
www.caribbeanlifenews.com April 17-23, 2015

FREE

QUEENS/BRONX/MANHATTAN EDITION

Jamaica seeks economic 
opportunities, benefits

By Tequila Minsky
It’ll take nine days at 18-25 

miles each day for #march2jus-
tice activists to arrive by foot in 
Washington DC. 

Organized by the Jus-
tice League NYC, the historic 

march’s intent is to show solidar-
ity with communities impacted 
by police brutality and those 
incarcerated and to deliver a 
Justice Package to Congress.

The itinerary brings the 
marchers through New Jer-

sey, first New Brunswick, then 
Trenton to Philadelphia. Church 
groups house the demonstra-
tors at night and there are sev-
eral rallies along the way, the 
first in Newark. 

Continued on Page 5

By Bert Wilkinson
Jamaican police and enforce-

ment officials are not likely 
to arrest and try to convict or 
jail anyone for having a mere 
two ounces of marijuana in 
their possession because a new 
ground breaking law passed by 
both houses of the island’s par-
liament recently makes such 
possession legal as of Wednes-
day, April 15.

The Dangerous Drugs 
Amendment Act 2015 was 

advertized in the official 
gazette this week and named 
April 15 as the date when the 
law comes into effect.

By doing so, Jamaica, a 
key member of the 15-nation 
Caribbean Community, has 
now advertently or inadvert-
ently put enormous pressure 
on other neighboring member 
states to begin seriously con-
sidering whether they would 
follow suit as the tide against 

Continued on Page 5

A protestor carries a placard at the rally at the foot of the Goethals Bridge prior to the 
beginning of the march to Washington DC. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Carrying the baton for justice
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 If you’re a patient at Lutheran, you already know the value of having a team who understands you. 
However, you’ll be happy to hear that Lutheran is now affi liated with NYU Langone, one of the premier academic 
medical centers in the country. At what is now NYU Lutheran, you’ll keep the high-quality personal care you’ve 
become accustomed to, and gain access to the specialty and surgical care that NYU Langone is known for. 
Visit us at lutheranhealthcare.org.

ANNOUNCING NYU LUTHERAN. AN AFFILIATION BETWEEN
NYU LANGONE AND LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER.
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By Tequila Minsky
New York State Assembly women 

colleagues with women from New York 
City Council rallied at City Hall on 
Equal Pay Day, April 14, to remind the 
public of the income gap between men 
and women and the importance of 
wage equality. 

Assemblywoman Michele R. Titus 
(Queens-District 31) has introduced 
the New York Equal Pay Bill (A6075/
S1) that will coming up for a vote in 
Albany at the end of April. (In January, 
the Senate passed a separate similar 
bill). If approved, it will go to Governor 
Cuomo to be signed into law. 

Council Member Elizabeth Crowley 
(Queens) is introducing a similar bill in 
City Council. 

With them stood an assemblage of 
advocates working together to acceler-
ate economic equality for New York’s 
women. They all wore red to signify 
that “women were still in the red.” 

During the program some speak-
ers beseechingly asked the gathering 
of electeds, community leaders and 
groups,  “What do we want?” They 
all vigorously responded, “Equal pay!” 
Asked again, “When do we want it?” In 
unison they responded,  “Now!” 

Recognizing that while there has 
been some progress in pay equity over 
the decades, there is still a long way 
to go. President Kennedy signed an 
Equal Pay Act in 1963 when women 
earned 59 cents to a man’s dollar; in 
2015, women earn 78 cents to a man’s 
dollar.

Commenting, Martha Kam-
ber, director of the YWCA in Brook-
lyn and recent recipient of a Shirley 
Chisholm Award, is adamant,  “In 
2015, it’s shameful. That drops to 66 
cents for African American women and 

By Vinette K. Pryce
It is unlikely there will be a parade, 

dancing in the streets or even a ceremo-
nial proclamation presentation to mark 
the 11th annual weeklong celebration 
of Immigrant Heritage Week but from 
April 17 to April 24 New York City will 
record another milestone anniversary 
of the historic period the most immi-
grants crossed Ellis Island. 

Established in 2004, the period “cel-
ebrates the histories and contributions 
of New York City’s diverse immigrant 
communities.”

As a matter of fact, according to 
the official NYC web portal “Every 
year, NYC celebrates Immigrant Herit-
age Week (IHW’15) and “this year, the 
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs will 
use IHW’15 as a platform to celebrate, 
promote and bring awareness to this 

historic moment in our country’s his-
tory.”

 “This year also marks the 50th 
anniversary of the 1965 Hart-Cellar Act 
which eliminated race-based quotas in 
the country’s immigration laws and 
is widely viewed as a victory for civil 
rights. The law was perceived as an 
extension of civil and human rights val-
ues beyond the country’s borders. This 
legislation has also heavily contributed 
to the vibrant diversity that we see in 
NYC and the United States today.” 

The city’s focus will be delivered 
through a series of coordinated events 
that will include a series of panel dis-
cussions focusing on the outcomes of 
the legislation, and the current move-
ment to advance another wave of pro-
gressive immigration reform. 

The site further informs that “the 

recognition of this historic legislation, 
and properly couching immigration 
reform as a Civil Rights issue is aligned 
with Mayor Bill de Blasio’s goal of mak-
ing NYC inclusive of all New Yorkers 
and highlights the city’s standing as a 
national leader in this work.” 

Caribbean nationals will offer a per-
spective on the diversity and com-
plexities of being Caribbean by tack-
ling the topic “When does one become 
‘American?’’during a literary presenta-
tion beginning  3:30 p.m. at Medgar 
Evers College, 1650 Bedford Ave. in 
Brooklyn.

 “Generation Here! — Native Born 
Immigrants” kicks off a discussion on 
April 19 with readings and conversation 
by four writers of Caribbean descent. 
Together they will “tackle some of 

By Nelson A. King
Participants at a major reparations 

summit in New York have agreed to 
consolidate the growing African global 
reparations movement and to call on all 
civil society organizations and govern-
ments in countries around the world with 
Afro-descendant populations to estab-
lish national reparations commissions or 
committees. 

According to a communiqué issued 
on Monday night, after the three-day 
summit ended on Sunday, participants 
also agreed unanimously to engage in 
vigorous outreach efforts to educate 
and organize the youth, including those 
active in the #Black Live Matter Move-
ment in the United States. 

In the spirit of the “Durban Declara-
tion” of 2001, which declared the Atlan-
tic Slave Trade and chattel slavery as 
historical crimes against humanity, The 
National/International Reparations Sum-
mit, convened by the Institute of the 
Black World 21st Century (IBW), brought 
together hundreds of participants from 
some 20 countries in the Caribbean, 
Europe, Central, and South America, as 
well as from Canada and the U.S., to meet 
for three days in New York City, from 
April 9-11.

IBW, a leading research, policy and 
advocacy group with offices in New York 
and Baltimore, said summit participants 
held discussions and “engaged dialogues 
on the imperative of reparations for peo-
ple of African descent around the world 
and also for the indigenous peoples of the 
Americas who suffered genocide at the 
hands of European slave-holding pow-
ers.”

These Pan-Africanists and repara-
tions activists viewed the National/
International Summit as “beginning 
the final stage in the long historical 
process of seeking justice, repair, res-
titution and recompense for the mon-

strous crimes of African enslavement 
and native genocide,” IBW said. 

The communiqué said The CARI-
COM (Caribbean Community) Repara-
tions Commission (CRC) committed to 

Council member Darlene Mealy, 
co-chair of Women’s Caucus says, 
“We all know that women are fan-
tastic leaders and amazing work-
ers.  It’s high time our salaries 
caught up.” Photo by Tequila Minsky

Douglas Slater - CARICOM Assistant Secretary General. 
 Photo courtesy Mission of SVG to UN

Moves to bolster global
reparations movements

Spotlight on Immigrant Heritage Week

Equal Pay 
Day at City 

Hall
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Antigua
Property developers in the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) are offering poten-
tial new home owners passports for 
Antigua and Barbuda, opening up fresh 
avenues for visa-free travel to a wide 
array of countries for Emirati citizens, 
according to reports in the tiny Carib-
bean island.

Al Jazeera, the television conglomer-
ate, with offices in the Middle East and 
the United States, has 
reported that Sweet 
Home- a company 
based in the emirate 
Ajman – has “incen-
tivized its property 
by including Antiguan and Barbudan 
passport with certain luxury home pur-
chases.”

“A two-bedroom villa costing 
US$380,000 and a four-bedroom home 
priced at US$517,000 come with pass-
ports for the purchaser, his or her part-
ner, dependent children and parents 
over 65.

“The incentive of having an Antiguan 
and Barbudan passport Emiratis is that 
it allows visa-free or visa-on-arrival 
travel to 132 countries, compared with 
77 countries for UAE passport,” the 
report added.

The offer applies to 600 of 1,500 units 
in the Ajman Uptown development, 
which Sweet Homes hopes will be com-
pleted by 2020.

The government of Antigua and 
Barbuda launched a “Citizenship-by-
Investment” program in 2013 “in an 
attempt to boost an economy that 
received 63 percent of the US$1.2 bil-
lion gross domestic product from the 
tourism industry in 2013.”

“The initiative offers anyone the 
opportunity of becoming a citizen 
for a donation of US$200,000 to the 
country’s National Development Fund 
(NDF),” it said.

Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minis-
ter Gaston Browne told Al Jazeera, the 
Emirati company keeps l0 percent of 
the donation in exchange for recom-
mending “wealthy citizens of the high-
est standard of integrity.”

Bahamas
A retired Canadian doctor was found 

stabbed to death in his home in Clarence 
Town, Bahamas recently.

Geoffrey Harding, 88, from British 
Colombia, Canada, retired a few years 
ago and was building his vacation home 
in Clarence Town, 
Long Island.

Jamie Pruckl, said 
his grandfather was a 
kind and humorous 
man he knew.

Police have arrested a 43-year-old 
man in connection with the murder. 
Investigators said the suspect was also 

wanted in connection with another 
house breaking on the island.

Two other men, both 21 years old, 
recently released on bail, were mur-
dered in New Providence in separate 
incidents over the Easter holiday week-
end, police said.

So far police had recorded 38 mur-
ders for 2015.

Barbados
The Barbados-based Caribbean Dis-

aster Emergency Management Agen-
cy (CDEMA) moved 
into a US$4 million 
headquarters recently 
despite a warning from 
the host country that 
the regional institu-
tion is “bleeding” and has difficulties in 
paying its day-to-day bills.

Barbados Attorney General Adriel 
Brathwaite, speaking at the ceremony 
to mark the occasion, called on the 
18-member states to lend their support 
to the agency. He gave no details of the 
amount outstanding.

Braithwaite called on the regional 
partners who had not yet paid their 
annual subscriptions for 2015 to the 
CDEMA to do so, because there was 
still work to be done to furnish and 
outfit the building, which was con-
structed with funds from the United 
States Southern Command.

United States Ambassador the Barba-
dos and the Eastern Caribbean, Larry 

Palmer, said the handover was the 
result of many years of hard work and 
close coordination between numerous 
groups and agencies, including the Bar-
bados government, which provided the 
land and the United States Southern 
Command, which funded the project.

Dominica
Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit has 

invited Chinese investors to apply for 
the Dominica Economic Citizenship by 
Investment Program.

During a recent visit to China, Sker-
rit told officials that he hoped the 
program, established in 1993, would 
attract investors.

He said interested people could immi-
grate to Dominica by either submitting 
an application directly to the govern-
ment or by obtain-
ing citizenship with a 
minimum investment 
of US$200,000.

According to a 
report in China Busi-
ness News, Skerrit said the applicants 
would not be taxed on their property, 
and there were no regulations on capital 
gains and no language requirements.

When asked whether he was con-
cerned about corrupt Chinese offi-
cials or businessmen illegally transfer-
ring their property to Dominica, he 
said applications for citizenship will 
be approved only after comprehensive 
investigation and that the program 

was not established for criminals from 
China or the United States.

The prime minister also stated that 
foreign investment would create more 
job opportunities for the domestic pop-
ulation, boost the development of the 
tourism industry, and facilitate infra-
structure construction and energy pro-
grams.

Guyana
The two main chal-

lengers for the post 
of president of Guy-
ana recently offered a 
host of promises to the 
electorate as the CARICOM country 
gears to elect a new head of state and 
government on May 11.

Incumbent President Donald Ramo-
tar, seeking to extend the 22-year reign 
of the People’s Progressive Party/Civic 
(PPP/C), told supporters the country 
had prospered tremendously under a 
PPP/C administration and urged them 
to return the party to government.

“We have come a far way in Guyana. 
We have become the envy of many. The 
PP has stood with the Guyanese people 
for 65 years. I appeal to you to stand 
with me,” Ramotar told jubilant sup-
porters in Kitty, a few miles from the 
capital, Georgetown.

But the coalition alliance of A Part-
nership for National Unity (APNU) used 
its rally in Corentyne to unveil sev-

Continued on Page 15
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President Barack Obama smiles as he reacts to comments made by Jamaican Prime Minister Portia Simpson-
Miller, right, during their bilateral meeting at the Jamaica House, Thursday, April 9, 2015, in Kingston, Jamaica. 
See story on page 8. Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais

Obama visits Jamaica
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Before marchers took off on Monday, 
March 13, a rally generated a lot of excite-
ment at the foot of Staten Island’s Goe-
thals Bridge, from where they would head 
to New Jersey. 

President of 1199 George Gresham 
paid tribute to the three women Carmen 
Perez, Linda Sarsour and Tamika Mal-
lory, the current generation of civil rights 
activists organizing the march. Harry 
Belafonte founded the Justice League 
NYC.

Harlem resident Seson Adams, who 
has worked with Amnesty International 
and also John Liu, is expected to walk 
the whole route which passes through 
five states. “I have a 17-year-old daughter. 
With all that we see, I have to answer, 
‘What did you do to help people help 
themselves?’” said Adams.

1199SEIU President George Gresham 
said he would join intermittedly with 
the marchers. At the rally he embraced 
the “role of the elder” acknowledging 
that the committed “not easy walk” was 
organized by many in their 20s and 30s. 
“It was their vision to “not sit by and not 
have a future.” The march highlights cer-
tain issues from economic inequality, the 
pipeline to the prison system, and police 
killings of unarmed black men. 

Many elected officials — Council Mem-
bers Jumaane Williams (Bk), Andy King 
(BX), and Debi Rose (SI) spoke eloquently 
about the timeliness and importance of 
this march. 

Member of Assembly Jamaican-her-
itage Michael Blake (BX) said, “When 
there’s injustice you have to speak out. 
People can’t continue to die.  In the S. 
Bronx there are too many caskets. We 
marched in the 60s, we’ll march in 2015 
until justice happens.” He was planning 
to march the route on the first day. 

A permit issued allowed for only 50 
marchers to walk across the Goethals 
Bridge. (Other supporters joined them 
on the other side.) This created quite a 
hoopla for a slew of local Staten Island 
electeds who opposed the bridge closing. 
When Council Member Williams spoke he 
drew attention to the insensitivity of his 
colleagues with their obstructionism.

The march travels to Oxford, PA, then 
Bel Aire, MD.  By Saturday they will be 
in Baltimore. Executive 1199SEIU VP 
Estela Vazquez will join marchers there 
at the rally with 1199SEIU at the National 
Urban League at 7:00 p.m. 

jailing people for use and possession of 
small amounts of weed is rising across 
the region.

The legalization of the narcotic in 
Jamaica comes as Caribbean group 
leaders prepare to meet in Barbados 
at their main annual summit in early 
July to discuss that and a plethora of 
other agenda issues including suing 
Britain and other white colonial pow-
ers for enslaving Black Africans in the 
region.

Some of the more progressive heads 
of government such as Ralph Gon-
salves of St. Vincent, Portia Simpson-
Miller of Jamaica and Kamla Persad-
Bissessar of Trinidad had tabled the 
issue at previous summits, asking for 
a preliminary study and later for a full 
take on the issue with a view to chang-
ing the traditional attitudes and  posi-
tively amending legislation.

