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By Bert Wilkinson
A key component of Jamai-

ca’s business community wants 
regional leaders to determine 
whether Washington would 
oppose efforts by the island to 
export locally produced mari-
juana to the U.S. for the medi-
cal industry when they meet 
with President Barack Obama 
in Jamaica early next month.

Both the White House and 
Jamaican Prime Minister Por-
tia Simpson Miller announced 
plans for the visit this week as 
Obama prepares to make his 
second official visit to a Carib-
bean trade bloc member state 
since taking office six years 
ago.

In 2009, he flew to Trini-
dad both to meet with lead-
ers and to attend the hemi-
spheric Summit of Americas 
which Trinidad had hosted also 
in April of that year.

This time, he is swinging 
through the region ahead of 
this year’s April 10-11 Summit 
of the Americas which is slated 
for nearby Panama. This year’s 
summit would be significant 
for one major reason as lead-
ers are preparing to welcome 
former pariah, Cuba, back into 
the fold after decades of U.S.-
directed isolation. It is also part 

By Azad Ali
Dominica became the 
fourth country to adopt the 
Caribbean Court of Justice 
(CCJ) as its highest court of 
appeal.

The CCJ’s appellate juris-
diction is also recognized by 
Barbados, Guyana and Belize.

CCJ president Sir Dennis 
Byron and the court’s regis-
trar and judges went to Domi-
nica for the official ceremony 
at the State House Conference 
Center.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by Dominica President 
Charles Savarin; Prime Minis-
ter Roosevelt Skerrit; Eastern 
Caribbean Chief Justice Janice 
Pereira; CARICOM Secretary-
General Irwin La Rocque; 
Grenadian jurist, Dr. Francis 
Alexis and others.

In his remarks, Byron 
quoted Dominican jurist, the 
late Telford Georges, who said 
it is “a compromise of sover-
eignty” for Caribbean nations 
to retain “a court which is part 
of the former colonial hier-
archy” on a rejection of the 
Privy Council.

The court president 
described the CCJ as an acces-
sible final court.

Byron said, “On this con-
text I extend my congratula-
tions to the people of Domini-
ca; to the Honorable Roosevelt 
Skerrit Prime Minister and to 
the entire government and 
establishment on this defini-
tive step completing the circle 
of independence.” 

“The CCJ offers increased 
access to justice for the peo-
ple of the Caribbean. This is 
very evident in the countries 
in which the CCJ is already 
the final court. Unlike the 
Privy Council, ordinary folk 
have been bringing their cases 
before the CCJ.” Continued on Page 6

President Barack Obama, center, poses for a photo at a multilateral meeting with Caribbe-
an leaders, during the sixth Summit of the Americas, in Cartagena, Colombia. Pictured with 
Obama are from left to right, clockwise; Jamaica’s Prime Minister Portia Simpson Miller, 
former Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Minister Winston Baldwin Spencer, Bahamas’ Deputy 
Prime Minister Brent Symonette and Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar. Associated Press / Carolyn Kaster, File
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By Nelson A. King
Veteran Vincentian-born Anglican 

(Episcopal) priest, the Rev. Canon 
Leopold Baynes, has received the Ecu-
menical Award, from a Lions club in 
Brooklyn.

Fr. Baynes, 72, who hails from 
Georgetown in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, was honored recently by 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant-based Stuy 
Park Lions Club at a gala ceremony at 
Antun’s, Jamaica, Queens.

“I thought it was time for somebody 
to honor him for the work he has done 
for many people in many communi-
ties,” Arlene Punnett, the club’s Pana-
manian-born president told Caribbean 
Life in an exclusive interview. 

“Fr. Baynes is who we consider to be 
a ‘people’s pastor’; he’s personable, very 
outgoing,” she added. “He helps when-
ever he can, at no cost. Some of our 
priests want to be paid for everything 
they do.”

“He has a lovely family who supports 
him wholely and fully,” continued Pun-
nett, stating that the Lion’s Club “usu-
ally honors people who serve others.”

“The motto for the Lion’s Club is ‘We 
serve’, and Fr. Baynes does that well,” 
she said. 

Fr. Baynes — who currently serves, 
simultaneously, as rector at Grace Epis-
copal Church in Corona, Queens and 
interim priest-in-charge at the Church 
of the Resurrection in East Elmhurst, 
Queens — told Caribbean Life that 
he was “honored to be honored by the 
Lions.”

“It’s not the first time they were 
asking me to accept this honor,” he 
said, adding that he was a Rotarian 
for a number of years while serving as 
a priest in St. Andrew’s, Grenada. Fr. 
Baynes was the rector for 18 ½ years in 
St. Andrew’s Parish where he met his 

New York State Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie, Assemblymember Cathy 
Nolan and Assemblymember Michele 
Titus on Tuesday, March 17 announced 
the passage of the Paid Family Leave 
Act that will enable all workers to main-
tain employment and still receive some 
income while on leave to care for an 
elderly relative, manage an unexpect-
ed medical emergency, or bond with 
a newborn or adopted child (A.3870, 
Nolan).

“The Assembly understands that 
family comes first. New Yorkers should 
not have to choose between keeping 
their jobs and taking care of a sick fam-
ily member or spending time with a 
new one,” said Heastie. “Through this 
bill, we uphold our commitment to give 
families the critical support they need 
to live healthy, fulfilling lives. When 

we invest in the health and safety of 
our families, we invest in the future of 
New York.”

Currently, the federal Family Medical 
Leave Act provides for up to 12 weeks of 
unpaid leave to care for a sick relative. 
However, most employees cannot afford 
to take unpaid leave from work and only 
a portion of the workforce is covered 
under this policy. With people living 
longer and requiring care in their later 
years, and assisted living and nursing 
home options growing fewer and more 
expensive, options for hard working 
families are limited. Medical bills and 
other expenses continue to grow while 
people are out of work caring for their 
relatives, despite the lack of income. 
Allowing employees to earn a portion of 
their salary during family leave would 
strengthen the workforce and promote 

financial stability.
Additionally, there are long term 

social benefits to paid family leave. 
Allowing parents time off from work 
to focus on the arrival of a child and 
adjust to their new family dynamic is 
important to the child’s development 
and benefits the entire family.

Assemblymember Nolan, bill sponsor 
and chair of the Committee on Educa-
tion, said “The lack of paid family leave 
is holding New York back. It adds to 
pay inequality and keeps women out 
of the work force, which negatively 
impacts our families and our economy 
as a whole. This legislation would help 
families maintain financial security and 
provide the flexibility they need while 
caring for loved ones.”

Assemblymember Michele Titus, 

By Nelson A. King
The government of Prime Minister 

Gaston Browne says Antigua and Bar-
buda was the lone Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM) ministerial representa-
tive at last week’s United Nations High-
Level “side event” on gender affairs. 

Minister of Social Transformation 
and Human Resource Development 
Samantha Marshall attended the event 
that was hosted by the Regional Office 
of UN Women for Latin America and the 
Caribbean and the Permanent Mission 
of Ecuador, according to an Antigua 
and Barbuda government statement. 

The event, part of the 59th session 
of the Commission on the Status of 
Women, addressed “National Women’s 
Machineries and the Implementation 
of the Beijing Declaration and Plat-
form for Action: Experiences from Latin 
America and the Caribbean.” 

Marshall spoke about the actions, 
achievements and challenges faced by 
Antigua and Barbuda in the implemen-
tation of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action. 

She highlighted the Caribbean Insti-
tute for Women in Leadership (CIWIL), 
ongoing legislative review of existing 
laws and acts relating to domestic vio-
lence and human trafficking, the sig-
nificant reduction in mother to child 
transmission of HIV, and the establish-
ment in Antigua of a 24-hour crisis 
center for support and services to sur-
vivors of violence against women. 

The panelists included the Vice Presi-
dent of Guatemala Roxana Baldetti who 
presented on her experiences with a 
Women’s Specific Cabinet. 

Before the high-level event got 
underway, Marshall held an informal 
bilateral meeting with the Guatemalan 

vice president, according to the state-
ment.

Fr. Leopold Baynes. 
 Photo courtesy of Fr. Leopold Baynes

Antigua and Barbuda Social Transformation Minister Samantha Marshall at 
high-level UN meeting.  Photo courtesy Gov’t of Antigua and Barbuda
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Caribbean
A momentous 12-year effort to bring 

a harmonized Customs Bill for the 
Caribbean is now in its final stages. 
The bill is intended to foster economic 
growth in the region, which will ulti-
mately contribute to the improvement 
of nation countries.

CARICOM policy makers are due to 
finalize the harmonization of customs 
laws in two meetings in Antigua and 
Barbuda and Trinidad and Tobago later 
this month.

If successful, the harmonization 
project will see businesses assured of 
equal and fair treatment by customs 
authorities through-
out the region. It will 
also increase transpar-
ency of all activities by 
customs administra-
tions and give trading 
partners a level of predictably.

The Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM) consists of 15 Members States 
and five Associate Member States and 
has been in effect since 1973.

As the region moved closer towards 
integration, it was recognized that an 
enabling environment for greater inter-
regional trade must be encouraged.

Agreement for the bill was finally 
reached in August 2014 with only one 
outstanding issue remaining, the draft-
ing of regulations.

Antigua
The regional airline LIAT, says it is 

banning with immediate effect, the car-
riage of e-cigarettes in checked luggage 
and urged regional countries to adopt a 
united position on the matter.

The airline, citing a recommendation 
from the United States Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA), said that 
e-cigarettes are a fire risk and that they 
“mainly use lithium cells to heat liquid 
nicotine into a vapor.”

LIAT said these devises have, in some 
instances, overheated or caught fire 
when the heating element was acciden-
tally activated. It said 
that the FAA pointed 
to two recent incidents 
in the United States.

“In the first inci-
dent, e-cigarettes packed in a passen-
ger’s checked baggage in the cargo hold 
of a passenger aircraft caused a fire that 
forced an evacuation of the aircraft. In 
the second incident, a checked bag that 
has missed its flight was found to be 
on fire in a baggage area. Emergency 
responders attributed the fire to an 
overheated e-cigarette inside the bag,” 
LIAT said.

The airline said that airport security 
in the territories in which it operates 
have not yet confirmed a unified stance 
on the carriage of e-cigarettes in carry-
on baggage.

Barbados
The Barbados government has 

defended allegations that the island 
does not welcome citizens from other 
CARICOM countries, insisting that it 
had deported a “very small percentage” 
of people.

“We hear very often about the number 
of people we deport from this coun-
try because they have overstayed their 
time. The numbers may sound high 
when you look at them by themselves,” 
said Darcy Boyce, who has responsibil-
ity for immigration.

He told the Senate that in 2013 Bar-
bados deported 176 people.

“However, we had 
1.4 million arriv-
als that year. So 
that number that we 
deported was actually 
a very small percent-
age, less than one percent,” Boyce told 
legislators.

But opposition legislator Wilfred 
Abrahams said the island had acquired 
a reputation for being “anti-foreigner.”

Abrahams, an attorney, said that 
there was a widespread feeling in the 
region that Barbados did not value 
other CARICOM nationals.

But Boyce said the figures show that 
only one in every 1,000 people were pre-
vented from entering the island.

Boyce said he had to release those 
statistics because people had been 

attacking personnel of the Immigration 
Department who were doing their job.

Dominica
The Dominica government wants to 

pursue an amicable settlement in rela-
tion to the deportation of dancehall 
entertainer, Tommy Lee and three other 
Jamaican men in February last year.

This was communicated in a letter to 
the Attorney General’s department in 
Jamaica to attorney Bert Samuels who 
is representing the four men.

Last May, Samuels threatened that 
the men would file a claim with the Car-
ibbean Court of Justice if Dominica did 
not start negotiations within 30 days.

Deputy Solicitor 
General and Direc-
tor of International 
Affairs Division Dr. 
Kathy-Ann Brown 
outlined in the letter 
to Samuels that the Jamaican govern-
ment received a formal indication from 
the Attorney General of Dominica of 
his government’s willingness to settle 
the dispute.

On Feb. 8 last year, the Dominica 
Association of Evangelical Churches 
called for a boycott of a concert that 
was expected to feature the Jamaican 
entertainer, Tommy Lee.

When the artiste and three others 
arrived in Dominica on Feb. 23, 2014, 
they were detained by the authorities at 
the airport and deported a day later. The 

men say they want Dominica to pay for 
the alleged injustice.

Guyana
A High Court judge has sentenced 

a 42-year-old mother of a secondary 
school student and her lover to more 
than 200 years in jail after they were 
found guilty of killing the teenager in 
2010.

The court heard that the body of 
Nessa Gopaul, a former student of 
Queens College was placed in a suitcase 
and dumped in a creek at the Emerald 
Tower Resort, on the Sosedyke-Linden 
Highway.

Her mother, Bibi 
Sharima Gopaul and 
her lover 37-year-
old Jarvis Small had 
denied the charges.

The trial, which began on Feb. 2, 2015 
ended a month later, had gripped the 
South American country. A 12-member 
mixed jury returned a guilty verdict 
against the couple.

Small, a father of three was sen-
tenced to 96 years in prison.

Justice Navindra Singh in sentenc-
ing Gopaul to l06 years in prison said 
he couldn’t imagine what moved her to 
commit such an act.

“I can’t understand what a monster 
of a mother would kill their own child,” 
he  told the convicted mother that while 
she may not live to serve her entire sen-

Continued on Page 24
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Worker on a farm in Felicity, Chaguanas, Trinidad, harvesting sweet potatoes. Climate change has brought 
drastic changes in the weather of this twin-island Caribbean nation. See page 16.

Inter Press Service / Jewel Fraser

Meeting the UN Development Goals
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shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon 
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wife, the former Miranda Sawney. 
“I know what these organizations 

(including the Lions) are doing – help-
ing the poor and less fortunate,” he con-
tinued. “God has been good to me over 
these years.”

Fr. Baynes — who was born to Ven-
ola Baynes, of Georgetown, and Donald 
Campbell, of Bequia in the St. Vincent 
Grenadines, on March 13, 1943 — said 
his father met his mother when his father 
managed the Georgetown Theater.

Baynes attended the Georgetown 
Government (Primary) School and took 
Saturday classes, after he became an 
elementary school teacher, at the former 
Richmond Hill Government School 
in Kingstown, the Vincentian capital, 
renamed the Thomas Saunders Second-
ary School. He said former St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Attorney General 
Parnel Campbell was one of his teach-
ers.

Baynes, who also taught elementa-
ry school in Grenada, was admitted to 
Codrington College in Barbados in 1969 
for training in the priesthood, graduat-
ing four years later. 

In October 1973, Baynes was ordained 
to the Sacred Order of Priest at St. 
George’s Cathedral in Kingstown.

For three years (1973-76), he served as 
curate of Holy Trinity Parish, Castries, in 
the predominantly Roman Catholic St. 
Lucia. 

Later, Fr. Baynes was appointed 
priest-in-charge for the parish of Grace 
Church, Riviere Doree, St. Lucia.

In 1978, he was appointed the first 
Black rector of St. Andrew’s Parish, Gre-
nada; and, in 1983, was made Canon of 
St. George’s Cathedral in his native land. 
He also served as the Bishop’s Commis-
sary in Grenada.

After migrating to the U.S. in 1995, 
Fr. Baynes attended Blanton Pale Gradu-
ate Institute in New York, where he stud-
ied pastoral care and counseling. 

From 1995-1999, he served as Asso-
ciate Priest and Priest-in-Charge at 
The Church of St. Mark’s in the Crown 
Heights section of Brooklyn. 

He became the first Black rector at 
Grace Episcopal Church on May 1, 1999. 
He plans to retire from the ministry by 
the end of April.

Fr. Baynes and his wife have two 
college-age daughters — Leona and 
Leandra. 

