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By Nelson A. King 
Caribbean Community (CAR-

ICOM) leaders on Tuesday night 
said they have conducted a “very 
successful” two-day inter-sessional 
summit at Buccament Bay Resort in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, 
who is also CARICOM chairman, 
said leaders completed a 20-odd 
agenda and implementing policies 
and strategies that would ensure the 
future socio-economic and political 
development of the region. 

Gonsalves told reporters that the 
summit dealt with several matters 
regarding the further development 
of the 15-member regional inte-
gration grouping, ranging from 
information communications and 
technology (ICT) to a future trade 
agreement with Canada.

“We had a very successful con-
ference, we had 20-odd items on 
the agenda, and we completed the 
agenda,” he said. 

The CARICOM chairman said 
that the ICT sector was high on the 
agenda, with leaders agreeing that 
it “should take place in tandem with 
the reform process of the region for 
the years 2014-19.” 

The meeting received a presenta-
tion by Grenada’s Prime Minister 
Dr. Keith Mitchell, who has lead 
responsibility for ICT within the 
quasi-CARICOM Cabinet.

Gonsalves said leaders agreed 
that there should be sustained effort 
over the next two years for building 
a single ICT space in the region. 

Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 4
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In a spontaneous response to the rhythmic clapping during the rally, Viveen Scale broke into a 
heartfelt and brief dance in solidarity with fellow tenant activists at the rally.

Photo by Tequila Minsky

CARICOM 
ends ‘very 
successful’ 

summit

CROWN HEIGHTS 
TENANT PROTEST

By Tequila Minsky
This is not a racial issue or 

even class issue; it’s a long-time 
resident issue. Seventy-five resi-
dents recently rallied on one of 
the coldest days of the year in 
Crown Heights to voice their 
frustration of the abuse they take 
from landlords.  

The Crown Heights Tenant 
Union (CHRU), which began a 
mere four months ago, organ-
ized the rally with residents of 
25 Crown Heights buildings to 
demand stronger protections of 
tenants’ rights and voice con-
cerns of rampant gentrification, 
displacement, and illegal rent-
al overcharges in the neighbor-
hood. 

It is using a collective bar-
gaining strategy to require both 
stricter enforcement of existing 
tenants’ rights in addition to new, 
stronger protections that elimi-
nate loopholes in the law that 
favor landlords. The call is for 
a stronger tenant voice in deci-
sions that impact rental hous-
ing and includes a five-year rent 
freeze and restrictions on tenant 

Complaints of 
landlord abuse
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Caribbean
Six Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) countries have been 
included in the 2014 World Press 
Freedom Index that spotlights on 
freedom of information and its 
protagonist.

World Press Freedom (WPF) 
said the ranking of some coun-
tries had been affected by a ten-
dency to interrupt national secu-
rity needs in an overly broad and 
abusive, to the 
detriment of the 
right to inform 
and be informed. 
The WPF said 
despite occasional turbulence in 
the past year, these countries 
continue to be news and informa-
tion black holes and living hells 
for the journalists who inhabit 
them.

It said this year’s index covers 
180 countries, one more than last 
year. The new entry, Belize, has 
been assigned an enviable posi-
tion (29th).

The other Caribbean countries 
ranked by WFP are Jamaica at 17, 
Antigua and Barbuda (36), Trini-
dad and Tobago (43), Haiti (47) 
and Guyana (67).

Barbados
Director of the Seismic 

Research Unit of the University of 
the West Indies, Dr. Joan Latch-
man has warned regional coun-
tries to be prepared for a massive 
earthquake in the future. 

This followed a recent 6.4 
quake, the “biggest” ever to occur 
in the Barbados 
zone since 1980.

“There would 
be an earthquake 
we don’t expect 
to see for tens of years… In my 
analysis, this would be the first 
earthquake in this magnitude 
range since we have been record-
ing about 1980,” she said of the 
quake which was felt in Barbados, 

Martinique, Dominica, Grenada, 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

The seismologist said the 
strong quake was also a reminder 
that the Caribbean should not be 
complacent. She said there will be 
an increase in seismic activity.

The seismologist, who has long 
warned the region to expect a 
massive earthquake, cautioned 
this could still occur and insisted 
that Caribbean countries must be 
earthquake ready.

Haiti
The Clinton Foundation has 

approved a US$250,000 grant to a 
Haitian recycling plant that seeks 
to clean up the country’s dirty 

capital.
Former U.S. President Bill Clin-

ton, who heads the private foun-
dation made the announcement 
during his recent two-day visit to 
the Caribbean nation, where he 
used to serve as a United Nations 
special envoy. 

His foundation 
focused on bring-
ing on investors 
to Haiti. 

The grant goes to Sustainable 
Recycling Solutions, a business 
founded in 2012 by a team of Hai-
tian business leaders and foreign 
aid workers that pays hundreds 
of Haitian to collect recyclable 
materials from trash heaps and 
landfills.

Jamaica
Jamaica’s Parliament has 

approved legislation outlawing 
membership into criminal gangs 
as authorities move to deal with 
the spate of criminal activity, par-
ticularly murder, on the island.

The Criminal Justice (Suppres-
sion of Criminal 
Organization) Act 
2014 was recently 
passed with 22 
amendments and 
defining criminal 
organizations as any gang, group, 
alliance network, combination, or 
other arrangements among three 
or more persons that has as one 
of its purposes the commission of 
one or more serious offences.

It also lists a criminal gang 
as having persons “engaged in 
unlawful activity or indirectly, a 
financial or material benefit or to 
gain power or influence in com-
munities, or over other persons.” 

Attorney General Patrick Atkin-
son told legislators the society has 
become tired of gangsters. 

National Security Minister Peter 
Bunting acknowledged there had 
been many changes to the legisla-
tion since it was first introduced.

St. Lucia
Two months after the devas-

tating Christmas Eve rains, St. 
Lucia continues to receive finan-
cial and technical support from 
allies and humanitarian organiza-
tions worldwide.

India is the latest financial con-
tributor to St. Lucia’s rehabilita-
tion efforts, with a donation of 
US$500,000.

Prime Minister Dr. Kenny 
Anthony expressed thanks, for 
such a gener-
ous donation on 
behalf of the gov-
ernment and Peo-
ple of St. Lucia.

“I am deeply heartened by the 
response of the international com-
munity, I continue to use every 
occasion to seek assistance for St. 
Lucia, as there is still work to be 
done in some areas,” he said.

“India’s contribution of 
US$500,000 is very timely. I wish 
to publicly thank the Prime Minis-
ter of Indian Manmohan Singh and 
the people of India, for responding 
to St. Lucia’s plea for assistance.” 

St. Vincent
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

has launched its e-passport, say-
ing the document is even more 
secure than the machine-readable 
passport launched in 2005.

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gon-
salves said the e-passport has a 

Continued on Page 16
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Handling lionfi sh requires special care: some of their fi ns are tipped with venom that make even 
the slightest puncture extremely painful, though not fatal. See page 24. IPS/Christopher Pala

Predatory lionfish infest Carib waters

1179 Eastern Parkway
1st Floor Brooklyn, NY 11213
(Between Utica and Rochester)
Take 4 or 3 Train to Utica / A Train  
to Utica to connect to Bus 46

SALIS LAW P.C.
PHONE: (212) 655-5749

(212) 514-6141
FAX: (212) 742-0549 

REMOVING IMMIGRATION NIGHTMARES
There are solutions to problems immigrants frequently experience.

Among the problems and solutions are the following:

NO AT TORNEY’S FEE  
UNLESS  APPROVED

 FOR DHS CASES

1. GETTING MARRIED TO A US CITIZEN OR
   GREEN CARD HOLDER AND BEING ABUSED OR
   ABANDONED BY THE SPOUSE
2. PARENTS OF US CITIZEN WANTING
   TO WORK AND MAINTAIN THEIR CHILDREN
3. ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO THE US
4. ILLEGAL REENTRY AFTER DEPORTATION

5. WORK PERMIT AND GREEN CARD FOR
    CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS
6. CRIMINAL RECORDS: WAIVERS AND PARDONS
7.  REMOVING 2-YEAR CONDITIONAL GREENCARD
8. ASYLUM PROBLEMS AND DEPORTATION   
    ORDERS
9. APPROVALS AND VISA BULLETIN PROBLEMS

10. NOTICE TO APPEAR (NTA) IN IMMIGRATION   
     COURT AND IMMIGRATION COURT  
     PROCEEDINGS
11. DO YOU NEED A WORK PERMIT,  
     IDENTIFICATION CARD AND FOREIGN TRAVEL 
     PERMIT?
12. CBP AND TSA PROBLEMS
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By Nelson A. King 
New York Attorney Gen-

eral Eric T. Schneiderman 
on Tuesday announced the 
settlement of an investiga-
tion by his office against 
Betsy Ross Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, 
Rome, upstate New York, 
for discrimination on the 
basis of race against Afri-
can-American employees. 

Betsy Ross is a private, 
for-profit, 120-bed nursing 
home facility that provides 
long-term care, rehabilita-
tive services and other treat-
ment to senior citizens. 

Schneiderman’s office 
opened an investigation 
after receiving multiple 

complaints about discrimi-
nation in the assignments 
of African-American nurses 
at the nursing home. 

Specifically, the com-
plaints alleged that the 
nursing home accommodat-
ed the racially discrimina-
tory preferences of a patient 
who did not want to be seen 
or treated by African-Amer-
ican nurses. 

The nursing home 
responded by reassigning all 
African-American nurses to 
another unit of the facility, 
barring African-American 
employees from working in 
the unit, and posting an 
order that read “No Colored 
Nurses” in the unit. 

“The fact that nearly 50 
years after the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
some New Yorkers are still 
subject to racial discrimina-
tion at work – or anywhere 
– is shocking and unaccept-
able,” said Schneiderman in 
a statement.

“Sadly, this case demon-
strates that racism is still 
alive, and that we must be 
aggressive and unwavering 
in rooting out racial dis-
crimination by employers,” 
he added. 

Marc Morial, president 
and chief executive officer of 
the National Urban League, 
said, “Each day, we are con-
fronted with bitter remind-

ers of ongoing discrimina-
tion faced by African Ameri-
can and other underserved 
communities in the work-
place. 

“I applaud the Attorney 
General’s Office for enforc-
ing our anti-discrimination 
laws and taking steps to 
ensure that all employees 
are treated equally, regard-
less of race,” he said. 

Under Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the New York State Human 
Rights Law, it is unlaw-
ful to discriminate against 
employees based on race.

Schneiderman said Betsy 
Ross has agreed to imple-

By Nelson A. King
A major women’s group 

in Brooklyn will on Satur-
day, March 15 hold its Third 
Annual Shirley Chisholm 
Women’s Empowerment 
Conference, saluting the 
legacy of New York City’s 
first black Congresswom-
an, Yvette D. Clarke.

The Black Women for 
Fairness, Equity & Justice-
organized event, under the 
leadership of former New 
York City Councilwoman 
Una Clarke, takes place at 
the Crown Heights, Brook-
lyn campus of Medgar 
Evers College, 1637 Bed-
ford Ave. 

Under the theme, “A 
Legacy Reborn,” the day-
long gathering of elected 
officials, community activ-
ists, business leaders and 
educators is held in col-
laboration with the Carib-
bean Research Center at 
Medgar Evers College. 

Beginning with a 
“Women in Leadership” 
power breakfast, focus-
ing on electoral empower-
ment and key legislative 
issues, the conference will 
address concerns of wom-
en’s health, education 
and financial disparities, 
according to Congress-
woman Clarke’s mother, 
Una Clarke, the first Car-
ibbean-born woman to 
hold elective office in New 
York. 

“We are encouraging 
women to come out not 
only because we have dis-
tinguished panel members 

and keynote speakers but 
so they can better under-
stand civil engagement,” 
Clarke told Caribbean Life 
in an exclusive interview.

“Each of us has value 
to the community, and we 
want everybody to under-
stand their value to the 
community,” she added.  

The Jamaican-born 
Clarke said the conference 
emerged from the last 
redistricting in 2010, when 
the Caribbean American 
community, in particular, 
did not respond well to the 
Census.

As a result, she said 
there was a “great under-
count of the community, 
and we had to go to Albany 
to make a case in order to 
make it a ‘community of 
interest.’”

“We have convened this 
conference in order to 
educate our black women, 
who are head of house-
holds, to remain engaged, 
so we can continue to edu-
cate the community on 
issues that are important 
to the growth, develop-
ment and expansion of the 
black community,” Clarke 
said. 

She said the conference 
will also include panels on 
professional and spiritual 
development and work-
shops on small business 
creation and resume writ-
ing. 

Scheduled panelists 
include: Educators Dr. 
Carole M. Berotte Joseph, 

By Tequila Minsky
Haitian-born Michele 

Garoute Michel eyed the 
brand new renovated Wash-
ington Heights branch of 
the New York Public Library 
with beaming approval. She 
lives just down the street 
from this five-floor boxy red 
brick building at St. Nicho-
las and 160th St. that was a 
community resource when 
she was raising her two 
sons, now grown. 

“I used to take my chil-
dren here, a lot, when they 
were little. It was rundown 
and dark, really dark,” she 
commented. “Now, it’s so 
bright with the light from 
the windows. It’s inviting.”

While attending the reo-
pening festivities, Michel 
spotted some of the new 
technology accessible in the 
library, 

The branch now has 25 
personal computers, 16 
laptops, and 24 Macintosh 
computers available to the 
public. “It’s up to date for 
the current lifestyle, the 
21st Century,” she observed.  
“It’s good for the kids, access 
to the internet, the super-
highway, with information 
at their fingertips.” 

Looking at the filled new 
bookcases in the children’s 

section, she added, “And, 
they have the option with 
books, too.” 

The children’s section 
occupies the building’s 
entire second floor–3,300 
square feet–the third larg-

est children’s section in the 
entire library system. 

“I’ve been living in this 
neighborhood for over 25 
years. This is so good for the 
children,” Michel said.

Computers and books 

are equally available for 
adults. One 50+ year-old, 
a Washington Heights resi-
dent originally from Cote 
D’Ivoire, attended the reo-
pening.  “I use library com-

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke. 

The Washington Heights branch joined the NYPL in 1901 and moved into the build-
ing designed by Carrere and Hastings, at the corner of St. Nicholas and 160th St, 
100 years ago. With a  bright and modern renovated interior, the reopening also 
celebrates the library’s centennial. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Branch library reopens in
Washington Heights

AG rules against racist nursing home 

Women’s 
Empowerment 

Conference

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44
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buyouts.
The rally was held out-

side 1059 Union Street 
(near Franklin) owned by 
BCB Properties, a landlord 
that has been buying up 
physically distressed, rent 
stabilized housing in the 
neighborhood and convert-
ing apartments to luxury 
units. 

The real estate indus-
try has identified Crown 
Heights as a site where 
developers, taking advan-
tage of raising rents, reap 
enormous profits. Concur-
rently, long-term, low-to-
moderate income residents 
experience harassment and 
greatly reduced services.

“We’re living here and 
paying our rent while our 
landlord refuses to make 
repairs. They only care 
about money,” said Joan 
Golding, longtime resident 
of 1159 President Street, a 
building that is also owned 
by BCB Properties.

“We are living in mis-

erable conditions, our 
health and well-being are 
at risk, while BCB Proper-
ties attempts to turn the 
apartments around us into 
luxury housing,” Golding 
added.

Moly Hernandez moved 
from Trinidad at the age 
of 18 and has lived in 1059 
Union St., ever since, almost 
50 years. Since the present 
landlord bought the build-
ing about a year ago, she 
“might as well be living in 
the North Pole.” 

During this freezing win-
ter, tenants endured weeks 
on end with no heat or hot 
water. Tenants started get-
ting hot water and heat in 
the last few weeks. “I think 
somebody told them we 
were going to have a meet-
ing,” Hernandez said.  

[Note: This building has 
changed ownership several 
times in the 70s and again 
in the 80s. This past sum-
mer, the building sold for 
four times the amount it 
had sold for just six years 

before. The incentive here 
is to force out low-income 
tenants and raise the rent 
six times, in order to make 
a profit.) 

‘End tenant exclusion 
in decision-making’

Continued from cover

He said a road map would 
be presented to the leaders 
when they meet for their 
regular summit in Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

The Vincentian leader 
said ICT development comes 
at a time when the region 
is developing its human 
resource potential.

The leaders also wel-
comed a presentation by St. 
Kitts-Nevis Prime Minister 
Dr. Denzil Douglas, who is 
celebrating his 25th year 
as a legislator in the twin-
island federation. 

In his summit presenta-
tion, Mitchell said very few 
CARICOM countries “can 
truly report” that the invest-
ment made in ICT so far has 
produced the correspond-
ing benefits that have been 
promised.

He said there were “intrin-
sic barriers to ICT infusion 
and adoption in countries 
referred to as Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS). 

“This is timely, since this 
year we observe Internation-
al Year of SIDS culminating 
in the Summit in Septem-
ber in Samoa,” the Grenada 
prime minister said. 

“It would be terribly 
remiss if we do not amplify 
the ICT barriers as having 
equal, if not more urgency, 
than the environmental, 
economic and social vulner-
abilities already identified 
and articulated for discus-
sion,” he said. 

Mitchell said some of the 
barriers include difficulty 
in achieving economies of 
scale in all endeavors of 
economic and social devel-
opment, in particular with 
respect to cost of infrastruc-
ture, human resource, skills 
and competencies, as well as 
high costs of broadband con-
nectivity and lack of fund-
ing for capital investment to 
fund ICT infrastructure.

Focus on ICT
Continued from cover“Our neighborhood and 

buildings are undergo-
ing major construction 
but the work being done 
is not for the long stand-
ing tenants,” said Joan 
Mossman, resident of 1159 
President Street. “Our 
message to our landlords 
is clear: this is our home, 
we still live here and we 
are not leaving.”  

Photo by Tequila Minsky

GET THE CARE YOU DESERVE 

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Medical space available for rent, call for more info.  

FAMILY PHYSICIAN FOR 

Call 347-915-1755 
for an appointment.  

Camele White M.D.
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 

(btwn Lenox and Clarkson Avenues).  

M dMediicall space a ivail blablle ffor re tnt callll ffor more i finfo

MARCO POLO CRUISES  
is back in Queens at the  

World’s Fair Marina with the Half Moon.

Make money with your next boat ride.
Call us for available dates | 718-779-1188

Heads of CARICOM and secretariat offi cials pose for a group photograph at their 
recent inter-sessional summit in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
 Photo courtesy of CARICOM Secretariat
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To shop, compare and enroll, 
go to nystateofhealth.ny.gov 

or call 1-855-355-5777. 
Today’s the day. 

Because today’s the day all New Yorkers have access to low-cost,  
quality health plans they can afford. Introducing New York’s official  
health plan marketplace, New York State of Health. It’s your place  
to find a low-cost, quality health plan that’s right for you. And it’s  
the only place you can receive financial assistance based on your  
income, to lower your costs even more.

Today’s 
the 
day
You don’t have to wonder if you 

can afford a quality health plan.

©2013 NY State of Health

 Caribbean and Latin 
 American Specialties

 In-Store Bakery and Deli

 Butcher with Custom 
 Cut Meats

 Fresh Seafood Daily

QUEENS
1580 Gates Ave. | Ridgewood
34-20 Junction Blvd. | Jackson Heights
97-27 57th Ave. | Corona
35-60 Junction Blvd. | Corona
5801 Junction Blvd. | Corona
NEW! 42-02 Northern Blvd. | LIC

BROOKLYN
17-59 Ridgewood Place | Brooklyn
1102 Myrtle Ave. | Brooklyn
21 Manhattan Ave. | Brooklyn
417 Junius St. | Brooklyn
1682 St. John’s Place | Brooklyn

BRONX
238 East 161 St. | Bronx
1630 Bruckner Blvd. | Bronx
535 East 170 St. | Bronx

CONNECTICUT
500 Sylvan Ave. | Bridgeport

WESTCHESTER
1 Bogopa Plaza | Mount Vernon

NEW JERSEY
57-01 Broadway | West NY
635 S. Clinton Ave. | Trenton

ENTER SWEEPSTAKES TO WIN! 2014 HYUNDAI GENESIS (LIC & Mount Vernon Locations Only)

YOUR HOME 
AWAY FROM HOME

www.MyFoodBazaar.com
Open 7 days a week

10% OFF TOTAL GROCERY BILL
Coupon expires April 20, 2014. Limit one to a customer per visit. No copies, please. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. Coupon valid only at Food Bazaar 
located at 42-02 Northern Boulevard Long Island City, New York 11101. Coupon not valid and cannot be used at any other Food Bazaar location. 
10% off entire purchase of $50 or more (“Qualifying Purchase”). Qualifying Purchases are calculated BEFORE taxes, bottle deposits, and the face value of manufacturer coupons 
and AFTER Food Bazaar store coupons and any doubled or tripled value of manufacturer coupons. Program excludes prescription medications, gift certifi cates, gift cards, postage 
stamp sales, money orders, money transfers, lottery tickets, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Not valid 
with any other offer and Coupon cannot be combined with employee, senior citizen, fi re department and other discounts typically offered by Food Bazaar. Coupon not valid for 
the purchase of gift certifi cates and cannot be redeemed as cash or merchandise credit if merchandise is returned. Coupon discount savings applied to all purchased items on a 
prorated basis; any refunds will be given in the prorated amount. No cash value.