By itself, Jamaica wants to take 
advantage of the fact that many of the 
millions of northerners who visit the 
island as tourists each year as well as 
locals would have no problem indulg-
ing legally in addition to the fact that 
the island can make millions from the 
medical marijuana industry as being 
done in the nearby U.S.

Still, the official announcement 
about the gazaetting of the so-called 
“Ganja Law” speaks about “a number 
of positive implications for the island 

of three million and a similar number 
of tourists who come by cruise ships or 
by air annually.

First it argues that the new legisla-
tion will “strengthen respect for the 
rule of law and would “build a more 
just society by eliminating a common 
cause of corrosive antagonism between 
the police and young men, particularly 
in less affluent communities.”

If that is not enough, it talks as 
well about the fact that there will be 
fewer or no prosecutions for people 
with minimal amounts of weed being 
hauled before the courts, “reducing 
the heavy burden of cases on the resi-
dent magistrates’ courts.”

But if legendary Reggae interna-
tional superstars such as Bob Marley, 
Peter Tosh and Gregory Isaacs were 
alive today, their decades of lobbying 
for legalization would have been palpa-
bly vindicated by the act of parliament 
as the announcements lists as positive 
that society now “acknowledges the 
constitutional rights of the Rastafari 
community who use ganja as a sacra-
ment.”

But determined not to be upstaged 
by individual American states, govern-
ment said that the whole scenario now 
sets the stage for the “emergence of 
a lawful, regulated legitimate medici-
nal and industrial marijuana industry 
that may have significant economic 
opportunities and benefits.

March to justice
Continued from cover

Landmark legislation
Continued from cover

Members of 1199 was out in full force 
at the rally in Staten Island, before 
the march began. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Nelson A. King 
On his short visit to the Car-

ibbean last Thursday, United 
States President Barack Obama 
launched the Young Leaders of 
the Americas Initiative (YLAI), 
aimed at expanding opportuni-
ties for emerging entrepreneurs 
and civil society activists.  

Building on the success of 
the President’s young leader ini-
tiatives in sub-Saharan Africa 
and Southeast Asia, the White 
House said YLAI –launched 
at a town-hall meeting at the 
Mona Campus (Jamaica) of the 
University of the West Indies – 
will “incubate and accelerate” 
the work of young business and 
civil society leaders from Latin 
America, the Caribbean, and 
the United States.  

It said YLAI will provide 250 
fellowships each year to enable 
participants from the United 
States and the region to devel-
op joint business and civil soci-
ety initiatives.  

The preponderance of the 
fellowships will take place at 
universities, incubators, and 
non-governmental organiza-
tions across the United States, 
while follow-on exchanges will 
send Americans to Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean to con-

tinue the collaboration.  
YLAI fellows will receive 

ongoing support through 
a continuum of networking, 
mentorship, and investment 
opportunities, said the White 
House, noting that 58 per-
cent of the population in Latin 
America and the Caribbean is 
under 35.

Despite important economic 

gains over the last decade, the 
U.S. said significant challeng-
es – including limited access 
to jobs, capital and advanced 
educational opportunities, and 
the availability of illicit employ-
ment opportunities – hold 
many youth back from reach-
ing their full potential.  

“YLAI will help address 
the opportunity gap for 

youth, especially women, by 
empowering entrepreneurs 
and civil society leaders with 
the training, tools, networks, 
and resources they need to 
transform their societies and 
contribute more fully to eco-
nomic development and pros-
perity, security, human rights, 
and good governance in the 
hemisphere,” the White House 

said.  
It said building linkages 

between young leaders across 
the hemisphere is a central 
objective of the initiative.  

Through its fellowships, the 
White House said YLAI aims 
to foster over 50 formal busi-
ness and civil society part-
nerships each year between 
emerging entrepreneurial and 
civil society entities in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
with their counterparts in the 
United States.  

As part of the President’s 
Spark Global Entrepreneurship 
initiative, YLAI will contribute 
to the United States’ global 
goal of generating US$1 billion 
for emerging business and 
social entrepreneurs by the 
end of 2017, by helping fellows 
attract new support, invest-
ments, and in-kind resources 
for their business or organiza-
tion each year, according to 
the Obama administration. 

“For startup businesses, 
social enterprises, and civil 
society organizations, this 
infusion of funding, resources, 
and support will play a critical 
role in enabling their develop-
ment, expansion, and sustain-
ability,” it said. 

US programs to support Caribbean youth
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 Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais
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opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, 
as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. 
This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards 
or applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $50 or more, exclusive of 
tax and delivery fees.

$2O OFF
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By Jim Kuhnhenn
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) _ As he 

wades into a region suffering economic 
and political stresses, President Barack 
Obama sought Thursday to reassert 
U.S. influence in the Caribbean and the 
Americas with pledges of energy assist-
ance and diplomatic fence mending, a 
mix of modest steps and high ambition 
for the U.S.’s southern neighbors.

Obama huddled with Jamaican 
Prime Minister Portia Simpson Miller 
and then separately with leaders of 
the Caribbean Community, including 
Simpson Miller, as he opened a three-
day trip that will conclude with his 
attendance at the Summit of the Amer-
icas in Panama City.

Obama’s travels come after a year 
spent devoting increased attention to 
the region by signing executive orders 
on immigration, seeking to slow the 
influx of Central American minors to 
the U.S. border, tussling with Ven-
ezuela over human rights and initiat-
ing a historic diplomatic opening with 
Cuba.

But Obama’s efforts are limited, with 
his most ambitious one facing poten-
tial obstacles from the Republican-con-
trolled Congress and his most recent 

immigration initiative stalled by court 
order. A $1 billion spending initiative 
aimed at Honduras, Guatemala and El 
Salvador’s economic and crime trou-
bles, for instance, requires congres-
sional approval.

Still, punishing electricity costs that 
are as much as five times more expen-
sive than prices on the U.S. mainland 
and a lack of energy security have long 
been major concerns in the scattered 

islands of the Caribbean. The sun-
splashed, wind-swept region derives 
nearly all of its electricity from plants 
that burn imported oil and diesel.

Obama on Thursday announced a 
$20 million effort to help jump start 
private and public sector investment in 
clean energy projects in the Caribbean 
and Central America.

“If we can lower those costs through 

By Azad Ali
The Bahamas should establish a 

code of ethics for all parliamentar-
ians and sanction mechanisms for 
violations, according to the report 
of the Committee of Experts in the 
Fourth Round of the Mechanism for 
follow-up on implementation of the 
Inter-American Convention against 
Corruption (MESICIC).

The Committee of Experts issued 
the report at its 25th meeting from 
March 16 to 20 in Washington, DC.

The 107-page report is a com-
prehensive review of The Bahamas’ 
implementation of recommendations 
made in 2005 that seek to establish 
“oversight bodies, with a view to 
implementing modern mechanisms 
for preventing, detecting, punishing 
and eradicating corrupt acts.”

The Bahamas is among 28 coun-
tries reviewed.

Provisions of proper conduct for 
ministers and parliamentary secre-
taries are outlined in the “Manual of 
Cabinet and Ministry Procedure” and 
in the “Code of Ethics for Ministers 
and Parliamentary Secretaries.”

President Barack Obama, center, and Jamaican Prime Minister Portia Simp-
son-Miller, third from right, are joined by Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
leaders for a group photo during the start of their summit, Thursday, April 
9, 2015, in Kingston, Jamaica.  Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais

Bahamas 
yet to pass 

integrity act

Get   
free legal help 

to find out if you may 
be eligible and learn 

how to prepare. Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs  

Sunday, April 12, 2015 / 12:00 p.m. -  5:00 p.m. 
Temple Emanu-El/1 East 65th Street (between 5th Ave & Madison Ave) New York, NY 10065

For more information about deferred action visit nyc.gov/deferredaction

New diplomacy marks 
Obama visit to Americas

Continued on Page 22
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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By Joaquín Roy
MIAMI, April 14, 2015 

(IPS) - U.S. President Barack 
Obama has earned a place in 
history for taking the first 
steps towards rectifying a 
policy that has lasted over 
half a century without ever 
achieving its primary goal 
of ending the Castro regime 
in Cuba.

At the Seventh Sum-
mit of the Americas, held 
in Panama City April 10-11, 
Obama set aside the tortu-
ous negotiations with his 
Cuban counterpart Raúl 
Castro and the impossible 
pursuit of consensus with 
his domestic opponents. 
Going out on a limb, he 
made an unconditional 
offer. He knew, or he sensed, 
that Castro would have no 
option but to accept.

The Cuban economy is on 
the verge of collapse and the 
regime is receiving subtle 
pressure from a population 
that has already endured all 
manner of trials.

Signs of weakening in 
Venezuela, its protector, 
with which it exchanged 
social favours (in the fields 
of health and education) for 
subsidised oil, are gather-
ing like hurricane storm 
clouds over the Raúl Castro 
regime

Instead of shaking the 
tree to knock the ripe fruit 
to the ground, Obama 
chose to do the unexpected: 
to prop it up and instead 
encourage its survival.

Obama is committing 
to stability in Cuba as the 
lesser evil, compared with 
sparking an internal explo-
sion, with conflict between 
irreconcilable sectors and 
the imposition of a mili-
tary solution more rigid 
than the current level of 
control. Washington knows 

that only the Cuban armed 
forces can guarantee order. 
The last thing the Pentagon 
aspires to is to take on that 
unenviable role.

Thus, between underpin-
ning the Raúl Castro gov-
ernment and the doubt-
ful prospect of attempting 
instantaneous transforma-
tion, the pragmatic option 
was to renew full diplomatic 
relations and, in the near 
future, lift the embargo.

Raúl Castro, for his part, 
yielded ground on the oft-
repeated demand for an end 
to the embargo as a prior 
condition for any negotia-
tions, and has responded 
wisely to the challenge. He 
contented himself with the 
consolation prize of review-
ing the history (incidentally, 
an appalling one) of U.S. 
policy towards Cuba, in his 
nearly one-hour speech at 
the Summit.

To sugar the pill, howev-
er, he generously recognised 
that Obama, who was not 
even born at the time of the 
Cuban Revolution, shares 
no blame for the blockade. 
In this way, Castro contrib-
uted decisively to Obama’s 
triumph at the summit.

Venezuelan President 
Nicolás Maduro has emerged 
from this inter-American 
gathering as the clear loser. 
The key to his failure was 
not having calculated his 

limitations and having 
undervalued the resourc-
es of his fellow presidents. 
Initially, Maduro logically 
exploited Obama’s mistake 
in decreeing that Venezuela 
is a “threat” and imposing 
sanctions on seven Vene-
zuelan officials.

A large number of gov-
ernments and analysts criti-
cised the language used in 
the U.S. decree. In the run-
up to the summit, Obama 
publicly recanted and admit-
ted that Venezuela is no such 
threat to his country.

Maduro’s weak showing 
at the Summit was due to 
a combination of his own 
personality, the reactions of 
important external actors 
(significantly distant from 
the United States), the weak 
support of many of his tradi-
tional allies or sympathisers 
in Latin America, and the 
absence of unconditional 
support from Cuba.

It should be noted that 
the United States barely 
made its presence felt over 
this issue, although U.S. 
State Department counsel-
lor Thomas Shannon made 
an effort to smooth over 
Maduro’s excesses and vis-
ited the Venezuelan presi-
dent in Caracas ahead of the 
summit.

Maduro’s actions were 
already burdened by the 
imprisonment of a number 
of his opponents on ques-
tionable charges. As a result, 
protests spread worldwide, 
especially in Latin America, 
but also in Europe.

A score of former Latin 
American presidents signed 
a protest document which 
was presented at the sum-
mit.

Although these former 
presidents might be regard-

By Linda D. Hallman and 
Sonia Syngal

When Doris and Don Fish-
er opened their small retail 
store in 1969, they each put up 
$21,000 in savings and, without 
even discussing it, paid each 
other the same salary. That’s 
how equal partnerships work.

Today, you know the Fish-
ers’ company as Gap Inc. Fol-
lowing Doris and Don’s lead, 
the company continues to pay 
the women and men who work 
there dollar for dollar for the 
same day’s work – from sales 
associate to senior executive 
and every level in between. 
This story is especially impor-
tant now as we mark another 
Equal Pay Day, the symbolic 
date when women’s salaries 
finally catch up to men’s sala-
ries from the previous year.

At state and local levels 
across the nation, mayors and 
governors are issuing Equal Pay 
Day proclamations, while equal 
pay advocates gather at rallies, 
press conferences, lobby days, 
and other events. We all want 
a world in which our daugh-
ters and sons are paid fairly, 
but today women typically lose 
out on more than $500,000 in 
income over the course of their 
careers due to the pay gap.

In the United States the pay 
gap has narrowed since the 
1970s, largely because of wom-
en’s progress in education and 
workforce participation and 
because men’s wages have also 
been rising at a slower rate. But 
progress has stalled in recent 
years, and the pay gap doesn’t 
appear likely to go away on its 
own. In 2013, women working 
full time were paid just 78 per-
cent of what men were paid.

At the current rate, it will 
take more than 100 years until 

we finally see equal pay.
But not at Gap Inc. A 2014 in-

depth compensation analysis by 
Exponential Talent, followed by 
a 2015 revalidation, confirms 
that every day is already Equal 
Pay Day for Gap Inc.’s work-
ers. By paying people based on 
the work they do and not their 
gender, the company commu-
nicates to its 140,000 employ-
ees—74 percent of whom are 
women—that it values their 
contributions.

And now Gap Inc. is encour-
aging other companies to fol-
low its lead. The simple mes-
sage that equality matters is 
critical. Commitment to pay 
equality should start at the top 
and be an explicit part of every 
company’s mission and goals. 
Yes, it’s the right thing to do—
but it’s also good for the bot-
tom line.

A 2015 study, The Simple 
Truth about The Gender Pay 
Gap, by the American Asso-
ciation of University Women 
(AAUW) reports that equal pay 
isn’t simply a women’s issue—
it’s a family issue. Between 
1967 and 2012, the percentage 
of mothers who brought home 
at least a quarter of their fam-
ily’s income rose from less than 
a third (28 percent) to nearly 
two-thirds (63 percent). Most 
families depend on women’s 
wages to make ends meet.

A large majority of moth-
ers are in the paid labor force 
and are responsible for sup-
porting their families. For the 
40 percent of mothers who are 
their family’s sole or primary 
breadwinner, the gender pay 
gap can contribute to poor 
living conditions, poor nutri-
tion, and fewer opportunities 
for their children. For these 
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Instead of shaking 
the tree to knock 

the ripe fruit to the 
ground, Obama 
chose to do the 
unexpected: to 
prop it up and 

instead encourage 
its survival.

Two winners, one loser at 
Summit of the Americas

Equal Pay Day
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Is it that we’re in the throes 
of a contagion of copycat “bad 
apple” conduct involving some 
of the players pledged to do the 
“protect and serve” bit in our 
communities? Copycat prac-
tice so frequently makes it into 
the conversation on the law 
enforcement side as a prob-
ability in seemingly related 
instances of anti-social behav-
ior. But the rash of episodes, 
for some time now, in which 
guys designated as guardians 
of the citizenry have acted 
more like outlaws, gives us 
pause as to whether the copy-
cat phenomenon is also alive 
and well on the “good” side of 
the law-and-order divide.

Where else is to be found an 
explanation for this spate of 
wildness, where African Amer-
ican males are being made 
to feel even more vulnerable 
than they have been, thanks to 
assorted keepers of the peace 
appearing to totally dispense 
with civility in these black-
white encounters?  Frankly, 
looking beyond copycat behav-
ior in attempting to determine 
what’s driving this ghastly 
business leads only to the 
ugliest of possible answers – 

blind hate resident in those by 
whose hands have come loss 
of life, distressed families and 
all the rest for affected persons 
of color.

