corridor in the Corporate 
Area, but has been deteriorating in 
recent times leading to traffic jams 
and delays.

Speaking at the 
signing ceremony 
recently, Prime Min-
ister Andrew Holness 
said the project will 
cost US$19 million.

He noted that the project is impor-
tant to improve mobility within the 
city and to improve connectivity with 
other parishes.

In addition to the road improvement, 
some 14 intersections will be improved 
and new traffic-control mechanisms 
will also be installed along the cor-
ridor.

China’s Ambassador to Jamaica, Niu 
Quigbao, endorsed the project, say-
ing that the agreement represents a 
deepening of the partnership between 
China and Jamaica.

St. Lucia
The St. Lucia government will invest 

US$5 million into the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States OECS) Com-
petitive Tourism Project.

This was announced by Tourism 
Minister Dominic Fedee who said that 
the Allen Chastanet government had 
agreed to invest US$15 million for the 
project, whose objective is to facili-
tate access and movement of traveler 
through a pilot ferry service, rehabili-
tate select tourism sites such as Fort 
George in Grenada, Fort Charlotte in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines and 
Castries in St. Lucia.

The World Bank earlier this year 
announced it had approved US$26 mil-
lion for the project.

It will help position these countries 
as one multi-island travel destination. 

The tourism minister said that a 
recent Florida Caribbean Cruise Asso-
ciation (FCCA) meeting, one cruise 
line suggested that while 95 percent of 
is passengers who de-board spend only 
20 percent of their time on shore.

Feede said the St. Lucia Tourist 
Board was playing its 
part in marketing the 
destination, which 
has resulted in a 10 
percent increase in 
tourist arrivals.

The Caribbean Tourism Organi-
zation (CTO) has suggested that St. 
Lucia is the second fastest growing 
tourist destination as of September.

St. Vincent
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

Tourism Minister Cecil “Ces” McKie 
has said that the financially-troubled 
Buccament Bay Resort could open as 
early next year.

The resort, which began operating 
in 2011, closed its doors in December 
2016 after its electricity was discon-
nected. 

The state-owned power company 
severed the resort’s 
connection over 
the lack of payment 
amidst weeks of pro-
test by workers over 
the non-payment of wages and com-
plaints by guests about the declining 
quality of service.

Mackie recently told legislators that 
when the resort was operational, it 
had 80 percent occupancy right up to 
closure, the loss of which has impacted 
negatively on the tourism sector, par-
ticularly from the United Kingdom.

St. Kitts
A Barbados-based Caribbean Devel-

opment Bank (CDB) delegation recent-
ly visited St. Kitts 
and Nevis to discuss 
key areas of national 
development priori-
ties and to determine 
the areas of interven-
tion that the CDB could support over 

CARICOM responds to blacklisting
French Ambassador to CARICOM Antoine Joly (L) presenting his credentials to CARICOM Secretary General Irwin LaRocque. See 

story on Page 35.

 CARICOM Secretariat

Continued on Page 16
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TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer deceased shipping to the Caribbean and World Wide

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

Serving the Community with Dignity

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.

Learn more — call  
1-844-430-1699 (TTY 711).

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus is the trade name for HealthPlus HP, LLC, an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health, The Official Health Plan  
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

ENYMKT-0337-17 

Plan for a rainy day today.  
Get your family the insurance they need. 
Empire — health care for every generation. 
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By George Alleyne
Barbados has softened its 

programme of legal rehabilita-
tion for convicted criminals by 
erasing their history in a short-
er time, but while generally 
hailed as a good move, some 
say there remains stigma, and 
blacks are most affected.

The Criminal Records 
(Rehabilitation of Offend-
ers) (Amendment) Bill, 2017, 
that reduces the periods of 
rehabilitation of convicts who 
served their time, after which 
they could apply to have their 
criminal records deleted, or 
expunged, got its final par-
liamentary approval when it 
passed through the Senate 
Wednesday.

It now needs two more steps 
to become law, the signature 
of assent by the governor-gen-
eral, and government’s procla-
mation.

Among the provisions, 
it ensures that persons sen-
tenced to one year or less in 
prison can be rehabilitated in 
three years instead of the seven 
years in the old law; those sen-
tenced for over one year but 
less than three can be reha-
bilitated in five years instead 

of the customary 10 years. 
Those sentenced to more than 
three years imprisonment but 
less than seven years can be 
considered rehabilitated in 10 
years.

The rehabilitation period 
for a non-custodial sentence 
is one year.

But while supporting the 
amendment, Independent Par-
liamentarian Maria Agard 
bemoaned what she saw as 
the nature of Barbados’ soci-
ety where one group dominates 
the low rungs of the country’s 
economic ladder, and said the 
Bill that was passed, “speaks to 
the rehabilitation of the poorest 
among us and … of the poor 
black and primarily male. Our 
reality is that this particular bill 
speaks primarily to people on 
one socio-economic class.”

The Parliamentarian argued, 
“it is a scar and a blot on our 
culture that we live in a society 
where the very poor will find 
themselves as a subject of this 
bill … 99 percent of inmates 
belong to the lower socio-eco-
nomic class, almost to the exclu-
sion of all others.”

She was anyhow happy with 
the amendment because it gives 

these people a fairer chance of 
getting back into society.

“That person must be able to 
throw off the shackles of the his-
tory of the offence that they have 
committed… A thief should not 
be a thief until he dies,” Agard 
said.

But Senator David Durant 
argued that despite the amend-
ments people of this social class 
will still experience difficulty re-
integrating because of what he 
sees as a ‘lack of forgiveness’ in 
Barbadian society.

The Senator said that the 
unwillingness to forgive past law 
breakers who want to change 
their ways in Barbados might 
be responsible for a high level 
of recidivism, or prisoners re-
offending.

“When they come out and go 
to their families, of course the 
families say they have no space 
for you.

“They go on the streets. They 
try to go on the block to feel 
accommodated on the block. 
Maybe during the night some-
where to sleep is yet another 
problem so they maybe are 
under pressure to fall back into 
drugs, fall back into some form 
of criminal activity.” 

Barbados reducing prisoner rehab time

Barbados Senator David Durant. Photo by George Alleyne
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SUPER SATURDAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/21-12/24/2017. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/2/18, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 
YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD may not be: redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account. If a purchase used to accumulate Macy’s Money is returned, your return may result in a reduction of the value of your Macy’s Money 
Reward Card and/or a reduction of your total refund amount. The remaining balance of your Macy’s Money Reward Card will reflect the Macy’s Money amount you qualify for after deducting the returned item(s) from your original purchase amount. See the back of your card for the expiration date. 

WANT BETTER REWARDS?
WANT FREE SHIPPING?
WANT MORE SAVINGS?

Macy’s Cardholders can discover their 
status and the benefits they’re eligible 
for by speaking with a store associate 

or visiting macys.com/starrewards.

MEET THE NEW
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Penguin, Panache, Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, S’well, Tempur-
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Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof; PLUS, ONLINE ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Hurley, Johnston & 
Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount 
or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. Extra savings % applied to reduced prices.

EXTRA 20% OFF
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EXTRA 15% OFF WATCHES, SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, LINGERIE, 
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IN STORE AND SELECT SALE & 
CLEARANCE ITEMS ONLINE
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See below. 

NOW-SUN, DEC. 24NNOW-SUN, DEC. 24
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measures to reduce the crime rate. 
They are focusing on that. We in the 
industry are focusing on going out 
there and marketing the country,” 
he said. This year’s winter arrivals 
are expected to top last year’s 2.1 
million visitors the Gleaner Newspa-
per quoted Robinson as saying.

But people like respected uni-
versity professor Anthony Clayton 
say authorities are simply not doing 
enough to reduce the number of 
murders and to erase Jamaica’s inter-
national stigma as one of the murder 
capitals of the world.

He argues that authorities missed 
all the opportunities to move in and 
wipe out and or imprison gangsters 
in the last seven to eight years so 
they are rampant again and acting 
with impunity sometimes.

“The only thing that ever really 
brought down our rate after 2009 
was the normalization of Tivoli in 
2010. After that happened, the bad 
guys were demoralized. The gangs 
were disrupted and the homicide rate 
fell by 40 percent. What we should 
have done is to go on and normal-
ise every other high-crime commu-
nity in the country, but we let that 
opportunity slip away. I knew that 

we would only have a couple of years 
before the homicide rate started to 
come back up again. That is sadly 
what happened, and now we are 
exactly where we started,” he said.

He was referring to the globally 
reported clashes between security 
forces and heavily armed gangsters 
in Western Kingston when authori-
ties have moved in to flush out  
notorious district don Christopher 
“Dudus” Coke who was wanted 
by American justice for arms and 
drug trafficking. He has since been 
convicted and jailed in the United 
States.

Clayton said the administration 
of Prime Minister Andrew Holness 
must now up the ante on criminals 
in the coming months.

Missed 
opportunities

Continued from Page 1 

ing our children and grandchildren to 
deal with crushing debt. What’s worse, 
good paying jobs will be shipped over-
seas.”

Clarke also said the bill “supports 
Republicans’ trickle-down delusions, 
not analysis or facts.  It was written 
first and foremost for the wealthiest 
one percent, lobbyists and donors, not 
ordinary Americans.  

“Every Republican who voted for 
this legislation will be forced to answer 
why they chose the donor class over 
the working class,” she said. “They’ll 
have to explain why they’ve made cor-
porate tax cuts permanent, while mak-
ing tax cuts for hard-working Ameri-
can families temporary. “The Ameri-
can people will continue to make their 
voices heard and hold Republicans 
accountable for this tax scam. Repub-
licans own this.”

On Tuesday and into the wee hours 
Wednesday, the Republicans moved 
towards notching their first signifi-
cant legislative victory since assuming 
full political control of the House and 
Senate.

The $1.5 trillion tax bill, which is 
expected to head to President Trump’s 
desk in the coming days, will have 
broad effects on the economy, mak-
ing deep and lasting cuts to corporate 
taxes, as well as temporarily lowering 
individual taxes, according to the New 

York Times.
It said the initiative was not without 

hiccups, however, as three small pro-
visions in the final tax bill agreed to 
by the House and Senate were found 
by the Senate parliamentarian to vio-
late the budget rules that Republicans 
must follow to pass their bill through 
a process that shields it from a Demo-
cratic filibuster. 

As a result, the bill changed slightly 
in the Senate, and the House will now 
need to vote on it again since both 
chambers must approve identical leg-
islation. Among the items that were 
deemed out of order was the title of 
the bill: The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, the 
Times said.

It said approval of the bill in the 
House and Senate came over the 
strenuous objections of Democrats, 
who have accused Republicans of giv-
ing a gift to corporations and the 
wealthy and driving up the federal 
debt in the process.

As the final vote approached in the 
Senate, Chuck Schumer of New York, 
the Democratic leader, gave his closing 
argument against the bill and scolded 
his Republican colleagues for talking 
during his remarks on the floor. 

“This is serious stuff,” Schumer 
said. “We believe you’re messing up 
America. You could pay attention for a 
couple of minutes.”

Trickle-down delusion
Continued from Page 1 

Jamaica’s Primer Minister Andrew 
Holness.

Associated Press / Collin Reid
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By Dr Kumar Mahabir
Even academics like me 

who often view certain top-
ics through the lens of race 
sometimes receive nega-
tive attention and judge-
ment. Some people feel that 
speaking or writing ration-
ally about race is counter-
productive and even racist. 

Indo-Caribbean people 
(Indians), in particular, tend 
to receive condemnation 
when they examine topics 
on the basis of race. Indian 
victims are often criticised 
for reporting discrimina-
tion. 

On the other hand, 
Afro-Caribbeans (Africans) 
receive either indifference 
or praise when they discuss 
race. For example, the fol-
lowing comment by a black 
calypsonian, published in a 
Trinidad national newspa-
per, drew praises: “In the 
midst of black conscious-
ness in the 1970s, Bro Supe-
rior told black people ‘No 
matter where yuh born, Yuh 
still African’” (Guardian 
Nov. 12, 2017).

Discussing race objective-
ly with empirical data and 
statistical evidence is not 
racist. Racism is the belief 
that another race of peo-
ple is inferior. This attitude 
results in discrimination, 
antagonism and domination 
individually, politically, eco-
nomically and otherwise.

Race, ethnicity, class, sex, 
religion, nationality, geog-
raphy, etc. are valid, legiti-
mate and appropriate social 
categories of difference in 
examining historical and 
contemporary issues. Why 
should someone who talks 
objectively about race be 
criticised as a racist? Should 
we also condemn someone 
who uses sex as a mode of 

inquiry as being sexist? To 
do so would be ignorant, 
biased and unfair.

In a recent public broad-
cast, the prime minister 
of multi-racial Trinidad 
and Tobago (T&T) advised 
some citizens “not to see 
race in everything we do” 
(Express Sept. 22, 2017). 
This ill-informed statement 
was made in relation to the 
mixed responses he received 
when he appealed to citi-
zens to open their homes to 
displaced Dominican refu-
gees who were devastated by 
Hurricane Maria.

On the contrary, people 
should be encouraged to 
“see race” as well as sex 
(gender), class, national-
ity, geography and types 
of social identity. Studying 
race can reveal differences 
in the form of disparities, 
disadvantages, inequalities, 
power and privilege which 
have structured human life 
in the past and present. To 
overlook race would be to 
ignore the elephant in the 
room.

