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SUICIDE 
RIFE IN 

GUYANA
Officials tackle epidemic in 

Amerindian communityToast to Clarke
Dr. Una S.T. Clarke (left) receives plaque from Patricia Jordan-Langford, president 
of the Guyana Tri-State Alliance. See story on page 3. Nelson A. King

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Congresswoman 

Yvette D. Clarke says she’s 
committed to helping Domi-
nica recover from massive 
estruction caused by Tropical 
Storm Erika in August. 

Clarke, who represents the 
9th Congressional District in 
Brooklyn, recently met with 
Amb. Hubert J. Charles, per-
manent representative of 

Dominica to the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS) 
and the United States on 
relief efforts for the Windward 
Island.

More than 30 people were 
killed and dozens remain miss-
ing from Erika’s onslaught. 

Dominican official said 
reconstruction will cost in 
the region of US$228 million. 
Almost half of the island’s 

annual Gross Domestic Prod-
uct has been wiped out, offi-
cials said. 

John E. Beale, ambassador 
of Barbados; Congressman 
Eliot Engel, ranking member 
of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee in the House of Rep-
resentatives; and Congress-
woman Maxine Waters, rank-
ing member of the Financial 

Clarke commits to Dominica’s recovery

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
Until miners from the coast 

land discovered relatively large 
amounts of gold in the last 
three years, life at a north-
western native Amerindian 
jungle community in Guyana 
was simple and traditional.

Most of the 800 residents in 
the Carib Community of Bara-
mita District near Venezuela 
had eked out a living from 
harvesting timber, subsistence 
cassava and cash crop farm-
ing. Children attended govern-
ment schools by rote.

Now authorities are being 
forced to cope with what Guy-
anese Health Minister George 
Norton on Wednesday, Oct. 7 

called “a suicide epidemic” in 
the community that is more 
than an hour by air from the 
capital, Georgetown.

Baramita’s categorization 
as “a community in deep dis-
tress” follows the death last 
month of an 11-year-old Carib 
child “from alcohol poisoning” 
and an attempted suicide by a 
six-year-old. Officials say he 
was given a high proof alcohol 
drink mixed with wine on an 
empty stomach.

In all government says, 69 
community members have 
committed suicide or died 
by alcohol-related misadven-
ture incidents in the past four 

Continued on Page 6
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It takes all-nighters, moonlighting, and  
burning the midnight oil to get where you want to be.

If your women or minority-owned company is ready to grow, then we  
invite you to apply for The Workshop at Macy’s – our free and exclusive 

vendor retail development program in New York City. Gain valuable insight 
and prepare your business for tomorrow in the city that never sleeps.

Learn more and apply today at macysinc.com/workshop
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After a full day of bilateral talks 
with heads of state, and making his 
presentation to the United Nations 
on Tuesday, Sept. 29 to address the 
ongoing Venezuela border conflict, 
Guyana President David Granger 
relaxed at a reception at the Guyana 
Permanent Mission on 2nd Avenue 
in midtown Manhattan, and thanked 
staff members of both the Mission 
and the New York Consulate, for their 
contribution. 

Accompanied by First Lady Sandra 
Granger, the politician was greeted 
by Permanent Representative Wilfred 
Talbot and members of the Diaspora 
who enjoyed moments of candor with 
the head of state who spoke of his 
grueling schedule, but said it was 
important for him to visit the mission 
during his first UN General Assembly, 
as president.

“It is impossible for Guyana to 
project its interest, and protect the 
people back home without embassy 
representatives in the United States,” 
said Granger who added that interna-
tional organizations could not do the 
job for Guyana — “we must be on the 
ground to do it for ourselves.”

And even though it is expensive to 
maintain diplomatic offices, Granger 
argues it is however a good invest-
ment, and noted that the six days 
he spent attending bilateral talks, 
stopped Venezuela in its tracks. 

“Venezuela was really doing as 
it liked, sending a gunboat in our 
waters, publishing decrees, showcas-
ing it’s massive military, and con-
ducing exercises on our boarders, 
while spreading propaganda through-
out the Latin states, and particularly 
English speaking states,” said the 
former brigadier. 

By Alley Olivier
A slice of history was made Sept. 

30 as the United Nations observed the 
announcement of the entry into force 
of the SIDS Dock Treaty — the legal 
recognition of the intergovernmental 
sustainable energy and climate resil-
ience organization established by heads 
of state and government of Small Island 
Developing States in 2009. 

The creation of the organization was 
in an effort to help finance climate 
change adaptation through transform-
ing their countries economies to low 
carbon economies. 

According to their website, SIDS 
Dock, “is designed as a “DOCKing sta-
tion,” to connect the energy sector 
in SIDS with the global market for 
finance, sustainable energy technolo-
gies and with the European Union (EU) 

and the United States (US) carbon mar-
kets, and able to trade the avoided car-

bon emissions in those markets.”
Prime Minister of St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines Ralph Gonsalves said, “It 
is intended to connect the SIDS with 
the public and private invesgtors, glo-
bal clean energy technology developers, 
and carbon markets, and to accelerate 
capacity building in order to transform 
the energy sector in SIDS.” 

During the various presentations, 
special care and importance were 
placed on the vulnerability of small 
island states — particularly the case 
of Dominica which was devastated by 
a recent storm causing Prime Minister 
Roosevelt Skerrit and fellow chair of 
CARICOM to miss the historical day.

“These disastrous events are the real-
ity that we at SIDS face on a regular 
basis. Therefore it is fitting that we are 

By Nelson A. King
Former New York City Councilwom-

an Una S.T.Clarke was the “toast of the 
town” Monday night, as hundreds of 
community figures, legislators, mem-
bers of the judiciary and clergy, sup-
porters and well-wishers attended a 
gala reception honoring her appoint-
ment to the Board of Trustees of The 
City University of New York (CUNY).

In June, Mayor Bill deBlasio appoint-
ed Clarke to the board, replacing Joseph 
Lhota. 

“First let’s thank Dr. Clarke for the 
lovely weather; the trade winds of 
Jamaica [are] flowing through,” said 
City Public Advocate Letitia James 
in addressing the standing-room only 
reception at Giando on the Water in 
the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, 
referring to Clarke’s place of birth.

“Dr. Clarke has shattered so many 
ceilings for women,” James added. 
“I stand on her shoulders, Rodneyse 
(Assemblywoman Bichotte), Latrice 
(Assemblywoman Walker), and Diana 
(Assemblywoman Richardson).  

“As a new member of the Board 
of Trustees, she will stand truth to 
power,” she continued. She’s an inspi-
ration to countless numbers of New 
Yorkers. She will do a good job.”

Bronx-based Episcopal (Anglican) 
priest the Rev. Calvin McIntyre said 
he has been a “life-long” friend of the 
Clarke family for 30 of his 35 years in 
the priesthood.

“All you’ve heard of this noble 
woman is true,” said Rev. McIntyre, 
Clarke’s compatriot. “Aunt Una is a 
gem in Jamaica. Although she lives 
here, she’s known in Jamaica. 

“We’re extremely proud of you,” he 
added, turning to Clarke. “I can tell 
the president that CUNY will not be 
the same. She’s not afraid of anybody. 
Those who are poor, marginalized, 
she’ll be their voice.

“She’s a strong church woman,” Rev. 

McIntyre continued. “She’s a very out-
right woman. She speaks here mind 
easily; and, afterwards, she’ll buy you 
a drink.”

Clarke’s daughter, Congresswoman 
Yvette D. Clarke, said her mother has 

President David Granger pins a 
button on Sheila Hazelwood a 
staff member of the Guyana Mis-
sion, as Permanent Representative 
HE George Talbot at left (partly 
hidden) and other staff members 
look on. Tangerine Clarke

(Center) Dr. Una S.T-Clarke with Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte (left) 
and Public Advocate Letitia James. Nelson A. King

Former Councilwoman Una 
Clarke – the toast of the own

SIDS Dock Treaty makes history at UN

Guyana 
prez greets 
nationals

H.E. Vince Henderson (left) and 
Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves of 
St. Vincent (right) at the historic 
meeting for SIDS DOCK at the Unit-
ed Nations. SIDS DOCK

Continued on Page 19
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Barbados
Barbados and Iceland have signed 

an air services agreement. It entitles 
the airlines designated by the countries 
to, among other things, fly over as well 
as land in the territory of the other 
country.

The deal further permits airlines 
from within the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) and from within the Euro-
pean Economic Area to benefit from its 
provisions.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and For-
eign Trade, Senator Maxine McClean, 
and Iceland’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Gunnar Sveinsson 
signed the agreement 
recently on behalf of 
their respective coun-
tries. Barbados has 
an extensive network of Air Services 
Agreements globally, which are aimed 
at facilitating air travel to and from 
Barbados and encouraging new invest-
ments in the air services sector.

In July this year, Barbados and Hong 
Kong signed a similar agreement aimed 
at developing air transport and tourism 
out of the Asian region.

This is the second major agreement 
between Iceland and Barbados- the two 
countries concluded a Double Taxation 
Agreement in 2011.

Bahamas
Bahamas Prime Minister Perry 

Christie has signed an exigency order 
to allow residents affected by Hurri-
cane Joaquin to import items duty free 
“across the board to bring whatever is 
necessary for them to have relief.”

Christie and several members of his 
cabinet have completed storm assess-
ments after multiple 
trips to the various 
southeastern Family 
Islands devastated by 
the Hurricane, a cat-
egory four storm. While estimated the 
total damage will cost tens of millions 
of dollars, Christie admitted a figure has 
not been validated.

He said the Hurricane had caused 
“enormous expense” to the government 
and hundreds of residents. 

Cayman Islands
Cayman Islands is reporting an out-

break of hand, foot and mouth disease 
at one school, following similar reports 
at several schools in Jamaica.

A total of 19 students were diagnosed 
at one primary school — the West End 
Primary School in Cayman Brac.

The Public Health Department has 
recommended that the entire school 
compound be sanitized.

Recently, several cases were reported 
at schools in Jamaica.

Up to last week, the number of 
schools affected by the outbreak had 

risen to 53.
Jamaica’s Health Minister Dr. Fenton 

Ferguson said cases have been reported 
in the parishes of Kingston, St. Andrew, 
St. Thomas, St. Catherine, Portland 
and St. Ann.

Hand, foot and mouth disease is 
a viral illness com-
mon in infants and 
children. Symptoms 
include fever and 
blister-like eruptions 
on the tongue, inside the cheek, poor 
appetite and sore throat.

There is no vaccine to protect against 
the viruses that cause the disease. 

Dominica
An International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) mission recently visited storm-
ravaged Dominica to assist the gov-
ernment to develop a macro-economic 
framework in the aftermath of Tropical 
Storm Erika last month, which resulted 
in losses and damages estimated at 
EC$1.298 billion.

This was announced by Prime Min-
ister Roosevelt Skerrit 
who in a radio broad-
cast said that the IMF 
delegation reviewed 
and updated the 
island’s macro-economic framework.

He said the mission will assist gov-
ernment in preparing a framework that 
will take into account the significant 
level of investment that government 

must take and establish a plan that will 
guide fiscal operations.

The prime minister said that as far as 
direct relief to Dominica following the 
passage of the storm on Aug. 27 that 
killed more than 30 people, “to date 
government records cash receipts total-
ing EC$13.2 million.

Grenada
Grenada has launched a labor force 

survey which it said was necessary 
and urged the public to support the 
initiative so to accurately determine 
the socio-economic performance of the 
island.

The survey is being conducted in 
collaboration with the St. Lucia-based 
Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States Commission, the International 
Labor Organization (ILO) Decent Work 
Team and Office for the Caribbean and 
the United Nations Development Pro-
gram (UNDP).

A statement from the Ministry of 
Finance urging the general public to 
support the initiative, 
noted that the main 
objectives of the 2015 
Labor Force Survey 
(LFS) are to divide 
the working-age population into three 
mutually exclusive classifications — 
employed, unemployed and not in the 
labor force — to provide descriptive and 
explanatory data on each of these clas-
sifications as well as to assess the level 

of poverty in Grenada using the multi-
dimensional measurement.

But it warned that the success of the 
Labor Force Survey in accurately cap-
turing persons’ employment and wel-
fare status depended on the full coop-
eration of the public.

Guyana
Guyana’s state-owned sugar corpora-

tion has gone bankrupt, according to 
a report.

A government-appointed inquiry 
commission found that the company is 
nearly half a billion dollars in debt and 
faces other challenges.

“Every estate, without any exception 
is operating at a loss,” inquiry chairman 
Vibert Parvatan said in a preliminary 
report issued to government officials.

 The commission is expected to 
release a final report later this month 
to determine what the 
government should 
do about the Guyana 
Sugar Corporation.

The company has 
struggled with an increase in produc-
tion costs amid falling international 
sugar prices, and it has faced labor 
shortages, strikes and changing weath-
er patterns.

It also has to pay back a US$200 mil-
lion loan from China that was used to 
build a new sugar factory in Guyana’s 
southeast region that has struggled to 

Continued on Page 16
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The Guyana Sugar Corporation faces fi nancial diffi culties as many estates are operating at a loss. Photo 
shows dry canals in the Enmore Estate in Guyana. Guyana Sugar Corporation

GUYSUCO broke
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Get more benefits than Original Medicare
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8 am to 8 pm, Monday - Friday  (every day October to February) 

health plan for you.

You may be able to enroll today. Call 888-963-7093 TTY 711

www.AmidaCareNY.org

We have a

$0 or low co-payment for primary care doctor and hospital visits
$0 or low monthly premium
$0 or low co-pay for tests and lab services
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years.
Officials blame this mostly on the 

violent change of life following the 
discovery of gold as many of the men, 
women and children abandoned their 
traditional lifestyle, started panning 
for gold and consuming alcohol as 
money rolled in from gold sales.

“The situation is tragic. It has the 
worst kind of social problems that you 
can imagine,” Norton, a medical doc-
tor told this publication this week as 
alarm bells ring about the deteriora-
tion of a district. Most residents barely 
speak a word of the English language, 
communicating largely in their native 
Carib Amerindian tongue.

Caribs are one of nine Amerindian 
tribes in the Caribbean single market 
headquarter nation. They account for 
about a tenth of the population and for 
much of the 20-plus percent of those 
classified as mixed race, through inter-
marriages mostly with blacks.

Norton said he is taking a multia-
gency team including experts from the 
World and Pan American Health Organi-
zations, social workers and the police 
to Baramita in two weeks to tackle the 
problem comprehensively before it is 
too late.

“Alcohol is reaching the village by 
the truckloads and this has got to stop. 

Before the gold, the Jehovah Witness 
Church had a lot of influence. They 
prayed all day Sunday. Today, it is gold 
and alcohol. We have social problems to 
the extreme.”

Norton said the problem had been 
festering for months with little inter-
vention from the previous government 
which lost elections in May.

Laura George from the umbrella 
Amerindian People’s Association (APA) 
said “strong attempts were made by 
officials to bury the problem for political 
reasons. We are watching to see how this 
government will solve it.”

Guyana was earlier this year classi-
fied by the WHO as the country with 
the highest per capita rate of suicide in 
the world.

Minister for Education Rupert Roop-
naraine raised the issue publicly last 
week saying Baramita needed “omnipo-
tent control” to prevent it from “becom-
ing a budding Jonestown,” referring to 
the  November 1978 mass suicide deaths 
involving more than 900 Americans at 
nearby Jonestown or Port Kaituma.

He complained that persons who 
attempt to publicize the issue are 
being harassed and threatened as he 
called for greater police presence in 
the community. The Amerindian body 
confirmed threats to whistle blowers.

Trouble in Carib 
community

Continued from cover

Services Committee; also attended the 
meeting, Clarke said. 

“With my colleagues, Congress-
man Engel, Congresswoman Waters, 
Amb. Charles, Amb. Beale, and the 
people of 9th Congressional District 
of New York, I am committed to the 
full rebuilding of Dominica,” Clarke 
declared. 

