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By Bert Wilkinson
The man Donald Trump, the 

controversial U.S. President-
Elect, has nominated to be his 
administration’s secretary of 
state has been forced to scrub 
a visit to Guyana this week 
after he was formally named 
as the person for one of the 
more powerful positions in the 
cabinet.

Rex Tillerson was scheduled 
to meet with Guyanese Pres-
ident David Granger at mid 
week to discuss ExxonMobil’s 
humongous oil and gas find 
of the country’s Atlantic coast 
back in May of last year. He was 
due to arrive late Tuesday.

Tillerson is the chairman 
and chief executive of Exxon-
Mobil, which is the first of many 
companies to have drilled both 
on and offshore for oil and gas 
in Guyana to find such large 
quantities.

Had he not been named to 
the position, Tillerson would 

have been the latest in a long 
line of senior Exxon execu-
tives who have been trekking 
to Guyana to discuss and treat 
with the Texas-based compa-
ny’s multi-million dollar opera-
tion in Guyana in recent years.

He has been with the com-
pany for the greater part of 
40 years after starting as an 
engineer and was heading to 
the Caribbean trade bloc’s larg-
est member nation to discuss 
a string of very positive latest 
developments with Guyanese 
authorities. The visit would 
have been the first to Guy-
ana, the latest Caricom coun-
try with commercial quanti-
ties alongside Trinidad, Belize, 
Suriname, and Barbados.

Exxon has drilled a number 
of successful wells since first 
announcing that its Liza 1 well 
contains at least 1.4 billion bar-
rels of oil and an undisclosed 
amount of gas.

New U.S. Secretary of State and Big Oil head cancels meeting with Granger

Rex Tillerson, who has been named secretary of state by President-Elect Trump, has now 
canceled a trip to Guyana. Associated Press / J. Scott Applewhite Continued on Page 26

By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Council Member 

Jumaane D. Williams (D–Flat-
bush) on Monday held a rally 
on the steps of City Hall calling 
on the Administration to move 
forward with Intro 0722, a bill 
that would amend the mini-
mum temperature to be main-

tained in residential dwellings 
overnight. 

Williams, who is Deputy 
Leader and Chairman of the 
Housing and Buildings Com-
mittee, said the bill would 
also remove the outside day 
time and night time tempera-
ture trigger, which normally 

prompts when inside heating 
should kick in.  

Williams, who represents 
the 45th Council District in 
Brooklyn, was joined by Man-
hattan Borough President Gale 
Brewer, Sen. Bill Perkins, the 
Flatbush Tenant Coalition, 
Housing and Family Servic-

es of Greater New York, and 
impacted New Yorkers from 
Midwood Senior Center. 

“Most people don’t realize 
how cold it has to be outside 
to legally be able to get heat,” 
Williams said. “We focused on 
what we have the ability to 

Williams rallies for increased temps in rental buildings

Continued on Page 36

TILLERSON SCRUBS GUYANA VISIT

Jumaane Williams. 
 AP / Haraz N. Ghanbari, File
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DR. ROHIT PATEL Former Assistant Clinical Professor of Dentistry Columbia University College of Dental Medicine.
Attending Dentists, MontefioreMedical Center, NY. 30Years in Practice.

DR. SITKI MURAT DOGUS Prosthodontist, is a Clinical Instructor, Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Medical Center, NY.

DR. DANIEL GREENBAUM Board Certified Prosthodtist, with advanced training in implantology and periodontology. DDS Degree from Columbia University College of Dental Medicine in NY.

Affordable Gentle Dental Care
at Sparkle Dental

Specialists on staff: Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist) • Periodontist (Gum Specialist)
Prosthodontist (Implants & Bridges Specialist)

Are you tired of loose fitting dentures, or constantly using paste to keep
them in? Finally, here is the solution!

The “Prettau Permanent Implant Bridge” is now available at Sparkle Dental!

The Prettau Bridge-
100% Zirconia

No acrylic, No chipping
No compromises!

The Prettau Zirconia
Implant Bridge looks and
feels like your own teeth

‘’Stop the endless dental cycle of replacing failing root canals, large fillings,
problematic gum disease, etc. The Prettau Zirconia Implant Bridge is the future
of dentistry to replace missing teeth, a denture, or failing dental work’’

Dr. Rohit Patel

You can have all your teeth permanently replaced with the Prettau Zirconia
Implant bridge! All other implant centers use acrylic that chips, stains and
wears over time. It is also a healther choice for you as there is no toxic acrylic,
and the cost of the Prettau Bridge is less than the acrylic choices.

Beautiful SmileBeautiful SmileBeautiful SmileBeautiful Smile
Not Everyone Was Born With It...Not Everyone Was Born With It...Not Everyone Was Born With It...

NEW PATIENTS*

$89
*unless gum disease is present

Reg.
$425

• Thorough Examination
• Oral Cancer Screening
• X-Rays
• Basic Teeth Cleaning

INVISALIGN® SPECIAL

BLEEDING GUMS?153 Stevens Ave., Ste. 1
Mt. Vernon, NY
We reserve the right to submit for insurance reimbursement to the doctor for exam, consultation & X-ray

Nos Comprendemos e Falamos o Portugues • Se Habla Español

sparkledental.com

914-668-1722

DENTURES LOOSE?
USING PASTE?

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION

PRETTAU BRIDGE
100% ZIRCONIA

No Acrylic, No Chipping & Natural Look

$3,999
FREE Treatment Consultation Required
Call Today! Your Dental Insurance may cover
up to $1500 and retainers $750 Reg.
total for Invisalign including retainers $6,300

Starting At

Teeth Feel Loose?
Partial Denture Loose?
Gum Disease can cause
serious Health Issues!

FREE GUM
EVALUATION!
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By Tangerine Clarke
Karen Wharton, the first woman 

to be unanimously voted in as Presi-
dent of the Queen’s College Alumni 

Association, NY, is 
focused on mobi-
lizing the talents 
of former stu-
dents and friends 
of the prestig-
ious school, to 
ensure the insti-
tution receives 
the appropri-
ate resources to 
advance into the 
21st century.

Wharton, a 
Brooklyn resident 
and mechani-
cal engineer, told 
an audience at 
the association’s 

recent 25th Year Anniversary Cele-
bration at Antun’s Banquet Hall, that 
the launch of the Youth Development 
Fund supports program to better 
equip students for the future.

To this end, she announced the 
Annual Student Conference in Guy-
ana set for February 16–17, 2017 and 
called on alumni to participate in the 
educational forum. 

Reflecting on the strides the organ-
ization has made, Wharton, who was 
honored at the prestigious event, 
applauded former students for the 
impact they have made to improve 
learning for students back home. 

“With our assistance, Queen’s 
College was the first in Guyana to 
install a computer laboratory on its 
premises, and the first to provide its 
students with Internet access. We 
also provided financial assistance to 
Queen’s College families and to Guy-
anese in general, during the flood of 
2005,” said the president who added 
that in honor of founding member, 
Vernley Ivor Ward, the group has 
underwritten the University of Guy-
ana fees for 17 students. 

In additional to encouragement of 
leadership training, volunteer oppor-
tunities and activities that engage 
student in traditional and non-tra-
ditional academic pursuits, the asso-
ciation’s Annual Student Conference 
and the Math and Robotics Summer 
Camp, will continue to benefit stu-
dent across Guyana.

Forty-one years after Queen’s College 

Alumni 
group has 
1st female 
president

By Tangerine Clarke
The cheerful atmosphere of Christ-

mas was felt by the little merry makers 
of District 21 in Brooklyn, who showed 
off their dance moves, sang carols, and 
enjoyed festive fare at the Flatbush 
YMCA.

The gymnasium, decorated with red, 
white and green balloon, was packed 
with more than four hundred boys 
and girls on Saturday, Dec. 10, at the 
Christmas event hosted by state Sen. 
Kevin Parker’s office in partnership 
with “Now” Entertainment, and the 
YMCA, who delighted the children.

In addition to a candy station, pop-
corn, pizza, and hot dogs vocalists 
Camille King and Natasha Wilson sang 
Christmas carols alongside youngsters.

The event brought back fond memo-
ries for Parker, who said growing-up, 
his father made sure his home was 
decorated, and Christmas cheer shared 
with the family. As such, over the years, 
he has paid it forward, with the giving 
spirit of Christmas.

Generous donors dropped off toys at 
his office, while a toy-drive helped to 
meet the need of every child present to 
have a gift this Christmas time.

“This is just one of the ways we reach 
out to the community, and the children 
of my district. I share the same things I 
enjoyed during the holidays,” said Sena-
tor Parker, whose wide popularity has 
kept him in office for fourteen years.

Through his social media presence, 
he had expanded his initiates to include, 
yearly prom dress, and backpack givea-
ways.

Parker spoke passionately about his 

community engagement, and meeting 
the needs of his district of 318,000 eth-
nically diverse Brooklyn constituents, 
living in Flatbush, East Flatbush, Mid-
wood, Ditmas Park, Kensington, Wind-
sor Terrace, and Park Slope. 

His Tilden Avenue and E. 34th Street 
office provides a full services to deal 
with immigration issues, jobs, housing 
and healthcare, and in cases of eviction 
situation, that the politician is readily 
available to deal with.

He is the Ranking Member of the 
Senate Committees on Energy and Tel-
ecommunications and Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse, Assistant Democratic 
Leader for Intergovernmental Affairs, 
and Chair of the Democratic Task Force 
on New Americans. 

“It is a blessing and an honor to serve 
this community that voted me in for 
the 8th time. Happy Holidays to every-
one in the community, and may they 
have happiness and peace at this time,” 
said the lawmaker.

Now Production owner Natasha Wil-
son said it was fulfilling because she 
partnered this year with Senator Parker 
who she has worked with on other pro-
grams before.

The entertainer, who calls the Mighty 
Sparrow her father after he guided her 
singing career, thanked Parker and the 
YMCA for the opportunity to serve the 
kids.

“I love kids, and I wanted to give back 
to the community. As long as they are 
happy I am happy,” she said, and wished 
the little ones a happy holiday season.

“As the executive director of the 
YMCA, it is always positive to show the 
community that we are here for them, 
and to see the smiling faces of the 
kids today brings me so much joy, said 
Meishay Gattis.

“The spirit of the “Y” is really about 
community and all inclusiveness. Part-
nering with Senator Parker who has 
been go gracious to us for so many 
years is wonderful,” said Gattis, adding 
that the holiday season is a time for 
families, and also giving back, to some 
who are less-fortunate.

Natasha Wilson of Now Production, State Sen. Kevin Parker and YMCA Executive Director, Meishy Gattis, brought 
cheer to the children of District 21.

Girts, entertainment, delight kids 
at Sen. Parker’s annual party

Little 15-month old Elijah with a serv-
ing of cotton candy.

Karen Wharton.

Continued on Page 8
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Caribbean 
Heavy rains in the Eastern Carib-

bean have caused property and infra-
structure damage recently.

The Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency 
(CEDEMA) through 
its national disaster 
coordinators on the 
ground, has provided 
a summary of condi-
tions in affected members states fol-
lowing the recent tropical disturbance, 
which brought heavy showers and thun-
derstorms.

Barbados, Dominica and St. Lucia 
experienced flooding, while St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines experienced flood-
ing and thunderstorms and damage to 
bridges in certain parts of the island.

According to the National Emergency 
Management Organization (NEMO), St. 
Vincent reported minor flooding and 
schools were suspended from Nov. 29, 
2016, 15 houses were reported destroyed 
and 20 others damaged. More than 170 
persons were placed in shelters.

In Barbados, several houses were 
damaged and several roads were made 
impassable by fallen trees.

And in Trinidad, torrential rain trig-
gered massive flooding, sea swells and 
landslides cutting off residents of the 
remote coastal areas in the east from 
the rest of the country.

Villagers described the devastation as 
the worst they had seen in more than 
50 years.

Several fishing boats sank, several 
landslides and the roofs of houses were 
blown away.

Antigua
 Regional carrier LIAT has added 

a new ATR72 to its fleet. The aircraft 
recently landed at the 
V.C. Bird International 
Airport in Antigua and 
was greeted by the air-
line’s line minister in 
Antigua and Barbuda Sir Robin Year-
wood and the management and staff 
LIAT.

Captain Philemon Gunsam and First 
Officer Rawle Francis, both of Antigua 
piloted the new 68-seater aircraft from 

Toulouse, France.
After the customary fly-by and water 

cannon salute, the aircraft was greeted 
by the management and staff of the 
airline.

Yearwood said he was pleased about 
the arrival of this new aircraft and 
urged all LIAT staff to continue work-
ing to strengthen the airline’s essential 
service to the region.

He said the aircraft is scheduled to 
go into commercial services by mid-
December and passengers should expect 
continued improvement in LIAT’s serv-
ices during the Christmas season.

Grenada
None In Three, a research project 

that is helping women in the Carib-
bean who are most vulnerable to being 
abused in the home has won a prestig-
ious national award.

The project, which is led by Professor 
Adele Jones at the University of Hud-
dersfield, England and working with the 
Sweet Water Foundation in Grenada, 
was launched as part of International 
Women’s Day in March this year. It will 
address the fact that 
one in three women 
living in the Carib-
bean will face physical 
or sexual abuse.

Recently, the project 
was awarded the top prize in the Health 
and Wellbeing category of the National 
Coordinating Centre for Public Engage-
ment’s bi-annual Engage Awards.

The project, which is due to run 
for another 18 months, will use col-
laborative research with marginalized 
women. It has already been implement-
ed as a pilot project both in Grenada and 
Barbados.

Haiti
The Caribbean Community (CARI-

COM) Observers who monitored Haiti’s 
recent general election has expressed 
their satisfaction for the smooth run-
ning of the political process.