Criminologist and social 
psychologist Dr. Ramesh 
Deosaran wrote a book 
entitled “Inequality, Crime 
& Education in Trinidad 
and Tobago: Removing the 
Masks” (2016). He found 
that there was a toxic rela-

tionship among race, class, 
gender, family and geog-
raphy, resulting in African 
students performing the 
worst in the education sys-
tem. 

Deosaran wrote: “Wit-
tingly or unwittingly, the 
education system, to a large 
extent, becomes a racially 
segregated system. And with 
academic achievement also 
stratified by race” (page 
163). His data showed that 
while 47 percent of African 
students went to university 
three years after second-
ary school, as much as 72 
percent of Indians did so, 
and 49 percent of the mixed 
group also attended. 

Prospective students of 
Whitman College in the USA 
are encouraged to enrol in 
its Race and Ethnic Studies 
programme. They are told 
that “ideas about race and 
ethnicity have been central 
at many points in world 
history and remain sali-
ent today, whether we talk 
about ethnic pride or ethnic 
cleansing, about multicul-
tural diversity or racial dis-
crimination.”

Race and ethnicity are 
often used interchange-
ably. However, race refers 
to biological features (bone 
structure, facial features, 
hair texture, skin colour, 
etc.) and ethnicity denotes 
cultural traits (history, cus-
toms, religion, family-type, 
values, music, food, etc.). 

In the Caribbean Exami-
nation Council (CXC) CSEC 
Social Studies syllabus, 
Section A (Individual, Fam-
ily and Society) comprises 
of a content section that 
explains characteristics of 
the population. These char-
acteristics include age, sex, 

By Albert Saint Jean
The morning after Donald 

Trump was elected into office, 
I was on the No. 2 train from 
Brooklyn, heading to Immigra-
tion Court on Varick Street — I 
am an organizer for the Black 
Alliance for Just Immigration 
(BAJI). The election results and 
dreary weather were mirrored 
in the facial expressions of the 
people on the train, most of 
them West Indian immigrants 
from Flatbush. Although the 
train was packed, the silence 
was profound. 

When I arrived at the court, 
I met with a defendant named 
Kevin, a Jamaican immigrant 
who came to the United States 
when he was just three years 
old and hasn’t gone back since. 
His mother was deported a 
few years ago and his undocu-
mented status has kept him in 
the shadows, making steady 
employment and stable hous-
ing hard to come by. He has 
been in and out of homeless 
shelters since the late 2000’s, 
so having to survive on the 
streets, he accrued two misde-
meanors, and once pled guilty 
at the behest of his public 
defender to a false charge.

Fortunately, Kevin was able 
to get representation from 
Brooklyn Defender Services 
(BDS) through the city’s New 
York Immigrant Family Unity 
Project (NYIFUP). They put 
up a strong defense and by 
the next hearing, Kevin was 
released. 

Although Kevin isn’t out of 
the woods yet, the defense he 
got thanks to NYIFUP, kept 
him from being deported to a 
country where he has few fam-
ily ties. In a city where over-
policing acutely affects black 
and brown communities, NYI-
FUP is now one of the few buff-
ers between the undocument-
ed and Trump’s agenda. In its 
first two and one-half years, 
NYIFUP has provided deporta-
tion defense to 256 immigrants 
from the following English - 
and French or Creole-speaking 
Caribbean countries (in order 
of frequency): Jamaica, Haiti, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, 
Barbados, Belize, St. Vincent, 
St. Lucia, French Guiana, St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Grenada, Brit-
ish Virgin Islands, and Baha-
mas.

Undocumented migrants 
are not entitled to government-
funded legal representation 
and they often don’t receive 
due process. NYIFUP fills an 
important gap, helping to keep 
the immigrant community 
safe. 

I have found that those we 
work with who have orders of 
removal on criminal grounds 
are usually non-violent, low-
level offenders. One does not 
need to have been convicted to 
get on ICE’s radar and many 
who are currently detained 
were identified by ICE the 
moment they were arrested 
and fingerprinted. 

NYC immigrants’ 
lives rely on legal 

representation in court 

OP-EDS

Why we should
talk about race

Discussing race 
objectively with 

empirical data and 
statistical evidence 

is not racist. 
Racism is the 

belief that another 
race of people is 

inferior.
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It is now permanently 
recorded in American history 
that 98 percent of women in 
Alabama denied Republican 
Roy Moore a seat in the Unit-
ed States Senate. 

The outcome was tight, 
close to the very end of the 
special elections, amidst 
mounting allegations of sex-
ual misconduct and a whole 
slew of accusations from pur-
portedly exploiting youths — 
now adult white women, the 
Donald Trump — endorsed 
replacement for Jeff Sessions 
in the reddest of red territo-
ries in America did not pre-
vail.

One year ago, Trump swept 
the state winning Alabama by 
nearly 30 points. 

But that was 2016. 
Politics has changed in 

2017 and the race and gender 
combination factored heavily.

Perhaps after 25 years of 
losing in Alabama, the under-
served populous has mobi-
lized and successfully placed 
Methodist Democrat Doug 
Jones into national spotlight.

It was no easy task.
Republicans claimed the 

blood-red, conservative 

strong-hold, dominating the 
political agenda for a quarter 
of a century.

For a segment, business as 
usual was the order of the 
day, white women turned out 
in droves to elect the alleged 
child molester and sexual 
predator. 

Sixty-three per cent of 
white women were willing to 
overlook all the damning alle-
gations in order to put Moore 
in charge.

Among evangelical white 
women, the number was even 
higher, 76 percent showed up 
at the polls to ensure a Moore 
perfect union. (sic)

But for the formerly under-
represented women, Dec. 12 
presented an opportunity 
for change and a moment to 
reclaim their time.

Alabama has been notori-
ously associated with embrac-
ing voter suppression, ger-
rymandering, and economic 

disenfranchisement.
Bloody Sunday in Selma 

occurred there 52 years ago.
In 1963, while confined in 

a Birmingham city jail, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. wrote 
his now-famous “Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail.”

“I am in Birmingham 
because injustice is here ...I 
am cognizant of the interre-
latedness of all communities 
and states. I cannot sit idly 
by in Atlanta and not be con-
cerned about what happens in 
Birmingham. Injustice any-
where is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”

That same year on Sept. 
16, the 16th Street Baptist 
Church was bombed. 

It was regarded as an act 
committed by white suprema-
cists.

Described by Dr. King as 
“one of the most vicious and 
tragic crimes ever perpetrated 
against humanity,” the explo-

sion at the church killed four 
girls and injured 22 others.

Reportedly, four members 
of the Ku Klux Klan planted 
at least 15 sticks of dynamite 
attached to a timing device 

beneath the steps located on 
the east side of the church. 

 George C. Wallace was a 
four-time governor of Ala-
bama and three-time presi-

Black ‘Bama women reclaiming their time

In this March 7, 2015 fi le photo, former President Barack 
Obama, center, holds hands with Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., 
left, and Amelia Boynton Robinson, right, who were both 
beaten during “Bloody Sunday,” as they walk across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., for the 50th anniversary 
of “Bloody Sunday.” Associated Press / Jacquelyn Martin, File
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NYIFUP’s success has been proven. 
In a recent evaluation, the Vera Insti-
tute of Justice found that having legal 
representation in deportation proceed-
ings can increase the likelihood of suc-
cess for clients who otherwise would 
have gone unrepresented. Without NYI-
FUP, immigrant New Yorkers who could 
not afford a lawyer had only a 4 percent 
success rate in court. With NYIFUP the 
success rate increases to 48 percent. 
If those numbers indicate anything, 

it’s that the city should be seeking to 
invest more into the program. Without 
NYIFUP, immigrant New Yorkers and 
their families are left alone to navigate 
an unfamiliar system rife with discrimi-
nation and language barriers. Without 
access to legal representation, many 
immigrants will opt not to show up to 
court in order to avoid being taken into 
custody by ICE. 

If New York is to live up to the image 
of a progressive and diverse society it 
professes to be, it must also support 
policies and programs reflecting that, 

NYC immigrants’ lives rely on 
legal representation in court 

Continued from Page 10 

occupation, religion and ethnicity. In 
the CXC CAPE Sociology syllabus under 
Unit 1, Module 3, Social Stratification 
is conceptualised according to status 
mobility, gender, class, colour, caste, 
race and ethnicity.

The topic of race and ethnicity is 
studied not only in sociology but also in 
history, anthropology, cultural studies, 
visual culture, media, literature, com-
munication, law, health, human rights, 
gender, political science, economics, 
geography, public policy, international 
relations, social psychology, etc. 

In a research paper entitled “Under-

standing race and crime in Trinidad 
and Tobago,” criminologist Dr. Randy 
Seepersad (2017) found that most of the 
murderers, victims, accused and pris-
oners are Africans. His disaggregated 
data demonstrated that most of the 
violent crimes are committed by blacks 
against blacks.

In 2011, former National Security 
Minister John Sandy said, “We must 
recognise that it is people looking like 
me who are being murdered, mothers 
like my mother, God rest her soul, who 
are out there weeping more than any 
other race” (Express Sep 3, 2011).

Race and ethnicity
Continued from Page 10 

By Azad Ali
Six Caribbean states — Anguilla, 

Antigua and Barbuda, Bermuda, Cay-
man Islands, Montserrat and St. Kitts 
— have been declared by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) as having 
eliminated mother-to-child transmis-
sion of HIV and syphilis. 

This was revealed by St. Kitts and 
Nevis Prime Minister Timothy Harris 
who said the elimination is the result 
of the strong political commitment to 
public health and of making the health 
of mothers, children and families a 
regional priority.

He said this is an amazing achieve-
ment given the high rates of HIV in the 
past and “we intend to improve on this 
success story even more in the future.”

Over the last six years the Caribbean 

has succeeded in reducing new HIV 
infections in children by more than 
half.

Director of the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) and regional 
director of the Americas of WHO, Car-
issa Etienne said in a statement to mark 
World Aids Day; “This elimination is a 
remarkable achievement that puts the 
Americas at the forefront of the global 
effort to ensure that no child is born 
with HIV or congenital syphilis. With 
political commitment, stronger health 
systems and timely prevention, diagno-
sis and treatment, we can achieve great 
changes.”

UNAIDS has congratulated the six 
states and territories on this important 
achievement, said Michel Sidibe, execu-
tive director of UNAIDS.

Six Caribbean states eliminate 
mother-to-child transmission 

of HIV, syphilis
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By Nelson A. King
When Hurricane Irma swept 

across the Caribbean in Sep-
tember inflicting catastrophic 
damage to several islands, a 
19-year-old radio reporter in 
Anguilla continued to broad-
cast during the worst of the 
Category 5 storm, according 
to reports.

Nisha Dupuis recounted the 
experience to the United States 
National Public Radio’s (NPR) 
Robin Young a few days after 
the broadcast. She stayed on 
the air and tried to reassure 
Radio Anguilla listeners during 
the hurricane as storm shut-
ters covering the station build-
ing flapped in the background, 
NPR said.

It said Young checked back 
in with Dupuis this week, who 
said Anguilla has made sig-
nificant progress towards a full 
recovery.

“The people of Anguilla have 
proven to be quite resilient 
after Hurricane Irma,” Dupuis 
said. “Our restoration is still 
ongoing, but for the most part, 
you can see that the island 
is looking up. We do operate 
on a single economy —tour-
ism being our main source of 
income — and we were able 

to reopen for this tourist sea-
son.”

Irma “substantially dam-
aged” nearly 90 percent of 
government buildings and the 
island’s electricity infrastruc-
ture, according to the Interna-
tional Organization for Migra-
tion. 

The Anguilla electricity com-
pany said on its Facebook page 
that 87 percent of power has 
been restored on the island, 
and the utility expects remain-
ing areas to be restored in the 
next three to five days, accord-
ing to NPR.

It said that, after the storm 
hammered the island, Anguil-
lan parliamentary secretary 
Cardigan Connor called 2017 a 
“bittersweet” year.

“We had stellar visitor 
growth through August, up 21 
percent from the U.S. alone, 
and we were on track for a 
record year until Sept. 6 kicked 
in everything — windows, 
doors, roofs, homes, electric-
ity, roads, businesses, hotels,” 
he said in October.

Nearly 30 small hotels, 
apartments and guesthouses 
have reopened or are planning 
to reopen for the holiday sea-
son, while the island’s major 

resorts, including Belmond 
Cap Juluca and the Four Sea-
sons, plan to reopen sometime 
next year, NPR said.

Since the hotel industry is a 
main driver of Anguilla’s econ-
omy, Dupuis said many people 
have had to leave to find jobs, 
according to NPR.

“With the major hotels 
not opening up until perhaps 
sometime next year, a lot of 
people because of unemploy-
ment have of course had to seek 
jobs perhaps in the UK [United 
Kingdom] or elsewhere,” she 
said. “We’re hopeful that by 
next year when the most of the 
reconstruction starts to hap-
pen that a lot of people will of 
course come back home.”

The UK government recent-
ly approved a US$93 million 
aid package for its Caribbean 
territories, with the majority 
of that money going to Anguil-
la to repair the ferry terminal 
to St. Martin and other infra-
structure, Dupuis told NPR. 

