
By Bert Wilkinson
Investigations into a scandal 

linked to the recent publication 
of electronic mails involving the 
prime minister of Trinidad, the 
attorney general and the national 
security adviser allegedly plotting 
to harm high officials and a news-
paper journalist heated up this 
week with the head of govern-
ment agreeing to turn over her 
Blackberry handset, laptop and 
password to officials probing the 
allegations.

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar said she was willing to 
cooperate fully with investigators 

once information in these devices 
were analyzed in her presence, 
that of her attorney and informa-
tion technology experts.

The scandal linked to the alleged 
emails erupted in the island’s par-
liament during a no-confidence 
motion against the government 
brought by Opposition Leader 
Keith Rowley last month, shaking 
the foundations of the three-year-
old government to its core and 
putting it on the defensive.

Many in the twin-island repub-
lic of Trinidad and Tobago are 
watching the evolution of the 

T&T PM to hand over handset

By Trenton Daniel
BELLE ANSE, Haiti (AP) — 

The hardship of hunger abounds 
amid the stone homes and tee-
pee-like huts in the mountains 

along Haiti’s southern coast.
The hair on broomstick-thin 

children has turned patchy and 
orangish, their stomachs have 
ballooned to the size of their 

heads and many look half their 
age — the tell-tale signs of mal-
nutrition.

Mabriole town official Geneus 

In this May 22, 2013 photo, a malnourished two-year-old Jerydson Baltazar is weighed by a com-
munity volunteer in Belle Anse, Haiti. The United Nations’ World Food Program reports that nearly 
a quarter of Haiti’s children suffer from malnutrition, though that fi gure is higher in places such as 
Guatemala and the Sahel region in Africa.  AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery

Haiti hunger woes continue to mount
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Bahamas
Two American visitors were 

robbed at gunpoint outside the 
Royal Towers, Atlantis Resort and 
Casino, early recently, Assistant 
Commissioner of Police Anthony 
Ferguson said. 

Police said around 1:00 a.m. a man 
armed with a handgun approached 
them and demanded cash.

The suspect fled the area on 
foot after robbing them. No one 
was hurt during the incident. It is 
unclear whether 
the visitors were 
exiting or enter-
ing the hotel. 
Police believe 
the victims were 
guests at Atlantis, though no hotel 
representative confirmed this.

Ferguson said the suspect, who 
was only described as a dark man, 
was still at large yesterday. While 
general theft of personal property 
remains the most common crime 
against tourists, an American visi-
tor was recently murdered.

Kyle Bruner, 34, of Chicago, 
Illinois, was shot dead during an 
armed robbery around 4:30 a.m. on 
May 12, police said.

Police said Bruner was trying 
to defend a female friend who was 
being robbed on Mackey Street near 
East Bay Street.

Acting U.S. Charge d’ Affaires 
John Armstrong told The Nassau 
Guardian in March that crime is a 
major issue here. 

“The murder rate has recently 
dropped some and that’s a good 
sign, but with some other crimes, 
based on what the media said and 
Bahamian law officials, basically the 
trend has been in a different direc-
tion.” Armstrong said.

He added that the U.S. Embas-
sy has an obligation to warn U.S. 
citizens of crime trends. The most 
recent warning was issued last 
month. The release said that armed 
robbery remains a major threat fac-
ing U.S. citizens in The Bahamas.

It also said that since the begin-
ning of the year, several U.S. citizens 
have fallen victim to armed robbery 
with some seriously injured in the 
commission of these crimes. Min-
ister of Tourism Obie Wilchcombe 
said recently that something must 
be done to arrest the crime situation 
in the country before it is too late.

Dominica 
The Dominica government says 

it has no intention of changing the 
present buggery laws even as the 

advocacy group, Minority Rights 
Dominica (MiriDom) said it was 
seeking talks with the authorities 
on the matter of equal rights.

Prime Minister Roosevelt Sker-
rit, speaking 
on the state-
owned DBS radio 
recently, said his 
administration’s 
position on the matter is stated 
in law “and this matter is still on 
our books and will remain there 
for the foreseeable future.

“I respect the views of this new 
group. I understand from per-
sons they intend to write to the 
government. We welcome their 
writing to the government, we 
welcome meeting them as a mat-
ter of fact…..they are citizens of 
this country and they would like 
to express their views. 

