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By Vinette K. Pryce
Brooklynites reveled in a bragfest 

that celebrated the 28th annual and 
largest gathering marking the birthday 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by laud-
ing historical firsts which out-distances 
four boroughs that comprise the city’s 
demographics. Inside the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music – located a stone’s 
throw from the news-magnet Barclays 
Center – Brooklyn’s finest proved the 
best attraction and most significant 
venue to “Come share The Dream” and 
85th birthday anniversary of Dr. MLK.

With Mayor Bill Deblasio and wife 
Chirlayne McCray leading a cheer-
leading team featuring Sen. Charles 
Schumer, Brooklyn District Attorney 
Ken Thompson, US Rep. Hakeem Jef-
fries, NYPD Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton and keynote speaker Angela Davis, 
Eric Adams, the first African-American 
Brooklyn borough president kicked off 
a morning of praise to Dr. King com-

bining tributes to South African Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela and a borough 
that boasts milestone achievements in 
politics and culture.

“Earth is not the center of the uni-
verse ... Brooklyn is,” Adams said in 
dispute of Ptolemy’s theory.

On a day annually devoted to cel-
ebration of America’s best-known King, 
the history-making borough presi-
dent thanked his constituency and his 
predecessor Marty Markowitz before 
launching into a series of introductions 
to emcee the celebration.

“I will never be able to fill Marty’s 
shoes but I bring my own pair.”

The SRO crowd cheered the bold 
commentary which defines the past 
and current leaders.

“I am the first senator from Brook-
lyn in 100 years,” Sen. Schumer fol-
lowed. “

Cheers swelled from the rafters 

On King Day Brooklyn’s Finest 
Stole The Show at BAM

Continued on Page 4
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The 2014 appearance of a Jamaican national team  at the Salt Lake City Winter Olym-
pics in Park City, Utah on Feb. 8 is a re-emergence since 2002 when bobsled driver 
Winston Watts and Lascelles Brown (in picture) fi nished 28th at the Salt Lake City 
Games held here in the US.See Story on Page 8.   (AP Photo/Joe Cavaretta)

By Bert Wilkinson
Just when everyone thought 

that the 2009 case involving 
several police officers who 
had burned the genitals of a 
13-year-old murder suspect 
was the worst ever incident of 
alleged police brutality or tor-
ture, the country is once again 
dealing with allegations that 
a young but apparently unsta-

ble officer used a police baton 
to sodomize a young detainee 
during interrogation into an 
alleged burglary in November.

In the latest case that only 
came to light in the past 
week thanks to the investiga-
tive work of prominent attor-
ney and human rights activist 
Nigel Hughes, the allegation is 
that the officer not only beat 

Colwyn Harding, 23, uncon-
scious while probing a burglary 
case but also had shoved a 
baton covered with a condom 
up his rectum, severely damag-
ing him.

Health Minister Bheri Ram-
sarran told parliament last 
week that while authorities are 
refuting the specific allegations 

 Gross Guyana Human Rights Abuse

Cool runnings again

BRAGG’N 
ABOUT 
B’KLYN
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Caribbean
A new United Nations report says 

economic growth in Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean declined this 
year but is predicted to improve 
over the next two years.

According to the UN’s World 
Economic Situation and Prospects 
2014 to be launched in January, 
growth in Latin America and the 
Caribbean decelerated in 2013, to 
a pace of 2.6 per cent.

The report, however, forecast 
growth in the region to improve 
to 3.6 and 4.1 per cent in 2014 and 
2015, respectively.

“Growth in the Caribbean has 
been hampered by weak exter-
nal demand, for the tourism sec-
tor in particular, 
and weaker com-
modity prices, 
but is expected to 
strengthen in the 
outlook,” it said.

The report said the regional fis-
cal position “slightly deteriorated” 
last year, adding that public debt 
“remains high in the Caribbean 
countries”.

However, it said many countries 
retain space for countercyclical 
policies.

The UN report said infla-
tion outlook was “fairly stable, 
although inflation is expected to 
accelerate somewhat in 2013 amid 
more accommodative monetary 
policies in some countries.”

Antigua
The cash-strapped regional air-

line, LIAT, said it would hold talks 
with the Eastern Caribbean Civil 
Aviation Authority (ECCAA) after 
it had been slapped with a notice 
of penalty in connection with an 
incident that occurred on Nov. 2, 
last year.

LIAT gave no details regarding 
the incident but said it was review-
ing the findings with its advisors 
and would engage ECCAA in dis-
cussions.

“LIAT is com-
mitted to a fair 
resolution of the 
matter based on 
full and frank 
disclosure by all parties. The safe-
ty and security of our passengers 
remains LIAT’s top priority and 
LIAT continues to operate in full 
and strict compliance with the 
Civil Aviation Regulations and its 
operating procedures and manu-
als,” the airline said.

LIAT said that these matters 

remain under review by the air-
line and discussions with ECCAA, 
noting “it would therefore be inap-
propriate to make further public 
comment at this time.”

Bahamas
Two senior police officers are 

saying that the resumption of 
capital punishment (hangings) 
would make a difference in The 
Bahamas, although one doubted 
it would make as big a difference 
as some people think. 

“There are some persons, pris-
on is for them,” said Superin-
tendent Stephen Dean, who was 
suggesting that 
these kinds of 
criminals don’t 
mind being in 
prison. No form 
of rehabilitation can do anything 
for them. There are some situa-
tions where the only thing that 
can stop a criminal and put him to 
rest is capital punishment. 

“It works and it also has an 
effect on others because right now 
what criminals are seeing is that 
I can get off… I can get out on 
bail.” Dean and Central Detective 
Unit (CDU) Chief Superintendent 
Paul Rolle were guests on a Baha-

mian radio talk show hosted by 
Jeff Lloyd.

 Lloyd asked them if they 
thought capital punishment would 
make a difference in the country. 
Rolle said, while he believes capital 
punishment would make a differ-
ence, it may not create the level of 
deterrence that some people want 
to see.

Guyana
A Trinidadian-born Canadi-

an citizen is to re-appear in the 
Georgetown Magistrates’ Court in 
Guyana next month after he was 
refused bail on a charge of traf-
ficking in narcotics.

The court was told recently that 
Edward James, 
56, had been 
arrested after 
nearly 20 pounds 
of cocaine had 
been found in the 
false bottom of his suitcases at 
the Cheddi Jagan International 
Airport.

James was an in-transit pas-
senger on the Caribbean Airways 
flight to Canada.

Haiti
The National Identification 

Office announced recently a gov-
ernment of Haiti initiative to reg-
ister and deliver identification 
cards to Haitians living in the 
Diaspora, at a time when the situ-
ation of many undocumented Hai-
tians, in difficulty in a foreign 
land, is widely debated.

The director general of the 
National Identification Office 
(ONI), Jean-Baptiste Saint-Cyr said 
his office is working with some of 
Haiti’s embassies abroad to regis-
ter and deliver identification cards 
to hundreds of 
thousands of 
Haitians living 
abroad.

“We developed, 
in close collabora-
tion with departments concerned, 
a plan to identify Haitians living 
abroad,” Saint-Cyr told HCNN.

“We visited the Turks and Caicos 
Islands, the Dominican Republic 
and other neighboring islands to 
materialize this project,” said St 
Cyr, explaining that he already 
had meetings with Haitian con-
suls and ambassadors abroad on 
the issue.

The key ministries are the Min-
istry of Haitians Living Abroad, 
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 

and of Justice, which deals with 
civil status issues.

“This is a promise that we made 
and we are working accordingly,” 
said Saint Cyr, promising to make 
every effort to issue cards that will 
allow Haitians living abroad to 
identify themselves.

Many Haitians living in sev-
eral countries in the region do not 
have identity documents issued by 
the Haitian state, while the state 
to which they emigrated denies 
them any documents that allow 
them to function, as they are una-
ble to prove who they are.

A significant number of Hai-
tians living in the Dominican 
Republic are in this situation and 
the Haitian government is com-
mitted to provide these Haitians 
with identification documents 
that are required.

This commitment was reit-
erated recently at a meeting of 
the bilateral high-level commit-
tee, established by Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic, to solve the 
migration problem, among other 
things.

Jamaica
Local Lobby group, Citizens’ 

Action for Principle and Integ-
rity (CAPI) has urged the Portia 
Simpson-Miller led administration 
and the opposition Jamaica Labor 
Party (JLP) to be more respon-
sive in addressing the problem 
of crime in the New Year. In a 
statement recently, co-convener 
of the group, Dennis Meadows said 
the current dialogue by both par-
ties over Jamaica’s crime situation 
does not facili-
tate “well-needed 
solutions to the 
problem.” 

He said succes-
sive governments 
have always taken a short-term 
and reactive approach to the issue, 
rather than pursuing sustainable 
and proactive policies aimed at 
addressing its root causes.

Meadows added that crime is a 
disincentive to economic growth 
and flourishes in an environment 
where its perpetrators feel they 
can act with impunity.

In proposing a crime-prevention 
strategy through the setting up of 
a reserve cohort of the Jamaica 
Constabulary Force, Meadows said 
this will go a far way in improv-
ing the current ratio of police to 
citizens, which stands at 297 per 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

As people go about their daily lives, the poor would always be at a disadvantage. See Story on 
Page 8. Photo by Desmond Brown/IPS

Continued on Page 14

Climate Change and its Ill-Effects!
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By Nelson A. King 
The Brooklyn-based 

St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines’ Ex-Teachers Asso-
ciation of New York, Inc. 
on Sunday bestowed spe-
cial honors on stalwart 
community advocates 
James Cordice and God-
frey Pitt, and recognized 
former national football-
er (soccer player) Lennox 
Duncan.

The sell-out, gala cere-
mony took place at Grand 
Prospect Hall in Brook-
lyn during the group’s 
31st anniversary celebra-
tion, which is also held 
annually on the Sunday 
before the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s public 
holiday.

“Congratulations to 
our two honorees!” Jack-
son Farrell, president of 
the St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines’ Ex-Teachers 
Association of New York, 
Inc., told patrons in his 
introductory remarks. 

“They both deserve it 
(honor),” he added at the 
event, attended by U.N. 
Amb. I. Rhonda King, U.S. 
Consul General Selmon 
Walters and his deputy 
Edson Augustus. “Later, 
we’re going to show our 
appreciation to Mr. Len-
nox Duncan.”

Farrell – a long-stand-
ing teacher in New York’s 
sprawling public school 
system and an ex-teacher 
in his homeland – sub-
sequently told Caribbean 
Life that Cordice and Pitt 
have done “impressive” 
work in the community. 

He also said Duncan 

– who, with his brother, 
Ainsley “Teerie” Duncan, 
represented the St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines 
national soccer team in 
the midfield position – 
has been a staunch sup-
porter of the group over 
the years.

Cordice – the architect 
behind St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines’ partici-
pation in the illustrious 
Penn Relays at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and 
mastermind behind the 
flying of the Vincentian 
national flag on the Ben-
jamin Franklin Parkway 
in Philadelphia – dedicat-
ed his award to his mom, 
Liliath Cordice, who 
turned 88 last month.  

“It is really moving 
when I think about being 
honored by my teachers, 
who inspired and nur-
tured me to become the 
man I am today,” Cordice, 
who spent the Christmas 
holidays at home with his 
mom and other family 
members, told Caribbean 
Life.  

“My mom will always 
be my ultimate teacher,” 
added the former presi-
dent of the Philadelphia-
based St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Organization 
of Pennsylvania. “She 
will always be my anchor, 
because she understands 
me. 

“Teachers are also gifts 
from God, and I am very 
thankful to be honored 
by my teachers,” he con-
tinued.”

By Lem Peterkin
The 29th Annual Family Celebration of Dr. 

Martin Luther King’s birthday took place at 
Medgar Evers College on Monday, Feb. 20.

Both Borough President Eric Adams and 
Medgar Evers College President Rudy Crew 
spoke. Adams presented an award to the cul-
tural group, Ifetayo. Other attendees includ-
ed Public Advocate Letitia James and former 
NYC Comptroller John Liu, as well as Assem-
blymember Annette Robinson.

Twenty one prize-winning students from 
elementary, middle and high schools pre-
sented portions of essays and poetry. The 
three winning artistic creations were on 
display as well.

A tribute to the late Congressman Major 
Owens was presented via video created by 
Medgar Evers College. The Congressman’s 
eldest son, Chris, was the event’s Master of 
Ceremonies, and the youngest son, Millard, 
spoke as well.

The Central Brooklyn Martin Luther King 
Commission is currently an all-volunteer 
non-profit organization dedicated to using 
inspiration as a way to improve educational 
outcomes in Brooklyn.

The 2014 awardees of the Central Brooklyn Martin Luther King Com-
mission. Photo by Lem Peterkin

From left: Jackson Farrell, Lennox Duncan, Dr. Ann 
Morris Sutherland, Amb. King, Consul General Wal-
ters and Edward Conliff. Photo by Nelson A. King

The Ifetayo Youth Ensemble performing at the 29th Annual Family Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King’s birth-
day at Medgar Evers College. Photo by Lem Peterkin

MLK CELEBRATIONS AT 
MEDGAR EVERS COLLEGE

SVG teachers 
honor nationals
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of the two-tiered Brooklyn 
landmark as the senator con-
tinued to shower platitudes 
on the “city within a city.” 

According to Sen. Schum-
er, the King birthday tributes 
are a staple calendar item he 
has attended annually, except 
for last year when he helped 
to co-ordinate the second 
presidential inauguration of 
President Barack Obama.

“We have two presidents 
who broke barriers,” he said 
of the first African-American 
US leader and the borough’s 
BP.

“I am never going to 
move out of Brooklyn,” Sen. 
Schumer declared.

Applause intensified and 
braggadocio peaked with 
Adams’ introduction of “the 
first-lady who happens to be 
married to Mayor DeBlasio.”

“Hello Brooklyn!” McCray 
shouted as she faced what 
seemed to be among her 
most-adoring supporters – 
Brooklynites.  After quickly 
detailing her goal of a One 
Brooklyn united New York 
City, she yielded to her six-
foot, five-inch husband.

“BAM epitomizes Brook-
lyn,” he said. “I spoke here 
last when one Dante gradu-
ated from MS 51,” the mayor 
said of his son’s rite of pas-
sage.

During a brief but concise 
message he referenced Dr. 
King’s letter from a Birming-
ham jail which explained why 
African-Americans cannot 
wait. DeBlasio’s parallel was 
that he will not wait on acting 
to reform the Stop, Question 
& Frisk police practice.He 
also said he plans to cham-
pion a campaign for paid sick 
days for workers; communi-
ty health care, basic stabil-
ity and free pre-kindergarten 
care.

Sen. Gillibrand and 
NYPD’s Bratton also reflect-
ed on Dr. King’s prison letter 
saying that justice should not 
be deferred. Bratton recount-
ed the time he addressed a 
similar crowd on the same 
occasion two decades ago. He 
spoke about public safety bor-
rowing a quote from Dr. King 
that “injustice anywhere is 
injustice everywhere.”

“Dr. King’s sacrifice was for 
a little Black boy in New York 

City,” DA Thompson said.
“I owe a tremendous debt 

– I intend to pay that debt 
with equal justice for all.”

The loudest applause reg-
istered when keynote speaker 
Angela Davis was introduced. 
Prolonged cheers, enthusi-
asm and greetings followed 
her name and she was forced 
to quell the prolonged greet-
ing saying time was short.

“I used to live in Bed-Stuy,” 
Davis said.