A statement from CARICOM head-
quarters in Georgetown, Guyana, said it 
observed and watched 
the work and vote 
done in 300 polling 
stations in three dis-
tricts of the capital in 
Port-au-Prince and its 
surroundings, including areas severely 
affected by Hurricane Matthew.

CARICOM observers praised the hard 
work of the Haitian Provisional Council 
that despite the devastation and crisis 
generated by the hurricane managed 
to prepare a good election to which also 

A Bolt of light
Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt who won the International Athletic Foundation “2016 Athlete of the Year Award,” 
gestures before a press conference in Monaco last week. For more on the story, see Sports. 
 Associated Press / Claude Paris

Continued on Page 8
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito to pass the 

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel for 

low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Speaker Viverito at 1-844-655-7463 
and urge her to pass the Right to Council 
bill now!

Sutphin 

$35 and up
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OR, USE THIS SAVINGS PASS FRIDAY OR SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM

Excludes ALL: cosmetics/fragrances, Deals of the Day, Doorbusters/web busters, electrics/electronics, Everyday Values (EDV), furniture/mattresses, Last Act, Macy’s Backstage, rugs, specials, 
Super Buys, Breville, Coach, Dyson, Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Kate Spade, KitchenAid Pro Line, Le Creuset, Levi’s, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, Michael Kors Studio, Michele 
watches, Natori, Sam Edelman, Samsung watches, Shun, Stuart Weitzman, The North Face, Theory, Tumi, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford, Wüsthof, Tory Burch, UGG, littleBits, 3Doodler, Movado Bold, M 
by Macy’s Marketplace, athletic clothing, shoes & accessories, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, select licensed depts., services, 
special orders, special purchases, tech watches/jewelry/accessories, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s 
account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash 
value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

$1O OFF YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR MORE. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

$2O OFF YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

VALID 12/16  
’TIL 2PM OR  
12/17/16 ’TIL 2PM

VALID 12/16  
’TIL 2PM OR  
12/17/16 ’TIL 2PM

 ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/16-12/17/2016. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/2/2017, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 
YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD may not be: redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account. If a purchase used to accumulate Macy’s 
Money is returned, your return may result in a reduction of the value of your Macy’s Money Reward Card and/or a reduction of your total refund amount. The remaining balance of your Macy’s Money Reward Card 
will reflect the Macy’s Money amount you qualify for after deducting the returned item(s) from your original purchase amount. For more information, go to macys.com/macysmoney

50-80% OFF 
STOREWIDE + FREE SHIPPING  

ONLINE AT $25 VALID 12/16-12/17/2016. PLUS, FREE 
RETURNS. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE 
MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS 

PLUS, DEALS OF THE DAY AVAILABLE ALL DAY, 
BOTH DAYS!

EXTENDED HOURS! 7AM-MIDNIGHT
FRI, DEC. 16 & SAT, DEC. 17 

HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

OUR LOWEST PRICES
OF THE SEASON ON SELECT STYLES

ONE DAY 
SALE

TIME TO 
CASH IN!

USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY NOW: EVEN ON TOP OF  
COUPONS AND SALE PRICES! 12/16-12/24/16. SEE BELOW
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Benefi ts:
Arthritis

Services:

Ninashealthandwellness@gmail.com

Nina’s Health and Wellness

Nina Israel

Manipulation of soft tissue to benefi t Mind, Body and Soul.

Where Healing Begins

NURSING EXAMS MADE EASY

WE SPECIALIZE IN FOREIGN TRAINED NURSES AND REPEAT TEST TAKERS

Edison, NJ December 7-10
Atlanta, GA December 15-18
West Hempstead, NY Jan *6-11 
*No Classes Sunday 8th

11  

MENTION CODE 1216CL - GET $25 OFF LIVE REVIEW

contributed the people of the Caribbean 
nation with their proper civic duty.

Head of the CARICOM Observers 
team, Dr. Steve Surujbally in compar-
ing the elections of Oct. 25  2015, said 
this time the authorities and electoral 
personnel deployed more competence 
in the execution of their duties.

He attributed the improvement to 
the training of electoral staff carried 
out by the Electoral Council.

Jamaica
The ruling Jamaica Labor Party (JLP) 

has taken control of eight municipal 
corporations in the long overdue local 
government elections recently.

Results from the Electoral Office 
of Jamaica (EOJ) show that the JLP 
won eight municipal corporations — 
Kingston and St. Andrews, Portland, 
St. Mary, St. Ann, Trel-
awny, St. James, Claren-
don and St. Elizabeth.

The opposition Peo-
ple’s National Party 
PNP), that previously controlled the 
councils won the parishes of Hanover, 
Manchester, Westmoreland, St. Cath-
erine and Portmore Municipal Council 
(5).

However, in the eastern parish of St. 
Thomas, there was a tie in the recent 
Local Government Elections (LGE).

Prime Minister Andrew Holness told 
party supporters in New Kingston that 
this victory was an endorsement of the 
government’s performance since win-
ning the February general election.

In response to the defeat, PNP, gen-
eral secretary, Julian Robinson said, a 
review of the party’s performance will 
be conducted.

St. Kitts
St. Kitts and Nevis has made come 

changes to the Citi-
zenship by Investment 
Program ICIP) to allow 
investors with good 
character to make a 
substantial contribution to the develop-
ment of the Federation.

Chief Executive Officer of the Citi-
zenship by Investment Unit (CIU), Les 
Khan said that during the 2013-2014 
period volume within the application 
process was significant, hence the 
reasons for the changes. He said the 
changes took place firstly within the 
Unit, which now boasts of a manage-
ment team of very experienced and 
qualified persons.

Khan noted that the system was 
implemented last year and l00 percent 
of the service providers are using the 
system.

He noted that the system allows the 
service providers to input applications 
as they get them and within a very short 
time frame — about two days, they 
receive acknowledgment from the unit.

Khan said the CBI program was at 
a low during the restructuring period 
getting the unit to function as a team 
and to be more professional. 

Trinidad
The unemployment rate in Trinidad 

and Tobago has increased to 4.4 percent 
in the second quarter of this year com-
pared to 3.8 percent in the first quarter 
in 2016, according to the latest Central 
Bank Monetary Policy Report.

This meant that the change in the 
unemployment rate between June 2015 
and June 2016 reflected 
an “increase of 16,200 
in the number of peo-
ple who could not find 
work, along with the 
departure of 8,200 workers from the 
labor force.”

The report, noted that job vacancies 
for low-skilled workers remained con-
siderable.

The Central Bank noted that more 
males suffered job losses during the 
second quarter of 2016 than females 
with an unemployment rate of 4.1 per-
cent.

But the overall rate of unemployment 
remains higher at 4.9 percent. Youth 
unemployment has also increased to 
11.6 percent from 8.1 percent.in the 
same period last year.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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admitted girls to the institution, Wharton, 
the first woman to lead the alumni asso-
ciation, is passionate, and committed to 
programs such as financial assistance 
and mentoring support for SAT prep pro-
grams, for disadvantaged high-school stu-
dents in the New York area. 

Recently appointed as an Education 
Resource Ambassador supporting the 
University of Guyana’s Renaissance, a 
member of the UG’s NY Support Group, 
Wharton plans to bring together vol-
unteers with different qualifications, 
backgrounds, and experiences, an inte-
gral part of fostering creativity and 

innovation.
A founding member of the Queens-

based Guyana Jamaica Friendship Asso-
ciation, where she serves as its first 
Public Relations Officer, Wharton, who 
graduated from Boston University and 
Pace University, is a mother to 16-year 
old Kali and wife to James Blain.

She said she is honored and privi-
leged to lead the alumni association, 
and eternally grateful to her predeces-
sor, John Campbell for his strength and 
leadership during his presidency.

“I look forward to working with the 
Executive Committee members and you, 
friends, as we continue to work toward 
fulfilling the mission of QUAANY.” 

“Faithful and useful always” she said, 
alluding to the motto of the prestigious 
institution.

Alumni
Continued from page 3 
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We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.
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RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec 1 
2016 (IPS) — Among the many 
leaders who left their mark on 
history in the 20th century, 
Fidel Castro – who died Nov. 
25 at the age of 90 — stood out 
for propelling Cuba into a glo-
bal role that was unexpectedly 
prominent for a small coun-
try, in an era when arms were 
frequently taken up to settle 
national and international dis-
putes.

The Cold War imposed cer-
tain political choices as well as 
the consequences in terms of 
hostilities. By choosing Com-
munism as its path in 1961, 
two years after the triumph of 
the revolution, Cuba became a 
pawn that infiltrated the enemy 
chessboard, facing the risks 
posed by such a vulnerable and 
threatening position.

In Latin America, the 
“Western, Christian” side 
mainly degenerated into mili-
tary dictatorships, nearly all 
of them anti-Communist and 
with direct links to the United 
States, with a few exceptions 
like the progressive govern-
ment of General Juan Velasco 
Alvarado in Peru (1968–1975).

On the other side, guer-
rilla movements supported or 
stimulated by Cuba, like the 
1966–1967 incursion led by 
Argentine-Cuban revolution-
ary Ernesto “Che” Guevara 
in Bolivia, mushroomed. The 
military defeat of these move-
ments was a general, but not 
absolute, rule.

For example, there was the 
Sandinista triumph in Nicara-
gua in 1979, and in Colombia 
the half-decade conflict raged 
until this year, when a peace 
deal was finally signed by the 
government and the FARC 

accused of participating in the 
uprising: thousands of them 
were shot and killed. The 
number of victims has never 
been confirmed.

More recently, tens of thou-
sands of Cuban doctors have 
spread a humane image of 
Cuba throughout Latin Amer-
ica, after they did so in many 
African countries. Thousands 
of them have worked in Ven-
ezuela since late president 
Hugo Chavez first took power 
in 1999. In Brazil, more than 
11,000 Cuban doctors have 
been providing healthcare in 
poor and remote areas since 
2013.

The Cuban revolution and 
its achievements are inextrica-
bly intertwined with the figure 
of Fidel Castro, whose leader-
ship was so dominating that 
he probably would not have 
needed the rules of his political 
regime to constantly assert his 
power and authority over all 
activities in Cuba.

“Why hold elections?” many 
Cubans used to argue, in 
response to the frequent crit-
icism of how long the Cas-
tro administration remained 
in power, without submitting 
itself to a real vote.

The impression is that his 
leadership was excessive, that 
it went far beyond the limits of 
the Caribbean island nation. 
His capacity for action was 
reflected in working meetings 
held in the wee hours of the 
morning, as well as in his 
meetings with visiting lead-
ers.

His hours-long speeches 
were also delivered abroad, 
when he visited countries gov-
erned by friends, such as Chile 
in 1971 — governed at the time 
by socialist President Salvador 
Allende (1970–1973) — and 
Angola in 1977, under Presi-
dent Agostinho Neto.

“They don’t have a Fidel,” 
said Cubans in Angola, to criti-
cise and explain errors commit-
ted by the government there, 
lamenting the lack of such an 
infallible leader as theirs, in 
a country whose development 
they were trying to support.

A product and subject of 
an era marked by the Cold 
War, Castro seemed destined 
to cause controversy, as a his-
toric figure praised by some 
and condemned as a despot by 
others. But his political legacy 
will wane if Communism does 
not find a way to reconcile with 
democracy. — Mario Osava

Angola, where Cuba’s military 
aid was decisive in the coun-
try’s successful bid for inde-
pendence, by cutting off the 
advance of South African troops 
that almost reached Luanda 
in the attempt to prevent the 
birth of the new nation, which 
occurred on Nov. 11, 1975.

For decades, Cuban troops 
were in Angola training the 
military and strengthening 
national defence, along with 
the Cuban doctors and teach-
ers who helped care for and 
teach a new generation of 
Angolans.

The operation in Angola 
showed that Cuba was more 
than a mere pawn of the former 
Soviet Union. On May 27, 1977 
there was an attempted coup 
d’etat by a faction of the gov-
erning Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA), led by Nito Alves.

Loyal to then President Ago-
stinho Neto, the Cubans helped 
block the coup. They retook the 
main radio station in Luan-
da, which had been occupied 
by rebels, and returned it to 
government control. It was a 
Cuban voice heard over the 
radio announcing the success 
of the operation.

The Soviets were on the side 
of the coup plotters, according 
to Angola’s leaders of the time. 
Diplomats from Moscow were 
expelled from the country, as 
were members of the Commu-
nist Party of Portugal.

A worse fate was suffered 
by the followers of Nito Alves 

accomplishments that earned 
Cuba a projection and influ-
ence far out of proportion to 
the size of a country of fewer 
than 10 million people up to 
1980 and 11.2 million today.

He fomented and trained 
guerrilla movements that 
challenged governments and 
armed forces in several coun-
tries of Latin America. Many 
felt Cuba offered an alterna-
tive, more authentic, brand of 
Communism that contrasted 
with the Soviet Union’s, which 
was seen as bureaucratic, based 
on repression, even of other 
peoples, and by then bereft of 
revolutionary zeal.

The defense of social equal-
ity, the top priority put on 
children, advances in educa-
tion and health, and solidar-
ity with oppressed peoples or 
nations hit by tragedies around 
the world are attractive com-
ponents of Cuba’s style of Com-
munism, despite its dictatorial 
nature.

It was not democracy — 
a value not highly respected 
decades ago, not even by the 
propagandists of freedom in 
the Western world, who also 
disseminated, or were linked 
to, dictatorships.

Cuban troops and doc-
tors spread in large numbers 
throughout Africa and Latin 
America, in campaigns provid-
ing support and assistance, on 
some occasions playing a cen-
tral role.

The action abroad that had 
the greatest impact was in 

(Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia) rebels.

The armed conflicts were 
not limited to the countries of 
Latin America. The Vietnam 
war shook the world in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s. The 
Communist victory over U.S. 
forces prevented another coun-
try from being split in two, like 
Korea or Germany.

