
www.caribbeanlifenews.com Dec. 08–Dec. 14, 2017

FREE

QUEENS/LONG ISLAND/BRONX/MANHATTAN

By Bert Wilkinson
On Friday, Dec, 8, opposi-

tion politicians, surviving rela-
tives, grieving friends and even 
some officials in government 
will hold the usual candle-
light and other types of vigils 
in Paramaribo, the capital of 
Suriname, to mark the 35th 
anniversary of the execution 
of 15 of that country’s most 
well-known citizens. The 15 
were rounded up at night by 
soldiers, 22 months after the 
same group had staged a coup 
against the then elected gov-
ernment in a bitter row over 
demands, mostly by junior 
soldiers, to be represented by 
a labor union, a development 
that is unheard of and is highly 
unusual among its Caribbean 
neighbors.

The group was taken to a 
colonial era Dutch fort, inter-
rogated and shot in cold blood, 
some standing against brick 
walls. As the city prepares 
to mark one of the bloodiest 
events in modern Surinamese 
history, a military / civilian 
court which has been con-
ducting criminal trials into 
the mass murders of 1982, is 

stepping up its sentencing of 
the 25 criminal suspects who 
were charged with the mur-
ders. Back then and still up to 
today, the military has not been 
able to furnish any convincing 
proof that the group was plan-
ning a counter coup and plot-
ting with western nations to 
dispose of military rule. The 
fort is located right next door 
to the presidential complex, the 
official residence of the head of 
state and a stone’s throw from 
parliament.

At the time, Desi Bouterse, 
72, now civilian president serv-
ing a second five-year term, 
was the military strongman 
in the Dutch-speaking Carib-
bean trade bloc nation of about 
500,000 people. He was the 
leader of soldiers who decided 
that they had had enough of 
the relatively weak and inde-
cisive administration of Presi-
dent Henck Arron so they 
stormed various government 
buildings and took control of 
the levers of state. Democratic 
elections were not held again 
until 1987. A political party 
backed mostly by soldiers and 

VIGILS 
FOR THE 

DEAD
Suriname still mourns mass 

murder of 15 citizens

Lowell Hawthorne (right), president & CEO of Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery & Grill, 
collects the 2010 Observer Business Leader Award from Observer Chairman Gordon 
‘Butch’ Stewart at an awards ceremony held at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, Kingston, 
Jamaica. Joseph Wellington/ Jamaica Observer, File

By Vinette K. Pryce
The funeral for the late 

Golden Krust President Low-
ell Hoathorne is expected to 
take place in Mount Vernon 
on Dec. 18, and a memorial for 
Hawthorne is set to take place 
at his flagship Golden Krust 
store on East Gun Hill Road in 
the Bronx on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Jamaicans 
residing throughout the USA 
are reeling from the Dec. 2 
afternoon shocker that Haw-
thorne had committed sui-

cide.
Disbelief temporarily paci-

fied many who could not grasp 
reality that the acclaimed Patty 
King and founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of Golden 
Krust Caribbean Bakery and 
Grill died from two self-inflict-
ed gunshot wounds.

“We are shocked and some 
of us devastated by this trag-
edy,” Duane Coombs said.

Coombs received the news 
moments after the alleged sui-
cide occurred while en-route 

to the Children Of Jamaica 
Outreach’s annual fundraiser 
and dinner, an event Haw-
thorne annually attended and 
sponsored.

“There was a pall over the 
dinner,” he added. 

Hawthorne and his family 
were expected to attend the 
event, instead an announce-
ment was made and a prayer 
was said on his behalf

According to Coombs, 
throughout the gala guests 

Jamaicans reeling from ‘Patty King’s’ death
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TOYOTA
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     We at Westbury Toyota believe in
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. 
We are partnered with:
 • General Needs to help homeless 
    veterans on Long Island
 • Annual Street Wheelz Car Show
    to raise Breast Cancer Awareness
 • Island Harvest to feed local families in need
 • Ronald McDonald House to provide housing  
    and care for families with children
    battling cancer
 • Toys for Tots to contribute to less fortunate
    children and enable them to experience
    the joy of Christmas
 • And many more!

     We at Westbury Toyota understand that
LOYALTY IS EARNED, so we created 
“The Best Way” rewards program just for you. Every 
time you service with us or direct a friend, family mem-
ber or coworker to us who buys a car, you are rewarded
with down payment points toward your next vehicle
purchase at Westbury Toyota, local merchant savings 
and much more!
 
     We at Westbury Toyota 
do not make empty promises. We promise to 
TREAT YOU WITH RESPECT, just as we would 
a member of our own family. We promise to provide the 
information required to make an informed decision.
We promise to always offer a fair deal.

     We at Westbury Toyota invite you to visit us and
see why “The Best Way” is the only way to buy and 
service your vehicle. We assure you that the trip will be 
informative and WORTH YOUR TIME!
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By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Council Member Dr. 

Mathieu Eugene as added his voice to 
a chorus of shock and sadness across 
the United States and in the Carib-
bean over the death of Golden Krust 
founder and chief executive officer 
Lowell Hawthorne.

“Mr. Hawthorne was a valued mem-
ber of the community who used his 
entrepreneurial and culinary skills 
to create a standard of excellence 
that will never be forgotten,” said Dr. 
Eugene, the first Haitian to be elected 
to New York City Council.

“I want to extend my prayers and 
deepest sympathies to his family and 
friends,” said Eugene, who represents 
the 40th Council District in Brook-
lyn. 

Hawthorne, 57, reportedly killed 
himself on Saturday amid fears the 
United States federal government 
were investigating him for evading 
millions of dollars in taxes. 

A family member told New York 
police detectives that Hawthorne 
admitted the huge tax debt to some of 
his relatives, and was “acting funny” 
and “talking to himself” in the hours 
before his suicide Saturday, according 
to the New York Post.

The paper said that, in August, 
“Hawthorne was slapped with a pro-
posed class-action suit alleging he 
cheated as many as 100-plus work-
ers at the Golden Crust plant out of 
overtime pay.”

The suit — fairly common in the 
food service industry — remains 
pending in Manhattan federal court, 
the Post said.

The New York Daily News also 
reported that the owner of the Golden 
Krust restaurant chain who commit-
ted suicide in his Bronx, New York 
factory was deep in tax debt and was 
being sued by a former staffer for 
“thousands in lost wages,” according 
to court records.

Hawthorne’s 
death leaves 

sadness

By Nelson A. King
The death of popular Vincentian 

community activist and United Nations 
Development Officer Maxwell Haywood 
overshadowed the gala 8th Annual 
Luncheon Sunday of the Brooklyn-
based group VincyCares at El Caribe 
Country Club in Brooklyn.

Haywood, the long-standing chair-
man of the Brooklyn-based St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Diaspora Commit-
tee of New York, Inc., died Wednesday 
morning after ailing for most of this 
year. He was 53. He would have turned 
54 on Dec. 13, two days before his 
Home-going Service takes place at St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal (Anglican) Church, 
between Nostrand and New York Aves., 
in Brooklyn.

Haywood died after VincyCares had 
announced early this year that he would 
be among four individuals and a group 
to be honored at its annual grand cel-
ebration that usually takes place at the 
Friends of Crown Heights Educational 
Center in Brooklyn. The event was held 
Sunday, for the first time, at El Caribe 
Country Club. 

Haywood’s wife, Sherrill-Ann Hay-
wood — an employee at Brooklyn’s 
predominantly Black Medgar Evers Col-
lege, who had worked closely with him 
in the St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Diaspora Committee of New York, Inc. 
— accepted the award posthumously in 
the highly passionate ceremony. 

Other honorees comprised veteran 
Vincentian broadcaster Ferrand “Randy 
D” Dopwell (Lifetime Achievement 
Award); Head Master of the St. Vincent 
Grammar School Curtis King; popular 
Brooklyn-based Vincentian disc jock-
ey Joseph Caiphas “SupaEyes” Cuffy; 
the Brooklyn-based Garifuna Indige-
nous People of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Inc.; and disc jockey Jonell 
“Yung Hova” Goodluck. 

The Rev. Dr. Roxie Irish, a youth 
minister at Miracle Temple Ministries in 
the Brownville section of Brooklyn and 
founder and president of the United Vin-
cie Cultural Group of Brooklyn, inevita-
bly, set the tone for the pall, which was 
cast over the ceremony, in very terse 
remarks before delivering the opening 
prayer.

“In our community, we’re mourn-
ing, because one of our very special 
stalwarts transitioned from this life,” 
she said, asking for, and receiving, a 
minute’s silence from patrons in honor 
of Haywood. “And it’s none other but 
our dear brother, Maxwell Haywood.” 

Mrs. Haywood’s acceptance speech 
was preceded and followed by standing 
ovations, and interspersed with selec-
tions — by DJ Kemmy “Man Kemmy” 
Christopher, the 1989 Junior Calypso 
King in St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
— from calypsonian Rasum’s “Perse-

verance” and Elton John’s “Candle in 
the Wind.”

“Thanks for the overwhelming sup-
port since Maxwell’s passing and all 
the prayers and well wishes,” said Mrs. 
Haywood, as tears streamed down the 
cheeks of some patrons, and some used 
tissue to dry their eyes. “Maxwell was 
especially happy to receive this par-
ticular award because of his respect for 
Vincycares and the work they do. This 
year’s theme ‘Youth development is the 
path to successful leadership’ also reso-
nated with him, because it exemplifies 
his own life and journey. 

“Maxwell, as a youth, was heavily 
involved in sports, culture, community 
and political organizations,” she added. 
“He was positively mentored and devel-
oped his leadership capacity. This led 
him to be an effective youth and stu-
dent leader. In fact, he began his profes-
sional career in the United Nations in 
the Youth Unit. 

“So, Maxwell is here with us in the 
spirit today, and he is well pleased to 
receive this award from VincyCares,” 
she continued about her late husband, 
who was also a student leader at Medgar 
Evers College. “In fact, he had pre-
pared a message from his bedside that 
he wanted me to share today. He had 
hoped to watch the live stream today, 
but that was not to be.”

In that speech, Haywood wrote, and 
Mrs. Haywood read: “Many countries 
around the world have created visions, 
programs and policies to promote youth 
development and development in gener-
al. Some of these include study abroad, 
cultural exchanges and sports program. 
Without these types of programs, our 
countries and societies will be poorer 
socially, politically and environmen-
tally.

“The implication for us in SVG [St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines] is that 
we must seek to systematically create 
such programs for our youth, if we 
are to develop socially-conscious, glo-
bal thinkers, who will creatively aid in 
solving the problems facing the world, 
region and country,” Mrs. Haywood 
said. “So, VincyCares’ current programs 
for scholarship, and the provision of 
school supplies and clothing are moves 
in the right direction. 

“The next step must be a venture to 
impact policy directions to ensure our 
youth are empowered with the right 
knowledge and tools that will allow 
them to develop key leadership skills 
and to become successful leaders,” she 
added. “This will significantly and posi-
tively increase VincyCares’ scope and 
reach as one of the premier organiza-
tions in the Diaspora. So, keep the 
vision alive. One love, Maxwell.”

Vincy activist’s death 
overshadows gala luncheon

Sherill-Ann Haywood receives award on behalf of her late husband Max-
well Haywood from Franklin “Supadex” Richards, public relations offi cer 
of VincyCares, Inc. and consultant of the St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Diaspora Committee of New York Photo by Nelson A. King

Brooklyn Council Member Mathieu 
Eugene.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky
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Caribbean
Britain is providing more financial 

help to Antigua and Barbuda as well 
as Dominica to assist in the recovery 
and long-term reconstruction on the 
islands following the devastation caused 
by Hurricanes Irma and Maria.

International Development Secre-
tary Penny Mordaunt who accompanied 
Prince Charles on his recent visit to 
the two hurricane ravaged islands, is 
giving a new £15 mil-
lion package for Anti-
gua and Barbuda and 
Dominica, which will 
receive £12 million.

The British govern-
ment official said this is to a further 
£15 million already allocated to the 
Overseas Territories.

The support package, which brings 
the total contribution to £92 million, 
will include £10 million to help Domini-
ca rebuild critical infrastructure dam-
aged during the hurricanes. 

The United Kingdom’s contribution 
to Dominica also includes an additional 
two million pounds for early recover, 
building on the five million pounds 
committed in September.

Mordaunt said that for Antigua and 
Barbuda, it stands ready to assist with a 
£3 million fund which will be deployed 
once the priorities for reconstruction 
on Barbuda are agreed with the local 
government.

Antigua
The Antigua and Barbuda govern-

ment has submitted a proposal to the 
University of the West Indies (UWI) for 
the establishment of the university’s 
fourth campus.

A special session was held in Jamai-
ca in October by the 
UWI Council, chaired 
by Chancellor, Robert 
Bermudez, to receive 
submission from the 
Antigua and Barbuda government to 
establish a campus.

The Council vice-chairman, Profes-
sor Sir Hilary Beckles indicated that 
ongoing conversations with the govern-
ment had reached maturity and that a 
proposal was ready.

The vice-chancellor traced the 
70-year history of the UWI from its 
single faculty, single campus status, in 
1948 to a tri-campus university with 
the addition of the St Augustine and 
Cave Hill campuses in Trinidad and 
Tobago, and Barbados respectively in 
the l960s. The Open Campus was estab-
lished ten years ago in the last signifi-
cant restructuring.

Deputy Prime Minister of Antigua 
and Barbuda, Steady Benjamin, pre-
sented his country’s case arguing that 
only a campus producing a diversity 
of human resources at a much higher 

level could attract the investment capi-
tal necessary to drive economic growth 
above the current two to three percent 
growth per year.

The Council acknowledged the need 
to examine the Antigua and Barbuda 
government’s proposal and has author-
ized the vice-chancellor to establish a 
task force comprising university offi-
cials, students and other stakeholders 
to conduct a feasibility study- examine 
and evaluate the financial, operational 
and strategic viability and the sustain-
ability of the establishment of the new 
campus.

Barbados
Barbados is moving to establish plea 

bargaining for accused people in a bid 
to address the backlog 
of cases. And a draft 
bill is now in the Attor-
ney General’s Office to 
take to parliament.

Attorney General 
Adriel Brathwaite recalled that the late 
director of public prosecutions, Charles 
Leacock, QC, was of the view that many 
of the accused persons would accept a 
plea if given the opportunity.

This is one of the areas which was 
recently discussed when members of 
the island’s judiciary, attorneys and 
those working in the criminal justice 
system underwent a two-day training 
course conducted by officials from the 
Ministry of Center for State Courts in 

Sentence Indications Hearing.
Speaking during the opening of 

the workshop, Brathwaite said Barba-
dos had a situation where more than 
50 percent of prison inmates were on 
remand.

While acknowledging that signifi-
cant strides were being made to reduce 
the backlog so far, Braithwaite stressed 
that additional resources were required 
if they were to be successful.

While noting that giving persons 
the option to accept a guilty plea would 
assist with the backlog in the court sys-
tem, Chief Justice Sir Marston Gibson 
said it was not simple as it had to be 
done to withstand appellate scrutiny.

Jamaica
Jamaica’s Commissioner of Police 

George Quallo has called for divine 
help of the church in the fight against 
crime, as the murder rate has sky-rock-
eted past the 1,400 mark.

Quallo, who was speaking at the 
recent Jamaica Constabulary Forces’ 
(JFC) 150th Common-
wealth and Memo-
rial Church Service 
at the Church of the 
Open Bible, in the St. 
Andrew parish, said that as the nation 
grapples with crime and violence, it is 
critical that substantive partnerships 
are secured and sustained to rebuild 
and maintain safer communities.

“We care calling on the church and 

its members to help us to help people to 
examine the choices they are making. 
Yours is also a pivotal role in crime pre-
vention and we crave your partnership 
if we are to be successful in combat-
ing and ultimately rid Jamaica of this 
scourge that plagues us,” he told the 
congregation.

The commissioner also followed sim-
ilar remarks by National Security Min-
ister Peter Bunting, who recently said it 
is going to take divine intervention to 
help solve the crime problem.