Ever since teenager Trayvon 
Martin was shot and killed in 
Sanford, Florida in February 
2012 by a neighborhood-watch 
guy who has since been seen 
to possess all the qualities of 
a jerk, we seem not to be able 
to endure for too long a peri-
od without news unfolding of 
white law-enforcement types 
causing an African American 
male to lose his life. Early this 
month when the now familiar 
narrative played out in  South 
Carolina, a white cop’s con-
cocted lie about what went 
down leading to his shooting 
Walter Scott to death was only 
exposed by the existence of a 
bystander’s video. Absent that 
video evidence, Scott’s death 
would presumably have been 
filed as a justified shooting, 
the horrific ending to Scott’s 
life coming after this rogue 
cop had stopped him for an 
alleged broken taillight. Also 
early in April, a white reserve 
sheriff’s deputy in Tulsa, Okla-
homa claimed he mistaken-

ly drew his gun instead of a 
Taser when he shot and killed 
unarmed Eric Harris. For 
starters, it’s mind-boggling, 
why the 73-year-old “pretend” 
lawman was even allowed to be 
in a position  where, to fire or 
not fire a weapon, was among 
the decisions he might rou-
tinely be making while assum-
ing his “part-time police” pose. 
So it goes.    

Hence the head scratching. 
We are left to ponder why, with 
all the controversy, the public-
ity, the protests, the outrage 
that have ensued following 
the repeated senseless loss of 
life, there continue to be indi-
viduals on the law enforce-
ment side who are apparent-
ly unmoved by this hideous 
blotch on the country’s social 
fabric and are prepared to keep 
right on treating black lives 
as very expendable. Why the 
unchecked epidemic we’re now 
experiencing? Are we at the 

mercy of every law enforce-
ment team member across 
the country whose natural 
instinct and inclination is to 
be callously indifferent in his 
(or her) engagement of per-
sons of color? 

One conclusion that seems 
pretty obvious to draw from 
the current explosion of 
appalling cop behavior, as well 
as all in that vein that has 
preceded it, is that the perpe-
trators more than likely did 
not come overnight by a yen 
for such specifically targeted 
brutishness. The smart betting 
says the creep who fired eight 
times at a fleeing Walter Scott 
in South Carolina is predis-
posed to responding that way 
when the alleged wrongdoer 
is African American; that the 
encounter would have ended 
far differently had it been a 
Caucasian youth fleeing the 
scene. Likewise would there 
probably have been no choke-
hold applied in Staten Island 
had Eric Garner been a white 
man suspected of selling loose 
cigarettes.

All things considered, the 
copycat speculation isn’t one 
we should dismiss out of hand. 

It would be naïve of course 
to not acknowledge that in 
Middle America, in the north, 
south and wherever else there 
are among official uphold-
ers of the law some percent-
age of them with flawed tem-
perament or psychological 
profile for the policing task. 
That within these might be 
found characters all agog at 
what transpired in Cleveland, 
in Tulsa, in South Carolina  
— and with who-knows-what 
these incidents inspire — is 
not a possibility one necessar-
ily forecloses.

It would be foolhardy, as 
well, to not see what at times 
borders on craven indiffer-
ence by supposedly good guys 
toward persons of color, in the 
context of a haunting national 
picture in this age of Obama 
that has unnerved us. The 
unprecedented presidential 
disrespect we now live with 
surely has tentacles elsewhere 
in the social spectrum. And 
we’re reminded of how much 
all the talk about Obama’s 
elevation ushering in a post-
racial America was so much 
baloney.   

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Copycat rogue behavior among the protectors?

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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the nettlesome, multilayered realities 
of migration, heritage, identity, and 
belonging.”

Lively conversations will delve into 
areas focusing on ‘Who is native or 
immigrant?’ and question ‘Where 
exactly is home?’

Featured participants include writers 
Nyasha Laing, (US/Belize) Annette Ven-
dryes Leach (US/Panama), poets Negus 
Tehuti Adeyemi (US/Barbados) and El 
David Rodriguez (Puerto Rico).  

Organizers and supporters of the 
Caribbean Cultural Theatre agree the 
occasion provides an opportunity to 
fulfill their mission of “Tellin We Own 
Story.”

A spokesperson said: “Always an 
occasion for taking stock and renewing 
creative energies.”

To that effort they have combined 
programs acknowledging IHW, Poetry 

Month and World Theatre Day to make 
this a significantly unique event.  

 A second offering for the celebratory 
week begins at 6:30 p.m. on April 29 at 
York College, 94-20 Guy Brewer Blvd., 
Jamaica, Queens with ‘Caribbean Clas-
sics – Legacy and the Search for Voice.’   

“This year marks the 85th birth-
day of Nobel Laureate, Derek Walcott 
(St. Lucia), and Kamau (Barbados), the 
80th for Earl Lovelace (Trinidad & 
Tobago), and the 75th for Trevor Rhone 
(Jamaica).”

“In celebration of the legacy of argu-
ably the Commonwealth Caribbean’s 
most illustrious, pioneering Caribbean 
playwrights we embark on a series of 
creative conversations with contem-
porary creative artists in search of the 
New Caribbean Theatre.”

For more information about both 
programs, call 718-270-6218 / 718-783-
8345.

ed as conservative and liberal, they were 
joined by former Spanish president 
José María Aznar (a notorious target of 
attacks by the late Venezuelan president 
Hugo Chávez and, afterwards, Maduro 
himself) and former Spanish socialist 
president Felipe González, who offered 
to act as defence lawyer for Antonio 
Ledezma, the mayor of Caracas, who 
is one of those imprisoned by the Ven-
ezuelan regime.

Maduro’s attempt to have a condem-
nation of the U.S. decree included in 
the summit’s final communiqué ended 
in another defeat. Although efforts were 
made to eliminate direct mention of the 
United States, the outcome was that 
the summit issued no final declaration 
because of lack of consensus.

In spite of the loquacity of its partners 
and protégés in the Bolivarian Alliance 
for the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), 
Venezuela’s Latin American supporters 
showed caution and avoided direct con-
frontation with Washington.

The same was evidently true of the 

Caribbean countries; fearful of losing 
supplies of subsidised Venezuelan oil, 
they made their request to Obama for 
preferential treatment by the United 
States at the meeting of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) in Jamaica 
earlier in the month.

But Maduro’s main failure was not 
realising that Raúl Castro would have 
to choose between fear of diminished 
supplies of cheap Venezuelan crude 
and rapprochement with Washington. 
It remains unknown how Cuba will 
be able to continue supplying Cuban 
teachers and healthcare personnel to 
Venezuela, until now the jewel in the 
crown of the alliance between Havana 
and Caracas in the context of ALBA.

The views expressed in this article 
are those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent the views of, and 
should not be attributed to, IPS – Inter 
Press Service. 

Joaquín Roy can be contacted at 
jroy@Miami.edu

women, closing the gender pay gap is 
much more than a point of pride—it’s 
a potentially life-altering change for 
them and their families.

In today’s society, equal pay should 
be the price of entry for any business. 
Companies should know by now that 
paying workers fairly is not only legal-
ly and ethically sound, but financially 
savvy. Follow the AAUW research and 

the Gap Inc. model. Put women in lead-
ership at all levels from the beginning.

Be open and honest about how much 
you value your employees and their con-
tributions, because equal work deserves 
equal pay.

Linda D. Hallman, CAE, is executive 
director and CEO of AAUW. Sonia Syn-
gal is EVP of Global Supply Chain and 
Product Operations at Gap Inc.
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Summit of the Americas

Equal Pay DayNeighborhood Housing Services of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Inc.
In partnership with New York State Energy Audits, Inc.

Presents
EMPOWER NEW YORK
(A FREE program for low-income residents)

Qualified applicants will receive
Energy-efficient refrigerator and/or freezer (if existing unit qualifies)

Home energy audits
Installation of high-efficiency lightings

Installation of smoke/CO detectors
Installation of low-flow shower heads

Additional services include
Attic, Rim Joist and Crawlspace Insulation (Save 20-40% on Heating Bills)

Door Weatherization & Air Sealing
Boiler/Furnace Tuning and Cleaning

Gas Leak Repairs

For more information, please contact
Gerard Miller, Community Outreach Coordinator

(718) 919-2100 or (718) 732-8022

Celebrating 23 Years of Serving Brooklyn Neighborhoods

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718-657-1562  |  718-739-6768  |  718-526-3626

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Established 1993     Licensed by New York State Education Department

EZ PAYMENT

PLAN AVAILABLE!

Continued from page 3 

Immigrant Heritage Week



Caribbean Life, April 17-23, 2015 13  BQ

Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,   
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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eral new policies it would implement if 
elected to office.

The coalition told supporters that 
the new government will increase old 
age pension, ensure the survival of the 
sugar industry, set a date for the long 
overdue local government election as 
well as increase public servants’ salaries 
by 10 percent.

Haiti
The Organization of American States 

(OAS) says its Secretary General, Jose 
Miguel Insulza, has presented a report 
on his recent visit to Port-au-Prince 
to the Group of Friends of Haiti of the 
Organization.

During the recent meeting at OAS 
headquarters chaired by OAS Assist-
ant Secretary General and Chair of 
the Group, Albert Ram-
din, Insulza presented 
details of his official visit 
to the French-speaking 
Caribbean country.

The OAS said the visit included meet-
ings with Haitian President Michel Mar-
telly, Prime Minister Evans Paul, and 
Minister of Defense Lener Renauld as 
well as with legislators, members of the 
opposition and representatives of the 
private sector.

In addition, the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Haiti to the OAS, Bochit 
Edmond, and representatives of other 

member states and observers discussed 
the status of the democratic processes 
in Haiti, the importance of the presence 
of the United Nations Stabilization Mis-
sion in Haiti during the electoral proc-
esses of this year and the details of the 
electoral calendar, among other issues. 

Jamaica
Jamaica is to receive US$39 million 

from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) after the Washington-based finan-
cial institution concluded its seventh 
review of the island’s economic perform-
ance under a four-year Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF).

OMF Deputy Managing Director Mit-
suhiro Furusawa said the Jamaica govern-
ment’s commitment to 
the US$932 million EFF 
“remains strong” and that 
program performance is 
on track and all quan-
titative performance targets for end of 
December were met.

He said structural reforms have pro-
gressed broadly on schedule.

“Macroeconomic performance contin-
ues to be good economic confidence has 
reached a two-year peak. The decline in oil 
prices should help lower inflation expecta-
tions and boost demand,” the IMF said.

But the IMF official said that stepping 
up the pace of reforms is essential to 
boost growth and unemployment.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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Thank you GuildNet.

A chronic condition can take its toll on more 
than just patients. Lost hours at work, worry 
over doctor visits, helping with meals – the 
list is long, especially if they are visually 
impaired. 

With GuildNet’s Long Term Care Plans, your 
loved ones get the help they need to stay 
safe at home. 

Please call us – we speak your language. 

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220

Mom feels better, 
and our family  
does too. 
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This project is supported by a National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week Community Awareness Project subgrant 

awarded by the National Association of VOCA 
Assistance Administrators under a Victims of Crime Act 
(VOCA) grant from the Offi ce for Victims of Crime, Offi ce 

of Justice Programs and US Department of Justice

Fishermen from across Belize will see major benefi ts from the MCCAP proj-
ect, which seeks to re-train them in alternative livelihoods to lessen the im-
pact of climate change in their communities. Inter Press Service / Aaron Humes

By Aaron Humes
BELIZE CITY, April 9, 2015 (IPS) 

- A five-year project launched here in 
Belize City in March seeks to cement 
a shift in view of climate change and 
its impact on Belize’s national devel-
opment.

The Belize Marine Conservation and 
Climate Adaptation Project (MCCAP) 
has dual goals: putting in place struc-
tures to ensure continued protection 
for marine protected areas, and ensur-
ing that those who benefit from use 
and enjoyment of those areas are edu-
cated on the dangers of climate change 
and given means of sustaining their 
lifestyles without further damage to 
precious natural resources.

Approximately 203,000 Belizeans 
live in coastal communities – both 
urban centres such as Belize City and 
the towns of Corozal and Dangriga, 
as well as destinations for fishing 
and tourism such as the villages of 
Sarteneja, Hopkins, Sittee River, Seine 
Bight and Placencia.

For these persons, and for Belize, 
“Climate change is not an environmen-
tal issue. Climate change is a develop-
ment issue,” said World Bank repre-
sentative and senior environmental 
specialist Enos Esikuri, who noted that 
keeping the focus on the environment 
on this issue would result in “losing 
the audience” – those who make their 
living directly from the sea through 
fishing and tourism.

According to Esikuri, there has been 
a change in Belize’s economy from a 
purely agriculture base to a service-
based economy with tourism as a pri-

mary focus – but the marine resources 
in Belize’s seas and rivers are integral 
to the success of that model.

Belize also has to pay attention to 
the intensification of weather systems 
and how the reef protects Belize’s frag-
ile coast and communities, he said.

Of Belize’s three billion-dollar 
gross domestic product (GDP), fishing 
accounts for 15 percent; 4,500 licensed 
fishermen and about 18,000 Belizeans 
are directly dependent on fisheries for 
their livelihoods.

However, tourism accounts for 
almost 25 percent of GDP and a sig-
nificantly greater population living in 
coastal communities earn their live-
lihoods from this industry, Esikuri 
explained.

The Barrier Reef and its fish are a 
very important resource for this indus-
try, he said, so protecting it safeguards 
more livelihoods.

The local Ministry of Fisheries, For-
estry and Sustainable Development 
has received 5.53 million dollars from 
the World Bank’s Adaptation Fund, 
with the government contributing a 
further 1.78 million dollars for the 
programme, which seeks to imple-
ment priority ecosystem-based marine 
conservation and climate adaptation 
measures to strengthen the climate 
resilience of the Belize Barrier Reef 
system

The MCCAP project will invest 
560,000 U.S. dollars to raise awareness 
about the impacts of climate change, 
and educate people about the value of 
marine conservation, and how climate 
change will affect their lives.

In Belize, climate 
change drives coastal 

management
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Visit our all-new website: 
www.classicqualityhomes.com

Or text: cqh to 411669 to get text updates about our Home Buying Incentive programs

Call toll free

1-800-1-800-
276-4000276-4000

Buy a home now -- Get up to $5,000 toward Closing Costs!

All Classic Mainline Homes include land, up to 4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, garage, living room, dining room, complete

appliance package, Central Air and Heat, landscaping, and a host of features. including permitting, driveway and well 

-- all included in the purchase price!

THE COUNTRY HOME -- A Classic Mainline Home

NOW $199,900
2,684 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,684 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

$6,997 DOWN PAYMENT  $6,997 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,577* 1,577* per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!*interest, taxes and insurance!*

And just $6,997 Down! Classic has the values!  Call us now! 

Choose from Classic’s Complete Line of Brand New Homes in the Poconos! 

* Monthly payments based on FHA 30 yr. fixed interest rate of 4.5% with 5% APR with a finance cap of $271,000.  Lower rates may apply to qualified
buyers. All numbers are estimated. Conventional mtgs. also available. Figures quoted above on Cambridge model based on conventional 30 year mtg.

THE HOMESTEAD -- A Classic Mainline Home

now $277,000
3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT

$9,695 DOWN PAYMENT  $9,695 DOWN PAYMENT  
$$1,954 1,954 per month per month pays all including principal, pays all including principal, 

interest, taxes and insurance!interest, taxes and insurance!

Yes, you can own a
brand new home for
just $1,577 per mo.!*

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour) 90 mins to NYC!LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour) 90 mins to NYC!

IT’S THE SMART MOVE!  EVERY WEEK, MORE NEW YORKERS ARE IT’S THE SMART MOVE!  EVERY WEEK, MORE NEW YORKERS ARE 

DECIDING TO OWN, RATHER THAN RENT!DECIDING TO OWN, RATHER THAN RENT!
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By Kevin Bollers
Vintage Shaun, the collective of 

affordable vintage fashion for men 
and women will be coming to Crown 
Heights, Brooklyn for a Pop up Shop 
the weekend of April 11 - 12. Founder 
and Crown Heights native Shaunya 
Hartley, is excited to kick off a Pop 
Up Shop in the neighborhood she has 
called home all her life. 

Hartley’s passion for vintage cloth-
ing and encyclopedic knowledge of 
styles and eras has garnered a dedi-
cated cult like following of a young and 
influential clientele keeping with the 
saying “Vintage is the New Black.”