He said he and his family are very 
active in the weekly feeding of hun-
dreds of less fortunate people at Grace 
Church, adding that it’s a ministry that 
is “near and dear” to their hearts.

of the move by Washington and Havana 
to move to normalize relations.

A bit surprisingly, the Jamaican Man-
ufacturers Association argued that it 
would make sense for Jamaica and the 
region to find out whether there would 
be any opposition to the island export-
ing its highly regarded marijuana vari-
eties in the wake of increasingly global 
acceptance of the virtues of weed to 
heal a string of illnesses including glau-
coma.

“I would certainly want to know 
what’s his position on exporting medi-
cal marijuana to the U.S. because cer-
tainly to a country like Jamaica it is 
a resource that we definitely could do 
well in,” Brian Pengelley, president of 
the manufacturers association told the 
Gleaner Newspaper this week.

Jamaica’s two-tier parliament recent-
ly amended local drug laws, creating 
space for a medical marijuana sector an 
outlawying possession of two ounces or 
less as a felony crime.

The manufacturers suggestion is also 
being supported by the umbrella private 
sector commission, which said that 
clarity on the issue and how it would 
affect international security would be 
useful before millions are invested in 
it and it is opposed by authorities in 
the U.S.

Meanwhile, Obama’s April 9th visit 
would be the second time in just over 

30 years that a sitting U.S. president has 
set foot on Jamaican soil.

Ronald Reagan did so in 1982, a year 
before American troops, with the support 
of right-leaning Caribbean governments 
including Jamaica, had supported Regan’s 
decision to invade Grenada to crush a 
bloody cabinet rebellion that had claimed 
the lives of Prime Minister Maurice Bish-
op and five other ministers.

Prime Minister Simpson-Miller said 

she is confident the one-day summit will 
be fruitful as key issues such as crime, 
trade and security are on the agenda.

“We are confident that the visit will 
be marked by fruitful dialogue and 
exchanges that will serve to strengthen 
the close relations that exist at the bilat-
eral level between Jamaica and the USA 
and between the USA and CARICOM,” 
she said.

Continued from cover

Medical marijuana

We are confident that 
the visit will be marked 
by fruitful dialogue and 

exchanges that will serve 
to strengthen the close 

relations that exist at the 
bilateral level between 

Jamaica and the USA and 
between the USA and 

CARICOM.
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Continued from page 3 
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Fashion Merchandising in New York City’s Fashion Hub

You are a trendsetter and so are we.
LIU Brooklyn’s Fashion Merchandising program allows students to explore their passion for fashion  
in Brooklyn’s melting pot of style, in�uence, and culture� �repared for all elements of Fashion’s 
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By Nelson A. King
The International Labor 

Organization (ILO) said on 
Wednesday that 9th Meeting of 
Caribbean Labor Ministers has 
concluded with a commitment 
to strengthen social dialogue 
further both at the national 
and regional levels.

The ILO also said the meet-
ing in Port-of-Spain, the Trini-
dad and Tobago capital, ended 
with renewed impetus to focus 
on creative solutions to the 
problem of youth unemploy-
ment and the greening of the 
economy.

The meeting, themed 
“Decent Work for Sustainable 
Development,” was attended by 
21 delegations headed by 14 
ministers with responsibility 
for labor issues. 

The presidents and other rep-
resentatives of the Caribbean 
Congress of Labor (CCL) and 
Caribbean Employers’ Confed-
eration (CEC) were also present, 
along with representatives 
from the Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM), the Associa-
tion of Caribbean States (ACS), 
and U.N. Agencies (ECLAC, 
UNESCO,PAHO/WHO and U.N. 
RC Office Jamaica), as well as the 

Caribbean Community Climate 
Change Centre (CCCCC).

ILO Director-General, Guy 
Ryder, attended the meeting 
and held bilateral meetings 
with chairman of the Carib-
bean Community (CARICOM), 
the Prime Minister of Bahamas 
Perry Christie; and the Gover-
nor-General of the Bahamas, 
Dame Marguerite Pindling. 

The ILO said Caribbean 

Labour Ministers at the Meeting 
called for the systemic institu-
tionalization of national social 
dialogue processes and culture, 
which embrace policy areas.

They agreed to support the 
capacity of social partners to 
ensure that their interventions 
to tripartite forums and consul-
tations will add substantive value 
to the processes, the ILO said. 

Given the impact of climate 
change on the world of work, 
the ministers called for long-
term policy development, so 
that countries are sufficiently 
resilient to meet the related 
challenges. 

It was agreed that new busi-
ness opportunities, as well as 
education and skills-training 
policies, would be implement-
ed in response to the antici-

pated impact of climate on the 
workers, the ILO said. 

The ministers called for clos-
er collaboration between the 
ILO and CARICOM, particular-
ly on youth employment, tech-
nical, vocational education and 
training (TVET), labor market 
information systems and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The ministers said that 
those countries not-yet signa-

tory to the regional “Free of 
Child Labor” initiative, should 
be provided with information 
to consider becoming a party to 
it, according to the ILO. 

It said that it officially 
informed the Ministers of Labor 
about a new regional project 
with CEC and CCL, with fund-
ing from the European Union 
(EU), aimed at strengthening 
the capacity of workers’ and 
employers’ organizations in the 
framework of the Economic 
Partnership Agreement.

Delegates examined the state 
of youth unemployment in the 
Caribbean region, together 
with public and private part-
ners and institutions such as 
the government of the Repub-
lic of China, Canada, Republic 
Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, 
and the ACS. 

In this session, it was pro-
posed that anticipating skills 
requirements could contribute 
to reduce skills mismatches, 
the ILO said. 

It was also suggested that 
colleges and training institu-
tions work closely with social 
partners in developing work-
based learning opportunities, 
beyond apprenticeships and 

internship programs and closer 
to labor market demand. 

The ILO said session high-
lighted the need for strong cor-
porate social responsibilities 
to link youth to the world of 
work. 

Regional certification to 
ensure consistency of quali-
fications and opportunities 
for free movement of youth, 
by developing fair and sound 
immigration policies, were also 
discussed.

Ryder emphasized the 
importance of reducing carbon 
emissions for sustainable eco-
nomic growth, generating new 
jobs and skills. 

With sessions led by rep-
resentatives from CCCCC in 
Belize, and the ILO Green Jobs 
Program in Geneva, climate 
change and its impact on the 
work place was discussed. 

With higher temperatures, 
rises in sea level, and increased 
hurricane intensity threaten-
ing lives, property and liveli-
hoods throughout the region, 
the need for increased techni-
cal and financial support for 
the development of renewable 
energy in the Caribbean was 
raised, the ILO said. 

Caribbean focuses on youth unemployment

Prime Minister of the Baha-
mas Perry Gladstone. 
 Associated Press / Craig Ruttle

HCS HOME CARE
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by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed



10    Caribbean Life, Mar. 20-26, 2015 BQ

By Preethi Sundaram and 
Fiona Salter

NEW YORK, March 16, 
2015 (IPS) - It is estimat-
ed that women account for 
two-thirds of the 1.4 billion 
people currently living in 
extreme poverty. They also 
make up 60 per cent of the 
world’s 572 million working 
poor.

Rapid global change has 
undoubtedly opened doors 
for women to participate in 
social, economic and politi-
cal life but gender inequality 
still holds women back.

Around the globe, women 
and girls continue to have 
subordinate status, fewer 
opportunities and lower 
income, less control over 
resources, and less power 
than men and boys.

Son preference continues 
to deny girls the education 
they have a right to. And 
the burden of care work that 
women face impinges and 
intrudes on their opportu-
nities in terms of education 
and career.

Now a new report to be 
launched by the Interna-
tional Planned Parenthood 
Federation (IPPF) March 16 
in New York examines the 
links between SRHR and 
three core aspects of gen-
der equality: social devel-
opment, economic partici-
pation and participation in 
political and public life.

The report, Sexual and 
reproductive health and 
rights – the key to gen-
der equality and women’s 
empowerment, provides 
specific recommendations 
to governments and to 
United Nations agencies to 
make sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights and 
gender equality become a 
reality.

The reason for the report 
is to assess objectively what 
we have long suspected, 
namely that sexual and 
reproductive health and 
rights are critical to achiev-
ing equality.

Why? Because when 
women are able to maintain 
good health the trajectory 
of their lives can be trans-
formed.

There are fewer mater-
nal deaths and less repro-
ductive illness; women and 
girls can realise their sexual 
and reproductive health and 
rights, they are free to par-
ticipate in social, economic 
and political life.

Stark figures show that 
the denial of sexual and 
reproductive health and 
rights is a cause and conse-
quence of deeply entrenched 
ideas about what it means to 
be a man or a woman.

Gender norms leave 
women and girls at risk and 
unable to reach their full 
potential. In some extreme 
cases, they can kill.

Women die because they 
cannot access the abortion 
services they need. Women 
die of preventable causes in 
childbirth. Women die at 
the hands of their violent 
partners. We see examples 
of this in all corners of the 

world.
Globally, one in three 

women experience either 
intimate partner violence or 
non-partner sexual violence 
during their lifetime. And, 
shockingly, women how 
have experienced intimate 
partner violence are 50 per 
cent more likely to contract 
HIV.

Sexual and gender-based 
violence is a major public 
health concern in all cor-
ners of the world. It’s a bar-
rier to women’s empower-
ment and gender equality, 
and a constraint on develop-
ment, with high economic 
costs.

And then there’s work. 
The percentage of women 
working in formal wage 
employment has increased 
over the last half century but 
a striking number of women 
are still likely to work in the 
informal economy due to 
gender inequality.

Across cultures and in all 
economies, women contin-
ue to do the bulk of unpaid 
care work. Women make up 
the majority of workers in 
the informal economy – 83 
per cent of domestic work-
ers worldwide are women.

Work in the informal 
economy can be more inse-
cure and precarious, and 
can have specific impacts on 
the sexual and reproductive 
health and rights of women. 
For example, lack of regu-
lations can make women 
more vulnerable to lower 
wages, limited access to 
health care, maternity leave 
or child care and workplace 
discrimination, including 
sexual assault.

In virtually every coun-
try, men spend more time 

By Dr. Robert Olvera
Inspired by the public advo-

cacy of terminal brain cancer 
patient Brittany Maynard, law-
maker in Washington, DC, and 
at least 16 other states – from 
California to New York – have 
introduced bills that would 
authorize the medical option 
of aid in dying.

 This legislation would allow 
mentally competent, terminal-
ly ill adults in the final stages 
of their disease the option to 
request a doctor’s prescription 
for aid-in-dying medication 
that they could choose to take 
it if their suffering becomes 
unbearable.

 As a Catholic and a physi-
cian, I feel compelled to dispel 
the myths about these bills 
perpetrated by the Roman 
Catholic Church, some disabil-
ity groups, and the American 
Medical Association (AMA).

 The Oregon law that is the 
model for this legislation has 
a stellar 17-year track record, 
with no scientifically docu-
mented cases of abuse or coer-
cion. Dying adults who go 
through the lengthy process 
of obtaining the medication in 
Oregon hold onto it for weeks 
or months, as Brittany did, 
before taking it, if they take it 
at all.

 In fact, more than one-
third of those who qualify for 
the medication never take it, 
according to the Oregon Pub-
lic Health Department. But 
having it in their possession 

gives these dying patients great 
comfort knowing they have it 
if their suffering does become 
unbearable and there is no 
other medical option available 
to help them.

 Contrary to opponents’ 
claims, medical aid in dying is 
not “euthanasia.”  It requires a 
doctor or nurse – not the patient 
– to administer the medication. 
Euthanasia is illegal through-
out the United States.

 Aid in dying also is not 
“assisted suicide,” as critics 
wrongly call it.

 The nation’s largest public 
health association, the Ameri-
can Public Health Association 
(not the American Medical 
Association), supports aid in 
dying. It recognizes that “the 
term ‘suicide’ or ‘assisted sui-
cide’ is inappropriate when dis-
cussing the choice of a men-
tally competent, terminally ill 
patient to seek medications 
that he or she could consume 
to bring about a peaceful and 
dignified death.”

 The five states that author-
ize medical aid in dying – Ore-
gon, Washington, Montana, 
Vermont and New Mexico – 
have separate laws prohibiting 
assisted suicide. The death cer-
tificates of terminally ill adults 
who utilize medical aid in dying 
in these states confirm that 
they died from their terminal 
disease, not assisted suicide.

 In addition, 17,000 U.S. doc-
tors from 28 medical special-
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Given where he lines up 
on the political spectrum, 
hardly would James Baker, 
the onetime secretary of state, 
be among my favorite people. 
Baker served under President 
Reagan and the first Presi-
dent Bush and seems to be 
as loyal to the Bush clan as 
they could desire. He was in 
the forefront of that hijack-
ing of the democratic proc-
ess in the disputed 2000 elec-
tion, leading the charge to 
have the Florida vote re-count 
stopped by a right-tilted high 
court to hand the presidency 
to George W. Bush. And these 
days he’s extolling Jeb Bush as 
the Republicans’ top gun for 
2016. All of that notwithstand-
ing, Baker does seem capable 
of a level of stand-up behavior 
that puts him poles apart from 
most of the classless bunch, in 
Congress and elsewhere, with 
whom he shares fealty to the 
GOP brand.

Prior to that farce in Wash-
ington the other day, when 
John Boehner invited Israel’s 
Benjamin Netanyahu to join 
him onstage for a Capitol Hill 
follies performance, Baker was 
asked about the propriety of 

the Boehner stunt. He minced 
no words in terming it abso-
lutely wrong and disrespectful 
of the Oval Office. We sus-
pect that Baker would respond 
similarly to a query about the 
most recent bad-taste episode 
sprouted by Congressional 
Republicans, the shameful let-
ter signed by 47 of them to the 
leadership in Iran, blatantly 
with the intent of making a 
mockery of the presidency, 
while Barack Obama holds 
that office. 

The most bizarre aspect of 
the Republicans’ latest theat-
er-of-the-absurd chapter is not 
only that it was mounted by 
an upstart named Tom Cot-
ton who, after displaying his 
wing-nut ways in the House 
for a short while, was chosen 
by the people of Arkansas to 
represent them in the Senate. 
But that 46 others joined the 
37-year-old firebrand wannabe 
in the exercise that, far from 
belittling the president, as was 
its design, succeeded only in 
disgracing the lot of them. 
President Obama’s reaction, 
that he felt embarrassed for 
them, was probably the most 
fittingly presidential manner 

of dealing with the treachery.
But as the GOP’s orgy of 

indifference to this White 
House rolls on, we must of 
necessity wonder what other 
contemptible conduct is yet 
to be unleashed before this 
frightful interlude reaches its 
nadir. This last bout would 
seem well enough qualified 
to be the ugliest display they 
could come up with. I mean, 
was there some irrepress-
ible urge on the part of the 
GOP Senate caucus to one-up 
Boehner’s Netanyahu shtick? 
Are the Senate Republicans 
so bereft of leadership or any 
sense of purpose that such a 
politically incorrect rant from 
a guy just two months a sena-
tor gets a hefty majority of 
them playing ball? Or is their 
resentment of where Obama 
sits so lethal that lining up 
behind a character who gives 
every indication of being a 
hard-line kook is something 

they can effortlessly do?
The majority leader, Mitch 

McConnell, upon gaining that 
status dared to regale whoever 
chose to listen with chatter 
about embracing the opportu-
nity to “govern” given him and 
his colleagues in last year’s 
mid-terms. McConnell would 
say of the controversial let-
ter that he signed it and he 
had no regrets. Governing or 
leadership does not include, 
for McConnell, discouraging 
a rookie senator’s effort to 
undermine, for the benefit of 
an adversarial foreign state, 
the power of the American 
presidency. Or discouraging 
more senior colleagues from 
supporting such utterly reck-
less action. In the alternate 
GOP universe, leadership and 
governance mean being cheer-
leaders for all things anti-
Obama. Period.   

