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By Azad Ali
Trinidad and Tobago Prime Min-

ister Kamla Persad-Bissessar made 
some sweeping changes to her gov-
ernment - a few months before the 
general election.

She fired five members of her 
Cabinet, including the country’s 
Attorney General Anand Ramlogan 
and National Security Minister Garry 
Griffith, Justice Minister Emmanuel 
George, Sports Minister Rupert Grif-
fith and removed the President of 
the Senate Timothy Hamel-Smith 
on Monday night.

The shake-up came in the wake of 
a police investigation in an alleged 
witness tampering scandal involv-
ing the attorney general, which has 
also led to the firing of the National 
Security Minister Gary Griffith (a 
witness in the matter).

Ramlogan is the first attorney 
general in Trinidad and Tobago to 
be fired. The other MP to get the axe 
was Embau Moheni, minister in the 
Ministry of National Security.

She has appointed former T&T 
High Commissioner to the UK, 

Garvin Nicholas as attorney gen-
eral and retired Brigadier General 
Carl Alfonso as national security 
minister.

Other new appointments were 
leader of the Congress of the People 
(one of the coalition partners in the 
People’s Partnership government) 
Prakash Ramadhar, as minister of 
justice (in addition to his portfo-
lio of legal affairs minister), former 
national footballer Brent Sancho, 
as sports minister, Kwasi Mutema, 
minister in the Ministry of Works), 
Christine Newallo-Hosein, minis-
ter of the People and Social Devel-
opment (which was formerly held 
by PM Persad-Bissessar) and Stacy 
Roopnarine, minister in the Ministry 
of Gender Affairs.

In her television address to the 
nation on Monday night, Prime Min-
ister Persad-Bissessar dedicated just 
one line to her outgoing Attorney 
General saying; “Attorney General 
has vehemently denied the allega-
tion” (of witness tampering).

She criticized the actions of former 

Fallout from alleged witness 
tampering scandal

Continued on Page 34

By Nelson A. King
In celebration of Black History Month 

and to commemorate the legacy of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the State 
of Israel, the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council of New York (JCRC-NY) 
and the Jewish National Fund (JNF) hon-
ored Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. 
Adams with the Annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Award. 

Counsel Gen. of Israel in New York 
Amb. Ido Aharoni, Barclays Center Major-
ity Owner Bruce Ratner, chief executive 
officer of the Brooklyn Nets and Barclays 
Center Brett Yormark, executive vice 
president of JNF Russell Robinson and 
managing director of JCRC-NY Hindy 

Poupko presented Adams with the award 
at center court in the Barclays Center 
before the Brooklyn Nets’ home game 
against the Los Angeles Clippers.

“I am honored to join the illustrious 
group of leaders and activists that have 
received the prestigious Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Award from the State of Israel,” 
Adams said.

“As the first African-American to have 
the honor to serve as Brooklyn Borough 
President, I stand on the shoulders of 
giants like Dr. King and the trailblazers of 
the civil rights movement,” he added. 

“My public service is committed to fur-
thering his legacy, advancing the welfare 

Adams receives special Martin 
Luther King Jr. award

TUMULT 
IN T&T

CABINET
Garifuna Jazz celebration

Continued on Page 6

Kahlil Kwame Bell and his three-year-old (on tour with dad) warm up before 
the Saturday morning workshop with the Afri Garifuna Jazz Ensemble and 
musicians young and old (12–80) from Hartford, Connecticut. See Black 
History Month stories on pages 18, 21, 22 and 41. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Congresswoman Yvette D. 

Clarke says she has welcomed and cel-
ebrated Jamaica Prime Minister Portia 
Simpson Miller for visiting the United 
States Congress. 

During the reception, Clarke said 
on Thursday that Simpson Miller com-
mended the Congressional Black Cau-
cus (CBC) for supporting Jamaica in 
its negotiations with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), “which result-
ed in approval of US$923.3 million 
arrangement under the Extended Fund 
Facility for Jamaica on May 1, 2013.” 

Clarke, the daughter of Jamaican 
immigrants who represents the 9th 
Congressional District in Brooklyn, 
was joined by CBC Chairman G.K. But-
terfield, former CBC Chairwoman Max-
ine Waters, and other CBC members.

Simpson Miller was also joined at the 
reception by David Lipton, first deputy 
managing director of the IMF; Francis-
co Palmieri, deputy assistant secretary 
for the Caribbean and Central America 
in the Bureau of Western Hemisphere 
Affairs; and other members of the del-
egation from Jamaica, including Dr. 
Stephen Vasciannie, ambassador to 
the United States; and Lorna Johnson, 
honorary consul of the Consulate of 
Jamaica in Los Angeles.

“Today, I have the distinct honor of 
introducing a woman whose leadership 
has been invaluable to Jamaica and its 
people, the Hon. Portia Simpson Mill-
er,” said Clarke in introducing Simpson 
Miller at the reception. “A trailblazer 
in public service, born in Wood Hall in 
St. Catherine Parish, Prime Minister 
Simpson Miller has dedicated her life to 
a career in public service. 

By Vinette K. Pryce
The title and name Lieut. Gen. Vin-

cent R. Stewart may not resound with 
military familiarity the way U.S. Army 
General Colin Powell did when the lat-
ter decided policy as national security 
advisor and chairman of joint chief of 
staff.

Perhaps a reason is the fact Lieut. 
Stewart wears the uniform of the USMC 
– whose motto is “Semper Fidelis” 
(always faithful).

Another could be the fact war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan has moved from the 
front pages where it lingered during the 
President George W. Bush administra-
tion when history declared the soldier, 
the first Black to hone the key position.  

However, like the four-star general, 
under the leadership of the Command-
er-in-chief Barack Obama, the marine 

has distinguished himself through mili-
tary service and on Jan. 23 became the 
first Black and the first Marine to hold 
the position of director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA).

And while that accomplishment is 
major, the fact the military’s top spy 
chief was born and raised in Kingston, 
Jamaica makes him another Caribbean 
superstar.

Full disclosure reveals that Stewart 
lived on the island until he reached 
eighth grade. 

“I left (Kingston) about 1971, when I 
was just starting second year at King-
ston College.” 

That was about the same time Pow-
ell was making his second tour as a 
soldier in Vietnam. Stewart credits his 
upbringing in Jamaica for his success.

“The education I got there put me 

in a good position when I came to 
America.”

Although on arrival here he was 
assigned to the eight grade educators 
believed comparable to the Jamaican 
school system, Vincent reflected: “I was 
well ahead of my classmates.”

A decade later, Stewart joined the 
U.S. Marine Corps. 

He received his baccalaureate degree 
from Western Illinois University, 
Macomb, IL, where he majored in His-
tory (1981). 

He also earned master’s degrees in 
National Security and Strategic Studies 
from the Naval War College, Newport, 
RI (1995) and in National Resource 
Strategy from the Industrial College 
of the Armed Forces, National Defense 
University, Washington, D.C. (2002).

By Nelson A. King 
A New York State Supreme Court 

judge on Thursday vacated the convic-
tion of a Barbadian national who had 
spent 18 months in jail for a crime pros-
ecutors now say never occurred. 

The conviction of Michael Waithe, 
52, who has a green card and faces 
deportation because of a felony burglary 
in 1987, was vacated by Justice Neil 
Jon Firetog, who granted a motion by 
Brooklyn District Attorney Ken Thomp-
son to vacate the case.  

“This hardworking and innocent man 
came to our country for a better life and 
ended up being framed and went to 
prison for a crime that he didn’t com-
mit,” Thompson said in a statement.  

“He now faces being ripped apart from 
his family, including his three beautiful 
children and granddaughter,” Thompson 
added. “Wrongful convictions lead not 
only to wrongful imprisonment but also 
can impact a person’s job, housing or 
immigration status.”

Thompson said Waite did not com-
mit the supposed 1986 crime, which also 
never occurred. 

Waithe was a security guard at a Brook-
lyn building when a tenant “claimed she 
saw Mr. Waithe taking items out of the 
apartment,” along with two other individ-
uals she could not identify, said Prosecu-
tor Mark Hale at a hearing on Thursday.

Hale said there was no physical evi-
dence, adding that there was “scant evi-
dence a burglary had, in fact, been com-
mitted.”

He said the witness was “the sole per-
son who was responsible for the convic-
tion of the defendant.” 

In the fall, Waithe contacted the Con-

viction Review Unit at the Office of the 
Brooklyn District Attorney, which exam-
ines questionable cases at the request of 
lawyers, defendants or family members, 
according to the New York Times.

The paper said the unit’s lawyers inter-
viewed the witness, who said that no bur-
glary had occurred.

Hale said she accused Waithe “sole-
ly because she did not like him, and 

thought he was responsible for the theft 
of an auto from her.”

“These things happen in life; unfor-
tunately it happened to me,” said Wait-
he after his case was vacated.  

He recalled that, in 2011, he was 
stopped by immigration officers on 
arriving at John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport in New York from his 
native Barbados.

Jamaican Prime Minister Portia 
Simpson Miller attends a multilat-
eral meeting at the Caribbean En-
ergy Security Summit at the State 
Department in Washington, Mon-
day, Jan. 26, 2015.   
 Associated Press / Jacquelyn Martin

Michael Waithe and his girlfriend Karen Garrick leave a courtroom after 
Waithe was exonerated in New York, Thursday, Jan. 29, 2015. A state Su-
preme Court judge granted a prosecutor’s motion to vacate Waithe’s 1987 
burglary conviction. Brooklyn District Attorney Ken Thompson says in a 
statement Waithe came to the U.S. seeking a better life but was instead 
framed for a crime he didn’t commit. The green card-holder faces deporta-
tion based on the conviction.  Associated Press / Seth Wenig

Free at last: Court vacates 
conviction of Barbadian

Jamaican-born heads intelligence agency

Clarke 
welcomes 

Jamaica’s PM 
to Congress

Continued on Page 36
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Caribbean
The Trinidad-based Caribbean Court 

of Justice (CCJ) is observing its l0th 
anniversary this year, with Justice Adri-
an Saunders saying the “CCJ has come a 
long way over those 10 years.”

The CCJ, established in 2001 to replace 
the London-based Privy Council as the 
region’s final court, began operations on 
April 16, 2005.

The CCJ has both an original and 
appellate jurisdiction, 
but while most of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) countries 
are signatories to the 
Orignial jurisdiction, 
only Barbados, Guyana and Belize are 
members of the appellate jurisdiction.

The CCJ also acts as an interna-
tional tribunal interpreting the Revised 
Treaty of Chaguramas that governs the 
15-member regional integration move-
ment.

President in the first court proceed-
ings for 2015, Justice Saunders noted 
that the CCJ had come a long way from 
the solitary case that was filed in 2005.

He told the court that last year the 
CCJ delivered 21 judgments, six of which 
were from Barbados, four from Belize 
and 11 from Guyana. 

Speaking about the court’s plan for its 
tenth year of operations, Justice Saun-
ders said throughout this calendar year, 
the CCJ will be embarking on a variety of 
activities to mark the occasion.

“These activities will unfold over the 
following months and details of them 
will be published in due course,” he said.

Bahamas
More than 90 participants represent-

ing defense, law enforcement, govern-
ment and internation-
al organizations from 
the Caribbean, North 
America, South Amer-
ica, Central America 
and Europe recently attended the Car-
ibbean Nations Security Conference 
(CANSEC), co-hosted this year by the 
Royal Bahamas Defense Force (RBDF) 
and the United States Military Southern 
Command (Southcom).

The Miami-based Southern Com-
mand, otherwise known as Southcom 
says strengthening capabilities, inter-
operability and information sharing to 
effectively counter transnational organ-
ized crime in the Caribbean will be the 
focus again for military and civilian lead-
ers from 21 countries.

Southcom said international security 
leaders who met recently discussed the 
threat and ways to effectively reduce the 
presence and impact of organized crime.

This was the fifth consecutive year 
the topic was the central theme of the 
CANSEC, underscoring the importance 
of the issue for regional leaders and their 

commitment to addressing it by working 
together.

Barbados
The Barbados government has 

announced a seven million dollar ini-
tiative aimed at bringing relief to busi-
nesses on the west coast suffering from 
a shortage of natural gas.

Prime Minister Freundel Stuart told 
Parliament recently that the Nation-
al Petroleum Corporation (NPC) has 
agreed that industrial users of natu-
ral gas should switch 
immediately to alter-
native fuels for the 
short term.

The new proposals 
followed a joint meet-
ing between the technical subcommittee 
and boards of the Barbados National Oil 
Company Limited (BNOCL) and NPC.

It followed an outcry by customers, 
including several hotel and restaurant 
chains, that they were experiencing low 
gas pressure since last December.

Stuart said that NPC had discovered 
that the production of some wells had 
fallen below the economic threshold, 
but that two other wells had now been 
identified that would be connected to the 
BNOCL’s existing gathering system.

The prime minister said four small 
air mix plants are scheduled to come 
on stream by month end, while another 
plant would be set up.

The natural gas suppliers also agreed 

to transport compressed natural gas by 
trail-mounted vessels. Stuart estimated 
it would take three to four weeks to put 
the necessary infrastructure in place 
at the facility and import the necessary 
equipment.

Stuart also revealed that in an 
effort to increase gas production and 
reserves,”the BNOCL will finalize the 
relevant contracts and other arrange-
ments in order to resume its expanding 
drilling program early in the third quar-
ter of 2015.”

Grenada
A man who robbed former Prime 

Minister Tilman Thomas, after he gave 
him a ride last December was jailed for 
six months.

The court heard that Amron Mitchell 
stole EC$600 from Thomas on Dec. 19, 
2014.

Thomas, who lost the last general 
election three years ago, said Mitch-
ell was among four people, he gave a 
lift to St Andrew east of the capital, St 
George’s.

“They were stand-
ing at the Temple Junc-
tion hitching ride and 
because I was going to 
Grenville I decided to give them a lift,” 
he told the court.

Thomas said when he reached home 
he saw the pouch open and out of the 
bag. He did not realize that the money 
was gone until the police called him.

Thomas said he became aware of the 
robbery when a police officer, whose son 
was among those he had given a ride, 
called to inform him of the theft.

Mitchell, an unemployed man pleaded 
guilty to the charge.

Guyana
Former Caribbean Court of Justice 

(CCJ) judge Professor Duke Pollard is 
questioning the validity of the May 11, 
2015  Guyana elec-
tion announcement 
by President Donald 
Ramotar.

In a letter to the 
Guyana press, Prof. Pollard said “a defini-
tive determination of the election date in 
the meaning of Article 61 of the Guyana 
constitution is yet to be made.”

Prof. Pollard, who currently lectures 
at the University of Guyana argued that 
lawful appointment of an election date 
must follow announcement of the dis-
solution of Parliament.

President Ramotar recently announced 
the holding of elections, but remained 
mum on the dissolution of the 65-mem-
ber National Assembly.

Attorney General and Minister of 
Legal Affairs, Anil Nandlall, however, 
said there was no requirement for the 
dissolution to accompany announce-
ment of an election date.

“There is absolutely no obligation on 
the president to dissolve Parliament at 

Continued on Page 14

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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Jamaica’s Negril beach in the vicinity of the Tree House Hotel bar after rough seas on Good Friday 2013 and 
prior to the fi re that destroyed the Country Country Hotel restaurant in the foreground.
See story on page 16. Inter Press Service / Mary Veira

Beach erosion battle
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A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY 
ISN’T WHERE YOU START; 
IT’S HOW YOU FINISH.

JUST ASK OUR
TRANSFER STUDENTS.

ARE YOU READY FOR A CHANGE?

Accounting I Baking & Pastry I Business Management I Criminal Justice I Culinary Arts I Early Childhood Education  
Health Services Administration I Hospitality Management I Information Technology I Medical Administration I Medical Assisting 
Pharmacy Technician I Public Health I Registered Nurse 

1.877.269.7744
BRONX II NEW ROCHELLE II QUEENS II ONLINE

Every year, thousands of students who started college
elsewhere, finish at Monroe. They’re tired of feeling
like a number. They want relevant, real world 
instruction from professors who know them and will
stay after class to help them. That’s Monroe...and 
why 84% of our full-time Bachelor’s transfer students
have graduated .*

*Based on 2007 fall cohort data

Very Generous Transfer Credit Policy 

Small Class Sizes --- 22 On Average

Real World Internships - 1,574 Last Year Alone

3 Semesters/Year For Faster Degree Completion

Credit Available For Work Or Military Experience

"New York's Least Expensive Private College" 
U.S. News & World Report

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, Feb. 18th

9am - 7pm
Bronx & New Rochelle 

Campuses

KINGSVIEW HOMES Inc.

