
SALE PRICES EXPIRE 12/19/15

NOW...
$34999

WAS $399.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$50.00

32''

59” ELECTRIC FIREPLACE 
CONSOLE -23MM4495PC72  
WAS $499.97 NOW...

$24997
ACCOMODATES MOST 40”-60” TVS

 The Best Gifts 
   at the Best Prices!

42” CLASS LED 
1080p HDTV
 -42E3500  WAS $329.97

””” CLCCC ASSAASSS LELLEEEDDDDDD

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

$19997
NOW...

39% OFF
SAVE $130

50% OFF
SAVE $250

NOW...
$12997

27% OFF
SAVE $50

INSPIRON 2-IN-1 
NOTEBOOK 
WITH Intel®  
Celeron N3050 
-I30005099SLV

Merry Christmas from Our Family to Yours! 

WAS $249.97
PCR INSTANT SAVINGS -$40.00

PCR MAIL-IN REBATE -$20.00

31 BOTTLE CAPACITY 
WINE COOLER
• Soft Touch Control Panel 
   With Electronic Display 
• Soft Interior LED Lighting 
-WC3406  

$18997
NOW...

24% OFF 

SAVE $60

Extended Holiday Hours: • FRI•SAT 9AM-11 PM • SUN 9AM-10 PM

SAVE $50

Screen
Size 

Battery
Life 

Weight

Hard 
Drive 

Memory
(Ram)

11.6''

7
HRS

 3.1
 LBS

500
 GB

 4
 GB

Touch
Screen

32” CLASS LED HDTV
-PLDED3273A  WAS $179.97

IN-STORE ONLY
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

*

IN-STORE ONLY
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

42''

$2999
NOW...

FREE
SCREEN 

PROTECTOR
-AS0VAT

7” ANDROID 4.4 TABLET
• Camera, 8GB Storage 
   (Expandable) 
• Email, Internet 
• 1000’s of Free APPs/Games
-3440D  WAS $79.99

7”””7” AAAAAAANNDNDNDNDRNDRNDRROO 62% OFF
SAVE $50

*PRICE LOWER IN-STORE

ALSO AVAILABLE -VR20H9050UW WAS $ 999.97  
SAVE  $300  NOW $699.97

28% OFF
SAVE $200

$49997

POWERBOT ESSENTIAL ROBOTIC VACUUM
• 20 Watts Motor Power  
• 12.2” Cleaning Path 
 -VR2AJ9020UG  WAS $699.97
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GIFT CARDS...Great Gifts Come in Small Packages NO HIDDEN FEES. 
NO EXPIRATION DATE.

FREE     
Buy any 2 
Video Games
$3999 & UP* 

Get a 
$20 PCR Gift Card via mail

*AFTER P.C. RICHARD & SON MAIL-IN REBATE. NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER COUPON, OFFER OR 
DISCOUNT. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. EXCLUDES SALE ITEMS. LIMIT 1 OFFER PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 12/19/15

46% OFF
SAVE $70

$7999
NOW...

WAS $149.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$70.00

KIDS TAB 3 LITE
• 7” Touchscreen Display 
• 8GB Storage,
2MP Back Camera 
-T110NDWACCC

ENVY 5660
WIRELESS
e-ALL-IN-ONE PRINTER
-ENVY5660 

$7999
NOW...

WAS $149.99
PCR INSTANT 

REBATE -$70.00

46% OFF
SAVE $70

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

WII U

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4

AVAILABLE 
ON

XB ONE | PS4
XB 360 | PS3

XBOX ONE 500 GB GEARS OF WAR: 
ULTIMATE EDITION BUNDLE 
-5C600083  WAS $349.99 

SAVE $50

XTREME PORTABLE 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER 
-JBLXTREMEBLK
WAS $299.99

16% OFF
SAVE $50NOW...

$24999

EACH
$24995

EACH
$27995

WEARABLES ON SALE

FLEX WIRELESS
  ACTIVITY +
    SLEEP WRISTBAND
    -FB401BK/PK/SL*
       WAS $99.99

$7999
EACHNOW...

$9999
NOW...

SAVE $20

CHARGE WIRELESS ACTIVITY  
 + SLEEP WRISTBAND 
    ENERGIZES YOUR DAY
      -FB404BKL/ FB404BKS  
        WAS $129.99

SAVE $30

* MODELS/COLORS VARY BY STORE LOCATION. ALL COLORS AVAILABLE ON PCRICHARD.COM

LAST 2
DAYSSAVE ON

HOME OFFICE
SAVE $50 ON ANY 

XBOX ONE CONSOLE

$5999
EACH

 Your Choice...

EXPIRES 12/26/15 EXPIRES 12/26/15

HUGE SELECTION
OF BOSE HEADPHONES

                         

SPLASH
PROOF

SAVE $130 $34999
NOW...

WAS $479.99
PCR INSTANT REBATE -$130.00

Screen
Size 

Battery
Life 

15.6''

8
HRS

Weight

Hard
Drive 

4.73
 LBS

500
 GB

Memory
(Ram)

4
 GB

$29999
While Supplies Last

EXPIRES 12/26/15

NOW...

VIDEO GAME & CONSOLE SELECTION VARIES BY STORE LOCATION.

SOUNDLINK® 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER
-SLINKCOLORBK
WAS $129.91

23% OFF
SAVE $30NOW...

$9991
EXPIRES 12/26/15

OUR
LOWEST
ADVERTISED

PRICE

PAVILION NOTEBOOK COMPUTER WITH 
Intel® Core i3 Dual-Core Processor 5005U
                   • DVD-DL/CD-RW Combo -15-AC178NR  

20% OFF
SAVE $20FLIP 3 WIRELESS PORTABLE 

STEREO SPEAKER
• Splash Proof Design
 -JBLFLIP3BLK  WAS $99.99

SOUNDLINK ON-EAR 
BLUETOOTH 
HEADPHONES                                
 -SLINKOEBTBLK
   SLINKOEBTWHT

BOSE SOUNDLINK 
AROUND-EAR 
WIRELESS 
HEADPHONES II   
 -SNDLNKAE2BLK 
   SNDLNKAE2WHT

$7997
EACHNOW...

BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS
ON SALE
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CARICOM faces uncertainty over 
Venezuela’s oil arrangement

By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. 

Adams on Tuesday helped members of the 
United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) swear in 48 new American 
citizens, hailing from 28 different nations, at 
the first-ever naturalization ceremony held 
at Brooklyn Borough Hall. 

Following the administering of the oath 
of allegiance by Justice Margo K. Brodie, a 
United States District Court judge for the 
Eastern District of New York, who is also a 
native of Barbados, Adams spoke about the 
value of the immigrant experience to the 
richness and diversity of Brooklyn and the 

Continued on Page 5

By Bert Wilkinson 
Not many in the 15-nation Car-

ibbean Community (CARICOM) are 
talking about it but there is mount-
ing disquiet in the region about the 
very strong possibility that Ven-
ezuela’s opposition-controlled Con-
gress may well alter or even pull the 
plug on the PetroCaribe concession 
oil deal which has been available to 
member states for the past decade.

Early indications are that legisla-
tors will as early as the first few ses-
sions of the assembly next month 

begin to focus on the 2005 oil 
deal that allowed importing mem-
ber states to pay down a portion 
for shipments in cash and pay the 
rest over time or barter supplies for 
rice like Guyana did before it was 
unceremoniously booted out of the 
program in recent months.

Political chatter about the pro-
gram falling apart or being amend-
ed to reflect less favorable terms 
to Caribbean nations has been 
heightening in recent weeks espe-

Continued on Page 5

Historic swearing in at Borough Hall

There will be plenty of fun for the kids at the Kwanza celebrations. See 
story on page 25. Photo by Norman DeShong

Kwanzaa celebration

PETRO 
DEAL 

UNEASE
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By Tangerine Clarke
Deputy Consul-General of Guyana 

to New York, Mrs. Jacquelyn Hamer 
is calling on Guyanese who have not 
collected their passports dating back 
to 2009, to contact the consulate’s 
308 W 38th Street New York city 
location, urgently, during the hours 
of 9 am to 3 pm, Monday to Friday. 

Hamer, who expressed her thanks 
to this publication for the opportu-
nity to share information with the 
Guyanese community, said that the 
1400 readable passports, and origi-
nal passports that are expired, must 
be presented by owners in order to 
receive an updated one for foreign 
travel and immigration purposes. 

“Even though these passports are 
expired, citizens will still need them as 
proof of identification for a new one. 
This could be done by coming into 
the consulate, by requesting informa-
tion via email to guyanaconsulate@
hotmail.com, or by calling our office at 
(212-947-5113),” said Hamer.

The DCG, who handed over pass-
ports on Dec. 12, five weeks after the 
consulate’s first outreach program 
on Nov. 7 in Ozone Park, Queens, 
reminded undocumented citizens 
not to wait until their immigration 
status is about to change before 
applying for a passport.

She also assured citizens fear-
ful that their information would be 
shared with immigration that the 
Guyana consulate has no affiliation 
with the USCIS, and as such, will 
only process passport requests. 

“We are targeting the large undoc-
umented Guyanese population, many 
of whom the passports belong to,” 
said Hamer, who since taking office 
in September has been working dili-
gently with staff to process life cer-
tificates, powers of attorney, birth 
certificates and other documents.

“What we have found, and which 
could be related to the unclaimed 
passports also, is that citizens have 
been applying for emergency docu-
ments to travel to Guyana with the 
promise that they would uplift a 
passport while in Georgetown.” 

“But we feel many are abusing this 
service said Hamer of the passports 
that are processed in Guyana, and 
valid for five years. 

She claimed that many apply for 
the emergency document a month 
ahead of travel and then proceed on 
a vacation cruise. 

By Nelson A. King 
In keeping with this year’s theme, 

“Women Who Empower Our Nation,” 
the Internet-based group VincyCares, 
Inc. on Saturday night honored five 
outstanding Vincentian women during 
its 6th Anniversary Dinner / Dance on 
at the Friends of Crown Heights Center 
in Brooklyn. 

The group conferred its Lifetime 
Achievement Award on long-standing 
community advocate Yvonne Patter-
son for her “significant contributions 
in sports, community services, disas-
ter preparedness education and women 
development in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, and the wider Caribbean.”

VincyCares also honored Jean John-
ney-Findlay, owner / managing direc-
tor of Mijé Personal Development and 
Advertising Agency, and newly-minted 
Sports Ambassador Gailene Windsor 
for their “dedication and outstanding 
contributions to the Vincentian com-
munity” at the sell-out gala ceremony. 

Additionally, the group bestowed its 
Visionary Awards on Kimon Baptiste, 
fashion designer and chief executive 
officer of Kimmystic.Clo; and Dr. Jac-
queline P. James-Lyttle, civil engineer 
and entrepreneur, and wife of Vincen-
tian-born international soca artiste 
Kevin Lyttle, who was also present at 
the ceremony.

VincyCares, Inc. said Baptiste and 
James-Lyttle have set “the bar for career 
advancement, self-empowerment and 
strong commitment to our homeland.” 

Patterson and Baptiste were not 

present for the award, but Patterson’s 
adopted daughter Annice Bess-Culzac 
and Camille DeFreitas, daughter of Vin-
cyCares, Inc.’s treasurer Garfield “Gary” 
Palmer, accepted the award, respective-
ly, on their behalf. 

In his welcome remarks, VincyCares, 
Inc.’s president Franklin Dexter “Supa-
dex” Richards, a restauranteur and 
prominent graphics artist in Brooklyn, 
said the honorees “contributed signifi-
cantly” in shaping “the lives of many for 
the better”, and that they “have given of 
themselves unselfishly so that someone 
else can have an easier life.” 

Educator and community advocate 

Sherrill-Ann Haywood, daughter of the 
late Vincentian fast-bowling great [in 
cricket] Frank O. Mason and wife of 
renowned Vincentian community activ-
ist Maxwell Haywood, who is the chair 
of the Brooklyn-based St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines Diaspora Committee 
of New York, Inc., was the keynote 
speaker.  

VincyCares, Inc. said every contribu-
tion made to the group at the ceremony, 
which also served as one of its major 
fundraising events, “affects the life of a 
child who might otherwise be unable to 
achieve his / her educational goals.

“Think about what it means to make 
a difference in a child’s life,” said the 
group, which, over the years, has fur-
nished school supplies and scholarships 
to needy Vincentian students. “Vincy-
Cares is very grateful for your contin-
ued support to this worthy event.”

Patterson, née Ross, was born to 
Henrietta Ross and Charles Wilson on 
the Sept. 20, 1937. 

Over the years, Patterson has served 
many organizations. She was president 
of the Church Council; and a member 
of the Young Women Christian Associa-
tion (YWCA), St. Cecelia Choir and the 
British Red Cross branch of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines before becoming 
the director in 1984. 

Later, Patterson was in the forefront 
of the Red Cross becoming an inde-
pendent society, SVG Red Cross Society, 
and was appointed director general. 
She served as president of the National 
Council of Women from 1990-1993.

Vincentian group honors five 
outstanding women

Unclaimed 
passports 
at Guyana 
Consulate

Camille DeFrietas accepts award 
from VincyCares President Franklin 
Dexter “Supadex” Richards on be-
half of Kimon Baptiste. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Honorees at head table with Consul General Selmon Walters, from left: Jean Johnney-Findlay, Dr. Jacqueline 
James-Lyttle and Gailene Windsor. Photo by Nelson A. King
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Caribbean
Agricultural officials are pushing 

for heightened biosecurity on poultry 
farms across the region in a bid to pre-
vent avian influenza — better known 
as bird flu — from wiping out the mul-
timillion poultry industry.

Livestock Development Officers at 
the sub-regional office of the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO), Dr. 
Cedric Lazarus said 
there is a strong likeli-
hood that the disease 
which caused the cull-
ing of millions of tur-
keys and chicken in the United States 
earlier this year and could affect the 
region.

He warned it could devastate Car-
ibbean countries and urged regional 
farmers to prepare for such an even-
tuality.

“If it comes back to the United States 
it is likely that it could come to the Car-
ibbean and if it comes to the Caribbean 
then countries that are big producers 
if poultry like Trinidad and Tobago, 
Jamaica, Barbados, Guyana and even 
St. Lucia to a certain extent would be 
affected,” Dr. Lazarus warned 

Officials have embarked on an 
11-country region wide campaign to 
promote on-farm security.

Barbados’ representative at the Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA) Ena Harvey esti-
mated that more than 90 percent of the 
hatching eggs and chicks required in 
the production of table eggs and broiler 
meat in the Caribbean are sourced 
through the USA.

Antigua
The Antigua and Barbuda Customs 

& Excise Division has started to clamp 
down on courier service operators who 
have not presenting invoices so that 
their goods could be correctly assessed 
for duties and taxes.

Recently two businesses were fined 
EC$50,000 after customs officials dis-
covered they had undervalued items 
brought into the port.

Comptroller of Cus-
toms Raju Boddu told 
the Observer newspa-
per the imposition of 
the fine came as the authorities seek to 
prevent offending firms from abusing 
the system.

“Our internal revenue system found 
out that something was wrong with 
these courier services because they 
have all these advertisements telling 
people they will not have to pay Cus-
toms duties, just pay by the pound, 
which is ridiculous. So it’s an on-going 
review,” Boddu said.