As of Nov. 17, 2017 a total of 1, 404 
lives have been lost, compared to the 
1,137 people who were murdered last 
year over the same period.

Haiti
The Inter-American Development 

Bank (IDB) is giving Haiti a US$65 
million grant to help the impoverished 
Caribbean country improve drinking 
water and sanitation services in Port-
au-Prince area, in particular those 
affected by Hurricane Matthew.

The funds will help improve the 
sanitary situation in the capital and 
rural communities by supplying them 
with drinking water 
and sanitation serv-
ices and enhancing 
hygiene practices and 
focus on the needs of 
the population living 
in areas affected by the last hurricane.

Christmas serenade
United Vincie Cultural Group of Brooklyn Band provides music to serenaders at the Fellowship Hall of the Mira-
cle Temple Ministries in Brownsville, Brooklyn. See story on Page 49. Photo by Nelson A. King

Continued on Page 16
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280

GO
T I

M
PL

AN
TS

DO
N’

T K
NO

W
 W

HA
T T

O 
DO

 N
EX

T

CO
M

E S
EE

 U
S



6    Caribbean Life, Dec. 08–Dec. 14, 2017 BQ

By George Alleyne
Apparently having had 

enough of the talking and calls 
for its removal, an unknown 
person or group splashed the 
Nelson Statue in paint the col-
ours of the national flag to 
greet Barbadians one day before 
the 51st anniversary of inde-
pendence.

Barbados celebrated the day 
it began the next 50 years as an 
independent state last Thurs-
day, but those going about 
their business on Wednesday 
morning were greeted with the 
200-year-old statue defaced 
with blue and gold paint.

There was also a hand-writ-
ten sign placed at the bottom of 
the monument stating, “Lord 
Nelson will Fall. This racist 
white supremacist who would 
rather die than see black per-
sons free, stands proudly in our 
nation’s capital. Nelson must 
go! Fear not Barbadians have 
spoken, politicians have failed 
us.”

Government intervened and 
had it cleaned and restored in 

time for the next day 51st anni-
versary independence observa-
tions.

Since 1813 it was there, an 
imposing monument on an area 
called Trafalgar Square across 
the road from Parliament and 
at the head of Broad Street, 
the main thoroughfare of Bar-
bados’ capital Bridgetown, but 
following independence in 1966 
many Bajans began questioning 
its relevance to the island’s peo-
ple of over 90 percent Blacks, 
descendants of slaves.

Many have argued that Vice-
Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson 
statue has no place in an inde-
pendent Barbados because he 
did nothing for the island, and 
supported slavery.

Noted Barbadian historian 
Trevor Marshall earlier this 
year stated, “every primary and 
secondary school child in Bar-
bados now knows that Horatio 
Nelson fought against William 
Wilberforce, who spent all of 
his father’s fortune in his cam-
paign to abolish the heinous 
enslavement of Blacks”.

Barbadian scholar Richard 
Drayton stated days ago that 
as an active part of the British 
Navy protecting slave traders, it 
is fair to say, “he (Nelson) cer-
tainly took white supremacy as 
a natural order to be defended. 
And posthumously he did play 
a part in anti-abolition politics: 
in 1807, at the climax of the 
debates in Britain about abol-
ishing the trade, a private letter 
Nelson had sent to the Jamaican 
planter magnate Simon Taylor 
in June 1805 was republished 
by Cobbett in which Nelson had 
denounced “the damnable and 
cursed doctrine of Wilberforce 
and his hypocritical allies.”

Another historian and schol-
ar, University of the West Indies 
Vice-Chancellor Hilary Beckles 
stated in September, “the 85,000 
enslaved Blacks entrapped in 
Barbados only knew of Nelson 
as leader of the naval power 
dedicated to keeping them in 
slavery. The 15,000 slave own-
ers in Barbados who welcomed 
Nelson in the Caribbean and 
celebrated his presence, did so 

because their greatest fear was 
black freedom.” Beckles insist-
ed that Nelson was the sworn 
enemy of Barbados’ blacks.

“The enslaved Black com-

munity was not invited, there-
fore, to be a part of the decision 
made by enslavers to erect the 
Nelson monument in Bridget-
own in 1813.“

Lord Horatio Nelson statute 
defaced in Barbados

Barbadian scholar, Richard Drayton. Photo by George Alleyne
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ONLY: kids’ shoes, Allen Edmonds, Birkenstock, Brahmin, Chanel, Hurley, Johnston & Murphy, Merrell, RVCA & Tommy Bahama. Cannot 
be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. 

30/25/10% 15% BEAUTY

SAVINGS OFF SELECT REGULAR-PRICED & SALE ITEMS IN STORE
AND SELECT REGULAR-PRICED, SALE & CLEARANCE ITEMS ONLINE
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

civilian counterparts won several seats 
in that election.

But the days leading up to Friday’s 
observances were marred by the suicide 
of Ruben Rozendaal. Ruben, 61, slit his 
own left wrist last week after the court, 
which had been conducting hearings 
into the killings had sentenced him to 
10 years in prison for his role in the 
executions.

Rozendaal had warned the country 
that he might have sacrificed himself if 
he was sent to jail as all he had done, on 
orders as a junior rank, was to round up 
two of the executed, including former 
sports Minister Andre Kamperveen and 
take them to the fort for death. Spe-
cifically, he argued, that he had never 
pulled the trigger on any one. The 
judges never bought his story.

“If I didn’t obey maybe I would have 
been the 16th person who would have 
been killed,” he told the court. It did 
not buy his story. In all about 20 of the 
still living group of 25 including Bout-
erse are before the courts. Some have 
already been sentenced. Prosecutors say 
they want to jail Bouterse and five oth-
ers for 20 years each and set free anoth-
er 10. Rozendaal had strongly believed 
that he would have been a free man. 
The 15 who were executed included four 

journalists, academics, clergymen and 
labor leaders, all prominent citizens at 
the time.

As the years go by and as the court 
slowly gets to each individual defend-
ant, Surinamese are beginning to sense 
that the end is near and that some form 
of closure is forthcoming as every single 
effort by the state to stop the hearings 
have failed over the years.

Bouterse had back in 2012 invoked 
an amnesty law to permanently close 
the case through parliament. That 
attempt failed. Last year, the state also 
had invoked article 148 of the constitu-
tion that gives authorities the power to 
mandate the prosecutor general to stop 
criminal trials. That failed too as courts 
had overruled the attempt.

Prez Bouterse 
awaits his fate
Continued from Page 1 

made nostalgic references about the 
successful Caribbean businessman 
who arrived in the USA in 1981; opened 
the first Golden Krust restaurant on 
East Gun Hill Road in the Bronx 
in 1989 and established the largest 
manufacturer of Jamaican patties in 
America. 

“My condolences to the friends, 
family and employees of Jamaica-born 
Lowell Hawthorne,” Jamaica’s Prime 
Minister Andrew Holness said. 

Peter Phillips, Jamaica’s Opposition 
leader of the People’s National Party 
expressed sadness adding that Haw-
thorne “represented the best of Jamai-
ca in the diaspora.” 

“Lowell was a true Jamaican patri-
ot. He exemplified hard work, dignity, 
positive attitude and high standards.”

Jamaica has lost a son, ambassador 
and friend.” 

Phillips said the businessman left 
behind a model for success that will 
serve many generations in the future. 

Noting that Hawthorne was a popu-
lar personality here, Phillips said he 
generously supported many programs 
in his homeland over the years and 
remained true to the land of his birth.

Many Jamaicans residing in South 
Florida flocked to social network to 
verify the validity of the reports.

Tony Blair, chief operating officer of 

HiClass Promotion in Fort Lauderdale, 
echoed statements of disbelief adding 
that “he was such a nice guy. He had 
everything to live for.”

Hawthorne was regarded as a role 
model, received numerous awards and 
acclaimed to being one of Jamaica’s 
success stories as well as a generous 
philanthropist.

Mayor Bill deBlasio offered consola-
tion to the entire Caribbean commu-
nity. “We are shocked and saddened 
by the death of Lowell Hawthorne,” 
Mayor de Blasio tweeted.

“Our prayers are with his family and 
his loved ones.”

And Bronx Borough President 
recalled the generosity of the entrepre-
neur whose small idea in the borough 
expanded to establish national fran-
chises in nine states including Penn-
sylvania, Connecticut, Texas, Georgia, 
Florida, New Jersey, Maryland and 
New York.

He was spotlighted on national tel-
evision on the popular “Undercover 
Boss” series which features successful 
business operators who revisit their 
companies without knowledge of their 
employees in order to test the efficien-
cy of the company.

During the process, workers 
unknowing of the producers’ intent are 
tasked with hiring potential employees 
among them their own bosses.

Jamaica has lost a son
Continued from Page 1 

President of Suriname Desi Bout-
erse. Associated Press
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GREAT HOLIDAY LEASES!

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,840/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $10,260/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases 
are 25¢ per mile over MKZ 7,500, MKC/MKX 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. 
Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

$285 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,925 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 12/31/17.

$285 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,955, VIN#3LJR603763, $5,125 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $4,195 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify $750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 12/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN MKZ SELECT BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN MKC SELECT

$285†

LEASE PER MONTH

YOUR
CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2016 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey. ONLY 7K 
Mi! Stk#2178F.

 $29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

Auto, A/C, Grey. 28K Mi. 
Stk#1640F.

 $18,997BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD Reserve

Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B and 
More! Stk# 2179F 

 $31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Get Priority Treatment In Our 
Service Department

Plus FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For 
Service

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 mos 
at $16.67 per month per $1,000 fi nanced; 
with approved credit on select models not 
to be combined with other offers.

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $42,930. VIN#2LHBL53357. $5,270 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,293 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 12/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$332 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2017 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
15 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!  
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By Albert Baldeo
“Lives of great men all 

remind us, we can make 
our lives sublime, and, 
departing, leave behind us, 
footprints on the sands of 
time.” -Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow

Being unjustly plucked 
from family and society 
and being tossed in jail 
for bogus crimes designed 
to silence them were but 
mere stepping stones to 
their individual journeys 
to greatness for these 
divine titans. When others 
would have been broken, 
they became more resolved 
to fight oppression and 
injustice, and inspired the 
world, making it a bet-
ter place. We must forever 
cherish their examples of 
courage and purpose.

As we celebrate the 
holidays, and the good 
things of life, we must 
pause, and pay tribute to 
the true people and real 
icons who made happi-
ness and progress possi-
ble in America. The most 
revered in America is Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. His 
life and legacy remind us 
of the universality of the 
message of love, peace, 
brotherhood and the prin-
ciples of truth and justice. 
In a letter from Birming-
ham City Jail, April 1963, 
Dr. King taught us, “Injus-
tice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere. We 
are caught in an inescap-
able network of mutual-
ity, tied in a single gar-
ment of destiny. Whatever 
affects one directly affects 
all indirectly.”

Dr. King was strongly 
influenced by Mahatma 
Gandhi’s doctrine on non-
violence. Globalization 
of thought has existed 

from time immemorial. 
In March, 1936, Mahat-
ma Gandhi shared, “I have 
nothing new to teach the 
world. Truth and nonvio-
lence are as old as the 
hills. All I have done is to 
try experiments in both on 
as vast a scale as I could.” 
Yet, he defined the soul of 
human existence.

Similarly, Nelson Man-
dela was a South African 
anti-apartheid icon and 
revolutionary leader who 
broke the shackles of the 
color barrier to become 
President of South Afri-
ca from 1994 to 1999. He 
was also inspired by Gan-
dhi’s and King’s common 
philosophy. After serving 
27 years in prison by his 
oppressors, he became the 
country’s first black head 
of state and the first elect-
ed in a fully representa-
tive democratic election. 
His government focused 
on dismantling the legacy 
of apartheid by tackling 
institutionalized racism 
and fostering racial rec-
onciliation. He conquered 
the evil system of apart-
heid by his monumental 
sacrifices.

Mandela’s teachings will 
also live on long after his 
death. He taught us that, 

“It always seems impossi-
ble until it’s done… Never, 
never and never again 
shall it be that this beauti-
ful land will again experi-
ence the oppression of one 
by another… The greatest 
glory in living lies not in 
never falling, but in rising 
every time we fall… Dif-
ficulties break some men 
but make others, No axe 
is sharp enough to cut the 
soul of a sinner who keeps 
on trying, one armed with 
the hope that he will rise 
even in the end… And as 
we let our own light shine, 
we unconsciously give 
other people permission to 
do the same… I am not a 
saint, unless you think of a 
saint as a sinner who keeps 
on trying.”

So how does this relate 
to you? New York is a 
microcosm of America. 
Our portals are graced by 
the entry of many differ-
ent people, whose blood, 
sweat and tears, often-
times unrequited, pro-
vide the foundations for 
growth. Its strength is its 
diversity, in excelsis. The 
hero who opened that door 
widest in America is Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Be 
grateful for that.

Yes, it was Dr. King who 
not only brought together 
people of color, but also 
welcomed people from 
around the world, from all 
races and walks of life, to 
follow his dream and work 
for equality and justice. 
The celebration of his life 
is a timely reminder of the 
ideals for which he stood. 
Not for a day, but for the 
rest of our lives, if we are 
to truly and collectively 
live the American dream!

To live the dreams and 

The Editor,
I write in response to a letter 

on Mahatma Gandhi entitled 
“Dustbin of history” written by 
Josiah Rougier and published 
in the Grenada newspaper, The 
New Today (Nov 3, 2017). 

In his letter, Rougier is ask-
ing the Government to remove 
the bust-statue of Gandhi 
which overlooks Sauteurs Bay 
in Grenada where East Indians 
arrived 160 years ago.

Rougier’s opinion is based 
on the false notion that Gandhi 
was racist because the Mahat-
ma reportedly considered Indi-
ans to be superior to black Afri-
cans when he referred to the 
latter as “kaffirs.”

Gandhi was only 27 years old 
when he made that contextual 
statement.

If Rougier had done his 
research, he would have found 
that Nelson Mandela said: 
“Gandhi must be forgiven for 
these prejudices in the context 
of the time and the circum-
stances.”

The quote can be found 
in “Gandhi the Prisoner” by 
Nelson Mandela published in 
1995.

Gandhi was a man; he was 
not god. And even god made 
mistakes.

Rougier must instead focus 
on the Gandhi’s vision of non-
violent protest and his belief 
in satyagraha which inspired 
rebels and revolutionaries 
around the world.

Gandhi’s ideas influenced 
leaders of the African Nation-
al Congress and the struggle 
by Indians and blacks against 
white apartheid rule in South 
Africa.

From as early as 1956 when 
he was 27 years old, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. referred to 
Gandhi as “the guiding light 
of our technique of nonviolent 
social change.” 

Following the success of his 
boycott, King contemplated 
traveling to India to deepen 
his understanding of Gandhian 
principles.

The fact is that Gandhi saw 
people of all races, castes, col-
ours and creeds as equal which 
led to his assassination by a 
Hindu fanatic in 1948.

So who is this unknown 
Josiah Rougier? Is he as illus-
trious as the great Nelson Man-
dela and Martin Luther King? 
And is he disagreeing with his 
possible heroes?

A friend to all.
Jai Sears
Grenada, Caribbean

Complaint against 
Gandhi’s statute

in Grenada

OP-EDS

The confluence of 
great minds

Our portals are 
graced by the 
entry of many 

different people, 
whose blood, 

sweat and tears, 
oftentimes 
unrequited, 
provide the 

foundations for 
growth.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to the Editor, 
Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@
cnglocal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions.
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Dec. 1 was designated Afro 
Friday in Jamaica.

In honor of Miss Jamaica 
Universe contestant and sec-
ond runner-up Davina Bennett 
who bested third from a field of 
92 beauty queens in the recent 
Miss Universe pageant in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, the day cele-
brated pride in wearing natural 
and unprocessed hairstyles.

Women on the island were 
encouraged to boast Afros and 
natural looks in schools, busi-
nesses and while making pub-
lic appearances.

Traditionally, Afros and 
the natural hairstyles of peo-
ple of color are still frequently 
considered unprofessional or 
deemed inappropriate in the 
Caribbean.

 It is that snobbery which 
Bennett publicly defied by 
wearing her hair in its natural 
form while representing her 
country.

