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By Bert Wilkinson
Stepping up the pressure on 

European governments to make 
them pay for their participa-
tion in the transatlantic slave 
trade, Caribbean governments 
have decided to include Norway 
and Sweden among the list of 
countries which must compen-
sate the descendants of Africans 
who were forced to work for free 
on plantations throughout the 
region officials documents have 
indicated.

The bloc of 15 nations head-
quartered in Guyana said this 
week that a decision was made 
at last month’s annual summit 
in Grenada to expand on the 
number of countries receiving 
demand payment letters for 
their role in slavery as additional 
research has now shed new light 
on the role of the two in the 
slave trade.

Letters have already been sent 
to France, Britain, The Nether-
lands, Portugal and Spain with 
all replying barring Portugal. 
Officials say Portugal fears that 
any engagement with the Carib-
bean will open a proverbial can 
of worms for the country as it 
was among the last European 

nations to abolish slavery and 
had brought large numbers of 
Africans to work on sugar and 
other plantations in Brazil as an 
example. Brazil has the largest 
Afro descended population out-
side of Nigeria.

Norway had interest on the 
region from 1660 to 1806 and is 
now ruing the day it became so 
involved as its past is now comb-
ing back to haunt it at a time 
when it struts around the world 
promoting its squeaky clean 
image as a global do gooder. It 
had interest in the American 
dependencies of St. Croix and St. 
Thomas and hundreds of its sea-
faring nationals worked on slave 
ships for other European coun-
tries plying the Caribbean.

Sweden on the other hand 
had a presence in St. Barthele-
my, acquiring the tiny territory 
from Britain in 1748, handing 
over the territory to France in 
1784, ending its presence in the 
region.

The Swedes have already 
said they are open to talk-
ing with Caribbean govern-
ments, but Britain and France 
have remained quite resolute. 
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Construction workers protest in front of the offi ce of Councilman Jumaane Williams on 
Avenue D. Community News Group / Alexandra Simon 

By Alexandra Simon
This is a bill they want 

to kill.
More than 40 construc-

tion workers protested the 
Intro 1447 bill outside of 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatbush) office 
in East Flatbush on Aug. 2. 
The workers came to show 
their disapproval with the 
pol’s support of the bill, 
which they say will put them 
out of work, said one of the 
organizers of the rally.

“This bill is going to 
put you out of work, and it 
favors people that don’t live 
near our neighborhoods,” 
said Manuel Burgos, the 
founder of By the Numbers 
consulting services.

He says the if the legisla-
tion goes into law it will put 
many construction workers 
of color at a disadvantage.

“This is going to destroy 
everyone one of you in your 
jobs and this is impacting 
those of Latino, black, and 

Asian communities,” he 
said. “Just when the city is 
giving us more opportuni-
ties — they’re going to take 
it away.”

The Intro 1447 will 
require that construction 
workers undergo additional 
safety training from their 
employers. It mandates that 
they take a longer 60-hour 
course of training, com-
pared to the 10-hour Occu-
pational Safety and Health 

Construction workers protest safety bill

Continued on Page 6Continued on Page 6
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By George Alleyne
In the first sign of a positive 

response to a protest demanding tax 
changes the Barbados government 
has brought forward by one week 
a previously planned meeting with 
trades unions and the private sector, 
but protesters remain cautious.

Trades unions had just over a 
week ago joined forces with leaders 
of the private sector in calling out 
some 20,000 workers in a march 
through Bridgetown demanding a 
meeting with government to discuss 
either a reduction or repeal of an 
import tax.

The sweeping tax, National Social 
Responsibility Levy, which had been 
jacked up from two to 10 percent 
as of July 1 holds the potential to 
spike the cost of living as Barbados 
imports more than 70 percent of its 
goods and inputs for services.

Along with a demand for a repeal 
or reduction of the NSRL unions 
and the private sector called for 
an almost immediate meeting with 
the Prime Minister Freundel Stuart 
government to discuss some sort of 
‘coping mechanism’ to save workers 
from the impact of inflation if the 
tax was not removed or reduced.

Before and after the mass march, 
government had steadfastly refused 
to meet the two groups, but in an 
indication that the administration 
might be buckling under pressure it 
has announced that a meeting pre-
viously scheduled for Aug. 18, will 
be held on Aug. 11.

The meeting had originally been 
preset as one of a series of regu-
lar gatherings at which the three 
sides normally discuss social, pro-
duction and economic matters, and 
government’s announcement that it 
changed the date by a week earlier 
has been seen as the administra-
tion’s grudging admission of a need 
to soften its hard stance.

Barbados 
gov’t concedes 
but protesters 

cautious

By Azad Ali
Jamaica’s tourism industry has earned 

US$1.46 billion during the first six 
months of 2017 to record an impressive 
7.5 percent increase over the correspond-
ing period in 2016.

Additionally, the country recorded 
2,165,330 visitors up to the end of June 
this year, which was a 3.9 percent higher 
than the corresponding period in 2016. 
These included 1,186,646 stopover visi-
tors and 978, 684 cruise ship passengers.

This was disclosed by Minister of Tour-
ism Edmund Bartlett during a media 
briefing at Jamaica House recently.

He said there was a record of 104,098 
stopover visitors arrived during the first 
two weeks of July, which represented a 
“massive” 14.9 percent increase over the 
same period last year.

The minister said this was ahead of 

government’s projected growth targets 
aimed at increasing visitor arrivals to 
five million and generating US$5 billion 
in five years.

Jamaica recorded 3.84 million visi-
tors last year, which was a four percent 
increase over that of 2015. Last year’s 
arrivals included 2.2 million stop over 
visitors and 1.66 million cruise ship pas-
sengers.

Bartlett said the industry’s growth 
averaged between eight and 11 percent 
for the first three months of the 2017 / 
2018 fiscal year, from April to June.

He said based on the support antici-
pated for upcoming events such as the 
Jamaica 55 Diaspora Conference in King-
ston and Reggae Sunfest in Montego Bay, 
growth for the overall four-month period 
between April and July will average over 
10 percent.

Jamaica’s tourism industry earns $1.46 billion

By Nelson A. King
New York’s Caribbean J’Ouvert fes-

tival has been moved from pre-dawn 
hours to daylight hours just before 
the massive West Indian American Day 
Carnival Parade on Brooklyn’s Eastern 
Parkway gets underway, organizers say.

Organizers, hoping for a fresh start at 
this year’s J’Ouvert celebrations, have a 
new weapon – sunlight – against gangs 
and gun violence that have plagued 
the annual festival in Brooklyn on the 
first Monday in September, Labor Day, 
according to New York’s Daily News. 

The paper said on Thursday that 
officials are planning to hold the Labor 
Day festival during daylight hours for 
the first time.

Traditionally, J’Ouvert begins at about 
2 am, but the new hours for the permit-
ted procession will start at 6 am and end 
at 11 am, Trinidadian Yvette Rennie, 
president of J’Ouvert City, organizers of 
the annual Caribbean celebration, told 
the Daily News. 

Rennie, according to the Daily News, 
said the change is being made specifi-
cally to stop the violence and is “a com-
bination of all our concerns, because we 
are extremely concerned that darkness 
is when everything (bad) happens.” 

Last year, two people were killed dur-
ing the overnight revelry, despite an 
increased New York Police Department 
(NYPD) presence, lighting and other 
measures that were adopted, the Daily 
News said.

In 2015, it said the celebration of the 
Caribbean culture was marred by blood-
shed when 43-year-old Carey Gabay, a 
Jamaican-American Harvard-educated 
lawyer and aide to New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, was caught in gang 
members’ crossfire and fatally wounded 
near the parade route.

J’Ouvert, which means “daybreak,” 
precedes Brooklyn’s West Indian 
American Day Carnival Parade, but is 
not affiliated with it, the Daily News 

said. 
It said the notion to change the 

time was developed through a series 
of town hall sessions and meetings 
between New York City officials and 
grassroots groups. 

“Based on what happened in those 
consecutive years, we felt that it was 
very important that we bring it more 
into light,” said Rennie, adding that 
her group proposed the time change.

She said several New York City agen-
cies and the NYPD have been working 

with her group to keep the event and 
its spectators safe. 

“We have all the agencies working 
with us,” she said. “The whole theme 
is, they are not going to shut down 
J’Ouvert. We are going to find meas-
ures to continue J’Ouvert.” 

Rennie said J’Ouvert City, crisis 
management and grassroots groups, 
and city officials will host several 
anti-gang violence and educational 
events in the weeks ahead of the Sept. 
4 parade.

J’Ouvert moves to daylight hours

Devil’s horns: A man with Jab Jab horns covered in powder. One of the 
highlights of the J’ouvert parade is people dressed as carnival characters.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BSTU President Mary Redman.
 Photo by George Alleyne

Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett.
 Jamaica Ministry of Tourism
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Caribbean
The CARICOM Sec-

retariat will this week 
begin consultation 
with regional stake-
holders in prepara-
tion for a comprehensive review of the 
regional body’s main trade instruments, 
the Common External Tariff (CET) and 
the Rules of Origin.

A release from the CARICOM Secre-
tariat said the consultation will be held 
at its headquarters in Guyana.

It targets regional organizations that 
are interested in or likely to be affected 
by changes to the CET and the Rules 
of Origin.

Participants of the consultation will 
include academia, private sector organi-
zations, industry associations, region-
al policy advocacy organizations, and 
institutions of CARICOM.

The CET and Rules of Origin were 
approved by CARICOM’s Council for 
Trade and Economic Development 
(COTED) and the Conference of Heads 
of Government in 1990.

According to the release, the glo-
bal and regional trading environments 
have changed significantly. Among 
those changes were the establishment 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
the revision of the Treaty of Chaguara-
mas, the establishment of the CARI-
COM Single Market and Economy and 
the negotiation of several free trade 
agreements including the Economic 
Partnership Agreement with the Euro-
pean Union.

Antigua
Antigua & Barbuda 

Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne said the five-
month closure of the 
Sandals Grande Anti-
gua Resort and Spa is a bid for conces-
sion.

Browne told the state media he 
believes it is an act of sabotage, saying 
that no investor should be able to treat 
Antiguans in that way.

More than 200 employees of the 
Dickson Bay resort will be affected 
when it closes for the first time in 25 
years.

“It is a blow, we did not expect any-
thing like this to happen, it will have 
a chain reaction on every household”, 
he said.

The Antigua & Barbuda Workers 
Union announced at a press conference 
that the five-star resort will close for up 
to five months from September 20, 2017 
for “essential maintenance works.”

Browne said the hotel group recently 
requested a waiver in duties and taxes on 
food and beverages, but it was deferred 
“considering that the other hotels would 
have made similar demands resulting in 
the reduction of tax revenues.”

The prime minister said he explained 
to the Sandals officials that the govern-
ment’s finances were in a very “precari-
ous position” and it would plunge the 
government’s finances into a crisis if 
duties were waived on food and bever-
ages.

Barbados
Barbados has 

reported a 17 per-
cent increase in visi-
tor arrivals from the 
United States market 
for this year as compared to the same 
period last year.

Minister of Tourism Richard Sealy 
said the industry remains buoyant, even 
in the face of global uncertainty.

He attributed the increase in visitor 
arrivals to the partnership he island has 
with low-cost US-based carrier airline.

Sealy made the comments during a 
media conference at the Lloyd Erskine 
Sandiford Center following a courtesy 
call on his office by officials of the air-
line.

The minister said that carrier con-
tributed significantly to the island’s 
tourism product and the partnership 
between Barbados and the airline was a 
very important one.

He said Barbados is set to get a total 
of about 19,000 JetBlue seats this year.

Sealy noted that the relationship 
began about eight years ago, with just 
one flight a day out of New York. Today, 
he said there are many as three flights a 
day. The tourism minister also reported 
that the Canadian and Caribbean mar-

kets remained strong. 
The United Kingdom market regis-

tered a moderate increase which Sealy 
said was “particularly encouraging” 
given “all the problems, politically and 
economically” in in the UK.

Guyana
The Caribbean Devel-

opment Bank (CDB) 
has approved a grant 
of US$295,000 to sup-
port the Guyana gov-
ernment in developing a framework, 
which will help the development and 
implementation of measures to adapt 
to the impact climate change in the 
agricultural sector in the South Amer-
ican country.

The agriculture sector in Guyana is 
a significant contributor to the gross 
domestic product and also employs a 
large portion of the population.

Climate change can have a signi-
fication effect on the sector, as most 
agricultural production is concentrat-
ed along the coastal plains which are 
below sea level at high tide. Rising sea 
levels, increased in the intensity and 
frequency of rainfall and higher tem-
perature associated with the climate 
change are already negatively impact-
ing agricultural production.

The technical assistance project will 
allow the government to identify areas 
that are most vulnerable to climate 
change and to adopt new climate agri-
cultural practices.

The project is schedule to be imple-
mented over a period of 16 months.

Jamaica
Jamaica’s first female 

Prime Minister Portia 
Simpson-Miller, 72, has 
retired from politics.

She recently made 
her farewell speech in Parliament after 
four decades in representational poli-
tics in the gritty “garrison” constitu-
ency of South West St. Andrew for more 
than 40 years.

Simpson-Miller, who has been under 
pressure to step down as opposition 
leader ever since the People’s National 
party (PNP) under her leadership, lost 
the February 2016 general elections. 

Former Finance Minister Peter Phil-
lips was returned unopposed as party 
leader and was sworn in as opposition 
leader on April 3, 2017.

The former prime minister was show-
ered with tributes by her colleagues on 
both sides of the House of Representa-
tives in a joint sitting on June 27, where 
she was described as a champion of the 
poor.

Jamaica
Members of the 

Jamaica Diaspora 
Immigration and 
Deportation Pre-
vention Task Force 
(JJDIDTF) will take 
part in a consultative workshop dur-
ing the upcoming Jamaica 55 Diaspora 
conference. 

The workshop will determine the eli-

Jamaica’s first female PM retires from politics
US President Barack Obama and Jamaican Prime Minister Portia Simpson-Miller during their bilateral meet-
ing at the Jamaica House, Thursday, April 9, 2015, in Kingston, Jamaica. The fi rst female prime minister of 
Jamaica has retired from politics at age 72. Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File

Continued on Page 16
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The Guyana Reparations Commission 
said said that it is convinced that these 
two and Portugal would try as long as 
possible to block engagement with the 
region because of the enormous financial 
implications of any agreement to pay as 
demands would come from other parts 
of the globe where they had an oppres-
sive presence.

And as large parts of the Caribbean 
Community observed Emancipation 
from slavery this week, the government 
of Trinidad publicly threw its weight 
behind regional efforts to win repara-
tions or compensation from Europe.

”We in Trinidad and Tobago must view 
the call for reparations in the context of 
the duty we owe to our forefathers who 
made the ultimate sacrifice and whose 
contributions to our present well-being 
must be recognized in a world which now 
accepts that compensation and repara-
tion are prerequisites in the dispensation 
of justice. As such, the case for repara-
tions is not too late, but it is timely,” 

President Anthony Carmona said in a 
brief to mark the occasion.

