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By Bert Wilkinson
The murder rate in Trinidad 

for much of the past decade has 
topped more than 400 per year 
and violent crime has had such a 
debilitating effect on politics on 
the island nation that Opposition 
Leader Keith Rowley said it had 
much to do with the heavy defeat 
of the then People’s National 
Movement (PNM) in the 2010 
general elections, and predicts 
that a similar fate awaits Prime 
Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar 
and her cabinet with less than 
two years left for fresh polls.

By the middle of this week, 
police had recorded a stagger-
ing 19 murders in seven days 
for this year; a figure which has 
sent alarm bells through a soci-
ety that has already lived through 

two coup attempts, gangland vio-
lence of various types and other 
forms of unrest in recent years. 
And up to press time, police were 
also investigating reports of yet 
another gun murder near a taxi 
stand in the Arima area east of 
Port of Spain, the capital.

Clearly shaken up by the string 
of murders of infants, the elderly 
and the young and able-bodied, 
Persad-Bissessar called a meeting 
of her national security team to 
read the proverbial riot act and 
to indicate that no more excuses 
will be accepted by responsible 
ministers and other top officials 
in the sector.

“I have made clear to each 
member of the NSC that they 
would be held personally 

19 Murders in 7 Days

By Trenton Daniel
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Haitian and Dominican offi-
cials met Tuesday in an effort 
to resolve mounting tension 
between the Caribbean neigh-
bors that was reflected in a recent 
court ruling that threatens to 
strip the citizenship of people of 
Haitian descent who were born in 
the Dominican Republic.

The talks are part of a new 
binational commission that aims 
to discuss issues including com-
merce, migration, the environ-
ment and border security. The 
countries share the Caribbean 
island of Hispaniola.

But the main topic under dis-
cussion was a September court 
ruling that threatens to revoke 
citizenship from thousands of 

people living in the Dominican 
Republic who are mostly of Hai-
tian descent. They could be sent 
to Haiti even though they weren’t 
born there.

“The Haitian government is 
asking for concrete measures to 
be taken to protect the funda-
mental rights of people of Haitian 
origin,” Prime Minister Laurent 
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Caribbean 
U.S. health authorities have 

issued a travel advisory for the 
French Caribbean dependency of 
St. Martin because of a mosquito-
borne viral disease that is appar-
ently being spread locally at the 
start of the winter tourist season. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said it is 
closely following reports of the 
chikungunya virus among resi-
dents of the French side of a tiny 
island in the northeast Caribbean 
marketed as the 
Friendly Island. 

It’s the first 
time the disease, 
typically found in 
Africa and Asia, has been reported 
in the Western Hemisphere among 
people who have not traveled 
recently, suggesting that the virus 
is now being carried by infected 
island mosquitoes. 

“Microbes know no boundaries, 
and the appearance of the chikun-
gunya virus in the Western Hemi-
sphere represents another threat 
to health security,” CDC Director 
Tom Frieden said in a statement. 

The World Health Organization 
has reported 10 confirmed cases 
in tourism-dependent St. Martin, 
which splits the island with the 
Dutch constituent country of St. 
Maarten.

Bahamas
Bahamas police were kept busy 

over the Christmas season having 
to deal with a murder spree, which 
left four dead in a drive-by shoot-
ing in Nassau, Bahamas and sev-
eral robberies and stabbings. 

Police said they are seeking the 
public’s help for two suspects in 
the shooting deaths. 

Police said a car approached 
a Nassau park on 
Friday Dec. 27, 
2013 and those 
inside fired sev-
eral shots before 
speeding off. Eleven people were 
wounded. Nassau’s New Provi-
dence Island has experienced a 
surge of violent crime in recent 
years. The U.S .Department of 
State says the incidents are not 
directed at tourists but could place 
innocent bystanders in jeopardy. 

Barbados
The National Union of Public 

Workers (NUPW) is calling for a 
reduction in the Value Added Tax 
(VAT) as well as a 30 per cent 

cut in the salaries of government 
ministers as it seeks to avert plans 
by the government to cut an esti-
mated 3,000 public sector jobs in 
the New Year.

 The Freundel Stuart adminis-
tration said that the plan to cut 
public service jobs would result in 
the government saving as much as 
BDS$143 million and that the gov-
ernment had also agreed to insti-
tute a “strict program of attrition” 
across the central public service, 
filling posts only where it is abso-
lutely unavoida-
ble, over the next 
five years, ending 
2018-2019.

“This attri-
tion is expected 
to reduce central government 
employment levels from approxi-
mately 16,970 to 14, 612 jobs – a 
projected loss of 2,358 posts; and 
savings of BDS$121 million. Over 
the current 19-month adjustment 
period public sector employment 
will be reduced by an additional 
501 jobs with a projected savings 
of BDS$26 million,” Finance and 
Economic Affairs Minister Chris 
Sinckler said earlier this month. 
The government said that the first 
2,000 job cuts would take place 

by Jan. 15, followed by others by 
March 1.

Dominica
Dominica would need approxi-

mately EC$45 million to rebuild 
its infrastructure, following the 
passage of a low-level trough sys-
tem recently that caused wide-
spread damage and death in the 
Caribbean, Prime Minister Roo-
sevelt Skerrit has said. 

Skerrit, speaking to reporters 
after a special Cabinet meeting 
last week, said his administration 
had also agreed on several meas-
ures to ease the plight of citizens 
affected by the 
weather system 
that washed away 
bridges, damaged 
homes, business 
and roads.

“We are talking about a total 
sum, based on the advice on the 
Ministry of Public Works, to be in 
the area of EC$45 million (and) 
for rehabilitation of infrastructure 
and mitigation and to clean up, 
we talking about a project cost of 
EC$830,000.” He said.

Skerrit said Cabinet had agreed 
people whose homes had been 
damaged by the storm would 

receive 100 per cent assistance 
from the government. In addition, 
the government has also decided 
to pay rent for a limited period 
for some families who would have 
to be relocated, as well as provide 
school books and other educa-
tional material to students who 
suffered losses during the passage 
of the system.

Grenada 
A High Court judge has ruled 

against admitting a former mem-
ber of the People’s Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) to the local 
bar. 

Justice Margaret Price-Find-
ley recently ruled against the 
request by Ewart Layne, even 
though members 
of the Grenada 
Bar Association 
(GBA) had argued 
for his admit-
tance during the hearing.

 In her oral judgment, the judge 
made reference to Layne’s role in 
the collapse of the Grenada revo-
lution, his subsequent conviction 
for murder and the time served in 
prison as the basis for her refusal.

Layne is one of the so-called 
Grenada 17 who served 25 years 

in prison for murdering then left 
wing prime minister Maurice 
Bishop and members of his PRG 
government. Others jailed were 
Bishop’s deputy Bernard Coard and 
his wife, Phyllis. Layne said that he 
would appeal the court ruling to 
the OECS Court of Appeal.

Guyana 
Guyana is seeking help from 

experts in Florida to help the 
South American country properly 
manage and develop its vast sys-
tem of national parks. Environ-
ment Minister Robert Persaud said 
recently that he has held meetings 
with officials at 
the South Flori-
da National Parks 
Trust.

Persaud said 
Guyana also wants to improve its 
environmental education cam-
paigns and revise its policies to 
better protect and develop natural 
resources. Protected areas in Guy-
ana include Kaieteur Falls, a sce-
nic waterfall in the country’s cen-
tral region that measures about 
741 feet (226 metres).

Haiti
The Barbados-based Caribbean 

Development Bank (CDB) says it is 
providing a US$11 million grant to 
Haiti to assist the French-speak-
ing Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM) country improve access to 
primary education and early child-
hood development. 

The project, which will target 
poor children as 
well as enhance 
equity and gov-
ernance of the 
education sector, 
will provide for 
tuition waivers, student nutrition 
and health, pre-service and in-
service teacher training, school 
textbooks, multi-grade learn-
ing programs, and activities to 
improve student literacy skills. 

It will also support community-
based activities for school build-
ing and teacher training and will 
improve governance and enhance 
financial management and pro-
curement skills within the min-
istry of National Education and 
Vocational Training, the CDB said 
in a statement. It said the project 
is an integral component of the 
National Education for All Strat-
egy and would support the Opera-
tional Plan for Education articu-

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Kenneth Kerr, climate meteorologist at the Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Service, ex-
plains how computer modeling is used to provide agrometeorology services to farmers.
 IPS/Jewel Fraser

Meterology holds the key to farming

Continued on Page 16
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By Nelson A. King 
Even as Caribbean 

American Congresswoman 
Yvette D. Clarke has reit-
erated her call on United 
States President Barack 
Obama to suspend depor-
tations to the Caribbean, 
the Republican Speaker of 
the House of Representa-
tives, John A. Boehner, has 
signaled his intention to 
embrace a series of limited 
changes to U.S. immigra-
tion laws. 

Aides to Boehner say he 
is committed to “step by 
step” initiatives to revise 
the immigration laws.  

In giving immigration 
advocates new hope for 

2014, the House Speak-
er has reportedly hired 
Rebecca Tallent, a longtime 
immigration adviser to 
Sen. John McCain (R-Az.), 
a long-time advocate of 
immigration reform. 

Immigration advocates 
also say Boehner has hired 
Tallent because of his pen-
chant to make an “immi-
gration deal” this year.

Additionally, advocates 
say Boehner’s end-of-year 
criticism of Tea Party 
groups, accusing them of 
losing “all credibility”, indi-
cates his plans on immi-
gration. 

“The American people 
are skeptical of big, com-

prehensive bills, and frank-
ly, they should be,” Boehner 
told reporters recently.

“The only way to make 
sure immigration reform 
works this time is to 
address these complicated 
issues one step at a time,” 
he added. “I think doing so 
will give the American peo-
ple confidence that we’re 
dealing with these issues 
in a thoughtful way and a 
deliberative way.” 

Obama, on the other 
hand, said he is open to 
the piecemeal approach 
on immigration favored by 
House Republicans only if 
it does not abandon com-
prehensive goals in legisla-

tion that passed the Senate 
last summer. 

In the interim, immigra-
tion change advocates con-
tinue to demand an end to 
deportations.

“I have asked President 
Obama to suspend deporta-
tions of non-violent persons 
until we enact comprehen-
sive immigration reform 
that permits these families 
to resolve their legal sta-
tus in the United States,” 
Clarke, who represents the 
9th Congressional District 
in Brooklyn, New York, told 
Caribbean Life.  

“In each instance of 
deportation, families are 

By Nelson A. King 
Still very disheartened 

by the freak Christmas Eve 
storm that left nine people 
dead and an estimated EC 
$150 million in damages, 
Vincentian nationals in 
the United States continue 
to work feverishly in send-
ing relief supplies home. 

“I cannot find words to 
express my feelings about 
the Diaspora – not only 
in New York but outside 
New York,” Edson Augus-
tus, Deputy St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines’ New 
York Consul General, who 
is also deputy chairman of 
the Brooklyn-based Vin-
centian Relief Steering 
Committee, told Carib-
bean Life.    

“They (nationals) gave 
sacrificially – not only 
of their time but also of 
the items requested,” he 
added. “We worked as a 
family.”

As relief operations on 
Sunday wound down at 
the center, which served as 
the chief operating venue, 
Augustus urged the com-
munity to bring supplies 
to Standard Shippers, 3116 
Clarendon Rd., Brooklyn, 
for shipment home. 

He said items needed 
include pots and pans, bed 
sheets, curtains, mops, 
buckets, soap, deodorant, 

furniture and medical 
supplies.

Augustus said the first 
shipment of relief supplies, 
transported free of cost by 
Amerijet, arrived at E.T. 
Joshua airport in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines 
on Jan. 2. 

That shipment of 77 
barrels comprised, among 
other things, food items, 
clothes, medicine, water 
and toiletries. 

Augustus said another 
shipment – a 40 ft. contain-
er – of the foregoing items, 
plus tools and shoes, was 
expected to arrive home 
later this week.   

He also disclosed that 
St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Richmond, VA, has donat-
ed four, 400-lb pallets of 
medicine.  

Douglas Howard, the 
newly-elected president of 
the Brooklyn-based St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines 
Progressive Organization 
of New York (SPOONY), 
an arm of the main oppo-
sition New Democratic 
Party (NDP), told Carib-
bean Life that his group 
on Sunday donated 10 bar-
rels, a large box and a pal-
let of relief supplies to its 
homeland. 

He said the pallet of 
canned milk and Milo was 

By Amun
The inauguration cer-

emony for the Honorable 
Inez Barron, Council Mem-
ber for the 42nd District was 
held on Friday, Jan. 3 at New 
York City Hall in the Coun-
cil Chambers. It was a very 
festive occasion. Food was 
served for the first two hours 
from 5:00 till 7:00 p.m., giv-
ing attendees an opportuni-
ty to enjoy the cuisine, have 
lengthy conversations and 
recover from effects of the 
unpleasant weather. It was 
bitter cold and the streets 
and sidewalks were still cov-
ered with snow. In spite of 
the weather the hall was full 
when the ceremony started 
at 7:00 p.m.

Peggy Iman Washington, 
the Mistress of Ceremony 
welcomed the audience 
and proceeded to open the 
program. First there were 
the African drummers fol-
lowed by the Rev. Eyesha 
Maribul Dance Ensemble, 
and the pouring of the liba-
tion. There was an acknowl-
edgement of family, Council 
Member Barron’s two sons, 
Jelani and Jawanza and their 
families were in attendance, 
elected officials, John Lui, 
Council Members Jumaane 
Williams, Benjamin Davis 

and of course Charles Bar-
ron, special guest, Mayor 
Chokwe Lumumba of Jack-
son, Mississippi, Viola Plum-

mer, Brenda Stokely, Andre 
Mitchell, Larry Hamm, Rev. 
Dr. Herbert and Rev. Karen 
Daughtry. Michael Tarif 

Warren, Dr. James McIntosh 
and many more. There were 
remarks by Joyce Scott-

Deputy New York Consul General and deputy chair 
of the Relief Steering Committee, Edson Augustus, 
addressing volunteers, fl anked by committee mem-
bers. Photo by Nelson A. King

Mrs. Inez Barron and her husband, Charles during her inauguration. Photo by Amun

Inauguration Ceremony for 
the Brooklyn Barrons

Boehner open to immigration deal

Vincentian 
storm relief 

efforts continue 

Continued on Page 9
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accountable for any further fail-
ure to keep the peace and pro-
tect our citizens. And so once in 
charge, the respective arms of 
the respective security services, 
they must perform. No shades 
of grey, no excuses, no apolo-
gies. The government and peo-
ple of Trinidad and Tobago are 
demanding results now. “Hav-
ing given these mandates and 
effectively removed any room for 
excuses, I will myself be very 
closely monitoring and actively 
following the progress made by 
each arm of the protective and 
security services,” she said.

The call to action came days 
after fellow Cabinet Minis-
ter Rodger Samuel called for a 
resumption of death-by-hang-
ing for violent criminals, as he 
argued that it is possibly the only 
solution left to deter criminals. 
The head of government, how-

ever, said that there is division 
in Cabinet and in other halls of 
power as to whether hanging 
would serve as a deterrent in 
addition to the various levels of 
appeal criminals have at their 
disposal to delay executions.

To deal with the situation, the 
police administration has can-
celled vacation time for officers 
at every level and plans to deploy 
additional vehicles and intelli-
gence officers to get a handle on 
crime.

 Violent crime has led to a 
‘musical chair’ of sorts for secu-
rity ministers in the past 10 
years with at least six serving in 
the capacity. Each had vowed to 
crush it only to be relieved on 
their appointments in a matter 
of months. Current boss Gary 
Griffith has to take note.

As an indication of how serious 
the situation is, Keith Rowley, 
the man touting himself as the 
prime minister-in-waiting not 
only predicts the fall of the gov-
ernment at the hands of crime 
but also said it had brought down 
the PNM at the mid-2010 polls.

“I can’t recall any time in 
this country a bloodbath tak-
ing place like this week,” Row-
ley said, attributing the party’s 
heavy defeat to runaway mur-
ders. “The main issue was the 
PNM’s failure to reduce the vio-
lent crime,” he said.

 Persad-Bissessar says: ” Our 
nation has seen an unprecedent-
ed spike in violence and mur-
der. This spike occurred despite 
increasing efforts in focusing 
resources, implementation, mod-
ified equipment, new technology 
and police visibility.”

Kamla gets tough on 
the security services

Continued from cover
Lamothe said in a prepared state-
ment following the talks at an 
industrial park in the Haitian 
border town of Ouanaminthe. 
“The Dominican government 
made this guarantee.”

Then he added, his remarks 
broadcast live on national televi-
sion: “The two parties recognize 
that this subject was not neglect-
ed” in the talks.