 On the universal stage as 
millions around the globe 
watched she boldly made a 
statement against the norm. 

“Bennett chose to use her 
platform and provide represen-
tation to the countless faces at 
home watching who share her 

natural hair texture, but rarely 
get to see the attribute reflect-
ed in beauty pageants,” an edi-
torial in the Jamaica Observer 
said.

Prior to the contest she told 
the newspaper — “We should 
allow our women to believe 
that they are beautiful and can 
fit in regardless of size, height” 
or “natural hair which I feel 
should be embraced more, and 
not ignored.”

Bennett was named first in 
the final 10.

She was also named the first 
finalist to contend in the top 
three.

In the final round Bennett 
was asked by Steve Harvey who 
hosted the pageant — ‘’What 
quality in yourself  are you 
most proud of and how will  
you make that apply to your 
time as Miss Universe?’’

In response she said: “I am 
the founder of a foundation 
that spreads awareness for the 

deaf community, and this plat-
form is such a great platform 
to just let (people) know that 
these persons need opportuni-
ties and equal opportunities 
like those in society. And so 
the Miss Universe competition 
will be the platform for me to 
use this foundation to spread 
awareness for all the deaf peo-
ple around.”

Followed by Columbia and 
South Africa, hopes were 
high that the Afro-centric 
queen would rule the universe 
through 2018. 

Poised, eloquent and stun-
ning she seemed well-suited to 
wear the crown.

But her name was announced 
as the first of three to be elimi-
nated from the finals. Loud 
boos echoed throughout the 
audience — seemingly objec-
tionable to the judges’ deci-
sion.

“Social media went 
wild with posts on Insta-

gram and Twitter with com-
mentary to the hash tag…
#MissJamaicaShouldHaveWon.

With very few objections to 
22-year-old Demi-Leigh Nel 
Peters taking the diamond-
studded tiara, on this go-round 

the contention was not that 
the South African queen was 
undeserving because she too 
was eloquent, composed and 
beautiful but that Miss Jamaica 

Afro Jamaican queen wins natural acclaim

Miss Jamaica Universe Davina Bennett hugs Olivia Grange, 
the island’s minister of Culture, Sports and Youth on her re-
turn to Jamaica after placing third in the Miss Universe pag-
eant in Las Vegas, Nevada. Ministry of Culture, Sports & Youth

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

SMELL GAS. ACT FAST. Natural gas is clean, efficient 

and convenient. We cook 

with it. Keep warm with it. 

Even dry our clothes with 

it. Every day, Con Edison 

delivers natural gas safely 

and reliably to thousands 

of homes and businesses 

through a network of 

underground pipelines. 

Here are some tips to help 

everyone stay safe.

Gas leaks can create fires and explosions. It’s important that you 
and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and what to do 
if you suspect a leak.

  SIGNS OF A GAS LEAK
Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.

See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 
blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying for 
no reason.

Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

   WHAT TO DO IF YOU DETECT  
A GAS LEAK
immediately and take others with you.

produce sparks that might cause the gas to explode.

911 or 

1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

even if you are in a public area.

1-718-643-4050.

   
BEFORE YOU DIG, CALL 811

call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
dig or excavate on public or private property. After you call, utility 
companies will mark the approximate location of their lines at no 
charge to you. 

  LEARN MORE
conEd.com/GasSafety.

Continued on Page 38
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Would you like to own the home you 
always wanted for you and your family?

Every rent payment goes into your landlord’s pocket.

You may qualify for special programs, for fi rst-time home buyers or 
VA loans for veterans. We are The Voice of the Caribbean Community in 

and around Queens, Brooklyn, and the Bronx, New York.

MORTGAGE ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

Visit us at www.rudyperkinsrealty.com 
or call me now at 203-243-3820

STOP PAYING RENT! 
Own Your Own Home Now

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Council Member 

Jumaane D. Williams has pre-
sented former National Football 
League (NFL) quarterback and 
civil rights activist Colin Kaeper-
nick with a New York City Coun-
cil proclamation honoring him 
for his “commitment to protest-
ing the systemic oppression of 
and police brutality toward peo-
ple of color.”

 Prior to presenting the proc-
lamation Tuesday night, at a gala 
hosted by The Nation Institute, 
Williams, who represents the 
45th Council District in Brook-
lyn, said he and Kaepernick dis-
cussed the movement that the 
quarterback sparked when first 
he opted to kneel during the 
playing of the National Anthem 
at NFL games. 

Since then, Williams noted 
that the act of protest has gained 
momentum, most recent-
ly when the President Trump 
“began a sustained campaign of 
attack against Kaepernick and 
the other athletes he inspired to 
take a knee.” 

Williams said he “has long 
been an active supporter of 
Kaepernick’s efforts,” leading a 
rally in support of his move-
ment alongside a group of NYPD 
officers in August and leading 14 
of his fellow council members 
in staging a “kneel-in” on the 
steps of City Hall in September, 
in solidarity with the protesting 
athletes. 

The proclamation reads in 

part: “Despite all criticism, Mr. 
Kaepernick knew he was in the 
right and risked everything to 
make a difference.

“He continues to prove that 
by working together, we can 
create the change needed to 
improve our society for both our 
current and future generations,” 
it says.

Kaepernick also received 
the 2017 Puffin / Nation Prize 
for Creative Citizenship at the 
event. 

“I don’t want to have to wait 
20, 30 years to celebrate Colin 
Kaepernick and what’s done,” 
Williams said. “We had to wait 
decades before we could cele-
brate Muhammed Ali. 

“But it’s important to have 
the courage to know when you’re 
in a moment to recognize and 
celebrate the people who have 
made that moment happen,” he 
added. “Colin Kaepernick ignit-
ed a movement with the simple 
and courageous act of kneeling, 
and he deserves the recognition 
and respect that some are trying 
to deny him.”

Williams honors Kaepernick 
with proclamation

Council Member Williams 
presents Colin Kaepernick 
with City Council proclama-
tion.

By Azad Ali
Former Trinidad and Toba-

go Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar was hon-
ored on Saturday (Dec. 2, 
2017) in the Bahamas with 
a “Women in Distinction” 
Award.

The award recognizes the 
Opposition Leader’s “leader-
ship, outstanding involve-
ment in the community and 
the positive and inspiration-
al example that she set for 
women and young girls eve-
rywhere.”

The award waspresented 
at the Celebrating Women 
International’s 2017 awards 
presentation and gala recep-
tion at the Atlantic Paradise 
Island Resort, Nassau.

According to a statement 
from the Office of the Oppo-
sition Leader, the organizers 
of the event indicated that 
Persad-Bissessar was chosen 
because of her commitment 
she has shown throughout 
her professional life to work-
ing to improve the lives of 
people.

Other leaders who have 

received the “Women in 
Distinction” award include 
former Prime Minister Por-
tia Simpson-Miller, Governor 
General of Grenada Dame 
Cecile La Grenada, former 
President of the Central 
African Republic Catherine 
Samba-Panza; and Governor 
General of St Lucia Dame 
Calliopa Pearlette Lousiy.

Celebrating Women Inter-
national is a non-profit 
organization which aims to 
mobilize and inspire women, 
across the globe.

Former Trinidadian PM 
receives women award

Kamla Persad-Bissessar.
 Associated Press / Moises Castillo
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FEAR NO MIRROR®

FREEZE AWAY YOUR FAT!
ELIMINATE FAT WITH COOLSCULPTING®, THE WORLD’S #1 NON-INVASIVE  

FAT REMOVAL TREATMENT

CoolSculpting is an FDA-cleared treatment that uses controlled cooling to eliminate fat without 
surgery or downtime. And with 95% customer satisfaction, you’ll love the results of CoolSculpting 

every time you look in the mirror.

Call today to schedule your FREE consultation.

Khrom Dermatology and Aesthetics
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl, Brooklyn NY, 11235  

Our CoolSculpting Specialist will 
tailor a treatment plan designed  
to achieve your desired results.

This is a limited time  
offer so call us today!
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on 
all types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & 
other benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

  CAREER PROGRAMS

  

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Opportunity, Access and Success!
State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Tuition Free — Funded by New York State
Administered by New York City College of Technology

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY! com/sunybeoc

Photo courtesy of EGI Studios

Brooklyn
Educational
Opportunity
Center

CALLTODAY!
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(718) 732-0222     zprad.com732 0222 zprad com

3T WIDE-BORE MRI  •  1.5T WIDE-BORE MRI  •  3D MAMMOGRAPHY  •  LOW-DOSE CT   
ULTRASOUND  •  X-RAY  •  BIOPSY  •  DEXA BONE DENSITY
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Radiology

YOUR COMMUNITY

We are here for you! Now in Southeast Queens

RADIOLOGY CENTER
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The project will also help strengthen 
the ability of the Port-au-Price region’s 
Technical Service Centre to improve the 
company’s financial sustainability, as 
well as the capabilities 
of the Regional Drink-
ing Water and Sanita-
tion Agency.

Hurricane Matthew 
has caused major dam-
age to the drinking water system in the 
departments Nippes, Sud and Grand 
‘Anse. Total losses caused to the sector 
by climate events have been put around 
US$20.6 million, including $14.2 mil-
lion in damages in rural areas.

Some 60 drinking water facilities 
have been severely damaged or totally 
destroyed.

Suriname
Suriname Foreign Minister, Yidiz 

Pollack-Beighle became the first min-
ister from her country to visit Russia 
recently where she held bilateral  talks 
with Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey 
Lavrov.

The Russian Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement that Beighle’s visit is a 

milestone in promoting Russia-Suri-
name interaction, and is indicative of 
the fact that “our ties with Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean region are gradu-
ally expanding.”

During the talks, the ministers 
signed several bilateral agreements to 
“promote political dialogue, interac-
tion in the material sphere and cultural 
humanitarian exchanges.”

The minister said Russia also sees 
other prospective areas of cooperation 
including renewable energy sources 
agriculture, shipbuilding and repair, 
adding that there’s good 
potential in exploration, 
fishing, building a tour-
ist infrastructure.

The Suriname min-
ister also paid a visit to the Kingdom 
of Morocco. The Morocco — Suriname 
relationship dates back to “people to 
people” ties after 1975, when hundreds 
of thousands of Surinamese migrated 
to the Netherlands and established rela-
tionships with Moroccans there. These 
ties developed and Moroccans from 
Holland invested in Suriname.

- Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from Page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

A small delegation of Caribbean 
maritime officials, including Jamaica’s 
minister of Transport and Mining and 
Grantley Stephenson, CEO, Kingston 
Wharves, were in New York on Nov. 16 
to attend the American Caribbean Mari-
time Foundation (ACMF) annual event.

Their visit comes on the heels of the 
transition to university status of the 
Caribbean Maritime Institute (now Car-
ibbean Maritime University) at the 2017 
Charter Day ceremonies held in Jamaica 
in September 2017. The Kingston-based 
Caribbean Maritime University (CMU) is 
the Caribbean region’s premier center 
for tertiary maritime education, train-
ing, research and consultancy.

While here Minister Michael Henry 
was acknowledged with the ACMF Lead-
ership Award for his critical support in 
moving the process through the gov-
ernment approval process and for his 
ongoing support of the CMU over the 
years.

“He never lost the vision of what the 
CMU was and could grow to become,” 
said Dr. Fritz Pinnock, executive director 
of the CMU. “That encouragement drove 
all of us to the next level,” he added. The 

CMU will be expanding its curricula and 
program options with its engineering 
department, to be launched soon under 
its newest venture — the $3M facility, to 
be named FESTO Didactic Centre, will 
offer training in the industrial automa-
tion and mechatronics.

Implemented in partnership with 
German company FESTO Didactic, a 
world leader in industrial automation 
technology training, the world-class 
center will focus on areas such as robot-
ics engineering, hydraulics and pneu-
matics.

The ACMF is the only entity dedi-
cated to sponsoring scholarships for 
maritime students in the Caribbean. 
Acknowledging the indispensability of 
the maritime industry to Caribbean 
economies, Dr. Geneive Brown-Metzger, 
president of the ACMF noted, “there’s 
not been another sector as important 
to the region’s economy since bauxite. 
With the majority of cruise and cargo 
lines traversing the Caribbean Sea, and 
with the expansion of the Panama Canal 
opening up greater opportunities for the 
region, maritime has the potential to 
transform the region.”

Caribbean Maritime University 
hailed in the United States

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean
news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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Inquire within now!  917.444.3043B Q B82B7

DO IT NOW BEFORE YOUR WINTER 
WEIGHT GAIN

LOSE 30 POUNDS 
WITHOUT SWEAT OR SURGERY

Quickly Safely and Effectively

The ELITE PROTOCOL

Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.   Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

BEFORE AFTER

You don’t have ordinary health needs.
You deserve a specialized health plan.

Still getting HIV care through
a non-HIV health plan?

If you’re living with HIV/AIDS, SelectHealth is a health plan  
dedicated to serving your special needs. Your SelectHealth  
primary care doctor is an experienced HIV Specialist. And  
every physician in our network is fully committed to serving 
our community.

VNSNY CHOICE  
SelectHealth Medicaid  
Learn more:  
1-866-469-7774 (TTY: 711)
8 am – 6 pm, Monday – Friday
All calls confidential. vnsnychoice.org/selecthealth

  © 2017  VNSNY CHOICE ID# D6241 | Rev 08/09/17 | DOH Approved 11/13/17
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By George Alleyne
Among praises heaped on 

international singing sensation, 
Rihanna, is that regardless of 
her fame the musical icon never 
forsakes the neighbourhood in 
which she grew up, and takes 
every opportunity to drop in on 
past neighbours. 

It naturally followed that the 
government of Barbados decided 
to honor this pop icon by choos-
ing last Thursday, the day of the 
Barbados’ 51st Anniversary of 
Independence to rename West-
bury New Road — the street on 
which she played in her child-
hood — to ‘Rihanna Drive.’

“I couldn’t be more honored 
to have the street that I was 
raised on, the street that I grew 
up on, the street,” Robyn Rihan-
na Fenty, said on Barbados’ 
Independence Day after being 
greeted by a fanfare of bugles 
and a guard of honor bearing 
the island’s flag on her arrival 
for the renaming ceremony.

She continued, “my dreams 
were born on this very street 
here and I know that saying 
‘believe in your dreams’, it 
sounds cliché but, I guarantee 
you, the only thing that got me 
here was believing my dreams”.

“Special thanks to all my 
neighbours in Westbury New 
Road who had a hand in raising 
me and the woman that I am 
and the discipline that I have. 
I am very grateful for that kind 
of backbone. I believe that I was 
here for a reason,” the 28-year-
old superstar said.

Reflecting on her childhood 
dreams while playing in West-
bury community Rihanna said 
that since then her goal was 
fixed on becoming an enter-
tainer.

“I didn’t know how it was 
going to happen. I know I was 
hidden away on this little rock 
Barbados, how would anybody 
find me but I always knew it 
would happen. I always focused 
on the result and that kind of 
faith. It really was just faith.”

Using herself as a motiva-
tion for young Barbadians, she 
encouraged them to harbour 
the dream because “it is pos-
sible.”

This pop star who was in 
2008 named an honorary Barba-
dos Youth and Cultural Ambas-
sador at age 20, said “I want to 
encourage, not just the people 
of Westbury New Road and the 
Westbury community, but all 
the people in Barbados, all the 
young women and young men 
who have dreams and think that 
the world is against them”.

A community elder, one of 
those credited with giving guid-
ance to Rihanna in her forma-
tive years, Kathy ‘Ife’ Harris, 
said at the ceremony, “Rihanna 
has given hope to the children 
of this neighbourhood and Bar-
bados, that they can dare to 
dream, that it doesn’t matter 
where you come from, or your 
humble beginnings.”

She said that thanks to 
Rihanna young Bajans feel they 
“can make things happen by 
taking a risk, extending and 
exposing yourself, your fears 
and insecurities, by making 
your dreams a reality.”

Harris, who continues to live 
in the Westbury area, spoke of 
Rihanna being so proud of her 
working-class origins and com-
munity that she has been taking 
her celebrity friends including 
Oprah Winfrey to the location.