There have been hints that 
some of the jokers who went 
along with the madness have 
come to realize that maybe 
doing so wasn’t all that smart. 
Some strong media condem-
nation, for one, as was the 
case here, would tend to bill-
board for miscreants the folly 

or evil of their ways. Heaven 
only knows why, once the pre-
dictable right-wing screamers 
are removed from the equa-
tion, there wouldn’t be howls 
of negative reaction among 
responsible mainstream media 
to yet another flagrant foul 
by Congressional Republicans. 
Sen. Rand Paul offered some 
gibberish about signing the 
letter because he thought it 
would strengthen the presi-
dent’s hand. Yeah right! Sen. 
Lindsey Graham said his sig-
nature was in retaliation for 
some perceived presidential 
slight. Sounds like kids play-
ing adult games, doesn’t it?

Republicans’ being inca-
pable of anything resembling 
serious governance looks to 
be one of the main bones of 
contention going forward. 
Today’s stock surely doesn’t 
invite confidence that they will 
turn around their governance 
shortcomings anytime soon. 
And if the 37-year-old from 
Arkansas is typical of what’s in 
the pipeline, the GOP problem 
could well be long-term. 

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Cheerleaders for undermining the presidency
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ties support by a 54% to 31% margin 
the decision of patients with ”incurable 
and terminal” diseases who want to end 
their own life, according to an online 
survey conducted by Medscape.

 Despite the opposition to medical aid 
in dying by some disability groups, polls 
of people living with disabilities show 
they support this end-of-life option by 
about the same percentage as the gen-
eral population. 

 As physicians, we should always pro-
vide quality end-of-life care for people 
who are suffering from an incurable 
and irreversible terminal illness. Yet 
when a person with only months, weeks 
or even days to live cannot get relief 
from extreme pain, we should allow 
that person the option to end their suf-
fering when the time comes.

 My 25-old daughter Emily Rose des-

perately pleaded for this option during 
the final few agonizing months of her 
life last spring when she suffered in 
horrific pain from terminal leukemia, 
despite getting great home hospice and 
palliative care.

 As a Catholic, I pray to God for the 
passage of the bills authorizing medical 
aid in dying. These laws would ensure 
that dying Americans have the option 
to pass peacefully in their sleep, suffer 
less, and spare themselves the pain of 
a lengthy and prolonged death that my 
daughter had to endure.

Dr. Robert Olvera, M.D., is a Har-
vard-educated physician who special-
izes in family practice and sports med-
icine in Orange County, California. 
He is a volunteer for Compassion & 
Choices, the nation’s leading end-of-life 
choice advocacy organization.

on leisure each day while women spend 
more time doing unpaid housework. 
Women devote one to three hours more 
a day to housework than men; two to 10 
times the amount of time a day to care 
(for children, elderly, and the sick), and 
one to foue hours less a day to market 
activities.

Globally, female labour force par-
ticipation decreases 10-15 per cent with 
each additional child for women aged 
25-39.

Women also tend to have less access 
to formal financial institutions and sav-
ing mechanisms. While 55 per cent of 
men report have an account at a formal 
financial institution, the figure is just 
47 per cent for women.

Here, too, women’s sexual and repro-
ductive health and rights are key – true 
economic empowerment and stability 
comes from ensuring that regulatory 
frameworks across both the formal and 
informal economies take into consid-
eration women’s reproductive lives.

In the political realm gender norms 
limit women’s opportunities to par-
ticipate in decision making. As a result, 
women’s domestic roles are over-empha-
sised, they have less time to engage in 
activities outside of the home. This then 
restricts their influence to informal 
decision making, which tends to be hid-
den, or not respected.

Hardly surprising, then, only one in 
five parliamentarians is female.

One reason for women’s low par-
ticipation in public and political life 
is because party politics and strategic 

resources are dominated by men.
In addition, women also have to over-

come barriers that men don’t, such as 
poor networking, limits on whether 
they can travel.

Women voters are four times as likely 
as men to be targeted for intimidation 
in elections in fragile states. After all, 
would you vote if you faced threats on 
your way to the polling station?

What this report shows is that gen-
der inequality prevents girls and women 
from reaping benefits and contributing 
to social, economic and political life.

So what’s the answer? Truth be told, 
no single approach will work. We have 
to look at solutions that work for wom-
en’s varied and complex lives.

But there is something that we can 
change – something that goes to the 
very heart of poverty eradication and 
development goals. We can uphold sex-
ual and reproductive rights.

Because if you can decide who you 
live with, what happens to your body 
and the size of your family, if you are 
free to make decision about these fun-
damental rights – only then are you 
able to participate fully in social, eco-
nomic and political life.

It’s the freedom from which all other 
freedoms flow.

Women and girls should have the 
right and ability to make decisions 
about their reproductive lives and sexu-
ality, free from violence, coercion and 
discrimination.

That’s what equality is all about.
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By Nelson A. King
At least three Caribbean 

American legislators have 
strongly condemned what is 
described as the brutal attack on 
a teenage girl by a gang of other 
girls at a McDonald’s restaurant 
in Brooklyn.

Congresswoman Yvette D. 
Clarke, Assemblywoman Rod-
neyse Bichotte and Councilman 
Jumaane Williams said they were 
outraged by the violent attack on 
a 14-year-old student by at least 
six other teen girls in the Flat-
bush eatery. 

“On behalf of the people of 
the Ninth Congressional District 
of New York, I want to express 
my concern and outrage about 
the young woman who was bru-
talized in a violent attack in a 
McDonald’ restaurant in our 
community this past week,” said 
Clarke. 

“I am outraged at the climate 
of callous disregard and revelry 
at the brutality of this alterca-
tion and among these young 
girls, a climate that included a 
crowded restaurant of onlookers 

young and old. Why didn’t any-
one in this restaurant see fit to 
intervene?” she asked. 

“This attack, and the lack of 
compassion among the specta-
tors in McDonald’s, was unac-
ceptable,” Clarke added. “Every 
young woman and young man 
should have the ability to attend 
school or walk home or visit a 
restaurant without fear of vio-
lence or any form of harass-
ment.”

She said these actions have 
serious consequences – for the 
young woman who was severe-
ly injured and required medical 
attention and for those individu-
als who were responsible for this 
gang violence and are now under 
arrest and investigation. 

“We must all be alarmed by 
reports that other students in the 
crowd – as well as several adults 
– did not even bother to call 911 
when the attack started,” Clarke 
said. “Our civil society depends 
on concern for each other as 
individuals who are entitled to 
respect for their human life and 
dignity. 

Bichotte, who represents the 
42nd Assembly District in Brook-
lyn, said she, too, was appalled 
by the “senseless act of violence 
by members of our community 
against one another. 

“What we do know now caus-
es me to pause and reflect on 
where we stand as a community 
and how we can do better for 
our children,” said the daugh-
ter of Haitian immigrants. “The 
young women involved in the 
assault have varied pasts that 
painfully illustrate how many of 
our children are being failed by 
our school system, our crimi-
nal justice system, our welfare 
system, and all civic establish-
ments designed to give kids the 
chance to pursue a life of their 
choosing. 

“We know at least one of the 
women has been arrested a half 
dozen times in the past year for 
a variety of assaults,” Bichotte 
added. “Reports are slowly 
emerging that suggest that she 
is not the exception amongst 
these young women.

“Instead of casting blame 

and taking comfort in the arrest 
of four of the six involved in 
the assault, we must ask tough 
questions. How come no safety 
net caught these young women 
before their lives collided on 
March 12? How do we com-

prehensively address the short-
comings of our institutions to 
stave off other children from 
falling into the same circum-
stances? What can each of us do 
to improve our present circum-
stances?” she asked. 

Councilman Jumaane Williams and Assemblywoman Rod-
neyse Bichotte condemn attack on teenager Ariana Taylor. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Caribbean pols condemn 
‘brutal’ attack at McDonald’s
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By Bjørn Lomborg
COPENHAGEN, Feb. 13, 2015 (IPS) 

- Right now, the United Nations is 
negotiating one of the world’s poten-
tially most powerful policy documents. 
It can influence trillions of dollars, 
pull hundreds of millions out of pov-
erty and hunger, reduce violence and 
improve education — essentially make 
the world a better place. But much 
depends on this being done well.

In the year 2000, the U.N. laid the 
foundation for the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, which comprised 21 
mostly sharp and achievable targets in 
eight areas, including poverty and hun-
ger, gender equality, education, and 
child and maternal health.

Imagine sitting in a high-end res-
taurant with a menu lacking prices or 
sizes. You do not know whether the 
pizza costs two dollars or 2,000 dollars, 
or whether it will feed just you or your 
entire party.

These goals have been hugely suc-
cessful, not only in driving more devel-
opment funding but also in making the 
world better. For instance, the world 
promised to halve the proportion of 
people hungry counting from 1990. 
And the progress has been remarkable.

In 1990, almost 24 percent of all 
people in the developing world were 
starving. In 2012, ‘only’ 14.5 percent 
were starving, and if current trends 
continue, the world will reach 12.2 
percent in 2015, just shy of the halving 
at 11.9 percent.

Likewise, we promised to cut by half 
the proportion of poor. In 1990, 43 
percent of the developing world lived 
below a dollar a day. In 2010, the pro-
portion had already been more than 
halved at 20.6 percent – on current 
trends the proportion will drop below 
15 percent by 2015, showing spectacu-
lar progress.

With the MDGs ending this year, we 
have to ask what’s next. The U.N. has 
started an inclusive process from the 

2012 Rio Earth summit to define so-
called Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) for 2016-2030.

So, over the coming months, coun-
tries, missions, U.N. organisations and 
NGOs will perform a complex dance 
to determine – and hopefully whittle 
down – the next set of targets. But 
that’s easier said than done. Last sum-
mer, 70 U.N. ambassadors in the open 
working group proposed a vertiginous 
169 targets. Clearly we need priorities.

The SDGs will determine a large 
part of the 2.5 trillion dollars in devel-
opment aid the world will spend until 
2030. In order to spend the money 
most effectively and help as many peo-
ple as possible, negotiators now need to 
zero in on the targets that promise the 
biggest benefit for the investment.

My think-tank, the Copenhagen 
Consensus, has asked 60 teams of top 
economists, including several Nobel 
laureates, to identify which targets will 
do the most good for each dollar spent. 
Imagine sitting in a high-end restau-
rant with a menu lacking prices or 
sizes. You do not know whether the 
pizza costs two dollars or 2,000 dollars, 
or whether it will feed just you or your 
entire party.

This is where the U.N. is today – 
lots of well-intentioned targets with no 
prices or sizes. Our economists have 
taken the 169 targets and evaluated the 
social costs and benefits of each.

The best ones – the targets that have 
economic, social and environmental 
benefits 15 times or higher their costs 
– are painted bright green. Less good 
ones are light green, mediocre ones 
yellow and the poor targets – the ones 
that cost more than the good they do 
– red. Backed by thousands of pages of 
peer reviewed economic research, such 
a simple colour scheme will hopefully 
help the world’s busy decision makers 
focus on picking the most effective 
targets.
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Thanks to the conviction of Ras-

tafarians, the most relentless advo-
cates of the preservation of the legacy 
of Ethiopian Emperor Haile Sellassie 
I whom after his coronation in the 
1930s adopted his title of Ras Tafari to 
proclaim his name and identify them-
selves.

They consistently praise his name 
and reign with reference to his lineage 
as the 225th descendant in an unbro-
ken line of monarchs to reign from the 
Solomonic dynasty. That his roots can 
be traced directly to the Queen of Sheba 
and King Solomon, he is also known 
by many titles including: the King of 
Kings, Governor of Harar, Conquering 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Elect of God, 
His Imperial Majesty (HIM) and to the 
devout and faithful, Jah. 

And while much may be said about 
the Ethiopian emperor, except for the 
religious adoration by women dedi-
cated to the same movement —  and 
a few conscientious men — very little 
has been documented about his wife, 
Her Imperial Majesty, Empress Menen 
Asfaw.

Born April 3, 1891 she was crowned 
empress on Nov. 2, 1930 and main-
tained that royal title until Feb. 15, 
1962 when she died at age 70 in Addis 
Ababa.

Empress Menen and Emperor Haile 
Selassie were the parents of six chil-
dren: Princess Tenagnework, Crown 
Prince Asfaw Wossen, Princess Tsehai, 
Princess Zenebework, Prince Makon-
nen and Prince Sahle Selassie. 

Revered as the Mother of the Ethi-
opian Nation, her indomitable legacy 
of caring for children and concern for 
humanitarian needs seem to remain 
elusive to classrooms here and in 
many western libraries.

By Tangerine Clarke
In honor of Women’s History Month, 

and the upcoming 40th Anniversary of 
co-education and enrollment of girls 
at Guyana Queens College, a female 
group from the QC Alumni Associa-
tion of N.Y., will team up with the 
international organization, E2 (www.
e2education&environment) — Educa-
tion & Environment — to conduct 
“This Is Ours” Guyana (TIO). 

Vice President Karen Wharton will 
spearhead the two-week visual and lit-
eracy initiative that is geared towards 
creating opportunities for shared 
learning experiences across cultures 
and continents, disciplines and gen-
erations.

Wharton, a senior systems engineer, 
and her team said they are excited to 
be accompanying E2 education & envi-

ronment to Guyana this week to con-
duct the educational initiative, that 
will uniquely empower students, and 
give them voice to their vision.

While in Guyana, the team mem-
bers will conduct the first program at 
the Bina Hill Youth Learning Center 
in Annai, North Rupununi, in col-
laboration with the North Rupununi 
district Development Board and Iwok-
rama International Center.

Students of Queens College in Geor-
getown will benefit from the second 
half of the program that was imple-
mented to encourage and nurture stu-
dents’ interest in protecting the envi-
ronment.

The TIO program has been delivered 
to many parts of the world by E2 edu-
cation & environment, a collective of 
dedicated communicators and techni-

cal minds based in New York. 
Wharton explained that E2, which 

has supported The Mizizi Project at 
Leparua Primary School in Kenya, and 
institutions in the U.S., uses photogra-
phy and illustration to tell a story in a 
shared knowledge about the environ-
ment. These findings, she said, will 
later be documented and published in 
a book - http://www.thisisoursbook.
com.

The team will work for five days with 
approximately 20 students between the 
ages of 13 and 20. At the end of their 
TIO experience, students will not only 
develop life-long skills and bonds, they 
will also have their book distributed 
globally to other students. At the com-
pletion of the program students will 
report on the environment. 

By Nelson A. King
The United States Coast Guard says a 

ceremony was held at Coast Guard Sector 
New York in Staten Island last Thursday 
to officially rename the Sector New York 
Galley in honor of centenarian Dr. Olivia 
Hooker, who holds the distinction of 
being the first African-American woman 
admitted into the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Paul 
Zukunft presided over the ceremony and 
unveiled the plaque that hangs in the 
galley in honor of Dr. Hooker.

Rear Adm. Linda Fagan, Coast Guard 
1st District commander, retired Rear 
Adm. Stephen Rochon, and Capt. Gordon 
Loebl, commander, Coast Guard Sector 
New York were also members of the offi-
cial party during the ceremony, accord-
ing to the Coast Guard. 

Dr. Hooker earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Ohio State University and 
taught third grade before enlisting in the 
service in 1945 as a SPAR (Semper Para-
tus, Always Ready), the acronym used for 
Coast Guard female service personnel 
during World War II. 

“She initially tried to enlist in the Navy 
as a WAVE, but they would not admit her 
due to her race,” the Coast Guard said.