The comptroller said under the new 
system, courier operators now have to 
present an invoice and a bill of sale for 

every item being cleared at the port and 
they are required to pay duties to the 
value of the item.

He said prior to this, they were 
charged based on estimation by the 
Customs officer on duty.

Some businessmen have, for years, 
complained that online shopping is 
threatening the survival of the tradi-
tional retailers as customers are no 
longer supporting local business.

Barbados
The Barbados government will next 

year will be moving to amend the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Act so as to allow the 
authorities to seize the assets of people 
with no legitimate source of income.

Attorney General Adriel Brathwaite, 
addressing a ruling Democratic Labor 
Party (DLP meeting recently said that 
drug barons and others engaged in 
criminal activities would not be allowed 
to flourish in Barbados.

“I want to ensure that if you see a fel-
low with a big fancy car and he doesn’t 
work anywhere, we will seize it and 
give it to the police, 
If I see him living in 
a big fancy house and 
he doesn’t work any-
where, we will seize it 
and turn it into a halfway house for peo-
ple who are drug dependent,” he said.

“We need to attack them and I intend 
to lead the charge on behalf of the peo-
ple of Barbados. We must do it,” the AG 

told supporters.
Brathwaite, who is also home affairs 

minister, said that Caribbean countries 
have been hard hit by an upsurge in 
criminal activity, not only because of 
economic challenges but because the 
region is now being used as a transship-
ment point for drugs. 

Cayman Islands
The Cayman Islands government is 

under pressure to address same sex dis-
crimination.

Premier Alden McLaughlin has 
acknowledged the urgency on the 
part of the government to address dis-
crimination in immigration legislation 
impacting same-sex couples, but he 
said the goal was to stave off the need to 
recognize same-sex unions rather than 
a step towards them.

He said the British government has 
been approached by Argentina’s ambas-
sador to the UK over the Leonardo 
Raznovich case and the failure of the 
Cayman Islands government to recog-
nize him as a legal dependent of his 
same-sex spouse.

He said the government has also 
received a letter from 
the couple’s constitu-
ency MP in the UK, 
Helen Grant, question-
ing the discrimination, 
as the pressure and criticisms mount 
over the issue.

The premier told legislators in the 

Legislative Assembly that he considered 
the issue as important as the matter of 
disclosing the beneficial ownership of 
offshore corporations.

He said he was doing his best to stop 
or at least delay an imposition by the 
UK through an Order in Council to rec-
ognize same-sex unions by addressing 
the immigration problem urgently. 

McLaughlin said it was clear that 
the regulations in the immigration law 
are discriminatory had merit and the 
government was likely to lose this argu-
ment and be forced to address the law 
anyway. 

Guyana
The Guyana government has approved 

a Guy$49 million (US$236,483) package 
to help coconut farmers fight a red 
palm mite infestation 
affecting the industry.

Minister of State 
Joseph Harmon said 
the money will be used 
to purchase chemicals, equipment and 
safety gear and provide these items to 
farmers at a subsidized cost to combat 
this infestation.

Coconut crops are located in six of 
Guyana’s l0 regions and Agriculture 
Minister Noel Holder told Cabinet that 
regions two and three were particularly 
affected by the red palm mite.

Technical teams have been deployed 
to assist farmers get rid of the pest.

Continued on Page 6

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

In this Nov. 11, 2015 fi le photo, protesters step on a campaign poster promoting presidential candidate Jove-
nel Moise, during a demonstration against offi cial preliminary election results, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. See 
story on page 14. Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery

Haitians protest election results
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NETS VS WIZARDS 

*Ticket includes stored value good for two large domestic draft beers (fans 21 and older) at any fixed concession stand.

• Game ticket
• Nets beer stein
• Two domestic draft beers*

PACKAGE INCLUDES

CALL: 855-GROUP-BK |TEXT: 855-476-8725
BROOKLYNNETS.COM/OKTOBERFEST

cially after Deputy American National 
Security Adviser Ben Rhodes warned 
the region that the U.S. will not auto-
matically step in to rescue the group of 
nations if the situation changes drasti-
cally.

“They have benefited substantially 
from Petrocaribe. We’re not going to be 
able to simply substitute American oil 
for Venezuelan oil. But what we have 
looked at is what is their energy secu-
rity,” he said.

Vice-President Joe Biden and Carib-
bean leaders had held a summit ear-
lier this year on regional energy secu-
rity issues but officials say they are not 
holding their breath about any rescue 
or concession aid package from the U.S. 
as Washington is distracted by ISIS and 
other security matters.

Still, the disquiet about what the 
future holds is mounting. Jamaican 
officials for example, are convinced that 
the program will remain intact because 
the elections were for parliamentary 
rather than for the presidency and cabi-
net level positions.

Chris Cargill, chairman of the Petro-
leum Corporation of Jamaica surpris-
ingly says that the region has some 
breathing space until general elections 
in 2019.

“The election was a parliamentary 
victory. It was not the national election 
which is due in 2019. No change can 
be executed to PetroCaribe before the 
national elections,” said Cargill.

But officials in St. Kitts, say they are 
playing a wait and see attitude to things 
Venezuelan even while admitting that 
the region has become rather comfort-
able if not dependent on the PetroCar-
ibe arrangements.

At midweek, the Guyana Times news-
paper published a piece out of Caracas 
saying legislators are adamant that they 
will alter or review the current arrange-
ments in keeping with years of rather 
passionate opposition to the arrange-
ments which were put in place by late 
socialist President Hugo Chavez.

Venezuela’s 
oil agreement

Continued from cover

entire country.
“It is my deep honor and privilege to 

welcome new citizens not just to the 
United States of America, but to the 
great borough of Brooklyn,” he said. 
“In Brooklyn, we derive strength from 
diversity, which is plentiful in a bor-
ough home to hundreds of thousands of 
foreign-born residents. 

“The beauty of Brooklyn and of 
America is the hyphen: We are African-
American, Italian-American, Muslim-
American and more,” he added. “I urge 
our new citizens to protect that hyphen, 
share their diversity, and participate 
robustly in our democratic society.” 

Nations of origin represented among 
the group of newly naturalized citizens 
were: Bangladesh, Barbados, Canada, 
China, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Hungary, Iran, Israel, Jamaica, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Mexico, Moldova, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Poland, Russia, Sier-
ra Leone, St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine 
and Uzbekistan.

“We were thrilled to join Borough 
President Adams and Assembly Member 
Ron Kim for a special citizenship oath 
ceremony at Brooklyn Borough Hall 
today,” said Steve Choi, executive direc-
tor of the New York Immigration Coali-
tion (NYIC).

The ceremony was held at the end 
of the 8th National Immigration Inte-

gration Con-
ference (NIIC), 
co-hosted by 
the NYIC and 
National Part-
nership for 
New Ameri-
cans (NPNA), 
which for the 
last three days 
gathered over 
1,300 advo-
cates, educa-
tors, policy 
makers and 
government 
o f f i c i a l s , 
among others, 

in Brooklyn.
Choi said helping all eligible New 

Yorkers achieve U.S. citizenship is a 
priority for the NYIC, the NIIC co-hosts 
and sponsors. 

“We were proud to join 48 new Ameri-
cans to witness the culmination of their 
path in the United States and celebrate 
their sacrifices along the journey, their 
commitment to this country’s ideals, 
and their excitement as they start the 
next chapter in their life,” he said. 

After remarks from Adams and Kim, 
chair of the State’s Task Force on New 
Americans and a native of South Korea, 
the new citizens received congratula-
tions, via video from President Barack 
Obama, and their certificates of citizen-
ship.

Boro Prez welcomes new citizens
Continued from cover

Deputy National Security Adviser 
for Strategic Communications and 
Speechwriting Ben Rhodes. 
 Associated Press / Charles Dharapak

Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Ad-
ams. Associated Press / 

Seth Wenig
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The red palm mites form colonies on 
the underside of leave and feed on the 
contents of the cells of the leaves. This 
feeding can cause localized yellowing of 
the leaves.

Grenada
Police in Grenada have now found 

the body of a Canadian woman who was 
missing from Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015, 
while jogging with her dog.

Assistant Superintendent Sylvan 
McIntyre of the Royal Grenada Police 
Force said several specialized units 
were involved in the search for Linnea 
Veinotte of New Bruns-
wick, who was reported 
missing.

McIntyre said the 
family dog was found 
lying on the side of the road after 
being struck by a car and they believe 
Vienotte was taken by someone driving 
a dark colored vehicle. Police said the 
dog later died.

He said they have received tips, but 
that none had helped locate Veinottee. 
The senior police officer said the car 
would have damage to the front, pos-
sibly from hitting the dog.

She was born in New Denmark and 
has a home in Nova Scotia but was 
working at St. George’s University in 

Grenada.

Jamaica
The Jamaica parliament has passed 

legislation to make it illegal for cer-
tain donors to give funding to election 
campaigns and addresses other issues 
related to campaign financing such as 
coursing funds.

Government said it brought the 
amendments to the Rep-
resentation of the Peo-
ple (Amendment) Act in 
recognition of the need 
to bolster transparency 
and accountability of elected officials 
and reduce corruption and improper 
influence in public life, which would 
encourage greater confidence in the 
political process. 

The changes are in keeping with the 
recommendations set out in the report 
on campaign financing which was pre-
pared by the Electoral Commission of 
Jamaica (ECJ).

Minister of Science, Technology, 
Energy and Mining Phillip Paulwell, 
who has responsibility for electoral mat-
ters, said changes could also be coming 
to cap on spending for candidates.

It currently stands at J$10 million 
(US$83,622) for each candidate during 
an election period.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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� ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/18 & 12/19/2015. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/2/16, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit 
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food 
& wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

ONE DAY SALE
SAT, DEC. 19, 7AM-MIDNIGHT

ALSO SHOP TODAY, DEC. 18, 7AM-MIDNIGHT
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE AT $25
VALID 12/18-12/19/2015. PLUS, FREE RETURNS. U.S. ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

GET IT BY CHRISTMAS
WHEN YOU ORDER ON MACYS.COM BY NOON EST ON 12/23 AND CHOOSE PREMIUM SHIPPING

DOORBUSTERS
FRIDAY & SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM

DEALS OF THE DAY
SPECIALLY SELECTED ITEMS PRICED SO LOW YOU DON’T NEED A SAVINGS PASS!  

AVAILABLE ALL DAY, BOTH DAYS! 

LATE-BREAKING SPECIALS 
WE’VE NEGOTIATED SOME AMAZING LAST-MINUTE DEALS JUST FOR THIS EVENT.  

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED, GET THEM WHILE YOU CAN!

��YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD MAY NOT BE: redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account. If a purchase used 
to accumulate macy’s money is returned, Macy’s reserves the right to void the macy’s money reward card or reduce the corresponding value. For more information, go to macys.com/macysmoney

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 THROUGH WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 
NOW IS THE TIME TO USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY ONLINE OR IN-STORE  
COMBINE THEM WITH COUPONS & SALE PRICES! EVEN ON OUR BEST BRANDS—
INCLUDING COSMETICS & FRAGRANCES! See below for details.

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM

CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY
Excludes: Excludes: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic 
apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, Jack Spade, jewelry trunk shows, Kate Spade, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/locations, New Era, Nike on Field, The North Face, previous 
purchases, Samsung watches, selected licensed depts., services, special orders, special purchases, Tumi. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening 
a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash 
value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $25 OR MORE. 

$1O OFF
VALID 12/18 ‘TIL 2PM OR  
12/19/15 ‘TIL 2PM.

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

$2O OFFYOUR PURCHASE 
OF $5O OR MORE. 

VALID 12/18 ‘TIL 2PM OR  
12/19/15 ‘TIL 2PM.

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS
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By Laura Andrews
A first generation Caribbean Ameri-

can is not preoccupied with the Islam-
ist rebels recent or largest attacks. Nor 
is he directing his attention to the U.S. 
military failed attempt to capture hos-
tages in Yemen, due to a delayed effort. 
Troubling to the Haitian American is 
the spike in deaths caused by gun vio-
lence throughout the U.S. Rather than 
attend one of the Organizing for Action 
(OFA) Stand with Women, Health Care, 
Expanding Equality, Economic Oppor-
tunity, Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform or Climate Change events, in 
his borough of Queens, Steven Cidelca 
decided to stay in his hometown of 
Cambria Heights, N.Y. and focus on an 
issue impacting his middle-class com-
munity, which is gun violence.

Attending one of his first OFA Gun 
Violence Prevention activities in the 
predominantly Caribbean community 
of Cambria Heights, Cidelca concurs 
with the grassroots based OFA and 
its more than 250 chapters that there 
needs to be an immediate action by 
Congress on the issue of gun violence 
prevention,

Cidelca expressed that people need 
to be educated on gun violence preven-

tion and background checks, as well as 
matters like closing the No-fly loop-
hole, which places restrictions in one 
area yet opens the door to individuals 
in this category to enter a store and 
purchase a gun. “What could possibly 
be the argument for allowing a ter-
rorist suspect to buy a semi-automatic 
weapon,” President Barack Obama has 

stated.
Cidelca sees a victory in limited 

access to firearms. “The innocent are 
too often subjected to a casualty,” said 
Cidelca, at the OFA Gun Violence Pre-
vention session in Cambria Heights, 
Queens. “Children sometimes find a 
gun in the comfort of their home 
and cause harm,” he said, during an 
interview. “This is the tragedy of gun 
violence,” Cidelca added. “Once you are 
holding a gun, you are holding a life,” 
he said, as OFA supporters held signs 
advocating for restricting use of guns 
in the U.S.

The group of mostly young-interest-
ed supporters expressed their disdain 
for the continuous confrontations with 
real-life tragic incidents caused by the 
use of illegal guns. Cidelca, a long-
time fashion photographer, believes 
that “ignorance of the use of guns will 
always risk someone’s life.”

Despite the steady stream of leg-
islation to reduce the proliferation of 
guns, in the U.S., due to blockage by 
Congress, President Obama vows to 
be vigilant in his efforts on the issue 
and determined to right the wrongs in 
proceeding with laws to prevent open 
access to acquisition to guns.

By Azad Ali
The Trinidad and Tobago High 

court in a historic ruling has declared 
Trinidadian Kareem Ibrahim a ter-
rorist.

Ibrahim was convicted in the 
United States and sentenced to life 
imprisonment in 2012 for plotting to 
blow up the John F Kennedy Airport 
in New York. 

The Office of the Attorney General 
had made an application under Sec-
tion 22(b) of the Anti-Terrorism Act 
(205) to have Ibrahim, 70, listed as 
a terrorist and to put a freeze on his 
assets.

The order came days after the 
application was made last month at 
the Hall of Justice in Port of Spain as 
the state seeks to implement existing 
legislation to combat the issue of ter-
rorism given the increase in terrorist 
activities internationally.

In its application, which was filed 
on Nov. 24, the state included evi-
dence which was used to convict 
Abrahim and two of his co-conspir-
ators of plotting an attack in the air-
port in 2007. That information was 
provided by the United States Justice 
Department earlier this year.

Caribbean American joins battle 
against gun violence

Young attendees at OFA Gun Vio-
lence Prevention activity in Cambria 
Heights. Photo by Laura Andrews

Trinidadian court 
declares Kareem 

Ibrahim a terrorist
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By Joseph Chamie
Dec. 9, 2015 (IPS) - Pen-

sionable retirement ages 
and government pension 
programs have been estab-
lished for men and women 
in countries around the 
world. Nevertheless, retire-
ment remains an unlikely 
option for most people.