Taking place at the Independent 
Runway Boutique located at 267 King-
ston Ave. in Brooklyn, N.Y., the two-
day pop up shop will showcase a highly 
curated edition of fashion forward and 
trendy collection of vintage clothing, 
very reflective of what was seen on the 
runways a few months ago. 

Unlike, most contemporary brands, 
Vintage Shaun comprises recycled 
clothing and textiles, which are an 
excellent tie-in as Earth Day comes 
around later this month. As Hartley 
describes it, “Vintage Shaun is a collec-
tion of well edited and curated pieces 
that have decades of age to them. It is 
my passion. I have been a collector of 
vintage clothing for over 20 years and 
Vintage Shaun is how I bring that pas-
sion to the public.”

She described how she found her 
inspiration to start the Vintage Shaun 
Pop Up Shop in Brooklyn saying, “The 
Pop Up Shop came into being after 
working the business online and peo-
ple telling me that they didn’t want to 
just buy one piece behind a computer 
screen. They wanted the personal expe-
rience of actually coming in and shop-
ping with me. 

“Usually, you go into a clothing store 
and the music is loud, the salespeo-
ple are kind of rude and you just end 
up spending your money. I wanted to 
bring a different experience where you 
come in, the music is soft and low, 

there is someone who is knowledgeable 
about the product and is there to help 
and you can even get a little cocktail or 
non-alcoholic beverage.”

Hartley in explaing her passion for 
vintage clothing said, “It started when 
my uncle bought me a vintage men’s 
pea coat. I was looking for one for quite 
some time and found one from this 
gentleman who had been in the Korean 
War. I wore that coat until the buttons 
fell off! I just developed this apprecia-
tion for vintage. I grew up in the 80’s 
and it was a very impressionable period 
for me; seeing my mom getting dressed 
up. As I got older I found myself buying 
clothing from that period. It shows how 
I was influenced by the first person who 
made an impression of style on me; my 
mom.”

Commenting on the clothing trend 
she would love to see disappear, she 

said, “I would love to see the grunge 
and casual look disappear. It makes 
my eyes bleed! I always believe in 
dressing to impress or as Fabulous 
says, ‘Dress as if you’re gonna run into 
your ex!’ I think that when you’re well 
groomed and polished, that makes the 
best impression.”

Fashion often ostracizes curvy and 
full-figured women. However, Hartley 
has an interesting philosophy about 
style and size and describes how Vintage 
Shaun addresses that issue. “Style and 
size have nothing to do with each other 
any more than style and social class or 
style and ethnicity. Style is for everyone. 
Style is the most democratic concept in 
the world. For Vintage Shaun, this will 
be our first pop up where we have a large 
selection of clothing for larger sizes. Also, 
we have vintage accessories that can fit 
any size.”

It’s that time of year again! 
The Annual Church Avenue 
Street Fair will unfurl its magic 
on Sunday, April 26, 2015 from 
12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. on 
Church Avenue between Coney 
Island Avenue and Argyle Road. 
The Street Fair is the place to 
discover the unique products and 
services of area organizations, 
entrepreneurs and artists. 

Executive Director of the BID 
Lauren Elvers Collins said, “We 
are proud of the incredible diver-
sity of businesses that come out 
of the Church Avenue BID area, 
and are excited that the distinc-
tiveness of the area will be shared 
and experienced by all who attend 
the Street Fair.”

This year’s attractions include 
the Chicken-on-Church Food 
Competition, which challenges 
local chefs of the Church Avenue 
BID to join in the competition by 
submitting a dish that includes 
chicken. The participants include 
chefs from Am-Thai, Anarkali, 
Downtown Natural, El Acuario 
Restaurant, Golden Krust, Hun-
ger Pang, Mallenche, and Shayna’s. 
With such excellent eateries of var-
ying cuisines participating, select-
ing a winner won’t be easy, but at 
1:15 p.m. at the BID’s table (located 
on Church Ave. between E. 10th St. 
and Stratford Rd.), that is what the 
panel of eight judges will do. Local 
judges, including Editor-in-Chief 
of Buzzfeed Ben Smith and Mary 
Bakija and Anna Gustafson from 
Ditmas Park Corner, will deter-
mine a winner.

Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 

Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 

Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 

licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Church 
Avenue 

Street Fair

Vintage fashion in Crown Heights

Shaunya Hartley founder of Vintage Shaun. Photo courtesy of Vintage Shaun
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COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org

Attention Build it Back
Applicants

If you registered for the City’s Build it Back 
program but have not completed your application, 

we want to help you.

Please contact our Customer Service 
at 212-615-8329 or by email at

housing@recovery.nyc.gov

nyc.gov/builditback
Bill de Blasio
Mayor 

Amy Peterson
Director

Housing
Recovery
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DUCTLESS SPLIT SYSTEMS
HEAT PUMP & AIR CONDITIONING SOLUTIONS

FREE IN-HOME SURVEYS
CALL OUR EXPERTS: 800-261-4401 or E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM

THE AIR CONDITIONER GIANT!

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

1.  ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT 
     CARD THROUGH 12/31/15.
1.  2 YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL PURCHASES OF Friedrich and Daikin Split Ductless A/C’s. * With Standard Installation with Customer Supplied Electric. Standard installation is based on customer supplied electric with disconnect box within 4’ of the compressor location to 
meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of air handler within 15 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be changed based on the home design and electrical requirements. Deluxe installation is based on customer supplied electric with 
disconnect box within 4’ of the compressor location to meet equipment needs; includes basic installation of each air handler within 25 running feet from ground mounted compressor location. The basic estimate can be changed based on the home design and electrical requirements.

SINGLE ROOM 
SOLUTION INSTALLED!$2199Starting 

at

FREE $1000
P.C. RICHARD & SON GIFT CARD

 WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SPLIT SYSTEM WITH INSTALLATION

2YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING1

ON ALL  FRIEDRICH & DAIKIN SPLIT DUCTLESS A/Cs

PLUS

UP
TO

AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE

MULTI-ROOM SOLUTIONS

2-ROOMS
$4599Starting 

at

3-ROOMS
$5599Starting 

at

4-ROOMS
$7499Starting 

at

INSTALLED!

INSTALLED!

INSTALLED!

Capacity from 7,000 BTU to 36,000 BTU

VALID 4/17/15-4/23/15
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A commendation from Congress-
woman Yvette Clarke, a Proclamation 
from the New York City Council and a 
Proclamation from Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams are expected to 
be among the accolades conferred on 
legendary steel band pioneer Neville 
Jules, when tribute is paid to him by the 
Trinidad & Tobago Folk Arts Institute 
Sunday evening April 26 at Brooklyn’s 
Tropical Paradise Ballroom. 

The City Council’s formal recogni-
tion of Jules for his contribution to the 
collective pioneering effort that led to 
creation of the steel band and his con-
tinued engagement of the art form since 
then, was sponsored by Councilmember 
Jumane Williams of the 45th District in 
Brooklyn.

Les Slater, chairman of the Folk Arts 
Institute said, “There may very well be 
other elected officials planning to iden-
tify with this salute to a true cultural 
luminary.” The Folk Arts Institute will 
itself be honoring Jules with its premier 
award, the Citation of Merit.

Jules, who is now 87, was one of the 
key members of the group of inspired 
artisans in Trinidad  whose ingenious 
tinkering gave birth to what in time 
became a fascinating, world-renowned 
phenomenon in musical culture.  His 
role as leader and guiding influence 
for more than two decades of one of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s top-tier and most 
enduring bands, Trinidad All Stars, is 
embedded in steel band lore.  

The steel band icon has been a resi-
dent of Brooklyn since migrating to the 
U.S. from Trinidad and Tobago early 
in the 1970s. He was for some time an 

instructor in the rudiments of steel 
band music for youngsters in certain 
Brooklyn public schools. He was also 
the inspiration for the setting up of 
a Trinidad All Stars unit in Brooklyn 
which catered to both adults and chil-
dren interested in learning the art form. 
Although he relinquished leadership of 
the All Stars band in Port of Spain so 
many years ago, Jules has furnishing 
music for the band to perform until past 
the age of 80.

The celebratory dinner event in 
honor of Neville Jules commences at 
6:00 p.m. on April 26. Tropical Paradise 
Ballroom is located at 1367 Utica Ave. 
(between Farragut and Foster). Infor-
mation regarding tickets for the event 
or any other details is available at 718-
252-6161.

Steel band pioneer Neville Jule.

Officialdom to honor 
steel band icon
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the development of clean energy and 
increased energy efficiency we could 
unleash, I think, a whole host of addition-
al investment and growth,” Obama said.

Energy security on the import-depend-
ent island is a growing concern with the 
wobbly economy of oil-dependent Ven-
ezuela, where the Petrocaribe trade pro-
gram created by the late President Hugo 
Chavez has kept Jamaica and much of the 
region dependent on the South American 
country for energy.

Venezuela’s shadow hung over not only 
the Caribbean stop but the upcoming 
Summit of the Americas where President 
Nicolas Maduro and his regional allies 
were likely to confront Obama over his 
decision to levy sanctions against seven 
Venezuelans. The sanctions were to pro-
test Maduro’s crackdown on dissent in the 
country, but Maduro has used them to 
rally political support by casting the U.S. 
as an aggressor.

Obama sought to tone down the 
confrontation with Venezuela in a writ-
ten interview with EFE News before he 
arrives in Panama.

“We do not believe that Venezuela 
poses a threat to the United States, nor 
does the United States threaten the 
Venezuelan government,” Obama said, 
although he added that the U.S. remains 
“very troubled” by intimidation of politi-
cal opponents and erosion of human 
rights in Venezuela.

Meanwhile, the Obama administration 
sent a senior diplomat to Venezuela to 
meet with Maduro before the summit.

“The United States is going to go into 
a very charged environment when they 
go to the summit,” said Carl Meacham, 
a former senior Republican aide on the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee now 
at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies, a Washington think tank.

Obama, Meacham said, “turned the 
page on Cuba but it has become a compli-
cated one because of what is happening 
in Venezuela.’’

Indeed, all eyes Friday will be on Obama 
and Cuban President Raul Castro. Obama 
said Thursday that the State Department 
had submitted a recommendation about 
whether to remove Cuba from the U.S. list 
of state sponsors of terrorism.

Announcing Cuba’s removal from the 
list at the summit would provide a dra-
matic counterpoint to Venezuela’s com-
plaints about U.S. meddling in its internal 
affairs. Congress, however, would have 
the opportunity to disapprove the presi-
dent’s action.

The Cuban outreach, however, was 
already winning praise in the region.

“Mr. President, you are on the right 
side of history,” Jamaica’s Simpson Miller 
told Obama.

Associated Press writer David McFad-
den contributed to this report.

Obama discusses energy

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 12 months, we have been servicing the 
community with dignity and compassion. We look 

forward to the future providing the same excellent service.

Continued from page 8 
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The benefits of seeking 
professional treatment for 
erectile dysfunction may 
seem obvious to both the 
patient and his partner. But 
what many men don’t real-
ize is that a thorough evalu-
ation of this condition can 
uncover serious threats to 
their health.

Dr. Vitaly Raykhman, 
Director of the Accord Phy-
sicians Prostate Center in 
Sheepshead Bay along with 
Dr. Llewellyn Hyacinthe 
and Dr. Yuly Chalik, says 
that millions of men in the 
United States suffer from 
erectile dysfunction. Typi-
cally, he said, the man can’t 
perform at all or is not sat-
isfied with his sexual per-
formance. The dysfunction 
can surface at any age, but 
it is more common in men 
50 years old or older.

The problem can be psy-
chological or the impotence 
may be caused by physi-
ological abnormalities. In 
such cases, he said, the dys-

function may be related to 
diabetes or an indication 
of even more serious con-
ditions. A series of clinical 
tests done at the Urologic 
Institute can help doctors 
determine the reason of im-
potence.

“It is important that 
men who are experiencing 
this problem be promptly 
and properly evaluated by a 
urologist.”

Erectile dysfunction, he 
stressed, can be an early in-
dicator of “metabolic syn-
drome,” a name given to a 
group of factors that raise 
the risk for heart disease 
and other health threats, 
including heart attack and 
stroke.

“The fact that they are 
bringing this problem into 
their consciousness can 
give a physician several 
years of lead time in head-
ing off these far more se-
rious medical problems,” 
said Dr. Raykhman. “Could 
a visit to a urologist indi-
rectly save a patient’s life? 

Absolutely.”
A skilled urologist can 

slow the progress of the 
dysfunction and with the 
proper treatment most pa-
tients can regain a more 
satisfying sexual experi-
ence.

Although surgery is 
sometimes necessary, “it’s 
the last resort.” Changes 
in lifestyle can often re-
verse the effects of erectile 
dysfunction. These include 
exercise, improvements 
in diet, and a reduction in 
smoking and alcohol in-
take.  Erectile dysfunction 
can often be treated with 
medications such as Cialis, 
Viagra, Levitra or hormone 
therapy. 

Dr. Raykman stressed 
that because an erection is 
a vascular event, erectile 
dysfunction needs to be 
taken seriously.

Accord Physicians Pros-
tate Center is equipped to 
give patients a thorough 
evaluation and offers a wide 
range of treatment options.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Erectile Dysfunction — more than a quality of life problem!

America’s Top Urologist since 2009
NEW LOCATION IN QUEENS:

LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN: 

www.AccordMD.com

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

Prostate Center of Accord Physicians

Utilizing 
Computed 

Tomography

8705 5

MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 5/31/15

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances
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The First Baptist Church of Crown 
Heights (FBCCH) originally organized 
in 1953 as the First Baptist Church 
of Williamsburg, by a small group of 
Christian workers included a young 
man eager to preach, but not yet 
ordained. One of the first acts of this 
founding church was to duly ordain the 
Rev. Clarence Norman as pastor. Today 
as a result of his 62 years of faithful and 
dedicated service, Rev. Norman min-
isters to a congregation of more than 
2000 persons.

Reverend Clarence Norman is a mul-
tifaceted and caring individual with 
extensive training and commitment in 
areas that affect the community.  In 
addition to serving as pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Crown Heights, Rev. 
Norman also serves as Protestant Chap-
lain for the State of New York Division 
of Parole. 

In the past he has served as chaplain 
for the Center for Nursing and Reha-
bilitation; Chairman of the Advisory 
Board for the Center for Law and Social 
Justice of Medgar Evers College; Chair-
man of the Orange Housing Author-
ity, Orange New Jersey; three terms as 
a Democratic County Committeeman 
in Orange, New Jersey; and Chairman 
of the First Baptist Church of Crown 
Heights Housing and Development 
Corporation.

The pastor believes strongly in indi-
viduals using education as a tool to 
reach their goals in life. It is no surprise 
that he himself has focused a great deal 

on his own education. He received the 
Bachelor of Arts, 1959, from Bloomfield 
College, Bloomfield, New Jersey; the 
Master of Divinity, 1964, and Doctor 
of Religion, 1971, from Howard Uni-
versity, Washington, DC. His doctoral 
thesis title: A Constructive Study of the 
Concept of Liberation in Contempo-
rary Black Religion. Rev. Norman also 
attended St. John’s University, Jamaica, 
New York (1968-69) for graduate study 
in Public School Administration and 
was awarded State Certification as Prin-
cipal of Secondary School, 1969.

In addition to his professional 
achievements and education, Rev. Nor-
man has received numerous special 
awards and honors. Among them, the 
1969-1970 Parish Ministry Fellowship 
by the Fund for Theological Education, 
Princeton, New Jersey; Recipient of the 
First Annual Ecumenical Award from 
the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, May 9, 1984; and a certificate 
as accredited Resident Manager by the 
Institute for Real Estate Management, 
1985. In June 2002, Ebony Magazine 
honored Reverend Clarence Norman 
as a “great Black father” at an awards 
luncheon for distinguished fathers and 
sons who have followed in their paths.

Clarence Norman was born on April 
30, 1930, in Goldsboro, North Carolina. 
He is married to Ellen Norman and has 
five children.