Prime Minister Keith Rowley threw in 
his proverbial three cents as the region 
said in the document out of Grenada 
that it is awaiting word from European 
governments for the holding of a special 
reparations summit sometime before the 
two-year window for negotiations ends. 
That will so do next year.

Should Europe fail to begin negotia-
tions with CARICOM, the matter would 
automatically refer itself to the World 
Court for final adjudication. Caricom 
is confident about a positive outcome 
as there is precedent in Britain paying 
Kenyan tribesmen for acts of genocide by 
British soldiers during the colonial era.

CARICOM 
proceeds with 

reparation 
demand

Continued from Page 1 

Administration (OSHA) training. 
And this added course would put 
a strain on supervisors, said one 
employer.

“We can’t train that many people 
and they know that. Nobody can 
get trained that quickly, and that’s 
why they’re picking on us to do 
that,” said Robert Giello, who man-
ages more than 100 workers at Glo 
Electrics.

He said that the week of training 
and costly training expenses would 
leave many workers in jeopardy 
with their jobs.

“They have families and thou-
sands of people will be affected, 
because we’re talking about thou-
sands of dollars to train one guy,” 
he said.

Many people who are against 
the bill say that while it currently 
seems like a good measure for 
their workplace safety, when revi-
sions are made it will harm the 
workers and leave them shut out 
of the decision making.

“Intro 1147 is not good for us 
because they took a lot of stuff 
out — but once that bill is passed 
they’re going to do amendments 
and put stuff back in the bill and 
that hurts us,” said Martin Allen, 
a member of Minority and Women 
Owned Business Enterprises and 

president of PPEE Construction. 
“They don’t care about our com-
munity. We build everything but we 
can’t afford to live there.”

Councilman Williams was not 
at his office during the protest but 
says he understands the concerns 
of his constituents and has been in 
talks with other leaders and organ-
izations about the bill.

“I definitely hear their concern. 
We have not passed any legisla-
tion and we are not ready to do so 
but all concerns they have will be 
addressed,” he said.

Workers protest safety bill
Continued from Page 1 

A construction worker carries a plac-
ard outside the offi ce of Councilman 
Jumaane Williams.  
 Community News Group / Alexandra Simon

A construction worker carries a plac-
ard outside the offi ce of Councilman 
Jumaane Williams.  
 Community News Group / Alexandra Simon
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ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 8/4-8/6/2017.

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, macys.com, specials, Super Buys, athletic clothing/
shoes/accessories, baby gear, reg.-price china/crystal/silver, cosmetics/fragrances, designer handbags, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, 
electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, select licensed depts., previous purchases, restaurants, rugs, services, smart 
watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, toys, 3Doodler, American Rug Craftsmen, Apple Products, Ashley Graham, 
Avec Les Filles clothing, Barbour, Brahmin, Breville, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Demeyere, Destination Maternity, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, 
Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Karastan, kate spade new york, Kenneth Cole shoes, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, littleBits, Locker 
Room by Lids, Judith Leiber, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, Miyabi, Movado Bold, Natori, Nike swim, Original 
Penguin, Panache, Rimowa, Rudsak, Sam Edelman, Shun, Spanx, Staub, Stuart Weitzman, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tory 
Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except 
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit 
the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash or applied as payment or credit to your account. Extra 
savings % applied to reduced prices. Purchase must be $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.

$20
YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE
Limit one per customer. Valid 8/4 till 2pm or 8/5 till 2pm. 
In store only. Exclusions apply.

OFF
TILL 2PM 20% OFF

ALL DAY
SELECT SALE CLOTHING JEWELRY & ACCESSO-
RIES. EXTRA 15% OFF SELECT SALE  
WATCHES, SHOES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES,  
LINGERIE, SWIM FOR HER; SUIT SEPARATES & 
SPORT COATS FOR HIM & HOME ITEMS.  
VALID 8/4-8/5/17. IN STORE ONLY.  
EXCLUSIONS APPLY.

JUST FOR MACY’S CARDHOLDERS!  
USE YOUR CARD & GET AN EXTRA

ONE 
DAY 
SALE
SHOP 9AM-10PM FRI & SAT,  
AUG 4 & 5
Hours may vary by store. See macys.com & click  
on stores for local information.

FREE SHIPPING
ONLINE WITH $25 PURCHASE
Valid 8/4-8/5/17. Exclusions apply; see macys.com/freereturns
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Botox, Fillers, Juvederm, Restylane, Voluma, Chemical Peels, 
Cosmetic Skin Treatments, Laser Hair & Vein Removal

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis
HPV infections

Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion 
problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

27 8th Avenue
(one block from Prospect Park)
Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-636-0425

1000 Park Avenue
(at 84th Street)
New York, NY 10028
212-288-1300

(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

By Alexandra Simon
A new type of leadership. 
The Brooklyn Children’s 

Museum recently appointed a 
Caribbean American for a lead-
ership position at the institu-
tion. Museum educator Daniela 
Fifi is the new vice president of 
programs and education, and 
will be in charge of oversee-
ing the museum’s approach of 
instructional activities. The 
new post is going to allow Fifi 
to fulfill her passion in a neigh-
borhood she feels culturally tied 
to, she said.

“No other borough subsec-
tion comes close to the dis-
tinctly non-hispanic Caribbean 
character of Central Brooklyn, 
personally for me, being Trini-
dadian — working in Crown 
Heights feels like home and 
having the ability to develop 
programs for the Caribbean 
community is exciting,” she 
said.

Starting her new job on July 
10, Fifi is responsible for man-
aging and creating programs, 
and ensuring that children get 

a full-fledged understanding of 
the arts, and incorporate that 
with what they are learning in 
school.

“At Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum I will oversee the 
curatorial, public and educa-
tion programs. Central to our 
educational mission is engag-
ing children in cultural expe-
riences at the museum,” she 
said. “And ensuring that their 
cultural education here reflects 
the rich diversity of Brooklyn.”

Fifi beat out 40 other appli-
cants for the role and what 
set her apart from other can-
didates was her highly diverse 
experience and her strong com-
mitment to the field, said the 
museum’s president.

“We are enormously excited 
for her to be part of the team. 
We had some really exceptional 
finalists but what excited us 
the most about Daniela — she 
is passionate about education 
and inspiring kids through the 
arts,” said Stephanie Wilchfort. 

Prior to joining Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum’s team, Fifi 

worked at the City College of 
New York and New Jersey City 
University where she taught 
arts, and The Noguchi Muse-
um.

Now she is looking forward 
to using her lifelong skills to 
bring forth new programs to 
the center, and interact with 
the museum’s community.

“I’m going to continue what 
I’ve been doing in my profession-
al life and speak to a communi-
ty that I care deeply about,” said 
Fifi. “Crown Heights is diverse 
and exploring these cultures is 
exciting for me. 

And even though Fifi is still 
two weeks into her post, she 
has big plans for the museum 
and hopes to implement more 
cultural exhibits the guests. 

“I like the idea of bringing 
an artist-in-residency program 
to the museum — I would 
love to build a deeper connec-
tion between Brooklyn artists 
and the museum into a wider 
framework of the museum’s 
current programming,” said 
Fifi. “Specifically artists that 

are passionate about develop-
ing projects on cross-cultural 
literacy to children with diverse 
cultural backgrounds.”

The museum’s next exhib-
it will highlight the cultural 

importance of block parties in 
Brooklyn, featuring a gallery of 
photos taken by Anderson Zaca. 
The presentation opens Decem-
ber and will be on display until 
June 2018.

Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
appoints Trinidadian VP

Museum educator Daniela Fifi  was appointed vice president 
of Programs and Education at the Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum.
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Serving the Community with Dignity

TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental
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By Gerald Leitner
Gerald Leitner, is secre-

tary-general of the Interna-
tional Federation of Library 
Associations and Institu-
tions (IFLA)

THE HAGUE, Nether-
lands, July 27, 2017 (IPS) 
- In an Information Soci-
ety, access, and the ability to 
apply and re-use information 
is at the heart of individual 
fulfilment and social partici-
pation. Long before the idea 
of an Information Society 
came into use, libraries con-
nected people to this, con-
necting them with literature 
and learning, and allowing 
them to improve their lives, 
and those of their families 
and communities.

Access to information and 
the ability to apply and re-use 
it is at the heart of individual 
fulfilment and social partici-
pation

The Development and 
Access to Information (DA2I) 
report 2017, produced by IFLA 
in partnership with the Tech-
nology and Social Change 
Group at the University of 
Washington, makes the case 
for investment by govern-
ments, and other stakehold-
ers, in delivering access as a 
driver of progress.

The spread of the Internet, 
and the content it holds, cre-
ates unique possibilities to 
offer access to information. 
Yet there are barriers stand-
ing in the way to realising 
this potential. These present 
us with two scenarios.

In the first, rates of physi-
cal connectivity to the Inter-
net remain low in remote 
or poorer areas, allowing a 
digital divide to become a 
development divide. A lack 

of relevant content, and the 
ability to read and use it, pre-
vents others from seeing the 
value in connectivity.

Information poverty robs 
people of opportunities to 
keep their families healthy, 
update farming practices to 
respond to climate change, 
or find jobs. And rather than 
full information and evi-
dence, decisions on civic, 
economic and social life are 
taken based on misinforma-
tion and superstition.

In the second, people 
learn to get the best out of 
the Internet, knowing how 
to keep themselves and their 
families safe online. They can 
find the information they 
need, at the right time and in 
the right format, and apply it 
to changing real world prob-
lems.

They also develop the 
skills necessary to create 
their own content, further 
enriching available informa-
tion resources. New markets 
are created, new communi-
ties formed, and innovation, 
creativity and civic participa-
tion thrives.

DA2I 2017 argues that four 
factors make the difference: 
physical connectivity, social 
context, individual and com-
munity skills, and the legal 
and policy framework. Based 
on indicators from estab-
lished, recognised sources, 
the report offers a first look 
at how regions and countries 
are doing in each of these 
four areas, and how perform-
ance on these is linked to 
other characteristics, such as 
poverty or gender inequality.

It finds that while there 
is progress in some areas, 
such as numbers with Inter-

net connections, big gaps 
in terms of skills and uses 
remain, and the gender dig-
ital divide is even widening.

It also provides evidence 
of the contribution access 
makes to achieving four of 
the focus Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals at this year’s 
UN High Level Political 
Forum, which took place on 
July 10-19 — agriculture, 
health, gender equality and 
innovation.

Most of all, it underlines 
how essential libraries are 
to development. When they 
benefit from the resources 
and legal frameworks they 
need, they can bring their 
unique potential to bear – as 
trusted, community institu-
tions, connected both to the 
global Information society 
and alert to local needs and 
interests, with staff dedicat-
ed to providing meaningful 
access to information.

IFLA itself has made the 
most of its unique posi-
tion as the global voice of 
libraries, working with rep-
resentatives of 73 countries 
to promote the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and 
the role that libraries can 
play in their realisation.

We have been over-
whelmed by the response 
so far, but this is just the 
start of an ongoing process 
— the next stop is a global 
meeting in early 2018. We 
look forward to returning 
with a new DA2I report 
next year, with updated 
statistics, and even more 
examples of how libraries 
are making a difference, 
from the local to the global 
level, to achieving the UN’s 
2030 Agenda.

By Phillip Alexander
We do not respect pan, so pan 

leaving Trinidad & Tobago. 
It may seem like nothing 

really, to us, but the world sees 
it, and they are acting while we 
react. There are countries right 
now doing far more for pan 
than we do, and will eventually 
have a greater claim to it then 
we have.

Why do we not have a nation-
al pan ensemble to use at public 
events?

Why do we not have a national 
steel orchestra to send as ambas-
sadors to important functions?

Because we do not respect 
pan.

Other nations have full time 
pan players on a salary, we use 
pan to coral votes through Pan-
trinbago.

It is time that panmen and 
panwomen got the respect they 
deserve.

We should be setting pan pro-
tocols for the world to follow.

We should be setting the 
standards of pan and pan devel-
opment.

Our pan people should be 
given assistance to further their 
knowledge base and skill sets. 
Teach them to read and write 
music. Host a tool workshop to 
streamline and standardise.

All of these things are the 
start of a real revolution of 
respect for pan, but that wont 
happen until we respect it.

Like with everything else we 
have and take for granted, it is 
only when outsiders accept and 

adopt pan will we rush to pre-
tend we love it too.

Again, it is not enough to 
claim it was invented here. The 
television set was invented here 
too. We need to be doing some-
thing with it

There should be a national 
culture museum that highlights 
the development of pan from its 
very beginning. There should be 
a pan school that people could 
go to learn how to make and 
how to play pan. We need a pan 
amphitheatre designed for the 
best acoustics to allow persons to 
hold pan concerts for full orches-
tras for wide audiences who love 
pan music. Most importantly, 
we should be leading the way in 
integrating pan together with 
other instruments to give it the 
worldwide acceptance it deserves 
to have.

Pelting a couple million at it 
for Carnival may put a couple 
dollars in pan men’s pockets and 
allow us to pretend for a minute 
that we cultural, but until we 
take pan seriously and do what 
it takes to carry the invention 
where it needs to be, it will con-
tinue to lie idle, another poten-
tial giant money spinner and 
source of pride for many of our 
people left to languish, because 
we still have not learnt how to 
love being we.

Big up this morning to all the 
pan men and women who have 
made this craft their life despite 
these trying circumstances.

Don’t think for one minute 
that your struggle is not seen.

The story of pan and 
underdevelopment

of our nation

OP-EDS

Will governments support 
access to information 
driving development?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to the Editor, 
Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@
cnglocal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions.

Founded 1990 • Published by Community News Group
Corporate Headquarters: One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201

CEO: Les Goodstein
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER: Jennifer Goodstein
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER: Ralph D’Onofrio
EDITOR EMERITUS: Kenton Kirby
ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Kevin Williams
REPORTER: Alexandra Simon

Contributing Writers: Azad Ali, Tangerine Clarke, Patrick Horne, Nelson King, Tequila Minsky, 
Vinette K. Pryce, Bert Wilkinson, Lloyd Kam Williams

GENERAL INFORMATION (718) 260-2500
This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied 
by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright© 2015 by Courier-Life, Inc., publishers. Caribbean Life is pro-
tected by Federal copyright law. Each issue of Caribbean Life is registered with the Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. The Caribbean Life, its advertisements, articles and photographs, may not be repro-
duced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for 
purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law.



Caribbean Life, Aug. 04–Aug. 10, 2017 11  BQ

One former prime minis-
ter and the current leader of 
Jamaica are expected to add 
to the alluring annual cel-
ebration of the island’s inde-
pendence on Aug. 25 when 
diasporans and friends mark 
the 55th years of self rule.

Both leaders of the Jamaica 
Labour Party, they also repre-
sent the oldest and youngest 
living rulers of the nation. 

Eighty-seven year-old 
Edward Seaga will join his 
successor Andrew Holness, 
45, and in addition to unit-
ing the elder statesman with 
the youngest prime minister 
in the history of the country 
the festive ball will estab-
lish an unprecedented signifi-
cance with the presence of 
two heads of government at 
the event which has been the 
hallmark for diasporans in 
New York since the Jamaica 
Progressive League first ini-
tiated the tradition soon after 
1962.