The cheers amplified but 
quelled when she continued 
to talk about her pride in 
returning to the borough. 
“Especially since the elec-
tion of the new mayor,” she 
added.

She hailed Brooklyn 
Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm.

And in broadening her 
plaudits, showered praises on 
Detroit Congressman John 
Conyers, singer/composer Ste-
vie Wonder, Haiti’s Toussaint 
L’Ourverture, singer Nina 
Simone, writer Toni Morri-
son  and poet laureate Amiri 
Baraka. Through an intellec-
tual message she embraced 
US history to inform many 
unknowing that Nobel Peace 
Prize recipient Nelson Man-
dela remained on a US terror-
ist list until 2008. 

made by Harding, his girl-
friend, several others close 
to Harding and prisoners 
in the Airport Police deten-
tion cell, the victim has 
lost a significant portion 
of his intestines and will 
carry the scars from the 
injury possibly for life.

A clearly embarrassed 
and now embattled out-
going Police Chief Leroy 
Brummel surrounded 
himself with a battery of 
senior officers as he asked 
the public for more time 
to conduct a proper inves-
tigation, but critics were 
quick to point out that it is 
again a case of the police 
investigating itself rather 
than a panel of independ-
ent persons.

In the 2009 case, several 
officers probing the mur-
der of a retired governing 
People’s Progressive Party 
(PPP) official, pulled in the 

teen for questioning and, 
once he denied any involve-
ment in the case, they sim-
ply poured a flammable 
substance on his genitals 
and set them alight, taking 
investigative techniques to 
a new level.

Minor criminal charges 
followed as well as minimal 
punishment were insti-
tuted against the officers 
in a case that many said 
had been the very worst of 
police atrocities in living 
memory. Wrong.

Now, both Chief Brum-
mel and National Security 
Minister Clement Rohee 
have vowed to follow the 
case to the bitter end, 
ensure that the officer is 
dealt with “condignly” and 
move to improve apparent-
ly lax supervision of jun-
ior cops at police stations. 
Brummel was to make his 
finding available to the 
public by mid-week but so 

far this has not been the 
case.

If that is not enough, a 
woman from the Timehri 
area near the main inter-
national airport has also 
come forward to allege 
that Constable Singh also 
caused her to lose her 
baby by kicking her in the 
stomach, while relatives 
of a 13-year-old said he 
had spent nearly a week 
in detention linked to the 
same investigation and 
same officer.

While investigators work 
to assure the public that the 
list of rogue police officers 
has not grown exponential-
ly in recent months, most 
including Attorney Hugh-
es, opposition legislators, 
rights activists and Hard-
ing’s relatives and friends 
say they have little faith in 
a probe at which the police 
is investigating itself. 

MLK Day at BAM
Continued from cover

Guyana police teen torture
Continued from cover

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Let Us Fight For You To Get The Money You Deserve. 

If You Have Been Hurt In An Accident, 
You May Be Entitled To Compensation.

JEROME NEUMAN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

3917-14th

Avalaible for Other Legal Services Including: Wills, Foreclosures, Real Estate 

Closings, Business Transactions, Employment Discrimination, Disability Benefi ts

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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ONE DAY SALE 

DEALS OF THE DAY 
SPECIALLY SELECTED ITEMS PRICED SO LOW YOU DON’T 
NEED A SAVINGS PASS! AVAILABLE ALL DAY, BOTH DAYS!

1OAM-1PM FRI & 9AM-1PM SAT 

DOORBUSTERS
GET HERE EARLY, WHILE THEY LAST

ONE DAY SALE

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit 
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & 
wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM WITH $99 ONLINE PURCHASE. NO PROMO CODE NEEDED; EXCLUSIONS APPLY.

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY 1OAM-1PM AND SATURDAY 9AM-1PM
SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY.

Also excludes: Everyday Values 
(EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, 
mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, 
electrics/electronics, cosmetics/
fragrances, athletic shoes for him, her 
& kids, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, 
previous purchases, special orders, 
selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services and macys.com. 
Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit 
offer, except opening a new Macy’s 
account. Dollar savings are allocated 
as discounts off each eligible item, as 
shown on receipt. When you return an 
item, you forfeit the savings allocated 
to that item. This coupon has no cash 
value & may not be redeemed for 
cash, used to purchase gift cards or 
applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $25 or 
more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees. 

VALID FRI, 1/24 10AM-1PM OR SAT, 1/25/14 
9AM-1PM. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 

WOW! $1O OFF

$1O OFF

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS!
CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS  
OR DEALS OF THE DAY

Also excludes: Everyday Values 
(EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, 
mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, 
electrics/electronics, cosmetics/
fragrances, athletic shoes for him, her 
& kids, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, 
previous purchases, special orders, 
selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services and macys.com. 
Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit 
offer, except opening a new Macy’s 
account. Dollar savings are allocated 
as discounts off each eligible item, as 
shown on receipt. When you return an 
item, you forfeit the savings allocated 
to that item. This coupon has no cash 
value & may not be redeemed for 
cash, used to purchase gift cards or 
applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $50 or 
more, exclusive of tax & delivery fees. 

VALID FRI, 1/24 10AM-1PM OR SAT, 1/25/14 
9AM-1PM. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE. 

WOW! $2O OFF

$2O OFF

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS!
CANNOT BE USED ON DOORBUSTERS  
OR DEALS OF THE DAY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 SHOP 9AM-9PM 
(IT’S A SALE TOO BIG TO FIT IN A DAY!) 

ALSO SHOP TODAY, JANUARY 24 FROM 1OAM-9PM
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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By Correspondents
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Jan 

20, 2014 (Haiti Grassroots 
Watch) - Named after a 
famous Haitian singer, the 
Lumane Casimir Village sits 
in the desert-like plain at the 
foot of Morne à Cabri and will 
eventually have 3,000 rental 
units. About 1,300 are now 
ready.

The project was financed 
with 49 million dollars from 
the Petro-Caribe Fund, 
money that will eventually 
have to be paid back to the 
Venezuelan government.

During the May 16, 2013 
inauguration, the president 
handed out keys to a group of 
families that had been assem-
bled for the media. But they 
did not move in. From May 
to September, nobody actu-
ally lived in the apartments. 
Families only moved in start-
ing in October. In the mean-
time, many were looted.

“Between 120 and 150 
apartments were vandalised,” 

explained David Odnell of the 
Unit for the Construction of 
Housing and Public Buildings 
(UCLBP), one of three gov-
ernment agencies involved 
with housing. UCLBP is the 
supervisor of the site.

More than 50 toilets, and 
dozens of locks, windows, 
brackets, bulbs, electrical 
cables and outlets were sto-
len. Many apartments were 
also damaged by would-be 
thieves who used crowbars 
and other tools to try to 
wrench sinks, doors and win-
dows from walls.

“The thieves still come,” 
Bélair Paulin told Haiti Grass-
roots Watch (HGW). Paulin 
spends a lot of time in the 
area because he is waiting 
to see if he will be chosen as 
a renter.

About 200 families have 
already moved in and others 
have their keys. Some 1,100 
homes remain empty.

During a visit to the site 
on Dec. 20, 2013, Martelly 

announced that 250 police 
officers will be getting apart-
ments and handed over keys 
to 75 of them, again, in front 
of the cameras. Several later 
denounced the fact that they 
were asked to hand the keys 
back after the ceremony.

All of the apartments have 
water and electric systems, 
new trash cans, a gas stove, 
a container for receiving and 
purifying drinking water, 
plants growing in a garden 
which will benefit from a reg-
ular watering service, and the 
promise of round-trip trans-
portation to the capital for 20 
gourdes (about 50 cents).

Under the heavy sun, the 
sounds of the new residents 
echo though the site. Voices, 
doors opening and closing, 
cars coming and going. The 
village is coming to life.

According to Odnell, even-
tually the village will have 
“a waste disposal system, a 
police station, a health cent-
er, a drinking water reservoir, 

a public square, a soccer field, 
a connection with the elec-
tricity system, a vocational 
school, an elementary school 
and a marketplace.”

The government is also 
building an industrial park 
across the street, where – 
authorities hope – residents 
can work.

“The mini-industrial park 
will have all the facilities nec-
essary to create local jobs 
for housing beneficiaries,” 
Odnell promised, noting that 
a Canadian company has 
already expressed interest.

The park is not yet finished 

and – as of late 2013 – has not 
yet been registered as a “free 
trade zone” industrial park.

Like other projects, the 
new residents of Lumane 
Casimir Village are not nec-
essarily earthquake victims. 
(Read Part One)

“There are three criteria 
for being eligible: 1) You have 
to have been affected by the 
earthquake, 2) the person 
has to have a family of not 
more than three to five peo-
ple, and 3) the person must 
have a revenue. That is the 
most important, so you can 
pay your rent, which will be 

between 163 and 233 dol-
lars per month,” according 
to Odnell.

Christela Blaise is one of 
the new renters. A cosmeti-
cian, she has lived at the vil-
lage with her older sister and 
baby since October.

“After the earthquake, we 
lived in Bon Repos on the 
main highway. We were not 
direct victims of the earth-
quake, but like everyone who 
was looking for a place to live, 
we got a temporary shelter. 
But that didn’t last past three 
months, so we moved back to 
our home,” she said.

An intersection showing mostly empty homes at the heart of the Lumane Casimir 
Village near Morne à Cabri on Sep. 19; 2013. HGW/Marc Schindler Saint-Val

‘Public housing’ projects 
overlook Haiti’s poorest

To shop, compare and enroll, 
go to nystateofhealth.ny.gov 

or call 1-855-355-5777. 
Today’s the day. 

Because today’s the day all New Yorkers have access to low-cost,  
quality health plans they can afford. Introducing New York’s official  
health plan marketplace, New York State of Health. It’s your place  
to find a low-cost, quality health plan that’s right for you. And it’s  
the only place you can receive financial assistance based on your  
income, to lower your costs even more.

Today’s 
the 
day
You don’t have to wonder if you 

can afford a quality health plan.

©2013 NY State of Health
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By Desmond Brown
ROSEAU, Dominica, 

Jan 20, 2014 (IPS) - Carib-
bean countries, struggling 
to emerge from a slump in 
exports and falling tourist 
arrivals brought on by the 
worldwide economic crisis 
that began five years ago, 
have one more thing to worry 
about in 2014.

Dominica’s chief medi-
cal officer, Dr. David John, 
said climate change and its 
effects are taking a toll on 
the health of people in his 
homeland and elsewhere in 
the region.

“You have seen what is 
happening [with] the effects 
of climate change in terms 

of our infrastructure, but 
there are also significant 
effects with regards to cli-
mate change on health,” 
John said, adding that “these 
effects relate to the spread 
of disease including dengue 
fever and certain respiratory 
illnesses.”

John said the Dominica 
government would be seek-
ing assistance from interna-
tional agencies, including 
the World Meteorological 
Organisation (WMO), to mit-
igate “the effects of climate 
change on health as it relates 
to dengue, leptospirosis and 
viral disease.”

In late 2012, the Ministry 
of Health in Barbados alert-

ed members of the public 
about a spike in leptospirosis 
cases. Senior Medical Officer 
of Health-North Dr. Karen 
Springer said then that five 
people had contracted the 
severe bacterial infection, 
bringing the number of cases 
for the year to 18.

Springer explained that 
the disease, which includes 
flu-like symptoms such as 
fever, headache, chills, nau-
sea and vomiting, eye inflam-
mation and muscle aches, 
could be contracted through 
contact with water, damp soil 
or vegetation contaminated 
with the urine of infected 
animals. Bacteria can also 
enter the body through bro-

ken skin and if the person 
swallows contaminated food 
or water.

In recent years, dengue 
has also been on the rise 
throughout the Caribbean 
with outbreaks in Domini-
ca, Barbados, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Puerto Rico and the 
French islands of Martinique 
and Guadeloupe, among 
other places.

Professor of environmental 
health at the Trinidad cam-
pus of the University of the 
West Indies Dr. Dave Chadee 
told IPS there is ample “evi-
dence that climate-sensitive 
diseases are being tweaked 
and are having a more signif-
icant impact on the region.”

By Tequila Minsky
On Friday, Jan. 31, at 

11:00 a.m., Brooklyn Bor-
ough Hall will host the 
First-Day-Of Issue ceremo-
ny for the Shirley Chisholm 
commemorative stamp. 
This Black Heritage forever 
stamp kicks-off Black His-
tory Month. 

Characterized by fire 
and commitment, daughter 
of Brooklyn Shirley Anita 
St. Hill Chisholm, the first 
African-American woman 
elected to Congress, served 
New York’s (then) 12th Con-
gressional District for seven 
terms from 1969 to 1983.  

The Supreme Court order 
for a newly carved, reappor-
tioned congressional dis-
trict created from Bed-Stuy, 
Chisholm’s neighborhood, 
inspired her to run. 

Chisholm’s father emi-
grated from Guyana; her 
mother came from Bar-
bados. The oldest of four 
daughters, the young 
Shirley St. Hill lived with 
her maternal grandmother 
in Barbados for seven years 
until she was ten. Of her 
Bajan “strict traditional 
British-style” education, she 
thanked her parents in her 
autobiography, “Unbought 
and Unbossed.” 

From Brooklyn College, 
she graduated cum laude 
with a B.A. in sociology 
and she earned an M.A. in 
education from Columbia, 
working for years in the 
field of early childhood edu-
cation. The second African-
American woman to serve in 
Albany, in 1964, Chisholm 
was elected to the New York 

state legislature.
The intent of the Demo-

cratic reapportionment of 
the central Brooklyn Con-
gressional district was to 
send an African-American 
to the House of Represent-
atives. In the Democratic 
primary, among other oppo-
nents, her closest in num-
bers was State Senator Wil-

liam C. Thompson (father 
of former Comptroller Bill 
Thompson) who she defeat-
ed. In the general election, 
she defeated liberal Republi-
can African American long-
time civil rights activist 
James Farmer.

Chisholm’s campaign 
motto was “Unbought and 
Unbossed” and among 
issues that made her stand 
out against opponent Farm-
er (they agreed on many 
points) she highlighted dis-
crimination against women.  
Her district with a liberal 
bend and 80% registered 
Democrats gave her 67 per-
cent of the vote. Chisholm’s 
freshman Congressional 
class included two other new 
African-Americans boosting 
the number to nine

Chisholm also was a 
founding member of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC) in 1971 and the Con-
gressional Women’s Caucus 
in 1977.

After assignments to the 
House Agricultural Com-
mittee and Veteran Affairs 
Committee she was assigned 
to the much-prized Educa-
tion and Labor Committee. 
When she retired she was 
the third highest-ranking 
member. 

By Vinette K. Pryce
Anyone who thought it 

was a fluke that a team 
from  the Caribbean 
island of Jamaica qualified 
to compete in the 1998 
Winter Olympics can now 
re-think the phenomenon 
because on Feb. 7, a del-
egation from the island 
will once again parade the 
black, green and gold ban-
ner during the opening 
ceremony of the competi-
tion in Sochi, Russia.

A press release from 
Michael Fennell, president 
of the Jamaica Olympic 
Association confirmed 
reports that a two-man 
bobsled team will repre-
sent Jamaica at the Winter 
Olympics.

“The Jamaica Olympic 
Association congratulates 
our two-man team, which 
has qualified to partici-
pate in the Winter Olym-
pic Games,” the statement 
read.

“We are not going there 
to bring up the rear, I hate 
losing,” Winston Watts 
said, “We are all going 
there to work hard, and if 
we execute, you will see a 
good result.” 