“But one has to look at the 
broader context of this request 
and it will be dangerous for the 
country to move in the direction 
of repealing laws against bug-
gery.”

Prime Minister Skerrit said, “as 
it is now anybody who wants to 
engage in whatever activities can 
do so in the privacy of his home. 
But one should not believe that 

the government is prepared or 
thinking of wanting to make this 
a public affair.”

Skerrit said he has not heard 
“any compelling arguments can 
be made for it to be repealed. So 
we respect the rights of the group 
and if they write to us requesting 
a meeting. we will be more than 
willing to meet with them.”

Guyana
The South American country 

of Guyana has been given until 
November to approve a bill that 
would tighten financial regula-
tions and crack down on money 
laundering and drug smugglers.

The announcement comes after 
Guyana sought 
more time from 
officials with 
the Caribbean 
Financial Action 
Task Force that are meeting in 
Nicaragua recently.

The organization said late on 
Thursday that it would blacklist 
Guyana if the new deadline is 
not met. Guyana was supposed 
to approve the bill on May 27, but 
opposition leaders voted against 
it, saying it needs more safe-
guards against corruption. 

Haiti
UN efforts to tackle cholera in 

Haiti are “almost non- existent.” 
The world body faces court action 
for inadvertently starting a chol-
era epidemic in the country.

Last year, the UN launched a 
US$2.2 billion appeal to improve 
water supplies in 
Haiti. 

The UN is 
accused of neg-
ligently allowing 
peace keeping 
soldiers to pollute Haiti’s water 
with cholera. The epidemic, which 
is spread by infected sewage, has 
killed more than 8,000 people 
since late 2010. There have been 
grand plans - a 10-year (US) $2.2 
billion project, Duncan McClean, a 
senior manager for MSF, said.

But the UN plan had not been 
implemented, he added. “I travel 
regularly to Haiti; the impact on 
the ground today is almost non-
existent.”  

The UN plan to improve drink-
ing water and sewage outlets – 
which MSF says is unfulfilled – 
was widely seen as the interna-
tional body’s attempt to deflect 
calls by the victims of cholera for 
financial compensation. 

Responding to the MSF charge, 
the UN said that, “enormous 
efforts” had been made to support 
Haiti’s cholera eradication plans. 
These efforts had resulted in sig-
nificantly fewer cases and reduced 
mortality rates.”

But the UN also recognized 
that a shortage of funds meant 
“resources mobilized to date are 
clearly insufficient to face a poten-
tial peak of cases “in the forth-
coming rainy season.

It has called for more resources 
from member states to tackle the 
cholera epidemic. The UN says 
it has legal immunity from the 
compensation case. Lawyers for 
the cholera victims say that unless 
talks on compensation begin in 
the next few weeks, they will take 
the UN to court in New York. 

Jamaica
Children rights groups have 

condemned the recent murders 
of three children here in recent 
days as the Office of the Children’s 
Registry (OCR) announced plans 
to provide counseling to affected 
parents and communities.

Police have already detained a 
woman who confessed to be-head-
ing four-year-old Natasha Brown, 
while the country 
remains in shock 
at the murder of 
e ig ht-ye a r- old 
Tamera Laing.

Police said the body of a new 
born baby was found in a latrine 
at a house in the community of 
Stetin in Trelawny. Residents con-
ducted the search after a teenager, 
who recently gave birth could not 
account for the child. The teenag-
er and her mother have since been 
taken into police custody.

OCR registrar Greg Smith said 
a team had been mobilized to 
conduct visits to the homes and 
communities affected by these 
killings. 

Meanwhile, children’s advo-
cate, Diahann Gordon-Harrison, 
described the killings as a worri-
some moment in Jamaica’s his-
tory, while Minister of Youth Lisa 
Hanna expressed outrage at the 
beheading of Natasha and urged 
Jamaicans to take seriously their 
responsibility for the care and pro-
tection of children.

“The instances of children 
going missing or subjected to vio-
lence, often leading to death, are 
too prevalent, “Hanna said.

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

The Puhagan Geothermal Plant in Nevis. See story on page 8. Photo courtesy IPS

Nevis leads OECS in clean energy

Continued on Page 16
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By Tangerine Clarke
Caribbean Life’s own 

Kenton K. Kirby, editor in 
chief, will be honored dur-
ing a ceremony to com-
memorate Guyana’s 47th 
Independence Anniversary, 
set to take place on Friday, 
June 21, in the Rotunda of 
Brooklyn Borough Hall. The 
ceremony will begin at 5:30 
p.m. 