Located next to Fort Greene Park, LIU Campus, 
Metrotech and Brooklyn’s Cultural District

  PURCHASE SHARES FOR AVAILABLE 1,2,3 BEDROOM 
& STUDIO APARTMENTS

Tel. 718-875-9225
Call or visit our website for list of available apartments

Kingsview Homes Cooperative 
Located Downtown Brooklyn

KINGSVIEWHOMESINC.COM
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of every member of our human 
race,” he continued. “I thank 
Amb. Aharoni, along with my 
friends at the JCRB-NY and 
JNF for this recognition that 
underscores my bond with Isra-
el and with the Jewish people of 
Brooklyn and beyond.” 

Since 1991, the Consulate 
General of Israel in New York, 
together with JCRC-NY and 
JNF, have annually paid trib-
ute to the late Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and his 
dream of peaceful co-existence 
between people of diverse reli-
gious, cultural, and ethnic 
backgrounds, according to the 
Office of the Brooklyn Borough 
President. 

It said the State of Israel 
has embraced the legacy of Dr. 
King, “for it mirrors the values 
of hope and peace to which all 
can relate. Dr. King was a great 
friend to Israel and the Jewish 
people and was active in the 
battle against anti-Semitism.”

The tribute honors those 
individuals who embody the 
spirit and ideals of Dr. King in 
their efforts to promote diver-
sity and tolerance, the state-

ment said. 
“I am proud to continue this 

long-standing tradition with 
JCRC and JNF, and present our 
annual MLK Award on behalf 
of the State of Israel, to Brook-
lyn Borough President, Eric L. 
Adams,” Amb. Aharoni said. 

“BP Adams has dedicated 
his work to building bridges 
between peoples of all walks 
of life, upholding the legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
The people of Israel take pride 
in being the only nation out-
side of the United States to 

acknowledge Martin Luther 
King Day, and value our shared 
mission to fight against hatred 
and racism,” he added. 

“For over two decades we 
have had the privilege of rec-
ognizing leaders whose lives 
and work embody the spirit 

of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.,” said Rabbi Michael 
S. Miller. “Our honoree this 
year, Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Eric Adams, truly exem-
plifies Rev. King’s values and is 
a most worthy recipient of this 
accolade.” 

Brooklyn mayor receives MLK award 

Montefiore Einstein
Center for Heart & Vascular Care

A Healthy Heart Starts with You
Throughout the month of February, Montefiore Einstein Center for Heart and Vascular Care 
will offer free educational lectures, healthy eating demonstrations and screenings to check 
your blood pressure, blood sugar and cholesterol levels. Protect your heart from disease, 
and learn how to take better care of yourself.

If you are interested in attending a heart month event, simply show up to the event. To download the 2015 
calendar with our heart care locations, for the latest information on other events, or to find out more about 
Heart Month at Montefiore, please visit www.montefiore.org/HeartMonth.

Eating for a Healthy Heart Series –  
Lectures & Food Demos

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 | 11:30 am
Greene Medical Arts Pavilion, 8th Floor
Moses Campus, 3400 Bainbridge Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10467

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 | 2:00 pm
Montefiore Medical Group, Co-op City (Bay Plaza), Reception Area
2100 Bartow Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10475

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 | 10:00 am
Montefiore Medical Group, Bronx East, Lower Level Conference Room
2300 Westchester Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10462

National Wear Red Day

Friday, February 6, 2015 | 11:00 am
Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, Lobby
Moses Campus, 3415 Bainbridge Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10467 
#GoRed #MonteHeart

Heart Disease: Awareness and Prevention

Monday, February 9, 2015 | 1:30 pm
Thursday, February 12, 2015 | 1:30 pm
Montefiore Medical Group, Family Health Center, Reception Area 
360 East 193rd Street 
Bronx, New York 10458

Blood Pressure Screening

Thursday, February 12, 2015 | 9:00 am–3:00 pm
Montefiore Hospital, Cafeteria 
Wakefield Campus, 600 East 233rd Street 
Bronx, New York 10466

Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams is presented with the State of Israel’s annual Martin Luther King Jr. Award by 
Consul General of Israel in New York Ambassador Ido Aharoni, JNF’s Russell Robinson and JCRC-NY’s Hindy Poupko, 
during a pregame ceremony before the Brooklyn Nets hosted the Los Angeles Clippers at the Barclays Center, Monday. 
From left: Hindy Poupko, Barclays Center Majority Owner Bruce Ratner, Eric L. Adams, Ido Aharoni, Russell Robinson and 
CEO of the Brooklyn Nets and Barclays Center Brett Yormark. Photo by Tal Atzmon

Continued from cover
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OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 15% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food
& wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

SUPER SATURDAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 2/6-2/8/2015.

WEAR RED SALE. SAVE AN EXTRA 15%-20% OFF* NOW THROUGH MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Extra savings off most regular, sale, and clearance purchases when you wear red. Or, purchase an exclusive 
Red Dress Pin for $2. 100% of all Red Dress Pin sales benefit Go Red For Women®. Macy’s is a proud national 
sponsor. Go Red trademark of AHA, Red Dress trademark of DHHS. *Exclusions apply; see store for details.

TAKE AN EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF† FRI-SUN 
WITH YOUR MACY’S CARD OR PASS

USE THE $1O OFF† PASS FRI ’TIL 1PM  
OR SAT ’TIL 1PM OR SUN ’TIL 3PM OR

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY + EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF!  
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. USE PROMO CODE: SUPER FOR EXTRA SAVINGS; OFFER VALID 2/6-2/8/2015.  

EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM FOR DETAILS. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE. U.S. ONLY.  
EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

†EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE SAVINGS PASSES.

VALID 2/6-2/8/2015

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS, PLUS
FINE & FASHION JEWELRY & SELECT HOME ITEMS 
EXTRA 1O% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE WATCHES, COATS, 
SUITS, DRESSES, IMPULSE, INTIMATES, SWIM FOR HER; MEN’S SUIT 
SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS; SELECT SHOES
Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), Doorbusters, Deals of the Day, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, 
electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift 
cards, jewelry trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., 
special purchases, services. Exclusions may differ at macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, 
extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. 

EXTRA 15% OFF
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL! 
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

TEXT “CPN” TO 62297 TO GET COUPONS, SALES ALERTS & MORE!  
Max 3 msgs/wk. Msg & data rates may apply.  By texting CPN from my mobile number, I agree to receive 

marketing text messages generated by an automated dialer from Macy’s to this number. I understand that 
consent is not required to make a purchase. Text STOP to 62297 to cancel. Text HELP to 62297 for help. 

Terms & conditions at macys.com/mobilehelp   Privacy policy at macys.com/privacypolicy

WOW! PASS

Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), Doorbusters, Deals of the Day, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, 
cosmetics/fragrances, athletic apparel, shoes & accessories; Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, New Era, 
Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, services. Exclusions may differ at macys.
com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar 
savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as 
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 
VALID 2/6 ’TIL 1PM OR 2/7 ’TIL 1PM OR 2/8/2015 ’TIL 3PM.  
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

$1O OFF
ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL & SELECT HOME ITEMS 
(CANNOT BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS)

WOW! $1O OFF

A WEEKEND EVENT 
NOT TO BE MISSED! super

PREVIEW DAY TODAY!
saturday

5O%-75% OFF  
STOREWIDE 
DON’T MISS SPECTACULAR 3-DAY SPECIALS  
FRI, FEB. 6–SUN, FEB. 8
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By Nelson A. King
Heads of States and Gov-

ernments attending the Third 
Summit of the Community 
of Latin America and Carib-
bean States (CELAC) have been 
urged to call on the United 
States Congress to lift the half-
century-old trade and econom-
ic blockade imposed on Cuba 
by the United States.

Speaking in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, at the opening of the ses-
sion on Wednesday, Antigua and 
Barbuda Prime Minister Browne 
welcomed the decision of the 
governments of Cuba and the 
United States to establish diplo-
matic relations.

“We are delighted that the 
anachronistic and failed policy 
of the United States government 
of isolating Cuba is in the proc-
ess of ending,” he said. “But we 
remain concerned that the for-
mal trade embargo of Cuba by 
the United States remains codi-
fied in extra-territorial laws.”

Reiterating a plea made at 

the United Nations General 
Assembly in September last year, 
Browne called on CELAC mem-
bers to urge the U.S. Congress 
to rescind the trade embargo 
against Cuba and to normalize 
all relations “in the interest of 
the stability and well-being of 
the Hemisphere”.

The Antigua and Barbuda 
prime minister – who in Septem-
ber, during the United Nations 
General Assembly, also called 
on the United States to remove 
Cuba from a list of State Spon-
sors of Terrorism – also spoke 
on the issue of terrorism at the 
CELAC Summit noting that it 
has become a scourge on the 
face of the Earth.

He noted that the terrorist 
tactics of ISIL, Al-Qaeda and 
Boko Haram are “despicable”.

“We must condemn them vig-
orously and stand against ter-
rorism wherever it occurs, as we 
do those that occurred in the 
United States, the United King-
dom and France,” he said.

“But it is worth recalling 
that the National Consortium 
for the Study of Terrorism and 
Responses to Terrorism, based 
at the University of Maryland, 
has revealed that in 2012, ter-
rorism touched 85 countries 
and just three - Pakistan, Iraq 
and Afghanistan - suffered more 
than half of the attacks and 
fatalities,” he added. 

By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Councilman 

Jumaane D. Williams says he’s 
“deeply saddened” by a fire 
in his district early Sunday 
morning that claimed the life 
of a Grenadian mother and 
injured many others, includ-
ing a firefighter, who was 
there to save those trapped 
inside a multi-family home by 
the inferno. 

“My prayers for peace and 
comfort are with the family 
and victims,” said Williams, 
a Grenadian American, who 
represents the 45th Council 
District in Brooklyn.

“As we wait to learn more 
on the condition of those 
injured and how this tragic 
event unfolded, I would like to 
thank the fire department per-
sonnel and police officers for 
their rapid response on such a 
cold winter night,” he added. 

“More than 100 firefight-
ers were on the scene, and if 
it weren’t for their fast arrival 
and heroic actions, the dam-
age may have been much 

worse,” continued Williams, 
deputy leader and chair of the 
City Council’s Housing and 
Buildings Committee. “My 
office will be reaching out to 
ensure those affected by the 
fire receive all the help they 
need.”  

The two-alarm fire broke 
out at 3:30 a.m. Sunday in a 
three-story multi-family home 
on East 86th Street and Ave-
nue B in Canarsie, Brooklyn. 

According to reports, seven 
people were rescued from the 
fire. 

Grenadian-born Maria 
Henry, 49, was taken to nearby 
Brookdale University Hospital 
for smoke inhalation but was 
pronounced dead on arrival, 
police said.

Her Grenadian-born broth-
er, Raphael Henry, 65, a New 
York City bus mechanic, who 
ran into his burning apart-
ment to save her from the 
blaze, was rushed to Kings 
County Hospital in Brooklyn, 
where he is listed in critical 
condition. 

Brooklyn fire kills 
Grenadian mother

Call for 
ending 

embargo

DUCTLESS SPLIT SYSTEMS
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Antigua PM Gaston Browne (R) with Cuban President Raul 
Castro during a recent visit to Cuba. 
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By Carlos M. Correa
GENEVA, Feb. 3, 2015 

(IPS) - Industry’s demands 
and political pressures 
exerted by developed 
countries to expand and 
strengthen patent protec-
tion worldwide have been 
based on the argument that 
patents promote innovation 
and thereby contribute to 
achieve social, political and 
economic well-being, inde-
pendently of the level of 
development of the country 
where they are granted and 
enforced.

This view ignores the fact 
that patents do not have the 
same impact in countries 
with different industrial 
bases, research and devel-
opment (R&D) capabilities 
and availability of capital to 
finance innovation, among 
others.

Significantly, there is a 
growing body of academ-
ic studies challenging the 
belief that patents are essen-
tial to incentivise innova-
tion, even in advanced 
countries, or to enhance 
economic growth.

While many scholars call 
for a substantial reform of 
the patent system, others 
go as far as suggesting its 
abolition.

In a working paper enti-
tled The case against pat-
ents, Michele Boldrin 
and David K. Levine have 
argued that “in spite of the 
enormous increase in the 
number of patents and in 
the strength of their legal 
protection we have neither 
seen a dramatic accelera-
tion in the rate of techno-
logical progress nor a major 
increase in the levels of 
research and development 
(R&D) expenditure. There 
is strong evidence, instead, 
that patents have many neg-

ative consequences.”
“Both of these observa-

tions are consistent with 
theories of innovation that 
emphasise competition and 
first-mover advantage as 
the main drivers of inno-
vation and directly contra-
dict theories postulating 
that government-granted 
monopolies are crucial in 
order to provide incentives 
for innovation.”

The role of the patent sys-
tem is thus controversial, 
particularly in developing 
countries.

“Patents do not have the 
same impact in countries 
with different industrial 
bases, research and devel-
opment (R&D) capabilities 
and availability of capital to 
finance innovation, among 
others”

In the last 25 years, much 
emphasis has been put on 
the concept of intellectual 
property as ‘truly property’. 
Different variants of natu-
ral rights-based approach-
es have been articulated to 
justify developed countries’ 
relentless efforts to increase 
the scope and levels of intel-
lectual property protection, 
notably for patents.

The idea that patents 
are a piece of property has 
provided ideological sup-
port for an expansion of the 
protectable subject matter, 

the extension of the term 
of protection, the reinforce-
ment of the exclusive rights, 
and the strengthening of 
enforcement measures.

Patents confer exclusive 
rights. They limit the use of 
knowledge – a public good 
by its very nature – and 
competition, which pro-
motes consumer well-being 
and innovation.

Nobody can produce or 
commercialise the protect-
ed invention during the life-
time of the patent, unless 
authorised by the patent 
holder or under compulsory 
licences, which are rarely 
granted. Given the exclu-
sionary effects of patents, 
they have often been char-
acterised as ‘monopolies’.

Yet, the rights conferred 
by patents are based on 
partial and often imperfect 
factual determinations. The 
examination process does 
not allow patent offices to 
reach definitive judgments 
on patentability.

There is also uncertain-
ty regarding the validity of 
patents in the boundaries 
of what is protected under 
individual patents. The pat-
ent claims are in many cases 
ambiguous and it is unclear 
what the actually protected 
subject matter is. Austral-
ian academic Peter Drahos 
asserts that “patents, unlike 
blocks of land, do not come 
with settled boundaries.”

Thus, it is fuzziness rath-
er than definitiveness that 
characterises patent grants. 
This is not accidental, but 
deliberately sought by pat-
ent applicants to discourage 
competitors.

In addition to impre-
cise disclosures of what is 
deemed to be the inven-
tion, courts interpret pat-

By Mac Clemmens
If you’re reading this online, 

thank net neutrality.
Net neutrality is the prin-

ciple that all Internet content 
must be delivered equally. This 
article shouldn’t be transmit-
ted more slowly than another 
one. Your cat video shouldn’t be 
given priority over a TED Talk. 
More importantly, your small 
business’ website shouldn’t be 
loaded slower than Amazon’s. 
Put it this way: Net neutral-
ity prevents preferential treat-
ment; it is freedom from inter-
ference.

That freedom is crucial to 
businesses large and small. 
According to Fast Company, 
Amazon calculated that just 
one more second of page load-
ing time could cost $1.6 bil-
lion in sales each year. Ama-
zon could probably handle that 
loss, but most small businesses 
probably couldn’t, and some 
might not get off the ground. 
Imagine if Hulu or Netflix had, 
in their infancy, been forced to 
pay high fees or face tortoise-
like loading speeds.

So when the Federal Com-
munications Commission 
(FCC) released a proposal that 
would have allowed Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) to slow 
down traffic and charge a fee 
for higher speeds, small busi-
nesses took notice.

My company serves nonprof-
its—churches, domestic vio-
lence groups, educational insti-
tutions—groups that cannot 
afford to pay for faster speeds. 

Yet without net neutrality, 
commercially-sponsored con-
tent would be streamed in no 
time, while groups like these 
which are dedicated to helping 
people could see their speeds 
slow to a crawl. Our mission 
is to empower people who do 
good in the world. This pro-
posal would be devastating to 
that goal, and the groups we 
work with.

As many as four million peo-
ple commented on the pro-
posal, with the vast majority 
supporting net neutrality and 
less than one percent opposed. 
Business groups like the Amer-
ican Sustainable Business 
Council (ASBC) joined in, help-
ing to make the business case 
for net neutrality: too many 
businesses simply can’t afford 
to have their communications 
slowed.

The FCC should understand 
that there’s a sure-fire way to 
protect net neutrality: reclas-
sify broadband to fit under Title 
II of the Telecommunications 
Act, thereby giving the FCC the 
power to ensure that consum-
ers be protected.

The reclassification argu-
ment has support from none 
other than President Obama. 
“For almost a century,” he 
explained, “our law has recog-
nized that companies who con-
nect you to the world have spe-
cial obligations not to exploit 
the monopoly they enjoy. It is 
common sense that the same 
philosophy should guide any 
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It is the cheapest of cheap 
shots to dump on public offi-
cials who, in full better-safe-
than-sorry mode, make deci-
sions about how to respond to 
predicted adverse weather con-
ditions based on word relayed 
by forecasters. Politician types, 
the media and others who 
jump all over a sequence like 
we experienced recently in 
New York City, when blizzard 
conditions we were prepared 
for didn’t quite materialize, are 
flat-out intent only on exploit-
ing the possibilities they see in 
such situations for ridicule and 
general bad-mouthing aimed 
at whoever is on the hot seat. 
It’s tawdry stuff.