In Africa, the decolonisation 
of some countries cost rivers 
of blood. Algeria, for exam-
ple, won its independence from 
France in 1962 after a war 
that left a death toll of 1.5 mil-
lion, according to the Algeri-
ans, or just over one-third of 
that number, according to the 
French.

Against this backdrop, Cas-
tro led an incredible set of 
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It’s hard to imagine that 
three decades have passed since 
the ill-fated tragedy in Howard 
Beach, Queens shocked the 
nation. 

It was the night of Dec. 19 
into Dec. 20 when 22-year-
old, Trinidad & Tobago native 
Michael Griffith and Guyanese 
national Cedric Sandiford acci-
dentally stumbled into hostile, 
racist, New York territory.

Actually, the Black men did 
not really stumble, they were 
riding in a car that ran out of 
gas when they decided to walk 
through the neighborhood to 
find fuel. That part of New York 
was Howard Beach and they 
quickly realized that Blacks 
were designated personas non 
grata by some of the residents 
there.

Simultaneous to their 
search for petrol, a party har-
bored neighborhood protectors 
who decided to reprimand the 
intruders for walking through 
their part of town.

In the Supreme Court it was 
proven that the white youths, 
armed with baseball bats 
hurled racial epithets, chasing 
the Black men as if they were 
wild dogs hunting prey.

Griffith ran for his life but 
he was trapped by the Belt 
Parkway. Rather than face the 
mob, he paid the ultimate price 
when he faced traffic and was 
struck dead.

The pack caught up with 
Sandiford and almost beat him 
to death.

The fatal attack shocked 
the nation and even attracted 
attention from Oprah Winfrey 
who dedicated an entire edi-
tion of her popular afternoon 
talk show to discuss racism in 
America.

Anyone who has seen the 
credits roll after Spike Lee’s 
“Do The Right Thing” movie 
may have noticed the dedica-
tion the filmmaker gave to the 
family of Michael Griffith.

The trial of those racist 
youths lasted — for me — a 
lifetime. 

The memory is indelible in 
my mind.

And to see those white youths 

getting the conviction of their 
life was almost an unobjective 
joy I still relish 30 years after.

It was that victory by the 
special prosecutor that ulti-
mately determined Charles 
“Joe” Hynes would make a fair 
Brooklyn district attorney. 

Based on his performance 
during the trial and the team 
of assistants he assigned to 
the case to successfully prove 
the case against those thugs 
and repeatedly earned votes to 
retain Hynes’ prominence with 
the office of the Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney. 

That distinguished position 
ended just under two years ago 
when he was defeated by Ken 
Thompson, the first Black to 
win the seat.

Personally, I was acknowl-
edged for coverage of the trial 
by the National Association of 
Black Journalists with a “Jour-
nalist of the Year” honor.

Caribbean Media Association 

also lauded me with a beautiful 
Lucite Award for my reportage 
in the Daily Challenge, the city’s 
only Black daily newspaper, 
and the Amsterdam News, the 
weekly newspaper acclaimed to 
be the one of record for the 
Black community.

In 2011, the Griffith-San-
diford family also honored me 

with the first treasured award 
for journalism coverage.

On that occasion Joe Hynes 
was also presented with a love-
ly, lucite trophy for his dedi-
cated service.

On Dec. 20, the family will 
repeat the generous gesture by 
presenting 11 awards to indi-

A tribute to the martyrs of Howard Beach 

Vinette with Jimmy Breslin in Howard Beach.

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Continued on Page 12
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Florida Land Deals
Invest only $2690.00 down payment and
build your dream home in sunny Florida.

Thru this Special Home-site Program this house could be yours.

NO credit check for Home-site
NO pre-qualifi cation

$199 to fl y and check it out
Included: Airfare, Hotel Accommodation and Meals (limited time)

Contact Owen: 1-917-751-1792
for more information

 of your dreams

ONLY
$269000 

Down Payment

viduals who also distinguished them-
selves with superlative dedication to 
the family.

“The 30th anniversary award cer-
emony will honor 11 individuals who 
are committed to constructive develop-
ment and public service,” Christopher 
Griffith, said. 

The eldest son of Jean Griffith — still 
grieving from the deaths of his brother 
and Sandiford was deeply affected by 
the tragedy. 

For years after the tragedy, he could 
not fully accept the death of his younger 
brother and that he was so brutally 
taken seemed a source of his desire to 
remain reclusive and private. 

Since the brutal attack and trial, the 
family has distinguished themselves 
with dignity. Jean, Sandiford’s widow 
and Griffith’s mother has rallied to the 
cause of mothers who have lost children 
to brutality.

As the head of the Griffith-Sandiford 
household she has held memorial trib-
utes to the two martyrs.

Throughout the trial she said she 
prayed for the perpetrators and said she 
forgave them for taking her son’s life.

One of the accused racists apologized 
for his behavior and his lawyer, Steven 
Murphy has remained a “friend” to the 
family.

Murphy attended the first memorial 
tribute held at the House of the Lord 

Tribute…
Continued from page 12 

Pentecostal Church.
At this latest ceremony, former Mayor 

David N. Dinkins will receive The Gov-
ernmental Award. 

Two individuals will share the Civil 
Rights Leader Award — Rev. Al Sharp-
ton and Rev. Herbert Daughtry.

The Civil & Human Rights Award 
will be given to C. Vernon Mason, a 
former attorney and current pastor. 

Journalism awards will be presented 
to Herb Boyd, Dominic Carter, Joseph 
P. Fried, Magee Hickey, Mary Murphy, 
Peter Noel and Sarah Wallace. 

A keynote address will be delivered 
by Richard Green, founder of the Crown 
Heights Youth Collective Inc.

Yours truly will make the presenta-
tions to each recipient.

The commemorative event will be 
co-hosted by Boyd, an author, historian 
and activist and Lenny Green, WBLS 
radio personality.

St. Matthew Roman Catholic Church 
Parish Center located at 1344 Lincoln Pl. 
Fourt floor (between Schenectady and 
Utica Ave) in Brooklyn is the venue.

The program is slated to begin at 7 
pm and will end at 10 pm. 

For more information, contact Chris-
topher Griffith at (718) 568–7999 or 
griffithsandiford@live.com 

Proceeds of the memorial tribute 
may be sent to the:  

Griffith / Sandiford Family Assist-
ance Fund, 

66 Boden Avenue, Valley Stream, 
New York 11580 

E-mail: griffithsandiford@live.com
Catch You On The Inside!
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Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee 
resp. for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’17 Corolla $4,726/$12,615; ’17 Camry SE $5,066/$14,957; ’17 
RAV4 $5,746/$17,657; ’17 Sienna $8,806/$19,986. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = Down pymt 
(’17 Corolla=$2,039; ’17 Camry=$2,774; ’17 RAV4=$3,169; ’17 Sienna=$3,459) OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec 
dep (waived by TFS). ’17 Corollla: $1000, ’17 Camry: $500, ’17 RAV4: $500 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. First 2 payments to be 
paid by Westbury Toyota. (2)On approved credit. (3)Estimated Retail Value: $495. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months= 
$17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualifi ed 
buyers. (5) From the original date of fi rst use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip 
errors. Must take retail delivery by 12-31-2016. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

COROLLA
 LE

Stk#N70594, Mod#1852,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 

a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/
winds/ lcks. MSRP $20,024.  

$2,039 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,039 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

(1) 
(2)

WestburyToyota.com

NO PAYMENTS
UNTIL FEB 2017

REMOTE START
INCLUDED

WITH EVERY PURCHASE (3)

8 Passenger

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE 

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 
a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  
$2,774 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,774 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$149 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD 

Stk#N71047, Mod#4432,  
4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks.  

MSRP $27,589. 
$3,169 Due at Signing. 

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,169 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$169 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

SIENNA 
LE FWD

Stk#N70295, Mod#5338,  6cyl, 
auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ 
winds/lcks. MSRP $33,875.  

$3,459 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,459 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$259(1) 
(2)

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE

$139
  $O
DOWN
     AVAILABLE
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care 
services agency approved by the New York 
State Department of Health, provides qual-

ity home health aides, personal care aides, nurs-
ing and rehabilitative services within the New York 
metro area. When you choose Hopeton Care, you 
are matched with a caregiver who is experienced 
with your specific needs and will always put you or 
your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care ser-

vices and caregivers who will easily adapt to your 
family’s habits, understand and respect your cus-
toms and enhance you overall lifestyle without 
major changes to your daily routine. Our services 
include nursing, home health aides, personal care 
aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, occupation-
al therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, 
dementia and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a 

hands on experience requiring trust and passion. 
We understand that you may have many questions 
and concerns, especially when looking for the right 
people to care for you or your loved ones. Our ap-
proach is to ensure the highest quality of care and 
to communicate with you beyond just providing re-
ports. Many of our aides are bilingual or multilingual 
in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, Cre-
ole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your 

home and life can be an endeavor. You can feel 
peace of mind knowing that every single Hope-
ton caregiver is screened and highly qualified and 
trained to provide you with the companionship, 
care and personal attention that you or your loved 
ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff un-
dergo a background check and have received ex-
tensive training at Hopeton Care through our New 
York state approved home health aide/ personal 
care aid training classes.  Hopeton Care is accred-
ited by the Joint Commission, a voluntary accredi-
tation, which examines the quality care an orga-
nization delivers. We offer the Medicaid program, 
Consumer Directed Personal Assistance Program 
(CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home care. 
This program allows you or your loved ones to have 
flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or 

family member to become involved with your home 
care. When you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton 
Care, we act as a partner or liaison to guide and 
facilitate your ability to recruit, train, hire, sched-
ule, supervise and pay your own caregiver. Family 
is important, and we believe that you or your loved 
ones should feel empowered and have more con-
trol over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become 

more independent and feel peace of mind know-

ing that you can depend on us to support you in 
your time of need—365 days a year, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. You can expect to see many of 
our leaders and staff since they make home visits, 
check-in occasionally, connect and listen to feed-
back directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to fre-

quently asked questions. For more information, call 
1-888-433-6363; visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: 
info@hopetoncare.com. 

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional 
and competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. 

Hopeton Care is a welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. 
Hopeton Care is inclusive and affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional 

competent staff are in place addressing the needs and creating a welcoming 
environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463



Caribbean Life, Dec. 16–22, 2016 15  Q

AVIATOR GAME DAY
This Holiday Season Aviator Sports and Events Center makes a great destination for a 
variety of activities. In the 10 years that Aviator Sports and Events Center has served the 
families of New York City, a lot has changed. What’s stayed the same is the commitment 
by the coaches and staff to provide a fi rst-class destination for family fun...for people of 

all ages. Forget about hibernating this winter and join the fun here at Aviator! Aviator Game 
Day is here to bring you up to date information on activities that are happening at Aviator.  
Visit AviatorSports.com/GameDay for all registration information.

T

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

THIS MONTH AT AVIATOR

Aviator Athletics is a 
functional fi tness program 
is designed to increase 
strength, conditioning, 
power, speed, and endur-
ance as well as develop 
athletic ability and position-
ing. Our highly trained 
coaches use the latest 
in sports science and 
injury prevention to create 
a sports performance 
program specifi c to your 
needs. 
AviatorAthletics.com

Ice Academy Holiday Show
December 18th, 2016.
Aviator Ice Academy has been putting in work 
all year and presents their annual Holiday Ice 
Academy Show.  Come check out the show here at 
Aviator Sports and Events Center and watch them 
display the fruits of their labor! 

Better Late Than Never Quite 
Events Bash
January 7, 2017
We’re ringing the new year at Aviator Sports (a 
week late) with our Better Late Than Never Quiet 
Events Bash on January 7, 2017! Join us for a silent 
disco party, with 3 DJ’s spinning. You decide what 
you want to party to! 
DJ 1: Top 40 hits, Dance, Pop  
DJ 2:  The best of 80’s & 90’s, and 2K music!  
DJ 3: Hip-Hop, R&B.  
The event is free for Aviator Sports and Events 
Center members and all who attend will receive a 
free Champagne toast at midnight. 

Jr. Nets Basketball Camp - 
December 26th-29th, 2016
The Junior Nets Holiday Camp sessions establish 
the fundamentals of shooting, dribbling, defense, 
rebounding and in a more encouraging, youth-
friendly environment.

Aviator Sports and Events Center makes 
ice skating as convenient and fun as 
possible for all levels of skating. The only 
indoor rinks in NYC that are open 365 day 
year, you don’t have to worry about the 
weather.

There is something for everyone, offering various activities through party pack-
ages and add-ons. Now included in every birthday party the birthday child will 
be given a t-shirt for all their attendees to sign the shirts.

Throughout the school year, Aviator Sports offers Holiday Break Camp on most NYC school holidays.  This day program is 
an excellent solution on balancing work and life. Aviator will host a Holiday Break Camp from December 26-December 30th 
Aviatorsports.com/holiday-break-camps

This winter at Aviator Sports we have Winter Public Skating Specials including the Including 
Family Four Pack and Frequent Flyer 10 Pack. More information available at 
AviatorSports.com/public-ice-skating
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HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

MKT 16.188b

Sign
me up!

HEALTH CARE 
FOR $0 or $20
Per Month.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. 

Adams on Thursday released his admin-
istration’s report grading the technol-
ogy capabilities of Brooklyn schools.

The report details areas in which Adams 
calls on  the City to increase investment in 
infrastructure and teacher resources in 
order to fulfil Mayor Bill de Blasio’s vision 
of “Computer Science for All.”

Adams’ announcement comes dur-
ing Computer Science Education Week, 
for which his “Code Brooklyn” initiative 
has coordinated more than 300 schools 
to participate in the Hour of Code glo-
bal education movement. 

Adams first presented the report 
inside an outdated computer lab at the 
Conselyea Preparatory School in Wil-
liamsburg.

