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TOUGH 
ROAD 

AHEAD
Recession stalks the 

Caribbean regionCaroling for fallen NYPD cop
Students of PS 115 singing carols at the Seddio family 2015 holiday display in Ca-
narsie, Brooklyn. See story on page 3. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn District Attor-

ney Ken Thompson says two 
important community-based 
initiatives on Saturday were 
successful in helping residents 
dispose of unwanted guns and 
get rid of outstanding war-

rants stemming from sum-
monses for minor offenses.

 Held in two Brooklyn 
churches, Citizens’ Safe-
ty Day resulted in 60 guns 
being turned in, and 336 war-
rants cleared from residents’ 
records, Thompson said. 

“Saturday was a tremen-
dously successful day in 
Brooklyn,” he said. “Dozens of 
guns that had the potential to 
cause harm by falling into the 
hands of criminals are out of 
circulation, and hundreds of 

Safety Day takes guns off streets

Continued on Page 14

By Bert Wilkinson
One by one, governments 

in the 15-nation Caribbean 
Community are beginning to 
complain about full blown or 
creeping economic recession 
brought on in part by weak 
international and commodity 
prices and foreign exchange 
shortages especially those 
which are dependent on oil and 
primary commodities such as 
bauxite and unrefined gold.

The latest to officially fall by 
the financial wayside is Trini-
dad whose economy is taking 

a beating from more than a 
year of very weak international 
prices for oil and petroleum 
products, the longtime main-
stay of its economy.

In the past week, Central 
Bank Governor Jwala Rambar-
ran did what government and 
industry officials had hoped he 
would not have done without 
proper notice and preparation.

He simply dropped the reces-
sion bombshell on the nation, 
telling anyone who cared to lis-
ten that after nearly four con-

Continued on Page 6
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The Essential Plan
• Monthly premiums are either $0 or $20 a month 

based on income
• Low out-of-pocket costs with no deductible - 

the plan starts paying for your health care right away
• Free preventive care like checkups and screenings
Enroll ALL YEAR LONG starting November 1, 2015!
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1-888-FIDELIS  fideliscare.org
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Offered by Fidelis Care and available through NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace

Questions? Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to meet with a Fidelis Care Health
Benefit Representative.

Comprehensive Coverage: ������������������������������������
���������������� ���!���
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Doctors and Hospitals Close to Home: %"�����!�����������&��#�'�������%���(�
�)��������������������*��+��*"��"�!������������"����&����������$���

How do I Qualify? %����'�������%�������������#���,
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By Nelson A. King 
Officials say Brooklyn’s predomi-

nantly Black Medgar Evers College 
is having a banner year, with more 
than $12 million received in commit-
ments towards faculty research and 
sponsored programs — an all-time 
record for the college.

According to Tara Regist-Tomlin-
son, director of Development and 
Alumni Relations, recent grants 
to the college include $3,000,000 
from the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, Predominately Black Insti-
tution Grant, to improve retention 
and graduation rate; and $2,494,735 
from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, National Work-
force Diversity Pipeline Program, to 
assist promising high school stu-
dents to pursue successful careers in 
the health profession. 

Regist-Tomlinson said the col-
lege also received $239,364 from 
the National Science Foundation, 
Research in Undergraduate Insti-
tution, to research on production 
of hydrocarbon fuel oil from brown 
grease. 

New York City Department of 
Youth and Community Development, 
Beacon and Cornerstone Community 
Centers, also provided $4,973,468 for 
after-school enrichment activities for 
youths and basic skills training to 
adults in high-need communities in 
Brooklyn, Regist-Tomlinson said. 

U.S. Congresswoman Yvette 
D. Clarke, who made the keynote 
address at the Medgar Ever College’s 
Faculty Research and Sponsored 
Research Recognition Reception on 
Friday, lauded President Rudolph F. 
Crew, a former New York City pub-
lic schools chancellor, and Provost 
and Senior Vice President Augustine 
Okereke, for their leadership.

Clarke, who represents the 9th 
Congressional District in Brooklyn, 
also congratulated the college’s fac-
ulty and staff for writing the win-
ning grants to improve retention and 
graduation rates.

She was also praised the college 
in assisting promising high school 
students to pursue successful careers 
in the health profession, to research 
on production of hydrocarbon fuel 
oil from brown grease, and to provide 
after-school enrichment activities for 
youths and basic skills training to 
adults in high-need communities in 
Brooklyn.

“This is $1million more than the 
college took in for the entire previ-
ous academic year,” Dr. Crew told 
the reception, adding, however, that 
“there’s still a great deal more to do 
to build on the college’s capacity to 
fulfill its mission.”

By Tangerine Clarke 
Last Sunday, Dec. 5, little Neimier, a 

family member of slain NYPD Detective 
Randolph Holder flipped the switch at the 
Seddio family 2015 holiday display, illumi-
nating the corner of Flatlands Avenue and 
E 90th Street in honor of the fallen hero.

Hundreds of residents crowed the area 
and watched in awe as Frank Seddio, 
Kings County Democrat chairman, joined 
Mrs. Holder, her sister, Sherry and others, 
against the backdrop of a spectacular 
Christmas light show with thousands of 
lights, animated toys,and a carousel deco-
rated with Caribbean flags.

Senator Roxanne Persaud, in whose 
19th Senatorial District the more than 
40-year-old tradition has brought cheer 
to the neighborhood, spoke of the warm 
temperature saying, “It’s nice out here, 
this means Detective Randolph Holder is 
smiling down and saying thank you for 
this acknowledgement. He made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for us. We want to thank 
Frank Siddeo for all he has done and for 
brining the Holder family here to honor 
them.

Persaud had recommended that Detec-
tive Holder be honored in keeping with 
the Seddio family custom to honor resi-
dents who had made significant con-
tributions to the community. “Like the 
Holders, I am from Guyana so we share 
a special connection. On behalf of all 
Guyanese, we thank Mr. Seddio for hon-
oring a son of Guyana’s soil,” said Senator 

Persaud before wishing the gathering a 
Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas and 
Happy Kwanza.

Assistant Chief Maddrey of Brooklyn 
Police Patrol North, who joined Chief 
Police Officer Scholl of Patrol South, said 
the Christmas cheer by the Seddio fam-
ily was more special this year because 
they dedicated and honored a true hero 
— Detective Holder, “he did a very tough 
job for our safety,” he said. Public Advo-
cate Letitia James in turn, reminded the 
gathering that, “when you see the beauty 
of this house we will remember Detective 
Holder.”

“Let’s continue to remember the fami-
lies of Detective Holder, Detective Ramos, 
Detective Liu and Detective Moore,” 
added James of the other fallen NYPD 
detectives.

Councilmember Alan Mansel, who 
requested a button worn by Princess 

Holder with the image of Detective Hold-
er, lamented that it is intolerable when a 
loved one who defends the public never 
returns home at night.

“We have to continually remember 
them and cherish what they have done, 
this is why Mr. Siddeo honored Detective 
Holder,” said Mansel

Randolph Holder Sr., father of Detec-
tive Holder said, “I feel great that they 
did this in remembrance of Randolph, it 
shows that his life lives on, and I thank 
Mr. Seddio and Senator Roxanne Persaud 
for what they have done and hope they 
continue to do good things so that the 
citizens of this city will live in peace.”

The retired Guyana police officer 
added, “I want to give praise to my son for 
the commitment he gave to the NYPD, he 
died a hero.”

“I praise him for the discipline he 
grew up with in Guyana, and the level 
he attained that allowed him to join 
the NYPD. Unfortunately, he lost his life 
defending the city. I still feel sad, and I am 
still coping with my son’s tragic death. 
Every function I attend, a fresh wound 
opens up,” he sighed. 

Congressman Hakeem Jeffries, and 
other elected officials, who expressed their 
gratitude to the Seddio family, viewed the 
festive celebration that was punctuated 
by singing of carols by students of the PS 
115 Musical Club and conducted by Gail 
Difriend, Roger Hanson and his elves and 
the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Santa Clause.

Holiday display in memory 
of Detective Holder

Banner year 
for Medgar 

Evers College

Frank Seddio, Kings County Democrat chairman entertaining the crowd. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Seddio family house in Canarsie, 
Brooklyn. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Caribbean
The Caribbean in the last 10 years 

alone has achieved a 61 percent reduc-
tion in AIDS-related deaths, according 
to a report, titled “Focus on Loca-
tion and Population: Fast track to end 
AIDS by 2030,” which was released by 
UNAIDS recently. Dec. 1 marked World 
Aids Day.

The report said since 2000, new 
infections in the region declined by 
50 percent and additionally, following 
the success of Cuba, several Caribbean 
countries have also been on track to 
be validated as having eliminated HIV 
transmission.

“All these gains are linked to improve-
ments in HIV testing and treatment. 
Based on the new 
World Health Organi-
zation guidelines for 
initiating patient on 
antiretroviral medi-
cines immediately after diagnosis, 
treatment coverage for the region is 44 
percent for adults and 36 percent for 
children,” states the report.

It also noted that strategic efforts 
were also required to reach those most 
vulnerable.

The report said in order to reduce 
dramatically new HIV infections and 
deaths due to AIDS renewed efforts 
must be put in place to eliminate stig-
ma and discrimination.

It also identified five groups relevant 
to the Caribbean that required intense 
investments and efforts, which included 
adolescent girls and young women, gay 
men and other men who have sex with 
men, transgender people, sex workers 
and prisoners.

Barbados
Barbadians will have to pay more 

to use their cell phones come January 
2016.

But Minister of Finance Chris Sin-
kler says that rather than having to 
pay a Bds$0.03 (US$0.015) per minute 
tax on airtime, which 
was government’s 
original plan, mobile 
phone users will see 
the hike in the form 
of an increased Value Added Tax (VAT) 
rate on cell phone service- 22 percent, 
up from the usual 17.5 percent.

In an interview with Barbados Today, 
Sinkler explained the government had 
decided to go to the latter route, since 
the initial plan and would be too diffi-
cult and expensive for telecommunica-
tions providers to implement.

“It would mean an additional cost 
to them to do a new billing system to 
accommodate the new excise at three 
cents,” he said.

“They also indicated that they would 
prefer if it were a percentage, rather 
than a real figure. It was recommended 

that the easiest and cleanest way to do 
this would be to do an increase on the 
VAT, because VAT is already charged 
with those services.

The measure is expected to raise 
between Bds$15 million (US$7.5) mil-
lion and Bds $16 million (US$8 million) 
— about half what government would 
have raked in via the airtime tax route.

Guyana
The Justice for Walter Rodney Cam-

paign has petitioned the government to 
ensure a proper inquiry is conducted 
into the death of Dr. Walter Rodney.

The group includes former and cur-
rent members of the Working People’s 
Alliance (WPA), the party that was 
once led by Dr. Rodney, made a plea in 
a petition delivered to 
the government that 
call on President David 
Granger to life govern-
ment’s “short-sighted” 
abrupt end to the enquiry and allow key 
witnesses to testify in the probe.

The “petitioners” are demanding that 
Guyana’s President Granger allow the 
Walter Rodney Commission of Inquiry 
two more weeks it requested to properly 
complete its work.”

According to the Justice for Walter 
Rodney Campaign, “the administration 
is refusing a mere two weeks, after 24 
years of evasion by successive govern-
ments.”

One June 13, 1980, Rodney 38, was 

killed by a bomb in his car.
“The refusal by the Granger-led coa-

lition government to allow the commis-
sion to complete its work now threatens 
to undo more than one year’s work and 
to deny Guyanese the opportunity to 
finally establish the truth of the death 
of one of Guyana’s great sons,” said 
members of the Justice for Walter Rod-
ney Campaign. 

Grenada
Grenada won first place at an awards 

ceremony recently in Dominica which 
celebrated conservation campaigns on 
six different islands.

The campaigns are part of a regional 
initiative, “This is Who We Are,” that 
promoted the importance of protecting 
marine and coastal ecosystems.

The ceremony was held in Cabrits 
National Park, overlooking one of 
Dominica’s marine protected areas.

Mayor of Port-
smouth Titus Francis 
welcomed an audi-
ence of more than 100 
community members, 
international campaign teams, local 
fishers and government representa-
tives.

The main award was announced from 
a sealed envelope by Parliamentary Rep-
resentative of Portsmouth Ian Douglas,

Grenada won first place with St. 
Lucia in second and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines in third place.

A panel of international judges deter-
mined the winners based on innovation, 
impact, and campaign sustainability.

Jamaica
The Ministry of Health is advising 

Jamaicans they should step up their 
mosquito prevention activities given 
that the Zika virus has entered the Car-
ibbean region.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Marion Bul-
lock DuCasse says the ministry has 
received reports of a possible link of 
Zika virus infection to birth defects. 
The Pan American Health Organization 
is investigating the matter.

After the Zika virus outbreak, sev-
eral babies in Brazil were found to have 
microcephaly, which 
results in an abnormal 
growth of the brain 
and stunting of the 
growth of the head of 
the fetus arising from infection in the 
first months of pregnancy.

“Pregnant women are among the 
high-risk group for severe symptoms 
of Zika virus. Children under five years 
old, the elderly and persons with chron-
ic non-communicable diseases are also 
at greater risk. We therefore appeal to 
all Jamaicans, but especially those who 
fall in this group, to take precautions 
and prevent not being bitten by mosqui-
toes as best as possible,” she said.

“The Aedes aegypti is the mosquito 
Continued on Page 24

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Eroded beaches littered with rotting Sargassum Seaweed have become the norm for fi shers along the 
Hellshire bay. Scientists say both are due to the effects of climate change. See story on page 16. 
Inter Press Service / Zadie Neufville

Jamaica faces coastal erosion
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ONE DAY SALE

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/11 & 12/12/2015. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/2/16, EXCEPT AS NOTED.
��†HOW MACY’S MONEY WORKS: For any single transaction* of $50 or more you make in store 12/11-12/17/15 or online 12/11-12/16/15, we’ll give you a $10 (spend $50-74.99), $15 (spend $75-
99.99), $20 (spend $100-149.99), $30 (spend $150-199.99) or $40 (spend $200 or more) Macy’s Money Reward Card at the register. *EXCLUDES THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES: gift cards, macys.
com, Buy Online Pick up in-Store, services & fees, sales tax, macybed, furniture phone sales, lease depts, Espot, restaurants. USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY REWARD CARD from 12/18-12/23/15. 
May not be: redeemed for cash, used to purchase Macy’s gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your credit card account.  If a purchase used to accumulate Macy’s Money is returned, 
Macy’s reserves the right to void the Macy’s Money Reward card or reduce the corresponding value. For more information, go to macys.com/macysmoney

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM

FREE SHIPPING ONLINE AT $25  

5O%-8O% OFF  
STOREWIDE

SAT, DEC. 12, SHOP 8AM-11PM
ALSO SHOP FRI, DEC. 11, 8AM-11PM 

DOORBUSTERS! 6 HOURS ONLY!  
8AM-2PM FRI & SAT

DEALS OF THE DAY! AVAILABLE ALL DAY, 
BOTH DAYS!

LATE-BREAKING SPECIALS 
WE’VE NEGOTIATED SOME AMAZING LAST-MINUTE DEALS JUST FOR THIS  

EVENT. QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED, GET THEM WHILE YOU CAN!

Excludes: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters, Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, cosmetics/fragrances, electrics/electronics, floor coverings, furniture, mattresses, rugs. Also excludes: athletic apparel, 
shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, Jack Spade, jewelry trunk shows, Kate Spade, Macy’s Backstage merchandise/locations, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, Samsung 
watches, selected licensed depts., services, special orders, special purchases, The North Face, Tumi. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening 
a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no 
cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your account.  Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE.

$1O OFF $2O OFF
YOUR PURCHASE OF $5O OR MORE.

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT SALE 
& CLEARANCE APPAREL & HOME ITEMS

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit 
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. 
The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

THE MORE YOU BUY, THE MORE MACY’S MONEY YOU GET!

SPEND†:
$5O-74.99
$75-99.99
$1OO-149.99
$15O-199.99
$2OO & MORE

GET: 
$1O
$15
$2O
$3O 
$4O

USE YOUR MACY’S MONEY 
ONLINE OR IN STORE  
FRI, DEC. 18-WED, DEC. 23
†SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS. 

USE IT ON TOP OF COUPONS & SALE PRICES! EVEN ON OUR 
BEST BRANDS—INCLUDING COSMETICS & FRAGRANCES!

IT’S LIKE 
FREE MONEY! 

SHOP IN STORE: 
FRI, DEC. 11-
THURS, DEC. 17  
OR ONLINE:
FRI, DEC. 11-
WED, DEC. 16  
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secutive quarters of economic 
decline that it was time for the 
nation to be aware of the real 

state of play.
An angry Finance Minister 

Colm Imbert publicly denounced 
the bank chief suggesting that 
he was “discourteous” by not 

informing him of his plans to 
announce that the twin-island 
republic with Tobago was offi-
cially in recession before he went 
public. He and the attorney gen-
eral cited laws to back up claims 
that Rambarran is obliged to 
consult with the minister before 
taking such action.

But this did not change any-
thing, especially the disquiet in 
the economy about what the 
near term future portends with 
oil trading last week at less than 
$40 per barrel and with the 
island still struggling to con-
vince itself that it has to diver-
sify away oil and gas in order for 
it to have a stable future.

The Trinidad economy is the 
biggest in the bloc of nations 
from Suriname and Guyana on 
the South American mainland 
to the tourist islands the East-
ern Caribbean to Belize in Cen-
tral America. Rambarran also 
caused some disquiet by warn-
ing that the full blown effects 
will be felt early in 2016.

“Four consecutive quarters 
of decline in real GDP in 2015 
means T&T is now officially 
in a recession. Lower energy 
prices also negatively impacted 
the domestic energy sector. This 
has already been reflected in 
job losses at some energy com-
panies. The decision by Arcelor 
Mittal to idle its steel plant will 
not only affect energy output 

but also jobs,” he said, giving an 
example of what the economy is 
experiencing.

The announcement came just 
a few weeks after the Surinamese 
Central Bank made similar 
predictions about the country 
whose economy is propped up 
by bauxite, gold and oil exports, 
all of which have been taking a 
beating in recent years.

The bank said recently that 
foreign exchange reserves have 
fallen from $1B to a mere $370M 
in the past year, noting that the 
future does not seem that prom-
ising. “Suriname is momentar-
ily experiencing a genuine com-
modity shock,” it said.

The country also recently 
devalued the Surinamese dol-
lar sending up prices but offer-
ing hope to the export sector 
which will rake in millions 
when receipts come in and are 
exchanged for a higher rate in 
local dollars.

In neighboring Guyana, offi-
cials are playing up the near 
future prospects of a humon-
gous oil and gas find off the 
Guyana coast by U.S. giant, 
Exxon Mobil in May even as 
gold and bauxite prices tank and 
the international markets for 
rice and sugar remain less than 
stellar.

Until 2015, GDP growth has 
been healthy but political tur-
moil linked to an inactive par-

liament for nearly a year and 
a budget that was presented at 
least five months later usual 
have not helped to stir confi-
dence.

Apart from Jamaica, the three 
are among the larger economies 
in the trading group.

Trinidad’s woes have also 
come with a healthy dose of 
foreign exchange unavailabil-
ity problems. This is inspite of 
numerous interventions by the 
Central Bank, infusing millions 
into the economy only to see it 
disappear in a matter of days and 
the business community turn-
ing up cap in hand begging for 
millions more.

Minister Imbert says he will 
soon go to the 41-member par-
liament to ask it to raise govern-
ment’s borrowing capacity by an 
additional but staggering $8B to 
pay off debts and fund develop-
ment projects.

Still Governor Rambarran 
says that all the key players 
must come together to help turn 
around the situation or there 
will be gloom.

“We have no choice. We can 
and should work together to 
ensure we get the policies right 
for the country’s recovery. We 
will all be double damned if 
spite, vindictiveness and ego 
keep us from working together 
to help our country,” he sug-
gested.

Recession in Trinidad
Continued from page 1 

Jwala Rambarran, govenor of the Central Bank of Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

S M E L L  G A S .  A C T  F A S T .
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.

��
����
�������������
���������
���
�����
�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

  S IGNS  OF  A  GAS  LEAK
• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.
• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 

blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

  WHAT TO DO IF  YOU DETECT A  GAS LEAK
• Leave immediately and take others with you.
���������������
�������������������������
• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 

����!��������	�"��
���	��
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�������������
������������$���	�

�������������
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition.
• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.
• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.
• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   BEFORE YOU DIG,  CALL 811
There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
�'�������������������������������������������
�������
charge to you.