The closed-door discussions 
were the first of what will be 
monthly meetings to discuss 
trade, the environment, security 
and the court ruling, which has 
been condemned by the United 
Nations, Caribbean leaders and 
human rights groups.

Representatives from the U.N., 
Caribbean Community, European 
Union and Venezuela will serve 
as observers and lend advice, 
Lamothe said.

The Dominican Republic’s 
National Office of Migration said 
it’s going to provide temporary 
papers for Haitians who work in 
the country, Lamothe also said.

Details will be discussed fur-
ther at the next meeting, sched-
uled for Feb. 3 in the Dominican 
Republic.

The Tuesday gathering was 
scheduled after a December meet-
ing in Venezuela at which Hai-
tian President Michel Martelly 
and Dominican President Danilo 
Medina agreed to try to resolve 
tensions surrounding the court 
decision and other differences.

Dominican officials had ini-
tially said they wouldn’t discuss 
the court ruling, which they say 
cannot be appealed. Dominican 
and Haitian officials will have to 
find a creative way to annul the 
decision.

The decision from the Domini-
can Republic’s Constitutional 
Court states that people born in 
the country after 1929 to foreign-
ers living illegally in the coun-
try are not automatically granted 
citizenship.

Human rights groups decried 
the plan and the ruling, saying 
that an estimated 200,000 peo-
ple could lose their citizenship, 
the majority of them of Haitian 
descent. The government main-
tains that only some 24,000 would 
be affected.

Associated Press writer 
Ezequiel López Blanco contrib-
uted to this report from Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic.

Finding a solution
Continued from cover

“I can’t recall any 
time in this country 
a bloodbath taking 

place like this week,” 
The main issue was 
the PNM’s failure to 
reduce the violent 

crime.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 
sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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"We know that there are airport workers 
...who work their tails off and are still living 

at or barely above poverty."
- President Obama

Shareeka Elliott
JFK Airport Terminal Cleaner

Jan 20  #Day2Dream

AIRPORT WORKERS ARE TAKING A STAND
On Martin Luther King Day 
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given, by a distribution out-
let in the East New York sec-
tion of Brooklyn, through 
the efforts of Allyson Seales, 
a member of the Relief 
Steering Committee. 

UN Ambassador, I. Rhon-
da King, also commend-
ed the New York Diaspo-
ra in particular for “their 
response and the way in 
which they have stepped up 
to the plate. 

“This is what nation-
building is all about – work-
ing together,” she told Carib-
bean Life. “This is what the 
prime minister had asked 
us to do in his Independ-
ence message (last Octo-
ber). “New York is certainly 
acceding to that call.”  

Meantime, the Brooklyn-
based Vincentian Ameri-
can Adventist Association 
(VAAA), in collaboration 
with the New York Consu-
late General, next Saturday, 
Jan. 18, at 6:00 p.m., will 
stage a gospel concert to aid 
relief efforts.

The event, which takes 
place at the Boys and Girls 
High School, 1700 Fulton 
St., in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Brooklyn, features leading 
Vincentian and Caribbean 
gospel artistes, including 
Trinidadians Wayne and 
Devon Johnson, Pastor 
Wendy Mitchell and Vin-
centians Theophilus Homer 
and Evangelist Ellsworth 
“Lifeboy” Quammie.

Popular, award-winning 
gospel artiste, Bridget 
Blucher, will be unable to 
perform since she will be at 
home at the time. 

“We are our brother’s 
keeper,” said Beverly Reg-
isford-Henry, the VAAA’s 
president and event coor-
dinator, quoting a popular 
biblical verse and repeating 
the theme of the concert. 
“Come and support a wor-
thy cause.”

Storm relief efforts find 
popular support

Continued from page 3 

forcibly separated, leav-
ing behind a husband or 
wife without a spouse or 
children without a parent,” 
added Clarke, who is the 
Ranking Member of the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives’ Subcommittee on 
Cybersecurity, Infrastruc-
ture Protection, and Secu-
rity Technologies. 

“These forced separa-
tions of families are exces-
sive and has created a crisis 
that has resulted in more 
harm than good,” she con-
tinued. “The exercise of 
excessive deportation is 
inhumane and flies in the 
face of the values and mor-
als of a nation established 
by immigrants for immi-
grants. We cannot allow 
this exercise to continue.” 

In announcing the year-
end removal numbers, the 
United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) agency said Jamai-
cans were among the top 
10 nationals deported in 
2013.  

ICE said the top 10 
deportees were from Latin 

American and the Carib-
bean, with 1,119 from 
Jamaicans. 

ICE also said that 2, 462 
nationals from the Domini-
can Republic were deport-
ed. 

The immigration agency 
said Mexico continues to be 
the leading country of ori-
gin for those removed, fol-
lowed by Guatemala, Hon-
duras and El Salvador.

The figures for Mexico 
show 241,493 deportees; 

Guatemala 47,769; Hon-
duras 37,049; El Salvador 
21,602; Ecuador 1,616; Bra-
zil 1,500; Colombia 1,429; 
and Nicaragua 1,383. 

ICE said 98 percent of 
the agency’s total removals 
were convicted criminals, 
recent border crossers, ille-
gal re-entrants or those 
previously removed “in line 
with agency’s enforcement 
priorities.”

Clarke said “many of 
these men and women have 

lived in the United States 
for practically their entire 
lives. 

“Many arrived here in 
their youth as children and, 
in many cases, entered the 
United States lawfully and 
were granted resident sta-
tus,” she said. 

Immigration officials 
said the number of depor-
tees this year was 10 per-
cent fewer than in the pre-
vious year. 

ICE said the government 
deported 343,020 immi-
grants, from Oct. 1, 2012 to 
Sept. 7, 2013, who were in 
the U.S. illegally.

“I would bet money that 
it will be done before the 
presidential election of 
2016,” said Sen. Charles 
E. Schumer (D-NY), and 
one of the architects of the 
immigration legislation 
in the Senate, referring to 
possible passage of com-
prehensive immigration 
reform. 

“But I think there’s a 
very good chance it will get 
done considerably sooner 
than that — in 2014,” he 
added.  

Favorable climate for immigration reform
Continued from page 3 

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Let Us Fight For You To Get The Money You Deserve. 

If You Have Been Hurt In An Accident, 
You May Be Entitled To Compensation.

JEROME NEUMAN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

3917-14th

Avalaible for Other Legal Services Including: Wills, Foreclosures, Real Estate 

Closings, Business Transactions, Employment Discrimination, Disability Benefi ts

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

Go to www.
Caribbeanlifenews.com 
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We are now accepting applications for 
the Spring 2O14 Workshop at Macy’s!

If you are a woman or person of color 
and own your own business, we invite 
you to apply for the Workshop at Macy’s! 
You’ll gain insight from seasoned Macy’s 
pros and Macy’s partners, and get the 
tools you need to succeed and sustain 
growth in the retail industry.

Apply today at macysinc.com/workshop

“You cannot fi nd 
this education 
anywhere else.”

PICTURED: Amber Lee-Forrester, 
Kane & Couture. Past participant 
of The Workshop at Macy’s.
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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By Jewel Fraser
PORT OF SPAIN, Dec 31, 2013 

(IPS) - In the southwest penin-
sula of Cedros, one of Trinidad’s 
driest areas, Jenson Alexander 
grows the cocoa used for many 
years by the British chocolate 
giant Cadbury.

Dry conditions mean that he 
frequently faces bush fires, a chal-
lenge compounded by increas-
ing climate variability that makes 
it difficult to predict when an 
extended dry season, and the fires 
that accompany it, are likely to 
occur.

“We are dealing with a sci-
ence that has large uncertainties 
and 10 days ahead is very long 
in terms of how the atmosphere 
may or may not change.” -- Ken-
neth Kerr

So in May, when the Trini-
dad and Tobago Meteorological 
Service (TTMS) began issuing 
weather bulletins specifically to 
keep farmers updated on expected 
weather conditions, he found a 

measure of relief.
“Before, it was difficult when 

you were expecting to have rain 
and [instead] you were having 
drought…and bush fires,” Alex-
ander told IPS.

The 10-day bulletins for farm-
ers that the TTMS issues have 
considerably reduced the uncer-
tainty, he said. “Now we have 
updates, we can plan better, if we 
are having an extended dry sea-
son. So bush fires won’t affect us” 
as they did before, he said.

Kenneth Kerr, a climate mete-
orologist at TTMS, told IPS that 
“cocoa farmers have indicated 
that they found the bulletins very 
useful.”

Trinidad boasts some of the 
finest cocoa in the world and 
the makers of Cadbury chocolate 
once owned and operated a cocoa 
estate in the island.

Kerr is one of two meteorolo-
gists in Trinidad and Tobago who 
produce 10-day forecasts geared 
specifically to the farming com-

munity. The other, Arlene Aaron-
Morrison, is a trained agromete-
orologist as well as a climatolo-
gist.

Aaron-Morrison explains that 
the work of a meteorologist dif-
fers somewhat from that of an 
agrometeorologist. “The focus is 
different,” she said. “A meteorolo-
gist focuses on aviation meteorol-
ogy while the agrometeorologist 
focuses on agriculture.”

The decision to provide cli-
mate forecasts specifically for 
farmers came out of a joint ini-
tiative launched in 2010 by the 
Caribbean Institute for Meteor-
ology and Hydrology, the World 
Meteorological Organisation, the 
Caribbean Agricultural Research 
and Development Institute, and 
the National Meteorological and 
Hydrological Services of 10 Car-
ibbean countries.

This initiative is known as the 
Caribbean Agrometeorological 
Initiative (CAMI).

Farm forecasts try to decode 
a capricious Trinidad climate

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more.
Continued on Page 29

Brayboy, Inaugural Committee; 
Andre T. Mitchell, Man-Up, Inc.; 
Viola Plummer, D12 and The 
Freedom Party, and the Charles 
Barron.

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba 
of Jackson, Mississippi was the 
keynote speaker and he gave a 
very uplifting speech with lots of 
anecdotes of confrontation with 
racist situations in Mississippi. 
He also laid out a guide for pro-
gressive political leadership indi-
cating that a good leader is also a 
good follower and that you can’t 
do anything without the support 
of the people. Mayor Lumumba 
is an attorney with a long his-
tory of Black radical activism. 
He shunned running for politi-
cal office until 2009 when he 
was elected to City Council in 
Jackson. On July 1, 2013 he took 
office as mayor of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.

The oath of office was admin-
istered by the Rev. Dr. Herbert 
Daughtry and assisted by the 
Hon. Charles Barron, the former 
Council Person for the 42nd 
Council District. Council Mem-
ber Inez Barron not only took 
the official oath of office, but 
also one from the community 
pledging to continue to fight for 
affordable housing, better public 
education, opposition to stop and 
frisk, and to continue to repre-
sent the poor and working class 
of the district and their aspira-
tions. Council Member Inez Bar-
ron was elected with 96 percent 
of the vote and she succeeds 
her husband, Charles Barron 
as Council Person for the 42nd 
Council District, which includes 
East New York and portions of 
Brownsville and Canarsie. She 
was formally State Assembly-
woman for virtually the same 
district.

 © Amun/Ankhra House, Ltd.

Inauguration ceremony
Continued from page 3
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To the Editor:
What if we could create a 

program that would strengthen 
our tax base, make government 
spending more fiscally responsi-
ble and provide a powerful finan-
cial incentive to low-income 
workers? It sounds too good to 
be true. 

But it already exists and dates 
back to 1938 – the minimum 
wage.

When wages are too low for 
even full-time workers to buy 
basic necessities, workers turn 
to taxpayer-funded programs 
like food stamps and Medicaid. 
A surprising beneficiary is the 
low-wage employer who is being 
subsidized by taxpayers. 

It’s a perverse incentive pro-
gram. A corner business or giant 
retailer like Costco that pays 
a starting wage of $11.50 an 
hour gets no government subsi-
dy while a store across the street 
paying the federal minimum 
wage of $7.25 is actually getting 
a government handout because 
it pays a substandard wage. This 
does not make economic sense.

Unfortunately, the minimum 
wage has been eroding for dec-
ades. The minimum wage under 
Republican President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1956 was actu-
ally 18 percent higher than it 
is today, adjusted for inflation. 
We can’t progress as a nation 
this way. 

Back in 1914, Henry Ford dou-
bled the average autoworker’s 
pay and reduced their workday 
to eight hours in order to cut 
turnover and enable them to 
afford to buy the Model T. He 
understood the crucial connec-
tion between worker wages and 
consumer demand. 

Too many business people 
have unlearned this lesson and 
our economy continues to suffer 
as customers have less to spend 
on the products businesses have 
to sell. If cutting wages were the 
answer, our economy would be 
humming right now. 

Raising the minimum wage is 
a great way to boost consumer 
demand because every addition-
al dollar that goes into the hands 
of a low-income worker is very 
likely to be spent, thus spurring 
business sales and economic 
growth. Our economy needs this 
boost from the bottom up. 

We employ hundreds of cus-
tomer service and warehouse 
workers at Uncommon Goods. 
Our lowest wage for seasonal 
workers is $12 – up from $11 
in 2012 and $10 in 2011. Full-
time workers earn more. We see 
higher productivity and lower 
turnover when employees are 
fairly compensated. And as we’ve 
raised our starting wage, our 
entry-level workers have become 
more financially self-sufficient. 
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OP-EDS

By Patrina C. Jones, Ph.D.
When Leticia “Tish” James 

strut onto the podium to be 
sworn in as New York City’s 4th 
Public Advocate, I was instantly 
reminded of Sojourner Truth’s 
own strutting to the podium on 
another historic day in 1851 at a 
Women’s Rights Convention in 
Akron, Ohio to give her “Ain’t I 
A Woman?” speech. Back then, 
Women, Black people, and Chil-
dren lived enslaved to a sys-
tem that did not consider them 
worthy of human dignity. On 
that date, Truth defined the 
reputation of a Black woman as 
a public advocate with a power-
ful voice. She also encouraged 
all women to see themselves 
as extraordinarily resilient. As 
the speaker remarked person-
ally, “I could work as much and 
eat as a man – when I could get 
it – and bear the lash as well. 
And ain’t I a woman?” Truth 
believed that this voice worked 
best as a public service for soci-
ety’s most vulnerable mem-
bers. The public advocate, true 
to her word, used her voice, 
her power, to advocate for the 
human rights and dignity of 
her Black sisters. 

Even before that, as early 
as 1831, Maria Stewart, the 
first Black woman to speak 
on women rights issues in 
the United States, suggested 
through her public speeches 
that the moral wellbeing of 
Black girls and women must 
be the priority of local states, 
and of the Nation. In one her 
most prominent speeches, 
Stewart argued that we should 
“let our girls possess what ami-
able qualities of soul they may; 
let their characters be fair and 
spotless as innocence itself.” 
Stewart encouraged putting 
into place positive support sys-
tems, including customs and 
beliefs which reinforced respect 
and equality for all classes of 
women, safe and secure hous-
ing, educational opportuni-
ties, respectable employment 
without discrimination, and 

fair wages. Stewart used her 
reputation as a public advocate 
to platform the moral uplift 
of Black women as a national 
priority. 

In this way, Ms. James is not 
the “first,” woman of color to 
hold such a position, at least 
not technically. Her historic 
“first” relates to her 2013 city-
wide election to replace Mayor 
Bill De Blasio. Created in 1993, 
the Public Advocate’s office 
operates as a voice for New 
York City’s citizenry. Section 
24 of the city charter created 
this office to provide oversight 
of city agencies, and to listen to 
and address citizen complaints 
about city shortcomings. The 
P.A. also serves on the com-
mittee to select the director of 
the independent budget office. 
While the office has existed in 
our City for the last 20 years, 
Ms. James joins a legacy of 
female public servants who 
for the last two centuries used 
their voices to advocate for the 
legal, social and moral uplift 
of Black women. And so, as we 
begin a new administration, I 
encourage Ms. James to honor 
her heritage, and its blessings, 
but to also to continue to main-
tain this voice for women. 

Ms. James, it is your duty to 
ensure that our women have 
access to healthcare, employ-
ment, education and housing. 
This must be a priority from 
day one. Ms. James, I hope that 
you may present the urgency of 
ending domestic violence and 
violent crimes against Black 
women, namely rape and kid-
napping. Ms. James, please use 

this moment to fight for the 
fair hiring of Black women in 
respectable jobs at excellent, 
fair pay, equal to their male 
counterparts. Please use your 
voice to give speeches signaling 
the intention of the City to pri-
oritize the moral development 
of a key voting bloc and demo-
graphic. You have a proven 
record of getting the job done. 
Your outstanding work with 
the Legal Aid Society, and as an 
Assistant Attorney General for 
Brooklyn, ensured a champion 
for low income children and 
families. You’ve worked with the 
Civil Rights Division to address 
the NYPD’s policy on Stop and 
Frisk. You were an important 
player in the council’s passage 
of the Safe Housing Act (2007) 
which required accountability 
on the part of landlords to pro-
vide prompt and humane hous-
ing repairs. You also continue 
to fight for afterschool funding 
and services. This gives us high 
hopes about you. 