Adams thinks that the school 
is “emblematic of the obstacles and 
opportunities facing the City in making 
its public schools a national leader in 
computer science education,” accord-
ing to a statement from the Office of the 
Brooklyn Borough President. 

“So many of our educators are doing 
an amazing job, and it is our job to 
make sure they have the necessary tools 
to prepare these students for the world 
in which they are going to live and 
work,” Adams said. 

“This report is in line with Mayor de 
Blasio’s call for ‘Computer Science for 
All’. Now, it’s time for our school system 
to catch up with that call,” he added. “It 
can’t merely be verbalized; it has to be 
actualized by looking at the upgrades 
that are needed. You cannot surf the 
Internet if you cannot sign on to the 
Internet. 

“If we cannot allow our children to 
have first-class computer equipment in 
a first-class city, they’re not going to be 
prepared to be employed at a first-rate 
corporation,” Adams continued. “We 
cannot have a digital divide in our bor-
ough and in our city. 

“This report is a wake-up call,” he said. 

“We monitor our students year by year 
with a report card; this is our technology 
report card, and we cannot have another 
year where any school is failing.” 

The mission for Mayor de Blasio’s 
“Computer Science for All” initiative 
states that “by 2025, every public school 
student in New York City will learn 
computer science.” 

Adams said he aims to augment that 
effort through Code Brooklyn, which 
he launched in November 2015, with 
the goal of giving every public school 
student in Brooklyn the opportunity of 
learning how to code. 

One of the key prongs of his plan is 
analyzing the infrastructure needs in 
Brooklyn schools.

It pertains to the schools’ ability to 
support robust computer science pro-
gramming, including the availability 
of STEM labs, smartboards, computer 
carts, general wiring, and wifi capability. 

The results of that assessment have led 
to this report, populated by the responses 
of more than 130 schools across the bor-
ough, according to Adams.

He said this represents about 100,000 
Brooklyn students at every grade 
school.

Adams’ report, which can be accessed 
online by visiting his website at brook-
lyn-usa.org, measures the availability 
of equipment, existing infrastructure, 
existing curriculum coursework and 
professional development. 

Survey results indicated that there 
are sufficient laptops for about 20 per-
cent of those students and enough tab-
lets for about seven percent of Brooklyn 
students. 

Brooklyn schools as a whole rated 
their wifi access at 3.23 on a scale of 
one to five. 

Thirty percent of respondent schools 
use an established computer science cur-
riculum, and 54 percent of school respons-
es indicated the presence of a trained 
teacher who teaches or could teach com-
puter science, according to the survey.

Adams: Bklyn needs 
more school tech $ 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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By Nelson A. King 
The Jamaica Tourist Board (JTB)  

said on Monday that Jamaica has once 
again been awarded the World’s Lead-
ing Cruise Destination.

The Board said the latest award was 
conferred at the 23rd Annual World 
Travel Awards at The Sun Siyam Iru 
Fushi in the Maldives on Dec. 2. 

The Caribbean island was also voted 
World’s Leading Wedding Destination 
for the second time since the category 
began in 2014, the group announced.

It said the highlight of the event was 
the recognition of Jamaica’s Minister 
of Tourism, Edmund Bartlett, as the 
World’s Leading Personality for Out-
standing Services to Travel.

“This award is a result of his out-
standing 35-year career as a legislator 
in central government, working both 
in the Senate and in the House of Rep-
resentatives,” JTB said.  

“Under his leadership, tourism in 
Jamaica has been positioned for eco-
nomic growth, with an understanding 
of its transformative power,” it added. 

As the Caribbean’s “most decorated 
destination for 2016,” Jamaica and her 
tourism partners received the following 
list of awards: World’s Leading Wedding 
Destination (Jamaica); World’s Lead-
ing Cruise Destination (Jamaica); and 
World’s Leading Personality for Out-
standing Services to Tourism (Edmund 
Bartlett, Minister of Tourism). 

Other awards were: World’s Leading 
Caribbean Attraction Company (Island 
Routes Caribbean Adventures); World’s 
Leading All-Inclusive Company (San-
dals Resorts International); World’s 
Leading All-Inclusive Family Resort 

Brand (Beaches Resorts); World’s Lead-
ing Luxury Hotel Villa (Ian Fleming 
Villa at GoldenEye Hotel & Resort); 
World’s Leading New Island Resort 
(Melia Braco Village); and World’s Lead-
ing Villa Resort (Round Hill Hotel & 
Villas). 

The World Travel Awards was estab-
lished in 1993 “to acknowledge, reward 
and celebrate excellence across all sec-
tors of the tourism industry.” 

Each year, it said the World Travel 
Awards covers the globe with a series 
of regional gala ceremonies, “staged to 
recognize and celebrate individual and 
collective successes within each key 
geographical region.”

By Nelson A. King
The Washington, D.C.-based Organi-

zation of American States (OAS) says 
the new Permanent Representative of 
St. Lucia, Anton E. Edmunds, has pre-
sented his credentials to the Secretary 
General of the hemispheric body, Luis 
Almagro.

The OAS said the event took place 
on Thursday in a ceremony at its head-
quarters. 

During his speech, the OAS said 
Edmunds highlighted the issues of 
democracy and sustainable develop-
ment as key for the region, as well as 
the unique role the OAS is meant to 
play. 

“We must continue to be an organi-
zation representative of all of the peo-
ples in our hemisphere; it is critical,” 

Edmunds said. “It is what our legiti-
macy is based upon. 

“And, ultimately, it is within this 
framework that St. Lucia wishes to 
continue to play a proactive and a 
forward-leaning role in terms of the 
organization and the work that the 
organization does,” he added. 

In welcoming the representative of 
St. Lucia, Almagro underscored his 
experience in the public and private 
sector, as well as his connections to 
the business and diplomatic com-
munity in Washington and in the 
region. 

“I have no doubt you will apply your 
expertise and connections in support of 
the work of the OAS and in helping the 
organization to address the challenges 
facing its member-states,” he said.

New St. Lucia envoy presents 
its credentials to the OAS

Jamaica top wedding 
and cruise destination

Edmund Bartlett, Jamaica’s Minis-
ter of Tourism, and Graham Cooke, 
president and founder of World 
Travel Awards, during the Grand 
Final Gala Ceremony at the World 
Travel Awards. JTB
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20 Month CD
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Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings. 

Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY
is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn 
Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

718-680-2121
 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

The filing period to take
the next Police Officer Exam

begins on December 27, 2016.
Visit our website for further details.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Bring Who You Are.

NYPDRECRUIT.COM
212-RECRUIT
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted OPEN LATE TILL 11PM
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alexandra Simon
The 13th PowerUP! Busi-

ness Plan Competition award-
ed three competitors with top 
prizes for their business plans 
at Brooklyn Central Library on 
Dec. 6. 

Some 19 entrepreneurs sub-
mitted twelve business plans 
to judges for the final round of 
the annual competition. The 
prizes included the top award 
and first place winning prize 
of $15,000, and two second-
place prizes of $5,000 each, and 
$1,000 awarded to the remain-
ing runners-up.

Placing first were Kimberly 
Glanville and Ben Howart, the 
creators of The Human Root, a 
company that will bring serv-
ices and programs to schools 
and corporations, connecting 
people despite cultural differ-
ences. One of the second place 
winners said being awarded for 
an idea she intended to work 
on for the previous competition 
was extremely rewarding.

“It’s very exciting — I had 
gone through this last year and 
then had water damage on my 
computer, so I wasn’t able to 
submit,” said Renee Edwards, 
founder of Never Underestimate 
Beauty, a vegan makeup com-
pany. “This year the process 
has been a lot more methodical 
and just more thought out, and 
exactly what I needed to work 
on in expanding my business 
and making sure I still have the 
soul in my business — because 
it’s really important to me that 
when I think about my busi-

ness it’s also a lifestyle.”
Edwards plans to the use her 

prize money on packaging for 
her products, she said.

The annual contest, which 
started in 2003, provides hopeful 
entrepreneurs based in Brook-
lyn with the opportunity to fund 
their start-ups and business 

ideas by presenting them with 
access to free courses and the 
tools needed to start a business. 
Since the start of the competi-
tion, more than 6,700 business 
plans have been submitted.

Runner-up winners Angela 
Azorer and David Dean, found-
ers of Everything Jiggy, an 

online thrift shop for children’s 
clothing, said even though 
they did not win any top prizes, 
their recognition was a testa-
ment to their hard work and 
unique idea.

“This year in general was 
rough and to add in the com-
petition, there were definitely 

times we were unsure of it,” 
said Dean. 

They submitted their plan 
one minute shy of the deadline, 
and were excited to learn they 
were finalists.

“We were missing a cou-
ple of things because we didn’t 
add everything we wanted to 
include, I was feeling kind of 
defeated a little bit,” said Dean. 
“But we just sent it in, so this 
feels really good.”

Both Dean and Azorer advise 
anyone interested in starting 
a business to avoid depending 
on friends and family for vali-
dation, and focus on learning 
more about the business field 
and their target audience.

“As far as research, know 
who your audience is and 
really understand them,” said 
Azorer. “Because you can’t just 
depend on your friends, but 
also don’t let that discourage 
you if they’re not the ones sup-
porting you off the bat. Once 
you have an audience you’re 
trying to reach, they will be 
your champions.”

With a little backup with their 
prize money, they will begin 
introducing Everything Jiggy 
to Brooklyn by participating in 
pop-up shops, flea markets, and 
festivals, including the Crown 
Heights Winter Festival. 

“Crown Heights Winter 
Fest” at PS 221 [791 Empire 
Blvd between Troy and  
Schenectady avenues in Crown 
Heights, www.seedsinthemid-
dle.org. Dec. 15, 4–8 pm and 
Dec. 17, 11 am–4 pm.

Library competition ‘checks out’ 19 winners

Founders of Human Root, Kimberly Glanville, left, and Ben Howort, took the $15,000 prize 
at the PowerUP! Business Plan Competition. Gregg Richards
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The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236
CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

CRIMINAL MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation*

Call 347-587-5458
Fax 347-587-6169

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

*The consultation is free if retained

CDPAP

CONSUMER DIRECED PERSONAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CDPAP)
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the  

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel 

for low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 
and urge him to support the Right to 
Council bill now!

INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
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718.629.2047
www.frankjbaronefuneralhome.com
Affordable Services & Available 24/7

Honored of serving the community with dignity & compassion for 50 years

Funeral Shipping Specialists
4502 Avenue D, Brooklyn, NY 11203

• 24 Hour Immediate Need Service
• World Wide Shipping
• Dignified Services for any Budget
• Pre-Need Specialists
• Cremation Services
• Burial Services

• Memorial Services
• Servicing All Faiths
• Accept All Major Credit Cards
• Accept Life & Union Insurance
• Pastors & Organists Available
• Fully Equipped A/V System

WHY CHOOSE US?

 3 Chapels accommodating services of all sizes, seating for 70 – 250 guests

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 12/31/16.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, 
Austin Air Purifi ers

Only “Skip Jack,” one of the five wells 
Exxon has drilled so far has come up 
dry and the company is holding back 
on announcing positive results from 
the “Payara” well, its latest bore hole 
to avoid messing with international 
oil prices which have been climbing in 
recent weeks.

Both the company and Granger’s 
office have confirmed that the visit is 
off and rescheduled to early next year 
with whoever is named as Tillerson’s 
replacement.

In all, the company is planning to 
drill up to 17 wells in the Liza phase 
with eight pinpointed to actually pump 
oil, five will be used to reinject water 
extracted during the extraction process 
and gas will be pumped back into the 
remaining four until a decision is made 
as to what to do with it.

Officials say several wells will also be 
drilled in the Payara phase.

So far, indications are that the coun-
try is setting itself to become one of 
the richest and most prosperous in the 
bloc of 15 nations in the Caribbean 
Community especially if it avoids some 
of the pitfalls which have beset other 
oil producing nations like neighboring 
Venezuela, and Nigeria as examples.

Oil Minister Raphael Trotman says 

every effort is being made to avoid this. 
Legislation which had catered mostly to 
deal with exploration rather than produc-
tion is being updated, local content claus-
es requiring companies to hire locals and 
buy local will be included and profession-
als are being scrambled for overseas train-
ing in areas including petroleum law.

This is as the country is being pre-
pared to switch from a raw producer 
of gold, sugar, bauxite and rice to an 
oil and gas economy along the lines of 
neighboring Trinidad.

Trotman has also said that a big 
chunk of revenues from the first few 
years of production — expected to com-
mence around 2019-20 — will go to 
Exxon, meaning that Guyana “would 
be getting hundreds of millions of dol-
lars but once that phased is passed we 
are taking about billions annually. At 
today’s prices the Liza find is worth 
about $70 billion dollars.

Hess Corporation with its 30 percent 
stake and CNOOC with 25 are partners 
in the project. Exxon has 45 percent 
and is the active partner or operator in 
the venture.

A number of other companies are 
exploring or are preparing to drill in 
the general area near Exxon’s Stabroek 
Bloc. These include Spanish giant’s 
Repsol and Tullow oil of the U.K.

Trump’s new Secretary of State 
will now miss his visit to Guyana
Continued from page 1 



Caribbean Life, Dec. 16–22, 2016 27  BQ

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

 

 
               

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$42+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad
Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 
Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 
Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 
Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1995 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

Both Packages Include Lasagna, Garden Greens Salad 
with Balsame Vinaigrette, Mashed Potatoes, Sauteed String Beans 

and Homemade Cheesecake.
Must be paid upon ordering. Deadline 12/19/2016.

Contact John or Bobby at 718-833-8200
NO CANCELLATIONS

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day
Catering

PACKAGE A
Roast

Maryland Turkey
with All the Trimmings

Carved and Arranged
in Tray

(Serves 12-15 people, must be reheated) 
$349.00 + tax 

PACKAGE B
Complete

Beef Wellington
Filet Mignon in Puff Pastry 
with Mushroom & Shallot Pate 

& Bordelaise Sauce
(Serves 6-8 people, oven ready) 
$349.00 + tax

COME MEET 
SANTA

Sat./Sun.