Bringing You All of the Food You Love
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By Gerard Best
Saint Lucia celebrated 

its 35th year of independ-
ence with a bold step toward 
improving the quality of 
Internet services for its citi-
zens. On Feb. 28, the island 
joined the growing list of 
CARICOM countries reap-
ing the benefits of a local 
Internet Exchange Point, or 
IXP.  

The Saint Lucia exchange, 
called SLiX, was launched 
under the umbrella of a 
broader World Bank-funded 
Caribbean Communications 
Infrastructure Program 
(CARCIP), coordinated by 
the Caribbean Telecommu-
nications Union (CTU). The 
IXP is a critical component 
of the overall project, which 
seeks to increase region-
wide access to and uptake of 
broadband Internet service.

The CTU has been 
engaged to coordinate 

CARCIP, which is a part-
nership between the World 
Bank and the governments 
of Saint Lucia, Saint Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, 
and Grenada. The program 
aims, ultimately, to improve 
the efficiency of telecom-
munications infrastructure 

development and technol-
ogy-driven service delivery 
throughout the wider Car-
ibbean. Through the World 
Bank¹s International Devel-
opment Association, CAR-
CIP was allocated a total 
disbursement of US$25 
million, including loans to 

the three countries and a 
grant to the CTU to exe-
cute a number of regional 
ICT-related development 
projects.

The groundwork for the 
project was undertaken by 
the CTU, which has been 
advocating the need for 
proliferating Caribbean 
IXPs since 2006. The CTU¹s 
aggressive public education 
activities on IXP principles 
and strategic partnership 
with Packet Clearing House 
(PCH), a globally recognized 
non-profit institution in the 
field of IXP implementation, 
have played a significant 
role in the establishment of 
every IXP in the region. 

Delivering the keynote 
address at the SLiX launch, 
Dr. James Fletcher, minis-
ter of the Public Service, 
Sustainable Development, 
Energy, Science and Tech-

St. Lucia launches broadband 
Internet Exchange Point

PUBLISH NOW! 
SPECIAL 
$399

PUBLISH
YOUR BOOK 
IN 2014

WE OFFER: 

147-12 Archer Ave, Second Floor, Jamaica, NY, 11435
  Tel: 718-297-3720

Jesse Edwards, country manager, Columbus Com-
munications Saint Lucia and Geraldine Pitt, CEO, LIME 
Southern Cluster, at the launch of the St. Lucia Internet 
Exchange Point, SLiX, Feb. 28, 2014. 

Continued on Page 38

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for 
the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, 
viewpoints and more.
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EXTRA 2O% OFF
SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS 
PLUS, FINE & FASHION JEWELRY EXTRA 15% OFF ALL SALE & 

CLEARANCE COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, IMPULSE,  
INTIMATES; MEN’S SUIT SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS; 

  & SELECT SHOES & HOME ITEMS  
Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), Doorbusters, Deals of the Day, watches, furniture, mattresses, 
floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic shoes for him, her & kids,  

Dallas Cowboys merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, New Era, Nike on Field,   
previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, services. Exclusions 

may differ at macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit 
offer except opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. 

VALID 3/13-3/16/2014

WOW! PASS 
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL

SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL!
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

TEXT “CPN” TO 62297 TO GET COUPONS, SALES ALERTS & MORE!  
Max 3 msgs/wk. Msg & data rates may apply.  By texting CPN from my mobile number, I agree to receive 

marketing text messages generated by an automated dialer from Macy’s to this number. I understand 
that consent is not required to make a purchase. Text STOP to 62297 to cancel. Text HELP to 62297 

for help. Terms & conditions at macys.com/mobilehelp   Privacy policy at macys.com/privacypolicy

3O%-75% OFF STOREWIDE
 USE YOUR MACY’S CARD OR PASS & TAKE AN

EXTRA 2O% OR 15% OFF†

†EXCLUSIONS APPLY, SEE PASS. 

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY  
+ EXTRA 2O% OR 15% OFF! 
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. USE PROMO CODE:  
WKND FOR EXTRA SAVINGS; OFFER VALID 3/13-3/16/2014.  
EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM FOR DETAILS.

STOREWIDE
WEEKEND SALE

NOW THROUGH SUN, MARCH 16 

SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 3/13-3/16/2014.  

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 15% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are 
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.
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Have you earned college credits that you could put toward a college degree?
Monroe’s generous transfer policy maximizes every credit to which you’re entitled. We may
also offer additional credit for military service, relevant work experience or academy training.
Additionally, we provide personalized financial aid counseling and are always available to help
you apply. 

You can study on campus or online. We offer three semesters a year so you can graduate
sooner. And professors who work in the fields they teach. Let us help you get started on your
transfer today. Call our admissions office at 1.877.269.7744 or visit monroecollege.edu.

Accounting
Baking & Pastry
Business Management
Criminal Justice
Culinary Arts
Early Childhood Education 
Health Services Administration
Hospitality Management
Information Technology
Medical Administration

Associate, Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree Programs:

Medical Assisting
Pharmacy Technician
Public Health
Registered Nurse

MBA
MS of Criminal Justice
Master of Public Health
Master of Hospitality 

Management

Attend our
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, March 18th
9 am - 7 pm

Bronx, New Rochelle and Online campuses

EDUCATION FOR THE REAL WORLD

www.monroecol lege.edu

Each year hundreds of 
students who start 
college elsewhere, 
finish at Monroe.

Each year hundreds of 
students who start 
college elsewhere, 
finish at Monroe.

HUTCHINSON RIVER CSO LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN 
PUBLIC KICK-OFF MEETING

Wednesday, March 26, 2014
Harry S.Truman High School

750 Baychester Avenue, 1st Floor, Bronx NY 10475
6:00pm to 8:00pm

���������	
��������
����	
�����������������	��

How do you want to use the Hutchinson River in the future?
�o you want to use it for �shin�� swi��in�� �oa�n� or so�e other recrea�ona� use?

�o�e to this !ic!"o# �ee�n� and �et us !now$

To improve water quality in the Hutchinson River, the New York City Department of Envi-
ronmental �rotec�on �DE�� is �evelopin� a �on� Term Control �lan ��TC�� that will evalu-
ate solu�ons to re�uce com	ine� sewer over
ows �C��s� into the water	o�y 

DE� is inves�n� appro�imately ��� million �ollars in �reen �nfrastructure in the area over 
the ne�t few years to improve water quality �oin us as we �iscuss the impact this may have 
on you, the rate payers an� users of the Hutchinson River an� par�cipate in a conversa�on 
on how future fun�s coul� 	e use� to further improve water quality in the Hutchinson 
River

HOW TO GET INVOLVED?
DE� an� DEC sta� will 	e availa	le to answer any ques�ons you may have

To R���, please email ltcp��epnyc�ov or call DE��s Community ��airs ��ce at ����� ���-�!��

"or more informa�on on DE��s C�� pro�ram, please visit our �TC� �ro�ram we	site at wwwnyc�ov#
�ep#ltcp or follow us on "ace	ook$ www"ace	ookcom#NYC%ater

By Bert Wilkinson
When Caribbean Commu-

nity leaders gathered in the 
Eastern Caribbean Island of 
St. Vincent this week, two 
rather new but proverbially 
sexy items were on the agen-
da for discussion, one dealing 
with a plan to make Europe 
pay the region for enslav-
ing Blacks and the other the 
mounting pressure leaders 
are feeling from a plethora of 
quarters to legalize marijua-
na at least for medical use.

By the time current 
chairman and host Prime 
Minister Ralph Gonsalves 
had sounded the gravel to 
end two-full days of dis-
cussions at the mid-year 
summit, the leaders in a 
landmark move had decid-
ed to agree in principle to 
decriminalize medical mar-
ijuana use, given evidence 
from regional and other 
researchers about its bene-
fits to patients with various 

illnesses.
As Gonsalves himself 

pointed out, it would have 
been a virtual impossibil-
ity for such an item to be 
placed on a Heads of Gov-
ernment meeting 10 years 
ago, noting the fact that 
it did make it was a reali-
zation of changing times 
in the trading group and 
around the world.

“It’s an idea, the time 
of which has come,” Gon-
salves noted, suggesting 
that “we cannot continue 
frankly with the drug poli-
cies that we have had over 
the years. I am not talk-
ing about legalizing mari-
juana. The discussion is 
about decriminalization in 
respect of medical marijua-
na and very small quanti-
ties regarding use for social 
and religious purposes but 
not to be made available 
for anyone under the age of 
18,” he said.

But the man who helped 
to drive the discussion per-
haps more than anyone else 
and ensure it was a full 
agenda item, also suggest-
ed that the harsh, if not 
heartless laws on the books 
in many of the 15-mem-
ber states regarding the use 
of small amounts, should 
be reviewed, as it makes 
no sense in a modern and 
changing world.

In this regard, Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar, the prime 
minister of Trinidad who 
handed over the chairper-
son’s gavel to Gonsalves 
in the past week, said that 
while the leaders have 
decided on the new way 
forward, most if not all will 
have to deal with local cul-
tural and political realities 
once they return home.

“It is being done in 
other countries, it is being 
done with some states in 
the United States and it is 

definitely something that 
is worth considering for 
medical purposes. The next 
step is private use in small 
amounts and where does 
it end, where does it go? I 
don’t think as a responsi-
ble politician I would want 
to commit without getting 
consent from the people 
of Trinidad and Tobago on 
that issue,” the prime min-
ister told reporters in St. 
Vincent.

The leaders had asked the 
Guyana-based bloc head-
quarters to prepare a con-
cept paper to drive discus-
sions. One point it clearly 
made in the document lead-
ers reviewed in St. Vincent 
was that the region could 
rake in millions from medi-
cal marijuana products if 
it decides in a rational way 
how the issue will be tack-
led.

On this, Gonsalves 
wasted no time in point-

ing out that the Ameri-
can State of Colorado had 
already earned $2M in sales 
taxes since the narcotic 
was declared legal to use 
in recent months, giving 

a strong hint of where the 
discussion will likely head 
next while experts deal with 
law revisions and set limits 
as to who qualifies to use 
the drug and who does not.

St. Vincent Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves.

CARICOM agrees to decriminalize 
for marijuana medical use
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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By Sheldon Richman
With Russia and the United 

States confronting each other 
over Ukraine, the world is at a 
dangerous juncture. While the 
chances of war between the two 
behemoths seem small — these 
are, after all, nuclear powers 
that have avoided war for over 60 
years — nothing can be taken 
for granted. No one wanted the 
Great War that began in central 
Europe a century ago this year 
either, but things can get out of 
control. Governments are run 
by human beings who, perhaps 
more than others, are tainted 
by arrogance, vainglory, and the 
fear of humiliation.

What’s most worrisome is not 
what Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is doing in Crimea and 
threatening to do in eastern 
Ukraine. Not that Putin’s actions 
are good or justified -- they are 
neither. What’s most worrisome 
are the actions of the U.S. gov-
ernment, which could aggravate 
the conflict.

U.S. regimes from George 
H.W. Bush onward have done 
their utmost to demean Rus-
sia and its rulers. In violation 
of Bush’s promise to Mikhail 
Gorbachev, NATO expanded its 
membership to include states 
formerly part of the defunct 
Soviet Union’s empire and pub-
licly talked about admitting both 
Ukraine and another former 
Soviet republic, Georgia. The 
United States has also cut deals 
with former Soviet republics in 
central Asia, further putting 
Russian rulers on edge.

But despite these aggressive 
U.S. actions, Putin should not 
have escalated the Ukrainian 
conflict by sending troops to 
Crimea or obtaining his parlia-
ment’s authorization to invade 
the rest of Ukraine.

No government is to be trust-
ed, and among the most fear-
ful components of government 

is the military. Thus Putin’s 
moves toward mobilization are 
to be condemned by all who love 
peace and oppose war. Any war 
would kill innocents and run 
a high risk of careening out of 
control. For that reason, Putin’s 
responses to events in Ukraine 
merit the contempt of all decent 
people.

But Putin alone cannot 
heighten the risk of a big war. 
That would also require certain 
moves by the Obama admin-
istration. President Obama 
talks about imposing sanctions, 
which is bad enough. The ques-
tion is whether he has the back-
bone to withstand the pressure 
to “get tougher” with Russia.

This pressure comes from the 
usual hawks, like the dependably 
opportunistic Republican sena-
tors John McCain and Lindsey 
Graham and Rep. Mike Rogers, 
as well as the Wall Street Journal 
and Washington Post. Obama, 
we’re told, is naïve, playing mar-
bles while Putin plays chess. Do 
they not see the hypocrisy of 
supporting America’s preventive 
wars while condemning Russia 
for violating another country’s 
sovereignty?

The theme of the Obama-
goading is that Putin wouldn’t 
have dreamed of intervening 
in Ukraine had America not 
“retreated from the world.”

The problem with this claim 
is that it is utterly without foun-
dation. There has been no U.S. 
retreat from the world. After 
pointing out that Secretary 
of State John Kerry has both 
asserted and rejected the retreat 
claim, foreign policy writer John 
Glaser commented, “I can’t 
think of one single place in the 

world where the United States is 
withdrawing.”

Not only is the U.S. govern-
ment exerting influence, howev-
er ineptly, in Latin America, the 
Middle East, Africa, and Asia, 
it’s been heavily involved in the 
very location under examina-
tion, Russia’s backyard. (I agree 
that Russia should not attempt 
to control its backyard, but how 
many Americans believe the 
U.S. government should stop 
trying to manage its backyard?) 
As Glaser writes,

Our State Department has 
helped usher in a change of gov-
ernment in Ukraine, as Wash-
ington continues to compete 
with Moscow for influence in a 
post-Soviet state that is of no 
vital interest to the U.S. Across 
Europe, in countries like Ger-
many, Italy, Greece, Belgium, 
et al., Washington maintains 
military bases and continues 
to push for the expansion of 
NATO.

Yes, indeed. Talk about 
bringing Ukraine and Geor-
gia into NATO is heard once 
again. (Through the “Partner-
ship for Peace” program, they 
along with former Soviet allies 
Moldova, Kazakhstan, Arme-
nia, and Azerbaijan are virtually 
members now.) NATO, which 
should have disbanded along 
with the Soviet Union, operates 
on the principle that an attack 
on one member is an attack on 
all. Imagine if Georgia had been 
a member when it fought with 
Russia over South Ossetia in 
2008. Imagine if Ukraine were a 
member now.

It’s unlikely any good would 
come from more U.S. interven-
tion. Obama should pull back 
and resist the confrontation-
ists.

Sheldon Richman is vice 
president and editor at The 
Future of Freedom Foundation 
in Fairfax, Va. (www.fff.org).

By Gina Schaefer
It didn’t take long after my 

husband and I opened our first 
hardware store in 2003 for people 
to start coming in and asking us 
to open in their neighborhood, 
too.

By 2009, we had grown to six 
Ace Hardware stores in Balti-
more and Washington DC, with 
our seventh store opening in 
2010 in Takoma Park, Maryland. 
The next year, Old Takoma Ace 
Hardware was one of four stores, 
out of 4,500 locally owned and 
operated Ace Hardware stores 
worldwide, to win the “Coolest 
Hardware Store” award from Ace 
Hardware Corporation.

We expanded further in 2012, 
growing from seven stores to 
nine with additional Washington 
DC and Maryland locations.

We may own the business, 
but we didn’t do this alone. Our 
growth would not have been pos-
sible without the help of our dedi-
cated employees.

Paying fair wages helped our 
business grow fast to nine stores 
and nearly 200 employees even 
as our country suffered a terrible 
economic downturn.

Our starting pay for sales asso-
ciates is $10. We know that grad-
ually raising the minimum wage 
from $7.25 to $10.10 an hour 
makes good business sense.

Raising pay at the bottom is 
good for the bottom line in key 

ways:
When employees earn a decent 

starting wage, they can concen-
trate on their job without con-
tinual stress over how they are 
going to afford basics like rent, 
groceries or transportation.

Businesses like mine count 
on good customer service, and 
good customer service depends 
on employees who are treated 
fairly and invested in our busi-
ness. Our employees know we 
value them, and we know they 
value our customers.

Satisfied customers don’t 
just keep coming back them-
selves, they tell their friends and 
families about us. Paying better 
wages helps us attract and retain 
good employees, increase sales, 
expand our business, and hire 
more employees.

When the minimum wage 
goes up it puts money in the 
paychecks of people who most 
need to spend it – from making 
rent to buying things they could 
not afford before from the grocer, 
the pharmacy, the shoe store, the 
auto repair, and, yes, the hard-
ware store.

Local businesses depend on 
local customers with money to 
spend. A higher minimum wage 
means more money circulat-
ing in our local economy. Our 
employees shop at other busi-
nesses, and the employees of 
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decent people.
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The conspicuous presence of 
ultra-right extremist  rhetoric and 
actions has made this a contagion 
of  size and scope on the nation-
al political scene that is arguably 
without precedent. Holders of elec-
tive office, screamers with access 
to print and broadcast media and 
others of similar ideological bent 
seem engaged in undeclared bat-
tle to determine whose demagogic 
fervor most effectively serves the 
cause. Those of us not in the market 
for this extremist hysteria remain 
dismayed that the conservative take 
on things doesn’t come via a David 
Brooks, of The New York Times and 
PBS NewsHour – he of the gener-
ally measured style and perspective. 
Rather, the daily menu of right-
wing speak favors the preposterous, 
favors scant regard for what’s factual 
and, overall, bares telltale indicators 
of unbridled power lust. Bad as is all 
of that, it gets infinitely worse when 
there’s classlessness as well. Such as 
we got last week from Republican 
Congressman Darrell Issa.

Congressman Issa’s display of 
unforgivably despicable behavior 
toward Maryland’s Elijah Cum-
mings, ranking Democrat on the 
House Oversight Committee that 
Issa chairs, seemed to reach back 

into the Issa files to a time when 
conforming to a good-conduct code 
proved more than once to be a bit 
difficult for this guy. Long before 
becoming a business operator of 
considerable means, Issa report-
edly had scrapes with the law for 
infringements like auto theft and 
carrying a concealed weapon. Some 
might say that when he imperiously 
aborted a committee hearing and 
then turned off Rep. Cummings’ 
microphone when he tried to speak, 
Issa was merely reverting to a form 
that’s still DNA solid.   

Issa had scheduled a hearing to 
continue the committee’s inves-
tigation into alleged targeting by 
the IRS of conservative organiza-
tions seeking tax-exempt status. 
Issa had demanded another appear-
ance before his committee of an IRS 
employee at the center of the con-
troversy, who in her earlier appear-
ance had  pleaded the Fifth. When 
the witness did so again last week 
– something that was pretty much 
expected – Issa pulled his arbitrary 
adjournment stunt. 

Like the never-ending Republican 
harping on Benghazi, where there’s 
obviously no hidden story still to tell, 
the flames of a Republican witch 
hunt  continue to be fanned, to 

uncover evidence of some sinister 
plot by Democrats (up to and includ-
ing the White House) to stymie, via 
the IRS, conservative  groups’ tax-
exempt applications. Clearly disgust-
ed with Issa’s maniacal prolonging 
of the probe and the blind eye he and 
his so-called expenditure-conscious 
cohorts turned to the millions so 
far spent for documents provided, 
Cummings thought it important to 
note (a) that the investigation had 
turned into a farce and (b) the auto-
cratic manner of Issa’s performing 
the chairman’s duties. An infuriated 
Cummings told Issa he “cannot run 
a committee like this. You cannot 
just have a one-sided investigation.” 
Cummings called Issa’s tactics “un-
American.”

Having run for and won elec-
tive office after becoming a wealthy 
businessman, Issa likely thinks 
the narrative of yesteryear, with 
his episodes running afoul of the 
law, should no longer come to bear 
on what defines him today. The 

congressman should think again. 
In furtherance of which we com-
mend to him this sobering thought 
among many the Mighty Sparrow, 
Calypso King of the World, rendered 
years ago: “You send a pig to col-
lege, it still remains a hog.” Issa may 
have convinced himself otherwise, 
but his many millions can’t change 
the coarse, classless individual he 
evidently is at his core.   

Unfortunately, politics in the 
country has evolved to where char-
acters like Issa sitting in responsible 
positions has become more the rule 
than the exception – a change that 
has been responsible in no small 
measure for an exodus of genu-
inely dedicated public servants. One 
media report anonymously quoted a 
senior Congressional aide, Republi-
can to boot, expressing frustration 
at having to smooth over the crap-
py stuff Issa routinely does. Maybe 
Issa is just an equal opportunity 
hater, but it of course couldn’t be 
lost in last week’s ugliness that his 
detestable tactics were directed at 
a person of color. That this did not 
give Issa pause probably tells us all 
we need know about the congress-
man and sensitivity. A letter that 
Rep. Marcia Fudge of Ohio, chair 
of the Congressional Black Caucus 

fired off to Speaker John Boehner 
demanding Issa’s removal as chair 
of the Oversight Committee pre-
dictably went nowhere in the GOP-
controlled House.

And what else can one say of 
Boehner, who once in a blue moon 
simulates annoyance at the unre-
lenting excesses of his tribe, only to 
swiftly and effortlessly walk again 
in lock step with the wildness? 
Boehner’s wishy-washy handling of 
the speaker’s role seems the per-
fect metaphor for a Congress whose 
approval ratings range somewhere 
between the teens and single digits.