Ms. James, I pray that you 
may be a voice for our young 
Black girls. I pray that you 
may be an advocate for Black 
women, for all women, regard-
less of class, sexuality, race or 
any other distinctive quality. 
This has to be the priority of 
your tenure and the test for 
which your legacy will be deter-
mined. Will you continue what 
your foremothers began of 
using voice to advocate a safer, 
healthier world for women? 
You are a product of Howard 
University, which I believe has 
done more if not the most to 
further the advancements of 
Black women in our world. I 
can name a few: Zora Neale 
Hurston, Toni Morrison, Dr. 
Tracey Walters. These fantastic 
Black women remembered why 
God gifted them with a voice; 
they remembered why they 
were chosen to become celebri-
ty; they remembered why they 
were called to election. I mean 
this both in secular terms and 

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Ms. James, I pray 
that you may be 
an advocate for 

Black women, for all 
women, regardless 
of class, sexuality, 
race or any other 
distinctive quality.

Women as a  priorityA business owner’s 
case for raising the 

minimum wage
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Whether or not he figured his 
taking the reins in New York to have 
such broad political reach, the new 
mayor has found himself almost 
immediately propelled into being 
the national face of progressivism. 
It is to Bill de Blasio’s credit that he 
has all along not been the least bit 
shy about baring his progressive/
liberal orientation and proclaim-
ing his intention to pursue policies 
faithful to that identity. In so doing, 
the mayor comes off as somewhat 
of a maverick, bucking a trend that 
has seen so many players, even ones 
purportedly of liberal bent, shun the 
label as something toxic for quite a 
while now, clearly in the interest of 
political survival.

In his bold stand as an unrecon-
structed progressive, de Blasio has 
set himself up for a torrent of criti-
cism of his every move, most assur-
edly  from sources on the right. 
On the “Face the Nation” program 
on CBS last Sunday, conservative 
frontliner Peggy Noonan evident-
ly couldn’t contain her delight at 
being presented a de Blasio-bash-
ing opportunity, taking it way over 
the top to describe the mayor as a 
“former Sandinista.” Instant que-
rying of that wild characterization 
from a startled host Bob Schieffer 

elicited from Noonan some muddled 
modification of her original jibe.    

If de Blasio’s demeanor since win-
ning the mayoralty is any guide, 
he’s not about to be fazed by such 
thrashing of where he’s coming 
from. He used the occasion of his 
inaugural address New Year’s Day 
to reaffirm that his commitment 
to adhere to a progressive agen-
da wasn’t just campaign rhetoric. 
“When I said I would be taking dead 
aim on the tale of two cities, I meant 
it,” de Blasio reassured his audience, 
invoking the campaign theme that 
was the cornerstone of his pitch to 
voters, culminating in his lopsided 
victory last November.  

A focus on income inequal-
ity and, with it, an objective of  all 
New Yorkers earning a decent living 
wage; a tax on the city’s wealthi-
est that would be specifically desig-
nated for extended Pre-K and after-
school programs; reform of what 
de Blasio called “a broken” stop-
and-frisk program; ensuring basic 
worker benefits like paid sick leave; 
addressing an alarming number of 
hospital closings that compromise 
healthcare services in vulnerable 
communities  –  those familiar talk-
ing points repeatedly enunciated by 
de Blasio during the campaign will 

be priority issues for his administra-
tion, the mayor insists.   

In using his inauguration to set 
the tone for the new direction he 
would be taking at City Hall, de Bla-
sio pulled out all the stops, making 
sure that the optics, in particular, 
left no doubt as to how much of a 
break from the norm he intended to 
be. Helping to convey this were the 
presence of Harry Belafonte as an 
honored guest; rendition of a poem 
that emphasized underclass New 
York, as opposed to the gilded one 
the establishment favors; and hip DJ 
music supplanting the formal pomp 
and circumstance trappings of such 
occasions. It was a notable depar-
ture, too, for a young Latino Medgar 
Evers College student to be assigned 
the responsibility of introducing 
former President Bill  Clinton, after 
telling her immigrant family’s story 
of tenacity and determination.

Thanking Clinton, who admin-
istered the oath of office to him, 
de Blasio noted that the former 

president “broke through” a couple 
of decades ago when a conserva-
tive wave seemed to be sweeping 
the country. Clinton did indeed 
strike a significant blow against the 
country’s Reagan-led conservative 
thrust when he defeated Reagan’s 
former vice president, George H.W. 
Bush, in 1992. But, sensitive to the 
backlash potential of full-throttle 
social and fiscal conservative mes-
saging, Clinton skillfully refrained 
from going the in-your-face liberal 
route, choosing instead to accen-
tuate the “new Democrat” model 
that had boosted his ascendancy in 
the party and secured his nomina-
tion. While, as president, Clinton 
undoubtedly pursued a center-left 
agenda, his term was not without 
actions that riled the liberal wing, 
his championing of welfare reform 
one policy item always cited by liber-
al detractors. Fast forward to today’s 
Washington and the pattern doesn’t 
change. President Obama clearly 
sidesteps any labeling of himself 
as dyed-in-the-wool progressive/lib-
eral, notwithstanding policies that 
place him in that camp. Of course, 
not to be deterred, right-siders’ fre-
quent resort to the “socialist” tag 
for the president is also in today’s 
tapestry, but we’re well attuned to 

the racist impetus driving so much 
of that.

Although the conservative cause 
suffered a deflating setback with 
Barry Goldwater’s humiliating 
defeat by Lyndon Johnson in 1964, 
it was no knockout punch for the 
movement. There was no let-up 
in the promotion of conservative 
values, aided not insignificantly by 
the  religious right’s push to greater 
influence in the political tug-of-war. 
And at the top, Johnson’s being 
succeeded by Richard Nixon, fol-
lowed 12 years later by the start of 
Reagan’s eight-year turn, made the 
liberal brand even more of a sideline 
oddity. At the state level, the coun-
try is now awash with governors and 
others unapologetically hewing to 
policies designed to appease a con-
servative base. 

Against this backdrop comes 
Mayor de Blasio, gathering his 
troops under a banner that reads: 
“Proudly Progressive.” There’s no 
telling how much of the mayor’s 
ambitious goal of transformative 
programming for the city culture 
will be do-able. There’s no doubt 
that pushback will be formidable, 
even fierce. But for where he stands 
today, applause is already earned as 
a truly gutsy player in the arena. 

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

A case of progressive or bust with Hizzoner

WHAT WILL YOU THINK ABOUT
WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE TO THINK ABOUT MONEY?

If tomatoes are a fruit,
wouldn’t ketchup technically 
be a smoothie?

#NYLOTTERYTHOUGHTS
NYLOTTERY.ORG
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†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low Price offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, 
Weber Grills, Bose, Sonos, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’s, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar” or 
“Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model number. Excludes: going out of business 
sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and 
Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. © 2014 P.C. RICHARD & SON

20 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS • UNION SQUARE-Lic#934189/934185 • UPPER EAST SIDE-Lic#1022314/1022315 • BAY PLAZA-Lic#1007888/1007892 • FORDHAM RD-Lic#1127414/1127412 • ATLANTIC AVE-Lic#987568/987569 • CHELSEA-Lic#1180079/11799
• UPPER WEST SIDE-Lic#1180082/1179904 • BAY RIDGE-Lic#900095/900094 • BENSONHURST-Lic#899797/899889 • FLATBUSH AVE-Lic#899795/899881 • KINGS HWY-Lic#899791/899884 • RALPH AVE-Lic#900096/899888 • ASTORIA L.I. CITY-Lic#899793/899882 • BAYSIDE-Lic#899792/899883 
• FOREST HILLS-Lic#899790/899885 • OZONE PARK-Lic#899796/899886 • REGO PARK-Lic#899789/899880 • WOODSIDE-Lic#1127420/1127419 • COLLEGE POINT-Lic#1314731/11317281 • STATEN ISLAND-Lic#1253639/1253311

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT66SHOWROOMS 

SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA
L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS

MON- FRI 10AM-9:30PM • SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

We Are Here For You...
• Our Award Winning Sales Team •

• Our Delivery, Installation 
& Repair Teams •

• Guaranteed Lowest Prices •

1.800.696.2000

PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

L O C AT E
OUR 66
SHOWROOMS

• Guaranteed Lowest Prices •

2. ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH
    YOUR P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT CARD THROUGH 12/31/14.
2. 2 YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF ALL SUNBRITE TVS, ALL PANASONIC, SAMSUNG AND SONY TV’S $995 OR MORE AND ALL HUMAN TOUCH ZERO G 2.0 AND 4.0 ZERO GRAVITY IMMERSION MASSAGE CHAIRS.
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................................................
RIVERHEAD..........631-727-8900

ATLANTIC AVE ...718-399-6500

BAY RIDGE..........718-745-7300
..........................................................
BENSONHURST..718-265-6400
..........................................................

FLATBUSH AVE..718-377-5710
.........................................................

KINGS HWY........718-382-5006
.............................................. .......

RALPH AVENUE..718-968-9631
..........................................................

BAY SHORE......... 631-969-8600
........................................... ..

ELWOOD...............631-543-8500
......................................................
HAUPPAUGE........631-582-3100
...............................................

PATCHOGUE........ 631-654-0500
................................................

DEER PARK..........631-254-0123
.....................................................

STONY BROOK... 631-738-9200
................................................

WEST BABYLON...631-587-2700
..................................................

ROCKVILLE CENTRE .516-764-3600
..............................................................

..................................................     ......
PLAINVIEW............516-694-3300

GREENVALE 516-625-8100

ELMONT.................516-285-5700
.......................................................

BELLMORE...........516-785-4600
.....................................................

CARLE PLACE........516-294-2900
..................................................

LEVITTOWN........... 516-731-4422
..................................................
NEW HYDE PARK ..516-488-0400
.................................................. ......

.................................................. ......
OCEANSIDE........... 516-764-3555

.SOUTHAMPTON 631-287-2405
................................................ ......

ASTORIA .............718-433-1000
.................................................
BAYSIDE..............718-224-6400
.................................................
COLLEGE POINT.718-475-2950
................................................

FOREST HILLS....718-896-0400
.............................................................
REGO PARK ........718-268-8155
.............................................................

OZONE PARK .....718-848-6700
.................................................

WOODSIDE..........718-457-7400
................................................. .......

..............................................

BAY PLAZA.......... 718-320-1200

FORDHAM RD .....718-933-6000
..................................................

66 SUPERSTORES
NY, NJ, CT, PA CHELSEA.............. 212-924-0200

.................................................................
UNION SQUARE. 212-979-2600

UPPER EAST SIDE. 212-289-1700
.................................................................
UPPER WEST SIDE. 212-579-5200

....................................................     .......

.................................................... .......

9 - SUFFOLK

RICHMOND AVE......718-494-7600
...................................................

..............................................  ......

   STATEN ISLAND

845-623-1083
..................................................
NANUET................

ROCKLAND

10 - NASSAU

7 - QUEENS

6 - BROOKLYN

BRICK ...................732-262-4090
................................................

EATONTOWN .....732-380-4990
................................................

EAST BRUNSWICK .732-955-3020
................................................

UNION ..................908-810-2800
.......................................................

WATCHUNG........908-222-7200
.......................................................

WEST NEW YORK .201-348-6400
.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................

MT. LAUREL ........856-780-1030
................................................

WAYNE ................973-812-1771
................................................

PARAMUS ...........201-262-7676

ROXBURY ...........973-252-3700

RARITAN..............908-218-7800

JERSEY CITY.......201-209-1000
..............................................................

HANOVER ...........973-560-9600
................................................      ......

LAWRENCEVILLE.609-557-2894
................................................

17 - NEW JERSEY DANBURY...........

MANCHESTER

NORTH HAVEN .203-848-2270

203-312-1301

........860-929-7935

NEWINGTON ........860-474-2995

ENFIELD.................860-394-1190

NORWALK ...........203-604-1104
................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

................................................

MILFORD .............203-701-0450
................................................

................................................

................................................

7 - CONNECTICUT

COTTMAN AVE .215-904-1990

NE PHILLY

4 - MANHATTAN

2 - BRONX

............................................
YONKERS/SCARSDALE..914-779-8880

WESTCHESTER

WEST CARTERET....732-802-5777
.......................................................

.......................................................

104 YEARS OF HONESTY•INTEGRITY•RELIABILITY!®

...download our apps...

Follow us...

MOBILE 
FLYER

SALE

BUY ONLINE @ PCRICHARD.COM

WOODBRIDGE ....732-750-5200

MANALAPAN..........732-677-7950..............................................

For more information
visit pcrichard.com/apps44 MOBILE INSTALLATION CENTERS

516-409-6060
............................................................

BELLMORE
DESIGN CENTER....

NOW OPEN
...........

eba Joins P.C. Richard & Son

32” CLASS 
LED HDTV
����������	
��������
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15% OFF
��	
����

40” CLASS 
LED 1080p 
HDTV
�������������
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�������������

25% OFF
��	
���

50” CLASS LED 
1080p HDTV
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28% OFF
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20” FREE 
STANDING 
GAS RANGE
���
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7.4 CU. FT. TOP 
FREEZER 
REFRIGERATOR
��
���	���

��	���
������

3.0 CU. FT. 
CAPACITY 
TOP LOAD 
WASHER
��	����	��
	
���������
6.6 CU. FT. 
CAPACITY 
ELECTRIC 
DRYER
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FULL CONSOLE 
DISHWASHER
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3.91 CU.FT. WHITE 
GAS RANGE
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36% OFF
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23% OFF
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ON THIS PAIR
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UP
TOSAVE   36% OFF APPLIANCES

ADVERTISED

FREE
 HDTV DELIVERY 

On New Purchases of HDTVs $695 & Up. Limited Time Offer.

UP
TO  YEARS

  Special Financing22 On Select Televisions
VALID 1/1/14 - 1/18/14

GLASS
SHELVES

STAINLESS 
STEEL TUB

��	���

HUGE SELECTION OF COMPACT AND PORTABLE LAUNDRY

21”PORTABLE 
WASHER
���	����

PORTABLE!
HOOKS UP TO
ANY FAUCET!

COMBINATION 
FRONT LOAD 
WASHER AND 
VENTLESS 
DRYER
�%	�����	

NO VENTING
REQUIRED

��	���
������
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17.6 CU. FT. 
TOP FREEZER 
REFRIGERATOR
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GLASS
SHELVES

CLOSEOUT 

25% OFF
��	
����

UP
TO
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Jacob Newman, South Slope
“I like the Nets because they are Brooklyn and I live in Brooklyn.”
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“ An innings like no other”

Action Packed Cricket DVDs
www.cricketvideo.com

Over 100 Cricket DVD Titles

Call toll Free: 1-800-529-3500

Clive Lloyd’s Finest Hours; Cricket 
Legend Viv Richards; ICC Twenty20 

World Cup; West Indies vs New Zealand 
2012; Fire in Babylon (documentary)
*Receive this free dvd with each order!*

OP-EDS

That’s what our govern-
ment should be encourag-
ing – not poverty wages.

The Fair Minimum Wage 
Act, introduced earlier this 
year in Congress, would 
gradually raise the mini-
mum wage in three steps 
to $10.10 and then annu-
ally adjust it for inflation 
to keep up with the cost of 
living. In addition, it would 
raise the minimum wage 
for restaurant workers and 
other tipped employees who 
have an even lower mini-
mum wage of $2.13, a fig-
ure that hasn’t changed in 
20 years. The $5.12 short-
fall per hour between $2.13 
and $7.25 is expected to be 
covered by customer tips – 
whether you work the slow-
est shift or at the lowest 
price truck stop. When that 
doesn’t happen, employers 
are supposed to pay the dif-
ference. Not surprisingly, 

many don’t. The proposed 
legislation would gradual-
ly raise the base wage for 
tipped employees to 70 per-
cent of the regular mini-
mum wage.

As business owners, we 
have to deal with annual 
price increases in rent, 
insurance, utility bills and 
supplies. Our employees 
also feel the pinch of these 
higher costs and should see 
their wages increase to keep 
pace. Future more predict-
able 2 to 3 percent annual 
increases for inflation will 
be much easier for busi-
nesses to manage than the 
necessary situation now of 
bigger spikes after years of 
stagnation. And indexing 
the minimum wage to infla-
tion has the great advan-
tage of taking politics out 
of the issue.