“Since Tropical Storm Erika, the 
community of nations has become 
involved, offering contributions rang-
ing from helicopters for search-and-
rescue attempts, medical assistance, 

engineers to restore telecommunica-
tion, critical supplies, such as nonper-
ishable food and clothing, and direct 
contributions,” she added. 

Clarke said members of the Carib-
bean community in the United States 
have conducted fundraisers and col-
lected household items to send to peo-
ple in Dominica.  

“Now, the United States has a 
responsibility to contribute to these 
relief efforts,” she said. 

Clarke said many individuals lack 
secure access to the basic necessi-
ties, adding that extensive damage to 
the infrastructure of Dominica has 
isolated some villages, with hundreds 
of families still displaced from their 
homes.  

Dominica
Continued from cover 

The New York City Comptroller’s Office  
is Holding Millions in Wages Owed to 

Over 1,000 Workers
If you worked for a private contractor on a construction  

or building services contract with a New York City government agency  
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO UNPAID PREVAILING WAGES AND BENEFITS

To collect your award you must �le a proof of claim by 
visiting comptroller.nyc.gov/unclaimedwages online or 
by visiting the Comptroller’s Bureau of Labor Law in 
person at One Centre Street, Room 1122, New York, 
NY from 9am – 5pm, Monday – Friday. Questions? Call 
212-669-4443 or email laborlaw@comptroller.nyc.gov

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO FIND  
OUT IF YOU ARE OWED WAGES: 

comptroller.nyc.gov/unclaimedwages

From left, Barbados Ambassador John E. Beale, Congressman Eliot En-
gel, Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke and Amb. Hubert J. Charles of 
Dominica. 

Strong attempts were 
made by officials to bury 
the problem for political 

reasons.
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5O%-75% OFF 
STOREWIDE
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FRI, OCT. 16-SUN, OCT. 18

SUPER CHIC
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Free education and 
screening events:

Brooklyn

Kings County Hospital Center
541 Clarkson Avenue
E-Building Lobby, 1st Floor
Thursdays in October
10:30am - 2:30pm

East New York Diagnostic & 
Treatment Center
2094 Pitkin Avenue
Lobby
October 13, 19 & 26, 10am - 2pm

Woodhull Medical Center
760 Broadway
Main Lobby
October 10, 9pm - 3pm
October 15, 12pm - 2pm
October 20, 11am - 2pm

Councilman Treyger’s Office
445 Neptune Avenue
October 15, 10am - 2pm

Councilman Deutsch’s Office
2401 Avenue U
October 22, 10am - 1pm

Councilman Colton’s Office
155 Kings Highway
October 23, 10am - 1pm

Healthy body, heart and mind are just a few benefits 
of being active. We can help you move to improve 
your health, manage chronic disease, and fight 
obesity. Start by visiting a Take Care New York 
education and screening event in your community to:

• Get a flu shot
• Win a guest pass to a popular fitness center
• Learn more about weight management 
• Get healthy eating tips
• Take control of your diabetes and learn more 

about cancer prevention
• Get screened for high blood pressure, asthma, 

HIV, depression

Need a great health plan?  Talk to a MetroPlus 
representative at one of our events. 

/nycHHC @HHCnyc /HHCnyc

Visit nyc.gov/hhc or call 311 for more details 
about on-site screenings, immunizations 
and activities.
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Brooklyn mayd Power Sports
Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Honda, Areins, Generac and more! 

SPECIALS ON GENERATORS

857 Broadway,
 Brooklyn, NY 11206 

(b/t Park Ave & Locust St )
347-425-7950

J   M   Z   Myrtle Ave.

Discounts on all overseas orders! PESPPEEerseas ordersrerersrse s!

ASERVICE  ASALES  APARTS FOR ALL 

 Brook
(b/t Park

J    
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SPECIAL PRICES 
ON SNOWBLOWERS

By Vinette K. Pryce
Jamaicans on the island, abroad in 

Europe, Africa, Asia and  throughout 
the diaspora are split  in deciding the 
merits of a gift from the British govern-
ment to build a new prison for the sole 
purpose of housing Jamaicans convict-
ed of violating British laws.

All abuzz with arguments that agree 
or dispute the audacity of British Prime 
Minister David Cameron to announce 
partial funding of a high-tech correc-
tional facility in Kingston with a $37.9 
million gift, many have called into radio 
programs, register opinions on the 
worldwide web or written their opinions 
to numerous newspapers throughout 
the world and particularly in England 
and Jamaica.

Some claim that a prison is urgently 
needed there, as deplorable conditions 
prevail throughout the 18th century 
structures which many refer to as dun-
geons.

Since issuing terms of the deal to 

the government while on a one-day visit 
to the Caribbean island, the UK leader 
has received numerous letters from 
influential individuals incensed that a 
discussion on reparations was not on 
the agenda and concerned that a return 
to slavery might have motivated the 
prison deal.

Although Prime Minister Por-
tia Simpson-Miller has not openly 
addressed the issue, Andrew Holness, 
parliamentarian and opposition leader 
vigorously criticized the ruling People’s 
National Party calling them a “spineless 
government that will sell you out.” 

In a strong condemnation of the deal, 
the Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) leader 
said his party objects to the proposed 
prisoner transfer deal with Britain.

The opposition leader said he knew 
that some people were “salivating at the 
prospect of building a prison because 
they know how much money they gwi 
mek off it.”

 “The essence of prison reform is not 

to build more prisons but to reduce the 
number of people who we incarcerate at 
the expense of the State such that we 
can throw down prisons. That is prison 
reform.”

“So if you tell me about reforming 
the correctional services, then at the 
end of that discussion I must hear how 
many prisoners less will be burdening 
the taxpayers of this country and how 
many prisons we are going to close. The 
essence of reform and rehabilitation is 
to prevent our young men especially 
from committing crimes that they end 
up in our penal system. Prisons are not 
the solution to Jamaica’s crime prob-
lem,” Holness said. 

By Azad Ali
Former West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB) chief executive officer, Steve 
Camacho has died at the age of 69.

The 69-year-old, who was also a 
selector, West Indies team manager 
and Test batsman passed away in 
Antigua last week following a battle 
with cancer.

Camacho distinguished himself 
as an outstanding administrator, 
spending 18 years as CEO of the 
WICB.

He was born in British Guiana 
and played his early cricket at the 
Georgetown Cricket Club.

As a right-handed opener, he went 
on to play 76 first class games, scor-
ing 4,079 runs including seven cen-
turies and 24 half-centuries at an 
average of 34.

Camacho played 11 Tests for West 
Indies, making his debut on Eng-
land’s 1968 tour of the Caribbean 
alongside the likes of the legendry 
Sir Gary Sobers, Clive Lloyd and Sir 
Wes Hall.

He made 640 runs with four half 
centuries. 

Jamaican leaders 
pen redress to UK 
PM’s ‘Prison Deal’

Former Jamaica Prime Minister P.J. 
Patterson. Associated Press / Shirley 

Bahadur

Steve Camacho 
passes away
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By Nisha Agarwal & 
Steven Choi

In his historic speech 
to Congress, Pope Francis 
hailed the welcoming values 
of acceptance and diversity 
that the United States repre-
sents throughout the world.

“In recent centuries, mil-
lions of people came to this 
land to pursue their dream 
of building a future in free-
dom. We, the people of this 
continent, are not fearful 
of foreigners, because most 
of us were once foreigners. 
I say this to you as the 
son of immigrants, know-
ing that so many of you are 
also descended from immi-
grants.”

Unfortunately, Pope Fran-
cis’ hopeful words uplifting 
newcomers in the United 
States stand in stark con-
trast to the current immi-
gration debate where many 
national candidates are 
espousing distinctly anti-
immigrant, un-American 
positions — ideals that are 
contrary not only to our 
collective conscience, but 
the values upon which our 
nation was founded.

Beginning with the back-
lash against “sanctuary” city 
policies, the national debate 
now consists of offensive 
sound bites about “anchor 
babies” and attacks on the 
Constitution and birthright 
citizenship. In response 
to this toxic rhetoric, cit-
ies and advocacy groups 
are teaming up to lead a 
more thoughtful national 
discourse and taking action 
on the types of immigra-
tion reforms that benefit the 
interests and recognize the 
identity of our country.

From the moment Pres-
ident Obama’s executive 
actions were announced 

last November, Cities Unit-
ed for Immigration Action 
— a coalition of nearly 
100 mayors and munici-
palities nationwide in sup-
port of immigration reform 
— began preparations to 
implement these programs. 
When baseless and politi-
cally motivated legal chal-
lenges were erected to slow 
down progress, these cit-
ies were among the first to 
demand that the programs 
be allowed to continue. 
Standing side-by-side with 
them were advocacy groups 
and coalitions like the New 
York Immigration Coalition, 
fighting for the hope and 
promise of relief programs 
for their communities.

And now, as some mem-
bers of Congress attempt 
to capitalize on the recent 
attention given to the issue 
of sanctuary municipali-
ties by withholding vital 
funding, we are leading the 
charge against this misguid-
ed penalization — advocat-
ing for a smart approach 
to immigration reform that 
builds trust between com-
munities and law enforce-
ment while providing the 
opportunity for all residents 
to thrive and participate in 
civic life, making cities safer 
and more prosperous for 
everyone.

The fact is that any 
approach focused on crimi-
nalizing immigrants is the 
wrong approach — pub-
lic safety is actually put at 

risk, and all residents, citi-
zen and non-citizen, suf-
fer as a result. When Ala-
bama passed its harsh anti-
immigrant laws in 2011, 
local police found them-
selves overwhelmed by their 
immigration enforcement 
workloads, spending hours 
on routine traffic stops and 
embarrassing the state’s 
public image with high-
profile arrests of Mercedes 
Benz and Honda employees. 
Local Latino communities 
stopped talking to the police 
entirely, including to report 
crime, and the state’s agri-
culture and construction 
industry suffered immense 
losses due to labor shortage. 
Arizona’s Maricopa County 
is another example; under 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio, the 
county has actively tried to 
turn its police officers into 
Federal enforcement agents. 
But the result was devas-
tating - response times to 
life-threatening emergen-
cies, arrest rates, and other 
routine police work fell 
below standards, while seri-
ous crimes went uninves-
tigated.

In contrast, cities pursu-
ing a “smart” approach — 
both traditional immigrant 
hubs like New York City, 
and also places like Dayton, 
Ohio, and Nashville, Ten-
nessee — have experienced 
transformational boosts in 
their economy and civic life, 
in addition to cutting down 
on crime. Crime rates are 
in fact lower in San Fran-
cisco than other similar-
sized cities without sanc-
tuary policies. Somerville, 
Massachusetts, saw a 41 
percent decrease in crime 
since instituting a sanctu-
ary policy. New York City, 

By Geeta Rao Gupta
UNITED NATIONS, Oct. 9, 

2015 (IPS) - The new Sustaina-
ble Development Goals, agreed 
upon recently by the member 
states of the United Nations, 
are all interconnected, as has 
been reiterated time and again. 
However, it is in the new Goal 
6 – “Ensure access to water 
and sanitation for all”—for 
which this interconnectedness 
is most apparent.

Water flows throughout the 
2030 Development Agenda. 
And sanitation and hygiene 
underpin any possible gains 
from access to water.

If we do not reach Goal 6, 
the other goals and targets will 
not be reached. Progress in 
the areas of education, health, 
inequality and extreme poverty 
all depends on how well we do 
on water and sanitation.

The United Nations some 
years ago declared that access 
to water and sanitation is a 
basic human right. However 
today, 663 million people are 
without access to adequate 
drinking water and 2.4 billion 
lack adequate toilets.

We at UNICEF are particu-
larly concerned about the chil-
dren, who are disproportion-
ately affected by the lack of 
access to these basic needs.

It affects their health. Water 
and sanitation related diseases 
are one of the leading causes 
of death in children under five. 
Without access to sanitation 
hundreds of them fall ill and 

die every single day from pre-
ventable causes, particularly 
diarrhoea and other fecal-oral 
diseases.

It affects their education. 
In many communities, girls 
stay out of school because they 
need to fetch water; because 
they do not have a safe space 
to use when they menstruate; 
because they must help their 
mothers care for those who are 
sick – often from water-borne 
diseases.

It affects their nutritional 
status and their development. 
There is emerging evidence of 
direct linkages between lack 
of access to water and sani-
tation, and chronic malnutri-
tion. Around 159 million chil-
dren worldwide are stunted 
(short height for age), a con-
dition which causes irrevers-
ible physical and cognitive 
damage. The repercussions of 
stunting can be felt beyond the 
individual child. It can signifi-
cantly diminish the learning 
and future earning potential 
of entire generations, and thus 
negatively affect the local and 
national economy.

It affects equality and equity. 
One important aim in the new 
SDGs is the goal to reduce ine-
qualities. New evidence from 
the World Bank shows that 
investing in water and sanita-
tion for the poorest 20 per cent 
of a population yields greater 
economic returns than invest-
ing in the other quintiles and 
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We, the people 
of this continent, 
are not fearful of 

foreigners, because 
most of us were 
once foreigners. 

Welcome immigrants, 
don’t stigmatize them

‘Sanitation, Water 
& Hygiene For All’ 

cannot wait for 2030
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 VIEWPOINT 
The post-election behav-

ior of the former Trinidad and 
Tobago Prime Minister, Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar, and her part-
ners in crime who were boot-
ed out of office Sept. 7, has 
been as hideous as one would 
have guessed, given what had 
been telegraphed during their 
five years of misrule as the 
country’s government. The 
same lack of grace that came 
to define Bissessar’s tenure at 
the helm will apparently be a 
hallmark of the crew’s modus 
operandi in their rightful sta-
tion, outside the corridors of 
power. We’re prepared to wager 
that not many folks familiar 
with the abomination that was 
the Bissessar administration 
would be surprised. 

Classlessness reared its head 
the very evening of Sept. 7, Biss-
essar unable to bring herself to 
congratulating Dr. Keith Row-
ley, the new prime minister (for 
that matter, even declining to 
address supporters at their party 
headquarters). To the contrary, 
Bissessar sought to sugarcoat 
the defeat her party had suffered, 
claiming that Rowley would be 
leading a “minority government” 
because of her unfounded con-

tention that her party had won 
a plurality of votes cast. Even 
when the Elections and Bound-
aries Commission (EBC) later 
released figures showing Row-
ley’s party, the People’s National 
Movement, to have convincingly 
won the popular vote, a good-
taste admission by Bissessar that 
she had misspoken about the 
“minority government” non-
sense was nowhere on her radar. 
She and her confederates typi-
cally don’t go there.

But there was more. The day 
following the election brought 
not only the bogus tripe that 
more voters had supported 
Bissessar’s crew, but that the 
other side did not in fact win 
the election. A suit would be 
filed, Bissessar and company 
announced, questioning the 
EBC’s decision to extend voting 
by one hour on Election Day, 
which the EBC had judiciously 
determined to be a reasonably 
warranted extension, after seri-
ous flooding had hampered the 
commute of many voters. Add-
ing to the silliness of what 
seems a most ludicrous exer-
cise, the demand from Bisses-
sar and her pack of sore losers 
is for a re-vote specifically in 

marginal constituencies! Go 
figure.

Also, a budget has now been 
presented by the new govern-
ment, in the limited time at 
its disposal to do so, accord-
ing to constitutional mandate. 
The budget confirmed what had 
been widely known or suspected 
— that the Bissessar administra-
tion’s reckless and corrupt ways 
had produced an orgy of spend-
ing which betrayed scant regard 
for properly protecting public 
assets — classic feeding trough 
mentality. Again came Bisses-
sar’s skewed take on what had 
been worrisome to much of the 
citizenry during the poor excuse 
for governance that she and her 
sidekicks engaged in. Not so, she 
said of the new finance minister’s 
warnings about the vulnerable 
state to which the national econ-
omy had been brought, courtesy 
the  regime she led — one that 
outstripped by plenty any other 
in the country’s history in its 

revolving door of cabinet chang-
es. But, nothing new about any 
of this. We have referenced before 
this proclivity of Bissessar’s for 
matter-of-factly looking truth in 
the face and calling it fiction, 
or offering falsehood as truth. 
Preparation of a budget would 
have afforded the new govern-
ment its first close-up look at the 
preceding administration’s care-
free spending habits with the 
public purse. But there assur-
edly is a lot more to be revealed 
going forward, attesting to the 
scope of the Bissessar regime’s 
wrongdoing. What perhaps was 
most perplexing to the average, 
even-keeled mind was the expec-
tation (or so it seemed) among 
the Bissessar crowd that they 
had earned themselves a vote of 
confidence from the electorate 
and a return to office. Talk about 
chutzpah! The reality more 
likely being that re-electing the 
former prime minister’s party 
would have accorded Trinidad 
and Tobago instant laughing-
stock status in the international 
community.