  L E A R N  M O R E
For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.
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32BJSEIU

32BJ_SEIU

32BJSEIU 32BJ SEIU is the largest property service workers union in the country.
25 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011 • www.seiu32bj.org

www.RaiseAmerica32BJ.org

Together

We’ll Raise America!

We’re fighting for good wages and benefits so we can support our families, we’re fighting for good jobs
for new workers and future generations and we’re fighting for a $15 minimum wage and a union for all 

workers in our city, our state and our country.

Join Us!

STRIKE VOTE
Wednesday, December 16th at 2:30 PM

Hilton Hotel Midtown on 6th Ave 
between 53rd and 54th St.

Join the more than 23,000 New York City office building cleaners 
in 32BJ who will be marching for good jobs on December 16th.

UNITY RALLY
Wednesday, December 16th at 4:30 PM

48th Street and 
Park Avenue
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40% to 75% OFF!
Thursday through Sunday, December 10th-13th

Bridals and Gowns • All Sizes and Styles

BLOW OUT SALE
EXTRAVAGANZA

LESTAN BRIDALS
& FORMALS

1902 Ralph Avenue
Flatlands Shopping Center, Brooklyn, NY

718-531-0800

• SAMPLE SALE
* Select Stock Items, thousands to Choose From *
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By Nelson A. King 
The Caribbean Hotel and Tourism 

Association (CHTA) is calling on the 
global community to support the Carib-
bean Community’s (CARICOM) position 
advocating for a cap on the world’s tem-
perature rise at 1.5 degrees Centigrade 
as part of their deliberations during the 
United Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence currently taking place in Paris. 

In a letter to Dr. James Fletcher, 
chairman of CARICOM Task Force on 
Climate Change, CHTA Acting Presi-
dent Karolin Troubetzkoy strongly sup-
ported CARICOM’s call for a binding 
agreement on climate change. 

“Considering the significant research 
conducted to demonstrate trend lines 
and forecasted impact of climate change 
on the world’s most vulnerable coun-
tries, CHTA fully supports the position 
being advanced by the CARICOM Task 
Force,” Troubetzkoy said. 

She said that many developed and 
newly industrialized countries are pre-
pared to settle for a 2025 climate change 
of a two-degree increase, “which would 
negatively impact CARICOM countries 
and the broader Caribbean basin.”

CHTA said research has pointed to 

the devastating consequences for the 
Caribbean from a two-degree rise in 
temperature. 

A report conducted by CARIBSave for 
CARICOM estimates that a two-degree 

global temperature increase would 
result in a major displacement of coast-
al and urban population centers. 

CHTA said many of the region’s 

By Azad Ali
British Prime Minister David 

Cameron has announced a £5.6 mil-
lion cash injection to help improve 
fishing, tourism and shipping in the 
Caribbean and other countries.

He recently made the announce-
ment while unveiling a £26 mil-
lion aid package to help tackle glo-
bal warming ahead of a meeting of 
world leaders in Paris. 

The British prime minister 
recently attended the Common-
wealth Heads of Government Meet-
ing (CHOGM) in Malta.

The 25 “small island” Common-
wealth recipients include Bermu-
da, Jamaica, the Maldives, the Sey-
chelles, St. Lucia and Trinidad and 
Tobago.

The British PM said he wants 
the countries to be able to make 
the most of their maritime natural 
resources.

The cash will be used to man-
age fisheries, protect coastlines and 
tackle pollution, as well as extend-
ing disaster risk.

Caribbean hoteliers back CARICOM 
climate change position

The sculptures of the art-work “Where the Tides Ebb and Flow” by Argen-
tinian artist Pedro Marzorati to point on rising waters of the global warming 
are installed in a pond at the Montsouris park during the COP21, United Na-
tions Climate Change Conference, in Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2015.  
 Associated Press / Francois Mori

British cash 
for Caribbean 

projects

by Michael Mulgrew
President,  
United Federation of 
Teachers

Cities and school 
districts across the 
country have tried a 
range of strategies 
to deal with the 
problems of poor 
children and strug-

gling schools. Under former Mayor Bloomberg, 
New York City relied on a “shutdown” strategy, 
eventually closing 150 schools, including some 
that the Bloomberg administration itself had cre-
ated.

While Bloomberg’s cheerleaders lauded his 
approach, the fact is that many of our schools 
– both older ones and those started during 
Bloomberg’s tenure – continue to struggle.

In contrast, the de Blasio administration has 
listened to teachers and members of school com-
munities. We know that it is difficult, but strug-
gling schools can succeed – if provided the proper 
support and resources, and a team approach that 
brings all a school’s stakeholders together.

The city’s new Renewal program, created with 
input from stakeholders, is designed to focus on 
some of the neediest schools in the system. Early 
returns show that many of these schools have sta-
bilized and in some cases are started on the road 
to improvement.

Students in these schools start out with deficits. 
Nearly 20 percent are English Language Learners 
and almost a quarter are classified as special edu-
cation. Thousands live in shelters or are doubled 
up with relatives. Many are hungry, lack winter 
clothes, or have medical needs, including glasses 
and hearing aids. Many have parents who are 
unemployed or who work long hours at minimum-
wage jobs.

Teachers at these schools see these problems 
not as excuses, but as issues that need to be 
addressed to ensure that all kids have an equal 
opportunity to learn.

Renewal schools are being paired with non-profit 
agencies to deliver services like health care and 
counseling to students and their families. What’s 
more, the nearly $400 million the administration 
is investing in these schools over the next three 
years includes funds for hiring teachers, academic 

coaches, social workers and other professionals, 
along with professional development for the staff 
on the skills necessary to work with children fac-
ing these challenges.

While in 2013-14 nearly one-third failed to meet 
targets for student achievement, the 2014-2015 
School Quality Report shows that now 87 percent 
of the renewal schools are moving in the right 
direction, measured by better attendance, more 
family involvement and other criteria. As a group, 
they showed gains in both reading and math on 
state tests.

Many of these schools have a long way to go. 
Turning them around is difficult, particularly in 
the face of years of cutbacks and systemic indif-
ference. These schools will require a multi-year 
strategic intervention built on sound education 
practice, including custom-tailored supports for 
each school’s particular needs. With its Renewal 
program, New York City is taking on tough work 
that no one in the country has attempted before 
on this scale.

Renewing Struggling Schools

United Federation of Teachers
A Union of Professionals

Continued on Page 30
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By Lt. Col. Daniel L. 
Davis, USA (Ret.)

The U.S. government 
emphatically states though 
the website of its Office of 
Personnel Management that 
“employees have a responsi-
bility to report waste, fraud 
and abuse,” and that the 
American “public is also 
invited to share such con-
cerns.” In order to ensure an 
efficient and honest govern-
ment, there are programs 
in place to allow the people 
who work in the govern-
ment to report, free from 
retaliation, when fraud, 
waste, or abuse occurs. Yet 
all too often when people 
decide to take the risk by 
reporting wrongdoing, they 
not only aren’t protected, 
but are attacked by the very 
government whose interests 
they seek to protect. 

The most recent exam-
ple of this sad penchant 
involves recently retired 
Army officer Lt. Col. Jason 
Amerine, a highly decorated 
combat veteran. In late 2013 
he was part of an exclu-
sive cell operating out of 
the Pentagon charged with 
trying to gain the release 
of U.S. hostages in various 
parts of the world. Amer-
ine saw firsthand the dys-
functional interagency 
squabbling that sabotaged 
efforts to win the freedom 
of some American hostages. 
He was so incensed by the 
failures of the agencies that 
he approached a member of 
Congress to report the mat-
ter.  But in January of this 
year, one of the organiza-
tions of that dysfunctional 
team — the Federal Bureau 
of Investigations — sought 
to put Lt. Col. Amerine “in 
his place” by asking the 
Army to open an investiga-

tion, stripping him of his 
security clearance and effec-
tively silencing any further 
actions.

The inability of the mul-
tiple government agencies 
to work together might have 
been a contributing factor 
in the death of one hostage 
and caused the US to pay a 
significantly higher strate-
gic price for the release of 
another. Amerine officially 
retired from the Army this 
month, without any charges 
filed and was awarded the 
Legion of Merit. While it is 
gratifying to see Amerine 
justly cleared of all allega-
tions and winning back his 
personal honor, the ques-
tion must be asked: what 
happened to the individu-
als in the FBI and CID who 
were responsible for retal-
iating against him?  The 
personal hell whistleblowers 
suffer cannot be overstated.

In 2012 after returning 
from my second combat 
deployment to Afghanistan, 
like Amerine, I approached 
several members of the 
House and Senate to tell 
them the claims of our most 
senior civilian and mili-

tary leaders that the war 
was going well were simply 
untrue. I also published an 
unclassified report exposing 
the truth. As a result I was 
treated like a pariah. Daily 
life became almost unbeara-
ble, as I was marginalized by 
superiors; even friends and 
coworkers feared to be seen 
talking to me. I can only 
imagine how much worse 
life was for people like Jason 
Amerine who were subject-
ed to punitive and baseless 
investigations.

Changes must be made so 
that governmental agencies 
and officials are not able 
to wantonly make spurious 
accusations against men and 
women who blow the whis-
tle on fraud, waste, or abuse 
in an effort to silence them. 
By making the whistleblow-
ers pay a high personal pric-
es, some in the government 
send a quiet message to oth-
ers who may consider expos-
ing wrongdoing: don’t even 
think about saying anything 
because we’ll make your life 
a living hell. Help may be on 
the way.

Working in conjunc-
tion with the Project On 
Government Oversight 
(POGO),Senator Barbara 
Boxer (D-CA) and Represent-
ative Jackie Speier (D-CA) 
introduced the “Legal Jus-
tice for Servicemembers 
Act,” which seeks to redress 
some of the weaker points 
of existing whistleblower 
protection provisions. Some 
of the key features of this 
bill include permitting legal 
challenges to retaliatory 
investigations, establish-
ing fair burdens of proof 
to establish retaliation, and 
giving the Inspector Gen-
eral the authority to issue 

By Kevin Bollers
So, are we really not going to 

talk about the insanity that is 
racism in this country? Are we 
not going to discuss how men-
tally warped the idea is, that you 
can hate someone and consider 
them so subhuman to the point 
that you can kill them without 
any remorse whatsoever solely 
on the basis of pigmentation 
and melanin? We had a fugi-
tive in hiding for killing a lion, 
yet black men and women have 
their lives taken by racist hate 
groups and police alike, black 
churches are being shot up or 
set fire to and yet there is barely 
an outcry. We live in a country 
where an individual such as 
Donald Trump who has gone 
on record to describe Mexican 
immigrants as mostly thieves, 
murderers and rapists, is lead-
ing in every poll as a serious 
contender for the highest office 
in the land. Is this not insanity? 
Am I going too far?

While racism it is not a psy-
chosis defined by the Diag-
nostic and Statistical Manu-
al of Mental Disorders; espe-
cially consciously, deliberately, 
hatefully racist, because Lord 
knows we’re not trying to give 
these people an out, it’s not 
sanity either. Any behavior or 
belief that is destructive to the 
social fabric cannot possibly 
be rooted in sanity. Sanity by 
definition protects the social 
fabric. We are, after all, social 
beings. Racism is a toxic and 
perverse mimic of the natu-
ral xenophobia humans used to 
feel in the early days of human-
ity that drove them to defend 
their tribes from potentially 

dangerous strangers. However, 
the former primal mindset at 
least left room for strangers 
to introduce themselves peace-
fully and perhaps even one day 
join the tribe; racism provides 
no such outs, gives no such 
relief. 

If you think about the fact 
that while Europe had given 
up on the institution of human 
chattel, the United States 
engaged in a civil war over the 
right to keep slavery alive, its 
difficult not to see the insan-
ity. Nearly as many men died in 
captivity alone, during the Civil 
War as were killed in the whole 
of the Vietnam War. Hundreds 
of thousands died of disease. 
An estimated 620,000 men, lost 
their lives in the Civil War; 
this does not include women 
and children. This country 
came within a hair’s breadth 
of going out like a flame; all 
because there were individu-
als in this country who did not 
want to give up their abomi-
nable domination over other 
human beings. That’s crazy, 
folks! That’s dangerously crazy.

The racist is dangerously 
crazy because as history has 
shown, they are at once homi-
cidal, suicidal and genocidal. A 
person seeing people are sub-
human because of the amount 
of melanin in their skin? Yes, 
that’s dangerously crazy and 
we need to somehow deal with 
that and them, and not think 
that, like the reasonably nor-
mal human being, we can just 
appeal to their humanity or 
educate them out of it. God 
knows we’ve been trying this 
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of the multiple 

government 
agencies to work 
together might 

have been a 
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in the death of one 
hostage and caused 

the US to pay a 
significantly higher 

strategic price 
for the release of 

another.

Legal justice for 
servicemembers

The insanity of 
racism in America
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But for the deadly seri-
ous topic he was addressing, 
it would have been laughable 
listening to presidential con-
tender Senator Marco Rubio’s 
convoluted attempt at an expla-
nation of why he and practical-
ly the entire Republican Sen-
ate caucus voted against the 
common-sense gun law reform 
Democrats again sought to get 
passed right after the San Ber-
nardino massacre. 

Rubio’s mumbo-jumbo, that 
those measures aimed at some 
bare-bones tightening of laws 
governing firearms posses-
sion wouldn’t have averted last 
week’s mayhem, was of course 
just another lame offering on 
the gun issue from a gutless 
lawmaker. His competitor for 
the GOP nomination, predict-
ably loathsome Senator Ted 
Cruz, reminded an audience 
that episodes like San Ber-
nardino happen “only in gun-
free zones,” faithfully parroting 
the NRA line that the coun-
try needs more, not less, guns. 
When Rubio, Cruz and the rest 
of the GOP gun lobby apolo-
gists are comfortable balking 
at legislation that bans persons 
forbidden to fly from purchas-

ing firearms, it speaks to a 
state of lunacy in high places 
in this country that should give 
all of us the jitters. 

So the demented pair who 
have been identified as perpe-
trators of the most recent erup-
tion of senseless violence would 
have been able to legally acquire 
most, if not all, of the weapons 
used. How does this begin to 
justify turning a blind eye to 
closing loopholes that give a 
free pass to the census of folk, 
whatever its size, who should 
absolutely not be allowed near 
firearms? Or not agreeing to 
expanded background checks 
so as to include “backdoor” 
routes for gun purchases that 
aren’t now on the radar?

Most troubling is, now that 
the frequency of mass shoot-
ings has made it an element 
of social dysfunction demand-
ing high national priority, the 
Republican stone wall obstruct-
ing this (limited) fix comprises 
individuals who apparently are 
unbothered by constant refer-
ences now made to America’s 
singularly unflattering stand-
ing in the world in its  gun-
culture embrace. The clear 
message from advocates and 

facilitators of this madness is 
that how they treat with fire-
arms proliferation elsewhere 
in the civilized world is of no 
concern to the U.S. This flaunt-
ing of American hegemony and 
pooh-poohing of countervail-
ing opinion from others in 
the international community 
is a phenomenon that’s been 
known to make a big splash 
every so often. 

We well remember when, 
with a buncj of neo-conserv-
atives in firm grip of foreign 
policy direction in the George 
W. Bush administration and 
their sights unalterably set 
on invading Iraq, demonizing 
opponents of the hair-trigger 
hawkishness was all part of 
the administration’s brainwash 
strategy. France came in for 
particular ridicule. And the 
mighty United Nations was all 
but cast aside by the Bush neo-
cons as the premier interna-
tional forum it is intended to 

be. Inveterate proponents of 
open-ended gun use in this 
country are equally dismissive 
today of the views of foreigners 
aghast at an appetite in Ameri-
ca for regression to a decidedly 
less civil order. 

The horrific episode in Cali-
fornia, followed by another 
cowardly Republican derail-
ment of the latest gun law 
reform effort, moved the New 
York Times to billboard the 
continuing absurdity of Capi-
tol Hill kowtowing to the gun 
industry in a manner the paper 
had not done in almost a cen-
tury. The Times editorial board 
opted for a front-page editorial 
to characterize the inaction of 
lawmakers as “a moral out-
rage and a national disgrace.” 
And the paper wistfully asked: 
“What better time than during 
a presidential election to show, 
at long last, that our nation has 
retained its sense of decency?” 

The odds obviously aren’t 
too favorable that any sense 
of decency, by way of a bold, 
principled stand by Capitol Hill 
against gun industry bullies, 
is in the cards anytime soon. 
Not with Republican caucuses, 
both in the House and Senate, 

that see nothing “indecent” 
about dancing to the NRA’s 
every tune. Two former Repub-
lican presidents, Ronald Rea-
gan and George H.W. Bush, 
in different ways, took notably 
strong stands against the gun 
lobby, and certainly in the case 
of Reagan, influenced the pas-
sage of key legislation. In 1994, 
the Brady bill that included the 
assault weapons ban, received 
Reagan’s robust support and 
was passed, although it was 
allowed to die without fanfare 
and with no significant move 
made to expand it at its sun-
set 10 years later. Bush was 
prompted to publicly condemn 
the NRA in 1995 in his letter of 
resignation as a life member of 
the organization in the wake 
of typically incendiary NRA 
comment following the deadly 
Oklahoma City bombing.

Bully pulpit-wise, it’s an 
altogether different scenario in 
2015. Any appeals / overtures 
from the sitting president are 
guaranteed to have zero effect, 
either with the NRA or its Capi-
tol Hill toadies. 

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

A common-sense deficit about guns
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a 90-day “stay” on alleged retaliation 
while it completes its investigation.

America needs men and women in 
military service with the moral cour-
age to tell the truth. They carry out a 
valuable service to the nation by helping 
to keep government officials honest and 
by bringing to light situations that need 
redress which otherwise would remain 
buried. The least we can do for the coura-

geous people who keep our government 
accountable is to provide them with legal 
safeguards. 

Lt. Col. Daniel L. Davis, USA (Ret.) 
– His work on defense, foreign affairs 
and social issues has been published in 
The New York Times, Financial Times, 
CNN, The Guardian, U.S. News & World 
Report, and other publications. He was 
also the recipient of the 2012 Ridenhour 
Prize for Truth-Telling. 

since the days of slavery to Jim Crow 
until now and it hasn’t worked yet. One 
generation of racists die and another 
springs forth. Those who do manage 
to wake up from their racist delusions 
had to do the long and arduous work on 
their own and come to their own con-

clusions about reality. This is why we 
needed the Emancipation Proclamation 
of 1863, the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
#BlackLivesMatter in 2015. If we had 
just waited until racists woke up from 
racism on their own, black people would 
still be in shackles on cotton planta-
tions, even now.
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our neighbors had the fear of getting 
arrested for an unpaid summons lifted 
off their shoulders.

“We will continue to partner with 
other agencies, organizations and the 
community to enhance safety and fair-
ness across our borough,” he added. 

The District Attorney said that a 
total of 60 firearms were turned in at 
the Gun Buyback event that took place 
on Saturday at the Lenox Road Baptist 
Church in East Flatbush, in partner-
ship with the New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD).

Thompson said nearly all of the 
firearms were “street guns” – mostly 
revolvers and semi-automatic pistols 
that are often used to commit crimes. 

He said they also included two rifles 
and three “zip guns” or homemade 
weapons that are sometimes used by 
gang members.

Thompson said no identification 
was required, and no questions were 
asked of those who chose to turn in 
the firearms in exchange for a US$200 
bank card for each gun. 

The district attorney also said that 
some residents who attended the event 

said that recent shootings, in their 
neighborhood and nationally, prompt-
ed them to get rid of guns they had at 
home, “which could have been stolen 
or used by a child.”

“Others, like a construction worker 
who said he found a loaded gun inside 
a dumpster, brought weapons that 
could have easily ended up with crimi-
nals,” Thompson said. 

The Gun Buyback program is one 
piece of the district attorney’s compre-
hensive approach to combat gun vio-
lence, which includes investigations of 
gun traffickers, targeting of individu-
als who are responsible for the major-
ity of shootings through initiatives by 
the newly-created Crime Strategies 
Unit, and securing convictions and 
lengthy prison sentences in drug- and 
gang-related cases prosecuted by the 
Violent Criminal Enterprises Bureau. 

Thompson said about 575 people 
also attended on Saturday his third 
Begin Again — a program designed 
to offer a solution to thousands of 
individuals who have an outstanding 
warrant because they failed to answer 
a summons for a low-level offense, like 
walking a dog without a leash or being 
in a park after closing. 