Seaga became leader of the 
JLP in 1974.

At age 29, he was the young-
est person to hold member-
ship in Jamaica’s senate. 

He was elected the fifth 
leader of the independent 

nation and served two suc-
cessive terms from 1980 – 
1989. 

Holness was voted the 
ninth leader last year and 
took the high office for a sec-
ond time after briefly serv-
ing as prime minister from 
Oct. 2011 to Jan. 2012 when 
Prime Minister Bruce Gold-
ing resigned.

Holness will be this year’s 
guest of honor while Sea-
ga’s presence was invited 
in acknowledgement of his 
relentless contribution and 
service to the island.

Together, Holness and 
Seaga are expected to con-
tinue the revelry which began 
on Aug. 6 the actual date in 
1962 when Jamaica became 
the first English-speaking 
colonial Caribbean coun-
try to demand independence 
from Britain.

Hosted by Trudy Deans, 
Consul General to New York, 
the swank affair is expect-

ed to attract celebrants from 
all regions of the nation as 
well as diasporans residing in 
Canada.

 “Jamaicans are a proud 
people and this event will rep-
resent our collective euphoria 
surrounding this momentous 
occasion,” Deans said.  

 “With the presence of two 
prime ministers, celebrities 
and distinguished guests in 
attendance, this New York 
gala represents the culmi-
nation of our celebration in 
the diaspora commemorating 
Jamaica’s 55th year of inde-
pendence,” Deans added.

Along with a silent auc-
tion, the gala will spotlight 
the talents of singer Estelle, 
actor and singer Leon and 
also pay tribute to Patrick 
Ewing, a native of the island 
and former New York Knicks 
basketball player.

Ewing will also be present-
ed with the Son of the Soil 
Award. 

The evening’s entertain-
ment will be provided by reg-
gae singer Romain Virgo and 
The Unit Band, Likkle Big 
Band as well as deejays Road 
International. 

The black-tie event is slat-

ed to be held in the grand 
ballroom of the New York 
Hilton Hotel. 

For more information on 
the event, visit www.jifinyc.
org.

Catch You On The Inside!

Jamaica’s oldest, youngest prime ministers to fete 55th here 

Former leader of the Jamaica Labor Party Edward Seaga.
 Associated Press / Bebeto Matthews

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

nylottery.ny.gov
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By Ezequiel Abiu Lopez
SANTO DOMINGO, Domin-

ican Republic (AP) — The 
Dominican Republic on Tues-
day granted a one-year exten-
sion to some 230,000 Haitian 
migrants trying to renew or 
obtain residency permits, an 
issue that has soured relations 
between the neighboring coun-
tries.

The announcement comes as 
Dominican nationalist groups 
demand the ouster of Haitian 
migrants who do not have 
permits, including those who 
enrolled in a government resi-
dency plan but only received 
provisional permits.

The residency plan was 
created after a court ruled in 
2013 that children born in the 
Dominican Republic to non-
citizens did not qualify for auto-
matic citizenship because their 
migrant parents were “in tran-
sit.” The vast majority of those 
affected have been descendants 
of Haitian migrants.

Without the extension 
announced on Tuesday, more 
than 220,000 Haitian migrants 
could have faced deportation. 
They have not been able to 
finalize residency requirements 

for several reasons, including 
lack of a work contract, a birth 
certificate or a passport. Many 
employers in the Dominican 
Republic do not issue work con-
tracts, and the Haitian govern-
ment also has lagged in provid-
ing the required documents.

William Charpentier, leader 
of a migrant support group, 
praised the government’s deci-
sion but also accused authori-
ties of deporting more than 
100 Haitian migrants in recent 
weeks even though they had 
provisional permits to stay in 
the Dominican Republic.

Some 7,000 migrants have 
completed all requirements 
under the government’s resi-
dency plan.

Those who oppose the pro-
gram accuse Haitian migrants 
of abusing it.

“I understand perfectly that 
the entire Haitian population 
wants to move to the Domini-
can Republic. They would be 
better off here. The question 
is: Should we allow it?” tweeted 
Vinicio Castillo, a former legis-
lator whose party opposes the 
plan.

Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic share the island of 

Hispaniola, and Castillo has 
long proposed building a wall 

between the two countries.
Government officials said 

migrants can start the residen-
cy process in late August.

Haitian migrants get residency extension from the DR

Migrants, mostly Haitians, show offi cers their documents as they wait their turn to register 
for legal residency at the Interior Ministry in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Tuesday, 
June 16, 2015. The head of the immigration agency in the Dominican Republic says the 
country is ready to resume deporting non-citizens without legal residency after putting the 
practice on hold for a year.  Associated Press / Tatiana Fernandez, File
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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By Jewel Fraser
PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, 

Jul 25 2017 (IPS) - As Toba-
go’s tourism industry struggles 
to repel the sargassum inva-
sions that have smothered its 
beaches with massive layers of 
seaweed as far as the eye can 
see – in some places half a 
metre thick – and left residents 
retching from the stench, the 
island’s government is working 
to establish an early warning 
system that will alert islanders 
to imminent invasions so they 
can take defensive action.

The Deputy Director of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Insti-
tute of Marine Affairs (IMA), 
Dr. Rahanna Juman, told IPS, 
“After the 2015 sargassum 
event, the IMA got stakehold-
ers together and developed a 
sargassum response plan. We 
looked at some sort of early 
warning mechanism [using sat-
ellites]. We know that it comes 
off of the South American 
mainland. If we know when it 
is coming and we can forecast 
which part of the coast it is 

going to land, we can inform 
the relevant regional authority 
so they can put things in place.

“We have this network set 
up. We got the Met Services to 
provide an idea of where [the 
sargassum] is going to land,” 
she said.

The 2010-2015 State of the 
Marine Environment (SOME) 
report, released in May this year 
by the IMA, states, “Sargassum 
invasion of Trinidad and Toba-
go’s beaches is a relatively novel 
phenomenon for which we have 
been largely unprepared for in 
the past. However, with cli-
mate change causing continu-
ous warming of the oceans, it 
appears that future events are 
likely.”

The country experienced 
massive onslaughts of sargas-
sum, a type of seaweed, in 2011, 
2012, 2013, and 2015, and some 
again this year. “Sargassum is a 
natural phenomenon,” said Dr. 
Juman, but it was the quantity 
of the seaweed that stunned the 
public during these years.

The consequences for Toba-

go’s tourism industry have been 
debilitating.

A director on the board of 
the Tobago Hotel and Tour-
ism Association, Environment 
Tobago and the Association of 
Tobago Dive Operators, Wendy 
Austin, told IPS the first major 
event for the Tobago tourism 
industry was in 2015. “People 
were cancelling their bookings. 
Visitors were having to move, 
particularly from the north end 
of the island. Speyside had it 
very bad and the smell was 
awful. The restaurants had 
to close because people were 
not coming out to eat.” As the 
sargassum rotted, it emitted a 
nauseating stench.

“This year we have been hit 
fairly hard once again,” Austin 
added. “Recommendations have 
been put forward to the Tobago 
House of Assembly (THA) as to 
how the situation can be han-
dled environmentally so that 
tourism would then have fewer 
problems. However, there is no 
money to put these recommen-
dations into action.”

The THA reportedly spent 
approximately 500,000 dollars 
during one year to clear up the 
decaying sargassum.

Apart from the tourism 
industry taking a hit, the coun-
try’s marine environment has 
also been adversely affected.

Tobago gears up to fight 
sargassum invasion

Sargassum inundates a beach on Barbados. 
 Mission Blue / H. Oxenford

ALZHEIMER’S AFFECTS 
THE WHOLE FAMILY.
CARE FOR YOURSELF TOO.

Family Resource Program is 
a caregiver support service 
at New York Memory Center. 
We’re here to help family 
members caring for a loved 
one with memory loss.

Registration is required for all programs. 
Onsite respite available upon request for some Wellness programs.

Thursday, August 3 at 6 pm – Caregiver Tai Chi at New York Memory Center

Wednesday, August 9 at 6 pm – Caregiver Yoga at New York Memory Center

Don’t forget the Caregiver Support Group
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of Each Month (August 2nd & 16th)

Additional dates will be added for all programs,
including Caregiver Education and Nutrition.

For more information, visit nymemorycenter.org or call 718-499-7701 | Se habla Español | Nou pale Kreyòl

    with benefi ts, entitlements, and more)

  WE OFFER:

This program is supported by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.
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gibility of the deportees to return to the 
United States.

President of the Jamaican Ameri-
can Bar Association attorney Joan 
Pinnock said the JDIDPTF was estab-
lished to educate Jamaicans in the 
Diaspora about their immigration 
rights and the benefits of becoming 
citizens of their host countries.

She said the task force also assists 
with reducing the large numbers of 
persons deported to Jamaica from the 
United States, Canada and the United 
Kingdom and help in returning those 
who are wrongfully deported to their 
host country.

Pinnock noted that the executive 
order signed by US President Donald 
Trump to protect that country’s bor-
ders, promised to detain and remove 
individuals who may have broken 
laws and who have convictions, add-
ing that several Jamaicans in the 
United States who fall into this cat-
egory need help.

The task force benefits from exper-
tise in different areas of immigration 
and criminal law, as well as adminis-
tration outreach, communication and 
social media skills.

St. Kitts and Nevis
Minister of Inter-

national Trade and 
Commerce Lindsay 
Grant has said that 
the government has 
met its goal to achieve a complete 
turnaround of the economy.

He told members of the private sec-
tor recently that the economic pros-
perity of the federation is reflected in 
the job gains, rising incomes and the 

solid rebound in consumer spending.
Grant said sales in the wholesale 

and retail sector grew by 9.13 percent 
in 2015, compared to 0.35 percent in 
2014.

He said evidence of the turnaround 
can be seen in the reports of record-
breaking sales of vehicles noting that 
the banking sector is also doing well.

The minister also reported the 
Guyana-Brazil, St. Kitts and Nevis 
Partial Scope Agreement (PSA) in its 
final stage and this will mark another 
way to boost the economy.

The agreement gives manufactur-
ing companies in St. Kitts and Nevis a 
near zero-percent tariff entry into the 
South American country’s market.

Trinidad
A selected number of 

police officers in Trini-
dad and Tobago from 
Aug. 1, 2017 will wear 
body cameras, Acting 
Police Commissioner 
Stephen Williams said at the launch of 
the project recently.

Williams, who lauded the project, said 
officers are disadvantaged when people 
using cellphone cameras capture part of 
an incident and not the entire incident.

He said questions on the use of force by 
police as well as complaints against police 
can now be handled in a timely manner.

The acting top cop said there have been 
many studies done in the United States 
before which concluded that the body-
worn cameras had a positive effect on both 
the behavior of the police and civilians. 

A total of 60 body cameras have been 
distributed throughout the nine police 
divisions in T&T and will be worn by 
selected officers.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

PEDIATRIC ACNE VULGARIS STUDY
(AGES 9-11)

www.thebreakawayacnestudy.com

For more information:

• Be between 9 and 11 years old

• Have between 20 and 100 pimples 

   on his or her face

• Be in good general health

To qualify, your child must meet these criteria:

Break away
Pediatric acne vulgaris study

The Break Away Clinical Research Study 

is evaluating in 9 to 11 year olds the 

investigational use of a topical study 

medication for children with symptoms of 

acne vulgaris. 

FLY HIGH AGAINST ACNE 

212.223.6599
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At a gala November 10th, Caribbean Life will present its 3rd annual Caribbean Life Impact 
Awards which will recognize outstanding New Yorkers of Caribbean Heritage. These individuals 
will represent the best of the Caribbean diaspora working in a diversity of fi elds: from education, 

fi nance, and non-profi t to manufacturing, media, and retail and everything in between.
 

We will honor Caribbean Americans who, through perseverance and hard work, have realized 
the American dream and who have brought a sense of Caribbean pride along with them.

 
If you want to nominate a Caribbean American who has shown outstanding achievements 

in his or her fi eld, and who resides or works in New York, please fi ll out the form & mail it to us 
before August 11th, 2017. You can also submit your nomination online at www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 

We will contact you before September 15th, 2017 if your candidate is selected.

Nominate an outstanding Caribbean American who has made an impact in New York
Your name: (Please print clearly)_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of nominee:_________________________________________Nominee’s Country of origin:__________________

Your relationship to nominee:_________________________________Nominee’s occupation/profession:______________________________

Where does your nominee currently work?_______________________________________________________________________________

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):_______________________________________________________________________

What makes  your nominee outstanding? (100 words or less):________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional paper, if necessary.

How can we reach you?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

How can we reach your nominee?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

Please include a copy of your nominee’s bio & resume if available.

Mail to:  Caribbean Life, Impact Awards  Attn: Jennifer Stern
               One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Caribbean Impact Awards
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

(718) 260–8302

Deadline 
August 

28th
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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UNITED AFRICAN MOVEMENT
               
Alton H. Maddox, Jr.       
Chairman                                                                 

July 28, 2017

The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Re:  Pardon Application - Hon. Marcus Mosiah Garvey

Dear Mr. President:

 I am making a pardon application, posthumously, for Hon. Marcus Mo-
siah Garvey.  This application is being made, pro bono, and in the public interest.  
The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the NAACP are engaged in a witch-hunt 
against you like they had done against Mr. Garvey.

 Like it or not, the constitutional voters of the United States voted for you 
against former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.  I was the first person to pub-
licly prophesy, on October 3, 2015 at Galbraith A.M.E. Zion Church in Washing-
ton, D.C, that you would be the 45th president of the United States.  This was the 
50th Anniversary of the Immigration Act of 1965.

 I give the Creator and the revered ancestors credit for having given 
me the power of prophecy.  I was baptized in prophecy at 368 Newport Street 
in Atlanta, GA.  As a six-year-old child, I read about the lynching of Mary Turner 
and the murder of her unborn child in Valdosta, Lowndes County, Georgia.  This 
lynching haunts me to this day.

 In 1973, I moved to Harlem after having been told by Dean Martin 
Lindsey Cowen, of the University of Georgia Law School, that I was a “disgrace 
to the Negro race.”  I made an interim stop in Boston. Prof. Ege, a graduate of the 
University of Chicago Law School informed me that law was a “secret society.”  It 
is “one and done.”  I was later admitted to the bars of Pennsylvania, New York and 
Georgia.  

 I would later move to 15 Carson Street in Dorchester, MA.  The “Red 
Line,” of the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority, was the dividing line between 
Dorchester and South Boston.  I was in Massachusetts to receive a Vatican edu-
cation.  Pope Paul VI gave Father Robert Drinan an ultimatum:  Congress or the 
Vatican.

 Boston was a “boot camp” for my entry into New York City.  In Septem-
ber 1973, I started out with the Legal Aid Society in New York City.  It was too 
confining.  I needed to be near my people.  Harlem Assertion of Rights hired me 
as a “poverty lawyer” in January 1974.  Donald Trump would come to my attention 
as a landlord.