Nearly half – 48 per cent 
– of all people above pen-
sionable age do not receive 
a pension, according to 
the International Labour 
Organization. And for many 
who do, the pension levels 
are inadequate. Consequent-
ly, the majority of world’s 
elderly, especially women 
who more often work out-
side the formal labor force, 
lack income security, have 
to work as long as they can 
and in many instances are 
obliged to rely on family for 
support and assistance.

Old age pensionable 
retirement is a relatively 
recent social institution. 
Throughout most of the past 
workers by and large contin-
ued to work until death or 
major disability. They were 
obliged to continue working 
to due to the absence of pen-
sion systems, little accumu-
lated personal savings and 
low life expectancies.

In 1889 Otto von Bis-
marck introduced the 
world’s first national pen-
sion program for workers, 
setting the pensionable age 
at 70, many years beyond 
the Germany’s life expect-
ancy at birth. In 1935 the 
United States established 
its social security program 
with the normal pension-
able age set at 65, or about 
three years beyond U.S. life 
expectancy at that time.

Today virtually all coun-

tries recognize in principle 
the right to income secu-
rity in old age, including 
the right to an adequate 
social security pension. And 
nearly all governments have 
established pensionable 
retirement ages and pen-
sion programs that vary 
considerably by eligibility, 
scope, contributions, cred-
its, coverage, benefits, taxes, 
bonuses, penalties, etc.

The current range of 
normal, pensionable retire-
ment ages worldwide covers 
a span of 20 years, varying 
from a low of age 50 to a 
high of 70 years. Most of the 
retirement ages, however, 
are concentrated at 60 and 
65, and also 55 for many 
women.

The lowest pensionable 
retirement ages of 50 and 
55 are typically in develop-
ing countries with compar-
atively low life expectancies. 
In about twenty countries, 
mostly in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, retirement ages exceed 
life expectancies at birth.

Also in high mortality 

countries, such as Ango-
la, Chad, and Nigeria, the 
chances of a 15-year-old 
dying before reaching age 
60 are about 1in 3. And in 
some extreme cases, such 
as Lesotho and Swaziland, 
more than half of 15-year 
olds are not expected to sur-
vive to age 60.

The highest pensionable 
retirement ages of 65 or 
older are in wealthy devel-
oped countries with high 
life expectancies at birth. In 
many instances, life expect-
ancies at birth in developed 
countries are more than 
10 years greater than the 
retirement ages.

The chances of a 15-year 
old not reaching age 60 in 
the low-mortality countries, 
such as Italy, Japan and 
Sweden, are comparatively 
low, about 1 in 20. In addi-
tion, average life expectancy 
at age 65 among the more 
developed countries is 17 
years for men and 21 years 
for women.

Due to their lower mor-
tality rates, women typi-
cally live longer than men. 
However, in no country are 
pensionable retirement ages 
higher for women than for 
men. In about two-thirds 
of the countries or roughly 
half the world’s population, 
including Australia, Cana-
da, Egypt, France, Germa-
ny, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Mexico and United States, 
women and men have the 
same retirement ages.

In contrast, one-quarter 
of the countries, including 
Argentina, Austria, Brazil, 
Chile, China, Iran, Israel, 
Pakistan, Poland, Russia 
and Saudi Arabia, have set 
women’s retirement age five 

By Robert Politzer
As the owner of a construc-

tion company, I’m angry that 
politicians say we can’t do any-
thing about climate change 
because it would hurt busi-
ness. From my perspective, not 
doing enough about climate 
change is already hurting busi-
ness — and will do much more 
damage in the future.

Here’s just one small exam-
ple: When we prepare a bid 
for a construction project, we 
typically start by providing line 
item pricing for all of our gen-
eral conditions expenses. These 
usually include things like 
project supervision and labor, 
waste disposal and equipment 
rental. In the past (We’ve in 
business since 1998), we did 
not have to include costs for 
protection against the ele-
ments. Sure, we always antici-
pated having to cover parts of 
a jobsite with tarps for water-
proofing, but this was never 
enough of a cost to identify it as 
its own line item. It just wasn’t 
significant.

However, in recent years we 
see that the rainstorms that 
bear down on our projects are 
more intense. Conventional 
blue tarps that are inexpensive 
and that we have used for years 
no longer protect our jobsites 
from such intense rainstorms. 
So we have had to purchase 
new hurricane-strength tarps 
and to put much more time 
into securing these tarps to our 
jobsites to effectively water-
proof them.

The new tarps cost nearly 10 
times what conventional tarps 
cost, and the additional labor 

time adds up to thousands of 
dollars per project. So now all 
of our bids for new construc-
tion projects include a new line 
item that we call “protection 
against the elements.” This line 
item is listed as an allowance, 
which means that we will bill 
for all the work required, but 
will have no idea how much 
work and cost will be incurred 
given the increasingly unpre-
dictable and intense storms. 

Our situation is not unique. 
According to the EPA, “In 
recent years, a higher percent-
age of precipitation in the Unit-
ed States has come in the form 
of intense single-day events. 
Nationwide, nine of the top 10 
years for extreme one-day pre-
cipitation events have occurred 
since 1990.The occurrence of 
abnormally high annual pre-
cipitation totals (as defined 
by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration) 
has also increased.” 

In fact, these trends are 
exactly what the climate 
change models of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) have been 
predicting. Simply put, the 
enormous increase in green-
house gas (GHG) emissions, 
most notably carbon dioxide 
and methane, from the burn-
ing of fossil fuels (oil, coal and 
natural gas) has resulted in a 
greater amount of heat from 
the sun being trapped inside 
the Earth’s atmosphere. With 
greater heat, the atmosphere 
temporarily stores more water 
that later falls in greater-inten-
sity storms.
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Women’s lower 
retirement ages are 
not advantageous 

in terms of pension 
benefits, as many 

women have 
work histories 
interrupted by 
childbearing 
and family 

responsibilities 
and consequently 

accumulate 
fewer pension-

contributing years 
than men.

Retirement unlikely 
option for most people

Construction costs and 
the price of carbon



Caribbean Life, December 18-24, 2015 11  BQ

We all know that Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
is the conservative rock of the 
court. But he is oftentimes 
acknowledged to be something 
of a scholar as well. And to some 
of us it cannot but register a bit 
odd that an allegedly scholarly 
guy, regardless of where he’s 
anchored ideologically, could 
get it so uniformly wrong with 
respect to issues intended to 
effect darkness-to-light modi-
fications of the country’s social 
fabric. Over the years he’s been 
there, in matters before the 
court having to do with the dis-
advantaged position or plight 
of people of color, Scalia’s has 
generally not been among the 
votes for forward movement. 
And he certainly moved true to 
form in his controversial pro-
nouncement last week, that the 
nation’s better institutions are 
not necessarily where African 
American students belong.  

During oral arguments for 
a case centered on the dispro-
portionately low enrollment of 
African American students at 
the University of Texas, Justice 
Scalia came up with, essen-
tially, the shocking observa-

tion that perhaps that’s how it 
should be. He first couched his 
very reactionary take on black 
admissions in the innocuous 
and non-indicting context of 
“There are those who contend” 
that “less advanced” or “slower-
track” schools better serve the 
needs of African American stu-
dents. But Scalia’s subsequent, 
more personalized comment 
let it all hang out: “I am not 
impressed that the University 
of Texas may have fewer blacks. 
Maybe it ought to.” So there! 
Behold the unvarnished senti-
ments of one of the nine who 
constitute the country’s ulti-
mate forum of judicial review. 

In the circumstances, it 
probably would have been bet-
ter had Scalia simply held his 
fire and come down, when the 
time came, on his customar-
ily negative side of appropri-
ately addressing matters of this 
nature. The body politic (part 
of it, anyway) could have done 
without the broadside he was 
moved to unleash, implicitly 
endorsing, as one of his many 
critics noted, the vulgar racial 
inferiority concept. 

Scalia would likely insist that 

this and other heated responses 
to his remarks are off-target 
blasts that misrepresent what 
he would submit to be construc-
tive criticism of folks opposed to 
how the University of Texas and 
others handle the black / white 
admissions issue. We don’t buy 
it. We reject out of hand any 
attempt to paint Scalia’s utter-
ance as other than issuing from 
a deep-seated conviction that 
yesterday’s separate and unequal 
practice was inherently correct. 
Capitol Hill frontliners duly 
weighed in, evidently immune 
to any sugarcoating try that 
might ensue. Senate Minority 
Leader Harry Reid said of Scalia 
that his remarks were racist 
in application, if not in intent. 
House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi went further, suggesting 
that Scalia should recuse him-
self from cases involving racial 
discrimination, having so bla-
tantly displayed his bias. 

That any given school’s stu-
dent population would include 
some students (of all ethnicities) 
more challenged by the workload 
than others is hardly a matter in 
dispute. To make African Ameri-
can admissions via Affirmative 
Action the bogeyman in this and 
suggest that, alternatively, they 
should be funneled to “slower 
track” institutions “where they 
do well” is manifestly prejudicial. 
And it likely would be revealed 
to emanate from a pre-Brown 
v Board of Education sensibil-
ity which, we well know, does 
persist.

It’s also ironic that this par-
ticular volley from Scalia would 
come during the presidency of 
one Barack Obama, as solid an 
inspiration for academic ascend-
ancy among persons of color as 
there’s ever been. Given their 
way, Scalia and those advocates 
of an alternative academic path 
for African Americans would 
have considered an Obama a 
candidate for the “slowertrack” 
option, as opposed to Columbia 
and Harvard. It remains only 
for the folks championing this 
obfuscation of what we believe to 
be racially engendered maneu-

vering, to demand of the likes of 
Obama, as did Donald Trump, 
that proof be provided of aca-
demic success at elite schools. 

In a perfect world, an Afri-
can American member among 
the court brethren would be the 
perfect foil for Scalia’s thinly 
veiled racial intemperance. One 
could only imagine the response 
it would have elicited from the 
lion of yesteryear, Justice Thur-
good Marshall. Sadly, no such 
luck with the African Ameri-
can insultingly installed as Mar-
shall’s replacement back in 1991. 
Clarence Thomas, to the con-
trary, is generally seen as a faith-
ful Scalia disciple, almost always 
voting the way Scalia does as he 
continues his run as the most 
highly placed symbol of embar-
rassment to have befallen peo-
ple of color, perhaps in living 
memory. 

Justice Scalia’s outrageous 
call for African American stu-
dents to seek out institutions of 
lesser standards to better serve 
their needs only provides further 
confirmation of where he’s com-
ing from…which we’ve always 
known to be an unenlightened 
and downright ugly place. 

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Scalia again looks to reverse progress

With two chances to win for $1, we make 
more New Yorkers rich than any other game.
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It’s clear to me that climate change 
resulting from greater greenhouse gas 
emissions is hurting my business with 
direct and quantifiable costs.

So who should pay for these costs? 
My clients? Me? The government? How 
about the responsible party: the fossil 
fuel industry?

In a responsible market economy, 
costs are included in the pricing struc-
ture and so the producers are respon-
sible for them. But in our current dys-
functional market, the costs of climate 
change have been hidden, and pro-
ducers have received windfall profits. 
Economists call these hidden costs, 
externalities. I call them unfair and 
irresponsible.

One simple way to pay for these costs 
and hold those who pollute responsible 
would be to put a price on carbon. And 
it might be politically possible, even in 
today’s current political atmosphere. 
At a recent summit of the American 

Sustainable Business Council (ASBC), 
a libertarian panelist expressed his con-
cerns about externalized costs and his 
interest in a price on carbon.

Imagine a scenario in which these 
carbon fees — potentially in the hun-
dreds of billions of dollars — were allo-
cated toward infrastructure projects 
that are known to create very high-pay-
ing jobs along with a corporate and per-
sonal tax cut. The economic stimulus 
from this program would be enormous 
and we would get a major push toward 
a more sustainable energy sector and a 
more sustainable economy.

We could right the dysfunctional 
market and address climate change in a 
profound way. Now that would be good 
for business.

Politzer is president and CEO of 
Greenstreet Inc., a construction and 
development firm that specializes in 
high performance buildings, based 
in New York City. Source: American 
Forum

Continued from page 10 

years less than men’s. In the remaining 
countries, which include Bangladesh, 
Czech Republic, Italy, Switzerland, 
Turkey and United Kingdom, women’s 
retirement ages are one to four years 
less than men’s.

A possible explanation for lower pen-
sionable retirement ages of women is to 
permit couples to retire at approximate-
ly the same time given that women are 
usually younger than their spouses. 
However, women’s lower retirement 
ages are not advantageous in terms of 
pension benefits, especially as many 
women have work histories interrupted 
by childbearing and family responsibili-
ties and consequently accumulate fewer 
pension-contributing years than men.

In countries providing general social 
security pensions for their elderly, gov-
ernment budgets have remained largely 
in the black during past decades. This 
is primarily due to favorable popula-
tion age structures, which provided 
many pension-contributing people in 
the working ages and relatively few eld-
erly persons drawing benefits.

For instance, whereas developed 
countries in the mid-20th century had 
more than eight people in the working 
ages (15 to 64) for each elderly person 
(aged 65 and older), the current ratio is 
slightly less than four. By the year 2050 
the ratio for the developed countries 
is projected to fall to two working age 
people per elderly person.

With the changing demographics, 
notably fewer workers per elderly person 
and increasing longevity, many govern-
ments are concerned that red ink budg-

ets for the elderly are arriving in the 
near term. Avoiding the red ink threat 
to the sustainability of retirement sys-
tems poses major social, economic and 
political challenges, especially for many 
of the oldest countries, such as Greece, 
Italy, Japan and Spain.

A general aim of governments is 
to control the growing expenditures 
for the elderly. More than half of all 
countries and most developed countries 
have adopted changes during the past 
five years to increase the pensionable 
retirement age or reform pension sys-
tems, including reducing retiree ben-
efits, increasing contribution levels and 
rates, encouraging work beyond normal 
retirement age, and linking retirement 
ages to life expectancies.

Continuing to increase retirement 
ages would certainly reduce govern-
mental pension expenditures for the 
elderly. Among the OECD countries, 
for example, retirement ages have 
increased by several years, with 67 
becoming the new 65 in many coun-
tries. Some countries are also consider-
ing moving towards a retirement age 
of 70, including the Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Ireland, Italy and the United 
Kingdom.

However, such increases in pension-
able retirement ages are generally not 
sufficient in themselves to offset the 
effects of population ageing and increas-
ing longevity. In order to maintain 
today’s ratios of workers to the elderly, 
retirement ages would need to be raised 
by more than just a few years, which 
would be very difficult politically.

Continued from page 10 

Pension reform needed

Putting a price on carbon
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By David McFadden
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 

(AP) _ Protesters have streamed 
into the capital’s streets in 
recent weeks in sometimes vio-
lent rallies to back opposition 
demands for an independent 
recount of the first round of 
Haiti’s presidential vote and 
immediate changes to an elec-
toral council.

That fervor isn’t shared by 
many in this impoverished 
country, however, and ana-
lysts worry widespread voter 
apathy is threatening the lat-
est attempt to shore up Haiti’s 
fragile democracy. The malaise 
during this year’s three-round 
electoral cycle is occurring 
while nearly all public offices 
are up for grabs.