The UK had faced criticism 
for its slow response to the dis-
aster, NPR said.

“Our main challenge is to 
get our people through the 
next six months,” Connor said 
after the storm. “Our annual 

budget is US$200 million. The 
damage from Irma is more 
than that.”

Recovery across the Carib-

bean has been scattered, as 
several islands bore the brunt 
of both Hurricane Irma and 
Maria, NPR said. 

Anguilla bounces back after hurricane season

In this undated photo provided by the Ministry of Defence 
on Friday, Sept. 8, 2017, taken from a Royal Navy helicop-
ter, a RLC Mexefl ote approaches Sandy Bay Village beach, 
in Anguilla loaded with the 2 JCBs, 1 fl atbed lorry, fork lift 
truck, BV 206 multi terrain vehicle, a Land Rover and a mo-
bile generator.  Royal Navy/Ministry of Defence via Associated Press
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phone and receive an instant $110 rebate off regular purchase price. Limit five (5) per account/household. Instant Rebates: Provided in form of credit against regular purchase price at time of sale and have no cash value. See store associate for complete details. Sales tax not included and is collected in accordance with state and local laws. 
Certain restrictions apply. Offer available while supplies last. No rain checks. General: Not all phones or features available on all service plans. Coverage and services not available everywhere. Rates, services, coverage, and features subject to change. Phone selection and availability may vary. Screen images simulated and subject to change. 
MetroPCS features and services for personal use only. See store or metropcs.com for details, coverage maps, restrictions and Terms and Conditions of Service (including arbitration provision). MetroPCS related brands, product names, company names, trademarks, service marks, and other intellectual property are the exclusive properties of 
T-Mobile USA, Inc. All other brands, product names, company names, trademarks, service marks, and other intellectual property are the properties of their respective owners. Copyright ©2017 T-Mobile USA, Inc.  
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the period 2017-2021.
CDB director of economic, Dr. Jus-

tin Ram said in a statement said, 
“given the priorities that have been 
identified during the visit, the CDB is 
likely to support St. Kitts and Nevis in 
key areas of national development that 
are critical for economic growth and 
social development.”

The CDB said the team held talks 
with officials from the public and pri-
vate sector and the discussions also 
focused on the country’s key develop-
ment challenges and the role and work 
of other development partners who 
provide support to the Federation.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister 

Dr. Keith Rowley said that more and 
more people will die as a result of the 
Opposition United National Congress 
(UNC) refusal to support the anti-gang 
bill in Parliament last week.

After a 14-hour marathon debate on 
the Anti-Gang legislation the Oppo-
sition voted against the bill, which 
angered Rowley who said he was sur-

prised that the government did not get 
the support to pass the bill.

Trinidad and Tobago was still without 
a law to deal with the country’s 211 gangs 
and 2,459 gang members.

The bill was meant to maintain public 
safety and order through discouraging 
membership in criminal gangs and sup-
pression of criminal gang activity.

Despite amendments to government 
and opposition proposals, both were locked 
on a “sunset clause” period by which time 
the bill would end and be reviewed.

Government wanted 
five years, but the opposi-
tion proposed l8 months.

But there were also 
some draconian measures 
which the Opposition wanted to remove 
from the bill.

The prime minister accused Opposition 
leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar and her 
gang of voting to maintain the status quo, 
where those who are recruiting children in 
schools are arming them with guns, tak-
ing them from their mother’s breast and 
putting them on the streets to kill inno-
cent citizens.

— Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued fromPage 4 
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Caribbean children in need 
after deadly hurricanes

By Nelson A. King
Three months after two catego-

ry-5 hurricanes tore through the 
Caribbean, thousands of children 
across the region still need support, 
the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) said on Wednesday, Dec. 
13.

“Even before the hurricanes hit, 
UNICEF was on the ground, working 
with governments and local part-
ners to prepare communities and 
preposition humanitarian supplies 
for the areas at highest risk” said 
Maria Cristina Perceval, UNICEF 
regional director for Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

“These included life-saving sup-
plies that were most needed dur-
ing the immediate response when 
access to clean water, shelter and 
basic social services were scarce,” 
she added. 

The UN said Irma, the most pow-
erful hurricane ever recorded in 
the Atlantic Ocean, caused extensive 
damage to the islands of the Eastern 
Caribbean, Haiti and Cuba.

Hurricane Maria then wrought 
additional damage across the region, 
with UNICEF estimating that, 
together, they left 350,000 children 
in need of humanitarian assistance, 
the UN said. 

“Three months on, UNICEF is 
still on the ground in these coun-

tries and territories, working on 
programs to support children and 
families in rebuilding their lives and 
returning to a sense of normalcy,” 
Perceval said. 

However, she said challenges 
remain, with many of the most vul-
nerable families still feeling the 
effects of the storms.

Perceval said over 35 per cent 
of Dominica’s children – particu-
larly those in shelters – are still 
not enrolled in education activi-
ties; while, in Antigua and Barbuda, 
many families remain in shelters, 
unable to return to Irma-wrecked 
Barbuda. 

Working in collaboration with 
governments and non-governmental 
organizations, UNICEF said it has 
been providing immediate humani-
tarian relief and working to ensure 
longer term recovery and resilience. 

“While life is returning to normal 
for many, children and families who 
have lived through these storms will 
need committed, sustained support 
to get their homes, communities 
and lives back on track,” Perceval 
said.

UNICEF said it is collaborating with 
its partners in supporting communi-
ties through programs focused on 
recovery and resilience in Anguilla, 
Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin 
Islands, Cuba, Dominica and Haiti.
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rd e n C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  M i neo l a ,  N Y  11501
P lea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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By George Alleyne
A Barbadian heirloom has 

been sold, unadvertised and 
reportedly for less than its 
value but a week into the sur-
prise announcement citizens 
of this island are yet to hear 
from government reasons for 
secrecy and why the giveaway 
price.

Though it carries an inter-
national brand, the Hilton 
Barbados is — or was — a 
majority state-owned compa-
ny that had been in the hands 
of taxpayers since independ-
ence in 1966, and for this 
reason Barbadians over 50 
years regarded it as symbolic 
of nationhood.

Government had announced 
an intention to sell the prop-
erty as part of a means of 
rebuilding its foreign exchange 
reserves, but it was the private 
Nation Newspapers which last 
week broke the news that this 
prime property had been sold 
for Bds$160 million (Bds1 = 
50 cents US) to London and 
Regional Properties, an English 
property management firm.

Government has since nei-
ther denied nor confirmed the 
sale with Minister of Finance 

Chris Sinckler brushing off 
queries on the matter, only 
offering a vague promise to 
speak on related issues some-
time soon.

Announcing in May the 
plan to sell the 350-room hotel 
during the 2017-2018 budget 
presentation, Sinckler had 
said that recent valuations 
had put the property at $200 
million, and “if a successful 
bid is accepted, government is 
expecting to receive no less 
than Bds$100 million as the 
net proceeds from the sale, tak-
ing into account the liquida-
tion of existing debt liabilities 
attached to the property”.

But the newspaper’s revela-
tions not only indicated that 
the hotel was sold without 
Barbadians being aware of any 
advertisement, but the $200 
million estimated value of the 
property is said to be way off 
from the true worth.

The hotel owes some Bds$27 
million in shares and invest-
ment to the National Insurance 
Scheme (NIS), the public fund 
for workers’ unemployment, 
sick benefits, and pension.

Administrators of the NIS 
had reportedly carried out an 

independent study of the pro-
posed Hilton sale and conclud-
ed that the hotel in fact has a 
book value of BDS$253 mil-
lion. This valuation figure was 
estimated before $11 million in 
refurbishment work was done 
earlier this year. That renova-
tion is believed to increase the 
property’s book value.

Additionally, the finance 
minister’s calculations on the 
net proceeds after meeting lia-
bilities to be at Bds$100 million 
are said to be inaccurate.

When NIS shares and loan 
are added to other loans to this 
hotel, which was rebuilt for a 
2005 re-opening, the total liabil-
ity amounts to $127 that has to 
be subtracted from the reported 
$160 million sale figure.

This means government is 
in fact left with only some $33 
million.

Such paltry takings from this 
property that once stood among 
independence jewels of Barbadi-
ans prompted Opposition par-
liamentarian, Ronald Toppin to 
call on Sinckler to “come clean 
and tell the public what are the 
circumstances that have led his 
government to give away this 
flagship property.”

Barbadians query Hilton sale

Barbados Minister of Finance, Chris Sinckler.
 Photo by George Alleyne

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 
25% OFF

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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718.866.3636
kristalautomall.com

Kristal Auto Mall is an authorized
Chevy, Buick, GMC and Cadillac dealer. 
Come see our dealer-wide selection of 

pre-owned vehicles, available now!Chevrolet-Cadillac Showroom
5200 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Buick-GMC Showroom
5226 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Consumer Affairs # Buick/GMC: 1189038 and Chevy/Cadillac: 1015293. Financing thru GM Financial. To well qual buyers w/approved Tier 1 Credit (750+ FICO). Not all buyers will qual. See dlr for details. Price(s) incl(s) all costs to be paid by consumer, except for tax, title, lic costs, reg fees, dlr fees & optional equip extra. Pics are illustrative only. All manufacturer incentives applied. Must take same day
delivery from in-stock. Due to demand & availability, not all vehicles may be available at arrival, other similar like vehicles maybe avail. *On select models. See dealer for details. This ad is coupon & must be presented at time of signing. Special offers cannot be combined. See dlr for complete details. Offers end 12/31/17. DMV# Buick/GMC: 7098819 and Chevy/Cadillac: 7059799.

MODEL CLOSEOUT! REMAINING 2017s
TAKE YOURS HOME TODAY!

MAY APPLY FOR GM LESSEES, 
NON-GM LESSEES, AND  COSTCO MEMBERS...

SAVINGS OF   $2000!*

ADDITIONAL INCENTIVES

  2017 Buick Enclave AWD
MSRP: $51,165 SPECIAL $42,995
Stk#8198, Black, Auto, AWD, V6, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav

2017 Buick Enclave AWD
MSRP: $53,760 SPECIAL $44,760
Stk#8595, White Frost, Auto, AWD, V6, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav & DVD

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $40,890 SPECIAL $29,984
Stk#8358, Black, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Leather

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $43,065 SPECIAL $31,984
Stk#8468, Silver, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $47,960 SPECIAL $35,960
Stk#8507, Black, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SP Pkg, Premium II Pkg

2017 Buick Envision AWD
MSRP: $45,815 SPECIAL $33,984
Stk#8606, Gray, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SN Pkg, Premium I Pkg

2017 Buick LaCrosse
MSRP: $43,125 SPECIAL $40,460
Stk#8307, Silver, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SL Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 Buick LaCrosse AWD
MSRP: $48,970 SPECIAL $42,359
Stk#8353, Black, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SP Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 Buick LaCrosse AWD
MSRP: $49,570 SPECIAL $46,555
Stk#8350, White Frost, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1SP Pkg, Nav & Leather

2017 GMC Acadia AWD
MSRP: $47,715 SPECIAL $40,558
Stk#8381, White Frost, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLT1, All Terrain, 5-Pass

2017 GMC Acadia AWD
MSRP: $35,375 SPECIAL $29,669
Stk#8656, White, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLE1

2017 GMC Acadia AWD
MSRP: $43,345 SPECIAL $36,646
Stk#8708, Red, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLE2 & Sun Rf

2017 GMC Acadia Limited AWD
MSRP: $49,295 SPECIAL $43,501
Stk#8401, Silver, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Nav 

2017 GMC Acadia Limited AWD
MSRP: $51,315 SPECIAL $45,369
Stk#8514, White Frost, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Nav & DVD

2017 GMC Canyon AWD
MSRP: $39,795 SPECIAL $36,984
Stk#8727, Black, Auto, AWD, V6, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Crew Cab, Nightfall Edition

2017 GMC Sierra 1500 AWD
MSRP: $49,440 SPECIAL $41,333
Stk#8447, Gray, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, SLE, Double Door

2017 GMC Yukon XL AWD
MSRP: $75,805 SPECIAL $63,805
Stk#8709, Black, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Denali 

2017 Chevrolet Cruze Hatch
MSRP: $26,135 SPECIAL $19,069
Stk#A7696, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, LT Pkg, RS Pkg 

2017 Chevrolet Cruze Sedan
MSRP: $23,870 SPECIAL $17,542
Stk#A8193, Blue, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, LT Pkg, Conv Pkg 

2017 Chevrolet Cruze Sedan
MSRP: $23,475 SPECIAL $17,147
Stk#A8195, Tan, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, LT Pkg, Conv Pkg 

2017 Chevrolet Malibu Hybrid
MSRP: $30,840 SPECIAL $23,883
Stk#A7412, White, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, Hybrid

2017 Chevrolet Malibu
MSRP: $28,440 SPECIAL $21,987
Stk#A7331, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Sun Rf

2017 Chevrolet Malibu
MSRP: $27,290 SPECIAL $21,426
Stk#A7637, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Conv Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Malibu
MSRP: $27,390 SPECIAL $21,526
Stk#A7916, Red, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Conv Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 AWD
MSRP: $46,100 SPECIAL $35,957
Stk#A7143, White, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Allstar Edition, Dbl Dr

2017 Chevrolet Suburban AWD
MSRP: $63,000 SPECIAL $54,926
Stk#A7963, Black, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Midnight Edt, Sun Rf & Nav

2017 Chevrolet Suburban AWD
MSRP: $62,865 SPECIAL $54,791
Stk#A7990, Gray, Auto, AWD, V8, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Sun Rf & Nav

2017 Chevrolet Trax
MSRP: $23,795 SPECIAL $17,546
Stk#A7884, White, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Trax AWD
MSRP: $25,745 SPECIAL $19,089
Stk#A7938, White, Auto, FWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg, Conv Pkg

2017 Chevrolet Trax AWD
MSRP: $25,295 SPECIAL $18,687
Stk#A8001, White, Auto, AWD, 4-Cyl, 4-Dr, P/S/ABS, A/C, 1LT Pkg

...