“There are over one million open 
warrants citywide, and they carry 
a number of negative consequenc-
es, including subjecting the warrant 
holder to arrest at any time,” Thomp-
son said. 

In all, he said 336 warrants were 
cleared at Mount Lebanon Baptist 
church in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

Continued from page 1 

Gun Buyback 
event nets 60 

firearmsBy Nelson A. King 
The government of the British Virgin 

Islands (BVI) says it is receiving assist-
ance in its efforts to reduce family vio-
lence from the United Nations organiza-
tion dedicated to gender equality and the 
empowerment of women (UN Women).

The BVI said in a statement on Thurs-
day that UN Women consultant Jacque-
line Sealy-Burke facilitated a series of 
meetings with stakeholders from Nov. 
29 to Dec. 1 on the effectiveness of the 
court-mandated Partnership for Peace 
Violence Intervention Program in its 
legal context.

Stakeholders also participated in work 
groups to discuss the “do’s and don’ts” 
regarding reform on sexual offences, the 
statement said. 

It said Sealey-Burke highlighted 
inadequacies in the handling of sexual 
offence cases in the region, and said law 
reform on its own is not adequate and 
must be accompanied by changes to the 
culture of the criminal justice system. 

She said that the working group must 
also approach sexual offences from a sys-
temic approach to effect needed change, 
according to the statement. 

“Often, we approach black letter 
reform in hopes that it will change 
behaviors, and it won’t,” Sealey-Burke 
said. “You need to build on existing pro-

grams, training and judicial education 
to enhance law enforcement, prosecu-
tion and judicial officers’ expertise in 
dealing with sexual offence cases.”

BVI Gender Affairs Coordinator, Loro-
lie Connor said that due to a growing 
concern in the levels of violence against 
women and girls, particularly in the Car-
ibbean region, UN Women offered sup-
port to the Virgin Islands to begin the 
process of legislation reform, towards the 
development of a Sexual Offences Bill.

She said the Territory will also receive 
assistance in implementing principles of 
equality and non-discrimination in the 
Territory’s justice system.

Connor said she looks forward to the 
work ahead in the development of the 
bill and the continued enhancement of 
the Partnership for Peace Program.

She said that although Part Seven 
of the Criminal Code addresses some 
forms of sexual offences, a comprehen-
sive law is needed that addresses all 
sexual offences, especially when dealing 
with cases of incest, sexual exploitation 
of children in all forms and a broadened 
definition of rape.

The Partnership for Peace Violence 
Intervention Program is court man-
dated and is geared at decreasing men’s 
violence against women, the statement 
said. 

BVI receives support to 
reduce family violence
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By Nelson A. King 
Students at a Brooklyn 

school has benefited from an 
eye screening projected organ-
ized collaboratively by the Cen-
tral Brooklyn Lions Club and 
District 20 K1. 

Central Brooklyn Lions Club 
said 78 students at Nathan-
iel Green Public School P.S 
36, at 2045 Linden Boulevard 
in Brooklyn, were “excited to 
have their eyes checked with 
a state of the art eye screening 
machine donated by District 
20 K-1.” 

“The eye screening machine 
was able to detect 27 children 
with different vision problems, 
which would require refer-
rals for further testing,” said 
Jamaican Lion Beverley Camp-
bell, the club’s secretary, add-
ing that the school’s principal, 
Johanna Schneider, was also 
“excited and grateful for the 

children and their parents who 
were given this opportunity.” 

Coordinators Lion Doreen 
Thomas, the Jamaican-born 
service chair, and Lion Ingrid 
Andrews Campbell, the club’s 
Vincentian-born president 
joined District Representatives 
Lion Ralph Gonzalez and Lion 
Jacob Berelowitz Lions Quest, 
chairpersons, “in sharing the 
feeling that this was, indeed, 
a wonderful accomplishment,” 
Campbell said. 

“It was overwhelming to 
see the students and teachers 

so excited – such an awesome 
feeling expressed by all,” she 
added. 

Visiting Lion from Swit-
zerland and guest of Central 
Brooklyn Lions Club Christian 
Brosni congratulated District 
20 K-1 Gov. Lion Melissa Torres 
“for having her district par-
ticipating in such an awesome 
project,” Campbell said. 

“If the sight of one stu-
dent was saved from this joint 
venture, then we would have 
accomplished what we do best 
– serve,” she added. 

By Zadie Neufville
KINGSTON, Jamaica, Dec. 

4 ,2015 (IPS) - Residents of 
Rocky Point, a sleepy fish-
ing village on Jamaica’s south 
coast, woke up one July 
morning this year to flood-
ed streets and yards. The sea 
had washed some 200 metres 
inland, flooding drains and 
leaving knee-deep water on 
the streets and inside people’s 
home, a result of high tides 
and windy conditions.

“I’ve been here for 43 years 
and I have never seen it like 
this,” Sydney Thomas told the 
Jamaica Observer newspaper.

Over at the Hellshire Fish-
ing Beach, a community sev-
eral miles outside the capi-
tal city Kingston, fishermen 
watched as their beach disap-
peared over a matter of weeks. 

The sea now lapped at the 
sides of buildings. Boats that 
once sat on the sand were 
bobbing in the surf along the 
edge of what remained of the 
white sand beach.

An the far end of the Hunts 
Bay basin, the inner-city com-
munity of Seaview Gardens sat 
at the edge of the mangrove 
swamp. For decades, residents 
there lived with overflowing 
sewage systems, the result 
of a backflow that is caused 
when seawater enters outflow 
pipes, flooding the network and 
pushing waste water back into 
homes and into the streets.

Flooding in coastal com-
munities around Jamaica is 
nothing new but in recent 
years, what used to be unu-
sual has become a frequent 
occurrence.

Students of the Nathaniel Green Middle School in Brooklyn 
wait patiently for an eye screening. From left: Lion Jacob 
Berelowitz Queens Pride Lions Club, Lion Lavern Harrison 
Central Brooklyn Lions Club and visiting Lion from Switzer-
land and guests of Central Brooklyn Lion Christian Brosni.
 Central Brooklyn Lions Club

Climate change will 
increase damage, 
losses in coastal 

communities

Lions 
aid eye 

screening 
for students
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alley Olivier
Curl up to a tasty rum-based 

cocktail, feast on classic Euro-
pean bar bites with a Caribbean 
twist and indulge on a story 
of resilience and drive at the 
newly established Solomon & 
Kuff. 

This Harlem gastropub is 
providing more than just 70 
different rums — represent-
ing various Caribbean, Central 
and South America countries. 
The story of rum’s connection 
to the triangle trade and roots 
in the Caribbean is what res-
taurateur Karl Franz Williams 
wishes to put on the forefront. 

According to Williams, “I 
have a way for telling the rum 
story and I thought this was 
an opportunity to talk about 
a spirit that is connected to 
my culture and is absolutely 
delicious with a great story to 
tell.”

This story is interwoven 
directly into the foundation 
of Solomon & Kuff. Williams 
named his restaurant after Ven-
ture Smith’s sons Solomon and 
Cuff. Smith was a slave who 
was bought for four barrels of 
rum and who later bought his 
freedom and the freedom of his 
family. The restaurateur said 
there is a motivation to pre-
serve and celebrate that legacy 
of drive presented by Venture 
Smith, while taking a minor 
liberty in switching the first 
letter of Cuff’s name to a K. 

“As a black, Caribbean per-
son and knowing the history 
of rum it was impossible for 
me to have a rum bar and not 

tell some of that story,” he 
explained. “It starts with rum, 
drive, entrepreneurship, and 
the spirit. He had two sons and 
their names were Solomon and 
Cuff, the idea is continuing the 
legacy of what he did.”

That same drive and entre-
preneurial spirit is present in 
Williams, a Yale University 
graduate, Brooklyn native and 

of Vincentian descent. 
This is not his first rodeo in 

opening a restaurant and bar; 
he first opened Society Coffee 
in 2005 which closed in 2011. 
While still operating Society 
Coffee, Williams opened 67 
Orange Street in 2008 — a 
cocktail bar known for its mas-
terly crafted drinks. 

“When I met some mixolo-

gists and cocktail profession-
als who were showing that the 
journey was just as important, 
I fell in love with that and 
immersed myself,” he said. 

His vision is greatly aided by 
a team who has been integral 
in doing the research, tasting, 
and adding to the growing list 
of rums. In particular, Nick Iat-
toni — who is director of oper-

ations, alongside his business 
partner Julie Grunberger, and 
Dierdra Goban who designed 
the space. 

“It’s impossible to do some-
thing like this without a great 
team,” he said. 

Solomon & Kuff officially 
opens its doors Dec. 11, located 
on 12 Avenue between 133 and 
134 streets in Harlem. 

Karl Franz Williams is opening a new Caribbean-infused gastropub in Harlem featuring 70 rums.  
 Photo by Aurora Fiorentino Scerbo

More than rum, a tale of slavery
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By Desmond Brown
PARIS, Dec. 6, 2015 (IPS) 

- Horace Walters has made 
the 6,903km journey from his 
native St. Lucia to Paris to 
deliver a simple, yet urgent 
message to the international 
community.

Walters, who has been 
involved in fishing for more 
than 40 years, said coastal 
communities, fishers, and fish 
farmers are already profound-
ly affected by climate change. 
He pointed to rising sea levels 
and acid oceans among the 
impacts of climate change.

“We need the international 
organisations and the (rich) 
countries to put their money 
where they have done a lot 
of damage. The damage is 
not done by us. We have not 
been able to have that kind of 
impact on the environment 
like the developed world has 
had so we want them to be 
mindful and we want them to 
understand that we need sup-

port,” Walters told IPS.
“We need money to build 

new sea defences, new protec-
tion areas; it’s going to take us 
money to buy new boats and 
bigger boats. We need help.”

In the CARICOM region, 
the local population is highly 
dependent on fish for economic 
and social development. This 
resource also contributes signifi-
cantly to food security, poverty 
alleviation, employment, foreign 
exchange earnings, development 
and stability of rural and coastal 
communities, culture, recrea-
tion and tourism.

The subsector provides 
direct employment for more 
than 120,000 fishers and indi-
rect employment opportuni-
ties for thousands of others 
— particularly women — in 
processing, marketing, boat-
building, net-making and 
other support services.

“We want to ensure that 
there is recognition of the 
negative impacts of climate 

change on our fishing indus-
try; that our people need to 
continue to sustainably use 
the resources and based on 
the science we have not been 
overexploiting out resources,” 
Walters, who is the president 
St. Lucia Fisher Folk Coopera-
tive Society, said.

“We have to be mindful that 
our people want to eat good 
protein and fish is a source of 
the best protein.”

Dr. Asha Singh, who heads 
the Ocean Governance Unit 
in the Organisation of East-
ern Caribbean States (OECS) 
told IPS: “We derive about 55 
per cent of our protein needs 
from the marine environment. 
Fisheries is an important sec-
tor for us. However we have 
not had success in promot-
ing that into viable economic 
activity. It’s still a very small 
percentage on our GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product) chart.”

Walters said sea level rise 
and extreme weather con-

ditions have resulted in the 
destruction of expensive infra-
structure like landing sites, 
locker rooms and ramps.

“The haul-up areas are 
going to have to be re-estab-
lished, redeveloped and some 
of our people are beginning to 
understand what it will cost 
because there is a cost when 
you lose all of your facilities. A 
lot of facilities have been built, 
landing ramps, fishing boat 
enclosures and with the sea 
level rise we anticipate that we 
might not be able to use them 

anymore,” he said.
“A lot of fishermen live in 

the coastal areas and if these 
are inundated with water we 
have to have a new land pol-
icy to relocate those people. 
It’s going to be a really diffi-
cult preposition for our people 
because in the Caribbean we 
are fish eaters.”

Experts have warned that 
the acidity of the world’s 
oceans may increase by 170 
per cent by the end of the 
century, bringing significant 
economic losses. 

Making the case for 
Caribbean fishers

Horace Walters, who has been involved in fi shing for more 
than 40 years, said coastal communities, fi shers, and fi sh 
farmers are already profoundly affected by climate change. 
He pointed to rising sea levels and acid oceans among the 
impacts of climate change. Inter Press Service / Desmond Brown
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By Alley Olivier
The holidays are upon us 

and thanks to the Stuyvesant 
Independent Art’s Bazaar, gift-
giving is now an easy weekend 
to-do list. 

Bedstuy’s Stuyvesant Man-
sion located at 375 Stuyvesant 
Avenue has been transformed 
into a holiday pop up shop, 
featuring food, clothing, an art 
exhibition, and various work-
shops for the whole family to 
enjoy. 

This is not your average pop 
up shop; the organizers have 
created a well-rounded experi-
ence that provides a platform 
for small business owners to 
connect with the community 
in an intimate way. 

According to participating 

artisan Allison Burnham of 
Coconut Baby Catering, “It’s 
just a very eclectic group of 
artisans that are going to be 
there. It’s not just food, it’s 
going to be jewelry, people 
who hand-make ornaments, 
clothing — really interesting 
group of people, artists coming 
together to put together this 
bazaar.” 

The bazaar pulls entrepre-
neurs beyond Brooklyn’s bor-
ders. Included in their vendor 
list is Coconut Baby Catering 
by Allison Burnham, who is 
based in Barbados but is origi-
nally from New York. 

“I will be doing the mango-
christophine tart, that’s the 
new thing I’m doing,” Burn-

Amerijet International, 
Inc. is a full-service all-car-
go carrier providing regional 
and international, scheduled 
all-cargo service. With more 
than 40 years of experience 
in the global air cargo indus-
try, Amerijet provides daily 
air cargo flights serving the 
Caribbean, Mexico, South and 
Central America, Amerijet’s 
worldwide network reaches as 
far east as Europe, Asia and 
the Middle East. 

The carrier has built its 
foundation as an all-cargo air 
carrier linking New York to its 
more than 625 global destina-
tions on three basic business 
practices: reliability, innova-
tive customized solutions and 
collaborative relationships 
with every customer. “We’re 
committed to building long-
term relationships with each 
and every one of our custom-
ers,” said Richard Hernandez, 

Amerijet JFK regional sales 
manager. “As your trusted 
partner, we’ll always provide 
quality services, flexible trans-
portation solutions, proactive 
communication and innova-
tive technology to help our 
customers businesses thrive. 
At Amerijet, we provide the 
total transportation package 
- by land, sea and air,” said 
Hernandez.

The company opened its 
first office in New York in 1989 
and today Amerijet has three 
locations in New York with 
one each in Jamaica, locat-
ed at 177-09 150th Ave., the 
Bronx, located at 1225 Jerome 
Ave. and in Brooklyn located 
at 1357 Utica Ave. With offices 
in more than 78 countries, 
Amerijet delivers the expertise 
and infrastructure to provide 
seamless worldwide freight 
services for freight of any size, 

Jahzara of Jahzara Fashion House features garments at the 
Stuyvesant Indie Bazaar.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Amerijet provides 
all-cargo service 
from New York

Holiday 
bazaar 
makes 

shopping 
easy
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“Choosing BEOC gave me 

the opportunity to develop 

my academic skills and set me 

on course to achieve my goals!

The instructors and advisors 

are great and the environment 

is diverse and comfortable!”

Shanay Morris, BEOC Class of 2015
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that spreads the Zika virus as well, as 
dengue and chikungunya,” the minister 
noted.

St. Kitts
St. Kitts and Nevis Prime Minister 

Dr. Timothy Harris has paid tribute to 
former Eastern Caribbean Central Bank 
(ECCB) Governor Sir K. Dwight Venner 
whose retirement came into effect on 
Nov. 30, 2015.

In a letter to Venner, Harris wrote: 
“On behalf of the government and peo-
ple of St. Kitts and Nevis, I wish to 
thank you for your outstanding serv-
ice as governor of the 
Eastern Caribbean Cen-
tral Bank (ECCB) over 
the last 26 years. Under 
your leadership the 
ECCB has seen tremendous growth 
and expansion of its portfolio services 
and overseen growth and stability in 
the Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) financial system.”

Harris said a component of Venner’s 
legacy would be the foundation laid for 
sustainable development and transfor-
mation of Eastern Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) countries.

St. Lucia
Officials of the Caribbean Develop-

ment Bank (CDB) recently paid a visit 
to St. Lucia to launch two milestone 

projects that will improve water access 
for more than l00,000 residents who 
live in some of the most underserved 
areas of the country.

The launch of the John Compton 
Dam Rehabilitation 
and Vieux Fort Water 
Supply Redevelopment 
projects will help end 
acute water shortages 
that have threatened the livelihoods 
of residents and stymied the growth of 
businesses in the north and south of 
St. Lucia.

The projects aimed to provide an effi-
cient, reliable, climate-resilient water 
supply to the two areas.

The John Compton Rehabilitation 
Project aims to improve the reliability of 
water supply during the dry season for 
93,000 residents in the northern districts 
of Castries. The project is supported by 
funding of US$14,798 million provided 
by the CDB, the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank and the European Investment 
Bank (EIB).

Trinidad
The main opposition party in Trini-

dad and Tobago, the United National 
Congress (UNC) has won round two of 
its legal battle against the ruling Peo-
ple’s National Movement (PNM) and the 
Election and Boundaries Commission 
(EBC) in its election petition.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 12 months, we have been servicing the 
community with dignity and compassion. We look 

forward to the future providing the same excellent service.
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TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language 
at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
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Have TWO 
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 them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in 
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Don’t use  
extension cords  

as main power  
sources.
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PUT YOU AND YOUR
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“Gypsy in the Moonlight,” a novel set 
in Trinidad and Tobago during World 
War II, written by Lawrence Waldron, 
will be formally launched Tuesday 
evening Dec. 15 at the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library branch at 22 Linden Blvd., 
Brooklyn. The launch, scheduled for 6 
–7:45 pm, will be hosted by the Carib-
bean Awareness Committee and the 
Trinidad and Tobago Folk Arts Institute, 
in collaboration with the Caribbean Lit-
erary and Cultural Center.

The book is, as described by the  
author, “a historical novel that com-
bines the wry wit, urban commentary 
and gender anxieties of the uniquely 
modern and surprisingly compatible 
mediums of calypso and noir.” 

A New York resident and émigré from 
Trinidad and Tobago, author Waldron 
teaches Caribbean Art at City College 
of CUNY. “Gypsy in the Moonlight” pro-
vided Waldron with an opportunity to 
lean heavily on abundant research and 
extensive writing and lecturing he has 
done on Trinidadian cultural traditions, 
including calypso. 

Dubbed “a calypso mystery,” the 
novel uses the presence of American 
servicemen stationed at the naval base 
in Chaguaramas, Trinidad from 1942 
and the resulting so-called “social inva-
sion” that impacted Trinidadian society, 
to weave its tale of mischief and even-
tually, murder. Reflecting the tenor 
of the times, the calypso art form, as 
an important forum for topical com-
mentary, boldly addressed the dramatic 
change in social mores occasioned by 
the American military presence, no 
individual composition doing so more 
famously than Lord Invader’s classic 
“Rum and Coca Cola.” 

Positive advance comments about 
“Gypsy in the Moonlight” include the 
following: “a fine, powerfully evoca-

tive literary work that confronts the 
dark shadows of the Yankee presence 
in Trinidad during the 1940s” (Roger 
Toussaint, former president of the 
Transport Workers Union Local 100); 
“it beams light on the often conde-
scending presence of American military 
personnel stationed in Trinidad” (Duff 
Mitchell, Trinidad and Tobago Folk Arts 
Institute); “It is easily one of the best 
novels set in the Caribbean in the last 
50 years” (W.R. Holder, educator).

The Dec. 15 book launch event is free 
and open to the public. For information, 
contact: Caribbean Awareness Commit-
tee at 718-532-6347 or T&T Folk Arts 
Institute at 718-252-6161. 

Book cover of “Gypsy in the Moon-
light.” 

Book launch of ‘Gypsy 
in the Moonlight’

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH

MKT 15.71v1

WHERE
DO I
CLICK?

THE 
LOWEST 
COST 
Health 
PLAN 
ONLINE? Lawrence Waldron. lw



Caribbean Life, December 11-17, 2015 27  BQ



Caribbean Life, December 11-17, 201528    B 

A gift-wrap station in a corner of the home that is seldom used can make wrapping presents any time of the year easier and more 
enjoyable.