Food vendor Minouche Jean 
didn’t vote in the first round of 
the presidential election in late 
October and won’t cast a ballot 
in the runoff that is scheduled 
for Dec. 27. She has no interest 
in a process that seems to mat-
ter so little in her daily life.

“It’s a waste of my time to 

go stand in line for hours and 
get nothing in return,” she said 
while arranging small bags 
of rice and sugar on a wood-
en stand in a Port-au-Prince 
shantytown. “I have to make 
money.”

Campaigning for the Dec. 
27 runoff is technically under 
way, but so far only one presi-
dential candidate appears to be 
running. The first round’s No. 
2 finisher, Jude Celestin, has 
alleged “massive fraud” in favor 
of the government-backed con-
tender and his opposition alli-
ance threatens to unravel the 
vote. The top finisher, Jovenel 
Moise of outgoing President 
Michel Martelly’s Tet Kale party, 
is campaigning and complains 
critics are not providing evi-
dence to support accusations of 
vote-rigging.

Jean’s dim view of the demo-
cratic process appears to be 
widely held judging by inter-
views conducted across the 
country by The Associated 
Press. That deep sense of voter 
disenchantment suggests the 

already low turnout for the 
October vote will be repeated in 
the presidential runoff. Only 18 
percent turned out for the first 
legislative round in August.

“If you vote in Haiti, you get 
betrayed,” said Chery Anozier, 
pausing as he made spicy pea-
nut paste on a hand-cranked 
grinder along the side of a 
dusty road. “I cannot put my 
trust in these politicians.”

There are many theories 
for such sentiments: a lack 
of inspiring candidates; exas-
peration with broken promises 
and years of political infight-
ing; suspicions that electoral 
officials will falsify results or 
that leaders are chosen by the 
foreign governments funding 
the vote.

James Morrell, director of 
the Washington-based Haiti 
Democracy Project, said the 
mood runs from “apathy to 
resentment to conscious boy-
cott after so many disappoint-
ments.”

Roughly 1.5 million votes 
were cast in the presidential 

Many in Haiti expect to sit out 
presidential runoff election

A man dressed in military fatigues, carrying a fake weapon 
and posing as an offi cer, center, marches with the real po-
lice as they follow a protest against the country’s electoral 
council in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Saturday Dec. 12, 2015. 
 Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery

contest’s first round Oct. 25, 
or just 26 percent of Haiti’s 5.8 
million registered voters.

And Haitian observer groups 
suspect most of those votes 
were cast by “mandataires,” 
political party workers told 
to be at polling stations. The 
groups note the Provisional 
Electoral Council issued over 
900,000 accreditations for 
political party representatives.

The turnout was roughly 
similar to the 2010 presiden-
tial election, but that vote was 
held in the wake of a devastat-
ing earthquake that killed as 

many as 300,000 people, made 
more than a million homeless 
and left Haitians fixated more 
on survival than politics. The 
election in 2006 had 60 percent 
turnout.

Those who did cast ballots 
in October and August evoked 
a sense of civic duty. But even 
that feeling isn’t always enough 
to get people to voting centers.

Irilien Cejour, a welder in 
the central town of Mirebalais, 
said he considers voting a citi-
zen’s duty, but he was so unin-
spired by the 54 candidates on 

Continued on Page 28
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By Kenton X. Chance
ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, Dec. 5, 

2015 (IPS) - Antiguan Veroni-
ca Yearwood no longer panics 
when she hears that the rain-
fall forecast for the tiny Carib-
bean island is again lower than 
average rainfall.

Not because she is a hydrolo-
gist in the water department 
of the Antigua Public Utilities 
Authority. “We went passed 
that stage. We did panic, but 
we have now settled down to 
the reality that the drought 
is really going to be a very 
bad one; it’s not going to end 
tomorrow,” she told IPS.

“So we’ve decided to look 
at ways to mitigate, use what 
we have sufficiently,” Yearwood 
said.

Antigua, a 108.5-square mile 
island of 80,000 people in the 
northern Caribbean, has been 
experiencing severe drought 
conditions for the past two 
years.

“All of our surface water 
catchments are bone dry. Our 
aquifers have shown a decline 
in the level of the water, and 
we’ve moved from 60 per cent 
desalination to 90 per cent 
desalination,” Yearwood told 

IPS, adding that citizens are 
coping “as best as they can.”

“We have rationing sched-
ules,” she said, adding that 
some residents of the island 
harvest and store rainwater.

“And in some cases, when-
ever the water is on, I need to 
top it up, so I top up my stor-
age. That’s basically how we 
survive. I tell my household we 
are in a severe drought so we 
have to ration and we have to 
conserve,” she said.

“Two years we have been 
in a drought in Antigua. Most 
persons did not believe it, until 
now we are seeing the physical 
evidence of it.

“There is absolutely no water 
in the catchment. The farmers 
are crying. Some farmers who 
have never ever had the munic-
ipal water have been applying 
for the service. They have never 
seen it so bad before and this is 
the worst in my tenure that I 
have seen,” said Yearwood, who 

has been a hydrologist for more 
than 30 years.

But the climate outlook for 
the Caribbean region for the 
six months ending May 2016 
will bring no comfort to Anti-
guans and other Caribbean 
nationals who have also been 
battling drought conditions.

At the biannual Caribbean 
Climate Outlook Forum (Car-
iCOF) held here Nov. 26-27, 
ahead of the dry season, which 
traditionally runs from Decem-

ber to May, forecasters said 
that most of the Caribbean is 
expected to have lower than 
average rainfall.

“For the upcoming dry sea-
son, we are expecting above 
normal temperatures for the 
entire region,” Elmo Burke, 
senior meteorological officer at 
the St. Kitts Air and Seaports 
Authority told IPS on the side-
lines of the CariCOF.

He says the northern islands 
of the Lesser Antilles chain 
all the way down to Trinidad, 
just off the South American 
mainland, are expected to have 
below normal rainfall.

Caribbean nations west of 
Puerto Rico, however, can 
expect above normal pre-
cipitation for the next three 
months.

“As it relates to the drought 
conditions, the majority of the 
island chain is expected to be 
under a drought warning,” 
Burke said.

Certain parts of Puerto Rico 
will be under a drought emer-
gency.

CariCOF brings togeth-
er weather forecasters, water 
resource managers, and agri-

Antigua: Surrounded by sea but catchments are empty

Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,  
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

15 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 
1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

Less than average rainfall across the Caribbean is expected to have a negative impact on 
agriculture and could see food prices increase in 2016. Inter Press Service / Kenton X. Chance

Continued on Page 28
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.
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By Alley Olivier
There’s more to Caribbean 

cuisine than just rice and peas. 
St. Lucian born Chef Shorne 
Benjamin is going against the 
popular rice grains to prove 
just that with his modern take 
on Caribbean-infused dishes. 

Benjamin takes Caribbean 
food to the next level adopting 
a new style he calls “new age 
Caribbean.” 

According to Benjamin, “I’ve 
seen how Caribbean cuisine 
hasn’t been taken to the next 
level in terms of it still being 
in the old times of grandmoth-
er and grandfather cooking. 
I’m just more or less taking a 
contemporary approach to it 
where I’m infusing world fla-
vors with a Caribbean flare.”

Influenced by his Caribbean 
heritage, Benjamin’s career 
leaped forward following his 
graduation from the French 
Culinary Institute, New York. 
Since completing the prestig-
ious program, he has worked 
alongside Master Chef Jean 
George at ABC Restaurant, 
James Jermyn at Maloney & 
Porcelli, and many other insti-
tutions that have influenced 
his diverse cooking style.

His modern approach relies 
on respecting the food so that 
he can play with flavors — 
old and new — to represent 
his Caribbean heritage with 
a twist.

Like an artist who plays with 
various paints to achieve a cer-
tain color, Benjamin swaps out 
usual ingredients such as rice, 

a Caribbean staple, for Farrell 
— a similar grain.

“I have a unique style,” he 
explained. “Instead of using 
rice I would use Farrell, which 
is a healthier grain. I will sur-
prise you with that.”

Also in his surprise arsenal 
is his take on oxtail, which he 
braises, and serves with an 
eggplant ragout. 

Heading into 2016, Ben-
jamin will return home to St. 
Lucia where he will participate 
in a guest chef series at Cap 
Maison Hotel from Jan. 15–17. 

“This hotel invites chefs 
of different calibers to come 
down to the hotel, like a culi-
nary tour. It just so happen 
that I’m actually from St. 
Lucia and from what I’ve been 

doing they figured I’d be a 
good candidate to kick off the 
new series,” he said. 

His audience will be a mix 
of native St. Lucians and those 
visiting – a crowd he much 
enjoys serving as the reactions 
vary but all conclude that the 
food is good. 

“I’ve done events where it’s 
strictly a Caucasian crowd and 

you bring a Caribbean flare 
to them and they’re like wow. 
You find that the natives will 
look at it and say this is not 
traditional but they conform 
to it and can respect it,” he 
said. 

Chef Benjamin’s cuisine can 
be tasted through his personal 
catering company, Shorcu-
linaire.
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Chef Shorne Benjamin is a St. Lucian native who wants to Caribbean cuisine to the next level.  Photo by Megan Swann

Caribbean cuisine is more than rice and peas
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By Laura Andrews
To a predominantly Carib-

bean and African-American 
packed room at The Greater 
Allen A.M.E. Cathedral of New 
York in Queens, N.Y., U.S. Army 
National Guard Sergeant Teri 
said emphatically that, “A dis-
aster is going to happen.” Tech-
nical, national and man-made 
disasters were the three forms 
of catastrophes he highlighted. 

“We have the highest poten-
tial for disaster,” he unequivo-
cally stated. “I am here to give 
you a reality check. We are sur-
rounded by water. If you live 
near a flood zone, you need to 
start thinking about a disas-
ter.” He noted preparation takes 
time. However, he assured the 
attentive group advance plan-
ning involves simple steps.such 
as meeting with your family. 
Have a place to meet, if a dis-
aster occurs, he stressed. Take 
your animals with you. Build 
an emergency supply kit. Be 
aware of NY-ALERT - an emer-
gency notification service. Be 

proactive and get involved by 
helping a neighbor, he strong-
ly encouraged the estimated 
near-capacity throng, accord-
ing to one of the event’s organ-
izer (The Greater Allen A.M.E. 
Cathedral of New York Ministry 
Security) member real estate 
agent Shirley Phipps

Despite the intensity of the 

subject, the lecturer calmly 
mentioned immediate action 
to take. He suggested to the 
attendees to start condensing 
combustible material scat-
tered throughout their prop-
erty. Update smoke detectors to 
coincide with an anniversary or 
birthday. Be prepared to turn 
off electricity, gas and water 
and if a ladder or toolbox is 
needed, as support, have it in 
the vicinity.

Among the priceless hodgep-
odge of advice dispensed at this 
free-and-open-to-the- public 
training was, start digitizing 
pictures and important docu-
ments. Learn CPR. Often water 
needs to be heated, boil it for 
at least two minutes. If your a 
neighbor is trapped, stay calm 
and talk to her and remain visi-
ble. If evacuation is mandatory, 
leave a noticeable note.

Although organizing for a 
disaster is a challenging proc-
ess, Teri urged every mem-
ber to build an individualized 
Emergency Survival Kit for at 

least seven to 10 days. A few 
of the updated items it should 
contain are:

.Food sustainable

.Hygiene Products 

.Tools

.A backpack to be used 
for evacuation
.4” x 4” Gauze
.Ace Bandage
Roll of Medical Tape
.Antiseptic Wipes
.Bottle of Saline
.Medical Gloves
.Assorted Band-aids
.Whistle
.Work Gloves

.Eye Goggles

.Emergency Blanket

.Extra Batteries

.Dust Mask

.Sanitation Wipes

.Manual Can Opener

.Flashlight including 
batteries
.Multi-tool with pliers
.Crank-Operated Emergency
Radio
.Reflective Vest
.Sleeping Bag
For additional information 

on how to get involved with 
volunteer programs and online 
training, visit prepare.ny.gov.

Sergeant Alvarez (l) and Da-
vis.

Queens community 
prepares for a disaster
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From left,  Rev. Brenda G. Archer; U.S. Army National 
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and Mrs. Audrey Edwards.
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S M E L L  G A S .  A C T  F A S T .
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

  S IGNS  OF  A  GAS  LEAK
• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.

• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 
blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

  WHAT TO DO IF  YOU DETECT A  GAS LEAK
• Leave immediately and take others with you.
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• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition.

• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.

• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.

• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   
BEFORE YOU DIG,  CALL 811

There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
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charge to you.

  L E A R N  M O R E
For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM
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By Nelson A. King
The Bronx-based St. Matth-

ias Charities Inc. recently held 
its 4th annual fundraising 
Prayer Breakfast at the Friends 
of Crown Heights Educational 
Center in Brooklyn.

“The breakfast was well 
attended and was a success,” 
Pastor Robert McBarnett, the 
group’s founder and president, 
told Caribbean Life. “The St. 
Matthias Charities, Inc. would 
like to thank all its supporters 
for their continuous support.”

McBarnett particularly com-
mended Jamaican gospel artiste 
Croswell Daley, as well as Pas-
tor Cornelius Olive, the Rev. Dr. 
Roxie Irish, and the Rev. Cash 
and Pastor Joseph (first names 
not given) of Crown Heights 
Gospel Church for “their con-
tinuous support.” 

Daley and Cash sang at the 
event, and Olive and Irish, who 
is also president of the Unit-
ed Vincie Cultural Group of 
Brooklyn, offered prayers. 

McBarnett had just returned 
from home, where he donat-

ed two EKG machines to 
the Milton Cato Memorial 
Hospital (MCMH) in King-
stown, the Vincentian capi-
tal. 

He said the St. Matthias 
Charities Inc.’s long term 
goal is to raise funds for 
the donation of a broncho-
scope to the MCMH that 
will cost US$45-50,000.

Over the years, the 
group has been donating 
medical supplies to the 
MCMH and other health-
care facilities in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, and 
school and other supplies 
to schools and communi-
ties throughout the nation, 
McBarnett said. 

“As we continue to grow 
we would continue to look 
for opportunities to help 
the hospital and schools,” 
he said. 

The group’s Annual Din-
ner will be held on April 
23, 2016 at the Friends of 
Crown Heights Education-
al Center. 

St. Vincent group holds 
successful fundraiser

Above: Guest pastor Bishop 
Cumberbatch delivers his mes-
sage. Right: Newly-minted 
Sports Ambassador and former 
national netball captain Stella 
Boyea-Ashby (c) with former 
teachers at the Richmond Hill 
Government School, renamed 
Thomas Saunders Secondary 
School, Joslyn Burnett (L) and 
Doffl yn King. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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CONEY ISLAND

STEEPLECHASE PLAZA
Starting at 9pm

Starting at 11pm

PROSPECT HEIGHTS
GRAND ARMY PLAZA 

ONE BROOKLYN NEW YEAR’S EVE
Countdown to 2016

One celebration - Two locations
with fireworks and live entertainment

DECEMBER 31, 2015
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     Explore places you’ve never been 
before…

Enjoy some real home cooking...

  Not to mention, there’ll be lots of parties, 
festivals, and music events islandwide!

        
You’ve been away for too long and we miss you.

We look forward to welcoming you home for the holidays.