For some reason, elected 
officials being seen as not ade-
quately meeting the challenge 
of a weather episode tends 
to be enticing fodder for the 
media, to say nothing of the 
political capital various and 
sundry opportunists look to 
derive from it. A substantial 
snowstorm that hit the city 
in 1969 turned into a bête 
noir in the political fortunes 
of then mayor John Lindsay, 
because of sections of Queens 
that allegedly got ignored in 

the cleanup. Last year, Mayor 
de Blasio found himself with a 
first-year snow story “blessing” 
when the slow pace of snow 
removal in parts of Upper Man-
hattan produced the custom-
ary flood of irate residents, the 
media of course along to vent 
the frustrations. 

In those and other instanc-
es of perceived after-the-fact 
governmental inadequacy, a 
mayor, governor or whose ever 
call it was cannot escape blame 
if the response fails to pro-
ceed as smoothly as it should 
(reminiscent of George Bush’s 
dumbfounding thumbs-up to 
“Brownie” in the midst of what 
looked like major operational 
dysfunction to the lot of us 
during Hurricane Katrtina). 
Taking accurate measure of 
a calamitous episode during 
or after its occurrence is an 
important barometer of leader-
ship competence. But no way is 
this comparable to an official 
acting out of an abundance 
of caution in a judgment call 
about what critics are quick to 
characterize as leadership fail-
ure, when events unfold less 
ominously than was feared.    

This, sadly, is a behavioral 

norm we have come to expect 
from certain quarters. And 
when on Jan. 26 and even ear-
lier, we were told in New York 
to brace for a whopper of a 
winter storm that, to our relief 
didn’t do to us what it did to 
Eastern Long Island and else-
where, the stage was set for 
the regular flamethrowers to 
spring into action. How smart 
was it to ban non-essential 
vehicles from the roadways, to 
shut down public transporta-
tion, to close schools, etc? The 
Monday morning quarterback-
ing was off and running at a 
fast clip, as we knew it would. 
We have, unavoidably, folks in 
the media establishment who, 
faced with a choice of a “New 
York Spared” or “What Bliz-
zard?” headline driving the 
story of our recent weather 
dance, would invariably go for 
the latter. And there’s never a 
shortage of budding, blooming 
or just plain boisterous politi-

cal opportunists to sign on to a 
sentiment geared for scandal.

This notion of blaming an 
elected official for what Nature 
does or doesn’t lavish on us 
mortals is so nuts, you won-
der if those who engage in the 
wildness have any capacity at 
all for thinking through the 
kick they’re on. The official is 
guided in how to prepare for a 
weather event by what weather 
forecasters are saying. If fore-
casters at times turn out to be 
somewhat off the mark and the 
official is consequently not as 
on top of things as one might 
prefer, there is but one conclu-
sion that can be deduced from 
detractors’ criticism: that the 
official ought be better at pro-
jecting weather patterns than 
designated experts. And how 
bizarre is that!

In the case of Mayor de Bla-
sio, there’s no question but 
that unabashed identifica-
tion of himself as embarked 
on a progressive agenda would 
make the Jan. 26-27 weather 
episode more grist for the mill 
among elements who show up 
nowhere near the mayor on 
the ideological spectrum. One 
could pretty well guarantee, for 

instance, that the city’s fore-
most clown, insufferable Don-
ald  Trump, who commented 
that President Obama would 
use the city’s storm emergency 
to declare martial law here, 
would have nothing compli-
mentary to offer about Mayor 
de Blasio’s blizzard warning 
not panning out.   

For his part, de Blasio would 
likely respond no differently 
if confronted with a similar 
weather scenario down the 
road, with the pot shot takers 
doing their customary thing 
also. But a controversy now 
bubbling up seems relative —  
about some folks on the right 
making a ruckus regarding the 
vaccination of kids. If, as we 
suspect, it is also primarily 
from the right that we get the 
carping crowd, ready to lam-
bast a public official whose 
reliance on forecasters turns 
problematic, is a dis of sci-
ence what this is all about? 
The right, with its myriad con-
spiracy-theory fringe groups, 
wouldn’t be trying to tell us 
that like medical science with 
its vaccines, weather science is 
also expendable, would they?

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Getting mean-spirited about the weather
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ent claims with different theories and 
methodologies that lead to diverse out-
comes with regard to what is deemed 
protected and eventually infringed.

Another fundamental problem with 
the patent regime is that it operates on 
the basis of a limited capacity to exam-
ine the patentability of claimed inven-
tions and on a number of legal fictions 
created by legislators, patent offices or 
courts.

Such legal fictions are often dog-
matically applied, without a critical 
assessment of their justification and 
implications.

A patent is granted in most coun-
tries after a substantive examination 
is conducted to determine whether it 
meets the patentability standard estab-
lished by national laws which generally 
require novelty, inventive step (or non-
obviousness) and industrial applicabil-
ity (or utility).

However, some countries (such as 
Luxembourg and South Africa) con-
fer patents without such a substan-
tive examination or without assessing 
inventive step (for example, Switzerland 
and France).

While patent offices in develop-
ing countries (except China) receive a 
number of patent applications much 
lower than developed countries, some 
(such as Argentina, India and Thailand) 
have introduced legislative or other 
regulatory changes to tighten the appli-
cation of the patentability requirements 
and reduce, through a rigorous exami-

nation, the proliferation of patents, par-
ticularly in the pharmaceutical field.

The intervention of patent offices 
through substantive examination in 
the process of creating patent rights 
gives them an appearance of validity. 
However, such intervention offers no 
guarantee in this respect and the public 
and uninformed business actors may be 
grossly misled.

The case of South Africa, where no 
substantive examination is currently 
made, is illustrative.

Thousands of patents have been reg-
istered in South Africa to cover minor 
or trivial developments that can block 
local production or importation of low-
er-priced generic medicines. However, 
the government of South Africa recent-
ly announced its intention to introduce 
a system of substantive examination, at 
least for pharmaceutical patents.

This proposal raised stiff opposition 
from pharmaceutical multinational 
companies, which were eventually found 
to finance a covered lobbying operation 
aimed at derailing the government’s 
initiative.

On the one hand, it is to be expected 
that the introduction of such a system 
would discourage patent applications 
that may not survive a serious substan-
tive analysis; hence, the number of 
applications will presumably diminish 
over time, especially if fees are estab-
lished at a level that discourages specu-
lative patenting.

service that is based on the transmis-
sion of information—whether a phone 
call, or a packet of data.”

Small businesses need net neutrali-
ty—as does the economy as a whole. We 
can’t have a system where established 
companies with deeper pockets play by 
a different set of rules. That runs con-
trary to the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. That’s why net neutrality has 
strong support on both sides of the 
political aisle.

ISPs have argued that reclassifying 
broadband under Title II will harm 
consumers—that too much regulation 
would snuff out investment and innova-
tion, and lead to larger bills. It is under-
standable that the industry would not 
want additional regulation. But in real-
ity, reclassification would simply legally 
enforce the status quo. The Internet 
now is a place where content gets dis-
tributed equally, without forcing people 
to pay for the privilege. That’s the way 
it should stay.

Yes, ISPs would lose a potential reve-
nue stream. But, considering ISPs have 

already created an artificial scarcity in 
broadband by locking up a large per-
centage of metropolitan fiber in agree-
ments with municipalities, that’s a poor 
argument.

ISPs in many parts of the country 
already benefit from a near-total lack 
of competition, and our Internet speeds 
are slower—and cost more—than in 
many other countries. Letting ISPs 
interfere with traffic will only make 
matters worse—the Internet that works 
best is the one that works with the least 
interference.

We need an Internet that’s open and 
free to all, and we must ensure that all 
American businesses can remain com-
petitive, both domestically and globally. 
Covering broadband under Title II may 
not be ideal, but it’s currently our best 
hope to ensure the Internet remains a 
place for innovation.

Clemmens is the chief executive 
officer of Digital Deployment, a Sac-
ramento-based web development com-
pany specializing in content manage-
ment systems.

OP-EDS

Continued from page 10 

Continued from page 10 

Patent protection fiction

Net neutrality needed 
IMMIGRATION GUIDE

REMOVING IMMIGRATION NIGHTMARES
There are solutions to problems immigrants frequently experience. 

Among the problems and solutions are the following:

1. GETTING MARRIED TO 
A US CITIZEN OR GREEN 
CARD HOLDER AND BEING 
ABUSED OR ABANDONED 
BY THE SPOUSE:
If you are married to a 

US Citizen or green card holder who is abusive 
or has abandoned you, you may be entitled to 
a work permit and green card even if you are 
divorced or have a criminal record. You do not 
need your spouse to fi le for you or sponsor you 
or attend the interview with you. This relief is 
also applicable to child (including step child), 
fi ancée and parent of US citizens or green 
card holder. You can also get relief if you are 
married to a citizen or green card holder who 
was already married but did not divorce before 
marrying you, that is, a bigamy or  polygamy 
situation.

2. PARENTS OF US CITIZEN WANTING TO WORK 
AND MAINTAIN THEIR CHILDREN:
Are you a parent of a US Citizen Child or 

Green card holder? You may be 
administratively approved for 
a work permit to enable you 
to maintain your family. This is 

an administrative relief subject to 
discretion of the government officials.

3. ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO THE US:
This is a major problem but there is relief for 
special immigrants married to a US Citizen or 
green card holder or those who have US citi-
zen children. You may still get a work permit 
and green card.

4. ILLEGAL REENTRY AFTER DEPORTATION:
Did you enter the US after being deported? This 
is a crime. There is relief for special immigrants 
married to a US Citizen or green card holder. 
Hurry to talk to us before you are arrested. You 
may be entitled to relief?

5. WORK PERMIT AND GREEN CARD FOR CHIL-
DREN AND YOUNG PERSONS:

-
one other than your parent?

means to take care of you?

return to country of birth or citizenship now?
You may be entitled to work permit and or 
green card whether you entered with visa 
or not. You may still be approved even if you 
entered without inspection, entered with 
fraudulent document or overstayed your visa 
or have certain criminal record.

6. CRIMINAL RECORDS: WAIVERS AND PARDONS:
If you are convicted or pled guilty to a crime in 
the past it can generate complexities and be 
a nightmare but waivers and various special 
actions and legal procedures are available to 
relieve immigrants with past criminal records.

7. REMOVING 2-YEAR CONDITIONAL GREENCARD:
Many immigrants have found it difficult to 

either because they are not able to convince 

the government that their marriage is genuine or 
because they are not getting cooperation from 
their spouse. We can help remove conditions 
on your greencard, even if your spouse is not fi 
ling with you and even if you have been denied 
and placed in a removal proceeding. You need 

spouse or if your spouse died.

8. ASYLUM PROBLEMS AND DEPORTATION 
ORDERS:

Do you have deportation order 
on you that makes you a fugi-
tive? Hurry to talk to us before 
you are picked up by Detention 
and Removal Office (DRO). 

Your deportation may be suspended and get 
work permit & green card.

9. APPROVALS AND VISA BULLETIN PROBLEMS:
Do you have an approved petition fi led 
by your brother or sister, parents etcs and 
you were unable to apply for a green card 
because you overstayed here in US? Call us 
now. We might be able to assist you.

10. NOTICE TO APPEAR (NTA) IN IMMIGRATION 
COURT AND IMMIGRATION COURT PROCEED-
INGS:
Did you receive NTA from the government 
or are you currently in immigration court? 
Consider speaking to us for a great fi rst or 
second opinion and resolution of your case. 
You will not regret calling.

11. DO YOU NEED A WORK PERMIT, IDENTIFICA-
TION CARD AND FOREIGN TRAVEL PERMIT?
You may be entitled.

12. CBP AND TSA PROBLEMS:
Correcting travel records- US-VISIT, ADIS 
Records, Enforce/Indent Records, DHSTRIP, and 
CLASS etc. Citizens and green card holders can 
remove names from CLASS

13. CITIZENSHIP AND 
CITIZENSHIP DELAYS OR 
DENIALS:
Did you apply for citizen-
ship and you are being 

denied or unnecessarily delayed? Call us to 
enforce your rights in Federal Court.

14. WE PROCESS ALIEN WORKERS, STUDENTS, 
ENTREPRENEURS AND BUSINESS IMMIGRATION.
15. WE PROCESS CHANGE AND EXTENSION OF 
STATUS.
16. WE PROCESS ORPHAN AND ADOPTION PETI-
TIONS.
17. VICTIMS OF CRIMES RELIEFS:
Are you a victim 
of Domestic 
Violence, Sex, 
Assault, Trafficking 
and other crimes? 
You may be en-
titled to relief?

18. UNCONTESTED 
DIVORCE- FROM $399.
19. FEDERAL COURT ACTIONS.

NO AT TORNEYS FEE  
UNLESS APPROVED 

for DHS cases

Take 4 or 

SALIS LAW P.C.
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the same time when a date for National 
Elections is announced,” Nandlall was 
quoted as saying.

Haiti
United Nations Security Council 

members recently paid a visit to Haiti 
aimed in part at urging the government 
to hold long-delayed municipal and leg-
islative elections.

Representatives of the council’s 
15-member states met with government 
officials during their three-day stay, 
including President Michel Martelly. He 
began ruling by decree recently when 
Parliament was dissolved after legisla-
tors’ terms expired amid a political stale-
mate.

The UN had said in a statement it will 
assess the implementation of council 
resolutions such as the 
strengthening of Haiti’s 
police force.

Council members last 
year extended the UN 
peacekeeping mission in Haiti by a year 
and except to cut the number of troops 
from 5,021 to 2,370 by June.

The visit came just days after a new 
Haitian Cabinet and other government 
officials were sworn in. Haiti, recently 
swore in nee Prime Minister Evans Paul, 
prompting supporters of the opposition 
factions to announce new protests to 
force Martelly out of office.

He became president in 2011 and is 
scheduled to step down next year.

 
Jamaica

Jamaica’s tourism authorities are 
putting together packages to offer Ven-
ezuelan government as part of a move 
to reduce the country’s approximately 
US$3 billion debt with the oil-produc-
ing country under the trade component 
mechanism of the Petro-
Caribe agreement.

Former Director of 
Tourism John Lynch 
has been engaged as a 
consultant, and will be 
chiefly responsible for the development 
of the tourism segment of the trade-
component mechanism.

Lynch can earn up to $12 million, 
inclusive of fees and overseas travel, to 
provide consultancy in the area of airlift 
and special projects.

The arrangement, which was signed 
in September, months after he left office 
as director of tourism, saw the direct-
contracting method used to procure his 
services.

Jennifer Griffith, permanent secretary 
in the tourism and entertainment min-
istry said, “there is a tourism component 
and what we hope to do is to package 
vacation experiences for Venezuelans in 
Jamaica, as if we package them right, 
they can be used to offset the loan.” 
 — compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Get a Free Gift

Menu
Appetizer - Tomatoes & Fresh Mozzarella 

Pasta - Rotelle Machiate
5 Choice Entrée

Chicken Rollatine  Veal Marsala  Eggplant Tower
Salmon Lemon & Butter  Center Cut of Pork

DESSERT, TOP SHELF OPEN BAR & FREE VALET PARKING 
$65 Complete per adult 

                                                   *Couple and Group Seating available 

101-12 Leff erts Blvd., Richmond Hill, NY 11419
718-849-0990

www.villarussocatering.com

Valentine’s 
Day 

Dinner 
Dance
February 14

7pm-11pm

Entertainment

Music Flex
DJ



Caribbean Life, Feb. 6-12, 2015 15  BQ



16    Caribbean Life, Feb. 6-12, 2015 BQ

By Zadie Neufville
KINGSTON, Feb 2 2015 (IPS) 

- A plan that government says 
will slow the rate of erosion on 
Jamaica’s world-famous Negril 
beach is being opposed by the 
people whose livelihoods it is 
meant to protect.

Work is set to begin in 
March, but some in the tour-
ist town continue to resist the 
planned construction of two 
breakwaters, which experts say 
is one of a series of actions 
aimed at protecting the beach 
and slowing persistent erosion. 
Those opposing the plan say 
the structures will do more 
damage than good.

“Building breakwaters is not 
what stakeholders here want.  
These hard structures cause 
more erosion than they pre-
vent,” Couples Resort’s Mary 
Veira told IPS.

There is fear, Veira explained, 
that the structures will hinder 
the natural regeneration of the 
beach that currently occurs 
after each extreme weather 
event.

Government targeted the 
‘Seven Mile’ stretch of Negril’s 
coast as its climate change 
adaptation project after sever-
al studies indicated that more 
than 55 metres of beach had 
been eroded in the last 40 plus 
years. The tourist Mecca is said 
to account for 25 per cent of 
the earnings of an industry 
that is responsible for about 
half of Jamaica’s GDP.