1-3pm
Parents Bring Your Camera

By Alexandra Simon
Kings County Hospital hosted an 

educational day about Human Immu-
nodeficiency Virus (HIV) and gave free 
screenings at the hospital to celebrate 
World AIDS Day on Dec. 2.

Health professionals commemorated 
the global day of awareness for the dis-
ease, inviting locals to get tested with 
HIV rapid tests, participate in givea-
ways, and learn from health profession-
als about the disease. Patients living 
with the virus also got to discuss their 
lives since their diagnosis, one patient 
who spoke said educating people about 
the virus is a goal of his. 

“This event was a means for me to 
reach out and trying to make people 
aware that they need to take precau-
tions in life,” said Odane Pryce, who dis-
covered he was positive in May. “I also 
want people to know that having HIV is 
not the end of world — people say that 
a lot, but that’s not true.”

Pryce said that being gay added to 
the struggles in facing the hardships 
of the virus and said the miseducation 
many people have about it even ended 
his relationship with his grandmother 
and aunt.

“They put me out, didn’t want to 
eat from me or use the bathroom after 
me. If I slept on the bed they made me 
change the sheets every time,” he said. 
“I just went through it because I didn’t 
have anywhere to go and I didn’t know 
anyone else.”

Also of Jamaican descent, he said 
many people in the Caribbean com-
munity should teach themselves more 
about the disease, but instead encourage 
the stigma instead of becoming more 

knowledgeable, said Pryce. Lack of edu-
cation about HIV is what drove his family 
to abandon him, but he praises Kings 
County Hospital for providing a space for 
him to learn more about his health and 
proactive health professionals.

“I met wonderful people there — the 
doctors, my nurse, my social worker 
— they always check on me,” he said. 
“That’s what Kings County does for me, 
so I came to help in return and I’m hop-
ing to impact someone as well.”

World AIDS Day 
commemorated 

Odane Pryce, second from right, poses with health professionals at the hos-
pital. He says the support he receives from the hospital workers has helped 
him prioritize his health.  NYC Health and Hospitals

The Kings County AIDS quilt, which 
honors the lives of people who died 
due to HIV/AIDS and people living 
with the disease, was on display on 
Dec. 2. NYC Health and Hospitals
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 ††

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:

30k miles, Stk#18077

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000BUY 

FOR:

33k miles, Stk#22334
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

22k miles, Stk#25503

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000

‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Over
WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/16/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22424

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000BUY 

FOR:

25k miles, Stk#23408

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#25900

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$3,995!

'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE
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Working people in New York City face yet another MTA
fare hike next year – and this time it could go up to $3
per ride. It’s just one more challenge workers in New

York will face as the price of just about everything continues to
rise higher and higher. Recent history has seen MTA fares rising
at an alarming rate, and the trend figures to continue. 

That’s why we support a proposal from the Community
Service Society and the Riders Alliance to subsidize a half-fare
MetroCard for the working poor. It would benefit 800,000 New
Yorkers struggling at or below the federal poverty line by putting
more money in their pockets for necessities including food, rent,
and the electric bill. 

According to the
Community Service
Society, 25 percent of
working-age, low-income
New Yorkers often cannot
afford the current fare, transit expenses eat up more than 10
percent of poor families’ budgets. Bus and subway fares are
soaring – rising 45 percent between 2007 and last year – six
times faster than average income in New York City. And that
doesn’t even take in to account the MTA’s recently announced
plan to raise fares next year. 

Those eligible for the proposed half-fare plan would save
more than $700 a year, a large amount of money for the
working poor and other low-wage workers in various industries
across the city, including thousands upon thousands who work
in retail.

Similar proposals have already been implemented in San
Francisco, Seattle and London and they are gaining popular
support in Boston, Denver and here in New York City. Advocates
note that the cost of the program to the city would amount to a
miniscule 0.3 percent of the city’s annual budget – far
outweighed by the benefit for working families. This proposal,
supported by some 30 organizations representing low-wage
workers and transit advocates, also has garnered editorial
support from news organizations including the New York Times
and the Daily News.

Implementing this proposal will help
hundreds of thousands of working-poor
New Yorkers get moving again toward a
path to the middle class. We support it
and will work toward making it a reality. 

The proposed half-fare plan would
save low-income workers more than
$700 a year, a large amount of
money for the working poor.

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective

Reduced Transit
Fare Would Help
Get Low-Wage
Workers Moving

By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, RWDSU, UFCW

By Nelson A. King 
Hundreds of Vincentian and other 

Caribbean nationals on Dec. 3 sup-
ported a fund-raising Prayer Breakfast 
at the Friends of Crown Heights Educa-
tional Center in Brooklyn to assist the 
healthcare sector and the needy in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.

Nationals from Guyana, Jamaica, Gre-
nada and Trinidad and Tobago, among 
other countries, attended the annual 
event, hosted by the Bronx-based char-
ity group, St. Matthias Charities, Inc. 

The group’s president, Pastor Robert 
McBarnett, said he was very grateful to 
patrons, who continue to support his 
goal of helping the entire nation. 

“The Prayer Breakfast highlighted what 
the mission is about,” said McBarnett, 
adding that patrons were fed a sumptuous 
meal, comprising mouth-watering local 
delicacies, such as bakes and saltfish, and 
smoke herring and doughboy.

Prayers were offered by Pastors Vin-
centian Ulric Craig and Grenadian 
Cyprian Joseph, of the Crown Heights 
(Brooklyn) Gospel Church; scripture 
reading by Grenadian Hannah Reid, a 
member of the St. Matthias Charities, 
Inc.; and Praise and Worship was led 
by Vernice Alleyne, backed up on guitar 
by Vincentian cultural figure Gordon 
“Don” Sutherland.

Vincentian Pastor Aaron Moore, of the 
St. Jude Baptist Church in the Browns-
ville section of Brooklyn, brought The 
Word; while Jamaican gospel artiste 
Crosswell Daily brought the house down 
with hits from his wide repertoire.

United Nations Amb. I. Rhonda King, 
New York Consul General Howie Prince 
and his Grenadian counterpart Rose 
Marie Welsh also addressed patrons. 
King and Prince donated $250.00 
towards the cause, while Welsh chipped 

in with $150.00.
“It was a very successful event, and 

I want to take this opportunity to 
wholeheartedly thank our supporters,” 
McBarnett told Caribbean Life.

He said the St. Matthias Charities, 
Inc. is working towards raising funds to 
donate an EKG machine to every hospi-
tal and district clinic in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines. 

“With your continued support, we 
hope to so in the near future,” said the 
untiring McBarnett. 

The Prayer Breakfast followed a suc-
cessful, annual fund-raising barbecue 
in August at the Friends of Crown 
Heights Educational Center. 

Hardly a month later, McBarnett 
headed the St. Matthias Charites, Inc.’s 
mission trip to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

Prior to leaving New York, the group 
shipped to St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines two 40ft.-containers, compli-
ments the Brooklyn-based Square Deal 
Shippers and Movers, of medical and 
other supplies. 

Items shipped and donated to the 
Milton Cato Memorial Hospital in cap-
ital Kingstown were, among others, 
a sonogram machine, four anesthesia 
machines, hep-locks, syringes, blood 
pressure monitor cuffs, adult undergar-
ments, wheelchairs, crutches, walkers, 
canes, and bath chairs.

The charity also donated 41,000 con-
doms to the Family Planning Depart-
ment and an EKG machine to the Cha-
teaubelair Hospital. 

McBarnett said food; clothing; school 
supplies; bath chairs; crutches; walkers; 
wheelchairs; dishes; pots, pans and other 
kitchen utensils; and a variety of house-
hold items were also distributed to nurs-
ing homes and the local communities. 

Prayer breakfast 
for St. Vincent

SVG UN Ambassador I. Rhonda King (far left), Grenada New York Consul 
General Rose Marie Welsh (second from left in white sweater) and SVG NY 
Consul General Howie Prince (far right) meet patrons at the fund-raising 
prayer breakfast for St. Vincent. Photo by Nelson A. King
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Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Featuring
Brand New
Caribbean

Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect

Wedding for You
At Affordable

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets
And All
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving

Brooklyn Over

60 Years

By Nelson A. King
Vincentians in the United 

States on Sunday displayed 
their true patriotism by lend-
ing a helping hand, when 
most needed, and by providing 
much-needed relief to nationals 
affected by the recent storms at 
home.

Heeding a fervent appeal 
by New York Consul General 
Howie Prince, who also chairs 
the Brooklyn-based SVG (St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines) 
Relief, Inc., nationals con-
verged on the Friends of Crown 
Heights Educational Center in 
Brooklyn to offer support, and 
to provide funds and supplies. 

They brought, among other 
things, food items, toiletries, 
clothing and shoes to fill bar-
rels and boxes; and wrote 
checks to SVG Relief, Inc., 
which organized the event in 
conjunction with the Garifuna 
Indigenous People of St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, also 
based in Brooklyn. 

Most members hail from 
Sandy Bay and other areas 

north of the Rabacca Dry River, 
which were mostly affected 
by the Trough system that 
impacted the country in recent 
weeks.

Marsena Ballantyne, the 
group’s Sandy Bay-born presi-
dent, told Caribbean Life that 
her group had already shipped 
eight barrels of supplies, com-
pliments the Brooklyn-based 
Standard Shippers, owned by 

Biabou native Gideon “Fessy” 
York, to help provide relief to 
residents. 

She expects the barrels to 
arrive home by Dec. 23 — in 
time for Christmas.

“We’re doing this right up 
to the end of December,” said 
Ballantyne, a Councillor at 
the St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Mission to the United 
Nations, as she sorted items to 
be shipped home. “We appreci-
ate the overall response. Words 
cannot express how I feel.”

Nearby, Laverne McDowald-
Thompson, president of the 
Brooklyn-based umbrella Vin-
centian group in the United 
States, Council of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Organiza-
tions, U.S.A., Inc., said she was 
happy that nationals responded 
well to the appeal.

“I feel very good that there 
is good participation in this,” 
said the former Chateaubelair 
Methodist School teacher, who 
is also a member of the St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines Relief 
Committee, Inc., as she, too, 

sorted supplies. 
“We’re so touched by the 

situation, and I just feel this is 
what I can do to help our peo-
ple,” she added. “You feel good 
that, when things like this hap-
pen, it brings out our people. 
We’re doing this to show them 
[storm victims] that others are 
thinking about them.”

McDowald-Thompson said 

she was also very pleased that 
Vincentian organizations in 
the U.S. did not hesitate in 
responding to the appeal.

“We can only to do this 
together,” she stressed. 

In brief remarks to nation-
als Sunday afternoon, as they 
assisted in the relief effort, 
Prince, the former head of 

Vincentians over here offer 
much-needed relief there

Marsena Ballantyne, with New York Consul General Howie 
Prince, addresses volunteers at a storm relief event. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Celia Bramble provide meals 
for volunteers. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Continued on Page 36
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WISHING YOU JOY & PEACE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

www.ridgewoodbank.com
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CATERERS

Weddings
Engagements

Showers 
Holiday Parties

Corporate Events
Sweet 16s

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, Cocktail, 

and Buffet options. 
We can create any theme  

for your occasion 
with unique 

LED lighting options 
& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Avenue
Dyker Heights

Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

BOOK YOUR  
HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW

JOIN US ON 
NEW YEARS EVE!



36    Caribbean Life, Dec. 16–22, 2016 BQ

��������	�
��
���������������
and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.

• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 
blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

• Leave immediately and take others with you.
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• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
����!��������	�"��
���	��
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition. Call 
even if you are in a public area.

• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.

• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.

• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   

There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
�'�������������������������������������������
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charge to you.

For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.

focus on, which was the nighttime 
temperature. 

“Right now, in order to get heat, 
it has to be 40 degrees outside, and 
inside it has to be 55 degrees, which 
is not a comfortable temperature,” 
Williams added. “There are a lot of 
seniors and young people who can-
not deal with 55 degrees. It’s very 
confusing for tenants who think 
they’re supposed to receive addi-
tional heat.” 

“We’ve spent nine months try-
ing to get information on when the 
environmental study will start, and 
that’s unacceptable,” he continued. 
“I’m appreciative that the adminis-
tration has verbally committed to 
this study, however, words without 
action mean nothing.” 

In order for Intro. 0722 to move 
forward, Williams said the Admin-
istration must conduct an environ-
mental impact study. 

“As we enter the full-fledged win-
ter season, thousands of New York-
ers struggle to stay warm. Tenants 
have a right to adequate heat from 
October 1 to May 31, yet the current 
heat mandates are not sufficient 
enough for a number of residents, 
who still complain they grapple to 
keep warm,” Williams said. “Intro 
0722 is essential to remedying this 
problem by raising the inside tem-

perature to 62 degrees (up from 55) 
between the hours of 10 pm and 6 
am.”

“Under this bill, the outside tem-
perature trigger of 40 degrees would 
be removed, thus allowing for a 
minimum temperature of 62 degrees 
at all times, regardless of outside 
temperature,” he added.

Brewer said: “Winter is here, and 
too many New Yorkers are cold in their 
homes when they don’t have to be.” 

“Our bill would increase temper-
ature minimums, and make heat 
enforcement simpler and fairer,” she 
said. “New Yorkers have been wait-
ing more than eight months for the 
impact study needed before we pass 
this bill, and we don’t even have 
a timeline yet. The administration 
shouldn’t keep New Yorkers waiting 
in the cold.”

Lenox Hudson, Vice President of 
Midwood Senior Center, said it is 
“important that seniors have the 
right temperature, because they are 
the ones suffering, and it lead to 
other kinds of health issues.