Caribbean Life, December 18-24, 2015 25  BQ

By Amun
New Jersey Performing Arts 

Center (NJPAC) is presenting a 
major family day Kwanzaa Fes-
tival Celebration on Saturday, 
Dec. 19. The acclaimed Forces 
of Nature Dance Theatre, under 
the direction of Abdel Salaam 
will headline the day with their 
special guest, renowned poet, 
author, and educator, Sonia 
Sanchez with two performanc-
es at 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm in 
NJPAC’s Victory Theatre. The 
festival features a fun-filled day 
of free activities and perform-
ances for the entire family start-
ing at noon.

The festival includes a vari-
ety of activities and programs, 
which reflect the traditions of 
family, community and cul-
tural of the African diaspo-
ra. There will be workshops 
exploring African dance and 
music, storytelling, jewelry 
making, and drumming for 
both adults and children, all 
part of “Our Arts and Crafts 

Village,” which will be open all 
day. To compliment this whole 
effort the Artisan Marketplace 
will be open offering one-stop 
shopping to fulfill all your holi-
day gift–giving needs.

Another highlight for the 
day will be NJPAC’s Annual 
Kwanzaa Tribute to the Elders. 

This year the honorees are: 
Earl “Street Doctor” Best, 
founder of Street Warriors, 
Inc.; Deborah Smith Gregory, 
retired Newark Public School 
teacher and NAACP Newark 
chapter president; and Stanley 
Terrell, former Star-Ledger 
editor, author and journalist.

By Tangerine Clarke
The Guyanese community 

was thrown in a frenzy, when 
Guyanese contestant Lisa 
Punch won the talent compe-
tition at the Miss World 2015 
pageant in Sanya, China, after 
reaching the top 13 among 
more than 100 contestants 
from around the world.

The beauty wowed the judg-
es with the original song “One 
Last Time” written in tribute to 
her cousin, according to pub-
lished reports.

Wearing a white topless 
beaded gown, the songstress 
garnered loud applause from 
the audience as she sang with 
emotion to capture first place 
in the talent segment of the 
pageant.

The beautiful and talented 
Punch, whose video clip went 
viral on social media, such 
as Facebook, has put Guyana 
square in the history books after 
becoming the second beauty 
from Guyana in a row after 
Rafieya Husain, to compete in 
the pageant’s final round of 
competition.

Punch, who is no stranger 

to the international stage, 
impressed judges with an out-
standing performance on the 
hit TV music show ‘Rising Star” 
is now a serious contender to 
bring home the 2015 title, 
when the 69th Annual Miss 
World is held on Saturday, Dec. 
19, at the Beauty Crown Grand 
Crown in Sanya, China. 

Social media lit up with con-
gratulatory messages, calling 
the 23-year-old college student 
“a winner all the way,” “we love 
you Lisa make us proud,” and 
“bring home the title.”

Forces of Nature Dance Theatre will headline the Kwanzaa 
celebration at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center. 
 Photo by Norman DeShong

Miss World Guyana wins 
Talent Competition

Kwanzaa 
Festival at 

NJPAC

1

3

2

1557 Ralph Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11236

718.451.3344
1357 Fulton St.

Brooklyn, NY 11216
718.622.3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, NY 11414

718.848.3344
133-22 Springfield Blvd.

Springfield Gardens, NY 11413
718.528.3344

Contact us for even more ideas
that work for your business.

Lisa Punch renders her 
song “One Last Time” to 
win talent competition at 
the Miss World 2015 pag-
eant in Sanya, China.
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Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

It’s A Big Deal! 
EVEN MORE ELECTRONIC 

Blackjack 

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Marcus Mosiah Garvey, 

undeniably the Caribbean’s 
most acclaimed cultural icon 
will be celebrated cinemati-
cally when his life story is fea-
tured on the big-screen next 
year.

Long overdue, a historic 
biopic about the Jamaica-born 
visionary is coming to theaters 
in a few months and already 
the buzz is that audience that 
revered the Pan-African advo-
cate will likely embrace this 
feature.

Actor Delroy Lindo was cast 
to play the lead role. 

With little or no controversy 
surrounding the choice, Lindo 
may prove a worthy thespian 
to depict the Black hero due 
to his background and experi-
ence. 

Born to Jamaican parents 
in Lewisham, England, the 
63-year-old also grew up in 
the United Kingdom.

When he became a teenager, 
his mother, a nurse, migrated 
to Toronto in Canada.

Subsequently, they moved 
to the United States and it was 
probably living in California 
that nurtured an ambition to 
act.

Lindo studied acting and 
graduated from the American 
Conservatory Theatre in San 
Francisco. At age 27, after ful-
filling his academic priority 
he landed his first film role 
in “More American Graffiti” 
where he portrayed an Army 
sergeant.

Probably best known for his 
portrayal of the bipolar num-
bers boss West Indian Archie in 
Spike Lee’s “Malcolm X” (1992) 
Lindo has since endeared audi-
ences with his transformation-
al characterizations in vari-
ous Hollywood films — “Gone 
in 60 Seconds,” “Romeo Must 
Die,” “Get Shorty” and many 
more.

Garvey is Jamaica’s first 
national hero.

He was a political leader, 
publisher, journalist, entrepre-
neur, orator, staunch propo-
nent of Black Nationalism and 

Pan Africanism movements.
The nationalist who packed 

Madison Square Garden to 
capacity in 1920; mobilized 
Harlem residents, captivat-
ed audiences and influenced 
investments from supporters 
in more than 40 countries has 
been a topical individual wor-
thy of exploring onscreen.

Thousands backed his pro-
posal of a Black Star Shipping 
Line before the US investigated 
and prosecuted him on charg-
es of tax fraud. 

Garvey allegedly inspired 
the red, black and green ban-
ner that became the Black lib-
eration colors and flag. 

He inspired the Rastafarian 
movement saying “Look to the 
east for a king,” a message that 
resonated with hundreds (and 
since then thousands) to hail Ras 
Tafari Makonnen AKA Emperor 
Haile Selassie I of Ethiopia.

He was a proponent of 
independence and Black eco-
nomics and a solid believer 
in a “One God, One Aim, One 
Destiny”philosophy of uniting 

Blacks throughout the globe. 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey was 

born Aug. 17, 1887 in St. Ann’s, 
Jamaica. 

He died in England, 1940 
and listed among the greatest 
Africans of the 19th and 20th 
Centuries. 

In this Aug. 1922 fi le photo, Marcus Garvey is shown in a mili-
tary uniform as the “Provisional President of Africa” during 
a parade on the opening day of the annual Convention of 
the Negro Peoples of the World at Lenox Avenue in Harlem, 
New York City. Associated Press / File

Marcus Garvey biopic 
coming in 2016
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the first-round presidential ballot that 
he stayed at home.

Some Haitians are so disenchanted 
that they are nostalgic for the 29-year 
father-and-son dictatorship of Francois 
and Jean-Claude Duvalier, which ended 
with a popular uprising in 1986. An 
estimated 60,000 people were killed 
during their reign, but there was order, 
some people say.

“Back in the Duvalier days you could 

get a big bag of rice, too big to carry, for 
just a little money. Now everything is 
expensive,” said Marie Solange Auguste, 
who grows corn and beans on a small 
plot behind a police station in the west 
coast city of St. Marc.

At her tiny shop, Jean, the food ven-
dor, said if a candidate comes along who 
she can believe in she might vote in the 
future. But she’s skeptical that will ever 
happen.

“All the politicians make a lot of 
promises when they try to win elec-
tions. But after they win, you never 
hear from them again,” she said.

culture stakeholders among other pro-
fessionals.

The nation in 2015 received just 
about 55 per cent of its average rain-
fall.

“At a time when we, here in the Fed-
eration of St. Kitts and Nevis, anticipat-
ed significant rainfall, we were instead 
faced with a water crisis, due to below 
average rainfall,” Brenda Boncamper, 
permanent secretary in the Ministry of 
Public Infrastructure told IPS.

“Our water services department has 
been experiencing a very difficult 2015, 
a reality we have not experienced in 
the Federation in over 30 years,” she 
added.

Burke says the effect of the less than 
average rainfall on St. Kitts is going to 
be pronounced in the dry season.

“Persons can expect more water 
rationing going into the dry season. 
Agriculture is going to be impacted 
also. You may eventually see the cost of 
some food products rise here because of 
shortage or reduction in yield also.”

Experts say that the entire region 
is experiencing a drought, including 
Dominica, where Tropical Storm Erika 
in August left damage and loss amount-
ing to 95 per cent of GDP, according to 
government estimates.

The erratic weather, experts say, is 
directly linked to human induced cli-
mate change.

Boncamper agrees. “Clearly, we can 
see climate change at play here with its 
extreme weather and climate events. 
From all accounts, we can only expect 
more of this type of weather in 2016,” 
she told IPS.

Lester Arnold is coordinator of the 
Reducing Risks to Human and Natural 
Assets Resulting from Climate Change 
(RRACC) Project at the Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) Com-
mission.

“Climate change is real. It is here to 
stay and it is not going away,” he told 
IPS at the CariCOF.

“Climate variability also is creating 
a bit of a havoc on some of the island 
states, as we have seen for this year 
with regards to the drought. This is the 
second time in the history of Potworks 
Dam in Antigua (the island’s largest) 

that it has gone dry. We have also seen 
the highest temperature on record for 
the last 50 years or so.

“So I definitely can say that climate 
variability is causing some trouble,” 
Arnold says.

Caribbean leaders and negotiators 
will use real life experiences like those 
in Antigua, St. Kitts and Dominica to 
make to the international community 
at the world climate change talks in 
Paris next month, a case for a legally-
binding agreement that will cap global 
temperature rise.

Experts say that human-induced glo-
bal warming must be kept lower than 2 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrialisa-
tion levels.

This, they say, is necessary to avert 
catastrophic climate events such as 
those being experienced by Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS), such as those 
in the Caribbean, and other countries 
across the world.

Ralph Gonsalves, prime minister of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, an 
archipelagic country in the south-
eastern Caribbean, said the agreement 
coming out of the Conference of Par-
ties to the United Nations Framework 
Conference on Climate Change (COP21) 
must not be “something which states 
can opt into and opt out.”

“It is not discretionary, but legally 
binding,” Gonsalves said, adding that 
the deal must also include “monies 
which are legally binding for climate 
change adaptation and mitigation.”

“So targets which are set, which are 
legally-binding and we have a mecha-
nism to monitor them,” he told IPS.

Gonsalves will face the electorate in 
general elections on December 9, but 
says that the talks are so important 
to his country and the region, that he 
would be on a flight to Paris on Dec. 10, 
one day before the talks are scheduled 
to end, if re-elected.

But whatever the outcome of the 
Paris talks, which Caribbean leaders say 
are too important to fail, forecasters say 
they are very confident that dry days are 
ahead for Caribbean nationals.

“We’ve always had droughts and the 
research has shown that the droughts 
have always occurred at a given period 
of time. But they’re severe and they 
come at a quicker interval than the 
used to, say from the 1950s to now,” 
Yearwood told IPS.

*Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months. Rates are based on 
credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Continued from page 16 

Antigua

Continued from page 14 

Election
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 Round Front
 Tank & Bowl 49  99 49  99 49  99 2 Pc. White

 Sugg. Retail 
 $169.99

 *Based on 60” Oak Starter Set. **Pertains to cabinets advertised in today’s ad. All sales final. Not  responsible for type errors or omissions. Photos for illustration only. § Manufacturers Sugg. Retai l.
 STORE HOURS:  • MON-WED 8-6 • THURS 8-8 • FRI 8-7 • SAT 9-6 •SUN 10-5 •  SPRINGFIELD:  MON-WED 8-6 • THURS 8-7 • FRI 8-6 • SAT 9-6 SUN 10-5

 QUEENS
 •   MIDDLE VILLAGE
 63-27 Metropolitan Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.497.0212
 •   SPRINGFIELD GARDENS
 218-01 Merrick Blvd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.723.4000

 BROOKLYNee
 •   BOROUGH PARK
 1175 McDonald Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.377.8871

 Sale Ends
 Dec. 23, 2015

 **Pertains to Ginger Maple Cabinets advertised in today’s ad. All sales final. Not responsible for t ype errors or omissions. Photos for illustration only. 

 Buy Today,
 Install 

 Tomorrow!

 SHOP AT HOME 24 HOURS A DAY:  WeismanHomeOutlets.com

 FREE IN-HOME MEASURING! • NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY! • GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!

 Sale Ends 
 Dec. 23rd

 Oak

 Mansfield Mansfield

 GINGER MAPLE GINGER MAPLE

 Marquis Cinnamon Marquis Cinnamon

 Waverly Merlot Waverly Merlot
 ALL WOOD - IN STOCK ALL WOOD - IN STOCK ALL WOOD - IN STOCK

 50 %   OFF 50 %   OFF 50 %   OFF  **

 OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICE

 Terra Cotta 
 Ceramic Tiles

 Sq. Ft. 69  ¢ 69  ¢ 69  ¢
 Sugg. Retail 
 $1.99 sq. ft.

 16”x 16”

 Lamanite Flooring

 Sugg. Retail 
 $2.99 sq. ft.

 Sugg. Retail 
 $1.99Sq. Ft.

 Sq. 
 Ft. 29 ¢ 29 ¢

 Sugg. Retail 
 $8.99 Sq. Ft.

 Wall Glass Tiles
 Starting At

 Sq. Ft. 2 99 2 99
 Sugg. Retail 
 $1.99 Sq. Ft.

 Sq. 
 Ft.

 12”x 12”

 12”  x  12”Self Stick
 Vinyl Tiles  89 ¢ 89 ¢

 Sq. 
 Ft.

 Daletile 
 Porcelain 
 Floor Tiles

 Many colors to 
 choose from 79 ¢ 79 ¢

 Sq. 
 Ft.

  Floor Tiles
 Cooperstone 

 Grey
 Sugg. Retail 
 $1.99 Sq. Ft.

 69  99 69  99 69  99

 Kitchen Kitchen Kitchen

 39  99 39  99 39  99

 Bath Bath Bath

 Sugg. Retail 
 $129.99

 Sugg. Retail 
 $99.99

 •  Single Handle Pullout - 
   Chrome Finish # PCCH-AD-7
 •  Single Handle Pullout - 
   Brushed Bronze Finish # 6087233
 •  Single Handle Pullout - 
   Chrome Finish # 6811715

 •  Single Handle - 
   Brushed Nickel Finish # 224002
 •  2 Handle - 
   Chrome Finish # P299638-LF-W

 18”x 18”

 In Stock Kitchen Cabinets  Ready To Install For The Holidays In Stock Kitchen Cabinets  Ready To Install For The Holidays

 99 ¢ 99 ¢

 FAUCET BLOWOUT!! FAUCET BLOWOUT!! Special   Special   Special   Purchase
 Purchase Purchase

 First   F irst   F irst  
 Quality Quality Quality
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some 

exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/18/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To U

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#3640

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995 $8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA COROLLA

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
14k miles, Stk#15152

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934,,,,,,,

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 

and tear.  Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/18/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
W

E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET
  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! ††

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995
2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995
‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$35,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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By Alley Olivier
The elements of a great house 

party includes amazing art, a 
dance class, captivating stories, 
and fun games — BRIC Arts 
Media has this recipe down to 
a science. 