It said Dr. Hooker “served dutifully 
earning numerous awards for her skills” 
while working in the Boston Coast Guard 
station. 

In June 1946, the SPAR program dis-
banded, and Dr. Hooker earned the rank 
of Petty Officer 2nd Class.

Following her Coast Guard enlistment, 
Dr. Hooker went on to earn a master’s 
degree in Psychological Services from 
Teachers College at Columbia University 
and a doctoral degree from the University 
of Rochester.

The Coast Guard said the ceremony 
was standing-room-only, “which high-
lighted her impact on the Coast Guard, 
her students, peers, and the African-
American community at large.”

“I’ve never met anyone like her. She 
remains open and unafraid of what life 
will bring,” said Rear Adm. Linda Fagan, 
commander, First Coast Guard District. 

“She draws people in with grace and 
sincerity.” 

The Coast Guard said Dr. Hooker con-
tinued to work as a professor in New 
York, where she finally retired at the age 
of 87. 

She is currently serving as a volunteer 
in the Coast Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 
06-08 in Yonkers, New York.

Biography of Empress Menen Af-
saw book cover.

Dr. Olivia Hooker gives her personal account of the of the historic 1921 Tulsa 
race riots, at a briefi ng before members of the Congressional Black Caucus 
and other leaders on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, May 10, 2005, in Washington.
 Associated Press / Manuel Balce Ceneta, File

US Coast Guard honors 
centenarian Dr. Olivia Hooker

Students in Guyana to benefit from E2 Program

Mother of 
The Ethiopian 

Nation
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Tell Social Concern Community 
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The Social Concern Community Development Corporation home care agency 
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notice that their health benefits would terminate on March 26.  By undermining 

healthcare for caregivers, Social Concern is jeopardizing their ability to continue 

to provide quality care for the elderly and people with disabilities whom they serve. 
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Call Social Concern Community Development and tell them that 
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Brought to you by the caregivers of 1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) _ 
Guyana’s government on Saturday 
rejected the latest objections raised by 
neighboring Venezuela over the grant-
ing to ExxonMobil Corp. of an oil and 
gas concession in Caribbean waters 
claimed by both nations.

Foreign Minister Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkett said in a statement that the 
project would continue, saying that 
Guyana has authority over the offshore 
area in dispute.

Rodriguez-Birkett released the 
statement a day after an advertise-
ment appeared in Guyana newspapers 
expressing the unhappiness of Ven-
ezuela’s government with Exxon start-
ing exploratory drilling in the 26 mil-
lion-acre tract earlier this month.

The ad said, “Venezuela reserves 
the right to execute all actions in 
the diplomatic field and in accordance 
with international law that might be 
necessary to defend and safeguard the 
sovereignty and independence of Ven-
ezuela.”

Rodriguez-Birkett said Guyana 
rejects such threats.

“The Republic of Guyana has full 
and unfettered authority to unilater-

ally explore - with or without partners 
- and exploit the living and non-living 
resources within its jurisdiction. Any 

act or objection to the exercise of such 
jurisdiction is contrary to international 
law,” her statement said.

By David McFadden
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) _ Thick, 

noxious smoke blanketed Jamaica’s 
capital Thursday as a wind-fanned 
fire burned at a sprawling, open-air 
waste dump on the city’s outskirts 
that has seen repeated blazes.

Firefighters were trying to put out 
the fire as it billowed acrid smoke 
across Kingston and parts of neigh-
boring St. Catherine parish. Schools 
closed and the government advised 
residents to stay indoors and close 
windows.

Authorities said they had the 
dump fire contained, though plumes 
of gray smoke increased and shifted 
direction on a breezy day. Some 
people who had to venture outside 
in badly affected areas of Jamaica’s 
capital covered their nose and mouth 
with damp rags or handkerchiefs.

For years, the Riverton City dump 
has seen repeated fires, exasperating 
residents who are concerned about 
the health effects of breathing in 
smoke and microscopic pollutants. 

Guyana defends oil concession 
in waters claimed by Venezuela

Foreign Minister of Guyana, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett is greeted by UNA-
SUR’s General Secretary Ernesto Samper as Rodrigues-Birkett arrives to 
participate in the UNASUR regional foreign ministers meeting to discuss 
the situation in Venezuela, in Quito, Ecuador, Saturday, March 14, 2015.  
 Associated Press / Dolores Ochoa

Smoke blankets 
Jamaica’s 

capital as dump 
fire burns
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By Tequila Minsky
In an atmosphere of creativity, the 

energy was infectious in the main hall, 
also the sanctuary, of Manhattan’s 
Church of Holy Apostles.

While the judging for the Empire 
Quilters bi-annual group show taking 
place March 28 and 29 at 
FIT was going on in a side 
room, clusters of women 
positioned themselves 
around circular tables 
amiably chatting, yet com-
pletely focused. 

Some worked in pairs, 
some individually, and at 
one table all worked on the 
same quilt. It was Char-
ity Quilt Day, one of its 
most popular sessions of 
the Manhattan-based guild 
and they were completing 
quilts to be given away. 

“This is a group of 
enormously of crea-
tive people,” the guild’s 
president Peggy McGeary 
beamed. 

Queens-resident grandmother Mar-
ion Weber, 86 and granddaughter Dei-
mosa Webber-Bey, 37, a librarian at 
Scholastic Magazine sat together. 

“I learn from her,” said Webber-Bey, 
whose grandmother comes from gen-
erations of quilters and belongs to four 
metro area guilds. She’s passing the art 
on to next generations. “All the grand-
children quilt, including four boys,” she 
said. “She teaches me how to do stuff 
that you can’t find in a classroom.”

Their quilts along with all the others 
completed that afternoon were going to 
homeless shelters, hospitals, veterans’ 
homes and other organizations–over 

15 agencies. “Service along with educa-
tion is part of our mission,” said Empire 
Quilters’ president.

Sixteen-year quilting vet Cathy 
Anderson walks around showcasing fin-
ished quilts like the three-foot square 
pastel flannel one for a new born and 

later a bright-colored 
twin-size one.  

By day’s end, almost 50 
were completed and more 
went to members’ homes 
to be completed.

At another table, 
Yvonne Morris from Har-
lem who has been quilt-
ing for a mere three years, 
admitted to “being a 
learner” of the tying tech-
nique as she welcomed 
guidance from Caroline 
Djokoto with more than 
20 years of quilting expe-
rience. 

Morris is a retired sci-
ence teacher and finds 
quilting a relaxing, crea-
tive outlet. The challenge: 

both the design and particularly, “fin-
ishing the quilt.”

With a niche for all skill levels, rank 
beginners to Empire Quilters are wel-
comed. “We have ‘chat and coach ses-
sions’ that take you through the proc-
ess from start to completion,” said Beth 
Pile, co-chair of the service committee.  

Of the experienced members, the 
guild president added, “Some specialize 
in one technique like appliqué or hand-
quilting. We’re all fabric experts; it’s a 
tactile art you get hooked into.” 

Long-time quilter Jacqueline Johns 
finds quilting a way of making commu-
nity and experiencing “private peace.”

Eighty-six-year-old 
Marion Weber stops for 
a photo while sewing 
alongside her 37-year-
old grandaughter Dei-
mosa Webber-Bey dur-
ing Charity Quilt Day 
with Empire Quilters.

Eighty-six-year-old Marion Weber with a life-time of quilting briefl y stops 
for a photo while sewing alongside her 37-year-old grandaughter Deimosa 
Webber-Bey during Charity Quilt Day with Empire Quilters.

Charity quilts go to 
region’s agencies
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tence, he hopes she serves in wherever 
she goes.

The prosecutor said the teenager 
was killed between Sept. 23 and Oct. 4, 
2010 at the Emerald Tower resort. She 
had been strangled by Small who also 
bashed her head with a piece of wood.

Haiti
The Dominican Republic says it is clos-

ing, temporarily, five of its consulates 
in Haiti due to security concerns in the 
French-speaking Caricom country.

A spokesman for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Miguel Medina, said 
the Government believes that “aggres-
sion” against the consulates puts staff 
at risk.

He said the five con-
sulates in Haiti will be 
closed until the adminis-
tration of Haitian Presi-
dent Michel Martelly “provides guaran-
tees of adequate protection.”

The Dominican embassy in Port-au-
Prince will remain open.

The decision by the authorities in Haiti 
to close the consulates comes a week after 
Haitians took to the streets to protest the 
mistreatment of their nationals in the 
Spanish-speaking country.

Haitians are also angered at the rul-
ing in 2013 of the Constitutional Court 
in the Dominican Republic that makes 
it difficult for people of Haitian descent 

to obtain citizenship. 
During the protest in Port-au-Prince, 

at least one person was able to climb on 
the roof of a consulate and rip down the 
Dominican flag. 

Jamaica
The Jamaica government has con-

demned the brutal murder of a 14-year-
old student who was hacked to death and 
her mutilated body dumped a few meters 
from her home recently.

Youth and Culture Minister Lisa Hanna 
in condemning the mur-
der said such attacks 
have no place in “our 
society” and is calling on 
residents in the commu-
nity to share any information they may 
have with the security forces.

Police reports indicate that Kayalicia 
Simpson, a grade eight student from 
the farming community of Newlands, 
went outside her house as she prepared 
for school. But her body was found half 
an hour after she left the house, in 
bushes close to the one-room wooden 
structure in which she lived.

Education Minister Roland Thwaites 
said that the community must assist 
in bringing Kayalicia’s killers to justice 
and Opposition Leader Andrew Hol-
ness urged the government to “move 
quickly” to address the spate of attacks 
against women and children. 
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PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
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PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
_ Haiti has set a date for delayed 
legislative elections that have 
been a source of increasing 
political friction while schedul-
ing its presidential election for 
later this year.

The election for all members 
of the Senate and Chamber of 
Deputies will be Aug. 9, accord-
ing to an announcement late 
Wednesday by Mosler Georges, 
executive director of the Provi-
sional Electoral Council.

A presidential election will be 
Oct. 25, with a runoff on Dec. 27 
if no candidate gets more than 
50 percent of the vote. Elections 
for local offices will also be held 
on Oct. 25. The dates are consid-
ered tentative until they are con-
firmed by being published in the 
government’s official gazette.

President Michel Martelly cannot 
run for re-election because the Consti-
tution bars consecutive terms.

Haiti has been under pressure by 
the U.N. and the U.S. government to 
schedule the legislative elections. They 
were supposed to be held in 2011 but 
the enabling legislation was blocked 
by a handful of opposition senators in 

a standoff with Martelly. Opponents of 
the president have been holding regu-
lar protests in the capital, calling on 
him to resign.

The terms of all sitting lawmakers 
expired in January and the president 
has been ruling by decree since then 
with an appointed prime minister and 
Cabinet.

Haiti’s President Michel Martelly, center, 
sits with his new Prime Minister Evans 
Paul, left, and fi rst lady Sofi a Martelly dur-
ing the inauguration of his new Cabinet at 
the national Palace in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, 
Monday, Jan. 19, 2015. 
 Asociated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery

Haiti sets date for delayed 
legislative elections

8705 5

MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 3/31/15

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235
www.kingsborough.edu/continuinged

K I N G S B O R O U G H  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E 

CONTINUING
EDUCATION

REGISTRATION BEGINS
MONDAY, MARCH 23rd

For information, call: (718) 368 - 5050
We accept VISA, MASTERCARD and DISCOVER cards

IN PERSON � ONLINE � BY MAIL � FAX  � PHONE

TASC TM

ARTS & CRAFTS

EMT/PARAMEDIC

HEALTHCARE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

COMPUTERS

COLLEGE FOR KIDS

ADULT FITNESS

ACCOUNTING

CULINARY ARTS

ESL

Carib. Life (CNG) General - Spring 2015 - 4.313 x 5.6875.ai   2   3/9/2015   5:05:08 PM
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Your name: (Please  print clearly)__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of nominee:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nominee’s country of origin:______________________________________________________________________________________________

Your relationship to nominee:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee’s occupation/profession:________________________________________________________________________________________

Where does your nominee currently  work? _______________________________________________________________________________

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare? _____________________________________________________________

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):________________________________________________________________________

What makes  your nominee outstanding? (100 words or less):_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you?  
Daytime  phone_________________Cell phone___________________Home phone_____________________Email______________________

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime  phone_________________Cell phone___________________Home phone_____________________Email______________________

Fax completed form to (718) 260-2579 Attn: Caribbean Life Healthcare Awards  
or Mail to: Caribbean Life

Attn: Healthcare Awards
One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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By Vinette K. Pryce
This year might be a banner 

one for Barbados’ pop princess 
Rihanna, she’s making history.

Three months into 2015, the 
singer has already been distin-
guished for outstanding and 
even pioneering achievements. 

Earlier this week Rihanna was 
named brand ambassador for 
Christian Dior, a French-owned 
fashion company. The appoint-
ment makes her the first Black 
spokesperson for the fashion 
house in its 70-year history.

“It is such a big deal for me, 
for my culture, for a lot of young 
girls of any color,” the singer 
said. “To be acknowledged by 
Dior means a lot, as a woman.” 

Her face and image will be 
seen during their Secret Gar-
den video campaign and in every 
frame of the brand’s fourth video 
series. 

She will also be the spokesper-
son and print personality to front 
their advertizing campaign. 

The trailblazing fash-
ion announcement signals an 
attempt at diversity in the fash-

ion industry which remains con-
spicuously pale.

The global achievement fol-
lowed a published cover spot-
light on Harper’s Bazaar China 
where the Caribbean island’s 
most featured talent decorated 
a few covers modeling Asian 
inspired fashion. 

In addition, she was recent-
ly named creative director at 
Puma.

Rihanna is also the face of the 
first ever digital magazine cover. 

The first ever to grace the 
cover of the first moving digital 
magazine, Rihanna again makes 
history on the special tablet edi-
tion of AnOther.

The 400-page issue features 
a button, a screen, and an audio 
jack. Already sold-out at Selfrige’s 
in London and stores in Paris, 
the $200-priced, limited edition 
magazine is activated when buy-
ers click onto the glossy publica-
tion. 

It is Rihanna that is featured 
and reportedly the luxury maga-
zines are selling like hot cakes.

Later this month with the 

release of “Home,” Rihanna will 
again achieve another feat with 
her first starring role in an ani-
mated movie.

She has recorded the sound-
track to accompany the film and 
is slated to release her eighth 
studio album later this year.

Perhaps, the windfall from 
fame is attributed to Rihanna’s 
rule of social media claiming 
16 million followers on her 
Instagram profile, and another 
42 million fans on her Twitter 
account. 

A feature-length documenta-
ry on the Barbados’ pop princess 
is in production and is report-
edly being realized through 
the efforts of a newly-formed 
production company founded 
by Peter Berg who directed the 
singer in her 2012 movie debut, 
in the film “Battleship.”

All that has been released 
about this film is that it is a doc-
umentary and that it will present 
an “unfiltered look into Rihan-
na’s life and how she’s ascended 
to become a global icon.”

Berg said he liked the idea of 

examining “a young artist at the 
top of her professional field” and 
said the project will be “much 
more a character study than a 
music film.”

The Dior girl has not released 
an album since 2012. 

However, last month she won 

a Grammy for a collaboration 
single she recorded with Kanye 
West.

 “FourFiveSeconds” also fea-
tures Sir. Paul McCartney. 

Together the three talented 
artists performed live at the 
Grammy awards.

Barbados’ Rihanna makes 
historic fashion first

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure 
designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities without 
interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring 
to emulsify fat which then releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 

body during its normal course of detoxifi cation. 
The ZERONA® procedure was proven through a 
double-blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo 
controlled study in which patients average loss 
of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 
inches compared to the placebo group that 
lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“Inches are inches, and the Zerona removes inches, more than four inches on the “test” case we did 
for The Doctors.  I have to say, I didn’t believe it at fi rst either.”        