New York City Public Advocate Letitia James presents a proclamation to 
Rev. Clarence Norman.  Photo by Lem Peterkin

Rev. Norman Sr. 
recognized for 

62 years of service
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JOIN FOR AS LOW AS $9.95/MONTH
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CRUNCH CROWN HEIGHTS    842 Lefferts Ave  •  Brooklyn, NY  •  718.369.1007 
NOW OPEN!   CRUNCH BUSHWICK    785 Flushing Ave • Brooklyn, NY • 718.483.7800

Crunch.com

Stop by for a free workout! 

ARE YOU AWESOME? JOIN THE CLUB

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure 
designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities without 
interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring 
to emulsify fat which then releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 

body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. 
The ZERONA® procedure was proven through a 
double-blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo 
controlled study in which patients average loss 
of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 
inches compared to the placebo group that 
lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3-9 INCHES IN TWO WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did 
for The Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When:  
Tuesday, April 28 at 6:15 pm

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

By Tangerine Clarke
It is now 30 years since the 

ladies of the Inner Wheel Club 
of Georgetown began to cap-
tivate audiences with creative 
headwear at its annual Garden 
Tea Party and Hat Show, to 
raise funds for outreach pro-

grams. 
The prestigious event on the 

Easter calendar, attracted an 
elegantly dressed crowd to its 
April 11 celebration in the city’s 
Promenade garden, where chil-
dren from six-months old and 
adults competed for the best 

bonnet prize.
Cecile Harding wearing 

a colorfully decorated hat 
danced to Soca music, while 
Sheila King showcased trav-
els around the world. Both 
83-year old members garnered 
loud applause for their creativ-

ity and vivaciousness.
The event, which began in 

1985 to address issues in the 
community, judged the color-
ful headwear in three catego-
ries. Elegance – that depicted 
Guyana’s beauty such as its 
flora and fauna. Topicality - 
that addressed current national 
issues, such as Guyana’s waste 
management, and Originality - 
that depicted innovative ideas.

Some hats were embellished 
with Easter eggs while oth-
ers were festooned with flow-
ers, streamers, feathers, teddy 

bears and imitation candy. 
Judges were challenged to 

pick the best hat from a wealth 
of creative pieces before they 
handed out 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place prizes in all of the cat-
egories.

Gifts were also awarded to 
other participants, from the 
organization whose stellar pres-
entations over the years have 
helped the needy in Guyana. 
The various tea stands around 
the lush garden, served cakes 
and pastries, while the Guy-
ana Police Force Band provided 
patriotic and classical music.

One of Inner Wheel’s big-
gest projects to date, according 
to organizer Barbara Waldron, 
is a playground in the city’s 
National Park that is acces-
sible to physically challenged 
citizens.

Guyanese parade in their 
Easter hats for a cause

Above: Some of the colorfully dressed contestants showoff their hats at the annual Garden Tea Party and Hat Show in 
Guyana. At Right: Organizer Barbara Waldron, left, assisted by a member of the Inner Wheel Club of Georgetown, pres-
ents 83-year-old Cecile Harding with a winning gift basket. Photos by Tangerine Clarke
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 
OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 
HORIZON and many others

age
43

age
44

Call Today
718.832.3313
skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn
136 West 17th Street, NYC

By Tequila Minsky
From far and near, quilt lov-

ers and others who love tex-
tile arts immersed themselves 
in the artistry of The Urban 
Inspirations Quilt Show 2015. 
Sponsored by the Empire Quil-
ters Guild, one the many NYC 
area quilters’ organizations, 
the two-day show was held at 
FIT in late March.

As well as the eye-dazzling 
exhibition of member-creat-
ed quilts at FIT, vendors sold 
notions and supplies, sewing 
machines, and delectable fab-
rics, the medium for these tex-
tile artists.   

Among the vendors, Lisa 
Shepard Stewart, whose moth-
er is from St. Croix, displayed 
at her Cultured Expressions 
stall, wonderfully colorful and 
uniquely patterned fabrics from 
Ghana along with accessories 
and kits for smaller projects 
and the magazine Fabrigasm 
that she publishes.

Judy Siler traveled by bus 
from near Albany to attend the 
show. She perused, later buy-

ing,  “fat quarters”, 18” x 22” 
pre-cut pieces. “I’ve made a 
handbag from this fabric and 
after six years I see no wear,” 
she said of the cloth she says is 
“different, beautiful and nobody 
else has.” 

“I have loved fabrics from the 
age of four,” Stewart says, hav-
ing gone on to study marketing 
and communications at Fash-
ion Institute of Technology. 
Subsequently, she has always 
worked with jobs in textiles and 
the sewing industries.

As an entrepreneur, who 
runs her own business (www.
culturedexpressions.com) Stew-
art also works part-time for 
a company that sells quilting 
fabric. 

In the 80s, a trip to Sen-
egal turned her on to African 
fabrics. 

She’s written three books 
that provide do-it-yourself 
(DIY) techniques for using glo-
bal accessories or African fab-
rics in decorating or creating 
accessories. 

“I speak at quilting guilds 
and run workshops with 
Empire Quilters,” says Stewart. 

Stewart’s stall got busy as 
the nearby auditorium emp-
tied. (Visitors to the show had 
just learned about the histo-
ry of quilt patterns including 

those in Brooklyn and Rock-
land County, discovering “in 
the late 1800s, they used a lot 
of animal imagery.”)

Dr. Brenda Harris who 
belongs to three local quilting 
guilds stopped by to say hi. 
Beaming, she commented how 
Stewart’s Afro-centric patterns 
and fabrics fill a “fabric niche” 
otherwise limited in the quilt-
ing community. 

“Quilting and Cultured 
Expressions opened a whole 

new world for me,” she added, 
having traveled with Stewart 
when she organized a fabric-
lovers excursion to Ghana. 

 “The common interest in 
fabric binds all the travelers 
together,” says Stewart of the 
trip to Accra and Tema that 
included lots of fabric shop-
ping, workshops with local art-
ists, as well as visits to Kente 
cloth weavers and bead makers. 
She is planning another trip 
for 2016. 

Dr. Brenda Harris, a fan and 
friend of Cultured Expres-
sions. She traveled with Lisa 
Shepard Stewart to Ghana 
to see the fabrics and artists 
in that country. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

For the love of fabric with 
Lisa Shepard Stewart

Fabric and design entrepeneur Lisa Shepard Stewart poses 
with Batik patterned fabrics in vibrant colors from Ghana. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
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WE ARE OPEN LATE! WE ARE OPEN LATE! 

 FIND YOUR PERFECT FIND YOUR PERFECT

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A  
OVER 3,000 CARSOVER 3,000 CARS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,900
'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$10,995
'13 TOYOTA CAMRY

17k miles, Stk#8490

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$11,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 NISSAN MAXIMA

20k miles, Stk#3788

$16,400BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2011 Toyota Sienna, 15k 1034 $13,995
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995
 2010 Toyota Corolla, 37k 1042 $7,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $8,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995

A LOT OF LUXURY DOESN’T COST A LOT!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Infiniti M37, 27k  1237 $22,995 
 2014 Ford Explorer, 4k 8588 $22,995
 2013 BWW 328i xDrive, 18k 3881 $24,995
 2012 Mercedes E350, 20k 11628 $24,995
 2011 Mercedes GL450, 17k  6101 $32,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Acura TL, 17k 7918 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes C300, 14k  3824 $17,995
 2011 Mercedes GLK350, 44k  8159 $19,995
 2011 Mercedes ML350, 25k 5589 $21,888
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $21,995
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

*Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be applied to advertised cars. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY
RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SAVINGS DURING OUR 
EVENING HOURS 6:30-9PM EVERY DAY!

 MATCH WITH MATCH WITH

CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET!

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 

situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.   **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

15k miles, Stk#6879

BUY 
FOR:

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
$12,995

15k miles, Stk#9724

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'12 INFINITI G37x

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

$12,995
'13 DODGE GR CARAVAN

43k miles, Stk#3793

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
$19,995

9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER

42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k  021636 $5,995
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k  8314 $6,995
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

TO CHOOSE FROM!TO CHOOSE FROM!
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-
pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the interverte-
bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 
created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-
ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

support the National African-
American Reparations Com-
mission (NAARC) in “the form 
of encouraging and facilitat-
ing Caribbean political leaders, 
artists, civil society leaders and 
scholar/activists to participate 
in various NAARC initiatives in 
the months and years ahead.”

“NAARC recognized the 
vision of CARICOM in estab-
lishing the Reparations Com-
mission and will support the 
CARICOM Reparations Com-
mission in its activities and ini-
tiatives in the future,” it said. 

The NAARC and the CRC wel-
comed the establishment of a 
European Reparations Commis-
sion, along with those recently 
established in Britain and Can-
ada, adding that both will seek 
to meet with these commissions 
within the next year.

The New York Summit 
resolved to organize two glo-
bal reparations summits, the 
first in 2016 in the Caribbean 
and another in 2017 in Europe, 
according to the communiqué. 

It called on the CARICOM 
Heads of government to pro-
ceed urgently with the recom-
mendation that the slave-own-
ing and slave-trading European 

nations be invited to attend an 
inter-governmental reparatory 
justice summit in 2015.

The New York Summit also 
recognized U.S. Congressman 
John Conyers as a “champion 
of the reparations movement 
and the consistent sponsor of 
HR40,” the reparations study 
bill in the U.S. Congress.

It urged the U.S. Congres-
sional Black Caucus, major 
civil and human rights organi-
zations in the U.S., and the U.S. 
labor movement to support the 
global reparations movement.

The New York Summit 
applauded the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations on the 
declaration of 2015-2024 as the 
Decade for People of African 
descent, expressing strong sup-
port for the Decade’s program 
of activities. 

It also called on member-
states of the U.N. to officially 
launch the Decade and applaud-
ed the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) for its 
continued support of the “Slave 
Routes Project” and the Gen-
eral History of Africa Project.

Additionally, the summit 
applauded the government of 
Brazil for declaring mandatory 

the study of African history and 
culture at all levels of the edu-
cational system in that country, 
and called on all countries with 
African-descended populations 
to do likewise and to recognize 
the “validity of traditional Afri-
can spirituality.”

The summit called on the 
global reparations movement 
to develop sustainable fund-
ing strategies, urging the inter-
national community to work 
towards a 21st Century new 
moral order for sustainable 
development in which repara-
tory justice is an integral com-
ponent, according to the com-
muniqué.

The summit featured rous-
ing speeches by, among others, 
U.S. civil rights leader, the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson; U.S. actor Danny 
Glover; and Vice Chancellor 
of the University of the West 
Indies, Sir Hilary Beckles.

The IBW International Repa-
rations Summit came two years 
after the 15-nation CARICOM 
group decided unanimously to 
form a reparations commis-
sion and to demand that the 
former European colonial and 
slave-trading powers pay the 
debt owed to African people in 
the Caribbean region for the 
enormous wealth made off of 
their forced and uncompensat-
ed labor during the centuries 
of African enslavement.

Reparations
Continued from page 3 

55 cents for Latinas.” She fur-
ther elaborates that,  “Twelve 
million children in the U.S. are 
being raised by single moth-
ers, 45 percent of whom are 
living below the poverty line. 
If women get equal pay that 
affects millions.” 

She mentioned that this 
day’s NYTimes wrote that 
there is no excuse for pay dif-
ferentials except for simply one 
thing: discrimination.  

City Council Women’s Cau-
cus Co-Chair Elizabeth Crow-
ley spoke how companies need 
to disclose how many women 
are on their boards and are 
executive staff.

While the women present 
did not need to be reminded, 
her Co-Chair Darlene Mealy 
underscored, “We all know 
that women are fantastic lead-
ers and amazing workers. It’s 
high time our salaries caught 
up.” 

Laurie Cumbo (City Coun-
cil Women Issues Committee 
Chair) relayed how some com-
panies forbid the discussion of 
salaries. How can you possibly 
know if there is wage parity if 
you can’t discuss your wages 
with co-workers? “Workplace 

secrecies should be outlawed.” 
“There is no silver bullet but 

there is something collectively 
we can do,” said Public Advo-
cate Letitia James who also 
spoke of the feminization of 
poverty, reiterating how the 
pace of change is far too slow.

Towering Robert Cornegy 
— the lone male representa-
tive from City Council present 
(District 36, Bed-Stuy, north-
ern Crown Heights) — stood 
among those showing support. 
Why was he there? “I have two 
daughters, ages 15 and 10,” he 
told Caribbean Life. “I’m tell-
ing them, they can do what-
ever they want to do. But, it’s 
not the whole truth, because of 
pay inequity.” With sincerity he 
continued, “In communities of 
color, women have always been 
head of households. I need to 
fight for women for equal pay.” 
He mentioned how he is in 
City Council’s “Men Who Get 
It Caucus.”  “We stand with 
women,” he said.

The passage of the New York 
Equal Pay Bill will outlaw wage 
secrecy policies and strengthen 
the enforcement of equal pay 
laws and discourage employers 
from unfair pay practices by 
increasing damages.

Compensation
Continued from page 3 
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Your name: (Please  print clearly)__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of nominee:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DanceAfrica, the nation’s largest 
African dance festival, returns to 
BAM for the 38th year with its tradi-
tional Memorial Day weekend extrav-
aganza of dance, music, film, and 
community events from May 22 - 25.

Brazil’s foremost folk dance com-
pany Balé Folclórico da Bahia leads 
this year’s program with the theme 
Brazilian rhythms. African roots. 
DanceAfrica 2015 also pays tribute to 
its beloved founder Charles “Chuck” 
Davis, who steps down as artistic 
director after this year’s festival.

About half of the 200 million Bra-
zilians can trace some part of their 
ancestry to Africa. Balé Folclórico 
da Bahia reflects that heritage. The 
32-member ensemble of dancers, 
musicians, and singers performs rep-
ertory based on Bahian (a northern 
state) folkloric dances of African ori-
gin and includes slave dances, capoe-
ira (a form of martial arts), samba, 
and those that celebrate Carnival. 
The company is known for its high-
energy dance which often rouses 
the audience to their feet and dance 

in the aisles. In addition, Bambara 
Drum and Dance Ensemble from the 
Bronx and Brooklyn’s BAM/Restora-
tion DanceAfrica Ensemble return to 
the festival this year.

This is the last year that DanceAf-
rica will be led by its founding artis-
tic director Chuck Davis. Starting in 
1977 with his own company and an 
“African Village” in the BAM Lep-
ercq Space, Davis directed the festival 
continuously for almost four decades 
and nurtured it to become BAM’s 

At BAM’s DanceAfrica 2015

Continued on Page 38

Harlem School of the Arts (HSA) 
Theatre Department presents “The 
Colored Museum” written by George C. 
Wolfe directed by Alfred Preisser. “The 
Colored Museum” takes the audience 
on a journey through the Black Ameri-
can experience. 

An unforgettable cast of characters 
brings George C. Wolfe’s “personal exor-
cism” of Black cultural myths to life 
through the humor, pain, and shock-
ingly brutal honesty of Wolfe’s writing. 
This production of the 1986 work main-
tains it’s timelessness, while inserting 
elements of the current Black experi-
ence for a new audience all performed 
and interpreted by the Harlem School 
of the Arts theater students ages 13-18.

“The Colored Museum” will run on 
the weekends of Friday, April 24 - Sun-

By Vinette K. Pryce
Hats off to the new ‘Spectacular’ cur-

rently presented for a limited engage-
ment until May 7 at Radio City Music 
Hall. With all the seasonable specta-
cles staged since 1932 when the venue 
first opened followed by the “Glory of 
Easter” the following year, the annual 
‘Magnificent Christmas Spectacular, 
this year the New York Spring Spectac-
ular” boasts a live and alluring 21st cen-
tury salute to the city that never sleeps. 
Starring the world-famous Rockettes, 
Laura Benanti and Derek Hough co-
stars to showcase jaw-dropping dance 

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Balé Folclórico da Bahia brings its crowd-rousing dance to Brooklyn. Photo by Wendall Wagner

Spring salute

The Colored 
Museum

BRAZILIAN BRAZILIAN 
RHYTHMSRHYTHMS

The Rockettes tap dance in Central 
Park during a rain scene. 
 Photos courtesy Radio City Music Hall 

productions
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New Yorkers are in for a 
mother’s day treat on May 9 
when Jamaica’s queen of the 
universe Kaci Fennell sings, 
dances and charms audiences 
at the annual tribute concert 
slated for Brooklyn Center at 
Brooklyn College.