Saturday, Dec. 12, the art 
organization hosted a Caribbean 
themed holiday house party as 
part of its house party series. 

The inspiration to add some 
Caribbean flair followed an 
already-mounted solo exhibi-
tion by Nuyorican artist, Juan 
Sanchez — a Brooklyn native 
of Puerto Rican descent.

According to BRIC’s Vice 
President of Contemporary 
Arts, Elizabeth Ferrer, “Our 
current solo exhibition, which 
is devoted to painting, works 
on paper, and video by Nuyori-
can artist Juan Sanchez, acted 
as the main inspiration. We 
wanted to host a playful holi-
day party, so we infused it with 
some of the culture and sounds 
of the Caribbean.”

Sanchez’s exhibit, titled 
“What’s The Meaning of This?,” 

traces his roots to Puerto Rico 
exploring Puerto Rican culture 
and identity.  

His culture influenced some 
of the day’s events including the 
building of a casita — which 
translates to small house.

“The casita-building work-

shop in our ballroom was a nod 
to the way Puerto Rican cul-
ture has grown and taken on a 
more urban sensibility in vari-
ous New York neighborhoods,” 
Ferrer explained. 

BRIC’s Caribbean tour did 
not end in Puerto Rico, attend-
ees enjoyed traditional folk-
lore and story telling by the 
Haiti Cultural Exchange and 
a dancehall / reggae themed 
dance class.

“The Caribbean is a large 
complex region with a diver-
sity of cultural traditions, lan-
guages, musical forms, etc. 
We wanted to provide a taste 
of that diversity and ensure 
the hundreds of families who 
attended the event felt at home 
in BRIC House,” Ferrer said. 

Attendees both young and 
old walked away from the event 
not only learning something 
but having enjoyed a fun-filled 
Saturday.

“The highlight for me was 
seeing all the families on the 
dance floor taking the class, 
interacting, and the kids hav-

ing fun,” Nubian Joseph, an 
attendee, said. 

Though she got to the 
event somewhat later in the 

day, Joseph spoke on the art 
exhibit and the need for more 
events bringing the commu-
nity together. 

Ashina Thompson, 6, at-
tended the BRIC holiday 
house party with her aunt. 

BRIC Arts Media hosts 
Caribbean house party

BRIC’s holiday house party included a variety of events in-
cluding a dancehall themed dance party and class. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Chestnuts roasting on an 

open fire seem so cozy.
Just humming that tune 

warms you up, right? Roar-
ing flames on hearth or sand 
always seem welcoming, even 
romantic — except when they 
go out of control. And as for 
the person who puts out a 
fire like that, as you’ll see in 
“Firefight” by Ginger Adams 
Otis, flames aren’t all they 
battle.

Sometimes, the fight runs 
deeper, as Wesley Williams 
learned on Jan. 10, 1919.

That was the day Williams 
left his young family in their 
Bronx apartment to report to 
his new job as New York City 
’s first (according to newspa-
pers) black firefighter. It was a 
45-minute ride to Little Italy, 
and he knew he could never 
be late.

What he faced that day, and for 
months, wasn’t what he hoped 
to get from the job. He’d receive a 
$1,500-a-year salary and benefits of 
which few black men would dare to 
dream. He also received discrimination, 
subtly and overtly, but Williams per-
severed and thrived: in later years, he 
worked his way up to battalion chief.

That was no easy feat for an African 
American man in early-to-mid 1900s 
America .

Though black citizens represented 
a good part of New York City’s popu-
lation, black “smoke eaters” were few 
in both police and fire departments; 
often, just three percent of the entire 
department. Early-on, they had little 
security or clout, which is why Wil-
liams formed the Vulcans, a fraternal 
order for African American firefighters, 
in 1938. Still, Jim Crow hazing, testing 
biases, and lack of urgency in City Hall 
kept many potential African American 
recruits from the FDNY.

Some 80 years after Wesley Williams 
became a firefighter, the situation was 
different, but similar: racism lurked 
quietly in pockets of the FDNY, test-

ing continued to be a thorny issue, and 
there was still a disparity in numbers 
for “Bravest” African Americans. The 
Vulcans had long lobbied for change, 
with limited success and so, post-9/11, 
they took a drastic and controversial 
step…

In a way, I saw “Firefight” as two dis-
tinct books in one.

First, readers may be shocked to 
learn of the racial imbalance perpetuat-
ed in such a large and esteemed depart-
ment in one of our largest cities, and 
what had to be done to set things right. 
That account of modern-day struggles 
is how author Ginger Adams Otis kicks 
her book off, and though she winds 
recent happenings nicely around that 
of the past, the many names and legal 
skirmishes can become overwhelming 
for readers outside New York .

Fortunately, the history of New York 
firefighting and the decades-old story 
of Wesley Williams comprise the other 
half of this book, and the latter is com-
pelling. It weaves through Otis’ account 
of the present and tempers it; indeed, if 
your mind wanders, it’ll snap back when 
Williams’ name appears again.

The struggle of black 
firefighters in New York
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More than any other 
month, December offers an 
opportunity to practice three 
significant rituals that truly 
display the diversity of this 
city and the people who drive 
the annual holiday traditions 
honoring Hanukah, Christ-
mas and Kwanzaa.

“Festival of Lights” was 
recently celebrated in Jewish 
tradition from Dec. 6 to 14 
with the nightly lighting of 
eight candles placed inside a 
menorah. The joyous ritual 
commemorate the victory of 
the traditional Jews over the 
Greeks during the mid-second 
century B.C.E.

While reinforcing the ten-
ets it also celebrates a miracle 
that accompanied an event: 
‘When the temple was rededi-
cated, God miraculously made 
the one day’s worth of oil burn 
brightly for eight days.’

‘Hanukkah may be the 
Jewish holiday that non-Jews 
are most familiar, due to its 
proximity to Christmas,” but 
according to practitioners “it 
is not the “Jewish Christmas.”

Hanukkah historically pre-
dates Christmas and is a very 
different celebration.

The central element of the 
celebration is the menorah. 

The festive celebration 
combines the use of a nine-
branched candelabra that sym-
bolizes the seven-branched 
menorah used during the red-
edication of the Holy Temple. 

‘Eight of the candle hold-
ers on the Hanukkah meno-
rah represent the eight nights 
of the Chanukah celebration, 
and the ninth holds the “sha-
mash,” the candle that lights 
the others.’ 

Another popular Hanukkah 
tradition finds families 
engaged with the game of 
“spin the dreidel.”

A dreidel is a four-sided 
spinning top with Hebrew let-
ters drawn on each side. 

Over the eight-day celebra-
tion, one candle is lit at a 
time. During this time, gifts 
are exchanged while lighting 
the candles.

In addition, the ceremony of 

lighting the Hanukkah meno-
rah serves as a time to rein-
force the basic Judaic tenets 
of: Dedication, Perseverance, 
Generosity, Remembrance.

Perhaps, the most bedaz-
zling of all is Christmas, the 
Christian celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. Although 
the tradition began with a sin-
gle guiding star in the sky that 
led Mary and Joseph to a birth-
place for a son who became 
a savior to a multitude, that 
singular beam has illuminat-
ed to find believers decorating 
Christmas trees, festive lights 
and endless days and nights of 
celebration culminating with a 
Dec. 25 massive celebration…
in churches, homes, and even 
in the dancehalls.

Unlike Christmas or Han-
nukah whose beginnings 
trace back thousands of years, 
Kwanzaa originated in the 
mid-20th century. It is a cel-
ebration of African Americans 

that is very unique to that 
of other traditional Decem-
ber holidays in that there is 
no religious connection to its 
practice. Kwanzaa is the brain 
child of Dr. Mualena Karenga, 
the chairman and professor 
of Black studies at California 
State University, Long Beach. 

He developed the Kwanzaa 

holiday as a positive response 
to the Watts riots. And annu-
ally he marks the tradition in 
Harlem or Brooklyn hosting 
Kwanza ceremonies.

The name Kwanzaa origi-
nates from the Swahili phrase 
“matunda ya kwanza,” which 
translates to “first fruits.”

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Akilah Young, left, Davonne Hamilton, both of the Bronx 
borough of New York, Hugh Stroud, of New York’s Harlem 
neighborhood, and Marion Bowie, of New York’s Brooklyn 
borough join hands during the annual Kwanzaa celebration 
at the Museum of Natural History, in New York. 
 Associated Press / Jennifer Szymaszek
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By Alley Olivier
Throughout the city, communities 

are coming together to celebrate the 
holidays — Christmas tree lightings, 
Hanukah celebrations, and Asase Yaa 
Cultural Arts Foundation is ensuring 
Kwanza is also represented. 

Leading the charge in organizing a 
full-day event catering to all crowds is 
musician Kofi Hunter, whose ultimate 
goal is to encourage those of African 
descent to own their roots. 

According to Hunter, “There’s a lot of 
young people who feel like it’s not cool 
to be African. We want to show people 
that they can come to this event and 

By Nelson A. King 
Organizers have described as very 

successful a recent gospel concert in 
Grenada to help raise much-needed 
funds for the Methodist Church. 

“The show can be described as not 
just praise and worship but a com-
ing together of persons from various 
religious denominations who shared 
testimonies,” Derek Ventour, the Gren-
adian-born president of the Brooklyn-
based Dee Vee International Produc-

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Alley Olivier
The temperatures might not be 

frightful, but the sounds and sights 
of Christmas have enveloped New 
York. From the holiday-themed 
Macy’s windows to the banners 
streamed across Flatbush Avenue, 
Christmas is indeed in the air.

Ushering in the joyful season is 
Grenada-born singer Cheryl Vin-
cent, known as Cheryl V. 

According to the singer-songwrit-
er, “You can never get enough of 
Christmas music. I don’t think I’m 

done writing or singing Christmas 
songs,” she said. 

Cheryl V has re-released two 
Christmas albums, one recorded 
back in 1997 and the other in 2013. 
Backed by management and sup-
port from her 15-year-old daughter, 
who also sings, she feels now is her 
time to get serious about her music 
career.

“This is my time as a singer. I’ve 
been trying to do this for so many 
years and everything is lining up 
right now,” she explained.

This perfect timing follows a 
career originating in Grenada while 
Vincent, who works full time as a 
nurse, was still a girl. At the ten-
der age of 11, the songstress joined 
Grenada’s longest top performing 
group, Spice Island Youthquake, and 
has continued to perform with many 
of the same Youthquake members 
who have relocated to Brooklyn; per-
foming under the moniker Quake 
USA. 

Vincent has handled lead vocals 

Singer releases two Christmas albums

Cheryl V brings Christmas cheer in song. 

Kwanzaa Fest 
appeals to 
millennials

Calypso Rose  
shares Gospel

CHERYL V SINGS CHERYL V SINGS 
CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

Calypso Rose performing at the 
Spice Basket in Grenada. 
 Photo by Derek Ventour

Continued on Page 42
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The Emperor’s New 
Clothes (Unrated) Rus-
sell Brand stars in this 
class conscious expose 
examining the wealth 
gap between the rich 
and poor exacerbated by 
the global financial collapse of 2008.

Extraction (R for violence, sexual-
ity, brief nudity and pervasive profan-
ity) Revenge thriller about a geeky 
government bureaucrat (Kellan Lutz) 
who goes vigilante when his CIA agent 
father (Bruce Willis) is kidnapped by 
terrorists. With Gina Carano, D.B. 
Sweeney and Summer Altice.

The Lady in the Car with Glasses 
and a Gun (Unrated) Remake of the 
1970 thriller of the same name about a 
secretary (Freya Mavor) who takes her 
boss’ (Benjamin Biolay) convertible 
for a joyride after dropping him off at 
the airport, only to end up the prime 
suspect for a murder she didn’t com-
mit. Cast includes Stacy Martin, Elio 
Germano and Thierry Hancisse. (In 
French with subtitles)

Noma: My Perfect Storm (Unrat-
ed) Gourmet documentary about chef 
Rene Redzepi, proprietor of Noma, the 
Copenhagen restaurant voted best in 
the world for four years running.

Son of Saul (R for graphic nudity 
and disturbing violence) Holocaust 
saga, set in Auschwitz in 1944, revolv-
ing around a Jewish prisoner’s (Geza 
Rohrig) desperate effort to give his 
gassed son a proper burial after sav-

ing the corpse from the crematorium. 
With Levente Molnar, Urs Rechn and 
Todd Charmont. (In German, Hungar-
ian, Yiddish and Polish with subtitles)

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road 

Chip (PG for mile rude humor) Fourth 
installment in the animated/live action 
series finds Alvin (Justin Long), Simon 
(Matthew Gray Gubler) and Theodore 
(Jesse McCartney) hatching a plan to 
sabotage their adoptive dad’s (Jason 
Lee) plans to marry a woman (Kim-
berly Williams-Paisley) they’ve mis-
takenly assumed would make a mean 
stepmother. With Kaley Cuoco, Anna 
Faris and Bella Thorne.

Sisters (R for drug use, and per-
vasive profanity and crude sexuality) 
Sibling rivalry comedy about two sis-
ters, one promiscuous (Tina Fey), one 
prudish (Amy Poehler), who throw a 
wild party in their childhood home 
after their parents put the house on 
the market. Ensemble includes Maya 
Rudolph, Kate McKinnon, John Legui-
zamo, James Brolin and John Cena.

Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force 
Awakens (PG-13 for violence) Director 
J.J. Abrams assumes the reigns of the 
franchise for the inaugural adventure.

By Kam Williams
In 2015, Eddie Redmayne 

won the Best Actor Oscar for his 
poignant portrayal of Stephen 
Hawking in “The Theory of Eve-
rything.” While Eddie earned 
the picture’s only Oscar, he real-
ly owed a debt of gratitude to 
Hawking as well as his nomi-
nated co-star Felicity Jones.

After all, she did a terrific 
job as his wife, Jane, in service 
of a character-tale turn which 
focused more on the unfortu-
nate arc of the couple’s ill-fated 
relationship than on the wheel-
chair-bound genius’ contribu-
tions to the field of theoretical 
physics. Furthermore, Hawk-
ing himself imbued the produc-

tion with an air of authenticity 
by allowing his impersonator 
to use the actual synthesized 
voice he’s relied upon since 
being crippled by ALS (Lou 
Gehrig’s disease).

In “The Danish Girl,” Red-
mayne plays another icon who 
is virtually upstaged onscreen 
by an intriguing spouse. Here, 

he plays Einar Wegener aka 
Lili Elbe (1882-1931), a Dan-
ish artist best remembered as 
a pioneer in the transgender 
movement.

Directed by Oscar-winner 
Tom Hooper (for The King’s 
Speech), the film was adapted 
from David Ebershoff’s novel 
of the same name. The book 

is based on a fictionalized 
account of Lili’s life, although 
her sexual reassignment sur-
gery is factual.

Redmayne’s androgynous 
appearance helps the movie 
immeasurably, as he is very 
convincing as a female. And the 
picture couldn’t be more time-
ly, given the culture’s embrace 

of Bruce Jenner’s transforma-
tion into Caitin.

The picture’s point of depar-
ture is Copenhagen in the Roar-
ing Twenties, which is where we 
find Einar and his wife Gerda 
(Alicia Vikander) both plying 
their trade as aspiring artists. 
Her preference is portraiture, 
while he’s only been inspired to 
paint the same desolate land-
scape marked by a clump of 
spindly, barren trees.