Bringing down the cur-
tain, thankfully, on the Biss-
essar administration’s highly 
blemished run calling the 

shots in Trinidad and Toba-
go was not without one ele-
ment of drama and tension 
that, as it turned out, was an 
ill-advised, uninformed input 
into the finale. This had to do 
with reporting of the results 
and one TV outlet’s presum-
ably well-intentioned inclusion 
of colored maps to enhance 
graphic presentation, akin to 
TV reporting of vote outcomes 
in the U.S. Unfortunately, the 
station opted unwisely to drop 
in respective party colors for 
various constituencies when a 
party’s candidate was merely 
leading, as opposed to when 
the final outcome was defin-
itively known. The faux pas 
made for much unnecessary 
confusion and anxiety among 
viewers, who hopefully will be 
spared repetition of that par-
ticular grief down the road.

Of greater importance, of 
course, is that confining Biss-
essar and company to a place 
from which further infliction 
of damage, more so to the 
national psyche, isn’t possible, 
was a surge of mature action 
by the Trinidad and Tobago 
citizenry that has done them 
proud. 

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Kamla crew’s lack of grace continues
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thus has the potential to reduce societal 
inequalities.

Our data from 45 developing coun-
tries show that in 7 out of 10 house-
holds, the burden of collecting water 
falls to women and girls, so access 
would also aid gender equity.

A side event in the margins of the 
UN General Assembly, hosted by the 
governments of the Netherlands, South 
Africa, Hungary and Bangladesh, con-
cluded that targeting the poorest and 
the most marginalized will require an 
immense mind-shift for governments. 
But it must be done.

It cannot be done without strength-
ening institutions and improving the 
accountability of governments and 
service providers. And it will not be 
done without involving those who have 
the most at stake – the poor, women, 
and adolescents – in planning and in 
monitoring of services. Their influence 
has already been brought to bear in the 

drafting of Goal 6, the fastest agreed-
upon goal.

It is no coincidence that impressive 
results are achieved by working closely 
with those directly affected. Partner-
ship with them is not a ‘nice-to-have’ 
but a must-have.

In short, access to water and sanitation 
is not only a matter of dignity and human 
rights, but fundamental to our ability to 
attain any of the goals the governments 
of the world have just adopted.

We must start right away on working 
on Goal 6, and it can’t be business as 
usual: we need to start with the most 
disadvantaged, or we risk losing the 
gains we have so painstakingly made in 
the last 15 years, and we endanger the 
future. There is no time to waste.

Dr Geeta Rao Gupta, deputy executive 
director (Programmes), joined UNICEF 
in June, 2011, and brings over 20 years of 
experience in international development 
programming, advocacy and research to 
the UN children’s agency.

Continued from page 10 

with a 40 percent immigrant popula-
tion, is the safest it has been in years. 
To underscore this message, mayors 
for a number of cities across the coun-
try, all of whom are members of the 
Cities United for Immigration Action 
coalition, sent a letter to congressional 
leadership, counteracting the divisive 
message of the proposed sanctuary cit-
ies legislation.

But a “smart” approach can go 
beyond cutting down on crime — it can 
truly revitalize cities and states, making 
them more vibrant and dynamic. Across 
the nation, many jurisdictions are 
catching on — offering undocumented 
immigrants routes to drivers’ licenses, 
professional licenses, affordable college 
degrees, and other opportunities that 
will enrich the city as a whole. Dayton, 
a manufacturing city that had lost 40 
percent of its population after 1960, 
has actively welcomed immigrant new-
comers to the city and experienced a 
reversal of fortune including impres-
sive economic growth and the trans-
formation of blighted neighborhoods 
by new immigrant residents. Nashville 
went from considering English-only 
city ordinances in 2007 to being voted 
the nation’s friendliest city in 2012. 
By establishing a citywide welcoming 
initiative for immigrants, Nashville has 
now become one of the nation’s fastest 
growing, job-producing cities.

We need look no further than New 
York City to see the benefits of a “smart” 
approach. With one of the highest and 
most diverse immigrant populations in 
the country, the Big Apple has chosen 
to embrace its immigrant diversity and 

the economic, cultural and social ben-
efits of welcoming this population - not 
only by creating a successful policy on 
immigration enforcement, but also by 
offering a municipal ID, idNYC, that 
offers a wide range of free benefits to 
all residents, including undocumented 
immigrants.

Organizations like the New York 
Immigration Coalition help to reinforce 
the need for cities like New York to work 
with immigrant communities, provide 
support and resources, and build trust 
— further ensuring the safety of all. 
And by treating immigrant residents as 
an asset rather than a threat, New York 
City continues to grow and thrive as a 
dynamic metropolitan center.

At this moment, municipalities 
across the nation need to take a stand 
on whether or not they want to be irra-
tional cities suffering the disastrous 
effects of policies that just don’t work, 
or heed the words of Pope Francis and 
become “smart” cities that are safe and 
thriving. Will our communities go the 
way of Maricopa County, or New York 
City? Will we heed the words of the 
Pope or continue with this misguided 
approach to shutting out the very peo-
ple who are the backbone of the United 
States? We look forward to building a 
movement of more cities taking up a 
smarter approach to immigrant inclu-
sion, where talent, initiative, and great 
ideas find ample room to grow.

Nisha Agarwal is the commissioner 
of the NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs.

Steven Choi is the executive director 
of the New York Immigration Coali-
tion.
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Britain and the United States 

are not alone with indebted-
ness to African s transported 
against their will from the con-
tinent to be sold into slavery.

Although Portugal and Spain 
have also been maligned for 
inhuman exploitation of a race 
of people, in light of the cen-
tennial anniversary of the sale 
of the Virgin Islands — Saint 
Croix, Saint Thomas and Saint 
John — Denmark is now being 
tugged for an apology and from 
some, demand reparations 
for their cruel and inhumane 
treatment of Africans.

The Unity Party in Den-
mark’s Parliament cites Shel-
ley Moorhead, a Crucian activ-
ists and president of the Afri-
can Caribbean Reparations 
and Resettlement Alliance for 
pressing for a belated apology. 

A member of parliament 
blamed the activist saying 
Moorhead “actually has been in 
the forefront of this,” and that 
“it is not only an apology (they 
want) … it’s also money.”

Moorhead fired back say-
ing he had not asked for an 
apology.

“Nowhere in the history of 
ACRRA can anyone find that 
I or the organization has ever 
pursued an apology from the 
Kingdom of Denmark.” 

“The emergence now of the 
debate on an apology may per-
haps be inspired by the Vir-
gin Islands Reparations Move-
ment, but in no way is organic 
to the Virgin Islands and is not 
influenced by Virgin Islanders 
and, truth be told, it was origi-
nated in Denmark by interest-
ed and concerned Danes.”

While backing away from 
initiating an apology Moor-
head went on to describe the 
movement Denmark has made 
since 2004. He also concluded 
that Denmark should and ulti-
mately will apologize.

“When viewed from the 
vantage point of Virgin Islands 
leadership, we find that Den-
mark over the last decade of 
USVI reparations advocacy has 
in fact made many conces-

sions. So, as much as they 
decry that they “won’t,” we are 
seeing that they will, and by 
the year 2017, I promise you 
that Denmark will apologize 
to the people of the U.S. Virgin 
Islands,” Moorhead said.

“One thing about repara-
tory justice is that the perpe-
trator doesn’t get the right to 
decide the terms of the judg-
ment. So when we see Danish 
officials shirking their nation’s 
responsibility to account for 
the crimes against humanity 
perpetrated against the people 
of the Danish West Indies, it is 
only because the prosecuting 
entity has yet to present the 
evidence in its case.”

Denmark was the seventh-
largest slave trade nation dur-
ing the transatlantic slave 
trade.

The Europeans occupied 
those islands from 1666-1917. 

During that period more 
than 100,000 Africans were 
sold into slavery to work with-
out compensation in the then 
Danish West Indies. 

And although controversy 
prevails as to whether Den-
mark will ever concede wrong-
doings and might ever attempt 
to right their wrongs, some 
European and Caribbean 
nations are now recognizing 
the importance of repara-
tions.

“Reparations can be defined 
as the acknowledgement 
between communities which 
share a common past with the 
aim to heal the wounds from 
past human rights violations.”

In 2013, the government of 
Denmark said it recognizes 
the evils of slavery in its past, 

but it will not issue a for-
mal apology or pay repara-
tions to the U.S. Virgin Islands 
because there are no living 
former Danish slave owners or 
slaves to apologize to.

“We cannot undo the past, 
but we can and we must work 
to ensure that no one in the 
world to live in slavery. ... 
What we can, must and will do 
is to focus on the present and 
the future and work hard for 
no one else to live un-free, no 
need to live in slavery, not to 
be victims of trafficking,” Nick 
Hækkerup, Denmark’s foreign 
minister said.

Danish Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen.

Virgin Islanders seek 
reparations from Denmark

Become An LPN
in 12 Months

 Financial Aid Available 
  upon Approval
 Full and Part Time Programs 

  Available
 Practical Nurse’s Program

Universal Training Institute

732-826-0155
www.universaluti.com

174 Jefferson Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

Enrolling Now
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function properly.
Guyana is the largest sugar-produc-

ing country in the Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM), but it has seen a 
steady drop in production.

Sugar generates the third highest 
amount of revenue for Guyana’s gov-
ernment after gold and rice.

Jamaica
 Justice Minister Senator Mark Gold-

ing is pleading for “political consensus 
between the government and opposi-
tion” when the Senate debates the 
proposed adoption of the Caribbean 
Court of Justice (CCJ) as Jamaica’s 
final court.

The debate is scheduled for later this 
month in the Upper House.

The three companion bills seek, 
among other things, 
to entrench the CCJ as 
Jamaica’s final court. 
The bills were debated 
and earlier this year in 
the House of Representatives where 
the government has the two-thirds 
majority needed to have them passed. 
The opposition voted against all three 
bills.

Speaking at the recent 4th Bien-
nial Conference of the Caribbean Asso-
ciation of Judicial Officers (CAJO) in 
Kingston, Golding contended that the 
CCJ has built an excellent jurispruden-

tial record over the first decade of its 
existence, and while Jamaica admires 
and respects the eminent judges of the 
UK’s Privy Council, which currently 
serves as the island’s final appellate 
body, the judges of the CCJ are capable 
and are better suited to the needs of 
Jamaicans. 

St. Lucia
President of the St. Lucia Teachers 

Union (SLTU), Julian Monrose, has 
warned that there will be serious con-
flict ahead for teachers over the issue 
of same sex-marriage.

“Just now we may be asked to teach 
that the family can be made up of a 
man, the father, a man 
the mother and chil-
dren,” Monrose told an 
ecumenical service at 
the Piaye Secondary 
School to mark the recent opening of 
Teachers’ Week.

The SLTU president disclosed that 
just recently he was indicating to some 
teachers that the profession would 
have a battle over what is taught in the 
classroom, because what is happening 
in other countries will soon be here. 
He told the audience, which included 
Education Minister, Dr. Robert Lewis 
that teachers who believe in a par-
ticular message may soon be asked to 
teach what they do not believe.

He also pointed to the need for a 

powerful teachers union that can fight 
for teachers, who must be in a position 
to determine what goes into the school 
curriculum. 

Trinidad
In keeping with its manifesto prom-

ise to take the fight to criminals in 
Trinidad and Tobago, the one-month-
old, Dr. Keith Rowley People’s National 
Movement (PNM) government has allo-
cated TT$3.2 billion in its 2015/2016 
fiscal package for the Police Service.

In 2015 the Police Service received 
TT$2.2 billion under the previous 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar administra-
tion and has now given an extra TT$1 
billion to fight the spiraling murder 
rate, which has reached 340 so far for 
this year.

September has been the bloodiest 
month so far with 50 murders record-
ed in the 30-day period.

In presenting the 2015/2016 budget 
last Monday, Finance 
Minister Colm Imbert 
allocated TT$10.8 bil-
lion to Ministry of 
National Security- T&T 
Regiment, Coast Guard, Prison Serv-
ice, Immigration and Air Guard.

In the $63 billion (US$10 billion) 
budget TT$9.7 billion will go towards 
Education; Health $6 billion: Public 
Utilities $4.4 billion; Local Government 
$2.2 billion; Works and Infrastructure 

$1.9 billion; Housing $1.66 billion; 
Transport $1.56 billion and Agriculture 
$.83 billion.

The finance minister slammed the 
former PP government for the state of 
the economy which the PNM discov-
ered to be more perilous that at first 
thought when they assumed office last 
month.

In fact, Imbert said the country 
almost ran out of money and was “run-
ning on fumes” at one point in time.

In his two-hour address to the House 
of Representatives, Imbert said, “we 
have laid bare the true state of T&T’s 
finances… we believe that in order to 
pull ourselves out of the difficulties 
which the previous administration has 
put this country in, through corrup-
tion and rampant squandermania, we 
require the collective efforts of all.”

He announced that gas prices will 
increase by 15 percent; diesel up by 15 
percent; Value Added Tax (VAT) down 
to 12.5 percent; $500 pension increase; 
the return of Property Tax and no tax 
on persons earning $6,000 a month 
or less.

Finance Minister Colm Imbert last 
week unveiled a TT$63 billion (US$10 
billion) budget, which contained a 
series of proposals aimed at providing 
relief for citizens and generating much 
needed revenue for the country’s chal-
lenging economic times.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 16 
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2200 CLARENDON ROAD, BROOKLYN NY 11226 (right off the Flatbush Avenue)

718-469-6666

Established in 1987, multi - generations of services to the community with the most sincere 
care, attention and sensitivity. We take pride in our Integrity, Service, and Excellence.

We offer Top Level Services at the Most Affordable Prices. 

EXPERTS IN CARIBBEAN / WORLDWIDE SHIPPING
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HARMONY FUNERAL HOME

FREE CASKET AND FREE LIMOUSINE 
WITH SELECTED FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

DISCLAIMER: Free Casket Offer applies only to the following models: 
Weasley, Baron, and Viceroy. Customers may chose from variety of colors for the offered caskets.

WE ARE HERE 
TO SERVICE 

YOU 24 HOURS 
A DAY/ 
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While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. Odd lots sold as is. §Excludes tile 
clearance. † Savings based on price of comparable products at other flooring stores. See store for details. 

24 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING*
On purchases made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from October 15-19, 2015 of $2,000 
or more OR 12 Months Promotional Financing on purchases $1,000 - $1,999.99 OR 6 Months 
Promotional Financing on purchases up to $999.99. *Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly 
payments required.  See store for details.

$2.79 sqft

from

50+
Varieties
50+Laminate  

& Vinyl 
Plank  
Flooring from

Prefinished 
Hardwood 
from

99¢
sqft39¢

sqft

ed
d 200+200+

Varieties

Prefinished 
Bamboo  
from

sqft

$1.29

In the fall, our overloaded mills close out their excess  
inventory. That means BIG savings for you, but only for a  
LIMITED TIME!!! UNBELIEVABLE DEALS!