Nearly as much energy goes into 
wrapping gifts as purchasing 
them. Some people excel at wrap-

ping gifts, while others do not enjoy 
the task at all. Part of the trouble with 
gift-wrapping is the room and tools 
needed to wrap all of those holiday 
treasures. But a gift-wrap station in a 
corner of the home that is seldom used 
can make wrapping presents any time 
of the year easier and more enjoyable:

• Find a place to store gift wrap and 
the tools needed to wrap gifts. Many 
people fi nd the back of a closet door 
works perfectly. 

• Install wire hanger racks so the 
gift wrap tubes can be stored verti-
cally along the surface of the door.

• Install a folding shelf on a hinge, 
and use that shelf to do your wrapping. 
Fold the shelf up when it is not needed 
and secure it with a latch at the top. 

• Hang hooks to store tape and scis-
sors. Attach the scissors to the hook 
with a string so they won’t go miss-
ing. 

• A basket tucked nearby can house 
bows and ribbons so that they are eas-
ily stored until needed.

Having the wrapping station so ac-
cessible also allows you to take inven-
tory of supplies and restock when nec-
essary. 

Have we become a society that is 
too busy for gift wrap? When a 
birthday arrives or the holidays 

come around in full force, where do 
most people turn? To the ultra-conve-
nient gift bag, that’s where. 

Before you eschew wrapping pa-
per for a gift bag this holiday season, 
think about all of the advantages to 
spending some time and reacquaint-
ing yourself with the art of gift wrap-
ping. Here are some reasons to save 
the gift bag for another time:

Wrapping can be green, too. 
Wrapping paper can be reused if it 
is carefully removed from a gift. You 
also can create your own wrapping 
paper by decorating brown postal 
paper with a rubber stamp or hav-
ing children color their own special 
murals. Don’t overlook newsprint as 
wrapping as well.

Paper is more cost-effective. 

Although there are scores of dis-
count stores that sell low-priced 
gift bags, often the quality isn’t the 
same, and the handles could tear af-
ter one or two uses. Wrapping paper 
per inch is definitely more afford-
able than gift bags, particularly 
when it’s  on sale.

Wrapping paper lets you be cre-

ative. Cover a box with a patchwork 
of different paper scraps, choose to 
stagger colors of paper with boxes 
towered one on top of another, or tie 
on the biggest bow you can fi nd.

Paper is traditional. Look back 
to the classic stories of Yuletide and 
you are bound to fi nd images of Santa 
Claus pulling wrapped boxes out of 
his enormous gift sack. Also think 
about how department stores used to 
(and some still do) offer complimen-
tary gift wrapping.

Wrapped gifts travel better. 

When carrying your bounty of gifts 
to friends and family, carefully 
wrapped boxes tend to stand up to 
travel better than gift bags. No one 
wants to receive a gift bag that has 
been wrinkled and crushed into some 
amorphous shape. Plus, wilted tissue 
paper can be off-putting. 

Create your own area 
for gift wrapping

Has gift 
wrapping 
become 

a lost art?

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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When you are in the 
market for a used car, 
why not buy from Brook-
lyn’s highest-rated used-
car dealership? 

Owner Glenn Gub-
ner says, “We are the 
only used car dealer in 
the area with such ex-
tremely good reviews on 
Google and social me-
dia sites. We work hard 
to maintain our positive 
feedback ratings.”

It’s done by offering 
clients quality cars, fair 
pricing, excellent cus-
tomer service, and by 
providing repair service 
to all makes and models. 
To put it quite simply, 
“We don’t sell any cars 
with problems we are 
aware of,” says Gubner. 
“All cars are very care-
fully examined and all 
necessary repairs are 
completed prior to sell-
ing.”

It’s a plus that there 
is a full repair facility 
on the premises that in-
spects the cars that are 
offered for sale. Long af-
ter the customers drive 
off into the sunset with 
their vehicles, this ser-
vice can continue, mak-
ing the entire experi-
ence very convenient 
for everyone.  

At any given time, 
there are about 50 cars 
for sale in the lot, the 
majority of which are 
made in America and 
Japan.  

“We always have 
Toyotas and Nissans in 
stock,” says Gubner. “All 
are good quality, and all 
are good to go virtually 
problem-free for a long 
period of time.” 

Some of this cur-
rent inventory can be 
viewed at the company’s 
website, www.coney-
andvautosales.com, and 
a recent check included 
other popular models 
such as Jeep Wrangler, 

Jeep Grand Cherokee, 
Acura, Chrysler, and 
Subaru.

Financing is avail-
able to everyone, no 
matter what the credit 
history. 

“We offer extremely 
low rates for people with 
good credit, and there 
are low down payments 
for good credit custom-
ers, too,” he says.

What also adds to the 
positive shopping expe-
rience is that Coney and 
V Auto Sales is a fam-
ily-run business. This 
means everyone takes 
pride in their work, and 
they are eager to please 
all of their customers. 

The tone is set by Gub-
ner who says, “We are 
here to help people, and 
are willing to work with 
them.”  

No reasonable offer 
is refused, because the 
company’s objective is 
to provide patrons with 
a good, reliable mode of 
transportation, at a fair 
price, he says.

The management un-
derstands that because 
some potential custom-
ers may not already own 
cars, it can be difficult to 
get out to the shop to see 
what they offer, so pick-
up service is provided 
for serious buyers to get 
them to and from the fa-

cility. That’s service.
The staff is com-

prised of professionals 
who know the business. 
In fact, some of them 
have decades of experi-
ence in the automotive 
field, and are able to of-
fer expert advice. 

The repair shop is 
open to everyone, even 
if cars were not pur-
chased at Coney and V 
Auto Sales. In fact, Gub-
ner encourages people 
to come in with cars 
bought from other deal-
ers, and offers to evalu-
ate them for a flat $50 
fee. If the car is mechan-
ically and structurally 
sound, the staff will tell 

you, but if they find is-
sues, they will let you 
know what the problems 
are and let you know the 
cost of repairs.

What it all adds up 
to is this: “We are here 
to give you the best 
car buying experience 
you’ve ever had,” says 
Gubner.  

Coney and V Auto 
Sales [2510 Coney Island 
Ave. between Avenues 
V and W in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 759–6990, 
www.coneyandvauto -
sales.com]. Open seven 
days a week, 9 am–7 pm.

SEE OUR SALES 
ON BACK PAGE OF 
THIS PAPER!

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Have the best car-buying experience at Coney and V Auto Sales
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type or weight in single packages, on 
pallets or skids, in containers or crates, 
or for consolidated shipments.  The 
company serves a diverse clientele in 
New York shipping a vast range of 
goods, including, oversized and hard to 
handle shipments, electronics, heavy 
equipment, personal goods and house-
hold items and hazardous materials 
offering airport-to-airport and to-door 
delivery services.  

Amerijet operates Boeing 727-200, 
Boeing 767-200 and Boeing 767-300 
aircraft from its primary international 
hub at Miami International Airport, 

with 210,000-square-foot export and 
100,000-square-foot imports air cargo 
handling facilities. A custom-built 
10,300 square-foot (227,419 cu. ft.) 
cooling facility was specially designed 
to maintain the cool chain integrity of 
perishables during the transportation 
process. In addition to the state-of–
the-art design features, multiple pre-
cooling systems, and 24-hour surveil-
lance, the refrigerated storage space is 
subdivided into four climate-controlled 
chambers offering not only refrigerated, 
but frozen, and chilled storage. 

For more information, contact your 
local Amerijet office: Amerijet JFK Sta-
tion; phone: +1-844-418-9404; email: 
sales.jfk@amerijet.com.

A gift under  
the tree  

for her.
A heart  

filled  
with  joy  

for us.

This holiday, send money to loved ones  
in Jamaica in minutes.*

*Subject to agent operating hours and compliance with regulatory requirements. Licensed in all 50 
states. Licensed as a Money Transmitter by the Banking Department of the State of New York, NMLS # 
898432. MoneyGram, the Globe and MoneyGram Bringing You Closer are marks of MoneyGram. All other 
marks are the property of their respective owners. © 2015 MoneyGram.   1015-81919CL

800-926-9400    moneygram.com

It’s amazing how much you 
receive when you send money.

lascojamaica.com/financial/

Receive money at over 100  
agent locations across Jamaica Send from over 40,000 locations across the US

beaches, resorts, airports, seaports, 
power plants and roads could disappear 
or incur significant damage.

CARICOM’s Climate Change Task 
Force also pointed to the land mass 
losses in the region’s 20 member CARI-
COM states. 

It pointed to a rise in sea levels that 
would result in about 1,300 square kil-
ometers of land area being lost. 

This would be equivalent to the com-
bined areas of Antigua and Barbuda, 
Anguilla, Barbados and St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, CHTA said.

It said that when one extends the 
impact to 15 additional Caribbean 
Basin states that are not part of CARI-
COM, including Cuba and the Domini-
can Republic, the regional impact is far 
greater. 

“Based upon these estimations, the 
social-economic consequences to the 
Caribbean would be catastrophic,” said 
CHTA, adding that the consequences 
to the region’s economies would be 
“severe, affecting employment levels, 
government revenue and diverting pre-
cious limited resources by states that 
are already facing vulnerable debt to 
GDP (gross domestic product) ratios, to 
infrastructure and mitigation efforts.”

CHTA said that it supports the posi-
tion being advanced by the CARICOM 
Task Force, which calls for a binding 

agreement by the world’s nations, rec-
ognizing the special circumstances of 
the Caribbean and Small Island Devel-
oping States (SIDS), mitigating the 
impact of climate change by adopting 
measures that are aimed at restricting 
a rise in global temperature below 1.5 
degrees Centigrade above pre-industri-
al levels, and providing technical and 
financial resources supporting research 
and mitigation measures to counter 
losses.

Troubetzkoy said CHTA is “working 
on several fronts to create a more sus-
tainable tourism industry.”

With the support of the Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank, she said detailed 
energy efficiency audits have been con-
ducted on over 150 regional hotels.

Troubetzkoy said many of the region’s 
hotels have put energy efficiency meas-
ures in-place, and that the industry has 
advanced training, policies and incen-
tives that support greater efficiencies 
and lower carbon footprints. 

Additionally, she said CHTA and 
many of the region’s national hotel and 
tourism associations have developed 
and promoted readiness and response 
plans to minimize the impact from 
weather-related disasters. 

CHTA said it is a federation of 32 
national hotel associations, with more 
than 600 member hotels and over 300 
allied members. 

It said it is the largest representative 
of the private sector in the Caribbean 
hotel and tourism industry. 

Continued from page 9 

CLIMATE 

Continued from page 22 

AMERIJET 

ham said. “I’m also doing a couple of 
different drinks I do back home includ-
ing a coconut punch, sorrel, cranberry-
ginger drink — all kinds of different, 
new things that I’m trying out on the 
American public.”

The unique shopping experience 
aims to pull the community in to “shop 
local” beyond small business Satur-

day. The Stuyvesant Independent Art’s 
Bazaar also positions itself to push con-
versations around culture through the 
art exhibit by artist Citizin titled, “Not 
Black Enough For New York, Not Afri-
can Enough For Accra” during opening 
night. 

According to the artist’s description 
his piece discusses the limbo between 
operating within two cultures. 

The Stuyvesant Independent Art’s 
Bazaar will run every Sunday until Dec. 
20. Find your stocking stuffers at the 
holiday pop up shop. 

Continued from page 22 

BAZAAR

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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     Explore places you’ve never been 
before…

Enjoy some real home cooking...

  Not to mention, there’ll be lots of parties, 
festivals, and music events islandwide!

        
You’ve been away for too long and we miss you.

We look forward to welcoming you home for the holidays.
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OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766

OPEN 

EARLY

MAJOR
FIND A

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 

accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear 

and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/11/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.
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Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#3640

$9,995
'12 HONDA CIVIC

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

31k miles, Stk#5650

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,995

‘10 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 1042, 37k mi.

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘11 MAZDA 3

Stk# 15906, 55k mi.

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

14k miles, Stk#15152

'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

10k miles, Stk#10024

$9,995

$10,000
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'11 TOYOTA RAV4

48k miles, Stk#1066

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,995
'12 HONDA CR-V

57k miles, Stk#13914

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#1255

$10,000

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

72k miles, Stk#7278

$8,995



By Shavana Abruzzo
Business is booming in Bed-

ford-Stuyvesant, its commer-
cial heart beating along Fulton 
Street on a retail sprawl the 
size of eight football fields.  

Trendy boutiques, national 
chain stores, and long-stand-
ing mom-and-pops bustle  
along Fulton between Troy 
and Classon Avenues, and on 
Nostrand Avenue from Halsey 
Street to Atlantic Avenue. It’s 
a shopping depot for residents, 
a magnet for new transplants, 
and a point of discovery for 
tourists seeking a special sou-
venir — whether an exotic 
African curio or a sumptuous 
memory of a soul-food dinner 
savored in a cozy restaurant.

Bedford-Stuyvesant’s ren-
aissance is the story of a social 
and demographic revolution. 
Crime is down, young profes-
sionals are moving in, local 
entrepreneurs are opening 
businesses, a Neo-Grec town-
house on Hancock Street sold 
for $2,950,000 in September, 
and a community group is fast-
tracking the renaissance to 
improve commercial and resi-
dential life. 

“You can feel the change 
because people are taking a 
strong interest in this part of 
Bed-Stuy for the great oppor-
tunities that exist here,” says 
Michael Lambert, executive 
director of the six-year-old 
Bed-Stuy Gateway Business 
Improvement District that 
manages the commercial cor-
ridor and collaborates on such 
improvement projects as the 
$20 million Nostrand Avenue 
reconstruction between Atlan-
tic and Flushing avenues, and 
the $22 million Fulton Street-
scape Beautification project 
with new plazas, sidewalks, 
trees, benches, illumination, 
and bike racks to enhance vis-
ual appeal.

Lambert takes his job seri-
ously. When contractors work-
ing on the Nostrand Avenue 
project left for the day with the 
sidewalk ripped open between 
Fulton and Halsey streets — 
posing an imminent danger 
to merchants and patrons — 

he fired off phone calls and 
emails to city pooh-bahs until 
the problem was fixed within 
24 hours.

“That way businesses could 
engage safely with their cus-
tomers again,” he says.

The Bed-Stuy Gateway Busi-
ness Improvement District 
serves close to 400 commercial 
enterprises, and is among the 72 
such private-public partnerships 
with the New York City Depart-
ment of Small Business Services 
helping to revitalize neighbor-
hoods and spur economic devel-
opment across the city through 
$100 million invested in pro-
grams and services. 

• It attracted Edible Arrange-
ments, Walgreens Pharma-
cy, and Planet Fitness to the 
region.

• Its “cleaning ambassadors” 
— grimebusters in lime green 

uniforms — power wash and 
pick up after the more than 
27,000 daily visitors, virtually 
around the clock. 

• Its public safety and envi-
ronmental control team is out 
on the street monitoring cam-
eras placed throughout the 
district. 

• Its marketing experts 
help merchants promote their 
businesses through links to 
their websites from the group’s 
online merchant directory, 
annual holiday advertisements 
in local newspapers, and other 
outreach. 

• It introduces local young-
sters to the workplace with 
paid and unpaid internships.

The “gateway” in its name is 
also strategic.

“The founders saw this 
stretch of Fulton Street as 
being a portal to other parts of 

the borough and Manhattan,” 
says Lambert, who assumed 
his position three years ago 
and has seen a dozen new busi-
nesses come aboard, elevating 
the profile of the surrounding 
neighborhood — an architec-
tural splendor containing one 
of the largest collections of 
largely untouched Victorian-
style buildings in the country, 
with nearly 9,000 structures 
built before 1900 by some esti-
mates. 

Bedford-Stuyvesant — 
named for the Duke of Bedford 
and early settler Peter Stuyve-
sant — is a living catalog of 
the working-class experience. 
Diverse ethnic groups, includ-
ing Jews, Italians, Irish, Carib-
beans, and southeast Asians, 
have called it home, and its 
torturous battle with civil 
rights, unemployment, pover-

ty, crime, and hope is etched 
on its handsome buildings and 
scrappy sidewalks that scream 
empowering quotes from Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and Mal-
colm X.

It’s also a veritable Who’s 
Who:

• Late Rep. Shirley Chisholm 
[1924–2005] was born here to 
a factory worker and a seam-
stress, becoming the first 
African-American woman to 
serve in Congress and earning 
a reputation for breaking down 
barriers while tirelessly advo-
cating for the most vulner-
able in our communities as the 
“people’s politician.” President 
Obama posthumously grant-
ed Chisholm the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom last month 
— the highest national civil-
ian honor — to coincide with 
what would have been her 91st 
birthday.

• Jewish immigrants Morris 
and Rose Michtom invented 
the Teddy bear above their tiny 
candy store at 404 Tompkins 
Ave. between Hancock Street 
and Jefferson Avenue in 1902.

• Singer Lena Horne was 
born at 661 Lafayette Ave.

• Jackie Robinson Park on 
Reid Avenue between Chaunc-
ey and Marion streets honors 
Major League Baseball’s first 
African-American player.

• Freed slave James Weeks 
established one of the nation’s 
first free-black communities in 
nearby Weeksville. 

Today’s diverse and eclectic 
mix of residents and businesses 
— among them families, art-
ists, entrepreneurs, commu-
nity advocates, and service and 
arts organizations — are as 
culturally committed, housed 
in historic brownstones and 
living harmoniously for the 
most part in a neighborhood 
that has been sliced and diced 
more than a Thanksgiving tur-
key.

Mary H. Monomi opened 
her book on Bedford-Stuyve-
sant in 1973 with the ques-
tion, “Why would anyone want 
to live there?” These days she 
might wonder, “Why are so 
many people flocking there?”

SP   TLIGHT
Dec. 11, 2015 Visit the BID at bedstuybid.org

A commercial revolution in Bed-Stuy

A small-business revolution along Fulton Street is catapulting Bedford-Stuyvesant to new 
economic heights.
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* Offer is valid through March 31, 2016.  This offer is available to new and existing customers who hold a Carver Smart Checking or a Carver Smart Business Checking account.  Any person 
whose accounts at Carver have been closed within 90 days or closed at any time with a negative balance are not eligible for this offer. All Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of 
September 30, 2015.    

Consumer Offer:  During the promotion period a person who holds a Smart Checking Account can open (1) a new Money Market Account and earn a promotional rate through March 31, 2016; 
and/or (2) a 3-year CD and earn a 1.65% APY for the term.  An existing depositor must fund either or both accounts with new-to-bank funds; the funds cannot be transferred from an existing 
Carver account.  Smart Checking. The minimum balance to open a Smart Checking account is $100.  A service charge of $15 will be imposed each month where the average monthly balance 
in the account falls below $750.  You can avoid this service charge by scheduling direct deposit(s) that total at least $750 per month or conducting at least 10 debt/ATM card purchases per 
month. Money Market. The minimum balance to open a Money Market account is $20,000.  The account is a tiered account with the following rates as of September 30, 2015, Tier 1: >$0.00 
to $9,999.99 = APY 0%; Tier 2: $10,000 to $19,999.99 = APY .60% ; Tier 3: $20,000 or greater = APY 1.00%.  The Tier 3 APY will apply through March 31, 2016; Rates may vary for 
other balance tiers during promotion period and for all tiers thereafter. Fees may reduce earnings. CD Account. To obtain the 1.65% APY for a 3-year CD, the minimum account-opening balance 
and daily balance is $1,000.  This minimum balance must be a deposit of new-to-bank funds of at least $1,000 or, in the case of an existing CD that matures during the promotion period, the 
balance may be achieved by the deposit of $1,000 in new-to-bank funds or 10% of the maturing CD amount, whichever is greater.  A penalty may be imposed for an early withdrawal. 

Business Offer:  The minimum balance to open a Smart Business Checking account is $100.  A service charge of $15 will be imposed each month where the average monthly balance in the 
account falls below $1,500.  You can avoid a $15 monthly service charge by scheduling at least $1,500 in total direct deposit per month or having at least 10 debt/ATM card purchases 
per month.  During the promotion period a person who holds a Smart Business Checking account can open (1) a new Money Market Account and and/or (2) a 3-year CD and earn a earn a 
promotional rate.  An existing Carver depositor must fund either or both accounts with new-to-bank funds; the funds cannot be transferred from an existing Carver account.  Note: The require-ments 
for minimum balances to open and to earn the promotional APYs applicable for the business Money Market and CD accounts, and for the deposit of new-to-bank funds in such accounts, are the 
same as explained in the Consumer Offer above. 

Other terms and conditions may apply. Please contact a Carver representative for detailed information.