Issa reportedly apologized to 
Rep. Cummings for his behav-
ior, although the genuineness 
of that remains suspect, given 
how stoutly Issa, in the aftermath 
of his actions, defended them. 
So here’s California doing itself 
proud with representation in the 
Senate by two outstanding Demo-
cratic women. From one pocket 
of California there’s also an  Issa, 
a man who, had he been in place 
back then, would likely have set 
about obstructing what would 
eventually enable a Congressman 
Cummings to speak his mind 
last week…with or without Issa’s 
turned off microphone.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Along with everything else, lacking class

With every game you play, a portion of
your sale goes to aid NY State schools.

Everybody wins. 



M
ar

. 1
4-

20
, 2

01
4 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 12

B

Q

By Vinette K. Pryce
Dancehall reggae icon 

Buju Banton reached past 
prison bars to issue a belat-
ed tribute to his former lead 
attorney Chokwe Lumumba 
who died recently at age 
66 amid suspicion he did 
not die of natural cause but 
could have been murdered.

In a statement sent from 
a federal prison in Miami, 
Banton aka Mark Myrie 
described the former mayor 
of Jackson, Mississippi as a 
warrior who volunteered to 
help him reverse conviction 
and imprisoned because of 
his beliefs. 

“To the family and friends 
of the late Chokwe Lumum-
ba: My heart goes out to 
you all. I share in your grief 
immensely.

Having been one of 
the many lives, attorney 
Lumumba has touched, it’s 
with a deep sense of priva-
tion that I mourn the pass-
ing of my friend and anoth-
er great Black freedom 
fighter. Attorney Chokwe 
Lumumba, a warrior just 
like the great leader Patrice 
Lumumba who fought for 
the liberation of the Congo 
in Africa.

Attorney Lumumba 
fought for many who could 
not stand up against a pro-
faned system that is filled 
with injustice -- A well-
disciplined and principled 
man.

We first met while I was 
going through the litigation 
process stemming from the 
1st Circuit Court of Appeal’s 
decision to reinstate a gun 
charge -- A charge that was 
previously dismissed by the 
district court judge.

This tall, dignified black 
man walked into the visit-
ing room at the FCI Miami, 
introduced himself and got 
right down to business. 
Attorney Lumumba had 
already done his homework 
concerning my case and 
clearly saw that something 
was amiss. He never tried to 
sugar-coat his thoughts.

Attorney Lumumba 
believed it was imperative 
and made it very clear that 
I should do the same.

Throughout those pro-
tracted months I spent at 
the Pinellas County Jail in 
Tampa, Florida, Attorney 
Lumumba called at least 
twice weekly to discuss my 
case and ascertain all was 
well with me.

He travelled all the way 
from Mississippi to Florida 
for attorney client visits. 
All these actions of gen-
uine interest in my situ-
ation gave me confidence 
in Attorney Lumumba. We 
developed mutual respect 
for each other.

His appraisal of my 
chances as it regards justice 
were always realistic, hence 
his proactive approach as 
opposed to being reactive.

This brought about a 
favorable outcome, with 
the gun charge being dis-
missed.

At the end of the evi-
dentiary hearings in 2013, 
attorney Lumumba looked 
me in the eyes and said: 
“What did you do to these 
people. This is not justice at 
all. From the gate, you have 
been screwed.”

Attorney Lumumba also 
advised me that having been 
elected Mayor of Jackson, 

Mississippi, he was unable 
to continue his career as a 
defense attorney.

However, he went on to 
recommend a few attorneys 
whom he believed would 
effectively assist me. Attor-
ney Lumumba also reached 
out to my current attorney, 
Professor Charles Ogletree.

In parting, attorney 
Lumumba again said: 
“Mark, it’s going to be an 
uphill struggle. I saw what 
they did to you and, unfor-
tunately, you didn’t see it 
coming. Once they have 
you, it’s hell to break free 
from their chains son. I 
wish you all the best. You 
can call me anytime for 
anything at all. However, I 
can render assistance, trust 
me I will”.

We spoke several times 
after he was no longer my 
official representative, even 
through third parties, even 
as recent as two days before 
his passing. So I was not 
only shocked but also in a 
state of denial.

Attorney Lumumba was 
vigorous and energetic, 
even when he spoke in a 
subtle manner. How could 
this happen without warn-
ing? This is really sad. I just 
have to pay my respects in 
whatever way I can.

Thank you for the time 
you dedicated to my cause. 
It will be with me forever 
and the countless others 
whom you have touched 
with your passion for jus-
tice. I know you are in a 
much better place. If what 
they say is true, then you 
are still fighting for those 
who cannot fight for them-
selves.

Farewell, my friend. You 
shall be greatly missed.

Friends for life and even 
after.

Mark Myrie aka Buju 
Banton

Chokwe Lumumba last 
visited New York in January 
to speak at the inauguration 
of City Councilwoman Inez 
Barron. As always, the fire-
brand speaker delivered a 
poignant message to those 
who braved arctic tempera-
tures in order to hear him. 
A friend to progressives, 

Buju Banton pens letter 
to ‘warrior’ attorney

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduc-
tion or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as 
determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2014–2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly 
payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2012, your payments will 
consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.25% APR. Some restrictions 
apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct 
deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for older models and refinances.
Membership required. 

 Federally insured by NCUA

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at  

MCU makes perfect sense.

Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO  

or visit nymcu.org 

CAREERS FOR THE
21ST CENTURY!
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���� E���	�
 � S������ C������ � ��
��� � C���	����� P��
����

���
����
���	����� (Conveniently Located in Lower Manhattan)
For Disclosure Information, view Program Details @ nyci.edu

NYCI
established 1941

NEW YORK 
CAREER
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Wednesday, 3/12 ��%/�&�034�5/
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Continued on Page 42
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-

 
 

3007 Farragut Rd,  Brooklyn , NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand ave) 
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New York Commu-
nity Hospital is pleased 
to announce that Barry 
Stern has recently be-
come its new President 
and Chief Executive 
Officer. 

Mr. Stern has an 
extensive healthcare 
background working 
as a finance execu-
tive and partner in a 
healthcare consulting 
firm. Prior to joining 
NYCH, Mr. Stern was 
the Chief Financial 
Officer at Long Beach 
Medical Center. He 
previously held the 
title of Executive Vice 
President and Chief 
Financial Officer at 
Maimonides Medical 
Center in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

Mr. Stern is a life-
long resident of Brook-
lyn and is actively 

involved in Brooklyn-
based institutions.  He 
is a Board member 
of OHEL Children’s 
Home and Family 
Services and is dee-
aply committed to the 
health and welfare of 
his community.

New York Com-
munity Hospital is a 
member of The New 
York Presbyterian 
Healthcare System 
and an affiliate of the 
Weill Cornell Medical 
College. NYCH oper-
ates a 134-bed, volun-
tary non-profit acute 
care hospital located 
at 2525 Kings Highway 
in the Midwood / Mad-
ison Park section of 
Brooklyn serving the 
residents of Brooklyn 
since 1929.

The hospital has a 
dedicated team of over 

150 physicians, among 
them Board Certi-
fied physicians in 31 
medical and surgical 
specialties, including 
Internal medicine, 
Cardiology, Gastroen-
terology, Pulmonary,  
Infections Diseases, 
Vascular Surgery, and 
many more.  

The hospital is 
pleased to announce 
the complete renova-
tion and moderniza-
tion of its Intensive 
Care Unit. This State- 
of- the- Art Unit will 
compliment the exist-
ing work of its stellar, 
caring staff with a fa-
cility to support the 
excellent patient care 
delivered to the com-
munity.  

The Hospital offers 
kosher meals as su-
pervised by the Vaad 

Harabanim of Flat-
bush. Pastoral and 
patient representative 
services upon request, 
flexible visiting hours, 
multilingual transla-
tion services and com-
plimentary food and 
beverage services to 
all visitors. 

There is a bikur 
cholim furnished 
apartment adjacent to 
the hospital for those 
that need to stay over 
for Shabbos and Yom 
Tov.

For more infor-
mation about New 
York Community 
Hospital, please call 
Administration at 
718-692-5302. Physi-
cian referrals may be 
obtained by calling 
1- 8 8 8 -N YCH- 4 -MD, 
1-888-692-4463  or  718-
692-5381

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Healthcare Stalwart Barry Stern 
Joining New York Community Hospital

other businesses shop at our 
stores. A higher minimum 
wage is a boost for our local 
tax base as well.

Too many large compa-
nies pay wages so persist-
ently low that many of their 
employees have to turn to 
food banks or food stamps 
and other public assistance 
for the most basic essentials. 
This means companies that 
could pay higher minimum 
wages, but aren’t, are being 
heavily subsidized by tax-
payers.

Moreover, when the mini-
mum wage stays too low, 
the gap between companies 
like mine that are trying to 
do the right thing and the 
larger companies that are 
paying as low as they can, 
gets greater and greater. A 
growing gap makes it harder 
for businesses like mine to 

compete.
There’s no reason for 

businesses to be paying a 
minimum wage of just $7.25 
an hour – $15,080 a year 
for full-time work. After all, 
that’s the same minimum 
wage that businesses paid in 
1950, adjusted for inflation. 
This is 2014, not 1950!

Between 1950 and 
1968, the minimum wage 
increased in real inflation-
adjusted value, giving us 
stronger ground to anchor 
our income ladder to the 
middle class.

But since 1968, the 
minimum wage has been 
allowed to lose about a third 
of its value, leaving even 
full-time workers in poverty 
and the rungs of the middle 
class further out of reach 
for a growing number of 
working families.

We need to raise the 

minimum wage so full-
time workers can get out of 
poverty and we can rebuild 
the consumer demand that 
drives our economy.

As a business owner, I 
support the proposal to 
raise the minimum wage 
to $10.10 by 2016, and then 
adjust it annually to keep 
up with the cost of living. 
Indexing the minimum 
wage to the Consumer 
Price Index will make wages 
much more predictable for 
businesses.

Better wages at the bot-
tom helped my business 
succeed. A better minimum 
wage will help our nation 
succeed.

Gina Schaefer is the 
owner of A Few Cool Hard-
ware Stores, a group of 
nine Ace Hardware stores 
in Washington DC and Mar-
yland.

Minimum wage increase would 
help to eliminate poverty

Continued from page 10 

Visit us at  www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports and more.

Pick up a little something 
for your chest pain.
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 *Based on 60” Oak Starter Set. **Pertains to cabinets advertised in today’s ad. All sales final. Not  responsible for type errors or omissions. Photos for illustration only. § Manufacturers Sugg. Retai l.

 SHOP AT HOME 24 HOURS A DAY:   WeismanHomeOutlets.com

 STORE HOURS:  • MON-WED 8-6 • THURS 8-8 • FRI 8-7 • SAT 9-6 •SUN 10-5 •  SPRINGFIELD:  MON-WED 8-6 • THURS 8-7 • FRI 8-6 • SAT 9-6 SUN 10-5

 QUEENS
 •   MIDDLE VILLAGE
 63-27 Metropolitan Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.497.0212
 •   SPRINGFIELD GARDENS
 218-01 Merrick Blvd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.723.4000

 BROOKLYN
 •   BOROUGH PARK
 1175 McDonald Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.377.8871

 Sale Ends
 March 19, 2014

 *Based on 60” Oak Starter Set. ***Pertains to Ginger Maple cabinets advertised in today’s ad. All sa les final. Not responsible for type errors or omissions. Photos for illustration only. § Manufacture rs Sugg. Retail.

 Elongated

 Tank & Bowl
 • White Bowl 
 • Bone Tank

 White Bathtub
 46 1/2” Size 
 • Steel 
 • Slip Resistant

 BATHROOM BLOWOUT PRICES!

 Sugg. Retail 
 $1.69 Sq. Ft.

 Sq. 
 Ft.

 Ceramic Tiles
 12”  x  12”

 79 ¢ 79 ¢

 Round  Radcliffe 
 Pedestal Sink
 • Bone

 EVERY KITCHEN ON SALE! EVERY KITCHEN ON SALE! EVERY KITCHEN ON SALE!
 GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!

 FREE IN-HOME MEASURING! FREE IN-HOME MEASURING! FREE IN-HOME MEASURING!
 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY! NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY! NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!

 **WELLINGTON  IVORY GLAZE

  OUR  ASSEMBLED  CABINETS OUR  ASSEMBLED  CABINETS

  Fully  Fully  Fully 
  Assembled  Assembled  Assembled 

 WHITE or OAK FINISH

 FREE  Cultured 
 Marble Top

 ALL WOOD
 BATHROOM VANITIES

 Faucet Not 
 Included

 Starting At

 Murray Round 
 Drop In Sink

 Sugg. Retail 
 $8.99 Sq. Ft.

 Wall Glass Tiles
 Starting At

 Signature Wall 
 Hung Sink

 $ 49  SQ.
 FT.

 GRANITE
 COUNTERTOP

 TEMPLATED & INSTALLED
 Now Available In 10  Popular  Colors!

 1 1 � 4 ”  Sale Price

 19 99 19 99
 Sugg. Retail $99.99

 39 99 39 99
 Sugg. Retail $169.99

 29 99 29 99
 Sugg. Retail $139.99

 9 99 9 99
 Sugg. Retail 

 $99.99 Sugg. Retail $299.99
 49 99 49 99 69 99 69 99

 Sq. Ft. 2 99 2 99
 Sugg. Retail 
 $1.99 Sq. Ft.

 Porcelian 
 Floor Tiles 99 ¢ 99 ¢  Sq. 

 Ft.

 6”x 6”

 Ceramic Wall Tiles
 • White
 • Bone
 • Biscuit 7 ¢ 7 ¢  15 ¢ 15 ¢

 Ea.

 4”  x  4”  6”  x  6”

 4”x 4”

 Ea.

 12”x 12”

 **

 SPRING SAVINGS  Ready To Be Installed 
 Before The Holidays!

 •Arcadia Beige  •Fog • Brown 199
 American Made
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lot of enhanced security features – tamper-
proof, with a chip embedded in the page, 
storing data. And in these ways and others, 
“we are keeping ahead of the criminal ele-
ments who want to abuse our passports.”

He said the issuance of the e-passport is 
in keeping with the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization’s (ICAO) security resolu-
tion 1624 of 2005, which, he said, sought to 
enhance the security of the country’s travel 
documents.

Gonsalves said St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines switched to machine-readable pass-
ports in 2005 and there have been no 
reports of tampering with the document.

The passport will be valid for 10 years 
for people older than 18 years, and will cost 
EC$150.

Trinidad  
The Trinidad and Tobago National Gas 

Company (NGC) has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the Chinese 
company, ENN Group, for the provision of 
advice to help ensure the successful imple-
mentation of NGC’s five-year, TT$500 mil-
lion, compressed natural gas (CNG) conver-
sion plan.

The MoU was signed by 
NGC chairman Roopchan 
Chadeesingh and ENN 
Group President Cheung 
Yipsang at a ceremony at 
the Grand Hyatt Beijing, China recently.

ENN Group, one of China’s largest pri-
vate companies, was established in Hebei 
Province, China in 1989 and is now often 
referred to as a clean-energy export

Cheung said ENN, which has more than 
15 years of experience operating CNG and 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) fuelling stations 
in China, who was honored “to have this 
opportunity to co-operate with NGC.”

Jamaica
Jamaica’s opposition Senator Robert 

“Bobby” Montague has called on Foreign 
Affairs Minister Senator AJ Nicholson to 
press the Barbadian government to pay 
Jamaican Shanique Myrie the nearly $4 
million in damages she was awarded by the 
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) last year.

“Let us insist that Miss Shanique Myrie 
be paid the funds the court has ordered,” he 
told the Senate during his contribution to 
the 2014 State of the Nation Debate.

Myrie, in 2011 on a visit 
to Barbados, was detained 
at the Grantley Adams 
International Airport and 
subsequently deported 
after being subjected to an illegal body cav-
ity search and what she said was demeaning 
treatment.

She filed a suit against the Barbadian gov-
ernment but is yet to receive the US$38,620 
in pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages 
that the CCJ awarded her in October 2013.

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Bronx Charter School Fair 
Saturday, March 15
10:00am - 3:00pm 

Meet school staff and enjoy  
entertainment from WBLS and La MEGA

HOSTED BY: Family Life Academy Charter School 
14 W 170th Street, Bronx, NY 10452  
(Take the 4, B or D trains to 170th St.)

Find charter schools in your community and apply by April 1 at  
CharterNYC.org

Join us for the
BRONX CHARTER  

SCHOOL FAIR
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   $400
UTILITY REBATES

ON SELECT UNITS

UP 
TOFREE

IN-HOME SURVEYS
FOR A DUCTLESS SPLIT AIR CONDITIONER INQUIRY  

CALL: 718-252-3400 OR E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM

PRE-SEASON SPECIAL
DUCTLESS SPLIT AIR CONDITIONERS Quiet, Energy Efficient, Environmentally Friendly

104 YEARS OF HONESTY • INTEGRITY • RELIABILITY

SINGLE & MULTI-ZONE SOLUTIONS AVAILABLE 
• Quality Brands • Quick Installation Times with Factory Certified Installation 

• Up To 12 Months Interest-Free Financing with Low Monthly Payments

Brooklyn needs SUNY Downstate
Medical Center and University Hospital.

Each year, hundreds of thousands
of patients depend on the

life-saving services offered here.

From kidney dialysis treatments to
neonatal care and special units for

children with congenital heart defects,
Downstate delivers vital health care
to patients from its Central Brooklyn

community and across the state.

Tell the Legislature to restore
and increase state funding for

this place of healing and learning.

A BEACON OF HOPE
Downstate’s medical school is a

pipeline for future doctors and medical
professionals to hospitals in Brooklyn
and New York City. One of every three

Brooklyn doctors is a Downstate
graduate. For many students who

dream of a medical profession, SUNY
Downstate is their only affordable option.

Call 1-888-789-9085
Tell state lawmakers to keep Downstate

fully operational and public.
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

By Nelson A. King 
Frank J. Barone Funeral 

Home, in the East Flatbush 
section of Brooklyn, has 
been an important fixture in 
the Caribbean community 
for more than 50 years. 

“We were the first funeral 
home to service the Car-
ibbean community,” said 
manager Chris Doria, at 
the funeral home’s location, 
4502 Ave. D, in a Caribbean 
Life interview. 

“Through the years, we 
have helped many church-
es and organizations with 
donations,” he added. “We 
also support our neighbor-
hood with summer events, 
block parties, Christmas 
fairs, health fairs, back-to-
school events, shows and 
youth organizations.  

“A lot of our clients know 
us on a first name basis,” 
Doria continued. “Remem-
ber, 50 years is a long time, 
and we plan to be here for 
50 more.” 

He said the funeral home 
provides a “large variety of 
services” to families of the 
deceased, including burial, 
cremation and “shipping of 
loved ones back home, if 
desired.

“Our professional and 
compassionate staff is quali-
fied to help our families 
through one of the most 
personal and challenging 
stages of life,” he said. 

In addition, Doria said his 
funeral home offers “afford-
able pricing for all, and can 
offer any family a dignified 

service on any budget, as 
well as domestic and inter-
national shipping for your 
loved ones, and help with fil-

ing of insurance benefits.
“For a peace of mind, we 

also offer pre-need arrange-
ments to ensure that your 

final wishes are carried out,” 
he said. 

At Frank J. Barone Funer-
al Home, Doria said fami-

lies have three chapels to 
choose from, with seating 
for 70-250 people.  

He said the funeral home 
is the only one in Brook-
lyn that offers a “completely 
private chapel and facility 
that can accommodate 250 
people.”

Doria said all chapels are 
equipped with DVD players 
and flat screen TV monitors 
for memorial viewing.  

He said the showroom 
has more than 35 caskets, as 
well as urns, on display, and 
a “full line of clothing for 
both men and woman” and 
“an assortment of flowers.”

“We have become a strong 
part of the community and 
have a familiarity with our 
families and neighbors,” he 
said. 

As part of the Avenue D 
Merchants Association and 
the 67th Police Precinct 
Community Affairs Com-
mittee, Doria said the funer-
al home is “involved in the 
community” beyond com-
pare. 

“Someone should choose 
us because of our history,” 
he said. “We’ve been here 
for 50 years, so we got to be 
doing something right. 

“Our experience and 
history in the community 
should put us above the 
rest,” he added. “We’re well 
known and well trusted in 
the community.”

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Signage at Frank J. Barone Funeral Home in the East Flatbush. Inset: The 250-seat Chapel at Frank J. Barone 
Funeral Home. Photos by Nelson A. King

50 years of service in the Caribbean community
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ChartersWork.org

194 CHILDREN.  
194 DREAMS.

Don’t let Mayor de Blasio close  

Success Academy Harlem Central.

Sign our petition. 

Save our school.

#SaveThe194

Paid for by Families for Excellent Schools
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Our martial arts program is 
much more than kicking and 
punching. We emphasize living 
right, both for you and your 
kids. Find out today why our 
program is the most innovative 
martial arts program in the 
area for mentoring Boys and 
Girls in Humility, Self-Control, 
Integrity and Courtesy.

ONE-WEEK 
TRIAL

$1999
FREE UNIFORM

Exp. 3/28/2014

For more info, call 516-837-0111

Shihan Serge Clark
A 6th degree black belt 
with over 30 years of 
martial arts experience. 
Shihan Clark is a 
professor of Karate at 
Adelphi University.

Engage your family in Martial Arts 
and build fi t and energetic kids!

(StatePoint) March is National 
Kidney Month, a great time to 
focus on kidney health and treat-
ment. If you don’t know much 
about the topic, get informed -- 
kidney disease is common and 
can be deadly.