On this year’s outing a 
team comprised of  Watts 
(driver), Marvin Dixon 
(brakeman), Wayne Black-
wood (reserve crew), Nel-
son Christian Stokes (chef 
de mission), Thomas Sam-
uel (coach) will represent 
the island/nation.

The 2014 appearance of 
a Jamaican national team 
marks a re-emergence 

since 2002 when bobsled 
driver Winston Watts and 
Lascelles Brown finished 
28th at the Salt Lake City 
Games held here in the 
United States of America.

Jamaica first qualified 
for the Winter Olympics 
in 1988 in Calgary, Cana-
da. Some considered the 
entry of a tropical nation 
a novelty.

Five years later, Disney 
Films hailed the team’s 
mettle and their quest 
to tackle the athletic ice 
competition by releasing 
a movie billed “Cool Run-
nings.”

The film yielded a box-
office blockbuster and 
may have established a 
reputation for the island 
as Olympic-ready regard-
less of season – summer 
or winter.  

The two-man bobsled 
team will compete on Feb. 
19 and 20.

To any skeptic who dis-
qualified the island’s par-
ticipation in 2006 and 
2010, know that it was only 
lack of funding that kept 
Jamaica’s coolest runners 
from competing on Olym-
pic ice in Torino, Italy and 
Vancouver, Canada.

Watts hopes that the 
business community in 
Jamaica will support the 
Sochi team with simi-
lar confidence as they 
embrace track and field 
athletes who compete in 
the summer games.

The Jamaica I four-man bobsled team races down 
Hunderfossen track during their fi rst run at the XVII 
Winter Olympic Games near Lillehammer, Norway, 
Saturday, Feb. 26, 1994.  AP Photo/David Longstreath

Shirley Chisholm. AP Photo/Sandi Sissel

Jamaicans back 
on Olympic ice

US stamp honors legacy of 
Shirley Chisholm

Worried about spread of diseases
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CALL: 1.800.256.4646               |               CLICK: vzw.com/tradeup               |               VISIT: vzw.com/storelocator

Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit 
card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. 
Used under license. © 2014 Samsung Telecommunications America, LLC (“Samsung”). Samsung and Galaxy S are both registered trademarks of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. iPhone is a trademark of 
Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. TM and © 2014 Apple Inc. All rights reserved. Google Play and Android are trademarks of Google Inc. © 2014 Electronic Arts Inc. EA, EA SPORTS, the EA SPORTS logo and Plants vs. 
Zombies are trademarks of Electronic Arts Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2014 Verizon Wireless. H1370

All smartphones require new 2-yr. activation. Offers valid thru 2/28.

FREE
After Verizon Wireless Trade-In gift card.

Thinnest 4G LTE smartphone

DROID ULTRA by 
MOTOROLA
Also available in white and black.

For a limited time, trade in any smartphone and get a minimum $100 OFF a 
new smartphone. You can also GET $200, OR EVEN $300 OFF when you trade 
in an iPhone® 5. All on America’s Largest and Most Reliable 4G LTE Network.
Trade-in must be in good working condition. Savings provided through Verizon Wireless gift card for telesales and online orders.

SMARTPHONE SALE

GET UP TO 
$300 OFF

$9999 OR
LESS

After Verizon Wireless Trade-In gift card.

Forward thinking

iPhone® 5s 16 GB
Also available in gold and black. 

$9999 OR
LESS

After Verizon Wireless Trade-In gift card.

Quad-core processor Android™

Samsung Galaxy S® 4
Also available in white.  

$249.99 2-yr. price –  $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

NOW 
JUST

 $4999  

WAS $59.99
Sweat and water-resistant sound

Yurbuds® Signature  
Series Earbuds

NOW 
JUST

 $17999  EACH 

WAS $199.99
360-degree speaker

Ultimate Ears Boom Wireless Speaker
Blue available in select stores.  

Also available in moss and red online.
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By Wellington C. Ramos
I read an article written by 

the owner and publisher of the 
Amandala, Evan X Hyde, several 
times and I disagree with him 
that the Creoles have collapsed. It 
is more accurate to say that they 
are losing power. The Creoles are 
in the position that they are in 
due to the ethnic, economic, his-
torical and political transforma-
tion that has been taking place in 
our country over the years. 

The indigenous people of our 
country are the Mayas and they 
were there for centuries before 
the Spanish and the British 
came to this part of the world. 
Both the Spanish and the Brit-
ish governments implemented 
many inhumane policies to 
deprive these people of their 
native land and eradicate their 
culture but failed. In the neigh-
boring countries of Mexico, 
Guatemala and other countries 
in Central America, the native 
Mayas are still treated as third 
class citizens. 

The people who are of pure 
European blood or mixed with 
Europeans, known as Mestizos, 
control these countries eco-
nomically and politically. 

In Belize, the British brought 
African slaves into our country 
and brainwashed many of them 
to look at the native Mayas and 
other ethnic groups as people 
who are inferior to them. Like 
the Mestizos, many of these 
slaves had children for their 
white slave masters through 
duress and other means and 
the label “Creole” was used to 
identify them, which is not their 
true African identity of origin. 
This was a part of the British 
plan to continue brainwashing 
these African people to make 
them submissive and embrace 
British culture over their own. 

As Belize started to devel-
op into a colony, the Creoles 

were always alongside the Brit-
ish, with the Mayas and the 
Garifuna people at a distance, in 
all their curfew and isolationist 
segregated laws. It was as if they 
never existed and were living in 
a different country. Belize needs 
to enact laws to provide equal 
opportunity to all citizens and 
end all forms of racism.

The Maya people fought 
against both the Spanish and 
the British to try and end their 
atrocities but they were unsuc-
cessful. The Garifuna people 
also fought against these Euro-
peans in their native home-
land Saint Vincent (“Yuremei”), 
namely, the Spanish, French 
and British until they lost the 
war in 1796 and then were force-
fully removed to Roatan in 1797. 
From there they migrated to 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Guate-
mala and Belize, where they 
currently live. 

The British did not allow any 
physical relationship between 
the Creoles and the Garifuna 
people for many years in Belize 
despite the fact that they both 
share a common African ances-
try. While most Creoles live in 
Belize City up to this day, the 
Mestizos are scattered all over 
the country of Belize and have 
the largest population. They 
have contacts with all the vari-
ous ethnic groups.

The Garifuna people share 
ethnic roots with both the Cre-
oles and the Mestizos but have 

better relationship with the 
Mayas and the Mestizos due to 
their geographic location in the 
southern part of Belize. Also 
they were teachers in most of 
the villages throughout the his-
tory of Belize and developed 
trust and a long working rela-
tionship with them during those 
times. Since 1981, when Britain 
granted independence to Belize, 
George Price with his economic 
policies diverted most of our 
nation’s wealth to the Corozal 
and Orange Walk Districts. This 
is despite the fact that Stann 
Creek and other districts’ con-
tribution to the GDP has always 
been substantial. 

Politically, electoral districts 
were made also to increase the 
amount of seats in those dis-
tricts and Cayo, while the seats 
in the south remain the same. 
These hard facts are before the 
eyes of all, yet it is still business 
as usual with us. 

Belize is lucky to have the 
passive Garifuna people of today, 
who are the ancestors of warri-
ors that have lost their lives to 
make them exist. How long will 
this continue to remain the way 
it is, no one knows. The Creoles 
and the Garifuna people must 
unite together to advocate as 
Belizeans who are deserving of 
their universal rights in our 
country of Belize. 

It is not about political con-
trol but economic control. Eco-
nomically, the Mestizos are bet-
ter off than the Creoles and the 
Garifuna people today. They are 
asserting themselves and tak-
ing the initiatives to prepare 
for their people and we must do 
the same.

Our people still have some 
chances to assert ourselves and 
achieve economic security. 

The author, born in Dangriga 
Town, is an adjunct professor of 
political science and history.

Jan. 2, 2014 
His Eminence Cardinal 
Nicolas Lopez Rodriguez
Archbishop President of 
the Bishops Conference
Calle Isabel la Catolica, 55
Santo Domingo
Republica Dominicana
 
Your Eminence:
Because of my great respect 

for your honorable title of Car-
dinal of the Church and of the 
venerable See of Santo Domingo 
that you occupy I feel compelled 
to express my profound disap-
pointment at your public approv-
al of the Dominican Republic 

Constitutional Court decree 
168/13.

I speak on behalf of close to 
200 priests most of them of Ital-
ian, Irish, Polish, Haitian ori-
gin and South American descent 
who are dedicated to the pastoral 
care of immigrants in the U.S. I 
speak also on behalf of more than 
one million Catholic immigrants 
whom we collectively serve many 
of whom are very distinguished 
and beloved immigrants from 
the Dominican Republic.

The legitimate, officially stat-
ed objective of regularizing the 
immigration status of many res-

idents in your country in no 
way justifies the unjust stripping 
of citizenship from hundreds of 
thousands of Dominicans born 
in your country during the 
last eighty years. Almost every 
nation and international institu-
tion raised their voices in protest 
against this repulsive and inhu-
man official decision that stands 
against the international norms 
of civilized nations. 

Some conscientious and 
noble Dominican Bishops have 
also protested the horror of that 
decree that goes against the 
sense of a portion of the Domin-
ican citizenry who thrives on 
their trades with Haiti. 

I strongly feel, as do the peo-
ple I represent, that your stand 
in this matter contradicts the 
Gospel of Jesus-Christ and the 
tenets of the Social Doctrine of 
the Church. I regret to say that 
your testimony may confuse the 
Catholic faithful on the teach-
ings of the Church. Unfortunate-
ly, it’s likely to cause grave pasto-
ral harm to the Church.

 
Honestly yours.
Most Rev. Guy Sansaricq 
D.D. V.E.
Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn
Board Member of the 
Committee on the 
Pastoral Care
of Migrants and Refugees 
of the US Bishops Conference
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Decision will cause 
harm to the church.

Belizean Creoles need to 
achieve economic security

Brooklyn Bishop 
diagrees with 
DR Cardinal 

Belize is lucky to 
have the passive 

Garifuna people of 
today, who are the 

ancestors of warriors 
that have lost their 
lives to make them 

exist.
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Robert  Gates, the former secre-
tary of defense, finds himself on a bit 
of a mission impossible these days. 
Ever since his voluminous memoir, 
“Duty,” was recently released and 
media people hooked into criticism 
Gates included of both President 
Obama and Vice President Biden, 
he has been trying to make the 
case that calling him out for such 
criticism, particularly with respect 
to the president, wasn’t altogether 
justified. He submits that the book 
overwhelmingly reflects strong 
support he maintained for Obama’s 
Afghanistan policy -- an area that, 
as highlighted in those front-page 
reports, his memoir alluded to some 
variance with the president.  

The round of interviews Gates 
has been doing to try to alter the 
narrative surrounding the book’s 
raison d’etre doesn’t figure to 
achieve a whole lot in that regard. 
Not that the former cabinet secre-
tary hasn’t been painting a good 
picture of himself as a dedicated 
public servant, as loyal to President 
Obama, after he  was asked  to stay 
on as defense secretary, as he had 
been to Obama’s predecessor. But 
there has been no shortage of raised 
eyebrows over Gates’ decision to 
have his memoir published while 

Obama was still in office. A feel-
ing evidently persists that, despite 
complimentary remarks about the 
president, Gates had set about a cal-
culated tarnishing of Obama with 
those blind-side hits. So when, for 
instance, Gates responded to Char-
lie Rose’s querying of the timing by 
noting that there would be other 
cabinet colleagues releasing books 
while Obama was in office, it surely 
wouldn’t have done much to con-
vince skeptics that doubts about 
Gates’ motives were misplaced.    

Given the public persona of 
Gates that we’ve been dealing with 
since circumstances overwhelmed 
the George W. Bush presidency to 
the point of cutting loose Don-
ald Rumsfeld, the new defense sec-
retary seemed a welcome respite 
from Rumsfeld’s in-your-face hawk-
ishness. Gates conveyed an easy-
going manner as head  man at the 
Pentagon that made Obama’s deci-
sion to have him serve in the new 
administration not at all surprising. 
Gates appeared to epitomize the 
type of Republican moderate who 
could fit seamlessly into a progres-
sive Democratic administration --  a 
dying breed in today’s GOP brand 
that we have much lamented in 
this space. As such, Gates would 

hardly be someone’s educated guess 
of a player likely to take early aim 
on a president he has served. But, 
expectations notwithstanding, here 
he is, doing just that, and holding 
firm to his contention that those 
promoting the negative takeaway 
from what he has written have it 
all wrong.

Gates said of the president’s con-
duct of the war in Afghanistan, that 
Obama wasn’t displaying enough 
of an identification with the troops 
and passion for their sacrifice. He 
thought there should have been 
more of a sense conveyed to the 
troops that they were involved in 
a mission designed to have a suc-
cessful outcome. Gates said he was 
also not very pleased about the 
Obama administration (which, he 
acknowledged, wasn’t singular in 
this) interfering in and attempt-
ing to micro-manage the mili-
tary’s chain of command. He also 
revealed he came close to quitting 
in 2009 when the administration, 

in  reviewing the Afghanistan war, 
made him uneasy about how out 
of touch the Obama team was with 
the “unpredictability of war.” 

Even so, Gates insists that his 
overall appraisal of President Obama 
is a positive one. He describes the 
president as being “analytical” in 
his decision making and thinks 
Obama was “courageous” in some 
of the moves he made as command-
er in chief. Gates feels that in tak-
ing him to task about his memoir, 
critics have cited portions which, 
although accurate, were “taken out 
of context.”

If those were pot shots Gates 
took at Obama, he clearly resorted 
to heavier artillery to be trained 
on Biden. The vice president prob-
ably thinks Gates’ characterization 
of him as a “man of integrity” to 
be faint praise. Understandable, 
perhaps, in light of the damning 
putdown Gates reserved for the 
vice president:”He has been wrong 
on nearly every foreign policy and 
national security issue over the past 
four decades.” It’s reasonable con-
jecture that fueling some of that 
bitterness was the two men being 
on opposite sides of an Afghani-
stan troop increase debate early in 
Obama’s first term, Gates pushing 

for a major infusion and Biden advo-
cating smaller numbers for tactical 
deployment. Bypassing the merits of 
Gates’ claims about Biden’s foreign 
policy/national security credentials, 
one realizes instantly that Gates 
considers Biden a lightweight.

Look, it’s the guy’s opinion, 
rationally or otherwise shaped. 
However, Gates tries to parse it, 
his memoir is no bouquet to the 
Obama administration. And that 
too is very much in order. What’s 
not cool is the ex-defense secretary 
making like his book’s release one 
year into Obama’s second term is 
no big deal, as far as negative-
ly impacting the administration. 
Regardless of how much high-fiv-
ing of Obama was included in the 
memoir, Gates couldn’t possibly be 
dumb to how the thing would play: 
that the media would be drawn 
to and run like thieves with the 
bashing. Having had a long career 
in government and serving a few 
presidents, no way would Gates be 
clueless about what sells in the poli-
tics game.  

One TV commentator said that 
at the end of the day, Gates could 
not but revert to partisan Repub-
lican ways. Let’s not forget, that’s 
what he is.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

A matter of timing in the Robert Gates memoir

WHAT WILL YOU THINK ABOUT
WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE TO THINK ABOUT MONEY?

If tomatoes are a fruit,
wouldn’t ketchup technically 
be a smoothie?

#NYLOTTERYTHOUGHTS
NYLOTTERY.ORG
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KICK THE NEW YEAR INTO 
HIGH GEAR WITH MARTIAL ARTS!