 The political message you campaigned on in 2015 was correct.  I have 
also been a “trouble-maker” since 1951.  I never had a “kitchen cabinet,” however.  
You have a Cabinet and you have a good washing machine but you are using 
the wrong blend of detergent.  If your advisors come up short, you may seek an 
answer in Nice, France.

 A pardon, for Hon. Marcus Mosiah Garvey, will educate the public to 
your plight.  In 1917, the NAACP and the Federal Bureau of Investigation attacked 
Mr. Garvey for attempting to consort with the Ku Klux Klan even though the 
Fulton County Superior Court had chartered the KKK in 1915.  President Calvin 
Coolidge commuted his sentence in 1927.

 It is not a crime for any person to associate with the Ku Klux Klan.  This 
is a constitutional right under the First Amendment.  It should have been pro-
tected under the Doctrine of Preferred Freedoms.  The deportation of Mr. Garvey 
was unconstitutional.

 Today, you are being accused of “colluding” with Vladimir Putin, Presi-
dent of Russia.  This is a witch-hunt and you should not only refuse to disclose 
your tax returns but you should continue your diplomatic relations with Russia.  
Your tax returns, or the lack thereof, were obviously not important to your support-
ers.  The FBI and the NAACP seek to “chill” your exercise of Article II of the U.S. 
Constitution.

 Hon. Marcus Mosiah Garvey was not only a businessman and a “public 
figure” but also a world figure.  Many nations of the “First World” took their cue 
from Ethiopia.  Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana and Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya were 
architects.  They were the “fathers” of their countries.

 Since President Barack Obama hailed from Kenya, many African 
countries in addition to Caribbean countries and voters in the United States, had 
hoped that Mr. Obama would have pardoned Mr. Garvey.  He failed or refused 
to do so.  Now, the ball is in your court.  The “First World,” and descendants of 
enslaved Africans, will see you in a different light for pardoning Mr. Garvey.

 The United Nations is in Manhattan.  The General Assembly of the 
United Nations will lay down its arms and give you a military salute, in September 
2017, for having the courage to pardon Mr. Garvey.  Article II, section 2, currently, 
designates this executive power only to President Trump.

 It may be questionable, in some “hostile quarters,” whether you are able 
to pardon yourself, but it is undisputed that you can pardon Hon. Marcus Mosiah 
Garvey.  Associating with the Ku Klux Klan is not treason. Similarly, it is not 
treason for you or your son-in-law, Jared Kushner, to meet with President Vladimir 
Putin.

 You have many supporters in Georgia. Newnan, GA, my home, was an 
interesting and exciting place to live in the 1950’s.  Coweta County was not sim-
ply a democracy, given state-sanctioned Jim Crow, but also a gerontocracy.  I love 
being from straight out of the Georgia woods.  Newnan was once called, “The 
City of Homes.”

 Newnan was once in the 6th Congressional District.  Former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich represented the 6th Congressional District.  Cong. Gin-
grich is a history professor and he loves to teach.  You are cordially invited to this 
historic ceremony in Newnan, GA on August 17, 2017.  While you are in Newnan, 
you may want to talk to Former House Speaker, Cong. Gingrich.

 I love my parents, Rev. and Mrs. Alton H. Maddox.  They taught me the 
virtues of manhood.  My mother also taught me the need for “reverse migration” in 
1945.  My father would give you the shirt off his back.  After my mother made her 
transition, he moved to Cincinnati, OH.  Later he decided to live with his “white 
brothers” in Appalachia and test his faith with venomous snakes.

 Sunset Cemetery, in Newnan, GA, will also be my final “resting place.”  
My wife, Leola W. Maddox, was buried in Sunset Cemetery on April 3, 2017.   I 
am awaiting an inter vivos trust, from the Black community, to defray many ob-
ligations including the purchase of a headstone for my wife and to continue my 
legacy.  

My wife’s homegoing service was held at the historic Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in Atlanta, GA on April 3, 2017 amid a driving rainstorm which ended the burial 
ceremony and to place the headstone.  The burial ceremony was rescheduled for 
August 17, 2017.  Dr. Calvin O. Butts and Dr. C. Vernon Mason, both of Abyssin-
ian Baptist Church, in Harlem, officiated.

 I also had to defend Black and Latino children, pro bono, in New York 
and to act as a “private attorney general” for them.  “Adults” in New York refused 
to establish a legal defense fund for their children, but they embraced “hush 
money” for themselves while posing as activists and parents.  Too many “dead-
beats” live in New York.

Most respectfully,

Alton H. Maddox, Jr.

AHM:sr
cc: 

Hon. Mitch McConnell
Senate Majority Leader
    
Hon. Paul Ryan
House Speaker
     
Hon. Nathan Deal
Governor of Georgia
 
U.S. Justice Department

Hon. Newt Gingrich
Former House Speaker
       
Hon. Michael Bond
Atlanta City Council

Hon. Robert Wood
Former Commissioner Coweta Co.

Newnan Times Herald
  

P.S.  Blacks “Made America Great.” 

Tel.: (718) 834-9034                                    
Fax: (718) 884-8241 
P.O. Box 35
Bronx, NY 10471
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WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 8/31/17.

REPAIR 
ANY VACUUM
OR SEWING 
MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

+ Parts
+ Tax

We Will Beat
or Match
Any Price

on Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE 
BRANDS

ENERGY 
SAVER

WIADCA
WEST INDIAN AMERICAN DAY CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION, INC.

ATTENTION ALL VENDORS,
RESTAURANTS AND OTHER BUSINESSES
Calling everyone interested in selling or distributing any type of in-
formation during WIADCA’s 2017 New York Caribbean Carnival Parade.

This year, WIADCA is celebrating its 50th Anniversary of Carnival in 
Brooklyn.  Interested vendors have the opportunity to vend along the 
parade route on Eastern Parkway on Monday September 4th, 2017.  

WIADCA invites and welcomes all ethnic food vendors to provide their 
special cuisine from around the world for the millions of international 
visitors who participate every year. 

Early Registration Discounted Period:
Monday June 5th – Friday June 30th 2017.
Regular Registration Period:
Wednesday July 5th – Friday August 18th, 2017

REGISTRATION PROCESS: 
WIADCA’S Offi ce: 325 Rogers Avenue (Bet Montgomery &               
Sullivan) 
Online- www.wiadcacarnival.org 

PAYMENT OPTIONS:
In Offi ce Registration: Money Orders, Debit and/or Credit 
ONLY. Cash will not be accepted.
Online Registration: Credit & Debit Cards ONLY

(A Service Fee Applies When Using Credit & Debit Cards
During Online & In Offi ce Registration). 

WIADCA’S OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY 11:00 AM- 6:00 PM

Beginning Monday August 14th, the hours of operation 
will be extended to 7:00 pm every Wednesday & Friday.

Vending Spots will be assigned on a “First Come, First Served Basis”. 
WIADCA cannot guarantee any Spots, all spaces measure 10’ x 10’. 
NO Exceptions.

INSURANCE:
Vendors are required to purchase general Liability Insurance from a repu-
table Insurance Company that is licensed to provide insurance coverage. 

The policy should name the following individuals as additional insured:
WIADCA, The City of New York, Offi ce of the Mayor Street Activity. 

Below are agents where insurance can be purchased for all vendors for 
Labor Day Monday.

BROOKLYN:
Allied Insurance Brkg.
4315 Church Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11203
Tel No: 718-693-2000

MANHATTAN:
EG Bowman Co, Inc.
5 Hanover Square #201,
New York, NY 10004
Tel No: 212-425-8150

Tel: Fax: 718-778-1808
Web: Email: wiadcainc@gmail.com

Offi ce: 323-325 Rogers Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11225

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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By Nelson A. King
After most masqueraders partici-

pate in the preceding Grenada Carni-
val, with “Spice and everything that’s 
nice,” Greenz United will be greet-
ing them with “Aloha” on Brook-
lyn’s Eastern Parkway for this year’s 
West Indian American Day Carnival 
Parade. 

“We want to put on a presenta-
tion that depicts a lot of colors, and, 
when you think of Hawaii, you get 
these nice flowers — a nice pallet of 
colors, something you portray to get 
that nice blend of colors,” said Greenz 
United’s Grenadian-born band leader 
Dave Louison in a Caribbean Life 
interview. 

He said “Aloha” comprises five sec-
tions: Moana (blue and yellow combi-
nation — female and male); Lokahi 
(orange — female); Ahana (yellow — 
female), Te-fiti (tual/nude — female); 
and Victoria Vekou (a traditional mas 
— color combination uncertain — 
combination of male and women).

Louison, who hails from Gouyave, 
in the parish of St. John, said each 
section includes 50-75 masqueraders, 
for about 425.

“The bulk of registration comes 
after Grenada’s carnival (Aug. 14 and 
15),” he said, adding, however, that 
masqueraders are “across the board.”

“As always, we put the best foot for-
ward and give the best showing that 
we can,” Louison assured. “I can’t 
make any prediction, but I’m optimis-
tic and will give the best presentation 
we can. 

“In terms of placing, we have never 
placed,” he continued. 
“That does not bother 
us. It does not deter 
us from taking part in 
the competition. For 
us, it’s the fun aspect 
of the mas, not the 
competition aspect of 
the mas.”

Douglas said mas-
queraders can expect 
“the usual.” 

“They can expect 
what they usually 
expect every year,” he 
said. “The fact that 
Grenada Soca has 
been dominating the 

airwaves, they can expect the expe-
rience of a life time 
from the pulsating 
beat of Grenada’s jab, 
jab soca music.”

For preparations, 
Louison said: “We 
have the team behind 
us, as every year. We 
have that faith in each 
other. 

“Everybody feeds 
off each other,” he 
said. “Everybody 
knows their roles. 
It’s a small team, but 
they make it happen. I 
respect them a lot and 

for the effort they put into it also.” 
Louison said he founded Greenz 

United Mas in 2011 after being disap-
pointed with the sound system from 
the Grenadian float. 

“Every year, Grenadians had a way 
to go on the Parkway and go behind 
the Grenadian truck, and the quality 
of the music from the sound system 
was very disappointing to me,” he 
said. “And watching the artists from 
the truck was very disappointing me. 

“My mission was to put a system on 
the Parkway on par with the Haitian 
sound system,” he said. “Everybody 
was saying the Haitian Sound System 
was so loud, so I decided to put some-
thing together. 

“So, that year, it started with 
T-shirts,” he added. “But for us to 
show our full participation in the 
West Indian American Day Carnival, 
we started with the costumes. Grena-
dians now realize that the level of mas 
we put out is on par with the Sesame’s 
and the Ramajay’s, and the other big 
bands.” 

Louison said two of the main DJs 
will supply music to gyrating mas-
queraders — International DJ Little 
B, Black Storm direct from Grenada, 
and the Queen De-Fire. 

“Just looking forward to anoth-
er wonderful experience,” he said. 
“Every year, in terms of the sound 
system, we raise the bar, and this year 
is no different. 

Greenz United is located at 308 
Utica Ave. in Brooklyn, upstairs Rag-
top Lounge. 

Louison can be reached at (718) 
781-1366 or 347-884-3832.

‘Aloha’ from Greenz United

Tijera Thomas portrays “Moana.”  Photo by Nelson A. King

Damani Modeste portarys “Ohana” left, 
while Giovany Laplante portrays “Lokahi.” 
 Photos by Nelson A. King

We want to put on a 
presentation that depicts a 
lot of colors, and, when you 

think of Hawaii, you get these 
nice flowers — a nice pallet of 
colors, something you portray 

to get that nice blend of 
colors,
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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By Nelson A. King
As part of its centennial cel-

ebration, Brooklyn’s Lions Dis-
trict 20-K1 recently conducted 
a community health fair in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn. 

The lions said the “Day of 
Service” — held at Stephen 
Decatur School, MS 35, between 
Lewis and Marcus Garvey ave-
nues — focused on “total well-
ness.”

“The district planned this 
health fair as a part of our cen-
tennial celebration (1917-2017) 
of humanitarian services,” 
Doreen Thomas, the Jamaican-
born chair of the organizing 
committee, told Caribbean 
Life. “The goal was to bring 
free health service to the com-
munity.” 

A wide range of topics were 
addressed, and several health 
screenings, among others, were 
conducted.

These included hepatitis; dis-
cussion on breast, ovarian and 
prostate cancer; mammogram; 
podiatry; autism; diabetes; 
pregnancy prevention; demen-
tia; Alzheimer; blood pressure; 
vision; dental hygiene; stress; 
and mental health.

There was also information 

on driver safety and tuition-free 
adult education classes.

“We did not reach as many 
people as we thought, but some 
community members benefited 
from this fair,” Thomas said. 
“Many of our professional vol-
unteers were on hand to answer 
questions and give advice. Many 
Lions were out supporting the 
cause.”

Lions district holds community health fair

Members of the Coalition of Concerned Medical Professionals on Remsen Avenue in Brook-
lyn present health information. In photo, Barbara Escort-Wray and Lynn Harter. 
 Photos by Nelson A. King

Ty’East Alleyne-Bobb pres-
ents information, as com-
munity liaison for the City’s 
Department of Education’s 
Offi ce of Adult and Con-
tinuing Education, Brooklyn 
Adult Learning Center. 

EBT

SPECIAL!

Hamburger &
Hotdog Buns ea.ea.

¢¢9999
K

8/2 7AM - 8/7 7PM
2 3 4 5 6 7SALE STARTS

SWEET DEAL!

Loaf Cakes
$$44forfor22

D

Cauliflower

$$129129 Black Bing Cherries

$$139139
lb.lb.

Baby Peeled
Carrots

¢¢6969
Tomatoes on 
the Vine

lb.lb.

¢¢7979
Poblano Peppers

lb.lb.

¢¢9999

Eggplants

lb.lb.

¢¢4949
California Peaches

lb.lb.

¢¢9999

Blueberries

$$129129

FRESH!

Seedless
Watermelon lb.lb.

¢¢3333

$$399399
lb.lb.

Fresh Mozzarella

$$199199
ea.ea.

Apple Juice

K

Organic Lemonades

$$33forfor22
Chick Peas

¢¢9999
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Jamerican actress Sheryl 

Lee Ralph could be spending 
her time tweeting and sitting 
pretty in the White House if 
she wanted.

Asked to join the Donald 
Trump supporting cadre to 
“Make America Great Again” 
the thespian who starred as 
one of the original cast mem-
bers in the Broadway musi-
cal “Dreamgirls” gave a flat-
out ‘no’ to her friend Omarosa 
Manigault who tried to recruit 
her to join the Trump team.

Ralph has always been deci-
sive about her career. 

The daughter of Dr. Stanley 
Ralph — a supportive father 
born in the USA and Jamai-
can fashion designer mom Ivy 
— Ralph decided and calcu-
lated every step before com-
mitting to films “Sister Act 2” 
with Whoopi Goldberg, “Dis-
tinguished Gentleman” with 
Eddie Murphy, “The Mighty 
Quinn” with Denzel Wash-
ington, television’s “Moesha,” 
“Designing Women,” “ER,” and 
created the role of Deena Jones 

in the hit Broadway musical.
Of her proposal to move to 

Washington D.C, the bold and 
beautiful actress reportedly 
told the hosts of the Hollywood 
Today TV talk show “Omaro-
sa and I meet at this church 
event. “And she said, ‘Sheryl, I 
am going to the White House. I 
will have an office in the White 
House. I am riding this train 
and I’ve got a ticket for you if 
you would like to come along.” 