718.230.2900    www.carverbank.com
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By Shavana Abruzzo
Good lookin’ Bedford-Stuy-

vesant is cookin’ up an econom-
ic storm, thanks to innovative 
entrepreneurs such as boutique 
baker Myriam Nicolas.

The small business owner 
opened Brooklyn Baby Cakes 
on Nostrand Avenue between 
Macon and Halsey streets in 
2012, a decade after buying a 
home in the brownstone com-
munity — then a blighted blip 
on the radar, despite being 
a short train ride away from 
downtown Manhattan. 

“If you moved to Bedford-
Styuvesant you were some sort 
of a pioneer,” she says. “It was a 
neighborhood people were scep-
tical about.”

Nicolas and her husband were 
early visionaries who looked 
past the crime.

“We weren’t focused on what 
was happening around the cor-
ner,” she says. “At the end of 
the day these were beautiful 
homes, and we just focused on 
that.”

Her bakery — a warm, child-
friendly place where people can 
come in, sit down, relax, and 

enjoy a fresh-baked dessert and 
a cup of coffee — is the icing 
on the cake. Nicolas had virtu-
ally no baking experience when 
she began concocting cup-
cakes and treats for family and 
friends in an experiment that 
became a passion. Her sweets 
were so scrumptious that they 
persuaded her to open a bakery, 
which the Bed-Stuy Gateway 
Business Improvement District 
launched to the community 
with a mixcer.

“The support was nice,” says 
Nicolas, whose business is a hit 
with tourists flocking to the 

local bed-and-breakfasts for an 
affordable stay in a fast-grow-
ing community in the city’s 
fastest growing borough. 

Her cake creations are all 
baked on-site, with a different 
flavor featured each month — 
November was pumpkin and 
December is eggnog. The menu 
bursts with signature velvet 
cupcakes and luscious special-
ties such as Hummingbird, a 
spiced medley with crushed 
pineapple, bananas, and wal-
nuts topped with vanilla frost-
ing. Maple Pecan, a maple but-
tercream dainty crafted with 

candied pecans, cinnamon, and 
Madagascar bourbon, is among 
the ambrosial seasonals draw-
ing customers back for more.

Once-forsaken Bedford-Styu-
vesant is leaping into the com-
mercial big leagues and small 
businesses are refueling it with 
local dollars. Community resi-

dents, notes Nicolas, can walk 
out of their homes, walk down 
the street, and shop without 
having to get in their car or 
hop on a train, in a break with 
the past.

“New and exciting things are 
definitely happening here,” she 
says.

A local baker sweetens the revival

 BED-STUY SPOTLIGHT
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Art & Culture

Angela’s Gallery
1101 Fulton St. (718) 857–1427 
aweusi@gmail.com

For My Sweet
1103 Fulton St. kocamp@gmail.
com

Billie Holiday Theater
1368–B Fulton St. (718) 636–0918

Associations & Civic Groups

Siege Social of Pulaar Speaking 
Association
1169 Fulton St. (718) 398–4329

Beauty, Body, & Lifestyle

Very Polished
1082 Fulton St. (718) 636–0600 
angie@verypolishednails.com

J & J Angel Nails
1096 Fulton St. (718) 622–2798

Red Carpet Unisex Salon
1133 Fulton St.(347) 204–3678

Beauty Fantasy
1143 Fulton St. (718) 789–0108 
beautyfantasyny@gmail.com

Jarama Barber Shop
1173 Fulton St. (718) 399–8778

Alhumdulldahi Barber Shop
1176 Fulton St. (646) 796–8146

Fulton Barber Shop
1180B Fulton St. (917) 873–8619

Zam Zam Stop and Shop
1188 Fulton St. (718) 812–2913

Our Nails Salon
1211 Fulton St. (718) 622–2357

Victoria’s Virgin Hair
1251A Fulton St. (347) 359–4207

Big Bang Ink 
1270 2F Fulton St. (718) 483–8323

Ria’s Beauty Salon
1300 Fulton St. (516) 451–2084

Paradise of Eden Beauty Supply
1302 Fulton St.(718) 230–1599

Naher Beauty Art & Salon
1306 Fulton St. (929) 888–0139

Tanho’s African Hairbraiding
1312 Fulton St. (718) 783–1742

Lana Discount Beauty Supply
1317 Fulton St. (718) 399–3160

Rose Discount Beauty Supply
1323 Fulton St. (718) 623 8880

Nail Kraz Inc.
1345 Fulton St. (718) 783 3789

Y+M Hair Outlet
1351 Fulton St. (347) 221–1503

Judy’s Supreme Beauty Hair 
Salon
1393 Fulton St. (347) 612–5376 
judyshairsalonfulton@gmail.com

Princess Nails
1395 Fulton St. (718) 230–4642

Dynasty Beauty Salon
1429 Fulton St. (718) 789–0500 
dynastys.domain@gmail.com

First Class Nails
1433 Fulton St. (718) 857–6215

Fulton Nails 
1441 Fulton St. (718) 639–0006

Aphrika Hair salon 
1442 Fulton St. (718) 221–1136

Cherry’s Beauty Salon
1449A Fulton St. (718) 467–7021

Brazillian Hair by Ebony 
1449B Fulton St.

Desmou Hair Braiding 
1453 Fulton St. (718) 774–3743

PJ’s Hair Perfection Salon
1455 Fulton St. (718) 363–7800

Dana’s Nail Salon 
1457 Fulton St. (718) 604–9702 
kentpham1991@yahoo.com

Ladoux Hair Braiding

1459A Fulton St. (347) 365–6389

Beyond Beauty Hair Salon
1459B Fulton St. (718) 221–1288 
gailbishop27@gmail.com

Stylist Nails
1461 Fulton St. (646) 431–9541

The Beauty Boutique
1467 Fulton St. (347) 262–2884

Seymonia’s Hair Salon
1470 Fulton St. (718) 789–4500 
debcuts@optonline.net

Cisse African Hair Braiding
1480 Fulton St. (718) 230–4706

Claire’s Beauty Salon
1481 Fulton St. (718) 771–3213

Happy Lucky Nails
1482 Fulton St. (646) 247–7859

Bara Beauty
1485 Fulton St. (347) 533–9220

Prokhane African Hair Braiding
1486A Fulton St. (718) 221–9469

Sister Dreamer Nails 
1487 Fulton St. (718) 221–8018

Best Nail
1488 Fulton St. (718) 398–6760

Platinum Image Full Service 
Salon
1491 Fulton St. (718) 363–3611 
platinumimagesalon@gmail.com

New Pro Nails
1494 Fulton St. (718) 467–5516

K and M Beauty Supply 
1496 Fulton St. (718) 756–0806

My Tresses 
1497A Fulton St. (844) 469–8737

Sogho Express Braiding
1497B Fulton St. (718) 778–6505

Aminata’s
1498A Fulton St. (718) 953–3950

Prestigious Custom Cuts 
1498B Fulton St. (718) 953–3950

Mbadinga’s Braiding II
1509 Fulton St. (718) 221–8001

Brooklyn Ink Tattoo 
1514 Fulton St. 2nd Fl. (347) 
221–0602

Stylistic Barber and Beauty 
Studio
1547 Fulton St.

Family Affair Beauty Salon
1549 Fulton St. (718) 347–3806

Sahel Beauty Salon
1587 Fulton St. (347) 820–5961

Platinum Cuts
510 Nostrand Ave.

Bed–Style Unisex Salon
539 Nostrand Ave.

One St.op Main Beauty Supply
570–72 Nostrand Ave. (718) 
398–6760

Department, Discount, 
and Variety Stores

Something Different Boutique
1085 Fulton St. (718) 638–2068

albertg49m@yahoo.com

Family Dollar
1090 Fulton St. (718) 638–6529

99 Cent Amazing
1131 Fulton St. (718) 783–6788

Bargain Hunters
1190 Fulton St. (718) 398–1255

99 cent and up
1223 Fulton St. (718) 638–2357

Yankadi
1250 Fulton St. (718) 206–3800

Joon Gifts
1251C Fulton St.

EVS Discount Center
1288 Fulton St. (347) 406–8736 
marzouknasser@yahoo.com

Merrell Variety St.ore
1294 Fulton St.

Fulton Shopping Center
1298 Fulton St. (718) 783–5710

Planet Jamaica 
1399 Fulton St. (347) 731–6170

Mbadinga’s Enterprises Fashion 
and Hair Factory Accessories 
1493 Fulton St. (718) 604–4771 
raphaelmbadinga@gmail.com

Bargain Land Discount
1500–1506 Fulton St. (718) 
221–2240

Popular 99 cent and up
1508 Fulton St. (718) 493–1999

Mund Fashion 
1515 Fulton St.

Deals
1562 Fulton St. (718) 363–0711 
st05328@dollartree.com

Pashma Discount
1567 Fulton St.

G&G Fitted Baseball St.ore
1585 Fulton St. (718) 679–2210

Fulton Brand Name Clothing
1589 Fulton St. (347) 413–9848

Fauta Toro
483 Nostrand Ave.

Angie’s General Merchandise
515 Nostrand Ave.

Crown 99 Cent Studio 10
566 Nostrand Ave. (718) 622–2851 
Discount Stores and Pawn Shops

State Pawn Broker
1313 Fulton St. (718) 789–6713

Electronics, Entertainment, 
& Wireless

Universal Electronic
1170 Fulton St. (718) 638–3342

MT Wireless
1199 Fulton St. (718) 399–3537

T–Mobile
1224 Fulton St. (718) 622–1697 
retailstore8580@t–mobile.com

AT&T
1232 Fulton St. (718) 403–9632

Gamestop
1244 Fulton St. (718) 623–2151

Fix & Colors
1251B Fulton St. (718) 483–4448

Sprint PCS
1271 Fulton St. (718) 237–2155

Charlie’s Calypso Records
1273 Fulton St. (718) 622 6328 
charliesrecord1@gmail.com

Cricket Wireless
1276 Fulton St. (718) 638–8200

Metro PCS
1295 Fulton St. (718) 221–4411 
rainerskytalk@hotmail.com

KRS Wireless
1486B Fulton St. (718) 221–9469

Metro PCS
1495 Fulton St. (718) 221–4411

Boost Mobile 
1515 Fulton St. (718) 735–8000

Apple Wireless
1545 Fulton St. (718) 378–2022

Brooklyn Wireless
522 Nostrand Ave. (347) 240–1130

Respect for Life Book Store
537 Nostrand Ave. 
(718)789–8965 • (718) 623–9320 
respectforlifebooks@yahoo.com

Game Place
542 Nostrand Ave. (718) 398–6799

Gifts & Sporting Goods
Digital Printing 1255 Fulton St. 
rockwellent@gmail.com

Fulton Cultural and Spiritual
1304 Fulton St. (718) 783-8889 
fultonsales@optonline.net

George Candles and Perfumes
1314 Fulton St. (718) 622–6586

Photo Cell
1329 Fulton St. (718) 857–9161 
asphotocell@optimum.net

Ride
1337 Fulton St. (718) 622–1968 
ride.fulton@gmail.com

Billy’s T–Shirt
1353 Fulton St. (718) 789–2273

Gospel Den
1437 Fulton St. (718) 398–7205

Fulton Bike Shop
1580 Fulton St. (718) 788–2887 
fultonbikes11213@yahoo.com

Jasmine Scents
514 Nostrand Ave. (347) 425–8898

Flowerworks
547 Nostrand Ave. (718) 230–9393 
flworks@aol.com

Gifts (Jewelry & Pawn Shops)
Baria’s Jewelry 1270 Fulton St. 
(718) 230–4880

R&M Gold Jewelry
1300 Fulton St. (718) 636–0656

Dylan Jewlery
1311 Fulton St. (718) 638–2626 
dylanjiajuu@me.com

Diamond Jewelers
1343 Fulton St. (718) 638–8080

Fulton Gold Jewelry
1361 Fulton St. (718) 789–9692

Ocean Diamond Jewelry
1391 Fulton St. (718) 230–7906 
oceandiamond05@aim.com

Fulton Gold Market
1543 Fulton St. (718) 467–0203

Papamus Jewelry
483 Nostrand Ave.

One Stop Jewelry
540 Nostrand Ave. (718) 623–9272

Grocery, Gourmet, & Deli

Jumana Grocery
 224–26 Fulton St. (718) 783–3977

Himchori Supermarket
1227 Fulton St. (347) 295–1962

Andrew’s Fish
1228 Fulton St. (718) 623-6774

Chung’s Market
1228 Fulton St. (918) 636–6194

7–Eeleven
1239–41 Fulton St. (718) 230–4575

Al Baraka Grocery
1257 Fulton St. (718) 513–0938

Classon Deli & Grocery
1060 Fulton St. (718) 622–4353

Associated Grocery Store 
1125–A Fulton St. (718) 398–2700 
Associated1125@gmail.com

Natural Tobacco Shop
1128 Fulton St.

Latin Brothers Food Corp
1141 Fulton St. (718) 638–0030

Big Apple Cigar and 
Tobacco Shop
1159 Fulton St.

Diaby Market
1164 Fulton St. (718) 783–0906

Farzana Grocery Shop
1171 Fulton St. (718) 200–2594

Rahman Halal Grocery
1183 Fulton St. (718) 230–7860

Abu’s Home-style Bakery
1184 Fulton St. (718) 230–1115 
americanbeanpie@gmail.com

Kaho Grocery and Deli
1193 Fulton St. (718) 638–7904

Grocery & Deli Corp.
1289 Fulton St. (718) 623–8780

Bravo Supermarket
1299 Fulton St. (718) 857–2508

Carib Natural Farmer’s Market
1303 Fulton St. (718) 398-2324

Sagal Meat Market

1307 Fulton St. (718) 399–3066

Fish Market
1315 Fulton St. (718) 638–6703

Prince Deli & Smoke Shop
1318 Fulton St. (718) 484–2222

One Stop to Shop 
Gourmet & Deli Corp.
1339 Fulton St. (718) 622–5848

JM Deli Grocery
1369 Fulton St. (718) 230–0086

Tastee Pattee Jamaican Bakery
1371 Fulton St. (718) 230–1504

Fulton Gourmet
1403A Fulton St. (718) 857–6215

Super Foodtown
1420 Fulton St. (914) 667–6400 
noah@foodtownpsk.net

Happy Grocery 
1443 Fulton St. (718) 857–7953

US Fulton Deli
1472 Fulton St.

HS Vegetable & Fruit
1490 Fulton St. (718) 778–0938

Deil + Grill
1492 Fulton St. (718) 493–9600 

Sun Fish Market
1513 Fulton St. (718) 771–3237

Seven & One Deli & Grocery
1521 Fulton St. (929) 234–2154

Kristal Grocery
1565 Fulton St. (718) 221–2135

Fulton Express Deli & Grocery
1591 Fulton St.

A&A Bake Shop
481 Nostrand Ave. (917) 892–9562

Brooklyn Baby Cakes
506 Nostrand Ave. (718) 484–8466 
info@brooklynbabycakes.com

Banana Kiss Food Corp. 
513 Nostrand Ave. (347) 545–2832

Sea House Fish Market
541 Nostrand Ave. (718) 398–3266

Quick Bus Stop Grocery
548 Nostrand Ave. (718) 664–4210

A+A Grocerys
588 Nostrand Ave.

Health & Fitness

GNC
1234 Fulton St. (718) 622–1315

Planet Fitness 
1245 Fulton St. (718) 473–9170 
pffulton2@pfnewyork.com

Fresh Health Food Emporium
1276 Fulton St. (718) 230–5091

Health & Wellness

Pediatric Clinic 
1078 Fulton St. (718) 622–2300

Phoenix Dance Academy
1087 Fulton St. (718) 399–6865

Fulton St.reet Medical Center
1125–B Fulton St. 
Associated1125@gmail.com

Better Health Pharmacy
1147 Fulton St. (718) 622–4743 
ricksak1@yahoo.com

Atlantic Medical and Dental
1154 Fulton St. (718) 622–8950 
Niranjana.md@verizon.net

Fulton First Pharmacy
1185 Fulton St. (718) 484–9100

Five Star Pharmacy
1200 Fulton St. (718) 398–9000

US Pharmacy
1259 Fulton St. (718) 783–8568

Walgreens
1281 Fulton St. (718) 398–2074 
mgr.10092@store.walgreens.com

Tony’s Country Life Health 
Food Supermarket
1316 Fulton St. (718) 789–2040

Salono Optical

1321 Fulton St. (718) 623–1220 
solanooptical1@aol.com

CRJ Pharmacy
1341 Fulton St. (718)  676–0157

Island Salad
1365 Fulton St. (347) 915–1222 
segundo516@hotmail.com

The Last Rock Addiction 
Recovery Center
1397 Fulton St. (855) 441–8800

Fulton Dental Center
1440 Fulton St. (718) 778–1040

Bedford-Stuyvesant Family 
Health Center 
1456 Fulton St. (718) 636–4500

Quick Rx–Stuy Pharmacy 
1458 Fulton St. (718) 221–4860

Rite Choice Pharmacy
1484 Fulton St. (718) 773–3700 
ritechoicepharm@gmail.com

Fulton Drugs
1548 Fulton St. (718) 735–3784 

Care Mart Pharmacy
1604 Fulton St. (718) 467–7000 
caremartpharmacy@gmail.com

The Family Center
493 Nostrand Ave. (718) 230–1379

Shades of Nostrand
505 Nostrand Ave. (718) 622–4444

Thriftway Pharmacy
524 Nostrand Ave. (718) 230–3009

First Vision
529 Nostrand Ave. (718) 638–1844 
firstvisioneyecare@gmail.com

Wellcare
544 Nostrand Ave. (718) 230–6181 
saleh.ahmed@wellcare.com

County Pharmacy
580 Nostrand Ave. (718) 783–1143

Home Décor & Home 
Improvement

Gloria’s Furniture and Flea 
Market 
1083 Fulton St. (347) 955–4817

First Brooklyn Supply Hardware
1155 Fulton St. (718) 857–6626

First Brooklyn Supply Hardware
1161 Fulton St. (718) 857–6626

Sleepy’s
1196 Fulton St. (718) 230–4890

Rent–A–Center
1205 Fulton St. (718) 857–0126

King Furniture Warehouse
1210 Fulton St. (718) 638–8118

Lawrence Furniture
1238 Fulton St. (718) 622–2841

Fulton Furniture, Inc.
1292 Fulton St. (718) 622–6278 
kensanker1@aol.com

MAD Discount Hardware
1308–1310 Fulton St. (718) 
230–5254

Nur Jahan Fabric
1312 Fulton St. (718) 636–0409

Big Brothers Discount 
Hardware & Appliances
1327 Fulton St. (718) 398–2742

Bernie’s Glass
1554 Fulton St. (718) 
467–0649berniesglass@gmail.com

Prosperity Hardware Supply
1559 Fulton St. (347) 756–3533

Kid–friendly 

Little Sun People
1360–B Fulton St. (718) 789–7330

Laundry & Alterations

Classon Laundromat
1066 Fulton St. (718) 789–1183

Kwik Wash Laundromat
1115–17 Fulton St. (718) 623–1000

Celene Dry Cleaners
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1126 Fulton St. (718) 783–3458

L&Q Laundromat
1165 Fulton St. (718) 622–3915

Laundromat & Dry Cleaners
1253 Fulton St. (718) 622–9280

New York French Cleaners
1349 Fulton St. (718) 789-8426 
jjamphongkang@gmail.com

All Nations Dry Cleaning
1469 Fulton St. (347) 955–4900

Fulton Cobbler Shoe Repair
1519B Fulton St. (718) 735–0888

Kebe’s African Fashions
1547 Fulton St. (718) 363–7686

EZ Spin
1551 Fulton St. (718) 363–2888

Fulton St. Laundromat
1618 Fulton St.(718) 467–1415 
asa@nathansoncorp.com

Fulton St. Laundromat
1620 Fulton St. (718) 467–1415

The Alhambra Laundromat
512 Nostrand Ave. (718) 406–5110

Non–Profit & Community 
Organization

Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration
1368–A Fulton St. (718) 636–6900

Social Security Administration
1540 Fulton St. (800) 772–1213

The Brooklyn Hospital WIC 
Program
1606 Fulton St. (718) 774–6300

The Brooklyn Hospital WIC 
Program
1608 Fulton St. (718) 774–6300

Office Supplies, Shipping 
and Moving Services

Fulton Business Center
1180A Fulton St. (347) 240–7892

Kawral Fouta Business
1182 Fulton St. (718) 783–8811

Jeff Express Inc.
1355 Fulton St. (718) 622–0263

U.S. Post Office
1368–C Fulton St. (800) 222–1811

Ink and Toner
1399 Fulton St. (718) 398– 3213

U.S. Panama Express
1516–18 Fulton St. (718) 221–0700

Pet Supplies

Petland Discounts
1216 Fulton St. (718) 783–3700

Professional Services

Hafiz Travel
1166 Fulton St. (347) 221–0567 
Hafiznewyork@yahoo.com

H&R Block
1397 Fulton St. (800) 472–5625

Flateau Realty
1424 Fulton St.