HELP YOUR KIDS BUILD SELF-CONFIDENCE & SELF ESTEEM 
AGES 4 AND UP WELCOMED OUR MARTIAL ARTS PROGRAM

WORKS HAND-IN-GLOVE WITH ACADEMICS 
TO INCREASE KIDS’ FOCUS, SELF-CONFIDENCE, 
DRIVE, AND DISCIPLINE. NO WONDER PARENTS 

LOVE OUR PROGRAMS. CONVENIENT CLASSES 
THROUGHOUT THE ACADEMIC YEAR. 

BODY TONING 
CARDIO CONDITIONING 
CORE CONDITIONING 

FLEXIBILITY
STRENGTH & BALANCE

MAXIMUM MUSCLE GROWTH

FOR MORE INFO CALL 516-837-0111

OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART ADULT & TEENAGERS KARATE FITNESS PROGRAMS GET YOU INTO THE 
BEST SHAPE OF YOUR LIFE. OUR PROGRAM IS A HIGH-ENERGY, FUN WAY TO GET IN THE BEST 
SHAPE OF YOUR LIFE AND STAY THAT WAY! WE COMBINE THE MOST EFFECTIVE 
BODY CONDITIONING WORKOUT MOVES WITH AMAZING SELF-DEFENSE TECHNIQUES

ONE WEEK TRIAL

$19.99
FREE UNIFORM 

EXP. 3/15/14

By Azad Ali 
Two tech companies have 

launched rival ventures to 
build Android tablets in 
Haiti, a country with little 
recent experience in elec-
tronics manufacturing.

Startups Surtab SA and 
Handxom SA began produc-
tion last month and plan to 
sell the seven-inch touch-
screen devices to phone 

stores nationwide and mar-
kets overseas.

Surtab says it has already 
sold hundreds of tablets to 
customers including Haiti’s 
education and planning 
ministries and mobile phone 
giant Digicel, which sells 
the tablets in its stores.

Handxom plans to open 
a showroom next month 
in the Port-au-Prince area 

and Project Manager Jimmy 
Jacques said the company 
has already sold 300 units 
in the past two weeks. 

The owners of both com-
panies say their businesses 
show that Haiti is capable 
of manufacturing more 
than just clothing, while 
also paying people decent 
wages.

By Azad Ali 
The St. Lucia government 

has not yet determined the 
full economic cost of the 
damage following heavy 
rainfall, flooding and land-
slides on Christmas Eve 
due to a trough system that 
affected the Eastern Carib-
bean, but Prime Minister 
Dr. Kenny Anthony says it is 
clear the cost of reconstruc-
tion will run into “several 
hundred million dollars.” 

In the midst of the trag-
edy, he noted the support of 
Caribbean neighbors were 
like that of a “family.”

He made the comments 
in a media release recently 
entitled: “On the Recovery 
Efforts After the Passage of 
an Unexpected Christmas 
Eve Trough.”

 He noted that the St. 
Lucia government has an 
initial Damage Assessment 
Report at its disposal, but 
the full economic cost is 
to be determined, and this 
will be completed soon. 
Anthony, speaking with the 
Trinidad and Tobago media 
recently during a brief visit 
to St. Lucia, had estimat-
ed reconstruction costs as 

“tens of millions” of dollars 
EC, noting that they lost 
seven bridges and replac-
ing one of these could cost 
about $12 million EC.

 He described the damage 
“unleashed” by the trough 
as “extensive and severe.”  
Dr. Anthony reported that 
hundreds of persons lost 
all of their furniture, appli-
ances, clothing and other 
personal belongings to the 
flood waters. Ten homes 
were completely destroyed 
and several vehicles dam-
aged by flooding, some 
beyond repair.

Storm damage will cost millions

Contest to build Androids in Haiti

Go to 
www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 

for the latest in 

 Caribbean news 
 Entertainment 
 Sports 
 Business 
 Viewpoints 

 and more.

GET 
Connected.

The Jagan Law Firm, PLLC

115-12 Liberty Ave. Suite 2A, 
South Richmond Hill, NY 11419 

(718) 848- 4616 or (718) 848- 4672
www.jaganlaw.com     info@jaganlaw.com

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE CONSULTATION

Our Firm exists to serve the best interests of the working 
class with competent legal guidance and innovative solutions 

at affordable rates.

Vrinda S. Jagan, Esq.
*admitted in NY & NJ
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21” 
PORTABLE 
WASHER
��������PORTABLE!

HOOKS UP TO
ANY FAUCET!

COMBINATION 
FRONT LOAD 
WASHER AND 
VENTLESS 
DRYER
������	
����

NO VENTING
REQUIRED

HUGE SELECTION OF COMPACT AND PORTABLE LAUNDRY

• NEXT DAY DELIVERY •
• PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION •
• GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES •
• SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE •

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS

†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low Price offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, 
Weber Grills, Bose, Sonos, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’s, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar” or 
“Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model number. Excludes: going out of business 
sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and 
Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. © 2014 P.C. RICHARD & SON

20 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS • UNION SQUARE-Lic#934189/934185 • UPPER EAST SIDE-Lic#1022314/1022315 • BAY PLAZA-Lic#1007888/1007892 • FORDHAM RD-Lic#1127414/1127412 • ATLANTIC AVE-Lic#987568/987569 • CHELSEA-Lic#1180079/11799
• UPPER WEST SIDE-Lic#1180082/1179904 • BAY RIDGE-Lic#900095/900094 • BENSONHURST-Lic#899797/899889 • FLATBUSH AVE-Lic#899795/899881 • KINGS HWY-Lic#899791/899884 • RALPH AVE-Lic#900096/899888 • ASTORIA L.I. CITY-Lic#899793/899882 • BAYSIDE-Lic#899792/899883 
• FOREST HILLS-Lic#899790/899885 • OZONE PARK-Lic#899796/899886 • REGO PARK-Lic#899789/899880 • WOODSIDE-Lic#1127420/1127419 • COLLEGE POINT-Lic#1314731/11317281 • STATEN ISLAND-Lic#1253639/1253311

        20” 
FREESTANDING 
GAS RANGE
����	����

������
������

3.0 CU. FT. CAPACITY 
TOP LOAD WASHER
�����
�����
����������

6.6 CU. FT. CAPACITY 
ELECTRIC DRYER
�����������
����������

FULL CONSOLE 
DISHWASHER
����������� ������

������

3.91 CU.FT. WHITE 
GAS RANGE
���������	�� ������

��	���
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FROST FREE 
REFRIGERATOR
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WASHER
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�����
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ELECTRIC
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�����
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����������
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27% OFF
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ON THIS PAIR

28% OFF
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FULL CONSOLE
DISHWASHER
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AFTER SAVINGS

24” GAS 
WALL OVEN 
���$��	����

������
������

����������
� ��!������

�"!�����	�����

24” GAS 
COOKTOP
����������

������
������

�����#����
� ��!������

�"!����������

STAINLESS 
STEEL TUB

SAVE   36% OFF UP
TO APPLIANCES

ADVERTISED

������
������

����������
� ��!������

�"!�����	�����

��� �

GLASS
SHELVES

25% OFF

�������

CLOSEOUT 

17.6 CU. FT. 
TOP FREEZER 
REFRIGERATOR
��#�'���&�

MON-FRI 10AM-9:30PM • SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

16% OFF

�������

24% OFF

������

P.C. RICHARD & SON WELCOMES              CUSTOMERS

15% OFF

������

7.4 CU. FT. 
TOP FREEZER 
REFRIGERATOR
������
����

������
������

����������
� ��!������
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ja
de

 A
lbe

rt

100 thousand. 
So far this year, 1, 160 people have been 

murdered, and both the government and 
opposition have been accusing each other of 
being responsible for the increase in crimi-
nal activities here. 

St. Lucia
In response to the damage sustained 

by the agricultural and rural sectors as a 
result of the December 24, 2013 weather 
system that affected the Windward Islands, 
an Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) ad hoc agriculture task force 
has agreed to embark on a support mission 
to St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines respectively. 

The task force, established at a Novem-
ber 2013 meeting of OECS 
ministers of agriculture 
held to address issues of 
governance for agriculture 
development and food and 
nutrition security in the OECS, took the 
decision to mount the Windward Islands 
support mission at its third meeting held 
recently.

The agriculture support mission, led 
by the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO), includes professionals from the 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA), the Caribbean Agri-
culture Research and Development insti-
tute (CARDI) and the Organization of East-

ern Caribbean States (OECS) Secretariat.
The OECS agriculture task force will 

work with national agriculture sector offi-
cials to review the preliminary damage 
assessments undertaken by the respective 
ministries of agriculture, and will generate 
additional information required for emer-
gency and development project prepara-
tion and for development of the respective 
project documents for funding considera-
tion. Upon completion of the preliminary 
assessment of damage to Dominica’s agri-
cultural and rural sectors, the task force 
will schedule a visit to that country.

Trinidad
The government has approved an order 

of 2,500 9mm pistols to deal with the coun-
try’s runaway crime. 

National Security Minister Gary Griffith 
said the guns were “an urgent necessity.” 

 This weapon upgrade for the Police Serv-
ice comes just days after Prime Minister 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar announced an “all 
hands on deck” approach to dealing with 
the escalating murder rate. 

After a meeting with the National Secu-
rity Council recently, Persad-Bissessar 
announced that no officer would be allowed 
on leave and she recalled those who were 
on vacation.

 The additional weaponry, Griffith said 
forms part of a holistic plan to fight crime. 

 
 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

For more information log onto www.noattacks.org or call  your doctor.

You know how to react to their asthma attacks. Here’s how to prevent them.

1-866-NO-ATTACKS EVEN ONE ATTACK IS ONE TOO MANY.

“ I FEEL LIKE

A FISH
WITH NO WATER.”

–JACOB, AGE 5
DESCRIBING ASTHMA
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BUICK

Redefining The Customer Experience

Here Are The Top Ten Reasons
Why You Should Purchase & Service Your Next 

Cadillac, Buick, GMC Or Pre-Owned Vehicle From North Bay:
10. Sales - We are easily  accessible – a short drive from the Long Island Expressway, Northern State Parkway 

and Cross Island Parkway.  25 minute LIRR express train service from Great Neck Station to Penn Station.
9. Service – near the Northern Boulevard – Glen Cove Road intersection in Roslyn, NY.  Very convenient location from all points.
8. A new fleet of Cadillac courtesy loaner vehicles when bringing your Cadillac for regular or warranty service.  Courtesy loaners available for

Buick and GMC customers when warranty work is required.
7.  Beautiful state-of-the-art  showrooms and coming soon, a magnificent new service facility.
6. Our New and Pre-Owned Sales Department is open seven days a week with certified, courteous 

Sales and Internet professionals available to answer all of your questions.
5.  North Bay is and has always been one of the highest rated stores for Customer Satisfaction.  

Check out what the customers are saying on this website and DealerRater.com.
4.  Why pay a premium price?  We offer extremely aggressive pricing without sacrificing the legendary North Bay experience.
3.  New York Stateʼs largest retail Cadillac, Buick and GMC dealer with a large inventory available at all times.
2.  We never promise anything we canʼt deliver!
1.  “Redefining the customer experience”  – if you see a customer with a North Bay plate frame, 

ask them what they think of us! Our customers are our best advertisement.  

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck  516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

BUICK

Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must
take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). For Cadillac all payments include Lease Conquest Rebate of $1,500: Must lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle. Consumer must mention or produce the ad to obtain the price advertised.  2014 Buick GMC Due: $1,895 Down Payment ( Acadia $1,995 ) plus $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. For Buick: All payments include GM Owner/Competitive/Lease
Conquest / Lease Loyalty Offer $500/$1,500. For Buick: GM Owner Loyalty: Must be a GM owner in the same household ’99 or newer. For GMC: Conquest Rebate: Must lease a '99 or newer non-GM vehicle.  Loyalty Rebate: Must lease a '99 or newer GM vehicle.   See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 1-31-2014.

$299

Lease Conquest Rebate $1,500

per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment, 
$0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit, plus
tax & tags. 10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

LEASE
FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic Transmission, Power Windows, Power Locks,
Bose Surround, Heated Seats, Power Seat, Power
Sunroof, Bluetooth & Much More! MSRP $35,490

SPECIAL OFFER:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 ATS2.5 Automatic, AC, Power Windows, Power Doorlocks, Remote
Start, Back-up Camera, Bluetooth, Lamps, Traction Control,

Cruise Control & Much More! MSRP $24,625

SPECIAL OFFER:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 BuickVERANO

$169 per month
39 months. 

LEASE
FOR

Lease Loyalty or Lease
Conquest Rebate $500

Automatic, AC,  8 Passenger, PW, PDL, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, Remote Entry, Bluetooth, & Much

More! MSRP $35,260

SPECIAL OFFER:

B R A N D  N E W

2014 GMC ACADIA

$229 per month
39 months. 

LEASE
FOR

Lease Loyalty or Lease
Conquest Rebate $500
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By Amun 
Amiri Baraka formally 

Everett LeRoi Jones made his 
transition on Jan. 9, 2014  at 
the age of 79, and is now 
an ancestor. Amiri Baraka 
was a wordsmith extraordi-
naire and probably the finest 
American poet of this age, an 
essayist, novelist, dramatist, 
lecturer, educator, husband, 
father, friend and mentor to 
many, and an icon of our 
age. He leaves a legacy of 
published and as yet unpub-
lished work. In his life Bara-
ka accomplished much. He 
founded the Black Arts Rep-
ertory Theatre and School, 
which gave birth to the Black 
Arts Movement of the 60s 
and 70s. During his life time 
he received many awards: the 
Obie Award for Dutchman, 
the PEN/Faulkner Award, the 
Rockefeller Foundation Award 
for Drama, fellowships from 
the Guggenheim Foundation 
and the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the Langston 

Hughes Award from City Col-
lege of New York, an intro-
duction into the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, 
the Before Columbus Foun-
dation Lifetime Achievement 
Award  and he was Poet Lau-
reate of New Jersey from 2002 
to 2003,  

Amiri Baraka was born in 

Newark, NJ to his parents, 
Coyt Leverette Jones and 
Anna Lois Jones. He had a 
sister, Sondra Lee Jones later 
Kimako Baraka who was bru-
tally murdered in her apart-
ment in Manhattan Plaza in 
1984. He was married to Het-
tie Cohen in 1958 and they 
had two daughters, Kellie 

and Lisa Jones. In 1967 Amiri 
married Amina Baraka. They 
remained married and work-
ing together until his death. 
Amiri and Amina Baraka had 
a very strong and loving rela-
tionship, writing, editing and 
performing together in Blue 
Ark their performance group 
of poets, musicians and sing-
ers, which toured worldwide. 
They had four sons, Obalaji, 
Ras, Amiri, Jr, and Ahi. They 
also had a daughter, Shani 
who was also brutally mur-
dered.  

After the Black Arts 
closed, Baraka left New York 
and moved back to Newark 
where he founded Spirit 
House, another arts institu-
tion similar to the Black Arts 
where performance in music, 
poetry and theatre were per-
formed on an ongoing bases 
until the building was van-
dalized by the Newark police 
during the Newark Rebel-
lion of 1967. Later Amiri 
and Amina opened Kimako’s 
Blues People a performance 
space in their home, base-
ment on South 110th Street 
in Newark. They presented 
many world famous poets, 
musicians and singers there 
in a very intimate setting 
for a very appreciative and 
supportive community audi-

ence. 
Baraka also involved him-

self in electoral politics, sup-
porting the election of Ken 
Gibson in 1970, the first Black 
Mayor of Newark, NJ, unseat-
ing then mafia connected, 
Mayor Hugh Addonizio and 
his corrupt administration. 
Up until his death, Baraka 
was actively supporting the 
candidacy of his son Ras 
Baraka for Mayor of Newark, 
New Jersey. The election is 
this year in May. As a trib-
ute to Amiri Baraka, those 
who loved and supported 
him, should do whatever they 
can to ensure that Ras Barak 
becomes Mayor of Newark, 
New Jersey.