“I was like, ‘Girlfriend; Imma 
have to miss that train.”

Although the two power 
women might have added 
diversity to the predominant-
ly white White House, Ralph 
opted out. 

Ralph said she politely 
declined the offer saying “We 
don’t share the same poli-
tics; we don’t share the same 
thoughts.”

“But, I like her,” she said 
about the former Apprentice 
reality celebrity.

Ralph attributes much of 
her boldness to being a Jamai-
can immigrant. 

Although she was actually 

born in Connecticut, she often 
describes herself as a Jameri-
can.

Back in the 90’s she launched 
the Jamerican Film Festival in 
Montego Bay and there she 
showcased films on the beach, 
inviting Harry Belafonte, Rich-
ard Roundtree and James Bond 
007 actor Roger Moore to the 
midnight outings. 

Throughout the years, she 
asked those celebrities to mod-
erate seminars and challenged 
student filmmakers from UWI 
to complete projects that were 
judged for content and quality.

Last Sunday, the Tony award 
nominated actress hosted a 
charity concert at the Met-
ropolitan Room and although 
she talked at length about her 
dream island, her upbringing 
and the path she took to land-
ing choice roles, she neither 
mentioned Omarosa nor the 
president or even the opportu-
nity she declined to work near 
the West Wing.  

Instead she talked about 
eradicating HIV/AIDS.

A passionate AIDS activist, 

she continued an awareness 
campaign she started 28 years 
ago when she founded The 
Divinely Inspired Victoriously 
Aware (DIVA) Foundation. 

Currently starring on Broad-
way in “Wicked” she devoted 
a cabaret concert billed “One 
Night Only” to memorialize 

colleagues and friends she lost 
to HIV/AIDS.

Because of her concern for 
the threat of the infectious 
disease to women and children 
she launched the organization 
in California in 1990 and has 
annually held fundraisers to 
that aim. 

Jamerican ‘Dreamgirl’ dedicates 
‘One Night Only’ to AIDS 

Sheryl Lee Ralph attends WGN America’s ‘Underground’ 
World Premiere at The Theatre at Ace Hotel in Los Angeles, 
CA on Wednesday, March 2, 2016.  
 Alex J. Berliner / ABImages via Associated Press, File
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By Alexandra Simon
He’s giving back the home-

grown way.
A Manhattan-based chef is 

opening a culinary school for 
Jamaican youth. The top cook 
at B.B. Kings Blues Club and 
Grill, chef Wenford Patrick 
Simpson, is giving back to the 
kids of his home country in 
a hands-on way. He is in the 
process of creating a culinary 
school to teach young teens 
and adults cooking basics and 
the skills to use in the kitchen. 
He was motivated to create a 
school after an eye-opening 
encounter with a coffee vendor 
on a drive to the capital King-
ston. The interaction with the 
young seller made him think 
of the hard work put into the 
craft of food servicing, and as 
a motivational speaker, he was 
further by the influenced by 
the children who give him the 
drive, he said.

“He was the inspiration 
behind it, but what ignited me 
before was the messages from 
other kids who reach out to 
me,” said Simpson.

The culinary school will be 
able to enroll about 150-200 
students between the ages of 
14–21 years old and is set to 

offer a multitude of courses 
— some practical and others 
more in-depth. The program 
is designed to be completed 
in a year and a half. A few 
of the courses teach the ins 
and outs of the kitchen, and 
how to prepare and set food. 
And they will even be taught 
helpful business practices that 
come along with running a 
kitchen for business, accord-
ing to Simpson.

“They are going to be learn-
ing about the basics, the prin-
ciples of the kitchen, and deco-
rating,” he said. “But they’ll 
also learn inventory, stock 
making, budget, profits — 
because being a chef is not 
just about being in the kitchen 
and cooking.”

Knowing how to cook is a 
skill that can be perfected, but 
to truly be successful and have 
a career in the food industry, 
chefs have to possess other 
important skills and Simpson’s 
school will be providing that.

“You want to educate peo-
ple because if you’re going to 
open a restaurant, you need to 
know what you’re doing,” he 
said. “We’re going to educate 
them right so if they open a 
restaurant they’ll know how 

to run it.”
When students graduate 

the program they will find job 
placement in Jamaica’s hospi-
tality and tourism sector, and 
this is something important to 
Simpson because he wants to 
help build the industry in his 
country and the young talent.

He entered the field of cook-
ing at an early age out of 
necessity and grew a love for 
it. Growing up homeless, he 
taught himself how to nour-

ish his family before landing 
an internship that drove his 
desire to enter the food indus-
try. Now as a chef at a popular 
Times Square restaurant, he 
wants to give the youngsters 
the same opportunity he had 
because the field has a lot to 
offer.

“The reason why cooking 
stands out is because being a 
chef and being in the kitch-
en — cooking saved me. I 
ended up in the kitchen trying 

to find something to eat,” he 
said. “I want to open this culi-
nary school because so much 
can come out of this umbrella 
of knowledge you can gain, 
whether it’s consulting, cre-
ating cookware, or opening a 
bakery.”

Simpson will return to 
Jamaica this fall to sign off 
on documents and finalize the 
location of the school, which 
will be in his hometown of 
Ocho Rios.

Local chef to open culinary school in Jamaica

Simpson demonstrates cooking lessons for students at Marcus Garvey Technical High 
School in Jamaica. Wenford Patrick Simpson

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM
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Over 15 $69999QUEEN 
MATTRESSES

 UNDER
+ SAVE

THE TAX†

+ SAVE
THE TAX†

†Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal 
to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will 

be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable 
by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid in 
combination with any other off ers, previous purchases, or on Serta iComfort.

See store for complete details. Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17.

$49999

PLUSH COOLING
QUEEN MATTRESS

NO CREDIT 
NEEDED

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

OR

See store for details.

GET A FREE YETI® WITH 
SELECT PURCHASES.†*

Up to a $299.99 value.

SAVE THE TAX†
+

72 HOUR SALE
FRIDAY - SUNDAY

MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_1

IT’S BACK! ONE WEEKEND WASN’T ENOUGH.
FRI-SUN • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
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SLEEP COOL
       &Save

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

ALL NEW!
A one-of-a-kind mattress with memory 

foam coils and topped with cooling memory 
foam. Hot nights are a thing of the past.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

LX510

MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_2_3

+ †* & SAVE THE TAX†

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

LX670LX670
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BE COOL
   &Elevate

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion FirmBlue Touch 500 Plush

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.

+ †
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MF44_NYC_WRAP_8.4_DAILYNEWS_4

SAVE THE TAX†

+
72 HOUR SALE

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
Prices refl ect 

queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select 

stores only.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ †* & SAVE THE TAX†+ SAVE THE TAX†

EveryDay!
An amazing deal

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

+ †* 

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$1299.99 

Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 

Some models in select 
stores only.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CO
U

PO
N

***

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $399.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of 
$1999.99 and above. 

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 

0% APR*

$2999.99 

Total to Pay

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$

209
99

+  SAVE THE TAX†

$54999

Memory Foam

Queen Mattress

OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $674.99

SAVE $125

Beat the summer heat 

with our exclusive 

cooling mattresses 

and get a free

cooling bundle.

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

DON’T WAIT...
OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED

FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required.  *Off er valid 7/24/17-8/13/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly 
payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest 
whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: 
Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest 
whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment.
†Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and local laws. Not valid in combination with any other off ers, previous 
purchases, or on Serta iComfort or other MAP product purchases. See store for complete details. Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17. †*Mattress Firm YETI® Off er: Off er valid 8/4/17-8/6/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free YETI® gift. Free YETI® breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$2999.98 and get 1 free YETI® RamblerTM 30oz. tumbler 
(a $39.99 value) or spend $2999.99 or more and get 1 free YETI® Tundra® 35 cooler (in white, a $299.99 value). YETI® products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. Limit of 1 tumbler or cooler per household. Off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Not valid toward mattress set 
purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. All fl oor samples, clearance and discontinued models are excluded from this off er. Product returns will be less the value of the tumbler ($39.99) or less the value of the cooler ($299.99). Off er available while supplies last, minimum nationwide quantities available are 2000 tumblers and 1000 
coolers. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $399.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to a $199.98 Value) 
and a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling Bundle has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with 
Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/24/17-8/13/17 or while supplies last. Based on availability, substitutions of particular items may be necessary.  Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 7/17/17-8/20/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses 
and accessories with valid school i.d. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for 
less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details.  In-store dollar 
savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any 
such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/4/17-8/6/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.
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Now, the Subway Action Plan 
needs to be funded.
NY State has pledged to pay half. 
The MTA has asked Mayor de Blasio to pay the 
other half but he outright refuses to participate. 

A 50-50 split is fair and reasonable.
The city has a $4 billion surplus — while 6 million 
riders suffer through their daily commute. 

Mayor de Blasio, stop abandoning 
New York City subway riders!

THE MTA HAS A COMPREHENSIVE 
ACTION PLAN TO FIX THIS CRISIS IN 

THE NEW YORK CITY SUBWAY. 

50/50

Paid for by the Transport Workers Union
John Samuelsen, International President
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By Alexandra Simon
When two cultures meet at 

the dinner table you get cul-
tural fusion.

A local food series is looking 
into the historic relationship 
between Jamaican and Afro-
Caribbean Panamanian culture 
and celebrating those similari-
ties with a culinary feast at St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal Church on 
Aug. 19. “Scattered Jamaica: 
Panama” is a cultural series 
created by Brooklyn-based 
foodies, the Reggae Chefs, who 
look for the likeness of Jamaica 
and other countries around the 
world. With Panama becoming 
the permanent home to many 
immigrants from English-
speaking Caribbean countries, 
the event will be a chance for 
both groups to see the paral-
lels, said the founder of the 
series.

“We travel to as much desti-
nations in the world and learn 
as much as possible to compare 
the Caribbean and other cul-
tures in the world,” said Peter 
Ivey. “Last time we traveled to 

New Orleans in search of his-
tory of reggae in the world, and 
now we traveled to learn about 
Afro–Caribbeans in Panama.”

Ivey traveled to the central 
American country last Octo-
ber and spent a week learning 
about the history of Afro-Car-
ibbean descendants who left 
their homes to work on the 
Panama Canal, and the legacy 
they left behind.

“I wanted to see to see that 
canal for myself and meet 
with cultural leaders who were 
descendants of canal diggers 
— I was also interested in what 
Pamana did to pay homage to 
Caribbean history and visited 
the only museum dedicated to 
diggers.”

In his visit he says he felt an 
extremely familiar vibe he did 
not feel in his other travels, 
said Ivey.

“I did feel right home. Out 
of all our destinations we vis-
ited for far, Panama felt more 
like home,” he said. “When I 
was in Ghana the connection 
I had was more historical, but 

in Panama I felt a present day 
connection. The minute people 
stopped speaking Spanish and 
spoke English — they sounded 
just like patois.”

He adds that the aspect of 
cuisine is particularly eye-
opening because the consump-
tion of ackee among Afro-Car-
ibbean Panamanians, is simi-
lar to Jamaicans even though 
ackee is not originally from 
Panama. And dishes like cou-
cou, which is originates from 
Barbados is also eaten.

Cooking for guest is DJ Chef 
Elias, a Panamanian chef who 
will cook some specialities, 
showcasing a blend of foods, 
according to Ivey. 

And the event will be a fund-
raiser to end food insecurity in 
Panama and Jamaica and the 
Reggae Chefs mission to assist 
that.

“Food of course is a big 
issue worldwide and on the 
agenda of the world food pro-
gram is to tackle problem of 
food which is a world man-
date to world by 2030,” said 

Ivey. “We’re looking to throw 
our hats in that fight and use 
Scattered as way to give back 

and use the proceeds from 
this event to fund a menu to 
use to feed the hungry.”

Cultures of Jamaica and 
Panama unite for food series

DJ Chef Elias will be cooking some Panamanian dishes in-
spired by Panama and Jamaica’s cuisine. The Reggae Chefs

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

NEGOTIATE YOUR MORTGAGE
Has it been five years since
your last payment?

Homeowner in foreclosure wins and buys her dream farm 
in her country. She could have lost her home but instead we 
defended her and won hundreds of thousands of dollars*.

All Real Estate Litigation • Bankruptcy 
Modifications • Short Sales

Free Consultation!

718-205-3600
* prior results no guarantee of outcome 

ARNES
Edwin Arnes Attorney Firm P.C.
Former Assistant District Attorney
46-12 Queens Blvd., #201, 
Sunnyside, Queens, NY
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ECIPS International 
Music Festival in asso-
ciation with Arise Hospi-
tality Solutions presents 
the first, preeminent, 
multi-genre, multi- cul-
tural, family festival for 
Summer 2017, inside Roy 
Wilkins Park on Sunday, 
Aug. 20, 2017. 

The ECIPS Music Fes-
tival celebrates cultural 
diversity and will feature 
an eclectic, renowned 
line up including: R&B, 
Reggae, Dancehall, Hip 
Hop, Calpyso, and Reg-
gaton — representing the 
diverse communities and 
cultural flavors of New 
York City. 

“ECIPS International, 
pronounced, [eee-sips] 
is “spice” spelled back-
wards,” said Suzan Peart, 
whose vision for “uniting” 
her community “through 
food and music” is the 
driving force behind this 
production. 

Billed as a “legacy fes-
tival” patrons will see 
performances by multi-
award winning, platinum 
artist, Akon, who will 
be honored on stage for 
his humanitarian work. 
Dancehall’s newest sensa-
tion, Alkaline; Hip Hop’s 
Remy Ma and Reggaton’s 
De La Ghetto will also 
share the stage. 

Representing reggae 
roots will be Queen Ifrica, 
Half Pint and Teflon. Ele-
phant Man, “the energy 
god” and Kip Rich are 
also in the mix. R&B 
favorite, Freddie Jackson 

will sing for the ladies 
and Papa Michigan, Lady 
G, Nardo Ranks, Mega 
Banton, Tinga Stewart 
and Roy Ryan will per-
form a nostalgic set cel-
ebrating the music of the 
70’s, 80’s and 90’s. Gen-
jah and Madadan, B.O.Y. 
and Donyale Renne are 
also on the bill for this 
big event which starts at 
1 pm. 

Straight out of Jamai-
ca is Miss Kitty, “the sexy 
diva” who will be the host 
for the day. Fatta Dia-
mond of “Stinga Move-
ment” will be on the ones 
and twos. 

Organizers promise 
to visually and aestheti-
cally transform the park 
into an oasis filled with 
beautiful tents, colorful 
decorations and vendors 
sharing a vast array of 
delicious foods and bever-
ages, flags, cultural and 
traditional garb, jewelry, 
arts and crafts and so 
much more. 

ECIPS International 
Music Festival boasts a 
“community first” phi-
losophy. “Our goal is to 
demonstrate that we as 
a community can unite 
and enjoy a full day of 
family fun and good food, 
while being entertained 
by some of the best in the 
industry,” said Peart.