—  Dr. Drew Ordon - Lead Physician on the Hit T.V. Show “The Doctors” 

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off  excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: March 31 at 6:15 pm
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

Singer Rihanna has a new gig: representing Christian Dior. 
The storied French fashion house said Friday that she will 
appear in an upcoming video and print ad campaign fi lmed 
in Versailles and slated to run this spring. 
 Associated Press / Jacques Brinon, File
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Neighborhood Housing Services of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Inc.
For more information, please contact

In partnership with New York State Energy Audits, Inc.

Presents
EMPOWER NEW YORK
(A FREE program for low-income residents)

Qualified applicants will receive
Energy-efficient refrigerator and/or freezer (if existing unit qualifies)

Home energy audits
Installation of high-efficiency lightings

Installation of smoke/CO detectors
Installation of low-flow shower heads

Additional services include
Attic, Rim Joist and Crawlspace Insulation (Save 20-40% on Heating Bills)

Door Weatherization & Air Sealing
Boiler/Furnace Tuning and Cleaning

Gas Leak Repairs

For more information, please contact
Gerard Miller, Community Outreach Coordinator

(718) 919-2100 or (718) 732-8022

Celebrating 23 Years of Serving Brooklyn Neighborhoods

Lekòl sa yo, se lekòl piblik gratis ki  
resevwa nenpòt timoun nan Vil Nouyòk, 
sa ki vle di tou, timoun k ap aprann lang 

angle ak timoun ki gen bezwen espesyal. 

Pran plis enfòmasyon, epi fè aplikasyon 
anvan dat 1ye avril la pase, nan adrès  

charternyc.org

Lekòl ki gen  
kontra leta 
yo (Charter 
Schools)  
louvri pòt  
sou yon lavni  
ki bèl.

www.cynthiakingdance.com

Now Accepting  
Students for  

Spring & Summer  
Sessions

Auditions on  
May 3rd from 3–6pm 

for 2015–16  
CKDS Dance Company 

Ages 7–18 
APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

BEGINNERS  
WELCOME 

Classes for all  
ages and abilities

21 Snyder Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11226    
718.521.4043

1256 Prospect Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
718.437.0101
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MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

DON’T GIVE UP

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k  6771 $7,995 
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2007 Kia Rondo, 69k 5U3219 $5,495
 2007 Honda Civic, 14k 8519 $5,995
 2006 Chrysler Pacifica, 97k 12632 $5,995
 2003 Honda Accord Coupe, 91k 021636 $5,995
 2010 Ford Focus, 73k 11853 $6,595
 2006 Toyota Camry, 106k 10431 $6,995
 2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 136k 8314 $6,995

YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Sienna, 121k 2571 $6,995
 2008 Lincoln MKZ, 177k J1656 $7,995
 2009 Toyota Sienna, 93k 391451 $8,995
 2005 Infiniti G-35, 125k 10471 $8,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515  $8,995
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888 
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900
'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

$10,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will 
be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle 
must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ̂ ^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.
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TIRED OF 
YOUR CAR? 

WE'LL BUY IT 
FROM YOU!**

DON'T MAKE 
YOUR NEXT 
PAYMENT 
UNTIL YOU 

SPEAK TO US!

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MRDon't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
YOUR TAX REFUND!

XXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500
 2005 Toyota Highlander, 127k 11850 $7,995
 2007 Toyota Rav4, 128k 11890 $7,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995
 2006 Toyota Sequoia, 150k 7929 $9,995 
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464 $12,995
   MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $8,995
 2006 Jeep Commander, 104k 12357 $8,995
 2006 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 85k J1076 $8,995
 2007 Nissan Pathfinder, 113k 9913 $9,495

AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

2014 HONDA ACCORD

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

$14,995

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will 
be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle 
must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ̂ ^Available with 

purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.
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By Tangerine Clarke
Sonya Lockett, vice presi-

dent of corporate social respon-
sibility for Black Entertainment 
Network (BET), told an audi-
ence of mostly women than 
their discussion around HIV/
AIDS should include the basics 
— Education, Prevention, and 
Testing.

During her keynote address 

at the annual “Walking In Her 
Shoes’ Women’s Empower-
ment luncheon on March 14, 
Lockett told the group that 
self-worth, self-respect, self-
care and self-love are the “four 
selves” women should value in 
their lives.

“Love yourself enough to 
face down the fear that threat-
ens to cause us to make choices 

that do not honor who we know 
ourselves to be,” Lockett said 
to the colorfully dressed ladies 
seated in the Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church annex in Brooklyn.

Head of the Emmy Award 
winning “Rap It Up” campaign 
and BET Foundation’s Wom-
en’s Health symposiums, Lock-
ett commemorated National 
Women and Girls HIV/AIDS 

Awareness Day, by saying that 
she believes in the power of 
collective voices in the fight 
against the disease. 

As a devoted advocate in 
the fight, Lockett who devel-
ops cross-network strategic 
initiatives that concern view-

ers, painted a bleak picture of 
the statistics of African Ameri-
can women, who she said were 
attracting the disease at an 
alarming rate, while the num-
bers decreased in other com-
munities.

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 

perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 

disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 

similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 

40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 

DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 

thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 

without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-

pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without it. After 

investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 

found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the interverte-

bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 

you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 

pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 

better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 

created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 

herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-

ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-

mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-

ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-

erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 

or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 

appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 

office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 

Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

From left, Sonya Lockett, BET VP, Professor Steven Cutting, 
Muriel Good-Trufant, Luticha Brown, FIT faculty staff, and 
Internet host of CSW, Selwyn Collins. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Models featuring designs by Michele Walden. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Bleak HIV/AIDS stats for 
African American women

Continued on Page 40
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Daniel Beaty gives a tour-de-
force performance, playing up to 
40 characters in “The Tallest Tree 
in the Forest,” a solo play, which 
he also wrote. It tells the life story 
of Paul Robeson, a towering figure 
among our nation’s prominent Afri-
can-Americans. Renowned director 
Moisés Kaufman returns to BAM 
(The Laramie Project, 2013 Winter/
Spring) to direct this show which has 
delighted and enlightened audiences 
from Kansas City, to LA, La Jolla, and 
Washington, DC.

The play will be held at BAM Har-
vey Theater, 651 Fulton St. on March 
22 & 28 at 2:00 p.m., March 22 & 24 
- 28 at 7:30 p.m., March 29 at 3:00 
p.m.

Born in New Jersey to a father who 
was a freed slave, Robeson (1898-
1976) rose from humble beginnings 
to become a Broadway star and inter-
national celebrity. Best known for 
playing “Joe” in the ground-breaking 
musical Show Boat (making “Ol’ Man 
River” one of the most celebrated 
show-tunes), he was also a scholar, 

athlete, activist, attorney, and an icon 
of the civil rights movement, whose 
career crumbled during the McCa-
rthy era as questions arose about his 
Communist associations.

Employing Beaty’s swift vocal and 
character transformations, mono-
logues, narrative scenes, music, 
poetry, and video, the production 
explores the evolution of Robeson’s 
career. It shows his humanity and 
courage, but does not shy away from 
his complicated character, including 

Beaty’s solo show about Paul Robeson

Continued on Page 36

 The Classical Theatre of Harlem 
(CTH) (Ty Jones, producing artistic direc-
tor; David Roberts, managing director) 
proudly announces plans for its landmark 
2015 season. The Harlem-based Ameri-
can theatre company will present its 15th 
Anniversary Celebration and Benefit Con-
cert this spring, featuring songs from the 
musical “Witness Uganda,” winner of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters 
2014 Richard Rodgers Production Award 
for Musical Theater; a free summer pro-
duction of William Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest; and the winter holiday world 
premiere of a new CTH-commissioned 
musical, “The First Noel.”

15th Anniversary Celebration 
and Benefit Concert

On Monday, April 13, CTH is set to cel-

 A new stage adaptation of Har-
riet Jacobs’ 1861 autobiography, “Inci-
dents in the Life of a Slave Girl” will 
be performed at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 24, 2015 in the Recital Hall, 
Performing Arts Center on the Uni-
versity at Albany’s uptown campus. A 
pre-performance discussion will be held 
at 7:00 p.m., and a post-performance 
discussion will conclude the show. A 
Literature to Life stage presentation of 
Young Audiences New York, the event 
is sponsored by UAlbany’s Performing 
Arts Center and the New York State 
Writers Institute. Advance tickets are 
$15 general public; $10 seniors, UAlba-

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36
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Cherita Armstrong in “Incidents in 
the Life of a Slave Girl.” 
 Photo by Jennifer Barnette

Daniel Beaty stars in “The Tallest Tree in the Forest.” Photo by Craig Schwartz

Slave Girl

Benefit 
concert

TALLEST TALLEST 
TREETREE
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Before there was a Jenny From 
The Bronx whose real name is 
Jennifer Lopez, a “Scandal”-
famed actress named Kerry 
Washington who grew up in the 
borough or even a world-famous 
rapper from the northern-most 
city limit named Grandmas-
ter Melle Mel, there was a kid 
from the Bronx named Arlene 
who loved everything about her 
Bronx community.

Born and raised on Aller-
ton Ave. – at the intersection of 
Barnes and Arno Avenues — 
when telephones were a nov-
elty, stick-ball was the sport to 
tout and the Yankees yearned 
for an athlete to rival Brooklyn’s 
super batter Jackie Robinson, the 
uptown girl was known to neigh-
bors as Arlene Weiss. 

Everyone on her block knew 
her, her older brother and sister 
and her parents — they all lived 
in a one-bedroom, one bath-
room apartment in the Mayflow-
er Building with a fox terrier 
named Spotty.

She played in the streets; 
attended Evander Childs High 
School, married to a man named 
Alan Alda and at age 82 recently 
published “Just Kids from The 

Bronx” a collection of nostalgic, 
personal accounts from 64 very 
different individuals who suc-
ceeded despite being raised in 
the poorest borough in the rich-
est city in the world.

Among them, actors Al Paci-
no and Carl Reiner, Former Army 
General and Secretary of State, 
Colin Powell, songwriter Valerie 
Simpson, and Bronxites ranging 
in ages 23 to 93.

In the book, the former military 
might who grew up on Kelly Street 
in the Hunts Point section of the 
Bronx said what he loved most was 
flying kites there. He worked for 
a Jewish storekeeper and earned 
quarters turning on and off lights 
inside a synagogue on the Sabbath 
-- a time when the orthodoxy were 
forbidden to work.

His recollections also include 
eggless egg creams, learning Yid-
dish and Teitelbaums’ Drugstore.  

Pacino recalls sleeping on 
the roofs during the summer 

when it was too hot inside the 
one bedroom he shared with 
his family.

He said the roof of his build-
ing was like a spacious terrace. 
And often he and his beloved 
grandfather would escape the 
crowds by going up to the melt-
ed-tar top landing. At the time, 
he said his Sicilian grandfather 
had first migrated to Harlem 
before settling in the Bronx.

Author Mary Higgins Clarke 
who lived in the Pelham 
Parkway section placed The 
Bronx among internationally 
acclaimed landmarks. 

“There are only three places 
that have ‘the’ in front of their 
name The Vatican, The Hague 
and The Bronx.”

She cites its beauty as the 
most alluring and memorable 
quality to recall.

Alda’s compilation of testi-
monials include athletes, sci-
entists, artists, a nun, urban 

planner, police officer as well 
as a full complement of other 
achievers who in their form-
ative years called the Bronx 
home.

Recently, after an introduc-
tion by Hunter College Presi-
dent Jennifer J. Raab, Alda 
sat with moderator Lenore 
Skenazy to reflect on the child-
hood she considers some of the 
best years of her life and in the 
process escort alums through 
a back-in-time-travel to a place 
now altered by technology and 
inevitable change. 

As if passengers on the 
time-honored excursion, 
Hunter alumnae joined with 
the former music major who 
graduated in 1954 to retrace 
her early years and for many 
rekindle the prime of their New 
York residency. 

At Hunter College’s land-
mark location known as Roo-
sevelt House — where Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
his wife Eleanor lived — Alda 
explained the genesis of her 
book and how she interviewed 
65 prominent Bronx residents 
who shared her passion for the 
borough.

As a former Bronx kid, a 
graduate of Hunter College, a 
former soldier in the US Army, 
and former student to take 
urban affairs classes at Roo-
sevelt House, a fan of her hus-
band’s “M*A*S*H” TV shows, 
the allure for yours truly was 
Alda and much more.

With like-minded alums and 
their guests arriving early for 
the one-hour launch, by the 
start a spillover room seemed 
too small to accommodate the 
capacity audience wanting to 
reminisce their youth.

Some of the Bronx’s favorite 
sons and daughters showed 
up. Curious readers did too 
and even Alda’s popular tel-
evision and Broadway actor-
husband was forced to take a 
back-seat.

Some wanted to hear the 
love-story between the Bronx 
native and the tall, handsome 
fella named Alan that changed 
the trajectory Arlene pursued. 
They married on March 15, 
1957 and are parents to three 
daughters — Eve, Elizabeth 
and Beatrice, as well as eight 
grandchildren. 

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Kid ‘From The Bronx’ shares nostalgic tales
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By Kam Williams   
Hit man Jimmy Conlon 

(Liam Neeson) and mob boss 
Shawn Maguire (Ed Harris) 
have been BFFs for decades. 
In fact, the blood brothers 
from Brooklyn are so close 
that they routinely recite their 
loyalty oath, “Wherever we’re 
going, we’re going together” as 
a reminder of their enduring 
alliance.

However, that seemingly 
unbreakable bond is shattered 

in an instant after Shawn’s 
son Danny (Boyd Holbrook) is 
gunned down in the wake of a 
drug deal gone bad with a cou-
ple of Albanian heroine dealers. 

Trouble is, Jimmy’s son Mike 
(Joel Kinnaman), who makes 
an honest living as a chauffeur 
with a limo company, just hap-
pened to be in the wrong place 

at the wrong time. For, he had 
no idea what was up when he 
was hired to serve as the pair’s 
getaway driver.

Nevertheless, revenge-mind-

ed Shawn decides that his best 
friend’s kid has to pay with his 
life. So, he informs Jimmy that 
he’s sending his assassins after 
Mike to even the score.

Of course, Jimmy warns his 
son. Mike then calls the cops, 
ignoring his father’s advice 
to avoid the local police since 
they’re bought and likely in 
cahoots with the Maguire 
crime family. When that turns 
out to be true, father and son 
end up on the run all over the 
city from both the authorities 
and bloodthirsty bad guys.

Thus unfolds “Run All 
Night,” the latest high-octane 
offering from Liam Nee-
son who’s again typecast in a 
role that he’s become close-
ly associated with ever since 
his phenomenal performance 
as an overprotective parent in 
“Taken.” This picture’s premise 
puts a slight twist on the famil-
iar theme in that Jimmy’s not 
exactly an empathetic protago-
nist given his long career as a 
feared enforcer known as “The 
Gravedigger.”

“Run All Night”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity,
sexual references,
graphic violence 
and drug use
In English and 
Albanian with subtitles
Running time: 
114 minutes
Distributor: Warner
Brothers Pictures     

Amour Fou (Unrated) 
Costume drama, set in 
Berlin in the Roman-
tic Era, about a young 
poet (Christian Friedel) 
who enters a suicide 
pact with a terminally-
ill socialite (Schnoeink) after failing 
to convince his kissing cousin (San-
dra Hueller) to do so. Supporting cast 
includes Stephan Crossmann, Barbara 
Schnitzler and Marc Bischoff. (In Ger-
man with subtitles.)