In fact, kidney disease is the 
ninth leading cause of death in 
America, according to the Nation-
al Kidney Foundation, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that one in 
three Americans are at risk for 
kidney disease.

Risk factors include high blood 
pressure, diabetes and a family 
history of a kidney disease.

STAYING HEALTHY
Certain lifestyle changes can 

help promote healthy kidney 
function. Your doctor may pre-
scribe a well-balanced diet low 
in cholesterol, sodium, processed 
foods and sugar. Get plenty of 
physical activity. Stay hydrated. 
Avoid unhealthy habits such as 

smoking.
Talk to your doctor about your 

risk and preventive steps you can 
take.

HOW TREATMENT 
WORKS

In a healthy body, kidneys 
clean the blood by removing 
excess fluid, minerals and wastes. 
However, for patients with kid-
ney failure, kidneys don’t function 
properly and they need a medical 
treatment called dialysis to clean 
their blood.

More than 430,000 people in 
the U.S. undergo dialysis at home 
or in clinics yearly, according to 
the United States Renal Data Sys-
tem.

There are two types of dialysis: 
peritoneal dialysis and hemodi-
alysis.  Peritoneal dialysis uses a 
cleansing fluid that is instilled into 

the patient’s peritoneal cavity, the 
fluid-filled gap between the walls 
of the abdomen and organs, and 
then drained after a prescribed 
period of time.  The patient’s own 
peritoneal membrane acts as a 
natural filter for removing excess 
fluids and wastes.

Hemodialysis requires the 
patient to have a permanent 
access site to his or her cardiovas-
cular system and uses a machine 
to remove blood from the patient, 
pump it through an artificial 
kidney that removes toxins and 
excess fluids, and then return the 
blood to the body.

HOME HEMODIALYSIS
For those undergoing hemo-

dialysis, there is good news. At 
home care can benefit patients 
looking for more control of their 
care.

Traditionally, patients on hemo-
dialysis receive treatments at a 
dialysis clinic three days per week, 
lasting between three and five 

hours per visit. And patients must 
comply with the clinic schedule, 
requiring them to manage their 
treatments around the clinic’s 
availability.

For some, home hemodialysis 
(HHD) may be a better alterna-
tive. With HHD, patients and care 
partners perform dialysis at home 
after successfully completing 
HHD training with a nurse.

Although home hemodialysis 
is not a new treatment option, 
many patients and physicians are 
unaware of its benefits.

“Improvements in technology 

have allowed more patients to 
bring dialysis treatment home, 
which means more flexibility to 
maintain their normal routines,” 
says Mark Costanzo, President of 
the Renal Therapies Group at Fre-
senius Medical Care, a manufac-
turer of renal care products.

To learn more about one of the 
fastest growing treatment options 
for kidney failure in the U.S., visit 
www.fmcna.com.

This National Kidney Month, 
learn the facts about your kidney 
health and available treatment 
options.

HEALTH

Kidney disease patients can take control of their own healthcare 
through home hemodialysis. Photo by Steve Adams

What everyone needs to 
know about kidney disease

HAVE YOU BEEN TESTED FOR 
HEPATITIS B & C?

all services are confidential

all are welcome regardless of race, country of origin, 
gender, sexual orientation or religious affiliation

serving all five boroughs of nyc

We are open Monday - Thursday, 9 to 4:30 pm - NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

We speak French, Spanish and African Languages

t. 212-222-3882 � 429 West 127th Street, Harlem � www.africanservices.org

African Services Committee provides FREE Hepatitis B & C testing and other 
health services to clients including screenings and connections to care for: 
Hepatitis B & C, Diabetes, Hypertension, Tuberculosis, Pregnancy & HIV.
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We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

SAVE THIS ADSAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

Sale valid March 1st to March 31st, 2014

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

FREE
in Home

Estimates

GOT LEAKS? • WATER DAMAGE? • DRAFTS?
Free Energy Audit and Leak Detection Available

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

TL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$69900$81500
REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

NO
SALES
TAX!

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$39900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$58900$63900

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$18900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT
SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500
Entire House as low as

Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

COUPON

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP MOULDING 
AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131
BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550
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By Natalie Y. Henry
As part of Jet Blue’s inau-

gural flight on Feb. 24, 2014 
to Port of Spain, members 
of the press received a com-
plimentary flight to Piarco 
Airport for a press confer-
ence and to experience the 
sea, sun and sand of the 
twin-island, compliments of 
the Trinidad Tourism Devel-
opment Company (TDC) 
and the Tobago House of 
Assembly Division of Tour-
ism (THA).

There is more to Trinidad 
and Tobago than its feath-
er-filled “Greatest show on 
earth,” Carnival and its 
Grammy equivalent, Soca 
Monarch soca clash. The 
country is also rich in cul-
ture and history with has 

scenic views at every turn. 
Maracas Beach, located 

on the north side of the 
island and an hour’s moun-
tainous drive from Port of 
Spain is one of Trinidad’s 
many beautiful beaches. 
The flora and fauna of the 
Andes Mountain trim the 
winding North Coast road 
on one side with an ocean 
view on the other.

The road was built by the 
U.S. so locals could get to 
the beach when they could 
no longer go through its 
submarine base on the West 
peninsula of Chaguaramas. 
The North Coast road con-
tinues to Fort Read, which 
was a U.S reservation dur-
ing WWII. Continuing up 
the winding road, there is 

Turtle point, which to the 
naked eye looks like  tur-
tle poking out it head, but 
is really an island separate 
from Trinidad. However, the 

Maracas lookout is the most 
picturesque, with  “Trini 
treats” such as mango chow, 
sour cherry and tamarind 
balls, along with handcraft-

ed jewelry are available for 
purchase. 

The popular relaxation 
spot is also known for a 
local favorite “bake and 

shark” with the choice of 
toppings and sauces rang-
ing from pepper sauce to 
sweet tamarind sauce.

The Scarlett Ibis at the Caroni Bird Sanctuary/Wetlands. Photo by Bryan Naidu

Discovering 
Trinidad and 

Tobago

Continued on Page 26
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By Christopher Pala
NASSAU, The Bahamas, 

Feb. 28, 2014 (IPS) - The 
lionfish, with its striking 
russet and white stripes 
and huge venomous outrig-
ger fins, wasn’t hard to spot 
under a coral reef in 15 feet 
of clear water. Nor was it a 
challenge to spear it.

As I approached and 
brought the point of my 
Hawaiian sling to within a 
foot of it, it simply looked 
back, utterly fearless until 
I pierced it and brought it 
back to the surface.

Within a half-hour, we 
had caught four of these 
gorgeous one-pound fish, 
and the fillets made excel-
lent eating that night.

But the arrival of a tasty, 
abundant and easy-to-
shoot fish on the Carib-
bean’s much-depleted coral 
reefs is anything but good 
news. A recent scientific 
paper brought new detail to 
previous studies, showing 
that a year after colonising 
a reef, lionfish reduced the 
number of native fish by 
about half.

“They’ll eat just about 
anything they can swallow 
and almost nothing eats 
them,” said principal author 
Stephanie Green of Oregon 
State University. That’s why 
they’re so easy to catch, she 
explained.

However tasty they may 
be, only a miniscule frac-
tion of the invaders has 
been removed, while their 
numbers continue to grow 
exponentially, reaching 
densities never seen in the 
Pacific, their native habi-

tat.
This suggests the lion-

fish, believed to have been 
introduced to the Atlantic 
coast by aquarium lovers in 
the 1980s, will likely wipe 
out most Caribbean reef 
fish in a decade or two, sci-
entists agree. As a result, 
many corals that depend on 
herbivore fish will die and 
eventually turn to rubble, 
making shorelines more 
vulnerable to waves just as 
global warming is lifting 
sea levels.

As he steered his boat 
back to shore, my host, a 
Bahamian lawyer of Greek 
descent named Pericles 
Maillis, balefully contem-
plated our catch and said, 
“They’re everywhere now. 
It’s a doomsday scenario.”

Maillis, a lifelong fisher-
man, conservationist and 
a former president of the 
Bahamas National Trust, 
has been trying to promote 
a commercial fishery in The 
Bahamas, but the fish, first 
spotted here in 2004, has 
become nearly ubiquitous 
since 2010. And shooting it 
while scuba diving is still 
banned.

His pessimism is not 
unwarranted. Scientists 
from the southern Carib-
bean are reporting seeing 
densities of lionfish that 
until a couple of years ago 
were only documented in 
The Bahamas, the fish’s 
jumping off point from 
Florida into the Caribbean.

In the Atlantic, their 
range now covers 3.3 mil-
lion square kilometres. 
They can reach densities 

hundreds of times higher 
than in their native range, 
for reasons that remain 
a mystery. “Something is 
controlling their abun-
dance,” says Mark Hixon 
of the University of Hawaii. 
“We’re guessing a small 
predator that’s absent in 
the Atlantic is targeting 
baby lions, but we have no 
idea what it is.”

In addition to adult lit-
tle reef fish, the lionfish 
swallow virtually all species 
of bigger fish when they 
appear on the reef as bite-
sized juveniles.

Isabelle Côté of Simon 
Fraser University said 
that today, when she sur-
veys reefs in the Bahamas, 
where she does most of 
her research, “you can see 
there are a lot fewer little 
fish than there used to be 
just four years ago.”

No so for the larger 
predators like snappers and 
groupers that are the main-
stay of the local fishermen’s 
reef catch. A stroll along 
Nassau’s fishing docks con-
firms what scientists have 
observed: despite the explo-
sion in the number of lion-
fish, the decades-old slow 
decline in the numbers 
of large predators has not 
accelerated – yet.

Because they take years 
to mature, it will take a 
while for the generation 
of juveniles that’s being 
gobbled up now to fail to 
replace the current adults, 
who are too large to be 
lionfish prey.

At Nassau’s waterside 

Lethal predator in 
Caribbean waters

Continued on Page 30
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KITCHEN CABINETS, FLOORING,
BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE KITCHEN LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN WITH PURCHASE

oak, any size

$159.99

primed
starting at 

$39.99
pine, starting at

 $69.99
pine, starting at 

$89.99$499.99 $499.99 $499.99 $499.99
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

Caroni bird sanctuary and 
wetland is Trinidad’s largest 
mangrove wetland and is 
formed when Caroni River 
meets the Gulf of Paria. It is 
also the home of the Scar-
let Ibis, the national bird 
of Trinidad. The bright red 
bird gets its hue from their 
high beta-carotene diet of 
shrimp, worms and crabs. 
When the Scarlet Ibis comes 
home to roost they are like 
red bows on a Christmas 
tree, adding a splash of red 
wherever they perch. 

The swamp is south of 
the capital, Port of Spain 
and has over 200 avian spe-
cies. Although the Scarlett 
Ibis is the main attraction, 
there are other wildlife 
including fiddler crab, oys-
ters, four-eyed fish, tree boa, 
mudskippers and spectacle 
Caiman.

Before you reach Gasparee 
islands’ main attraction, 
Gasparee caves, there is 
Pointe Baleine, formerly a 
whaling industry for the 

production whale oil used 
for street and house lamps. 

Gasparee Island  lies 
between Trinidad and Vene-
zuela and its caves were cre-
ated by wave action, acidic 
rain, and ground waters that 
dissolved the limestone. The 
entire cave system is 80 feet 
deep. From the cave’s visi-
tor center balcony there is 
a beautiful view of the Gulf 
of Paria, which is the inland 
sea between Trinidad and 
the east coast of Venezuela. 
When descending into the 
caves, the air becomes cool. 

The occasional chirping 
of bats and dripping water 
fills it. At the cave floor 
there’s a clear, bottomless 
pool of water.  The sight of 
the stalagmites, stalactites, 
and rock formations are 
breath-taking. They were 
given names like The Lov-
ers, Buddha and the Head 
of T-Rex, because of their 
shapes.

There is much to explore, 
and something for everyone 
to do. The other sites visited 
were the botanical garden 
in Trinidad, north of Queens 
Park Savannah. Established 
in 1818, and one of the old-
est Botanical Gardens in 
the world.  There were also 
visits to The Hyatt Regency 
hotel in Port of Spain for 
the 4th annual LIME cel-
ebration; and sailing and 
snorkeling at Tobago’s Cot-
ton Bay via Island Girl cata-
maran, which was amazing. 
There was also an energetic 
performance of Rapso, a 
form of conscious music, by 
3Canal at Queens Hall.  

Continued from Page 22

Scenic views at every turn

Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
gift back 

Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
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bigger picture
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greatness

Family
QUEENS May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
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Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com
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Family
BROOKLYN May 2013

FREE
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Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
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Art & soul
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There is much 
to explore, and 
something for 

everyone to do. 
The other sites 
visited were the 
botanical garden 
in Trinidad, north 
of Queens Park 

Savannah. 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news. 
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By Duane Coombs
Jamaican-born Dr. Goul-

da Downer an assistant 
professor at Howard Uni-
versity’s College of Medi-
cine in Washington, DC. 
is set to receive the 2014 
Community Commitment 
Award as a distinguished 
alumnus of Pratt Institute 
in Brooklyn, N.Y.

The university will  
bestow the award on Dr. 
Downer, who will be hon-
ored along with several 
other prominent alumni 
who have excelled in their 
fields, during Pratt’s March 
20, 2014, Alumni Achieve-
ment Award ceremony. She 
will accept her award for 
her leadership in public 
health and nutrition. 

It has been quite a dizzy-
ing past 12 months for Dr. 
Downer, a 1977 graduate 
of Excelsior High School 
in Kingston, Jamaica. This 
latest recognition adds to 
a burgeoning list of recent 

prestigious awards for her. 
During the past year, she 

was recognized by the Con-
gressional Black Caucus of 
the United States with its 
Health Brain Trust Lead-
ership in Advocacy Award 
for 2013. She received this 

award for her role as health 
care advocate and educator 
and for her work in public 
health.                           

Prior to that, Dr. Downer 
received the 2013 Health 
Care Leadership Award 
from the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Chapter of 

the National Association of 
Health Services Executives 
for her leadership in the 
design and establishment 
of two highly successful 
National HIV/AIDS Educa-
tion and Training Center 
programs which she direct-
ed with a consortium of 
national partners. 

For more than two dec-
ades, Dr. Downer has been 
playing a pivotal role in 
the United States in educat-
ing and training more than 
46,000 clinicians and care 
providers to deliver cultur-
ally competent, quality HIV 
care. 

“I will accept this award 
on behalf of those who are 
motivated above all by the 
desire to make a difference 
and to improve the lives 
of our communities,” she 
stated.

Her work has been cred-
ited with helping to bolster 
the Human Immunodefi-
ciency Virus (HIV) clinical 

workforce across the USA. 
Dr. Downer’s public health 

education and awareness 
initiative has also contrib-

uted to slowing the rate 
of HIV/AIDS transmission 
within the United States.

After leaving Excelsior, 
Dr. Downer attended CAST 
(now the University of Tech-
nology) in Kingston, Jamai-
ca and later studied at Pratt 
Institute in Brooklyn, NY, 
from which she graduated 
with a Bachelors degree in 
Human Nutrition. 

She went on to earn mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees 
from Howard University, 
focusing on clinical, public 
health, international and 
sports nutrition. Dr. Down-
er later won a postdoctor-
al fellowship in pediatric 
nutrition at Georgetown 
University and was also 
trained by the Johns Hop-
kins University in nutri-
tional epidemiology.

Away from her profes-
sional work, Dr. Downer 
has been an avid support-
er of charitable causes. 
She just recently returned 
from Jamaica where she 
and the Downer clan con-
tinued their three-decade 
long annual day tradi-
tion of helping to feed and 
clothe some of the destitute 
and homeless who dot the 
streets of Kingston.

Jamaican Alum to be 
honored by Pratt Institute

Dr. Goulda Downer. Photo by Rouse Photography Group

I will accept this 
award on behalf 
of those who are 
motivated above 

all by the desire to 
make a difference 

and to improve 
the lives of our 
communities.”
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fish market, where a “Me? 
Worry?” mood prevailed, 
fisherman Carson Col-
mar, 45, said he’s not seen 
any significant drop in his 
catch of reef fish and lob-
sters. He started spearing 
lionfish simply because 
they’re so easy and abun-
dant. “I sell 50 a week,” 
he said. “I’d catch more if 
I could sell them.” The fil-
lets sell for eight dollars a 
pound, compared to $12.00 
for grouper or snapper.

One problem is that han-
dling lionfish requires spe-
cial care: some of their fins 
are tipped with venom that 
make even the slightest 
puncture extremely pain-
ful, though not fatal. So 
local people, already taken 
aback by their unusual 
appearance, often believe 
that the flesh may be poi-
sonous too, which it is not. 
That, fishermen complain, 
limits demand.

In the United States, the 
notion that this lethal pred-
ator could be controlled by 
becoming dinner for the 
ultimate predator, homo 

sapiens, has received wide 
coverage. Lad Akins, the 
founder of REEF, the Reef 
Environmental Education 
Foundation, who has been 
working on lionfish control 
for nearly a decade, noted 
that the commercial take 

of lionfish in Florida, where 
REEF is based, quintupled 
in just a year to 6.1 tonnes 
in 2012.

“It’s growing fast, but we 
don’t know yet if it’s putting 
a dent in the lionfish popu-
lation,” says Akins, who is 
based in Key Largo. Sci-
entists said the strategy of 
“eat them to beat them” has 
failed to have any overall 
effect and is unlikely to do 
so because spearing lionfish 
is too time-consuming to be 
profitable.

So far the only docu-
mented successes have 
come from recreational div-

ing companies, which are 
literally defending their 
turf. Seeing how the colour-
ful reef fish that underpin 
the businesses could soon 
be gone, they have started 
methodically exterminating 
the invaders from their reg-
ular dive sites.

In Bonaire, a diving 
mecca the Dutch West 
Indies, the first lionfish 
was caught in 2009, and 
within two years they were 
proliferating, according to 
Fadilah Ali of the Univer-
sity of Southampton. But 
some 300 volunteers were 
given special spears, more 
than 10,000 lionfish were 
killed and soon their den-
sity dropped in the areas 
favoured by divers. “Today, 
on a typical dive, you’ll see 
very few or no lionfish,” she 
said.

Green of Oregon State 
said some reefs might sur-
vive if the recreational 
divers go beyond the reefs 
favoured by their clients, 
which tend to have many 
different species but few 
juveniles. To protect the 
young fish, they would 
have to eliminate lionfish 
from shallow areas around 
mangroves, which serve 
as nurseries, she said.

Continued from Page 24

Predatory lionfish

“It’s growing fast, 
but we don’t know 
yet if it’s putting a 
dent in the lionfish 

population.”

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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By Tangerine Clarke
Michelle Cole, one of the 

most sought-after fashion 
designers in the Guyanese 
American community, cer-
tainly earned the honor of 
“Fashion Designer of the 
Year” award which was 
bestowed on her at the 
Young Gifted and Black 
(YGB) Entrepreneurial 
Awards event in celebration 
of Black History Month.

Cole was adamant that 
“an artist of any sort puts 
their heart and soul into 
their work, and receiv-
ing an award is a way of 
the world validating what 
comes natural to you. That 
is the best encouragement 
one can get besides client 
satisfaction.”

“As a designer, I create 
clothing for the person 
who wants to be confident 
when they step into the 
person who is sophisticated 

and playful, and who is not 
afraid to shine,” she said.

The designer’s Cole Facts 
label which took the fashion 
industry by storm 14 years 
ago has certainly qualified 
Cole for the YBG program. 
This program which rec-
ognizes the stellar work of 
individuals such as Cole 
whose flair for excellence 
continues to shine.

Presented with a sewing 
machine at the tender age 
of 11 was the ultimate step-
ping-stone for the Brook-
lyn-based designer who 
overshadowed her competi-
tors to become a first-class 
designer to beauty queens 
and high-society clients. 
She compares designing to 
the air that she breathes, 
saying she cannot live with-
out it.

Cole was awarded top 
prizes for her lavish gowns 
and for dazzling judges 

with her colorful Mashram-
ani costumes, which were a 
part of the Large Mas Band 
Competition on the streets 
of Georgetown. With such 
talent, Cole, who has a pas-
sion for creating stunning 
outfits from natural and 
hand-printed and decorat-
ed fabric, was described by 
YGB as one of the unsung 
heroes of the African-Amer-
ican and Caribbean profes-
sional communities.

The mother of three up-
and-coming fashion design-
ers, Cole has showcased her 
phenomenal collections 
on runways in the Carib-
bean, the United Kingdom 
and North America, while 
expanding her knowledge 
of the industry at demon-
strations and workshops. 
Her work has been featured 
in Sister-Sister, Shaubau 
and SHE magazines, Carib-
bean Life and many other 

Fashion designer Michelle Cole. Photo courtesy of Michelle Cole

Michelle Cole wins 
top ‘Designer Award’

media. 
With numerous acco-

lades already under her 
belt, Cole is ready to take 
on the challenge of bring-

ing home the Miss World 
title, as the current direc-
tor of the Miss Word Guy-
ana 2014 pageant, where 
her focus will be alongside 

top designers, Roger Gary 
and Natasha Martindale -- 
the new franchise holder. 
The pageant will be held on 
May 26 in Guyana.



Page 33 • Caribbean Life • M
ar. 14-20, 2014

B

Q

BROOKLYN: 2632 E 14th St., NY 11235
QUEENS: 107-15 Jamaica Ave., NY 11418

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

PROSTATE CENTER

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537



M
ar

. 1
4-

20
, 2

01
4 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 3
4

B

Q

You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

*Most recent year reviewed.