Families are encour-
aged to bring their blan-
kets and beach chairs 
and come to the first ever 
cross-cultural celebra-
tion of its kind inside Roy 

Wilkins Park. The atmos-
phere will be relaxing and 
promises to bring an ele-
vated level of enjoyment 
to the community. 

 Sponsors include: 
Enudrii, Ariesun Alkaline 
Water and Island Energy 
Drink. Tickets are priced 
at $70.00 for general 

admission; $150.00 for 
VIP, which comes with 
light refreshment served 
throughout the day and 
$250 for EVIP, which 
comes with full meal 
and pastries throughout 
the day. For tickets and 
information, visit   www.
ecipsmusicfestival.com  .

ECIPS to hosts first 
International Music Festival

Singer Remy Ma. ECIPS Music Festival

De La Ghetto will be performing at the ECIPS Mu-
sic Festival. ECIPS Music Festival

TRANSPORTATION

2 R

Brooklyn Borough Hall is ADA-accessible and breastfeeding-friendly

BUSES: B25, B26, B38, B41, B52, and B103

1:00 PM
KICKOFF OF UNITY PARADE OF FLAGS

(FULTON MALL)

2:00 PM
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)
 

3:00 PM
BROOKLYN FUSION:

A CULTURAL CONVERSATION
(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)

 
PLUS:

THE NEW GLOBAL VILLAGE
A TASTE OF ETHNIC CUISINE



38    Caribbean Life, Aug. 04–Aug. 10, 2017 BQ

“Called to Rise” by Dallas Police 
Chief (Ret.) David O. Brown 
(with Michelle Burford)
c.2017, Ballantine Books
$28.00 / $37.00 Canada 
261 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Your life is entirely wrapped 

up in your job.
You never aimed for that to 

happen, but it’s okay: what you 
do for a living has become your 
passion and therefore, you do 
it well. Life and work balance 
for you, but in the new book 
“Called to Rise” by David O. 
Brown (with Michelle Burford), 
you’ll see the balance tip.

Little David Brown never 
wanted to be a police officer.

Not at first. He really want-
ed to become a lawyer like 
on Perry Mason. Working in 
a courtroom, putting crimi-
nals away seemed like the best 
job ever and so, after Brown 
graduated from high school, 
he headed for the University 
of Texas at Austin to reach his 
dream.

At the end of his sopho-
more year, though, that dream 
changed when crack cocaine 
came to his hometown of 
Dallas. He’d never seen such 
destruction, so he quit college 
in favor of a different method of 
putting “villains” away: Brown 
became a cop.

It was a comfortable job that 
came easy for him. His rookie 
year was spent “enforcing the 
law in a place where I knew, 
or at least knew of, just about 
everybody.” He made friends 
on the force, and started work-
ing his way up the internal 
ladder. Meanwhile, over those 
years, he got divorced, lost his 
best friend to violence and his 
father to illness, raised a son, 
learned to lean on God for help, 
and met the love of his life.

The job, of course, was 
another love. Always yearning 
for more responsibility and bet-
ter job positions, Brown leaped 
from department to depart-
ment, worked a regular beat, 
was in charge of 9-1-1 and 
dispatch, and served with the 

Dallas SWAT team. He learned 
first-hand that community 
policing worked like no other 
method of crime-fighting. He 
reached for the top. And then, 
just after he became one of 
the nation’s few African Ameri-
can chiefs of police, Brown was 
handed his biggest challenge 
ever…

Aside from the fact that this 
book is overloaded to distrac-
tion with clichés and a bit too 
much chest-thumping, “Called 
to Rise” ain’t too bad.

Readers who love true crime 
or memoirs of that sort will 
enjoy that author David O. 
Brown writes (with Michelle 
Burford) about his passion 
for law enforcement, how he 
formed his hard anti-drug 
stance while just a youth, 
and how it shaped the way he 
works. And yet, you’re asked to 
swallow a lot in those pages, 
and it sometimes feels like the 
righteousness is forced.

Later, that tone softens 
when Brown admits that his 
son’s death changed the way 

he perceived the people he was 
sworn to protect. He’s intro-
spective there, with less foot-
stomping, as he also weighs in 

on racial issues, and how police 
and citizens can come together 
for a “more thoughtful” discus-
sion on that subject.

Author writes about his 
passion for law enforcement

Book cover of “Called To Rise” by David O. Brown with Mi-
chelle Burford.

Caton Ave

Church Ave

Clarendon Rd

Corte
lyo

u Rd

Flatbush Ave

The Flatbush Caton Market 

IS MOVING!
(But we’ll be back!)

2184 Clarendon Road 
between Flatbush and East 23rd

This fall, visit the new space for more food, fashion, beauty, 
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vendors.

Before we move, stop by our current location for big 
promotions on apparel, health and beauty items, and much 
more on the corner of Flatbush and Caton Avenue!
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���	����	.

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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T he elderly population is 
on the rise in many coun-
tries. Advancements in 

healthcare and a growing em-
phasis on healthy lifestyles 
means people are living lon-
ger than ever before. 

Age is often accompa-
nied by wisdom, but men and 
women may also fi nd that feel-
ings of isolation, loneliness, 
and depression may also set-
tle in as they grow older. The 
Journal of Primary Preven-
tion published “A Review of 
Social Isolation,” which ob-
served how social isolation 
has been linked to numer-
ous detrimental health ef-
fects in older adults. Some of 
these ailments may include 
increased risk for mortality, 

rehospitalization, falls, and 
dementia. 

Individuals looking to 
give back to their commu-
nities may want to consider 
helping seniors in their 
area. Although it can be dif-
ficult to see seniors with di-
minished physical or men-
tal capabilities, the rewards 
of interacting and helping  
seniors can be immeasur-
able. 

There are plenty of ways 
to help seniors avoid isolation 
and continue to live fulfi lling 
lives:

Provide a ride
A Place for Mom, a se-

nior housing placement re-
source, notes that lack of 

adequate transportation is 
a main cause of social isola-
tion among seniors. Volun-
tary or necessary cessation 
of driving makes getting to 
and from appointments or 
even recreational outings 
more diffi cult. Where public 
transportation is unavail-
able or challenging to come 
by, volunteers can help shut-
tle seniors to and from gro-
cery stores, doctor’s offi ces, 
and any other places they 
need to go. 

Getting out regularly and 
seeing new faces can help se-
niors overcome feelings of 
loneliness.

Share hobbies
Give seniors a sense of pur-

pose by encouraging them to 
participate in hobbies or ac-
tivities. 

Book clubs are one activity 
that can interest people of dif-
ferent age groups. 

Encourage exercise
Physical exercise keeps the 

body fi t and improves mental 
health. Seniors can benefi t 
from physical activity because 
it promotes strong bones and a 
healthy cardiovascular sys-
tem. 

In addition, seniors who 
enroll in exercise classes at 
gyms or local senior centers 
can meet like-minded adults, 
helping them overcome their 
feelings of isolation even fur-
ther.

Provide meals 
and company

Older adults may not 
be getting all they need to 
maintain healthy weights 
and bodily functions. 
Cooking and shopping for 
healthy foods may be dif-
ficult. 

Provide seniors with 
healthy meals when possible, 
and take the time to share 
those meals. This can foster 
conversations that keep se-
niors’ minds sharp and also 
may help prevent social isola-
tion.

Seniors can benefi t from 
many different forms of sup-
port, and helping older adults 
is a worthy volunteer initia-
tive.  

How to help socially isolated seniors

There are plenty of ways to 
help seniors avoid isolation and 
continue to live fulfi lling lives.
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Founded in 2008 by dedi-
cated and passionate Nurse 
Vena Laurent, Rishavena 
Home Health Care has since 
been a gleaming example in 
the home health care fi eld and 
the senior community. Hiring 
only the best and caring Home 
Health Aides, Nurses, and Cli-
ent Coordinators, Rishavena 
earned its reputation for ex-
cellence by word of mouth. 
Treated by dedicated, certi-
fi ed health care professionals 
with a wealth of experience, 
Rishavena’s clients were able 
to take control of their lives 
with the freedom to live the 
way that they chose. From 
humble beginnings in the 
basement level of Vena’s home 
to a sprawling palace at 2260 
Flatbush Avenue, the journey 
of Rishavena has been one of 
perseverance, humility, and 
grace.

In 2014, the company moved 
to its current location at Flat-
bush Avenue in preparation 
for the opening of its long 
awaited Caribbean-American 

friendly Social 
Adult Day Care. 
Of Caribbean descent 
herself, it had always been 
a dream of Vena’s to open a fa-
cility where seniors could re-
lax in luxury and congregate 
with like-minded individuals 
while cultivating creative ex-
pressions through art, music, 
exercise, and culture. It was 
in the summer of 2015 that the 
doors to the Social Daycare 
had offi cially opened and it 
has since been a destination 
for seniors in all fi ve boroughs 
to come together in luxury, 

comfort, and leisure. Offer-
ing services and amenities a 
cut above the rest, Rishavena 
Social Adult Day Care has ad-
opted the same reputation of 
excellence as its sister Home 
Health Care Agency. Offer-
ing such activities as Ball-
room Dancing, Salon & Spa 
Services, Meditation, Yoga, 
Karaoke, Computer Lessons, 
Exciting City Wide Field 

Trips, Mental 
Fitness, Arts and 

Crafts, Music Les-
sons, Birthday & Holiday 

Parties, and food to match 
any dietary needs including 
Kosher, this daycare puts its 
competitors to shame. 

It has always been the phi-
losophy of Rishavena to treat 
others the way that you would 
like to be treated yourself, and 
as such, no expense is spared 
when meeting the needs of 
clients and their families. 
Rishavena has never turned 
away a senior in need, regard-

less of race, nationality, life-
style, or beliefs. Partnering 
with an individual’s existing 
Health Insurance Plan is a 
special priority for Rishav-
ena staff to ensure that you 
will never have to come out 
of pocket to enjoy any of the 
amenities offered at the cen-
ter. If you do not have Health 
Insurance, we can help you to 
enroll with a Managed Long 
Term Care Plan that will 
work closely with you to en-
sure that all of your medical 
needs are met. You can even 
pay privately to enjoy services 
at the center on your own 
terms, in your own time, at 
your leisure. Our activity cal-
endar is always overfl owing 
with in-house and community 
based events, and access to 
the Daycare gives you access 
to everything!

Refresh your life. Come 
and be part of our family.

For more information about 
Rishavena Home Health Care 
Agency   call 718-251-1231 or 
visit www.rishavena.com

S P O N S O R  P R O F I L E

Rishavena Home Health Care Agency

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Alice’s 100-year old mother 
Lillian was hospitalized for a 
fractured hip when she fell out 
of her bed. After two weeks in 
the hospital and three weeks 
in rehab, she returned to her 
home, where she is receiving 
24-hour live-in care through 
Medicaid.  

Before she went into the 
hospital, Lillian was show-
ing signs of dementia and 
needed assistance with many 
daily activities. Although she 
could get by with a walker, she 
was unsteady on her feet and 
needed assistance standing 
and ambulating.  She required 
help with dressing, bathing, 
and eating, as well. Medicaid 
determined that she needed a 
live-in aide to support her dur-
ing the day, with occasional 
assistance at night.

Since her return from the 
hospital Lillian’s condition 
has deteriorated. She is now 

unable to walk and relies on a 
wheelchair. She can no longer 
get to the toilet without assis-
tance and is much more con-
fused. The family feels she re-
quires more than an aide that 
sleeps over; she needs an aide 
who will be available for her 
around the clock. 

Many families are unaware 
that there are two types of live-
in care — one offering more 
intense care than the other. 
Here are the differences:

Live-in home care
A Medicaid live-in home at-

tendant is hired to stay in a cli-
ent’s home around the clock, 
but is assumed to have time 
to sleep. The client’s needs are 
defi ned as predictable and can 
be scheduled during the day 
with only occasional disrup-
tions at night. The aide helps 
the client with basic activities 
such as dressing, bathing, and 
eating during the day, but has 
time for herself at night.

Before a client can receive 
a live-in aide, the family is re-
quired to provide the atten-
dant with sleeping accommo-
dations and must understand 
that she is entitled to sleep at 
least eight hours a night. 

A live-in aide can only work 

in a home for up to four con-
secutive days per week, then 
must be replaced by a second 
aide for the remaining three 
days. Live-in aides are paid on 
a daily rather than an hourly 
rate because they are consid-
ered to be off duty while they 
sleep.

Around-the-clock 
home care

Around-the-clock home 
care, also called split shift 
care, requires that a client 
needs uninterrupted service 
both day and night. The atten-
dant must be alert and avail-
able at all times. This kind 
of care demands at least two 
home attendants in a 24-hour 
time period. The day can be di-
vided into two 12-hour shifts or 
three eight-hour shifts. Aides 
are paid an hourly rate and 
are on duty at all times. They 
are not expected to sleep.

Reasons why a client might 

need split shift care might be 
because she must be reposi-
tioned in her bed every couple 
of hours, needs to be toileted 
several times a night, or must 
be monitored for wandering. 

Before Lillian could be ap-
proved for split shift service, 
Alice needed to get a written 
statement from Lillian’s at-
tending doctor, and needed to 
have Lillian re-evaluated by 
her home care agency nurse. 
In this case, the agency deter-
mined that Lillian needed that 
additional care.

Family members must be-
come knowledgeable of the 
types of home care that are 
available and must learn how 
to request these needs. Only 
by being a savvy caregiver 
can a family protect an aging 
loved one and get  her/him the 
care that is required.

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior 
care advisor, advocate, and 
founder of ElderCareGiving.

Many families are unaware that 
there are two types of live-in care.

Choosing the right home care
Live-in vs around-the-clock home care — what’s the difference?

ELDERCARE TODAY
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Looking for neighborhood approved, quality services with skilled healthcare 
professionals within the privacy of your home? 

 

Looking to relax and socialize in a luxurious environment that’s a home away 
from home? 

Looking for neighborhood approved quality services arewith skilled healthca
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED THE WISE 
JUDGEMENT YOU WANT 
THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy
718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com

Most insurances accepted
TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 25 YEARS

A D V E RT O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
NUTRITION 

AND YOUR EYES
Millie R. Fell, MD, FACS

In the last twenty years eye health research has 
linked diet and nutrition with a decreased incidence 
of AMD. AMD is a leading cause of blindness in the 
US and around the world. Now, there is hope and 
help for this condition. Knowing the symptoms and 
risks of this disease can help patients to get timely 
help and prevent vision loss. It is also the only con-
dition that research has proven that taking vitamins 
and antioxidants can prevent progression of the 
disease. Adding certain nutrients to your diet helps 
decrease the progression of macular degenera-
tion. Lutein and Zeaxanthin are important nutrients 
found in green leafy vegetables. Other important 
nutrients to eye health are Vitamin C, E, zinc and 
omega-3 fatty acids.

Eating a healthy diet helps your eyes, your brain 
and your general health.

It is said that “you are what you eat”.  Many of 
my patients, in an attempt to control their health, 
come into the offi ce with a bag full of vitamins and 
nutrients. Where to begin?  Do vitamins and other 
nutrients help stave off eye disease? Is there some-
thing to the adage,  “too much of a good thing”?