2017 Ch l t M lib H

UP TO
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By Tangerine Clarke
The motto of the Queen’s 

College of Guyana High School 
is — Lawful and Helpful Eve-
rywhere — a dictum that has 
held true to the stellar work 
the former students continue 
to do, and demonstrated with 
humility on Dec. 9, when the 
New York Alumni Chapter ded-
icated its service to humanity 
by volunteering at Calvary’s 
Mission Food Panty in Rich-
mond Hill, Queens.

The organizing committee, 
led by Sherrilyn McPherson, 
included Patrick Stephens, 
Corrine Locke, (whose brilliant 
idea it was) — Selwyn Hestick, 
Karen Wharton, president, and 
others, who participated in the 
Day of Service initiative, vol-
unteering to pack and share 
nourishing food at the pantry, 
that serves many underprivi-
leged citizens every Saturday.

“We at QC have a tradition 
of giving back, especially at 
Christmas time. We recognize 
the great work that is being 
done, not only in helping at 
home but here, and being a 
part of the community in the 
spirit of giving,” said McPher-
son.

Wearing tee shirts embla-
zoned with the school’s logo, 
and the word ‘Volunteer,’ the 
group organised food stations, 
and later packed the bags and 
carts of hungry New York-
ers, who McPherson said, the 
organization was honored to 
serve, and commended Tony 
Singh, founder of Calvary’s 

Food Pantry, for giving his 
time 365 days a year to help 
others.

The QCAANY which con-
tinually plans programs such 
as the annual Math Institute 
to help students develop their 
adeptness towards STEM 
accomplishment, and the stu-
dent conference that reaches 

approximately 200 students 
from Queen’s College and other 
Georgetown schools each year 
— has demonstrated its com-
mitment to education.

Wharton said the 27-year-
old alumni association was part 
of the community. “We really 
want to feel and be an integral 
part of this community and 
Guyana. We are immensely 
impressed with what Tony is 
doing, and we want to do what-
ever we can to the best of our 
ability, and to shine a spotlight 
on what he is doing to encour-
age other organizations to also 
participate. 

“We are building a commu-
nity, and it is also important 
that we help each other. We are 
our brothers and sisters’ keep-
er, and we demonstrate that to 
the entire Guyanese communi-
ty, said Wharton, adding, I am 
very proud of the organizing 
committee for implementing 
this effort, all we had to do, is 
show up.” 

Wharton thanked Lorraine 
Croft-Farnell, president of the 
St. Rose High School Alumni 
Association, NY, and others, 
who responded to the call to 
volunteer. “We are grateful 

to everyone who came out to 
volunteer, to whom much is 
given, much is expected. QC 
students have been given lots 
of opportunity in Guyana and 
we feel we owe our community 
more than a mode of gratitude. 
We thank Tony for opening his 
doors. We are grateful to be 
working side by side with him 
to help our community.”

Patrick Stephens pointed 
out that there is not enough 
“we can do to help others who 
are less fortunate, whether 
they’re homeless or hungry. I 
am very happy to be here.”

Consul General Barbara 
Atherly, who participated in 
the “day of service and appre-
ciation Christmas party,” 
acknowledged those who vol-
unteered, stating, “there are 
people still in the business 
of giving, often times we are 
caught-up with work, but it 
is important to remember the 
needy.” 

Singh who opened the pantry 
in January 2000 to feed a few 
needy citizens, has seen the num-
bers grow to scores of people in 
the community, who, sun, snow 
or rain arrive at Calvary’s Mission 
Food Pantry to be served. 

QCAANY Chapter brings Christmas cheer to food pantry 

QCAANY at Calvary’s Mission Food Pantry in Queens. 
Second from left front row, Consul General Hon. Barbara 
Atherly, Tony Singh, Sherrilyn McPherson, old student of St. 
Rose’s old girl, Brenda Brentt-Peterns and Patrick Stephens. 
Stooping, Karen Wharton, president of QCAANY, Carlotta 
Waterman, and other volunteers.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

By Nelson A. King 
In a very emotional tribute 

Friday evening, Sherill-Ann 
Mason Haywood eulogized her 
late husband and prominent 
Vincentian community activist 
Maxwell Iwaki Haywood, recall-
ing when they first met to his 
last active days in the commu-
nity in New York.

“As many of you here know, 
Maxwell had a very endearing 
personality. He was a genuine 
individual with a pure heart. He 
was one who gave you his undi-
vided attention and always had 
something positive to share or 
say, even if it wasn’t what you 
wanted to hear at the time,” 
said Mrs. Haywood, director of 
the SEEK (Search for Education 
Elevation and Knowledge) pro-
gram for students of disadvan-
taged backgrounds at Brooklyn’s 
Medgar Evers College, in her 
eulogy at St. Gabriel’s Episco-
pal (Anglican) Church on Haw-
thorne Street in Brooklyn. 

“Maxwell was certainly a per-
son who told it like it is, forceful-
ly when needed, but always with 

a good heart, hoping that, with 
time, the individual would be able 
to see the logic and well-thought 
out words of wisdom, advice or 
caution,” added Mrs. Haywood, 
who had worked closely with 
her husband in the Brooklyn-
based St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Diaspora Committee of 
New York, Inc. “It was as though 
Maxwell was prophetic, seeing 
things long before most people 
were able to capture the essence 
of his message. It was often in 
the quiet of self-reflection that 
his words resonated most and 
made perfect sense. 

“Maxwell accepted persons for 
who they were and always sought 
to be inclusive. This made him a 
natural people magnet,” contin-
ued Mrs. Haywood in the trib-
ute, punctuated with standing 
ovations. “It was this magnetic 
quality that drew me and so 
many others to him in 1998 at 
the United Nations World Youth 
Forum in Portugal, where I first 
met him. 

“There was an immediate 
attraction because of his intel-

lect and passion for youth devel-
opment,” she said. “To be hon-
est, it didn’t hurt that he was 
a young, confident Black man 
from my homeland, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. We had 
several opportunities to discuss 
policy issues and global youth 
programs, and the working of 
his mind intrigued me, and I 
found myself seeking him out to 
strategize about the language we 
wanted to make its way into the 
final document.”

Mrs. Haywood described her 
husband as “a great teacher,” 
who had “willingly shared vital 
information and resources to 
increase my understanding of 
the issues. 

“In fact, this is who Maxwell 
was every day,” she said. “He was 
always happy to share from his 
treasure throve of knowledge. 
What I did not yet know was that 
he was a human computer. 

“Maxwell was one of those rare 
persons who studied religiously 
– not because he had to but 
because he loved to,” she added. 
“He was so well read that speak-

ing with authority on countless 
matters came naturally. Luckily, 
he was not an information hoard 
and willingly shared informa-
tion with anyone who wanted or 
needed it. 

“In fact, once Maxwell knew 
of your interest, he would readily 

share what he knew with you,” 
she continued. “The Internet 
made his life so much easier, as 
he would flood you with infor-
mation that was targeted to your 
particular interests, with the 
hope that it would make your 
work or life better.” 

Widow eulogizes prominent 
Vincentian activist

Sherrill-Ann Haywood eulogizes her husband. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
It’s a good deed for the holi-

days.
Several of the city’s homeless 

enjoyed a thrilling shopping 
experience at the second annu-
al Pop-Up Care Shop at Park 
Avenue Thorpe in the Bronx 
on Dec. 16. The two Jamaican-
American women behind the 
shop — Kadia Blagrove and 
Kydee Williams, started it last 
year as a way to give back to 
the needy especially during the 

holidays. Many people loved the 
experience so much the first 
time, they returned this year.

“The shoppers love this. 
We had one shopper from last 
year who said it was really nice 
because they don’t get to shop 
all the time and we love hear-
ing that,” said Blagrove. 

For about four hours, dozens 
of people came in and shopped 
away, she added. 

The duo collects donat-
ed clothing throughout the 

year, and hold drives in the 
weeks before for the pop-up 
in preparation. This year they 
had more than 50 large bags 
of donated items and together 
sifted through various cloth-
ing, from shoes, dresses, pants, 
and even accessories. The shop 
offers high quality clothing 
that can be worn for interviews 
and other special events. It is 
important for people in need to 
also have access to nice cloth-
ing because often times, the 

poor are expected to accept 
undesirable clothing.

“We wanted to reject stand-
ards that homeless people that 
are given clothes have to just 
take whatever they can get,” 
said Blagrove. “We spend time 
meticulously choosing cloth-
ing that we would actually 
wear or buy.”

And setting up the shop, 
they bring in clothing racks 
and shopping baskets to rep-
licate that shopping feel, and 
even have stylists on hand to 
assist them throughout. The 
Pop-Up Care Shop is particular 
in magnifying this because it 
provides some sense of normal-
cy for the disadvantaged, and 

that is one of many reasons the 
pair wanted to create it.

“Just living in New York, 
I see homeless people all the 
time and we just wanted to do 
something to help alleviate the 
homeless and empower them, 
even if it was just for one day,” 
said Williams. 

Williams said that their idea 
for the pop-up aims to also help 
the shelters, and provide those 
in need with control on what 
they would like to wear. 

“The core of it for me is to 
empower them and give them 
a choice, and if there is any way 
we can give back, this is how 
we can make our contribu-
tion,” she said.

Pop-up shop for city’s homeless

Carers for the city: From left, Kadia Blagrove and Kydee Williams started The Pop-Up Care 
Shop to give homeless people a quality shopping experience. Robert Mitchell

Shoppers were able to sift through racks and search for 
clothes they can wear for interviews. The Pop-Up Care Shop
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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By Nelson A. King
The Bronx-based St. Mat-

thias Charities, Inc. continues 
to raise much-needed funds to 
assist health care in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. 

The group, headed by Pastor 
Robert McBarnett, on Dec. 2, 
hosted its 6th Annual Prayer 
Breakfast at the Friends of 
Crown Heights Educational 
Center in Brooklyn.

“The event had many new 
attendees, who were able to see 
the magnitude of work that St. 
Matthias is doing on behalf of 
the people of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, and other Car-
ibbean countries,” McBarnett 
told Caribbean Life. “Many of 
the patrons were happy to see 
the various pictures and news 
clips that were aired.”

The Prayer Breakfast – which 
was graced by the presence of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
New York Consul General 
Howie Prince and his Grena-
dian counterpart Rosemary 
Welch – also featured Jamaican 
gospel artiste Crosswell Daley, 
as the top act; and Christmas 

and gospel selections from Zita 
Adams, a public school teacher 
in Brooklyn.  

St. Matthias Charities, Inc. 
also bestowed its Humanitar-
ian Award on Bishop Merton 
Cumberbatch, pastor of the St. 
Anthony’s Divine Church of 
Healing in Brooklyn. 

The message, “Change,” was 
delivered by Dr. Wendy Jack-
Gordon, of the Brooklyn-based 
Elim International Worship 
Center. 

“We have the technological 
change in an ever-changing 
world,” Dr. Jack-Gordon said. 
“Change has to come to all 
mankind.

“Sin does not have the mas-
tery over us,” she added. “We 
are thought to deny un-Godli-
ness. Isaiah [the Book] recog-
nizes change. He cried out, ‘I’m 
a man of unclean lips.’” 

In May, the St. Matthi-
as Charities, Inc. completed 
a mission to St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, distributing 
over 200 cases of pampers for 
patients and residents at the 
Mental Health Rehabilitation 

Center and Lewis Punnett 
Home for the Aged, respec-
tively. 

The group also handed over 
two EKG machine – one to the 
Levi Latham Hospital in the 
Marriaqua Valley and the other 
to the Georgetown Hospital on 
the northeastern coast, McBar-
nett said. 

In August, the group donat-
ed toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
body wash, soap and other sup-
plies to Mental Health Reha-
bilitation Center and the Lewis 
Punnett Home for the Aged.  

On Thursday, members were 
expected to be on the ground in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
to hand over four commercial 
washing machines, one dryer 
and three television sets to the 
Lewis Punnett Home for the 
Aged and the Mental Health 
Rehabilitation Center. 

McBarnett thanked the fol-
lowing, among others, for con-
tributing to the group’s mis-
sion: Daley “for enriching us 
with his performance;” Dr. 
Jack-Gordon for bringing the 
message; Vaughn Toney for 

contributing towards the dryer 
and for “allowing us to have 
the annual events at his facili-
ties;” Anita Bottia for contrib-
uting to the washing machines; 
Trinidadian DJ Kyle for “keep-

ing the people on their feet 
dancing;” Bishop Cumberbatch 
for donating three televisions; 
and Pastor Cornelius Olive and 
Trinity Apostolic Church for 
“the continuing support.”  