Veira is one of a group of 
hoteliers calling for a halt to 
the breakwater project, fearing 
its construction will irreparably 
damage Negril’s tourism indus-
try. The environmental activist 
also pointed out that the struc-
ture is significantly different to 
that proposed by Smith Warner 
International (SWI) in 2008, in 
a consultation paid for by the 
community.

In addition she said, “The 
engineers who have been 
awarded the job are not coastal 
engineers.”

In a newspaper article dated 
May 2014, Veira noted: “Also 
of concern to stakeholders is 

the fact that the Environmen-
tal Engineer of National Works 
Agency, Dr. Mark Richards, 
admits such a major project 
of sea defense has really never 
been done.”

Business owners expressed 
concerns that boulders from 
the two “large rubble mound 
breakwaters” could break loose 
and destroy properties dur-
ing rough weather. They also 
worry that it will create an 
eyesore as well as cause further 
damage to the fragile marine 
ecosystem, effectively killing 
snorkeling beds.

Both the National Environ-
ment and Planning Agency 
(NEPA), which overseas envi-
ronment and planning on the 
island, and the National Works 
Agency (NWA), the entity over-
seeing the project, are adamant 
that the fears are unwarranted. 
Many hoteliers, however, con-
tinue to dig in.

The government has accused 
Veira and others of conducting 
a misinformation campaign to 
undermine the project’s cred-

ibility and the issue has divided 
the community.

The construction of the two 
breakwaters 1.2 kilometres off 
shore follows on previous work 
to strengthen the natural eco-
system protection of the coast-
al communities by replanting 
sea grass beds and mangroves 
in several vulnerable commu-
nities, including Negril. The 
structures are expected to 
break wave action and allow 
other remedial work to take 

place.
Government has said the 

beach nurturing option is out 
of the question. In May 2014, 
director of environment in the 
project’s implementing agen-
cy the Planning Institute of 
Jamaica (PIOJ) Clare Bernard 
told Negril’s business commu-
nity in a meeting that the 5.4 
million dollars earmarked for 
construction of the breakwa-
ters could not be used for beach 
nourishment.

Row over Jamaica’s bid to 
slow beach erosion

Taken April 19, 2014, this photo shows a fully restored beach 
at Negril. The sand is taken away by storms and returns a 
few months later. Hoteliers fear that the breakwater will pre-
vent the natural generation from occuring. 
 Inter Press Service / Mary Veira
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Pain & disturbance in urination?
Suspect that you may have 

prostate problems?

According to the National Ambulatory 
Medical Care Survey, one in every two men 
over age 50 suffers from an enlarged prostate, 
and at age 75, about 80% of men suffer from 
this condition. Are you part of this disturbing 
statistic? If you are a male and experience 
painful urinary symptoms that make life dif-
fi cult, it’s time to talk to a urologist. 

Symptoms and Testing
BPH (Benign prostatic hyperplasia or 

enlarged prostate) occurs when the prostate 
gland becomes enlarged due to an excess 
growth of healthy cells. The presence of an 
enlarged prostate can be identifi ed through the 
prevalence of the following symptoms:

Increased frequency & diffi culty urinating 
(especially frequent urination at night)
Weakening of the stream of urine
Feeling of incomplete emptying of the 
bladder
Diffi culty holding in urine
These symptoms emerge gradually, often 

growing and worsening. For a long time, an 
enlarged prostate (non-cancerous) may be 
present as a result of any one of these hardly 
noticeable symptoms. Such conditions are of-
ten mistakenly blamed on age, stress and other 
factors, which is absolutely not the case.

In order to rule out prostate cancer and alle-
viate symptoms, it is important to see a urolo-
gist as soon as any of these symptoms occur. 

While BPH does not cause prostate cancer, 
both affl ictions may be present at the same 
time, so it is important to continue screening 
for prostate cancer even if you already have 
BPH. The Accord Physicians Prostate Center 
is home to a unique laboratory and certifi ed 
pathologist, who can quickly and accurately 
study PSA (prostate specifi c antigen) in blood 
and, if necessary, take a painless biopsy (sam-
pling of cells) of the prostate. This eliminates 
the possibility of prostate cancer, which is 
identical with BPH in its symptoms.

Treatment
There are various treatments for an en-

larged prostate, including minimally invasive 
and surgical treatments. If symptoms begin af-
fecting your daily life, treatment options such 
as minimally invasive procedures, medica-
tion, or surgery may help. The Accord Physi-
cians Prostate Center offers a wide range of 
possibilities for the treatment of an enlarged 
prostate, including applied therapeutic and 
physiotherapeutic methods.

Minimally Invasive Procedures
Minimally invasive procedures usually al-

low patients to recovery quickly after treat-
ment with little to no complications. These 
procedures involve using microwave therapy 
to eliminate portions of the prostate.  

Medication & Drug Therapies
Medications and drug therapies are com-

monly used to relieve moderate symptoms of 
an enlarged prostate. The goal of these medi-
cations is to relax the muscles in the prostate 
and bladder in order to reduce bladder ob-
structions.

Surgical Procedures

Surgical procedures involve removing the 
inner part of the prostate through a special in-
strument inserted into the urethra. If the pros-
tate has greatly enlarged, an open prostatec-
tomy is necessary, where an incision is made 
in the abdomen from which the inner layer in 
the prostate is removed. 

Because BPH and prostate cancer can 
coexist, urologists at the Prostate Center are 
meticulous in diagnosing BPH and highly rec-
ommend regular screening for prostate cancer. 
If you experience excessive discomfort from 
your symptoms, do not hesitate to discuss 
your treatment options with one of the award-
winning urologists at the Accord Physicians 

Prostate Center. If your life has been impacted 

by BPH, come visit Prostate Center and see 
how you can restore your comfort.

You May Have An Enlarged Prostate and Not Know It!

America’s Top Urologists since 2009
Llewellyn Hyacinthe & Yuly Chalik

NEW LOCATION IN QUEENS:
107-15 Jamaica Ave.,Queens, NY 11418

LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN: 
2270 Kimball St., 101A, Brooklyn NY 11234
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235

(718) 878-3523 
www.AccordMD.net

Accord Physicians 
Prostate Center
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Don’t waste a minute. 
Find your plan at nystateofhealth.ny.gov. Or call 1-855-355-5777. 

“
”

I went for about three years without health insurance. I had to make a decision: Do you feed your family 
or pay for health insurance? As a single mom, you wonder what would happen if you got hit by a truck. 

It has been such a relief to be able to get health insurance from NY State of Health.

–Ny, Harlem, NY

“Do you feed your family 

or do you pay for 

health insurance?” 

©2014 NY State of Health
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SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERYWe Now Accept WIC

By Vinette K. Pryce
The first major snowstorm 

of 2015 may have been a bless-
ing to organizers of a move-
ment dedicated to promoting 
the Harlem culture.

On the date, three feet of 
snow was predicted to dump on 
New York City, a group called 
the Harlem Swing Dance Soci-
ety planned an information 
event to “Save The Renny.”

They hoped to present a film, 
discuss and encourage a peti-
tion drive to stop the destruc-
tion of Harlem’s historic Ren-
aissance Ballroom & Casino 
AKA The Renny.

Since the event had to be 
canceled, it is being rescheduled 
for Feb. 9, during Black His-
tory Month and perhaps a more 
fitting calendar date to bring 
enlightenment about the Har-
lem landmark that emerged the 
first theatre in New York built, 
owned and controlled by Blacks.

Perhaps it is difficult to 
imagine that in 1920 Blacks 
living in this metropolis had no 
place to meet, dance, celebrate 

or entertain. 
Particularly in the mecca 

that African Americans migrat-
ed in droves a century ago at 
the beginning of the last centu-
ry, Harlem provided few spaces 
for migrants to revel or even 
find investment opportunities 
to erect new buildings. 

Harder to imagine is how 

three men from the Carib-
bean united, acted swiftly and 
brought change by construct-
ing a viable reception hall that 
would accommodate the needs 
of an entire community.

Footnotes to historic accounts 
credit immigrants William H. 
Roach from Antigua, Cleophus 
Charity and Joseph H. Sweeney 

from Montserrat as the principal 
builders of the Renaissance.

They were members of Mar-
cus Garvey’s Universal Negro 
Improvement Association 
(UNIA) and subscribed heavily 
to the philosophy proposed by 
the Jamaican immigrant who 
urged unity among Blacks.

Garvey advocated for African 

Americans to support Black-
owned businesses. With an 
almost explosive membership 
base, the UNIA encouraged 
Blacks to embrace the unique-
ness of the Renaissance.

Commissioned that year to 
build a block-long complex at 
137th St. the three men erect-
ed a two story tall building 
that accommodated a 900-seat 
movie theater, a large space 
for dances, meetings, pri-
vate parties and even sport-
ing events. Completed in 1924, 
the iconic complex showcased 
accomplishments of African 
Americans during the Harlem 
Renaissance period which is 
acclaimed for its abundance 
artistic revolution and culture. 

Roach and Joseph Sweeney 
were championed for over-
seeing the only major black-
owned uptown theater during 
this time. 

Roach who owned a house-
cleaning service and ran a real 
estate business bought the 
northeast corner of 137th St. 

First Black-owned theater faces uncertain future

Harlem’s historic Renaissance Ballroom & Casino AKA The Renny.

Continued on Page 38

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH SALUTE
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Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
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LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital of the World

COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org
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By Nelson A. King 
Dame Mary Eugenia Charles: May 

15, 1919 - Sept. 6, 2005.
For championing the United States’ 

invasion of Grenada after the assas-
sination of its Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop, and for her “strongly opin-
ionated, uncompromising leadership 
style,” Dame Mary Eugenia Charles 
was called “The Iron Lady of the Car-
ibbean,” according to the Dominica 
Academy of Arts and Sciences (DAAS), 
which honored her posthumously in 
February 2010.

“She was a remarkable woman who 
held her own on the world stage with 
distinction,” DAAS said. 

The late Dominica Prime Minister 
was born on May 15, 1919 in the village 
of Pointe Michel, Dominica. 

Her father, John Baptiste “JB” 
Charles, was of humble background; 
but through hard work and persever-
ance, he became a prominent and 
wealthy landowner and banker, DAAS 
said. 

Dame Eugenia’s mother, Josephine, 
ran the family grocery in Roseau, the 
Dominica capital, and a bakery in 
Pointe Michel. 

Eugenia was the last of four children. 
She attended the Convent High School 
in Dominica and St. Joseph’s Convent 
in Grenada, becoming interested in law 
while working at the magistrate’s court 
in Roseau, DAAS said. 

She read law at the University of 
Toronto and the London School of 
Economics, and was called to the Bar at 
London’s Inner Temple in 1949, accord-
ing to DAAS. 

She passed the bar in 1950, and 
returned to Dominica as the island’s 
first female lawyer, specializing in prop-
erty law. 

In 1968, she helped form, and was 
elected leader of the Dominica Free-
dom Party (DFP). 

By Les Slater
A befuddling curiosity it is, how 

conspicuously absent Hazel Scott’s 
name and contribution on more 
than one level have been from the 
story of African American struggle 
and survival, in New York City and 
in the U.S. overall. For an individual 
who accomplished as much as she 
did, both as an exceptionally gift-
ed artist and a crusader for equal 
rights, Scott’s exclusion from, or 
at best minimalist presence in, the 
honor roll of outstanding trailblaz-
ers of color is a travesty. 

Born in Trinidad in 1920, Scott 
migrated with her family to the 
U.S. when she was four years old, 
the family settling in the cultural 
oasis that was New York’s Har-
lem. No doubt influenced by her 
mother, a musician, Scott’s piano 
playing ability soon established her 
as a child prodigy, and as early as 
age 8, she was given scholarships 
to study at famed Juilliard School. 
The young musical wiz, who could 
also deliver vocals with the best 
of them, was already doing gigs in 
her teens, including performances 
on radio. Jazz piano stalwarts such 
as Art Tatum and Teddy Wilson 
were said to be among her mentors 
in that genre. But Scott remained 
a top-echelon performer of classi-
cal music as well, and in time her 
ingenuity in concocting swinging 
interpretations of classical compo-
sitions would boost her growing 
popularity.

Scott’s standout talent led to 
engagements in leading New York 
nightclubs, like trendy Café Society 
and the Cotton Club; to appearanc-
es with major headliners, including 
sharing the bill at Roseland with 
the Count Basie orchestra; and to 
multiple musical theater produc-
tions, including stints at Carnegie 
Hall. Amazingly, this was all hap-
pening when she was but a young, 
twentyish dynamo. Added to which, 
the Scott package included  viva-
ciousness. Blessed with an attrac-
tiveness that only enhanced her 
stage appeal, she was a natural for 
films and, when it became part 
of the entertainment menu, tel-
evision. By 1945 she had appeared 
in films for major studios, includ-
ing “Something to Shout About,” 

“Broadway Rhythm,” “I Dood It” 
and “Rhapsody in Blue.”

Scott was said to have given indi-
cations of being independent-mind-
ed from rather early, which evident-
ly framed her perspective on the 
social condition for people of color. 
What seems clear is that by the 
time she had become a much-in-
demand performing artist, she was 
determined to stand firm against 
the systemic inequality that was an 
everyday reality for people of color.  

She refused to perform in segre-
gated venues. She once successfully 
sued a restaurant in Washington 
state for denying her service because 
of her color. When Hollywood beck-
oned, Scott was adamant about not 
accepting roles that perpetuated 
what had become the black stere-
otype for movies of the era – roles 
which invariably presented blacks 
as dispensable sideshow props. She 
also insisted on having control over 
how she appeared in films, reserv-
ing the right to wear her own cloth-

ing if she wasn’t satisfied with a 
studio’s choice of wardrobe.

This obviously was unusual 
spunk for a young artist. And hav-
ing demonstrated how prepared she 
was to battle the establishment in 
her professional career, whenever 
she felt short-changed on account 
of her race, it was hardly a surprise 
that she would be driven by the 
same fighting spirit to rail against 
injustice to people of color through-
out the society. The commitment 
to such activism could only inten-
sify when, in 1945, she married 
the political firebrand and powerful 
pastor of Harlem’s Abyssinian Bap-
tist Church, Adam Clayton Powell, 
Jr. Even so, the 1940s were a heady 
time for Scott professionally, as she 
maintained a busy engagement 
schedule. Then in June, 1950 she 
ascended to another plateau when 
she became host of her own televi-
sion show on the DuMont network, 
one of the first African American 
women given such a role. 

Dame Mary Eugenia Charles. 
 Associated Press / Daniel Morel

Irrepressible, super-
talented Hazel Scott

‘The Iron 
Lady of the 
Caribbean’

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH SALUTE

Hazel Scott, the pianist whose repertoire ranged from Bach to Boo-
gie-Woogie, is seen on arrival at Paddington Station, London, on the  
afternoon of Sept. 4. 1951. Miss Scott, a native of Trinidad, enjoyed 
a three-fold reputation in America, composer, pianist and vocalist. 
She appeared at the London Palladium on Sept. 10 for the fi rst time 
in this country. Associated Pres, File
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By Nelson A. King 
Maurice Rupert Bishop was 

the prime minister of Grenada 
from March 15, 1979 to Oct. 
19, 1983, the day when he was 
executed at Fort Rupert in St. 
George’s, the Grenada capital.

At the same time, Bishop 
was also commander-in-chief 
of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Grenada; chairman of 
the Central Committee of the 
New Jewel Movement (NJM); 
and minister of information, 
defense and interior of the Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Govern-
ment of Grenada (PRG). 

According to the Grenada 
Revolution Online, Bishop was 
6’ 3” tall, an excellent speaker 
and “a handsome man with 
recognized charismatic fea-
tures of personality.”

The Grenada Revolution 
Online said Bishop was known 
to be pragmatic in that he held 
that the results of an idea are 
the best criteria by which to 

judge its merit. 
But The Grenada Revolution 

Online said Bishop’s charisma 
and his democratic sensibilities 
“proved not to be a substitute 
for wielding authority and lead-
ership.”

Born on May 29, 1944 in 
[Dutch] Aruba, he moved to 
Grenada from Aruba in 1950 
with his late Grenadian parents 
Rupert and Alimenta Bishop, 
along with his sisters Ann and 
Maureen. 

Bishop attended his first 
school in Grenada when he 
was six years old, the Wesley 
Hall Primary School and, in 
the next year, passed on to St. 
George’s Roman Catholic Pri-
mary School.

Maurice Bishop went on 
scholarship – one of four gov-
ernment scholarship students 
– to the Roman Catholic Pres-
entation Brothers’ College in 
1957. At this secondary school, 
Bishop won the 1962 Princi-

pal’s Gold medal for “outstand-
ing academic and overall abil-
ity.” 