Patricia Jordan Langford, 
president of the Guyana Tri-
State Alliance, will present 
Kirby, a Vincentian-Amer-
ican, whose exceptional 
contribution in the field of 
journalism is duly noted in 
the pages of the Caribbean 
Life, where he has served 

for more than 20 years – 
with a special Independence 
Award. 

The former chief report-
er of the Vincentian, the 
major newspaper in his 
homeland, and correspond-
ent for the Caribbean News 
Agency, UPI, Radio Barba-
dos and Radio Antilles, will 
also receive a Proclama-
tion for his commitment to 
excellence and dedication to 
highlighting the contribu-
tion of expatriates in the 
community. 

A former public informa-
tion specialist who earned 
his Bachelor’s degree in 
Mass Communications 
from the University of the 

West Indies, and Master’s 
Degree in Journalism from 
the International Institute 
for Journalism in Berlin, 
has received numerous 
accolades from organiza-
tions in the Diaspora. He 
is hailed as one of the most 
generous professionals in 
the business.

The ceremony that 
is being held under the 
patronage of the Hon. Marty 
Markowitz, Brooklyn Bor-
ough president, and the 
Hon. Dr. Mathieu Eugene, 
councilmember, in collabo-
ration with the Consulate 
General of the Republic of 
Guyana and the Perma-
nent Mission to the Unit-

ed States, will also honor 
Sandra Chapman, deputy 
borough president, Romesh 
D. Kallicharan, Holly Per-
saud, Beverley Drakes, 
Muriel Glasgow, Henry D. 
Muttoo, Glen Khan, Allison 
Skette, Rozanna Beaumont 
and James McCallister, New 
York Daily News editor. The 
awardees will be presented 
with the “Golden Arrowhead 
Award of Distinction.”

The ceremony will be fol-
lowed by a “Taste of Guy-
ana” reception, a fashion 
show presented by Guy-
anese designers Roger Gary, 
Michelle Cole and Sonia 
Noel, and a multi-cultural 
show.

By Laura Andrews
If the current New York 

City Fiscal 2014 Budget is 
finalized, Queens Library 
stands to lose $29.6 mil-
lion dollars. “There will 
be 428 lay offs and 36 of 
our 62 libraries will be 
closed,” stated Queens 
Library Director of Com-
munications Joanne King 
in a recent telephone 
interview.  

According to King, to 
rectify these proposed 
budget cuts, “There are 
meetings nonstop with 
the New York City Coun-
cil and other City officials 
to help them understand 
how critical libraries are.”

“We expect the budget 
to pass; but we do not 
know the outcome,” King 
added.  

Earlier, the CEO of the 
Queens Library, Thomas 
Galante, implored the 
New York State legislators 
in Albany, N.Y. to increase 
state funding to libraries 
comparable to the req-
uisite necessity of these 
public educational insti-
tutions.

Despite the dilemma 
of the unfolding of the 
ramification of sequester, 
in the state capitol, both 
Republicans and Demo-
crats joined, Galante, the 
Queens library maverick 
leader of more than 62 
up-and-running commu-
nity libraries – demand at 
a rally in the Legislative 
Office Building on Library 
Legislative Day.

“Libraries are educa-
tional facilities; nothing 
is partisan about librar-
ies,” said one speaker, to 
a roar of applause, nota-
bly from a contingent of 
Queens Library advocates 
donning orange T-shirts 
with the words inscribed 
on the back, “I Love My 
Library Queens library 
Enrich Your Life.” 

“Libraries are an essen-
tial service. Libraries stand 
at an important moment. 
Libraries spent the last 20 
years getting people what 
they want, give libraries 
what they know they can-
not get,” he asserted to a 
sea of library advocates 
seated and standing.

Beyond collaborating 
with libraries throughout 
New York State to secure 
immediate restoration of 
$102 million statewide 
from 2007, as state fund-
ing for libraries takes a 
dive as the circulation of 
library material increased 
to 11 percent, a signifi-
cant percentage of the 
Library Legislative Day 
participants’ future are 
dependent on the future 
of Queens Library.