Compared to What (Unrated) Pres-
tige biopic painting an intimate por-
trait of former Congressman Barney 
Frank, who represented Massachu-
setts’ 4th District in the House of Rep-
resentatives from 1981-2013.

Danny Collins (R for profanity, 
nudity and drug use) Al Pacino plays 
the title character in this fact-based 
tale as an aging, aspiring rock star 
who decides to clean up his act and 
reconnect with his family after reread-
ing a 40-year-old letter sent to him 
by John Lennon. With Jennifer Gar-
ner, Christopher Plummer, Annette 
Bening, Bobby Cannavale and Melissa 
Benoist.

Do You Believe? (Unrated) Seren-
dipitous, faith-based drama revolving 
around a dozen strangers who turn 
to Christ after their lives unexpect-
edly intersect in catastrophic fashion. 
Co-starring Lee Majors, Mira Sorvino, 
Cybill Shepherd, Ted McGinley, Sean 
Astin, Brian Bosworth, Andrea Logan 

White and Shwayze.
Growing Up and Other Lies (Unrat-

ed) Buddy drama about a guy (Josh 
Lawson) moving back to Ohio who per-
suades his BFFS (Adam Brody, Wyatt 
Cenac and Danny Jacobs) to spend 
his last day in NYC reminiscing while 
walking all around Manhattan. With 
Amber Tamblyn, Scott Adsit and Lau-
ren Miller.   

Hunting Elephants (Unrated) Israeli 
crime comedy, set in Jerusalem, about 
a trio of revenge-minded retirees (Sas-
son Gabai, Patrick Stewart and Moni 
Moshonov) who hatch a plan to rob 
a bank with the help of a precocious 
12-year-old (Gil blank).  Featuring Yael 
Abecassis, Tzvika Hadar and Moshe 
Ivgy. (In Hebrew and English with 
subtitles.)

Kumiko, the Treasure Hunter 
(Unrated) Rinko Kikuchi handles 
the title role in this character-driven 
drama inspired by the urban legend 
about a cash-strapped woman who 
migrates from Japan to the U.S. in 
order to find the loot the film Fargo 
suggested is buried somewhere in Min-
nesota. With Shirley Venard, Nobuyuki 
Katsube, and David and Nathan Zell-
ner. (In English and Japanese with 
subtitles)

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Liam Neeson in a scene from the fi lm “Run All Day.” Photo courtesy of Rotten Tomatoes

Independent & Foreign Films

Liam Neeson on run as hunted hit man

collaborative23@verizon.net • www.go2ccj.org
89-31 161 Street, Jamaica, NY 11432

718 526-8700

“Programs that support the arts and our communities”

TYRA EMERSON
Executive Director

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

HOLIDAYS ON THE AVE

ARTS IN THE PARKSJAMS UNDER THE STARS
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his marital infidelity and the 
controversy surrounding Show 
Boat.

Music direction, incidental 
music, and arrangements by 
Kenny J. Seymour

Set design by Derek McLane; 
Costume design by Clint 
Ramos; Lighting design by 
David Lander; Sound design 
by Lindsay Jones; Projection 
design by John Narun.

About the Artists
Daniel Beaty is an award-

winning actor, singer, writer, 
and motivational speaker. He 
has performed at venues rang-
ing from Lincoln Center to the 
White House, and garnered 
numerous awards including an 
Obie for writing and perform-
ance and two NAACP Theater 
Awards. A highly requested 
keynote speaker, Beaty has 
worked throughout the US, 
Europe, and Africa, speaking 
and performing on programs 
with luminaries such as Deep-
ak Chopra, Hill Harper, Jill 
Scott, Donnie McClurkin, and 
Ruby Dee. 

An adjunct professor at 
Columbia University, diversity 
trainer, and youth development 
specialist, Beaty has spoken 

at retreats and led leadership 
training for myriad non-profits 
and corporations. In fall 2013, 
Beaty launched a nationwide 
initiative using storytelling to 
help individuals and commu-
nities heal trauma, with fund-
ing from the W.K. Kellogg and 
Ford Foundations, among oth-
ers. He holds a BA with honors 
in English and music from Yale 
University and an MFA in acting 

from the American Conserva-
tory Theatre. His poem “Knock 
Knock” became an Internet 
sensation (receiving millions 
of views) and was transformed 
into an eponymous children’s 
book. Penguin-Random House 
published his empowerment 
book “Transforming Pain to 
Power” in February 2014.

Moisés Kaufman is a play-
wright, a Tony- and Emmy-

nominated director, and a 
founder of Tectonic Theater 
Project. He directed the Broad-
way revival of The Heiress, with 
Jessica Chastain, and wrote and 
directed 33 Variations starring 
Jane Fonda, which received 
five Tony nominations. He also 
directed Rajiv Joseph’s Pulitzer 
Prize finalist Bengal Tiger at 
the Baghdad Zoo with Robin 
Williams on Broadway in 2011. 

Continued from page 33 

ebrate its 15th anniversary with 
a very special event: the New 
York City premiere of Witness 
Uganda in Concert at Harlem’s 
world famous Apollo Theater 
Soundstage. “Witness Uganda,” 
a documentary musical by two 
extraordinary new Harlem art-
ists, Griffin Matthews and Matt 
Gould, chronicles one man’s bat-
tle to find his place in a world 
full of injustice and inhumanity. 
The work asks, “Is changing the 
world even possible?” “Witness 
Uganda” will open Off-Broadway 
this fall and CTH is thrilled to 

bring its joyous and wrenching 
music to Harlem first. Proceeds 
will benefit CTH. 

The host committee includes 
Rodrick Covington, David and 
Monica Csatari, Frederick Davie 
and Michael Adams, Laurent 
Delly, Kwaku Driskell, Matt 
Gould and Griffin Matthews, 
Richard Habersham, Greg Mays, 
Joe Johnson, Ty and Jill Jones, 
Peggy and Ulrich Jorde, Jason 
and Yvonne Lee, Alex and Brad 
Linard, Greg Mays, Estela Ogiste, 
M.D., Ph.D., and Jason Ogiste, 
M.D., Billy Porter, David Rob-
erts and Paul Di Donato, Zead 
Ramadan, Juan Ignacio Rosa, 
Ken and Kate Ruck, Donavin 
and Emilie Scott, Meredith Sim-
mons, and Sue Suh.

Continued from page 33 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Style
Taylor Swift

Sugar
Maroon 5

Thinking Out Loud
Ed Sheeran

Uptown Funk!
Mark Ronson

Time of Our Lives
Pitbull & Ne-Yo

Blank Space
Taylor Swift

Love Me Like I Do
Ellie Goulding

FourFiveSeconds
Rihanna & Kanye West...

Take Me To Church
Hozier

I Don’t Mind
Usher Feat. Juicy J

Piece By Piece
Kelly Clarkson

If Your Reading This...
Drake

Fifty Shades of Grey
Soundtrack

The Fireman’s Daughter
Brandi Carlile

Morning Phase
Beck

Dark Sky Paradise
Big Sean

Discovery
Daft Punk

1989
Taylor Swift

Thank Me Later
Drake

x
Ed Sheeran

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Daniel Beaty in “The Tallest Tree in the Forest” at the  Center Theatre Group/Mark Taper 
Forum. Written and performed by Beaty and directed by Moisés  Kaufman. 
 Photo by Craig Schwartz

Theatre

ny faculty/staff, and students. 
Box Office: (518) 442-3997; 
tickets@albany.edu.

Commissioned by The New 
York Historical Society in 
2006, and developed by Amer-
ican Place Theatre, “Incidents 
in the Life of a Slave Girl” 
is a verbatim adaptation of 
the autobiography of Harriet 
Jacobs (1813-1897), an escaped 
slave, abolitionist, writer, and 
educator. While illuminat-
ing in shocking fashion the 
traumas of slavery, particu-
larly for women and children, 
the book is an inspiring tale 
of resilience and survival. 
Directed by Wynn Handman, 
Cherita Armstrong stars in 
this account of the author’s 
seven years spent hiding out 
as a fugitive in “The Loop-
hole,” a crawl space in her 
grandmother’s attic where she 
could neither sit nor stand, in 
order to protect her children 
in an effort to ensure their 
eventual freedom.

Actor Armstrong is a native 
New Yorker and a graduate of 
Utica College of Syracuse Uni-

versity. She has performed at 
numerous theatres including 
Manhattan Class Company, 
Ensemble Studio Theatre, 
New York Theatre Work-
shop, Yale Repertory Thea-
tre, St. Louis Black Repertory 
Company, Public Theatre in 
Maine, and Baltimore Center 
Stage. Her television and film 
credits include Law & Order: 
SVU, Law & Order: Trial by 
Jury, All My Children, and 
many national and regional 
commercials.

Other productions of the 
“Literature to Life” series 
that have been featured at 
the UAlbany Performing Arts 
Center in association with 
the NYS Writers Institute 
have included Sherman Alex-
ie’s “Flight,” Sue Monk Kidd’s 
“The Secret Life of Bees,” 
Frank McCourt’s “Teach-
er Man,” Greg Mortenson’s 
“Three Cups of Tea,” Jean-
nette Walls’ “The Glass Cas-
tle,” Junot Diaz’s “The Brief 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,” 
Khaled Hosseini’s “The Kite 
Runner,” Tim O’Brien’s “The 
Things They Carried,” Lois 
Lowry’s “The Giver,” Rich-
ard Wright’s “Black Boy” and 
Lemon Andersen’s “County 
of Kings.”

Continued from page 33 

Armstrong

Robeson

Matt Gould and Griffi n Matthews — Face On.
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Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Live a Pain Free 2015

In the care of 

Dr. Vincent Adamo...

 Chiropractic Care 
   For Adults And Children

 Natural Nutritional Detox, 
   Super Greens And More

Improves Your 
Circulation, 
Mobility, Mind Set, 
Overall Health

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family 
has been committed 
to serving your family 
at affordable prices 
for four generations. 

At a time 
when experience 
and integrity 
are essential, 
know Marine Park 
Funeral Home 
is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

ART EXHIBIT

DANCE 
THEATRE

meet one-on-one with Greg Johnson, 
EmblemHealth’s director of Commu-
nity Outreach and creator of the Care 
for the Family Caregiver Program. 
Greg has received numerous awards 
and recognition for health care, fam-
ily caregiving and service to others. 
Family caregivers are welcome to meet 
with him for support and advice. 

EQUINOX CELEBRATION: Grand Army 
Plaza, Union Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park West, Brooklyn; 
www.donnahenes.com; 6:15 p.m.; Free. 
Join with the urban shaman Mama 
Donna Henes and put an egg on its 
end at the 40th annual Egg-Balancing 
ceremony. This year’s performance 
features Batala NYC, an all woman 
reggae percussion band. 360 eggs will 

be supplied. 

COMEDY VARIETY SHOW: Otto’s 
Shrunken Head, 538 E 14th St, New York, 
NY 10009, Manhattan; (212) 228–2240; 
www.ottosshrunkenhead.com; 7:00 p.m.; 
Free. No Name... & A Bag O’ Chips” 
comedy will feature Megan Sass (NY 
Funny Songs Festival), comedian 
Charles McBee (FOX5-TV’s “Laughs”) 
and a few surprises. “No Name” house 
band The Summer Replacements” 
including Carl (BabyFreak) Fortunato) 
and Fernando (Dr. Sandman) Morales 
Gonzalez. 

SAT., MARCH 21
COLLEGE FAIR: First Baptist Church 
of Crown Heights, 450 Eastern Pkway. at 
Rogers Avenue, Brooklyn; (917) 826-4123; 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.; Free. Students are 
invited to learn about career and col-
lege opportunities. 

“THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF SPIR-
ITUALITY IN CONTEMPORARY AFRI-
CAN AMERICAN ART”: The Skylight 
Gallery, 1368 Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue, 
Brooklyn; (718) 636–6900; www.resto-
rationplaza.org; 3:00 p.m.; Free. In con-
junction with the exhibition “Poems for 
the Breaking of Spells,” artist Danny 
Simmons moderates a panel discussion 
on spirituality in contemporary African 
American art. Panelists include artists, 
scholars and curators. 

NATIONAL DANCE THEATRE COM-
PANY OF JAMAICA: Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College, 
2900 Campus Rd. between Amersfort 
and Kenilworth places, Brooklyn; (718) 
951–4500; www.brooklyncenteronline.
org; 8:00 p.m.; $36-$75. A premier dance 
company in the Caribbean, the group 
performs traditional music and folklore 
from Jamaica, Africa and the American 
South. 

BLUES & SOUL: LURA Restaurant NYC, 
949 Columbus Ave between 106th &107th 
Street, Manhattan; (212) 866–7500; 9:00 
p.m.; Free. New York-based blues favorites 
Renee & The Derelicts perform classic 
and original blues, rock and soul tunes. 
Featuring the vocals of the multitalented 
actress/playwright Renee Flemings, the 
band Sal Carolei (blues harp), Paul Bau-
man (guitar), Bernard Devlin (drums) 
and bassist Trevor Brown. 

SUN., MARCH 22
NATIONAL DANCE THEATRE COM-
PANY OF JAMAICA: 3:00 p.m. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College. See Saturday, March 21. 

WED., MARCH 25
FREE FORECLOSURE PREVENTION: 
Canarsie Library, 150 Rockaway Parkway 
Brooklyn, NY 11236, Brooklyn; (718) 
469–4679; 6–8 pm; Free.

LONG-RUNNING
IDENTIFICATION ENROLLMENT: The 
Bronx; Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days, 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m., Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Satur-
days, 9:00 a.m.  – 9:00 p.m., Now – Fri., 
June 26; Free. Make your appointment 
today - NYC is offering a free ID Card 
for all city residents. Enrollment in the 
program provides access to services 
and programs offered by the City as 
well as by businesses. Holder may gain 
access to all City buildings that provide 
services to the public and is an accept-
ed form of identification for accessing 
numerous City programs and services. 
Benefits also include a free one-year 
membership at many of the City’s lead-
ing museums, zoos, concert halls, and 
botanical gardens. 

WOMEN ARTISTS IN PLACE: Jamaica 
Center for the Arts & Learning, 153rd 
St. and Jamaica Ave., Queens; (718) 
658–7400; www.jcal.org; Daily, 10:00 a.m. 
– 4:00 p.m.; Now – Thurs., May 28; Free. 
This is an exciting exhibit featuring the 
works of 10 women. 

“KEHINDE WILEY: A New Republic”: 
Brooklyn Museum, 200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue, Brooklyn; (718) 
638–5000; www.brooklynmuseum.org; 
Wednesdays and Fridays – Sundays, 11:00 
a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. 
– 10:00 p.m., Now – Sun., May 24; $16 
suggested. The first museum survey of 
artist Kehinde Wiley’s prolific career. 

YOUTH MADE MEDIA (Y2M2): Hunts 
Point Recreation Center, 75 Manida St. at 
Spofford Ave., The Bronx; (212) 360–3327; 
jheffler@ciyparksfoundation.org; www.cit-
yparksfoundation.org; Weekdays, 3:00 p.m. 
– 6:00 p.m., Now – Sun., May 31; Free. 
Students 11 to 15 years old receive 
instruction in Media Arts linked to 
Environmental Science. In addition, 
children receive homework help, go on 
field trips, watch movies and so much 
more. Registration is required. 

WINTER FLEA AND HOLIDAY MAR-
KET: Brooklyn Flea, 1000 Dean St. 
between Classon and Franklin avenues, 
Brooklyn; www.brooklynflea.com; Satur-
days and Sundays, 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., 
Now – Tues., March 31; Free. A hundred 
vintage, antique and other vendors, 
plus 25 vendors selling food. 