Rihanna gets home street

Rihanna arriving for her street naming ceremony amidst 
a fanfare of bugles and a guard of honour with Barbadian 
fl ags. Photo by George Alleyne

The commemorative on 
Rihanna Drive.
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Keep New Yorkers safe at NYC Parks beaches 
and pools while earning approximately $15  
per hour. Qualifying tests begin in December. 

For more information, call 311 or visit  
nyc.gov/parks/lifeguards.

Men and women wanted. Must be 16 years 
of age. Paid training if hired. Full-time 
seasonal work at NYC beaches and pools.

Become a lifeguard  
this summer!

For detailed location information 
and to RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629

NYC Health+Hospitals | Queens

82-68 164th Street • Queens
December 15, January 12

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Auditorium

NYC Health+Hospitals | Elmhurst

79-01 Broadway • Queens
December 15, January 19

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Room A1-22

MetroPlus Queens Community Offi ce

92-14 Roosevelt Avenue • Queens
December 8, January 26

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Conference Room

LOOKING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE?
WONDERING HOW YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

November 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018 is your chance to 
enroll in a quality health plan through MetroPlus.
Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing 
for your coverage! Learn if you and your family qualify – and 
how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

Join us for a free seminar
and learn about no-cost or low-cost 

health insurance options available 
through MetroPlus. 

WE CAN HELP!

MKT 17.202

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
MetroPlus does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its health programs and activities.
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711).

1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711)
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By Alexandra Simon
The Association of Black 

Women Lawyers (ABWL) of 
New Jersey has a new presi-
dent. 

New Jersey lawyer Caro-
lyn Chang was elected for 
the post and sworn in as the 
head of the organization last 
month. Having spent more 
than two decades with the 
club and holding various 
titles, she is now eager to 
take on her new duties and 
says this appointment is a 
high point in her career. 

“Taking on the role of 
president of the Association 
of Black Women Lawyers of 
New Jersey is a tremendous 
amount of responsibility, 
however I have been involved 
in the organization for more 
than 25 years therefore this 
may well be a culmination of 
service to the organization,” 
said Chang.

Her previously held titles 
with the group included 
South New Jersey represent-
ative, treasurer, and most 

recently vice president. Fully 
working her way up to the 
top, she is now going to head 
the association, and is ready 
to start working on her agen-
da. At the top of her list, is 
giving back to the Caribbean 
community. 

“One of the first things I 
would like to tackle is relat-
ed to providing more serv-
ices to the Caribbean and 
migrant community. Serv-
ices include hurricane relief 
efforts, which would positive-
ly impact several Caribbean 
islands, including the U.S. 
Virgin Islands,” said Chang. 
“In addition to providing dis-
aster relief efforts abroad, the 
association is also about edu-
cating the community regard-
ing their legal rights. In the 
age of Trump, we would like 
to co-sponsor seminars with 
other Affinity Bars on immi-
gration issues, such as ‘Know 
Your Rights.”

Achieving this feat took a 
lot of hard work and dedica-
tion, added Chang. She immi-

grated to the states with her 
siblings at 14 years old. She 
always knew she would study 
law, but adjusting to her 
new life took some time and 
that is something she knows 
immigrants encounter often 
and why she wants to ensure 
their assimilation.

“It should not be unusual 
for someone with my immi-
grant background to have 
as one of my goals service 
to New Jersey’s immigrant 
communities, especially Car-
ibbean communities,” said 
Chang. “It makes sense for 
me to want to advance the 
issues which are important to 
the communities from which 
I came. Surely, it is impor-
tant to give back to my own 
people who have given me so 
much of my core values.” 

Chang added that she and 
several members of the group 
who are also of Caribbean 
descent, express a high inter-
est in assisting other immi-
grants, and positioning them 
on a path to success just as 

they found.
“It is important that we 

give back to our commu-
nities. I attribute my work 
ethic and drive to the values 
instilled in me during my 
childhood in Jamaica,” she 
said. “I understand that it 
is upon the shoulders of so 
many others that I stand and 
this brings a responsibility to 
help others.”

As president of the associa-
tion, Chang will be respon-
sible for making policies for 

the board, implementing 
educational programs for the 
state, providing assistance 
for attorneys and students 
interested in studying law, 
and fund-raising to provide 
scholarships for law students 
with their annual fund-rais-
er. But another duty she is 
adding to her agenda is going 
abroad to help the Caribbean. 
Next spring the group will be 
taking their skill sets to her 
native home to provide some 
counsel for residents.

Jamaican-American lawyer to 
head New Jersey law group 

New Jersey lawyer Carolyn Chang being sworn in as presi-
dent of the Association of Black Women Lawyers of New 
Jersey earlier this month. Carolyn Chang
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

B Q B4, B36, B44 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Bankruptcy

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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By Tangerine Clarke
The Queen’s College of Guyana Alum-

ni Association (NY), Inc. (“QCAANY”) 
will spread Christmas cheer during a 
Day of Giving and Celebrating at Cal-
vary’s Mission Food Pantry in Richmond 
Hill, where volunteers will help to dis-
tribute food to the community at 7 am 
on Dec. 9. 

The executive is inviting the commu-
nity to share in the festive Day of Giving 
that will culminate with an appreciation 
Christmas party, to say thanks to the 
community that supported the organi-
zation over the past year. The event 
will be held at Guiding Light Cocktail 
Lounge in Jamaica, Queens, at 7 pm. 

To volunteer, send email to nychap-
ter@qcguyanaalumnny.org.

Karen Wharton, president of the 
QCAANY in a statement to Caribbean 
Life, said that the up-coming Day of Giv-
ing and Celebrating further embraces 
the QCAANY’s role within the com-
munity. 

She noted that QCAANY is collabo-
rating with Calvary’s Mission Food Pan-
try and its Guyanese-American Presi-
dent Tony Singh to provide families with 
needed food supplies. The association 
chose Calvary’s Mission Food Pantry 
because of Calvary’s history of provid-
ing help to the working poor within the 
Richmond Hill community. 

“Calvary’s Mission is one of the larg-
est food pantries in Queens, distributing 
over three million pounds of food each 
year to working families within our 
community,” said Wharton. “We feel 
compelled to aid in whatever ways we 
can, particularly at this time of year, and 
hopes that the community joins us in 
supporting Calvary’s mission.”

Lead organizer of Day of Giving and 
Celebrating, Sherrilyn McPherson, 
noted that she is excited to create more 
opportunities to engage the community. 
“Our school’s motto is ‘Faithful and Use-
ful Everywhere.’ Working with Calvary’s 
gives us the opportunity to connect with 
various members of our community in 
ways that are beneficial and to all,” she 
said. McPherson said this type of com-
munity engagement will continue to be 
a vital part of QCAANY. 

With a focus on rehabilitating and 
revitalizing Queen’s College of Guyana, 
QCAANY held its first meeting in Brook-
lyn on Aug. 21, 1991. Since then, the 
association has made several pivotal 
contributions to the school with recent 
offerings centered largely on supporting 
the development of social and academic 
skills of students. The efforts included 
the annual student conferences that 
reach about 200 students from Queen’s 
College and other Georgetown schools 
each year; an annual summer math-
ematics program to inspire students to 
pursue STEM careers and donations to 
language immersion trips for students. 

Day of
giving

By Tangerine Clarke
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 

dared the community to find another 
homestead in Brooklyn with more 
decorations than that of Frank Sed-
dio Esp., who for the past 45 years has 
brought holiday magic to the corner of 
E 93rd Street and Flatlands Avenue, in 
Canarsie, Brooklyn.

“This is a beautiful example of 
what we love about NY City and what 
we have to cherish and always pro-
tect. These are people come from 
every background and every faith, all 
together as a community to teach the 
world that we found a way to get along 
very well,” said Mayor de Blasio, who 
brought holiday greetings to the 2017 
Seddio Family Holiday Display on Dec. 
3, where scores of residents gathered 
to witness the unveiling of the specta-
cle of lights.

“Frank is someone in Brooklyn who 
brings people together. Let us remem-
ber our values as New Yorkers, we 
believe and support each other, that is 
why New York is a special place and a 
beacon to the world, we support each 
other,” said de Blasio, thanking Frank 
Seddio for his continued support, to 
the community.

The children and grandchildren of 
the Thomas Seddio flipped the switch 
to light up the 2017 Holiday Display 
in dedication to the late brother of 
Frank Seddio. This custom honors 
persons who have made significant 
contribution to the community, such 
as deceased Guyanese-born Detective 
Randolph Holder who received the 
honor in 2015, and Brooklyn District 
Attorney, Ken Thomas, in 2016. 

More than 100,000 lights shone 
down on the joyous occasion where 
politicians gathered to wish the Sed-
dio family and hundreds of gleeful 
spectators - Happy Holidays, Happy 
Chanukah, Happy Kwanza and Merry 
Christmas.

From Senator Roxanne Persaud to 

Assemblywoman Jaime R. Williams, 
Public Advocate Letitia James, NYC 
Comptroller Scott Springer, Council 
Member Alan Maisel and Sue Ann 
Partnow, District 59 Democratic Lead-
er, among others.

The melodious voices of the stu-
dents of PS 115, rang out with Christ-
mas carols as the Waverly Sounds 
Steel pan orchestra of PS 156 belted 
out tunes to welcome the season, 
before Santa Clause and Mrs. Claus 
accompanied by giant Disney charac-
ters made their appearance against 
the backdrop of more that 100,000 
glistening lights, giant mechanical 
animated dolls.

The diversity of the community was 
represented by flags that adorned a 
carousel rode by teddy bears, as the 

Ferris wheel of multi-colored lights, 
and a giant Hot Air Balloon with the 
Seddio name floats on a zip-line from 
side to side across the width is the 
majestic house of lights.

Each of the displays including San-
ta’s Workshop showcases different hol-
iday celebrations. A Petting Zoo in the 
front yard of the homestead attracted 
scores of children who delighted in 
feeding calves and horses, in this 
extraordinary display valued at more 
than $300,000. 

Frank Seddio, the Kings County 
Democratic Party Chair, every year, 
puts on his animation elf hat, and 
delights in this spectacular Holiday 
Display that brings joy and warmth to 
his neighborhood, and the many who 
travel far and near, to behold.

Canarsie holiday display 
honors late Thomas Seddio

Assemblywoman Jaime Williams, far right, decked out as Mrs. Santa Claus 
with Santa Claus and his elves Photos by Tangerine Clarke

From left; Senator Roxanne Persaud, Frank Seddio, Esq., Joyce Becker, Sue Ann Partnow, Mayor Bill de Blasio, and 
Alan Maisel bring cheer to the 2017 Seddio Family Holiday display unveiling. (Right) Students of PS 115 in Canarsie 
smile for the camera after caroling for the audience.
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Health Plans and the New York State-sponsored Child Health 
Plus, Essential Plan, and Medicaid programs.

We want everyone to know that learning about quality,  
affordable health insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call

Click

Visit

������������

Enrollment Timeframes:
For those who are eligible

��������� 
�!����"�#�$���!����"%&�'(")
for coverage that begins January 1, 2018 

����������������������	������
������������������

����*�������
for Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, Medicaid 

(New York State-sponsored health insurance) 
Individuals must be eligible to apply for Medicaid

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including 
�������������������������������	��������	���	�����������������
���	������
�����������������������!����������������	����-
ketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

"+,,,+-�$	��� (1-888-343-3547)
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�00����������
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For those who are eligible
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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HIV:Living  
with

Free Educational Event Near You

informationfrom
inspirationto

• Hear from people living with HIV and those close to them 
• Get tips on building healthy relationships
•Learn about HIV treatment

Thursday, December 14, 2017
Bedford Hall
1177 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11216
Registration Time: 6:00 PM
Start Time: 6:30 PM
Food will be served

844.524.9035  HIVevent.com
Reserve your spot

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies. 
All rights reserved. Printed in USA. 817695R0 April 2017 This event is funded and developed by
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Friday: Eliminate varicose veins

Saturday: Walk in the park
Freedom from unsightly and uncomfortable 

varicose veins that fits into your schedule.

VenaCure EVLT® laser treatment eliminates your varicose 
veins in less than an hour, right in your doctor’s office. 
You’ll leave the office looking and feeling great. There is 
no hospital stay, little-to-no downtime, and minimal-to-no 
scarring. For many patients the VenaCure EVLT procedure is 
even covered by insurance. Free yourself of varicose veins 
and varicose pain, without missing a step. For important risk 
information, visit VenaCure-EVLT.com/RiskInfo

Discover more about eliminating varicose veins, contact:

BEFORE & AFTER

VenaCure EVLT 
procedure

VenaCure EVLT is a registered trademark of AngioDynamics®, 
Inc. 2012 ©AngioDynamics, Inc. CAUTION: Federal Law (U.S.) 

restricts the sale of this device by or on the order of a physician.

www.VenaCure-EVLT.comDR. MATTHEW JONES

481 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn 

718-237-4067

hopes of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Man-
dela, communities must unite for a 
common cause, and unite and par-
ticipate in meaningful pursuits.

One of the pillars of Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s teachings was to attain freedom 
and build unity by integrating the 
principles of Truth and using peace-
ful methods to advocate self-reliance 
and self-sufficiency. Our efforts to 
gain political inclusion have initiated 
the integration effort, and will con-
tinue the process of assisting our fel-
low human beings, our brothers and 
sisters.

We must demystify archaic tradi-
tions of caste, class and conscious-
ness, and help our neighbors to see 
us as just another person passing this 
way but once, and if we stop to help 
a brother or sister, it must be seen as 
just that-humanity. If we work togeth-
er, we will realize our transformative 
collective potential.

When we build bridges of under-
standing with our neighbors, we need 
to address the issues that suppress 
and divide us. We must applaud and 
promote service to our brothers and 
sisters, not detract from them. Service 
costs money, sacrifice and time. We 
need to develop our civic conscious-
ness, overcome our petty prejudices 
and narrow mindedness, and make 
a difference in the fabric of America. 

Colloquially, you must rid yourselves 
of the crab mentality, stop pulling 
each other down, and criticizing each 
other. Uplift and progress, not stag-
nate and destroy.

The efforts of these three giants 
changed the course of history in their 
countries, and indeed, the world. We 
must nurture inspiration today to 
understand what it means to be part 
of a much more diverse and challeng-
ing America, where our challenges 
will grow daily to preserve the hard 
fought victories won against those 
would want to preserve the status 
quo. Just as how communities across 
America are inspired, daily, by King’s, 
Mandela’s and Gandhi’s approach to 
inclusion, brotherhood, peace and 
nonviolence, we must likewise take 
counsel.

My fervent hope is that we will 
understand the issues and get involved 
to strengthen and empower ourselves, 
our neighborhoods, our families and 
communities before it is too late. Walk 
a few steps in the imprints they left 
us…just follow the path…it’s already 
marked out for you!

Note: Albert Baldeo is a civil rights 
activist and community advocate. As 
President of the Baldeo Foundation 
and Liberty Justice Center, he has con-
tinued to fight for equal rights, dignity 
and inclusion in the decision making 
process. He can be contacted at the 
Baldeo Foundation: (718) 529-2300.

Building bridges of understanding 
Continued from Page 10 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
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HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 
25% OFF

By Nelson A. King
As part of its 26th medi-

cal mission to Guyana, the 
Queens-based George Subraj 
Family Foundation said it pro-
vided critical eye care to an 
unprecedented 700 residents, 
mostly in the rural areas of 
the country, building upon 
its decades-long success in 
providing medical care to the 
Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM) member-nation. 

The mission, carried out 
last month, included several 
ophthalmologists, who provid-
ed free eye care health screen-
ings and handed out reading 
and prescription eye glasses to 
700 residents. 

The foundation, begun by 
the late George Subraj, a Guy-
anese native who founded the 
successful real estate firm 
Zara Realty Holding Corp. in 
Jamaica, Queens, has spon-
sored 61 corneal transplants, 
34 kidney transplants and 
eight major heart surgeries, 
all free, to residents otherwise 
unable to afford this type of 
medical care.