Baraka was a very contro-
versial figure and a promi-
nent member of the Black 
Arts/Black Power Move-
ment. He is the author of 
twelve published books of  
poetry, three books of fic-
tion, ten books of non-fic-
tion, six plays and the editor 
of six works of poetry, plays, 
fiction, essays and jazz crit-
icism, not to mention the 
many volumes of unpub-
lished work. He remained 
a prolific writer until his 
death.

Amiri Baraka leaves his 
wife and life partner, Amina 

Baraka, sons Obalaji, Ras, 
Amiri, Jr., and Ahi; daugh-
ters, Dominique DePrima, 
Kellie Jones, Lisa Jones 
Brown and Maria Jones; 
step-daughters Vera and 
Wanda Wilson; several 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Amiri Baraka died on 
Thursday, Jan. 9, 2014 in 
Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center. He had long battled 
diabetes and it is reported 
that he died from complica-
tion of surgery performed 
on Dec. 21 at Beth Israel. 
The homegoing service for 
Amiri Baraka was held at 
Newark Symphony Hall, in 
the 2700 seat, Sarah Vaughn 
Concert Hall, which was 
filled to capacity with Bara-
ka supporters from around 
the world. The service was 
televised on: http://www.
CPRmetro.org and can be 
seen as a podcast at: http://
www.ustream.tv/record-
ed/42838015

A tribute will be held 
for Amiri Baraka on Feb. 
8, 2014 at the Schomburg 
Center for Research in 
Black Culture, 515 Malcolm 
X Boulevard, New York, NY 
10037 at 7:30 p.m.

 © Amun/Ankhra House, 
Ltd.

Amiri Baraka at the Miami Book Fair International in 
2007. Photo by David Heischrek

Amiri Baraka, giant in 
the arts has left us

Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
gift back 

Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Art & soul
Giving kids a 
bigger picture

Profi ling local 
youth achieving 
greatness

Family
QUEENS May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
gift back 

Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Art & soul
Giving kids a 
bigger picture

Profi ling local 
youth achieving 
greatness

Family
BROOKLYN May 2013

FREE

Mothers’ 
gift back 

Where Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Art & soul
Giving kids a 
bigger picture

Profi ling local 
youth achieving 
greatness

We are here for you 
during your time 

of sorrow & 
we can accommodate you 

for a reasonable price.

FREE 
DELIVERY

www.13thaveflorist.com
7806 13th Avenue

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228

718-236-9088

Funeral Pkg. 1
Red Rose Heart

White Rose Cross

Casket Spray
w/ Roses

2 Plants Free
$799.99

Funeral Pkg. 2
Red Carnation Heart

White Cross

Casket Spray
w/ Mixed Flowers

2 Plants Free
$499.99

Funeral Pkg. 3
2 Standing Sprays

w/ Mixed Flowers

Casket Spray
w/ Mixed Flowers

2 Plants Free
$399.99

Open 7 Days  All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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Tel 718-518-6656 Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
560 Exterior Street, Bronx, NY 10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Saturday, Jan. 25, 2014 11am-1pm
120 E. 149th Street, Savoy Multi-Purpose Rm.

Saturday, Feb. 8, 2014 11am-1pm
120 E. 149th Street, Savoy Multi-Purpose Rm.

OPEN
HOUSES

Division of Continuing Education
& Workforce Development

Receive

5% discount
with this ad

(Use code SAVE CL01)

Basic Construction Project Management
Case Management
Child Care Provider
CompTIA Network+ Certification
Culinary Arts NEW
Enrolled Agent NEW
Food Protection
Fundraising NEW
Hands-On Automotive Transmission
Locksmith
Microsoft Office
Nonprofit Management NEW
Personal Trainer
Real Estate
Teacher Assistant
Security Officer

13 healthcare certificate
programs are also
available

THE SKILLS
TO DO
THE JOB
Improve your job opportunities
through our certificate programs
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

By Nelson A. King 
Calling himself the “Bob 

Marley of Diabetes,” Jamai-
can celebrity chef Charles 
Mattocks on Tuesday con-
ducted a very successful 
diabetes tour of Kingsbrook 
Jewish Medical Center in 
Brooklyn. 

Mattocks, who is actu-
ally the nephew of the leg-
endary Jamaican-born reg-
gae superstar and an active 
spokesman for diabetes, 
hosted the “Diabetic You 
Patient Awareness Tour” 
on the main campus of the 
hospital on Schenectady 
Avenue.

Chef Mattocks’ mobile 
tour, sponsored by Shire & 
HealTogether, provided edu-
cation and awareness sur-
rounding diabetes and its 
complications to patients 
and medical practitioners 
alike. 

HealTogether is an aware-
ness program dedicated to 
promoting proper foot care 
for people with diabetes, 
educating individuals about 
diabetic foot ulcers (DFUs) 
and encouraging those with 
DFUs to talk to their doctors 
about seeing a wound care 
specialist. 

The Brooklyn native, who 
is based in Orlando, Fl., also 
facilitated healthy diabetic 
cooking demonstrations 
and provided recipe cards 
for attendees. 

Kingsbrook’s Wound 
Care specialists were also 
on hand for questions, one-
on-one advice and tours of 
the wound care facility. 

Diagnosed with Type II 
Diabetes two years ago, 
Chef Mattocks told Carib-
bean Life, during a break 
from his presentation, that 
patients should first address 

why they have the disease 
before they “jump on medi-
cation.”

“Medication is good, but 
you still have to address 
why you have those issues,” 
he said. “You also have to 
get the doctor to get you off 
medication. You can reverse 
diabetes.”

He urged patients to 

“stay away from carbs (car-
bohydrates), fried foods, 
soda and rice, and eat more 
lean meat, protein, chicken 
and fish.”

Mattocks, who is also fea-
tured on a diabetes reality 
show in Jamaica, said he 
took on the disease not just 
to save his life but also to 
save those of over 300 mil-

lion people worldwide who 
are diabetic. 

Coined “The Poor Chef,” 
he said he has made it his 
mission to reach out and 
educate as many people as 
possible about diabetes and 
options for co-existing with 
the disease – but in a much 
healthier way, with a focus 
on healthy eating. 

The self-taught chef said 
while he grew up around 
“good cooks and good food” 
he has had to depart from 
his favourite native Jamai-
can dishes after being diag-
nosed with diabetes. He 
said he eats a vegetable diet, 
with some lean protein. 

“I’ve never taken medica-
tion,” he disclosed. “I made 
it my goal; and I said I am 
going to beat this thing, 
and I am going to figure out 
how to beat it and what I 
need to take to beat it.” 

Mattocks said he uses 
his platform to reach peo-
ple with “very practical and 
budget conscious approach-
es to eating well.”

He said everyone who is 
diabetic may not be able 
to forego taking medica-
tion, but, at the same time, 
should make sure what 
options are available and, 
more importantly, how a 
well-balanced, healthy diet 
contributes to beating the 
disease.

“I am inspired to be on 

almost the same mission as 
my uncle,” Mattocks said. “I 
feel like the ‘Bob Marley of 
Diabetes.’”  

Enid Dillard, the hos-
pital’s director of market-
ing and public affairs, said 
Kingsbrook is “very com-
mitted to the fight against 
diabetes, as it affects a 
significant portion of our 
community that has been 
deemed an epicenter for 
this condition.

“Teaming up with Heal-
Together and Chef Mat-
tocks speaks to our mis-
sion of partnership for the 
advancement of care for our 
community,” she said. 

Dillard said the medi-
cal center’s Wound Care & 
Hyperbaric Center, Vascu-
lar Center, Dialysis Divi-
sion and Podiatric services 
“speak to our commitment 
to providing a continuum 
of care for diabetics while 
advancing the quality for 
care for those who suffer 
with this chronic disease.” 

Chef Mattocks’ mobile 
tour is making 40 stops in 
cities along the “Diabetes 
Belt” across America, pro-
ducing a mini-documenta-
ry along the way with all 
participating facilities. 

For more information, 
visit Chef Mattocks at www.
charlesmattocks.com. You 
can also call Dillard at (718) 
604-5201.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Chef Charles Mattocks at “HealTogether” table at Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Cen-
ter. Photo by Nelson A. King

‘Bob Marley of Diabetes’ at Kingsbrook Medical Ctr.
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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If your scale is your worst 
enemy, it may be time to adopt 
a workable weight management 
strategy. A New Year is the per-
fect time to recommit oneself to 
health, wellness and shedding 
those extra pounds.

Experts say that fast results can 
help you stay motivated and see 
through your bigger weight loss 
goals.

“Early weight loss is a strong 
predictor of long-term weight 
loss,” says Dr. Anthony Fabrica-
tore, vice president of Research 
and Development at Nutrisystem. 
“Seeing immediate results can do 
wonders for self-efficacy.”

Here are some tips for losing 
those crucial first five pounds 
quickly, so you’ll be motivated to 
keep it up:

• Commit Yourself. Be men-
tally ready. Make a commitment 
to meet goals and eliminate temp-
tations right from the start by 
getting rid of junk food in your 
pantry.

• Convenience Counts. Life can 

get in the way of dieting if conven-
ient options aren’t readily avail-
able. Have healthful ready-to-go 
meals and snacks on hand, par-
ticularly during dangerous times 
of day when cravings kick in.

• Stop guessing: Individuals 
make more than 200 food and bev-
erage decisions daily, according to 
researchers at a leading university. 
Eliminate guesswork by opting for 
portioned, prepared meals.

For example, the new Nutri-
system My Way program, features 
meals free of trans fat, partial-
ly hydrogenated oils, MSG, high 
fructose corn syrup, aspartame 
and saccharine which can be com-
bined with fresh grocery choices 
like salad, fruit, smart proteins, 
low-fat yogurt and unlimited non-
starchy vegetables. After providing 
answers to some questions, My 
Way also helps determine grocery 
items and exercise plans built for 

your metabolism.
For a quick start, consider the 

new one-week Fast 5 kit, promis-
ing a five-pound weight loss in 
your first week backed by a money-
back guarantee. It includes seven 
days of breakfasts, lunches and 
dinners, plus shakes with formula-
tions for men and women to meet 
their unique nutritional needs.

• Keep moving: Find a regular 
exercise routine with which you’ll 
stick. Stay motivated by team-
ing with friends. While one of 
the best, low-impact and low-cost 
forms of exercise is walking, short 
and intense workouts are benefi-
cial too.

 “Some evidence indicates a 
single, strenuous four-minute 
workout is as effective to improv-
ing health and fitness as a longer 
workout,” says Meghan Nichols, 
registered dietician and project 
manager of Research and Devel-
opment at Nutrisystem.

• Drink more water: Sometimes 
when you feel hungry, you’re actu-
ally thirsty. Before eating, drink 

water to feel fuller. Replace sug-
ary beverages with the good stuff 
-- eight glasses daily is a good 
target.

• Get support. Friends and 
family can be great cheerlead-
ers. And an expert dieting coach 
can answer your questions. Visit 
www.Nutrisystem.com for sup-
port, where trained counselors are 
available seven days a week via 
phone and email.

• Track progress. Tracking your 
journey can help you keep focused 
on end goals. Make it convenient 
by downloading a free app you 
can use from your phone that 
features tools to plan meals and 
track weight, workouts and meas-
urements.

Give your New Year’s diet reso-
lutions more chance for long-term 
success by achieving quick, mod-
est results right out of the gate.

HEALTH

Track your weight regularly. Photo courtesy of Statepoint

Fuel your 2014 New Year’s 
weight loss resolutions
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CENTER LOCATION
Bronx Center
Address: 400 East Fordham Road,  
 7th Floor (entrance on  
 Webster Avenue)

Phone: (718) 960-7910

NYC Business Solutions is a 
set of services offered by the 
Department of Small Business 
Services to help businesses 
start, operate and expand in 
New York City.

Launching a Business:
NYC Motorcycle Parking

Running Your Business:
Wildchild Nation

Opening a New Location:
Five Guys Burger & Fries

Whether you are an entrepreneur, running a small business 

or a large corporation, NYC Business Solutions can work for 

you — for free. Our team has the experience and resources 

to address many of the challenges you face and objectives 

you aspire to reach. Our purpose is your success — whether 

you need financing assistance, legal advice, ways to score 

new business opportunities with the government, recruiting 

assistance or help with permits and licenses.

Why should you work with us? 
We get results. Each year we provide no-cost, customized services to 

help over 9,000 entrepreneurs and small business owners reach their 

goals. Last year we:

 Facilitated 659 loans and lines of credit for businesses, helping   

  them access over $61 million in financing through our lending partners

 Saved over  700 businesses an average of $1,283 each on legal fees  

  thanks to pro-bono legal consultations 

 Helped more than 500 businesses recruit for 3,900 open positions 

 Helped 27 businesses train over 500 employees with more than $1.18  

  million in funding 

 Helped 105 businesses access the City of New York’s $15 billion   

  procurement budget by certifying them as Minority and Women-  

  owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE) 

 Provided business education courses to over 4,400 entrepreneurs  

  and business owners  

Put NYC Business Solutions  

to work for you

call 311, ask for  
NYC Business Solutions

TTY users, call 212-504-4115

log onto nyc.gov/nycbusiness
facebook.com/NYCBusiness
twitter.com/NYCBusSolutions 

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program – 
Auxiliary aids and services are  

available upon request to  
individuals with disabilities.

Our free services can take your business where you want it to go

it takes a lot to launch, build and operate a business
   OUR PURPOSE IS TO HELP BUSINESSES SUCCEED IN NEW YORK CITY

BUSINESS COURSES 

learn business skills

LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

receive legal advice

FINANCING ASSISTANCE 

access a loan

NAVIGATING GOVERNMENT 

cut through red tape

INCENTIVES 

access tax credits & other incentives

RECRUITMENT 

save money when hiring

TRAINING 

boost staff skills

SELLING TO GOVERNMENT 

reach new customers

CERTIFICATION 

become M/WBE certified
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GRAND OPENING!

MIDWOOD

ER-DOX Midwood
1797 Coney Island Avenue 

(between N & O) 
Brooklyn, New York

(718) 676-1499

FREE
Transportation

for qualifi ed 
visits

TREATING PATIENTS
OF ALL AGES

Free 

Flu Shots 

While 

Supplies 

Last

Free 

Flu Shots 

While 

Supplies 

Last
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. 
^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

1%
 I

S
 A

LL
 Y

O
U

 P
AY

 T
O

 D
R

IV
E 

A
W

AY
! 

W
E 

A
R

E 
S

U
R

E 
TO

 H
A

V
E 

A
 C

A
R

 T
O

 F
IT

 Y
O

U
R

 B
U

D
G

ET
! E

A
S

Y
 FIN

A
N

C
IN

G
! O

V
E
R

 3
0

 B
A

N
K

S
 O

N
 LO

C
A
TIO

N
! E

A
S

Y
 FIN

A
N

C
IN

G
!