Bronx charity group raises funds 
for health care in St. Vincent

Jamaican gospel artiste Crosswell Daley entertains patrons.
 Photo by Nelson A. King

CONGRESSMAN

GREGORY W. MEEKS

U.S. House of Representatives
5th District - New York

Washington D.C. Offi ce
2234 Rayburn House Offi ce 

Building
Washington, D.C. 20215

PH: (202) 225-3461

Jamaica District Offi ce
153-01 Jamaica Avenue

Jamaica, NY 11432
PH: (718) 725-6000
FX: (718) 725-9868

Rockaway District Offi ce
67-12 Rockaway Beach Blvd.

Arverne, NY 11692
PH: (718) 230-4032

Wishing you a Joyous 
Holiday Season and a 

Happy and Healthy New Year!

- Paid for and authorized by Friends for Gregory Meeks -

$200,000 has been pledged from New 
Yorkers through the Mayor’s Fund web-
site, voluntary payroll donations from 
New York city employees, and a month-
long campaign led by iHeartMedia since 
the hurricane. 

Darren Bloch, executive director of the 
Mayor’s Fund explains that the non-prof-
it Fund has been set up to collect mon-
ies to respond to areas of focus in need. 
Three hundred city employees traveled 
to Puerto Rico to help. New York City has 
approximately 780,00 residents of Puerto 
Rican descent. 

“This (federal) administration’s 
response has been woefully inadequate,” 
Mark-Viverito said. “Especially compared 
to the response in Florida and Texas.” 

Speaker Mark-Viverito mentioned that 
in addition to the funds collected, tons 
of  much needed supplies have been sent 
to Puerto Rico, “We will help support 

Puerto Rico in whatever way possible 
going forward.”

At the center, families meet with pro-
fessionals for needs assessment. There, 
they are guided to services provided by 
Departments of Social Services, Health 
and Mental Hygiene (medical care in col-
laboration with NYC Health + Hospitals), 
Aging, Education, as well as legal assist-
ance, American Red Cross, animal care, 
and interfaith services.  

The center is not taking any material 
donations; all cash donations should be 
directed to the Mayor’s Fund. 

At the press conference, Puerto Rican 
actress Luna Valez spoke, also showing 
support. She pleaded with the public not 
to forget Puerto Rico.

Among the many private partners are 
Macy’s and Target along with assisting 
organizations New York Disaster Inter-
faith Services, Salvation Army, Hispanic 
Federation and Delivery Good.

Services for Puerto Rican evacuees
Continued from Page 3 

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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By Alexandra Simon
As one of the biggest Pan-

African holidays of the year 
approaches, various cultural 
institutions and organizations 
citywide are celebrating Kwan-
zaa. The seven day holiday cre-
ated in the sixties to promote 
black pride and unity, honors 
African heritage, community, 
and family values. The popular 
Kwanzaa crawl returns on Dec. 
26, but here are other ways you 
can celebrate it next week: 

Family Affair
The Museum of the City of 

New York is hosting a family fun 
event on the first day of kwan-
zaa. At the event youngsters 
and their parents will learn a 
how-to on making of the ornate 
straw mat oftenten

“Kwanzaa Family Celebra-
tion” at the museum of the City 
of New York [1220 Fifth Ave. at 
103rd St. in Manhattan, (212) 
534-1672, www.mcny.org.] 
Dec. 26, 11am–2 pm. Free with 
museum admission. 

Music and culture
At the American Museum 

of Natural History, a gospel-
themed show is taking stage 
on Dec 30. There will perform-

ances by the The Persuasions, 
the Brooklyn United Marching 
Band, and by Vy Higginsen’s 
Sing Harlem Choir. Hosted by 
Dr. Linda H. Humes, scholar 
and storyteller.

American Museum of Natu-
ral History [Central Park West  
and 79th Street in Manhattan, 
(212) 769-5100, www.amnh.
org. Dec. 30 , noon–5 pm. Free 
with museum admission.

Life with a meaning
Celebrate day five of Kwan-

zaa with the Queens Sickle Cell 
Advocacy Network in Queens. 
The group will be celebrating 
the fifth day of the holiday Nia, 
which means purpose. RSVP 
recommended.

“Kwanzaa Celebration” at I.S. 
192 — The Renaissance School 
[109-89 204th St. between Hol-
lis and 111th avenues in Saint 
Albans, Queens. (718) 712-
0873, www.qscan.org] . Dec. 30 
noon–3 pm. Free.

Big show
To the top the mother of 

all Kwanzaa celebrations in 
the city, the Apollo Theater is 
having its annual extravagant 
show featuring the Forces of 
Nature Dance Theatre and Les 

Nubians. The event is entering 
its 11th year and celebrates all 
seven principles of the holiday 
with a dance show.

“Kwanzaa Celebration: 
Regeneration Night” at Apol-
lo Theater [253 W. 125th St. 
between Frederick Douglass 
and Adam Clayton Powell boul-
evards in Harlem. (212) 531-
5300, www.apollotheater.org]. 

Dec. 30 at 2 pm and  7:30 pm. 
$20-35.

The founding father 
Meet the creator of Kwanzaa 

and honor the fourth day of 
Kwanzaa, Ujamaa, which high-
lights cooperative economics. 
The international African Arts 
Festival and founder of the holi-
day, Dr. Maulana Karenga will 

be celebrating Kwanzaa with 
dance performances by the 
Bambara Dance Troupe.

“51st Kwanzaa Celebra-
tion” at JHS 258 [141 Macon 
St. between Marcy and Tomp-
kins avenues in Bedford-Stuy-
vesant. (718) 789-3264, www.
iaafestival.org]. Dec. 29, 4:30-
8:30 pm. $15 ($10 for kids and 
seniors).

Where to celebrate Kwanzaa around the city 

French singing duo Les Nubians are going to perform at the Apollo Theater’s annual Kwan-
zaa celebration on Dec. 30. Associated Press / Chuck Cook

By Alexandra Simon
She’s trying to make Kwan-

zaa hip!
A Bedford-Stuyvesant come-

dian will lead a day-drinking 
expedition to black-owned 
bars across Brooklyn for the 
second annual  Kwanzaa Crawl  
on Dec. 26. The event not only 
supports black-owned busi-
nesses, but is a way to get 
young people involved with 
the African-American holiday, 
said its creator.

“For people in my age group 
detached from the holiday —  I 
thought ‘How can make Kwan-
zaa cool again, and how do we 
pull it back into conscious-
ness?’ ” said Kerry Coddett. “I 
thought of the bar crawl as a 
cool idea that people between 
21 and 45 years old can really 
get on board with.”

The seven-day holiday cel-
ebrates African heritage and 
black pride, but many people 
do not celebrate it, or  do not 
know what it means , said Cod-
dett, but she hopes to increase 
awareness of the Pan-African 
holiday, through events like 
the Kwanzaa Crawl and “Kwan-
zaa, Actually,” a  series of short 

comedy videos she made with 
comedian Rob Haze .

Coddett, who is of Trini-
dadian and Guyanese back-
ground, was not raised cel-
ebrating Kwanzaa, but she 
began to embrace the holiday 
recently, seeing it as a way 
to create something positive 
within her community. Last 

year’s Kwanzaa Crawl, where 
she encouraged drinkers to 
wear whatever made them feel 
“black and beautiful,” was an 
even better experience than 
she could have hoped for, she 
said.

“There is something about 
thousands of black people 
dressing as black as they want 

to be, and just being positive,” 
she said. 

This year, the crawl involves 
20 bars in Brooklyn, mostly in 
Clinton Hill and its surround-
ing neighborhoods of Fort 
Greene, Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
and Prospect Heights — along 
with eight in Harlem.

Each participant much buy 
a ticket in advance, choos-
ing one bar as their home 
base. Crawlers will meet up 
at a starting point on Eastern 
Parkway to get a wristband, a 
special Kwanzaa Crawl cup, a 
map of the route, and to join 
their team leader, who will 
lead a group expedition to the 
home base bar, and then to 
three more taverns through-
out the day.

Crawlers will not visit all 20 
of the participating Kwanzaa 
Crawl spots, for obvious health 
and legal reasons, said Cod-
dett, despite the suggestions of 
some enthusiastic drinkers.

“Sometimes people are like 
‘Oh, 20 bars? Are we going to 
hit all 20 bars?’ That is mad-
ness, and a lawsuit waiting to 
happen,” she said. 

At various locations along 

the crawl, drinkers will learn 
more about Kwanzaa and have 
a chance to light the kinara — 
the holiday candlepiece. 

The crawl occurs on the 
first day of Kwanzaa, which is 
Umoja or ‘unity.’ This year it 
falls on a Tuesday, which Cod-
dett says is the best time for a 
bar crawl. 

“It make sense that makes 
sense that on the day of the 
principle of unity, everybody 
is getting together,” she said. 
“People ask why can’t we do it 
on the weekend, but [the bars] 
already have business then — 
and if we’re trying to get them 
supplemental income, we want 
to kick up sales on a day that’s 
slow.”

“Kwanzaa Crawl” Brook-
lyn meet-up at St. Francis de 
Sales School for the Deaf (260 
Eastern Pkwy. at Classon Ave-
nue in Crown Heights, www.
kwanzaacrawl.com). Dec. 26 at 
noon. $20.

Harlem meet-up at Harriet 
Tubman Learning Center (250 
W. 127th Street at Adam Clay-
ton Powell Boulevard, www.
kwanzaacrawl.com). Dec. 26 at 
noon. $20.

Black Tuesday: Kwanzaa Crawl visits black-owned bars

Gold leader: Kerry Coddett, center, created the Kwanzaa 
Crawl to make the holiday a hip event that young people 
would want to join.

Deneka Peniston
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For more information visit
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

For Reservations Call (718) 332-8494
2902 Emmons Ave

Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

PRE-BALL DROP PRIX FIXE
A la carte menu also available

Reservations suggested - Last seating 9pm

MIDNIGHT EXTRAVAGANZA

Open New Year’s Day at 1pm

COMMUNITY BANKING FROM MONTAUK TO MANHATTAN

631.537.1000  I  BRIDGENB.COM

WE CAN’T 
WAIT TO 

WELCOME 
YOU HOME.

Member FDIC
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:12/22/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,888
‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#34718, 23,114 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M
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Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 12/22/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#35990, 39,600 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,588
'13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19,606 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42,750 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
'16 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#30539, 24,654 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#37193, 32,181 mi.

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHHEREREREROKOKOKOKEEEEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$20,888
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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1-917-246-2888.
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600

RECENT RESULTS OBTAINED FOR OUR CLIENTS 

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 

PERSONAL INJURY 

Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures 
Designed to Make the Best First Impression Possible

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a convenient appointment 718.339.7878
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

1420 Ave. P, 2nd Floor Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016

NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$99
Dental Cleaning & Exam 

(Brooklyn location only)

® Whiter Teeth in 
Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening has become an essential part of personal maintenance. When you 
have a set of stunning pearly whites, your quality of life and self-esteem will soar.

Whether you want in-offi ce or at-home whitening, we have a brilliant solution for you.

PORCELAIN VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about porcelain veneers. Porcelain 
veneers are known to be the most durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for 
a plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust the alignment, shape, and size 
of your current teeth. They’ll completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, creating a seamless 
and beautiful smile. As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and replacement of dental 
implants. His goal is a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

Designed as an alternative to traditional braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously straighten 
crooked and unevenly spaced teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal brackets and 
wires by using a system of clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of aligners is custom-
made to fi t the patient’s teeth comfortably while gently guiding the teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends 
Invisalign® for patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile and function of their bite. 

dential hopeful. His leg-
acy is best remembered 
for his 1960s segrega-
tionist politics. 

“In the name of the 
greatest people that have 
ever trod this earth, I 
draw the line in the dust 
and toss the gauntlet 
before the feet of tyr-
anny, and I say segre-
gation now, segregation 
tomorrow, segregation 
forever.” —George C. 
Wallace

Wallace ruled Alabama 
and some would say his 
governance crossed bor-
ders to influence red 
states throughout the 
south.

Ultimately he was shot 
and spent his last years 
in a wheelchair. He died 
in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, on Sept. 13, 1998 
at the age of 79. 

Dr. King’s home in 
Alabama was bombed 
twice.

The first bombing 
took place on Jan. 31, 
1956 when King’s wife 
Coretta was at home with 
her 10-week-old infant 
daughter, Yolanda. They 
survived unharmed but 
the following year the 
house and its occupants 
were again targeted when 
a bomb went off on the 
front porch in February 
1957. No one was home 
at the time. The perpe-
trators were eventually 
caught but despite their 
signed confessions, all 
seven were acquitted. 

Jones was just two 
years old then.

And by the time of his 
40th birthday, the attor-
ney, politicians and fed-
eral prosecutor secured 
a string of high-profile 
prosecutions, including 
those of a pair of the KKK 
criminals who bombed 
the Baptist church in 
Birmingham.

Jones made history 
becoming the first Dem-
ocrat from Alabama to 
win a senate seat in more 
than two and a half dec-
ades.

On the night of his 
historic victory, he strug-
gled to find words.

“I’ve been waiting 
all my life, and now I 
don’t know what the 
hell to say,” Jones told 
the crowd. After taking 
a moment to collect his 

thoughts he announced 
that it was also his twen-
ty-fifth wedding anniver-
sary.