YARD SALE!
SPECIAL EXTENDED STORE HOURS 
(Fri & Sat 8-8, Sun 9-6**, Mon 8-8)

ONCE-A-YEAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORING

October 15th- 19th 
(Thurs - Mon)

New York, NY • (347) 286-7552
New York, NY • (212) 352-1111

Long Island City, NY • (347) 527-7664 
Staten Island, NY • (917) 426-0580

Bronx, NY • (347) 773-2075
Yonkers, NY • (914) 595-1411

South Hackensack, NJ • (201) 343-5255 
Union, NJ • (908) 613-0843

Woodbridge, NJ • (908) 259-4170

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Live Pain Free
In the care of 
Dr. Vincent Adamo...
 Chiropractic Care 

   For Adults And Children

 Natural Nutritional Detox, 
   Super Greens And More

Improves Your 
Circulation, 
Mobility, Mind Set, 
Overall Health
Most Insurance Plans Accepted
We Welcome MTA, Verizon, 

All Major CC
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

By Alley Olivier
Move over Netflix, there’s a 

new streaming service in town 
and it’s just for the Caribbean. 

Filling an apparent void of 
Caribbean-based content, cre-
ated by and for the Caribbean 
community, MAS2 TV – which 
stands for Multiculturalism, 
Art Society, and Sports and is 
pronounced Mas Squared TV 
– is set to provide docu-series, 
web-series, TV shows and more 
online.

“There was nothing there 
for the Caribbean market or 
the African market. The reason 
why Caribbean culture never 
goes somewhere is because 
nobody sees it therefore nobody 
is going to buy it,” Dianne Bis-
son, a veteran in the telecom-
munications industry and the 
EVP/CCO of MAS2 TV, said. 

Celebrating the fruit of their 
labor, Bissoon and Ian Royer – 
vice president of marketing and 
strategy – invited friends, fami-
ly, and collaborators to share in 
the experience of commercially 
launching MAS2 TV Oct. 1 at 
Sweet Chick – located on Lud-
low Street between Orchard 
and Essex streets. 

Ideologically conceived two 
years ago, the MAS2 TV team 
began hitting the ground run-
ning to create the platform last 
year, Oct. 1, making the launch 
that much more significant.

“We need to take the culture 
far and as wide as we can and 
quickly as possible. Two years 

later, here we are now — we 
started development a year ago 
and on the technology side of 
it, we have the best applica-
tions in streaming and that’s 
something we’re very proud of,” 
Royer said during his address 
to the crowd. 

The digital platform provides 
two tiers of content, categorized 
as premium or free. Those who 
subscribe to the service, paying 
$6.99 per month or $69.99 per 
year, receive access to special 
content MAS2 TV would not 

be able to provide without pay-
ing a fee.

According to their website’s 
terms and conditions, “There-
fore, we give our users the 
choice of paying a subscription 
fee to access MAS2 TV Pre-
mium, which includes content 
and MAS2 TV would not other-
wise be able to make available 
without charging a fee.” 

“This module, used by 
industry giants such as Netflix 
and Hulu also allows for film-
makers to earn income from 

their properties when they are 
licensed to the platform — a 
huge win for the emerging film 
market,” MAS2 TV added in a 
statement. 

While at the launch, guests 
were able to mingle with 
actress, Kandyse McClure (Bat-
tlestar Galactica) who feels a 
special connection to the serv-
ice since she is now connected 
to the Caribbean through mar-
riage.

Throughout the night, the 
resounding theme was that of 

triumph and a pledge to sup-
port the culture of the Carib-
bean and put it on a global 
pedestal for all to enjoy.

“This platform is something 
we hope to bridge the gap 
between the Diaspora, between 
people of Caribbean ancestry, 
between the places that we 
come from,” Royer said. 

“I recently heard Spike Lee 
speaking at a conference and 
he said the United States is 
the most powerful country in 
the world not because it has 
a nuclear bomb but because 
it supports its culture and so 
here’s a platform in MAS2 to 
bring our culture,” McClure 
added.  

Pat Meschino of Billboard 
Magazine, Michael Prinville, a 
producer from NBC, and former 
footballer and TV Personality 
Robbie Earle added to the cel-
ebration with their attendance 
and support.

MAS2 TV is ready for stream-
ing and is open to inviting 
as many content makers and 
influencers to utilize their plat-
form.

“We don’t want to reject any-
body, we will work with it on 
the free portal or premium. 
We’re just looking for enter-
taining documentaries, TV 
shows — once there is some 
sort of quality control in the 
filming we’re happy to look at 
it,” Royer said.

MAS2 TV is available via their 
website www.mas2tv.com.

From left, Faride Precile, director of communications NAMIC National; Kandyse McClure, 
actress; Dianne Bisson, EVP/CCO MAS2TV; Robbie Earle, former footballer and TV host; 
Ian Royer, VP Marketing & Strategy MAS2TV; and, Mike Prinville, NBC Producer. Tayo Ola

MAS2 TV is the Caribbean’s Netflix
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been a public servant from 
Day One, serving the pub-
lic for 45 years.

“So it’s not a surprise 
when the Mayor appointed 
her as a trustee of CUNY,” 
the congresswoman said. 
“Dr. Clarke has always 
made herself available. 
This event is a reflection of 
all that she has done. 

“It is quite fitting that 
someone who has those 
values will ascend to the 
Board of Trustees,” she 
added. “She keeps going. 
It’s a blessing to have your 
parents in your life – in 
your right mind and right 
theme.

“It’s so good to see you 
come out,” Clarke contin-
ued. “Dr. Clarke, we’re very 
proud of you. You help all 
of us to be in public serv-
ice.”

In his congratulatory 
message, Mayor deBla-
sio commended the State 
Senate for confirming Dr. 
Clarke’s appointment to 
the CUNY Board of Trus-
tees.

He noted that, during 
Clarke’s tenure on the City 
Council, she was a “prolific 
legislator and tireless advo-
cate for students across the 
five boroughs.

“I’m confident that Dr. 
Clarke will bring her vast 
knowledge as a former 
educator and longtime 
public servant to further 
improve the quality of 
education CUNY delivers 
to its students every day,” 

said the Mayor, who had 
served with Clarke in the 
City Council. 

Clarke said she was 
“humbled” by the out-
pouring of support, add-
ing that “without your 
help, my name would be 
unknown, my face would 
be unknown.

“When things get tough, 
I’ll call you up to CUNY,” 
she said, later flanked by 
members of the Progres-
sive Democratic Political 
Association (PDPA), the 
Brooklyn-based political 
club that Clarke founded 
and is the president. “I’m 
extremely grateful for your 
love. This is beyond my 
expectation.”

A s s e m b l y w o m a n 
Annette presented Clarke 
with a bouquet of flowers; 
William “Bill” Howard, who 
organized the event with 
Bishop Sylveta Gonzales, 
gave Clarke a dozen red 
roses; and Patricia Jordan-
Langford, president of the 
Guyana Tri-State Alliance, 
honored Clarke with a 
plaque on behalf of her 
group.

gathered here today in 
celebration of one of the 
greatest historical events 
for the Small Island 
States,” Gonsalves said.

Following the recent 
passage of Tropical Storm 
Erika, Dominica lost 
nearly all of its GDP; an 
example calling for the 
need for countries to pay 
special attention to the 
effects of climate change.

Dominica has served 
as a major pillar in ensur-
ing the success towards 
the implementaiton of 
the SIDS DOCK.

“This is an important 
milestone, a new phase 
in a long journey. An 
endeavor to address the 
needs of almost 50 mil-
lion SIDS citizens,” he 

said. 
The ceremony includ-

ed a symbolic handover of 
instruments to the Office 
of the United Nation-
al Secretary-General 
from the first 11 ratify-
ing countries including, 
The Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belize, Cook Islands, 
Dominica, Grenada, St. 
Kitts and Nevis, St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, 
Samoa, Seychelles, and 
Tuvalu. 

The adoption of the 
SIDS Dock Treaty is seen 
as an opportunity for pos-
sible lucrative public-pri-
vate partnerships to be 
explored in areas such as 
technology. 

At the conclusion of 
the ceremony, the part-
ners committed to rais-
ing $100 million for fund-
ing of the initiative. 

TREATY

CLARKE

Continued from page 3 

Continued from page 3 

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Yvette D. Clarke ad-
dresses patrons. 
 Nelson King
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Dr. Magdalena Lombardi 
Plasilova is a surgeon and direc-
tor of breast health services at 
Brookdale University Hospital 
and Medical Center specializing 
in the comprehensive care of 
breast cancer patients. In honor 
of Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, Dr. Plasilova and Brook-
dale University Hospital bring 
their expertise on the diagnosis 
and management of breast can-
cer with their advice on preven-
tion and self-exams.

Says Dr. Plasilova, “Being a 
woman is the single greatest risk 
for breast cancer, so we must do 
everything we can to prevent 
becoming a statistic.

“We need to educate our-
selves, our daughters, our sisters 
and our neighbors. It is essential 
for women to self-check, sched-
ule regular screenings, and live a 
healthy lifestyle!”

How to conduct a 
Breast Self-Exam

Optimally, a breast self-exam 
should be done once a month, 
approximately 7-10 days from 
the beginning of the menstrual 
cycle, or around the same time 
each month if periods are no 
longer existent.

1. Begin by removing your 
clothing and standing in front of 
a mirror. You will want to check 
your breasts for changes in the 
size, shape or color. You will 
want to check for any changes 
to the skin and nipples as well, 
including: any sores, dimples or 
redness. Check all angles of your 
breasts by lifting and looking 
underneath as well as from the 
side. Put your hands above your 
head and repeat the same proc-
ess of checking all angles.

2. Lie down on the ground 
and feel your left breast with 
your right hand and your right 
breast with your left hand 
using a firm touch and a circu-
lar motion. Your fingers should 
remain flat, not pointed, and 
together. Repeat the same proc-
ess while standing.

3. Check your nipples by pull-
ing them forward and checking 
for discharge or fluid.

4. If you find anything unu-
sual, give your doctor a call or 
schedule an appointment.

Talk to your Doctor
1. Get regular breast cancer 

screenings: Early detection is 
essential. Getting in the habit 
when you are young will develop 

good habits as you age into the 
prime diagnosis years

2. Ask your doctor to decide 
what type of screening you need 
and how often: Every woman is 
different. Learn your family his-
tory and work with your doctor 
to determine what is right for 
your body, age and breasts.

Live Your Best Life
Early detection is ideal, but 

living a healthy lifestyle is the 
surest way to prevent breast can-
cer and other health complica-
tions.

1. Limit alcohol to no more 
than one drink per day

2. Eat Healthy
3. Exercise regularly

About Brookdale 
University Hospital and 
Medical Center

The Brookdale University 
Hospital and Medical Center is 
a 530-bed not-for-profit teach-
ing hospital. Brookdale provides 
general and specialized inpatient 
care to thousands of people every 
year. In addition, Brookdale pro-
vides 24-hour emergency serv-
ices, numerous outpatient pro-
grams and long-term specialty 
care.

Brookdale is one of Brooklyn’s 
largest, and most experienced 
full service emergency depart-
ments and a regionally recog-
nized Level I Trauma Center. 
Brookdale is also a New York 
State DOH designated Stroke 
Center. The hospital houses a 
state-of-the-art Cardiac Cath-
eterization Laboratory with the 
most high-tech imaging equip-
ment available in Brooklyn. Its 
community centered organiza-

tion also provides numerous out-
patient Ambulatory Care servic-
es in both on campus and off site 
facilities. Additionally, specializ-
es in rehabilitative medicine and 
long-term specialty care in the 
renowned Schulman and Sch-
achne Institute for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation and in addition 
is home to 86 units of assisted 
living and independent housing 
in the Arlene and David Schlang 
Pavilion.

In this fi le photo Lindsay Avner, left, founder of Bright Pink, 
a breast cancer awareness organization, demonstrates a 
breast exam with E! Television personality Giuliana Rancic, 
during a live webcast in Chicago on breast cancer aware-
ness and prevention. Associated Press / Charles Rex Arbogast

How to conduct breast self-exams

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell  
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more  
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/
coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical  
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the  
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD) 
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll  
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.  
H4922_AWNY_4002_16_FILE & USE 08312015

Seriously, choosing a  
Medicare Advantage Plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier.  

��Dental and vision care/hearing 
��Transportation services
��Over-the-counter pre-paid cards up to $75/month

We’re here for your call.
$0

AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell
New York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more
information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copay-
ments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical 
assistance program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the
plan for further details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/ TDD)
1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll
in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_MAR16_4002 File & Use 10042015
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
For almost every day of your 

life, someone’s reminded you 
to share.

Usually, it’s about sharing 
your toys but that’s not all. You 
share games, the sofa, your 
ideas, snacks, and any chore 
that needs four hands. Sharing 
is often about teamwork, and 
in the new book “Little Shaq” 
(illustrated by Theodore Taylor 
III), author Shaquille O’Neal 
shares a story…

It was almost the end of the 
ballgame and Little Shaq was 
hot. Every shot he took was 
“nothin’ but net.” He just could 

not miss – nor did he miss 
seeing his cousin, Barry, who 
called for the ball but Little 
Shaq never passed it to him.

When the game was over 
and his team won, Little Shaq 
went looking for Barry. He 
knew something was wrong. 
Barry didn’t want to talk. Barry 
was angry.

Once they got home, Little 
Shaq tried everything to make 
Barry laugh. Finally, he offered 
to let Barry be “Player One” 
on their favorite video game, 
which meant that Barry got 
to pick the team name. Barry 
accepted the offer and the 
boys started playing, but Lit-
tle Shaq couldn’t help himself. 
He wouldn’t – couldn’t – share, 
one thing led to another and 
bang! The boys’ favorite game 
was accidentally broken.

Their friend, Rosa, who’d 
seen everything, pointed out 
that both boys were at fault. Lit-
tle Shaq’s Dad said they needed 
to work together to replace the 
broken game. But would they 
ever be able to earn that kind 

of money?
The answer came that week 

in school when the boys’ teacher, 
Ms. Terpenny, announced that 
the class was going to study 
plants by growing a garden. Both 
Barry and Little Shaq knew peo-
ple who loved plants. Some of 
their neighbors had gardens, 
and someone had to make sure 
the flowers and vegetables were 
watered. He and Barry could 
start a gardening business!

And so they did, learning as 

they went along, making mis-
takes, but earning money, too. 
It was a great way to save for a 
video game replacement, and 
their new business also gave 

them time to play basketball. 
But could they put their new 
talents together with their old 
ones to make a difference in 
their neighborhood?

Shaquille O’Neal.

Shaquille shares a story
“Little Shaq” by 
Shaquille O’Neal, 
illustrated by Theodore
Taylor III
c.2015, 
Bloomsbury 
Children’s Books 
$9.99 / $10.99 Canada 
74 pages

BOOK REVIEW

“Little Shaq” by Shaquille O’Neal.
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F O U N D E R
1 9 0 9 - 2 0 0 4

A.J. Richard
A Legend in the Industry.

In Fond Memory, From your Friends at Community News Group.
“Keep sunshine in your heart”... A.J. Richard

“The Company You Can Trust”   Since 1909
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IMMIGRATION GUIDE
REMOVING IMMIGRATION NIGHTMARES
There are solutions to problems immigrants frequently experience. 

Among the problems and solutions are the following:

1. GETTING MARRIED TO 
A US CITIZEN OR GREEN 
CARD HOLDER AND BEING 
ABUSED OR ABANDONED 
BY THE SPOUSE:
If you are married to a 

US Citizen or green card holder who is abusive 
or has abandoned you, you may be entitled to 
a work permit and green card even if you are 
divorced or have a criminal record. You do not 
need your spouse to fi le for you or sponsor you 
or attend the interview with you. This relief is 
also applicable to child (including step child), 
fi ancée and parent of US citizens or green 
card holder. You can also get relief if you are 
married to a citizen or green card holder who 
was already married but did not divorce before 
marrying you, that is, a bigamy or  polygamy 
situation.

2. PARENTS OF US CITIZEN WANTING TO WORK 
AND MAINTAIN THEIR CHILDREN:
Are you a parent of a US Citizen Child or 

Green card holder? You may be 
administratively approved for 
a work permit to enable you 
to maintain your family. This is 

an administrative relief subject to 
discretion of the government officials.

3. ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO THE US:
This is a major problem but there is relief for 
special immigrants married to a US Citizen or 
green card holder or those who have US citi-
zen children. You may still get a work permit 
and green card.