THE BIG TERRIFIC COMEDY SHOW: 
Cameo Gallery, 93 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry Street, Brook-
lyn; (718) 302–1180; www.cameony.net; 
Wednesdays, 8:00 p.m.; Free. Standup 
comedy hosted by Max Silvestri. 

FRI., MARCH 20
ONE ON ONE CAREGIVING SUP-
PORT: Emblemhealth Neighborhood 
Care, 206-20 Linden Blvd, Queens; (866) 
539–0999; www.ehnc.com/Locations/
Cambria-Heights.aspx; 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m. Call to make an appointment to 

“KEHINDE WILEY: A New Republic”: Brooklyn Museum, 200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue, Brooklyn; (718) 638–5000; www.brooklynmuseum.org; 
Wednesdays and Fridays – Sundays, 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. 
– 10:00 p.m., Now – Sun., May 24; $16 suggested. The first museum survey of 
artist Kehinde Wiley’s prolific career.

Photo: Jason Wyche, courtesy of Sean Kelly, New York)

MAR. 21- NATIONAL 
DANCE THEATRE COMPA-
NY OF JAMAICA: Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College, 
2900 Campus Rd. between 
Amersfort and Kenilworth 
places, Brooklyn; (718) 
951–4500; www.brooklyn-
centeronline.org; 8:00 p.m.; 
$36-$75. 
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236

CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

CRIMINAL MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
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“Ladies, HIV and AIDS, 
have not gone away. Black 
women still account for a 
disproportionate number of 
cases,” said the former direc-
tor of communications and 
marketing for “LIFEbeat,” the 
Music Industry Fights Aids 
— a non-profit dedicated to 
reaching young people about 
the disease.

Lockett went to say that 
one in four new HIV infec-
tions occur among young 
people between the ages of 
13 and 24, and noted that 
BET’s yearly Black College 
tour offers testing to combat 
the spread of the disease.  

“We need to talk to our 
young people about HIV pre-
vention, about how HIV is 
transmitted, and about how 
they can protect themselves – 
and that does mean talking 
about sex,” she added.

The vibrant midday event 

included an interpretive dance 
by the Temple of Praise girls, 
and a runway fashion show 
facilitated by Professor Steven 
Cutting, of the Fashion Insti-
tute of Technology and Michelle 
Elaine Harris.

Designers included, Guy-
anese Roger Gary, Greta Wal-
lace, Michele Walden, and 
Douglas Says. Young designers 
included: Sidney Fannell, Brit-
tany Williams and 13-year-old, 
Tyyan Williams.

The insightful program, 
themed “Share Knowledge 
Take Action” was emceed by 
Luticha Brown, FIT fashion 
merchandising faculty staff, 
while Muriel Good-Trufant and 
Leslie Simmonds of the Chosen 
Women’s Ministry, the Nation-
al Black Leadership Commis-
sion on AIDS and the NY City 
Council Faith based HIV/AIDS 
Initiative hosted the initiative. 

The Caribbean Women’s 
Association made testing pos-
sible during the three-hour 
initiative that began and 
ended with prayers by Rev 
Anthony L. Trufant.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Your father always told you 

to reach for the stars.
Be the best you can be, he 

said. Never let obstacles get 
in your way. Strive for suc-
cess and challenge yourself – 
all excellent advice, but how 
can you harness astronomical 
success in this, or any econo-
my? In the new book “It’s Not 
Rocket Science” by Mary Spio, 
you’ll find some stellar ideas.

Back when you graduated 
from high school or college, 
you were expected to find a 
job, work hard, and move up 
the ladder until it was time 
to retire. The “new dream,” 
though, is to find work that 
will allow you to create “a life-
style of freedom by defining 
success your way…”

Mary Spio, as it turns out, 
lives that statement.

Born in Syracuse, New York, 

Spio’s family moved back to 
their native Ghana when she 
was a little girl. She grew up 
hearing her father’s urge to 
reach for the stars and she 
took that advice to heart: as a 
teenager, she came back Sta-
teside, finished high school, 
joined the Air Force and went 
to work for NASA. Her pas-
sion, however, lay elsewhere 
and she’s now a serial entre-
preneur and “Game Changer.”

Game Changers are a new 
“tribe” of businessperson, 
says Spio. They “change our 
world in some way… by alter-
ing the way we think… work 
or the way we live.” Not only 
do Game Changers ignore the 
rules, but they ignore conven-
tional, old-school advice, too. 
Think Copernicus, says Spio, 
Bill Gates, or Oprah. They 
share “seven key traits” with 
all Game Changers.

A big imagination is at the 
top of the list of Game Changer 
attributes. Imagination leads 
to inquisitiveness, creativity 
and ideas, and “curiosity drives 
action.” 

Game Changers have a deep 
passion for their work, and 

they live that passion in their 
everyday lives. Their compas-
sion drives them, and their 
days are spent “doing some-
thing meaningful.” They pos-
sess laser-focus in their actions 
and their “relentless hustle.” 
Game Changers are audacious, 
they make friends with risk 
and fear, and they have “pit 
bull tenacity.” Above all, they 
leave a “mark on the world.”

Lately, it seems, the math is 
simple: idea + passion + desire 
for change = success. And with 
“It’s Not Rocket Science,” that 
adds up nicely.

At first, though, on the sur-
face, it doesn’t appear that 
there’s much new here. Author 
Mary Spio essentially reiterates 
a lot of what you’ll find inside 
similar books. We’re encour-
aged to follow blueprints com-
parable to what other volumes 
espouse… but look closer. 
The twist is in illustrative sto-
ries Spio uses: they’re differ-
ent, more approachable, more 
common-man in their scope. 
Here, impossibly high-posi-
tioned, super-famous CEOs are 
not held up as the only exam-
ples of achievement. That gives 

readers a sense that, indeed, 
mega-success truly is attain-
able by anyone.

In the end, I liked this book 
quite a bit because of the 
above and because it makes 

entrepreneurship sound fun 
again. And if that’s the kind of 
approach you need to become 
the next sensation, then “It’s 
Not Rocket Science” is out of 
this world.

Book cover of “It’s Not Rocket Science.” 
 Photo courtesy of Perigee

Ghanaian ‘game changer’ 
with an illustrative twist

“It’s Not Rocket 
Science” by Mary Spio
c.2015, Perigee                                    
$24.95 / $27.95 Canada                       
244 pages   

BOOK REVIEW

chair of the Committee on 
Labor said, “Unexpected medi-
cal emergencies, childbirth, 
adoption and care of aging 
relatives are issues all mod-
ern families face, yet many are 
unable to commit the time and 
energy necessary to deal with 
these issues while balancing a 
full time job. Paid family leave 
aims to change that.”

Besides Hawaii, New York is 
the only state that has a Tem-
porary Disability Insurance 
program that has not been 
expanded to include care of new 
children and family members. 
Under this measure, employ-
ers would be required to offer 
a paid family leave benefit and 
could have workers contribute 
up to 45 cents per week to 
the policy. This employee con-
tribution would ensure up to 
12 weeks of paid family leave, 
cover two-thirds of the work-
er’s salary and guarantee job 

security during the absence.
Mario Cilento, president 

of NYS AFL-CIO, said “We 
applaud Assembly Speaker 
Heastie, Assemblywoman 
Nolan, Assemblywoman Titus 
and the Assembly Majority for 
taking the lead and strength-
ening family leave benefits. 
Their efforts give New York the 
opportunity to set an example 
for the nation in recognizing 
the importance of family leave 
without fear of financial ruin. 
The improved leave benefits as 
proposed are long overdue. No 
one should be forced to choose 
between nurturing a newborn 
or caring for a terminally ill 
family member and financial 
stability. The Assembly bill 
would not only do the right 
thing for working families, it 
would set the right course for 
other states to follow.”

Dina Bakst, co-founder and 
co-president of A Better Bal-
ance said, “Today’s vote in the 
New York State Assembly brings 
us one step closer to ensuring 
that workers no longer have to 
sacrifice their economic secu-

rity to care for a new baby or 
seriously ill loved one. A Bet-
ter Balance has long believed 
that ensuring that workers can 
care for their families when 
most needed isn’t just the right 
thing to do, it’s the smart thing 
to do for our families, economy 
and public health. We applaud 
the Assembly not only for their 
progressive vote today, but for 
their years of leadership on 
this issue.” 

Sherry Leiwant, co-presi-
dent of A Better Balance, said 
“A Better Balance applauds the 
Assembly for acting to ensure 
that working women and men 
can care for their new children 
and seriously ill family mem-
bers without risking their eco-
nomic security.  We know from 
over 12,000 New Yorkers who 
have signed our petition urg-
ing action on paid family leave 
that New York’s families need 
to know they will have sup-
port at the most critical times 
in their lives and are looking 
to their elected representatives 
in Albany to give them that 
help.”

Family leave
Continued from page 3 

HIV stats
Continued from page 32 
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fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to
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KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

888-485-4647

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
888-925-4647

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Offers subject to primary lender approval which may affect rate and or payment.  
Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

NAVI

BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
VERSA

Stk #1734, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, 15,687 mi. 

$15,995
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN
MURANO
SL

Stk #21862, 6 cyl, auto, all power, navi, 
Bluetooth, fog lights, 5916 mi. 

$14,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
ALTIMA
SL

Stk #1444, 30,457 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, sunroof, 
lthr, heated sts., back up cam, Bluetooth. 

$14,995
BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
SENTRA

Stk #1717, 4 cyl, auto, pwr
steer/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, 4000 mi. 

$16,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
JUKE SL
AWD

Stk #1567, 25,770 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, nav, 
sunroof, lthr, Bluetooth, back up cam. 

$12,995
BUY FOR

2010 NISSAN 
ROGUE

Stk #1691, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/
winds/lks, 18,066 mi. 

2011 NISSAN
MAXIMA 
PREMIERE

Stk #1724, 6 cyl, auto, pwr
steer/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, 28,645 mi. 

$20,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
MURANO 
SV AWD

Stk #1681, 40,474 mi., V6, auto, all power, 
sunroof, bluetooth, alloys. 

$19,995
BUY FOR

$12,795

4,000 MILES ALL OPTIONS

PREMIERE
EDITION

2011 HONDA
ACCORD 
EX-L

$15,995
BUY FOR

Stk #U4771, 21,889 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof,
lthr, htd & memory power sts., Bluetooth. 

2013 TOYOTA
COROLLA

$15,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1718, 4 cyl, pwr steer
/brks/winds/lks/mirrs, sunroof, 18,043 mi. 

2012 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA
TOURING

$11,995
BUY FOR

Stk #1714, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/
brks/winds/lks/mirrs, sunroof, 32,000 mi.  

*

$0
DOWN 

AVAILABLE  

$12,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN 
SENTRA

Stk #1725, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/
lks/mirrs, sunroof, 37,329 mi. 

NAVI

KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

KINGS BEST BRACKET!

GAME
WINNER

3 
POINT

WINNER

*

$22,995BUY
FOR

2010 INFINITI
EX35
AWD

Stk #U4773, 44,478 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, moonroof,
leather, heated seats, Bluetooth. 

NAVI

$22,995BUY
FOR

2011 INFINITI
EX35 
AWD

Stk #U4832, 42,787 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, leather, 
Bluetooth, memory, heated sts., back up cam

NAVI

$25,995BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #U4906, V6, auto, AWD, all power, cd/mp3, 
Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts., 13,215 mi. 

$26,795BUY
FOR

2013 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #U4905, V6, auto, AWD, all power, alum whls,
cd/mp3, bluetooth, htd/cooled sts., 19,019 mi.

$27,495BUY
FOR

2013 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #U4907, V6, auto, AWD, all power, cd/mp3, 
Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts., 18,241 mi. 

$30,995BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
FX35

Stk #U4878, V6, auto, all power, moonroof, 
cd/mp3, htd/cooled sts., 42,331 mi. 

$31,995BUY
FOR

2011 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4834, 25,165 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 
leather, back up cam, memory & htd sts.

NAVI

$34,995BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4841, 15,762 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, nav, moonroof, leather,

heated/cooled memory sts., Bluetooth, back up cam. 
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SPORTS

NEW YORK (AP) _ David Villa 
had a goal and an assist to help 
New York City FC beat 10-man New 
England 2-0 on Sunday in its home 
debut at Yankee Stadium.

Villa and Ned Grabavoy connect-
ed on a give-and-go goal in the 19th 
minute. Villa took it up the left side 

of the field and touched it to Graba-
voy, who fed it ahead. Villa split 
two defenders and chipped the ball 
inside the far post.

Villa, who has 59 goals for the 
Spain National Team, became the 
seventh Spaniard to score in MLS 
history.

Patrick Mullins, who played for 
the Revolution last season, made 
it 2-0 in the 84th minute for New 
York City FC (1-0-1). Villa used some 
nifty footwork to create space and 
sent a cross to an open Mullins at 
the far post.

New York team defeats New England

Continued on Page 44

By Azad Ali
West Indies cricketers plying their 

trade at the current ICC World Cup in 
Australia and New Zealand will have to 
pay taxes.

Normally, the West Indies cricket-
ers are exempted from paying taxes 
but under Australian laws, they cannot 
get away with it and have to pay for the 
duration of the World Cup.

This is in addition to paying taxes 
on their match fees and other revenues 
gained for the World Cup itself. 

The players will also be taxed on their 
retainer for the period that they are 
involved in this World Cup.

The West Indies players are the only 
cricketers that usually do not have 
to pay taxes because the West Indies 
Cricket Board (WICB) is registered in 

By Robert Ekin
When it comes to basketball cham-

pions in the public schools, people 
talk about Boys & Girls, Lincoln from 
Brooklyn, or Cardozo from Queens. 
Now a new champion emerged to the 
top. It was Wings Academy, located in 
the East Bronx.

And it all happened at Madison 

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Wings Academy’s Jesse Govan #15 
shoots a free throw against Gon-
zaga during a high school basket-
ball game at Baruch College in New 
York. Associated Press / Gregory Payan

New York City FC’s Mix Diskerud, left, and New England Revolution’s Charlie Davies compete for the ball 
during the second half of an MLS soccer game at Yankee Stadium in New York, Sunday, March 15, 2015. 
NYC FC defeated the Revolution 2-0. Associated Press / Seth Wenig

Wings takes 
B-ball title

Windies to 
pay taxes

NYC FC WINS NYC FC WINS 
HOME DEBUTHOME DEBUT
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Square Garden, home of the stum-
bling New York Knicks, who just 
could not get ‘it’ together this year. 
Knicks is playing without its all-star 
forward, Carmelo Anthony.

The PSAL has one in the making, 
he is a center at Wings Academy, a 
school first built n 1994.

Last year’s champion team Car-
dozo was certainly looking to defend 
its title, but just came up short at 
the Garden. They faced a stronger 
and better rival in Wings, a school 
that captured its first ever champi-
onship.

With Jessie Govan leading the 
way by scoring 17 points and grab-
bing the same number of rebounds 
in 29 minutes, Wings got by Car-
dozo 50-46 to qualify for the New 
York State tournament to be held 
in Albany. As a team, Wings totaled 
42 rebounds, 15 more than its oppo-
nent.

“My teammates look for me to 
close things out,” Jessie said after 
the game. “I couldn’t believe it 
(meaning the championship). I’m so 
happy! The way that I played showed 
that I got better and better as a 
player. Basketball is a great outlet 
for me.”

“It was hard to defend Govan’s 
size; he’s 6’7,” said Ron Naclerio, a 
coach at Cardozo. “Jessie is just a 
good player.”

Coming into the game, Wing’s 
coach  Bill Turnage was confident 
that his team could upset Cardozo. 

“We’ve been up in three or four 
other semi-final games and we just 
didn’t close out the ball games,” he 
said. “I was confident that these 
guys could get it (win) done. It’s 
everything that these guys ever 
dreamed of. 