The Miss Universe fourth 
placed runner up at the 63rd 
annual pageant held Jan. 25 
is booked to perform along-
side a long list of soca and 
calypso talents and promises 
to do more than show off her 
jeweled tiara.

According to Herman Hall, 
publisher of Everybody’s Maga-
zine and the organizer of the 
“Mother We Love You” con-
cert “she really can dance and 
sing.”

His assurance places her 
among veteran performers that 
claim Caribbean audiences 
their primary focus for enter-
taining. 

Hall added that anyone who 
saw her perform during the tel-
evised pageant should be con-
vinced that in addition to beau-
ty, Fennell is also talented.

The 22-year-old stunner who 
reportedly “rocked” a Halle 

Berry/Audrey Hepburn hair-
style was judged earlier this 
year in Florida when she com-
peted against contestants from 
more than 24 countries. 

Fennell proved an early 
favorite and by pageant night 
after the swimsuit, evening 
gown and costume segments 
seemed the victor. 

First called as a finalist after 
a segment Fennell seemed well 
on her way to being crowned 
the Miss Universe of the year.

However, she hit a slippery 
slope during the final question 
and answer portion when along 
with Miss USA, Miss Colom-
bia, Miss Netherlands and Miss 
Ukraine were asked about the 
greatest contribution of their 
country to the world.

Fennell named reggae music 
legend Bob Marley and the 
world’s fastest short-distance 
runner Usain Bolt as those she 
thought to be the best exam-

ples. 
A universal groan in her 

homeland and as television 
viewers watched lamented her 
oversight of the contributions 
of Marcus Mosiah Garvey, the 
island’s alluring beauty, its food 
and other seemingly more obvi-
ous examples she overlooked.

After that segment, the 
final round of competitions, 
all hopes of a Caribbean queen 
diminished when she was first 
to be eliminated from the final 
five.

Fans inside the auditorium 
protested shouting boos and 
jeers starting a conversation 
about the decision that some 
attributed to her short-cropped 
hair.

The controversy grew loud-
er on Twitter and other social 
media outlets, broadening in 
newspapers and amplified on 
television and radio declaring 
“Kaci was robbed.”

The gracious Jamaican 
monarch responded that she 
thought the outcome was fair 
and that she was grateful for 
the opportunity to represent 
her country.

“Well, it was totally unex-
pected. I was so proud that 
I made the top five,” Fennell 
explained. 

“It was such an amazing 
feeling. I believe it went exactly 

how it should. I’m so happy 
I had this opportunity. It’s a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity.”

The graceful Kingston native 
said she had no regrets.

“It’s only up from here … but 
I’m still focused on my studies. 
I do want to be a teacher, that’s 
my passion! I love kids! I also 
want to be a chef.”

 Catch You On the Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Jamaican Kaci Fennell. 

Jamaican queen to serenade ‘Everybody’s Mom’



Caribbean Life, April 17-23, 2015 37  BQ

GRAND OPENING!

MEAT DISHES

OXTAILS
CURRIED GOAT
STEW COWFOOT
STEW PEAS
STEW BEEF/CHICKEN

ROTI

CHICKEN
BEEF
GOAT
SHRIMP
CONCH

FISH/SEAFOOD

CURRIED CRAB
CURRIED SHRIMP
STEW SHRIMP
STEW CONCH
SNAPPER
SALMON

SOUPS

BEEF
CHICKEN
COWFOOT
FISH 
RED PEAS

SALADS

MACARONI
POTATOES
STEAM CABBAGE
CUCUMBERS AND 
TOMATOES

SIDE ORDERS

BBQ WINGS
JERK WINGS
JERK CHICKEN LEGS
BEEF SHISH KEBAB
CHICKEN SHISH KEBAB
SHRIMP SHISH KEBAB
MACARONI PIE
FRIED PLANTAIN
VEGGIE LO MEIN

DRINKS

LOCAL FRUIT DRINKS 
AND JUICE

We accept all major credit cards. We cater for all occasions.
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routines that bests themselves 
with magical twirls and whirls 
to overwhelm. The leg-lifting, 
high-kicking dancers maintain 
credibility delivering a wealth 
of wonderful treats and eye-
candy. And with Hough, chore-
ographer from “Dancing With 
The Stars” in the lead, all eyes 
focus forward from the waist 
down to follow the fancy foot-
steps.

That Hough jets back 
and forth to the west coast 
every week in order to fulfill 
his duties on both the reality 

dance-off television show and 
this spectacular live, presen-
tation must be exhausting to 
conceive much less execute. 

But throughout the specta-
cle, Hough shines and never 
seems jet-lagged or exhausted.

Celebrities joining the cast 
are Whoopi Goldberg, Tina 
Fey, Amy Poehler, Walt Fra-
zier, John Leguizamo, Michael 
Strachan, 50 Cent, Kelly Ripa, 
Paddington Bear, the Easter 
Bunny and an even longer list 
of well-known personalities.

Beyonce’s “Run The World,” 
Demi Lovato’s “Neon Lights” 
and Taylor Swift’s “Welcome to 
New York” add to a soundtrack 
that spotlights New York in a 
spectacular way.

longest-running and one of its 
most popular programs, with 
indoor and outdoor perform-
ances, a bazaar, films, visual 
arts, educational events, and 
community components.

More than 80 companies 
from the Ivory Coast, Congo, 
Kenya, Zimbabwe, Zaire, 
Benin, Uganda, Ghana, Cuba, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Peru, Zambia, 
Madagascar, Brazil, and all 
across the U.S. have participat-
ed in the festival over the years, 
demonstrating the wide range 
of African and African diaspo-
ran dances. “After 38 years, 
I’m happily moving aside to 
allow for fresh new ideas from 
my ‘Danceson’ Brother Abdel 
Salaam,” said Davis.

Abdel R. Salaam assumes 
the title of artistic director for 
DanceAfrica 2016. Davis will con-
tinue to be involved as artistic 
director emeritus. The DanceA-
frica community pays tribute to 
its beloved “Baba Chuck” at the 
performance on May 25.

On Saturday, May 16, the stu-
dents from Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Restoration will also present 
a special tribute to Davis, who 
singlehandedly shaped their 
African dance program. The 
tribute will be held at Bedford-

Stuyvesant Restoration Plaza 
(1368 Fulton St., Brooklyn) at 
1:00 p.m.

A Tribute to the Ancestors 
ceremony will be held at 10:00 
a.m. on May 16 at the Week-
sville Heritage Center (1698 
Bergen St., Brooklyn). This 
traditional ceremony, which 
includes dancing and music by 
participating artists, is an inte-
gral part of DanceAfrica that 
honors elders who have passed 
on. The event is free and open 
to the public.

The Memorial Day week-
end celebration also includes 
the popular DanceAfrica out-
door Bazaar which hosts more 
than 150 vendors selling crafts, 
food, and fashion; FilmAfrica, 
a BAMcinématek film series 
at BAM Rose Cinemas; master 
classes for families and adults; 
and a Late Night Dance Party 
at BAMcafé.

The 2015 recipients of the 
Samuel H. Scripps BAM Schol-
arship for post-secondary edu-
cation will be presented with 

their awards on the BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera House 
stage. Inspired by the spirit 
of DanceAfrica, BAM Trustee 
Richard Feldman launched the 
Samuel H. Scripps BAM Schol-
arship Fund in 2008, in mem-
ory of former BAM Trustee and 
arts patron Samuel Scripps.

The scholarship exclusively 
benefits students who have 
participated in BAM’s arts edu-
cation programs, including the 
DanceAfrica Education initia-
tive.

Continued from page 35 

day, May 3. Tickets can be 
purchased at:http://hsanyc.
org/coloredmuseum2015. The 
show will take place on Har-
lem School of the Arts Theat-
er stage, which is located at: 
Harlem School of the Arts, 
645 St. Nicholas Avenue, Har-
lem, New York 10030.

“I chose this play to test the 
young company’s boundaries, 
also as a way to introduce them 
to a wealth of cultural and his-
torical references,” states Alfred 
Preisser, artistic director, Har-
lem School of the Arts, who has 
just been named the first artis-
tic director in Harlem School 
of the Art’s 50-year history, 
and “The Colored Museum” 
marks the first production at 
the school under his tenure. He 
adds, “This is our first show of 
2015 and we have a rich cast of 
multi-talented youth who are in 
various departments at Harlem 
School of the Arts, audiences 
will be amazed by the technique 
and talent of these teens.” 

The seminal American play 
also features the classis music of 
Aretha Franklin, Michael Jack-

son, Diana Ross, and the Temp-
tations; as well famous African 
American literary pieces.

The Colored Museum 
Show Details

Performance Dates: 
• Friday April 24 
 7:00 p.m. 
• Saturday April 25 
 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
• Sunday April 26 
 3:00 p.m.
• Friday May 1
 7:00 p.m.
• Saturday May 2 
 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
• Sunday May 3 
 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Continued from page 35 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Style
Taylor Swift

Love Me Like I Do
Ellie Goulding

Sugar
Maroon 5

Uptown Funk!
Mark Ronson

Thinking Out Loud
Ed Sheeran

Earned It (Fifty Shades..)
The Weeknd

Somebody
Natalie La Rose

Time of Our Lives
Pitbull & Ne-Yo

Blank Space
Taylor Swift

One Last Time
Ariana Grande

The Album About Nothing
Wale

Ludaversal
Ludacris

Kintsugi
Death Cab for Cutie

Furious 7
Soundtrack

Carrie & Lowell
Sufjan Stevens

To Pimp A Butterfly
Kendrick Lamar

Day of the Dead
Holywood Undead

Human
Three Days Grace

Southern Style
Darius Rucker

V
Maroon 5

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Balé Folclórico da Bahia will be featured at DanceAfrica 2015 at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. Photo by Wendall Wagner

Rehearsals for New York Spring Spectacular take place at 
Radio City Music Hall. Photo by Angela Cranford

The Colored Museum

Continued from page 35 

Rockettes

DANCE
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By Kam Williams 
The late Paul Walker (1973-

2013) was best known for play-
ing Brian O’Conner, a char-
ismatic lead character of the 
Fast and Furious franchise. 
During a break in the filming 
of this seventh installment, he 
perished in a fiery crash away 
from the set while being driven 
in a Porsche by his friend and 
financial advisor, Roger Rodas.    

Putting the production on 
hiatus, director James Wan 
(The Conjuring) consulted with 
Walker’s family before deciding 
to complete the project. After 

revising the script, he resumed 
shooting, using Paul’s younger 
brothers, Caleb and Cody, as 
body doubles.

Between the delays and 
complications flowing from the 
overhaul, the picture’s budget 
ballooned to over a quarter-
billion dollars. Nevertheless, 
the rewrite was undeniably 

well-worth all the effort, since 
“Furious 7” is easily the best 
offering from the series by far, 
for it’s the first to convincing-
ly combine sincere sentiment 
with its trademark swagger and 
spectacular action sequences.

Yes, it remains mostly a 
muscle car demolition derby 
featuring an array of sensa-

tional stunts, destroying 230 
automobiles along the way. But 
it’s also a touching tribute to 
the much-beloved Paul Walk-
er, poignant homage carefully 
crafted to ensure there won’t 
be a dry eye in the house when 
the closing credits roll.

At the point of departure, 
we’re reintroduced to Deck-

ard Shaw (Jason Statham), 
a trained assassin hell-bent 
on avenging the death of his 
brother, the diabolical villain 
who met his demise during the 
climax of the previous episode. 
Deckard’s already killed Han 
(Sung Kang), so gang leader 
Dom (Vin Diesel) encourages 
his wife (Michelle Rodriguez) 
and the rest of his ragtag crew 
of mercenaries to regroup in 
order to avoid the risk of get-
ting picked off one-by-one, 
since there’s strength in num-
bers.

However, coaxing brother-
in-law Brian out of retirement 
isn’t easy, now that he’s set-
tled down in suburbia and has 
already started a family with 
Mia (Jordana Brewster). By 
contrast, unencumbered play-
boys Roman (Tyrese) and Tej 
(Ludacris) are game for anoth-
er round of bombastic vehicu-
lar warfare, especially given the 
addition to the team of a cute 
computer hacker (Nathalie 
Emmanuel) whose affections 
they can compete for.

“Furious 7”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for 
pervasive violence 
and mayhem, 
suggestive content 
and brief profanity
Running time: 
137 minutes
Distributor: 
Universal Pictures

 Alex of Venice (R for pro-
fanity, sexual references 
and drug use) Midlife cri-
sis drama about a worka-
holic attorney (Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead) sud-
denly forced to reorder 
her priorities after being unceremoni-
ously dumped by her frustrated, stay-
at-home husband (Chris Messina). With 
Don Johnson, Derek Luke and Troy 
Garity. 

Antarctic Edge: 70 Degrees South 
(Unrated) Eco-documentary following a 
team of scientists in a race against time to 
understand the rate of planetary climate 
change at the fastest-warming place on 
the planet.

Beneath the Helmet (Unrated) Com-
ing-of-age documentary chronicling the 
transformation of five high school grad-
uates drafted into the Israeli army to 
defend their country. (In Hebrew with 
subtitles)

Beyond the Reach (R for violence) Sus-
pense thriller about a high-rolling corpo-
rate executive (Michael Douglas) playing 
a very dangerous game with his young 
guide (Jeremy Irvine) during a hunting 
trip in the Mojave Desert. Cast includes 
Martin Palmer, David Garver and Hanna 
Mangan Lawrence.  

Felix and Meira (R for nudity and 
sexuality) Romance drama, set in Mon-
treal, about the love which blossoms 
between a loner (Martin Dubreuil) and 
the sheltered, Hasidic housewife (Hadas 
Yaron) he meets in a bakery. With Luzer 

Twersky, Benoit Girard, Melissa Weisz 
and Anne-Elisabeth Bosse. (In French, 
Yiddish, English, Hebrew, Spanish and 
Italian with subtitles)

The Human Experiment (Unrated) 
Cautionary documentary, narrated by 
Sean Penn, warning of the dangers lurk-
ing in a variety of everyday household 
products containing toxic chemicals.

Monkey Kingdom (G) Nature docu-
mentary, narrated by Tina Fey, examin-
ing a family of monkeys living among 
ancient ruins in a Sri Lankan jungle. 
The film primarily focuses on one young 
mother’s struggle to survive while caring 
for her newborn son.   

Mr. X (Unrated) Sci-fi thriller about a 
man (Emraan Hashmi) who morphs into  
a revenge-minded vigilante after develop-
ing the superpower of invisibility. With 
Amyra Dastur, Arunoday Singh and Nora 
Fatehi. (In Hindi with subtitles)

The Road Within (R for sexuality, 
nudity, drug use and pervasive profanity) 
Cross-country dramedy about a Tourette’s 
sufferer (Robert Sheehan) who, accompa-
nied by an anorexic (Zoe Kravitz) and an 
obsessive-compulsive (Dev Patel), escapes 
from a treatment center in order to scat-
ter his recently-deceased mother’s ashes 
in the ocean. Featuring Kyra Sedgwick, Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

The late Paul Walker in a scene from the movie “Furious 7.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

Walker’s Swan song proves well worth the wait

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284

info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 5
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

NEED A GETAWAY?

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Continued on Page 41
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

LOW IMPACT 
ZUMBA

APRIL 17: Emblemhealth Neighborhood Care, 
206-20 Linden Blvd, Queens; (866) 539–0999; 11 
am–noon; Free. Join us for a fitness class that’s 
friendly and fun. It uses the Zumba formula, with 
modified moves and pacing for active older people 
and those just starting their journey to a fit and 
healthy lifestyle. Be sure to let your doctor know 
you’ll be taking part in an

RHYTHM & 
FLOW YOGA
APRIL 21: Emblemhealth Neighborhood Care, 
206-20 Linden Blvd., Queens; (866) 539–0999; 
www.ehnc.com/Locations/Cambria-Heights.aspx; 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. This Vinyasa yoga class 
teaches us to create a union between our mind and 
our body, allowing our mind to focus on what our 
body is experiencing during yoga practice.