4. ILLEGAL REENTRY AFTER DEPORTATION:
Did you enter the US after being deported? This 
is a crime. There is relief for special immigrants 
married to a US Citizen or green card holder. 
Hurry to talk to us before you are arrested. You 
may be entitled to relief?

5. WORK PERMIT AND GREEN CARD FOR CHIL-
DREN AND YOUNG PERSONS:

-
one other than your parent?

means to take care of you?

return to country of birth or citizenship now?
You may be entitled to work permit and or 
green card whether you entered with visa 
or not. You may still be approved even if you 
entered without inspection, entered with 
fraudulent document or overstayed your visa 
or have certain criminal record.

6. CRIMINAL RECORDS: WAIVERS AND PARDONS:
If you are convicted or pled guilty to a crime in 
the past it can generate complexities and be 
a nightmare but waivers and various special 
actions and legal procedures are available to 
relieve immigrants with past criminal records.

7. REMOVING 2-YEAR CONDITIONAL GREENCARD:
Many immigrants have found it difficult to 

either because they are not able to convince 

the government that their marriage is genuine or 
because they are not getting cooperation from 
their spouse. We can help remove conditions 
on your greencard, even if your spouse is not fi 
ling with you and even if you have been denied 
and placed in a removal proceeding. You need 

spouse or if your spouse died.

8. ASYLUM PROBLEMS AND DEPORTATION 
ORDERS:

Do you have deportation order 
on you that makes you a fugi-
tive? Hurry to talk to us before 
you are picked up by Detention 
and Removal Office (DRO). 

Your deportation may be suspended and get 
work permit & green card.

9. APPROVALS AND VISA BULLETIN PROBLEMS:
Do you have an approved petition fi led 
by your brother or sister, parents etcs and 
you were unable to apply for a green card 
because you overstayed here in US? Call us 
now. We might be able to assist you.

10. NOTICE TO APPEAR (NTA) IN IMMIGRATION 
COURT AND IMMIGRATION COURT PROCEED-
INGS:
Did you receive NTA from the government 
or are you currently in immigration court? 
Consider speaking to us for a great fi rst or 
second opinion and resolution of your case. 
You will not regret calling.

11. DO YOU NEED A WORK PERMIT, IDENTIFICA-
TION CARD AND FOREIGN TRAVEL PERMIT?
You may be entitled.

12. CBP AND TSA PROBLEMS:
Correcting travel records- US-VISIT, ADIS 
Records, Enforce/Indent Records, DHSTRIP, and 
CLASS etc. Citizens and green card holders can 
remove names from CLASS

13. CITIZENSHIP AND 
CITIZENSHIP DELAYS OR 
DENIALS:
Did you apply for citizen-
ship and you are being 

denied or unnecessarily delayed? Call us to 
enforce your rights in Federal Court.

14. WE PROCESS ALIEN WORKERS, STUDENTS, 
ENTREPRENEURS AND BUSINESS IMMIGRATION.
15. WE PROCESS CHANGE AND EXTENSION OF 
STATUS.
16. WE PROCESS ORPHAN AND ADOPTION PETI-
TIONS.
17. VICTIMS OF CRIMES RELIEFS:
Are you a victim 
of Domestic 
Violence, Sex, 
Assault, Trafficking 
and other crimes? 
You may be en-
titled to relief?

18. UNCONTESTED 
DIVORCE- FROM $399.
19. FEDERAL COURT ACTIONS.

NO AT TORNEYS FEE  
UNLESS APPROVED 

for DHS cases

Take 4 or 

SALIS LAW P.C.

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Council Member Jumaane 

D. Williams has presented an eight-
year-old autistic student of Public 
School 315 in East Flatbush with a New 
York City Council Citation for his inno-
vative ideas towards building a greener, 
sustainable environment in the 45th 
Council District. 

Williams, Deputy Leader of the City 
Council, said Ajani Romain was non-
verbal at an early age, but added that, 
with intensive therapy, he began to 
express his thoughts, and, in particu-
lar, his passion for the environment, 
through art.

With the help of his mother Wad-
lyne Charles, Ajani sent a letter to Wil-
liams that outlined his vision of a 
more environmentally-conscious City 
“through a new and improved street 
sweeper prototype he designed,” said 
Williams, representative for the 45th 
Council District in Brooklyn. 

The design would not only clean 
the streets in a more efficient way but 
would decrease the noise and gas pol-
lution that street sweepers currently 
emit, Williams said. 

“I was touched by Ajani’s story, whose 
admirable passion for bettering our 
community will not go unnoticed,” said 
Williams, who met Ajani and his family 
during the 4th Annual Breukelen Coun-

try Fair on Sept. 26. 
“We are facing one of the most diffi-

cult climate issues of our time, but with 
ambitious proposals like young Ajani’s, 
our city can move toward a more sus-
tainable future,” he added. 

“I look forward to meeting with the 
Council’s Committee on Sanitation & 
Solid Waste Management Chair Rey-
noso as well as members of the City’s 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion to make Ajani’s dream become a 
reality,” Williams continued. “Though 
he is one of my younger constituents, 
he is truly an example for all New York-
ers.” 

Williams said Ajani is asthmatic 
and is “quite aware of the state of his 
health.” 

On one particular day, the council-
man said Ajani was walking home from 
school with his mother, when a side-
walk cleaning truck swept up “a mon-
strous cloud of dust. 

“It was a habit of theirs to spot, stop, 
and cover their nose, mouths and eyes 
whenever the cleaning trucks passed,” 
Williams said. “That day, something 
struck him after the dust storm left, 
and he told his mother, ‘this truck is 
not cleaning the street, it’s just mov-
ing the garbage around. I will design 
a truck that will clean streets and the 
air.’” 

Council Member Jumaane D. Williams presented East Flatbush resident 
Ajani Romain (center-left) with a New York City Council Citation for his in-
novative ideas toward building a greener, sustainable environment in the 
45th Council District. They were joined by Ajani’s brothers Amir (right) and 
Akins (center).

Williams honors 
autistic student for 

innovative ideas
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B3, B44, 
B36

REHAB
Cost: Covered by most 
insurance plans 

          including medicare
Risk: No known side effects
Pain: Little to none
Recovery: Immediate

SURGERY
Deductible, Co-pay, 
medication, time off work
Complications, poor 

outcome, addiction to pain 
medications
Can be severe for months
Monthly years

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY
Vs

Pain
stops you

IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY DEGREE OF KNEE PAIN OR DISCOMFORT, CALL TODAY AND START LIVING YOUR LIFE PAIN FREE!

3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)
Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 12 pm

718.769.2521  www.HQBK.comOur comprehensive treatment program 
promotes a fast, safe, return to health

p p gp p g

QTrain:

FREE SEMINAR ON
FEELING COMFORT AND GETTING OUT OF PAIN!

Presented by

Space is limited so please call today and reserve your spot  
and take the first step in regaining your pain free, active lifestyle.

you ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates detailed 

evaluation, diagnosis and non-operative treatment and care.

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various forms 
of treatment. Immediate and long term relief for head, neck, 
face, shoulder, arm, lower back, leg, knee, and ankle pain.

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, bulging discs, disc 
degeneration and sciatica.

bacck, leg, knnneee , aand aankkle ppaaiinn.

SION

PHYSICAL THERAPY/ REHABILITATION
 

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 

.

E PAINNN FFFFRRRREEEE!I

Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain your 
independence by improving your balance and coordination 

(covered by most medicare plans)

eevaaluattion,, diagnosis andd no
NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and treatment 
of all neurological disorders

We can get you started!

Come in and learn the benefits of 
functional foot orthotics and how 
it can relieve pain from bunions, 
planar facitis, flat feet, hip pain 

and lower back pain!
CALL 718.769.2521

SEMINAR DATE 
Friday, October 23rd

MRI ON PREMISES
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

Topics
)Administrative Reliefs and Executive Opportunities
)How to get green cards and work permits
)Divorced, Abused or Abandoned Spouse
)How to survive as illegal parents of US citizens
)Tackling illegal entry and reentry problems
)Getting green card for young persons
)Removing 2-Year Conditional Green card
)Asylum and Resolving Asylum Problems and Deportation Orders
)How to use approved petitions by brother, sister or parents or jobs
)Citizenship for illiterates and Citizenship delays and problems
)Workers, Students and Business Immigration
)Nationalities and Temporary Protected Status (TPS)
)Criminal Records Resolutions
)Victims of Crimes- Domestic Violence, Assault and other crimes
)Victims of Trafficking in Sex and Slavery
)Guardians, Orphans and Adoptions
)Professionals: Nurses, Doctors and Other Degree Holders
)Special Immigration Cases
)Appealing and Challenging Denials
)Immigration Court Hearings and Reliefs
)Visa Bulletin and Dealing with US consulates abroad
)Approaching Federal Courts and Case Resolutions
)Other matters and New Developments

To attend, call or text (24 hours): 212-203-9202 (24 Hours) 
(Save numbers on your phone now) (All By Appointment Only)
Workshop Venue: 1179 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11213

 (Between Utica and Rochester). 4 or 3  Train to Utica.

Free Outsources: Apart from individuals, we also provide free seminars to churches, 
mosques and other community organizations.

SOLVE YOUR IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS
ATTEND FREE IMMIGRATION WORKSHOP

Organized By FORECAST CONSULTING (FREE WORKSHOP SERVICE)
Instructions in English and Spanish

By Alley Olivier
When you think of words associ-

ated with Jamaica you may immediately 
think of sun, reggae, and jerk chicken, 
but you’re missing something pivotal: 
business.

The island is “open for business” 
and investment as expressed by vet-
eran Jamaican business owners William 
Mahfood, president of The Private Sec-
tor Organisation of Jamaica and chair-
man of WISYNCO Group, and Glenford 
Christian, chairman and CEO of Cari-
Med Limited and Kirk Distrubutors 
Limited, during the annual Jamaica 
National Building Society’s Outlook for 
the Future panel. 

Featuring opening remarks from 
Lowell Hawthorne, president and CEO 
of Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery and 
Grill, and Herman LaMont, consul gen-
eral to New York for Jamaica, the dis-
tinguished group of leaders urged the 
audience that there is no time like the 
present to return home with their own 
entrepreneurial pursuits.

The concept of Jamaica as a brand 
was stressed throughout the various 
presentations and remarks, stressing 
the participants to create business plans 

rooted at home that can then cross the 
waters into American markets. 

“The focus should be what can be 
done in Jamaica and expanded to the 
United States. Think globally, think 
export, think brand Jamaica,” Haw-
thorne said.

Presenter, William Mahfood, provide 
new statistics proving that Jamaica 
is prime for business and investment. 
 Sharon R Bennett

Jamaica is ‘open 
for business’

Continued on Page 28
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Banks are better when they’re open.
We’re opening our newest location in Bedford Stuyvesant.
957 Marcy Avenue

Stop in, we’d love to meet you!
Opening Saturday, October 24 | Celebration 11am-3pm

  

get a $50 TD Bank 
Visa® Gift Card
when you open a new checking account with 
$500 or more.1

TD Bank, N.A. I 1NEW ACCOUNT BONUS: Offer valid 10/24/15 through 11/23/15 at the Bedford Stuyversant Store. Bonus offered to new personal checking Customers only when opening a new, non-interest bearing checking 
account with a deposit of $500 or more. A new personal checking Customer currently does not have any personal checking account at TD Bank, N.A. Cannot be combined with any other offer. One bonus maximum per Customer. Bonus will 
be given at time of account opening and will be reported as taxable income. ©2015 Visa U.S.A. Inc.

New Customers 
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“This country (Venezuela) is very influ-
ential, and after 50 years of peace, it has 
been able to erode some of the support 
we received from the people we thought 
were our friends, by implanting certain 
scurrilous ideas in their minds, and in the 
minds of others, who do not know of the 
1899 Settlement, and are claiming that 
it is a British problem, not a Venezuelan 
problem.” This is in reference to Guyana 
being the only English-speaking country 
in South America.

“This was settled. Venezuela has over 
300,000 sq miles of land. It is not a Guy-
ana problem, it is a Venezuelan problem, 
but unless we keep working and inform-
ing our people, and ensuring that our 
mission is delivering the same message, 
we will not be able to win over world sup-
port,” said President Granger, adding, we 
must continue to convince other coun-
tries, particularly the smaller states, that 
unless they band together in solidarity, 
they too could be isolated, and picked on 
by bigger states.”

“We will not be bullied by Venezuela. 
Maduro intended to carry on a cam-
paign against Guyana in which he felt 
he could do anything he wanted to do, 
and we would be bound to agree because 
he bought our rice, and sold us oil,” said 
President Granger.

“We have to stand on our feet, and tell 

him to “haul,” quipped the politician, 
referring to a ‘derogatory’ term used by 
Guyanese.

“I am proud of Permanent Representa-
tive George Talbot and the work this 
office has been doing. I am here to say 
thanks. I know other embassies and mis-
sions are more spacious, better equipped 
and offer better salaries and allowances, 
but we hope things will be better in the 
future.”

“As you know, this administration was 
faced with challenges when we went into 
office, and we are now dealing with fall-
ing gold prices, flat rate bauxite prices, 
and working out situations in the rice 
industry, and the sugar industry, but we 
will do everything possible to make sure 
you can continue to perform your duties 
here,” he said. 

“Diplomacy is at the forefront of our 
defense and what we were able to achieve 
in the last six day here, will also be 
achieved by our diplomats who are com-
mitted to convincing nations of the world 
that Guyana is a country that needs to 
be protected, and need to have its voice 
heard, in solidarity,” said the president.

President Granger, who spent many 
hours meeting with nationals, gra-
ciously presented members of the diplo-
matic staff with heritage pins, he said, 
were gifts for their outstanding work. 
He then placed the pins on the ladies 
lapel, before handing over the badges to 
male staff members.

Continued from page 3 

GUYANA

The event was structured to inspire 
and mobilize all in attendance that 
the challenge of starting a business 
in Jamaica is worth it. Both Mahfood 
and Christian discussed their trials and 
triumphs in starting their respective 
businesses. 

Christian spoke of starting with three 
employees 30 years ago to now oversee-
ing 800 persons and 150 contractors. 

“Jamaica is open for business. I know 
your hearts are close to home,” Chris-
tian said. 

Listing various sectors that are grow-
ing in Jamaica, both Christian and 
Mahfood mentioned the BPO sector, 
technology and agriculture. 

Both presenters offered key advice to 
any starting entrepreneur, stressing the 
importance of working with the right 
people, investing in those people and 
knowing why you decided to get into 
business. 

“Did you get into business just to 
make a quick buck or did you go into 
business because you love business,” 
Christian said. 

“It’s about doing more for our com-
munity, for our country,” Mahfood 
said.

BUSINESS
Continued from page 26 

The panel of distinguished business leaders answered questions from the 
audience following the presentations from the featured speakers.  
 Sharon Bennett

HealthPlus Amerigroup is now  
Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus.

You still have all the same benefits you’ve  
always had. And you’ll work with the same  
people. For more information, call us  
toll free at 1-800-300-8181 (TTY 711).

Same people. Same 
benefits. Now Blue.

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus is the trade name of 
HealthPlus, LLC, an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and  
Blue Shield Association. 

To learn more about applying for health insurance including  
Child Health Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, The 
Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit nystateofhealth.ny.gov or  
call 1-855-355-5777.

ENYMKT-0013-15 09.15

www.empireblue.com/nymedicaid
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 10/09/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

PLU
TAX
TAG

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'09 INFINITI G37x

52k miles, Stk#1255

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

38k miles, Stk#12713

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

38k miles, Stk#12713

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $3,995!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

OPEN 

EARLY

 2003 Honda Pilot, TMU 534295 $3,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,500
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2014 Mazda 3, 55k 15906 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Honda CRV, 57k 13914 $14,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995 
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995

$8,995
'13 MAZDA 5

52k miles, Stk#16941

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF PRE-OWNED LUXURY CARS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for 

details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789. Publication date: 10/16/15. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

US 
X & 
GS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

‘14 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 15152, 14k mi.