“I’ve never realized how much 
of an impact these guys had on the 
community. I couldn’t think of a 
better group of guys to represent 
Wings Academy and bring home the 
championship.”

“We played in the world’s most 
famous arena,” said Govan. “Even in 
warm ups it’s just crazy.”

the Cayman Islands which has leni-
ency on taxes.

The players were informed of the 
tax payments by the West Indies Play-
ers Association (WIPA), however, the 
players, it is understood, did not know 
of the situation.

In this case there is nothing that 
the WICB can do to avoid the play-
ers paying taxes because it is law in 
Australia and New Zealand and out of 
their control.

The last time the West Indies play-

ers had issues with finances they 
aborted their tour of India last Octo-
ber, however there is no chance of 
that happening at this World Cup. 

New England’s best scoring chance 
came in the 41st minute. Diego Fagun-
dez sent a long cross to Juan Agudelo 
inside the 6-yard box, but his point-
blank header was blocked by goalkeep-
er Josh Saunders.

Jose Goncalves received a red card 
in the 66th minute after a takedown of 
Khiry Shelton just outside the penalty 
area. Shelton ran past the New Eng-
land (0-2-0) defense to win a long ball 
from Saunders.

It was the second straight game NYC 
FC faced a 10-man squad after Orlando 
City SC’s Aurelien Collin received a red 
card in its season opener.

Villa’s ensuing free kick against New 
England sailed just over the crossbar.

In the 63rd minute, New England 
goalkeeper Bobby Shuttleworth denied 
Villa another goal. Mix Diskerud curled 
back a ball from the baseline and Villa 
volleyed it to the upper right corner 
but Shuttleworth stretched to get a 
right hand on it.

``I’m very happy and obviously it 
wasn’t impossible to make this happen 
and play here,’’ said Villa through the 
translation of an ESPN broadcaster 
after the game. ``I’m very pleased with 
my team and their performance today. 
We have a little bit to work on.’’

Villa, the club’s first signee and cap-
tain, and Chris Wingert presented New 

York City Mayor Bill de Blasio with a 
jersey before the game. And Gram-
my-winner Ashanti sang the national 
anthem in front of the announced 
crowd of 43,507. 

Elsewhere, Blas Perez scored a brace 
and FC Dallas topped Sporting Kansas 
City 3-1, while Alvar Saborio scored on 
a penalty kick in the 86th minute to 
salvage a 3-3 draw for Real Salt Lake 
with the Philadelphia Union to high-
light week two of Major League Soc-
cer on Saturday.Justin Meram and Kei 
Kamara scored to help Columbus beat 
short-handed Toronto FC 2-0.

Meanwhile, the Seattle Sounders 
will continue to call CenturyLink Field 
home through the 2028 season after 
agreeing to a 10-year lease extension.

The Sounders and First & Goal 
Inc., which oversees operations of the 
stadium, announced the new lease 
Monday. Seattle has led the league in 
attendance playing at the facility since 
entering Major League Soccer in 2009. 
The Sounders averaged 43,734 fans 
last season, good for 27th among all 
soccer clubs in the world, and has sold 
out 109 straight MLS matches.

There had been speculation the 
Sounders would consider looking 
for their own venue after a business 
partnership separation with the Seat-
tle Seahawks last year. But Sound-
ers majority owner Joe Roth says in 
a statement that the club is ``pleased 

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

WIPA President Wavell Hinds. 
 Associated Press / Chris Brandis

New York City FC’s David Villa, second from left, scores past New England Revolution goalkeeper Bobby Shuttle-
worth, right, during the fi rst half of an MLS soccer game at Yankee Stadium in New York, Sunday, March 15, 2015. 
 Associated Press / Seth Wenig

FC beats New England 2-0

Continued from page 43 

Cricket

Basketball

to call CenturyLink our long-term 
home.’’

Saturday’s Games
Vancouver 1, Chicago 0
Columbus 2, Toronto FC 0
FC Dallas 3, Sporting Kansas City 1
Real Salt Lake 3, Philadelphia 3
San Jose 3, Seattle 2

Sunday’s Games
New York City FC 2, New England 0
Portland 2, Los Angeles 2
Friday, March 20
FC Dallas at Philadelphia
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$99
C O U N T Y

BROOKLYNCHRYSLER.COM  866-906-8338

AT KINGS COUNTY CDJR

All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 3/31/15.

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338

2010 Toyota Tundra Double Cab

$28,500

Auto, 5.7L V8,
39,740 Miles,
STK T01266,
Loaded, Limited,
4WD, Leather,
Bluetooth

2014 Dodge Durango Citadel

$39,900

Auto, 5.7L V8,
14,095 Miles,
STK P0950,
Navigation,
Leather,
Backup Camera

2012 Hyundai Sonata GLS

$14,980

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
35,794 Miles,
STK P01302,
Fully Equipped,
Sunroof, 
Heated Seats

2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee Overland

$35,495

Auto, 5.7L V8,
13,366 Miles,
STK P01288,
Fully Loaded,
Heated Seats,
Backup Camera

2014 Toyota Camry SE

$18,400

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl,
28,233 Miles,
STK P01192,
Fully Equipped,
Bluetooth, 
Fog Lights

2014 Jeep Cherokee Latitude

$21,990

Auto, 3.2L V6,
7,000 Miles,
STK P01010,
Keyless Entry,
Bluetooth,
Rear Spoiler

2009 Toyota Corolla LE

$12,300

Auto, 1.8L 4 Cyl,
36,164 Miles,
STK P01301,
Fully Equipped,
Sunroof,
Power Mirrors

2013 Hyundai Elantra Limited

$13,900

Auto, 1.8L 4 Cyl,
29,837 Miles,
STK P01300,
Fully Equipped,
Leather, 
Fog Lights

2012 Acura TSX Special Edition

$20,900

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
37,020 Miles,
STK T01294,
Fully Loaded,
Moonroof,
Fog Lights 

2015 CHRYSLER 200 LTD
2015 JEEP PATRIOT 

LATITUDE 4x42015 DODGE DART SXT 2015 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE 4x4

$99 /mo

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #CA193,  VIN FN655382,  
MSRP $25,475. Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos. 
 @ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $4,495 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $3,000 factory rebate 
& $1,541 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT520S,  VIN FD106546,  
MSRP $26,285. Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  

@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $3,995 plus  
1st mo. payment due at signing. $2,500 factory rebate 

& $1,708 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #DA037,  VIN FD182276, 
MSRP $21,140.  Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  
@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $2,995 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $1,500 factory 
rebate & $1,292 dealer discount included.

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT460,  VIN FD246069, 
MSRP $25,390.  Lease for $99/mo. for 36 mos.  

@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 security deposit. $3,495 plus 
1st mo. payment due at signing. $2,500 factory 

rebate & $1,728 dealer discount included.

00 LTD 2015 DDODGE DART SXT 2
22001155

201155 JJEEEEPP CCOOMMPPAASSSS LLAATTIITTUUDDEE 44xx442

Lease one for onlyCHECK OUT OUR FINAL FOUR LINEUP!
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Sri Lanka will play against 
South Africa, India against 
Bangladesh, Australia against 
Pakistan and New Zealand 
against the West Indies. New 
Zealand came out on top in 
Pool A with Australia second. 
India came out on top in Pool 
B with South Africa second 
while West Indies ended in 
fourth place in pool B.

Kumar Sangakkara 
Scored 496 Runs

Former Srilanka Captain 
Kumar Sangakkara is in fine 
form this 2015 ICC World Cup 
scoring 496 runs from six 
matches with three fine cen-
turies. Brendan Taylor scored 
433 runs from six matches for 
Zimbabwe. AB de Villers scored 
417 runs from six matches 
for South Africa. Tillakaratne 
Dilshan scored 395 runs from 
six matches for South Africa. 
Mahmudullah scored 344 runs 
from five matches for Bang-
ladesh Sean Williams scored 
339 runs from six matches for 
Zimbabwe.

Bowling In World Cup 
2015

Mitchell Starc, the left-hand 

fast bowler took 16 wickets 
from five games for Australia. 
Trent Boult took 15 wickets 
from six games for New Zea-
land while Josh Davey took 
15 wickets from six games for 
Scotland. Jerome Taylor took 
14 wickets from six games for 
the West Indies.

     
West Indies 
Cricketers Must Be 
More Committed

It is evident that the six 
games that the West Indies 
have played in the ICC 2015 
World Cup, some players 

were not playing to their full 
potential. To be representing 
the West Indies should be an 
honor and looking at the other 
teams that World Cup pas-
sion was evident. Why was 
Dwayne Smith allowed to start 
the West Indies innings after 
so many failures? Lendl Sim-
mons and Denesh Ramdin are 
capable of openers and some 
change had to be made after 
so many failures by Dwayne 
Smith.  

Chris Gayle for some reason 
lost focus and failed to stay at 
the wicket for a long duration. 
Head Coach Stuart Williams 
have to remind these players 
that they are participating in 
an international event. Kemar 
Roach was a disappointment. 
He has not delivered in this 
World Cup.  Jerome Taylor and 
Captain Jason Holder did their 
best to to utilize the condi-
tions available. It took the 
selectors, which include Clive 

Lloyd to acknowledge that Sul-
ieman Benn should never have 
been chosen for this World 
Cup. Narsingh Deonarine 
from Guyana would have been 
a good all round choice. Sunil 

Narine was surely missed at 
this World Cup.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies’ Jerome Taylor, right, fl ies as he delivers a ball 
watched by Ireland’s Niall O’Brien during their Cricket World 
Cup pool B match at Nelson, New Zealand, Monday, Feb. 16, 
2015.  Associated Press / Ross Setford

Cricket World Cup Quarter Finals all set

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
No matter 
where you 
shop...
Before you 
make your 
decision, 
make us 
your last 
phone call.

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. Subject to residency restrictions. (7) TTL/Resid: ‘15 Altima = $2,136/$14,235; ‘15 Rogue = $2,376/$15,626. Due at sign = $2995 Down + 1st mo pymt + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Lease based on 12k mi/yr, 15¢/mi thereafter. *Avail to eligible NMAC customers to 
return their lease vehicle prior to maturity date when they purchase or lease any MY14, MY15 or MY16 new, unregistered Nissan financed thru NMAC. Eligible lessees will receive one or more of the following: (1) A waiver of up to three remaining pymts due on the eligible NMAC lease (past due pymts & other charges will not be waived). (2) See dealer for details. 
Eligible lessees must return their current lease vehicle & sign a new contract with NMAC between 02/03/15 & 03/31/15. (3) For qual buyers based on primary lender approval. (4) Up to 72 mos for qual buyers. (5) Available. See dlr for details. (6) Subj to credit approval. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. Offers may not be combined. Exp 3 days after pub.

5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-815-4441 | BayRidgeNissan.com | DMV#7076824   NYC DCA Lic. #698282

SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Experience
BAY RIDGE NISSAN 

Certified Pre-Owned

�� 1 Year Maintenance Included (5)

�� 4000+ Cars Sold Each Year
�� 160 Point Safety Inspection
�� Buy with Confi dence

�� Luxury for Less
�� Extended Warranties 
 up to 8yr/100K(5)

�� We hand-select only the
 best off-lease & trade-in
  vehicles from our
 18-dealership network

WE CARRY ALL MAKES & MODELS

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

See dealer for benefi ts of 
Bay Ridge Certifi ed Program

DOWN PAYMENT (3)

           +
%APR FINANCING
AVAILABLE (4)0

90 DAY 
P A Y M E N T

WAIVER

2000
OWNER LOYALTY

REBATES 
UP
TO

 $

PLUS

(1)

(2)

per mo/
24 mos. lease
$2995 down

per mo/
24 mos. lease
$2995 down

2 OR MORE AT THIS PRICE
$500 Finance Cash included 
when fi nanced thru Nissan Motor 

Acceptance Corp(6)

2 OR MORE AT THIS PRICE
$1000 Finance Cash included 
when fi nanced thru Nissan Motor 

Acceptance Corp(6)

$89 | $18,495 $99 | $19,995
New 2015 Nissan Rogue S
Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. MSRP: $24,045. Model#
22115 VIN# FC807934 STK#800547, 800545

New 2015 Nissan Altima
Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. MSRP: $24,035. Model#
13015 VIN# 207273 STK#800556, 800548

(7) (7)

‘15 Altima & 
‘15 Rogue

To be representing 
the West Indies 

should be an honor 
and looking at the 
other teams that 

World Cup passion 
was evident. 

www.Caribbeanlifenews.com



Caribbean Life, Mar. 20-26, 2015 47  Q

PER MO/24 MOS

NEW 2015  
HYUNDAI

ELANTRA 
SE

www.SouthShoreHyundai.com
360 W. SUNRISE HWY., VALLEY STREAM  NY 11581

855-442-1803

0%
APR FINANCING 
66 MONTHS
AVAILABLE*

IF YOU’VE BEEN TURNED DOWN IN THE PAST, WE CAN HELP!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Divorce • Repossession • Bankruptcy • Tax Liens • First Time Buyer • Cash Income • Judgements

Credit History may affect cash down, APR% & Terms; bankruptcies must be discharged; job & steady residence required.

Tax & MV fees add’l. †Leases subj to prime lender approval with excellent (720+) credit score. 12k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Total due at signing: $145=$999. Price includes rebate. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for excess 
wear & maint. *Available with Tier 1 credit approval; on select new vehicles; in lieu of any factory rebates and dealer incentives; see dealer for details. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers valid though 3/31/15.

a division of

NYAUTOGIANT.COM

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$14,788
‘12 HYUNDAI VELOSTER
Auto, Red, Stk #U3411I, 16k mi

$14,389
‘13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS

Auto, Blue, Stk #U3383T, 13k mi

$11,689
‘08 HYUNDAI AZERA 

Auto, Gray, Stk #U3332T, 63k mi
TOP DOLLAR
FOR YOUR 

TRADE!

LOCATED  
IN FRONT OF 
THE GREEN 

ACRES  
MALL!

OVER 1000 

VEHICLES!

GREAT  
SELECTION OF  
LOW MILEAGE, 

LATE YEAR,  
PRE-OWNED 

VEHICLE

 
‘07 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS 
Auto, White, Stk #U3424T, 96k mi. .................NOW 

$6,895
‘07 DODGE CALIBER SXT HB 
Auto, Silver, Stk #U3426T, 60k mi. ..................NOW 

$7,395
‘08 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3368T, 48k mi ................... NOW 

$8,395
‘09 HYUNDAI TUCSON GLS 
Auto, Blue, Stk #U3421T, 61k mi. ...................NOW 

$8,995
‘11 TOYOTA COROLLA LE 
Auto, Silver, Stk #U3344I, 71k mi. ............... NOW 

$10,389
‘08 TOYOTA CAMRY SE 
Auto, Gold, Stk #U3414I, 88k mi. .................. NOW 

$10,788

‘10 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS 
Auto, Charcoal, Stk #U3407T, 20k mi. ........... NOW 

$10,990
‘13 HYUNDAI ACCENT GLS 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3423T, 23k mi..................NOW 

$11,639
‘11 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3402T, 41k mi ................ NOW 

$12,990
‘11 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3410T, 43k mi ................. NOW 

$13,788
‘13 HYUNDAI SONATA 
Auto, Silver, Stk #U3387T, 25k mi ............... NOW 

$13,990
‘11 HYUNDAI SONATA SE 
Auto, Red, Stk #U3410T, 51k mi .................. NOW 

$13,990

TIRED OF THE 
CREDIT FIGHT?
We make it easy as

1-2-3
1.  Prove Income  

& residence
2.  If you make  

$375 per week
3.  Have a valid  

state id or license

$145
†
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