121 877.TBHC.DOC
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Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND      AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!
DON’T GIVE UP YOUR TAX REFUND!
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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nology, highlighted the link 
between the anniversary of 
political freedom and the 
latest celebration of techno-
logical independence.

“With the establishment 
of this critical component 
of Internet infrastructure 
within our own shores, 
Saint Lucia has taken a 
significant step away from 
dependence on foreign-
based service providers,” 
Fletcher said.

To establish the IXP, 
his ministry worked with 
resources from PCH, which 
has built or supported 
more than one-third of the 
world¹s 300-plus exchange 
points.

“The establishment of the 
Saint Lucia IXP is a triumph 
not of technology, but of the 
spirit of collaboration and 
cooperation between stake-
holders in a highly competi-
tive and restricted market,” 
said Christopher Roberts, 
local CARCIP coordinator. 

It speaks to what can be 
accomplished when individ-
uals and corporations--and 
even competitors--agree to 

enter into a venture based 
on the recognition of com-
mon interests. What makes 
such an agreement possible 
is the realisation that such 
a venture benefits everyone 
involved.²

With SLiX, for the first 

time in Saint Lucia’s his-
tory, local Internet Serv-
ice Providers (ISPs) have 
agreed to exchange local-
ly-destined Internet traffic 
between their respective 
networks without cost.  

Bevil Wooding, Carib-
bean Outreach manager for 
PCH, described it as “an 
important milestone for the 
country’s growing Internet 
economy², as it is expected 
to improve the speed, reli-
ability, security and resil-
ience of the local Internet.”

“This new local IXP 
ensures that locally gener-
ated Internet traffic destined 
for customers on-island will 
now remain in-country, 

rather than having to go 
through lengthy, expensive, 
and sometimes insecure 
international routes,” said 
Wooding, who played and 
instrumental role in the 
process. 

“The IXP is also expected 

to stimulate locally driven, 
Internet-based enterprise 
and innovation,” said Junior 
Mc Intyre, CTU’s CARCIP 
Coordinator.  

“Just as the declaration 
of Independence 35 years 
ago came with the respon-
sibility to build a nation, so 
too, the establishment of 
SLiX now comes with the 
responsibility to build the 
domestic Internet econo-
my,” said Mc Intyre, adding 
that SLiX creates a path-
way for the emergence of a 
local crop of innovators and 
entrepreneurs to launch 
applications and services 
that target local Internet 
users.

Continued from Page 6

Broadband

“With the establishment of this critical 
component of Internet infrastructure 

within our own shores, Saint Lucia has 
taken a significant step away from 

dependence on foreign-based service 
providers.”

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 

UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 

HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 

BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 

AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 

Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 

Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 

Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 

Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 

No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.
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Have You Been In An Accident?
You May Be Entitled To Money Damages!

Ross & Hill, Esqs.

We have recovered millions of dollars for our clients.*

JAMES ROSS
35 years experience

WILLIAM C. THOMPSON
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel To the Firm
Former NYS Senator

Former Regional Director NAACP

ARTHUR HILL
35 years experience

*Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome - expenses payable at conclusion of case

718-855-2324 16 Court Street, 35th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11241

FREE 

Please visit our website at www.rossandhill.com
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and 
annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the 
use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next 
dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority is to eliminate 
your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly believe that it is 
most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology performed at one clinic. We will 
design your case, perform the surgery, insert your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole 
process smooth, painless and affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to 
eliminate unnecessary extractions.  We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED PROVIDER given to us 
by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 

Immigration reform is 
on the way. How prepared 
are you? One of the key to 
success is preparation. A 
man who fails to plan is 
planning to fail. According 
to Collin Powell; “There are 

no secrets to success. It is 
the result of preparation, 
hard work, and learning 
from failure”. If and when 
amnesty does come for 
undocumented immigrants, 
it won’t be thrown at your 

doorstep. Like any good 
thing, it will come with its 
own price. There are certain 
critical steps you must take 
now to maximally benefit 
from the anticipated reform.

1. Gather your entire 

immigration documents:

You will need to get 
documents that will 
establish your true identity. 
This will include your 
current or expired passport, 
state identity card, driver’s 
license, 1-94 card, attestation 
of birth, baptismal card, 
birth certificate etc. The 
USCIS is very interested in 
knowing your true identity, 
therefore it is very important 
to have genuine document 
that establish your true 
identity. Depending on the 
specific fact of each case, 
other important records 
are school records, hospital 
records, work records, 
family records, etc. The 
process of gathering record 
is time consuming and 
could be a daunting task 
especially when it comes 

to immigration issue. Be 
smart, Start digging out 
those documents now!

2. Take care of any 

criminal issues: 

If you have any crimi-
nal history, chances are 
that you will have diffi-
culty getting any immi-
gration benefit. My rec-
ommendation is that you 
should get the criminal 
disposition and speak to 
a competent attorney as 
this may be a barrier. If 
you have a clean criminal 
history, stay away from 
trouble with the law. Also, 
if there are outstanding 
fines or criminal penalties 
pay them and get a clean 
record as soon as possible. 
Some criminal records can 
be sealed. Speak to a crimi-
nal attorney. 

3. Pay your taxes:
As a good citizen, it is 

important that your pay 
your taxes regardless of 
the fact that you are an 
undocumented immigrant. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

FIVE WAYS TO BENEFIT FROM IMMIGRATION REFORM

Gertrude Onuoha

Where discretion is to be 
exercised, an immigration 
officer will lookmore 
favorably to one who has 
been paying taxes than 
someone who does not pay. 

4. Save some money:

You have heard the saying 
that there is no free lunch in 
America. Be smart! Amnesty 
has never been given for free. 
You will be required to pay 
a penalty. Some other fees 
that may be associated with 
this process are government 
fees, attorney fees, long 
distance call to request for 
documents abroad, cost of 
dispatching documents from 
abroad etc. This could be 
substantial if more than one 
person is involved. I would 
recommend that you start 
saving now!

5. Get a good immi-

gration lawyer and avoid 

scammers: 

It is important that you 
get a good immigration 
lawyer ahead of time 
especially if there are 
potential problematic issues. 
There are scammers who are 

interested in getting your 
money. Avoid them!

The content of this 

write up is intended for 

general information 

purposes only, and is 

not legal advice. Those 

seeking specific legal 

advice should contact 

Gertrude Onuoha Esq. at 

575 Lexington Avenue, 

4th Floor New York, New 

York 10022 (PHONE) 212-

971-9704 (cell 7326421604) 

(FAX) 866-823-6996

Gertrude Onuoha 

Esq. is the founder of the 

law offices of Gertrude 

Onuoha, P.C. located in 

Manhattan, New York. 

She has practiced law for 

over seventeen years. She 

is admitted to practice 

law in the state of New 

York and has a Master of 

Laws (LL.M) degree from 

Benjamin Cardozo School 

of Law in New York. She is 

a member of the American 

Immigration Lawyer, the 

New York Bar Association 

and a New York State 

Certified Mediator.
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Keeping Brooklyn Healthy Contest

WIN 4 FREE TICKETS TO

To enter, share a tip on staying healthy and well in Brooklyn

The Brooklyn Hospital Center is proud to be the Offi cial Hometown Hospital of Barclays Center.

Between April 7 and October 7, 2014. 
Any event excluding Brooklyn Nets games.

Value of each ticket not to exceed $200.

INSTRUCTIONS:
Visit www.brooklynpaper.com/contest

Type in your 35-word healthy tip.

Winning responses will focus on eating right, exercise, stress reduction 
and quitting smoking, AND relate specifi cally to Brooklyn.

Deadline for entries is March 24.

HERE’S AN EXAMPLE OF A BROOKLYN-FOCUSED WELLNESS TIP:
Get almost half of your recommended 10,000 steps a day (about 5 miles) by walking both ways across the Brooklyn Bridge.

YOUR NAME: EMAIL ADDRESS:

35-word tip on staying healthy in Brooklyn (related to eating healthy, exercising, stress reduction, quiting smoking, 
or other preventative healthy measures):

FAX : EMAIL: Contest@cnglocal.com
MAIL: Carol Magluilo, Community News Group, One MetroTech Center North, 10th fl oor, Brooklyn, NY, 11201

For full contest rules and timing, visit www.brooklynpaper.com/contest/rules

The four winning 
Keeping Brooklyn Healthy 

tips will be profi led in:

any show at
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

AVAILABLE IN BROOKLYN: Downtown Natural Market 1707 Church Ave. Nostrand Health 
Foods 1432 Nostrand Ave. Greenfield Pharmacy 1526 Cortelyou Rd Fine Care Pharmacy 981 Fulton St. 
Supreme Health Food Center 264 Lee Ave. New Ronson Drugs 237 Utica Ave. 3P Drugs 799 Flushing 
Ave. Lincoln Place Pharmacy 1135 Eastern Parkway Unity Drugs 772 Grand St. Boreum Drugs Corp 194 
Union Ave Boro-Park Health Foods 5203 13th Ave Clarkson Pharmacy 524 Clarkson Ave Danny & Veer 
Health Foods 1827 A Flatbush Ave Downtown Natural Market 51 Willougby Street Elm Pharmacy 1651 
Coney Island Ave Established Drugs 1743 Nostrand Ave The Essence of Life 451 6th Ave Eve Pharmacy 
2836 Coney Island Ave. Eve Pharmacy 170 Avenue U Everything Natural 1661 Ralph Ave Expidite Care 
Pharmacy 2283 Norstrand Ave. Family Pharmacy & Surgical 1757 Bath Ave Farmacon Pharmacy 8007 
5th Ave Fresh Health Food Emporium 1276 Fulton St. Heights Apothecary 79 Atlantic Ave Fresh Health 
Food Emporium 594 Nostrand Ave Hebron Health Food 9408 Church Ave Iqra Pharmacy 1090 Flatbush 
Ave Krimko Pharmacy 954 Nostrand Ave Lawrence Pharmacy 740 New Lots Ave Ludwig’s Drug Store 
805 Washington Ave Manipal Drugs 280 Nostrand Ave Nannie Health Food Store 5218 Church Ave. Natural 
Vitamins 671 Manhattan Ave Palma Chemists 159 7th Ave Parkway Pharmacy 531 Church Ave Powell’s 
Pharmacy 7517 3rd Ave Rabinowitz Pharmacy 602 Brighton Beach Ave Ralph Prescriptions 300 Wyckoff 
Ave Rockway Pharmacy 1214 Flatbush Ave Rubinson Pharmacy 4223 Church Ave Saldo Drugs 384 Graham 
Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 5105 Church Ave Silver Rod Pharmacy 6404 18th Ave Sims Pharmacy 1711 
Pitkin Ave Stella’s Pharmacy 8722 Glenwood Rd Sunset RX Pharmacy 5808 4th Ave. SVRH Pharmacy 161 
Smith St Tony’s Health Food Supermarket 1316 Fulton St. Tony’s Health Food 2923 Glenwood Rd. Unzer 
Pharmacy 572 Bedford Ave. Vitamin Depot Nutrition Center 7721 5th Ave VLS Pharmacy 4402 5th Ave. 
Wyckoff Drugs 1236 Broadway Well SaSa 779 60th St. Shea Beauty 1356 E 48th St. Zoya Pharmacy 1527 
Pitkin Ave. Rite Choice Pharmacy 1484 Fulton St. STATEN ISLAND: Tastebuds Natural Foods 1807 
Hylan Blvd Millers Pharmacy 173 Broad St Hyland Medicine Cabinet 1988 Hyland Blvd. Tripharm Drug Inc 
200 Richmond Ave Tompkinsville Pharmacy 45 Victory Blvd Family Health Center 1789 Victory Blvd. St. 
George Pharmacy 100 Stuyvesant Place.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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puters in looking for a job,” 
she said, commenting how 
she would like to learn 
more on their use.

The Washington Heights 
branch joined the NYPL 
in 1901 and moved into 
the St. Nicholas building 
designed by Carrere and 
Hastings, 100 years ago. 

Closed four years for ren-
ovation, at a cost of more 
than 12 million dollars,  
the branch has expanded 
public space and has bet-
ter accessibility for patrons 
including an Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA)  
elevator connecting public 
access floors and an out-
door ramp.  

During the formal pres-

entation, Borough Presi-
dent Gale Brewer said, “The 
fact of the matter is, when 
you have this kind of light, 
no matter where you live 
or where you go to school, 
you want to come to the 
library.” Brewer has always 
been interested in technol-
ogy and expressed the need 
for increasing Wi-Fi access 
in the neighborhood. 

An excited Robert Jack-
son, former City Council-
man whose district includ-
ed parts of Washington 
Heights, read from Dr. 
Seuss’s “I Can Read With 
My Eyes Shut” to children 
from nearby schools who 
were attending the festivi-
ties.  A chorus from P.S. 4, 
which is across the street, 

entertained and the chil-
dren from the school’s 
Honor Society read per-
sonal testimonials why the 
library is so important.

Public education advo-
cate City Councilman 
Ydandis Rodriguez, repre-
senting parts of Washing-
ton Heights, particularly 
addressed the school chil-
dren present. Paraphrasing 
the new mayor, he said, “We 
need to work hard for eve-
ryone to be a success.” Rod-
riguez suggested this jewel 
of a neighborhood library 
can help produce a presi-
dent or another Sotomayer 
(Supreme Court Justice). 

As he thanked the com-
munity for patience while 
the library was under con-
struction, NYPL President 
Tony Marx underscored his 
happiness, “I am proud to 
present them with their 

beautiful library, equipped 
to support the community 
for years to come.” He also 
made sure to thank the 
librarians. 

Finishing the formali-
ties, PS 4 children joined 
neighbors and politicians 
to help in the ribbon cut-
ting. Then, all visitors were 
invited to partake of the 
birthday cake celebrating 
the library’s 100th birthday 
(Feb. 26.)

The NYPL system has 92 
locations in Bronx, Man-
hattan and Staten Island. 
(Brooklyn and Queens are 
separate systems.) The 
library offers free mate-
rials, computer access, 
classes, exhibitions, pro-
gramming, and more to 
everyone from toddlers to 
scholars. Record numbers 
make use of the expanded 
options for patrons. 

president, Bronx Commu-
nity College and Dr. Eve-
lyn Castro, associate dean, 
Medgar Evers College, 
CUNY; immigration special-
ist Dr. Claire Nelson, Wash-
ington, D.C.-based Institute 
of Caribbean Studies (ICS); 
and health care profession-
als, Dr. Miriam Vincent, 
director of Family Medicine 
at SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center and Norma Amster-
dam, registered nurse, exec-
utive vice president, Union 
1199.

Others are: Social serv-
ice experts Bishop Sylveta 
Hamilton-Gonzales, Black 
Women for Fairness Equi-
ty & Justice, and Kimber-
ly Hardy, New York City 
Deputy Commissioner for 
Housing Community Part-
nership.

Among the women lead-
ers addressing the confer-
ence are: New York City 
First Lady Chirlane McCray; 
U.S.  Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand; Congresswoman 
Clarke; State Sen. Velman-
ette Montgomery; New York 
City Public Advocate Leti-

tia James; Brooklyn Deputy 
Borough President Diana 
Reyna; and New York City 
Council Member Laurie 
Cumbo. 

The program closes with 
a VIP reception, honoring 
black women in judiciary. 

Chisholm (Nov. 30, 1924 
– Jan. 1, 2005) was an edu-
cator, author and politician.  
First elected in 1968 as 
the first African-American 
woman elected to Congress, 
she represented the 12th 
Congressional District for 
seven terms until 1983. 

On Jan. 25, 1972, 
Chisholm became the first 
major party black candidate 
for president of the United 
States and the first woman 
to run for the Democratic 
presidential nomination.

Rooted in the late con-
gresswoman’s commit-
ment to social and eco-
nomic empowerment, the 
elder Clarke said she aims 
to use the conference as a 
policy think tank and plat-
form to highlight the status 
and aspirations of women of 
African descent in Brook-
lyn.

SPEKTOR LAW GROUP, P.C.

A C 2 3 4 5 J

Continued from Page 3

Women’s empowerment
Continued from Page 3

Public library

ment new policies and 
reforms to protect the rights 
of employees and to ensure 
a nondiscriminatory envi-
ronment for all employees 
going forward. 

Under the terms of the 
settlement, he said Betsy 
Ross will implement a com-
prehensive anti-discrimina-
tion policy, retain a third-
party diversity consultant 
who will conduct training 
for all of its employees, post 
public notices around its 
facilities regarding the nurs-

ing home’s commitment to 
nondiscrimination, develop 
new protocols for filing com-
plaints concerning discrimi-
nation and provide reports 
to the Attorney General’s 
office for three years. 

Betsy Ross has also 
agreed not to retaliate 
against any current or 

former employees who par-
ticipated in the Attorney 
General’s investigation. 

Schneiderman said his 
office is committed to 
ensuring compliance with 
federal and state laws pro-
hibiting employment dis-
crimination based on race 
or color. 

Continued from Page 3

Probe
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Jamaica’s Tessanne Chin 
represented the Carib-
bean and “Women of Soul” 
recently when first lady 
Michelle Obama hosted the 
annual “In Performance at 
the White House” series 
marking Women’s History 
Month.

The winner of last sea-
son’s television music real-
ity series joined Ariana 
Grande, Jill Scott, Melissa 
Etheridge, Janelle Monae, 
Aretha Franklin and Patti 
LaBelle to collaborate on 
“Proud Mary,” a rocking 
track made popular by Tina 
Turner. 

“Find your own voice 
and be proud of it,” the first 
lady said.

Chin was the only non-
American included in the 
salute to great “foremoth-
ers” of American music cel-
ebration.

“What a lineup!” Pres-
ident Barack Obama said 
to the audience gathered 
inside the East Room at the 
home of the first family of 
the US.

“As someone who always 

shares this house with bril-
liant, creative, talented, 
somewhat stubborn women, 
I think Women’s History 
Month is the perfect time 
to honor a few more: the 
women of soul,” President 
Obama said. 

The leader of the so-
called free world opened 
the affair lauding the lineup 
which spanned generations 
of soul singing musical leg-
ends ranging from 71-year-
old Franklin acclaimed to 
be the Queen of Soul to 
20-year-old Grande.

Reportedly Grande 
seemed in awe of the illus-
trious group of singers and 
the select audience gath-
ered at the world-famous, 
landmark capital Washing-
ton D.C. location.

“What’s up? How are 
you? Good to see you, the 
young singer said.

“Thank you for having 
me.”

First to move the distin-
guished crowd to their feet 
was soul singer LaBelle. 
Her rendition of her signa-
ture song -- “Over the Rain-
bow” sparked a noticeable 
reaction from the president 
and his wife.

And while each and every 
woman delivered soulful 
renditions, the emotional 
high point came when the 
avowed queen of the genre 
appeared.

“Let’s have a party,” 
Franklin said.

Without missing a beat 
she segued into one of her 
hits -- “I Never Loved a Man 
(The Way I Love You).”

She closed the show with 
what the president described 
as “one more treat” — a 
slow, soulful rendition of 
the gospel anthem “Amaz-

ing Grace.”
Slow at the start, the 

tempo of the often somb-

er song heightened to end 
upbeat.

The president paid trib-

ute to Franklin for turn-
ing her signature song 
“Respect” into “a rallying 
cry for African-Americans, 
women and then everyone 
who felt marginalized.”

It was at that juncture 
that President Obama 
spelled out the title and the 
in the process erred saying 
“R-S-P-E-C-T.”

“I’m sure the President 
had much on his agenda 
and was just a little tired,” 
Franklin said of the error.

In a statement she added 
“However, spelling and giv-
ing it, is a huge difference.  
The President and I are 
mutual when it comes to 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T.”

Jamaica’s Chin was 
included among the legen-
dary ladies because of her 
victory on television’s “The 
Voice” talent showcase last 
season.

The show was streamed 
live on March 6 on the 
White House website and 
will be broadcast April 7 on 
PBS stations.

Catch You On The 
Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Patti LaBelle waves as she arrives at the “In Perfor-
mance at the White House: Women of Soul” in the East 
Room of the White House in Washington, Thursday, 
March 6, 2014, hosted by President Barack Obama, 
and fi rst lady Michelle Obama. The program include 
performances by Patti LaBelle, Tessanne Chin, Melis-
sa Etheridge, Aretha Franklin, Ariana Grande, Janelle 
Monáe and Jill Scott. Seated to LaBelle’s right wearing 
red is Tessanne Chin.   AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta

Tess joins soulful women at White House fete

PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE 
HAPPY HOUR IS ALL DAY, EVERY DAY AT THE BAR 

Breakfast is served every Saturday & Sunday, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

 

718-623-TONY (8669)

FREE 
1/2 Onion Loaf 

With Purchase Of  
Any Entree.

FREE 
Mini Dessert 
With Purchase Of  

Any Entree.

FREE 
Steak Flatbread 

With Purchase Of  
Any Two Entrees of $16 or 

Higher Value.

TilDivorceTheMusical.com

For Tickets
TELECHARGE.COM or (212) 239-6200
DR2 Theatre � 103 East 15th Street, NYC

The Laugh-Out -Loud
Musical Comedy!

Concept, Lyrics & Choreography by

RUTHE PONTURO
Music by

JOHN THOMAS FISCHER
Directed by

MARK WALDROP

Premium Seats Available
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Brooklyn based music 
group Brown Rice Family 
is releasing their new sin-
gle/music video “Latin Goes 
Ska” on April 1st, 2014.