Bernard Coard – who was 
Bishop’s deputy and who fell 
out with Bishop in leading his 
eventual assassination – and 
Bishop did not attend the 
same secondary school. Coard 
attended the Grenada Boys 
Secondary School [GBSS].

At Presentation, Bishop 
attained his Senior Cambridge 
and Higher School Certificates. 
He was president of the Stu-
dents’ Union, president of the 
Debating Society, and founda-
tion member and president of 
the Historical Society. 

Bishop was also the editor of 
the school magazine at Pres-
entation College, the “Student 
Voice,” according to the Gre-
nada Revolution online. He 
received the 1962 Principal’s 
Gold Medal at Presentation 
College.

He was co-founder in 1963, 

with Bernard Coard, of the 
Grenada Assembly of Youth 
After Truth. This organiza-
tion was designed to enable 
the students of Presentation 
College and GBSS to “address 
the important questions of the 
day,” The Grenada Revolution 
Online said.    Bishop gradu-
ated from Presentation Broth-
ers’ College in 1962.

After secondary school grad-
uation, for about nine months, 
Bishop and Coard continued 
the “Grenada Assembly of 
Youth After Truth” while Bish-

op was working at the Registry 
in Grenada. 

But The Grenada Revolu-
tion Online said, “The Grenada 
Assembly of Youth After Truth” 
dissolved after nine months. 
Maurice Bishop left for Great 
Britain in December 1963, at 
19, to study law, and Coard 
went to Brandeis University in 
the United States to study eco-
nomics.

In the course of one of these 
demonstrations, Bishop was 
freed from house arrest by the 
crowd. 

Slain Grenada revolutionary 
leader Maurice Bishop

A TRUSTED NAME 
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Frank J. Barone
FUNERAL HOME

Servicing The Caribbean Community For Over 50 Years
Telephone: Day or Night

718-629-2047
Seating from 80-250

Deceased Shipped Back Home
For Burial If Desired

AFFORDABLE PRICING
4502 Avenue “D”
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In this May 1, 1980 fi le photo, then Grenada’s Prime Minis-
ter Maurice Bishop, center, is fl anked by Cuba’s leader Fidel 
Castro, right, and Nicaragua’s President Daniel Ortega in 
Havana, Cuba. Associated Press / File
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We’re saving
for an 
emergency.

What would you do

with your refund? 

Text “Refund” to 97779* and join #GotMyRefund

conversations on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
*Message and data rates may apply. Check with your service provider.

You may be eligible for up to $10,000 

from tax credits, including the Earned 

Income Tax Credit (EITC).

Call 311 or go to nyc.gov/taxprep for ways to file your taxes for FREE.
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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T he trend of long-married 
couples calling it quits 
has been growing. How-

ever, there are some steps cou-
ples can take to keep their re-
lationships going strong.

According to the AARP, di-
vorces among people over the 
age of 50 have doubled since 
1990. According to Susan 
Brown, co-director of the Na-
tional Center for Family and 
Marriage Research at Bowl-
ing Green State University, 
one out of three baby boomers 
will face their golden years 
unmarried.

There are a number of rea-
sons why divorce rates have 
skyrocketed among the over-
50 set. Understanding just 
why these divorces are tak-
ing place and taking proactive 
steps to alleviate some of the 
divorce triggers can be a rec-
ipe for a happy marriage that 
continues throughout a cou-
ple’s golden years.

Increase accountability
Ours is a transient society 

where families no longer bat 
an eyelash over moving great 
distances away from other 
family members. As a result, 
boomers may feel like they 
are not connected to children 
or grandchildren. With this 
in mind, they may feel less at-
tached to their marriage or 
their responsibilities, or be-
lieve that no one will get hurt 
by a divorce. Keeping fami-
lies close and remaining in 
frequent contact can increase 
accountability and reduce the 
propensity for divorce.

Get things in the open 
A major reason for a failed 

marriage is years of avoid-
ing signifi cant issues, rather 
than addressing problems. 
Couples should make time 
to talk to each other about 
anything that might be both-
ering them, rather than let-

ting too many things slide. If 
these conversations turn into 
shouting matches, there is al-
ways the option of bringing 
in a third party to serve as a 
mediator.

Spend time apart 
After retirement, couples 

may fi nd themselves spending 
hours upon hours in each oth-
er’s company. While togeth-
erness can be benefi cial, too 
much time spent together may 
lead to feelings of suffocation 
and the perception that each 
member of the relationship is 
no longer his or her own per-
son. 

Individuals can remedy 
this by doing more things on 
their own, whether spending 
time apart with friends or en-
gaging in hobby time with-
out your spouse. After all, ab-
sence makes the heart grow 
fonder. Brief periods of sepa-
ration can make the time mar-

ried couples do spend together 
feel more meaningful.

Renew your vows
After 30 or more years, 

the vows you shared on your 
wedding day may be a distant 
memory. Some people may 
have different views on the 
permanence of vows, putting 
personal happiness ahead of 
the happiness of the couple. 
Take stock of what you prom-
ised one another on your wed-
ding day and stick to those 
words.

Become a comedian
Laughter has a way of dis-

solving a tenuous situation. 
Focus energy on laughing at 
mistakes instead of pointing 
blame. Couples can make fun 
of themselves and resolve to 
not take things too seriously.

Act like you’re dating
Couples often become 

complacent after many years 
of marriage. They may forget 
about the little details that 
made the relationship fun in 
the early years. 

The personal notes and 
cards and other surprises 
may fall by the wayside af-
ter being together for some 
time. Make an effort to go 
on dates, write love notes, 
and think of what was ap-
preciated by your partners 
when you were in the dating 
stage.

Practice selflessness
Sometimes all that is 

needed to rekindle a rela-
tionship is a selfl ess act that 
shows how much you care for 
your partner. 

Couples who are on the 
fence with regard to divorce 
can make an effort to im-
prove the relationship rather 
than simply see divorce as 
the best option. 

Keeping marriage 
going strong into your 

golden years

Happily 
ever 
after
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Pain
stops you
We can get you 

started!

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various 

forms of treatment. Immediate and long term relief 

for head, neck, face, shoulder, arm, lower back, leg, 

knee, and ankle pain.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 

improve joint mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 

treatment of all neurological disorders

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize 

the area of injury. 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 

bulging discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain 

your independence by improving your balance and 

coordination (covered by most medicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates 

detailed evaluation, diagnosis and non-operative 

treatment and care.

Our comprehensive treatment program promotes 

a fast, safe, return to health

3500 Nostrand Avenue 
(between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 12 pm

www.HQBK.com

ELDERCARE TODAY

New Medicaid program 
could impact seniors
BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

M y 97-year-old mother-in-law 
Lillian has been receiving her 
medical care through the orig-

inal Medicare since she turned 65. It 
covers her doctor visits, lab tests, and 
prescription drugs. When she turned 
90 she started to need assistance with 
dressing and eating. Since she has lim-
ited income and assets, she qualifi ed to 
receive home care through a Managed 
Long Term Care Plan, a private agency 
that is paid by Medicaid. In addition to 
her home care, the long term care plan 
covers her dental care, hearing aides, 
her walker and wheelchair, and her 
transportation to and from her doc-
tors. In the next few months her health 
plan coverage could change.

Lillian is one of approximately 
800,000 New York State residents clas-
sifi ed by the government as “Dual Eli-
gibles,” that is individuals 65 years or 
older who receive both Medicare and 
Medicaid benefi ts. Beginning in Janu-
ary, New York City’s dual eligibles re-
ceived letters from the State Depart-
ment of Health introducing them to a 
new government health care program 
that can replace their current Medi-
care or Medicaid services. If one of 
your relatives received one, do not ig-
nore it.

The new program, called a Fully 
Integrated Dual Advantage program, 
offers a full spectrum of government 
health care services, including doc-
tor and hospital visits, all prescription 
medicines, and home or nursing home 
care all through one provider. The pro-
gram will roll out in April 2015. The let-
ter claims that the program will sim-
plify medical care. One advantage of 
the new plan includes medical visits 
with no payment deductibles, no copay-
ments, and no plan premiums. Another 
advantage is the introduction of an In-
terdisciplinary Team that will oversee 
the enrollee’s health care. The team 
will consist of the enrollee and a trusted 
friend or relative, the doctors, the home 
care aide and a Fully Integrated Dual 
Advantage plan care manager.

After this brief introduction to 
Fully Integrated Dual Advantage bene-
fi ts, the letter asks all recipients if they 
would like to disenroll from their cur-
rent Medicare or Medicaid plan and 
enroll in a dual advantage plan. They 
have 90 days to decide. They will re-
ceive written periodic reminders: one 
30 days after receiving the original an-
nouncement and one after 60 days. But 
there is a catch.

If a recipient does not respond in 
the indicated time period, the New 
York State Department of Health will 
assume the candidate wants to be in 
a dual advantage plan and will “pas-

sively enroll” him in one of the 22 avail-
able plans. In other words, a candidate 
must actively respond to the inquiry 
and indicate that he prefers to remain 
in his current plan (that is, opt out of 
a dual advantage plan), or the govern-
ment will assume he wants to enroll. 
The State will then arbitrarily assign 
him to a plan.  

Although the new plan offer several 
benefi ts that could simplify care, there 
are some downsides to consider as 
well. One disadvantage is the limited 
provider network. In original Medi-
care, members can use any Medicare 
doctor registered in the United States. 
In dual advantage plans, new enrollees 
are limited to doctors and other medi-
cal services in their program network. 
Another disadvantage is in drug cov-
erage. New enrollees will be restricted 
to medications covered by their new 
plan. That means a person must check 
that his dual advatage plan will cover 
his prescriptions or he will not receive 
them — or, he must pay for them out 
of pocket.  

A fi nal disadvantage concerns sec-
ondary medical coverage. Many peo-
ple who enroll in traditional Medicare 
have secondary coverage through 
an employee-sponsored, union-spon-
sored, or a Medigap program. Under 
Fully Integrated Dual Advantage the 
registrant will lose his secondary cov-
erage. This might not impact the en-
rollee, but it could impact family mem-
bers if they are covered as well. If this 
is the case, the applicant should check 
his current policy to determine if this 
change will cause the family to lose 
their coverage.   

If a dual eligible decides to enroll in 
a dual advantage program, he still has 
time to make adjustments. An enrollee 
can continue to use his current provid-
ers for at least 90 days after enrollment 
or until a care assessment has been 
completed under the new plan. After 
the time period has expired, Fully In-
tegrated Dual Advantage will no longer 
pay for the doctor unless she agrees to 
participate in the new plan.

On a positive note, enrollment in a 
dual advantage plan is reversible. Any-
one who enrolls, either passively or ac-
tively, can elect to leave and switch to 
another plan or return to the original if 
he is not satisfi ed with the service. Par-
ticipants can disenroll at any time. How-
ever, the change will not be immediate. 
A plan does not go into effect until the 
fi rst of the following month, so at most a 
person would have to wait 30 days.

When my mother-in-law received 
her introductory letter, the whole fam-
ily sat down and discussed the advan-
tages and disadvantages. After much 

Continued on page 28



Caribbean Life, Feb. 6-12, 2015 27  BQ

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 | 11:30 am

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 | 2:00 pm

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 | 10:00 am

Friday, February 6, 2015 | 11:00 am

#GoRed #MonteHeart

Monday, February 9, 2015 | 1:30 pm
Thursday, February 12, 2015 | 1:30 pm

Thursday, February 12, 2015 | 9:00 am–3:00 pm

ELDERCARE TODAY

If an expired medication is taken by mistake, there’s little 
need to worry about potentially adverse effects.

It is 2 am and that cough and 
stuffy nose you have been bat-
tling is still keeping you up. You 

reach for the nighttime cold relief 
medicine only to fi nd it expired a 
few months ago. If you take a dose 
to ease your symptoms, will you be 
putting yourself at risk?

This situation is a relatively 
common occurrence. Many med-
icine cabinets are stocked with 
over-the-counter drugs as well as 
prescription medications that may 
be past their expiration dates. It 
is a good idea to routinely discard 
expired medicines, but if you hap-
pen to take a drug that has passed 
its expiration date, you will most 
likely suffer no ill effects.

According to the Harvard Med-
ical School Family Health Guide, 
the expiration date on a medicine is 
not the dates when a drug becomes 
hazardous. Rather, it marks the 
period of time after which a drug 
company can no longer guaran-

tee the effi cacy of the medication. 
Since 1979, drug manufacturers 
selling medications in the United 
States have been required by the 
Food and Drug Administration to 
stamp an expiration date on their 
products. This is the date until 
which the manufacturer can still 
guarantee full potency of the drug. 

Expiration dates also may be a 
marketing ploy. Francis Flaherty, 
a retired Food and Drug Admin-
istration pharmacist, has said 
drug manufacturers put expira-
tion dates on products for market-
ing purposes rather than scientifi c 
reasons. It doesn’t make fi nancial 
sense to a company to have products 
on the shelves for years. Therefore, 
most drug manufacturers will not 
do long-term testing on products to 
confi rm if they will be effective 10 
to 15 years after manufacture.

The U.S. military has conducted 
its own studies with the help of the 
Administration. Food and Drug 

Administration researchers tested 
more than 100 over-the-counter and 
prescription drugs. Around 90 per-
cent were proven to still be effec-
tive long past the expiration date 
— some for more than 10 years. 
Drugs that are stored in cool, dark 
places have a better chance of last-
ing because the fi llers used in the 
product will not separate or start 
to break down as they might in a 
warm, humid environment. Stor-
ing medicines in the refrigerator 
can prolong their shelf life.

Although a pharmacist cannot 
legally advise consumers to use 
medication past an expiration date, 
most over-the-counter pain reliev-
ers and drugs in pill form should 
still be fi ne. Certain liquid antibi-
otics and drugs made up of organic 
materials can expire faster than 
others. For those who still want to 
err on the safe side, routinely clean 
out medications from cabinets once 
they expire. 

Are expired medications 
still safe to take?
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Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many 
changes – especially if your loved one 
is visually impaired. But one thing that 
doesn’t have to change is your doctor. With 
GuildNet’s long term care plans, your loved 
ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his 
doctor, and his 
independence.

ELDERCARE TODAY

deliberation we decided that Lillian 
should remain in her current plan. Her 
current doctors know her and visit her 
at her home and she loves her home at-
tendants. Why change a good thing? We 
called the phone number listed on the 
introductory letter and opted out of a 
Fully Integrated Dual Advantage plan.  

We do not want to rock the boat. New 
programs are often welcome, and sim-
plicity is often a good reason to change. 
Fully Integrated Dual Advantage plans 
might offer advantages for some Medic-
aid recipients who receive home care. 
But in our case, we worked hard to get 
Lillian a staff of trusted professionals 
and dependable services. We do not want 
to risk the unknown. We are happy with 
her current coverage. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care 
advisor/advocate and founder of El-
derCareGiving, a service that helps 
families get the best care for their ag-
ing loved ones when family care is no 
longer enough. She has been working 
with seniors and their families for ten 
years. Her book Almost Like Home: A 
Family Guide to Navigating the Nurs-
ing Home Maze was reviewed in Jane 
Brody’s Personal Health column of the 
New York Times.  To read the review 
and to order go to http://joannaleefer.
com/reviews/

Helping your elderly parents 
or relatives from afar

Today’s families are more geo-
graphically diverse than ever be-
fore. Whereas it was once com-

mon for families to remain in the same 
city or state for generations, nowadays 
families routinely spread out across 
the country, if not the world. Thanks 
to technological advancements that 
make it easier than ever before to stay 
in touch, families today can still thrive 
and stay close even if they live hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of miles away 
from one another.

One issue facing many families 
that have chosen to spread out is how 
to help Mom and Dad when they reach 
the age where they need their adult 
childrens’ help. While this wasn’t a 
problem for the families of yesteryear, 
it is a genuine concern for adults who 
live far away from their parents. For-
tunately, there are ways to be there for 
your elderly parents even when you 
can’t physically be there for them.

Speak to your parents about 

what they need. While some parents 
might not be able to realistically assess 
their needs, children should speak to 
their parents when making decisions 

about their care. Adults who live far 
away from their parents might not 
know exactly what their parents need, 
so discuss the problems they might be 
having on a day-to-day basis to deter-
mine the level of care or assistance 
they will need.

Examine fi nances. Managing 

money is often diffi cult for seniors 
who have had an accident or are deal-
ing with a serious medical condition. 
Seniors might forget to pay bills or be 
struggling to manage money with the 
escalating costs of prescription medi-
cations and health care in general.

To help avoid missed bills, adult 
children can utilize online bill paying 
offered by many banks, wherein bills 
are automatically paid each month 
on their due date by simply being de-
ducted from a given account. Adult 
children can also consult a fi nancial 
advisor to develop a plan that allows 
seniors access to their money while en-
suring it will still be there when they 
need it.