“No one should have to live like 
this and so, it is my hope that this 
bill gets passed as soon as possible,” 
he said.

Patricia George, Tenant Leader for 
Flatbush Tenants Coalition, said she 
feared for long-term tenants, “who 
have been here for many years.

“There is no reason why we should 
have to complain about getting ade-
quate heat,” she said. “It should be 
our right.”

Heat…
Continued from page 1 

the National Emergency Management 
Organization, disclosed that the group 
VincyCares had solicited $1,200.00 from 
patrons the night before, at its annual 
Dinner-Dance and Awards Ceremony, 
at the Friends of Crown Heights Educa-
tional Center.   

He described as “tremendous” the 
support of nationals in aiding the relief 
effort, adding that there is “still a win-
dow” to donate relief items.

Three executive members of the St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines National 
Association of Washington, D.C. also 
trekked from the nation’s capital on 
Sunday to turn over supplies gathered 
during the group’s drive earlier in the 
week.

President Lennox Simon, a lawyer, 
told Caribbean Life that he, Vice Presi-
dent Leonard Crichton, and Albie Crick, 
chair of the educational programs, 
packed the donated items in a Sports 
Utility Vehicle and took the five-hour 
journey to Brooklyn in the bitterly cold 
and snow-threatening weather. 

“This was a hectic weekend for 
SVGNA members; however, it was for a 
worthy cause, since charity begins at 
home,” said Simon, stating that supplies 
handed over included canned and non-
perishable goods; sterile baby materi-
als — diapers and bottles, etc.; adult 
and children’s clothing; toiletries; and 
household items – pots, pans, plates, 

etc. 
In an e-mail message to nationals 

on Dec. 1, Prince said the country “has 
again been adversely impacted by a 
series of floods, consequent on the pass-
ing of low level troughs,” warning that 
“the situation is bad.”

Extensive flooding in the northern 
parts of the country, with North Wind-
ward the hardest hit, he reported. 

“Things are particularly bad in Sandy 
Bay, where 118 persons are in shelter at the 
Sandy Bay Primary School,” Prince said 
“Eight of these families lost everything, 
including house and household items.” 

The New York Consul General also 
reported that 50 persons were in a 
shelter at the Rose Bank Community 
Center; 11 persons were in a shelter at 
the Spring Village Community Center; 
three bridges were destroyed in Sandy 
Bay; and eight bridges in total were 
“severely impacted in the country.” 

“There is significant road network 
damage, which could run in the tens of 
millions of dollars,” Prince said.

Donnette Lewis who hails from 
Sandy Bay, told Caribbean Life, as she, 
too, sorted relief supplies Sunday, that it 
was “a tremendous feeling to see every-
one — all the organizations, along with 
the Consul General — coming together 
to help with the trough system and the 
families above the Dry River, as well as 
other areas affected.”

Going forward, Ballantyne said 
nationals in the New York metropolitan 
area can drop off relief supplies at 5218 
Church Ave. between East 52nd and 
53rd Streets, in Brooklyn.

Relief…
Continued from page 33 
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Municipal Credit Union
Municipal Credit Union is currently ac-
cepting applications for its 2017 Schol-
arship Program. It will award $66,000 
in grants to college-bound graduating 
high school seniors, including eight 
memorial scholarships worth $5,000 
and 13 grants of $2,000.  

 Eligibility for participation is open 
to a member, a child, or a grandchild of 
a member in good standing. Selection is 
based on academic performance, extra-
curricular and community activities, 
references, and an essay expressing per-
sonal goals. Additionally, students ap-
plying for the scholarships who are also 
members will automatically be entered 
for a $500 statewide Public Relations and 
Marketing Council Scholarship.

 “MCU is deeply committed to sup-
porting the youth throughout the com-
munities in which our members work 
and live. Our scholarship program is 
one way we achieve this by recogniz-
ing and rewarding young people for 
their outstanding academic perfor-
mance and community service,” said 
the credit union’s president and chief 
executive offi cer Kam Wong. “We hope 
our scholarships will enable these stu-
dents to achieve their goals and suc-
ceed in their future endeavors.”  

 Last year, Abrielle Moore of Canarsie 

was awarded the Julian I. Garfi eld Me-
morial Scholarship. She used the $5,000 
Municipal Credit Union scholarship to 
study business, entrepreneurship, and 
organizations at Brown University.  

 Applications are available at the 
credit union’s Brooklyn branches at 
350 Jay St., 1560 Flatbush Ave., 2142 
Ralph Ave., and 1904 Surf Ave., and 
on its website, www.nymcu.org. The 
deadline to submit completed applica-
tions is Jan. 6, 2017.

 Municipal Credit Union will hold a 
special awards reception in the spring 
of 2017 to recognize the eight $5,000 
scholarship winners.  

 The scholarships are part of the credit 
union’s corporate commitment to youth 
education, and fi nancial literacy across 
New York City. In addition to these schol-
arships, it also awards valedictorian and 
salutatorian recognition awards to grad-
uating high school seniors.

Called the Credit Union of Employ-
ees Conference Committee when it 
fi rst opened its doors on Oct. 15, 1916 in 
Manhattan’s Municipal Building, MCU 
has been growing strong ever since. 
Today, it serves more than 400,000 
members. It is celebrating its 100th an-
niversary all during 2016 through var-
ious programs to give back to the com-
munities it serves.  

MCU giving back

  CAREER PROGRAMS

®)

  ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Opportunity, Access and Success Since 1966...
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of BEOC

State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Administered by New York City College of Technology (CUNY)

Tuition Free Academic and Career Preparation Programs

718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY!

CallToday!Photo courtesy of EGI Studios

Brooklyn
Educational
Opportunity
Center



Caribbean Life, Dec. 16–22, 2016 39  BQ



40    Caribbean Life, Dec. 16–22, 2016 BQ

Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

800-939-6881
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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Ohio-born John Legend is an 
award-winning, platinum-selling 
singer-songwriter. His work has gar-
nered him 10 Grammy Awards, an 
Oscar and a Golden Globe, among 
others. A graduate of the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he studied 
English and African-American lit-
erature, John participated in a wide 
range of musical activities while in 
college.

During that period, he was intro-
duced to Lauryn Hill, who hired him 
to play piano on her track “Every-

thing Is Everything.” Shortly there-
after, he began to play shows around 
the Philadelphia area, eventually 
expanding his audience base to New 
York, Boston, Atlanta, and Washing-
ton, D.C.

After college, he was introduced 
to an up-and-coming hip hop artist 
named Kanye West. Kanye quickly 
signed John to his G.O.O.D. Music 
imprint and had him sing vocal 
hooks on some of his tunes.

John’s career started gaining 
momentum through a series of simi-

lar collaborations with established 
artists. He added vocals to an impres-
sive list of chart-topping hits includ-
ing Kanye’s “All of the Lights,” Jay-Z’s 
“Encore” and backup vocals on Alicia 
Keys’ 2003 song, “You Don’t Know 
My Name.”

John’s debut album “Get Lifted” 
was released to critical acclaim in 
December of 2004 by Columbia 
Records. The album landed multi-
ple Grammys, including Best R&B 
Album, Best New Artist and Best 

Kam talks with the musician — and actor! 

John Legend at the premiere of his new fi lm, “La La Land.” Associated Press / Evan Agostini

Continued on Page 42

By Tangerine Clarke
The gorgeous Nuriyyih Gerrard, Miss 

World Guyana 2016, who arrived in the 
United States via Fly Jamaica Airways, 
is currently competing in the prelimi-
nary phase at the 66th Miss World Pag-
eant, slated for Sunday, Dec. 18, at the 
Gaylord National Resort & Convention 
Center in Washington DC.

Gerrard, a 24-year-old psychology 
student, and Ambassador of Guyana’s 
rural Patora-Siparuni, Region 8, is 
among 120 beauties from around the 
world competing in the pageant that is 
being held for only the second time in 
the United States. The first on United 
States soil was held in Atlanta, Georgia 
in 1991.

Her beauty with a purpose — Thrive 
— Mental Wellness — live without 
stigma — will showcase her “One Act 
Foundation” that consists of a group of 
talented young professionals who uses 
technology to bring awareness to the 
puzzle around mental health disorders 
and illness. They are now focused on 
implementing a successful mental well-
ness and awareness campaign in col-
laboration with Ministry of Health and 

Miss World 
Guyana vies 

for 2016 
crown

Nuriyyih Gerrard

Continued on Page 43

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

LEGEND IN LEGEND IN 
LA LA LAND!LA LA LAND!
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Male R&B Vocal Performance. And ear-
lier this year, John won his first Academy 
Award for “Glory,” a song he wrote and 
performed with Common for the film 
“Selma.”

Throughout his career, John has 
worked to make a difference in the lives 
of others. In 2007, he launched the Show 
Me Campaign (ShowMeCampaign.org), 
an initiative that focuses on education as 
a key to breaking the cycle of poverty.

He’s received the 2010 BET Humani-
tarian of the Year Award, the 2009 CARE 
Humanitarian Award for Global Change, 
the 2009 Bishop John T. Walker Dis-
tinguished Humanitarian Service Award 
from Africare, and the 2011 Harvard 
Foundation Artist of the Year Award. 
Furthermore, John sits on the boards of 
The Education Equality Project, Teach 
for America, Stand for Children and the 
Harlem Village Academies.

Here, he shares his thoughts about 
playing his first, major movie role oppo-
site Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone in “La 
La Land,” a picture which he also execu-
tive produced, and he talks about his 
philanthropic work and his new album, 
“Darkness and Light,” too.

Kam Williams: Hi John. Thanks so 
much for the time.

John Legend: My pleasure, Kam.
KW: What made you decide to do this 

film with writer-director Damien Cha-
zelle?

JL: Well, it really started with meeting 
him as a filmmaker in my capacity as a 
producer, because my company, Get Lift-
ed Film Company, has done a few movies 
and a couple of television shows now. We 
love meeting with up-and-coming direc-
tors who are doing great things. And, 
obviously, upon the success of “Whip-
lash,” Damien was someone we’d love to 
collaborate with. My producing partner 
[Mike Jackson] suggested we connect with 
him very early on, after we saw a screener 
of Whiplash. We finally got a chance to 
sit down and discuss something creative 
when he was in the process of preparing 
to shoot “La La Land.” The script was 
finished, and they were already in talks 
with Ryan and Emma to star in it. Damien 
wanted to see if we were interested in get-
ting involved. He was originally think-
ing in terms of executive producing and 
in terms of the music for the character, 
Keith, and his band, The Messengers. But 
eventually, he asked me if I wanted to play 
Keith. I said, “Yeah, let’s do it!” I hadn’t 
done anything like it before. I hadn’t had 
a major speaking role in a film before. 
But I guess he felt that I could pull it off, 
because the character had some similari-
ties to my own background as a musician. 
Damien thought I could relate to the 
character, and I felt the same way. So, it 
made sense for me to do it, since I was 
already a fan of his work. And then, when 
I found out that Ryan and Emma had 
come aboard, it seemed like a no-brainer 
for us to get involved.

KW: After watching the film, I was sur-
prised to see that you have so few acting 
credits, because you did a phenomenal 
job.

JL: Thank you! I’d spent my whole 
career focused on music. Acting wasn’t 
something I was really pursuing, even 
though we were doing film and TV behind 
the camera as producers, because music 
takes up so much of my creative energy. 
But I couldn’t pass up the opportunity to 
work with such great people.

KW: After Damien released his first 
movie, Guy and Madeline on a Park Bench, 
I wrote: “Appreciate Damien Chazelle now 
and avoid the rush!”

JL: Yeah, he’s brilliant! You can tell, 
just by virtue of the fact that he made 
Whiplash and La La Land before turning 
32. That’s not even fair. 

KW: What did you think of Justin 
Hurwitz’s score for La La Land? Did he 
compose the songs you played in the 
movie?

JL: We wrote those together. He, Mar-
ius [de Vries], Angelique [Cinelu] and 
I. The four of us just sat in a room and 
played, and figured it out. Justin, obvi-
ously, was the composer for the rest of 
the film, and he’s wonderful. But since 
I always feel comfortable singing, that 
particular song [“Start a Fire”] worked, 
and made sense for the character I was 
playing. Yet, it posed an interesting chal-
lenge, because you wanted the song to be 
good and represent a viable creative path, 
but you also wanted it to be a song Ryan’s 
character, Sebastian, wouldn’t want to 
play, given the story line. So, it called 
for an interesting balance of making it 
a good, jazz-influenced tune you could 
hear on the radio while also making it 
something that represented too much of 
a departure for Sebastian.

KW: Early in your career, were you a 
musical purist like Sebastian, who had a 
reverence for the classics?

JL: No, I never looked at myself as a 
purist in the sense of simply wanting 
to recreate old music that I’d grown up 
listening to. I never struggled with that 
conundrum. But I think every artist is 
influenced by certain traditions and the 
artists they grew up listening to. For 
Taylor Swift, it was Country music. For 
me, it was Gospel and Soul. Other art-
ists grew up listening to Folk, Classic 
Rock, or whatever else it was for them. 
But no matter what your early influences 
are, you have to decide how much you’re 
just recreating the feelings those artists 
gave you, recreating their styles, or doing 
something fresh and new that’s influ-
enced by them. I think we all deal with 
that. There’s always the push and pull in 
our careers of how much we go traditional 
and how much we try to change it up and 
do something new.

KW: Editor-Legist Patricia Turnier 
says: like many people, I think that you 
are a great artist and I consider you like 
the young Stevie Wonder. I saw you in 
Montreal when you opened for Alicia Keys 
on one of her tours. Given that your new 
film is about jazz, please name a few of 
your favorite jazz musicians.