Brown Rice Family is a 
multi national band with 
members hailing from 
Japan, Jamaica, Haiti, Niger-
ia, South Africa and USA.

This world roots band 
normally fuses genres but 
this time around they just 
simply fell in love with the 
“Latin Goes Ska “vibe. The 
song was originally com-
posed by the Skatalites in 
Jamaica in 1964.

The Skatalites is known 
for Bob Marley’s first #1 
Jamaican hit “Simmer 

The Apollo Theater, in 
partnership with the Car-
ibbean Cultural Center 
African Diaspora Institute, 
presents a special concert 
to commemorate the life 
and legacy of Celia Cruz 
on Saturday, March 22 at 
8:00 p.m.  The legendary 
singer will be remembered 
at the Apollo for her ener-
getic performance style and 
assertions of Afro-Latina 
pride, which continue to 
resonate within the Harlem 
community today. 

Uniting two of Harlem’s 
most prominent communi-
ties through music, Celia 
Cruz was a central figure 
in the Apollo Theater’s 
long tradition of presenting 
Latino artists and culture 
over the course of her many 
performances at the Theat-
er. In this spirit, the con-
cert underscores the four 
phases of Celia’s musical 
career: Celia with the clas-
sic Afro-Cuban ensemble, 

La Sonora Matancera; Celia 
with Tito Puente; Celia with 
the Fania label and its All-
Stars; and the solo Celia, 
La Unica – La Negra Tiene 
Tumbao.

This extraordinary event, 

By David McFadden
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — 

Barefoot and dressed in donated 
clothes, 12-year-old Renaldo Brown 
methodically plays scales on a flute 
under the canopy of trees at a Jamai-
can vocational school renowned 
for nurturing many of this music-
steeped island’s top instrumental-
ists.

“It’s challenging but I like it. 

I’m getting better ‘cause I’ve been 
practicing nearly every day for two 
years,” said the serious boy from 
the gritty Jamaican city of Span-
ish Town, tapping the keys on the 
silver-colored wind instrument as 
he spoke.

Renaldo is among two dozen boys 
from impoverished backgrounds 
who are discovering a new world 
through music after being placed by 

family courts at Alpha Boys’ School. 
Some of the boys are orphans, 
while others are placed at the home 
because of neglect, abuse or because 
their parents can’t control them.

A residential facility operated by 
Catholic nuns since the late 19th 
century, the school has long been 
the cradle of Jamaica’s prolific 
music culture — and a beacon of 

A cradle for Jamaica’s music

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Members of the Brown 
Rice Family pose for a 
band photo.  

Photo by Charles Ginsberg

In this Oct. 22, 1994, fi le 
photo, musicians Celia 
Cruz, left, from Cuba, and 
U.S. Tito Puente perform 
during an all-star concert 
at the Madison Square 
Garden in New York City.

AP Photo/L.M. Otero, fi le

In this Feb. 17, 2014 photo, 14-year-old Brad Hylton helps classmate Omar Bird play a drum beat with the 
band at Alpha Boys’ School, a residential vocational school in Kingston, Jamaica.  AP Photo/David McFadden

Tribute to the late 
Queen Celia Cruz

Ska influence and the 
Brown Rice family

REGGAE REGGAE 
CLASSROOMCLASSROOM
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By Azad Ali
Controversy is brewing 

over the results of the Band 
of Year for Trinidad and Toba-
go Carnival 2014.

At least one band leader 
Ronnie McIntosh has sent off 
a legal letter to the National 
Carnival Bands Association 
(NCBA) requesting the score 
sheets from the judges over 
the disqualification of his 
band “De River Come Down,” 
which won the Downtown 
Port of Spain Band of the 
Year.

Trinidad All Stars Steel 
Orchestra of Port of Spain 
was announced as the “Band 
of the Year,” becoming the 
second band by a steel-pan 
music to win the title in 50 
years. The first steelband to 
win such a title was Silver 
Stars with their portrayal of 
“Gulliver’s Travel” in l963.

All Stars scored 2,365 
points, according to the offi-
cial results by the National 
carnival Bands Association 
(NCBA). Second place in 
the large band category was 
awarded to Paparazzi Car-
nival’s “Center Stage” with 
2,048 points and in third 
place was Legacy’s “Nature’s 

Touch,” with 1,976 points.
All Stars band manager 

Beresford Hunte said this 
year the band- which com-
prised about 1,200 revelers - 
was an amalgamation of two 
elements; uniform-clad sail-
ors and sections of persons at 
a “tropical fiesta.”

All Stars also placed first 

in the creative category for 
bands.

The victory was hailed by 
Pan Trinbago President Keith 
Diaz, as a sign of a possi-
ble new trend in carnival; a 
return to pan and to the slow-
er, groovy tempos of years 
gone past.

“It’s a victory not only 
for all, but for the steel-pan 
movement,” he said.

All Stars placed second to 
Phase 11 Pan Grove in the 
National Panorama Steel-
band competition on Carni-
val Saturday night losing by 
just one point. 

All Stars win Band of the Year. Photo by Azad Ali

Controversy 
over Trinidad’s 
carnival results

“It’s a victory not 
only for all, but 

for the steel-pan 
movement.”

Sailors on shore leave a Tropical Fiesta. 
 Photo by Azad Ali

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for 
the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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By Kam Williams 
The Anonymous People 

(Unrated) 12-Step documen-
tary encouraging the 23 mil-
lion American substance-
abusers to think of themselves 
as in recovery rather than as 
addicts. With commentary 
by Kristen Johnston, Laurie 
Dhue and Patrick Kennedy.  

The Art of the Steal (R 
for profanity and sexual refer-
ences) Crime comedy about 
an art thief/motorcycle dare-
devil (Kurt Russell) who 
hatches a plan with the help 
of his brother (Matt Dillon) to 
purloin a priceless book. With 
Jay Baruchel, Katheryn Win-
nick and Terence Stamp. 

Bad Words (R for profan-
ity, crude humor, sexuality 
and brief nudity) Midlife crisis 
comedy about a 40-year-old, 
high school dropout (Jason 
Bateman) who exploits a loop-
hole in the rules to compete 
in a national spelling bee. 
With Allison Janney, Kathryn 
Hahn and Rohan Chand. 

Better Living through 
Chemistry (Unrated) Crime 
comedy about a straight-laced 
pharmacist (Sam Rockwell) 
whose life unravels when he 
has an adulterous affair with 
a seductive customer (Olivia 
Wilde). Ensemble includes 
Jane fonda, Ray Liotta, Ken 

Howard and Michelle Mona-
ghan.  

Dark House (R for violence 
and profanity) Haunted house 
horror flick about a young 
man’s (Luke Kleintank) 
search for an abandoned 
mansion that he thought 
only existed in his imagina-
tion after learning his long-
lost father’s whereabouts 
from his institutionalized 
mother (Lesley-Anne Down). 
Featuring Tobin Bell, Zack 
Ward, Anthony Rey Perez and 
Alex McKenna.    

The Den (R for profan-
ity, sexuality, terror, gory 
violence and graphic nudity) 
Home alone thriller about 
a woman (Melanie Papalia) 
who becomes a masked mur-
derer’s (Brian Bell) next tar-
get after witnessing a killing 
while monitoring a webchat 
website in her apartment. 
With Matt Riedy, Adam Sha-
piro and David Schlachten-
haufen.

Enemy (R for profanity, 
graphic sexuality and frontal 
nudity) Stalker thriller about 

a jaded college professor’s 
(Jake Gyllenhaal) obsession 
with a minor movie actor 
who looks just like him. Co-
starring Melanie Laurent, 
Isabella Rossellini and Sarah 
Gadon.  

Ernest & Celestine (PG for 
scary moments) Oscar-nom-
inated adventure (for Best 
Animated Feature) about 
the friendship unexpectedly 
forged between an orphaned 
mouse (Mackenzie Foy) and a 
shy and retiring bear (Forest 
Whitaker). Voice cast includes 
Lauren Bacall, Paul Giamatti, 
William H. Macy, Nick Offer-
man and Jeffrey Wright.

Guilty of Romance (Unrat-
ed) Behind closed doors 
drama about a bored house-
wife (Megumi Kagurazaka), 
married to a famous romance 
novelist (Kanji Tsuda), who 
secretly decides to spice up 
her life simulating sex acts 
while working as a nude 
model. With Miki Muzuno, 
Makoto Togashi and Kazuya 
Kojima. (In Japanese with 
subtitles)

 

By Kam Williams
The bloody epic 300 (2007) chron-

icled the Battle of Thermopylae in 
480 B.C. when a badly outnumbered 
band of 300 soldiers were sent on 
a suicide mission to defend Sparta 
against a horde of over 100,000 
Persian invaders. Based on Frank 
Miller’s graphic novel of the same 
name, that minimalist, monochro-
matic adventure was shot almost 
entirely against blue screens on 
assorted soundstages.

“300: Rise of an Empire” is 
one of those rare sequels which 
actually improves on an original’s 

formula. This relatively-expansive, 
higher body-count affair arrives 
replete with sweeping seascapes 
and panoramic mob scenes. It also 
ups the ante in terms of sensual-
ity, especially by exploiting the 
visual appeal of Eva Green.

At the point of departure, we 
find the previous picture’s trium-
phant King Xerxes (Rodrigo San-
toro) plotting to lead the Persian 
army against forces led by Greek 
General Themistocles (Sullivan 
Stapleton). The play-by-play is 
narrated by Sparta’s Queen Gorgo 
(Headey) who devotes considerable 
time to a detailed lesson in ancient 
history to set the table for the 
wanton slaughter about to ensue.

Among other things, we learn 
that the commander of the Per-
sian 1,000-ship armada is the war-
rior goddess Artemisia (Green), a 
Greek traitor who turned against 
her own people for good reason. 
In her youth, she’d been brutally 
raped and sold into slavery after 
being forced to witness the mur-

der of her entire family.
The revenge-minded orphan 

was freed and raised as a war-
rior by Xerxes’ late father, Darius 
(Yigal Naor). Today, she has blos-
somed into a ravishing fighting 
machine as likely to subdue an 

adversary with her womanly wiles 
as with her sword. In perhaps the 
movie’s most memorable moment, 
she decapitates a foe before plant-
ing a kissing on his skull’s lips.

Such gruesome displays are par 
for the course, as scene after scene 

seizes on any excuse for sensuality 
or stomach-churning depictions of 
torture and gore. A revisionist tale 
of female empowerment suggest-
ing the fairer sex was the equal 
of any man even when engaged in 
mortal hand-to-hand combat.

“300: Rise of an Empire”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for sexuality, 
nudity, profanity and 
pervasive violence
Running time: 102 
minutes
Distributor: Warner 
Brothers Pictures

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

The warrior goddess Artemisia (Eva Green) in “300: Rise of an Empire.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

Higher body-count sequel trumps the original

“Sweet & Sassy!”  
- NY Times

“A Winner!”  
-NY Beacon

“A Marvelous Time!”  
-Amsterdam News

A joyful musical celebration  
of life, love and family!
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hope for at-risk youngsters. Dec-
ade after decade, Alpha alumni 
have emerged from the musical 
hothouse in Kingston to bring 
the sounds of Jamaican ska, rock-
steady and reggae to the world.

But despite its outsized role 
in developing Jamaica’s world-
famous music, the school is 
increasingly squeezed between 
rising costs and shrinking state 
support, barely scraping by on 
the $60 weekly the government 
provides per student. The budget 
crunch has gotten so bad admin-
istrators say they will be forced to 
eliminate the program’s residen-
tial side later this year.

In response, the school is build-
ing up its own revenue-generating 
businesses, including a recently 
launched “Alpha Wear” clothing 
line and an Internet radio station 
that draws 60,000 people monthly 
by broadcasting tunes featuring 
alumni. School director Sister 
Susan Fraser said the online radio 
program isn’t bringing in revenue 
yet, but is expected to eventually 
raise money through sponsorship 
and advertising later his year.

Fraser, a member of the Sis-
ters of Mercy religious order, said 
Alpha also plans to expand and 
modernize its training for young 

students to ensure the famed 
music program survives.

“Moving forward, we’re going 
to focus a lot more on the music 
program in all aspects,” she said. 
“It won’t be just instrument play-
ing, but rather the whole business 
of music.”

At the school, students between 
8 and 18 are taught self-discipline 
and pride while learning to read 
music and understand harmony 
and composition, if they don’t 
focus on the school’s more tradi-
tional trades like woodworking 
and tailoring. Alpha currently has 
about 85 kids, and 25 of them are 
in the music program.

Past students who have tran-
scended rough starts in life to 
become top musicians include the 
four founding members of the 
influential band The Skatalites, 
the late free-form jazz pioneer Joe 
Harriott, and dancehall deejay Yel-
lowman. Many others have found 
work as formidable backup players 
and session musicians, in Jamaica 
and other countries worldwide.

“You’ll find old students from 
Alpha keeping the legacy going 
just about everywhere. If you go 
to France, you’ll see Alpha boys 
playing music professionally. 
You go to Germany or New York, 
you’ll see Alpha boys,” said Win-

ston “Sparrow” Martin, an alum-
nus who has provided a musical 
foundation to many boys as the 
school’s longtime band instructor 
while forging his own interna-
tional recording career.

Classical, jazz and folk music 
were long part of the curricula. 
But when the Caribbean island 
got wind of American rhythm and 
blues through distant radio sig-
nals picked up at night in the 
1950s, Alpha students with trum-
pets, trombones and other instru-
ments transformed that music to 

create upbeat-accented ska, which 
later evolved into rocksteady and 
reggae.

Alpha’s music program dates 
back to 1892, when boys partici-
pated in a drum and fife corps. The 
outfit evolved into a famed brass 
band under the school’s longtime 
matriarch, Sister Mary Ignatius 
Davies, an avid record collector 
who encouraged students’ musi-
cal talents for decades before her 
death in 2003 at age 81.

David McFadden on Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/dmcfadd

produced in collaboration with 
Omer Pardillo, Executive Director 
of the Celia Cruz Legacy Project, 
will feature signature numbers 
from Cruz’s songbook such as 
“Cucala” and “Quimbara,” along-
side her songs to the African “ori-
shas” (deities). Her earlier record-
ings and solo recordings and will 
be interpreted through a contem-
porary lens by Anissa Gathers, 
Amma McKen, Cita Rodriguez, 
and José Alberto “El Canario” 

and Orchestra with special guest, 
the Grammy nominated, Lucrecia 
direct from Europe. 

“Celia Cruz was without ques-
tion the number one female 
vocalist in Latin music and had 
a long history with the Apollo. 
Like many Latin bands and Lat-
ino musicians - Machito & his 
Afro Cubans, Mario Bauza, Chano 
Pozo, Tito Puente, Mongo San-
tamaria, to Willie Bobo, Joe Cuba, 
Chico O’Farrill - the Apollo was 
home. Their presence and contri-
butions transformed the Apollo 
into a transcultural center,” said 
Apollo Executive Producer, Mikki 
Shepard.

Continued from page 47 

Down” recorded at Studio One.
Now 50 years later, BRF decid-

ed to rearrange “Latin Goes Ska” 
and adding lyrics to carry the 
message of “Organic Love.”

In this video the band fea-
tured America’s got talent win-
ner Kenichi Ebina, internation-
ally acclaimed dance teacher/
choreographer Pat Hall and her 
Brooklyn dance community, and 
horn player from BRF, Isaiah 
Richardson Jr. who is current-
ly acting on HBO’s Boardwalk 
Empire where he plays the role 
of a Jazz musician. 

The world is plagued with 
social and political problems and 
for this reason most people have 

lost compassion, organic love, 
and the acceptance of individu-
al difference. With “Latin Goes 
Ska” the band uses music and 
video as a vehicle to spread the 
message of global solidarity, let-
ting all people know that out of 
many we are one!

Kenichi Ebina replied when 
asked about this song, “It’s just 
a fun song without thinking 
too deeply, you know? There’s 
a difference in style in terms of 
music and dance, but it exists 
everywhere and universally it 
touches something very human-
ly instinctive. I think we’re one 
step closer to world peace, if we 
can all enjoy dancing to this kind 
of music.”

 
Title: Latin Goes Ska
Artist: Brown Rice Family
Video by Shunsuke 
Yotsumoto
Original song title: Latin 
Goes Ska
Artist: The Skatalites
Writer: Don Drummond,
Arthur Stanley Reid
Publisher: Push Music 
Jamaca Publishing Ltd. (BMI)

Continued from page 47 
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Oxymoron
ScHoolboy Q

KiD CuDi presents...
Kid Cudi

Beyonce
Beyonce

Pure Heroine
Lorde

St. Vincent
St. Vincent

Helios
The Fray

Riser
Dierks Bentley

Morning Phase
Beck

Frozen
Soundtrack

Formula: Vol. 2
Romeo Santos

Dark Horse
Katy Perry Featuring Juicy J ..

Happy
Pharrell Williams

Team
Lorde

Counting Stars
OneRepublic

Pompeii
Bastille

Drunk In Love
Beyonce Featuring Jay Z

Story Of My Life
One Direction

All Of Me
John Legend 

Talk Dirty
Jason Derulo Feat. 2 Chainz 

Say Something
A Great Big World & Christina Aguilera

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

In this Feb, 13, 2014 photo, 12-year-old Renaldo Brown plays scales 
on a fl ute under the shady canopy of trees that dot the campus of 
the Alpha Boys’ School school in Kingston, Jamiaca.  
 AP Photo/David McFadden

Multiple winner Celia Cruz performs during the 3rd annual Latin 
Grammy Awards Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2002, in the Hollywood 
district of Los Angeles.  AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, File

Rice Family Band

Continued from page 47 

Celia Cruz

Alpha Boys School

With “Latin Goes 
Ska” the band uses 

music and video as a 
vehicle to spread the 

message of global 
solidarity, letting all 

people know that out 
of many we are one!
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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FRI., MAR. 14
VARIETY SHOW: Join No Name... & A Bag O’ 
Chips” for feature comic Mick Diflo (The Huff-
ington Post) sketch comedy collective Kokomo 
(Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre) and illu-
sionist Lee Alan Barrett. Showtime 7:00 p.m. 
No cover, no minimum. Otto’s is located at 538 
E 14th St (Cross Street: Between Avenue A and 
Avenue B). For more information, call (212) 
228-2240 or go to: www.ottosshrunkenhead.
com.

SAT., MAR. 15
MASSAGE: Research shows that massage 
therapy can: reduce stress, ease aches and 
pains, decrease stiffness and joint swelling, 
improve digestive/breathing functions, alert-
ness and circulation and help people with 
arthritis, stroke, asthma, diabetes, Parkinson’s 
and bursitis. Massage therapists are licensed. 
Massages take place from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
This event is free and open to the public and is 
being held at 206-20 Linden Blvd., in Cambria 
Heights, Queens. RSVP: (646) 476-1294.

SUN., MAR. 16
PERFORMING ARTS: Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 
(BCBC) continues its 2013-14 Target Storybook 
Series with Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia’s 
A Brown Bear, a Moon, and a Caterpillar: 
Treasured Stories by Eric Carle at 2:00 p.m. All 
tickets are $7 and can be purchased by phone 
at 718-951-4500 (Tues-Sat, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m.), or online at www.BrooklynCenterOnline.
org. The performance is recommended for 
ages four and up.

MON., MAR. 17
EMBLEMHEALTH “LIVE HEALTHY”: 
EmblemHealth and the Haitian-American 
Community Coalition (HCC) – through their 
‘Fitness for Flatbush (F3)’ initiative – will host 
a ‘Fitness for Flatbush Body Social’ to kick off 
the second year of the ‘Live Healthy’ program, 
which helps local residents take charge of their 
health and wellness by offering free fitness 
classes, cooking demonstrations, and health 
education. In addition to a live Zumba demo, 
the social aims to orient participants with the 
Live Healthy program, while allowing them to 
network and mingle with fellow participants, 
meet-and greet with the program’s Zumba, 
Kickboxing and Cross Training instructors, 
savor flavorful treats from a healthy snack and 
juice bar, and take joy in upbeat workout tunes 
by a live DJ. Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Auditorium, 157 Saint Paul’s Place, Brooklyn, 
NY 11226. To RSVP, visit EmblemHealthLive-
Healthy.com or call (866) 205-7860.

TUES., MAR. 18
HOME BUYERS SEMINAR: Are you thinking 
about buying a home but don’t know where to 
start? Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) 

of East Flatbush is having a free homebuyers 
seminar from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Crown Heights 
Library, 560 New York Ave..(between Maple 
Street & Lincoln Rd.) Brooklyn, NY 11225. To 
reserve space, please call: (718) 469-4679.

RHYTHM AND FLOW YOGA: This vinyasa 
yoga teaches us to create a union between 
our mind and our body; to allow our mind 
to center and focus on what our body is 
experiencing in our yoga practice. The class is 
from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Please wear comfortable 
loose-fitting clothing and plan to arrive ten 
minutes early to settle in. Be sure to let your 
doctor know that you will be taking part in an 
exercise class. This event is free and open to 
the public and is being held at 206-20 Linden 
Blvd. in Cambria Heights, Queens. RSVP: 
(646) 476-1294.