For a large percentage 
of immigrants aware of 
Queens Libraries resourc-
es, the American dream 
is tangible. While Queens 
Library’s well-dispersed 
community libraries are 
housed in the most ethni-
cally-diverse county in the 
U.S., immigrants frequent 

By Patricia Grogg
HAVANA, May 28 2013 

(IPS) - Cuba will continue 
to prioritise public Internet 
access over connectivity in 
private homes, as indicated 
by a government announce-
ment Tuesday that 118 new 
public cyber salons would 
open nationwide as of early 
June.

The new Internet outlets 
were reportedly made pos-
sible by the “full function-
ing” of a fibre optic cable 
laid between Cuba and Ven-
ezuela.

The government-con-
trolled press reported on 
a communications minis-
try resolution Tuesday that 
said one hour online in the 
new outlets would cost the 
equivalent of 4.50 dollars, 
payable in 4.50 CUCs or 
convertible pesos, to which 
only a small part of the 
Cuban population of 11.2 
million has access.

That amount is equiva-
lent to 108 Cuban pesos, the 
currency earned by most 
Cubans. “I cannot possi-
bly afford that on my pen-
sion of 270 pesos a month,” 
retired journalist and uni-
versity professor Enrique 
López Oliva told IPS.

Readers of the news-
paper Juventud Rebelde, 
which expanded on the 
information, had similar 
complaints. “It looks like 
whoever set these prices 
lives in another country 

or earns a salary wholly 
in CUCs,” commented one 
reader who identified him-
self as J. Pérez.

But the price for surf-
ing the domestic Intranet 
will be 0.60 CUCs (14.40 
pesos) an hour. And access 
to the international email 
service will cost 1.50 CUCs 
(36 pesos) an hour.

Internet, Intranet and 
email services in Cuba are 
provided by the state-owned 
telecoms company ETEC-
SA, which has a monopoly 
over the informatics and 
communications sector.

The official resolution 
specifies that clients can-
not use Internet services 
to carry out actions harm-
ful to “public security, the 
economy, independence 
and national sovereignty” – 
a warning apparently aimed 
at dissident groups, which 
the government considers 
“mercenaries in the pay” of 
a hostile foreign power, the 
United States.

Juventud Rebelde wrote 
that the expansion of con-
nectivity was in line with 
the Cuban strategy of facili-
tating growing access to 

new technologies, depend-
ing on the availability of 
funds and resources, and 
based on an approach that 
puts a priority on the social 
good.

It added that the new 
cyber salons were made 
possible by the underwater 
fibre optic cable running 
from Guaira in northern 
Venezuela to Siboney in 
eastern Cuba, which per-
mits the high-quality, high-
speed and stable transmis-
sion of a large amount of 
information.

The international Informatica 2013 Fair, held in Havana March 19-22, 2013. 
 IPS/Jorge Luis Baos

Cuba to open Internet outlets 

Kenton Kirby for Guyana’s award

Queens Library 
budget cuts 

affect minorities

Rochdale Friends with Queens Library honoree Em-
ily Banks (far right)  request funding from Assembly 
member Vivian Cook in her Albany, New York of-
fi ce. Photo courtesy of Laura Andrews

Continued on Page 32
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investigation closely with 
government supporters 
hoping that the emails are 
phony while those who 
support Rowley’s People’s 
National Movement (PNM) 
are praying they are indeed 
authentic.

Unveiled to a stunned 
parliament, some of the 
exchanges involving the 
prime minister, Attorney 
General Anand Ramlogan, 
National Security Advisor 
Gary Griffith and others in 
the intelligence community 
appear to show a discussion 
about bugging the office 
of Chief Prosecutor Roger 
Gaspard because officials 
wanted to know “his next 
move” and even offering 
him a plum position as a 
high court judge to get him 
away from the constitution-
ally protected office so more 
government influence could 
be exerted on it.

Another one talked about 
the consternation officials 
had over the brilliance of 

newspaper reporter Deneyse 
Renne who was widely cred-
ited with breaking a story 
showing a government 
plot to help two governing 
party financiers walk free 
by amending the law to give 
the state and judges the 
power to dismiss a case if it 
had not been concluded in 
10 years.

In the case of financiers 
Ish Galbaransingh and 
Steve Ferguson, theirs have 
been languishing for more 
than a decade and they 
were the first two to apply 
for redress after parliament 
had approved the amend-
ment.