Ten states currently 
index their minimum wage 
to rise with inflation: Ari-

zona, Colorado, Florida, 
Missouri, Montana, Nevada, 
Ohio, Oregon, Vermont and 
Washington. And New Jer-
sey voters recently passed 
a referendum making it the 
11th state to do so. It’s time 
for the federal government 
to follow suit. 

Public opinion polls 
show wide support for rais-
ing the minimum wage and 
indexing it to inflation. We 
should see the same broad 
bipartisan support in Con-
gress.

It’s been over four years 
since our country’s poorest 
workers have gotten a raise. 
Let’s not let another holiday 
season pass them by.

----------------------
David Bolotsky is found-

er and CEO of Uncommon-
Goods, an online and cata-
log retail business based in 
Brooklyn, NY. He is a mem-
ber of Business for a Fair 
Minimum Wage.

“Ain’t I A Woman”
Continued from page 10 

also in spiritual terms. 
Ms. James, your election 

is a God-given sign with a 
specific purpose. Your pur-

pose in 2014 is to advocate 
for the voiceless, the poor, 
the suffering, the needy, 
and the vulnerable. As we 
jumpstart this new begin-
ning, full of hope and moral 

courage, I encourage you to 
remember the women. Ms. 
James, remember our girls.

The author is a Grena-
da-born SUNY, Afrocentric 
educator and author.

Minimum wage increase
Continued from page 10 

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com for the 
latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 
sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Get Connected.
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Balady Foods has been 
serving the needs of the Bay 
Ridge community since April 
of 2003.

The 2,000-square foot 
Middle Eastern market is a 
family-owned Halal store, so 
all food comes from suppliers 
that practice Halal methods. 
No pork is carried, and there 
are no liquor byproducts in 
the food, says Essa Masoud, 
who co-owns the store with 
his three brothers: Mosa, 
Moe, and Ibraheam.

The shop’s main attrac-
tion is the wide variety of im-
ported items from the Middle 
East, Africa, the Mediterra-
nean, and Far East Asia.

Perhaps one of the more 
popular items the store car-
ries is couscous, a tradi-
tional North African dish of 
semolina, says Masoud. It is 
a staple in countries such as 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Mauritania, and Libya. It is 
also served in Italy, and is be-
coming more common in the 
United States, as it contains 

protein levels that are higher 
than those found in other 
grains. As a result, many be-
lieve it to be a healthier way 
of eating.  

In Morocco, people enjoy 
couscous and their prized 
spice “Ras el Hanout”. Both 
items are sold in the store. 
Ras el Hanout is an Arabic 
phrase that means, “top of 
the shop.” As the name im-
plies, it is considered to be 
a premium spice. This, too, 
is making its way into the 
American diet. 

“It’s frequently mentioned 
on the Food Network,” says 
Masoud. Each manufacturer 
may create its own special 
blend, and in addition to be-
ing used in couscous dishes, 
it is used to season meat.

Balady Foods imports 
spices from all over the world, 
says Masoud — products such 
as caraway, sesame seed, and 
all-spice. The store imports 
olives from Greece, Italy, and 
the Mediterranean. 

The shop takes pride in 
selling healthy items that in-
clude grains, semolina, oat 

bran, whole wheat, and beans, 
says Masoud. Raw nuts and 
seeds such as almonds, pe-
cans, chickpeas, and honey-
roasted cashews may be pur-
chased by the quarter pound, 
or half pound, as needed, so 
you can always buy fresh, he 
says.

Pickles, both jarred and 
bulk, are imported from 
Egypt. Interestingly, people 
in ancient Egypt ate pickles 
because they thought it en-
hanced beauty. It is believed 
that Cleopatra consumed a 
steady diet of pickles, and 
that she attributed her good 
looks to this eating habit. 

Bread is baked daily, and 
the shop is noted for its soft 
pita bread. There is a full line 
of dairy products. Cheeses 
are imported from countries 
that include Syria, while oth-
ers are domestic. Dried fruits 
such as cranberries, mango, 
pineapple, and ginger are of-
fered. Imported desserts and 
sweets are carried. 

Fresh meat, hand-slaugh-
tered according to Halal 
practices — goat, beef, lamb, 

chicken — is for sale.
There are traditional 

American products as well. 
For example, Masoud says 
the shop always sells four-
pound bags of Domino Sugar, 
two-for-$5. Mazola oil is al-
ways $9.99 for a gallon; and 
one can get a 25-pound bag of 
rice for $11, he says. 

“We have good buys all the 
time.”

Weekly specials are on 
display at the store, and can 
be found in local newspapers 
that are distributed all over 
Brooklyn, Queens, Manhat-
tan, and Staten Island, says 
Masoud; and they can also be 
found on the shop’s Facebook 
page.

Customers may notice 
how well-stocked and clean 
the store is. There’s proper 
lighting; and just as impor-
tant, there’s a welcoming feel 
from the friendly staff. It’s 
all been very well thought-
out, as prior to owning this 
particular shop, the Masoud 
family worked for a large 
supermarket chain. It was 
there that they learned what 

worked and what didn’t. 
Masoud, studying his 

craft, noted that far too many 
ethnic stores seemed unpro-
fessional and were not al-
ways pristine, he says. The 
atmosphere was unwelcom-
ing, and some people may 
have felt intimidated about 
shopping there. 

“I wanted to create a mom-
and-pop store that made the 
shopping experience com-
fortable for all,” he says. “I 
wanted to specialize, but I 
wanted the transition to com-
bine efficiency and old-world 
style.” 

He is confident that this 
goal has been achieved, and 
he is satisfied that the shop is 
neat and organized, allowing 
customers to find what they 
need. .

Balady Foods [7128 Fifth 
Ave. between 72nd Street and 
Ovington Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 567–2252, www.Balady-
Foods.com]. Open daily, 9 am–
10 pm.

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  -  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Balady Foods providing Halal food since 2003
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lated after the 2010 earthquake that killed 
an estimated 300,000 people and destroyed 
much of the country’s infrastructure. 

The project is the second phase of the 
Education for All Program and will be 
funded jointly with the World Bank, the 
CDB added. 

Jamaica 
Seven police officers in Jamaica have 

been arrested and charged with extortion. 
The Jamaica Constabulary 
Force says the officers were 
detained and later taken 
before a resident magis-
trate’s court by detec-
tives from the anti-corruption branch. The 
charges stem from allegations that the 
officers colluded to solicit money from a 
drug suspect. More specifics have not been 
disclosed. 

The seven constables are free on bail. 
They are scheduled to appear in a Montego 
Bay court in early February on the extortion 
charges. It was not immediately clear if the 
accused have lawyers.

St. Vincent
St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines Prime Minis-
ter Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 
recently met with Pope 
Francis, to discuss matters 

of common interest, according to members 
of his family, who met with the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The release said that the visiting head 
of government also met with the Vatican’s 
Secretary of State, Archbishop Dominique 
Mamberti, secretary for Relations with 
States.

“The colloquial discussions focused on 
matters of common interest such as the 
defense of life and the family, education and 
interreligious dialogue,” the statement said, 
adding that “mention was made of vari-
ous issues regarding the countries in the 
area and collaboration within the ambit of 
regional organizations.”

Trinidad
Two Jamaican nationals, who were denied 

entry into Trinidad and Tobago in Novem-
ber, have filed an official complaint with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jamaica.

In addition, three of the 13 nationals 
who were also refused 
entry into Port of Spain on 
Nov. 19, 2013 are exploring 
the possibility of seeking 
redress. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs had said in order to con-
duct further investigations, those who were 
denied entry into Trinidad and Tobago had 
to submit a signed, written personal state-
ment, outlining details of the incident.

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Now recruiting students for the 2014-15 Academic Year 

HEBREW LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
CHARTER SCHOOL

a Public Elementary School in Community District 22 located at

ALL ARE WELCOME! APPLY FOR YOUR CHILD NOW!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!

75 seats available for Kindergarten 

Limited seats available for grades 1-5

HLA is a dual language public school which offers 

an academically rigorous K-5 curriculum:

IMPORTANT DATES!!

 

   APPLY TODAY!!

Enriched Math for High Performing 

Students

STEM Activities – Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math 

Community Service

Extended School Day and School Year
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By Charles D. Ellison
As a two-year budget con-

jures up illusions of congres-
sional comity and President 
Barack Obama is desperate 
for a legislative recharge, 
there is much hype about 
a big immigration deal on 
the horizon. But, despite the 
huge political, economic and 
cultural implications for the 
country, black folks have lit-
tle skin in the game.

How did that 
happen?

It’s no secret Democrats 
and Republicans view immi-
gration as their default key 
to Latino-voter gold. The 
immigration conversation is 
the catnip that most politi-
cal strategists assume will 
bag their candidates tons 
of brown voters for years to 
come. Hispanic elected offi-
cials also accept it, cynically, 
as political raison d’être and 
leveraging. Black voters, in 
case you missed it, are so 
20th century — even though 
they consistently outperform 
in most election cycles.

But, perhaps more signifi-
cant and less reported is Sili-
con Valley dropping obscene 
amounts of cash on Wash-
ington lobbying and cam-
paign cycles to get immigra-
tion fixed. Soon after a 2012 
election cycle in which the 
information-technology sec-
tor funneled more than $200 
million in campaign con-
tributions to candidate cof-
fers, immigration has started 
heating up as a major issue 
again. At same time, only 4 
percent of Americans and 8 
percent of Hispanics identify 
immigration as their “most 
important issue,” according 
to an Economist/YouGov 
poll.

The alignment of tech-
industry dominance in poli-
tics_ which now outspends 
defense contractors — with 
the emergence of immigra-
tion reform as a key Wash-
ington priority is no acci-
dent. Silicon Valley is pressed 
bad for an immigration fix. 
Through the government’s 
H-1B visa program, highly 
skilled foreigners with digital 
talents can share their exper-
tise with American compa-
nies. The problem, howev-
er, is demand outstripping 

bureaucratic capacity: H-1B 
visas are capped at an annual 
85,000 slots, with the latest 
Senate-passed compromise 
promising more than dou-
ble that. That’s not enough, 
apparently, considering H-1B 
visa workers fill more than 
half of all IT jobs in the Unit-
ed States.

So, when IT companies 
talk reform, the focus typi-
cally falls on Asian workers 
from far-flung places. And 
despite the current nation-
al fad pushing native-born 
Americans into technology 
careers, Silicon Valley kings 
don’t have time for that: They 
need skilled labor now as the 
digital space grows rapidly.

But there’s a missing piece 
in the political jigsaw puzzle 
that is immigration reform. 
It is black immigrants who, 
according to Pew, comprise 
nearly 10 percent of the total 
foreign-born population. 
You’d never know that based 
on the parameters of the cur-
rent debate.

According to the Migra-
tion Policy Institute (among 
other studies), black Diaspo-
ra immigrants (especially 
African immigrants) are 
among the highest educated, 
English-proficient and high-
est skilled of migrant popula-
tions in the United States — 
with many highly qualified 
for those same tech jobs. An 
oft-cited State University of 
New York study concludes 
that African migrants are 
more educated than Asian 
migrants. That drops dyna-
mite on rigidly held notions 
and stereotypes about race 
and intelligence. African 
migrants even out-degree 
white immigrants from 
Europe, Russia and Canada, 
44 percent to 29 percent.

But while African and 
Caribbean migrants repre-
sent one of the fastest grow-
ing and most super-educat-
ed migrant groups in the 
nation, they are also a lost 
population, relying heav-
ily on the fate of “diversity 
visas” in cluttered immigra-
tion-reform legislation to 
determine their future here. 
Granted, some of that is part-
ly due to silence and lack of 
movement from many black 
immigrants themselves.

And, obviously, immigra-

tion reform is not high on 
the U.S. black agenda prior-
ity list. High unemployment 
and other bad stuff can easily 
distract an American black 
family. As a result, immigra-
tion is not receiving needed 
attention, despite the fast-
growing share of the popula-
tion that African and Carib-
bean migrants account for 
in major black communities 
in cities such as New York, 
Washington and Miami.

That makes the issue 
much more complex and 
multifaceted. And despite 
the enormous economic 
opportunities, the African-
American political establish-
ment finds itself sidelined in 
the debate like a bad NFL 
team shut out of the playoffs. 
Those on the state and local 
level are typically reactive to 
changing demographics, but 
black members of Congress 
are not getting called into 
this game.

So when House Speak-
er John Boehner, R-Ohio, 
recently signaled an open-
ing to revive immigration-
reform prospects, there was 
little sense that Congression-
al leaders would be checking 
in with the Congressional 
Black Caucus to get their 
take on it. The tiny and infor-
mal bipartisan House “Gang 
of 8” that’s tasked itself to 
craft a bill has tinkered along 
for a while now without any 
black members on it, save 
CBC input graciously chan-
neled through fellow Demo-
crats.

But, since out of sight is 
out of mind, their role is 
largely uncertain. Perhaps 
that calculus dramatically 
changes depending on what 
pressure, if any, black migrant 
advocates in predominantly 
black Congressional districts 
can bring. Something needs 
to change soon: Persuading 
the tech sector to include 
tech-skilled black diaspo-
ra migrants in the debate 
might be a good place to kick 
and push. Ellison is a vet-
eran political strategist and 
frequent contributor to The 
Root. He is also Washington 
correspondent for the Phil-
adelphia Tribune and chief 
political correspondent for 
Uptown magazine.

 (c) 2014, The Root.

Immigration debate ignores 
skilled Africans, Caribbeans
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A college education is a 
lifelong investment. College 
graduates are more likely to 
be employed and earn more 
throughout the course of 
their lives, according to a 
recent report by the College 
Board. While the benefits of 
a college education may be 
clear, figuring out the true 
cost and how to pay for it 
isn’t always as obvious.

Today, college-bound stu-
dents and parents face lots 
of questions in determin-
ing how to pay for college. 
An early step in the proc-
ess should be determining 
the difference between the 
published cost of attend-
ing a particular school and 
the available scholarships 
or financial aid from the 
school. This is called the 

net price of attending a uni-
versity. Most colleges have a 
net price calculator on their 
websites to assist in this 
determination. Addition-
ally, students and parents 
should try and forecast the 
true cost of college beyond 
courses and textbooks — 
including all the unfore-
seen costs, such as supple-
mentary study materials, 
transportation, technol-
ogy, extracurricular activi-
ties, any of which can push 
students and parents into 
unexpected debt.

Eighty-one percent of 
parents plan to help pay 
for their children’s college 
education, but a willing-
ness to pay doesn’t always 
correspond to an ability to 
pay, according to an annu-

al survey commissioned by 
Discover Student Loans. 
Scholarships, grants and 
savings can help cover some 
expenses, but student loans 
can be needed to help cover 
the full cost of attendance. 
It’s important for students 
and parents to understand 
their options and carefully 
compare federal and private 
student loans so they can 
choose the loans that best 
fit their needs.

Tips for paying for a high-
er education

A few additional tips stu-
dents and parents should 
keep in mind when navigat-
ing the college financial aid 
process include:

• Maximize free money: 
Grants, scholarships and 
other free financial aid can 

help students pay for some 
college costs. Resources 
such as StudentLoan.com 
and Studentaid.ed.gov can 
help students and parents 
identify and apply for impor-
tant free money. When 
considering the full mix 
of financing options, fami-
lies should compare federal 
and private student loans 
including interest rates and 
origination fees.

• Have a continuous and 
honest dialogue with each 
other: The financial aid 
process can be overwhelm-
ing. It’s essential that col-
lege-bound students and 
their parents know their 
respective responsibilities 
and roles in paying for col-
lege. Parents should talk 
with their kids about what’s 

important, their financial 
limits and where the money 
is coming from, and then 
designate who will pay for 
what expenses.

• Know when to request 
a professional judgment: If a 
parent loses his or her job or 
has his or her wages reduced, 
then he or she can ask the 
university’s financial office 

for a professional judgment 
review. During this process, 
the financial aid office may 
consider the projected year 
income as opposed to prior 
year income, which could 
result in possible increases 
in financial aid awards and 
a reduction in the expected 
financial contribution from 
the parents and student.

Finding the true cost of a 
COLLEGE EDUCATION

FOCUS ON EDUCATION

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission
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GRAND OPENING!