JL: Honestly, I don’t consider myself 
much of a jazz aficionado. When I was 
growing up, my dad used to play a lot of 
vocalists like Billie Holiday, Ella [Fit-
zgerald], Sarah Vaughan, Nancy Wilson 

and Nat King Cole. So, I grew up lov-
ing some of the great standards singers 
and jazz vocalists. Also Nina Simone 
who cut across a few different genres. 
Those are a few of my bigger influences, 
but I wouldn’t say I was much of a jazz 
expert.

KW: Patricia also notes that you con-
sider yourself a feminist. She would like to 
know why men should feel as concerned 
as women about female issues and how 
men can advance women’s causes?

JL: First of all, because its the right 
thing to do. It’s fair, you have women 
in your family, women you work with, 
and women who are your friends. Why 
shouldn’t they have the same possibilities 
and opportunities as you? Why shouldn’t 
they live in a world where they are val-
ued for what they contribute, and valued 
as much as men are for the same thing? 
Who wouldn’t want to live in that world? 
It doesn’t hurt men for women to do well, 
because it just makes the planet a better 
place. There’s more innovation, more crea-
tivity and more productivity in the world. 
All of our lives are improved when women 
have power, influence and opportunity.

KW: I’d like to congratulate you on 
your new album, “Darkness and Light,” 
which I’ve been listening to. It’s terrific!

JL: Thank you. I’m really proud of 
it. It’s funny being in La La Land mode 
today, since I’ve been in Darkness and 
Light mode for the past month, and I’ll 
be back into it for the next year or so. It’s 
exciting to support this really beautiful 
film and to have a new album out at the 
same time.

KW: I’ve always been impressed by your 
incredible commitment to charity work. 
What has inspired you to do that?

JL: I’ve always thought that if I were 
successful in this career, I would have a 
lot of resources and a lot of influence, and 
that I would would want to use them to 
make the world a better place. Part of my 
making the world better involves creat-
ing great art, and part involves my being 
an activist and contributing directly to 
causes that improve people’s lives with 
my time, my money and my influence. I 
think that’s part of who I am and of who 
I always will be.

KW: Finally, what’s in your wallet?
JL: What’s in my wallet? Credit cards… 

insurance cards… membership cards… 
I got my Academy membership renewed 
this year.

KW: Congratulations on the Best Song 
Oscar for “Glory” last year. And it looks 
like you’ll be back in contention, since it 
looks like La La Land’s going to be nomi-
nated for a lot of Academy Awards.

JL: Well, I don’t know whether I’ll per-
sonally be nominated, but I’m going to be 
rooting for the whole team. We have some 
wonderful contenders in a wide range of 
categories.

KW: Well, thanks again, John, and best 
of luck with both La La Land and Dark-
ness and Light.

JL: Thank you very much, Kam.
To see a trailer for La La Land, 

visit: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0pdqf4P9MB8

To order a copy of John’s new CD, Dark-
ness and Light, visit: 

https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/
ASIN/B01MTUIYY8/ref%3dnosim/thsl-
fofire-20
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Don’t Wanna Know
Maroon 5 Feat. Kendrick Lamar

Side To Side
Ariana Grande Feat. Nicki Minaj

Starboy
The Weekend Feat. Daft Punk

Closer
The Chainsmokers Feat. Halsey

24K Magic
Bruno Mars

Let Me Love You
DJ Snake Feat. Justin Bieber

Scars To Your Beautiful
Alessia Cara

Black Beatles
Rae Sremmurd Feat. Gucci Mane

Heathens
twenty one pilots

Starving
Hailee Stenfeld & Grey Feat. Zedd

The Hamilton Mixtape
Various Artists

“Awaken, My Love!”
Childish Gambino

Blue & Lonesome
The Rolling Stones

Perfectly Imperfect (EP)
Grace VanderWaal

A Pentatonix Christmas
Pentatonix

Kane Brown
Kane Brown

Starboy
The Weekend

Moana
Soundtrack

Darkness And Light
John Legend

That’s Christmas To Me
Pentatonix

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

John Legend interview…
Continued from page 41 
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How did Jackie 
Kennedy feel in 
the wake of her 
husband’s assassi-

nation? That is the question 
explored in “Jackie,” a picture 
which paints a perceptive por-
trait of Camelot’s First Lady by 
speculating about her mental 
state during the days follow-
ing the assassination of JFK 
(Caspar Phillipson). In that 
regard, this behind-the-scenes 
biopic is rather reminiscent of 
“The Queen” (2006) which pre-
sumed to provide a fly-on-the-
wall’s perspective of Bucking-
ham Palace after the untimely 
death of Princess Diana.

Directed by Pablo Larrain 

(“Neruda”), “Jackie” stars Acad-
emy Award-winner Natalie 
Portman in the title role. Port-
man is likely to garner another 
Oscar nomination for her very 
convincing impersonation of 
the readily-recognizable legend 
as she manages to replicate 
certain expected staples of the 

Jackie Kennedy iconography, 
such as the whispery voice and 
the pillbox hat, while simulta-
neously plumbing the depths of 
her complicated soul.

Consequently, we get a sense 
of the familiar public figure’s 
internal angst in a variety of situ-
ations, such as when she had to 

break the news of their father’s 
death to Caroline (Sunnie Pelant) 
and John-John (Aiden and Brody 
Weinberg). Or when she was 
being given the bum’s rush out 
of the White House by incoming 
Lady Bird Johnson (Beth Grant), 
who was already thinking about 
replacing the drapes before JFK 

had been buried. 
Fortunately, Jackie did have 

a shoulder to cry. No, it was not 
brother-in-law Bobby (Peter 
Sarsgaard) who thought of her 
as a “silly, little debutante,” but 
the Catholic priest (John Hurt) 
who served as her confidant 
and confessor. He helped Jackie 
summon up the strength and 
courage to accompany her hus-
band’s casket, by foot, in the 
funeral procession despite fears 
of a copycat assassin. 

Her faith faltering, Jackie 
admitted that, “I think God is 
cruel.” She even wondered aloud 
whether she might have been 
better off marrying “an ordinary, 
lazy, ugly man.” And while Jack-
ie desperately grasps at straws to 
make sense of her nightmare, 
the most comforting words her 
supportive cleric can find are 
“There are no answers in man’s 
search for meaning.”

A docudrama effectively ech-
oing the lyrics from the classic 
show tune Jackie identified as 
JFK’s favorite, a week after his 
passing: “Don’t let it be forgot, 
that once there was a spot, for 
one brief shining moment that 
was known as Camelot.”

Jackie
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity 
and brief graphic vio-
lence
Running time: 99 
minutes
Distributor: Fox 
Searchlight Pictures

Portman channels Kennedy in iconic ‘Jackie’

Natalie Portman as Jackie Kennedy in “Jackie.”

other related NGO’s in Guyana.
So far, Gerrard has competed in 

the talent competition among other 
queens, but did not place in this cat-
egory. However, the talented young 
woman will vie in the Fashion Fit-
ness, and other Beauty with a Pur-
pose, to boost her scores.

Franchise holder, Natasha Blu Mar-
tindale encouraged Nuriyyih to stay 
consistent, “be herself and stay focused, 
you will make Guyana proud.”

She added, “I would urge all poten-
tial beauties to follow the journey 
and start preparing even before they 
apply to compete in any pageant. 
Representing Guyana is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity.”

Using makeup products compli-
ments of Black Opal to look “glam,” 
and gear from John Lewis Styles 
Guyana to stay fit, the lovely lady also 
thanked fashion designer Roger Gary 
for dressing her in creations, befit-
ting the Miss World competition.

Gary is also the queen’s stylist, and 
constant advisor on issues of pageantry 
since he has groomed many pageant 
contestants for more than 10 years. 

“Guyana is now first since the 
1960’s considered a “sash factor” at 
the Miss World, mainly because our 
last three representatives have done 
very well,” said Roger Gary.

Weekly previews that make 
choosing a film fun

Barry (Unrated) Devon Terrell plays 
Barack Obama in this biopic about the 
future President’s stint as a student at 
Columbia University during the early 
Eighties. With Ashley Judd, Jenna Elf-
man and Famke Janssen.

The Grace of Jake (Unrated) Musical 
dramedy about a just-paroled convict 
(Jake La Botz) who steals a car and 
drives from California to Arkansas in 
search of the father (Michael Beck) he 
never knew. With Jordin 
Sparks, Lew Temple and 
Ravi Kapoor.

A Kind of Murder 
(PG-13 for profanity and 
violence) Psychologi-
cal thriller, set in New 
York in the Sixties, about a miserably-
married architect (Patrick Wilson) who 
becomes the prime suspect when his 
wife (Jessica Biel) dies under mysteri-
ous circumstances. With Eddie Marsan, 
Vincent Kartheiser and Haley Bennett.

Neruda (R for profanity, sexuality and 
nudity) Chilean docudrama recount-
ing the hunt in the late Forties for 
Pablo Neruda (Luis Gnecco) following 
the Nobel Prize-winning poet-turned-
fugitive’s conversion to Communism. 
with Gael Garcia Bernal, Alfredo Castro 
and Mercedes Moran. (In Spanish and 

French with subtitles)
Rooted in Peace (Unrated) Eco-doc-

umentary challenging Americans to 
proactively find ways to live in harmony 
with the environment and with other 
countries. Featuring commentary by 
Deepak Chopra, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and the late Pete Seeger.

Solace (R for sexuality, nudity, pro-
fanity, bloody images and pervasive 
profanity) Crime thriller about a psy-

chic (Anthony Hopkins) who joins forc-
es with an FBI agent (Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan) in the hunt for a serial killer 
(Colin Farrell). With Abbie Cornish, 
Matt Gerald and Marley Shelton.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Collateral Beauty (PG-13 for mature 

themes and brief profanity) Introspec-
tive character portrait starring Will 
Smith as a Madison Avenue executive 
who writes letters to Love, Time and 
Death after withdrawing from the world 
in the wake of a personal tragedy. A-list 

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

ensemble includes Academy Award-
winners Helen Mirren and Kate Win-
slet, Oscar-nominees Edward Norton 
and Keira Knightley, as well as Michael 
Pena and Naomie Harris.

Fences (PG-13 for profanity, mature 
themes and sexual references) Denzel 
Washington and Viola Davis co-star in 
this screen adaptation of August Wil-
son’s Tony Award and Pulitizer Prize-
winning play chronicling the struggles 
of an African-American family living in 
Pittsburgh in the Fifties. With Mykel-
ti Williamson, Jovan Adepo, Stephen 
Henderson and Russell Hornsby.

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (PG-13 
for violence and extended action sequenc-
es) Intergalactic epic revolving around a 
rebel soldier (Felicity Jones) recruited to 
lead a band of unlikely heroes on a mission 
to steal the design for the Empire’s weap-
on of mass destruction. featuring Forest 
Whitaker, Diego Luna, Mads Mikkelsen, 
Jiang Wen, Alan Tudyk and Donnie Yen.

Devon Terrell plays Barack Obama 
in “Barry.” www.imdb.com

Guyana…
Continued from page 41 
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We Lease

 LESS!
All New 2016 Vehicles Priced At 

Leftover Pricing And Will Get 

1st Priority In Our Service Dept!

for Much Much

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new 
vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. 

Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
APR

Financing
 60 Mos.Up
To

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $4536/17115, Fusion: $2376/17676, Fiesta: $1656/10503, Escape: $2376/17756, Focus: $2376/10791, Explorer: $4536/21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash available 
to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers can-
not be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

CERTIFIED
BY FORD

 • Factory-Backed 
   7 Year/100,000 Mile Powertrain 
   Warranty Coverage 
• Free Vehicle History Report

IN BROOKLYN

MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

’11 FORD EXPEDITION 4X4
Auto, A/C, White,
35K Stk#1953F ..............................Buy For

$19,999*

’16 FORD TRANSIT WAGON XLT
Auto, P/S, ABS, White. 
Stk#1803F. Only 4K Miles!.........Buy For

$27,493*

’11 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1911F ....................Buy For 

$9,999*

’11 FORD EDGE SE
Auto, A/C, Dark Red,
34K Mi, Stk#1942F ...............Buy For 

$12,995*

’13 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4
Auto, A/C, Black,
51K Mi, Stk#1973F ................ Buy For

$13,995*

’15 FORD FOCUS SE
Auto, A/C, Stk#1231F
19K Mi . ...................................Buy For 

$13,999*

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

CERTIFIED 
BY

FORD

’12 FORD TAURUS LTD
Auto, A/C, Grey,
32K Mi, Stk#1138F ...............Buy For 

$14,995*

’14 FORD C-MAX HYBRID
Auto, ABS, Stk#1630F.
13K Mi ........................................................Buy For 

$16,999*

’13 FORD EXPLORER 
Auto, ABS, Cruise, P/L, Roof Rails,
Black, Stk#1893F, 49K Mi ......... Buy For

$17,995*

’13 FORD E350
15 Passenger, Auto, P/S, White. 
Stk#1793F. 43K Mi ......................Buy For 

$19,999*

NEW
2017
RE-DESIGN

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 100A 
Package, and Much More! MSRP $21,455. VIN#1FGL236066. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: 
$3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
Title & MV fees addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4WDBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$189
†

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, 
Equipment Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,945. VIN#1FHGA19303. $7,633 Due at Inception Inc: 
$6,799 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$99
†

200A Package, Leather, Rear Camera, Auto, 4 Cyl, 
P/S, ABS & Much More! MSRP $24,565. VIN#3FGR180492. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,500 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

MUSTANGBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

$189
†

 2.3L EcoBoost Engine, 6-Speed Auto, P/S, 
ABS, Air Conditioning & More! MSRP $28,525. VIN#1FG5331083. $5829 Due at Inception 
inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month’s payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

FIESTA
SE

BRAND NEW 2015 FORD

 6-Speed Auto,  1.6L V6 Engine, 200A Package,  P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much More! 
MSRP $17,015. VIN#3FFM157109. $4,709 Due at Inception inc: $3995 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & 
DMV fees addt’l. Inc: $1500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 12/31/16.