But as investigations 
heat up, Griffith has 
already announced that he 
had turned over his hand-
set and computer to inves-
tigators, while AG Ramlo-
gan is yet to do so. Both say 
they have nothing to hide 
or fear.

Rowley for his part 
remains confident that 
his whistle blower fed him 

accurate information that 
government has already dis-
missed as fake and designed 
to hurt its chances at elec-
tions due in 2015.

Two other ministers, 
Suruj Rambachan of public 
works and Roodal Moonilal 
of housing have also been 
asked to surrender their 
equipment as well. Along 
with the AG, these two have 
been accused of being in a 
Hindu-led “cabal” that con-
trols the daily operations 
of government along with 
the prime minister. Fired 
ministers Jack Warner and 
Hubert Volney have so 
named and accused them, 
charges they deny.

Probe widens in T&T 
government plot

Continued from cover

Lissage fears that death is 
imminent for these chil-
dren if Haitian authorities 
and humanitarian workers 
don’t do more to stem the 
hunger problems.

“They will be count-
ing bodies,” Lissage said, 
“because malnutrition is 
ravaging children, young-
sters and babies.”

Three years after an 
earthquake killed hun-
dreds of thousands and the 
U.S. promised that Haiti 
would “build back better,” 
hunger is worse than ever. 
Despite billions of dollars 
from around the world 
pledged toward rebuilding 
efforts, the country’s food 
problems underscore just 
how vulnerable its 10 mil-
lion people remain.

In 1997 some 1.2 mil-
lion Haitians didn’t have 
enough food to eat. A dec-
ade later the number had 
more than doubled. Today, 
that figure is 6.7 million, 
or a staggering 67 percent 
of the population that goes 
without food some days, 
can’t afford a balanced 

diet or has limited access 
to food, according to sur-
veys by the government’s 
National Coordination of 
Food Security. As many as 
1.5 million of those face 
malnutrition and other 
hunger-related problems.

“This is scandalous. 
This should not be,” said 
Claude Beauboeuf, a Hai-
tian economist and some-
time consultant to relief 
groups. “But I’m not sur-
prised, because some of 
the people in the slums eat 

once every two days.”
Much of the crisis stems 

from too little rain, and 
then too much. A drought 
last year destroyed key 
crops, followed by flooding 
caused by the outer bands 
of Tropical Storm Isaac 
and Hurricane Sandy.

Haiti has had similarly 
destructive storms over 
the past decade, and sci-
entists say they expect to 
see more as global climate 
change provokes severe 
weather systems.

Millions of Haitians starve
Continued from cover

Prime Minister Kamla Per-
sad-Bissessar.  

AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos

2013 PASTOR 
APPRECIATION SERVICES
Celebrating 10 years at the Church of God 

of East Flatbush and Community

JUNE 26-30, 2013

Wed. 6/26 - 7:30 pm
Fri. 6/28 - 7:30 pm

Sun. 6/30  - 8 am
11 am & 6pm

10Year Anniversary Celebration

Banquet
Featuring: International Recording Artist

MAURETTE BROWN CLARK

Thursday, June 27th, 2013 at 7pm

Jazz Music, Community leaders and much more

Russo’s on the Bay
162-45 Cross Bay Boulevard
Howard Beach, NY 11414
Cost: $150 per person

Bishop Dr. R. C. Hugh &
Pastor Diana Nelson

In this May 28; 2013 photo; an eight-year-old mal-
nourished Duverlus Glavionex is bathed by his grand-
mother in Kenscoff; Haiti. Some families have asked 
relatives to take care of their children; or handed 
them over to orphanages for one less mouth to feed; 
humanitarian workers say. AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery
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HAVANA (AP) — Cuba’s 
Raul Castro marked his 
82nd birthday on Monday, 
June 3 in another reminder 
that time is running out for 
the aging generation that 
has led the country since 
the 1959 revolution.

Castro has been in power 
since a life-threatening 
intestinal disease forced his 
brother Fidel to step aside 
in 2006. Since then he has 
embarked on a program 
of social and economic 
reforms, while vowing that 
Cuba will remain socialist.

“Raul has done much of 
what I hoped he would,” said 
Roberto Roman, a 54-year-
old resident of the capital. 
“I agree with what he said 
about this being his last 
term. ... Raul should finish 
what he started.”