What vitamins and nutrients delivered through 
food and supplements aid in the health of your 
eyes?

The only two major studies supported by the 
National Eye Institute (NEI) are the AREDS1 and 
AREDS2 studies. These studies essentially identi-
fi ed nutrients that are helpful in slowing down the 

progression of macular degeneration, a retinal 
disease usually found in older individuals that de-
stroys a person’s ability to read or see small print.  
In order to stay healthy the retina needs carotinoids 
such as Lutein and Zeaxanthine. These are found 
in green leafy vegetables such as kale and spinach.  
The AREDS studies found that supplements which 
contain 500 mg Vitamin C, 400IU Vitamin E, and 80 
mg Zinc, 1000 mg of omega3 fatty acids and 12 
mg of the carotenoids reduced the progression of 
moderate and advanced macular degeneration by 
25%.   Although the results of the addition of ome-
ga 3s and carotenoids were inconclusive, many re-
searchers believe that these are helpful in reducing 
advanced changes in macular degeneration.

Other supplements found helpful in maintain-
ing good health are Vitamins A, E, B complex and 
omega 6 fatty acids.  Ginkgo biloba has also been 
found effective for glaucoma. The omega3 and 6 
fatty acids were found useful in treating dry eye 
syndrome.  To date no vitamins have been found 
to prevent cataracts.

But, yes, do be careful.  Too much of a good 
thing can be detrimental. Check your vitamins 
carefully as there may be some overlap between 
multivitamins.

Along with good nutrition, an annual visit to your 
eye MD is essential to assure continued eye health.  
Visit Brighton Eye at our state-of-the art eye care 
facility for all of your eye health needs.

Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Ophthalmology NYU

Elderly susceptible to heat
M any people might choose a nice, 

hot day over a blustery, cold af-
ternoon. However, excessively 

hot days can not only feel uncom-
fortable, but they can also prove life-
threatening. Elderly men and women, 
in particular, are susceptible to the ef-
fects of hot temperatures.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, people 
ages 65 and older are more prone to 
heat stroke and heat-related stress 
than those of other ages. Seniors’ bod-
ies are not able to adjust to sudden 
changes in temperature as quickly as 
younger people’s. A chronic condition 
that affects the body’s response to heat, 
as well as taking certain prescription 
medications also may play a role in se-
niors’ susceptibility to the heat.

Friends or family members should 
check in with an elderly relative when 
the weather is especially warm to en-
sure she is safely handling the heat.

In addition, people of all ages can 
take the following precautions to keep 
cool when the temperatures rise:

• Drink cool, nonalcoholic bever-
ages. Water and diluted fruit juices 
can help rehydrate the body quickly.

• Restrict physical activity.
• Take a cool shower or bath or wipe 

yourself down with a damp cloth.
• Seek an air-conditioned environ-

ment. For those who won’t or can’t 
turn on the air conditioning, visit a 
shopping mall or library to keep cool. 
Some towns and cities also make cool-
ing centers available in extreme heat.

• Wear lightweight clothing.
• Try to remain indoors during the 

hottest hours of the day.
• Wear hats or use an umbrella to 

shield your head from sunshine out-
doors.

• Eat cool foods, but avoid extremely 
cold foods. Otherwise you risk the 
chance of developing stomach cramps.

Check on an elderly friend or family member 
at least twice a day to ensure that she is not 
experiencing symptoms of heat exhaustion 
or heat stroke.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
�������	
��	��������	��	��

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

OFFICIAL 
DENTIST 

OF
NEW YORK 
RIVETERS

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today 
to schedule your private 
consultation with an expe-
rienced dentist in the latest 
dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeove you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that 

look and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

HEAR  BET TER
THIS SUMMER!

PURE® 13 BT
INTRODUCING

HEARING AIDS

Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

DUNKIN’
DONUTS

Call 1-855-203-1173
FOR YOUR FREE HEARING SCREENING!

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, 
Wellcare, GHI Emblem members, HIP and 

Medicare Advantage HMO plans.
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PAIN STOPS YOU
We can get you started!

CONDITIONS WE TREAT INCLUDE:

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various forms of treatment. 
Immediate and long term relief for head, neck, face, shoulder, arm, lower back, 
leg, knee, and ankle pain.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 
improve joint mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 
treatment of all neurological disorders

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 
bulging discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain our independence by 
improving your balance and coordination (covered by most dicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates detailed evaluation, diagnosis 
and non-operative treatment and care.

Our comprehensive treatment program
promotes a fast, safe, return to health.

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize the 
area of injury. 

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

AURICULAR THERAPY is a proven effective painless tool to 
enable one to lose weight by minimizing cravings, controlling appetite, calming 
the nervous system, and strengthening will power.
u It is a safe and pain-free treatment of the ears (auricles) at multiple 
acupuncture points with mild electrical stimulation. Auricular Therapy can 
only work if the person is ready to Lose Weight in conjunction with a reduced 
calorie diet and increased physical activity. This program has helped people 
successfully lose weight.
u This pain-free treatment takes aproximately 30 minutes. There are no 
known side effects, the treatments are painless and remarkable effective for 
many people. In fact, with Auricular Therapy many patients successfully lose 
weight with one or two treatments. We recommend that you follow a diet plan 
when you start treatment.

WWW.HQBK.COM

LOSE WEIGHT
LOOK GREAT
GUARANTEED!

A six week program 
utilizing auricular therapy 

and dietary changes.
The results are 

guaranteed or your 
money back.

COME LOSE WEIGHT TODAY!

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM
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By Alexandra Simon
Call it a francophone music takeo-

ver! 
Legendary Haitian band Tabou 

Combo and Guadeloupean dancehall 
artist Admiral T took over Prospect 
Park at the BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn 
Festival on July 29. The artists took 
the stage as part of the annual con-
cert series hosted by BRIC every year. 
Music lovers from all around the 
world came to dance and see the cre-
ole and French-speaking performers, 
even if they were not familiar with an 

artist, said one guest who jazzed to 
Tabou Combo’s medleys.

“I really like their music. I don’t 
know really know the names of their 
songs, but I liked the sound of it,” 
said Axel Samphor who is from Mar-
tinique.

Samphor attended the concert 
with his girlfriend who also came to 
see Admiral T, and she says the cou-
ple came early enough to enjoy the 
band’s entire appearance.

“It was my first time hearing 
them and I liked them,” said Sidonie 

Cayambo from Reunion, a French-
speaking country off the eastern 
coast of Africa.

The band founded in 1968 per-
formed some of their hit songs such as 
“Mabouya” and “Haiti” for guests just 
over an hour and a half, before hand-
ing off the stage to Admiral T. The 
popular dancehall singer performed 
for the second half of the show, show-
ing off his high-energy dance movies 
and sang some of his hits like “Mesi 
Manman” and “Zonbi,” which is a fan 

French-speaking Carib artists perform at BRIC concert

Lead singer of Tabou Combo, Shoubou, left, and Fanfan perform for concert-goers at the Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn Festival on July 29.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on Page 46

By George Alleyne
Veterans ruled the finals in last Sun-

day’s Barbados Soca Royale as Lil Rick 
romped home with his sixth Party Mon-
arch delivering his lively piece ‘Energy’, 
and  Red Plastic Bag brought waves to 
the Bush Park crowd to take the Soca 
Monarch for the second time with ‘Boat 
Ride’.

The sixth victory for Hypa Dawg Lil 
Rick created a record as the first per-
former in this Crop Over competition to 
earn six victories. Entering the compe-
tition he was tied with Edwin Yearwood 
on five victories each.

Judging in for both competitions 
for the 2017 Soca Royale was free of 

By Alexandra Simon
The music scene on the isle of the fly-

ing fish is just getting more explosive!
The electronic music craze is on the 

rise in the Caribbean and the island 
nation of Barbados will be celebrating 
that shift in a huge way. The country will 
be the location of the weeklong Vujaday 
Music Festival next April — it is the first 
festival dedicated to house and techno 
music. The event is planning to bring 
some of the biggest house and techno 
music deejays to Barbados, which turns 

The masters 
dominate 

Soca Royale

Barbados to 
host EDM fest

Organizer of the forthcoming Vuja-
day Festival, Ryan Kruger.

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

SOUNDSOUND
OF MUSICOF MUSIC
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Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

Despacito
Luis Fonsi, Daddy Yankee...

Stay
Zedd & Alessia Cara

That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

Something Just Like This
The Chainsmokers & Coldplay

I’m The One
DJ Khaled, Justin Bieber, Qavo...

It Ain’t Me
Kygo x Selena Gomez

Say You Won’t Let Go
James Arthur

Believer
Imagine Dragons

Castle On The Hill
Ed Sheeran

Evolve
Imagine Dragons

Grateful
DJ Khaled

MOSAIC
311

Big Fish Theory
Vince Staples

Purple Rain (Soundtrack)
Prince And The Revolution

OK Computer: OKNOTOK ’97-’17
Radiohead

Moana
Soundtrack

Trolls
Soundtrack

Divide
Ed Sheeran

Presented by

wireless

Melodrama
Lorde

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

out is the ideal place for high-
energy music based on the rise 
of it there, said the organizer of 

the festival.
“Compared with where a 

number of the other islands are 
right now, I’d say that Barba-
dos is much more in tune with 
the global electronic move-
ment and having events like 
Vujaday will only accelerate this 
growth,” said Ryan Kruger.

Calypso, jazz and soca are 
a few of the most commonly 
listened to genres on the island 
and are still the top music 
sounds of choice, but the coun-
try has been making room for 
electronic music for a while and 
a respective place for it, added 
Kruger.

“While it’s certainly not the 
dominant sound of the island, I 
would say it’s growing in popu-
larity with both locals and tour-
ists,” he said. “There has been a 
local scene for many years but 
it catered mainly to an eager 
but relatively small local fan 
base but what we have seen 
globally is that there has been 
a general shift towards desti-
nation style electronic music 
events like ours driven by a 
maturing fanbase.”

During a visit to the island 
earlier this year, Kruger met 
with tourism officials about 
making it the location for the 
music fest, citing the existing 
base and beautiful scenery as 
the perfect locale for it. He 

added that many locals have 
long pushed for the rise of the 
genre there.

“I’ve had the honor of meet-
ing some very passionate local 
promoters, producers and 
deejays in my travels there, and 
I know they have been working 
hard for a number of years to 
cultivate a scene,” he said.

And next spring that scene 
finally gets a bigger spotlight 
when the Vujaday Music Festival 
arrives on April 4–8. The five-
day festival is set to take place 
at various locations throughout 
Barbados and organizers will 
bring many electronic music 
artists and spinmasters to what 
can be a great event. 

Organizers have been work-
ing on creating a festival for 
decades now and with locations 
already set, the island was the 
best location for it. 

“Once we visited Barbados 
in early 2017 we knew we had 
found the perfect location,” he 
said. “We are now eagerly antic-
ipating launching sales as soon 
as mid August.”

“Each event will be memo-
rable for its stunning decor and 
great sound. Of course there 
will be great food and bever-
age offerings and we will work 
with local cultural groups to 
add some island flair. Outside 
the events themselves we will 
encourage our travellers to par-
take in the many entertain-
ment and tourist options the 
island has to offer but we are 
100 percent focused on creat-
ing great parties.”

favorite, said Samphor. 
But the best part of the 

concert was Admiral T closing 
off the show with a cover of a 
classic song by Guadeloupean 
band Kassav.  

“The whole show was great 
and it was good when they 
made a tribute to Kassav — I 
really liked that,” said Sam-
phor.

FRENCH CARIBBEAN SOUND OF MUSIC

Continued from Page 45 

EDM fest
Continued from Page 45 

controversy as the estimated 
15,000 strong crowd roared in 
unanimous approval when the 
winners were announced early 
Monday morning.

Lil Rick said, “I feel good. 
The competition was hyped and 
good. I respect everyone in the 
competition. I didn’t underesti-
mate anyone. I just put on my 
best game.

“I enjoyed myself… I always 
try to make myself happy with 
the people and do my thing.”

Bag told one media house, 
“winning in a competition is 

something else. It is at another 
level people tend to see it. I love 
when people enjoy my songs to 
me that is the victory.”

There is more sweet Crop 
Over music to come with the 
Pic-O-De-Crop finals at Kensing-
ton Oval Saturday night where 
reigning Queen Aziza will defend 
her title against 10 other finalists 
Edwin Yearwood, Chrystal Cum-
mins-Beckles, A.C., Observer, Sir 
Ruel, Donella, Classic, Colin, 
Smokey Burke, and iWeb.

This will set the scene for the 
massive street party of Grand 
Kadooment Monday.

The masters dominate Soca Royale
Continued from Page 45 

Admiral T shows off his moves with a few of his dancers. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Axel Simphor from Mar-
tinique, left, and Sidonie 
Cayambo from La Reunion 
at the concert. 

Edwin Yearwood and Lil Rick hoist 2017 Soca Monarch Red 
Plastic bag after he was announced winner. 
 Photo by George Alleyne
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By Kam Williams
Detroit’s ‘67 riots broke out 

in the wee hours of July 23, in 
the wake of a police raid on an 
unlicensed bar where folks had 
been toasting a couple of vets 
who’d recently returned from 
Vietnam. Word spread like wild-
fire through the black commu-
nity that the cops had arrested 
all 82 people they found inside, 
and it wasn’t long before mobs 
began looting and firebombing 
stores all around the ‘hood.

The rebellion would last five 
days and result in over 1,000 
injuries and 7,000 arrests, 
while also claiming 43 lives. 
In terms of property damage, 
about 2,500 businesses were 
destroyed and hundreds of 

families were left homeless.
The insurrection was quelled 

by the Motor City’s police force 
in conjunction with the state 
of Michigan’s National Guard 
as well as federal troops from 
the 82nd and 101st Airborne 
divisions. While the arrests at 
the speakeasy ostensibly served 
as the flashpoint for the civil 
unrest, the revolt was really the 

result of long-simmering frus-
trations with the poor quality 
of housing, employment and 
education in the ghetto.

Directed by two-time Oscar-
winner Kathryn Bigelow (for 
The Hurt Locker), “Detroit” 
revisits the ‘67 riots by tele-
scoping tightly on events which 
unfolded at the Algiers Motel 
on the third night of the rebel-

lion. The picture features an 
A-list ensemble that includes 
John Boyega, Anthony Mackie, 
Will Poulter, Jacob Latimore 
and John Krasinski.

The trouble started when 
a sniper seemed to be taking 
pot shots at the police sta-
tioned a block away from the 
Algiers. Truth be told, it was 
just 17-year-old Carl Cooper 

(Jason Cooper) firing a harm-
less starter pistol.

Nevertheless, reasonably 
assuming they were under 
attack, officers returned fire 
before storming the hotel’s 
three-story annex. Emptying 
the rooms, they found a dozen 
guests, two 18-year-old white 
girls and 10 black males, includ-
ing members of “The Dramat-
ics,” The Motown group whose 
biggest hit was “Whatcha See 
Is Whatcha Get.”