†
†

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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Opera singer and recital-
ist Jessye Norman is this 
year’s choice to receive the 
AFUWI Bob Marley Award. 
The five-time Grammy 
Award winner was named 
the 2014 winner of the 
honor annually presented 
by the American Founda-
tion for The University of 
the West Indies (AFUWI) 
during their gala fundrais-
ing event. Slated to be held 
on Jan. 29 at The Pierre 
Hotel, the 17th Annual 
Legacy Awards Gala will 
regale the world-class tal-
ent because of her “contri-
bution to the advancement 
of arts and culture (which) 
transcend boundaries of 
race, color, creed and geog-
raphies.”

The black-tie affair 
emceed by media person-
alities Maurice DuBois, 
Lori Stokes and Susan L. 
Taylor, is endorsed annu-
ally by celebrated actor and 
Civil Rights activist Harry 
Belafonte who also serves 
as honorary patron to the 
cause which benefits needy 
students in pursuit of high-

er education. 
It is the “signature event 

of the foundation, and 
attracts those of like minds 
whose desire it is to invest 
in the journeys of the next 
generation of leaders, entre-
preneurs and professionals 
in their pursuit of their 
aspirations,” an AFUWI 
spokesperson said. 

Proceeds from the Gala 
are used to support some 
of the brightest students 
from across the Caribbean 
region at the University’s 
four campuses. Reportedly, 
aid is allotted to those who 
“face dire financial circum-
stances that threaten their 
ability to access a college 
education.”

Allegedly, last year, the 
foundation awarded 66 full-
tuition scholarships.

Other patrons of the 
mission includes: Answorth 

A. Allen, Mayor David N. 
Dinkins, Kaye Foster-Cheek 
and Janet Rollé. In addition 
to presentation of the pres-
tigious award, a number of 
individuals will be recog-
nized with Caribbean Lumi-
nary honors for their role 
as “standard bearers in the 
community.” They include: 
Gail E. D. Brathwaite, 
Executive Vice President 
of Bankwell Financial 
Group, Inc and Bankwell 
Bank in New Caanan, Con-
necticut, Michelle Elie, 
Haitian-American couture 
jewelry designer, and Dr. 
Velma Scantlebury-White, 
the first African-American 
female transplant surgeon 
in the USA.

Another, the Vice Chan-
cellor’s Achievement Award 
will be handed to Nick 
Charles, director of commu-
nications for LISC (Local 

Initiative Support Corpo-
ration) NYC and the Hur-
ricane Sandy Relief Fund, 
Elinor R. Tatum, publish-
er and editor in chief of 
the New York Amsterdam 
News, and Dr. Dwight Wil-

liams, board certified oral 
and maxillofacial surgeon. 

Previous recipients of the 
Bob Marley Award include 
actor Danny Glover, musi-
cian/singer Jimmy Cliff and 
dance choreographer Judith 

Jamison. 
For additional informa-

tion, please contact AFUWI 
at 212-759-9345 or visit 
www.afuwi.org

 Catch You On The 
Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Legendary opera star Jessye Norman.; 
 PRNewsFoto/Pasadena POPS Orchestra; Sean Gallup/Getty Images

Opera singer Norman to receive Bob Marley Award

Featuring
Brand New
Caribbean

Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect

Wedding for You
At Affordable

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets
And All
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving
Brooklyn Over

59 Years



Page 27 • Caribbean Life • Jan. 24—30, 2014

B

Q

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By Toni Dubois
Brooklyn Museum’s Tar-

get First Saturdays’ pres-
entation of dance,  music,  
film,  fashion co-sponspred 
by  CARIB Being, presents 
a diverse group of artists 
of  the  African Caribbean  
Diaspora  on February 1, in 
celebration of Black History 
Month.  

Some of the most 
thought-provoking and 
diverse artists incliuding 
Guadeloupean-born rapper, 
Mano D’iShango (known 
as Tysme) will be perform-
ing for the first time in the 
series.  He will be also per-
forming with special guests 
from Europe and his home-

town at the Brooklyn Muse-
um Target First Saturdays 
for Black History month.. 

CARIB Being founder/
director Shelley Worrell, 
who has the knack of find-
ing some of the most inter-
esting Caribbean artists 
around, discovered Tysme  

By Nelson A. King 
Despite a pall that was 

cast on the Vincentian com-
munity in the United States 
over the unexpected Christ-
mas tragedy and destruc-
tion at home by a freak 
storm, the Brooklyn-based 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines Nurses Association of 
New York, Inc. still sought 
to put on a very brave face in 
staging its inaugural Winter 
Wonderland Entertainment 
Evening.

“When we planned this 
event, this was not in our 
wildest dream,” Celia Bram-
ble, president and retired 
nurse told patrons at St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal Church 
on Dec. 29, alluding to the 
Christmas Eve storm. 

“In one of our meetings, 
we said we’ll reach out to 
the rural areas – Biabou, 
Chateaubelair, etc. But look 
at what happened,” added 
the retired colonel in the 
U.S. Army Reserve, while 

appealing for monetary 
contributions to the relief 
efforts.

“When we heard about 
this, we had to shift our 
focus to support the peo-
ple of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines,” she continued. 
“Your proceeds will support 
others at home.”

By EtCetEra
Following the release of a single 

called ‘Fete Away’ on his birthday 
in December, Soca artiste Blaxx is 
warning of some massive collabo-
rations set to be unleashed in the 
next few days and weeks. The Roy 
Cape All Stars leading vocalist has 
admitted to working with a number 
of big music producers already for 
the season, among them Juelio Nel-

son, Kernal Roberts who produced 
‘Fete Away’ and Barbados’ Peter 
Coppin and King Bubba- known for 
their great work. With eyes set on 
the big Carnival prizes, Blaxx has 
also made a decision he says is all 
about his supporters. 

A performance in Barbados some 
two months ago heard the artiste 
indicate his decision to exempt 
himself from the Trinidad and 

Tobago Soca Monarch competition 
while chatting with his audience 
on stage. He says he was jeered 
for the comment and immediately 
regretted it, having witnessed first 
hand, the effect it had on his fans. 
“I feel like I have no choice but to 
give the people what they want. 
They want me in the competi-
tion and because of that, I’ll be in 

Blaxx gets ready for Carnival

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 28

Continued on Page 28

Tysme 

Tobagonian crooner Hil-
ton Samuel performing at 
the Winter Wonderland 
Entertainment Evening.

Photo by Nelson A. King

Soca artiste Blaxx.

An entertaining 
‘Winter Wonderland’ 

First Saturdays FETE AWAY FETE AWAY 
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after listening to his song, ‘Se 
pou.’  

“When I heard that song, it 
was infectious,” she said. “It was 
one of those summer jams ... like 
when you hear it, it plays in your 
head all summer.”

Worrell added that she was 
“truly intrigued” and started to 
dig deeper into his work and the 
philosophy behind it ... the aca-
demic and thought process. 

“That’s how the song was for 
me.  That’s what really got me 
interested in his music.

Initially, Worrell said, Brook-
lyn Museum wanted him to 
perform back in August 2013, 
“based on the success that car-
ibBeing had with Target First 
Saturday in August when they 
were asked to participate again 
for Black History Month. “But he 
wasn’t available, so when Brook-
lyn Museum asked us to provide 
them with a proposal for Black 
History Month, naturally it was 
a wonderful opportunity to have 
him this time around,” Shelley 
added

Tysme -- an engineer by pro-

fession, who was born and raised 
in Guadeloupe, French West 
Indies in the late ‘70s,  developed 
an interest in hip-hop in his early 
teens, influenced by artists such 
as: A Tribe Called Quest, Phar-
cyde, Boot Camp Click, Blackstar 
and Erykah Badu. A former hip-
hop dancer and graffiti artist, 
he began writing rhymes at age 
15, then realized that rapping 
was his true calling. But his 
studies in France kept him away 
from the Hip-Hop scene that was 
developing in his homeland.  

While away Tysme and his 
“Karukera Crew” (K.C) set the 
foundations of the “Zayanntifik” 
concept, a term the MC’s used 
to define themselves as practi-
tioners of a discipline linked to 
mathematical sciences. 

On his first album,  “Zayann-
tifik (Ziontific)” released in 2010, 
Tysme used the sound of conch 
shell  on his song  “Sé Pou”, 
considered something new and 
original. The songs are in Guad-
eloupan Creole -- a local “pat-
ois” blend of French, English, 
Native Carib and West African 
languages.

the Soca Monarch competition, 
God’s willing, in 2014,” said the 
entertainer. He knows that for 
some people, him reneging on 
his previous words, which high-
lighted that he would not partake 
in the competition following the 
2013 showcase, may seem weak, 
but according to Blaxx, it’s some-
thing he feels he has to do for his 

fans once again. “Realistically, 
thousands come out to this event 
annually. It’s probably the one 
event in carnival that sees such 
a huge turnout. The people come 
to the venue expecting to see 
and hear the best Soca artistes 
sing the best songs. I have always 
been a part of that dynamic and 
for years, I’ve gotten the sup-
port of the people. I know there 

are people who come out just to 
see what I will bring each year. I 
just can’t disappoint my die hard 
fans,” he said. 

Separately, Blaxx says he is 
extremely excited about the pros-
pects that lie in wait for the Soca 
music genre- all with Bunji’s 
recent Soul Train Award win for 
Best International Performance, 
followed by the MTV Iggy tie for 
the coveted Song Of the Year 
title. “I’ll be next on the list of 
people to watch,” he said with a 
little laugh, albeit with a sense of 

seriousness that almost guaran-
tees that he will be among the top 
runners of Soca in 2014. No mat-
ter where this season takes him 
however, Blaxx says he is happy to 
still be among the forces, deliver-
ing great music alongside a team 
he coins ‘the best band around’.
He’s been at the forefront of Roy 
Cape for many years and in 2014, 
he says the band will present what 
he calls an entourage. “Things 
will be a little different with Roy 
Cape this year. There’ll be a lot 
of artistes hitting the stage with 
us at the various venues this 
carnival. Fya Empress is among 
them and of course there will be 
several others- some of whom 
I’ve done collaborations with,” he 
explained. 

Amid the excitement felt 
among Trinbagonians and Car-
ibbean people in general, in the 
past few weeks and months, rela-
tive to the music of the diaspo-
ra and how it has infectiously 
touched the world, Blaxx is call-
ing on Caribbean people to sup-
port the cultures of each island. 
“Just like we’ve supported reggae 
and dancehall music over the 
years, I would like to believe that 
Jamaicans, St. Lucians, Barba-
dians and all other West Indians 
are supporting the development 
of Soca music and rooting for the 
genre to go global. That’s what 
we need- more unity, because we 
all know unity is strength and 
strength is power,” he said. 

Bramble said patrons instantly 
dug into their wallets and pocket 
books in raising US$1,200 for the 
cause. 

She told Caribbean Life that a 
check in that amount will shortly 
be delivered to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines’ U.S. Consul General 
Selmon Walters who was present 
at the event and who chairs the 
Brooklyn-based St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines Relief Steering 
Committee.  

Besides the lost of nine lives, 
Walter spoke about damage done 
to homes and infrastructure, stat-
ing that it would cost in the region 
of EC$500 million to rebuild the 
nation. 

But, despite the gloomy picture 
at home, patrons also braved the 
rainy and cold weather to enjoy 
the festivity. 

“Despite the challenging weath-
er, so many people turned out to 
support the event,” Bramble said. 
“The feedback was fantastic. 

“We had a very short time to plan 
it; and, despite the short duration, 
it was really well received,” she 
added. “The atmosphere reflected 

the whole issue of the ‘Winter 
Wonderland’ theme.  

“The performers were very 
good, and they donated their serv-
ices,” continued Bramble, noting 
that children of member-nurses 
also participated in the event.

Continued from page 27 
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Frozen
Soundtrack

Beyonce
Beyonce

Nothing Was The Same
Drake

Prism
Katy Perry

Tribute
John Newman

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

Midnight Memories
One Direction

My Own Lane
Kid Ink

The Marshall Mathers LP 2
Eminem

Pure Heroine
Lorde

Counting Stars
OneRepublic 

The Monster
Eminem Feat. Rihanna 

Timber
Pitbull Feat. Ke$ha 

Wake Me Up!
Avicii 

Demons
Imagine Dragons

Royals
Lorde  

Hold On, We’re Going Home
Drake Feat. Majid Jordan 

Let Her Go
Passenger 

Burn
Ellie Goulding

Stay The Night
Zedd Feat. Hayley Williams

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Blaxx performing with  Erphaan Alves. 

Guadeloupan Creole
Continued from page 27 

Wonderland

Continued from page 27 

Ready for carnival

A liturgical dancer from Doreen 
Swift and Company. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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Aatsinki: The Story of 
Arctic Cowboys (Unrat-
ed) Lapland documentary 
chronicling a year-in-the-
life of a family of reindeer 
herders. (In Finnish with 
subtitles)

Enemies Closer (R for 
sexuality, drug use, profan-
ity and graphic violence) 
Action thriller about an ex-
Navy SEAL (Tom Everett 
Scott) who joins forces with 
his mortal enemy (Orlando 
Jones) in order to avoid the 
clutches of a ruthless drug 
cartel searching for a miss-
ing shipment. With Jean-
Claude Van Damme, Linzey 
Cocker and Zahary Baha-
rov. (In English and French 
with subtitles)

Gimme Shelter (PG-13 
for violence, profanity, drug 
use and mature themes) 
Coming-of-age drama 
about a troubled runaway 
(Vanessa Hudgens) who 
escapes her abusive mother 
(Rosario Dawson) to search 
for the long-lost father she’s 
never known (Brendan Fra-
ser) only to end up preg-
nant in a homeless shel-
ter. With James Earl Jones, 
Dascha Polanco and Steph-
anie Szostak.

Knights of Badassdom (R 
for violence, sexuality, drug 
use and pervasive profan-
ity) Horror comedy about a 
motley group of live-action 

role play gamers’ fight for 
survival after inadvertently 
summoning a demon from 
the depths of Hell. Co-star-
ring Peter Dinklage, Steve 
Zahn and Summer Glau.

Life Is Strange (Unrated) 
Post-World War II docu-
mentary examining the 
struggle for self-identity 
experienced by Jewish sur-
vivors displaced by the Hol-
ocaust.

Mercedes Sosa: The Voice 
of Latin America (Unrated) 
Reverential biopic exam-
ining the enduring legacy 
of Mercedes Sosa (1935-
2009), aka La Negra (“The 
Black One”), the Argentine 
folk singer who pioneered 
a progressive brand of 
music that inspired politi-
cal upheavals in Portugal, 
Spain and South America. 
Featuring Milton Nasci-
mento, Elba Bustelo and 
Luz Casenave. (In Spanish 
with subtitles)

Run & Jump (Unrated) 
Family drama, set in Coun-
ty Kerry, Ireland, about an 
anxious housewife’s (Max-
ine Peake) effort to reha-
bilitate her 38 year-old hus-

band (Edward MacLiam) 
after a debilitating stroke 
with the help of a reas-
suring American doctor 
(Will Forte). With Sharon 
Horgan, Clare Barrett and 
Ciara Gallagher.

Stranger by the Lake 
(Unrated) Sexplicit 
homoerotic thriller revolv-
ing around a couple (Pierre 
Deladonchamps and Chris-
tophe Paou) enjoying a pas-
sionate, summertime affair 
at a secluded lakeshore in 
southern France who sud-
denly find themselves the 
prime suspects in the mur-
der of an acquaintance 
(Francois Renaud Labar-
the) also frequenting the 
popular, gay pickup spot. 
With Mathieu Vervisch, 
Gilbert Traina and Jerome 
Chappatte. (In French with 
subtitles)

Visitors (Unrated) Dia-
logue-free documentary, 
shot in black & white by 
Godfrey Reggio (Koyaan-
isqatsi) and scored by 
Philip Glass, insinuating 
that humanity has become 
increasingly mesmerized 
by technology.