John B. Jemott Tax Consultant

1465 Fulton St.

Desmond Lewis Realty
1468 Fulton St. (718) 953–9636 
lewis.desmond@aol.com

Ebony Tax Service
1476B Fulton St. (718) 756–6700

Cross Boro Realty
1514 Fulton St. (718) 467–1800

Adams Auto School
1561 Fulton St. (718) 221–0022

Lawrence H. Woodward Funeral 
Home 
1628 Fulton St.

Liberty Tax Service
485 Nostrand Ave. (718) 636–6171

H&R Block
500 Nostrand Ave. (718) 399–3127

Nostrand Instant Refund Tax 
Center
535 Nostrand Ave. (347) 459–4864

All Star Tax & Accounting
584 Nostrand Ave. (347) 404–7980

Professional Services: 
Financial Services

Checks and More
1135 Fulton St. (718) 622–7963

BHS Money Express
1186 Fulton St.

Amalgamated Bank
1212 Fulton St. (718) 
510–9001tracyjeffery@
amalgamatedbank.com

Pay–O–Matic
1292 Fulton St. (718) 622–7515

TD Bank
1373–77 Fulton St. (347) 851–2577 
randall.atkinson@td.com

Chase Bank
1380 Fulton St. (718) 783–0010 
racquel.c.evans@chase.com

Carver Bank
1392 Fulton St. (718) 676–8740 
andrea.thorpe@carverbank.com

Citibank
1398 Fulton St. (718) 789–5146 
wendy.k.peters@citigroup.com

Pay–O–Matic
1588 Fulton St. (718) 756–7292 
pom128@payomatic.com

Religious Institutions

Universal Church
1091 Fulton St. (718) 928–7938

First Jerusalem Baptist Church
1098 Fulton St. (718) 857–5565

Universal Church
1099 Fulton St. (718) 928–7352

St. Philomen S.B. Church
1233 Fulton St. (718) 783–5974

Greater Zion Shiloh Baptist 
Church
1333–35 Fulton St.

United House of Prayer
1381–87 Fulton St.

Morning Star Pentecostal 
Church 
1452 Fulton St. (718) 778–4024

World Christian Assembly
1463 Fulton St. (347) 869–3996

Holy Ghost Tabernacle
1592 Fulton St.

Restaurants & Bars: 
Quick Eats

Papa Johns
1111 Fulton St. (718) 399–7272 

Rowes Rest. (Jamaican)
1118 Fulton St. (718) 230–0477 
rowesrestaurant@gmail.com

New Imperial Kitchen Chinese 
Restaurant
1120 Fulton St. (718) 857–9998

Popeye’s Chicken
1134 Fulton St. (718) 230–8918

African Cuisine Restaurant
1139 Fulton St. (718) 636–7422

Crown Fried Chicken
1147 Fulton St. (347) 365–7746 
ismail2@comcast.net

Dunkin Donuts
1151 Fulton St. (718) 975–2177

Hing Wong Chinese Rest
1156 Fulton St. (718) 638–8889

The Halal Restaurant
1168 Fulton St. (718) 638–8505

International Cuisine Rest
1174 Fulton St. (718) 783–1202

Al Masry Restaurant
1178 Fulton St. (718) 230–7545

Sheik Umar F. Restaurant
1191 Fulton St. (347) 240–1410

Wing Hing Chinese Restaurant
1221 Fulton St. (718) 622–1031

Bismelahe Restaurant
1235 Fulton St. (718) 928–7446

Ali’s Trinidad Roti
1267 Fulton St. (718) 783 0316

Wing Stop
1270 Fulton St. (646) 787–9464

Smokey Island Grille
1274 Fulton St. (347) 770–8021 
smokeyislandgrille@gmail.com

McDonald’s
1275 Fulton St. (718) 778–8016 
Mcd4346@yahoo.com

$1.00 Pizza
1276 Fulton St. (201) 790–7626

KFC
1284 Fulton St. (718) 622–4108

Melanie’s Juice Bar Restaurant 
1285 Fulton St. (718) 399–2960

Not Just Pizza
1286 Fulton St. (718) 783–8015

Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery
1293 Fulton St. (718) 622–0555

Burger King
1297 Fulton St. (718) 630–5535

Dunkin Donuts

1309 Fulton St. (718) 636–7823

Edible Arrangements
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622–3344 
deesmall1@yahoo.com

Tak Hing Restaurant
1367 Fulton St. (718) 622–3416

Wing Cheong Restaurant
1389 Fulton St. (718) 622–4720

Popeye’s Chicken
1422 Fulton St. (718) 604–4792

King’s Pizza
1427 Fulton St. (718) 436–2624 
andre@breukelencellars.com

Little Caesar’s Pizza
1431 Fulton St. (347) 350–8888

Original’s Soldier Jamaican 
Resturant 
1444 Fulton St. (516) 850–2774

Domino’s Pizza
1479 Fulton St. (718) 221–4800

Capitoline Grounds 
1499 Fulton St. (347) 295–1294

New People Chinese Restaurant
1505 Fulton St. (718) 493–0334

Subway
1507 Fulton St. (347) 663–2948

Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery
1511 Fulton St. (718) 604–0041

Pizza Chef
1512 Fulton St. (718) 774–3043 
mayad455@gmail.com

Crown Fried Chicken
1519 Fulton St.

McDonald’s
1525 Fulton St. (718) 778–8016 
Mcd13070@yahoo.com

Lee Chinese Restaurant
1552 Fulton St. (718) 774–4637

Millenium Restaurant
1558 Fulton St. (718) 221–6800

Perking Oishi Asian Buffet
1563B Fulton St. (929) 210–0968

Paris Deli
1602 Fulton St.

Leon Kitchen Chinese Food
1610 Fulton St. (718) 467–8888

Checkers
491 Nostrand Ave. (347) 442–0366

Ma’s Fish and Chips
508 Nostrand Ave. (347) 955–4646 
ebonds11999@yahoo.com

Pattie Hut Grill
516 Nostrand Ave. (718) 622–7222

Le Paris Dakar
518 Nostrand Ave. (646) 763–0518 
lpd@leparisdakar.com

Veggie’s Café
524 Nostrand Ave. (347) 365–1669 
veggies785@yahoo.com

Abir Halal Restaurant Pizza
526 Nostrand Ave. (718) 789–6181

BONA II Pizza
528 Nostrand Ave. (718) 638–6924

David’s Brisket

533 Nostrand Ave. (718) 789–1155

China King
582 Nostrand Ave. (718) 399–8181

Restaurants & Bars: 
Wine & Dine

Ten–81
1081 Fulton St. (917) 737–8330 
1081fultoncafe@gmail.com

Doris Bar
1088 Fulton St. (347) 240–3350

Brooklyn Wine Yard
1114 Fulton St. (347) 406–7862 
nhapplewhite@optonline.net

Bush Baby
1197 Fulton St. (718) 636–5336 
tiquewood@aol.com

Applebees
1360–AFulton St. (718) 943–8000

Ricky’s Jamaican Restaurant
1501 Fulton St. (347) 240–1900

Auggie’s Brownstone Inn
1550 Fulton St.

Rick’s Lounge
1557 Fulton St. (718) 778–7828

American Latin 
522 Nostrand Ave. (718) 399–3322

Bombay Curry
525 Nostrand Ave. (718) 484–2475

Alice’s Arbor
549 Classon Ave. (718) 399–3003 
alicesarbor@gmail.com

Lion’s Den
557 Classon Ave. (718) 484–7211 
myarenalounge@aol.com

Studio 10
566 Nostrand Ave.

India House Restaurant
586 Nostrand Ave.  (718) 857–7011

Retail & Fashion

Brooklyn Clothing Lab
1068–D Fulton St. (347) 433–4040 
simonbrooklynclothinglab@gmail.
com

Al’s Men’s Shop
1108 Fulton St. (718) 622–7106 
alsmenshopinc.com

BTA Sports
1204 Fulton St.

Rainbow
1220 Fulton St. (718) 622–9100

Ashley Stewart
1222 Fulton St. (718) 857–8819

Payless
1231 Fulton St. (718) 789–2457

Salvation Army Family Store
1243 Fulton St. (718) 622–0167

Children’s Place
1244 Fulton St. (718) 623–2317

Climax
1249 Fulton St. (718) 221–8989

Sneaker Freak
1257A Fulton St. (718) 783–8568 
akther87@yahoo.com

Foot Locker
1258 Fulton St. (718) 399–6979

S&D Underground
1260 Fulton St. (718) 636–8795

Malik Sportswear
1263 Fulton St. (718) 636–2563

Jimmy Jazz
1264 Fulton St. (718) 789–0043

Danice
1268 Fulton St. (718)  622 9732

Malik Fashion
1274 Fulton St. (718) 636–6225

Stacy Adams
1298 Fulton St. (718) 398–3826 
eng_mibrahim77@yahoo.com

SK Cozy Boutique
1325 Fulton St. (718) 622 3038

Jerry Sportswear
1331 Fulton St. (718) 857–1307 
roxanweeton@wellcare.com

Royal Sneakers and Photo
1347 Fulton St. (347) 627 6595

Fashion Level
1435 Fulton St.

Next Level Fashions 
1439 Fulton St. (718) 789–2301

Mal’s Women’s Clothing 
1451 Fulton St. (718) 774–7770

Porto Bella Menswear
503 Nostrand Ave.

Stacy Adams Big and Tall
507 Nostrand Ave. (718) 398–3175

Stacy Adams Shoe Store
509 Nostrand Ave. (718) 493–1202

# 1 Hip Hop & Sports Wear 
Brooklyn Deal
531 Nostrand Ave. (718) 522–7420

Shoes to Go
546 Nostrand Ave.

Fino Men’s Wear
552 Nostrand Ave. (718) 230–4706

VIM
556–58 Nostrand Ave. (718) 
638–0072

Transit 

MTA
1130–32 Fulton St.

Wine & Spirits

Liquor and Wines
1122 Fulton St. (718) 857–7198

D and Y Liquor and Wines 
1474 Fulton St. (718) 484–7037

Mr. Liquor
1555 Fulton St. (718) 493–1202

Breukelen Cellars
504 Nostrand Ave. (347) 240–5421 
john.d.samuel@gmail.com

Nostrand Wine and Liquors
551 Nostrand Ave. (718) 398–9890 
nostrandwines@aol.com
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 BED-STUY SPOTLIGHT

By Shavana Abruzzo
Florist Marcia Melendez has 

reinvented herself almost as 
much as Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

She immigrated here from 
England after high school, 
she moved her business — 
Flowerworks — three times to 
escape soaring rents, and she 
and her husband Angel invest-
ed their future in a building 
they bought 14 years ago on 
Nostrand Avenue between 
Herkimer Place and Pacific 
Street.

“We were determined not 
to rent another storefront, as 
we found it challenging for 
our business to be profitable 
while at the mercy of a land-
lord,” says Melendez, who wor-
shipped at the local Bridge 
Street African Methodist Epis-
copal Church and was familiar 
with the deep-rooted commu-
nity.

Her ebbs and flows have 
mirrored Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
— both have blossomed after 
upping their games.

“The floral industry in par-
ticular has undergone a lot of 

changes with the onset of the 
internet,” she says. “We have 
had to embrace these changes, 
and find a way for our flower 
shop to thrive and stand out 
from all the bigger players on 
the web.”

Melendez’s eye-pleasing 
website offers deals of the day, 
multi-occasion floral arrange-
ments, gift baskets crafted 
by experts with a passion for 

posies, and free online deliv-
ery. 

The Bed-Stuy Gateway Busi-
ness Improvement District has 
helped her business grow.

“With a business district we 
are able to command more 
attention from the city agen-
cies to improve our basic serv-
ices, such as sanitation,” says 
Melendez. “It is also instru-
mental in promoting market-
ing strategies which would be 
rather expensive and difficult 
to complete by individual busi-
nesses.”

A business and social reviv-
al has buoyed the economic 
triumph.

“The upsurge is due in part 
to the general improvements 
made by city and state, newer 
residents moving in, and the 
attractiveness of living in 
Brooklyn,” she says.

The spirit of the small busi-
ness owner is another vital 
component, and the couple 
has led area students in flow-
er plantings at Marcy Plaza, 
donated food and flowers to 
shelters and church groups, 

and created a scholarship 
essay contest for teens about 
environmental sustainability.

“We believe in being active 

and making a contribution to 
the community from which 
we derive our revenues,” says 
Melendez. 

Florist makes Bed-Stuy bloom
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973-306-8299

SPECIALS ON 
GENERATORS

857 Broadway, 
Brooklyn, NY 11206 
(b/t Park Ave & Locust St )

347-425-7950

Discounts on all overseas orders!

ASERVICE ASALES  
APARTS FOR ALL 

J   M   Z   Myrtle Ave.
SPECIAL PRICES 

ON SNOWBLOWERS

BROOKLYN MAYD 
POWER SPORTS
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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY, NOV. 28, 2015

LOOKING FOR SAVINGS AND DEALS? 
The Bed-Stuy Gateway BID has over 350 Stores to meet your Holiday and 
other shopping needs. When visiting, let our merchants know you saw this ad.
EAST to WEST
Fulton Street, from Troy Avenue to Classon Avenue
NORTH to SOUTH 
Nostrand Avenue, from Halsey Street to Atlantic Avenue
visit: BedStuyBid.org Like us on Facebook at: Bed-Stuy Gateway BID

HOLIDAY 
NEEDS

FOR ALL YOUR 
SHOP

TREE LIGHTING DEC. 03, 2015 Photos by Ronnie Wright and the Bed-Stuy Gateway BID
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CARS STARTING    AS LOW AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

CLOSE LATE

R DEAL

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 

Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear.  

Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 12/11/2015. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! ††
s, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$24,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
63k miles, Stk#18809

'11 BMW 3 SERIES
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

55k miles, Stk#15964

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$14,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$18,995BUY 

FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#15667

$15,995
'13 ACURA ILX

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

38k miles, Stk#15579

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$19,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#20433

'12 MERCEDES GL-450

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

32k miles, Stk#6794

$30,995

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$13,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 RANGE ROVER SPORT

Stk# 12925, 32k mi.

$42,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$17,995

$19,995
'11 ACURA MDX

48k miles, Stk#1321

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995

'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

15k miles, Stk#1034

$12,995

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

BUY 
FOR: PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

$11,995
'12 DODGE CHARGER

8k miles, Stk#1030

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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Brooklyn College to house 
Haitian Studies Institute

By Alley Olivier
The road to establishing a Haitian 

Studies Institute housed at Brooklyn 
College is approaching a successful 
close. 

Nearly two years in the works, the 
proposal to establish the academic-
focused institute is being finalized.

Assistant Vice President of Brooklyn 
College’s Communications and Market-
ing Office, Jason Carey, said he is excit-
ed and hopeful that the proposal will 
receive the final sign-off in the spring. 

“We’re anticipating that the proposal 
will go through and be approved in the 
spring. I think it’s aggressive but we’re 
very hopeful that will happen,” Carey 
said. 

Choosing Brooklyn College as the 
home base for this institute was an easy 
one. Brooklyn is home to the largest 
Caribbean population in New York, Hai-
tians in particular.

The university’s own population 
reflects a large Haitian base at both the 
student and faculty levels, which helped 
in the conversations pushing the idea 
to fruition. 

“The conversation has started and 
stalled but more recently started to gain 
a lot of traction in the field of Haitian 
studies in particular from our perspec-

tive, the Brooklyn College perspective 
because of the large Haitian population 
in Brooklyn,” Carey explained. 

Like the Dominican Studies Insti-
tute, the Haitian Studies Institute will 
be academic-focused and operate as a 
hub for research. The hope is that the 
institute will encourage research at the 
international level, inviting scholars 
worldwide to meet, discuss, and find 
support. 

“Like other institutes, it’s an aca-
demic-focused institute in particular 
the study of Haiti and Haitian people in 
the diaspora. I think the primary goal 
is for the institute to establish itself as 
a leading research center at an interna-
tional level, which is really important,” 
Carey said.

Above all else, the institute is hope-
ful to achieve research that is useful at 
an academic level and shows the impact 
different cultures and people have in 
the diaspora. 

“I think it’s really about making 
sure what the research institute does 
is relevant, useful at an academic level 
and elevates the seriousness of study at 
CUNY for this particular school and in a 
general way to really take a focused aca-
demic look at the impact of a particular 
culture and people,” he said. 

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of November 14, 2015, and is subject to 
change without notice. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The 
bank is not responsible for typographical errors. Substantial penalties for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings. Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

SPECIAL

Visit your local branch
or open online today!

1.25%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

20 Month CD

1.50%APY*

Minimum opening deposit is $500

30 Month CD

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!
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Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New York and EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC are 
EmblemHealth companies. EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC provides administrative services to the EmblemHealth companies. Neighborhood Care is a division 
of EmblemHealth. ©EmblemHealth Inc. 2015, All Rights Reserved. Any information provided at Neighborhood Care is purely for general educational purposes about 
your wellness. EmblemHealth does not diagnose or treat conditions. Any treatment decisions are between you and your licensed healthcare professional.

 smallsteps.emblemhealth.com
    |  emblemhealth  #SmallStepsNYC

CHOOSING THE RIGHT HEALTH CARE PLAN CAN BE CONFUSING. 
THAT’S WHY WE’RE HERE TO HELP.

At EmblemHealth, we want to help you find the right insurance option for you and your 
family. We can help you compare plans, calculate costs, and make a choice that best fits 
your needs, as well as your budget. 

For more than 75 years we’ve been making health care accessible and affordable for  
New Yorkers. And today we’re still with you every small step of the way.

Give us a call for a FREE one-on-one information 
and advice from one of our health care insurance 
experts at 1-866-829-6739. Or, visit us online at 
EmblemHealthReform.com

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HERE



44    Caribbean Life, December 11-17, 2015 BQ

Caribbean Life Impact Award recipi-
ent Andrea Bullens of Bullzii Marketing 
is on to her next big project. The Bronx 
based marketer who was among 32 New 
Yorkers of Caribbean heritage who were 
honored in Brooklyn last month will 
team with Groovin Radio, 93.5 FM host 
Ras Clem and Anthony D’ ER Guru of 
IMAGES Media to host a ritzy, exclusive 
Jamaican style holiday party for 100 
lucky guests on Saturday, Dec. 19 at 
Club 661, 661 South Columbus Ave. in 
Mt. Vernon, NY.

The party will serve as a celebratory 
close-out event for Bullzii Marketing as 
it marks a banner year filled with many 
noteworthy accomplishments. 

“2015 was a banner year for us so 
we wanted to do something special to 
celebrate the close out of the year,” Bul-
lens said.

Bullens said that invited guests are in 
for a tantalizing culinary treat courtesy 
of the award winning Door Restaurant 
in Queens. They will also be treated to 
sumptuous, traditional Jamaican black 
cake courtesy of Annilu while Jamaican 
sorrel will be provided by Grace Foods.

Singer / dj Ras Droppa will provide 
live entertainment. Droppa’s resume 
includes entertaining such persons as 
tennis great Serena Williams at the 

annual Taste of Tennis — the opening 
party which kicks off the U.S. Open 
tournament at Flushing Meadows in 
Queens where he belted out rock steady, 
reggae and dancehall hits.

New York based singer Elvis D who 
in 2012 created a buzz with his John 
Legend cover song ‘Tonight’ is also 
booked to perform. Elvis, whose given 
name Elvis Downer, migrated to the 
U.S. in 1986 while in his late teens. Four 
years later, he joined Marty Butler and 
the People’s Heritage Band in New York 
playing guitar and doing vocals on a few 
tracks before going solo. He has released 
songs including “Love How You Touch 
Me,” “She Is My Girl,” “Stay Rich” and 
his debut single “Party Time.”

Bullens said other special invited 
musicians will be passing through the 
event. Bajan King of VP Records will 
provide the music.

Event organizers have announced 
that attendees will have the opportu-
nity to record Christmas and new years 
greetings, which will air on the Saudika 
Diaram TV show on TVJ in Jamaica. For 
more information about the event, call 
347-449-7848.