The plot thickens after Gerda 
suggests he serve as a stand-in 
for the beautiful model (Amber 
Heard) she was supposed to 
paint that day. Einar dons 
female attire and finds himself 
enjoying the experience more 
than expected.

Nevertheless, the cinemat-
ic adventure’s raison d’etre 
remains the historic decision 
to undergo the world’s first sex 
change operation. Redmayne 
would be the favorite to win 
another Academy Award for 
Einar’s seamless metamorpho-
sis into Lili, if he hadn’t just 
netted one a year ago.

“The Danish Girl”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for sexuality
and full-frontal nudity
Running time: 
120 minutes
Distributor: Focus 
Features

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.
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Eddie Redmayne plays Einar Wegener aka Lili Elbe in “The Danish Girl.”
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for various bands including 
In Synch and HiLites, and has 
also toured across the Car-
ibbean, Europe, Canada and 
the United States. Her love for 
music is much so engrained in 
her as she follows her father’s 
footsteps and proudly sees her 
daughter doing the same. 

“My dad was also a singer. He 
did music all his life. I followed 
his footsteps and to now see 
my daughter following the same 
footsteps is really a proud thing 
for me to see,” she said. 

No stranger to the stage, 
Vincent has performed in a 
wide variety of genres includ-
ing reggae, soca, calypso, folk 
music, R&B, and pop. 

“I find each genre—folk, 
calypso, reggae, soca and R&B 
— appealing for different rea-
sons. Folk, calypso, soca and 
reggae are the genres of rhyth-
mic music that I grew up with, 
and are a huge part of who I 

am. Whereas, I am drawn to 
R&B because its slower beat 
and soulful ballads allow me 
to bring out more of my vocal 
abilities,” she said. 

She has also lent her vocal 
chords to tackle difficult national 
anthems including, USA, Grena-
da, Trinidad & Tobago, Jamaica, 
Guyana, Haiti, St. Vincent & the 
Grenadines, St. Lucia, Domini-
ca, Barbados, Antigua Barbuda, 
St. Kitts Nevis, Cuba, Venezuela, 
Nigeria and South Africa.

Working double time during 
her favorite season of the year, 
it fits that her musical return is 
during Christmas as a reintro-
duction of sorts. 

In the near future, Vincent 
aims to release a reggae and soca 
album as well as get in the stu-
dio with her daughter to record 
some songs together. 

As we prepare for a warm-
er-than-usual Christmas, 
enjoy the sounds of Cheryl 
V’s Christmas melodies in her 
albums “Merry Christmas” 

and “Cheryl V’s Christmas 
Favorites” available via email 

inquiry at cherylvmusic3@
gmail.com.

tion, told Caribbean Life. “They 
explained to the audience [that] 
gospel has now become their 
music of choice.” 

Ventour had collaborated 
with the Methodist Church 
Circuit in Grenada in stag-
ing the fundraising venture at 
the Spice Basket in the “Spice 
Isle.”

The undisputed Calypso 
Queen of the World, Calypso 
Rose, headlined the gospel con-
cert that also included three 
other overseas gospel artistes 
– Gerald Placide, Sister Beverly 
and Eastlyn Orr. 

The local performers were 
the Circuit Band, a gospel 
band of young Methodists, and 
the Methodist Circuit Choir, 
including Jeverson Ramirez 
and Randall Robinson.

According to Ventour, Calyp-
so Rose, whose real name is 
McCartha Lewis, spoke about 
her breast and stomach cancer 
challenges. 

“I am survivor by the grace 
of God and that is why I am 
here today,” Ventour quoted 
Rose as telling hundreds of 
patrons. “He has a purpose for 
me, and I am here sharing the 
message.”

In her testimony, Orr spoke 
about praying to God on a hos-
pital bed and promising Him 
that, if she survives, she will 
go and preach His messages all 

over the world.
All performers sang a med-

ley of well-known international 
and Caribbean gospel songs. 

“This gospel concert is a call 
to worship,” said the Rev R. 
Emasseau Pierre, the super-
intendent minister in Grena-
da. “It is a call to ministry in 
song.” 

At concert’s end, the Meth-
odist Circuit presented Ventour 
with a plaque for helping to 
ensure the concert’s success. 

“I truly appreciate this rec-
ognition in assisting to put this 
event together,” he told Carib-
bean Life. It was an honor and 
a privilege to work with a great 
team. 

“I thank all for the support, 
especially those from the New 
York and Grenada business 
communities who partnered 
with us for this venture,” he 
added. 

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 

it will be for young people of 
African descent being super 
African and loving it.”

Asase Yaa —  an arts organ-
ization “committed to ensur-
ing that youth understand 
the true importance of cul-
ture in the arts” — previously 
hosted a Kwanzaa celebration 
10 years ago; organized by 
the organization’s executive 
director — and Hunter’s men-
tor — Kofi Osei Williams. 

Seeing a need to celebrate 
their culture and appeal to 
everyone in the Diaspora, 
Hunter spoke with Williams 
and pitched his event. 

“I called my cousin Osei and 
said whatever is going on Dec. 
26 cancel it, clear out the whole 
day and we’re going to have 
bands come through, vendors, 
visual artists, filmmakers — 
and he said ok,” he said. 

In his observations, he 

notices that Kwanza celebra-
tions often miss an important 
group — those ranging from 
ages 18 to 35. 

Often times young children 
accompanying parents and 
older generations maintaining 
Kwanza traditions are hap-
pily present but the millennial 
crowd is often missing. 

“A lot of times you go to 
Kwanza events and it’s either 
really small children or older 
people but we wanted to have 
something that catered to that 
18 to 35 demographic,” he said. 

To grab the attention of 
that particular demograph-
ic, Hunter has organized 
the event to be more fam-
ily oriented during the day 
with various African drum-
ming and dance classes that 
will transform into a more 
party atmosphere during the 
evening including a film and 
art presentation. 

Continued from page 39 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Hotline Bling
Drake

Here
Alessia Cara

Sorry
Justin Bieber

Hello
Adele

Stitches
Shawn Mendes

Like I’m Gonna Lose You
Meghan Trainor...

Same Old Love
Selena Gomez

Ex’s & oh’s
Elle King

On My Mind
Ellie Gouling

Wildest Dreams
Taylor Swift

A Head Full ....
Coldplay

25
Adele

When It’s Dark Out
G-Eazy

Blue Neighbourhood
Troye Sivan

That’s Christmas to Me
Pentatonix

Purpose
Justin Bieber

Black Market
Rick Ross

Revenge of the Dreamers
Various Artists

Speedin’ Bullet 2 Heaven
Kid Cudi

Traveller
Chris Stapleton

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Cheryl V performing at Grenada Day 2015 in Brooklyn, New 
York. Spice Kly Photography

Ferron Lowe as he leads the 
Adult Methodist choir. 
 Photo by Derek Ventour

Kwanzaa FestivalRose

Album release

Drummers of the Akoko Nante Ensemble. 
 Photo by Kofi  Hunter
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Your name: (Please print clearly)

Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin:

Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:

Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare?

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding? (100 words or fewer):

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                      Home phone                                          E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                      Home phone                                          E-mail

Mail to: Caribbean Life
             Attn: Healthcare Awards
             One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Or e-mail: jstern@cnglocal.com

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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Look
Dashing
in the 
Snow

Westbury Toyota

Price includes all costs to consumer except, down pymt, tags, tax, title, dmv fees & $75 doc fee, bank fee, dealer fee + 1st mo pymt. (1) Lease based on 10k mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi, Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/
maint for qualifi ed buyers. Due at signing: Down pymt + $0 sec dep (waived by TFS) + 1st mo. pymt. Ttl pymts/Resid: ‘16 Corolla: ($1595 down) $1,416/$15,628; ‘16 Camry: ($950 down) $2,856/$17,974; ‘15 
RAV4: ($1,495 down) $3,336/$19,304; and ‘15 Prius: ($1495 down) $3,336/$16,714. College grad/military rebates not incl. (2) Price incl: $1500(Corolla); $1000(Camry); $1000(RAV); $1750(Prius) Lease Bo-
nus cash through Toyota Financial Services. (4) Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months = $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 months = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 months 
= $21.65; 1.9% - 60 months = $17.48 for well qualifi ed buyers. Not resp for typo errors. Photos for illus purp only. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Offers expire 3 days after pub.  DMV#7113040

WestburyToyota.comSales:
Service:

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty
 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty
 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
for 60 Months on Select 

Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

(4)

Stk#N60503, Mod#1864, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $19,725.
$1595 Down.

$59
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2016 TOYOTA

COROLLA
S

Stk#N60661, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $24,965.
$950 Down.

$119
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2016 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE

(1) 
(2)

Stk#N53697, Mod#1223, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $25,325.
$1495 Down.

$139
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2015 TOYOTA

PRIUS 
TWO

(1) 
(2)

(1) 
(2)

Stk#N53596, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks, 

MSRP $26,455.
$1495 Down.

$139
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2015 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD

(1) 
(2)
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

SAN ANTONIO (AP) _ Christen 
Press scored three goals after enter-
ing the game as a second-half substi-
tute and the United States defeated 
Trinidad and Tobago 6-0 in an exhi-
bition at the Alamodome on Thurs-
day night.

Carli Lloyd, Alex Morgan and 

Lindsey Horan also scored as the 
U.S. team continued its victory tour 
to celebrate the Women’s World Cup 
victory in Canada this past summer.

Press first scored in the 61st 
minute, right after she came into 
the game. She also scored in the 
75th and 84th minutes for her third 

career hat trick. Press also scored 
three goals in an 8-0 victory tour 
win over Costa Rica on Aug. 17 in 
Pittsburgh.

The match capped a week of drama 
for both teams, who had been sched-
uled to play last Sunday in Hawaii.

Press scores hat-trick at Alamodome

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Ali
The West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB) is throwing its support behind 
mystery off-spinner Sunil Narine who 
was banned from bowling in inter-
national cricket because of an illegal 
action.

Director of Cricket Richard Pybus 
said the board would fully support Nar-
ine during his rehabilitation and backed 
the Trinidadian to bounce back from 
the latest blow to his career.

“It will be a blow to Sunil to have 
failed the ICC biomechanics assessment 
of his action and be suspended from 
bowling,” he said.

By Azad Ali
The International Cricket Council 

(ICC) has not selected a single West 
Indies player in the ICC’s Test or One-
Day International team-of-the year 
2015.

Players from five nations comprise 
the Test side while those from seven 
comprise the One-Day team, but no 
players from the Caribbean have found 
favor with the selection panel headed 
by legendary former India spinner Anil 

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

West Indies’ Kemar Roach prepares 
to bowl during a practice session at 
the Sher-E-Bangla National Stadium 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
 Associated Press / Themba Hadebe

United States’ Christen Press (23) watches her kick against Trinidad & Tobago during the second half of an 
international friendly soccer match, Thursday, Dec. 10, 2015, in San Antonio.  Associated Press / Eric Gay

Windies fail to 
make ICC team

WICB backs 
Sunil Narine

US WOMEN US WOMEN 
DEFEAT T&TDEFEAT T&T
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It started last Friday when U.S. mid-
fielder Megan Rapinoe tore a ligament 
in her right knee during training in 
Honolulu. Rapinoe will need surgery for 
the injury, meaning she won’t be availa-
ble for Olympic qualifying in February.

On Saturday, the U.S. practice at 
Aloha Stadium was cut short and play-
ers complained about the condition of 
the playing surface. Goalkeeper Hope 
Solo posted a photo to Twitter show-
ing a player pulling up a seam in the 
artificial turf.

U.S. Soccer canceled the match later 

that night and said it would provide fans 
refunds. About 16,000 tickets were sold 
for the match.

The players later issued a statement 
on The Players’ Tribune website.

“We have become so accustomed 
to playing on whatever surface is put 
in front of us. But we need to realize 
that our protection — our safety — is 
priority No. 1. At the end of the day, we 
expect to be treated equally as our male 
counterparts. And we hope that, in the 
future, our fields and our venues will be 
chosen and inspected at the standard of 
an international match — whether it’s 

men or women playing on the field,’’ the 
players wrote.

A class-action lawsuit on behalf of 
fans who were planning to attend the 
game was filed on Tuesday in Hono-
lulu.

The Trinidad and Tobago play-
ers, meanwhile, threatened to boy-
cott Thursday’s match in San Antonio 
because of a dispute over pay.

The United States plays China in the 
final two games of the tour. The first 
match is set for Sunday in Glendale, 
Arizona.

Kumble.
The West Indies languish at 

number eight in the ICC Test rank-
ings and number nine in the ODI 
tables,

Significantly also, there are no 
West Indies players in the top 10 
either in the Test or ODI player and 
batting rankings.

Discarded veteran left-handed Shiv 
Chanderpaul is the highest ranked 
West Indies batsman at 14th while 
fast bowler Kemar Roach lies at 15th 
in the bowling rankings.

Ironically, off-spinner Sunil Nar-
ine tops the bowling rankings, but 
was recently banned from bowling by 
the ICC because of an illegal action.

Kumble said selecting the 12-man 
squads had been a difficult task for 
the panel.

England’s Alistair Cook leads the 
Test teams, while the ODI line-up is 
captained by South Africa’s AB de 
Villiers.

Meanwhile, cricket legend Brian 
Lara is among several West Indian 
cricketers who have signed up to play 
in the inaugural Masters Champions 
League (MCL) next month in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE).

Lara heads a list that includes dis-
carded West Indies cricketers, Shiv-
narine Chanderpaul, Tino Best, Fidel 
Edwards as well as Krishna Santokie.

Best and Santokie will play for 
Sagittarius Soldiers, Edwards will 
join Leon Lions while Chanderpaul 
has signed with Gemini Arabians.

Lara, the former West Indies cap-
tain was among six icon players listed 
for auction held in Dubai last week 
ahead of the tournament.

Lara was picked up by Leo Lions 
for their base prices of US$100,000.

Former South African all-rounder 
Jacques Kallis fetched the highest bid 
of US$175,000, while former Austral-
ian wicket-keeper- batsman was the 
second most expensive player in the 
auction, purchased for US$170,000 by 
the Sagittarius Soldiers franchise.

The Major Events Group owned by 
former Australia batsman Dean Jones 
is running the inaugural MCL.

“We will be offering our support to 
Sunil as he does remedial work on his 
bowling,” Pybus added.

Narine was reported following the third 
One-Day International of the recent Sri 
Lanka tour and subsequently underwent 
testing on his action at the ICC-approved 
Loughborough University.

The ICC said the results showed that 
“all variations of his deliveries exceeded 
the 15 degrees level of tolerance permit-
ted under the regulations”.

Narine was suspended from bowling 
in international cricket with “immedi-
ate effect” but will be allowed to con-

tinue playing in the WICB domestic 
tournaments.