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$23,995
'12 MERCEDES E-350

20k miles, Stk#11628

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

$17,995
'13 TOYOTA SIENNA

26k miles, Stk#11973

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

STARTS NOW
THRU NOVEMBER 
AT MAJOR WORLD!

CLOSE LATE W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE    
 2013 Dodge Gr Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995 
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2014 Ford Fusion, 10k 10024 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 43k 17044 $14,750
 2012 Toyota Sienna, 23k 1070 $14,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2013 Toyota Corolla, 19k 2595 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

5k miles, Stk#13407

$14 ,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 DODGE SPRINTER

58k miles, Stk#15079

$31,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS
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By Nelson A. King 
A 12-year-old Vincentian student 

who lives with his parents in Brooklyn 
has had the rare privilege and opportu-
nity of meeting United States President 
Barack Obama after the child had writ-
ten the president four years ago con-
gratulating him on his election.  

Asante Alexander, 12, a Grade 7 
student at Meyer Levin Intermediate 
School 233 in Brooklyn, told Carib-
bean Life that meeting the most pow-
erful leader in the world and the first 
U.S. Black president was an experience 
“beyond my expectations.” 

“Meeting President Obama is a great 
experience,” said Asante, who, through 
the United States Chief of Protocol, 
Amb. Peter A. Selfridge, and his wife 
Panita, was able to meet Obama at his 
hotel room in midtown Manhattan, on 
Sept. 29, on the margins of the 70th 
Session of the just-concluded United 
Nations General Assembly Debate in 
New York. 

Asante’s mother, Silvina “Gen” 
Crichton-Alexander and father, Fitzlyn 
“Omari” Alexander are Vincentians liv-
ing in Brooklyn. 

The Alexanders have another child, 
Fayola, 20, a student at Brooklyn’s pre-
dominantly Black Medgar Evers Col-
lege. 

“I thought he was just going to shake 
my hand and leave,” said Asante about 
meeting Obama. “He spent some time 
with me, although he had all the leaders 
around the world waiting on him. 

“What a wonderful feeling that would 
definitely stay with me forever!” beamed 
Asante with excitement. “President 

Obama is a great inspiration for me.” 
Asante – a soccer enthusiast, who 

represented Central Brooklyn Soc-
cer Club in a tournament in Dubai in 
April, and has earned several Black belt 
degrees in Taekwondo – had written 
Obama in September 2011, when he was 
a seven-year-old student at Langston 
Hughes Public School 233 in Brooklyn. 

At that time, Asante congratulated 
Obama on becoming the nation’s first 
Black president and hoping to meet him 
in Brooklyn. 

“I have read a lot of books about you, 
and have educated myself to the full-
est,” Asante wrote. “Many of the books I 
read made me want to help people.

“I like the way in which your mom 
taught you as a child to become a great 
person,” he added. “I know you fulfilled 
Martin Luther King’s dream by becom-
ing the first Black president [of the 
United States] and bringing everyone 
together.”

The slain Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was considered America’s 
greatest civil rights leader. 

“So I will like you to fulfill my dream 
and come to Brooklyn, so that I can see 
you in person and tell you what a great 
man you are,” Asante continued.

In responding, Obama thanked 
Asante in a letter dated Dec. 13, 2011.

“I am continually inspired by the 
enthusiasm and bright ideas of young 
Americans, and I appreciate your tak-
ing the time to share your thoughts 
with me,” the president wrote. “One of 
the things I can do as President is to 
make sure your tomorrow is as bright 
as it can be.

Asante Alexander meets President Obama, who signed a copy of his book 
for the student.

Vincentian student 
meets Prez Obama

Health care is about 
you. So are we.

Visit NY State of Health, The Official Health Plan Marketplace, at  
nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus is the trade name of HealthPlus, 
LLC, an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

ENYMKT-0063-15 10.15

Choose Essential Plan from Empire today!  
Call 1-888-809-8009 (TTY 711). 

www.empireblue.com/nyessentialplan

Staying in good health means:
�� Being there for life’s important moments
�� Having health care you can afford and
�� Getting the care you need when you need it 

With Essential Plan coverage through Empire BlueCross  
BlueShield HealthPlus, we’ll help you:
�� See the right doctor
��  Get checkups and preventive care, plus  

prescription drugs
�� Talk to a nurse 24/7, if you need to

We also offer dental and vision care and over-the- 
counter drugs, if you qualify.

Empire BlueCross BlueShield HealthPlus. Quality health 
care that’s all about you.
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George Procovas, owner 
of 13th Avenue Florist, knows 
how flowers make the occa-
sion. 

He creates beautiful and 
unique floral arrangements 
for weddings, birthdays, an-
niversaries, and corporate 
events. The exotic flowers 
come from all over the world, 
including many from the Ca-
ribbean and Hawaii, places 
known for having some of the 
prettiest.

Brides have been dazzled 
by his creations that have in-
cluded cherry blossoms, and 
centerpieces both large and 
small. 

“We offer a wide selection 
of bridal bouquets, wedding 
ceremony flowers, cake deco-
rations, and centerpieces to 
fit any budget,” he says. 

In fact, all who shop here 
are happy with the very rea-
sonable prices 13th Avenue 
Florist offers. 

“We take good care of our 
customers,” says Procovas. 
It’s how the business has 
grown — via word of mouth 
from all his satisfied cus-
tomers who continue to shop 
here.

Procovas likes to say he’s 
been in the flower business 
since he was 7 years old. 
Back then, his uncle owned 
a Brooklyn flower store, and 
Procovas helped out. He ob-
served how his uncle would 
take flowers and somehow 
turn them into beautiful bou-
quets and arrangements, a 
craft Procovas was eager to 
learn.  

An outgoing kid, he also 
loved to chat with customers, 
and they, too, enjoyed their 
conversations with him. It 
seemed like such a happy 
business. Flowers made peo-
ple happy, was the lesson he 
learned at an early age. It was 
then he knew that this was 
the career for him, and ev-
erything has been coming up 
roses since then.

At age 18, Procovas 
opened his first flower shop, 
also on 13th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights. 

“I started from scratch, 
and there were many chal-

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Make the occasion with flowers from 
13th Avenue Florist

lenges,” he says. Despite hard 
times, he continued to plant 
the seeds of success. His fam-
ily was supportive of his en-
deavor, and after a while, 
his brother, Dino, came into 
the business. “By treating 
everyone with respect, the 
company eventually grew,” 
he says. 

In fact, it blossomed so 
much, it soon outgrew that lo-
cation, and moved to where it 
is now, just a few blocks away 
from where it all started.

Customers who enjoy 
planting their own flowers 
are happy that 13th Avenue 
Florist carries everything 
needed to create spectacu-
lar flower gardens at home. 
If you don’t have a green 
thumb, but simply love look-
ing at flowers, there’s a huge 
selection of silk arrange-
ments that might just work 
for you.

Fresh flower arrange-
ments, for every occasion, 
can be delivered locally and 

worldwide. Flowers really 
do have the power to cheer 
people up, and brighten 
their day. Sending a bouquet 
makes people feel appreci-
ated and valued. It’s a perfect 
way to say, “thank you.”     

Procovas is living his 
dream, and customers reap 
the benefits of having a flo-
rist they can trust for all 
their floral needs. Today, he 
advises young business own-
ers. 

“Trust your dream, and 

follow it,” he says. “Be will-
ing to take the risk. Nothing 
is handed to you in life, and 
nothing worthwhile comes 
without taking risks. Follow 
your dream.”

13th Avenue Florist 
[7806 13th Ave. between 78th 
and 79th streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 236–9088, 
www.13thaveflorist.com]. 
Open Mondays through Sat-
urdays, 9 am–7 pm; and Sun-
days 9 am–4 pm.  
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A media black-out of the 
largest gathering of Black men 
in America recently did not 
deter thousands of Black Amer-
icans -- predominantly Black 
men – to pack the National 
Mall in Washington D.C. on 
Oct. 10 to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the Million 
Man March. 

The 10/10 commemorative 
assembly registered attendance 
from virtually every state in the 
union with impressive num-
bers accounting for seniors, 
the youth, children, Hispan-
ics, Native Americans, soldiers 
and predominantly Black men, 
repeating the historic assem-
bly initiated on Oct. 16, 1995 
in response to a call from the 
Nation of Islam and its leader 
Minister Louis Farrakhan to 
address a number of inequi-
ties and wrongdoings against 
women. 

That initial, history-making 
event also implored Black men 
to atone for their misdeeds, 
reconcile with their loved ones 
and take responsibility for their 
actions. 

Although atonement was the 
theme, the MMM provided the 
impetus for thousands to board 

buses, trains, planes and cars 
in order to address concerns 
related to poverty, unemploy-
ment and poor housing.

Two decades later, the theme 
was “Justice…or else” and with 
far less media attention than 
the first, thousands poured a 
yet-to-be verified million or 
more participants. 

Numbers attending last 
weekend’s anniversary celebra-
tion were certainly impressive. 

Given that weather condi-
tions favorably accommodated 
the crowds, Black men trav-
elled from as far away as the 
Caribbean and California to 
join thousands more; women, 
Caucasians and groups repre-
senting numerous nationalities 
and a myriad of races.

After the first historic event, 
reports varied on the exact 
number of men that responded 
to the call.

D.C. police claimed crowd 
attendance to be less than half 

a million.
Their assessment of 400,000 

was vociferously discredit-
ed with allegations that the 
undercounted figures stemmed 
from racial indignation. 

The range of disparity varied 
from MMM organizers estimat-
ing that two million attended 
to ABC News projecting the 
official count to be 850,000.

After much criticisms and 
complaints, the police depart-
ment has since refrained from 
estimating crowd numbers in 
the nation’s capital.

This time around, Haitians 
represented in large numbers. 

There in front of the domed 
US Capitol building, French-
creole, Caribbean nation-
als demonstrated a presence 
against the decision by the 
government of the Dominican 
Republic to deport Haitians. 

That the two countries once 
shared a borderless island 
called Hispaniola — before 

splitting into a divide of Span-
ish and French-creole languag-
es — was not negated from 
the conversation that invited 
everyone.

Haiti was part of the agen-
da.

Minister Farrakhan spoke at 
length about the plight of the 
Haitian people.

He made the Caribbean 
diasporan issue one of concern 

to his NOI.
Another of the topics the 

leader emphasized was the fact 
Blacks faced unemployment at 
nearly twice the rate of Whites 
and for 16-19-year-old Blacks, 
the unemployment rate jumped 
to more than 50 percent. 

He said, more than 40 per-
cent of Blacks lived at or below 
the poverty rate and the Black 

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

People cheer during a rally to mark the 20th anniversary 
of the Million Man March, on Capitol Hill, on Saturday, Oct. 
10, 2015, in Washington. Waving fl ags, carrying signs and 
listening to speeches and songs, the crowd gathered at the 
U.S. Capitol and spread down the Mall under on a sunny and 
breezy fall day.  Associated Press / Evan Vucc

Million Men March again in Washington DC

Continued on Page 39
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By Vinette K. Pryce
This weekend, beginning Oct. 17 

a kick-off concert at Madison Square 
Garden headlined by r&b singer Chaka 
Khan, is expected to attract women of 
color for the 15th annual Circle of Sis-
ters exposition. 

Avant and Tamar Braxton are also 
billed to perform.

COS is the largest expo for women 
of color and will focus on topical dis-
cussions varying from #Blacklivesmat-
ter, police brutality in the Black com-
munity, the prison industrial com-

plex, mass incarceration of Blacks in 
America, health, unemployment and 
other issues. 

Panel discussions convene on Oct. 
18 from 10 am to 6 pm at the Jacob 
Javits Convention Center. 

The Cooking Pavilion will spotlight 
rhythm and blues singer Bobby Brown 
in the kitchen. 

For the clueless, Brown is no stranger 
to that room. His Bobby Brown Barbe-
cue Sauce has been a favorite savored 
from his BB Foods.

The former New Edition singer, 

Grammy winner, husband of the late 
pop star Whitney Houston and father 
of the late Bobbi Kristina Brown is also 
slated to talk with WBLS radio person-
ality Earthquake during a one-on-one 
session. 

COS annually hosts a variety of 
panel discussions, seminars, inspira-
tional services, r&b and gospel con-
certs as well as a fashion show .

In addition, more than 200 ven-
dors and small businesses annually sell 
unique items and services throughout 

Circle of Sisters mobilize women of color

Continued on Page 38

By Alley Olivier
Colors have an uncanny ability to 

evoke emotions or memories. 
Drawing upon the complex shade of 

red, Trinidadian artist Robert Reid is wel-
coming the masses to see red in all of its 
forms — indicative of passion, violence, 
and more. 

“The exhibition is called ‘Red’ and 
one of the things when I was doing this 
show is that red means a lot of different 
things to people - love passion, death, 
incorporating all of those things,” Reid 
explained.

The seasoned artist has created an 
exhibit featuring 36 pieces, including 
watercolors, charcoal, and oil paintings. 
Reid’s approach was to craft pieces that 

By Alley Olivier
So you want to be famous? In this 

digital age, there’s a new formula: 
find the proper lighting, invest in an 
iPhone or Android, and nail speaking 
in 15-second increments. 

To go viral on social platforms like 
Instagram and YouTube, establishing 
a niche, creatively writing short skits, 
and being consistent is key – just ask 
the latest viral star Papa Jean.

Papa Jean, who’s real name is Jean 
Lodescar Jr., is a first generation Hai-
tian American who happened upon the 
world of vlogging or video blogging 
with a social media following of 11,500 

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Papa Jean in costume as one of his 
fi ve characters. Papa Jean

Chaka Khan performs during the memoriam for Whitney Houston at the BET Awards in Los Angeles. 
 Associated Press / Invision / Matt Sayles

Papa Jean’s 
funny faces

Seeing ‘Red’ 
with Trini artist

KICK-OFF KICK-OFF 
CONCERTCONCERT
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Electronic 
BlackJack

It’s A Big Deal!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420

rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

 
“Resorts World Casino NYC 

pays out the highest returns 
nationwide: 95.05%”

-NBC Connecticut

Best blackjack 3:2 win 
payoffs plus exciting side 

bet options! Win up to 
1000x your bet! 

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE 
PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

Saturday October 24 
&  Sunday October 25

11 am – 5 pm   
Enjoy this Spooktacular 
Event with Wildlife

Witch Shows, Bat Chats, 
Spooky Barn & More! 

For more information visit 
prospectparkzoo.com
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By Kam Williams
Launched by Robert Law-

rence Stine in 1992, “Goose-
bumps” is a phenomenally-
popular series of spooky stories 
carefully-crafted to scare the 
bejesus out of seven to 12-year-
olds. The so-called Stephen 
King of kiddie literature has 
published hundreds of titles 
over the years, selling about 
a half-billion books worldwide 
and counting. “Goosebumps” 
has been spun off into a TV 
show and video games, so it 
makes sense that it would be 

brought to the big screen, too. 
Directed by Rob Letterman, 
the picture stars the termi-
nally-impish Jack Black as R. 
L. Stine, although the author 
he’s portraying does make a 
cameo appearance during a 

mob scene. The movie marks 
the reunion of Letterman and 
Black who in 2010 collaborated 
on a poorly-received remake of 
“Gulliver’s Travels.”

This production is likely to 
fare far better, since its has 

a built-in audience already 
weaned on the books. Plus, 
the adolescents’ appetites have 
been further whetted by the 
prerelease of a product line of 
“Goosebumps” tie-ins, includ-
ing posters, games, stationery, 

Halloween costumes, plush 
toys, clothes and accessories. 
Not that the movie version 
needs any help, as the com-
bination live-action/animated 
adventure proves to be quite 
entertaining in its own right. 

At the point of departure, 
we find teenager Zach Coop-
er (Dylan Minnette) and his 
recently-widowed mom (Amy 
Ryan) grieving their loss and 
sorely in need of a change of 
scenery, which explains their 
moving to the town of Madi-
son, Delaware. Their new, 
next-door neighbor, Mr. Stine 
(Black), is a reclusive grouch 
who warns the boy right off the 
bat to keep off his property and 
to stay away from his home-
schooled daughter, Hannah 
(Odeya Rush). But it’s obviously 
love at first sight for Zach, who 
is instantly smitten with the 
attractive girl his own age.