Ras Clem of Groovin Radio and Andrea Bullens holding her Caribbean Im-
pact Award.

Holiday party for 
100 lucky guests

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 
to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these operations 
are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 
the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 

discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 
disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 
this new FDA approved solution to back 
pain or to set up an appointment for a free 
consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-
234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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By Tangerine Clarke 
The rich, colorful traditions of the 

masquerade band, folklore and Guy-
anese food will take center stage when 
the Queens College of Guyana Alumni 
Association NY, hosts its annual Christ-
mas soiree on Friday, Dec. 18.

Titled, “Flounce” a Guyanese dance 
movement that showcases merriment, 
patrons will take over the floor of Brook-
lyn’s St. Gabriel Episcopal Church Hall 
at 331 Hawthorn St., from 9 pm to 3 
am for a festive evening of nostalgia and 
exuberance. 

The event planners, Patrick Stephens 
and Treasurer Saran Nurse whose bril-
liant idea it was to celebrate the Guy-
anese culture at the Christmas event, 
are calling on patrons to “come and 
bounce at the QC Flounce.”

Chronicle Atlantic Symphony, which 
has been a main staple of Guyana’s 
cultural heritage, will bring Christmas 
cheer steel pan style to the shindig, 
while popular Deejay Flex, will add 
his touch of golden oldies to the event 
which will take Guyanese down mem-
ory lane.

Drummers Jaggae and Akoya, along 
with saxophonist, Flantis, will then 
evoke the spirit of the masquerade 
dance which originated from African 
slaves who celebrated during the Euro-
pean religious Christmas season under 

British rule.
With its focus set on Guyana’s 50th 

Independence Anniversary in May 2016, 
the Alumni planning committee consid-
ered the jubilee and decided to explore 
the idea of adding some elements of 
Guyanese culture to this year’s Christ-
mas party.

According to Stephens, the team 
then consulted with QC alumnus and 
president of the Guyana Cultural Asso-
ciation Dr. Vibert Cambridge, who pro-
posed FLOUNCE! that expresses the 
colorful and joyful animated spirit of 
Christmas in Guyana.

A traditional Guyanese Christmas 
cuisine, with mauby, sorrel, ginger beer 
and black cake, will be served to give 
patrons the true feeling of a nostalgic 
Christmas. 

A $40.00 donation covers appetiz-
ers and a traditional Guyanese Christ-
mas dinner. Tickets are only being sold 
on the QC website: https://qcguyanaal-
umny.givezooks.com/events/flounce-a-
guyanese-christmas-holiday-party

In addition, the alumni will accept 
donations to help QCAANY sponsor 
projects such as the highly successful 
series of Students Conference which 
were held in Guyana in 2014 and 2015.

To learn more, visit https://qcguy-
anaalumny.givzooks.com.

Guyanese fl ouncing at a recent Guyana Cultural Association’s Kwe-Kwe 
ceremony.

Queens College 
Alumni to host 

Christmas Flounce
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Your name: (Please print clearly)

Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin:

Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:

Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare?

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding? (100 words or fewer):

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                      Home phone                                          E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                      Home phone                                          E-mail

Mail to: Caribbean Life
             Attn: Healthcare Awards
             One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Or e-mail: jstern@cnglocal.com

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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Rising costs and perpetual 
inflationary increases in living 
expenses affect almost every-
one. However, Americans reli-
ant on a fixed income are often 
a silent majority quietly strug-
gling to stay above the fray.

Reports of elders resorting 
to eating pet foods, many more 
losing their dwellings and hav-
ing to live in shelters or suf-
fer the stigma of being called 
homeless has become a recur-
ring story and far less a news 
item.

In order to provide assist-
ance to qualified elders, The 
Senior Citizen Rent Increase 
Exemption (SCRIE, also known 
as the NYC Rent Freeze Pro-
gram) freezes the rent for head-
of-household seniors 62 and 
older who live in rent-regulated 
apartments. 

On Dec. 11 at the Park Slope 
Library, 431 Sixth Ave. at 9th 
St., The Good Neighbors of 
Park Slope will host a commu-
nity outreach event.

Beginning at 11 am, the 
informative session aimed at 
anyone over 62 years of age will 
enlighten NYC residents who 
may qualify for the NYC rent 
Freeze Program aka SCRIE. 

Held in partnership with the 
Community Service Society, the 
Friday event may attract eligible 
candidates and families in need 
of a stable rent adjustment 

Pertinent information will 
be readily available to interest-
ed individuals and representa-
tives will be present to lend 
assistance to applicants in need 
of help.

The program has been in 
effect for many years and many 
beneficiaries claim relief from 
the anxiety of meeting annual 
increases and pending eleva-
tions in their monthly carry-
ing costs.

One of the key qualifications 
to applying is that if the appli-
cation made prior to July 1, 
2014, the senior’s household 
income must be $29,000 or 
less. 

Due to a change, after that 
date, the senior’s household 
income must be $50,000 or 
less. 

Landlords are given a proper-
ty tax abatement credit applied 
to their property tax bill in the 
same amount as the increase 
that the tenant is exempted 
from paying.

FORMER ALL-
GIRL REGGAE 
BANDMEMBER HITS 
SOUR NOTE

Let it be said that Char-
maine DaCosta, former Worl-
A-Girl singer is neither unsung 
or among the one-hit won-
ders that fade into obscurity 
after broaching international 
acclaim. 

The 54-year-old Jamaican 
singer who first commanded 
a spotlight in 1990 — when 
along with Brooklynite Linda 
Scott, London transplant 
Sophia Wilks, and Trinidad & 
Tobago’s Sabrina Cohen, unit-
ed as Worl-A-Girls — is now 
front and center of her very 
own business venture. 

Throughout the group’s hey-
days, she helped provide a cool 
sound, girl power and infused 
a breath of fresh air to the pre-
dominant testosterone-driven 
reggae genre.

Unfortunately after a brief 
stint on the circuit, airplay on 
numerous radio stations, tours 
throughout the diaspora and 
Africa, the whirl stopped. 

But DaCosta did not fizzle 
into obscurity, after years of 
rebranding herself as a cater-

er and emerging 
the brains behind 
Crude Food, she 
also transformed 
herself from sec-
ular music artist 
to singing gospel 
artist. Simulta-
neously she also 
tended to domes-
tic duties raising 
a family and in 
the process com-
pleted basic edu-
cational require-
ments by earning 
a four-year col-
lege degree.

Now she has 
hit a sour note.

Not exactly one 
that resonates 

with high pitch aural discord 
but with enterprising dedica-
tion to a business she launched 
known as Limation Limeade 
drink.

“I very quickly realized that 
I wanted to get into the manu-
factured food space and, hav-
ing an affinity for limeade, I 
decided to coin the name Lima-
tion and put out my version of 
Jamaican Limeade.”

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Charmaine DaCosta. Photo by Farran Powell

NYC program allows seniors to freeze rents
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By Gerry Hopkin, JD
The iconic Caribbean-American 

folk group, Quake USA Cultural 
Organization (Quake USA), is com-
prised mainly of seasoned cultural 
ambassadors, who have been gracing 
international stages since the early 
1980s, when they began performing 
as the founding members of Spice 
Island Youthquake (SIY), a premier 
cultural institution in the Caribbean, 
of Grenadian origin.

The original organizers of SIY are 

Fr. Oliver Leavy, an Irish-born Catho-
lic priest; Miss Elsa Ferguson and Ms. 
Lauren Ramdhanny, both educators 
with backgrounds in music / culture; 
and Kevin Williams, a journalist and 
songwriter, who assisted as PRO and 
sound engineer of SIY.

Quake USA Stages a 
Concert

Interestingly, the theme song for 
the 5 pm, Sunday, Dec. 13 concert 
of Quake USA, carded for the audito-

rium of St. Catherine of Genoa R.C. 
School in Brooklyn, is “Christmas 
Feeling,” based on a song written by 
Williams.

“Caroling morning and evening, 
house to house we will be going... fet-
ing and street dancing, a soca Christ-
mas feeling,” are a few of the telling 
catchy words of the festive song, 
which captures some aspects of the 
Caribbean Christmas experience.

Needless to say, attendees of Sun-

Quake USA features Carib celebration

Continued on Page 54

By Alley Olivier
Art is no longer contained to galler-

ies and museums; we can thank social 
media for that. 

Artists now put their art for a display 
that is never taken down through Insta-
gram, personal websites, and other plat-
forms. 

Bringing together this digital age of 
artists is Kwashee Etienne, whose spe-
cific desire is to create a platform for 
minority artists to connect with the art 
community in the real world. 

“I personally like to help others show-
case their talents,” Etienne explained. 

Etienne hosted his first Digital Art 
Gallery in Philadelphia — while study-
ing at Temple University — October 

By Alley Olivier
Artists have the ability to maintain 

a particular community’s identity and 
for Haitian artists, one particular photo 
documentary series is providing them a 
platform to be celebrated. 

Exploring the niche art community 
within the Haitian American commu-
nity in New York is photographer and 
videographer Richard Louissaint. 

Louissant accidentally embarked on 
the creation of his photo documenta-

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

The Haitian Creatives Series initially 
started as a portrait series that grew 
to include short documentaries of 
the artists. Photo by Richard Louissaint

Quake USA, a Grenadian folk group based in Brooklyn, will be bringing the Caribbean Christmas Feeling to 
many at the St. Catherine of Genoa R.C. School auditorium in Brooklyn on Sunday, Dec. 13, 2015.
 Photo by Kevin Williams

Showcasing 
Haiti’s creatives

Digital Art 
Gallery brings 

artists together

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 
FEELINGFEELING
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The Community News Group is 
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By Kam Williams
Mother Teresa (Juliet Ste-

venson) was born Anjezë 
Gonxhe Bojaxhiu in Kosovo 
on Aug. 26, 1910. At the age of 
12, she already expressed an 
interest in becoming a nun in 
order to minister to the poor 
in Calcutta.

A half-dozen years later, she 
abandoned Albania for Ireland 
to enter the convent of the 
Sisters of Loreto. After com-
pleting her novitiate in Dar-
jeeling near the Himalayan 
mountains, she took her vows 
in 1931 and began her career 
as a teacher at a Catholic high 
school for girls.

However, her original call-

ing continue to nag at Teresa, 
so she soon prevailed upon her 
Mother Superior (Mahabanoo 
Mody-Kotwal) for permission 
to relocate to Calcutta. That 
would depend upon a special 

dispensation from the Vatican, 
because of her prior prom-
ise to remain cloistered in a 
monastery and to not move 
among the masses of the great 
unwashed.

Eventually, Teresa was not 
only allowed to leave the Sis-
ters of Loreto but to found 
her own order in Calcutta, the 
Missionaries of Charity. Over 
the ensuing decades, its ranks 

would swell to 4,000 with con-
vents in 100 countries.

Written and directed by Wil-
liam Riead, “The Letters” is a 
reverential biopic paying hom-
age to the pious patron saint of 
the poor, sick and dying. The 
movie’s title is based on her 
half-century long exchange 
of intimate missives with her 
confidant and spiritual advis-
er, Father Celeste van Exem 
(Max von Sydow)

Despite the accolades and 
fanfare the high-profile icon 
ultimately attracted, the pro-
duction’s aspires to drive home 
the point that this humble 
servant of the Lord never let 
herself be distracted from her 
appointed rounds. “I am just 
a pencil in God’s hand,” she 
explained. Nevertheless, she 
would be awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1979, and can-
onized posthumously by Pope 
John Paul II in 2003.

Faith-oriented fare designed 
to appeal to the choir it’s clear-
ly preaching to.

“The Letters”
Good (2 stars)
Rated PG for 
mature themes
Running time: 
118 minutes
Distributor: 
Freestyle Releasing

American Hero (Unrat-
ed) Sci-fi comedy about a 
substance-abusing, wom-
anizing underachiev-
er (Stephen Dorff) who 
reluctantly turns a new 
leaf when he puts his tel-
ekinetic powers to good use as a crime-
fighting superhero. Co-starring Eddie 
Griffin, Bill Billions and Andrea Cohen.

Bleeding Heart (Unrated) Revenge 
drama about a yoga instructor (Jessica 
Biel) who goes vigilante to defend her 
sister (Zosia Mamet) from an abusive boy-
friend (Joe Anderson). Cast includes Edi 
Gathegi, Kate Burton and Sam Ly, with a 
cameo by Harry Hamlin.

Body (Unrated) Trespass thriller 
revolving around three BFFs (Helen Rog-
ers, Alexandra Turshen and Lauren Moli-
na) who come to regret breaking into a 
presumably-empty mansion to party over 
the holidays. Featuring Adam Cornelius, 
Larry Fessenden and Dan Brennan.

Dixieland (Unrated) Recidivism drama 
revolving around a recently-paroled ex-
con (Chris Zylka) who falls in love and 
embarks on a crime spree with his trou-
bled next-door neighbor (Riley Keough). 
Co-starring country singers Faith Hill 
and Steve Earle, and professional wrestler 
Mick “Mankind” Foley.

Don Verdean (PG-13 profanity, coarse 
language, suggestive content and brief vio-
lence) Sam Rockwell plays the title char-
acter in this irreverent Christian comedy 
revolving around a cash-strapped cleric 
who hopes to inspire his congregation by 

finding sacred relics in the Holy Land. 
With Amy Ryan, Will Forte, Jemaine Clem-
ent, Danny McBride and Leslie Bibb.

The Lady in the Van (PG-13 for a dis-
turbing image) Fact-based docudrama 
recounting the unlikely friendship forged 
between a celebrated playwright (Alex 
Jennings) and a homeless woman (Mag-
gie Smith) living in a car parked in 
his driveway. With Dominic Cooper, Jim 
Broadbent and James Corden.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
The Big Short (R for nudity, sexual-

ity and pervasive profanity) Adaptation 
of the Michael Lewis best seller of the 
same name about a quartet of stock 
market contrarians (Christian Bale, Ryan 
Gosling, Steve Carell and Brad Pitt) who 
accurately predicted the global financial 
collapse of 2008. With Marisa Tomei, 
Melissa Leo and Finn Wittrock.

In the Heart of the Sea (PG-13 for 
action, peril, mature themes and brief 
violence) Seafaring adventure, set in 1820, 
recounting the ramming and sinking of 
The Essex by a sperm whale, the tragedy 
which inspired Herman Melville to write 
Moby Dick. Ensemble cast includes Chris 
Hemsworth, Brendan Gleeson, Benjamin 
Walker, Cillian Murphy, Tom Holland and 
Ben Whishaw.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Mother Teresa (Juliet Stevenson) in a scene from “The Letters.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

Tribute to the patron saint of the poor and dying
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ALBUMS

Sorry
Justin Bieber

Here
Alessia Cara

Hotline Bling
Drake

Hello
Adele

Stitches
Shawn Mendes

Ex’s & oh’s
Elle King

Like I’m Gonna Lose You
Meghan Trainor...

Wildest Dreams
Taylor Swift

On My Mind
Ellie Gouling

Same Old Love
Selena Gomez

25
Adele

Purpose
Justin Bieber

That’s Christmas to Me
Pentatonix

But You Can’t Use My....
Erykah Badu

1989
Taylor Swift

Fetty Wap
Fetty Wap

Reloaded: 20 #1 Hits
Blake Shelton

Greatest Hits
The Notorious B.I.G.

Storyteller
Carrie Underwood

Beauty Behind the....
The Weeknd

TOP 10 
SINGLES

ry series through connecting 
with artists within his com-
munity. According to Louis-
sant, “There’s a really big com-
munity of Haitian artists of my 
generation and younger doing 
really interesting things.”

These “interesting things” 
span a wide variety of art 
including music, DJing, and 
more. 

Though Louissaint had been 
curating various portraits and 
short videos since 2010, it was 
not until 2013 that he officially 
establish the project. 

“2010 was the seed because I 
started documenting this Hai-
tian artist named Paul Beau-
brun, who originally had a 
group called Zing Experience,” 
he explained. “Through that 
I ended up meeting a lot of 
people and that developed my 
filmmaking skills as a result of 
that collaboration.”

Networking has been the 
driving force behind Louis-
sant’s Haitian Creatives Series. 
Working with the Haiti Cul-
tural Exchange and freelance 
work for artists in need of 
promotional material has con-
nected him with many of the 

artists featured. 
This work has left him with 

memories and cool stories he 
is able to relive through his 
screenings such as his visual 
with husband-and-wife duo 
Melimel and Smax Music. 

“I just turned on the cam-
era and they started talking 
about their first date and how 
he was going to marry her,” 
he said. 

Another moment he is 
excited to share in his upcom-
ing screening is in the not-yet-
released short documentary 
following Okai Music. 

“I met him in 2010 and 
what’s cool is that I have foot-
age from back then that I 
included. He saw it and was 
like ‘wow, that’s the day I 
met one of my band mates 
and ended up starting a band 
with,’” he said. 

Todate the Haitian Creative 
Series has only captured New 
York-based artists, but Louis-
saint hopes to travel to other 
cities where prominent Hai-
tian communities are present 
such as Miami and Montreal. 

“I do want to go back to 
Haiti and do an offshoot of it 
focusing on Haitian artists,” 

he said. 
Louissaint will host his sec-

ond screening Dec. 11 at the 
Ya-Ya Network in Midtown 
featuring two new short docu-
mentaries following musician 
Okai Musik and chef Nadege 
Fleurimond. 

“I’m nervous and excited 
but it should be cool. Okai said 
he will perform. His instru-
ment of choice is the African 
and Haitian drums,” he said. 

Haitian Creative Series 
(29th Street between 7th 
and 8th avenues, 14th floor 
in Midtown, www.haitiancre-
ativesseries.com) Dec. 11, 7 
pm. Free. 

day’s “Caribbean Christmas 
Feeling” concert, can expect to 
find lots of sorrel, ginger beer, 
black cake, ham, homemade 
bread and cocoa tea, on sale.

It is historically noteworthy 
that Quake USA is definitively 
the longest continuously per-
forming Caribbean-American 
folk group in the Diaspora.

“Motivated by nostalgia and 
a desire to ensure the preser-
vation of expressive Caribbean 
culture — music, song, dance, 
drama and poetry — in the 
Diaspora, some of the origi-
nal members of SIY who had 
migrated to the USA, decid-
ed to launch this important 
organization, Quake USA, in 
1989,” says co-director Chris-
tine Grant, who is also one of 
the founding members of the 
original SIY.

Many believe that this reg-
istered, non-profit group, 
based in Brooklyn, NYC, is 
the embodiment of a dream of 
the upliftment of the youth of 
the Caribbean and Diaspora, 
the author of this article has 
observed.

“It is with great pride and 
enjoyment that Quake USA has 

been showcasing Grenadian 
and Caribbean culture in all 
of its expressive forms,” says 
co-director Cheryl Vincent, aka 
Cheryl V, a founding member of 
SIY, who has since become an 
independent recording artiste 
with four albums to her credit.

Looking ahead
“Quake USA is considering 

ways to increase its visibility 
and to further advance its sig-
nificant and historical mandate 
with respect to preserving and 
showcasing Caribbean culture, 
to ensure the inter-generation-
al and Diasporal transfer of 
Caribbean cultural heritage,” 
adds Cheryl V.

“Historically, Quake USA is 
perceived by many as always 
being ready to add some extra 
‘spice’ to events — religious 
services and formal ceremo-
nies,” says Burgess “Quako” 
McPhie, a panist, songwriter 
and original member of SIY, 
who has independently record-
ed 10 CD albums and five sin-
gles.

“The tremendous contribu-
tions that the original Spice 
Island Youthquake and Quake 
USA, the offspring of the 

former, have together made 
and are continuing to make 
in preserving and showcasing 
the expressive folk culture of 
Grenada, Carriacou & Petite 
Martinique and the Caribbean, 
at large, are worthy of recogni-
tion,” reasons Grenadian-born, 
Val Adams, veteran musician 
and recording artiste, who 
recently led the mas band 500 
Strong to a record third con-
secutive win in the 2015 Labor 
Day Carnival.

Notably, Quake USA has pro-
duced a CD album of some 
of their best songs, entitled 
“Quake Music,” which is avail-

able for purchase. Additionally, 
many of the current members 
of this organization are fea-
tured in the parent-organiza-
tion’s (SIY’s) earlier recordings 
— compilations of tradition-
al Caribbean folk and gospel 
music.