The foundation, now led by 
Tony Subraj, the son of its 
founder, partnered with the 

Georgetown Public Hospi-
tal Corporation (GPHC) and 
Suddie Regional Hospital on 
Guyana’s Essequibo Coast. 
The mission’s goal was to fur-
ther expand medical care into 
the country’s poorer rural 
regions. 

“We want to reach as many 
people as possible and con-
tinue to build on our past suc-

cess,” said Tony Subraj, who 
is also vice president at Zara 
Realty in Jamaica, Queens. 

“In addition to treating seri-
ous conditions, our doctors 
are providing critical preven-
tive care, which will result in 
better outcomes for patients 
with early stage illnesses,” he 
added. “We are also helping 
to train doctors and volun-
teers in Guyana, so that a 
healthcare infrastructure can 
be built that will complement 
and enhance the vital work 
the Foundation carries out on 
these missions.”

The foundation said that 
residents traveled from 
throughout the remote Esse-
quibo Coast area to receive 
screenings, eyecare, much 
needed medicine eyedrops, 
and glasses. 

The medical team included 
ophthalmologists Dr. Celeste 
Haynes-Hinds from GPHC and 
Dr. IIeana Agramonte from 
Suddie Hospital, as well as 
optometrist Jonelle Duke. 

The foundation was also 
instrumental in successfully 
procuring one cornea tissue, 
which was used during this 
latest medical mission in to 

perform a corneal transplant 
operation by the GPHC doc-
tors. 

A second eye clinic is 
planned in another rural 
area, Leguan, with the goal 
of reaching another 300 res-
idents, the foundation said. 
This upcoming mission will 
be led by George’s wife, Gloria 
Subraj, and her daughter Jas-
mine Subraj. 

The medical missions intro-
duced and funded by the Sub-
raj Foundation beginning in 
1992 resulted in the nation 
of Guyana’s first ever kidney 
transplant in 2008, the foun-
dation said. 

It said the government of 
Guyana supports the surgical 
missions via the use of medi-
cations, medical staff and the 
public hospital. 

700 Guyanese receive free eyecare, glasses

A Guyanese resident gets his eyes tested. The Subraj Foundation

Tony Subraj (left) with a pa-
tient who received a free 
screening as part of the Sub-
raj Foundation charitable 
mission to Guyana. 
 The Subraj Foundation

By Nelson A. King
Jamaica is going through the looking 

glass, taking advantage of technology 
and launching a National Identification 
System (NIDS) in 2018, according to 
reports.

The NIDS, very similar to a Social 
Security number system that the Unit-
ed States has had for decades, will 
be used as a countrywide database to 
store National Identification Numbers 
for identifying people in the system and 
tracking where and who are getting gov-
ernment services, reported the Philadel-
phia Tribune on Saturday. 

“This will spur the growth and devel-
opment of commerce and economic 
activity through the provision of a plat-
form of greater security and integrity for 
public partnerships,” the paper quoted 
Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Hol-
ness as saying. 

The Tribune said Holness and his 
administration feel that the NIDS will 
enable the government to ensure com-
pliance with tax collection and other 
critical government functions. 

It is seen as strengthening immigra-
tion laws, border control and national 
security,” the Tribute also said. Fur-
thermore, the verification system will 

authenticate the identity of citizens and 
other persons who are Jamaican resi-
dents and establish a database to gener-
ate national identification cards.”

But the Tribune said many Jamaicans 
are skeptical about the National Iden-
tification and Registration Act of 2017, 
stating that nationals feel “the law will 
turn them into just another number 
among the Caribbean island’s 2.8 mil-
lion inhabitants.” 

“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” the 
Tribune quoted a Jamaican American 
who intends to return to the island after 
retirement.  

“Jamaica has been functioning quite 
well without the formality of a social 
security system,” said Collin D, whose 
last name was not used. “This is just 
going to create more red tape that peo-
ple have to go through to get anything 
done. I hope they have a seamless plan 
in place to roll this out and ensure that 
all Jamaicans benefit from it. It will be 
very interesting to see the implementa-
tion of this NIN [National Identification 
Number].”

“I understand that the government is 
trying to improve things” said Garnett 
Mills, of Philadelphia. “When I hear that 
every Jamaican will be given a number.”

Jamaicans tout benefits of 
national ID database
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600

RECENT RESULTS OBTAINED FOR OUR CLIENTS 

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 

PERSONAL INJURY 

Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear &
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189

Publication date:12/082017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 1110888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 1110

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,50
‘15 HONDA ACC

Stk#35407, 31k

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,50
‘14 INFINITI Q

Stk#34514, 44k

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SEN

Stk#30571, 37k 

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To U
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by 
the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 
purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit 
approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly 
payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_1

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$199
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$299

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359

Perfect mattress, perfect price.

+FREE BOX SPRING**

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$359

+FREE BOX SPRING**+FREE BOX SPRING**

FREE
BOX SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT
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SLEEPY’S TWIN
MATTRESSES

STARTING AT $320

WINTER SLUMBER SALE

Introducing

The simple technology 
features a layer of soft air 

and memory foam that 
conforms to your body for 
ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted 
night’s sleep.

ONLY AT

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_2_3
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Experience
the latest
in sleep 
technology.

FREE
BOX 
SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

+FREE BOX SPRING** +FREE BOX SPRING**

A timeless classic; your traditional 
mattress infused with a blend of 
pocketed coils and memory foam
to give you revolutionary slumber.

ONLY AT   

One of the softest and plushest 
we off er, this innovative cooling 
mattress lets you sleep at the 
perfect temp and comfort level.

ONLY AT   

60 Months
0% APR*

$2949
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$50 60 Months
0% APR*

$2849
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$48



36    Caribbean Life, Dec. 08–Dec. 14, 2017 BQ

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

120 NIGHT LOW PRICE GUARANTEE† †

If you fi nd a lower price at another location or one of our stores, we’ll pay 
you the diff erence for up to 120 nights after the purchase. 

WEEKEND GIFTS

MATTRESS PROTECTOR
& PILLOW

FREE*†

with any mattress purchase.

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
ONLY

(up to a $128 value)

**Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. Receive a free matching standard or low-profi le box spring with select mattress purchases. Free box spring off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and has no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any 
other off er, coupon or discounts. Free box spring off er does not apply to previous purchases, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †*Save up to 70% off  select famous name brand fl oor models. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery 
valid on purchases of $599 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. *†Weekend Gifts: Off er valid 12/8/17-12/10/17. Free Mattress Protector: Receive a free Bedgear Basic mattress protector (up to a $99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free Comfort Cloud 
Pillow: Receive a free Comfort Cloud Pillow (a $29.99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free mattress protector & free pillow off er have no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er not valid on previous purchases, special purchases or with Groupon. Limited quantities available; 
off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta 
iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., 
eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery 
date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress 
Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_4

FREE DELIVERY † † †

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON 
FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT

We’ve matched millions
with the perfect mattress.

Move freely and sleep perfectly 
without disturbing your partner with 
this advanced foam technology.

ONLY AT   

+FREE BOX SPRING**

+FREE BOX SPRING**

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

Per
Month**†

36 Months
0% APR*

$1399
Total to Pay

$39

SAVE $250
off  our low price of $649

$399

36 Months
0% APR*

$1549
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$44

It’s your reliable way to recharge. 
This classic mattress proves that 
the bells and whistles aren’t 
always mandatory.

ONLY AT   
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 12/08/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
k#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROOOKEEEEEOOOKEEEOKOKOKEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
FORD ESCAPE

k#30599, 1,813 mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
NISSAN MURANO

tk#23332, 22k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONOOO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures 
Designed to Make the Best First Impression Possible

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a convenient appointment 718.339.7878
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

1420 Ave. P, 2nd Floor Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016

NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$99
Dental Cleaning & Exam 

(Brooklyn location only)

® Whiter Teeth in 
Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening has become an essential part of personal maintenance. When you 
have a set of stunning pearly whites, your quality of life and self-esteem will soar.

Whether you want in-offi ce or at-home whitening, we have a brilliant solution for you.

PORCELAIN VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about porcelain veneers. Porcelain 
veneers are known to be the most durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for 
a plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust the alignment, shape, and size 
of your current teeth. They’ll completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, creating a seamless 
and beautiful smile. As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and replacement of dental 
implants. His goal is a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

Designed as an alternative to traditional braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously straighten 
crooked and unevenly spaced teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal brackets and 
wires by using a system of clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of aligners is custom-
made to fi t the patient’s teeth comfortably while gently guiding the teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends 
Invisalign® for patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile and function of their bite. 

should have at the very 
least gotten the crown as 
first runner up.

The second-place fin-
isher took to Instagram  
thanking her fans for the 
support and celebrate her 
accomplishment as the 
“first Afro queen who has 
made it this far.”

“I did not win but I 
got what I was seek-
ing. I won the hearts 
of many. I stand as the 
first Afro queen to have 
made it thus far. I rep-
resented my little island 
and I received all the 
love one could possibly 
wish for.”

She intends to devel-
op an app specifical-
ly befitting to aid the 
hearing impaired.

Reportedly a Miss 
Jamaica Universe doll is 
already in the works. 

Television produc-
er, screenwriter, and 
author, Shonda Lynn 
Rhimes, best known as 
the creator of the pop-
ular TV series ‘Grey’s 
Anatomy’, ‘Scandal’ and 
‘How To Get Away With 
Murder,’ said she wants 
a Miss Jamaica Universe 
2017 doll for her daugh-
ters this Christmas.

“I am clearly going to 
need some Miss Jamaica 
dolls for my daughters, 
so they can play with 
a doll that shows them 
they are fully every-
thing the universe ever 
needed,” the 47-year-old 
Chicago-born African-
American head writer 
and executive producer 
tweeted.

Jamaica’s Kaci Fennel 
broke the glass ceiling 
five years ago when as 
Miss Jamaica Universe 
she wore closely cropped 
short hair instead of the 
usual long tresses usu-
ally fashioned by queens 
representing countries 
on every continent.

Fennel placed fifth in 
the pageant, emerging 
the first for her country 
to score a top five posi-
tion.

During the 66-year-
history of the pageant 
English-speaking Car-
ibbean countries have 
been underrepresented 
in the final judging seg-
ments.

Trinidad & Toba-
go championed two 

winning tiaras when 
24-year-old Janelle 
Commissiong (in 1977) 
and 25-year-old Wendy 
Fitzwilliam (in 1998) 
emerged queen of 
queens.

From the Spanish-
speaking Caribbean, 
Puerto Rico has had the 
most wins with five and 
the Dominican Republic 
and Panama one each.

Of all the interna-
tional beauty pageants, 
the Miss Universe is the 
most publicized, the 
most important and 
most reputed.

Although three Miss 
World crowns have gone 
to Jamaicans Carol Joan 
Crawford, Cindy Brake-
speare and Lisa Hanna, 
the Miss Universe title 
has eluded queens from 
the island.

Marley Among 
Final 5 for 
Reggae Grammy

Damian Marley picked 
up a MOBO award on 
Nov. 29. The British cel-
ebration of Black music 
was held in Leeds and 
represents an alterna-
tive to the Grammy 
Awards. 

Named Music Of 
Black Origin, Marley 
scored the nod over a 
formidable field of reg-
gae recorders for his 
“Stony Hill” CD in the 
Best Reggae Act cate-
gory.

Despite stiff com-
petition from Aidonia, 
Popcaan, Alkaline and 
Chronixx, the young-
est son of Bob Marley 
persevered to win. Also 
nominated for a Gram-
my in January when the 
awards return to New 
York City, in order to 
win another miniature 
gramophone Marley will 
have to beat Chronixx, 
Common Kings, J. Boog 
and Morgan Heritage.

Rapper Jay-Z topped 
the most nominations 
in top categories of 
record of the year, song 
of the year and album 
of the year for his “4:44” 
CD. With eight nomina-
tions to his already 21 
wins, he was named to 
contend for eight more 
golden music trophies.

Catch You On The 
Inside!

Inside Life
Continued from Page 11 
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For detailed location information 
and to RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629

Segundo Ruiz Belvis Care Center

545 East 142nd Street • Bronx
December 7 & 28
3:00 PM to 7:00 PM

January 20
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Medical Library, 3rd Floor

MetroPlus Morrisania Community Offi ce

225A 167th Street • Bronx
December 10

12:00 PM to 3:00 PM

December 16
12:00 PM to 6:00 PM

 

NYC Health+Hospitals | Lincoln

234 East 149th Street • Bronx
December 13

4:30 PM to 6:30 PM

December 27
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Conference Room 5

LOOKING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE?
WONDERING HOW YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

November 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018 is your chance to 
enroll in a quality health plan through MetroPlus.
Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing 
for your coverage! Learn if you and your family qualify – and 
how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

Join us for a free seminar
and learn about no-cost or low-cost 

health insurance options available 
through MetroPlus. 

WE CAN HELP!

MKT 17.202

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
MetroPlus does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its health programs and activities.
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711).

1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711)

By George Alleyne
Barbados Prime Minister 

Freundel Stuart might have 
picked a fight with the Carib-
bean Court of Justice when he 
accused the region’s highest 
court of slandering the island. 

With the country having 
been hit by at least three rep-
rimands in the past two years 
from the CCJ on delays in its 
criminal justice system, Stuart 
Tuesday signalled he has had 
enough and fell just short of 
saying that this island is being 
picked upon.

CCJ had slammed Barbados 
in 2015 for a civil case that was 
creeping through the island’s 
court since 1988. In 2016 it 
spoke of the ‘inordinate sys-
temic delay’ in a case involving 
drug dealers. 

Also last year CCJ President, 
Sir Dennis Byron, criticised the 
frequent adjournments of legal 
matters in Barbados’ magis-
trates courts that slows the 
justice system.

Additionally, Barbadians 
have been complaining about 
the number of persons charged 
with serious criminal offences, 
including murder, walking the 
streets free because of long 

delays in getting them to court 
trial.

“I do not myself get too over-
whelmed by what the Carib-
bean Court of Justice says. We 
do not rejoice that there are 
delays in the system. There are 
delays, and we have to deal with 
them,” Stuart said on the floor 
of Parliament.

In reference to the number 
of times that CCJ judges had 
reason to scold the island on its 
judicial delays, which attracted 
wide media attention he said, “I 
sometimes think that Barbados 
is being unnecessary slandered 
by some of the reports which 
I see.”

The prime minister pointed 
out that CCJ can make such 
comments of the Barbados sys-
tem because this island along 
with Guyana, Dominica and 
Belize are the only ones of the 
15-member CARICOM group-
ing to have signed on to this 
Caribbean court as the juris-
diction of final appeal.

“All the others still go the 
Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council, and when you 
read decisions coming out of 
the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council … evidence of 

horrible delays is uncovered in 
CARICOM countries that have 
not signed on to the CCJ,” Stu-
art said, adding “but the Judi-
cial Committee of the Privy 
Council handles that issue of 
delays much less salaciously 
than seems to be the case when 
the issue is being handled here 
in the Caribbean.”

He said that matters of delays 
that are before the British Privy 
Council “are dealt with in one 
sentence, two at most, without 
any administering of rebuke 
or any holding up of a particu-
lar country to ridicule... but a 
lot more salaciously issues are 
handled in this region.”

The prime minister said that 
delays in the criminal justice 
system “is a serious problem 
for all countries and we have to 
confront the problem because 
we all know that justice delayed 
is justice denied.”

He went on to speak of the 
‘vested interest’ of all Barbadi-
ans in a properly functioning 
judicial system, but added, “it is 
not going to function efficient-
ly if whenever there is evidence 
that there is delay … a country 
is held up to ridicule and the 
impression is given that the 

system is not working.”
He assured that the issue is 

not one on which Barbados can 
rest on its laurels, “but I am 
just saying that it is a regional 
problem and it just happens 
that those countries that have 
signed on to the CCJ come 
under the CCJ spotlight.

“Those that have not signed 
on to the CCJ come under the 
spotlight of the Judicial Com-

mittee of the Privy Council 
that deals with these issues 
fundamentally differently from 
how they are handled in the 
region.”

The clearly unhappy prime 
minister added, “the impres-
sion should not be given in 
any quarter that we hear about 
delays, or we know about them, 
and we’re doing nothing about 
them.”