MIDWOOD

ER-DOX Midwood
1797 Coney Island Avenue 

(between N & O) 
Brooklyn, New York

(718) 676-1499

FREE
Transportation

for qualifi ed 

visits

TREATING PATIENTS

OF ALL AGES

Free 

Flu Shots 

While 

Supplies 

Last

Free 

Flu Shots 

While 

Supplies 

Last
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

By Tangerine Clarke
Eighteen year-old aviation 

company TravelSpan took 
full advantage of the Christ-
mas season to successfully 
resume airlifting hundreds 
of passengers from John F. 
Kennedy airport to Cheddi 
Jagan International Airport 
from Dec. 14 last year, end-
ing a monopoly and high 
airfares that nationals faced 
over the last year. However, 
the carrier had to overcome 
the recent snowstorm that 
shut down area airports and 
crippled air travel across the 
U.S. 

The 767-200 series air-
craft operated by Dynamic 
Airways managed to depart-
ed JFK for Georgetown 
ahead of the storm on Jan. 2, 
only to be hit with criticism 
from the hordes of expats 
who blasted management 
for not calling them ahead 
of time for the outbound 
flight from Georgetown that 
was rescheduled from 3:00 
p.m. to midnight. 

Many passengers, who 
had trekked from across 
Guyana were turned away 
at the Cheddi Jagan Inter-
national Airport and asked 
to return at 7:00 p.m. to 
check in for the return to 
New York. 

TravelSpan Marketing 
and PR Manager Vanita Jag-
nerain who was on hand 
to deal with the frustration 

of passengers, vigorously 
defended the airline saying 
it was beyond their control. 

“TravelSpan received 
late notice from JFK, so we 
were not responsible for the 
reschedule,” said Jagnerain. 

“All flights over the 
Christmas season were 
completely sold out. This is 
a testament that passengers 
are confident that the car-
rier is here to stay.”

Jagnerain, who joined 
TravelSpan GT Inc. in 2009, 
went on to say “TravelSpan 
has been in the airline busi-

ness from 2006 to 2008 but 
we took a hiatus, waiting for 
the right time to return to 
the market, when there was 
a need for direct round-trip 
flights to the republic. 

“All airlines have travel 
relates issues, but we prom-
ise that TravelSpan would 
work hard to make travelers’ 
experience as pleasurable as 
possible,” she added.

But despite the confu-
sion, the airline prevailed, 
and departed on time, stop-
ping in Trinidad to pick up 
additional passengers before 

arriving at JFK in record 
time to become one of a few 
carriers that were cleared 
to touchdown on a snow-
covered runway.

With offices on Nostrand 
Avenue in Brooklyn, and in 
Richmond Hill, Queens, the 
carrier is positioned to air-
lift passengers twice weekly 
on Thursdays and Saturdays 
to Guyana, and Wednesdays 
and Fridays to Trinidad.

However, the planned 
Vision airplane that seats 
218 passengers will replace 
the wide-body Dynamic 

232-seat aircraft currently 
in use. Vision will show-
case the TravelSpan logo, 
and will fly add more flights 
at Christmas, Mashramani, 
carnival, Easter and sum-
mer. The carrier promises 
competitive fares depending 
on the time tickets are pur-
chased.

The TravelSpan profes-
sional added that the com-
pany is a customer-friendly 
service that has maintained 
strong relationships with 
customers and the Guyana 
government. This is the rea-

son the airline was able to 
return to the market with-
out any hassle to resume 
on-time competent service.

Passenger Deowadtie Tul-
sie from the Bronx who sat 
in seat 5C on the flight from 
JFK to Georgetown for the 
Christmas holiday, described 
her first experience on Trav-
elSpan as a great one, and 
plans to continue using the 
airline, while Natalie Bish-
op, a member of a medical 
organization, said she was 
pleased that the airline is 
back in service and assures 
that her organization would 
use the carrier to fly to Guy-
ana.

However, Bibi Kamadu-
lin of Queens, who traveled 
with her ill mother, was 
unhappy with the layover in 
Trinidad.

“I was told my flight 
would be direct, round-trip. 
I like a straight flight,” she 
complained. 

Travel Span staffer Jag-
narain explained that this 
was a temporary measure to 
accommodate Trinidad pas-
sengers during the Christ-
mas season. 

Overall, the TravelSpan 
crew did an excellent job in 
ensuring that travelers were 
comfortable, even providing 
courtesy warm, hand towels 
to those in the front sec-
tion of the plane before their 
meals. 

TravelSpan saves the day for snow-bound Guyanese 

Travel Span Airline staff got an “A” rating from their guests.  Photo by Tangerine Clarke.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT
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Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 250 tours to choose from

Cape May, Philadelphia & Newport
Penn Dutch Amish Tour, Longwood Gardens
Charleston & Savannah, Washington, DC
The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
Florida, Smoky Mountain, New Orleans
Casinos, Theatres, Shopping & Much More

NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

� � � � �� �� �
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

TOUR GUIDES & OFFICE CLERK WANTED

L & M Tours 
New Year’s Dinner Party 

Jan 11, 2014, $69
10-course dinner, live entertainment,
gifts, prizes, raffl es & $65 in coupons
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(StatePoint) Imagine living with-
out heat, power or communication 
during the coldest days of the year. 
During a winter weather emergency, 
not only can these conditions be 
unpleasant, but dangerous too.

Making a plan, winterizing your 
home and stocking up on supplies 
are all essential steps to prepare for 
winter emergencies.

Use this crucial stay-safe checklist 
now to help your household prepare 
for blistering conditions all winter 
long:

MAKE A PLAN
Storm heading your way? Follow 

the news closely so you can make 
last minute preparations before the 
weather turns dangerous. As part 
of this process, create an emergency 
plan and review it with your fam-
ily.  The plan should also address 
specific scenarios, such as what to 
do if someone is separated from the 
group and is unable to call for help.

STAY POWERED UP
In the event that the power goes 

out, you will need a reliable alterna-
tive power source to charge essen-
tial communications equipment like 
your phone and computer, as well as 

heat sources, such as space heaters.
A durable and compact USB 

solar charger that’s compatible with 
smartphones, tablets and even lap-
tops, can be a lifesaver. The pocket-
sized iLAND FLY or the higher-
powered iLAND TREK are great for 
emergencies as they work on solar 
cell technology that runs in overcast 
or low-light situations. Should your 
power go out during a winter storm, 
for example, the TREK can provide 
electricity to portable devices for up 
to three days. iLAND products are 
the most efficient, light-weight and 
eco-friendly portable solar energy 
systems in the market, and both 
products are made of military grade 
and quality materials, and are water-
, dust- and shock-resistant, which 
means you’ll have peace of mind 
during those critical moments where 
powering your device will be crucial. 
More information about iLAND’s 
FLY and TREK can be found at www.
iland-solar.us.

WINTERIZE
Ensuring that your home is pro-

tected from the elements can turn 
a bad situation into a life-saving 
scenario. Install storm windows and 
apply weather-stripping to help insu-
late your home. In the event the heat 
goes out, you’ll be trapping warm 
air in and keeping cold air out. And 
remember -- you can never have too 
many blankets and warm clothes.

PACK AN EMERGENCY 
KIT

When extreme weather hits, it’s 

important to have essential supplies 
within an arm’s reach.  Be sure that 
you have a well-stocked, up-to-date 
first aid kit and an extra supply of all 
family members’ prescription medi-
cations.

Your kit should also include sev-
eral gallons of clean water, as well as 
enough non-perishable food to last 
three days, including formula for 
young children. Pick items that don’t 
require cooking or preparation. The 
Federal Emergency Management 

Agency recommends replacing these 
stores every six months.

Lastly, make sure you have a bat-
tery-operated radio and plenty of 
batteries on hand.

Unless you enjoy treacherous 
roads, panicked crowds and long 
lines, don’t wait until that big storm 
comes your way to start preparing. 
For a safe and happy winter season, 
follow these steps to ensure your 
family is ready for any winter weath-
er emergency that comes your way.

HEALTH

Each family should have a well-stocked and up-to-date emergency kit. Photo courtesy of Statepoint

Tips to prepare for winter weather emergencies
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 

are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-

tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

8023 5th Avenue  Bay Ridge (between 80 & 81 St.)

718-680-1589 ask for Elyse

Fancy Dresses
Evening Gowns

Bridal Veils
 Mother Of The Bride

Accessories

50%-75% OFF

NEW YEAR’S SALE
GOING ON NOW!

Charm Fashion
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?
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By Chudi Chukwudi
The Permanent Mission 

of St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines to the Organization 
of American States (OAS), on 
behalf of CARICOM Member 
States, recently  put on the 
table at the meeting of the 
OAS Permanent Council, 
the need to debate the rul-
ing of Dominican Republic’s 
(D.R.) Constitutional Tribu-
nal which will retroactively 
strip hundreds of thousands 
of Dominican-born persons 
of their citizenship.

The ruling of the court, 
made on 23rd September 
2013 will effectively “dena-
tionalize” persons born 
in the Dominican Repub-
lic to parents of foreign 
ancestry, dating as far back 
1929. Such persons are now 
deemed to have lived in the 
D.R. in an “in transit” state 
and face the threat of being 
rendered stateless. 

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines’ Ambassador to 
the OAS, H.E. La Celia A. 
Prince set the stage for the 
discussion, speaking first 
on behalf of CARICOM and 

then on behalf of St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines. 
Ambassador Prince noted 
that while the ruling of the 
Constitutional court was a 
domestic one, CARICOM felt 
obligated to opine on the 
matter given the implica-
tions that the enforcement 
of the ruling would have 
on the human, civic, eco-
nomic and social rights of 
the persons affected, most 
of whom are from the Car-
ibbean Diaspora and in par-
ticular of Haitian descent. 

The intervention pointed 
out the fallacies in the jus-
tifications proffered by the 
Dominican Republic for the 
ruling. Ambassador Prince 
cited references to the very 
Constitution of the D.R., 
as well as various instru-
ments of international law 
that can impugn the court’s 
ruling. She expressed soli-
darity with the persons 
affected by the ruling and 
called for the situation to be 
rectified in a manner that 
does not negatively impact 
upon the quality of life and 
the dignity of those affect-

ed by the court’s decision. 
Ambassador Prince also 
stated that the matter was 
overdue for discussion at 
the OAS and expressed deep 
regret that the Secretary 
General of that important 
Organisation failed to pro-
nounce on such an egre-
gious court decision and its 
wide-reaching impact.  She 
the acknowledged the criti-
cism made in many  inter-
national quarters that the 
ruling appears to be fuelled 
by xenophobia and racism, 
and lamented that in the 
this the Decade of the Peo-
ple of African Descent, the 
actions of the DR’s court 
will leave hundreds of thou-
sands of Afro-descendants 
dispossessed and without 
an identity. 

In commenting on the 
issue on behalf of the gov-
ernment of Haiti, Perma-
nent Representative Ambas-
sador Pierre Duly Brutus 
stated that the implemen-
tation of the ruling will 
bring the region an out-
rageous number of cases 
of stateless persons, which 

will ultimately leader to 
greater personal insecurity 
and regional instability. He  
cited  one of the dissent-
ing judgments in the case, 
advanced by Judge Isabell 
Bonilla that the court was 
wrongly interpreting the 
Constitution and inflicting 
a penalty on Dominican-
born persons on account 
of their parents’ migratory 
status. Ambassador Brutus 
referred to the significant 
contribution made by Hai-
tians and persons of Haitian 
descent to   the economic 
growth of the Dominican 
Republic and pointed our 
further that was  Haiti was 
the second-most impor-
tant trading partner of that 
country. 

With high-level 7-man 
delegation sent from Santo 
Domingo, the Dominican 
Republic reiterated its gov-
ernment’s adherence to the 
Constitution of that coun-
try, and that the court’s rul-
ing is irrevocable and bind-
ing upon all organs of the 
state. They explained that 
from the beginning of the 

20th century, their Con-
stitution has maintained 
that birth in the Domini-
can Republic establishes 
nationality, except for the 
children of diplomats and 
those in transit. They fur-
ther informed that in the 
coming weeks, they will 
present a plan to deal with 
every category of person 
captured by the court’s rul-
ing and expressed a desire 
to continue to enjoying 
amicable relations with 
its neighboring countries, 
especially Haiti. 

The Dominicans noted 
that despite having chal-
lenges of their own as it 
regards economic and social 
development that they make 
every effort to treat fairly 
with their Haitian residents 
who are afforded access to 
educational institutions at 
the same rate as Dominican 
nationals. They reiterated 
their comprehensive efforts 
to uphold the human rights 
of all within their territory 
and find that the response 
by the international com-
munity to the ruling of the 

Constitutional Tribunal to 
be unjustifiably hostile. They 
further articulated their 
desire to offer a definitive 
and humanitarian response 
to all the members of the 
hemispheric body, indicat-
ing their intent to invite the 
Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) 
in order to facilitate/ advise 
on the processes that will 
result from the inevitable 
implementation of the deci-
sion of the Court.

Strong expressions of 
support for the concerns 
raised by St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines were made 
by other CARICOM Mem-
ber States who declared the 
DR’s actions as incongru-
ous with the principles of 
Caribbean Community, for 
which the DR is currently 
an applicant for member-
ship.  The delegations of 
Canada, the United States 
and Mexico  also expressed 
their grave concern for the 
implications of the court’s 
ruling and stated that they 
will be watching the devel-
opment very closely. 

The case for Haitians’ Dominican Citizenship

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and 
annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the 
use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next 
dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority is to eliminate 
your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly believe that it is 
most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology performed at one clinic. We will 
design your case, perform the surgery, insert your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole 
process smooth, painless and affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to 
eliminate unnecessary extractions.  We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED PROVIDER given to us 
by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 
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Your Solution to Complex Dental Problems

Schedule your consultation with Dr. 
Stanislaus and Dr. E. Lisa Reid to learn 
more about HYBRIDGE®  and all of your 

dental options.  den

p

HYBRIDGE ®  replaces all of your upper 
and/or lower teeth and is permanently 
supported with 5 to 6 dental implants. 
Choose HYBRIDGE®   and experience a 
lifetime of dental comfort.

BrooklynHybridge.com

(718) 857-6639
or visit us online today!

Brought to you by 
Eugene D. Stanislaus, D.D.S. & E. Lisa Reid, D.M.D. 

�������	
����	����������������	������������

CALL
TODAY

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
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! Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030

START 2014 
WITH

START 2014 
WITH
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

TO CHOOSE FROM!
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 Brooklyn residents who suffer from a wide range of complex dental 
problems now have access to a simple, attainable, long-lasting solution. Dr. 
Eugene Stanislaus and Dr. E. Lisa Reid are highly regarded cosmetic and 
restorative dentists, committed to delivering only the most advanced treatments 
for their patients. Dr. Eugene Stanislaus and Dr. E. Lisa Reid of Brooklyn Heights 
Dental now proudly offer HYBRIDGE®. HYBRIDGE® is the revolutionary dental 
implant technology that restores full dental function—permanently and cost-
effectively. HYBRIDGE® replaces all of your upper and/or lower teeth and 
is permanently supported on dental implants. They feel and function just like 
healthy, natural teeth.
� ��������	
�	�����������������
��	�������������	���
�����	����������
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He attained his surgical and prosthetic 
implant expertise from the prestigious 
Misch International Implant Institute at 
the University of Pittsburgh where he 
was a graduate and fellow of surgical and 
prosthetic programs. He is also a member 
of The Academy of General Dentistry. 
Dr. E. Lisa Reid received her Bachelor 
of Arts and Doctor of Dental Medicine 
degrees from the University of Pennsylvania. She then completed a three 
year residency in Postgraduate Prosthodontics at the University of Iowa. Dr. 
"�
�� 
�� �� ��
�
���� *��
�	��	� +��������� 
�� 	�� $����	���	� ��� +���	����	
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���
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 HYBRIDGE® has been developed as an option for people who 
have poor functioning dentures, functionality issues that affect their speaking 
and chewing ability, and have undergone extensive dental work. It solves the 
problem of treating the same teeth over and over again for years. HYBRIDGE® 
is also used to replace conventional crowns and bridges. Unlike a conventional 
bridge made of metal and porcelain, HYBRIDGE® is screw-retained and 
fabricated using resin or Zirconia milled teeth. The Hybridge process can be 
completed at a fraction of a time and cost as other full mouth restorations.  
 In addition to Hybridge®, Dr. Stanislaus and Dr. Reid offer a full 
range of dental services including routine cleanings, root canal therapy, metal-
free crowns, periodontal treatment, and whitening. They also offer partial and 
complete dentures, and all phases of cosmetic and restorative dentistry. To 
learn more about HYBRIDGE® and all your dental options, contact Brooklyn 
Heights Dental to schedule a consultation and meet Dr. Eugene Stanislaus and 
$�(�&(��
���"�
���!���1���5���������!"#$%&'����	
��������
����(

Call (718) 857-6639 or visit BrooklynHybridge.com today.