Research community resources. 
Many communities provide adequate 
resources for the elderly who might 
be incapacitated or otherwise need as-
sistance. Programs such as Meals on 
Wheels can be a great assistance to 
long-distance caregivers concerned 
about their elderly parents. People can 
consult with the Department of Health 
and Human Serviceas or visit www.
Eldercare.gov and use their eldercare 

Continued from page 26

MEDICAID
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NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
TODAY THERE’S A NEW CHOICE.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete,
the CHOICE health plan that combines
all the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid 
in a single plan. It’s the most comprehensive 
plan VNSNY has ever offered. It provides 
all the services and support you need to 
live safely and independently at home – 
and stay out of a nursing home – 
at zero cost to you.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

H8490_AD_NHv2 Approved 12152014

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
��
����
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health plan
that combines Medicare and 
Medicaid benefi ts for people who
need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York
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By Tequila Minsky
The bright well-lit show-

room of the Artisan Business 
Network (ABN) is usually filled 
with a myriad of artisans’ 
wares and is located in Port-au-
Prince’s pleasant old residential 
neighborhood of Pacot. 

There are cut-metal work 
from Croix des Bouquets, tobac-
co-covered papier-mâché vases 
from Jacmel, and soapstone 
objects d’art from Leogane. 
There are jewelry made from 
horn, vetiver woven baskets, 
beaded Vodou flags, and high-
er-end leather change purses 
and beaded passport cases.  

At a recent visit, the Port-
au-Prince showroom/depot’s 
inventory was a bit depleted as 
much had been shipped off to 
New York where the items were 
on display Feb. 1-4 at Booth 
1060 in the artisan section at 
the Javitz Center Gift Show. 

“We work with individual 
artists but we encourage col-
laboration,” says Nathalie Tan-
crede, ABN’s director, speak-
ing of the numerous groups 

that make up the Network. For 
example, they work with a col-
lective of 100 women who make 
embroidered linen napkins and 
knit “joujou” dolls in the small 
town of Fond-des-Blancs, part 
of the work of Haiti Projects. 

The Network is a direct off-
spring of the Heart of Haiti 
(Fairwinds Trading & Keith 

Reicker) project that in 2010 
brought crafted items to Macy’s 
outlets. (Tancrede was the 
country director of that project 
and on the 15th of January sup-
porters celebrated the 5-year 
anniversary of the initiative’s 
progress in the executive suite 
of Macy’s Herald Square.)

The Network was created 

with a $200,00 grant from the 
Clinton/Bush Fund, which 
continued and expanded Heart 
of Haiti’s work including devel-
oping three depots: the one in 
Port-au-Prince, which is also 
the headquarters; one for the 
metal artisans and other arts 
in the village of Noailles out-
side of Croix des Bouquets and 

one in Jacmel. 
Now, through the Network, 

in addition to Macy’s, design-
ers, interior decorators, gift 
boutiques, duty free shops, 
souvenir shops, and churches 
order the artisan’s products.

“We have buyers who request 
custom designs,” Tancrede 
reports. 

Haiti’s artisans reach a larger 
public through networking

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

Left: At the Haiti headquarters, Nathalie Tancrede, director of Artisans Business Network, says that with many  additional 
new artisan items and  an active outreach program, the Network has increased sales since the days when Macy’s was their 
only customer. Right: The Javitz Center ABN booth featured new collections. Roberto Calasanz holds papier mache items 
he designed. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages and at all stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Market-
place, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care,
Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care and
more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you –
and the ones you love. 

(1-888-343-3547) • 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!
Product:

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

Enroll From:

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!



32    Caribbean Life, Feb. 6-12, 2015 BQ

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

S5502012 MERCEDES

$42,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, V8, abs, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5326. 
18k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 11842     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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National Security Minister Griffith and 
the Police Complaints Authority (PCA) 
director David West for not bringing to 
her attention the matter of the alleged 
witness tampering by the AG.

She suggested that Griffith had a 
moral obligation to tell her if and when 
Ramlogan had asked him to place a call 
to West (seeking to have West withdraw 
his witness statement) and if he had 
done so, the situation would have been 
different today, adding, that Griffith had 
admitted making “such a call.”

The prime minister also called for the 
resignation of West as PCA director.

She asserted West’s office as Director 
of the PCA had been compromised and 
brought into disrepute by the allega-
tions, along with the office of the attor-
ney general and minister of national 
security.

West is a witness of fact for Opposi-
tion Leader Dr. Keith Rowley in the 
Section 34 defamation lawsuit filed 
against him by Ramlogan.

West alleged he was approached by 
the former AG to withdraw his state-
ment in exchange for the appointment 
to head the PCA.

The alleged approach came six days 
before West was appointed to the post.

The controversy, which was first 
exposed by a daily newspaper took a 
dramatic turn last week when West 

visited the acting Police Commission-
er Stephen Williams and presented 
him with a signed statement in which 
he confirmed the allegations of “an 
attempt to pervert the course of justice” 
against Ramlogan.

Ramlogan’s four-and-a-half year ten-
ure has been turbulent as he has been 
involved in many controversies but this 
one is the most serious and threaten-
ing to all.’

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bisses-
sar. Associated Press / Frank Franklin II

T&T PM fires 5 officials

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 12 months, we have been servicing the 
community with dignity and compassion. We look 

forward to the future providing the same excellent service.

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

UniversalMedCTC@aol.com

UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Continued from cover
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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His spiral past promotion boards 
landed him positions as senior intel-
ligence planner for the Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Intel-
ligence and director of Intelligence for 

Marine Corps Headquarters.
While serving as commander at 

Marine Forces Cyber Command in the 
rank of  major general he was nominat-
ed for a third star and was approved by 
the Senate Armed Services Committee 
on Dec. 10, 2014.

Described by Department of Defense 
spokesman, Army Col. Steven Warren 
as “a distinguished intelligence profes-
sional and dedicated war fighter,” Major 
Stewart will lead the charge to “provide 
military intelligence to combat units, 
defense planners and policy makers.”

“He brings a wealth of talent and 
leadership to the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the nation’s intelligence 
community across the agencies and 

organizations,” Warren added.
“Vincent’s temperament, profession-

al background, leadership skills and 
integrity make him eminently suited 
to be the DIA director,” James Clapper, 
Director of National Intelligence said in 
a statement. 

Clapper’s endorsement added that, 
“This is a position I know well, and Vin-
cent is exceptionally qualified to serve 
in this important Intelligence Commu-
nity and Department of Defense post.”

Lieut. Gen. Vincent R. Stewart. 
 Photo courtesy of DIA Public Affairs

Intelligence director

 
Chiropractic & Holistic Care

446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Live a Pain Free 2015
In the care of 
Dr. Vincent Adamo... 
 Chiropractic Care 

   For Adults And Children

 Massage Therapy

 Natural Nutritional Detox, 
   Super Greens And More

Improves Your 
Circulation, 
Mobility, Mind Set, 
Overall Health

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 

OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 

BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 

HORIZON and many others

age

43

age

44

Call Today

718.832.3313
skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn

136 West 17th Street, NYC

Continued from Page 3

“He brings a wealth of 
talent and leadership to 
the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and the nation’s 
intelligence community 
across the agencies and 

organizations.”
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-
pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the interverte-
bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 
created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-
ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

MJHS Adult Day Health Care
A licensed adult day health care program, we provide 
nursing, rehabilitation, recreation and social services 
to those who need assistance living at home but would 

Our medical model, allows us to go a step further in 
the special care we provide. So you can have peace of 
mind while dad’s needs are cared for.
For your convenience, transportation is provided.

Our quality services are made possible, in part, by contributions  
from generous donors to our Foundation.

mjhs.org

We accept Medicaid and other insurances. 
Call us for more information

1-855-860-0988

Who can I count on...
to help ��������	�
�	�
�������
	��	 

my dad’s diabetes while I’m at work? 

and Seventh Ave. ( known as Adam 
Clayton Powell Boulevard). The part-
ners designated Charity, the president 
of the Renaissance and Sweeney, the 
treasurer. Together they built the Ren-
aissance Theater in 1921.

Much has been documented about the 
hot-spot in Harlem affectionately known 
as The Renny. Visited often by Garvey, 
boxer Joe Louis, entertainer Cab Cal-
loway, Count Basie and Duke Ellington, 
Paul Robeson also performed there.

At a time Blacks were barred from 
the National Basketball Association, it 
became the home court of the Rens, the 
first all African American professional 
basketball team in the nation.

The adjacent 900-seat theater fea-
tured movies by Oscar Micheaux, the first 
African-American to produce a feature-
length film. 

The casino was used for a 1923 anti-
lynching meeting held by the N.A.A.C.P. 

Ironically, David N. Dinkins, the first 
Black mayor of NYC does not support 
the building’s historical significance as 
a Harlem landmark. But in 1953, he and 
his bride Joyce held their wedding recep-
tion there.

The building closed in 1979.
Reportedly “for Sweeney this loss was 

so great that within weeks of losing con-
trol of the Renaissance, he went home to 
his dwelling on 136th St., locked himself 

in, and turned on the jets of his gas stove. 
His funeral was presided over by the Rev. 
Adam Clayton Powell, Sr., then pastor of 
the Abyssinian Baptist Church.”

It remained in disrepair for many 
years. 

In 1991, Rev. Calvin O. Butts III, 
pastor of Abyssinian Baptist Church, 
organized a group of small business 
owners in Harlem to buy the site. The 
group paid $300,000 for the mortgage. 

That same year a proposal for land-
mark status of the building was pre-
sented to the city’s landmarks com-
mission. In 1997, a court-appointed 
mediator awarded the business owners 
the title to the property.

But recently, the Abyssinian Develop-
ment Corporation — the real estate arm 
of the church — sold the building to BRP 
Development Corporation for $15 million.

The developers promise a $70 million 
housing unit they plan to name, The 
Renny. It will include a 134-unit apart-
ment building, with affordably priced 
homes. A spokesperson said 17,500 
square feet of retail space will replace 
the landmark structure after it is razed.

Although the Department of Buildings 
is still reviewing the plans and have not 
confirmed the future of the historic spot, 
cultural preservationist such as Michael 
Henry Adams believe the community 
should rally to protect the space. 

Adams regularly protests the sale and 
projected construction project. 

Every Sunday he visits the 137th 
location and if only alone, shouts the 
urgency to reclaim the legacy started by 
the Caribbean pioneers.

Petition 
Continued from page 18 
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Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

PARTIALS
Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY
DENTURES
Reg. $1500
Now $1199

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT
$499

VALPLAST 
FLEXIBLE 
PARTIALS
Reg. $1500
Now $1200

CALL 1-855-70-COHEN
(26436)

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
Call Now And Receive

Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad

NEW
PATIENT
SPECIAL
EXAM with this ad

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  
$4500

EXPIRES 01/31/15

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning are required before treatment

The fight against breast, cervical and colorec-
tal cancer begins with regular screenings. 
We can provide free screenings regardless 
of citizenship status for breast, cervical and 
colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance
Are between 40 and 64 years old
Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed 
with cancer each week
Breast cancer is the second leading cause 
of death among women in New York State
In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers 
may have lost their battle against 
colorectal cancer

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453
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Funded by a grant from the New York State 
Department of Health, Bureau of Chronic 
Disease Control

Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You
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Saint Michael, Barbados 
-born, Robyn Rihanna Fenty 
AKA Rihanna is part of a tri-
umvirate billed to take the 
stage at the Staples Center in 
California Sunday to perform 
from her anticipated “Four 
Five Seconds” CD during the 
57th annual Grammy awards.

Joining her onstage will be 
legendary Beatles, Sir Paul 
McCartney and making his 
return to the Grammy stage 
after a six- year absence is 
21-time Grammy winner 
Kanye West. 

Nominated a record 56 times 
for Grammy honors, West will 
deliver a never-before-seen solo 
performance as well as a world 
debut collaborative perform-
ance with Rihanna.

After a trial run with West 
on the eve of the 49th Super-
bowl championship in Arizona 
in front of some of the biggest 
sports fans in America, the 
26-year-old pop princess will 
face the world’s largest music 
audience to debut her eighth 
album during the global-view-
ing award presentation/show.

Superbowl XLIX united West 
with Rihanna for a perform-

ance that invited r&b singer 
John Legend and his model 
wife Chissy Teigen, West’s wife 
Kim Kardashian and others in 
a mini-stadium last Saturday.  

The Caribbean music royalty 
performed for a solid hour and 
was joined onstage by West.

She has not released new 
material since 2012 when she 
introduced her “Unapologetic” 
album. 

Frequently described as her 
musical comeback, this latest 
performance will combine the 
talents of West and McCartney 
-- two musical giants for a live 
debut of “Four Five Seconds.”

The new track features the 
British rocker on guitar while 
West raps to Rihanna’s vocals.

“Four Five Seconds” is now 
available on iTunes and is being 
tagged as a “catchy” track. 

“Rihanna’s seriously pleased 
to have bagged a big slot at 
The Grammys and two huge 

names to kick off her come-
back,” Britain’s Sun newspaper 
reported.

The English publication 
added: “Paul McCartney’s a 
Grammys regular and it will 
give Rihanna serious kudos to 
have a Beatle backing her on 
stage. It is going to be a huge 
Grammys moment.”

Last year McCartney per-
formed during the awards 
alongside fellow former Beatle 
drummer Ringo Starr. 

With 18 miniature, gramo-
phones to his collection McCa-
rtney lends star power to 
Rihanna’s effort.

The 72-year-old super-star 
joined West last year to col-
laborate on a song titled “Only 
One” which is dedicated to the 
rapper’s daughter North.

That track featured the 
former Beatle on keyboards, 
while 37-year-old West sang 
from the perspective of his late 

mother.
A seven-time Grammy award 

winner, Rihanna is nominated 
in the Best Rap / Sung Col-
laboration category for “The 
Monster” a track she joined 
Eminem to record. 

The rapper is also up for two 
nominations. 

He is also named in the Best 
Rap/Sung Collaboration (with 
Charlie Wilson) and Best Rap 
Song for “Bound 2.”

This year’s honors also 
include appearances and per-
formances by Madonna, AC/
DC, Pharrell Williams, Prince.

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

In this Nov. 11, 2014, fi le photo, Rihanna performs on the Na-
tional Mall in Washington during the Concert for Valor.   
 Associated Press / Carolyn Kaster, File

Rihanna to duet with West & British Knight

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental
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By Noah Hurowitz
Diana Ross probably isn’t used to 

being the opening act.
The soul legend captivated a sold-

out crowd at the grand reopening 
of the Kings Theatre in Flatbush on 
Tuesday night, but the main attrac-
tion was the majestic and painstak-
ingly restored venue.

“I couldn’t be more proud,” said 
Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte 
(D–Flatbush), as she gazed around 
the lobby before the show. “It’s so 
beautiful, so intricate, and it really 

brings flavor to Flatbush.”
Okay, so the 3,000 people who 

coughed up upwards of $100 and 
lined up around the block to see the 
legendary Detroit diva are probably 
fans.

Show-goers walking through the 
lobby of the Flatbush Avenue venue 
for the first time were agog as they 
took in the high, ornamental ceil-
ings and dramatic red drapes, all 
carefully made to appear as they did 
when the theater opened in 1929.

One new feature of the revamped 

theater was the more-spacious seats, 
but no one was sitting down for 
Ross — she had the whole crowd on 
its feet within seconds of her grand 
entrance, striding down the aisle, 
belting out “I’m Coming Out.” Some 
fans surged down the aisle after her 
to dance in front of the stage, and 
the rest stayed standing and clap-
ping.

Between a dizzying succession of 
costume changes, Ross delivered a 
set of hits from her solo career, 

Kings Theatre venue steals the show

Continued on Page 44

By Tangerine Clarke
Brooklyn-based fashion designer, 

Roger Gary’s new collection was featured 
at the august El Museo del Barrio Muse-
um in Spanish Harlem, where the cou-
turier won the Young Designer Award, 
presented by founder of Latinista Fashion 
Week Dee Rivera and fashion designer 
Cesar Galindo. 

The Jan. 30 launch of Latinista Fash-
ion Week showcased two pieces of Gary’s 
Sport of Kings colorful horse racing out-
fits, cut from silk and designed with long 
sleeves. 

One piece showed a coloration of chick-

By Tequila Minsky
“This is our launching of Black His-

tory Month,” said Dr. Dario Euraque, 
Trinity College history professor. “And, 
we’re giving it a more international 
focus.” 

Dr. Euraque has written extensively 
on Garifuna social and political history 
and how they have resisted racism and 
exclusion by the majority populations 
in Honduras, Belize, Guatemala and 
Nicaragua. 

Euraque and music professor Eric 

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Garifuna 
jazz goes to 

Trinity College

Roger Gary 
wins award

DIANA ROSS DIANA ROSS 
WOWS CROWDWOWS CROWD

Diana Ross performs onstage at the Pre-GRAMMY Gala & Salute to Industry Icons with Clive Davis honor-
ing Richard Branson, Saturday, Feb. 11, 2012, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Associated Press / Vince Bucci, File

James Lovell introduces the segun-
da drum to the Saturday morning 
workshop participants in Hartford, 
Connecticut. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

The Caribbean Diaspora’s #1 Public Affairs Radio Program

“Diplomatically 
Speaking”

with 
Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger

Former Jamaican Consul General

Tune in to hear from the leaders in fi nance, 
U.S. federal and local government, 

CARICOM Ministers and Heads of State...
Diplomats... Business Leaders...