FRI., MAR. 21
VARIETY SHOW: Join No Name... & A Bag 
O’ Chips” comedy for a special Women’s His-
tory Month show featuring comedians  Carole 
Montgomery (Nick @ Nite’s Funniest Mom in 
America), Subhah Agarwal (New York Comedy 
Festival), singer / songwriter Emily Miele 
(animated web series “Damaged”) and a few 
surprises.  No Name” house band The Summer 

Replacements” including Carl (BabyFreak) 
Fortunato) and Fernando (Dr. Sandman) 
Morales Gonzalez will be featured. Show 
begins  at 7:00 p.m. No cover, no minimum. 
Otto’s is located at 538 E 14th St (Cross Street: 
Between Avenue A and Avenue B).  For more 
information, call (212) 228-2240 or go to: 
www.ottosshrunkenhead.com

ZUMBA FOR ASTHMATICS: This is a dance-
fitness class that’s lively and fun from 1 -2:00 
p.m. It uses the Zumba formula, with modi-
fied moves and pacing for active older people 
and those with well-managed asthma. These 
simple movements are designed to strengthen 
upper body muscles and support lung func-
tions. Be sure to let your doctor know you’ll be 
taking part in an exercise class. This event is 
free and open to the public and is being held 
at 206-20 Linden Blvd. in Cambria Heights, 
Queens. RSVP: (646) 476-1294.

ONGOING   
MON., JAN. 6 - SAT., MAR. 22
WINTER WORKSHOPS: Registration has 
already started but it is not to late to get in on 
the action. Registration for classes and work-
shops is ongoing throughout the term. Families, 

adults and children can choose from a variety of 
classes and workshops running morning, after-
noon, evening and on weekends. Pelham Art 
Center Members receive 10 percent off classes. 
Need-based scholarships and payment plans 
are available. The Winter Catalog can be found 
on the Art Center’s website, pelhamartcenter.
org/education, or call (914) 738-2525 ext. 111 
to request one by mail or email. Students may 
register online, in person, mail, email, phone 
or fax. Pelham Art Center administrative hours 
are Tuesday- Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

FRI., JAN. 31 – SAT., MAR. 29, 2014
MIGRATION NARRATIVES: Pelham Art 
Center is pleased to announce a group exhibition 
of kinetic sculpture, installation, drawing, paint-
ing and video narratives by seven contemporary 
artists. There will be an opening reception and 
all age hands-on workshop from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m. Admission is free. This multi-media exhibi-
tion relates stories of individual transitions 
from one state of being to another. Independent 
Curator Lisa A. Banner is an art historian and 
visiting associate professor at Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn, NY. 

FRI., MAR. 21 - SUN.,  MAR. 30
PERFORMING ARTS: Pantomime is a fast-
paced comedy, which gives audiences a non-stop 
romp through cliché, humour, drama, societal 
roles and most interestingly, self image, embrac-
es several issues of racial and cultural equality, 
of colonial history, and powerfully explores and 
deconstructs Caribbean identity as fabricated by 
the European colonizer. All performances are 
during the last two weekends in March. Please 
call (718) 783-8345 / info@caribbeantheatre.org  
for exact showtimes. General admission is $25. 
Student/ Senior $15  for Sunday performances 
only. Actors Fund Arts Center 160 Schermer-
horn Street (between Hoyt & Smith Sts), Brook-
lyn, NY 11201.

FLOOD RELIEF: Donations are being accepted 
at the Friends of Crown Heights Center located 
at 671 Prospect Place, Brooklyn. Donations will 
also be accepted by Mirtha Colon, a Garifuna 
from Honduras, who operates Hondurans 
Against Aids out of Casa Yurumein in the Bronx. 
Casa Yurumein is located at 874 Prospect Ave. in 
the South Bronx, corner of Westchester Avenue. 
Checks and money orders are welcomed and 
should be made out to “SVG Community Inc.” 
Anyone in the Long Island area who wishes to 
make a donation but cannot drive to Brooklyn, 
please call (347) 488-4395 to arrange a drop 
off or to arrange for Colon to pick up the dona-
tion. Items needed include medical supplies, 
non-perishable food, clothes, shoes, candles. 
Monetary donations can be made in the form of 
checks or money orders addressed to “SVG Com-
munity Inc.” 

If you have an event you would like to 
post in Sun Kulcha, please email your sub-
mission to Caribbeanlife@cnglocal.com. All 
submissions are subject to a review by the 
editor. Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

RHYTHM & FLOW YOGA
MAR. 18: This vinyasa yoga teaches us to cre-
ate a union between our mind and our body; to 
allow our mind to center and focus on what our 
body is experiencing in our yoga practice. The 
class is from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.This event is free 
and open to the public and is being held at 206-
20 Linden Blvd. in Cambria Heights, Queens. 
RSVP: (646) 476-1294.

MAR. 18: Are you thinking about buying a 
home but don’t know where to start? Neigh-
borhood Housing Services (NHS) of East 
Flatbush is having a free homebuyers seminar 
from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Crown Heights Library, 
560 New York Ave..(between Maple Street & 
Lincoln Rd.) Brooklyn, NY 11225. To reserve 
space, please call: (718) 469-4679.

HOME BUYERS 
SEMINAR

MASSAGE
MAR. 15: Massage therapy can: reduce stress, ease 
aches and pains, decrease stiffness and joint swell-
ing, Massages take place from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. This 
event is free and open to the public and is being 
held at 206-20 Linden Blvd., in Cambria Heights, 
Queens. RSVP: (646) 476-1294.
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Your name: (Please  print clearly)______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of nominee:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nominee’s country of origin:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your relationship to nominee:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee’s occupation/profession:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where does your nominee currently  work? ____________________________________________________________________________________________

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare? _______________________________________________________________________

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):___________________________________________________________________________________

What makes  your nominee outstanding? (100 words or less):___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you?  
Daytime  phone___________________Cell phone______________________Home phone________________________ Email_________________________

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime  phone___________________Cell phone______________________Home phone________________________ Email_________________________

Fax completed form to (718) 260-2579 Attn: Caribbean Life Healthcare Awards  
or Mail to: Caribbean Life

Attn: Healthcare Awards
One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

888-485-4647

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
888-925-4647

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

SAVE 

BIG 
ON NISSAN’s
& INFINITI’s

$0
DOWN 

AVAILABLE  
CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

ALL MAKES!
ALL MODELS!HUGE

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Offers subject to primary lender approval which may affect rate and or payment.  
Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

2010 INFINITI
G37X AWD

BUY FOR

$25,995

2011 INFINITI
M37X AWD

Stk #1347, 38,997 mi., V6, auto, all power, nav, sunroof, lthr, memory, rvc, htd seats

BUY
FOR
$29,995

2010 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #U4650, 15,779 mi. moonroof, navigation, lthr, rear cam, Bluetooth 

BUY
FOR
$29,995

2012 INFINITI
G37X AWD

Stk #1331, V6, auto, nav, moonroof, lthr, back up cam, Bluetooth, white, 17,950 mi. 

BUY
FOR
$28,995

2012 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #U4620, 23,968 mi., V6, navigation, moonroof, lthr, htd sts., Bluetooth, rear cam

BUY
FOR
$35,995

2011 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #4635, 30,052 mi., V6, nav, sunroof, lthr, rear cam, Bluetooth

BUY
FOR
$33,995

2010 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #4633, 25,443 mi., V6, auto, sunroof, lthr, rvc, memory Bluetooth 

BUY
FOR
$27,995

2011 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #U4632, V6, auto, nav, moonroof, lthr, back up cam, bluetooth, White, 30,345 mi. 

BUY
FOR
$33,995

2012 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk # U4620, V6, auto, NAV, moonroof, lthr, Bluetooth, htd sts, 23,698 mi.

BUY
FOR
$35,995

2013 FORD
EXPLORER 
XLT

Stk #U4656, 33,718 mi., 6 cyl, auto, panoroof, lthr, 3rd row, back up cam, Bluetooth, htd sts.

BUY
FOR
$24,995

2008 HONDA
ACCORD 
LX-P
BUY
FOR
$10,995

2013 HYUNDAI 
SONATA 
LIMITED

Stk #1355, 2960 mi., panoroof, 4 cyl, lthr, htd sts., back up cam, bluetooth
BUY
FOR
$20,995

2010 NISSAN 
ALTIMA 
SL

Stk #1106, 38,348 mi., 4 cyl, auto, moonroof, leather,
Bluetooth, htd sts., back up cam

BUY
FOR
$13,995

2011 NISSAN 
ROGUE S 
AWD

Stk #1140, 4 cyl., auto, all power, rear spoiler, 34,206 mi.

BUY
FOR
$13,995

2010 NISSAN
ROGUE SL 
AWD

Stk #1222, 4 cyl., sun roof, leather, htd., seats,  
Bluetooth, 16,935 mi.

BUY
FOR $15,995

2011 NISSAN
ROGUE SV 
AWD

Stk #1201, 4 cyl., NAV, SUNROOF, BACK UP CAM, 
BLUETOOTH, 37,084 mi. 

BUY
FOR
$18,995

2012 NISSAN
ALTIMA 
S COUPE

Stk #1297, 20,473 mi., 4 cyl, sunroof, leather, 
Bluetooth, htd. sts., back up cam, bose

BUY
FOR
$18,995

2012 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 
S 4X4

Stk #1279, V6, auto, full power, 7 passenger, alloys, 
running boards, 32,710 mi.

BUY
FOR
$20,995

2010 NISSAN
MURANO SL 
AWD

Stk# 1352, 6 cyl, AUTO, NAV, PANO ROOF, LTHR,
BACK UP CAM, BLUETOOTH, 19,237 mi. 

BUY
FOR
$21,995

2011 NISSAN
ARMADA 
PLATINUM EDT.

Stk #1157, V8, auto, all power, NAV., DVD, moonroof, 
leather, chrome whls, 23,503 mi.

BUY
FOR
$34,995

2005 MITSUBISHI 
GALANT

BUY FOR

$6995

2013 NISSAN
ARMADA AWD 
PLATINUM ED.

BUY FOR

$39,995
Stk #1336, V8, AUTO, FULL POWER, NAV., DVD, LTHR, 

SUNROOF, BLUETOOTH, RVC, 8,055 mi.

Stk #1323, auto, 4 cyl, full power, cd, one owner, 25,532 mi.

2009 VOLKSWAGEN 
TIGUAN 
SE
BUY
FOR
$12,995

Stk #1351, 43,509 mi., 4 cyl, auto, turbo, panoramic roof, alloys, cd, full power

Stk #U46658, 42,142 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, full power

Stk #1332, 34,048 mi., V6, auto, nav, moonroof, leather, back up cam, Bluetooth

SUPER LOW
MILES!

NAVIGATION LIKE NEW

LOW MILES!

LOADED

2010 NISSAN  
SENTRA S

BUY FOR

$9995
Stk #1343, 21,583 mi., 4 cyl., auto, full power, back up sensors, cd

* *
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By Azad Ali
England’s Joe Root’s century and Jos 

Butler’s 99 helped their team to clinch the 
three-match One-Day International Series 
(ODI) (2-1) at the Sir Vivian Richards Sta-
dium in Antigua last week.

England posted a score of 303 for 6 wick-
ets in their 50 overs but that was too much 
for the West Indies as they slumped to 43 for 
4 after eight overs but wicketkeeper Denesh 
Ramdin’s 128 off 109 balls nearly saw the 
hosts pull off an impressive victory.

Ramdin was the last batsman to be 

By Robert Elkin
The first boys high school basketball 

game in the City of New York’s new Bar-
clays Center located in downtown Brooklyn 
matched two of the top teams over recent 
years in the met area in East New York’s 
Thomas Jefferson against Bayside’s Car-
dozo. In addition, playing in the finals of the 
PSAL is nothing new to the schools. 

Last week marked basketball week in 
Brooklyn with not only this Public Schools 
Athletic League but also the Catholic 
Schools circuit. In addition, in the met area 
were post season league tournaments work-
ing toward the NCAA Final Four and NCAA 

By Patrick Horne
The New York Red Bulls lost its MLS 

season opener, 4-1, at the Vancouver 
Whitecaps FC on Saturday in front of 
a sold out crowd of 21,000 at BC Place. 
The Red Bulls were not an organized unit 
and played with no imagination or zest. 

Second half substitute Bradley Wright 
Phillips (91st) scored New York’s lone. 
Vancouver got goals from Kenny Miller 
(34th, 77th), Sebastian Fernandez (49th) 
and Pedro Morales (89th).  The Red Bulls 
host the Colorado Rapids in their home 
opener at Red Bull Arena on Saturday, 

March 15, at 4:00 p.m.
In other MLS games last Saturday, 

forward Joao Plata scored in the 80th 
minute to give 2013 MLS Cup final-
ist Real Salt Lake a 1-0 win over the 
Los Angeles Galaxy. Nick Rimando was 

New York shows no zest in opener

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

Bayside’s Cardozo player Rashond Sal-
nave during a high school basketball 
game at Baruch College in New York.
 AP Photo/Gregory Payan, fi le

New York Red Bulls’ Eric Alexander, left, and Vancouver Whitecaps’ Jordan Harvey vie for the ball during fi rst half MLS 
soccer action in Vancouver, B.C., on Saturday March 8, 2014.  AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Darryl Dyck

Cardozo takes 
the PSAL cup

Windies lose 
to England

BULLS BULLS 
LOSELOSE
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bowled by paceman Tim 
Bresnan (3-45) and West 
Indies were bowled out for 
278 in 47.4 overs.

It was England’s first 
series win in any format 
in seven months, bringing 
some respite after a disap-
pointing tour of Australia.

championships and on the 
National Basketball Asso-
ciation front, the second 
season for the Brooklyn 
Nets and the New York 
Knicks, both of whom 
struggled during the sea-
son.

“This is positive-high 
school city championship 
in the biggest city of the 
world (two great teams 
Cardozo and Jefferson),” 
said Cardozo’s Coach Ron 
Naclerio on media day at 
the host site. 

As a result of the game, 
the winner of the contest, 
Cardozo, advanced into the 
State Tournament coming 
up next weekend. 

Cardozo just edged 
Jefferson, 55-54, for the 
PSAL Class ‘AA’ title and 
won its first league crown 
since 1999. The winning 
team entered the playoffs 
third-seeded, one position 
ahead of Jefferson. Over 
previous years, Madison 
Square Garden hosted this 
prestigious title game, but 
couldn’t do it this year 
because its management 
couldn’t find a suitable 
date not interfering with 
other events.

Trailing by five points 
on a fast break lay-up by 
Patrick Brown with about 
1:30 left in the fourth 
quarter, Cardozo battled 

back to tie at 54-54 on the 
first of two free throws by 
Rashond Salnave with 2.5 
seconds left in regulation 
time. He then made his 
second free throw attempt 
for what proved to be the 
winning margin.

After two time outs 
were called, Kristian 
Mondesir grabbed a defen-
sive rebound for Cardozo 
and Devonte Wilson of 
Jefferson missed a long-
range shot to give the Bay-
side five their second City 
crown under Naclerio’s 
reign at the school.

Salvane was certainly 
nervous on the foul line 
about his clinching free 
throws. 

“I’ve been in those sit-
uations before,” Salvane, 
one of four sophomores on 
Cardozo’s roster, said. “It’s 
just that those situations 
weren’t as big as this ne. 
I knew what I had to do 
and my teammates pushed 
me….(the next one) fell 
through.”

Naclerio praised the 
overall work of the players 
and the team as a whole 
during the regular season 
and the ‘second season.’ 
Prior to the season, the 
team members fell confi-
dent that they would win 
the crown. And they sure 
did it! As they were deter-
mined to.

the hero of the game with 
nine saves, including a Rob-
bie Keane penalty in injury 
time. Costa Rican and RSL 
leading scorer last season, 
Alvaro Saborio, was in the 
lineup. The win is the first 
for new coach Jeff Cassar 
and RSL first in a season-
opener. The Houston Dyna-
mo knocked off the New 
England Revolution, 4-0; 
the Portland Timbers and 
the Philadelphia Union 
played to a 1-1 draw; and 
the Seattle Sounders defeat-
ed the defending champion 
Sporting Kansas City, 1-0, 
on a late goal by new arrival 
Chad Barrett. The MLS saw 
a slew of coaching chang-
es in the off-season as no 
fewer than five teams in 
the Western Conference and 
three in the Eastern Confer-
ence have new bosses. In 
the East, the Chicago Fire, 
the Montreal Impact and 
the Columbus Crew all have 
new leaders, who took to 
the field in debut games last 
Saturday. 

THE CHICAGO FIRE                                                                                                                                          
Canadian Frank Yallop, 

the leader of the Chicago 
Fire, who previously coached 
San Jose Earthquakes, got 
off to a poor start to his Fire 
career, “If you look at the 
game as a whole, we were 
poor. Very disappointing,” 
said Yallop after his first 
game as Chicago’s coach. 
“Having said that, we fought 
back, we kept going, we tied 
the game, and to give up 
a set-piece goal like that is 
poor on our behalf. We got 
to learn from it, we got to 
move on, but I’m very disap-
pointed.”

Yallop was referring to 
last Saturday’s game against 
Chivas USA at the Home 
Depot Center in Carson (CA) 
when his team fell behind, 
2-0, rallied to tie the game 
at 2-2, then gave up a goal 
off a corner kick to lose 3-2. 

Chivas USA, who also has 
a new man at the helm in 
Wilmer Cabrera, took a 2-0 
lead early in the second half 
when Erick Torres scored 
from the penalty spot in 
the 56th minute after Fire 
d s 
committed a foul in the 
goal area, and rookie Tho-
mas McNamara made it 2-0 

in the 59th. Bobby Burling 
headed in the winner in the 
80th minute from a Maurice 
Rosales corner kick.

Yallop, though could be 
proud of his rookie Banji 
Joya, who scored a goal in the 
64th minute off the bench, 
and Quincy Amarikwa, who 
tied the game in the 70th 
minute. Yallop has veter-
an forward Patrick Nyarko, 
who is a proven scorer in 
MLS, and the 2013 MLS 
leading scorer Mike Magee. 
Veterans Logan Pause and 
Chris Rolfe return to the 
Fire and USA national goal-
keeper Shawn Johnson is 
also back for the Fire.

MONTREAL IMPACT 
Frank Klopas, who 

coached the Chicago Fire 
to the Eastern Conference 
playoffs with top scorer 
Mike Magee, now leads the 
Montreal Impact, who has 
another sharpshooter in 
Italian import Marco Di 
Vaio; the Italian scored 20 
goals last year and was the 
center of the Impact attack.

Klopas won’t have to 
depend solely on Di Vaio this 
season; he has alternative 

scoring weapons in new-
c , 
a 21-year-old striker for the 
Uruguayan national team, 
returnees Sanna Nyassi and 
Felipe Martins, and Justin 
Mapp, an MLS veteran who 
followed Klopas from Chi-
cago. 

Canadian internation-
al and one of the MLS’s 
best midfielders, Patrice 
Bernier returned to solidify 
midfield with Hernan Ber-
nardello. The Impact’s big-
gest lost was Italian nation-
al team veteran defender 
Alessandro Nesta, who did 
not re-sign. MLS veterans, 
defender Davy Arnaud and 
goal keeper Troy Perkins 
will anchor the defense.  

Montreal lost it season 
opener, 3-2, to FC Dallas, 
another team with a new 
leader. Oscar Pareda, who 
came over from Colorado 
Rapids, got off to a good 
start in his Dallas home 
debut at Toyota Stadium. 
Dallas got goal from Blas 
Perez (23rd ), Jair Berni-
tez and Maura Diaz; Mon-
treal’s scoring came from 
Sanna Nyassi and Andrew 
Wenger.

Continued from page 55 

Continued from page 55 

Continued from page 55 

England’s Joe Root plays a shot as West Indies’ 
wicketkeeper Denesh Ramdin tries to catch during 
their third one-day international cricket match at 
the Sir Vivian Richards Cricket Ground in St. John’s, 
Antigua.    AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan

New York Red Bulls’ Ibrahim Sekagya, left, of Uganda, and Vancouver Whitecaps’ Darren Mattocks, of Jamaica, 
vie for the ball during fi rst half MLS soccer game action in Vancouver, B.C., on Saturday March 8, 2014.  
 AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Darryl Dyck

Red Bulls played with no zest

Windies’ loss

Cardozo win
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$149LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

CHEROKEE LATITUDE

$25,495BUY
FOR

Auto, Stk #JT14330, MSRP $30,475. *Lease for $149/mo. for 39 mos. @ 7,500 
miles/yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest  cash included.

*

Spoiler, Fog Lights, 4WD, Power Heated Mirrors Available

$129LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  C H R Y S L E R

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$29,995$BUY
FOR

Auto, Stk #CT1445, MSRP $34,800. *Lease for $129/mo. for 36 mos. @ 7,500 
miles/yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest  cash included.

*

Leather, Navigation, Dual Zone AC, Entertainment System Available

OR

OR

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

$179LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

GRAND CHEROKEE
 LAREDO

Auto, Stk #JT14137, MSRP $36,780. *Lease for $179/mo. for 36 mos. @ 7,500 
miles/yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest  cash included.

*

*

Dual Zone AC, Heated Seats, Power Liftgate, Roof Rails Available

PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

2013 CHRYSLER 200
STK# P0603, 20K MILES

Sunroof, Cruise,
Satellite Radio,
ABS, A/C,
Auto Headlights

$14,980

Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles 
2013 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T
STK# P0492, 12K MILES

Navigation, 
Heated F. Seats,
Leather, Spoiler,
Bluetooth

$32,990

2013 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
STK# PO605, 25K MILES

Backup Camera, 
Bluetooth, DVD,
Leather, 3rd Row,
Dual Zone A/C

$21,900
K I N G S  C H R Y S L E R  J E E P  D O D G E  R A M

K I N G S C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338

*Customers must qualify for Tier 1 credit. All taxes and fees not included. Must qualify for all 
rebates. †Not all will qualify. See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) # 1435478 

Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) # 7114167. Offers expire 3/31/14.