$69 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

ESCAPE
SE

BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much 
More! MSRP $28,235. VIN#1FHUC30257. $6,439 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: 
$3,000 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 12/31/16.

$99 †

PER MO/ 
24 MOS
LEASE

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Azad Ali
Jamaica sprint superstar Usain 

Bolt has won his record sixth Men’s 
International Association of Athletes 
Federation World Athlete Award, this 
time  for his outstanding feats at the 
Summer Olympics in Rio, Brazil.

Bolt, 30, who plans to quit the 
sport next year following the World 
Championships in England, predict-

ably captured the top honor, while 
long-distance runner, Ethiopia’s 
Almaz Ayana took the Female Ath-
lete of the Year title during the 2016 
World Athletics Gala Awards ceremo-
ny in Monaco last Friday.

He successfully defended his 100 
metres title in a time of 9.81 seconds 
and returned to complete the double 
for the third straight Olympiad when 

he clocked 19.78 to capture the 200 
meters.

His ninth Olympic gold medal came 
when he anchored the men’s sprint 
relay team to victory for Jamaica.

He was undefeated for the season.
Bolt won the award for the first 

time in 2008 and again in 2009 
before getting a hat-trick of wins 
between 2011 and 2013.

Usain is named ‘Athlete of the Year’

Sebastian Coe, right, president of the International Association of Athletics Federations, presents Jamai-
can sprinter Usain Bolt with the “2016 Athlete of the Year Award” during the 2016 World Athletics Gala 
Awards in Monaco last week. Associated Press / Claude Paris

By Azad Ali
Organizers of the Caribbean Premier 

League have announced that the Twen-
ty20 cricket tournament has exceeded 
global viewership figures for the just-
concluded season, with a nearly 44 per-
cent increase over the previous year.

According to figures released by CPL, 
this year’s tournament enjoyed an audi-
ence of 134 million, a significant rise 
over the 93 million viewers that tuned 
it for the 2015 edition. Viewing num-
bers have steadily risen from 36 million 
recorded for the 2014 event.

“Today is a proud day and further 
evidence of the rising international 

By Azad Ali
No West Indies cricketers have been 

named in any of the top ICC 10 players’ 
categories, according to a release from 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
recently.

Not a single one in the Test Player 
category; none in the One-Day Inter-
national (ODI) category or in the Twen-
ty20 category either.

Cricket’s TV 
viewership up

Windies 
players fail 

to shine

West Indies player Kraigg Brath-
waite, bats during the fi rst day of 
the third Test cricket match against 
India in Mumbai, India.   
                          AP / Rajanish Kakade, File

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

BOLT IS IT! BOLT IS IT! 
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statures of the Hero CPL, not just in the Ameri-
cas, but across the UK, India, Middle East and 
beyond”, said CPL chief Damien O’Donohoe, 
noting that these global viewership figures are 
a tremendous boost, not for the game of cricket 
in the Caribbean, but for each of the local tour-

ism boards and the local sponsors who invest 
so much in the development and marketing the 
game.

In the U.S., where matches were played 
for the first time in Florida, there was an 
increase from 694,000 to 743,000, the state-
ment said.

O’Donohoe pointed out that the figures were 
also a reflection of a successful year for West 
Indies cricket and said organizers would con-
tinue to build on the quality product in 2017.

The only West Indian play-
er in the top 20 Test players 
list is Barbados-born Kraigg 
Brathwaite,

Braithwaite, 24, broke into the 
top Test 20 player at age 23, scored 

95 not out against Pakistan (2-1,) 
which the Windies won in the 
final match of the series.

Darren Bravo was in the 
top 30, coming in at 26 while 
Shane Dowrich is in the top 60 
at number 59.

On the ODI rankings, Mar-
lon Samuels and Darren Bravo 
were the only players to break 
into the top 50, Samuels was 

ranked 29th on the list, while 
Bravo stood at 48th. In the 
Twenty20 players’ rankings, 
only Chris Gayle, at 14th, made 
it into the top 20 ranks. Samu-
els at 21 and Johnson Charles at 
26, got into the top 30 ranks.

Globally, West Indies cricket 
team remains at eighth, on 
the ICC rankings just ahead of 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe.

By Laura Amato
She’s ready for fresh air, 

wide-open spaces, and a 
brand-new basketball chal-
lenge.

South Shore junior point 
guard Destiny Philoxy ver-
bally committed to the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts 
last week. Life in Amherst 
will be decidedly different 
from Canarsie, but the Lady 
Vikings star is excited for the 
next step.

“I visited last month, and 
there were so many trees 
and it was all wide open,” 
said Philoxy, who averaged 
8.1 points per game and 3.5 
assists last season. “There 
weren’t any buildings, just 
kind of a big, huge campus. 
But I like that a lot, and I’m 
kind of looking forward to a 
new challenge.”

Philoxy first started talk-
ing with the team in August, 
just a few months after the 
Minutewomen hired new 
head coach Tory Verdi. It 
didn’t take long for Philoxy 
to realize UMass was the 
program for her, especially 
after meeting with Verdi. 

“When I first met him, he 
told me, ‘Remember we saw 
you when no one else did,’ ” 
Philoxy said. “And that stuck 
in my head for a while. So I 
wanted to go there. They’re a 
good team, number one, and 
coach and I really hit it off.”

Philoxy visited the cam-
pus in November. She didn’t 
get to meet everyone on the 
roster, but she did spend a 
few moments with senior 
guard Alyx Stiff. The two 
discussed the future of the 
program, what Philoxy could 
bring to the team, and — 
most importantly — jersey 
numbers. 

“We actually talked about 
how I would take her jersey 

number if I came to the 
school,” Philoxy said. “That 
was pretty cool, and it made 
me feel comfortable.”

Philoxy still has plenty of 
high-school basketball left 
in front of her — including a 
run at a third-straight Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League 
championship with South 
Shore this winter — but 
the backcourt star is already 
thinking big when it comes 
to her goals at the college 
level. 

“I want to start off big,” 
Philoxy said. “I think I 
could start as rookie of the 
year and play some point 
guard. I just want to show 
people that players from 
New York can play at this 
next level.”

Philoxy also drew inter-
est from Virginia Common-
wealth University, Ford-
ham, Quinnipiac, Wagner, 
and American. She couldn’t 
shake the draw to UMass, 
however, and the prospect 
of playing in the Atlantic-10 
was simply too good to pass 
up. 

“I just want to show the 
rest of the country that I’m 
a dominant point guard,” 
Philoxy said. “And that I’m 
a solid, all-around player at 
this level.”

The lefty guard already 
hit her stride with the Lady 
Vikings this season, the 
offensive spark for South 
Shore, but the commitment 
is a weight off her shoulders. 
She knows what’s next, and 
now she can simply focus on 
winning championships.

“I was struggling, kind of 
knowing that I’d have to pick 
through some of these col-
leges,” Philoxy said. “I just 
knew that UMass was the 
right one for me. So that 
made it easier.”

Destiny fulfilled

Revolutionary decision: South Shore’s Desinty Philoxy 
verbally committed to the Minutewomen last week, ce-
menting her future at the University of Massachusetts.
 Photo by Robert Cole

Windies…

Television…

Continued from page 45 
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By Laura Amato
The comeback came up 

short. 
Bishop Loughlin’s boys bas-

ketball team staged a ferocious 
rally on Dec. 9, but the Lions 
couldn’t overcome a double-
digit deficit, falling 87–84 to 
Cardinal Hayes. The Cardi-
nals scored the game-winning 
three-pointer with just eight 
seconds left on the clock, and 
Loughlin’s coach blames his 
squad for even letting the game 
get that close.

“It was tough. I mean, it’s 
hard to spot somebody 20 points 
and expect to come back,” said 
Loughlin coach Edwin Gonzal-
ez. “We didn’t come out the 
way we normally would have 
and we paid for it.”

Loughlin (2–1) struggled 
from the get-go as the ball 
refused to bounce the Lions’ 
way. Hayes, meanwhile, hit its 
offensive stride from the open-
ing whistle, using a 12-point 
run in the first quarter to create 
some early-game separation. 

Keith Williams and Markquis 
Nowell — Loughlin’s dynamic 
scoring duo — were both held 
in check in the opening 16 
minutes as Hayes’ (4–0) defen-
sive efforts kept the Lions on 
their toes. Loughlin ended the 
half down 43–23.

“We tried to mess them up 
with some zones,” Hayes coach 
Joe Lods said. “I just wanted to 
slow Markquis and Keith a little 
bit on their free a bit. That was 
the plan.”

The Lions did their best to 
claw back in the third quarter, 
making it a 13-point game with 
just over two minutes left in the 
period, but Hayes had an answer 
for each Loughlin bucket. 

That changed in the fourth 
quarter.

Loughlin opened up the 
fourth with 16 points to Hayes’ 
2, sparked by Williams’s aggres-
sive play underneath the hoop. 
The Cincinnati commit fin-
ished with 21 points after being 
shut out in the first half. 

“We tried to do some differ-

ent things, and he wanted to 
stay in there to help out the 
team,” Gonzalez said of the 
senior. “He’s a warrior, and he 
wanted to fight through it.”

Hayes struggled to match 
Loughlin’s fourth-quarter push 
as four of the Cardinals’ five 
starters fouled out of the game. 
The Lions took advantage, tak-
ing their first lead since early in 
the first quarter on an Adrien 
Nunez jumper with just under 
a minute left on the clock. 

The squads exchanged buck-
ets and free throws on the next 
two possessions, but two Lough-
lin turnovers hurt the Lions and 
Jontai Williams’s three-pointer 
with eight seconds to play made 
it a three-point game. 

“My teammates just grabbed 
the ball, and it was a great 
steal,” Williams said. “They 
looked up to me, and I knocked 
down the shot.”

Loughlin had one more 
chance to tie the game up, 
but Williams went 2-for-3 at 
the line, and Hayes padded 
its cushion with a pair of free 
throws just before the final 
buzzer. 

It was a disappointing loss 
for Loughlin, particularly 
after coming so close to such 
an impressive comeback, but 
the Lions refused to let the 
final score change the way 
they looked at the game. It’s 
still early in the season, and 
this game proved the Lions 
have some fight in the game, 
Gonzalez said.

Heavy hitter: Keith Williams 
attempts a shot.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Loughlin’s comeback roar 
silenced by Cardinal Hayes
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Blackbirds bounce back with big win
By Laura Amato

He didn’t hit just one big 
shot — he hit two.

Iverson Fleming notched 
a pair of baskets in the final 
minute-and-a-half of play on 
Dec. 11 — including the go-
ahead jumper with 24 seconds 
left — to lift Long Island Uni-
versity to a 74–73 victory over 
St. John’s at Barclays Center 
in the Brooklyn Hoops Winter 
Festival. 

Fleming was a scoring force 
to be reckoned with throughout 
the non-league matchup, rack-
ing up a game-high 21 points 
on seven of 17 from the floor.

“It’s a mindset and my coach 
preaches about having the will 
to win,” Fleming said. “That’s 
what I try to do every day when 
I step onto the court. At that 
point in time, I was just trying 
to be aggressive.”

It was a big-time victory for 
the Blackbirds squad, which 
has been stumbling recently 
after getting off to the pro-
gram’s best start since the 
1971–72 season. Long Island 
University (7–3) came into the 
matchup on a two-game skid, 
wrapping up a month-long 
road trip with lackluster per-

formances at Incarnate Word 
and North Carolina Central.

The squad didn’t show any 
signs of weariness, however, 
jumping out to a 10-point lead 
just five-and-a-half minutes 
into the game. The Blackbirds 
dominated in the paint, taking 
advantage of a thin St. John’s 
(5–6) frontcourt. 

“That’s a focus of ours every 
time we start the game, let’s get 
the ball inside and play inside 
out,” coach Jack Perri said. 
“Going inside is what we do.”

St. John’s battled back late 
in the half, and the teams 
went into the break knotted 
at 42–42.

Long Island University made 
some halftime adjustments, 
particularly on the defensive 
side of the ball. That defense 
focused most of its efforts on 
slowing down St. John’s guard 
— and former Jefferson star — 
Shamorie Ponds. The freshman 
was held to just eight points in 
the second half and came up 
short on the potential game-
winner as time expired. 

“If you make any mistakes 
on him, it’s in the basket. He’s a 
super talent,” Perri said. “Iver-
son [Anderson] and Jashaun 

[Agosto] did a really good job 
of limiting their mistakes on 
him.”

Long Island University was 
hampered by foul trouble 
throughout the second half, 
but the Blackbirds maintained 
focus — led by Fleming on 
both sides of the ball.

He answered a Federico 
Mussini three with one of his 
own to make it a one-point 
game with 1:30 left and drained 
the go-ahead jumper after the 
Red Storm turned the ball over 
on the next possession. 

“We’re looking to do some 
special things this upcoming 
season,” Fleming said. “It just 
shows we can play with anyone 
if we put our mind to it.”

Long Island University is 
hoping a win like this — par-
ticularly over a Big East oppo-
nent — is the spark the squad 
needs heading into league play 
this season. This is big, but the 
Blackbirds are hardly satisfied. 

“It’s obviously a huge win,” 
Perri said. “This puts us in a place 
where we want to be. It’s been a 
while since we went to the NCAA 
Tournament, and these guys have 
a chance to do something special 
if they really focus.”

Big man on court: Blackbirds forward Jerome Frink was a 
big-time presence down low, racking up 20 points against 
St. John’s on Dec. 11.  Long Island Athletics / Mike McLaughlin



48    Caribbean Life, Dec. 16–22, 2016 BQ

Your name: (Please print clearly)     Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin:     Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:      Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare?

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding?

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

Mail to: Caribbean Life/Healthcare Awards, 1 MetroTech Center North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201
Or e-mail: jstern@cnglocal.com

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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