Dr. Eugene D. Stanislaus 
& Dr. Lisa Reid

�������	
����	�����������������������

Revolutionary Dental
Implant Technology 
Comes to Brooklyn

ADVERTISEMENT The Caribbean Diaspora’s #1 Public Affairs Radio Program

“Diplomatically 
Speaking”

with 
Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger

Former Jamaican Consul General

Tune in to hear from the leaders in fi nance, 
U.S. federal and local government, 

CARICOM Ministers and Heads of State...
Diplomats... Business Leaders...

The talk that keeps you 
updated and up to speed.

Sponsored by

Sundays
4-5pm

93.5 FM

Also listen at tunein.com

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Its objective is to increase 
and sustain farm productiv-
ity in the Caribbean region 
“through improved appli-
cations of weather and cli-
mate information using an 
integrated and coordinated 
approach.”

CAMI’s website states 
that support for agriculture 
is a priority since the  sec-
tor not only contributes to 
food security but also helps 
to reduce poverty and stim-
ulate economic growth.

CAMI acknowledges that, 
“The Caribbean region is 
vulnerable to a wide range 
of natural hazards, ranging 
from catastrophic events 
such as floods, droughts, 
and tropical cyclones to 
pests and diseases in plants, 
animals and humans.

“Especially in poor rural 
areas, these disasters cause 
much suffering, infrastruc-
ture and environmental 
damage, aggravate food 
insecurity and slow down 
or even reverse develop-
ment gains.

“Climate variability, 
climate change and land 

degradation are intimately 
linked and are generating 
unexpected effects, e.g., an 
increased occurrence of 
extreme weather conditions 
in the Caribbean region,” 
states CAMI’s website.

Against this background, 
a number of meteorologists 
around the region have 
been trained in agromete-
orology. They now provide 
regular updates to farmers 
regarding the weather con-
ditions expected in the days 
or month ahead.

“Those updates are very 
beneficial,” Alexander said. 
“Now, we can plan our pro-
gramme better in the field, 
whether it is harvesting or 
planting.”

Kerr explained that the 
TTMS provides both a two 
to three-page Agromet Fore-
cast and a four to five-page 
Agromet Bulletin. The fore-
cast gives a 10-day predic-
tion of rainfall and temper-
ature for the north, south, 
east, west and central areas 
of Trinidad and for Tobago, 
with a brief summary at the 
end as to how these expect-
ed conditions will affect the 

work of farmers.
The Agromet Bulletin 

discusses at length the pre-
ceding 10 days’ weather, as 
well as  the next 10 days’ 
forecast. It includes data on 
wind speed and expected 
humidity. It also analyses in 
detail how farmers can best 
respond to the expected cli-
mate conditions.

Both the forecast and the 
bulletin provide the fore-
casts in terms of percentage 
probability.

“We are dealing with 
a science that has large 
uncertainties and 10 days 
ahead is very long in terms 
of how the atmosphere may 
or may not change. That 
is why we use probability,” 
Kerr said.

The forecast and bulle-
tin provide definitions of 
the terms used and of the 
likelihood associated with a 
particular percentage prob-
ability. A probability great-
er than 70 percent means 
there is a very good chance 
that the forecast will prove 
true.

Kerr added, “The fur-
ther away from the day 
the forecast was made, the 
less accurate it is. Ten days 
is the maximum for any 
degree of credibility.”

Continued from Page 9

Meterology and farming

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 250 tours to choose from

Cape May, Philadelphia & Newport
Penn Dutch Amish Tour, Longwood Gardens
Charleston & Savannah, Washington, DC
The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
Florida, Smoky Mountain, New Orleans
Casinos, Theatres, Shopping & Much More

NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

� � � � �� �� �
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

TOUR GUIDES & OFFICE CLERK WANTED

L & M Tours 
New Year’s Dinner Party 

Jan 11, 2014, $69
10-course dinner, live entertainment,
gifts, prizes, raffl es & $65 in coupons

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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The invitation is extended 
to everyone within the tri-
state area but New Yorkers 
are especially encouraged to 
attend the 28th annual gath-
ering in Brooklyn to cele-
brate the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Acclaimed as the largest 
such gathering in New York 
City, BAM hosts the “Come 
Share The Dream” tribute on 
Monday, Jan. 20.

Beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
in the BAM Howard Gil-
man Opera House (Peter Jay 
Sharp Building, 30 Lafayette 
Avenue)the celebration this 
year invites intellectual and 
revolutionary activist Angela 
Davis to deliver the keynote 
address.

“Her work as an educa-
tor—both at the university 
level and in the larger public 
sphere—has always empha-
sized the importance of advo-
cating for economic, racial, 
and gender justice,” a spokes-
person stated. 

Davis is the author of 
eight books and has lectured 
throughout the U.S. as well 
as in Europe, Africa, Asia, 

Australia, and South Ameri-
ca. In recent years a persist-
ent theme of her work has 
been the range of social prob-
lems associated with incar-
ceration and the general-
ized criminalization of those 
communities that are most 
affected by poverty and racial 
discrimination. She draws 
upon her own experiences in 
the early ‘70s as a person who 
spent 18 months in jail and 
on trial, after being placed on 
the FBI’s “Ten Most Wanted 
List.” 

She has also conducted 
extensive research on numer-
ous issues related to race, 
gender, and imprisonment. 
Her most recent books are 
“Abolition Democracy” and 
“Are Prisons Obsolete?” both 
focusing on the abolition of 
the prison industrial com-
plex.

She also authored a new 

edition of “Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass.” 
Davis is a founding mem-
ber of Critical Resistance, a 
national organization dedi-
cated to the dismantling of 
the prison industrial com-
plex. Internationally, she is 
affiliated with Sisters Inside, 
an abolitionist organization 
based in Queensland, Aus-
tralia that works in solidar-
ity with women in prison. 
Like many other educators, 
Professor Davis is especially 
concerned with the gener-
al tendency to devote more 
resources and attention to 
the prison system than to 
educational institutions. 

Davis will be joined by jazz 
and soul singer Jose James, 
the Christian Cultural Cent-
er Choir with remarks from 
BAM President Karen Brooks 
Hopkins and Medgar Evers 
President Dr. Rudolph F. 

Crew.
Master of ceremonies will 

be Brooklyn’s newly-sworn 
borough president Eric 
Adams. According to the 
organizers, the annual event 
“brings together artists and 
civic leaders to commemo-
rate the life and legacy of Dr. 
King.

 Related weekend program-
ming includes a screening of 
Shola Lynch’s documentary 
“Free Angela and All Politi-
cal Prisoners,” a community 
art exhibition, “Picture the 
Dream,” featuring works by 
students from New York City 
Housing Authority (NYCHA) 
Saratoga Village Commu-
nity Center guided by the 
acclaimed artist and former 
graffiti writer Cey Adams, as 
well as music performances 
by Onaje Allan Gumbs & New 
Vintage as part of BAMcafé 
Live.  

Tickets will be distributed 
on a first-come, first-seated 
basis starting at 8:00 a.m. For 
more information, log onto 
www.BAM.org.

Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Revolutionary activist Angela Davis to deliver the key-
note address at MLK tribute at BAM. 
 AP Photo/dapd/Berthold Stadler

Come ‘Share The Dream’ with Angela at BAM

To shop, compare and enroll, 
go to nystateofhealth.ny.gov 

or call 1-855-355-5777. 
Today’s the day. 

Because today’s the day all New Yorkers have access to low-cost,  
quality health plans they can afford. Introducing New York’s official  
health plan marketplace, New York State of Health. It’s your place  
to find a low-cost, quality health plan that’s right for you. And it’s  
the only place you can receive financial assistance based on your  
income, to lower your costs even more.

Today’s 
the 
day
You can see a doctor instead  

of asking the Internet.

©2013 NY State of Health
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FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By Vinette K. Pryce
Still on a high after an 

intoxicating year-end cele-
bration after Tessanne Chin 
won the Voice contest on 
NBC-TV; a cheerful Christ-
mas and blessings galore, 
Jamaicans are preparing for 
a rousing January and the 
Jamaica Jazz & Blues Fes-
tival. 

A lineup featuring 
rhythm & blues singer Toni 
Braxton, Chrisette Michele, 
Aaron Neville, Chin and 
several reggae names have 
been expanded to include 

New York’s best DOO WOP 
show featuring the timeless 
music’s leading singers and 
legendary groups will be 
held at Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts on the 
campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West, Bronx, NY 
on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2014 
at 8:00 p.m. 

The all-star evening of 
classic hits will include 
Fred Parris & The 5 Satins 
(“In the Still of the Night”), 
The Belmonts (“Teenager 
in Love”), Shirley Alston 
Reeves (“Soldier Boy”), 
Larry Chance & The Earls 
(“Life is But a Dream”), 
Chiffons (“My Boyfriend’s 
Back”) and Danny & The 
Juniors (“Rock And Roll Is 
Here To Stay”). The show is 
being produced by Lehman 
Center and Sal Abbatiello of 
Fever Records.

Doo Wop emerged from 
the streets of New York City 
and Philadelphia and rose 

as a unique African Ameri-
can vocal style in the mid-
1950’s. Doo Wop’s smooth 
harmonies spread to sing-
ing groups of other ethnici-
ties, such as the Capris and 
The Belmonts. The term 
“doo wop” was taken from 
the ad-lib syllables sung in 
harmony in these songs 
such as the plaintive “doo 
wop” refrain featured in the 
bridge of The 5 Satins’ “In 
the Still of the Night.” “Doo 

By Amun
Christian Scott and his band 

are setting stages on fire around 
the world and will soon be in New 
York to play their brand of fusion 
jazz. The Christian Scott Ensemble 
will play the Blue Note, New York, 
Thursday, Jan. 16 through Sunday, 
Jan. 19. Shows are at 8:00 p.m. and 
10:30 p.m. nightly. The Blue Note is 
located at 131 West 3rd Street, New 

York, NY 10012. For further infor-
mation, call 212-475-8592 or visit 
their website: www.bluenote.net.

Guest musicians for the date 
include tenor saxophonist, Kenneth 
Whalum III; alto saxophonist, Louis 
Fouche III and trombonist Corey 
King. 

Scott is from New Orleans, which 
in itself has a rich jazz history, 
from Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong 

to Wynton Marsalis and before, New 
Orleans has been yielding great 
music and musicians since the 
first Africans were brought there 
to build an economy based on slave 
labor. Lauded as an experimental 
jazz musician, Christian Scott has 
blended musical forms: New Orleans 
Jazz/Blues, Afro-Cuban, West Africa 
and even Native American tradition 

Christian Scott coming to the Blue Note

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 32

Toni Braxton performs 
during half time at the 
NBA All-Star basketball 
game in Las Vegas on 
Sunday, Feb. 18, 2007.  
 AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill

Shirley Alston Reeves. 

Jazz musician Christian Scott. Photo by Amun

Rock & Roll is 
here to stay!

Khan, Braxton for 
Jazz and Blues

MUSICAL MUSICAL 
FUSIONFUSION
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Crystal Gayle and Chaka Khan. 
Slated to be held at the Trelawny 
Multi-Purpose Stadium from Jan. 
30, the 18th annual staging prom-
ises a stellar showcase of diverse 
local talent alongside a few inter-
national acts.

“Patrons will be in for a treat as 
Chaka and Crystal are phenom-
enal singers and performers and 
have a repertoire of music Jamai-
cans enjoy,” a spokesperson for 
the festival said about the latest 
additions.

“They will deliver a musical 
experience like no other as they 
are part of a larger line-up with 
some really awesome talent and 
music.”

He hinted that more acts will 
be added but did not confirm the 
names.

“I cannot give everything away 
so I encourage everyone to listen 
out for more names in the coming 
days,” he explained.

The 10-time Grammy winner is 
a favorite of Jamaicans who have 
followed her career throughout 
the years and are familiar with 
the extensive catalogue she has 

amassed  since being introduced 
with the group Rufus. Some her 
hits include “Through the Fire” 
and “I feel for You.”

Gayle, known for her R&B-fla-
vored brand of country music, 
captured a Grammy award with 
hit “Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes 
Blue.” 

Wop” and a range of “oldies” music 
are celebrated by musicians and 
audiences worldwide as distinctive 
American sounds.

Fred Parris & The 5 Satins had 
its origin in the band known as 
the Scarlets, which Parris formed 
in 1953 while in high school in 
New Haven, Connecticut. The 
group had a New York hit in 1954 
with “Dear One.” The Scarlets dis-
banded in 1955 when they were 
all recruited into the army. At the 
end of 1955 Parris formed a new 
band called the 5 Satins, recording 
“The Jones Girl” in a Church base-
ment, which peaked nationally at 
#3 on the R&B charts and #24 on 
the Pop charts. In 2003 the 5 Sat-
ins were inducted into the Vocal 
Group Hall of Fame.

The Belmonts were formed by 
Angelo D’Aleo, Fred Milano and 
Carlo Mastrangelo, high school 
buddies from the Arthur Ave-
nue section of the Bronx, nam-
ing themselves after the avenue 
Milano lived. Soon after Dion 
DiMucci, (also from the neigh-
borhood) joined them, they had 
their first big hit “I Wonder Why” 
(1958). 

Shirley Alston Reeves is 
the former lead singer of The 
Shirelles, the vocal group cred-

ited as the originators of the “Girl 
Group Sound.”  Hailing from 
Passaic, New Jersey, the group 
rose to fame with their 1960 sin-
gle “Tonight’s the Night.” Their 
next recording,“Will You Love 
Me Tomorrow,” written by Carole 
King and Gerry Goffin, went on 
to become the first Billboard #1 
hit by a girl group. Many more hit 
singles quickly followed including 
their cover of “Dedicated to the 
One I Love,” “Mama Said,” “Baby 
It’s You” and the incredible classic 
“Soldier Boy.” The Shirelles were 
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame in 1996.

Larry Chance & The Earls were 
a group from the Bronx with a 
refined doo wop harmony sound 
that were literally discovered 
while singing on a street corner. 
Their first single, “Life is But a 
Dream” (1961) was a top 10 hit in 
New York and led to an appear-
ance on Dick Clark’s American 
Bandstand. 

The Chiffons, one of the fabu-
lous Sixties girl-groups, formed 
in 1960 when the girls were high 
school classmates in the Bronx. 
Their first hit, early 1963’s “He’s 
So Fine,” with the now famous 
nonsensical “doo lang, doo lang 
doo lang” opening, reached #1 
on both the R&B and Pop charts. 

That same year, they released 
three more hit songs: “One Fine 
Day,” “A Love So Fine” and “I Have 
a Boyfriend”.  Known for their 
tight harmonies, “Tonight I Met 
an Angel” and “What Am I Gonna 
Do With You” soon followed. Their 
last big hit was 1966’s “Sweet 
Talkin’ Guy.”

Danny & The Juniors started 
singing together with choreo-
graphed dance moves as young 
teenagers in Philadelphia, call-
ing themselves “The Juvenairs.” 
Discovered by a local record label 
that changed their name to Danny 

& The Juniors, their first sin-
gle “At the Hop” was released on 
in November 1957, but appeared 
to be going nowhere. In a lucky 
break, they appeared in December 
on Dick Clark’s American Band-
stand as a last minute fill-in for an 
act that couldn’t make it. By early 
January, “At the Hop” was the 
number one hit where it stayed 
for an amazing seven weeks and 
charted in the Top 100 for five 
months. The band soon followed 
up with the hit “Rock and Roll is 
Here to Stay” and 1960’s “Twistin’ 
USA.”

Continued from page 31 

Continued from page 31 

into what he offers as his contri-
bution to the jazz scene. 

Thirty-year-old Scott and his 
band members are young, and all 
accomplished musicians in their 
own right: Matthew Stevens, 
guitar; Jamie Williams, drums; 
Lawrence Fields, piano; Kristo-
pher Keith Funn, bass. Christian 
Scott plays a horn of his own 
design, a combination of coro-
net, flugelhorn and trumpet. His 
horn not only produces a sweet 
searing sound, but it is also a 
beautiful work of art, a metal or 
bass sculpture.

Christian Scott is a two-time 
Edison Award winning jazz 
trumpeter, composer, producer. 
His debut album, “Rewind” was 
nominated for a Grammy as 
well as his latest album or CD 
is “Christian aTunde Adjuah.” In 

between he recorded “Anthem,” 
“Live at Newport,” “Yesterday 
You Said Tomorrow” and “Nine-
ty Miles.” 

At 13, Scott was given an 
opportunity to play with his 
uncle, jazz alto saxophonist, 
Donald Harrison and he has 
been playing and recording 
ever since. He received a full 
scholarship from and attend-
ed Berklee College of Music in 
Boston, Massachusetts where 
he completed his undergradu-
ate degree in Professional Music 
with a concentration in Film 
Scoring in three years. Scott is 
a phenomenal musician with a 
powerful “voice.” He is break-
ing barriers and challenging the 
music world. He is a force to be 
reckoned with and to be recog-
nized.