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
We Work Hard to Get You Pre-Approved!

DON’T MISS OURKINGTASTICDEALS!

DON’T MISS OUR KINGTASTICDEALS!

 
OFF MSRP

up to

on select  models†

$6,000$6,000$6,000
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THEME: MARCH MADNESS

ACROSS
1. “Haste makes waste,” e.g.
6. Helicopter landing
9. Deadly slitherers
13. Bad car
14. Pub offering
15. Do this or forever hold your 
peace
16. Say pretty please
17. Junior’s junior
18. Down and out
19. *Sweet number in March
21. *Point and shooting players
23. Coltrane’s woodwind
24. Not in favor of
25. Final, abbr.
28. Essen basin
30. Firstborn
35. Story part
37. Plenty
39. 6 in 1/6
40. Fill to satisfaction
41. Pisa attraction
43. Not far
44. Correct
46. Japanese stringed instrument
47. Any of several languages of 
Celts
48. It’s to be brushed off
50. Invitation letters
52. England’s favorite drink in 

French
53. Exclamation of disgust
55. Diamond stat
57. Gluteus, pl.
60. *Grid
64. Grassy plain
65. *What teams do
67. Brownish gray
68. Fluorescent red dye
69. Down with the flu
70. Blew it
71. Wild goat
72. Red Cross bed
73. Midway attractions

DOWN
1. “The Sound of Music” backdrop
2. Kosher establishment
3. Unacceptable to some mer-
chants
4. *As opposed to heroes
5. Ingratiate
6. Sacrificed for gain?
7. Formerly Cassius Clay
8. Condescend
9. Copycat
10. *One of basketball sixteen
11. Stationer’s stock
12. *NCAA’s Big ___ Conference
15. Escargot
20. Feel like a champ
22. Shoshonean

24. MOMA display

25. *A #16 over a #1, e.g.

26. Andean pack animal

27. Luggage handler, e.g.

29. *Kind of shot down low

31. Eat

32. Make an effort

33. Money under mattress

34. *Value outside the arc

36. Backpacker’s shelter

38. Best of 5 of these in 

men’s tennis

42. Red _____

45. *Opening round locale in OH

49. To feel regret

51. Chatterbox

54. Kind of duty

56. Ticks and mites and such

57. Lump

58. Function as a laser

59. Computer operating system, 

not Windows

60. Aaron Rodgers’ mimed 

accessory

61. Kurdistan native

62. D’Artagnan’s weapon of choice

63. Kennedy and Turner

64. Waikiki wear

66. United Nations labor agency
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The People’s Playground’s al-
cohol content is about to rise!

The company behind 
Coney Island Lager will 
soon debut a full-scale 
brewery in the beer’s 
namesake neighbor-
hood.

The craft-brewer 
Alchemy — a subsid-
iary of Boston Brewery, 
which produces Sam 
Adams — said that 
plans are underway to 

create a space where you can 
drink beer there on the prem-
ises and where we can supply beer 
to the New York City area,” said 
manager Mike Sheehan.

The brewery could include a 
bar and will definitely feature a 
tasting room, he said.

Coney Island Lager began as 
an offshoot of San Francisco’s 
Shmaltz Brewing Company, 
and  operated out of Sideshows 
by the Seashore  at the corner 

of W. 12th Street and Surf 
Avenue from 2011 to 2012. 
The freakshow’s owner, 

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

THE WAR ON CARS

Coney beer co. 
plots big return

ting drivers with the rarely 
enforced charge of failure to 
yield to a pedestrian, accord-
ing to police. Only instead of 

camping out near crosswalks to 
watch for the countless infrac-
tions that occur in a given hour, 
the precinct had undercover 
cops pose as hapless walk-
ers. However they did it, the 
car crackdown is a step in the 
right direction, road safety ac-
tivists say.

“Drivers are supposed to 

Yield to the shield
Park Slope police stage crosswalk sting

Sammy Tunis shows off Egg’s beloved country ham biscuit with 
grits.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Egg is about to get a bigger car-
ton. 

The owner of Egg, the wildly popu-
lar Williamsburg breakfast and brunch 
spot, plans to move the operation into 
the larger digs that currently house 
his other eatery Parish Hall, which 
he will shut down. 

“This space is smaller than we 

would like it to be,” said Egg chef 
Evan Hanczor of his current accom-
modations. “People have to wait for 
a long time and there is not enough 
room for prep. It will be great to have 
more room.”

Parish Hall opened two years ago 
on N. Third Street, serving lunch and 
dinner, but it never gained the popular-
ity of Egg, which has consistently had 

A popular W’burg brunch spot 
cannibalizes its upscale offspring

HASH FLOW

BEHIND THE CITY’S NEW CLAMPDOWN ON DRIVERS

Drivers beware. That guy taking his time crossing the 
street could be a cop.

MEAN
Streets

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The city plans to narrow several 
blocks of Kent Avenue to keep drivers 
from speeding after exiting the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway. 

The traffic calming proposal for the 
stretch of road between Williamsburg 
Street West and Clymer Street was 
prompted in part by the March deaths 
of Raizy and Nathan Glauber, newly-
weds who were driving down Kent Av-
enue when a speeding cabbie hit them 

on Wilson Avenue. One Williamsburg 
resident praised the changes. 

“It will cause inconvenience, but if 
it saves lives, it is a good thing,” said 
James Planert, who often walks along 
the avenue. 

The proposed tweaks include mov-
ing the Williamsburg Bridge–bound 
bike lane off the sidewalk to create a 
two-way bike path on the East River 
side of the road. 

The bike highway would be sepa-

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Clinton Hill drivers will soon be hit-
ting the brakes.

The city plans to set up a traffic-calm-
ing “slow zone” for the area bounded by 
Washington, Lafayette, and Bedford av-
enues, and Fulton Street. The proposal 

Reducing 
speeds

Clinton Hill could soon get 
more speed humps like this 
one on Washington Avenue.

Clinton Hill Kent Avenue at BQE exit

Narrowing streets

East shiver
The latest blast of Arctic weather sent gigantic ice chunks flowing along the East Riv-
er’s Brooklyn shoreline last week. 

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

What does an ugly duckling 
grow up to become in New York? 
A dead swan, that’s what — if 
the state gets its way!

Albany has declared the mute 
swan an enemy of the state and 

plans to eradicate the menace 
by 2025.

The state’s Department of En-
vironmental Conservation’s re-
cently released “Mute Swan Man-
agement Plan,” labels the bird an 
invasive species that hurts the en-
vironment and calls for the elimi-

nation of the per-swan-a non gra-
ta’s free-ranging population in 
the state.

“This plan supports actions 
by DEC to eliminate free-rang-
ing mute swans from New York 
by 2025,” the department’s web-

Swans are latest target
State: Elegant waterfowl fouling ecosystem

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Turn off that devil music!
Members of the Russian pro-

test punk group Pussy Riot are 
set to make their first post-prison 
appearance in the United States 
at the Barclays Center in Feb-
ruary, but one local priest does 
not want those heretics anywhere 
near his flock.

“This is satanic,” said Arch-
priest Serge Lukianov of the Or-
thodox New Martyrs and Con-
fessors of Russia Church in 
Bensonhurst.

The anarchist rockers made 
headlines in 2012 when the Rus-
sian authorities arrested three of 
them for filming a raucous anti–
Vladmir Putin music video in a 
Russian Orthodox Church ca-
thedral in Moscow. The group 
became a cause celebre over the 
course of the trio’s subsequent 

Says ‘satanic’ Russian band not welcome at Barclays Center
are making them into heroes,” 
he said. “Anyone who desecrates 
a church, synagogue, or mosque 
is not a hero.”

International civil liberties or-
ganizations, including Amnesty 
International, say the two years 
Nadezhda “Nadva” Tolokonnik-
ova and Maria “Masha” Alyokh-
ina spent in prison in Mordovia, 
a Russian colony, were an un-
just attack on political speech. 
Not Lukianov.

“They have their own opin-
ion, but to desecrate the holiest 
of holy churches is completely 
out of line,” the priest said.

Another prominent Russian 
took a more tempered view.

Pussy Riot has the right to 
protest wherever it wants, but 
probably should not have picked 
a beloved cathedral for their now-
famous performance, according to 

Priest reads Pussy Riot Act

(Left) Pussy Riot member Nadezhda Tolokonnikova made 
this devilish gesture in a Mordovian court halfway through 
her two-year prison bid. (Right) Archpriest Serge Lukianov 
wants the band to steer clear of his borough.

trial and imprisonment on hoo-
liganism charges. Two are now 
fresh out of the pokey — the third 
was released in 2012 — and plan-
ning to say a few words at the Feb. 
5 Amnesty International concert 

in Prospect Heights. But Luki-
anov says their message of pro-
test against the church and its 
role in government is nothing 
to celebrate. 

“It is appalling that people 

The Department of Environmental Protection has 
marked the beautiful mute swan for extermination.

By Danielle Furfaro bid to keep open the Swinging 

Eminent domain — for good
W’burg pol pitches seizure as solution to senior center woes

See EGG  on page 9See KENT  on page 8See CLINTON  on page 8

See STING  on page 8

See RIOT  on page 9

See SWANS  on page 9

Your Neighborhood – Your News      Now Including Park Slope Courier, Carroll Gardens/Cobble Hill Courier, Brooklyn Heights Courier & Williamsburg Courier

SERVING GOWANUS, PARK SLOPE, PROSPECT HEIGHTS, WINDSOR TERRACE, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS, DUMBO, METROTECH, BOERUM HILL, CARROLL GARDENS, COBBLE HILL, RED HOOK, WILLIAMSBURG & GREENPOINT

BROOKLYNJan. 24-30 2014

BY MEGAN RIESZThis former Park Slope law-
yer beat the system and now she 
is confi dent she can beat cancer.Lynne Stewart, 74, has breast 

cancer and  was released from fed-eral prison on Jan. 1  af-ter serving four years of a 10-year sentence for c o m m u n i -cating on behalf of her client, blind cleric Sheik 
Omar Abdel-Rahman, who was 
convicted of plotting to blow up 
New York landmarks including 
the United Nations and Lincoln 
Tunnel. A federal judge signed 
off on her get-out-of-jail-free card 
at the recommendation of the jus-
tice department and the prisons 
bureau, saying that she is close 
to death — an August court fi l-
ing by her lawyers said she has 18 
months to live — but the newly-
freed fi rebrand said she has big 
plans, diagnosis be damned.“There are people in every city 

in this country who care about 
me, and I intend to contact them, 
speak out, and get people orga-
nized,” Stewart said. “My really 
important goal is to work on the 
plight of men and women who are 

BY MEGAN RIESZThe city reduced the speed 
limit on Prospect Park West to 
25-miles-per-hour last Friday as 
part of Mayor DeBlasio’s push 
to bring citywide traffi c deaths 
down to zilch.The surprise change came  two 

days after the city started issuing tick-ets from speed cameras in school zones as part of the S l o p e r - i n -chief’s road safety agenda . Slope activists, including the par-
ents of a 12-year-old boy killed 
by a van on the road in October 
2013, have been pushing for a 20 
mile-per-hour cap on residential 
streets citywide, but said they will 

Activists win 
speed battle

Continued on page 20

Continued on page 20

P’PARK WEST GOES SLOWER
vs. cancer
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN

People’s Playground leaders 

say a new facility for the hearing-

impaired on Surf Avenue is vio-

lating the amusement district’s 

building codes — but the center’s 

founders say they just want a fair 

hearing.
Coney advocates claim that the 

new Deaf and Wellness Recreation 

Center under construction at the 

corner of W. 12th Street runs afoul 

Cops nab 
‘knockout’ 

suspect
BY COLIN MIXSON

Cops busted a 35-year-old 

Brownsville man suspected in a 

string of ambush attacks across 

Brooklyn that were supposedly 

part of the so-called “knockout 

game.”
The suspect, Barry Baldwin, 

has been charged with allegedly 

cold-cocking fi ve women — two 

of whom were over 70 years old 

— across three neighborhoods, 

according to a spokesman for Dis-

trict Attorney Ken Thompson.

The 35-year-old tough guy, who 

would allegedly creep up behind 

his female victims before punch-

ing them in the back of the head, 

is also the main suspect in two 

additional attack attempts — one 

of which cops say was a pathetic 

whiff.
But the city is prosecuting 

Baldwin only for attacks in which 

he was allegedly able to make con-

tact and actually physically harm 

a woman, according a complaint 

Continued on page 17

PUNCHED OUTBiz gives 
Coney a 
bellyache 

Thanks, Hercules!

see pages 2 and 3

Continued on page 17
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The borough of churches wel-comed a Portuguese saint this December — 782 years after his death.

The faithful visited the relics of Saint Anthony of Padua — a rib and a layer of his cheek — at two Brooklyn churches this month, as the sacred remains completed an international tour.
The fl esh and bone of the Lisbon-born monk — one of the fi rst Franciscans — came to Ben-sonhurst’s Most Precious Blood Church on Dec. 7 and Dyker Heights’ Basilica Regina Pacis on Dec. 15,  along with a metal bust of the saint and an image of Pope Francis, who may have drawn in-spiration from the 13th-century fi gure. 

Experts point out that the newly elected Holy Father led a procession bearing the relics through Buenos Aires in 2000, as Archbishop Jorge Mario Bergo-glio. On ascending to the papacy in March 2013, Bergoglio became the fi rst Pope to take the name of the founder of the order to which Saint Anthony belonged — a sign of his dedication to the charitable principles of the Franciscan or-der.
“The Pope was deeply inspired by both Saint Anthony and Saint Francis’s love, care and con-cern for the poor and marginal-Continued on page 19

Greenspace 
planned for 

Brigham Street
BY COLIN MIXSON

The city has plans to turn a blighted spot in Sheepshead Bay into a lush new park with a play-ground for the kids.
The  shabby, overgrown lot at Brigham Street and Emmons Av-enue will get a $3.65 million make-over to transform it into the long-awaited Brigham Street Park to serve the boom in families mov-ing into the neighborhood.

“Many kids have moved into the high rise buildings in the im-mediate vicinity and it is critical that we fi nd a safe venue for them to exercise and play,” said depart-ing Councilman Lew Fidler (D–Canarsie), who funded the project from his discretionary budget.The Parks Department says the park’s design is only a draft, but Fidler described the designs Continued on page 19
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LUSH LIFE: Brigham Park will have plenty of trees and grassy picnic areas. New York City Parks Department
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN

The city wants your table 

scraps.
Bay Ridge will be the next 

laboratory for the city’s new food-

waste recycling program — which 

the Department of Sanitation says 

will mean less trash and more 

cash.
Starting in April, all single 

family houses and rental build-

ings of nine or fewer units be-

tween 74th and 101st streets and 

from Shore Road to Seventh Ave-

nue will get brown 13- or 21-gallon 

bins for their food waste — and 

Ridgites will be asked to separate 

their kitchen scraps just like they 

do with recyclables.

Sorting out leftovers — as well 

as food-stained paper plates, nap-

kins, coffee fi lters, and tea bags 

— along with existing plastic and 

metal recycling measures, will 

mean almost no actual trash to 

drag to the curb, according to 

Deputy Sanitation Commissioner 

Ron Gonen. 

“You’re not going to have that 

much refuse left, and that’s our 

goal,” Gonen told Community 

Board 10 on Jan. 13.

It’s an early phase in a plan 

that Gonen says will slash the 

amount of trash the city pays to 

bury in out-of-state landfi lls, sav-

ing $85 million a year.

Continued on page 13

CB10 wants traffi c agents 

but city offers new signals

BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Could a traffi c agent point the 

way out of Bay Ridge’s dysfunc-

tion junction?

Community Board 10 is calling 

on the police department’s traffi c 

enforcement arm to place agents 

at the problematic 86th Street and 

Fourth Avenue intersection — but 

the traffi c cops are recommend-

ing red-arrow turn lights instead.

The CB10 met with heads of 

the NYPD Transportation Bu-

reau on Jan. 8 to urge them to 

assign enforcement agents to the 

intersection in order to curb colli-

sions — of which there have been 

66 as of since 2012, making it the 

second-most-dangerous intersec-

tion in all of Bay Ridge and Dyker 

Heights. 

Leaders of the neighborhood 

board blamed the perilous envi-

ronment on illegal habits which 

they argued a police presence 

would help deter.

“It is an area of serious jay-

walking, speeding, cars double-

parking and blocking buses,” said 

Doris Cruz, chairwoman of CB10’s 

traffi c and transportation com-

mittee. “We need some help.”

But enforcement offi cials 

warned that the large intersec-

tion would require three agents 

to monitor — and the bureau has 

just 186 agents for all of Brook-

lyn, lower Manhattan, and Staten 

Island. The traffi c chiefs instead 

recommended red-arrow turn 

lights for Fourth Avenue in both 

Continued on page 17
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By Bert Wilkinson

In the past two weeks, authori-

ties in Trinidad with the help of an 

unusually large group of DEA, FBI 

and other American federal agents 

have been trying to track down 

the players behind a major cocaine 

shipment from the Caribbean island 

to Norfolk, Virginia now that they 

know that similarly large shipments 

have been entering the U.S. since 

2011.
Earlier this month, customs 

and border-patrol agents in Virgin-

ia stumbled on a shipment of 732 

pounds of cocaine with a street 

value of over $100M concealed in 

grapefruit juice cans. 

The cans bore the label of S. M. 

Jaleel, a prominent Trinidad manu-

facturing company; but for now, 

investigators say, the firm is not the 

main target in their probe, as there 

is some evidence that the smugglers 

have used products and registra-

tion names from dormant and even 

active companies to hide their real 

identity.
But even as the Feds are prepar-

ing to ask local courts to hand down 

indictments against a few promi-

nent businessmen, there has been 

a bizarre twist to the probe as the 

British are asking to be officially 

listed as investigators in the wid-

ening international probe. This is 

so because a Joromie Lewis, 33, a 

Trinidad in the spotlight

By Nelson A. King

Local members of the US 

House of Representatives and the 

U.S. Senate, and the New York 

City Council are among the elect-

ed officials who have commend-

ed President Barack Obama for 

addressing the issue of compre-

hensive immigration reform in his 

State of the Union Address. 

“A policy of comprehensive 

immigration reform will also sup-

port our economy by preventing 

the exploitation of workers who 

lack legal status, despite -- in some 

instances, some who have lived in 

the United States for almost their 

entire lives,”  US. Rep. Yvette D. 

Clarke, a Brooklyn Democrat of 

Caribbean heritage, told Carib-

bean Life.
In his address to the members 

of Congress Tuesday night, the 

president urged the elected offi-

cials to enact immigration reform 

that would allow the more than 

10 million immigrants living in 

the country without legal status, 

to apply for temporary legal status 

and eventually, U.S. citizenship.

Earlier, in a joint letter with Ari-

zona Congressman Raúl M. Grijal-
Continued on Page 4
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Turn off that devil music!Members of the Russian protest punk group Pussy Riot are set to make their fi rst post-prison appearance in the United States at the Barclays Center in Febru-ary, but one local priest does not want those heretics any-where near his fl ock.

“This is satanic,” said Archpriest Serge Lukianov of the Orthodox New Mar-tyrs and Confessors of Rus-sia Church in Bensonhurst.The anarchist rockers made headlines in 2012 when the Russian authorities ar-rested three of them for fi lming a raucous anti-Vlad-mir Putin music video in a 

Russian Orthodox Church cathedral in Moscow. The group became a cause cel-ebre over the course of the trio’s subsequent trial and imprisonment on hooligan-ism charges. Two are now fresh out of the pokey — the third was released in 2012 — and planning to say a few 

The People’s Playground’s alco-
hol content is about to rise!The company behind Coney Is-

land Lager will soon debut a full-
scale brewery in the beer’s name-
sake neighborhood.The craft-brewer Alchemy — 

a subsidiary of Boston Brewery, 
which produces Sam Adams — said 
that plans are underway to start 
mixing the

provements e Parkway-Gil 
 last year torm swept ll and doused systems with 

Parkway ur-lane bridge h Channel 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6

What does an ugly duckling 
grow up to become in New York?  
A dead swan, that’s what — if the 
state gets its way!Albany has declared the mute 

swan an enemy of the state and 
plans to eradicate the menace by 
2025.

The state’s Department of 
Environmental Conservation’s 
recently released “Mute Swan 
Management Plan,” labels the 
bird an invasive species that 
hurts the environment and calls 
for the elimination of the per-
swan-a non grata’s free-ranging 
population in the state.

“This plan supports actions 
by DEC to eliminate free-rang-
ing mute swans from New York 
by 2025,” the department’s web-
site reads.

The bird, which can weigh up 
to 25 pounds and is New York’s 
largest fowl, has become ubiqui-
tous along Southern Brooklyn’s 
waterfront and Prospect Park 
is home to nine of the birds, ac-
cording to the anti-fowl-slaugh-
ter group Goosewatch NYC. Mute swans are a particularly 

common sight in Sheepshead 
Bay, where  one unfortunate 
feathered friend was discovered Continued on page 6
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DEVIL MUSIC:

PER-SWAN-A NON GRATA:
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SONG
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.
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