By Kam Williams 
Eugene Brown (Cuba Gooding, 

Jr.) was so worried about return-
ing to his neighborhood in inner-
city Washington, DC after serving 
17 years for bank robbery that he 
shared his concern with his cell-
mate Searcy (Dennis Haysbert). The 
wise, old elder responded by mak-
ing an analogy between life and the 
game of chess amounting to the 
simple suggestion “Take care of the 
king.”

He also handed Eugene a chess 
piece, hoping it might serve as a 

constant reminder to avoid trouble 
by employing fundamental game 
strategy. And that practical piece of 
advice would come in handy, espe-
cially since landing employment 
would turn out to be quite a chal-
lenge, given his criminal record.

But rather than break the law 
again for a quick buck, Eugene dis-
played the patience to wait until 
he found a legit job as a janitor. 
Working at the same high school 
his children had attended, he was 
afforded an opportunity to redeem 
himself when asked by the princi-
pal (LisaGay Hamilton) to monitor 
detention, too.

Instead of just having the stu-
dents stand at the blackboard and 
write, “I will not be late for class” 
or “I will not forget my homework” 
50 times, Eugene came up with the 
inspired idea of teaching them how 
to play chess each afternoon. Soon, 
he founded a chess club as a regu-

lar afterschool activity and viable 
alternative to the gangsta ways so 
many of the troubled youth found 
attractive.

Meanwhile, Eugene needed to 

mend fences with his estranged off-
spring, college coed Katrina (Rach-
ae Thomas), and black sheep Marcus 
(Jordan Calloway), a juvenile jail-
bird following in his father’s foot-

steps. That proves easi-
er said than done since 
the absentee-dad wasn’t 
around for either’s forma-
tive years.

Written and directed 
by Jake Goldberger (Don 
McKay), “Life of a King” 
is a warts-and-all biop-
ic based on the down-
fall and resurrection of 
the real Eugene Brown. 
As raw and realistic as 
it is predictable and cli-
ché-ridden, this modern 
morality play does at least 
drive home a pertinent 
message for adolescents 
in the targeted demo-
graphic.

A Sunday school-style 
parable which makes very effective 
use of chess mastery as a metaphor 
for negotiating the perilous gauntlet 
of possible ghetto pitfalls.

“Life of a King”
Very Good (2.5 stars)
Rated PG-13 for drug use, 
violent and mature themes
Running time: 100 minutes
Distributor: Millenium 
Entertainment

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the
 latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Dennis Haysbert and Cuba Gooding, Jr. in “Life of a King.

Independent & Foreign Films

Ex-con opens chess club for at-risk kids

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELAT IVIT Y MEDIA A CUBEVISION/RAINFOREST FILMS PRODUCTION
A TIM STORY FILM “RIDE ALONG” JOHN LEGUIZAMOICE CUBE KEVIN HART BRUCE MCGILL TIKA SUMPTER AND  LAURENCE FISHBURNE CHRISTOPHER LENNERTZMUSIC

BY
STORY

BY GREG COOLIDGEICE CUBE MATT ALVAREZ LARRY BREZNERWILL PACKERPRODUCED
 BYRON MUHAMMAD CHRIS BENDER JC SPINKNICOLAS STERNEXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC AND VARÈSE SARABANDETHIS FILM CONTAINS DEPICTIONS OF TOBACCO CONSUMPTION

SCREENPLAY
BY GREG COOLIDGE AND JASON MANTZOUKAS AND PHIL HAY & MATT MANFREDI DIRECTED

BY TIM STORY A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2013 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 
FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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FRI., JAN.24
BALLET: Celebrate 35 years with Visionaries 
at Florence Gould Hall, 55 E. 59th St., NYC. 
Visionaries, the first of two programs in the 
series Legends And Visionaries, performs at 
7:00 p.m. Tickets are $30 ($20 for students and 
seniors) and are available for purchase at www.
ticketmaster.com or by calling (800) 982-2787.

ZUMBA: Join us for a dance-fitness class that’s 
friendly and fun from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. It 
uses the Zumba formula, with modified moves 
and pacing for active older people and those 
just starting their journey to a fit and healthy 
lifestyle. Be sure to let your doctor know you’ll 
be taking part in an exercise class. Each event is 
free and open to the public 206-20 Linden Blvd. 
in Cambria Heights, Queens. To RSVP call, 
(646) 476 -1294

SUPPORT CAREGIVERS: Take advantage 
of this opportunity to meet one-on-one with 
Greg Johnson, EmblemHealth’s director of 
Community Outreach and creator of the Care 
for the Family Caregiver Program from 11:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Family caregivers are welcome 
to meet with him for support and advice. Each 
event is free and open to the public.  206-20 
Linden Blvd. in Cambria Heights, Queens. To 
RSVP call, (646) 476-1294.

SAT., JAN. 25
YOUTH FESTIVAL: Join the Grenada Inde-
pendence Anniversary Committee of New York 
in celebrating the 40th anniversary of Grenada’s 
Independence at 7:00 p.m. This event is free and 
open to the public. Holy Cross Auditorium, 2530 
Church Ave. (between Bedford and Rogers Ave.). 
For more information, call (212) 599-0301. 

HOMEBUYERS FAIR: Chhaya will be holding 
its 5th Annual Homebuyer Fair from 12:30 - 
5:00 p.m. at P.S. 69, 77-02 37th Ave., Jackson 
Heights, Queens. Come meet with lenders and 
industry experts and learn more about the 
homebuying process. If you have any questions, 
please contact yangchen@chhayacdc.org or 
you can reach us at (718) 478-3848. If you are 
interested in volunteering for this event, please 
email us at info@chhayacdc.org.

COMPETITION: In celebration of Grenada’s 
Independence, the Grenada Independence 
Anniversary Committee of New York will host 
a Calypso Competition at 5:00 p.m. Admission: 
$20. Tropical Paradise, 1367 Utica Ave. (between 
Foster and Farragut Ave.). For more informa-
tion, call (212) 599-0301. 

BALLET: Celebrate 35 years with Visionaries 
at Florence Gould Hall, 55 E. 59th St., NYC. 
Visionaries, the first of two programs in the 
series Legends And Visionaries, performs at 
7:00 p.m. Tickets are $30 ($20 for students and 
seniors) and are available for purchase at www.
ticketmaster.com or by calling (800) 982-2787.

NEW YEAR: In collaboration with the Junior 
League of Pelham, Chinese New Year returns 
to Pelham Art Center with family-friendly 
activities commemorating the beginning of 
the Year of the Horse! From 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 

p.m., paper-craft workshops will be held in 
which participants can create a Chinese lan-
tern or a traditional banner decorated with 
calligraphy. At 11:15 a.m., members of Kwan’s 
Kung Fu from Peekskill, NY, will perform a 
traditional Lion Dance, believed in Chinese 
culture to scare away evil spirits and to bring 
good luck. As part of the Folk Arts Series, this 
event is free and open to all ages. Please RSVP 
at (914) 738-2525 ext. 111.

WINTER WORKOUT: January is Family Fit 
Month, which should catapult you and your 
family’s drive to be healthier from 3:00 p.m. - 
6:00 p.m. It does not take a genius to realize 
the consequences of inactivity and loads of 
unhealthy foods, so why not use your family 
as support in becoming a more fit and active 
unit! The workshop will include: Information 
on the importance of staying healthy as a fam-
ily through health and nutrition and a family 
exercise class. We will have give-aways and light 
refreshments. Each event is free and open to 
the public at 206-20 Linden Blvd. in Cambria 
Heights, Queens. To RSVP call, (646) 476-1294.

MON., JAN. 27
SITTING EXERCISE: Join us for a DVD 

workout  from 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m, that can 
improve your stability and balance and help you 
stay mobile. It is designed to develop strength 
and enhance your ability to perform the activi-
ties of everyday life, making it perfect for sen-
iors. Use of hand weights is optional. Please let 
your doctor know that you will be taking part 
in an exercise class. Be sure to let your doctor 
know you’ll be taking part in an exercise class. 
Each event is free and open to the public 206-20 
Linden Blvd. in Cambria Heights, Queens. To 
RSVP call, (646) 476-1294.

WED., JAN. 29
SCREENING: Legendary theater director Peter 
Brook—whose 1987 magnum opus produc-
tion of The Mahabharata inaugurated the 
BAM Majestic Theater (now the BAM Harvey 
Theater)—offers a rare glimpse into his creative 
process in this engaging behind-the-scenes doc-
umentary. BAMcinématek presents this special 
sneak preview of Peter Brook: The Tightrope, 
followed by a Q&A with BAM iconic artist Peter 
Brook and director Simon Brook. Peter Brook: 
The Tightrope at the Film Society of Lincoln 
Center. Peter Jay Sharp Building. 7:00 p.m. 
Admission: $16 ($11 Cinema Club Members; 

Movie Moguls free) 30 Lafayette Ave. Brooklyn, 
NY 11217-1486.

FRI., JAN. 31
SOLIDARITY NIGHT: Join the Grenada Inde-
pendence Anniversary Committee of New York 
for Caribbean Solidarity Night in celebration of 
Grenada’s Independence. This is an event free 
for the public at 7:00 p.m. Holy Cross Audito-
rium, 2530 Church Ave., (between Bedford and 
Rogers Ave.). For more information, call (212) 
599-0301. 

ONGOING

MON., JAN. 6 - SAT., MAR. 22
WINTER WORKSHOPS: Registration has 
already started but it is not to late to get in 
on the action. Registration for classes and 
workshops is ongoing throughout the term. 
Families, adults and children can choose from a 
variety of classes and workshops running morn-
ing, afternoon, evening and on weekends. Pel-
ham Art Center Members receive 10 percent off 
classes. Need-based scholarships and payment 
plans are available. The Winter Catalog can be 
found on the Art Center’s website, pelhamart-
center.org/education, or call (914) 738-2525 ext. 
111 to request one by mail or email. Students 
may register online, in person, by mail, email, 
phone or fax. Pelham Art Center administrative 
hours are Tuesday- Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m. and Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

FRI., JAN. 31 – SAT., MAR. 29, 2014
MIGRATION NARRATIVES: Pelham Art 
Center is pleased to announce a group exhibi-
tion of kinetic sculpture, installation, draw-
ing, painting, and video narratives by seven 
contemporary artists. There will be an opening 
reception and all age hands-on workshop 
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Admission is free. 
This multi-media exhibition relates stories of 
individual transitions from one state of being to 
another. Independent Curator, Lisa A. Banner is 
an art historian and Visiting Associate Professor 
at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, NY. Additional 
free public programming will include a Curator 
Talk on Thursday, Feb. 27, 6:00 p.m.

HOME HELP FOR DISABLED: If you are a 
disabled homeowner living in Brooklyn or have 
someone disabled living in your household, you 
may qualify for up to $5,000 in home repair 
grants. Repairs must be geared toward making 
the home accessible and convenient for the 
disabled person. Sponsored by Neighborhood 
Housing Services of East Flatbush, a not-for-
profit housing organization, and the New York 
State Housing Trust Corporation. For more 
information, please call (718) 469-4679.

If you have an event you would like to post 
in Sun Kulcha, please email your submission 
to Caribbeanlife@cnglocal.com. All submis-
sions are subject to a review by the editor.

 Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

CALYPSO COMPETITION
JAN. 25: In celebration of Gre-
nada’s Independence, the Grenada 
Independence Anniversary Com-
mittee of New York will host a 
Calypso Competition at 5:00 p.m. 
Admission: $20. Tropical Paradise, 
1367 Utica Ave. (between Foster 
and Farragut Ave.). For more 
information, call (212) 599-0301. 

JAN. 24: Join us for a dance-fitness class that’s 
friendly and fun from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. It uses 
the Zumba formula, with modified moves and pacing 
for active older people and those just starting their 
journey to a fit and healthy lifestyle. Be sure to let 
your doctor know you’ll be taking part in an exercise 
class. Each event is free and open to the public 206-20 
Linden Blvd. in Cambria Heights, Queens. To RSVP 
call, (646) 476 -1294

FREE ZUMBA CLASS

JAN. 25: Chhaya will be holding its 5th Annual 
Homebuyer Fair from 12:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at P.S. 
69, 77-02 37th Ave., Jackson Heights, Queens. Come 
meet with lenders and industry experts and learn 
more about the homebuying process. If you have 
any questions, please contact yangchen@chhayacdc.
org or you can reach us at 718-478-3848. If you are 
interested in volunteering for this event, please email 
us at info@chhayacdc.org.

HOMEBUYER FAIR
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$149LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

CHEROKEE LATITUDE

$25,495BUY
FOR

Auto, Stk #JT14330, MSRP $30,475. *Lease for $149/mo. for 39 mos. @ 7,500 
miles/yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest  cash included.

*

Spoiler, Fog Lights, 4WD, Power Heated Mirrors Available

$129LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  C H R Y S L E R

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$24,995BUY
FOR

Auto, Stk #CT1445, MSRP $32,855. *Lease for $129/mo. for 36 mos. @ 7,500 
miles/yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest  cash included.

*

Leather, Navigation, Dual Zone AC, Entertainment System Available

OR

OR

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

1 Year
FREE

Satellite Radio!

COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
COMPLETELY NEW

OWNERSHIP!
We Work Hard to Get You Pre-Approved!

COMPLETELY NEWDEALERSHIP!
COMPLETELY NEWDEALERSHIP!

$179LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 4  J E E P

GRAND CHEROKEE
 LAREDO

Auto, Stk #JT14137, MSRP $36,780. *Lease for $179/mo. for 36 mos. @ 7,500 
miles/yr. with $2,995 down. $0 Sec. Deposit. $1,000 conquest  cash included.

*

*

Dual Zone AC, Heated Seats, Power Liftgate, Roof Rails Available

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

PER
MO.

2013 CHRYSLER 300
STK# P0544, 28K MILES

Bluetooth, 
Heated Front 
Seats, Leather, 
DVD Player

$19,990

Certifi ed Pre-Owned Vehicles 
2013 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
STK# P0581, 13K MILES

Laredo, Spoiler, 
Bluetooth,
Dual Zone AC,
Sunroof

$29,990

2013 RAM 1500 SLT
STK# PO471, 17K MILES

Quad Cab, 4WD,
Satellite Radio,
Cruise Control,
Keyless Entry

$25,800
K I N G S  C H R Y S L E R  J E E P  D O D G E  R A M

K I N G S C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338

Customers must qualify for Tier 1 credit. All taxes and fees not included. Must qualify for all rebates. 

Dept. of Consumer Aff airs (DCA) # 1435478. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) # 7114167. Off ers expire 1/31/14.



Page 33 • Caribbean Life • Jan. 24—30, 2014

B

Q

FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Azad Ali
President of the West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB) Dave Cameron has congratulated 
former president Dr. Julian Hunte for being 
awarded Knight Commander of the Order of 
Saint Michael and Saint George (KCMG).

The government of St. Lucia recently 
announced that Dr. Hunte will be knighted 
for his outstanding contribution to the pub-
lic and private sectors in St. Lucia and the 
Commonwealth Caribbean community.

Hunte is the third former WICB president 
to be knighted after the late Sir Clyde Wal-
cott and Sir Wesley Hall.

“Dr. Hunte’s service to St. Lucia in the 
realms of politics, sports, diplomacy and 

By Robert Elkin
The running 

sport is very pop-
ular, especially 
in Jamaica, West 
Indies, especially 
with the sprint-
ers. After the high 
school students 
receive their edu-
cation and run-
ning experience, 
some of them 
seek to further 
their academics 
by attending col-
leges in the Unit-
ed States. They join the running or field 
teams in college.