The guests were herded into 
a first-floor hallway where, over 
the next several hours, they 
were threatened, humiilated 
and sadistically beaten during a 
prolonged interrogation being 
directed by Patrolman Krauss 
(Poulter). The white females 
were stripped naked, and called 
“whores” and “[N-word] lov-
ers.”

No gun was ever found, but 
by the end of the torture three 
black teenagers lay dead: Coop-
er, Fred Temple (Latimore) and 
Aubrey Pollard (Nathan Davis, 
Jr.). Newspapers reported that 
they were snipers who died 
during an exchange of gunfire. 
But autopsies revealed each 
had been shot from behind at 
very close range.

“Detroit”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for graphic vio-
lence and pervasive pro-
fanity
Running time: 143 min-
utes
Production Company: 
Annapurna Pictures / 
First Light
Distributor: Annapurna 
Pictures

Claustrophobic docudrama revisits ‘67 riots in Detroit

A scene from the movie “Detroit” drected by two-time Oscar-winner Kathryn Bigelow. 
 www.rottentomatoes.com

Armed Response (R 
for graphic violence, 
profanity and grisly 
images) Supernatural 
thriller about a special 
forces team’s investiga-
tion of the mysterious 
slaughter of the entire staff at a 
black ops facility. Co-starring Wesley 
Snipes, Anne Heche and Gene Sim-
mons.

Columbus (Unrated) Romantic 
dramedy, set in Indiana, about a Kore-
an man (John Cho) who falls in love 
with a local librarian (Haley Lu Rich-
ardson) living with her drug-addicted 
mother when he comes to America 
to care for his comatose father. With 
Parker Posey, Rory Culkin and Jim 
Dougherty.

Fun Mom Dinner (R for sexuality, 
drug use, crude humor and pervasive 
profanity) Girls’ night out comedy 
about four mothers (Katie Aselton, 
Molly Shannon, Toni Collette and 
Bridget Everett) with kids in the 
same preschool whose simple plan to 
unwind over a meal turns into a wild 
evening they’ll never forget. Featur-
ing Hart Denton, Gerald Dewey and 
Leigh Dunham.

Savage Dog (Unrated) Action thrill-
er about a just-paroled boxer’s (Scott 
Adkins) quest for revenge against the 
mobsters responsible for mudering 

a loved one. With Marko Zaror, Juju 
Chan and Cung Le.

Some Freaks (Unrated) Roman-
tic dramedy about a one-eyed teen 
(Thomas Mann) who falls for a chub-
by, high school classmate (Lily Mae 
Harrington) only to have their rela-
tionship fall apart when she loses 
50 pounds in college. Cast includes 
Marin Ireland, Lachlan Buchanan 
and Ely Henry.

Step (PG for mature themes and 
mild epithets) Against-the-odds doc-
umentary, set at a girls’ high school 
in Baltimore, chronicling the effort 
of seniors on the step team to win a 
dance competition as well as scholar-
ships to college.

Wind River (R for profanity, rape, 
graphic violence and disturbing 
images) Crime thriller about a rook-
ie FBI agent (Elizabeth Olsen) who 
teams with a veteran game tracker 
(Jeremy Renner) to solve a murder 
after a body is discovered in the 
woods on an Indian reservation. With 
Graham Greene, Judith Jones and Jon 
Bernthal.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams
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By Eddie Pells
LONDON (AP) — An encore for 

Usain Bolt? Unthinkable.
A loss in his going-away party? 

Impossible.
Track’s fastest man and greatest 

entertainer made both those points 
clear Tuesday leading to his final 

world championships this week. It 
was an engaging hour filled with 
reminisces, chats about his plans 
and thoughts about where his trou-
bled and soon-to-be-starless sport 
might be headed.

Sporting the goatee he wears dur-
ing world championships, but not 

the Olympics, the superstar who 
went nine for nine at the Sum-
mer Games, shattering records while 
dancing and smiling his way through 
the journey, dispensed any notion 
he might come back: ``For me, the 
next championships should be fun 

Bolt says no chance of loss or comeback in farewell worlds

Jamaican athlete Usain Bolt waves after a press conference ahead of the World Athletics championships 
in London, Tuesday, Aug. 1, 2017. Sprint legend Bolt, a multiple Olympic and World Championship gold 
medallist, is set to retire after the World Championships in London, which begin on Friday Aug. 4. 
 Associated Press / Frank Augstein

Continued on Page 50

By Azad Ali
The Caribbean’s stars may return to 

international cricket after Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) announced a temporary 
player amnesty, the first step towards 
removing the contentious eligibility 
rule.

CWI’s Chief Executive Officer, Johnny 
Grave, said that a working group of 
the Cricket Committee was expected 
to make recommendations on the rule 
to the board of directors soon, which 
would be discussed at a meeting in Sep-
tember.

In the interim, Grave said, all “reg-

By Azad Ali
West Indies senior batsman Darren 

Bravo has apologized to the President 
of Cricket West Indies (CWI) Dave Cam-
eron for his offensive remark he tweeted 
about him.

The president has also apologized 
saying that Bravo was given an “A” 
contract.

At the end of all the apologizes, Bravo 
will now be available to play in all forms 

Cricketers 
amnesty

Bravo’s 
apology

West Indies cricketer Darren Bravo.
 Associated Press

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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of cricket for the West Indies, but he was 
not named in the 15-member squad to 
tour England next month.

In Bravo’s tweet last November, he 
referred to Cameron as a “big idiot.”

Cameron in his apology said: “In 
early November 2016, I gave an inter-
view to SportsMax TV… In the course 
of the interview I stated that Dar-
ren Bravo had previously been on an 
“A” contract, which I have since been 
advised is not correct. I apologize for 
the misstatement.”

The CWI president said he hopes 
Bravo returns to both the regional and 
international game for the West Indies.

Similarly, Bravo’s statement said he 
regretted his response to Cameron’s 
error in the interview.

Bravo said he wished to withdraw the 
inappropriate comment he made on his 
Twitter account and apologized to the 
CWI president and to all Windies’ fans. 
The Trinidadian name could be includ-
ed on the new round of central con-
tracts to be introduced in October.

istered players” would be eligible for 
selection.

He said the agreement forms part 
of a wider strategy to be more inclu-
sive and to improve players relations 
aimed at re-engaging all players with-
in the system so that they can perform 
at their best for the Windies team.

The move by CWI comes when 
West Indies is almost certainly set to 
miss out on automatic qualification 
for the 2019 World Cup in England.

The West Indies team is in the 
ninth position in the ICC One-Day 
rankings with only hosts England 
and the remaining top seven nations 
in the world by Sept. 30, assured of 
automatic qualification. Ten teams 
will then contest a qualifying tourna-
ment next year for the two remaining 
spots at the World Cup.

West Indies has one more chance 
to achieve direct qualification when 
the team faces England in a five-
match series in September.

Graves said CWI was already pre-
paring for the prospect of playing in 
next year’s qualification tournament 
in order to reach the World Cup.

Without their top players, West 
Indies team has struggled in the short 
format of the game, winning just four 
of the 21 matches including an embar-
rassing loss to minnows Afghanistan 
in St. Lucia last month.

 Apologies
accepted

Cricketers 
amnesty“It was shocking,” said Bolt, who 

popped right back up after the spill. “I 
didn’t get hurt, so it was funny.”

On a more serious note, he was asked 
how he has prepared for each season as 
his career has progressed. Like flipping 
through the calendar, Bolt ticked off 
his goals and motivations for each year 
since he burst onto the scene in 2008, a 
relative unknown whose only goal was 
to become an Olympic champion in his 
main race, the 200 meters.

Early on, he took umbrage to the 
slights: for instance, that despite set-
ting four world records, his success 
in 2008 came because his main chal-
lenger, Tyson Gay, was hurt. Or how in 
2012, many were favoring teammate 
Yohan Blake at the Olympics after Bolt 
lost to him twice earlier in the summer 
in Jamaica.

As the calendar kept turning and 
Bolt kept proving himself, his mission 
became more about trying to secure his 
place in history. When he swept gold 
for the third straight Olympics last year 
in Rio de Janeiro, he reached the legen-
dary status he sought.

“Now that I got to my goal, I’m good 
with it,’’ he said. “I’ve proven myself.’’

He fielded the obligatory questions 
about doping. Bolt has never been 
caught. Many in his country, and in 
the sprint game he dominates, have. 
The last two years have been filled with 
sordid stories of doping corruption in 
Russia that brought track and field to 
a new low.

“The only place track and field has 
to go is up,’’ Bolt said. “Hopefully we’re 

going to get it going in the right direc-
tion and continue going in the right 
direction.’’

His most telling comments — or 
non-comments — came when he was 
asked who might fill his shoes after he 
leaves.

“I’m not going down that road,’’ Bolt 
said. “The last guy I said was going to be 
great disrespected me.’’

It was almost certainly a reference 
to Andre De Grasse, the Canadian up-
and-comer who brazenly pushed Bolt 
last year in the Olympic 200-meter 
semifinals.

If there’s going to be drama in Satur-
day’s 100 final, De Grasse is the best bet 
to provide it.

But Bolt doesn’t see that as a prob-
lem.

“You guys know if I show up at a 
championship, you know I’m fully con-
fident and ready to go,’’ he said.

He unveiled the gold-and-purple 
shoes he’ll wear for his final champi-
onships. The purple is for his school 
colors back home at William Knibb 
Memorial High School. The gold is self-
explanatory.

His sponsor, Puma, has been pro-
moting the phrase “Fastest Forever,’’ 
in the lead-up to the worlds, which will 
take place in the same London stadium 
where Bolt won Olympic medals four, 
five and six.

But Bolt has a different idea.
“Unbeatable,’’ he said. “For me, that 

would be the biggest headline. Unbeat-
able. Unstoppable. Hear that guys? Jot 
it down.’’

UNSTOPPABLE USAIN BOLT
Jamaican athlete Usain Bolt celebrates after a press conference ahead of the World Athletics championships in 
London, Tuesday, Aug. 1, 2017. Associated Press / Frank Augstein

Continued from Page 50 
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because now it’s time to watch and see 
who can hold their nerves,’’ said the 
11-time world champion, who turns 31 
on Aug. 21.

As for the possibility he’d change his 
mind should he lose in Saturday night’s 
100-meter final: “It’s not going to hap-
pen, so we won’t have that problem. 
Don’t worry,” he said.

He said he’s looking forward to a life 
of motivational speaking, occasional 
soccer games with friends and maybe 
dipping his toe into action movies to 
keep the adrenaline flowing.

As for the past, one of Bolt’s most 
interesting revelations was that his 
now-famous “To the World” pose, 
which he debuted after winning his 
first Olympic gold medal in Beijing, was 
completely unplanned.

“It’s just something that happened,” 
Bolt said. “I guess it was by the grace of 
God. It became big. For me, it worked.”

Almost every celebration since — 
the moderator said Bolt has taken 147 
victory laps over his career — has 
been pre-planned, drenched in Jamai-
can flags and reggae music and every 
bit worth the wait. Among the few 
impromptu moments came at the last 
world championships, two years ago in 
Beijing, when a photographer riding a 
Segway accidentally upended him dur-
ing his victory lap.

That man made a videotaped appear-
ance at the news conference and told 
Bolt: “You inspired me to become more 
focused in my work.”
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.
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By Patrick Horne
The USA’s  2-1 defeat of Jamai-

ca to win its sixth CONCACAF 
Gold Cup was Déjà Vu! Carib-
bean teams defeat themselves 
before they start when over and 
over again they employ a defeat-
ist, defensive strategy against 
the Americans.

On Wednesday, July 22 before 
63,032 fans in Levi Stadium in 
Santa Clara (CA) and before 
a large international television 
audience, Jamaica sat back 
deep in its half of the field and 
employ a low-pressure defense, 
allowing the U.S. to play the 
game in front of its goal, hop-
ing to force mistakes for the 
counterattack. The problem is, 
when Jamaica decided to fight 
the battle so deep into its half 
of the field, it risks committing 
fouls and other mistakes, which 
could lead to free kicks for the 
USA.

And guess what? After long 
minutes of USA possession in 
Jamaica’s goal area, Romario 
Williams committed a desper-
ate foul on U.S. captain Michael 
Bradley and Jozy Altidore’s 
20-yard free kick put the U.S. 
ahead, 1-0, at the 45-minute 
mark. Altidore scored his 39th 
international goal and said 

after that his tally meant a lot 
to him; he credited U.S. coach 
Bruce Arena, who took over the 
team from Jurgen Klinsmann, 
for “bringing a new energy to 
the team and giving it a tre-
mendous lift.”

Another problem with 
Jamaica’s low-pressure defense 
is that when it wins the ball, 
the attack starts so deep into 
its half, it has to come a long 
way to the other end of the 
field. This is very tiring and 
allows the USA time to create 
a defensive shape to stymie the 
attack. What compounded the 
situation for Jamaica and made 
it doubly difficult to counterat-
tack is the fact that the USA 
always fights to retrieve the 
ball at the moment it loses pos-
session; the Americans tackled 
the Jamaican player in posses-
sion immediately, right in front 
of Jamaica’s goal area, because 
this is where the Reggae Boyz 
chose to do battle.

The situation creates addi-
tional fatigue on the Jamaicans, 
and especially when you give 
up so much possession to the 
Americans and let them play, 
they develop a passing rhythm 
that helps them maintain pos-
session for long periods, which 

means that the Jamaicans did 
more chasing and the game 
became much harder. After the 
1-0 half time score, the Ameri-
cans had dominated possession 
in the game to the tune of 63 
percent to Jamaica’s 37 per-
cent.

Even when Je Vaughn Watson 
scored directly from a Kemar 
Lawrence corner kick in the 
50th minute to level the score 
at 1-1 for Jamaica, the Reg-
gae Boyz were unable to take 
the upper-hand and increase its 
momentum. The second half 
was a repeat of the first: waiting 
deep in its half of the field and 
hoping for mistakes to counter-
attack. This defensive strategy 
usually has a negative effect on 
the team executing it, in this 
case Jamaica, as it reveals a lack 
of trust in players to go forward, 
pressure the ball as early as 
possible in the opponent’s half 
and play a positive game. Con-
versely, the message that the 
USA got from Jamaica’s strategy 
is that the Reggae Boyz lack the 
confidence to go toe-to-toe with 
them, and this gave the winners 
a psychological advantage from 
the outset.

So, the USA was allowed to 
play, pass the ball and probe for 

the opening to score until much 
fatigue settled in; finally, by the 
88th minute, when the tired 
Jamaican legs failed to clear the 
ball from in front of the goal 
area, the positive and still hard-
running Americans scored in 

the 88th minute through Jor-
dan Morris, with a mere two 
minutes left to play, for its vic-
tory. Said Morris after the game 
about scoring the winner, “It 
feels unbelievable; winning and 
being part of the team.”

Jamaica strategy wrong for US

Jamaica’s Oniel Fisher, left, and Darren Mattocks react after 
losing the Gold Cup fi nal soccer match against the United 
States in Santa Clara, Calif., Wednesday, July 26, 2017.  
 Associated Press / Marcio Jose Sanchez
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