Barbados PM hits back at CCJ

Barbados Prime Minister Freundel Stuart. 
 Photo by George Alleyne
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

Be The GIFT HERO!TM

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

By Alexandra Simon
All Belize everything!
Belizean author Andre 

Lopez says his native home has 
a lot to show the world with its 
one of a kind unique qualities. 
In his book, “Belize: An Inti-
mate Portrait,” he presents an 
in-depth look at Belize with an 
all-reference visual guidebook 
about the Central American 
country and its people.

“It’s not your typical tourist 
book full of pictures of happy 
tourists on the beach —  it’s a 
portrait of Belizeans, who we 
are, what we are, and how we 
live,” said Lopez.

The 180 page encyclopedia-
like book examines the histo-
ry, geography, cultural diver-
sity, religions, and the lan-
guages spoken in the country, 
along with some interesting 
facts. Lopez says the driving 
point for writing the book is 
to share this information with 
a wider audience about the 
notable value of his home. And 
he wants to pay homage to 
the people who help build the 

country and those who con-
tinue to help make it what it 
is now.

“Almost everything you 
want to know about Belize is in 
this book,” he said. “This book 
is a love story about Belize and 

it’s also about the common 
man, the nation builders, and 
their belief systems.”

A former British colony, 
Belize is the only country in 
Central America with English 
as an official language. Hav-
ing previously been occupied 
by the Spanish prior to Unit-
ed Kingdom and the site of 
migration from various ethnic 
groups, multiple languages are 
now spoken there. It is home 
to one of nature’s most fasci-
nating organisms, and the 36 
year–old nation is the young-
est nation in the region.

“We have the second long-
est barrier reef in the world 
which is an and economic 
powerhouse in the country, 
we speak 11 languages, and we 
are the newest country in all 
the Americas but haven’t had a 
war since 1798,” said Lopez.

It also offers readers with 
over a 150 photos, and an 
index on the national holidays, 
festivals, and a chronological 
rundown of important dates in 
the country’s history.

Belize is home to indigenous 
Mayans, East Indians, Chinese, 
Europeans, and the Garifuna, 
descendants of exiled Afro-Car-

ibbeans who migrated to the 
area. Today, many Belizeans 
can be a mixture of two or 
more of these ethnicities. 

New book highlights Belize’s 
diversity and history

Book cover for Lopez’s book celebrating his native Belize’s 
diversity.  Andre Lopez

Andre Lopez, author of “Be-
lize: An Intimate Portrait,” 
wanted to provide readers 
with an all-reference guide-
book for the Central Ameri-
can country. Andre Lopez

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 12/31/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, 
Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
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CATERERS

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, 

Cocktail, and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair.
Book your next Business, Luncheon, Family Reunion 

or Holiday Party 
today...
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By Tequila Minsky
Haiti Cherie, Pride, Love 

and Commitment attracted a 
good-looking, tony crowd that 
mingled in the expansive West 
57th space. After a few drinks 
(thanks to Moet Hennessey), 
one might even forget you are 
in Mosafer, a luxury luggage 
shop. But, the purpose of the 
evening was very clear. 

For seven years, Fabrice 
Armand has organized an event 
bringing together young pro-
fessionals, managers and direc-
tors at a ticketed $75-$100 with 
all proceeds going to a Haitian 
organization. 

This year’s event honored 
New York City Parks Commis-
sioner Haitian-American Mitch 
Silver and  Maryse Penatte-
Kedar, founder of ProDev, the 
designated recipient, a foun-
dation in Haiti building high 
quality education in Haiti. 

“If you’re looking for a school 
where children are punished or 
learn by rote, this is not the 
school that we support,” said 
Leonie Hermantin, director of 
ProDev USA, who picked up the 
award for Penatte-Kendar. 

Corporal punishment and 

memorization and repetition 
are long-held conventions in 
many Haitian schools, which 
additionally are challenged 
with lack of funds  and poorly 
trained, low-paid teachers. 

“We create space where 
children get respect and are 
encouraged to think critically. 
We offer a place where they can 
be children and have access to 
a rich, learning environment,” 

she explained. 
The foundation’s belief is 

that the key to development 
in Haiti is education “with a 
slightly better budget.” The first 
of the ProDev schools oper-
ated  before the earthquake, 
and now three ProDev schools 
— Cite Soleil, Zorange (K-9), 
and Labadee (K-9) — educate 
hundreds of children with their 
child-centered approach.  

Class size is limited to 35, 
technology is part of the cur-
riculum, and children get a hot, 
healthy meal reads the informa-
tive ProDev website. Haiti Che-
rie has joined the slew of part-
ners that include IDB, Digicel, 
Partners in Health, and Save the 
Children. The foundation also is 
doing  post-hurricane work in 
the south and trains teachers.

This past September, Armand 

visited  the ProDev school in 
Cite Soleil school. It was a com-
ponent activity of the Haiti Food 
and Spirits trip he organized 
— five days, 17 visitors attend-
ing  the festival as well as hav-
ing other Haiti cultural experi-
ences. 

“Volunteering in a part of 
the trip,” he explained of the 
half-day they spent with the 
students. 

Haiti Cherie supports education in Haiti

From left; Diallo Shabazz; Haitian-American Commissioner of Parks Mitchell Silver; Cas-
sandra Hendricks and Leonie Hermantin of ProDev.

For seven years, Fabrice Ar-
mand’s Haiti Cherie brings 
out a good-looking crowd 
to support projects in Haiti.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station



44    Caribbean Life, Dec. 08–Dec. 14, 2017 BQ

“Blessed Life” by Kim Fields 
with Todd Gold
c.2017, Faith Words 
$22.00 / $26.50 Canada 
215 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
You have much to be thankful 

for this year.
There’s a roof over your head, 

for beginners. You know where 
your next meal will come from. 
You can read, obviously. Run-
ning water, electricity, friends, 
and family, the list goes on. 
Author Kim Fields (with Todd 
Gold) counts those happy things, 
too, and in her new book “Bless-
ed Life,” she knows who gets 
credit.

Born in Harlem with a ped-
igree in performing — her 
grandmother was a dancer; her 
mother, an actress — Kim Fields 
recalls how much she loved Har-
lem, but she says she “would not 
trade growing up in Hollywood,” 
which is where she moved with 
her mother when Fields was six.

At age eight, as her mother’s 
L.A. star was on the rise, Fields 
tried out for her first role in a TV 
ad, later appearing in other com-
mercials. She met Janet Jackson 

and they often played together, a 
friendship that led Fields to an 
appearance on “Good Times,” as 
a friend of Jackson ’s character.

Shortly after that first quick 
appearance, Fields was hired for 
a new spin-off television show, 
in part because she could roller 
skate. The show wasn’t a hit with 
audiences at first, but NBC had 
faith in “The Facts of Life.”

“Going through puberty on 
television was not fun,” says 
Fields but she “handled” things. 
It helped that her mother kept 
her grounded; finding a church 
and connecting with God at age 
14 also made a difference.

Those things helped Fields 
during her trials and lifted her 
higher when things were good. 
Friends helped her search for 
love, introducing her to men 
and offering support when love 
went wrong. Professionally, work 
came and went in large roles 
and small projects. Fields went 
to college, worked behind-the-
scenes in the film industry, fell 
in love, and got married. When 
that relationship fell apart, she 
became depressed and stayed in 
bed for weeks, asking God if he 
“still got a plan, right?”

He did. It involved a new love, 
a family, more work, new focus, 
and maturity.

“What I’ve come to terms 
with,” says Fields, “is that as long 
as I’m moving forward…. I’m 
winning at least half the battle.”

“Blessed Life” is a bit of fresh 
air in the star-biography genre.

While so many H’wood mem-
oirs get oversaturated with 
chummy shouts of Look-Who-I-
Know, author Kim Fields’ ubiq-
uitous (in star bios) name-drop-
ping feels incidental and totally 
natural here. Fields (with Todd 
Gold) doesn’t seem to be reach-
ing to impress anyone; rather, 
her anecdotes are breezy and 
fun and pretty matter-of-fact, 
but she’s also open to laying out 
the ups and downs of being a 
child-star, grown up. Even that 
is told simply, but with just a 
little embellishment and a lot of 
gratitude.

Overall, we take the good, we 
take the bad, and we get a sense 
that the best aspects of Fields’ TV 
characters reflected the best of 
her, too. Most happily, this peek at 
stardom isn’t heavy on the drama 
and for that, reading “Blessed Life” 
is something to be thankful for.

A peek at stardom

Book cover of “Blessed Life” by Kim Fields.
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There are many things to consider when making educational decisions for your child.

                                  

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

How do you know which school is right for your child?

Public, private, charter, 
virtual and more - de-
ciding what school is 

best for your children can 
feel overwhelming. You want 
them to have an education 
that prepares them for a chal-
lenging world while fi tting 
their unique learning styles. 
How do you know the best op-
tion to ensure they thrive?

“The right school will not 
only help your child learn 
essential skills but instill 
a lifelong love of learning,” 
says Carol Lloyd, award-
winning educational writer 
and editorial director for 
GreatSchools, a nonprofi t 
school guide. “Bottom line: 
The school you choose for 
your child does make a dif-
ference.”

Lloyd knows making edu-

cational decisions isn’t easy. 
That’s why she offers her ad-
vice on the most important 
things to consider when re-
searching schools.

Testing scores: How does 
the school perform on state 
assessments across grades 
and subjects? Look at the per-
centage of students who score 
at or above profi ciency. If pos-
sible, look at test scores by 
student subgroup (race/eth-
nicity and family income). 
How are students like your 
child doing?

Student progress: Test 
scores don’t tell the whole 
story. It’s important that no 
matter where students start 
on the educational spectrum, 
they make progress and con-
tinuously learn as time passes. 
Understanding student prog-

ress can give you important 
information about how much 
children are learning at this 
school from year to year.

Equity: Look at how stu-
dents from all backgrounds 
are doing. Is there a big 
achievement gap between dif-
ferent groups? This helps you 
understand how schools are 
serving disadvantaged stu-
dent groups.

Advanced coursework: 
To understand the academic 
rigor of a school, research 
the advanced courses of-
fered. How many students are 
enrolling in those courses? 
What’s the average number 
of advanced courses a stu-
dent takes at the school? All 
these details can paint a pic-
ture about whether the stu-
dents are getting the classes 

they need for college and be-
yond.

Discipline and attendance 
fl ags: Does the school have 
high chronic absenteeism? Do 
they suspend some groups of 
students far more often than 
others? This might be a red 
fl ag that you should consider.

College readiness: If you 
have a high school student, 
you’re probably starting to 
think about the future. If you 
want to ensure your child’s 
school is preparing them for 
college, research the high 
school’s SAT-ACT participa-
tion and performance.

To check out schools in 
your area and learn more 
about school ratings and data, 
visit www.greatschools.org. 
You can quickly view this in-
formation and easily com-

pare it against other schools 
you’re considering, helping 
you save time while provid-
ing you the necessary infor-
mation to make a confi dent 
decision about your child’s 
education.

“The updated school pro-
fi les on GreatSchools display 
information parents need, 
and provide support to help 
them take action,” said Lloyd. 
“For example, if a school has a 
low Equity Rating compared 
to other schools in their state, 
parents will fi nd tips on how 
to discuss improving the edu-
cation of all students at this 
school with teachers and ad-
ministrators. This empow-
ers parents today and in the 
future so their children can 
receive the education they 
deserve.”
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION

What’s the key to helping your kids succeed?
The next time you see kids going 

to their high school graduation, 
youll be looking at money in the 

bank for all Americans. That’s be-
cause every youth who graduates 
from high school saves taxpayers $1 
million over their lifetime.

The problem
For some kids, however, getting to 

graduation can be particularly diffi-
cult. For example, the average youth 
in foster care changes schools three 
times and loses four to six months of 
academic progress at each stop. Na-
tionwide, only 50 percent of these 
youth graduate from high school. 
Without a diploma and a plan for 
their future, they experience dispro-
portionately high rates of poverty, 
homelessness, incarceration, early 
parenting and substance abuse. 

Five-year goal
Helping these vulnerable stu-

dents is a nonprofit based in Wash-
ington state that provides guidance 
to organizations all over the coun-
try. Called Treehouse, it focuses on 
giving youth in foster care a child-
hood and a future. In fact, its Grad-
uation Success program has an 89 
percent extended graduation rate. 

The culmination of a five-year goal 
for the youth to earn their diplomas 
at the same pace as their peers, the 
rate includes both on-time and fifth-
year graduates. When the program 
began in 2012, less than 40 percent 
of youth in foster care locally were 
graduating.

“Youth in foster care often need 
extra time to graduate because of 
challenges out of their control, and 
Treehouse sticks with them regard-
less of how long the journey takes,” 
said Janis Avery, CEO of Treehouse.

How it’s done
Based in middle schools and high 

schools, Graduation Success intro-
duces consistent education focus 
into the students’ lives, often for the 
first time. Part coach, part parent 
and frequently part best friend, Ed-
ucation Specialists meet with their 
students weekly—year in and year 
out, even during the summer. The 
students take charge of their own fu-
tures by learning to set goals, make 
plans and advocate for themselves.

Learn more
Visit www.treehouseforkids.org 

for further facts, to make a donation, 
host a drive or volunteer. Graduating high school is the key to helping kids lead successful adult lives. 

DO YOU RECEIVE FOOD STAMPS (SNAP)?
Our FREE programs and 

classes are for you!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL  718.368.4870
Kingsborough Community College/CUNY | Office of Continuing Education, Workforce Development & Strategic Community Partnerships
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 | www.kbcc.cuny.edu/continuinged
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Mary Queen of Heaven Catholic 
Academy is Mill Basin’s top educa-
tional and Catholic institution, sec-
ond to none! Furthermore, in keeping 
up with  our ever-changing, highly 
technological world, Mary Queen of 
Heaven Catholic Academy will be in-
troducing a science, technology, re-
ligion, engineering, arts, and math 
(STREAM) curriculum to our stu-
dents.

The top 10 goals of this curriculum, 
as listed in The National Catholic Edu-
cational Association, are as follows:

into every aspect of the curriculum 
through student-directed, project-
based experiential instruction.

based institutions that place high pri-
ority on faculty training, learning, 
leadership, and 21st-century skill ap-
plications.

-
ing environment that is focused on the 
integration of religion into science, 
technology, engineering, the arts, and 
mathematics.

all students in every aspect of the cur-

riculum, while maintaining a classi-
cal Catholic educational foundation.

math and science competencies can 
be developed, and that every student 
needs access to this curriculum to be 
fully engaged 21st-century learners.

-
tion in all areas of instruction.

-
dent populations who are tradition-
ally underrepresented in the sciences 
and the arts.

-
ages problem solving, group collabo-
ration, student-directed learning, and 
independent research.

-
fined in multiple ways, and can — and 
does — occur in many difficult types of 
schools and learning environments.

blue print to guide development and 
implementation of the curriculum.

The faculty and staff’s attention is 
focused on the Common Core Stan-
dards, and implementing new strate-
gies for a STREAM curriculum for all 
students.

For a tour, call (718) 763–2360.

Want your child to love learning?

Don’t wait out the school year,
check out open enrollment at

Accepting transfer students in PreK3 to 7th Grade

Call Principal Mary Bellone at
718.763.2360 for more information

STUDENTS OF ALL FAITHS WELCOME

1326 East 57th Street Brooklyn, NY 11234

mqhca.org

M��� Q�		
 �� H	��	

C������� A���	��
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Soon after back-to-school season 
ends, a new one begins for par-
ents of college-age kids: “send-me-

something” season lasts for the whole 
school year. This year, instead of send-
ing your college kid yet another care 
package fi lled with cookies and other 
stuff they may not use (or will have to 
share with roommates), why not give 
them these college-friendly apps?

Here are fi ve apps that should be on 
every college student’s must-have list:

Venmo: Keeping track of cash or a 
credit card can be a hassle for busy 
college kids. This payments app al-
lows users to pay individuals or busi-
nesses using their Venmo account, 
link a bank account, make payments 
in other mobile apps, and transfer 
money into and out of bank accounts. 
Just be sure kids take proper security 
precautions with their mobile device 
to protect their payment app. Visit 
www.venmo.com to learn more.