The talk that keeps you 
updated and up to speed.

Sponsored by

Sundays
4-5pm

93.5 FM

Also listen at tunein.com or

Tune in via phone FREE (518) 907-9031
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By Kam Williams          
It is California in 2007, at the 

height of the sub-prime mort-
gage boom. Jason “Jay” Kelley 
(Beau Martin Williams), a cash-
strapped bouncer is offered an 
alternative line of work in a 
higher tax bracket by Devin 
Weiss (Matt Funke), a hotshot 
real estate broker whose com-
pany is in the midst of a hiring 
blitz.        

For, the Feds have recent-
ly deregulated ARMs (Adjust-
able Rate Mortgages), making 
the liars loans available to any 
member of the general pub-
lic able to meet the minimum 
down payment requirement of 
a mere 1 percent. That develop-
ment has triggered a feeding 

frenzy which left lenders like 
Devin with too few employees 
to process notes fast enough.

Unfortunately, Jay proves 
unable to resist the easy money 
being dangled right in front of 
his eyes like a carrot on a stick. 
Worse, once greed has gotten 
the better of him, he succumbs 
to the suggestion that it’s okay 
to behave unscrupulously in 
the name of the almighty dol-
lar. So, he soon finds himself 

being trained to trick naïve bor-
rowers into signing on the dot-
ted line to finance homes way 
beyond their means.

Jay’s ethical tailspin begins 
with his fast-talking an unem-
ployed pal (Trai Byers) with a 
wife and kids into buying a 
house he’s destined to default 
on. Jay subsequently loses his 
moral bearings afterhours, too, 
by attending wild parties with 
his colleagues where snorting 

coke off women’s bare midriffs 
is par for the course. Worst 
of all, when he sobers up and 
decides he wants out, he’s black-
mailed by a manipulative boss 
(Sam McMurray) who’s been 
secretly recording his hedonis-
tic behavior.

Unfolding like the West 
Coast’s answer to the deca-
dence displayed in The Wolf of 
Wall Street, “Americons” is a 
sobering cautionary tale expos-

ing the ugly underbelly of the 
California mortgage industry. 
Directed by Theo Avgerinos 
(Fifty Pills), the semi-autobi-
ographical adventure was co-
written by its co-stars, Beau 
Martin Williams and Matt 
Funke.

A modern morality play serv-
ing as a telling reminder of 
exactly how easily an American 
dream can dissolve into a never 
ending dystopian nightmare.

“Americons”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for profanity,
nudity, sexuality and 
drug use.
Running time: 
85 minutes
Distributor: 
Archstone Distribution

A scene from the fi lm “Americons.” Photo courtesy of Rotten Tomatoes

Tale revisits sub-prime mortgage crisis
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and more by the Supremes, 
the legendary Motown trio she 
led for more than a decade. 
And, in true diva fashion, she 
banned professional photogra-
phy from the show, so that the 
only record of the night would 
be blurry Instagram photos, 
and shots provided by her pub-
licist.

The concert was the first 
big show at the palatial venue 
since it closed as a movie 
theater in 1977. Efforts to 
restore the Versailles-inspired 
treasure gained steam under 
former borough president 
Marty Markowitz, who went 
on his first date at the theater 
back in the early 1950s. But 
the renovations didn’t begin 
until 2013, and only wrapped 
last month.

Markowitz, who now works 
as an outer-borough tourism 
czar for the city, was among 
the host of local politicos who 
were no less visibly wowed 
about the theater’s reopening.

Ross is the first act of a 
2015 schedule packed with 
bold-faced names, including 

Gladys Knight, Crosby, Stills, 
and Nash, and the Moscow 
Ballet.

“We’ve got a lot of footprints 
coming here from all over the 
city,” Bichotte said. “We are 
really experiencing an explo-
sion and enhancement of per-

forming arts in Flatbush.”
For those who missed the 

big show, or those who went 
and want to relive the magic, 
the theater is hosting a free 
walk-through on Saturday 
afternoon.

Community walk-through 

at the Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between Duryea 
Place and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush, www.kings theat re.
com). Feb. 7, noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Line forms at 11:30 a.m. and 
closes at 4:00 p.m. First-come, 
first-served.

Galm invited New York-based 
Afri Garifuna Jazz Ensemble 
to their Connecticut cam-
pus to perform and present, 
last weekend. Both professors 
chair their departments and 
recognize the connection of 
music to history and culture.

“We’re expanding what is 
Black History; it’s not just 
African-American history,” 
explains Euraque.

Last Friday at noon, 
ensemble co-director singer 
Lucy Blanco and Alex Kwabe-
na Colon on Garifuna drum 
and Kahlil Bell on bongos 
and conga gave a culture/
music workshop to Dr. Galm’s 
music students along with 
Trinity faculty Pablo Delano 
(Studio Arts) and Milla Riggio 
(English) who lectured about 
Garifuna-related projects. 

The whole six-piece ensem-
ble performed on campus 
that evening, a prelude with 
what was to follow.

It was sunny and chilly 
early the next morning when 
ensemble members assem-
bled their instruments at 

The Billings Forge in Hart-
ford.  Mario Sprouse set up 
his keyboard–he had played 
the onstage grand piano the 
night before and Luisa Basti-
das tuned up her electric 
violin.  High school music 
students, local musicians, 
and other music lovers, ages 
12-80, filtered into the com-
munity space. 

“We want to include people 
from the city; this isn’t just a 
Trinity event,” said Euraque.  

Part of the effort in bring-
ing the ensemble to Hartford 
was to involve students and 
established musicians from 
the larger Hartford commu-
nity, a way to bridge the cam-
pus with the outside world. 

James Lovell started off 
the morning.  

“Repeat after me: ‘buiti 
binafi”, that’s good morning,” 
he instructed as the work-
shop began. 

Adding a little more Gari-
funa language to set the tone 
he said, “‘Idabiangi?’ How 
are you? Now, repeat.” And, 
“magadietina”, I am fine. 

Continued from page 41 

en yellow with mauve polka dots 
and pink stripes and a zipped up 
front, while the other silk shirt 
was created in a colorful blend 
of orange, purple and green, and 
completed with a collar.

Models Taj and Alex matched 
the outfits with white stirrup 
pants and riding boots. 

The award-winning designer’s 
inspiration came from his love 
of horse racing while growing up 
in Guyana.

“When I was a kid, I dreamed 
of being a jockey and I enjoyed 
ridding horses at D’Urban Park 
in Georgetown,” said Gary, who 
also admired the colorful silk 
shirts that the jockeys wore.

“I am fascinated with the out-
fits,” he said, adding that this 
collection is a tribute to horse 
racing biggest events. The Ken-
tucky Derby, the Belmont Stakes, 
the Preakness Steaks, and the 
memorable D’Urban Park, where 
he spent time watching the races 
and being a part of the excite-
ment.

Gary who has designed for 
beauty pageant contestants such 
as Miss Guyana World, Miss Guy-

ana Earth and Miss Guyana Uni-
verse, to name a few, explained 
that this collection is an exten-
sion of his resort line of colorful 
swimwear. 

The 25-piece collection is 
geared to the adventurous 
woman who Gary says is not 
a wallflower, but someone who 
wants to be noticed. 

The women’s wear design-
er that was featured on Black 
Entertainment Television (BET), 
Rip The Runway and VH1, is 
hoping to attract women to this 
collection, who are happy in 
their skin, and who wants to feel 
good, and celebrates life. “I say 
yes wear it.”

Continued from page 41 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Take Me To Church
Hozier

I’m Not The Only One
Sam Smith

Blank Space
Taylor Swift

Uptown Funk!
Mark Ronson

Jealous
Nick Jonas

Thinking Out Loud
Ed Sheeran

Love Me Harder
Ariana Grande & The Weeknd

Lips Are Movin
Meghan Trainor

The Heart Wants What...
Selena Gomez

Animals
Maroon 5

American Beauty...
Fall Out Boy

1989
Taylor Swift

B4.Da.$$
Joey Bada$$

The Pale Emperor
Marilyn Manson

Tetsuo & Youth
Lupe Fiasco

What A Terrible World...
The Decemberists

Title
Meghan Trainor

Vulnicura
Bjork

x
Ed Sheeran

The Pinkprint
Nicki Minaj

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Xexeina Markland escorts her 73-year-old grandmother Eve Richards, who was celebrat-
ing her birthday, to a sold-out Diana Ross concert at the reopening of the Brooklyn’s Kings 
Theatre in New York, Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015. Associated Press / Kathy Willens

Fashion

DIANA 
ROSS 

Continued from page 41 

Garifuna music

Roger Gary (left) with mod-
els Taj and Alexis. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Sat., 2/14 & Sun., 2/15 - Valentine’s Brunch Menu 11-3pm

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking
718 -989 - 8952

Choice of Appetizer
Fried Calamari   Lobster Bisque   Cupid Salad 

Pasta Du Jour   Caesar Salad   Shrimp Cocktail

Choice of Entrée
Chicken Rolletini

Rolled with Fresh Mozzarella and Prosciutto, 
Topped with a Mushroom Marsala Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed in White Wine, Lemon, Garlic and Butter

Boneless Chicken Francaise
Egg Battered, Sautéed in White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce

Broiled Salmon
Topped with Champagne Dill Sauce

Filet Mignon (Add $12)
Served with Béarnaise Sauce
Twin Lobster Tails (Add $12)

Served with Drawn Butter  
Surf and Turf (Add $12)

Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce
The Above Entrees Include Potato or Country Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Apple Strudel   Ice Cream or Sherbet    Cheesecake

Chocolate Mousse   Brownie Overload    Tiramisu 

COFFEE OR TEA

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursday’s

CELEBRATE 

Valentine’s Day
WEEKEND!

Friday 2/13, Saturday 2/14 & Sunday 2/15

y

C

$3800
p.p.

plus tax & 
gratuity

Live Music
All Weekend

, , p
     Choice Of Appetizer

                     Fresh Fruit Plate  Garden Greens Salad  Soup Du Jour

Choice Of Entree
French Toast with Ham, Bacon, and Sausage

Eggs Benedict, English Muffin with Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs
and Hollandaise Sauce Served with French or Home Fries
Eggs Benedict Arnold, English Muffin with Grilled Salmon, 

Poached Eggs and Hollandaise Sauce Served with French Fries or Home Fries
Quiche: Broccoli, Spinach or Lorraine, Served with House Garden Greens

Grilled Chicken with Caesar Salad and French Fries
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs with Ham, Bacon and Sausage

Served With French Fries or Home Fries

Desserts
Apple Strudel  Fresh Fruit Plate  Chocolate Mousse  Ice Cream or Sherbet

Beverages - Coffee  Tea  Milk

eee
$2600

p.p.
plus tax & 
gratuity

“Unlimited 
  Mimosa’s”

 
 
 
 

Visit TimesLedger.com/contest 
to Enter for a 

Chance to WIN Tickets and 
a Backstage Tour!

No purchase necessary. See TimesLedger.com/contest for full details.

Buy Tickets: Ticketmaster.com

               Ringling.com

FEB. 19 –
MAR. 1

30
02

04

#RinglingBros
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Patrick Horne
After one year in the wilderness, 

U.S. national team forward and 
New Jersey native, Juan Agudelo, is 
returning to his old team the New 
England Revolution in MLS. The 
forward left the Revs after the 2013 
season for chance to play in the Eng-

lish Premier League, which turned 
out to be futile.

“I’m bummed out that it didn’t 
work out,” Agudelo said of the Stoke 
City situation. “But everyone moves 
forward, and I’m really excited to 
come back to a team that I’m famil-
iar with. It feels like I never left.”

Agudelo encountered problems 
in getting a work permit to play 
in Europe and spent the last year 
just training and hoping for good 
news that never came. New England 
retained his rights and after watch-
ing his former teammates battle in 

Revolution welcomes him once more

Continued on Page 48

By Azad Ali
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 
has slammed the leadership of the West 
Indies Cricket Board (WICB) president 
Dave Cameron as “poor” and “embar-
rassing” and has called for the firing of 
the Jamaican executive as head of the 
regional board.

The long-serving regional prime 
minister was speaking in reference to 
Cameron’s handling of the recent play-
ers contracts impasse, which result-
ed from a disputed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) and the subse-
quent abandonment of the India tour by 
the West Indies One-Day team.

By Robert Elkin
The last time a basketball all-star 

game was held at Madison Square Gar-
den was in 1998 when capacity crowds 
turned out to watch the likes of Kevin 
Garnett and Michael Jordan. 

This all-star attraction matches the 
best of the best from the Eastern and 
the Western conferences. But the three-
day program does not only contain 
an all-star attraction. It encompasses 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

Former New York Knicks player Cal 
Ramsey attends a news conference 
at New York’s Madison Square Gar-
den, Tuesday, March 18, 2014. 
 Associated Press / Richard Drew, File

New England Revolution forward Juan Agudelo (10) and Sporting Kansas City defender Matt Besler, back, 
vie for a head ball during the fi rst half of an MLS playoff soccer match in Kansas City, Kan., Wednesday, 
Nov. 6, 2013.  Associated Press / Orlin Wagner, File

Garden to host 
star attraction

Vincentian PM 
slams WICB 
leadership

AGUDELO AGUDELO 
RETURNSRETURNS
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the 2014 MLS Cup lost to the Los Angeles 
Galaxy, he wanted to come home. In the 
past two months, the forward made con-
tact with the Revs. 

“December through January we start-
ed to have more dialogue,” said Jay Heaps, 
the Revs coach. “I think Juan realized 
there was a really good opportunity here 
not only to come back to somewhere he 
was familiar, but also to come back and 
get really good playing time with good 
players around him.

“When he’s at his best and he’s playing 
well, he should be in that national team 
camp. He should be looked at as a forward 
that Jurgen [Klinsmann, U.S. national 
team head coach] is looking at.”

 “It’s not a bad team to come back to,” 
he said. “They got so far last year and just 
came up a tiny bit short. I’m just hoping 
that I can help the team anyway that I 
can to finish it off.”

U.S. women prepare
The U.S. women’s national team is 

starting its preparation for next sum-
mer’s FIFA Women’s World Cup tour-
nament in June in cities throughout 
Canada with a two week tour of Europe. 
The tour involves two games and daily 
training, with the first game on Sunday, 
Feb. 8, versus France in Lorient and the 
second against England five days later in 
Milton Keynes. The USA has never lost to 
France (14-2-0) in 16 games and is also 
unbeaten against England with seven 
wins in 11 matches. 

The Americans are in a difficult World 
Cup group which includes Nigeria, Swe-
den and Australia. U.S. forward Alex Mor-
gan returns from injury, veteran mid-
fielder Shannon Boxx has been recalled 
and forward Amy Rodriguez also recently 
returned to the team after a maternity 
hiatus.

Barbados, Guyana draw
World Cup qualifying preparations for 

the in the Caribbean region is heating 
up and Barbados and Guyana wasted no 
time in getting their teams ready. Last 
Sunday night, the two met in an interna-
tional friendly in Bridgetown, Barbados 
and played to a 2-2 draw in what was 
reported as a very exciting game.  

Qualifying games for the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia get under way in earnest 
next month for the lower ranked teams, 
but Guyana and Barbados kick off their 
campaigns later in June. 

Four goals were scored in the first half 
as the teams battled for a win the rest of 
the way. After 33 minutes, the home team 

found itself trailing by two goals. Sheldon 
Holder put Guyana ahead in the 12th 
minute; he dribbled past on the right 
wing beat goalkeeper Dario Weir with a 
shot from close range. Emery Welshman 
made it 2-0 in the 33rd minute with a 
shot from 20 yards.

With their backs to the wall, the Bajans 
roared back just minutes after Welsh-
man’s score; Jomo Harris volleyed a shot 
form just outside the 18 yard box to pull 
the hosts within a goal, then Barbados 
captain Mario Harte tied the game with 
his first international goals when he sent 
a low shot that beat Guyana goalkeeper 
Akel Clarke.

a rookie game, slam dunk contest 
and other individual player skill per-
formances, both at Madison Square 
Garden in Manhattan and Barclays 
Center in Brooklyn. 

While the game itself takes place 
Sunday night at the Garden and is 
usually an offensive showcase, the 
National Basketball Association will 
perform activities at other sites, as 
well.

An ‘old timer’ who expected to be 
on hand for some of the activities, 
especially the ones the Knicks are 
involved in during the regular season 
is Cal Ramsey, who goes around in a 
wheelchair as a result of a tear in his 
knee. Therefore, at press time he will 
be at his upper Manhattan residence 
watching the game on television. 
With his disabilities he is still able to 
perform his duties for the Knicks and 
be an assistant at New York Universi-
ty. He is very well known in the area.