© Amun/Ankhra House, Ltd.

Continued from page 31 
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Beyonce
Beyonce

Frozen
Soundtrack

Native
OneRepublic

NOW 48
Various Artists

Bangerz
Miley Cyrus

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

Prism
Katy Perry

Midnight Memories
One Direction

Pure Heroine
Lorde

The Marshall Mathers LP 2
Eminem

Counting Stars
OneRepublic 

The Monster
Eminem Feat. Rihanna 

Demons
Imagine Dragons

Wake Me Up!
Avicii 

Royals
Lorde  

Timber
Pitbull Feat. Ke$ha

Hold On, We’re Going Home
Drake Feat. Majid Jordan 

Let Her Go
Passenger 

Stay The Night
Zedd Feat. Hayley Williams 

Roar
Katy Perry 

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Larry Chance & The Earls. 

Chaka Khan performs during a 
tribute to Diana Ross at the 7th 
annual BET Awards on June 26, 
2007, in Los Angeles. 
 AP Photo/Kevork Djansezian, fi le

Jazz and BluesR&B night

American ‘Oldies’

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more.



Page 33 • Caribbean Life • Jan. 10-16, 2014

B

Q

HONOR THOSE WHO SERVE at FlagOfHonor.LoneSurvivorFilm.com

RANDALL EMMETT NORTON HERRICKSARAH AUBREYPETER BERGPRODUCED
 BYSPENCER SILNA MARK DAMON BRANDT ANDERSEN JEFF RICE

REMINGTON CHASESTEPAN MARTIROSYAN ADI SHANKARLOUIS G. FRIEDMANSIMON FAWCETT BRADEN AFTERGOODGEORGE FURLAEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

EMILE HIRSCH BEN FOSTER AND ERIC BANA STEVE JABLONSKYEXPLOSIONS IN THE SKYMUSIC
BY“LONE SURVIVOR”MARK WAHLBERG TAYLOR KITSCH

A PETER BERG FILMENVISION ENTERTAINMENT/ SPIKINGS ENTERTAINMENT/SINGLE BERRY/CLOSEST TO THE HOLE/LEVERAGE  PRODUCTION
UNIVERSAL PICTURES AND  EMMETT/FURLA FILMS PRESENT A FILM 44 / EMMETT/FURLA FILMS/HERRICK ENTERTAINMENT/

MARK WAHLBERGBARRY SPIKINGS AKIVA GOLDSMAN STEPHEN LEVINSON VITALY GRIGORIANTS BASED ON
THE BOOK BY MARCUS LUTTRELL WITH PATRICK ROBINSON

DIRECTED
BY PETER BERGWRITTEN

BY PETER BERG A UNIVERSAL RELEASE
© 2013 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

SOUNDTRACK ON METROPOLIS MOVIE MUSIC

“A POWERHOUSE.”
Peter Travers

“UNFORGETTABLE, 
TENSE AND INSPIRING.”
Pete Hammond, MOVIELINE

STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 10 AT THEATERS EVERYWHERE
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 17

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELAT IVIT Y MEDIA A CUBEVISION/RAINFOREST FILMS PRODUCTION
A TIM STORY FILM “RIDE ALONG” JOHN LEGUIZAMOICE CUBE KEVIN HART BRUCE MCGILL TIKA SUMPTER AND  LAURENCE FISHBURNE CHRISTOPHER LENNERTZMUSIC

BY
STORY

BY GREG COOLIDGEICE CUBE MATT ALVAREZ LARRY BREZNERWILL PACKERPRODUCED
 BYRON MUHAMMAD CHRIS BENDER JC SPINKNICOLAS STERNEXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC AND VARÈSE SARABANDETHIS FILM CONTAINS DEPICTIONS OF TOBACCO CONSUMPTION

SCREENPLAY
BY GREG COOLIDGE AND JASON MANTZOUKAS AND PHIL HAY & MATT MANFREDI DIRECTED

BY TIM STORY A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2013 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

By Kam Williams
On June 28, 2005, a team of Navy 

SEALs based in Afghanistan were 
issued orders in accordance with 
Operation Red Wings to locate and 
terminate a Taliban leader whose 
militia had been targeting coalition 
troops in the Kush Mountains of 
Kunar Province. The four were then 
dropped by helicopter line into rug-
ged terrain outside the tiny village 
suspected of harboring Al-Qaida 
sympathizers.

Soon, the soldiers crossed paths 
with several shepherds and, against 
their better judgment, allowed the 
seemingly innocuous civilians to 
continue on their way in accord-
ance with the U.S. military’s rules of 
engagement. Unfortunately, about 
an hour later, the SEALs found 
themselves ambushed by over a 
hundred Taliban fighters who had 

apparently been tipped off as to their 
whereabouts.

The ensuing, epic battle is the 
subject of “Lone Survivor,” a grue-
some war flick based on Marcus 
Luttrell’s (Mark Wahlberg) memoir 
of the high attrition-rate, harrow-
ing ordeal. Adapted and directed by 
Peter Berg (Battleship), the picture 
is most reminiscent of Black Hawk 
Down, another grim film about an 
American, overseas helicopter oper-
ation gone bad.

Given this movie’s title, there isn’t 
any suspense about how the disas-
trous misadventure is going to end. 
Consequently, the viewing experi-
ence amounts to little more than 
squirming in your seat while watch-
ing members of Luttrell’s unit per-
ish, as well as over a dozen of the 
reinforcements sent to try to res-
cue them. A practically-pornograph-
ic tribute to fearless, fallen heroes 
strictly for patriots with a strong 
stomach for gratuitous violence, 
however accurate.  

“Lone Survivor”
Good (2 stars)
Rated R for graphic 
violence and pervasive 
profanity
Running time: 121 minutes
Distributor: Universal 
Pictures

Taylor Kitsch, left, as Michael 
Murphy and Mark Wahlberg as 
Marcus Luttrell in a scene from 
the fi lm, “Lone Survivor.”  AP 

Photo/Universal Pictures, Gregory R. Pe-

ters

Mark Wahlberg stars in ‘Lone Survivor’
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The Adventurer: The 
Curse of the Midas Box (PG 
for violence, adventure, peril 
and brief smoking) Fantasy 
adventure about an intrepid 
teenager (Aneurin Barnard) 
who follows clues on a per-
ilous trek inside a hidden 
realm after the members 
of his family mysteriously 
disappear. With Ioan Gruf-
fudd, Michael Sheen, Sam 
Neill, Lena Headey and Kee-
ley Hawes.

Banshee Chapter (R for 
violence, profanity, drug 
use, brief nudity and dis-
turbing images) Found-
footage suspense thriller, 
purportedly based on actual 
events, about an investiga-
tive journalist’s (Katia Win-
ter) search for a missing 
friend (Michael McMillian) 
rumored to have ingested 
a chemical being tested on 
civilians by the CIA. With 
Ted Levine, Monique Cande-
laria and Chad Brummett.

Black Coffee (PG for 
mild epithets, sexual refer-
ences and mature themes) 
Romantic comedy revolving 
around a recently-fired and 

just-dumped dude (Darrin 
Dewitt Henson) who subse-
quently meets his soul mate 
(Gabrielle Dennis) only to 
have her ex-husband (Lam-
man Rucker) and his ex-
girlfriend (Erica Hubbard) 
resurface. Cast includes Tif-
fany Hines, Christian Keyes 
and Brely Evans.

Cold Comes the Night 
(R for profanity and vio-
lence) Seeing-eye thriller 
about a blind career crimi-
nal (Bryan Cranston) who 
forces the owner (Alice Eve) 
of a seedy motel and her 
daughter (Ursula Parker) to 
help him retrieve a stash of 
cash stolen by a crooked cop 
(Logan Marshall-Green). 
With Leo Fitzpatrick, Erin 
Cummings and Robin Tay-
lor.   

Divorce Corp. (Unrat-
ed) Legal system expose’ 

highlighting how more 
money flows through the 
divorce courts annually 
than through all other U.S. 
courts combined, thereby 
taking a toll on the litigants 
in the way of home fore-
closures, bankruptcy, sui-
cide and violence. Featuring 
Gloria Allred, Wendy Archer 
and Alexandra Borg.

Dumbbells (Unrated) 
Kitchen sink comedy about 
a former college basketball 
star (Brian Drolet) who 
forges an unlikely friend-
ship with a guy (Hoyt Rich-
ards) trying to shoot a real-
ity show in the gym where 
he works.  Ensemble cast 
includes Jaleel “Steve Urkel” 
White, Tom Arnold, Mir-
cea Monroe, Jay Mohr and 
Fabio.

The Great Flood (Unrat-
ed) Historical documen-

tary, featuring black-and-
white archival images set to 
music, revisiting the 1927 
flood of the Mississippi 
River which led to the Great 
Migration north by millions 

of displaced African-Ameri-
can sharecroppers. 

In Bloom (Unrated) 
Coming of age drama, set 
in Tbilisi in 1992, revolving 
around a couple of desper-

ate 14-year-old friends (Lika 
Babluani and Mariam Bok-
eria) who opt to ignore tra-
ditional social pressures in 
order to escape from their 
dysfunctional families. 

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Independent & Foreign Films

A scene from, “Black Coffee.”  

Featuring
Brand New
Caribbean

Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect

Wedding for You
At Affordable

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets
And All
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving
Brooklyn Over

59 Years
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FRI.,  JAN. 10
CONCERT: In celebration of 40 years of 
Community Service, The Fort Greene Coun-
cil, Inc. presents Wynton Marsalis. There 
will be two shows, 8:00 p.m (Doors open at 
6:30 p.m) and 10:30 p.m. (Doors open at 9:45 
p.m). Admission: $40 in advance ($70 both 
shows), $50  at the door ($90 for both shows), 
and limited front-row reserved seating: $60 
($100 both shows). 966 Fulton St., Brooklyn, 
NY (between Grand Avenue & St. James 
Place). 

ZUMBA: Join us for a dance-fitness class 
that is friendly and fun 11:30 a.m - 12:30 
p.m. It uses the Zumba formula, with modi-
fied moves and pacing for active older people 
and those just starting their journey to a 
fit and healthy lifestyle. Be sure to let your 
doctor know that you will be taking part in 
an exercise class. Each event is open to the 
public and is being held at 206-20 Linden 
Blvd., in Cambria Heights, Queens. RSVP: 
1-646-476-1294.

SAT., JAN. 11
PERFORMANCE: New York-based blues 
favorites Renee & The Derelicts perform clas-
sic and original blues, rock and soul tunes 
at popular  Brooklyn nightspot The Branded 
Saloon (603 Vanderbilt Ave.). Featuring 
the vocals of the multitalented actress/
playwright Renee Flemings, the band - Sal 
Carolei (blues harp), Paul Bauman (guitar) 
Jent LaPalm (bass) and  Bernard Devlin  
(drums)  - will kick things off at 9:00 p.m. No 
cover, great food and drink available. Located 
in Prospect Heights, the  Saloon  - on the 
corner of  Bergen and Vanderbilt. For more 
information, call (718) 484-8704.  

WINTER WORKOUT: January is Family Fit 
Month, which should catapult you and your 
family’s drive to be healthier. It does not take 
a genius to realize the consequences of inac-
tivity and loads of unhealthy foods, so why 
not use your family as support in becoming 
a more fit and active unit! The workshop is 
from 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m and will include 
information on the importance of staying 
healthy as a family through health and nutri-
tion and a family exercise class. There will 
be give-aways and light refreshments. Each 
event is open to the public and is being held 
at 206-20 Linden Blvd., in Cambria Heights, 
Queens. RSVP: 1-646-476-1294

SUN., JAN. 12
PERFORMING ARTS: Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 
(BCBC) continues its 2013-14 Target Story-
book Series with Theatreworks USA’s Alex-
ander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 
Very Bad Day at 2:00 p.m. The centerpiece 
of BCBC’s 2013-14 family programming, the 
Target Storybook Series features performanc-
es based on classic and contemporary chil-
dren’s literature and aims to encourage the 

development of strong reading skills at home 
in children ages four to eight. Each perform-
ance is accompanied by a Parents’ Guide, 
with literacy-based activity sheets, reading 
tips, and discussion topics, giving parents the 
opportunity to engage their children both 
pre- and post-performance. Brooklyn All 
tickets are $7 and can be purchased by phone 
at 718-951-4500 (Tues-Sat, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m.), or online at BrooklynCenterOnline.org. 

MON.,  JAN. 13
CABARET: The multi-talented Alex DeSuze 
returns to the Indian Road Café to host the 
“No Name Uptown Cabaret Second Monday” 
monthly singers showcase. Indian Road Café, 
located at 600 West 218th Street, offers an 
excellent wine, beer and coffee selection as 
well as great food from paninis to lobster 
mac and cheese, all amidst a warm and cas-
ual atmosphere.  The next Uptown Cabaret 
show starts at  7:00 p.m. with sign up begin-
ning at 6:45 p.m. No cover, no minimum and 
for additional information, call 212 942-7451. 

MOVEMENT MONDAY:  Join us for a fun 
walk-in-place workout from 11:00 a.m - 12:00 

p.m. No complicated steps and no equipment 
needed. This DVD workout is safe for all ages 
and fitness levels, so lace up your walking 
shoes and join the movement! Wear comfort-
able shoes and workout wear. Water will be 
provided. Participants will be required to fill 
out an emergency form on the first day of 
class. Be sure to let your doctor know you’ll 
be taking part in an exercise class. Each 
event is open to the public and is being held 
at 215 West 125th St., in Harlem. For more 
information, please visit www.ehnc.com or 
call 866-469-0999.

TUES., JAN. 14
CITY STORIES: Author and storyteller 
Tom Pryor’s next show “City Stories: Stoops 
To Nuts” is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. at the 
Cornelia Street Café in Manhattan. Pryor 
has had articles published in The New York 
Times and has been featured on public radio’s 
“This American Life” and PBS’s “Baseball: A 
New York Love Story.” This month’s perform-
ers include: storyteller Melissa Caminneci, 
poet Annette Estevez, award-winning jour-
nalist / writer Natasha Gural and comedian 

/ storyteller Maggie Nuttall. The $8.00 
admission includes a free drink. The Cornelia 
Street Café is located at 29 Cornelia St., New 
York, NY. 

ONGOING   
MON., DEC.30 - WED., JAN.15
TREE COLLECTION: It may be time to 
take the tree down, but you can keep up the 
Christmas spirit by giving back to the city’s 
“tree-cycling” program. The Department of 
Sanitation will collect any Christmas tree left 
out on the curb. The trees will be turned into 
mulch and will be spread among the city’s 
fields, parks and gardens. Residents taking 
their trees to Mulchfest on Jan. 11 and 12, 
will be entitled to one bag of free mulch. 
Remember to take off any lights and orna-
ments. To find out more information about 
Mulchfest locations, visit nyc.gov/parks or 
call 311.

FLOOD RELIEF: Donations are being 
accepted at the Friends of Crown Heights 
Center located at 671 Prospect Place in 
Brooklyn. Donations will also be accepted by 
Mirtha Colon, a Garifuna from Honduras, 
who operates Hondurans Against Aids out of 
Casa Yurumein in the Bronx. Casa Yurumein 
is located at 874 Prospect Ave in the South 
Bronx, corner of Westchester Avenue. Checks 
and Money orders are welcomed and should 
be made out to “SVG Community INC.”  Any-
one in the Long Island area who wishes to 
make a donation, but cannot drive to Brook-
lyn please call 347-488-4395 to arrange 
a drop off or to arrange for me to pick up 
the donation. Items needed include medi-
cal supplies, non-perishable food, clothes, 
shoes, candles. Monetary donations can be 
made in the form of checks or money orders 
addressed to “SVG Community INC.” 

PASSPORT APPLICATION CENTER: 
Brooklyn Public Library (BPL) launched a 
second Passport Application Center at the 
Kings Highway Library providing a conven-
ient facility for Brooklyn residents and new 
immigrants to apply for passports. Hours 
are temporarily set for 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday and Sunday by 
appointment. Saturdays are currently closed 
until further notice. 2115 Ocean Ave., Brook-
lyn, NY 11229. To make an appointment, call 
(718)230-2292 or (718)375-3037 ext. 128.

FEATURING HOME REPAIR: Is your boiler, 
water main or roof in need of fixing? Do you 
need major repairs done but lack the financ-
es? Now is the best time to fix it. Neighbor-
hood Housing Services of East Flatbush, a 
not-for-profit housing organization can assist 
you. For more information on the Home 
Improvement Programs, call (718)469-4679 
or visit www.nhsofeastflatbush.org.