Course Hero: While many learn-
ing apps provide great general infor-
mation, Course Hero delivers course-
specifi c learning tools. Students can 
search the app’s more than 18.5 mil-
lion educational resources by their 
college and course names to fi nd ma-
terial that’s specifi c to their courses. 

Students can also interact with a 
worldwide educational network of 20 
million students and educators, ask 
tutors for personalized homework 
help, share study resources and fi nd 
the best information for hard-to-com-
plete projects. Learn more at www.
coursehero.com, or download the free 
app in Google Play Store.

Flipboard: Between multiple so-
cial media accounts, cable news and 
newspapers, there’s a lot of informa-
tion out there. You want your kids to 
be informed, but you also don’t want 
them spending half their day scrolling 
on their devices. Flipboard combines 
all the feeds from a user’s social me-
dia networks and curates news stories 
in an up-to-date, personalized maga-
zine to help students get rid of the clut-
ter and read the news that matters to 
them. Find more information at fl ip-
board.com.

Alarmy: College kids can fi nd it 
hard to drag themselves out of bed in 
time for that 8 a.m. class, especially if 
they were up late studying the night 
before. Sometimes an ordinary alarm 
just won’t cut it - it’s too easy to keep 
hitting “snooze” or just turn it off and 
go back to sleep. Alarmy forces stu-
dents to get out of bed by requiring 

them to take a specifi c action - such as 
using their mobile device to take a pic-
ture of an item in their living room, 
or solving a math problem - to turn 
off the alarm. The app is available at 
https://alar.my.

MyFitnessPal: “The freshman 15” 
is not a myth. College kids can fi nd 
themselves gaining much more than 
a few pounds over the course of their 
college careers. Busy schedules, sleep 
deprivation, convenience foods and 
lack of exercise can undermine stu-

dents’ good health. This app helps stu-
dents track key health factors such as 
nutrition, diet and exercise. It’s avail-
able at www.myfi tnesspal.com for ei-
ther Android or IOS devices.

Fortunately, there’s an app for vir-
tually every aspect of college life. And 
while no one has yet made an app 
that can replace a parent’s love, gift-
ing your college student with a digital 
care package is a great way to show 
your support throughout the school 
year.

Five student-friendly apps that 
beat any college care package

Our picks for the apps that should be on every undergraduate’s must-have list.
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By Nelson A. King
Several members of the Carib-

bean community on Thanksgiving 
Saturday joined the United Vincie 
Cultural Group of Brooklyn (UVCGB) 
in participating in the group’s annual 
Christmas Serenade at the Fellow-
ship Hall of the Miracle Temple Min-
istries in Brownsville, Brooklyn. 

Members and patrons sang lustily 
popular Christmas carols and songs, 
recited poems, gave speeches and 
performed a skit in evoking much 
Caribbean Christmas nostalgia. 

After singing “Silent Night” and 
“Long Time Ago in Bethlehem,” 
UVCGB members recited, in part, 
“The Gift.” 

“It’s better to give than to receive/
So, this December/Let it be a reason 
to remember / So, what is your gift 
to Him this Christmas/Good things 
come in small packages.”

Noting that each village in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines has “a 
unique way in celebrating Christ-
mas,” Mistress of Ceremonies Caren 
Charles-DeFreitas, asked patrons to 

describe the way in which this was 
done and to sing a Christmas carol.

“During Christmas, we sneaked 
and opened up our gift,” said Reg-
istered Nurse Pamela Griffin, who 
trekked from the Bronx with her 
husband to attend the event for the 
first time, recalling Christmas in her 
household as a child in Frenches, 
Kingstown, the Vincentian capital. 
“We have we [our] mauby.”

One patron from Georgetown, St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines’ second 

Vincie group stages Christmas concert

O’Brien Simmons sings “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas.” Photo by Nelson A. King

Continued on Page 50

By Alexandra Simon
It’s a home away from home for the 

holidays.
The fifth annual Old Time Grand 

Market returns this year, and it is com-
ing to Brooklyn for the first time, at 
the Holy Family Church in Canarsie 
on Dec. 10. The formerly Queens-based 
festival is a yearly event that boasts of 
recreating Caribbean-style holiday tra-
ditions to soothe the longing for home 
during a time where people are cel-
ebrating their cultural customs, said 
the organizer. 

“It’s a trip down memory lane,” 

By Alexandra Simon
She’s on her way up. 
Jamaican American theater actress 

Dianne Dixon landed a role in the debut 
off-Broadway musical show “Falling in 
Love With Mr. Dellamort,” at the Slip-
per Room in Manhattan starting Dec. 6. 
In the show, Dixon takes on a role vastly 
different from her off-stage personal-
ity, and the other parts she has done 
in mostly Caribbean-centric theater, 
she said.

Caribbean-style 
Christmas comes 

to Canarsie

Jamaican 
actress stars in 

new musical

Actress Dianne Dixon is starring in 
the world premiere of the musical 
“Falling in Love with Mr. Dellamort.”

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 
SERENADESERENADE
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Feel It Still
Portugal. The Man

Havana
Camila Cabello Feat. Young Thug

Perfect
Ed Sheeran Duet w/ Beyonce

Thunder
Imagine Dragons

Rockstar
Post Malone Feat. 21 Savage

What Lovers Do
Maroon 5 Feat. SZA

Too Good At Goodbyes
Sam Smith

Sorry Not Sorry
Demi Lovato

Bad At Love
Halsey

Mi Gente
J Balvin & Willy William Feat Beyonce

Reputation
Taylor Swift

Friday On Elm Street
Fabulous & Jadakiss

A Pentatonix Christmas
Pentatonix

Beautiful Trauma
P!nk

The Thrill Of It All
Sam Smith

Who Built The Moon
Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds

No Shame
Hopsin

You Make It Feel Like Christmas

Gwen Stefani

Cybersex
Blackbear

Presented by

wireless

Christmas
Michael Buble

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS “The character I play is 

nothing like me and is actu-
ally the opposite — she is sup-
posed to be this over the top 

and sexy seductress and I’m 
very shy,” said Dixon.

The musical follows Mr. 
Dellamort, a man of mystery 
and three guests in his South 
Carolina inn who are also 
romantically interested in 
him. And Dixon’s character is 
one his suitors and maintains 
some mystique of her own.

In the play she portrays 
Mina Thompson, an older 
woman in her sixties who 
presents a younger persona. 

“No one knows how old she 
really is,” said Dixon. “She 
keeps a youthful appearance 
to keep herself sexy, and tries 
to seduce the owner of a hotel 
and resort.”

Dixon said she was drawn 
to the script for its humor 
and the opportunity to play 
a different type of role. She 
said that people will enjoy 
the hilarity the show has to 
offer, as much as her and her 
castmates do.

“I think people will like the 
wittiness of the script and the 
comedic timing,” said Dixon. 

“The script is so funny that 
even at rehearsal, we are all 
cracking top and turning red. 
It’s quite entertaining and 
people will come away feeling 
tickled and caught up in the 
story.”

Breaking into theater was 
not always an easy feat for 
Dixon. She mostly did Car-
ibbean stageplays, working 
her way up but found her 
day job often interfering with 
her chances to secure audi-
tions and roles. But now the 
up-and-coming actress is 
continuing to rise, recently 
appearing  in “Naisula” and 
“Hair’itage: The Play” earlier 
this year.

Now she closes off the year 
with her latest role in the 
funny and mysterious musi-
cal “Falling in Love with Mr. 
Dellamort,” showcasing her 
diverse acting style. She credits 
that to her publicists at Sure 
Thing Productions, for being 
her third eye and booking audi-
tions for her as she works a 
day job.

“They were the driving force 
behind me getting auditions,” 
said Dixon. “They would send 
my pictures and clips to casting 
directors, and I would get asked 
to come in for auditions.”

largest town, said her house 
was thoroughly cleaned in 
preparation for Christmas Day.

“We cleaned the windows as 
usual,” she said. “we had our 
ham and sorrel beer.”

Geoffrey Holder, UVCGB 
vice president, who hails from 
Byera Hill in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, said his family 
stocked up on beverages from 
local manufacturing compa-
nies.

“We never waited until 
Christmas; we used to drink 
out the Ju-C,” he said, about he 
and his siblings’ indulgence as 
youths, to laughter.

“The best Christmas is in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines,” 
he added, announcing that he 
was going home this year for 
Christmas.

UVCGB president and found-
er Dr. Roxie Irish, a youth min-
ister at the Miracle Temple 
Ministries, and her youthful 
friends — Jamaican Faith Ben-
nett and London-born Yvonne 
Wilkes-Slater — reconnect-
ed at the event after singing 
together, about 20 years ago, as 
“The Zionnaires.”

“Christmas to me is an enjoy-
able time,” said Bennett, who 
journeyed from Connecticut. 

“When I was a child, Christ-
mas, to me, took 20 years. We 
were up at 4 am, and marched 
and sang up to 7 am.”

The reunited “Zionnaires” 
then offered, acapella, to rave 
reviews, “There’s a Name,” and 
“Jesus, Jesus, O What a Won-
derful Child.”

Laverne McDowald-Thomp-
son, president of the Brooklyn-
based Council of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Organiza-
tions, U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO), 
COSAGO treasurer and Bequia 
United Progressive Organiza-
tion (BUPO) president O’Brien 
Simmons, and UVCGB mem-
ber Judith “Baffy” Cuffy-Mur-
ray collaborated in singing “I’m 
Dreaming of a White Christ-
mas” and “Virgin Mary Had a 
Baby Boy.”

Jamaican Maxine Fisher, 
who worships at Miracle Temple 
Ministries, sang “Thank You, 
Lord,” and her compatriot, Lavi-
na Hall, also a Miracle Temple 
Ministries worshipper, belched 
out “Dawn from the Glory.”

Other performances includ-
ed selections from the Miracle 
Temple Ministries choir (“Joy to 
the World”); Pastor Rudolph Tel-
esford, of Nehemiah Christian 
Outreach Ministries in Flatbush 
(“Lilly of the Valley”); Lorna 

Jackson (“Raises Your Voices”); 
Emily Scykes (“Ra Pa Pom 
Pom”); Bishop Hollis Charles, 
of Bethel Gospel Assembly in 
Chester Cottage, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines (“Trust Him 
Because He Loves You”); and 
Sheba (“We Three Kings”).

Cuffy-Murray also led a short 
skit on “Beatrice Beauty Shop,” 
ending with the cast rendering 
“Christmas, Christmas, We Wish 
You a Merry, Merry Christmas.”

Using a broken bottle and 
aluminum foil as instru-
ments, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines’ New York Consul 
General Howie Prince demon-

strated his versatility by play-
ing to, loud applause, “O, Holy 
Night.”

The UVCGB brought the 
house down with a medley, 
comprising, among others, 
“Christmas, Christmas,” and 
“All We Want for Christmas is 
Peace and Love.”

“I’m so excited to be here,” 
said Savanda Latrice, originally 
from Georgetown, South Caro-
lina, who traveled from Hartford, 
Conn. “I’m really enjoying myself.

“Christmas, for me, when 
growing up in the South, was 
about loving each other,” she 
added. 

CHRISTMAS 
Continued from Page 49 

Musical
Continued from Page 49 

said Andrew Clarke. “If you’re 
missing home and not able to 
afford the high prices of plane 
tickets to go home, you can 
come experience a little taste 
of what a Caribbean Christmas 
is like.”

The old market tradition 
is a concept that originated 
in Jamaica before the rise of 
more modern trends of last-
minute shopping. The market-
place was where people went 

to make purchases of all sorts 
of holiday-related treats and 
gifts, added Clarke. 

“It was the last opportu-
nity to go buy your Christmas 
gift because predating shop-
ping malls, people went to the 
grand market,” he said. 

To bring back this old-fash-
ioned custom, the market is 
a chance to reconnect people 
to how it is done back home, 
along with traditional music 
and food.

“We want to foster that tra-
ditions with cultural perform-
ances and celebrate different 
cultures,” said Clarke. 

Grand Market
Continued from Page 49 

United Vincie Cultural Group of Brooklyn performs “Long 
Time Ago in Bethlehem.”  Photo by Nelson A. King

The Braata Folk singers will perform traditional and mod-
ern Caribbean Christmas songs at the fi fth-annual Old Time 
Grand Market in Canarsie on Dec. 10. Jason Johnson
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St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg

By Kam Williams
Charles Dickens (1812-1870) 

is considered the preeminent 
novelist of the Victorian Era 
because of his touching and 
timeless tales that shed light 
on the plight of the poor. He 
probably began developing an 
empathy for the less fortunate 
at an early age. That’s because 
he had to drop out of school 
to work in a factory to support 
the family after his bankrupt 
father (Jonathan Pryce) went 
to a debtors’ prison.

Charles’ challenging child-
hood ostensibly served as 
the source of inspiration for 

such coming-of-age classics 
as “The Adventures of Oliver 
Twist,” “Great Expectations” 
and “David Copperfield.” But 
the book which has had the 
most profound effect on West-
ern culture is “A Christmas 
Carol,” since it irreversibly 
altered how we celebrate the 

holiday.
That notion is the genesis 

of “The Man Who Invented 
Christmas,” Les Standiford’s 
historical narrative recount-
ing the events in December 
of 1843 leading up to Dick-
ens’ publishing “A Christmas 
Carol.” Now, that opus has 

been adapted to the big screen 
by Bharat Nalluri (MI-5) as a 
sentimental tale of redemp-
tion.

As the film unfolds, we find 
a cash-strapped Dickens (Dan 
Stevens) living beyond his 
means and struggling to sup-
port his family. Truth be told, 

he didn’t even marry his wife, 
Kate (Morfydd Clark), and 
have the the first of their ten 
kids until 1836. That anach-
ronism makes one wonder to 
what extent the picture con-
veniently takes further license 
with the facts in order to spin 
a heartwarming yarn.

Anyhow, with debt collec-
tors closing in, we see Dick-
ens fighting writer’s block to 
crank out another best seller 
after releasing three bombs in 
a row. Luckily, key elements of 
“A Christmas Carol,” like the 
characters Ebenezer Scrooge 
(Christopher Plummer) and 
“The Ghost of Christmas Past” 
(Anna Murphy) come to him 
in a variety of ways, ranging 
from dreams to an offhand 
observation made by his hum-
ble, Irish housekeeper (Donna 
Marie Sludds).

He proceeds to publish the 
novella on Dec. 19, and the 
first edition sells out before 
Christmas. More importantly, 
the manuscript’s moving mes-
sage about catching the spirit 
of the season made a lasting 
impact that still shapes the 
way we observe the holiday.

Merry Capitalism!

“The Man Who Invented 
Christmas”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG for mature 
themes and mild epithets
Running time: 104 min-
utes
Production Studio: Par-
allel Films / Rhombus 
Media
Distributor: Bleecker 
Street

A sentimental tale of redemption

A scene from “The Man Who Invented Christmas” directed by Bharat Nalluri. www.

rottentomatoes.com

Big Sonia (Unrated) 
Bittersweet biopic about 
great-grandmother, busi-
nesswoman and haunted 
Holocaust survivor Sonia 
Warshawski who, after los-
ing her tailor shop’s lease 
at the age of 91, recounts for posterity the 
horrors she witnessed at Auschwitz, Ber-
gen-Belsen and Majdanek, which included 
watching her mother being marched into 
the gas chamber.

Hollow in the Land (Unrated) Sus-
pense thriller revolving around a woman’s 
(Dianna Agron) effort to clear her mur-
der suspect brother’s (Jared Abrahamson) 
name after he flees from the scene of the 
crime. Supporting cast includes Shawn 
Ashmore, Rachelle Lefevre and Jessica 
McLeod.