Continued from page 45 

Continued from page 45 

Continued from page 45 

West Indies’ Sunil Narine, left, celebrates the wicket of Sri Lanka’s Milinda 
Siriwardana as non striker Danushka Gunatilaka watches during their fi rst 
one day international cricket match in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Sunday, Nov. 1, 
2015.  Associated Press / Eranga Jayawardena

Trinidad & Tobago’s forward Tasha St.Louis (10) fouls United State’s defender Meghan Klingenberg (22) during 
fi rst half of an international friendly, in San Antonio, Tex. Thursday, Dec. 10, 2015. USA leads 1-0 at the halftime. 
 Associated Press / TFV Media

T&T SUFFERS DEVASTATING LOSS

WICB

Windies
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2286 Flatbush Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11234

866-753-0895
www.BrooklynChrysler.com 

2286 Flatbush Ave Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895 www.BrooklynChrysler.com 

All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers with approved credit through Chrysler Capital. *Leases includes 10K mi./yr. w/20¢/mi. thereafter. Lessee responsible for maintenance, excess wear & tear. ^Rebates: Bonus cash available through
Chrysler Capital financing and Northeast region offer by residency. Lease cash available on select lease offers available through manufacturer on select leases. Conquest available to those with competitive brand trade-ins on lease. Offers

cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Dealer is not responsible for any typos, errors or omissions. Offers expire 1/4/16. NYSDMVFAC #7114167, NYCDCA #1435478

2010 Chrysler
300 Touring
$12,400

Auto, 4 cyl, 55k mi., Stk #P01595, Fully Loaded

2011 Hyundai 
Sonata

$12,990
Stk #T01691, 4 cyl, auto, full loaded, navi, sunroof, 56k mi. 

2014 Jeep 
Compass Sport
$14,700

Stk #P01609, 4 cyl, auto, fully equipped, 32k mi. 

2014 Nissan 
Maxima

$17,400
Stk #P01612, V6, auto, fully equipped, sunroof, clean Carfax, 30k mi. 

2015 Chrysler
Town & Country Touring 

$23,900
Auto, 6 cyl, 20k mi., Stk #P01552, One Owner, Fully Equipped

2015 Nissan
Versa Note

$11,400
Stk #P01634, 4 cyl, auto, great gas, power steering, 4k mi. 

2010 Ford
Edge SEL

$16,400
Stk #BA30620, 4 cyl, auto, full equipped, one owner, clean Carfax, 24k mi. 

2013 Jeep
Grand Cherokee 
$26,990

Stk #P01639, 6 cyl, auto, leather, sunroof, navi, one owner, clean Carfax, 23k mi. 

2015 Nissan
Altima

$16,495
Stk #P01451, 4 cyl, auto, full equipped, 14k mi. 

Laredo

2015 Dodge
Charger SE

$19,900
Auto, 6 cyl, 18k mi., Stk #P01534, One Owner, Fully Equipped, Clean Car Fax

2014 Jeep 
Patriot Sport 4WD

$17,990
Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 26,580 Miles, STK# P01444, Front Fog Lights, AUX Audio Jack, Roof Rails

$199
*

per
mo
39
mos

Lease
for

Stk #JT1124, Auto, V6, MSRP $32,620. $2995
down pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$0 bank
fee = $3194 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees.

Ttl pymts/Residual: $7761/$16,310. Includes
$1000 NECGA Bonus Cash, $1000 Lease Cash &

$1000 lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

Cherokee
Latitude 4x4

New 2016 Jeep

$149
*

per
mo
39
mos

Lease
for

Stk #JT813, Auto, 4 cyl, MSRP $25,690. $2995
down pymt + 1st mo. pymt +$0 sec. dep. + $0
bank fee = $3144 due at signing + tax, tags &
mv fees. Ttl pymts/residual: $5811/$13,358.
Includes $500 Black Friday Bonus Cash &

$1000 lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

Renegade
Latitude 4x4

New 2015 Jeep

$3144 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees $3194 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees

$229
*

per
mo
36
mos

Lease
for

$289
*

per
mo
36
mos

Lease
for

Stk #CA199, Auto, 4 cyl, MSRP $34,880. $2995 down
pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$895 bank fee = $4119
due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. Ttl pymts/Residual:
$8244/$13,603. Includes $1500 Black Friday Bonus Cash,
$3000 Lease Cash, $500 Chrysler Capital Bonus & $1000

lease conquest^, subj. to tax. 

200S
New 2015 Chrysler

Stk #JT01298, Auto, V6, MSRP $41,305. $2995 down pymt+
1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$0 bank fee = $3284 due at

signing + tax, tags & mv fees. Ttl pymts/Residual:
$10,404/$20,652. Includes $2500 Lease Cash & $1000

lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

Grand 
Cherokee LTD

4WD

New 2015 Jeep

$299
*

per
mo
39
mos

Lease
for

Stk #DT199, Auto, V8, MSRP $44,135. $2995 down pymt+
1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$0 bank fee = $3294 due at

signing + tax, tags & mv fees. Ttl pymts/Residual:
$11,661/$23,391. Includes $500 Lease Cash, $500 Chrysler

Capital Bonus & $1000 lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

RAM 1500
Tradesman 
Crew Cab 4x4

New 2016 

$4119 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees

2014 Chrysler
300 AWD

$21,900
Stk #P01649, V6, auto, fully loaded, touch screen display, 24k mi. 

QUALITY USED CARS AVAILABLE 

$3284 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees $3294 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees
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By Azad Ali
West Indies suffered its 

worst defeat to Australia in 84 
years when the team crashed to 
an embarrassing innings defeat 
and 212 runs loss inside three 
days last week.

The defeat was West 
Indies’12th in the last 15 Tests 
against Australia and it has 
left its campaign Down Under 
in shambles, especially follow-
ing their humiliating 10-wicket 
defeat in a tour match recently 
against a Cricket Australia X1 
with an average of 21.

Resuming at Bellerive Oval 
on 207 for six in their first 
innings, the Caribbean side 
was dismissed for 223 with left-
hander Daren Bravo scoring 
108 — his seventh Test cen-
tury.

Following on by a massive 
360 runs, West Indies produced 
yet another poor batting dis-
play in the second innings to be 
defeated in less than two ses-
sions in just over 36 overs for 
a paltry 148, to concede defeat 
about half an hour before tea. 
Only opener Kraigg Braithwaite 
with a counter-attacking 94, 
hammered 13 fours and a 6 off 
122 deliveries before he was 

dismissed.
The Australian team which 

won the toss and decided to bat 
first, scored a mammoth 583 
for 4 declared. Adams Voges 
scored an unbeaten 269, while 

Shaun Marsh slammed 182.
Australia media has been 

critical of the attitude of the 
West Indies senior players, in 
particular batsman Marlon 
Samuels, who they accused 

of appearing indifferent in his 
approach throughout the con-
test at the Bellerive Oval.

But West Indies Captain 
Jason Holder has defended the 
attitude and contribution of his 

senior players saying he believes 
a stronger collective effort is 
needed by the team in order to 
turn the series around. There 
are two more Test matches in 
the series.

Above: West Indies’ Dar-
ren Bravo celebrates after 
scoring a century against 
Australia during their cricket 
test match in Hobart, Aus-
tralia, Saturday, Dec. 12, 
2015. Right: Australia’s Josh 
Hazlewood, left, celebrates 
getting out West Indies’ 
Kraigg Brathwaite during 
their cricket test match in 
Hobart, Australia, Friday 
Dec. 11, 2015. 
 Associated Press / Andy Brownbill

West Indies suffer humilating defeat

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
We Buy ANY Car.

ANY MAKE, ANY MODEL.
No Purchase Necessary

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-855-879-6477 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: 
Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. (1) $500 Nissan Bonus Cash incl. Subject to credit approval. (2) TTL/Resid: ‘15 Altima: $4644/$14,235. Due at sign= Down pymt + 1st mo pymt + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Lease 
based on 10k mi/yr, 15¢/mi thereafter. (3) For qual buyers, financing is sub. to NMAC Tier 1 through Tier 3 credit approval. $13.89 per month per $1,000 financed at 0.0% for 72 months, on sel. models in dealer stock. See dealer for details. (4) See dealer for details. (5) On 
select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illust purposes only. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. Offers may not be combined. Exp 3 days after pub. DMV#7076824 NYC DCA Lic. #698282

   No matter where you shop...
Before you make your decision, 
make us your last phone call.

1-855-TRY-NISSAN

NV Commercial VehiclesSpecials2015 Nissan Altima Experience
BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Certified Pre-Owned

STEVE ANDREI DWAYNE

Call 1-888-763-6878 ask for Steve, Andrei or Dwayne

PRE-OWNED

Honda
Odyssey

Toyota
Sienna

Chevrolet
Suburban

Toyota
Camry

Toyota
Highlander

Nissan
NV 200

Nissan
NV Low 
Roof

Nissan
NV High 
Roof

Nissan
NV 
Passenger  $129

per mo.
36 mos. lease 

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l, 
MSRP: $23,520. Model#13015, 

STK#800546, 800548, 
Includes $500 Nissan 

Bonus Cash

TWO OR MORE 
AT THIS PRICE

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

plus
more
brands

ALL MAKES 
ALL MODELS 
STARTING AT

$6995

0
APR

AVAILABLE

%
(3)

ONLY
$595

DOWN
PAYMENT

(3)

LOWER YOUR RATE
LOWER YOUR PAYMENT
ON ANY EXISTING LOAN!

Certifi ed Extended
Warranties up to

8yr/120k(4)

2015 Nissan Sentra
Model#12015, Stk#U24790, 4cyl,
auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 11,196 mi
BUY FOR 

$11,999

2015 Nissan Altima
Model#13215, Stk#U24604, 4cyl, auto, 

a/c, p/s/b/l, 58,270 mi.
BUY FOR 

$13,995

SAVE 35% OFF MSRP(5)

Similar Savings on Rogue and Sentra. See dealer for details.

(1)

(2)

PRE-OWNED
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$2,500up to 
BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
�rst two �ar �ay�e�ts 
w�e� you buy �ro� us	
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned to 
dealer. See store for details. Offer Expires 12/31/15.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210
272727

Attention Local Residents!  
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS, 
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
My name is Tony Urrutia, and I am the General Manager of Plaza Auto Mall coming to you today with a huge 
o�er that�s �alid now through �ecem�er ��st, 	
�� only� e will gi�e you u� to �	,�

 towards your �rst two 
car �ayments when you �uy from us� �ome chec� out our huge in�entory of �ondas, �yundais, Toyotas, �ias 
and Acuras�as well as o�er �

 �re�owned cars� e are �roo�lyn�s largest auto dealershi�, and that means if 
you need credit, 
� �� ���
 ��� � ������	

I loo� forward to seeing you at any of our ��e locations on �ostrand A�enue in �roo�lyn� And �lease DO   
NOT WAIT, this is a time sensiti�e o�er that e��ires on �ecem�er ��st, 	
��� ��ease �a�� to s��edu�e a� 
a��o��t�e�t today at ��������!����"

Tony Urrutia 
General Manager 
Plaza Auto Mall 
	��
 �ostrand A�e� � �roo�lyn, �ew �or� ��	�
 
�!��"	!
�			!

S17938vw
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 Gifts to make them Happy...
Priced to make you Smile!

Merry Christmas from our family to yours! 

50” CLASS LED 
1080p HDTV                                                 
-50E3500  WAS $449.97NOW...

$14897
NOW...

$29997

NOW...
$34991

40% OFF
SAVE $20

42% OFF
SAVE $15

NOW...
$2999

NOW...
$1999

12 CUP 
PROGRAMMABLE 
COFFEE MAKER 
-BVMC-AMX22  
 WAS $34.99

4 SLICE STAINLESS 
STEEL TOASTER 
OVEN BROILER
-31401 WAS $49.99 

$3999
NOW...

PLAQUE
CONTROL 
RECHARGEABLE 
TOOTHBRUSH
-HX6211/04  
WAS $69.99

$6999
NOW...

SENSOTOUCH 
ELECTRIC RAZOR
-1150X/40  WAS $99.99

NO

P
C
R
T
-
W

42% OFF
SAVE $30

30% OFF
SAVE $30

FREE INSTALLATION

$7999
NOW...

38% OFF
SAVE $50PORTABLE GPS 

NAVIGATION SYSTEM 
WITH LIFETIME MAPS
-NUVI55LM  WAS $129.99

5.0''
LCD

IN DASH AM/FM/CD CAR 
STEREO WITH BUILT IN 
BLUETOOTH HANDSFREE   
• Front Panel USB and 
   AUX Input • Works with 
   Pandora • iPhone Compatible                                                
 -KDCBT362U

$12999

INSTALLED 

FREE*

REMOTE CONTROL VEHICLE 
STARTER SYSTEM
• Parking Light Flash • Door Lock/Unlock ( Vehicle 
   Must Be Equipped With Power Door Locks ) 
-VIPER4105V  WAS $199.99

NOW...
$17999SAVE $20

WIRELESS HI-FI
MUSIC SYSTEM 
-PLAY3BLACK

$29991

All The Music on Earth, in Every 
Room of Your Home, Wirelessly.

AVAILABLE IN
 BLACK OR WHITE

AVAILABLE IN BLACK OR WHITE

AVAILABLE IN
 BLACK OR WHITE

y

2 ROOM STARTER SET 
-PLAY1STARTER 
REG. $199 EACH  PLAY:1
EXPIRES 12/26/15

22 ROOROOROOROOMMMM STASTASTASTARRTRT

��������	�
������
��������	
�������	��������	��������������������
����������	������������������	������������������
�	����������������������	�������	���	�����
-PLAY5IIBLACK

$49991

SAVE ON HDTVs

NOW...
$99891

(* Most Vehicles Require A Bypass Module At An Additional Cost)

SAVE ON 
SMALL APPLIANCES ON ANY CAR STEREO $129 & UP*...  ADD ANY PAIR OF SPEAKERS 

AND  WE’LL INSTALL THEM FREE TOO.  *Installation Kits Extra If Needed 

55” CLASS SLIM 4K ULTRA HD LED SMART TV                                 
• 4K SUHD TV with Revolutionary Panel Featuring 
   Nano-Crystal Technology • Smart TV with Quad-Core 
   Processor, Smart Apps and Full Web Browser      
• Motion Rate 120 Refresh Rate Technology                                 
-UN55JS7000  WAS $1599.91

CBT362U99

cle

999

INCLUDES

REMOTES
2

INSTALLED 

FREE*

EXTENDED HOURS:FRIDAY        9AM-11PMSATURDAY   9AM-11 PM SUNDAY          9AM-10  PM

50''

33% OFF 

SAVE $150

39''
40% OFF 

SAVE $101

55''

39” CLASS LED HDTV
-PLDED3996A  
WAS $249.97

SAVE 
$49

LIMITED TIME 
OFFER

37% OFF
SAVE $601

IN STORE ONLY



 

†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low PricePP offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tpp ablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, TT Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’ ’s, 
GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar”PP or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the
difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policyll . Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model numbeyy r.ee  Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended seryy vice, financing, free giveaways
and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors.
© 2015 P.C. RICHARD & SOPP N

Queen Mattress -513465-51Q  -513466-51Q  -513469-51Q  -513470-51Q

FREE DELIVERY SET-UP
AND REMOVAL

On All Stearns & Foster, Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid, Sealy Optimum, and Tempur-Pedic Mattresses.

BO
X SPRING

FREEA $150 Value

W
ith Purchase Of Any Sealy Posturepedic 

Plus Series M
attress

Twin Mattress* -51173030-T

WAS $399
$9997

*Mattress only. Box Spring Sold Separately

$$$$$

Queen Mattress* -51173051-Q

WAS $499
$14997

$$$$$

INSTANTLY ON SELECT 

STEARNS & FOSTER
MATTRESSES

WAS $1249
$69997

NEW
2016

MODELS

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS
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