If you have an event that you would 
like to post in Sun Kulcha, please email 
your submission to Caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com. All submissions are up for review 
by the editor.

 Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

CONCERT
JAN. 10: In celebration of 40 years of 
Community Service, The Fort Greene 
Council, Inc. presents Wynton Marsalis. 
There will be two shows, 8:00 p.m and 
10:30 p.m. Admission: $40 in advance ($70 
both shows), $50  at the door ($90 for both 
shows), and limited front-row reserved 
seating: $60 ($100 both shows). 966 Fulton 
St., Brooklyn, NY (between Grand Avenue 
& St. James Place). 

MONTH OF JANUARY: The workshop 
is from 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m and will 
include information on the importance 
of staying healthy as a family through 
health and nutrition and a family exer-
cise class. There will be give-aways and 
light refreshments. Each event is open 
to the public and is being held at 206-
20 Linden Blvd., in Cambria Heights, 
Queens. RSVP: 1-646-476-1294.

WINTER WORKOUT

JAN. 13: The multi-talented Alex DeSuze returns to the 
Indian Road Café to host the “No Name Uptown Cabaret 
Second Monday” monthly singers showcase. Indian 
Road Café, located at 600 West 218th Street.  Show 
starts at  7:00 p.m. with sign up beginning at 6:45 p.m. 
No cover, no minimum and for additional information, 
call 212 942-7451. 

UPTOWN CABARET
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE GRAMMYS

ACROSS
1. Leigh is to Scarlett as _____ is 
to Rhett
6. ___ de deux
9. “Through” in text message
13. “___ __ fair in love and war”
14. Under the weather
15. Sand bar
16. Disturb
17. “New” prefix
18. Equestrian’s attire
19. *Eminem’s 2013 hit
21. *Rogers’ duet partner
23. Driver’s aid
24. Sub station
25. Acid
28. Often held on sandwich
30. *Girl on Fire
35. Creole vegetable
37. Poverty-stricken
39. Bank ware, pl.
40. Bit attachment
41. Israel’s neighbor
43. Catch-22
44. Weight watcher’s choice, pl.
46. Black cat, e.g.
47. First rate
48. Take to one’s heart
50. Aquarium dweller
52. *”___ at Work,” Best New Art-

ist of ‘83
53. Conceited
55. Lt.’s inferior, in the Navy
57. *Macklemore’s kind of shop
60. *This year’s Grammy host
64. Song of praise
65. Shed tears
67. The _____, Netherlands
68. Take down masts
69. Clod chopper
70. Blatant
71. Gardener’s storage
72. *”Owner of a Lonely Heart” 
band won one Grammy
73. Offends with odor

DOWN
1. Clothing of distinctive style
2. Medicinal house plant
3. Something that happens so fast
4. Famous Hungarian composer
5. High regard
6. *”Just Give Me a Reason” nomi-
nee
7. Barley brew
8. North face, e.g.
9. “___ does it!”
10. Tramp
11. *In ‘85 Prince won two for “Pur-
ple ____”
12. Final, abbr.
15. High-pitched
20. Gathers harvest

22. Chicken _ __ king
24. Kind of security guard
25. *”Royals” nominee
26. Knitter’s quantity
27. Often done to fruit
29. It goes up and down
31. Bit
32. Billiards bounce
33. Cuckoo
34. Ski destination
36. A chip, maybe
38. Cambodian money
42. Clarence in “It’s a Wonderful 
Life”, e.g.
45. Pinching pennies
49. Churchill’s “so few”
51. Boat load
54. Nervous and ansty
56. Dry white Italian wine
57. Hyperbolic tangent
58. At this point
59. Police action
60. Potassium hydroxide solution, 
pl.
61. Curved molding
62. Lie in wait
63. *Multi-Grammy winner Elton’s, 
“Bennie and the ____”
64. From a wound
66. Poor man’s caviar

YOU MAY 
QUALIFY FOR AN 
INVESTIGATIONAL 
FLU STUDY  
NEAR YOU.

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING:
Fever?
Cough, Sore Throat or Nasal Obstruction?
Fatigue, Headache, Muscle Pain?

www.InfluenceStudy.com
Participants will be compensated for time and travel.

A GLOBAL
FLU STUDY

CALL

646-361-4059

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
Community newspapers.

-Weekly Bannered directory
-Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

M E DICAL  RE SEARCH  GUIDE
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By Azad Ali
President of the West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB), Dave Cameron, has praised veteran 
middle-order-batsmen Shivnarine Chander-
paul for achieving several milestones in his 
career in 2013. 

Chanderpaul played his 150th test match 
during the recent series against India and 
earlier this month became the seventh play-
er to pass 11,000 runs in test cricket playing 
in the series against New Zealand.

In his Christmas message, the WICB 
president described the Guyanese batsman 
as ‘durable.’

“I must salute Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
for achieving 150 Test appearances and 
11,000 runs in Test cricket. Shiv continues 

By Robert Elkin
History was accomplished last month 

at Bishop Loughlin High School, located 
in the Fort Greene section of Brooklyn. It 
came on a  Tuesday afternoon when the 
host school defeated St. Francis Prep High 
School of Queens.

No, it had very little to do with the out-
come of a Catholic High Schools Athletic 
Association basketball encounter on the 
varsity level. It came in career total points 

By Patrick Horne
The soccer world has suffered a great 

loss! Eusebio da Silva Ferreira, who led 
Portugal to a third-place finish in the 
1966 World Cup and is considered one 
of the greatest soccer players of all time, 
died of heart failure last Sunday at his 

home in Portugal. The Mozambique-born 
legend, who became a Portuguese citi-
zen, was 71. The Portuguese government 
declared three days of national mourn-
ing, with flags flying at half-mast.

Portuguese Prime Minister Pedro Pas-
sos Coelho said in a statement: “A foot-

ball genius and example of humility, an 
outstanding athlete and generous man, 
Eusebio was for all sports fans and for 
all Portuguese an example of profes-
sionalism, determination and devotion 
to the colors of the national jersey and of 

Portugal in mourning for Eusebio 

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

 Bishop Loughlin’s Khadeen Carrington 
#11 in action against Christ the King dur-
ing a high school basketball game in 
Brooklyn, NY.    AP Photo/Gregory Payan

It his June 24, 2004 fi le photo, Eusebio gestures after Portugal defeated England in a Euro 2004 quarterfi nal soccer 
match at the Luz stadium in Lisbon; Portugal. Portugal won 6-5 following the penalty shoot out after the match ended 
2-2 following extra time.  AP Photo/Armando Franca; File

Carrington 
sets record

Praise for 
Chanderpaul

DEATH OF A DEATH OF A 
LEGENDLEGEND
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to be a shining champion 
of whom we are all proud,” 
said Cameron. “We have 
also seen several other 
players making strides in 
their world rankings even 
as our team performances 
have not always been as 
strong as we would all like 
them to be,” he said.

Cameron, who was 
elected as president ear-
lier this year, said his ten-
ure has been tough so far 
but that WICB has made 
significant strides. The 
president said based on 
the work being done by 
the WICB, he is expecting 
more success in all for-

mats for both men’s and 
women’s teams. 

Benfica.” 
Eusebio was a poor 

18-year-old from Mapu-
to, Mozambique who was 
brought to Portugal by one 
of that country’s top clubs, 
Benfica. He spent the next 15 
years at Benfica and went on 
to win 11 Portuguese League 
titles, five Portuguese Cups, 
capture the European Club 
Championship in 1961 and 
‘62 and was the 1965 Europe-
an player of the year. He won 
the Golden Boot as Europe’s 
top scorer in 1968 and ’73. 
All told, he scored 733 goals 
in 745 games on his way to 
making Benfica one of the 
most successful clubs in the 
world. He was declared a 
national treasure by the Por-
tuguese government of the 
day and was forbidden to be 
sold by Benfica, despite many 
lucrative offers for the star.

Eusebio led Portugal to its 
best finish in World Cup com-
petition when he scored a 
tournament-high nine goals 
in the 1966 World Cup in 
England. He became legend 

when he lead an astonishing 
Portugal rally from a three-
goal deficit to a 5-3 win in the 
quarterfinal game against 
North Korea in Liverpool.  

Portugal trailed North 
Korea, 3-0, after 23 minutes 
when Eusebio took over the 
game and scored four of Por-
tugal’s five goals and assist-
ed on the other to complete 
one of the most remarkable 
comebacks in the history of 
the game. “That was the best 
game of my life in a Portugal 
jersey,” Eusebio told report-
ers after the game. “It left its 
mark on me.”

In the semi-final loss to 
eventual World Cup winner 
England at Wembley Stadi-
um, Eusebio left the field in 
tears, which further endeared 
him to the Portuguese peo-
ple and the soccer world. 
Eusebio scored 41 goals in 
64 games for Portugal. His 
speed, agility, physical power 
and clinical finishing made 
him the legendary scorer that 
he was - the most dangerous 
forwards in the world at the 
time.  He retired from Ben-
fica in 1975.

In the 1960s, Eusebio 
rivaled the other legend, Pele 
of Brazil, as comparisons of 
the two as to who was greater 
dominated much of the nar-
ratives in world soccer at the 
time. I was also obsessed with 
the comparisons. I saw both 
on a number of occasions 
when Eusebio’s Benfica and 
Pele’s Santos of Brazil played 
games at New York’s Old Yan-
kee Stadium in the Bronx 
during the summers. Clearly, 
the two were the best in the 
world at the time - the Black 
Panther, Eusebio, versus the 
Black Pearl, Pele. I feel fortu-
nate to have seen two of the 
greatest players to ever play 
the game. 

As news of Eusebio’s death 
became known, the tributes 
kept flowing in: FIFA Presi-
dent Sepp Blatter tweeted, 
“Football has lost a legend. 
But Eusebio’s place among 
the greats will never be taken 
away.” German legend Franz 
Beckenbauer also tweeted, 
“One of the greatest football 
players ever has passed away.” 
Cristiano Ronaldo, the Por-
tugal captain who plays for 

Real Madrid, said on Face 
book, “Always eternal Euse-
bio, rest in peace” and former 
Portugal captain Luis Figo, 
the 2001 FIFA world player 
of the year, tweeted, “The 
king!! Great loss for us all! 
The greatest!!”                                    

 “On this sad day of 
(Eusebio’s) death ... I pre-
fer to look upon him as 
immortal,” Chelsea’s Portu-
guese coach Jose Mourinho 
said. French legend Michel 
Platini, the UEFA presi-
dent, said: “Today football 
has lost one of its greatest 
players of all time. On the 
pitch Eusebio was a true 
legend, representing Portu-
gal and Benfica. Off it he 
was a true global ambassa-
dor of Portuguese football. 
He was more than just a 
player though. A good and 
gentle person, Eusebio will 
be fondly remembered.” 

“In my opinion Eusebio 
will always be the greatest 
player of all time,” ex-Real 
Madrid star Alfredo Di Ste-
fano. Eusebio left behind his 
wife, Flora, two daughters 
and several grandchildren.

scored by a Bishop Lough-
lin student athlete.

JayVaughn Pinkston, 
presently a senior at Vil-
lanova University, scored 
1560 points during his 
four-year career at Lough-
lin wasn’t too long ago. 
Pinkston hopes to com-
pete in the National Bas-
ketball Association come 
next fall. Last month, 
Pinkston’s record-setting 
mark was broken.

Khadeen Carrington’s 
field goal near the bas-
ket with less than two 
minutes remaining in the 
fourth quarter enabled 
him to score his 1560 and 
1561 markers to put him 
in first place at Loughin 
and pushing Pinkston 
down one spot. Thus, Car-
rington became the all-
time school record holder. 

“I got the record points 
in the second half,” he 
recently recalled. “It was 
on an ally-hoop dunk. And 
I  like dunking.”’   

Mark Jackson, who 
was a tremendous player 
at Bishop Loughlin, went 
on to St. John”s Univer-
sity, and also played in the 
NBA, is now coaching the 
Golden State Warriors of 
the NBA. One of the rea-
sons Carrington wanted 
to attend Bishop Loughlin 
was because of the tremen-
dous amount of success of 
players, including Jackson, 
going on to become pros. 

Carrington ranks as 
one of the top players in 
New York City. Now one of 
the pressures  is off him.

In addition, the pres-
sure of choosing a college 
is also off him as he signed 
with Seton Hall Univer-
sity, located in nearby New 
Jersey,last October.

   After his Bishop 
Loughlin ‘Lions’ had a 
tremendous second half 
against visiting Fordham 
Prep of The Bronx, he 
indicated to the Caribbean 
Life that he would like to 
follow Pinkston into the 
NBA, but he is not sure 
just when. 

The 6’3” guard can 
certainly put the points 
through the basket  and is 
more of a slasher than his 
teammate guard Michael 
Williams. 

Last year he scored at 
an average of 24 points a 
contest. 

Continued from page 37 

Continued from page 37 

In this March 13, 2003 fi le photo, soccer legends Eusebio, from Portugal, left, and Pele, from Brazil, embrace each 
other as they meet in Lisbon, during a promotional event ahead of the Euro 2004 European soccer champion-
ship to be held in Portugal.  AP Photo/Armando Franca, File

JayVaughn Pinkston. 
 AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File

Chanderpaul

‘Loughlin Lions’

Continued from page 37 

West Indies middle-or-
der-batsmen Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul.  

 AP Photo/A.M. Ahad

‘Greatest player of all time’
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The thrashing that the 
West Indies received in 
India and in New Zealand 
should serve as a cricket 
lesson to the West Indies 
players, particularly the 
younger inexperienced 
cricketers. Being able to 
adapt quickly to different 
conditions is key to the 
success of any player. West 
Indies players must learn 
to develop their cricketing 
skills quickly. The interna-
tional arena is very com-
petitive and players must be 
prepared for the toughness 
of the sport. Darren Bravo, 
Kirk Edwards, Tino Best, 
Jason Holder and Veeras-
ammy Permaul all have to 
perform much better. 

India and New Zealand 
had home advantages with 
detailed knowledge of their 
wickets and fielding con-
ditions. Realising that the 
home teams had those 
advantages, the West Indies 
should have been better 
prepared to deliver better 
performances. 

India’s players Rohit Shar-
ma, Virat Kohli, Shikhar 

Dhawan Cheteshwar Pujara 
and Jin Karahan have all 
blossomed with their tal-
ents.

LACK OF 
SENSITIVE CRICKET 
KNOWLEDGE!

West Indies batsmen and 
bowlers are lacking the 
knowledge and skill on how 
to play against their tough 
competitors.

The West Indies bats-
men frequently succumb 
to top bowling and if one 
or two players make huge 
scores, it is often insuf-
ficient to allow the team 
to win games. Much more 
reliable performances are 
needed. Unlike the West 
Indies, India, South Africa 
and Australia have batsmen 
who can withstand pres-
sure and serve their team 
well.

EXPLOITING 
BATSMEN FAULTS

The apparent inability of 
West Indies bowlers to fully 
exploiting the mistakes 
made by batsmen has often 
prevented them from pick-
ing up the necessary wick-
ets to win. Sometimes West 
Indies bowlers bowl too 
straight and do not focus 
on moving the ball away 
from the batsmen to induce 
mistakes. Both Australia 
and South Africa wickets 
are quick and their bowlers 
do the trick by exploiting 
such advantage. 

Dale Steyn and Mitchell 
Johnson, respectively from 
South Africa and Australia, 
never allow batsmen to set-
tle in.  These fast bowlers 
take over their turfs leaving 
top batsmen cornered. 

Australian cricket has 
improved with both bats-

men and bowlers perform-
ing exceptionally well. A 
good series matchup would 
be South Africa vs Austral-
ia. 

West Indies cricket is in 
disarray and what is more 
troubling is that nothing 
significant is being done to 
bring about real success. 

Sometimes talented play-
ers come into the team but 
then there is little improve-
ment in their skills and this 
leads to their early demise.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies Tino Best attempts to take a catch on the boundary off the bat of New 
Zealand’s Trent Boult on the second day of the second international cricket match 
at the Basin Reserve in Wellington, New Zealand, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013.  
 AP Photo/SNPA, Ross Setford

Windies players must learn from their tours
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Have You Been In An Accident?
You May Be Entitled To Money Damages!

Ross & Hill, Esqs.

We have recovered millions of dollars for our clients.*

JAMES ROSS
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WILLIAM C. THOMPSON
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Former NYS Senator

Former Regional Director NAACP

ARTHUR HILL
35 years experience

*Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome - expenses payable at conclusion of case

718-855-2324 16 Court Street, 35th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11241

FREE 

Please visit our website at www.rossandhill.com