For bookings and CDs, plus 
other cultural products and 
services, involving folk music 
and dance, interested parties 
may contact the organization 
via 646-675-4303, 917 478 
7388 and 347-350-4285. Addi-
tionally, one may visit “Quake 
USA Cultural Organization” on 
Facebook.

Continued from page 51 

Continued from page 51 

of last year bringing together 
various artists and vendors. 

During the first run, he took 
his art gallery on the road vis-
iting New York City and Wash-
ington, DC. 

“I’m aiming to do seven cit-
ies in 2016, Baltimore, DC, 
Atlanta, Richmond, and Miami 
or Los Angeles as a finale,” he 
said. 

Following the digital wave, 
once Etienne has secured 
a space and date he enlists 
the help of Instagram to find 
potential artists interested in 
using his platform to showcase 
their passion. 

“The purpose is to build a 
platform for inner city artists 
of all types to showcase their 
talents and also for attendees 
to be inspired and have fun,” 
he explained. 

In contrast to last year, this 
year’s tour stops follow a differ-
ent conceptual theme inspired 
by an album released this year. 
At the upcoming New York 
City show on Dec. 11, Etienne 
invites attendees into a Digital 
Art Gallery to the sounds of 
popular hip hop artist Future’s 
“Dirty Sprite 2.” 

Members of the Brooklyn-based folk group Quake USA.
 Photo by Kevin Williams

Husband-and-wife duo Me-
limel and Smax Music cap-
tured by Richard Louissaint 
for the Haitian Creatives Se-
ries.  Photo by Richard Louissaint

Continued from page 51 
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By Craig Merz
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) _ The Port-

land Timbers had a plan to attack 
early in their first MLS Cup appear-
ance. They didn’t expect it to work to 
perfection so quickly.

Diego Valeri scored 27 seconds 
after the opening whistle for the 

fastest goal in MLS Cup history to 
stun the Columbus Crew and thier 
home fans.

A second goal in the seventh 
minute by Rodney Wallace provided 
all the scoring the Timbers needed to 
beat the Crew 2-1 on Sunday for their 
first league title.

The first goal came when Colum-
bus midfielder Wil Trapp sent a back 
pass to goalkeeper Steve Clark, who 
tried to move the ball from his right 
foot to the left for a clearance. But 
Clark didn’t see Valeri closing and 
the midfielder poked the ball away 

Portland wins MLS Cup

Continued on Page 58

By Azad Ali
West Indies mystery spin bowler Sunil 

Narine was banned by the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) from bowling in 
international cricket because of an ille-
gal action.

The 27-year-old was reported follow-
ing the third One-Day International 
against Sri Lanka last month and after 
undergoing testing at the Loughbor-
ough University on Nov. 17, his action 
was found to exceed the 15 degrees 
level of tolerance on “all variations of 
his deliveries.”

Narine will be allowed to play in West 
Indies Cricket Board (WICB) tourna-
ments, but will be forced to curtail all 
other international commitments.

Narine, who was in the team for the 
Australia series which is now underway 

By Dennis Waszak Jr.
NEW YORK (AP) _ Darrelle Revis 

could be getting closer to a return.
The New York Jets cornerback is still 

in the NFL’s concussion protocol, but 
coach Todd Bowles says Revis is “feeling 
a lot better” after missing his second 
straight game.

“He comes in, he does light work-
outs,” Bowles said Monday. “He’s still 
working his way back.”

Revis was hurt at Houston on Nov. 
22 and hasn’t practiced or played since. 

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58

New York Jets cornerback Darrelle 
Revis. Associated Press / Damian Strohmeyer

Portland Timbers goalkeeper Adam Kwarasey, left, of Norway, and midfi elder Rodney Wallace celebrate 
their 2-1 win over the Columbus Crew in the MLS Cup championship soccer game, Sunday, Dec. 6, 2015, in 
Columbus, Ohio. The Timbers defeated the Crew 2-1.  Associated Press / Jay LaPrete

Jets’ Revis 
feeling better

Narine faces 
another ban
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from him and into the goal.
“We knew the aggressiveness the 

first 20 minutes from us had to be 
there,” Valeri said. “We tried to be 
aggressive and pressure them.”

The Crew had barely recovered when 
a mental gaffe gave Portland a contro-
versial second goal.

Crew midfielder Tony Tchani and sev-
eral teammates stopped playing when 
the ball rolled several feet over the right 
boundary. Instead of a stoppage for a 
throw-in, Portland’s Darlington Nagbe 
kept going with the ball and sent a pass 
wide to Lucas Melano, who found Wal-
lace for the header.

Columbus coach Gregg Berhalter 
said he did not see the play, but knew 
one thing, “In professional sports you 
play to either the ball is out of bounds 
or to the whistle.”

Crew captain Michael Parkhurst 
immediately gathered his teammates 
at midfield to settle them down before 

play resumed.
“Of course, I’m disappointed with 

the loss,” Parkhurst said. “No one envi-
sioned that. We just said this is not how 
our season is going to end.”

Kei Kamara, the Crew star who tied 
for the MLS regular-season lead in goals 
with 22, made it 2-1 in the 18th minute 
off a poor punch of the ball by Timbers 
goalkeeper Adam Larsen Kwarasey.

But that was the only shot on target 
among the nine Columbus took in the 
match.

“We were never in danger,” Portland 
coach Caleb Porte said. “We were com-
fortable. We were tight. We saw the 
game out. We shut it down. That’s a part 
of winning.”

The victory capped a three-year mis-
sion for Porter, who led the University 
of Akron to an NCAA title in 2010 before 
leaving in August 2012 to join the Tim-
bers.

“All I could think about (at the final 
whistle) was sharing that moment 
with my players,” he said. “We’ve been 

through a long season and shared the 
highs and lows.”

Portland was 6-0-3 in its last nine 
games in regular season and playoffs.

HISTORY
Even though Portland has been in 

MLS since 2011, the Timbers as a club 
have been in existence for 40 years back 
to the North American Soccer League. 
The last time the Timbers played for a 
championship was a loss to the Tampa 
Bay Rowdies in the 1975 NASL Cup.

ONE FOR TWO
The Crew won the 2008 title, beating 

New York 3-1 in Carson, California.

ELITE CLUB
The Timbers are the 13th club to 

reach the MLS Cup and the 10th to 
win it.

He attended meetings last Friday for 
the first time since being injured, and 
was at the Jets’ 23-20 overtime vic-
tory over the Giants on Sunday.

“It was encouraging that he was 
able to attend the game and that he’s 
moving around a little better,” Bowles 
said. “We’ll see how he feels later in 
the week.”

Buster Skrine started in Revis’ 
place against the Giants after backup 
Marcus Williams was also scratched 
with a sprained knee. Williams will be 
evaluated later in the week.

Defensive end Mike Catapano has 
a possible Lisfranc foot injury that 
could sideline him the rest of the 
season. A Lisfranc injury involves the 
small bones or ligaments in the mid-
dle of the foot.

“This will probably be a couple 
weeks,” Bowles said. “I don’t know 
whether we’ll shut him down or 
not.”

Catapano, promoted from the prac-
tice squad last month, had a sack in 
the second quarter against the Giants 
before being carted from the sideline 
a few minutes later.

Wide receiver Jeremy Kerley left 
the game with a migraine, but Bow-
les anticipated that he’d feel better as 
the week goes on.

NOTES: Bowles on the Jets’ eight 
penalties, including three on one 
fourth-quarter drive by the Giants: 
``We have to clean them up. A lot of 
them were hot-head penalties that we 
know we can’t have. Going forward, 
if we want to win ballgames and be 
consistent, we can’t have those types 
of penalties. It’s been a while since 
they’ve flared up, but they flared up 
yesterday.’’ ... NT Damon Harrison 
on the postgame excitement of the 
Jets’ win: ``It was a moment I’ll never 
forget.’’

had to abort his campaign and return 
to his Trinidad and Tobago home.

Narine’s international suspension 
will also be recognized and enforced 
by all National Cricket Federations 
within domestic cricket events played 
in their own jurisdiction, save that, 
with the consent of the WICB he may 
be able to play in domestic cricket 
events played under the auspices of 
the WICB.

Under ICC regulations, Narine can 
ask for a re-assessment once he has 
modified his action.

This is the second time Narine has 
been reported for a suspect bowling 
action. The development is a massive 
blow not only for Narine, but for West 
Indies, especially with the Twenty20 
World Cup set to be played in India 
from March 11 to April 3, 2016.

Continued from page 57 

Continued from page 57 

Continued from page 57 

Columbus Crew forward Kei Kamara, left, of Sierra Leone, and Portland Timbers defender Alvas Powell, of Ja-
maica, jump for a header during the fi rst half of the MLS Cup championship soccer game, Sunday, Dec. 6, 2015, in 
Columbus, Ohio.  Associated Press / Paul Vernon

PORTLAND BEATS COLUMBUS
NARINE

REVIS
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2286 Flatbush Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11234

866-753-0895
www.BrooklynChrysler.com 

2286 Flatbush Ave Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895 www.BrooklynChrysler.com 

All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers with approved credit through Chrysler Capital. *Leases includes 10K mi./yr. w/20¢/mi. thereafter. Lessee responsible for maintenance, excess wear & tear. ^Rebates: Bonus cash available through
Chrysler Capital financing and Northeast region offer by residency. Lease cash available on select lease offers available through manufacturer on select leases. Conquest available to those with competitive brand trade-ins on lease. Offers

cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Dealer is not responsible for any typos, errors or omissions. Offers expire 1/4/16. NYSDMVFAC #7114167, NYCDCA #1435478

2010 Chrysler
300 Touring
$12,400

Auto, 4 cyl, 55k mi., Stk #P01595, Fully Loaded

2011 Hyundai 
Sonata

$12,990
Stk #T01691, 4 cyl, auto, full loaded, navi, sunroof, 56k mi. 

2014 Jeep 
Compass Sport
$14,700

Stk #P01609, 4 cyl, auto, fully equipped, 32k mi. 

2014 Nissan 
Maxima

$17,400
Stk #P01612, V6, auto, fully equipped, sunroof, clean Carfax, 30k mi. 

2015 Chrysler
Town & Country Touring 

$23,900
Auto, 6 cyl, 20k mi., Stk #P01552, One Owner, Fully Equipped

2015 Nissan
Versa Note

$11,400
Stk #P01634, 4 cyl, auto, great gas, power steering, 4k mi. 

2010 Ford
Edge SEL

$16,400
Stk #BA30620, 4 cyl, auto, full equipped, one owner, clean Carfax, 24k mi. 

2013 Jeep
Grand Cherokee 
$26,990

Stk #P01639, 6 cyl, auto, leather, sunroof, navi, one owner, clean Carfax, 23k mi. 

2015 Nissan
Altima

$16,495
Stk #P01451, 4 cyl, auto, full equipped, 14k mi. 

Laredo

2015 Dodge
Charger SE

$19,900
Auto, 6 cyl, 18k mi., Stk #P01534, One Owner, Fully Equipped, Clean Car Fax

2014 Jeep 
Patriot Sport 4WD

$17,990
Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 26,580 Miles, STK# P01444, Front Fog Lights, AUX Audio Jack, Roof Rails

$199
*

per
mo
39
mos

Lease
for

Stk #JT1124, Auto, V6, MSRP $32,620. $2995
down pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$0 bank
fee = $3194 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees.

Ttl pymts/Residual: $7761/$16,310. Includes
$1000 NECGA Bonus Cash, $1000 Lease Cash &

$1000 lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

Cherokee
Latitude 4x4

New 2016 Jeep

$149
*

per
mo
39
mos

Lease
for

Stk #JT813, Auto, 4 cyl, MSRP $25,690. $2995
down pymt + 1st mo. pymt +$0 sec. dep. + $0
bank fee = $3144 due at signing + tax, tags &
mv fees. Ttl pymts/residual: $5811/$13,358.
Includes $500 Black Friday Bonus Cash &

$1000 lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

Renegade
Latitude 4x4

New 2015 Jeep

$3144 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees $3194 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees

$229
*

per
mo
36
mos

Lease
for

$289
*

per
mo
36
mos

Lease
for

Stk #CA199, Auto, 4 cyl, MSRP $34,880. $2995 down
pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$895 bank fee = $4119
due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. Ttl pymts/Residual:
$8244/$13,603. Includes $1500 Black Friday Bonus Cash,
$3000 Lease Cash, $500 Chrysler Capital Bonus & $1000

lease conquest^, subj. to tax. 

200S
New 2015 Chrysler

Stk #JT01298, Auto, V6, MSRP $41,305. $2995 down pymt+
1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$0 bank fee = $3284 due at

signing + tax, tags & mv fees. Ttl pymts/Residual:
$10,404/$20,652. Includes $2500 Lease Cash & $1000

lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

Grand 
Cherokee LTD

4WD

New 2015 Jeep

$299
*

per
mo
39
mos

Lease
for

Stk #DT199, Auto, V8, MSRP $44,135. $2995 down pymt+
1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$0 bank fee = $3294 due at

signing + tax, tags & mv fees. Ttl pymts/Residual:
$11,661/$23,391. Includes $500 Lease Cash, $500 Chrysler

Capital Bonus & $1000 lease conquest^, subj. to tax.

RAM 1500
Tradesman 
Crew Cab 4x4

New 2016 

$4119 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees

2014 Chrysler
300 AWD

$21,900
Stk #P01649, V6, auto, fully loaded, touch screen display, 24k mi. 

QUALITY USED CARS AVAILABLE 

$3284 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees $3294 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees
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Look
Dashing
in the 
Snow

Westbury Toyota

Price includes all costs to consumer except, down pymt, tags, tax, title, dmv fees & $75 doc fee, bank fee, dealer fee + 1st mo pymt. (1) Lease based on 10k mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi, Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/
maint for qualifi ed buyers. Due at signing: Down pymt + $0 sec dep (waived by TFS) + 1st mo. pymt. Ttl pymts/Resid: ‘16 Corolla: ($1595 down) $1,416/$15,628; ‘16 Camry: ($950 down) $2,856/$17,974; ‘15 
RAV4: ($1,495 down) $3,336/$19,304; and ‘15 Prius: ($1495 down) $3,336/$16,714. College grad/military rebates not incl. (2) Price incl: $1500(Corolla); $1000(Camry); $1000(RAV); $1750(Prius) Lease Bo-
nus cash through Toyota Financial Services. (4) Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months = $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 months = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 months 
= $21.65; 1.9% - 60 months = $17.48 for well qualifi ed buyers. Not resp for typo errors. Photos for illus purp only. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Offers expire 3 days after pub.  DMV#7113040

WestburyToyota.comSales:
Service:

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty
 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty
 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
for 60 Months on Select 

Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

(4)

Stk#N60503, Mod#1864, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $19,725.
$1595 Down.

$59
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2016 TOYOTA

COROLLA
S

Stk#N60661, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $24,965.
$950 Down.

$119
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2016 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE

(1) 
(2)

Stk#N53697, Mod#1223, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $25,325.
$1495 Down.

$139
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2015 TOYOTA

PRIUS 
TWO

(1) 
(2)

(1) 
(2)

Stk#N53596, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks, 

MSRP $26,455.
$1495 Down.

$139
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2015 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD

(1) 
(2)
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By Nelson A. King 
Jamaican Olympian Veronica Camp-

bell-Brown on Saturday night received 
the Children of Jamaica Outreach 
(COJO) 2015 Humanitarian Award at 
the 21st Annual fundraising gala of the 
New York-based charity.

The gala awards and presentation 
took place at the Hilton New York, JFK 
Airport with NBC 4 New York meteor-
ologist Dave Price serving as emcee. 

In accepting the award, the deco-
rated Olympian expressed her thanks to 
COJO on being selected as the recipient 
of this special honor.  

She lauded the work of COJO and its 
mission which is similar to that of her 
foundation, except that she focuses on 
young women, while COJO focuses on 
children, said COJO in a statement. 

Other honorees were: Madge War-
ren, COJO Distinguished Service Award; 
Patrick Jolly, COJO Visionary Award; 
Orville McKenzie & Donald Vernon, 
Esq., COJO Community Service Awards; 
and Caribbean Airlines, COJO Corporate 
Service Award.

Over 250 patrons attended the anni-
versary gala affair, which was attend-
ed by Ralph Thomas & wife Sharon, 

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke, Rev. 
Canon Calvin McIntyre, political con-
sultant Basil Smikle and several other 
officials. 

Wayne Cummings, Director of 
Administration at Sandals Resorts 
International was this year’s guest of 
honor. COJO’s founder Gary Williams 
thanked the sponsors and donors, “who 
continue to support the organization to 

ensure COJO is able to carry out its mis-
sion of helping to improve the health, 
education and general well-being of 
underserved children in Jamaica and 
the United States.”

Since inception, Williams said COJO 
has contributed more US$500,000 to 
several child care facilities in Jamai-
ca, as well as provide scholarships to 
deserving wards of the state.

By Azad Ali
Grenada’s Prime Minister Dr. Keith 

Mitchell has slammed West Indies 
Cricket Board (WICB) President Dave 
Cameron saying he has shown an 
“amazing level of disrespect” not to 
meet urgently with CARICOM leaders 
over the Governance Review Panel 
report.

Mitchell, chairman of CARICOM’s 
Cricket Governance Committee 
stopped short of issuing an ultimatum 
to the WICB, but urged Cameron to 
rethink his position not to accommo-
date a meeting with regional Heads of 
Government before the Board of Direc-
tors meeting on Dec. 12 in St. Lucia.

Cameron has been adamant about 
the WICB’s ability to accommodate the 
Caribbean leaders prior to the already 
scheduled meeting and reiterated this 
position in written communication to 
CARICOM Secretary General Irwin La 
Rocque recently.

“It is quite amazing the level of 
disrespect. The level of lack of under-
standing of the importance of this 
quite frightening and I don’t think I 
should hold back any words,” Mitchell 
said.

Campbell-Brown receives 
Humanitarian Award 

Grenada’s PM 
slams WICB 
president

 COJO Founder and Chairman Gary Williams presents the COJO Humani-
tarian Award to Olympian Veronica Campbell-Brown. Photo by Margo Jordan

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
We Buy ANY Car.

ANY MAKE, ANY MODEL.
No Purchase Necessary

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-855-879-6477 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: 
Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. (1) $500 Nissan Bonus Cash incl. Subject to credit approval. (2) TTL/Resid: ‘15 Altima: $4644/$14,235. Due at sign= Down pymt + 1st mo pymt + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Lease 
based on 10k mi/yr, 15¢/mi thereafter. (3) For qual buyers, financing is sub. to NMAC Tier 1 through Tier 3 credit approval. $13.89 per month per $1,000 financed at 0.0% for 72 months, on sel. models in dealer stock. See dealer for details. (4) See dealer for details. (5) On 
select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illust purposes only. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. Offers may not be combined. Exp 3 days after pub. DMV#7076824 NYC DCA Lic. #698282

   No matter where you shop...
Before you make your decision, 
make us your last phone call.

1-855-TRY-NISSAN

NV Commercial VehiclesSpecials2015 Nissan Altima Experience
BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Certified Pre-Owned

STEVE ANDREI DWAYNE

Call 1-888-763-6878 ask for Steve, Andrei or Dwayne

PRE-OWNED

Honda
Odyssey

Toyota
Sienna

Chevrolet
Suburban

Toyota
Camry

Toyota
Highlander

Nissan
NV 200

Nissan
NV Low 
Roof

Nissan
NV High 
Roof

Nissan
NV 
Passenger  $129

per mo.
36 mos. lease 

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l, 
MSRP: $23,520. Model#13015, 

STK#800546, 800548, 
Includes $500 Nissan 

Bonus Cash

TWO OR MORE 
AT THIS PRICE

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

plus
more
brands

ALL MAKES 
ALL MODELS 
STARTING AT

$6995

0
APR

AVAILABLE

%
(3)

ONLY
$595

DOWN
PAYMENT

(3)

LOWER YOUR RATE
LOWER YOUR PAYMENT
ON ANY EXISTING LOAN!

Certifi ed Extended
Warranties up to

8yr/120k(4)

2015 Nissan Pathfinder
Model#21015, Stk#U24341, 6cyl, auto, 
a/c, p/s/b/l, 14,000 mi.
BUY FOR 

$24,995

2015 Nissan Altima
Model#13215, Stk#U24604, 4cyl, auto, 

a/c, p/s/b/l, 58,270 mi.
BUY FOR 

$13,995

SAVE 35% OFF MSRP(5)

Similar Savings on Rogue and Sentra. See dealer for details.

(1)

(2)

PRE-OWNED
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