“We have shown the 
country the way we can 
be unified,” he said.

“This campaign has 
been about dignity and 
respect. It’s been about 
the rule of law. It’s been 
about common decency 
and making sure every-
one in this state, regard-
less of the zip code you 
live in, gets a fair shake 
in life.” 

“They have told me 
time and again that this 
race is a long shot,” Jones 
said.

“Well, folks... When 
you are on the right side 
of history and the right 
side of justice, you can 
do anything.”

He closed by quoting 
Martin Luther King, Jr.: 
“The moral arc of the 
universe is long, but it 
bends toward justice.” 

Helped by endorse-
ments from former Pres-
ident Barack Obama who 
recorded an automated 
telephone call to Ala-
bama households, Jones’ 
campaign enlivened 
when the much-missed 
leader urged the public 
to vote for his choice.

“This one’s serious,” 
the first Black com-
mander in chief said.

“You can’t sit it out.”
Senior Democrats 

also echoed similar sen-
timents.  

Among them, the 
revered John Lewis, the 
civil rights leader who 
was one of the original 
Freedom Riders that 
joined Dr. King in lead-
ing the protest march 
from Selma to Mont-
gomery. 

New Jersey Senator 
Cory Booker, a potential 
2020 presidential can-
didate traveled to Ala-
bama to campaign for 
the underdog.

“I’m here to try and 
help some folk get woke. 
Democracy is not a spec-
tator sport.”

“We’ve got to stop look-
ing like idiots,” former 
NBA star Charles Barkley 
said at a Jones rally. Up 
south campaign practic-
es reached down south in 
the era of Trump.

Catch You On The 
Inside! 

Bama women
Continued fromPage 11 
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By Alexandra Simon
A Crown Heights-based 

domestic workers organiza-
tion is hosting their annual 
gala to raise money to create 
more programs in Manhattan 
on Dec. 22. Domestic Work-
ers United will be celebrating 
their 17th anniversary, and 
organizers hope to also raise 
awareness about their move-
ment to spearhead beneficial 
and informative meetings for 
women of color working the 
industry. With the 7th anni-
versary passing of the Domes-
tic Workers Bill of Rights, the 
group also wants to ensure that 
workers are being reminded of 
their rights, said the cultural 
outreach coordinator.

“We are looking for fund-
ing to do more programs sur-
rounding around ‘Know Your 
Rights,’ and training around 
the workplace about sex har-
assment, especially for women 
of color and those who are 
working in isolation,” said 
Christine Lewis.

Often a lot of women are left 

with not knowing about the bill, 
let alone what they are entitled 
to and what they can demand 
and refuse from an employer, 
added Lewis. She said the move-
ment’s goal is to equip more 
women with the knowledge for 
a safe and fair workplace.

“We are a dynamic women’s 
movement organizing for power, 
respect, and fair labor standards 
and the movement is about end-
ing exploitation in the work-
place,” she added.

Every month the group holds 
meetings and discuss the nature 
of the jobs, which encompass 
child care and housekeeping, 
changing field s and how they 
can adapt to challenges. 

“It’s about the one-on-one 
and how you negotiate behind 
the doors, because when you’re 
working with a parent you still 
want to talk about what you’re 
really worth if you’re doing more 
than what you were hired for,” 
said Lewis. “Because there are 
women who aren’t sure how to 
renegotiate their contract and 
making $10 an hour, when they 

should be getting $15 an hour 
or more.” 

She said that other things 
including personal care have to 
be prioritized. 

“Even though you’re 
employed, you still want to talk 
about paid time off, and the days 
you need off for doctor appoint-
ments,” she added.

Lewis said the movement 
needs the overall support of the 
Caribbean community because 
the vast majority of the women 
in the field are from the region, 
and left behind other careers 
just like others to pursue more 
promising goals in the United 
States. And the struggles they 
encounter, while stigmatized, is 
similar to many face in different 
industries.

“Some of us leave our coun-
try where we were nurses, 
doctors, police officers, and 
civil and public servants, but 
we came here to work from 
the bottom up and there is no 
shame in the work we do,” she 
said. “We need to organize and 
educate our community around 

labor rights, whether unionized 
or not because any one of us 
can be next. Domestic workers 
are sick and tired of being sick 
and tired and we need our com-
munity to support us.” 

“Domestic Workers Unit-
ed Gala” at 40 Rector St. 
between West and Washing-
ton streets in Manhattan., 
9th floor. Dec. 22, 6–10 pm. 
Suggested donation $40.

Domestic workers group to 
host fund-raiser gala

From left, Domestic Workers United member Patricia Fran-
cis and Christine Lewis. The organization is hosting a gala 
in Manhattan on Dec. 22, to support more workshops for 
domestic workers.  Community News Group / Alexandra Simon 
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“Time for Kids: Heroes of Black 
History” by Editors at Time for 
Kids Magazine
c.2017, Time Inc. Books
$9.99 / $11.99 Canada 
192 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Who do you look up to?
Who is the person you most 

want to be like when you grow 
up? The one you go to when 
you need advice, a kind word, 
or new direction? Is it a parent 
who puts your head on straight? 
Or a teacher that always knows 
what to say? Do you look up to 
someone close to you now or, 
as in “Time for Kids: Heroes of 
Black History,” is it someone 
much bigger than that?

If you had to make a list 
of everything that happened 
in Black History, you’d have 
to put the year 1500 on the 
top of your list because that’s 
where African American histo-
ry began. On your list, there’d 
be a many names and dates, 
too, but four names may stand 
out for you…

Born in 1820, Araminta was 
a slave because her parents 
and grandparents were slaves. 
Called by her mother’s name, 

young “Harriet” worked hard at 
everything she did but she was 
beaten because she was also 
“rebellious.” It was that rebel-
lion — and fear of being sold 
— that made her escape from 
her master. It was freedom that 
made Harriet Tubman want to 
help others to escape, too.

When Jackie Robinson began 
playing baseball, there were 
“rules” that told him where he 
could eat, live, and even get a 
drink of water. But Robinson 
wanted to play ball and so he 
smashed a few rules to be the 
first African American major-
leaguer.

Even before he was born, 
“Barry” Obama’s mother 
believed in him: Barry’s real 
name is Barack, which means 
“blessed” in his father’s native 
language. Barry was a good 
student, and had a sense of 
humor, but he was teased 
because he was the only Black 
kid in his school. That was all 
just a memory when Barack 
Obama became President of 
the United States .

And “On Dec. 1, 1955, Rosa 
Parks stepped onto a bus — 
and into history.”

So your child has been 

given an assignment to read 
one biography this winter. Just 
one — but one will turn into 
four when you’ve got “Time for 
Kids: Heroes of Black History” 
on your shelf.

The first thing kids will 
notice about this book is its 
easy-to-understand narrative 
and easy-to-read print; it’s just 
enough of a challenge, but not 
overly so. Kids will also like the 
artwork in this book, includ-
ing photographs from different 
eras in history. The four sub-
jects here are examined with 
a young audience in mind: 
each mini-chapter includes 
a bit about the childhoods of 
Tubman, Robinson, Parks, and 
Obama, which keeps the infor-
mation relevant for children. 
Parents will appreciate that 
there’s a glossary and thumb-
nail bios of other Black heroes 
for plenty of further learning.

Though it can surely be read 
by anyone, “Time for Kids: 
Heroes of Black History” is 
really meant for kids ages eight 
and older, especially those who 
love history. If you know a child 
like that, you might as well find 
it now. It’s a book your kids will 
want to look up.

A Black history book for kids

Book cover of “Time for Kids: Heroes of Black History.”

EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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By George Alleyne
Caribbean Commu-

nity (CARICOM) Sec-
retary General, Irwin 
LaRocque, has begun 
the fight back against 
the European Union’s 
placement of some 
regional countries on a 
blacklist for future puni-
tive action because of 
tax practices.

European Union 
finance ministers stat-
ed on Dec. 5 that the 
union had placed Barba-
dos, Grenada, St. Lucia, 
and Trinidad and Tobago 
among 17 countries on a 
tax havens blacklist for 
failing to meet so-called 
good governance stand-
ards set by that bloc.

Caribbean Life had 
reported that in response 
to the blacklisting, Bar-
bados’ Minister of Inter-
national Business, Don-
ville Innis, called for 
the 15-member CARI-
COM group to spear-

head regional resistance 
against this European 
Union burden.

And LaRocque used 
the occasion of recent 
accreditation of a new 
Ambassador of France to 
CARICOM, Antoine Joly, 
to show that the region 
is prepared to take on 
the EU on this negative 
listing that can severely 
affect Caribbean econo-
mies.

“This decision by the 
EU has been based on 

new and unilaterally-
determined criteria, that 
go beyond the generally 
accepted international 
tax transparency and 
accountability standards 
which our countries 
have been diligently 
meeting over the past 
several years,” LaRocque 
said.

Describing the Euro-
pean Union move as 
‘arbitrary and punitive,’ 
the secretary general 
said, “CARICOM strongly 
objects to this listing of 
our member states and 
calls on the EU to remove 
our member states from 
this pernicious list.”

“As ambassador to the 
Community, your direct 
engagement in promot-
ing awareness about the 
extent of our capabilities 
and the obstacles we face 
in our aspirations for 
economic development 
is of great significance,” 
LaRocque said to Joly.

CARICOM pushes back
on EU blacklist

Barbados International 
Business Minister, Don-
ville Inniss.  
 Photo by George Alleyne

NY State Senator
Roxanne J. Persaud

Wishes You A

Happy Chanukah, Merry Christmas,
Happy Kwanzaa & 
Blessed New Year!

19th Senate District
1222 East 96th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-649-7653
www.Persaud.nysenate.gov
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Happy Holidays
From Congresswoman

Yvette D. Clarke

I am truly grateful to you for all your encouragement,
support and generosity!

May the holiday season fill you with love,
joy and happiness!

May the new year bring you and your family
good health, fulfillment and peace!

All the best in 2018, because you deserve nothing less.

Yvette D. Clarke
Congresswoman
NY 9th District

Get on track for a career that compliments 
your skills and dreams. The tuition-free 
Manhattan Educational Opportunity 
Center (MEOC) has over 50 years’ 
experience providing academic and career 
programs that can give you essential skills, 
valuable credentials and the confidence 
you need to move forward with your goals.

Programs at MEOC include English for 
Speakers of Other Languages, High School 
Equivalency and College Preparation. You 
can also prepare for today’s fast-changing 
office environment, with a certification 
in Microsoft® Office. You can build skills 
through our  Security Officer Training. If 
your interest is healthcare, the MEOC offers 
Electronic Health Records and Certified 
Nursing Assistant training programs.  
These options reflect the fastest-growing 
industries of New York City.

The MEOC offers the Hospitality Training 
Program, which makes you eligible to 
earn industry recognized certifications 

from the National Restaurant Association 
Educational Foundation—giving you 
an edge over other job seekers in the 
hospitality and restaurant industries. 
Another exciting opportunity is MEOC’s 
Basic Web Development Training, 
delivered in collaboration with Silicon 
Harlem.

Beef up your resume with a certificate 
in JAVA, one of the most sought after 
IT programs—in fact, work with one of 
MEOC’s Career and Employment Advisors 

to improve your interview skills while 
you’re at it. MEOC also offers one-on-
one academic advisement, college and 
financial aid application assistance and 
college tours.

“The sky’s the limit for our students and we 
are here to help them reach their highest 
potential every step of the way,” says MEOC 
Executive Director Anthony Watson. The 
MEOC is funded by the State University 
of New York (SUNY) and administered by 
the Borough of Manhattan Community 

College (BMCC/CUNY). To learn more 
about how the MEOC can help kick off 
your career, call (212) 961-3231.

Become an MEOC Student.  
Contact Us Today.
163 West 125th Street, 15th Floor
New York, NY 10027
(212) 961-3231 
admissions@man.eoc.cuny.edu  
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/meoc

Tap Into Your Talent  
and Start Your Career  
at the MEOC

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

Manhattan Educational Opportunity Center
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By Nelson A. King
Dionne Crichton-Bailey, president 

of the Brooklyn-based St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines Nurses Association of 
New York, Inc. (SVGNANY), is hailing 
as a tremendous success the group’s 
hosting Sunday of a “Winter Wonder-
land Entertainment Evening” at the 
Golden Hall of St. Gabriel’s Episco-
pal (Anglican) Church on Hawthorne 
Street in Brooklyn.

“This was an evening of entertain-
ment, music, lots of fun, great food 
and drinks, which included our tra-

ditional Christmas black cake, sweet 
bread, sorrel, mauby and ginger beer, 
which were in great demand,” Crich-
ton-Bailey told Caribbean Life. 

“It also gave everyone the oppor-
tunity to mix and mingle, meet and 
reconnect with old friends, and even 
make new friends, as we welcome 
the Christmas season and think of 
‘the less fortunate,’” she added, stat-
ing that patrons even travelled from 
out of state. 

She said representatives from sev-
eral Caribbean nursing organiza-

tions and Vincentian groups in New 
York, as well as “lots of Vincentians 
and non-Vincentians” attended the 
event. 

“From all reports, it was ‘beauti-
ful,’ ‘lovely,’ ‘wonderful,’ ‘great,’ ‘very 
entertaining,’ ‘I loved it,’ ‘great job,’ 
and the list goes on,” Crichton-Bailey 
said.