The 77-year-old Ramsey is still 
very much involved with basketball 
although not as much on the actu-
al court as he used to be. And he 
is graduate of the Division III col-
lege, which still draws the fans even 
though they are not top-rated in the 
metropolitan area.

In 1998, he underwent knee sur-
gery but still manages as much as 
he is able to in both categories, and 
tries not to miss a game. At half time 
of the college games, he advises his 
head coach and assistant coaches 
at NYU what to do different during 
the actual competition — such as 
in rebounding, correcting turnovers 
and defense. He also helps the players 
how to further their basketball game 
and in internship at jobs. 

With the Knicks in his early years 
in the National Basketball Associa-
tion, Ramsey did not last with them 
long nor with St. Louis, who draft-
ed him, and Syracuse because there 
were better payers on the rosters. He 
soon would retire from the court and 
stay in another category — on the 
sideline as much as possible.

Off the court with the Knicks, 
Ramsey, a force behind the team, 
stresses education, is  involved in 
a goodwill program and a stay-in-
school program all for the kids.  He 
is an ambassador for Madison Square 
Garden  and is familiar figure at all of 
the team’s home games. In addition, 
he is involved in their summer camp 
for kids. A vital force behind the 
Knicks, Ramsey is a director of spe-
cial projects and in the community 
relations representative.  

Besides his many positions with 
the Knicks, he served at one time 
as a color commentator both for the 
Knicks and college games in the met 
area.. And he still helps in recruit-
ing high school players for New York 
University and speaks to the future 
players and their parents, as well. He 
is very well liked by all concerned on 
and off the courts.

More significantly, Dr. Gonsalves 
comments come just a few weeks ahead 
of the WICB annual general meeting 
when Cameron will be up for re-elec-
tion.

“I hope the respective boards in the 
territories tell him to take a break and 
come back at a later date, perhaps with 
more mature, renewed skills of leader-
ship,” Gonsalves told the Nation newspa-
per in Barbados.

“I think his leadership in this regard 
has been extremely poor and has embar-

rassed us before the world. I happen to 
know certain facts which drew me to 
the conclusion that it is his leadership 
that led to the premature end of the 
tour of India,” he said.

The outspoken Dr. Gonsalves has 
played a central role in trying to resolve 
the impasse that ensued when West Indies 
players walked off the one-day tour of 
India, following the fourth One-Day Inter-
national in Dharamsala last October.

The Indian Cricket Board blamed the 
WICB for the abandonment of the tour 
and subsequently lodged a claim for 
US$42 million in damages.

Continued from page 47 

Continued from page 47 

Continued from page 47 

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves.
 Associated Press / Mary Altaffer

United States’ Alex Morgan, left, controls the ball against Guatemala’s Cor-
alia Monterroso during the fi rst half of a CONCACAF Women’s Champion-
ship soccer game Friday, Oct. 17, 2014, in Bridgeview, Ill.  
 Associated Press / Nam Y. Huh

Women’s
World Cup

Tourney

Gonsalves takes WICB to task

Basketball
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BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Deals We ALL Can Agree On!

SAVINGS EVENT!

Price includes all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/maint. All rebates/incentives to dlr and subj to tax. (1) $1000/500 Cash Avail when you fi nance thru NMAC. Offer valid only when fi nanced thru Nissan Motor Acceptance 
Corporation. Subj to credit approval. Avail on purchase. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. (2) Must take from dealer stock. (3) Available. See dlr for details. Subject to residency restrictions. (4) Up to 72 mos for qual buyers. TTL/Residual: (‘15 Altima) $2136/$14,235, (‘15 Rogue) 
$2376/$15,626. Due at signing = Down payment + 1st month payment + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Available Lease based on 12k miles/yr, $0.15 per mile thereafter.  Special offers may not be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 3 days after publication.. 

5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-815-4441 | BayRidgeNissan.com | DMV#7076824   NYC DCA Lic. #698282

SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Experience Our
Certified Pre-Owned

��We Carry All Makes 
 and Models
�� 1 Year Maintenance 
 Included(3)

�� 4000+ Cars Sold Each Year
�� 160 Point Safety Inspection

�� Buy with Confi dence
�� Luxury for Less
�� Extended Warranties 
 up to 8yr/100K(3)

��We hand-select 
 only the best 
 off-lease & trade-in 
 vehicles from our
 18-dealership network

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

See dealer for benefi ts of 
Bay Ridge Certifi ed Program

0%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE(5)

CALL DEALER FOR ADDITIONAL REBATES(2)

per mo/
24 mos. lease
$2995 down

per mo/
24 mos. lease
$2995 down

2 OR MORE AT THIS PRICE
$1,000 Finance Cash included(1)

2 OR MORE AT THIS PRICE
$500 Finance Cash included(1)

$89 | $18,495 $99 | $19,995
New 2015 Nissan Rogue S
Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. MSRP: $24,045. Model#
22115 VIN# FC807934 STK#800547, 800545

New 2015 Nissan Altima
Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. MSRP: $24,035. Model#
13015 VIN# 207273 STK#800556, 800548

SAVE MORE WITH LEASE LOYALTY* & LEASE CASH
�������	
���
���
���
������
��
�������
���
������
���
��	�����

ADVANCE AUTO BODY SHOP 

FREE RENTAL & TOWING 
with any collision repair

718–209–5000

TOP DOLLARS PAID
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By Nelson A. King
When St. Vincent and the Gren-

adines’ Prime Minister Dr. Ralph E. 
Gonsalves announced the 2014 Sports 
Ambassadors, during the country’s 
independence anniversary military 
parade last October, many nationals in 
the Diaspora expressed consternation 
that arguably one of the better, if not 
the best, netballers in the nation’s his-
tory was omitted. 

The call for Stella Boyea-Ashby’s 
inclusion on the list even grew louder 
in recent times in the wake of the con-
ferral last December in Brooklyn of the 
Lifetime Achievement Award on football 
(soccer) great Rudolph “Rudy” Boucher, 
a former national football captain and 
coach, by the group, Vincy Cares, Inc. 
Some have also urged that Boucher be 
named a sports ambassador.

Many former national netballers, 
particularly those who played under 
Boyea-Ashby’s perennial captaincy, 
have voiced support for her would-be 
sports ambassadorship in light of her 
sterling contribution — even at a very 
tender age — to the nation. 

“She was a force to be reckoned with,” 
Dr. Roxie Irish, ex-national netball star, 
who “had the privilege of playing in St. 
Kitts-Nevis, Bermuda, Grenada and the 
U.S.A under the captaincy of the skillful 
Stella Boyea,” told Caribbean Life.  

Stella – who represented the national 
netball team from 1973-84, when she 
migrated to New York – was known only 
by that last name until her marriage to 
Keith Hadaway Ashby in 1986. Hadaway 
Ashby is a member of the prominent 
Hadaway business family in Kingstown, 

the Vincentian capital.
Boyea-Ashby captained the St. Vin-

cent and the Grenadines National Net-
ball Team from 1974-80 and again from 
1983-84. Jose Providence was the cap-
tain from 1981-82.

“Stella knew how to encourage and 
lead her team, which she did by exam-
ple,” said Irish, president of the Unit-
ed Vincie Cultural Group of Brooklyn. 
“She was fearless, and always treated 
everyone with respect. She was very 
protective of the team, especially the 
younger ladies.

Irish, who was “drafted” in the 
national netball team in 1980, also 
described Boyea-Ashby as a “phenom-
enon – a bundle of energy, a storage of 
stamina, container of creative concepts, 
full of flawless fluidity and a ‘States 
Woman’ to the core.

“This woman, who we looked up to 
with maximum respect and adoration, 
was our champion,” she said. “I espe-
cially love her gregarious nature; and, 
today, I can claim her as a true friend. 

“So, on behalf of my sisters, Debra 
and Dailene (who also represented the 
nation in netball) and myself, we say 
‘Thank you, Stella, for the wonderful 
years of playing under your leadership,’” 
Irish added. “You are simply the best!’”

Gailene Windsor – another former 
national netball star, who played under 
Boyea-Ashby’s captaincy for four years, 
including in the 1979 World Tourna-
ment – said Boyea-Ashby “has done 
great in representing St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines.

From left, Stella Boyea-Ashby, Dr. Roxie Irish and Doffl yn King at 80th 
Birthday gala for former New York City Councilwoman Dr. Una S.T. Clarke.

Photo by Nelson A. King

Fit to be a Vincentian 
sports ambassador 

Monumental 
savings all 
month long!

C O U N T Y

to

$399

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #CA1506,  
VIN FN504810, MSRP $25,790.  
Lease for $169/mo. for 39 mos.  
@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 sec. deposit.  
1st month’s payment of $169 due at signing. 
$3,000 factory rebate included.

$169LEASE
FOR

PER 
MO.
PP

*
N E W  2 0 1 5 

CHRYSLER 200
Heated Seats/Mirrors, Leather Steering Wheel, Remote Start

LEASE
FOR

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338

Auto, 3.6L V6. Stk #JT376, VIN FC708668,  
MSRP $40,935. Lease for $399/mo. for 39 mos. @  

10,000 miles/yr. $0 sec. deposit. 1st month’s payment  
of $399 due at signing. $1,000 factory rebate included.

†On select vehicles; to qualified customers. *Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. 

All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. See dealer for details.  

Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 2/28/15.

$179LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 5  J E E P

CHEROKEE LATITUDE 4X4

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT108, VIN FW523627,  
MSRP $27,690. Lease for $179/mo. for 39 mos.  
@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 sec. deposit. $1,995 due  
at signing. $2,000 factory rebate included.

Uconnect w/Bluetooth, Roof Rails, Fog Lights

PER 
MO.

BROOKLYNCHRYSLER.COM  866-906-8338

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Keep more presidents in your 
pocket! sign & drive, $0 Down!
Keep more presidents in your 
pocket! sign & drive, $0 Down!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

*

$0 Down$0 Down

$0 Down$0 Down

†

N E W  2 0 1 5  J E E P

GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED 4X4

Navigation, Heated Leather Seats, HD Radio
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KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

888-485-4647

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
888-925-4647

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Offers subject to primary lender approval which may affect rate and or payment.  
Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

NAVI

$27,995
BUY FOR

$28,995
BUY FOR

$31,995
BUY FOR

$33,995
BUY FOR

$34,995
BUY FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37X 
AWD

Stk #U4758, 13,484 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, leather,
moonroof, Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts.

2012 INFINITI
M37X
AWD

Stk #U4833, 48,742 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, sunroof,
back up cam, Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts.

$23,995
BUY FOR

2011 INFINITI
EX35 
AWD

Stk #U4832, 42,787 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, leather,
Bluetooth, memory, heated sts., back up cam

2012 INFINITI 
FX35 
AWD

Stk #U4846, 25,165 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, 
nav, moonroof, leather, heated sts., 

Bluetooth, memory sts.

$17,995
BUY FOR

2011 HONDA
ACCORD
EX-L

Stk #U4771, 21,889 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof,
lthr, htd & memory power sts., 

Bluetooth.

$23,995
BUY FOR

2012 TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER
4WD SE
V6

Stk #1660, 30,962 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 
leather, 3 rows, heated sts,

Bluetooth 

$36,995
BUY FOR

2011 RANGE ROVER 
4WD HSE 
LUXURY

Stk #5539, 63,546 mi., V8, auto, air, nav, moon-
roof, leather, adaptive suspension, heated

front/rear sts

2012 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4841, 15,762 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, nav, moon-
roof, leather, heated/cooled memory sts., Blue-

tooth, back up cam. 

2011 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4834, 25,165 mi., V6, auto, air, 
moonroof, leather, back up cam, 

memory & htd sts., 

2010 INFINITI 
EX35
AWD

$22,995
BUY FOR

NAVI

2013 NISSAN
NV200 
SV

Stk #U4902, 14,154 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, 
navigation, back up cam, Bluetooth, 

full power rear glass

$17,995
BUY FOR

$11,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
SENTRA
SR

Stk #1490, 12,991 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, 
full power, cd, aero body kit, Bluetooth,

Spoiler, Alloys. 

$15,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
ALTIMA
SL

Stk #1444, 30,457 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, sunroof,
lthr, heated sts., back up cam, Bluetooth. 

$14,995
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 
S 4X4

Stk #1640, 31,363 mi., V6, auto, air, 
alloys, 3 rows

$7995
BUY FOR

2007 NISSAN
MAXIMA

Stk #1666, 84,000 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
all power, sunroof. 

$17,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
JUKE SL
AWD

Stk #1567, 25,770 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, nav, 
sunroof, lthr, Bluetooth, back up cam. 

$15,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN 
MAXIMA

Stk #4918, 21,555 mi., V6, auto, all 
power, sunroof. 

2011 NISSAN
MURANO 
SL AWD

Stk #1683, 40,383 mi., 6 cyl, auto, all power, fog
lights, leather, rear camera. 

$20,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
MURANO 
SV AWD

Stk #1681, 40,474 mi., V6, auto, all power, sunroof,
bluetooth, alloys. 

$19,995
BUY FOR

2004 TOYOTA
CAMRY 
SE

$6495
BUY FOR

2009 SUBARU
IMPREZA

$8995
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN
ALTIMA

Stk #1603, 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks, winds/lks, sunroof, leather, 40,112 mi. 

$4995
BUY FOR

2008 NISSAN
SENTRA

Stk #1669, 79,051 mi., 4 cyl, auto, all power, sunroof, leather, alloys.

$7495
BUY FOR

SUNROOF

*

$0
DOWN 

AVAILABLE  

NAVI

NAVI

*
KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

★

★

★
★

★
★★

ALL WHEEL
DRIVE

Stk #1667, 57,680 mi., 4 cyl, auto, power steering/brks/winds/lks/mirrsStk #1676, 116,474 mi., 4 cyl, auto, pwr steer/brks/winds/sunroof

Stk #U4773, 44,478 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, moonroof,
leather, heated seats, Bluetooth. 

2011 INFINITI 
EX35
AWD

$23,995
BUY FOR

NAVI

Stk #U4872, 19,514 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof,
leather, memory, heated sts., Bluetooth.
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C O U N T Y

BROOKLYNCHRYSLER.COM

All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 2/28/15.

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338

2008 Jeep Liberty Sport 4WD

$12,990

Auto, 3.7L V6,
36,352 Miles,
STK P01205,
Navigation,
Pwr Sunroof,
Clean Carfax

2014 Dodge Durango Citadel

$39,900

Auto, 5.7L V8,
14,095 Miles,
STK P0950,
Navigation,
Leather,
Backup Camera

2013 Jeep Grand Cherokee

$27,400

Auto, 3.6L V6,
34,487 Miles,
STK P01203,
Laredo X, 4WD,
Leather, Nav,
Backup Camera

2014 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited

$30,800

Auto, 3.6L V6,
16,349 Miles,
STK P01072,
4x4 Sport,
Convertible,
Front Fog Lights

2014 Chrysler 300

$21,990

Auto, 3.6L V6,
16,816 Miles,
STK P0864,
Heat/Cool Seats,
Leather,
Satellite Radio

2012 Chrysler 200 Touring

$12,500

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
39,261 Miles,
STK T01068,
Keyless Entry,
Satellite Radio,
Auto Headlights

2014 Dodge Charger SE

$18,500

Auto, 3.6L V6,
21,118 Miles,
STK P01141,
Multi-Zone A/C,
Auto Headlights,
Power Seat

2015 Chrysler 200 Limited 

$21,975

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
18 Miles,
STK P0973,
Keyless Entry,
Bluetooth,
Auto Headlights

2014 Jeep Cherokee Latitude

$22,300

Auto, 3.2L V6,
7,000 Miles,
STK P01010,
Keyless Entry,
Bluetooth,
Rear Spoiler

2013 Chrysler 300C

$21,900

Auto, 5.7L V8,
25,479 Miles,
STK P01021,
Navigation,
Bluetooth,
Backup Camera

2013 Nissan Murano

$21,500

CVT, 3.5L V6,
26,245 Miles,
STK P01056,
Multi-Zone A/C,
ABS Brakes,
Keyless Start

2010 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD

$14,900

Auto, 3.7L V6,
56,431 Miles,
STK T01191,
Pwr Win/Locks,
Cruise, Tilt Whl,
Clean Carfax

2012  Jeep Grand Cherokee

$26,400

Auto, 3.6L V6,
38,211 Miles,
STK P01195,
Laredo X, 4WD,
Backup Camera,
Leather, Nav.

2014 Jeep Compass 4x4

$16,990

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl,
21,136 Miles,
STK P0912,
Tinted Glass,
Roof Rails,
Fog Lamps

2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee

$26,900

Auto, 3.6L V6,
20,588 Miles,
STK P01097,
Fully Equipped, 
Bluetooth,
4-Wheel Drive

866-906-8338
WHAT BETTER TIME TO DRIVE A 4WD

TO TAKE YOU THROUGH ANY WEATHER?
IT’S SNOWING!
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