STARTING A BIZ
APRIL 17: Starting a Business at 50+: New 
American Chamber-Commerce, 26 Court St., 
Suite 701, Downtown Brooklyn, Brooklyn; (718) 
722–9217; info@mynacc.org; www.mynacc.
org; 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon; Free.  Whether 
you are interested in starting a small business 
right away or are intending to wait until after 
retirement, now is the time to explore the pos-
sibilities. 

LONG-RUNNING
IDENTIFICATION ENROLLMENT: 
The Bronx; Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 9:00 a.m.– 9:00 p.m., Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., 
Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m., Now – 
Friday, June 26; Free. Make your appoint-
ment today - NYC is offering a free ID 
card for all city residents. Enrollment in 
the program provides access to services 
and programs offered by the City as well 
as by businesses. Holder may gain access 
to all City buildings that provide services 
to the public and is an accepted form of 
identification for accessing numerous 
City programs and services. Benefits also 
include a free one-year membership at 
many of the City’s leading museums, zoos, 
concert halls, and botanical gardens

WOMEN ARTISTS IN PLACE: Jamaica 
Center for the Arts & Learning, 153rd 
St. and Jamaica Ave., Queens; (718) 
658–7400; www.jcal.org; Daily, 10:00 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Now – Thursday, May 28; 
Free. This an exciting exhibit featuring 
the works of 10 women. 

“KEHINDE WILEY: A New Republic”: 
Brooklyn Museum, 200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue, Brooklyn; (718) 
638–5000; www.brooklynmuseum.org; 
Wednesdays and Fridays – Sundays, 11:00 
a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. 
– 10:00 p.m., Now – Sunday, May 24; $16 
suggested. The first museum survey of 
Brooklyn artist Kehinde Wiley’s prolific 
career. 

BROOKLYN MUSEUM EXHIBITION: 
Basquiat: Brooklyn Museum, 200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue, Brooklyn; 
(718) 638–5000; www.brooklynmuseum.
org; Wednesdays and Fridays – Sundays, 
11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Thursdays, 11:00 
a.m. – 10:00 p.m.; Adults $16, students 
with ID $10, 62+ $10, 19 and under 
Free. Brooklyn-born artist Jean-Michel 
Basquiat filled numerous notebooks with 
poetry fragments, wordplay, sketches, 
and personal observations ranging from 
street life and popular culture to themes 
of race, class, and world history. The first 
major exhibition of the artist’s notebooks, 
Basquiat: The Unknown Notebooks fea-
tures 160 pages of these rarely seen docu-
ments, along with related works on paper 
and large-scale paintings.

YOUTH MADE MEDIA (Y2M2): Hunts 
Point Recreation Center, 75 Manida St. at 
Spofford Ave., The Bronx; (212) 360–3327; 
jheffler@ciyparksfoundation.org; www.
cityparksfoundation.org; Weekdays, 3:00 
p.m. – 6:00 p.m., Now – Sunday, May 31; 
Free. Students 11 to 15 years old receive 
instruction in Media Arts linked to Envi-
ronmental Science. In addition, children 
receive homework help, go on field trips, 
watch movies and so much more. Regis-
tration is required. 

THE BIG TERRIFIC COMEDY SHOW: 
Cameo Gallery, 93 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry Street, Brook-
lyn; (718) 302–1180; www.cameony.net; 

Wednesdays, 8 pm,; Free.Standup comedy, 
hosted by Max Silvestri. 

FRI., APRIL 17
STARTING A BUSINESS AT 50+: New 
American Chamber-Commerce, 26 Court 
Street, Suite 701, Downtown Brooklyn, 
Brooklyn; (718) 722–9217; info@mynacc.
org; www.mynacc.org; 10:00 a.m. –12 
noon; Free. Are you nearing retirement 
and exploring new opportunities? Or, 
are you wondering how you will gener-
ate income once you retire? A growing 
number of individuals over the age of 50 
(encore entrepreneurs) are turning to 
small business ownership. Whether you 
are interested in starting a small busi-
ness right away or are intending to wait 
until after retirement, now is the time to 
explore the possibilities. 

COMEDY/ VARIETY SHOW: Otto’s 
Shrunken Head, 538 E 14th St New York, 
NY, Brooklyn; (347) 885–3466; www.
ottosshrunkenhead.com; 7:00 p.m.; No 
Cover. ”No Name... & A Bag O’ Chips” 
comedy / variety will feature performers 
comedian / podcaster Liam McEneaney 
(Tell Your Friends), Liz Miele (Comedy 

Central’s “The Daily Show With Jon Stew-
art”), Lisa Corrao (South Beach Comedy 
Festival) and a few surprises. The show 
will be followed by No Name house band 
The Summer Replacements, including 
Carl (BabyFreak) Fortunato) and Fern-
ando (Dr. Sandman) Morales Gonzalez, 
performing a full set of soul, R&B classics 
and original tunes at 9:00 p.m. 

SAT., APRIL 18
INTRO TO TAI CHI QIGONG: Emblem 
Neighborhood Healthcare, 215 W 125 
Street New York, NY 10027, Brooklyn; 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.; Free. Join us to 
experience the healing benefits of tai chi. 
It’s easy on the joints, helps reduce stress 
and can improve flexibility and balance. 
While tai chi is generally safe for all ages 
and fitness levels, please let your doctor 
know that you will be taking an exercise 
class. Wear comfortable, loose-fitting 
clothes. RSVP: 1-866-469-0999 (Call to 
reserve.)

ST. VINCENT AND THE GREN-
ADINES- USA SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
MEETING: The Friends of Crown Heights 
Center, 671 Prospect Place, Brooklyn; 

(718) 344–7920; svgdiaspora@gmail.com; 
4:00 p.m. A special and historic sports 
meeting of the newly created SVG-USA 
Sports Association will be organized 
by the St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Diaspora Committee of New York Inc. The 
objectives of the meeting are to: adopt a 
constitution, adopt a plan of archives for 
2015, and hold elections for the Executive 
Committee of the new SVG-USA Sports 
Association. All interested sports enthu-
siasts are invited to this meeting. Various 
sporting personalities representing soccer, 
track and field, cricket, netball, tennis, etc 
have already shown interest. for additional 
information Contact Maxwell Haywood 
(718) 344-7920, email:maxwellhaywood@
aol.com; Samuel Gordon at (917) 365-
7125, email straight5252@hotmail.
com; Peter Burke (646) 761-0605, email: 
poski0517@gmail.com. 

TUES., APRIL 21
HOMEOWNERS REFINANCE SEMI-
NAR: NHS of East Flatbush, 2806 Church 
Ave., (between Nostrand & Rogers 
avenues) Brooklyn, NY 11226, Brooklyn; 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.; Free. Homeown-
ers become more financially savvy, learn 
about the pros and cons of refinance. 
Sponsored by Neighborhood Housing 
Services of East Flatbush, a not-for-profit 
housing organization. To reserve space, 
call 718-469-4679 or email infoef_01@
nhsnyc.org. 

HOMEBUYERS SEMINAR: Shorefront 
Y, 3300 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 
11235, Brooklyn; 6:30 p.m.; Free. The first 
step toward homeownership begins with 
education. Learn about grants, affordable 
mortgages, closing cost assistance and 
building your homeownership team. To 
reserve space or for more information, call 
(347) 982-2720 or email laura_mckenna@
nhsnyc.org. 

THURS., APRIL 23
SUMMER 2015 REGISTRATION IN 
FLUSHING: YWCA of Queens, 4207 Par-
sons Blvd., Flushing NY 11355, Queens; 
(718) 353–4553; 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.; Free. 
The Fresh Air Fund representatives and 
community members will gather to kick 
off efforts aimed at giving more children 
in Flushing enriching Fresh Air experi-
ences, free of charge. The Fresh Air Fund 
will discuss its initiatives to reach out to 
new immigrant groups, and Korean, Chi-
nese, and Spanish translators will be on 
hand to provide program and registration 
information to guests. Food, games, and 
refreshments will be provided. Families 
are welcome and encouraged to register 
their children for Fresh Air programs at 
the event.

Compiled By Natalie Henry
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Ali Hillis and Cooper Roth.
Shake the Dust (Unrated) Hip-hop 

documentary examining the influence 
of breakdancing in poor neighbor-
hoods all over the world, from Colom-
bia to Cambodia to Uganda. 

The Squeeze (PG-13 for sexuali-
ty, profanity, drug use and mature 
themes) Crime caper about a notorious 
gambler (Christopher McDonald) who 
enlists a modest golf prodigy (Jeremy 
Sumpter) into playing a series of high-
stakes matches against unsuspecting 
suckers. With Michael Nouri, Jason 
Dohring and Katherine LaNasa.  

True Story (R for profanity and 
disturbing material) Fact-based cat-
and-mouse caper about a disgraced 
New York Times reporter’s (Jonah Hill) 
investigation of the jailed murder sus-

pect (James Franco) who had assumed 
his identity while on the run from the 
FBI. With Felicity Jones, Gretchen Mol 
and Betty Gilpin.

BIG BUDGET FILMS   
Child 44 (R for violence, profanity, 

disturbing images and a sex scene) 
Screen adaptation of Tom Rob Smith’s 
best-selling political thriller of the 
same name, set behind the Iron Cur-
tain in 1953, about a disgraced Sovi-
et spy (Tom Hardy) who joins forces 
with his wife (Noomi Rapace) and an 
army general (Gary Oldman) to track 
down a pedophilic serial killer preying 
on young boys. With Joel Kinnaman, 
Charles Dance, Paddy Considine and 
Victor Cassel. 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2 (PG for mild 
violence) Kevin James reprises the 
title role in this slapstick-driven sequel 
which finds the hapless hero on vaca-
tion in Vegas with his college-bound 
daughter (Raini Rodriguez) until he 
instinctively jumps into action when 
duty calls. With Neal McDonough, 
Nicholas Turturro and Loni Love.

Unfriended (R for violence, sexuality, 
teen drug and alcohol abuse, and per-
vasive profanity) Found footage horror 
flick revolving around a half-dozen 
teens who find themselves terrorized 
over the internet by a stranger seeking 
vengeance for a classmate shamed into 
killing herself a year earlier. Ensemble 
cast includes Cal Barnes, Matthew 
Bohrer, Courtney Halverson, Shelley 
Hennig, Renee Olstead and Will Peltz.     

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

Indie Films
Continued from page 39 

The West Indian American Day Car-
nival Association (WIADCA) will be 
holding its annual Children’s Carnival 
Costume Construction & Design Work-
shops from Saturday May 9 to June 20.

Parents are invited to register their 
children ages six and over for the free 
workshops on a “first come-first served 
basis.” Space is limited! Workshops will 
be held every Saturday at 325 Rogers 
Ave. (Between Montgomery & Sulli-
van) from 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Pre-
registration is required no later than 

Friday, April 24.   
The seven-week program includes 

Costume Design, Steelpan Rhythms, 
History and Traditions. A mini Kid-
dies Carnival Fiesta & Parade is part 
of the grand finale. This parade will be 
held on June 21 at Ronald McNair Park 
on Eastern Parkway (Washington & 
Classon) at 3:30 p.m. Participants who 
complete all seven sessions will receive 
certificates.    

For more information, please con-
tact:  WIADCA @ 718-467-1797.

Costume workshop
A small section of children learning to make costumes at a WIADCA 
workshop. Photo courtesy of WIADCA

A scene from the movie “Paul Blart: 
Mall Cop 2.”  
 Photo courtesy of rottentomatoes.com



42    Caribbean Life, April 17-23, 2015 BQ

$99
C O U N T Y

BROOKLYNCHRYSLER.COM  866-753-0895

All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 4/30/15.

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895

2011 Chrysler 300

$15,990

Auto, 3.6L V6,
28,362 Miles,
STK T01293,
Fully Equipped,
Keyless Start,
Runs Like New

2013 Chrysler Town & Country

$19,900

Auto, 3.6L V6,
30,537 Miles,
STK T01308,
Touring, Leather,
All Powers,
DVD Player

2012 Hyundai Sonata GLS

$14,980

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
35,794 Miles,
STK P01302,
Fully Equipped,
Sunroof, 
Heated Seats

2013 Hyundai Veloster Turbo

$15,990

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl,
22,963 Miles,
STK T01330,
Leather Interior,
Vista Sunroof,
Navigation

2014 Toyota Camry SE

$18,400

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl,
28,233 Miles,
STK P01192,
Fully Equipped,
Bluetooth, 
Fog Lights

2006 Nissan XTerra

$9,990

Auto, 4.0L V6,
81,287 Miles,
STK 6C535015,
Fully Equipped,
Runs Like New,
Clean Carfax

2009 Toyota Corolla LE

$12,300

Auto, 1.8L 4 Cyl,
36,164 Miles,
STK P01301,
Fully Equipped,
Sunroof,
Power Mirrors

2013 Hyundai Elantra Limited

$13,900

Auto, 1.8L 4 Cyl,
29,837 Miles,
STK P01300,
Fully Equipped,
Leather, 
Fog Lights

2012 Acura TSX Special Edition

$19,990

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
37,020 Miles,
STK T01294,
Fully Loaded,
Moonroof,
Fog Lights 

2015 CHRYSLER 200 LTD
2015 JEEP PATRIOT 

LATITUDE 4x42015 DODGE DART SXT 2015 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE 4x4

$99 /mo

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #CA193,  VIN FN655382,  
MSRP $25,475. Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos. 
 @ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $4,495 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $3,000 factory rebate 
& $1,541 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT520S,  VIN FD106546,  
MSRP $26,285. Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  

@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $3,995 plus  
1st mo. payment due at signing. $2,500 factory rebate 

& $1,708 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #DA037,  VIN FD182276, 
MSRP $21,140. Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  
@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $2,995 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $1,500 factory 
rebate & $1,292 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT460,  VIN FD246069, 
MSRP $25,390.  Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  

@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $3,495 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $2,500 factory 

rebate & $1,728 dealer discount included.

00 LTDTLTT0 LLLL D00000000 TDDDD 2015 DDODDGE DART SXTTTRADAAE00022 D2 EGGODGODDD S TST XX 22
22220000111555200115511155022

CCCOOOOMMMMPPPPAAAASSSSSSSS LLLLAAATTTIIIITTTTUUUUDDDDEEEE 4444xx4444201155 JJEEEEPP CCOO011 U 44xEI UDUDT DD 44xxx4APP S LLLMPO5 EJJJ CCCPP2

Lease one for only

/momomo
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BARGAINS
BARGAINS

at Kings County 
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By George H. Whyte
After struggling at 34 runs for 

three wickets in the first Test match 
at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in 
Antigua, the English batsmen stood 
to anchor their innings with some 
intelligent batting from the number 
four batsman, Ian Bill and Joe Root 

coming in at number five. Their 
partnership was 177 runs for the 
fourth wicket before Joe Root fell for 
83, bowled by Jerome Taylor.  

Earlier, the West Indies captain 
Denesh Ramdin won the toss and 
elected to take the field first. West 
Indies fast bowlers Jerome Taylor, 

Jason Holder and Kemar Roach all 
took one wicket each at 34 for 3 
before Ian Bell and Joes Root stead-
ied their innings. England ended day 
one 34 runs for five wickets, this is 
a great recovery from 34 for 3. Ian 
Bell scored 143 runs with 20 fours 

Intelligent batting sees them through

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Ali
The West Indies Cricket Board (WICB) 

is hoping to negotiate a deal with the 
Indian Cricket Board (BCCI) to have the 
controversial US$42 million claim repaid 
in matches and not cash.

WICB chief executive officer Michael 
Murihead said the board would send a 
delegation to India with the main objec-
tive of negotiating a settlement which 
would be amicable and would satisfy both 
parties.