“It is very heartwarming, grat-
ifying and rewarding hearing the 
various positive comments over and 
over,” she added. 

Vincy nurses provide an evening of fun

Hibiscus sings “Walking in the Winter Wonderland.”  Photo by Nelson A. King

Continued on Page 38

By Kam Williams
The Philadelphia Film Critics Circle, 

to which I belong and which was estab-
lished earlier this year as the first film 
critics association in the Philadelphia 
region, met on Dec. 10 and selected 
the winners of its first-ever year-end 
awards.

Jordan Peele’s “Get Out” was the big 
winner at the awards, winning four, 
including Best Picture, as well as Best 
Director, Best Script and Best Directo-
rial Debut, all for Peele himself.

Coco also won two awards, for Best 
Animated Film and Best Soundtrack / 
Score.

Several other films won major 
awards. Daniel Day-Lewis won Best 
Actor for “Phantom Thread,” while Sally 
Hawkins was named Best Actress for 

By Vinette K. Pryce
The Persuasions are ready to spread 

joy and happiness for families celebrat-
ing the “first fruits of the harvest” and 
the 39th annual commemoration of 
Kwanzaa at the Museum of Natural 
History.

The a capella group that began sing-
ing gospel, soul, early rock and jazz that 
transformed to become a melodic five-
part harmony act in Brooklyn in 1962 
will headline the performance segment 

Year-end 
award winners

Persuasions 
to deliver joy

The Persuasions.
 American Museum of Natural History

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

WINTER WINTER 
WONDERLANDWONDERLAND
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Thunder
Imagine Dragons

Perfect
Ed Sheeran Duet w/ Beyonce

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat. 21 Savage

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

Bad At Love
Halsey

What Lovers Do
Maroon 5 Feat. SZA

Too Good At Goodbyes
Sam Smith

Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

New Rules
Dua Lipa

Sorry Not Sorry
Demi Lovato

What Makes You Country
Luke Bryan

Divide
Ed Sheeran

Double Or Nothing
Big Sean & Metro Boomin

A Pentatonix Christmas
Pentatonix

Reputation
Taylor Swift

From A Room: Volume 2
Danielle Bradbery

You Make It Feel Like Christmas

Gwen Stefani

boom.
Walker Hayes

The Greatest Showman
Soundtrack

Presented by

wireless

Songs Of Experience
U2

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

of an afternoon showcase that 
begins at 2 pm inside the Mil-
stein Hall Of Ocean Life Stage 
at the 30 Central Park West & 
79th St. location. 

A vintage collaboration that 
formed singing under corner 
streetlights and in subway 
corridors, their style com-
bined to record 26 albums. 

The Museum’s 2017 Kwan-
zaa event recalls “a celebra-
tion of African-American her-
itage that is rooted in seven 
principles known as Nguzo 
Saba. They promote unity, 
culture, and community 
development.” 

In addition to the lively 
performance which will fea-
ture live musical accompa-
niment, an overview of the 
principles will be narrated and 
explained.

An African marketplace 
— stocked by vendors show-
casing and selling original 
and unique items will also 
enhance the cultural aspect of 
the presentation.

Patrons will be able to take 
in the sights and sounds of 
African, Caribbean and Afri-
can-American arts and cul-

ture at the annual afternoon 
fest honoring the holiday’s 
seven principles. 

Kwanzaa was established 
in 1966 in the midst of the 
Black Freedom Movement and 
reflects its concern for cul-
tural origins “in thought and 
practice, and the unity and 
self-determination associated 
with it.” 

The December ritual cre-
ated by Dr. Maulana Karenga, 
a professor of Africana Stud-
ies at California State Univer-
sity, Long Beach, author and 
scholar-activist in 1966, were 
conceived and established to 
serve several functions. 

His aim was to “stress the 
indispensable need to pre-
serve, continually revitalize 
and promote African Ameri-
can culture.” 

Celebrated from Dec. 26 
thru Jan. 1, its origins are in 
the first harvest celebrations 
of Africa from which it takes 
its name. 

The name Kwanzaa is 
derived from the phrase 
“matunda ya kwanza” which 
means “first fruits” in Swa-
hili, a Pan-African language 
which is the most widely spo-
ken African language. 

“Winter Wonderland” fea-
tured, among others, a trum-
pet fanfare by Kenny John; 
miming by Roger G Unique 
Force; drumming by Sacred 
Heart Divine Youth Group; 
steel pan medley by Siboney 
Hector, great-grand daughter 
of Eileen Cato, a former promi-
nent Vincentian nurse; dance 
by Jadawna Dufont; liturgi-
cal dance by St. Paul’s Dance 
Ensemble; and musical pres-
entations by Tobagonian song-
bird Hilton Samuel, Vincentian 
soca artiste Michelle “Hibis-
cus” Hillocks and Vincentian 
calypsonian Cyril “Scorcher” 
Thomas.

Hector entertained with “O, 
Holy Night” and Becket’s “Sing 
Me Noel.”

Samuel mesmerized patrons 
with “Silent Night” and “Make 
Everyday Christmas for your 
Woman.”

In keeping with the Christ-
mas season and preferring not 
to sing soca Sunday night, 
Hibiscus — the winner of the 
Vincy New Song Competition 
by Level Vibes Production in 
Brooklyn, who trekked from 

Philadelphia – belched out 
“Walking in the Winter Won-
derland” and “Glory to the New 
Born King.”

But Scorcher, the former 
Deputy New York Consul Gen-
eral, did not hesitate to sing 
soca, to the delight of the 
appreciative audience, stating: 
“I don’t have a Christmas song; 
I only sing for Christmas.”

He brought the house down 
with “The Legend of Soca,” 
“Suck It” and “Party Fever.”

St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines’ New York Consul Gen-
eral Howie Prince and presi-
dent of the Brooklyn-based 
Council of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines Organiza-
tions, U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO) 
Laverne McDowald-Thompson 
addressed patrons.

The Brooklyn-based Club 
St. Vincent, Inc. also used the 
opportunity to draw a raffle, of 
which Crichton-Bailey, ironi-
cally, was the winner. 

She received a plaque, with 
the inscription of Paramount 
Carib Chief Joseph Chatoyer 
in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, presented by Club St. 
Vincent, Inc.’s public relations 

officer Verna Arthur and assist-
ant secretary Pamela Mornix.

Crichton-Bailey said “it took 
a great amount of time, effort, 
planning and commitment to 
put this event together. 

“However, with a group of 
hard-working and committed 
nurses that represent SVGNA 
of NY Inc., it made it all much 
easier,” she added. “And, apart 
from that, when we think of 
the reason or reasons for doing 

what we do best, we just do it.”
Celia Bramble, a former 

SVGNANY president, served as 
mistress of ceremonies. 

Crichton-Bailey said some of 
proceeds from the  fundraising 
event will be used to “provide 
well-needed supplies” for the 
Milton Cato Memorial Hospital 
in the Vincentian capital, King-
stown, as well as for district 
clinics in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. 

WONDERLAND
Continued from Page 37 

‘First Fruits Of Harvest’
Continued from Page 37 

“The Shape of Water.” The Sup-
porting acting awards went to 
Woody Harrelson for “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri “and Allison Janney 
for “I, Tonya.”

Other winners includ-
ed Brooklynn Prince of The 
Florida Project for Best Break-
through Performance, Blade 
Runner 2049’s Roger Deakins 
for Best Cinematography, Brett 
Morgen’s Jane for Best Doc-
umentary Film and Cristian 
Mungiu’s Graduation (Roma-
nia) for Best Foreign Language 
Film.

In addition, the inaugural 
Steve Friedman Award, meant 
to honor “a person or film that 
drives major public discourse on 
a topic or issue,” has been pre-
sented to Patty Jenkins’ Wonder 
Woman, while the Elaine May 
Award, for a deserving person 
or film that brings awareness to 
women’s issues, was presented 
to “Lady Bird.”

List of winners:
Best Picture: Get Out
Best Director: Jordan Peele, 

Get Out
Best Actor: Daniel Day-Lewis, 

for Phantom Thread

Best Actress: Sally Hawkins, 
for The Shape of Water

Best Supporting Actor: Woody 
Harrelson, for Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri

Best Supporting Actress: Alli-
son Janney, for I, Tonya

Best Script: Jordan Peele, for 
Get Out

Best Soundtrack/Score: Coco
Best Directorial Debut: Jor-

dan Peele, for Get Out
Best Breakthrough Perform-

ance: Brooklynn Prince, The 
Florida Project

Best Cinematography: Roger 
Deakins, for Blade Runner 2049

Best Documentary Film: 
Jane

Best Foreign Language Film: 
Graduation

Best Animated Film: Coco

Awards 
Continued from Page 37 

A liturgical dance by St. Paul’s Dance Ensemble. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Actor Daniel Day-Lewis. 
 Evan Agostini / Invision / Associated 

Press
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By Kam Williams
I suppose Woody Allen was 

due for a dud. After being dis-
tracted during the Nineties by 
a bitter divorce and custody 
battle, the four-time Oscar-
winner had enjoyed quite a 
resurgence since the turn of 
the century with a string of 
critically-acclaimed offerings 
that included “Small Time 
Crooks” (2000), “The Curse 
of the Jade Scorpion” (2001), 
“Match Point” (2005), “Vicky 
Cristina Barcelona” (2008), 
“Midnight in Paris” (2011) and 
“Blue Jasmine” (2013).

While “Wonder Wheel” 
might not be Woody’s best 

film, it’s certainly his worst 
of this millennium. The film 
is set in the Fifties on Coney 
Island, where the first thing 
you notice is that everybody’s 
white, whether on the beaches 
or in the amusement park.

Yes, movies made back then 
were often lily-white produc-
tions which gave no hint that 
African-Americans even exist-

ed. But it’s a bit of a head-
scratcher to witness a director 
taking his cues from a less-
enlightened era, as if there’s 
still a reason, today, to hide the 
fact that there were plenty of 
black Coney Island patrons.

Besides constantly asking 
myself “Where the black people 
at?” the picture had this native 
New Yorker cringing at many 

of the characters’ inauthentic 
Brooklyn accents. The most 
distracting was Jim Belushi’s 
vaguely-familiar staccato. It 
took me half the movie to fig-
ure out that he was imitat-
ing the classic Chicago accent 
appropriately adopted by Dan 
Aykroyd to play opposite John 
Belushi in “The Blues Broth-
ers” (1980).

Equally-unconvincing, if not 
as annoying, were the manners 
of speaking of co-stars Justin 
Timberlake, Kate Winslet and 
Juno Temple. Bensonhurst-
born Steve Schirripa was the 
only lead actor to have the 
local cadence correct. Perhaps 
Woody shoulda also let Steve 
serve as the cast’s voice coach.

Besides all of the above, the 
unengaging script left a lot to 
be desired. At the point of depar-
ture, we learn that a middle-
aged waitress (Winslet) is cheat-
ing on her carousel operator 
husband (Belushi) with a young 
lifeguard (Timberlake). The plot 
thickens when her miserably-
married stepdaughter (Temple) 
moves back home unexpectedly, 
and proceeds to fall head-over-
heels for her hunky lover, too.

This critic couldn’t figure out 
why Timberlake was intermit-
tently breaking the fourth wall 
to address the audience direct-
ly. Worse is the absence of any 
trademark Woody Allen humor, 
unless unintentionally funny 
moments count. Overall, a cin-
ematic disaster that makes “The 
Room” (2003) look like “Citizen 
Kane” (1941).

Fuhgeddaboudit!

“Wonder Wheel”
Fair (1 star)
Rated PG-13 for sexuality, 
profanity, smoking and 
mature themes
Running time: 101 min-
utes
Production Studios: Ama-
zon / Gravier Productions
Distributor: Amazon Stu-
dios

New Woody Allen pic proves terribly disappointing

“Wonder Wheel” tells the story of four characters whose lives intertwine amid the hustle 
and bustle of the Coney Island amusement park in the 1950s www.rottentomatoes.com

Crooked House (PG-13 
for sexuality and mature 
themes) Adaptation of 
Agatha Christie’s classic 
crime novel of the same 
name about a private eye 
(Max Irons) hired by an 
ex-lover (Stefanie Martini) to inves-
tigate the mysterious murder of her 
wealthy grandfather (Gino Picciano).
on the grounds of the family patriarch’s 
sprawling estate. With Glenn Close, 
Christina Hendricks, Gillian Anderson 
and Terence Stamp.

Hangman (R for violence, profanity 
and graphic images) Murder mystery 
about a decorated homicide detective 
(Al Pacino) who joins forces with a 
criminal profiler (Karl Urban) to appre-
hend a serial killer (Joe Anderson) play-
ing a twisted version of the word game 
“Hangman.” Featuring Brittany Snow, 
Sarah Shahi and Chelle Ramos.

Happy End (R for profanity and sex-
uality) Skeletons-in-the-closet drama 
uncovering the secrets of members of a 
rich French family blissfully unaware of 
the suffering in migrant camps on the 
other side of Calais. Co-starring Isa-
belle Huppert, Jean-Louis Trintignant 
and Mathieu Kassovitz. (In French and 
English with subtitles)

Hostiles (R for profanity and graphic 
violence) Panoramic Western, set in 
1892, about a veteran calvalry Cap-

tain (Christian Bale) who reluctantly 
agrees to escort a dying Cheyenne chief 
(Wes Studi) from a fort in New Mexi-
co back to his tribe’s ancestral lands 
in Montana. Supporting cast includes 
Rosamund Pike, Adam Beach, Ben Fos-
ter and Timothee Chalamet.