I, Tonya (R for violence, pervasive pro-
fanity, and some sexuality and nudity) 
Warts-and-all biopic recounting the rise 
and fall from grace of Tonya Harding 
(Margot Robbie), the American figure 
skater whose bodyguard (Paul Walter 
Hauser) and ex-husband (Sebastian Stan) 
hired a mobster (Ricky Russert) to break 
the legs of her primary rival, Nancy Kerri-
gan (Caitlin Carver), weeks before the two 
were set to compete against each other in 
the 1994 Winter Olympics. With Allison 
Janney, Bobby Cannavale and Julianne 
Nicholson.

Miss Kiet’s Children (Unrated) Poign-

ant profile of Kiet Engels, a schoolteacher 
who has dedicated her career to helping 
recent refugees make the cultural adjust-
ment to life in Holland. (In Dutch with 
subtitles)

November Criminals (PG-13 for profan-
ity, mature themes, teen sexuality, drug 
use and brief violence) Adaptation of Sam 
Munson’s young adult novel about a cou-
ple of high school seniors (Ansel Elgort 
and Chloe Grace Moretz) who attempt to 
solve the senseless murder of a classmate 
(Jared Kemp). With Catherine Keener, 
David Strathairn and Cory Hardrict.

The Pirates of Somalia (Unrated) Adap-
tation of journalist Jay Bahadur’s (Evan 
Peters) best-selling memoir of the same 
name recounting how, in 2008, he embed-
ded himself with African hijackers holding 
Western ships for ransom. Support cast 
includes Melanie Griffith, Russell Posner 
and Barkhad “I’m the Captain Now!” Abdi. 
(In English and Somali with subtitles)

Quest (Unrated) Inspirational docu-
mentary, shot over the course of a decade, 
chronicling an African-American fam-
ily’s struggle to survive in a North Philly 
ghetto.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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CARIBBEAN LIFE 
IS LOOKING FOR 
DYNAMIC MEDIA 
SALESPEOPLE

BE A PART OF OUR SUCCESS
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper reaching the Caribbean 

Diaspora for more than 25 years, is looking for experienced salespeople 
to sell print, digital, and sponsorship advertising.

The position requires a motivated outside sales representative to develop new business 
through in-person sales calls, and to grow revenue by exceeding customer expectations.

Caribbean Life is part of Community News Group (CNG) which reaches 
over a million readers weekly with its 20+ newspapers.  

In addition CNG has digital products, magazines, and local events.

Please send your resume and cover letter to rdonofrio@cnglocal.com
or call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510. 

 communication skills

 profi ciency

 required

 Expenses, Paid vacation

Requirements & Qualifi cations

Community News Group is an EOE.



Caribbean Life, Dec. 08–Dec. 14, 2017 53  BQ

FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Doug Feinberg
NEW YORK (AP) — The annual 

meeting between UConn and Notre 
Dame lived up to a showdown of top 
teams. While that game nearly came 
down to the end, it didn’t compare to 
the Creighton-Drake game that went 
four overtimes.

The top-ranked Huskies had 
cruised through their first six games 
to easy victories. They found them-
selves facing a rare double-digit defi-
cit in the fourth quarter against the 
No. 3 Irish before rallying for an 
80-71 victory.

UConn pulled off the comeback in 

front of a loud sellout crowd with-
out preseason All-Americans Gabby 
Williams and Katie Lou Samuelson. 
Williams was bothered by a migraine 
that’s plagued her for a while and 
missed the entire second half. Samu-
elson tweaked a foot injury in the 

UConn rallies over Irish

Connecticut’s Kia Nurse dribbles as Notre Dame’s Arike Ogunbowale, right, defends during the fi rst half an 
NCAA college basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017, in Hartford, Conn.  AP Photo/Jessica Hill

Continued on Page 54

By Azad Ali
West Indies coach Stuart Law said 

that the Cricket West Indies (CWI) 
selectors should be lenient towards 
Chris Gayle selection on the West Indies 
team, describing him as a player “com-
mitted to the cause.”

However, the Australian coach was 
careful to note that the superstar open-
er would still have to meet certain 

By Azad Ali
Australian cricketers recently sought 

help from retired sprint king Usain Bolt 
to boost their running between the 
wickets for the Ashes Test series against 
England. The Jamaican track superstar, 
the world record holder in the l00-
meter and 200-meter and eight-time 
Olympic Champion, is working with the 

Coach: Chris 
Gayle still 
valuable

Sprint king 
coaches 
Aussies

Jamaican athlete Usain Bolt. 
 Associated Press / Tim Ireland, File

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

BASKETBALL BASKETBALL 
SHOWDOWNSHOWDOWN
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Australian batsmen to improve their 
“explosiveness” off the mark.

Bolt told the Herald Sun newspaper 
in Australia, “It’s all about explosive-
ness and that’s one thing I’ve noticed 
with cricket — they don’t really have 
a lot of explosiveness when they’re 
running.”

The world’s fastest man noted, 
“They seem to always take off at a 
slow rate. Getting it right will defi-
nitely help people.”

Bolt, 31, who retired from athlet-
ics after August’s World Champion-
ships in London said he was trying 
to increase the awareness of running 
while batting.

Australian batsman Peter Hands-
comb said Bolt’s tips were welcomed 
ahead of the first Ashe Test in Bris-
bane, which started last week.

Bolt said he has been had been 
busy after retirement preparing for a 
stint at football.

“guidelines” but said that from what 
he has seen during the recent limited 
overs tour of England, Gayle was still 
a valuable asset to the side.

Law said there are certain players 
that have to be given leniency and 
Gayle is one of the greatest players.

Gayle, 38, returned to the West 
Indies One-Day International for the 
first time in nearly two months last 
September.

He gathered 173 runs at an aver-
age of 43, narrowly missing out on 
his 23rd ODI century when he made 
a top score of 94 in the third match 
at Brisbane.

Sprint king 

Chris Gayle

fourth quarter that had sidelined her for 
the previous four games.

Still, the Huskies managed to over-
come the 11-point fourth quarter hole 
to win their 69th consecutive home 
game.

“That fourth quarter really came 
down to, collectively, you could see 
a change,” coach Geno Auriemma 
said. “We don’t have that one person 
that walks around and acts like it and 
demands that kind of response. We 
don’t, and you can’t manufacture it. So 
it’s got to be a team thing, and that’s 
what happened in the fourth quarter. 
You could see it. The demeanor of our 
team changed.”

Notre Dame coach Muffet McGraw 
was disappointed her team couldn’t fin-
ish off the Huskies.

“We played well for 35 minutes,” she 

said. “I thought we had some defensive 
lapses. Offensively, we executed, but I 
thought we could have played a little 
smarter. We did a great job rebounding 
in the first half and not in the second 
half. ... We just had a stretch of ugly 
and, unfortunately for us, it was the last 
five minutes.”

Creighton played its first four-OT 
game in 31 years, holding off Drake 108-
100 on Sunday. Audrey Faber scored a 
career-high 34 points in a homecoming 
game for the junior. She surpassed the 
1,000-point mark for her career in the 
contest.

It was the first four-overtime game in 
women’s basketball since Columbia and 
Dartmouth last year.

Other happenings around 
college basketball:

STAT SHEET STUFFER: Elon’s Shay 
Burnett had the program’s first triple-

double with 10 points, 11 rebounds 
and 10 assists against Coker on Nov. 
27. It was the second triple-double in 
the CAA this season. William & Mary 
center Abby Rendle has the other one. 
She is closing in on the CAA’s career 
blocks record (273) which is held by 
Elena Delle Donne. Rendle broke the 
William & Mary career blocks record 
against Davidson. Since then, Rendle 
has brought her total to 266. She has 44 
blocks in eight games this season.

SHARP SHOOTER: UConn’s Kia 
Nurse hit 12 consecutive 3-pointers 
over the last three games before miss-
ing one to set the school record for 
successive makes. She fell two short of 
the NCAA record held by a few different 
players.

“It’s weird hearing that,” Nurse said 
of holding the school record. “The 
coaches have been so willing to put the 
time in to shoot with me.”

BASKETBALL SHOWDOWN
Notre Dame’s Marina Mabrey, left, is guarded by Connecticut’s Crystal Dangerfi eld during the fi rst half an NCAA 
college basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017, in Hartford, Conn. Associated Press / Jessica Hill

Continued from Page 53 

West Indies player Chris Gayle. 
 Associated Press / Rick Rycroft, File

Continued from Page 53 

Continued from Page 53 

By Azad Ali
West Indies opener Kraigg Brathwaite 

has moved up into the top 20 of the ICC 
batting rankings, after rising one place in 
the latest release.

The right-hander is coming off an aver-
age two-match series against Zimbabwe 
in November where he scored 121 runs 
from three innings at an average of 40.

He had a difficult home series against 
Pakistan with just l0l runs from six 

innings but has made steady progress 
up the rankings since then, following the 
three-Test tour of England where he aver-
aged 47.

Brathwaite, 24, has emerged as the 
Windies batting leader in recent years and 
averages 36 from 42 Tests.

He is currently in New Zealand for 
the two-Test match starting this month 
(December).

Brathwaite is the only West Indies bats-

man in the top 20 with the next best being 
the in-form right-hander Shai Hope who 
stands at 25th.

Meanwhile, fast bowler Shannon Gabri-
el, has remained 20th in the bowling 
rankings. Following his five wicket haul in 
the two Tests against Zimbabwe recently.

The Trinidadian is the highest ranked 
West Indies bowler, with leg-spinner 
Devendra Bishoo lying 23rd and seamer 
Kemar Roach, 24th.

Brathwaite in top batting rankings
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By George Alleyne
Cricket is not played just 

on the field, it begins in the 
community from which play-
ers emerge, and the Caribbean 
environment has been produc-
ing individuals who put self 
before country, said historian 
Hilary Beckles.

For this reason, the Univer-
sity of the West Indies vice-
chancellor has laid blame for 
West Indies cricket being in the 
doldrums for the past 20 years 
squarely on polices laid down 
on societies of the region by the 
International Monetary Fund, 
which he contends takes away 
from the poor and gives to the 
rich and big business.

He said that much of the 
decline in quality of players and 
the absence of their dedication 
to country and region is to be 
blamed on a selfish approach 
by players who put personal 
enrichment over national 
interests.

“That is the new mindset, 
but I do not blame cricketers 
for this mindset,” Beckles said.

Beckles recently used the 
opportunity of a launch of his 
book on West Indies cricket 
to slam the fund for what he 

said was the economic destruc-
tion its programmes caused in 
Caribbean societies where IMF 
policies benefit only the upper 
class and the corporate sec-
tor, while the wretched condi-
tions it created for the masses 
contributed to the fall of West 
Indies cricket.

Beckles had authored 13 
books on various aspects of 
Caribbean society before pen-
ning the new release, ‘Cricket 
without a Cause: fall and rise 
of the mighty West Indian Test 
Cricketers.’

As the title suggests, Beckles’ 
book chronicles the progress 
and struggles in this game 
that holds great significance to 
people of the English-speaking 
Caribbean.

He explained, “in the book 
I argued this is an issue of 
the education, it is not about 
cricketers.

“It’s about why it is that after 
50 years of independence we 
still have half of our citizens 
trapped in ghettos, living in the 
most deplorable environments 
imaginable.

“Almost every country in the 
Caribbean in the 1990s, in the 
decade of decline … was under 

an IMF programme in one way 
or another.

“To one level of intensity 
or another the IMF had taken 
over the Caribbean because 
our economies were all col-
lapsing.

“And these are the societies 
— the societies that have been 
cut off by the governments, 
left to fend for themselves in 
poverty — these are the com-
munities that are producing 
the cricketers.”

The vice-chancellor said that 
when the Caribbean young 
cricketers emerge from these 
downtrodden societies where 
the struggle everyday is one 
for personal existence, “they 
come with a hardened attitude 
towards their governments, 
an indifferent attitude towards 
their societies, and an aggres-
sive sense of surviving as an 
individual.”

Beckles said that he shared 
his opinions with IMF Direc-
tor, Christine Legarde, during 
a meeting with her in his office 
in Jamaica earlier this month 
when she had visited that 
island for the sixth IMF High 
Level Caribbean Forum.

The foremost Caribbean aca-

demic said that he told Legarde, 
“while you are pouring millions 
and millions of dollars into the 
governments to stabilise these 
economies, the beneficiaries of 
all these IMF programmes are 
the upper class, the corporate 
class, the big companies, and 
the victims of all of your pro-
grammes are the working poor 
people, and these are the peo-
ple who are the majority.”

Given these conditions he 
asked Legarde, “so what is the 
future of democracy of the IMF 
continues to dominate the Car-
ibbean?”

He told his Monday night 
audience that in the conver-
sation with the IMF head, “I 
was concerned about the fact 
that these young cricketers are 
coming from these dis-enfran-
chised communities.”

UWI vice chancellor: Blame it on IMF 

A  cricket fan has her book signed by the author Hilary 
Beckles. Photo by George Alleyne

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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For more info contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Outreach Supervisor:
(718) 886-8160 ext. 324 | communitydevelopment@qptv.org 

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355
FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Info Line (718) 886-4880

Queens Public Television | Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO 

Board of Directors: Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman; Nayibe Berger; 
Sandra Delson; Stuart Domber; John B. Haney; Alfred Harris; Henry Kee; 
Joan Serrano-Laufer; Ruth Schlossman 

Honorary Directors: Joel A. Miele, Sr., Director Laureate; 
William L. Jefferson, Director Emeritus
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A CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
AN SUIL NA GAEL TV

ANSWERING CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
AURELIA TV SHOW

BABY BOOMERS CLUB 55+
BUSINESS TODAY

C.A.S.H. INC FILMS
CAPITAL DEL ROCK

CARIBBEAN CLASSROOM
CARIBBEAN MIX

CASTYLES XYZ (TV SHOW)
CLAUDE JONES PRESENTS

CULTURAL CARAVAN TV
CULTURAL PIECES OF LIFE

CYBERSENIORS.NYC
DIVINE PROVISION WHERE MONEY 

DURANFILMS PRESENTS
EL PENSAMIENTO POSITIVO

ELEANOR
ETHEL CHEN SHOW

EUPHONIOUS EXPLORATIONS
FANTASYMAN, PRINCE OF DREAMS

FAWAKA TV
FINDING WISDOM TV SHOW

FOCUS ON SOLUTIONS
FRANCAMENTE INTERNACIONAL

GAIL ARCHER SHOW
GAME SHOW BLOCK PARTY

GODDESS BBW
GODS ANOINTED IN CHRIST

GRINDHARD TV
GS VARIETY

HIGHLIGHTS PLEASE
I AM PINOY, PROUD AKO

IN CONVERSATION 
INDIA TALKS

JESUS CHRIST IS LORD
JULIO EN AMERICA

KRISHNA 24/7
LIVING WITH SICKLE CELL
MACEDONIAN TV OF USA

MEL  BERKOWITZ  PRESENTS
MIND BODY SOUL CONNECTION

MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC

MY TV SHOW
NEW YORK CITY NOW

NEW YORK VARIETY SHOW
NY AMATEUR PROMOTIONS

O’S CRIB
OUR LIVES - HERE AND THERE

PASTOR DORIS JOHNSON SHOW
POWER TOOLS FOR LIFE

PROPHECY
RAGACHITRAM
RENEE REPORT
RHU DI KHURAK

RINCE CALDER SHOW
ROMANIAN GOSPEL

SAHAJA YOGA MEDITATION
SCIFININJATHEATER

SOMETHING JUST FOR YOU
SONGS OF FREEDOM

SPOTLIGHT
TAI CHI MADE EASY

TALENTS UNLIMITED
TALKING ABOUT:

THAT FAMOUS LADY
THE ANTHI SPANOS SHOW

THE CHINESE NEW YORKER
THE FILTHYRICH SHOW

THE GILLIS & BARRY SHOW
THE HOUR OF DELIVERANCE
THE JOE SHOW IN CONCERT
THE JOE SHOW INTERVIEWS
THE JOE SHOW PRESENTS

LIGHT MILLENNIUM TV
THE OASIS

THE QUEENS GRAPEVINE
THE RAW DEAL

THE SHOW
THE WALKERS

THE WINE SHOW
TILDEVISION IDEAS

TOUCH ME T.V.
WAT PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

WHERE ARE WE GOING?
WOMAN 2 WOMAN TV
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