“It could be that they could ask that 
instead of playing the Test matches that 
they play some more ODIs… it’s a matter 
of negotiations,” the Antigua Observer 
quoted Murihead as telling the Observer 
Radio’s Good Morning Jojo Sports Show.

Murihead said no talks had yet been 
initiated because of the BCCI’s recent 

By Robert Elkin
Junior Matthew Dawkins is in his first 

year of competing on the baseball team 
at Queens College. Last year he played 
and did extremely well at Bergen Com-
munity College.

A two-year graduate from junior col-
lege, Dawkins batted .419 and would like 
to hit this figure again or even better if 
at all possible, at his new ‘home’ Queens 
College, located in Flushing, New York.

“I did very good last year,” the start-
ing center fielder said. However, he has 
this season been recently struggling at 

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Junior Matthew Dawkins of Queens 
College. Photo courtesy of Queens College

Dawkins has 
slow start

Cricket debt

ENGLAND ENGLAND 
RECOVERSRECOVERS

England’s Ben Stokes plays a shot during the second day of their fi rst cricket Test match at the Sir Vivian 
Richards Cricket Ground in Antigua, Antigua and Barbuda, Tuesday, April 14, 2015. 
 Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan
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Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

888-485-4647

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
888-925-4647

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Offers subject to primary lender approval which may affect rate and or payment.  
Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

NAVI

BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
VERSA

Stk #1734, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, 15,687 mi. 

$11,995

$17,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
MURANO 
SV AWD

Stk #1681, 40,474 mi., V6, auto, all power, 
sunroof, bluetooth, alloys. 

2011 NISSAN
MAXIMA 
PREMIERE

Stk #1547, 6 cyl, auto, pwr steer/
brks/winds/lks/mirrs, 35k mi. 

$20,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN 
SENTRA

Stk #1725, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/
lks/mirrs, sunroof, 37,329 mi. 

$12,995
BUY FOR

PREMIERE
EDITION

2013 TOYOTA
COROLLA

$14,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1718, 4 cyl, pwr steer
/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, sunroof, 18,043 mi. 

2013 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO

$21,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1744, 6 cyl, auto, pwr
lks/mirrs/sts, leather, 31,943 mi. 

2011 HONDA
ACCORD 
EX-L

$15,995
BUY FOR

Stk #U4771, 21,889 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof,
lthr, htd & memory power sts., Bluetooth. 

2012 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA
TOURING

$11,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1714, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/
brks/winds/lks/mirrs, sunroof, 32,000 mi.  

2013 MAZDA
MAZDA3i

$13,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1742, 4 cyl, auto, pwr winds/
lks/mirrs, Bluetooth, 11,734 mi. 

NAVI

NEW TIRES 

2012 HONDA
PILOT 
EX-L

$25,995
BUY FOR

Stk #056591, 6 cyl, auto, all power, leather,
alloys, 3rd row, Bluetooth, 25,500 mi. 

FULLY LOADED

$0
DOWN 

AVAILABLE  

* *

BUY FOR

2011 HYUNDAI
SONATA GLS

Stk #1769, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/mirrs, 36,000 mi. 

$11,995

NAVI

$22,995BUY
FOR

2011 INFINITI
EX35 
AWD

Stk #U4832, 42,787 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, leather, 
Bluetooth, memory, heated sts., back up cam

NAVI

$25,995BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #U4906, V6, auto, AWD, all power, cd/mp3, 
Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts., 13,215 mi. 

$31,995BUY
FOR

2011 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4834, 25,165 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 
leather, back up cam, memory & htd sts.

BUY
FOR

2013 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #U4985, V6, auto, AWD, all power, cd/mp3, satellite
, bluetooth, htd/cooled sts., leather, 24,471 mi.

BUY
FOR

2013 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #U4983, V6, auto, AWD, all power, cd/mp3, satellite,
bluetooth, htd/cooled sts., leather, 19,877 mi.

$33,495BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
FX35

Stk #U4857, V6, auto, AWD, all power, alum whls, leather, 
premium sound systm, 25,331 mi.  

$35,995BUY
FOR

2013 INFINITI
JX35
AWD

Stk #U4986, V6, auto, AWD, all power, cd/mp3, satellite,
power liftgate, Bluetooth, alloys, 41,321 mi. 

NAVI

$34,995BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4841, 15,762 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, nav, moonroof, leather,

heated/cooled memory sts., Bluetooth, back up cam. 

KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

BUY FOR

2010 INFINITI
EX35 AWD

Stk #U4773, 44,478 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, moonroof, leather, heated seats,

$22,995

$25,495

$26,495
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the plate.
Matthew is originally from 

Englewood, New Jersey, but 
his father is a native of Jamai-
ca, West Indies, where his 
sport was not baseball, but was 
soccer. His father moved north 
from Jamaica to New York at a 
young age.

“Coming from New Jersey, 
my father tries to make the 
games,” he said. “He cheers 
me on. One thing that my 
father tells me is that school 
(academics) is important, to 
work hard and do what you 
love. Sometimes he would talk 

to me about the games (other-
wise) he’s just a father figure).

“Now I stay in the dorms 
(on campus) instead of making 
the trip to Englewood every 
day.”

Matthews’ mother who 
is also from Jamaica, West 
Indies, encourages her son to 
study hard. 

“She tells me to graduate 
and get a degree,” the six-foot 
left handed batter continued 
early in the season.

Matt came to Queens Col-
lege because he thought it 
would be a great opportu-
nity to continue sports and 
his academics. He wanted to 
help rebuild the program at 
Queens College and help to 

bring many players to contrib-
ute to the team.

“I like living on campus 
and it’s fun to do so,” the  
student athlete added. “It’s a 
big campus here. The coaches 
are doing a good (overall) job. 
(despite the record).”

All the student athlete wants 
to do is to get the wins for the 
Knights. “That’s what we think 
about,” he summed up.

At press time, Queens has 
a below .500 overall record 
and is struggling a bit. They 
compete in a tough East Coast 
Conference, comprising Divi-
sion II colleges from the met-
ropolitan New York area and 
even upstate.

and one six before he was bowled by fast 
bowler Kemar Roach. Ben Stokes ended 
day one on 71 runs not out.  

England middle order batsmen have 
all scored useful scores in a remarkable 
recovery after a shaky start. West Indies 
lost the momentum as the England 
batsmen concentrated fully on their 

recovery on a flat wicket. The West 
Indies team was better off batting first 
because after a few overs, the wicket 
gets flatter and great for batting.

Why Is Sulieman Benn In The 
West Indies Squad?

Barbados left-arm spinner Sulie-
man Benn is not effective  as a wicket 
taker in One-Day Internationals nor 

Test cricket. Benn bowls one type of 
slow bowling frequently without any 
significant change. No faster balls, no 
straight bowling and of course he has 
no extraordinary turn of the ball.  

Benn was a World Cup failure and 
now he is a Test cricket failure. Since in 
South Africa with the last series West 
Indies against South Africa, Benn’s per-
formance was very poor. 

It is about time that Clive Lloyd 
selects a spinner who is prepared to take 
up tough challenges and one who uses 
his knowledge of cricket take wickets. 
Spinners must be wicket takers. Nikita 
Miller is a better bowler than Sulieman 
Benn? Miller is a useful batsman also 
Benn went wicket less for 85 runs on 
day one.

Continued from page 43 

ENGLAND PUTS ON A GREAT SHOW
West Indies’ Jermaine Blackwood, left, and Shivnarine Chanderpaul run during the second day of he fi rst cricket Test match against England at the Sir 
Vivian Richards Cricket Ground in Antigua, Antigua and Barbuda, Tuesday, April 14, 2015. Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan

elections, which left the body 
without major positions, such 
as a CEO and secretary, in 
place.

The Jamaican said the 
WICB would be looking to set 
up a meeting to discuss the 
issue of settlement.

“The resolution is simple 
that we will have the payoff 
repaid in matches, cricket,” he 
said.

Only in January, WICB pres-
ident Dave Cameron wrote to 
the BCCI insisting on a “crick-
eting solution” to the impasse.

He said the regional board 
was open to “bilateral or mul-
tilateral discussions” and also 
proposed mediation or some 
“other suitable form or alter-
native dispute resolution as 
may be appropriate.”

 The BCCI is seeking US$42 
million in damages to com-
pensate for the canceled One-
Day and Test tour last Octo-
ber, after West Indies One-
Day players pulled out of the 
planned five-match series 
after the fourth game in Dhar-
amsala.

 Their move forced the 
WICB to also pull the plug on 
the three-match series that 
was supposed to follow.

Continued from page 43 

Cricket
Continued from page 43 

Dawkins 
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$2,500
up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
first two car payments 
when you buy from us!
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned 
to dealer. See store for details. Offer expires 4/30/2015.

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210

s13588vw

My name is Tony Urrutia, and I am the General Manager of Plaza Auto Mall coming to you today with a huge 
o�er that’s valid now through April 30th, 2015 Only! We will give you up to $2,500 towards your �rst two car 
payments when you buy from us! Come check out our huge inventory of Hondas, Hyundais, KIAs, Toyotas, and 
Acuras…as well as over 300 pre�owned cars! We are Brooklyn’s largest auto dealership, and that means if you 
need credit, WE CAN SHOW YOU AN APPROVAL!

I look forward to seeing you at any of our four locations on Nostrand Avenue in Brooklyn. And please DO NOT 
WAIT, this is a time sensitive o�er that expires on April 30th, 2015! Please call to schedule an appointment today 
at 855-979-0236.

Tony Urrutia 
General Manager 
Plaza Auto Mall 
2740 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210 
855-979-0236

Attention Local Residents!  
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS,  
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
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For Jamaicans who live over-
seas, Grace Foods is a symbol of 
authentic and uncompromis-
ingly delicious Jamaican foods, 
and this year Grace will again 
throw its support behind the 
prestigious Penn Relays, with 
severals initiatives directed at 
benefiting both athletes and 
spectators, who are expected 
to descend on the April 23-25 
meet.

Now in its 121st year, the 
Penn Relays, hosted by the 
University of Pennsylvania, has 
long been a prominent exhibi-
tion for Jamaican high-school 
teams against a rich backdrop 
of Jamaican supporters. The 
company’s involvement at 
Penn Relays is part of a larger 
commitment that Grace Foods 
has undertaken to foster and 
promote the development of 
Jamaica’s track and field pro-
gram. Only a few weeks ago, 
Grace Kennedy was again the 
lead sponsor of the ISSA Boys 
& Girls Championship, famil-
iarly called ‘Champs’, at the 
National Stadium in Kingston, 

Jamaica that saw the shatter-
ing of the national junior 400 
meters record, blazed by KC’s 
Akeen Bloomfield in 44.93 sec-
onds and several other high 
school records.

Grace Kennedy has been 
involved with Champs since 
2007 as title sponsors of the 
event. With sponsorship assist-
ance from Grace, Jamaican ris-
ing track and field stars have 
managed to maintain their 
dominance on the world stage, 
always bringing much glory to 
the black, gold and green. The 
company’s support of Jamaican 
athletes will continue in Penn-
sylvania this year with Grace 
Foods providing food and bev-
erages through its sponsorship 
of Team Jamaica Bickle (TJB) 
which will host hundreds of 
Caribbean high school athletes 
along with Caribbean Food 
Delights.

“Grace is pleased to con-
tinue its support to TJB and 
the Penn Relays annual event. 
The relays serve as a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase the 

prowess of a number of our top 
athletes from Jamaica and the 
wider Caribbean” said Michael 
Ranglin, president and CEO 
of GraceKennedy USA LLC. 
“Our participation at the Penn 
Relays is also a great way to 
build awareness of our Food 
brand, interact with our con-
sumers and to be exposed to a 
wider audience.”

TJB has been a shining 
example of what the spirit of 
engagement can yield. The 
organization dons its ̀ host-cap’ 
to welcome athletes, coaches 
and volunteers from Jamaica 
and across the region, namely; 
Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vin-
cent & the Grenadines, team 
Bahamas and a growing list of 
high school alumni athletes, 
who now compete for vari-
ous US colleges to the ‘Bickle’ 
camp and as part of the Carib-
bean family at Penn. They have 
hosted athletes from Barbados, 
US Virgin Islands, and Guyana 
in past years and continue to 
embrace the requests as they 
come in.

“As we prepare for our 21st 
year of hosting our athletes, 
our ambassadors, Team Jamai-
ca Bickle, an organization 
driven by a solid core of vol-
unteers that give of their time 
and resources recommits and 
eagerly awaits to serve. Thanks 
and appreciation to sponsors 
such as GraceKennedy whom 
we have partnered with and 
now are a major presence at the 
Relays” Irwine Clare, founder 
and CEO of TJB said.

Dave Johnson, The Frank 
Dolson director of Penn Relays, 

says patrons attending this 
year’s Penn Relays Carnival 
can expect three exciting days 
of top-flight competition on 
the track.

“I expect the level of com-
petition to be as great as 
ever, particularly after seeing 
the results of Boys and Girls 
Champs. And with this being a 
World Championships year as 
well as a World Relays Champi-
onships year, the level of com-
petition could make this one of 
the great years ever.”

Grace renews support to 
Jamaican athletes

Experience
BAY RIDGE NISSAN 

Certified Pre-Owned

�� 1 Year Maintenance Included (5)

�� 4000+ Cars Sold Each Year
�� 160 Point Safety Inspection
�� Buy with Confi dence

�� Luxury for Less
�� Extended Warranties 
 up to 8yr/100K(5)

�� We hand-select only the
 best off-lease & trade-in
  vehicles from our
 18-dealership network

WE CARRY ALL MAKES & MODELS

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

See dealer for benefi ts of 
Bay Ridge Certifi ed Program

DOWN PAYMENT (3)

           +
%APR FINANCING
AVAILABLE (4)0

New 2015 Nissan
Altima

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. 
MSRP: $24,035. 

Model# 13015 VIN# 207273 
STK#800556, 800548

$18,495
$1000 Finance Cash included (6)

New 2015 Nissan
Rogue S

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. 
MSRP: $24,045. 

Model# 22115 VIN# FC807934 
STK#800547, 800545

$19,995
$500 Finance Cash included (6)

2      OR MORE AT 
 THIS PRICE 2      OR MORE AT 

 THIS PRICE

  YOUR CHOICE

$109
per month

24 mos. lease
$2995 down

(7)

     No matter 
where you shop...
Before you make 
your decision, 
make us your last 
phone call.

Altima & Rogue

BAY RIDGE NISSAN

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. Subject to residency restrictions. (7) TTL/Resid: ‘15 Altima = $2,616/$14,235; ‘15 Rogue = $2,616/$15,626. Due at sign = $2995 Down + 1st mo 
pymt + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Lease based on 12k mi/yr, 15¢/mi thereafter.  (3) For qual buyers based on primary lender approval. (4) Up to 72 mos for qual buyers. (5) Available. See dlr for details. (6) 
When financed thru NMAC. Subj to credit approval. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. Offers may not be combined. Exp 3 days after pub.

5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-815-4441 | BayRidgeNissan.com | DMV#7076824   NYC DCA Lic. #698282

SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Grace Ambassador Shelly Ann Fraser Pryce, the fastest 
woman in the world, signing autographs and meeting fans 
at Penn Relays 2013 in Philadelphia, PA.
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CHEVROLET MALIBU

“Most Dependable 
   Midsize Car” in 2015**

*Malibu with 2.5L engine 25 MPG city. **The Chevrolet Malibu received the lowest number of problems 
per 100 vehicles among midsize cars in the proprietary J.D. Power 2015 Vehicle Dependability Study.SM 
Study based on responses from 34,372 original owners of 2012 model -year vehicles after three years 
of ownership about problems experienced in the past 12 months. Proprietary study results are based 
on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed November –December 2014. Your experiences 
may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

THE 2015 CHEVROLET MALIBU WITH AN EPA-ESTIMATED 36 MPG HIGHWAY.
The Chevrolet Malibu offers seamless stop/start technology that can 
automatically shut off the engine when the car is stopped to increase fuel 
efficiency.* So by stopping, you’ll be able to keep going and going. 

WE’VE GONE TO GREAT LENGTHS
 TO ENSURE YOU CAN DO THE SAME.
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