A family-friendly romp pro-
viding just the perfect blend of 
light-hearted humor and spine-
tingling fright fare to scare and 
delight kids of all ages!

“Goosebumps”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG for 
scary images, 
intense action and 
rude humor
Running time: 
103 minutes
Distributor: Sony 
Pictures

All Things Must 
Change (Unrated) Music 
biz documentary revisit-
ing the rise and demise 
of Tower Records. Featur-
ing commentary by Chris 
Cornell, Chuck D., Elton 
John and David Geffen.

A Ballerina’s Tale (Unrated) Reveren-
tial biopic chronicling the ascension of 
Misty Copeland from humble rootsin Cal-
ifornia to prima ballerina in Manhattan 
with the American Ballet Theatre com-
pany. Including commentary by Deirdre

Experimenter (PG-13 for mature 
themes and brief profanity) Peter Sars-
gaard portrays Stanley Milgram in this 
biopic about the legendary social scien-
tist’s famous study of humans’ willing-
ness to obey authority. Ensemble cast 
includes Winona Ryder, Dennis Haysbert, 
Jim Gaffigan, Kellan Lutz, John Legui-
zamo and Vondie Curtis-Hall.

Meadowland (R for profanity, drug use 
and graphic sexuality) Marriage on the 
rocks saga, set in New York City, exam-
ining the emotional rift which develops 
between a cop (Luke Wilson) and his 
wife (Olivia Wilde) in the wake of their 
young son’s mysterious disappearance. 
With Giovanni Ribisi, Juno Temple and 
John Leguizamo.

Tab Hunter Confidential (Unrated) 
Out-of-the-closet biopic recounting how 
the Fifties matinee idol hid his homo-
sexuality until finally publishing a tell-all 
autobiography a half-century after his 
heyday. Featuring commentary by Clint 

Eastwood, Debbie Reynolds and Connie 
Stevens.

This Changes Everything (Unrated) 
Global warming documentary examin-
ing the effect of climate change in seven 
locales around the world, including com-
munities in America, India, China, Cana-
da and Germany.

Truth (R for profanity and a nude 
photo) Broadcast ethics is the theme of 
this thriller about the news story awhich 
cost CBS ‘ Dan Rather (Robert Redford) 
his career. With Cate Blanchett, Topher 
Grace, Dennis Quaid and Bruce Green-
wood.

Woodlawn (PG for mature themes and 
racial tensions) Fact-based, coming-of-
age saga, set in 1973, recalling how a 
black football star (Caleb Castille) and his 
white football coach (Nicholas Bishop) 
joined forces to alleviate tensions across 
the color line at a Birmingham, Alabama 
high school. Featuring Jon Voight, Sean 
Astin and Sherri Shepherd.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Bridge of Spies (PG-13 for violence and 

brief profanity) Cold War thriller about a 
lawyer (Tom Hanks) recruited by the CIA 
to represent an American spy (Austin 
Stowell) whose surveillance plane was Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

A scene from the movie “Goosebumps.”

Independent & Foreign Films

Monsters run amok in friendly fright franchise 

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

Continued on Page 39
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users and growing. 
“I did a lot of stage acting 

and I wanted to start getting 
into filming. I basically just 
started shooting little clips of 
these skits that I started writ-
ing and posting them on Insta-
gram and YouTube,” Lodescar 
explained. 

Posting his first clip back in 
March of this year, Papa Jean 
and his family of characters 
were created three years prior. 

“About three years ago, I 
wrote a one-man show called 
‘Toussaint Louverture’ and 
within that show I introduced 

five characters,” he said.
Those five characters 

became Papa Jean - main 
character and head of house-
hold, Mama Jean - wife of Papa 
Jean, Roland - the woman-
izing, romantic, Manoucheka 
- daughter of Papa and Mama 
Jean, and Lodescar playing 
himself; loosely based on gen-
eralized stereotypes of Haitian 
people and his own parents.

“My father’s name is Jean, 
I took a lot of things that he 
taught me in life and I pretty 
much infiltrated it through 
Instagram. It might not be 
specifically him but if you 
know my father you’ll see a lot 
of similarities with that main 
character to my father,” he 
explained. 

were simple to showcase the 
subtle beauty of his figurative 
pieces. 

Throughout his work, he 
includes the female form, a 
combination of naked, semi-
naked, and clothed. His pur-
pose in doing so is to catch the 
beauty of not only the human 
form but also of the everyday 
people we pass by who have 
their own unique story con-
nected to the color red. 

“One of my goals was that I 
wanted to tell people’s stories 
and by doing that I used the 
term red,” Reid said. 

In an artist statement, Reid 
expands upon his use of the 
female form saying: 

“My subject is primarily 
the human form. There is no 
greater joy than capturing the 
complex human element.  With 
color, light and space, I seek to 
manifest the  energy and emo-
tions of my subjects, offering 
moments of beauty, serenity 
and introspection.”

Providing art lovers — and 
the masses — one more chance 
to experience the exhibit and 
rub elbows with him, Reid will 

host a closing ceremony Oct. 
23 at the Clover Art Gallery. 
He hopes that more people will 
take a break from the hustle-
and-bustle and take a breather 
with his art as the excuse.

“A lot of times we miss the 
things that are right there and 
it’s important to raise the con-
sciousness for all those people 
who are kind of sleep walk-
ing, caught up in so much of 
just trying to make that dollar 
going to the job, we lose a sense 
of just coming up for air and 
breathing,” Reid said. 

the weekend. 
“The expo is accented by an 

avalanche of captivating ele-
ments such as fabulous shop-
ping and food tasting with some 
of today’s top chefs at the food 
pavilion and youth activities 
including lessons in the arts and 
dance at the children’s pavilion.”

Produced and hosted by radio 
stations WBLS-FM, HOT 97, 
WLIB – AM in association with 
owners Emmis Communica-
tions, each year, patron s are 
able to attend informative and 
empowering panel discussions 
led by authors, field experts, 
political figures and some of 
the biggest names in entertain-
ment. 

Intended to present a broad-
based, issue and entertainment-
oriented presentation under one 
roof, the COS is perhaps, the 
most alluring exposition that 
aims directly at the needs of 
women of color. 

For the very first time, patrons 
can take the subway directly to 
the venue by using the number 
seven train. The newly-opened 
station will make that long walk 
from the A-Train at 34th St. a 
thing of the past. 

Informed sources also tell me 
that for a limited time, ticket 
prices have been slashed a whop-

ping 50 percent to provide an 
affordable opportunity to dia-
logue with professionals and 
insiders in virtually every field. 

In order to capitalize on the 
bargain, potential patrons can 
use code 50COS.

Ladies!

Have a happy gathering. 
By the way, like the MMM 

everyone is invited to attend the 
gender-friendly assembly.

Continued from page 35 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Wildest Dreams
Taylor Swift

What Do You Mean?
Justin Bieber

Locked Away
R. City Feat. Adam Levine

The Hills
The Weeknd

Can’t Feel My Face
The Weeknd

Photograph
Ed Sheeran

Hotline Bling
Drake

Stitches
Major Lazer & DJ Snake ..

Renegades
X Ambassadors

Good For You
Selena Gomez Feat. A$AP Rocky

Unbreakable
Janet

What A Time To Be Alive
Drake & Future

Calling All Lovers
Tamar Braxton

Beauty Behind Madness
The Weeknd

Psychic Warfare
Clutch

Fetty Wap
Fetty Wap

1989
Taylor Swift

Stories 
Avicii

Kill The Flaw
Sevendust

Cold Beer Conversation
George Strait

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Jean Lodescar Jr. or Papa Jean as his YouTube fans know 
him is putting Haitian culture on the visual map.  Papa Jean

Art

Comedy

CONCERT Tamar Braxton per-
forms at the BET 
Awards at the Micro-
soft Theater on Sun-
day, June 28, 2015, in 
Los Angeles.  
 Associated Press / Invision 

/ Chris Pizzello

Artist Robert Reid masters 
the art of subtle beauty in 
his latest exhibit, “Red.” 
 Robert Reid
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family income was about 58 percent 
that of white households.

Last year, the unemployment rate 
was still 11.4 percent for Blacks — dou-
ble that of white unemployment at 5.3 
percent.

When it comes to poverty, 27 percent 
of Blacks still live at or below the pover-
ty level — which is almost three times 
the rate of whites at 10 percent. The 
Hispanic poverty rate is 24 percent.

Without a doubt, the biggest issue 
facing Black Americans currently is 
police violence. The succession of 
Blacks killed by police officers has risen 
to alarming rates. 

According to the Guardian web por-
tal in its recently released findings in a 
five-month analysis of police shootings 
revealed that:

“Black Americans are more than 
twice as likely to be unarmed when 
killed during encounters with police as 
white people” 

“32 percent of Black people killed by 
police in 2015 were unarmed, as were 
25 percent of Hispanics, compared with 
15 percent of white people killed.” 

“The figures illustrate how dispropor-
tionately Black Americans, who make 
up just 13 percent of the country’s total 
population according to census data, 
are killed by police.” 

Consistent with a 1995 broadcast 
commitment to a national viewing audi-
ence, C-Span again provided all-day, 
live television coverage of the event. 

Back in the last century when the ini-
tial gathering called the biggest gather-
ing of Black men ever in America, vir-
tually every network outlet beamed the 
proceedings which featured poet Maya 
Angelou, Isaac Hayes, Stevie Wonder, 
MC Hammer and other celebrities.

“It’s mind boggling,” comedian/activ-
ist Dick Gregory said at the time. 

“I’m just so glad my three sons are 
here to share this because it’s almost 

something you can’t describe. If you are 
not here, there is no English language, 
no nothing language that can tell you 
about this.”

As a reporter, I was privileged to 
spend some time with Speech, lead 
singer of the then red-hot pop group 
Arrested Development. The DC-based 
group at the time was highly regarded 
for voicing poetry and expressions of 
concern for the plight of Blacks in 
America.

Tasked to cover the event, I urged 
Phillip “Fattis” Burrell, a prominent 
music manager to stop-in to the gather-
ing with Luciano, a popular, Jamaican 
reggae artist he managed and was then 
here to launch his recording career. 

Together, they represented Jamai-
ca, Rastafarians and the reggae music 
genre.

Needless to say, this insider fielded 
the massive turnout for the unlikeliest 
crowds — Caribbean nationals, women 
and entertainment personalities.

It was an effortless cause, flags of 
many nations, T-shirts and other acces-
sories boasted a rainbow of Caribbean 
national and their numerous concerns. 

“I give credit to Louis Farrakhan. He 
did call this march, despite whatever 
the press wants to say...but it signals 
for Clarence Avant that it’s now time 
for Black Americans to learn how to 
count... when you learn how to count, 
you learn how much power you’ve got,” 
Clarence Avant, Chairman of Motown 
Records said.

Spotted among the throngs this time 
were celebrated rappers Common and 
Snoop Dogg. 

Reportedly, Professor Cornel West, 
Jeezy, J.Cole, Jay Electronica, Russell 
Simmons, Dave Chappelle and Sean 
“P-Diddy” Combs also attended.

In order to subsidize the massive 
undertaking actors Will and Jada 
Pinkett Smith helped the cause by 
donating a check for $150,000 to the 
MMM movement.

 Catch You On The Inside!
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shot down behind the Iron Curtain.
Crimson Peak (R for sexuality, graph-

ic violence and brief profanity) Gothic 
horror film, set in England in the 19th 
Century, about a troubled author (Mia 
Wasikowska) who, after a whirlwind 
romance, marries an aristocrat (Tom 
Hiddleston) and moves into a haunted 
house he shares with his sister (Jessica 
Chastain). Cast includes Charlie Hun-
nam, Jim Beaver and Doug Jones.

Goosebumps (PG for scary images, 
intense action and rude humor) Kiddie-
oriented horror fare adapted from the 
R.L. Stine children’s book series and 
revolving around a couple of teenagers 
(Dylan Minnette and Ryan Lee) who 
unwittingly unleash monsters which 
were the product of Stine’s (Jack Black) 
fertile imagination. With Amy Ryan, 
Halston Sage and Odeya Rush.

Room (R for profanity) Adaptation of 
the Emma Donoghue best seller of the 

same name about the harrowing ordeal 
of a young woman (Brie Larson) and 
the son (Jacob Tremblay) she bore while 
imprisoned as a sex slave in her kidnap-
per’s (Sean Bridgers) backyard shed. 
Support cast includes William H. Macy, 
Joan Allen and Amanda Brugel.

Continued from page 37 

INDIE FILMS

A scene from the movie “Wood-
lawn.”
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By Nelson A. King
The undisputed oldest and 

largest Vincentian cultural and 
educational group in the Unit-
ed States on Oct. 3 conducted 
what organizers say was a very 
successful biennial exposition 
at the Friends of Crown Heights 
Educational Center in Brook-
lyn.  

Executives from the Brook-
lyn-based Club St. Vincent, Inc. 
said the 2015 cultural exposi-
tion, held under the auspices of 
the St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Consulate General, was 
an “event for the entire family.”

“It was very, very good,” said 
the group’s president, Grafton 
“Breen” Greaves, in a Carib-
bean Life interview. “It’s good 
for the family, for the commu-
nity and for St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

“We get to show our tal-
ents and skills, so the younger 
generation can see what we’re 
doing – that they can follow 
in our footsteps,” he added. “I 
hope we can carry [continue] 
this thing a little longer and 

bigger, and that more Vincen-
tians can participate in our 
endeavors.”

Actually, besides Vincentians, 
other Caribbean nationals par-
ticipated in the showcase that 
featured, among other things, 
cultural performances; chil-
dren’s village; food court; fash-
ion show; local arts, crafts and 
agro products; a health corner; 

and a resource area.
Fourteen members of the 

Philadelphia-based St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Organiza-
tion of Pennsylvania (SVGOP) 
attended the event “to show 
support and to vend,” according 
to Yvonne O’Garro, the group’s 
public relations officer. 

The SVGOP crew, which 
included president Lorenzo 
DeCaul and ex-president Arlette 
Dopwell-James, said they were 
promoting their group as well. 

Members of SVGOP sold 
local delicacies, such as pelau, 
dukuna, and peanut (ground 
nut) and coconut sugar cake, 
among other things

DeCaul also displayed his 
“imaginative, acrylic painting,” 
dubbed “Beachscape of St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines.”

“I do it [paint] just to relieve 
stress,” he said. “I don’t really 
sell them [paintings, which also 
featured some called ‘Rainbow 
Mountain.’ I just display them.

“We just come here to sup-
port the culture,” DeCaul con-
tinued. “If you want the culture 

to develop, you have to do that. 
I’m enjoying myself.”

Nearby, Ynolde “Nollie” 
Walkin displayed a wide variety 
of locally-made products. 

They included: Pepper sauce, 
coconut oil, soap, seasoning, 
body scrub, bracelet, ash tray, 
coconut oil, farine and plantain 
chips.

Lana Harper, of Georgetown, 
Guyana attended the event for 
the second time, displaying her 
“self-made jewelry”, blended 
oils and soaps.

“I enjoy doing this because I 
get to display my work and get 
to mingle with people from the 

Caribbean,” she said. 
Calypso maestro, Alston 

“Becket” Cyrus, renowned as 
the “ABC of Calypso,” used the 
occasion to promote his new 
calypso album.

“It’s good,” he said, referring 
to the exposition. “I came [from 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines] 
just for this.

“I want people to get the 
new album [‘Remakes & New 
Takes’],” he added, flanked by 
former disc jockey Dennis Nan-
ton and Sandra Millington, ex-
Club St. Vincent, Inc. president. 
“The remake is better than the 
original.”

Oscar James performs on 
stage.

Milton Harry purchases a CD from Alston “Becket” Cyrus. 
 Nelson A. King

Vincentians display their 
culture at Brooklyn expo
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By John Coon
SANDY, Utah (AP) _ The United 

States is in danger of missing its sec-
ond straight men’s Olympic soccer 
tournament.