This is the case with one student in 
Omari McDonald who led a 3-4-5 placing 
for Monroe College in the Yale Invitational 
Track and Field Meet indoors at the Coxe 
Cage in New Haven, Connecticut.

Incidentally, the facility under went 
major renovation last summer and com-
pleted in November when the entire oval 
and infield of the Frank Shorter 1969 track 

By Patrick Horne
The college draft for the 19th Major 

League Soccer (MLS) season, which kicks 
off on March 8, was completed on Thurs-
day, Jan. 16 at the Philadelphia Conven-
tion Center and Jamaican Andre Blake 
became the first goalkeeper and first 

Jamaican selected as the number one 
pick. Blake was chosen by the Philadel-
phia Union in the first position overall in 
the 2014 MLS SuperDraft.   

Blake was among three Jamaicans 
selected in the first round as midfielder 
Andre Lewis was chosen seventh by the 

Vancouver Whitecaps and defender Dam-
ion Lowe was selected eighth by the Seat-
tle Sounders. A fourth Jamaican player, 
midfielder Romena Bowie from Virginia 
Commonwealth University, was expected 
to be drafted in a later round. 

Three Jamaicans in MLS Superdraft

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Omari McDonald.
Photo courtesy of Monroe 

College

Connecticut Huskies goalie Andre Blake #18 makes a save prior to an NCAA Soccer game between the Connecticut 
Huskies and the Syracuse Orange at the SU Soccer Stadium in Syracuse, New York. Cal Sport Media via AP Images

Track star 
to watch

Julian Hunte 
now a Knight NCAA PICKSNCAA PICKS
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The 23-year-old Blake, who 
stands at 6 ft, 4 inches, was 
selected by the Union after a 
stalwart three-year career at 

the University of Connecti-
cut. “It is my hope to become 
the best professional I can be, 
while being an ambassador 
for Jamaica on an off the 
field,” said Blake.  “I truly feel 
blessed.”

Blake thanked his youth 
coaches in Jamaica, the 
Jamaica Football Federa-
tion, his college coach Ray 
Reid and his agent, “for 
assisting me along the way.” 
His agent, Romel Wallen of 
Pro Goals Sports said that 
Blake’s success was the 
result of “hard work and 
consistent dedication.”  The 
goalkeeper played for the 
Jamaican under-17 and 
under-20 teams and was a 
part of the recent Reggae 
Boyz unsuccessful World 
Cup qualifying campaign.

Lewis, who played for St. 
George’s College and Port-
more United FC, both in 
Jamaica, was drafted by the 
Whitecaps after performing 
well at the college combine 
in Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. The 
19-year-old is considered one 
of the most talented young 
players in Jamaica. Born in 
Spanish Town, he represent-
ed Jamaica on the under-17 
team that qualified for the 
2011 Under-17 World Cup in 
Mexico and also played for 
the under-20 squad. 

Lowe, 20, the son of 
former Jamaican interna-

tional Onandi Lowe, played 
three seasons at the Uni-
versity of Hartford and was 
an all-conference performer 
and led Harford to an Amer-
ica East Conference champi-
onship. “Words can’t explain 
how I feel right now because 
I’ve made a lot of people 
proud,” Lowe said. “In my 
life, I’ve been through ups 
and downs.  I come from a 
place where not many peo-
ple become successful or 
fulfill their dreams.

The tall defender from 
Kingston, who attended 
Camperdown High School 
and played for Jamaican 
powerhouse Harbour View, 
represented his country 
on the under-20 team in 
the 2013 CONCACAF U-20 
Championship and scored 
in Jamaica’s 4-1 win over 
Puerto Rico. “I’m just glad 
for this great opportunity 
and I’m looking forward to 
great things in Seattle.”

NEW-LOOK 
TORONTO FC

As the MLS kicks off 
in early March, the effort 
for parity in the league is 
most evident in Toronto. 
The franchise in that city, 
Toronto FC, seems to be an 
enigma: while it has been 
one of the worst teams in 
MLS at least for the past 
four seasons in terms of on-
field performance, it is one 
of the most successful fran-
chises in the area of fan sup-
port and game-day attend-
ance. In 2013, Toronto FC 
(6-17-11, 29 pts. in 2013) 

was among the three worst 
teams in the league. 

MLS now seems to have 
made this Toronto FC enig-
ma its special project this 
season and has worked 
with Toronto FC to help 
it to improve its on-field 
performance and help it 
to keep up with its other 
cousins north of the bor-
der, namely the Vancouver 
Whitecaps and the Montreal 
Impact, both of which are 
good performers on and off 
the field.

This season, Toronto will 
have in its line-up a stalwart 
trio. Joining Toronto is one 
of the U.S. best midfield-
ers, a top English Premier 
League player and England 
International and a prov-
en MLS star and Canadi-
an international - Michael 
Bradley, Jermain Defoe and 
Dwayne De Rosario.   

Bradley, a mainstay in 
the U.S. squad for the 2014 
World Cup, was brought in 
from AS Roma in Italy for a 
transfer fee of US$10million; 
Defoe, a member of the 
England national team, was 
transferred from Tottenham 
Hotspurs in the English Pre-
mier League for a fee just a 
bit less that Bradley’s, while 
Canadian international De 
Rosario, a past two-time 
MLS Cup winner and MVP 
with Houston Dynamo and 
the San Jose Earthquakes, 
was brought back after a few 
years hiatus. Also brought 
in to help the trio is a young 
Brazilian striker, Gilberto.  

Toronto also used the 

MLS SuperDraft to select 
top defender, Nick Hag-
glund from Xavier Univer-
sity, with the 10th pick in 
the first round. So, in an 
effort to improve on parity 
in the league, Toronto FC 
should now be in a position 
to have parity in its overall 
operation.

USA U-20 WOMEN 
WIN TITLE

The United States under-
20 women’s team defeated 
Mexico, 4-0, to win its third 
straight CONCACAF Wom-
en’s Under-20 Champion-
ship and its fourth overall 
on Sunday at the Truman 
Bodden Stadium in George-
town, Cayman Islands. Both 
teams qualified for the FIFA 
Under-20 World Cup in Can-
ada this summer. Costa Rica 
beat Trinidad and Tobago, 
7-3, to finish third and also 
qualify for the World Cup.

The U.S. was undefeated 
and un-scored upon in the 
five games. The Americans 
scored 29 goals on their way 
to the championship as they 
knocked off Costa Rica (6-0), 
Jamaica (3-0) and Guatema-
la (10-0) in the group stage 
and Trinidad and Tobago 
(6-0) in the semifinals.

Mexico beat the Cayman 
Islands (6-0), Honduras (10-
1) and Trinidad and Tobago 
(3-0) in the group matches, 
before topping Costa Rica 
in the semifinals (3-1). In 
the third place match, Costa 
Rica rallied from a two-goal 
deficit to defeat Trinidad in 
extra-time, 7-3.

government and his serv-
ice to cricket in the Wind-
ward Islands and the West 
Indies make him unques-
tionably deserving of this 
illustrious honor,” Presi-
dent Cameron said.

“The West Indies crick-
et family is extremely 
proud to salute Dr. Hunte 
as he is set to receive such 
esteemed recognition for 
his contribution to sport 
and society.”

Dr. Hunte was elected 
president of the WICB 
in 2007 and served until 
2013.

He was also president of 
the St. Lucia Cricket Asso-
ciation and the Windward 
Islands Cricket Board of 
Control for more than two 

decades, served as a direc-
tor of the International 
Cricket Council during his 
tenure as WICB president 
and chaired the global 
governing body’s Govern-
ance Review Committee.

were replaced with a state 
of the art Beynon-poured 
surface.

All of the athletes cer-
tainly enjoyed competing 
in the renovated facility. 
And so did Jamaica native 
McDonald, who posted a 
50:14 for third place in 
the 400 meters, one place 
ahead of teammate Wal-
ter Penate, who ran a 
50.40 and another Mon-
roe teammate Brian Sap-
pleton, who ran the same 
distance in 50.63.

Originally from King-
ston, Jamaica, but now 
residing in New Rochelle, 
New York, the 19-year-old 
McDonald started running 
at the age of three down in 
his native land and even-
tually went on to play soc-
cer, a popular sport in the 
Caribbean. 

“Running is like a cul-
ture,” McDonald said after 
his race. 

At Prep School in 
Jamaica, his primary dis-
tance was the 200 and 400 
meters, both outdoors. 
Now he has to get used 
to the indoor sport in the 
States. As far as soccer 
is concerned, he played 
center forward but gave 
this booter sport up in the 
seventh grade.

“It (the weather) was 
beautiful in Jamaica,” he 
recalled. “And we lived 

near the beach.”
Last fall, his first time 

at  Monroe, he practiced, 
informally, with his team-
mates who were also 
sprinters at the college.

“The facilities at Monroe 
College, are great,” he said. 
“Living near the school is 
really good. We are close 
to the train (transporta-
tion) and practice facili-
ties.” 

In addition to track, 
Monroe has a decent bas-
ketball program that sends 
its players into four-year 
colleges to complete their 
education and sports. And 
St. John’s University is one 
of the major four-year col-
leges on Monroe’s list.

Monroe is a two-year 
college that belongs to 
the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association. 
All the better athletes have 
one goal in mind-to reach 
the Nationals at the end 
of the season-whether it be 
in cross country, or indoor 
track, or outdoor track. The 
same is true for the four 
year college student ath-
letes.

After McDonald finishes 
two years of junior college 
at Monroe, he plans on mov-
ing up to the next level by 
attending and finishing out 
his athletic and academic 
career at Florida State Uni-
versity because the climate 
at the latter college is just 
like that in Jamaica.

Continued from page 33 

Continued from page 33 

Continued from page 33 

Damion Lowe, right, is congratulated after being selected by Seattle Sounders FC in the 2014 Major League Soc-
cer SuperDraft, Thursday, Jan. 16, 2014, in Philadelphia.  AP Photo/Matt Rourke

Former WICB president 
Julian Hunte. AP Photo/

Andres Leighton

League Soccer Omari McDonald

‘Arise, Sir Julian’
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West Indies Cricket Board 
President Dave Cameron 
must recognize that West 
Indies cricket has taken a 
deeper fall in its manage-
ment, selection panel, coach 
and captaincy. Some prop-
er action must be taken to 
create an admirable image 
of West Indies cricket. Too 
many inconsistencies, lack 
of proper communication 
and a total loss of effective 
strategies to uphold the dig-
nity of the sport and if Mr. 
Cameron does not act, this 
would show weakness under 
his administration. At this 
time he should be calling for 
resignations of certain indi-
viduals as in captain, coach 
and chairman of selectors.

PLAYERS MUST 
PARTICIPATE 
WHERE THEY 
PERFORM BEST

Too many players are 
emerging and starting 
their careers and after a few 
series they are thrown to 
the wayside because they 
are not technically correct 
or maybe they were cho-

sen for the wrong format of 
the game. The West Indies 
approach has to be differ-
ent at all the levels. It starts 
with the leadership.

NAGICO SUPER50 
STARTS JAN. 30

Eight teams will com-
pete in this year’s Super50 
competition. The teams 
In group “A” are Jamaica, 
Windward Islands, Guyana 
and Ireland. Group “B” will 
be Trinidad, Barbados, Lee-
wards and Combined Col-
leges and Campuses. West 
Indies cricket team has not 
been doing well around the 
region. The competition 
will instil in the players the 
way to go about captur-
ing 50-over matches. Chris 
Gayle will captain Jamai-
ca, Christopher Bramwell 
will lead Guyana, Guyana 
won this competition in 

1980, 1983, 1985, 1993, 
1995, 1998, 2001 and 2003. 
Guyana squad: Cristopher 
Branwell {captain}, Rohin 
Bacchus, Trevon Griffith, 
Leon Johnson, Shivnar-
ine Chanderpaul (vice cap-
tain} Narsingh Deonarine, 
Pamnersh Sarwan, Royston 
Crandon, Assad Fudadin, 
Anthony Bramble (Wicket 
keeper}, Devendra Bishoo, 
Veerasammy Permaul and 
Ronsford Beaton. Guyana 
will play Ireland on Jan. 31, 
Windward Islands on Feb. 4 
and Jamaica on Feb. 8. All 
the Super50 games will be 
played in Trinidad.

JEROME TAYLOR 
RETURNS FOR 
JAMAICA

Jamaica’s right-arm fast 
bowler Jerome Taylor who 
played 29 Test matches and 
picked up 82 wickets will 

return to his team in this 
year’s Super50 competition. 
Taylor’s best figures were 
in 2009 against England 
at Sabina Park in Jamaica 
when he took 5 wickets for 

11 runs as England were 
bowled out for 51. 

Taylor’s return should be 
good, not only for Jamaica, 
but also for the West Indies 
provided he hits top form. 

With Kemar Roach, Tino 
Best and Jerome Taylor in 
form, they should be a great 
force as specialist bowlers 
when they set out to do 
their jobs in Tests.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies Jerome Taylor prepares to hit the fi nal ball of the match against the 
South Africa at a Twenty20 International cricket match in North Sound, Antigua. 

AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File

WICB president must act quickly!
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

THEME: WINTER OLYMPICS

ACROSS
1. Abstains from food
6. Female sib
9. Like Homer Simpson’s head
13. Freeze
14. Notable time
15. Andrea Bocelli, e.g.
16. Third rock from the sun
17. “I thee ___”
18. Loosen laces, e.g.
19. *Number of participating Olym-
pic sports
21. *Kerrigan’s nemesis
23. Nest egg
24. Poacher’s trophy
25. A small amount of liquid
28. Shining armor
30. Ultra bookworm
35. Viewer’s appreciation
37. Riyadh native
39. Yokel’s holler
40. Kournikova or Karenina
41. Nostrils
43. German mister
44. From center to perimeter of 
circle, pl.
46. Ricci of fashion
47. Nonclerical
48. *First Winter Olympics host
50. Solid part of wall
52. Code word

53. Mosque V.I.P.
55. Party bowlful
57. *Olympic athlete of yesteryear
61. *It happened on ice, 1980
65. Computer woe
66. Cowboy’s heel prod
68. Trial and _____
69. Unable to move
70. Funerary vase
71. More then one crocus
72. *Gold winning ice dancers, Tor-
vill and ____
73. Pilot’s announcement, acr.
74. Exemplary

DOWN
1. Medieval domain
2. Popular smoothie berry
3. #1 Down laborer
4. Little Richard’s “_____ Frutti”
5. Orb shape
6. Fastened stitches
7. Rage
8. Ascetic holy Hindu
9. Form a curve
10. Opposed to
11. Tender cut
12. Small amount of residue
15. *Eurasian winner of 88 medals 
but no winter ones
20. *Only Olympian to win Gold in 
summer and winter
22. Nile viper

24. Government system in pre-
revolutionary Russia
25. *Keeps neck warm in Sochi?
26. Of an arm bone
27. Chinese bear
29. Persia
31. “Matilda” author
32. Beforehand
33. Waterwheel
34. *Relayed flame
36. Sacrifice for gain
38. Out of shape
42. Saudi Arabia native
45. Most frozen
49. Down Under runner
51. Do like Tarantino
54. Lock horns
56. Avoid an attack
57. Zealous
58. Collier’s office
59. A particular region
60. *Speed skaters often touch the 
ice making one
61. Madonna’s 2012 release
62. Field yield
63. Centers of activity
64. *American speed skating great
67. You know it when you see it?
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