Tiger Zinda Hai (Unrated) Second 
installment in the Tiger espionage 
series, set eight years after the events 
in the original, finds the internation-
al spies (Salman Khan and Katrina 
Kaif) embarking on another thrilling 
international adventure. With Anupriya 
Goenka, Paresh Rawal and Angad Bedi. 
(in Hindi with subtitles)

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Bright (Unrated) Sci-fi thriller, set 

in an alternate reality where humans 
coexist with fairies, elves and orcs, and 
revolving around an orc (Joel Edgerton) 
and a human cop (Will Smith) who 
put aside their differences to protect a 
young elf (Lucy Fry) in possession of a 
powerful magic wand coveted by an evil 
elf (Noomi Rapace). With Jay Hernan-
dez, Edgar Ramirez and Veronica Ngo.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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CARIBBEAN LIFE 
IS LOOKING FOR 
DYNAMIC MEDIA 
SALESPEOPLE

BE A PART OF OUR SUCCESS
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper reaching the Caribbean 

Diaspora for more than 25 years, is looking for experienced salespeople 
to sell print, digital, and sponsorship advertising.

The position requires a motivated outside sales representative to develop new business 
through in-person sales calls, and to grow revenue by exceeding customer expectations.

Caribbean Life is part of Community News Group (CNG) which reaches 
over a million readers weekly with its 20+ newspapers.  

In addition CNG has digital products, magazines, and local events.

Please send your resume and cover letter to rdonofrio@cnglocal.com
or call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510. 

 communication skills

 profi ciency

 required

 Expenses, Paid vacation

Requirements & Qualifi cations

Community News Group is an EOE.
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By Adry Torres
NEW YORK (AP) — Indiana Pac-

ers coach Nate McMillan came into 
the season trying to figure out just 
what kind of contribution he would 
get from Victor Oladipo after he 
arrived in a trade for one the NBA’s 
best two-way players in Paul George.

The second overall pick in the 
2013 draft has met McMillan’s expec-
tations after spending the previous 
two seasons in Orlando and Okla-
homa City.

Oladipo scored 26 points, reserve 
Domantas Sabonis had 17 and the 
Pacers beat the Brooklyn Nets 109-

97 on Sunday night.
“He’s a guy we’re trying to develop 

into a franchise player. He’s come in 
with a lot of confidence,’’ McMillan 
said. ``This year is really about devel-
oping our young guys and seeing 
what these guys are capable of doing. 

Oladipo scores 26, meets coach’s expectations

Brooklyn Nets’ Quincy Acy (13) prepares to shoot next to Indiana Pacers’ Victor Oladipo, left, during the 
second half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017, in New York. Associated Press / Andres Kudacki

Continued on Page 42

By Azad Ali
West Indies opener Kraigg 

Brathwaite and fast bowler Kemar 
Roach continue to climb up the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC) player 
rankings, despite the regional team 
troubles in the opening Test against 
New Zealand recently.

In the rankings released last week, 
Brathwaite jumped two places to 17th 
in the batting rankings to be the high-
est West Indies player, while Roach 
rose to three spots to break into the 
top 20 at 20th position.

West Indies were crushed by an 
innings and 67 runs inside four days 
in the first Test at the Basin Reserve in 
Wellington recently.

However, vice-captain Brathwaite 

By Azad Ali
West Indies suffered a 2-0 series loss 

after New Zealand defeated the regional 
team by 240 runs in the second Test 
last week at Seadon Park, Hamilton, 
New Zealand.

Resuming the penultimate day on 30 
for two in pursuit of a world record 444 
for victory, the Windies lost their last 
eight wickets for 173 runs, to be dis-
missed for 203 at the tea break.

Improved rankings

Windies suffers 
another loss

West Indies’ Roston Chase plays 
a shot from the bowling of India’s 
Amit Mishra during day fi ve of their 
second cricket Test match at the Sa-
bina Park Cricket Ground in Kings-
ton, Jamaica, Wednesday, Aug. 3, 
2016.  Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan, File

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

PACERS PACERS 
VICTORYVICTORY
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New Zealand scored 373 and 291 
for 8 declared. West Indies 211 and 
203.

The defeat followed on the heels 
of the innings and 67-run loss in the 
opening Test in Wellington, which 
also ended in four days.

The West Indies has extended its 
unenviable streak of having not won 
a series on New Zealand soil in 22 
years.

All-rounder Roston Chase top-
scored with 64 and all-rounder 
Kemar Roach had an entertaining 
knock of 32, while Raymond Reifer 
resisted with 29, but none of the key 
batsmen stayed long enough to make 
the game into a contest. 

West Indies suffered the misfor-
tune when Sunil Ambris was forced 
to retire hurt on five with a broken 
arm, after being struck by a short 
ball from the aggressive fast bowler 
Neil Wagner.

Wagner claimed 3 for 42, while 
fellow seamer Trent Boult (2-52) and 
Tim Southee (2-13).

emerged as the best batsman, with a 
top score of 91 in the Windies second 
innings of 319.

Roach, meanwhile was the best Win-
dies bowler with three wickets in New 
Zealand’s massive first innings total of 
520 for 9 declared. He is now the high-
est ranked West Indies bowler.

Test match

Windies 
improve 
rankings

He’s doing some good things.”
Myles Turner added 16 points, Cory 

Joseph chipped in 15 and Darren Col-
lison scored 14 for the Pacers.

The Nets’ Allen Crabbe shook off his 
recent struggles, scoring 17 points in the 
first half on 5-for-7 shooting, including 
four 3s. He took only one shot and didn’t 
score in the second half.

“I don’t think they did anything differ-
ently defensively. I don’t know,” Crabbe 
said of his quiet second half.

Trailing by one at the end of the open-
ing quarter, the Pacers got a jolt from 
Oladipo, the team’s leading scorer at 
24.5 points per game.

After Crabbe’s 3-pointer cut the lead 
to 51-45 with 2:25 left in the first half, 
Oladipo reeled off eight straight points 
for a 59-48 advantage at the end of the 
second period.

When Brooklyn drew within five 
points in the beginning of the fourth 
quarter, Indiana’s summer acquisition 
capped a 10-3 run with five consecu-
tive points, landing an alley-oop dunk 
that drew the attention of the Barclays 
Center crowd.

Indiana snapped a two-game los-
ing streak, including a 100-95 loss in 

George’s return on Wednesday.
“I think we did a good job of get-

ting stops, finishing possessions with 
rebounds and then doing our plays. 
We’ve got to do it in that order,” Oladipo 
said. “The past couple of games we’ve 
kind of been doing one step before the 
other. I think we did a great job of set-
tling down, playing our pace, and getting 
stops down the stretch.”

Quincy Acy, Caris LeVert and Joe Har-
ris each had 14 points in Brooklyn’s third 
straight loss.

Nets coach Kenny Atkinson thought 
his team was outworked as it was in 
those previous two games.

“I just felt like the whole game … 
whatever that `it’ is in terms of energy 
and physicality, it hasn’t been there,” 
Atkinson said.

The second meeting of the season 
between these teams lacked the offensive 
spark of their first matchup, which Indi-
ana won 140-131.

The Pacers led by 14 with 7:08 remain-
ing in the fourth quarter before Rondae 
Hollis-Jefferson and LeVert combined for 
a 6-0 run in little over a minute to close 
the gap to 94-86.

Indiana then bounced back with eight 
straight points, including a basket by 
Joseph that led to a technical foul on 

Atkinson.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Brooklyn native Lance Stephenson, 

who broke into the league along with 
George in 2010, has enjoyed seeing the 
growth Oladipo has shown in 29 games.

“Vic is playing amazing. He’s living 
up to the high expectations,” said the 
Lincoln High School product, who was 
chosen by the Pacers in the second 
round of the draft.

“He’s here early for practice. He’s 
being a leader. He’s showing it on and off 
the court.”

TIP-INS
Pacers: Have won their last five games 

against Brooklyn. Indiana has won 13 of 
its last 17 regular-season games against 
the Nets dating to 2013.

Nets: Brooklyn waived guard Yakuba 
Outtara. He was signed to a two-way 
contract on July 21. According to various 
reports, the Nets are expected to sign 
guard Milton Doyle to their vacant two-
way contract spot on their roster. Doyle 
was waived before the season but has 
been playing for the Long Island Nets, 
the team’s G-League affiliate. He’s aver-
aged 21.3 points and shot 43.3 percent 
from the field in 17 games.

PACERS DEFEAT BROOKLYN NETS
Indiana Pacers’ Victor Oladipo, center top, competes for the ball with Brooklyn Nets’ Rondae Hollis-Jefferson, bot-
tom, during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017, in New York.  
 Associated Press / Andres Kudacki

Continued from Page 41 

West Indies’ Kraigg Brathwaite 
plays a shot off the bowling of 
England’s Stuart Broad on the 
fi rst day of the third test match 
between England and the West 
Indies at Lord’s cricket ground in 
London, Thursday, Sept. 7, 2017.
 Associated Press / Kirsty Wigglesworth

Continued from Page 41 
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By Azad Ali
West Indies women’s 

captain Stafanie Taylor 
has signed a new two-
year deal with Sydney 
Thunder recently. She 
said her objective was 
to notch her maiden 
Twenty20, century in 
the new Women’s Big 
Bash League campaign 
in Australia which 
starts this month.

The Jamaican right-
hander, who also bowls 
off-spin, has been a key 
member of the Thun-
der squad for the last 
two seasons and was 
central to their title-
winning success in the 
inaugural 2015 / 2016 
season.

Taylor is one of the 
leading players in the 
women’s game, with 
over 4,0238 runs and 

127 wickets in 108 ODIs 
and 2,474 runs and 68 
wickets from 80 Twen-
ty20 Internationals.

Taylor has managed 
661 runs and 12 wickets 
in her first two seasons 
with Sydney Thunder.

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor plays a shot against 
India during their ICC Women’s World Twenty20 
2016 cricket match in Mohali, India, Sunday, March 
27, 2016.  Associated Press / Altaf Qadri, File

Taylor 
signs new 
two-year
contract

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

By Azad Ali
Jamaica national 

cyclist Marloe Rodman 
has been charged with 
manslaughter after he 
was involved in a fatal 
accident on Nov. 26, 
2017 in St. Catherine, 
Jamaica.

Rodman, the reign-
ing Beacon Cycling on 
the Avenue champion, 
was reportedly riding 
his motorcycle along 
Gordon Boulevard in 
the parish of St. Cather-
ine when he lost control 
of his cycle and crashed 
into a stationery motor-
cycle which Anthony 
Gordon was sitting on.

Both Gordon and 
Rodman were taken to 
hospital where Gordon 
later died of his inju-
ries.

Rodman was charged 
with manslaughter, 
operating an unlicensed 
motor vehicle, operating 
a motorcycle with no 
registration, no certifi-

cate of fitness, no insur-
ance and no registration 
plates affixed.

It is alleged that 
around 1:30 am on Nov. 
26, Rodman was doing 

stunts on a motorcycle 
when he lost control and 
crashed into Gordon.

Rodman is due to 
appear in court in January 
to answer the charges.

Jamaica cyclist faces 
manslaughter charge

Jamaican cyclist Marloe Rodman (Right). 
 www.facebook.com/MarloeRodman



44    Caribbean Life, Dec. 22–Dec. 28, 2017 BQ

BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  



Caribbean Life, Dec. 22–Dec. 28, 2017 47  BQ

© 2017 Verizon Wireless.

Plus taxes and fees. Auto Pay & paper-free billing required. In times of congestion, your data may be temporarily slower than other traffic. Domestic data roaming at 2G speeds. Our Surcharges  

(incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 18.8% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 21 cents Regulatory & $1.23 Administrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); 

gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 7%–46% to your bill. Activation/upgrade fee/line: $30. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to VZW Agmts., Calling Plan, and credit approval. Offers 

and coverage, varying by svc., not available everywhere; see vzw.com.
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GREAT HOLIDAY LEASES!

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase 
option: $6,456/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,176/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $9,684/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile 
over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 7,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/
repair. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
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R

Auto NetAuto Net

$269 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,909 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 12/31/17.

$269 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,955, VIN#3LJR603763, $5,109 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $4,195 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify $1,750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 12/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN MKZ SELECT BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN MKC SELECT

$269†

LEASE PER MONTH

YOUR CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav.40K Mi, Stk#2631F.

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

Auto, A/C, Grey. 28K Mi. 
Stk#1640F.

 $18,997BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD Reserve

Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B and 
More! Stk# 2179F 

 $31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Get Priority Treatment In Our 
Service Department

Plus FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For 
Service

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 mos 
at $16.67 per month per $1,000 fi nanced; 
with approved credit on select models not 
to be combined with other offers.

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $41,680, VIN#2LHBL33801. $5,104 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,160 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 
Security Deposit. For those who qualify, 
$4,050 Lincoln Customer Cash. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 12/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$299 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2017 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
15 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!  

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE  11am-5pm
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