Alberth Elis scored in the 24th 
and 77th minutes, and Honduras 
beat the U.S. 2-0 Saturday to qualify 

for next year’s Rio de Janeiro Games.
To reach the Olympics for the 

first time since 2008, the Ameri-
cans must beat Canada on Tuesday 
in the third-place game of North 
and Central American and Caribbean 
qualifying, then defeat Colombia in 
the CONCACAF-South America one-

game playoff, to be held in Rio from 
March 21-29.

“We have to win,” Columbus mid-
fielder Wil Trapp said. “Plain and 
simple. That’s all it takes. There’s no 
other way. We can’t read into this 
result anymore. It’s over — disap-

US in danger of missing Olympic soccer

Continued on Page 44

By Azad Ali
West Indies cricket icon Sir Gar-

field Sobers will be honored during the 
upcoming Test Series between West 
Indies and Sri Lanka.

The two-match series will be played 
in Sri Lanka for the Sobers / Tissera tro-
phy as tribute to the former West Indies 
all-rounder and captain and Michael 
Tissera, the former Sri Lanka captain.

The announcement was made by Sri 
Lanka Cricket at the official pre-series 
launch last week in Colombo.

By Robert Elkin
Time is drawing near and it would 

not be long now before comes the 2015 
edition of the New York City or Five-
Borough Marathon. With a short time 
remaining before the start of the 26.2-
mile grind takes place with the start 
being in Staten island and finish in 
Central Park, the athletes are cutting 
down on their training.

Last week on a beautiful sunny Sun-

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

The overall female winner Jessie Pe-
tersen of Brooklyn fi nished in 34:12 
and eighth place overall.
 Restoration Plaza / Margot Jordan

Honduras forward Alberth Elis (17) and United States defender Dillon Serna (7) battle for the ball during 
the second half of a CONCACAF men’s Olympics semifi nal qualifying soccer match, Saturday, Oct. 10, 
2015, in Sandy, Utah.  Associated Press / Rick Bowmer

Bed-Stuy 
athletes point 
to marathon

Sir Garfield to 
be honored in 

Sri Lanka

HONDURAS HONDURAS 
DEFEATS USDEFEATS US
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pointing as it was. We got to move 
forward.”

Olympic qualifying is limited to 
under-23 teams, and the Americans 
were eliminated four years ago in the 
group stage. Senior national team 
coach Jurgen Klinsmann said failing 
to reach the London Olympics set back 
the careers of players in that age group, 
which included Brek Shea, Mix Disker-
ud and Bill Hamid.

Now another age group could miss 
out on the Olympics. Among the Ameri-
can starters were New York Red Bulls 
defender Matt Miazga, Tottenham 
under-21 defender Cameron Carter-
Vickers, Fulham midfielder Emerson 

Hyndman, Real Salt Lake midfielder 
Luis Gil and Stanford forward Jordan 
Morris, who already has scored for the 
U.S. senior national team.

“We were not able to deal with the 
situation today,” U.S. coach Andi Her-
zog said. “It’s sad, but it’s the truth.”

Herzog cannot be on the bench for 
Tuesday’s game after receiving a red 
card in the 81st minute from referee 
Jafeth Perea of Panama, who also gave 
a red to Honduras coach Carlos Tabora.

Elis put the Hondurans ahead when 
he chested a pass from Kevin Alvarez 
and lobbed the ball over two defenders 
and inside a post of goalkeeper Ethan 
Horvath.

The U.S. had just two shots on goal 
in each half. The best chance was in 

the 63rd, minute, when goalkeeper 
Luis Lopez made a diving one-handed 
deflection on Carter-Vickers’ header off 
a corner kick.

Elis doubled the lead when he flicked 
the ball inside the far post following 
Kevin Lopez’s cross.

“We had our plan, but we weren’t able 
to do it in the right way,” Herzog said. 
“That’s the most disappointing thing.”

As the Americans pressed for a 
goal, Trapp, Fatai Alashe and Jerome 
Kiesewetter were given yellow cards 
from the 75th minute on.

“It’s an emotional game with a lot on 
the line,” Trapp said. “They managed 
the game pretty well. Can’t fault them 
for that.”

The two teams will play Test matches 
at the Galle International Stadium (Oct. 
14-18) in the coastal town of Galle; and 
the P Sara Oval (Oct. 22-26) in the capi-
tal, Colombo.

 Sir Gary, 79, is rated as the greatest 
all-rounder of all time.

The left-handed Barbadian played 93 

Test matches for West Indies between 
1954 and 1974. He scored 8,032 runs 
with 26 centuries and took 235 wickets. 
He also held 209 catches.

Tissera, 75, is a highly respected 
former Sri Lanka captain and team 
manager. He represented the country in 
the pre-Test era and played in the first 
Cricket World Cup in 1975.

day morning  some of these athletes  
competed in a 10K race called the 
Bedford Stuyvesant-Restoration Cor-
poration  one as part as part of their 
training schedule  for the city mara-
thon to be held on Sunday morning 
Nov. 1. 

Even those athletes not competing 
in the City grind tested the course 
of the annual 34th annual October 
event to stay in shape or to run just 
for the fun of it. One runner who falls 
into the latter category is Anthony 
Watson, coach of the Prospect Park 
Track Club. Watson had competed in 
the New York City Marathon and its 
international field.

Originally from Jamaica, West 
Indies, Watson is 57 years of age and 
is well known for his running and 
coaching in a race no matter of its 
distance. For instance, last Sunday 
Watson turned in a time of 42 min-
utes and 17 seconds for a 10K which 
course ran through Bedford Stuyve-
sant and its streets of Brooklyn.

His personal best time for this 
race was 32 minutes some 20 years 
ago. Watson, who is skipping the New 
York City Marathon this November, 
will be concentrating on his job as 
coach of the adults in the Prospect 
Park Track Club. 

“Running for the Prospect Park 
Track Club has been great,” said 
Watson. “I’ve been coaching this 
club for 13½ years. We put on many 
events throughout the years,” added 
Watson.

Watson’s assistant coach is Charlene 
Kohler-Britton. The duo is still hang-
ing in there as coaches. Some 200 
members belonging to this Prospect 
Park Track Club expect to be compet-
ing in the New York City Marathon. 

The overall winner of the Bed-Stuy 
race was Mourad Marofit who is origi-
nally from Africa and now makes his 
home in Roxborough, New York. The 
winner turned in a 4.42 mile pace on 
way to a time of 

A short distance back  and second 
place finisher was Menlistu Nebsi of 
Manhattan, who, in his debut in this 
race, clocked in at 29:36. Birhanu 
Dare finishing third, who just was 
nosed out by the second place finish-
er. Dare was recorded in 29:41.

Abe Shine and Mark Hess finished 
with times of 29:59 and 31:51, respec-
tively, for fourth and fifth standings 
in a close field and in an exciting race. 
Outside of the Africans there were no 
super stars in the huge field.

Awards went to the first three 
overall place finishers for both sexes 
and the initial trio of finishers in 
their respective age groups.

The overall female winner was Jes-
sie Petersen of Brooklyn. She finished 
in 34:12 and eighth place overall, 
two places ahead of Hirut Guangul, 
who clocked in 34:30. Mariela Quin-
tana’s 38:16 earned her 19th spot. 
She rounded out the top three female 
finishers.

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

West Indies’ cricket legend Sir 
Garfi eld Sobers speaks during the 
opening ceremony of the ICC Crick-
et World Cup at Trelawny Stadium, 
Jamaica, Sunday, March 11, 2007. 
 Associated Press/ Andres Leighton, File

United States defender Dillon Serna (9) and Honduras defender Jhonatan Paz (2) battle for the ball during the 
second half of a CONCACAF men’s Olympic semifi nal qualifying soccer match Saturday, Oct. 10, 2015, in Sandy, 
Utah. Honduras won 2-0.  Associated Press / Rick Bowmer

HONDURAS CELEBRATES VICTORY

Greatsest all round cricketer 
Sir Garfield to be honored 

Marathon
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pymt+$0 sec dep. +$595 bank fee =
$3739 due at signing + tax, tags &
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pymt+ 1st mo. pymt+$0 sec dep. +$0 bank fee =

$389 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees. Ttl
pymts/Residual: $15,171/$20,567. Includes $2500
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2013 Hyundai
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Maxima

$17,400
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2014 Jeep 
Patriot Sport 4WD
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2014 Chrysler
300

$19,900
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2015 Dodge
Charger SE

$21,900
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2014 Jeep
Wrangler Sport 
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2015 Chrysler
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2009 Toyota
Camry

$12,800
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2014 Nissan
Altima

$13,990
Stk #P01614, 4 cyl, auto, full equipped, 38k mi. 
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Grand Cherokee 
$27,800
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West Indies Test and One-
day Captain Jason Holder 
has pleaded with the West 
Indies Cricket Board to hurry 
and cease the ongoing con-
flict between suspended Head 
Coach Phil Simmons and West 
Indies Cricket Board (WICB). 
Holder will have to work with 
players he has been given and 
implement the plan they had 
strategized during the camp in 
Barbados before the squad left 
for Sri Lanka. 

The West Indies squad in Sri 
Lanka is mixed with a few expe-
rienced players such as Marlon 
Samuels, Kemar Roach, Jer-
ome Taylor, Darren Bravo and 
Denesh Ramdin. Several inex-
perienced players are on the 
tour and they have to learn 
quickly about the competitive-
ness about Test cricket and how 
to grow.

BRAVO, SAMUELS 
AND RAMDIN ARE 
KEY TO WINDIES 
WINNING

Bravo, Samuels and Ram-
din must play pivotal roles if 
the West Indies team wants to 
defeat Sri Lanka. Bravo has not 
scored many runs for the West 

Indies in a long time and hav-
ing gone to Sri Lanka before, 
he should use that advantage 
to stay on top of the game. 

Sri Lanka has a very young 
team but on paper the West 
Indies team has more experi-
ence and they should execute 
their skills fully. Ramdin and 
Samuels are the seasoned play-
ers who should be looking for 
long innings in the Tests. Both 
of these players are excellent at 
batting spin, Samuels in par-
ticular, so this should be some 
guidance to the younger play-
ers.

SHANNON GABRIELS’ 
QUICKNESS CAN BE A 
FACTOR

Trinidad and Tobago’s Shan-
non Gabriel bowls very fast and 
most of the time maintains 
between a speed of 135 to 140 
mph. His bowling has great 
bounce but Sri Lankan wickets 
are not that bouncy as those 

in Australia and South Africa 
so he will have to create some 
swing and get the deliveries in 
the correct places. He cannot 
only depend on speed to take 
wickets. The pace combination 
of Taylor, Roach and Gabriel 
can create early problems for 
Sri Lanka’s front line batsmen.

TEST CRICKET IS 
ABOUT TAKING 
WICKETS

How well Captain Holder 
rotates his bowlers will be criti-
cal in keeping pressure on the 
Sri Lankan batsmen. Sri Lanka 
will be having a very strong 
middle order batting side and 
these batsmen are well aware of 
how their wickets play because 
they are at home. Holder will 
have to get his bowlers in the 
correct rhythm and fresh by 
avoiding them being over 
worked in order to capture the 
20 wickets needed to win a Test 
match. 

Spinner Devendra Bishoo 
must be used for short spells as 
he is not good at bowling the 
longer ones. Field setting and 
holding the catches are also 
important. The West Indies 

fielding was not at its best dur-
ing their last two series against 
England and Australia. This 
will be a tough tour for Captain 
Holder in regards to his deci-
sion making.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

Sri Lanka’s captain Angelo Mathews, right, and West Indies’ 
captain Jason Holder shake hands after a media briefi ng 
ahead of their cricket series in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, 
Oct. 6, 2015. The fi rst Test cricket match between them be-
gan on Oct. 14.  Associated Press / Eranga Jayawardena

Jason Holder stuck in ongoing crisis

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
We Buy ANY Car.

ANY MAKE, ANY MODEL.
No Purchase Necessary

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-855-879-6477 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: 
Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. (1) $500 Nissan Bonus Cash incl. Subject to credit approval. (2) TTL/Resid: ‘15 Altima: $4641/$14,235. Due at sign= Down pymt + 1st mo pymt + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Lease 
based on 10k mi/yr, 15¢/mi thereafter. (3) For qual buyers, financing is sub. to NMAC Tier 1 through Tier 3 credit approval. $13.89 per month per $1,000 financed at 0.0% for 72 months, on sel. models in dealer stock. See dealer for details. (4) See dealer for details. (5) On 
select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illust purposes only. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. Offers may not be combined. Exp 3 days after pub. DMV#7076824 NYC DCA Lic. #698282

   No matter where you shop...
Before you make your decision, 
make us your last phone call.

1-855-TRY-NISSAN

NV Commercial VehiclesSpecials2015 Nissan Altima Experience
BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Certified Pre-Owned

STEVE ANDREI DWAYNE

Call 1-888-763-6878 ask for Steve, Andrei or Dwayne

PRE-OWNED

PRE-OWNED

Honda
Odyssey

Toyota
Sienna

Chevrolet
Suburban

Toyota
Camry

Toyota
Highlander

Nissan
NV 200

Nissan
NV Low 
Roof

Nissan
NV High 
Roof

Nissan
NV 
Passenger  $119

per mo.
39 mos. lease 

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l, 
MSRP: $23,520. Model#13015, 

STK#800546, 800548, 
Includes $500 Nissan 

Bonus Cash

TWO OR MORE 
AT THIS PRICE

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

plus
more
brands

ALL MAKES 
ALL MODELS 
STARTING AT

$6995

0
APR

AVAILABLE

%
(3)

ONLY
$595

DOWN
PAYMENT

(3)

LOWER YOUR RATE
LOWER YOUR PAYMENT
ON ANY EXISTING LOAN!

Certifi ed Extended
Warranties up to

8yr/120k(4)

2015 Nissan Rogue
Model#29015, Stk#U24252, 4cyl, auto, a/c,
p/s/b/l, backup cam, 12,850 mi, MSRP: $23,685
BUY FOR 

$16,995

2015 Nissan Altima
Model#13215, Stk#185658, 4cyl, auto, 

a/c, p/s/b/l, 21K mi, MSRP: $23,520
BUY FOR 

$14,995

SAVE 35% OFF MSRP(5)

Similar Savings on Rogue and Sentra. See dealer for details.

(1)

(2)
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Westbury Toyota

Price includes all costs to consumer except, down pymt, tags, tax, title, dmv fees & $75 doc fee, bank fee, dealer fee + 1st mo pymt. (1) Lease based on 10k mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi, Lessee resp for excess wear/
tear/maint for qualifi ed buyers. Due at signing: Down pymt + $0 sec dep (waived by TFS) + 1st mo. pymt. Ttl pymts/Resid: ‘16 Camry: ($0 down) $6,444/$17,974; ’15 Prius: ($1500 down) $4,536/$17,456; 
’16 Corolla: ($1389 down) $2,352/$14,399; and ’15 RAV4: ($1500 down) $4,536/$19,377. College grad/military rebates not incl. (2) Price incl: $1000 (Corolla); $1000(Camry); $750(RAV); $1750(Prius) 
Lease Bonus cash through Toyota Financial Services. (4) Monthly pymt for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 mos = $17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = 
$21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualifi ed buyers. Not resp for typo errors. Photos for illus purp only. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Offers expire 3 days after pub.  DMV#7113040

WestburyToyota.comSales:
Service:

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty
 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty
 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
for 60 Months on Select 

Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

(4)

Stk#N60230, Mod#1852, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks. MSRP $19,725.
$1389 Down.

$98
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
COROLLA

LE

Stk#N60263, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $24,965.
$0 Down.

$159
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
CAMRY SE

$0 DOWN

Stk#N50799, Mod#1225, 4cyl, auto, alloys, 
Fog Lights, a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $27,275.
$1,500 Down.

$189
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2015 TOYOTA
PRIUS 
THREE

Stk#N53301, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, 
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks, 

MSRP $26,545.
$1,500 Down.

$189
per mo 24 mos lease

NEW 2015 TOYOTA
RAV4 LE 

AWD

(1) (1)(1) 
(2)

(1) 
(2)