Earlier this year Castro 
announced that his current 
presidential term, which 
ends in 2018, will be his 
last, for the first time since 

the 1959 revolution naming 
a date beyond which Cuba 
will not be led by him or his 
brother.

In a sign of the inevita-

ble generational leadership 
change, Castro named as 
his new vice president and 
heir-apparent Miguel Diaz-
Canel, who at 53 is relative-
ly young compared to the 
octogenarians who occupy 
many top positions.

Castro’s reforms have 
been gradually taking 
effect especially since 2010, 
including the legalization of 
many non-government jobs 
and private businesses, the 
private cultivation of fallow 
state land, the relaxation 
of limitations on overseas 
travel, and the legitimiza-
tion of used car and real 
estate markets.

His critics, however, say 
change has been slow to 
come and lament the lack of 
political reform like multi-
party elections.

Castro’s birthday was 
not mentioned in state-
run newspapers and no 
public celebrations were 
announced.

In this Jan. 25, 2013 fi le 
photo, Cuba’s President 
Raul Castro smiles after 
arriving at the Arturo Me-
rino Benitez International 
Airport in Santiago, Chile, 
to attend the CELAC-EU 
economic summit. On 
Monday, June 3, 2013, 
Castro turned 82-years-
old.  AP Photo/Luis Hidalgo, fi le

Cuban leader turns 82 
with heir-apparent on deck
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ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 6/14 & 6/15/2013. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. “Our lowest prices” refers to Macy’s summer season from May 1-July 31, 2013.
Prices may be lowered as part of a clearance.  

SHOP 8AM-10PM FRIDAY & 8AM-11PM SATURDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE
VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES  FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

WOW! $1O OFF
ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL AND SELECT HOME ITEMS 

YOUR PURCHASE OF 
$25 OR MORE. VALID 
6/14/13 ’TIL 1PM OR 
6/15/13 ’TIL 1PM. LIMIT 
ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

VALID FRI ’TIL 1PM OR SAT ’TIL 1PM;   
CANNOT BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, 
electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, athletic shoes for him, her & kids, gift cards, jewelry 
trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, 
services. Exclusions may differ at macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, 
extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated 
as discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the 
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By Desmond Brown
CHARLESTOWN, Nevis, 

May 26 2013 (IPS) - When 
it comes to generating clean 
energy and reducing costs, 
the tiny Caribbean island 
of Nevis considers itself 
the leader within the nine-
member Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS).

But the island of 12,000 
residents is finding it dif-
ficult to convince other 
islands to buy into its 
model.

“In the event of a hurri-
cane approaching, we would 
have the turbines down in a 
couple of hours.” -- Dexter 
Bowrin of WindWatt Nevis 
Limited

In 2010, the 13-kilome-
tre-long island launched the 
first-ever wind farm to be 
commissioned in the OECS, 
with a promise to provide 
local jobs, a reliable sup-
ply of wind energy, cheaper 
electricity and a reduction 
in surcharge and the use of 
imported oils.

“The fossil fuel, the diesel 
that the Nevis Electricity 
Company (NEVLEC) uses, I 
think it’s somewhere in the 
region of about 32-33 cents 
per kilowatt. We are selling 
them power for less than 
half of that so the numbers 
will add up that there must 
be considerable savings to 
the consumer,” Dexter Bow-
rin, director at WindWatt 
Nevis Limited, told IPS.

The WindWatt Wind 
Farm (WindWatt Nevis Lim-
ited), an independent power 
producer, is a joint ven-
ture between Canadian and 
Nevisian firms which com-
menced operations in 2010. 
The company has secured a 
25-year contract with NEV-
LEC, the state-owned elec-
tricity company, to produce 
and sell it power.

It uses eight wind tur-
bines to produce a maxi-
mum capacity of about 2.2 
megawatts, which works 
out to approximately 20 per-
cent of the tiny island’s total 
energy needs.

But in spite of what com-
pany officials say is clearly 
a success story and a desire 
to “expand and set up wind 
farms in other Caribbean 
countries”, Bowrin told IPS 
Nevis’ neighbours are not 
lining up to go the route of 
wind energy.

“We would love to expand 
but that’s not left to us. 
We’ve gone to several of the 
other islands as close as St. 

Kitts, down to St. Lucia and 
St. Vincent trying to sell the 
idea. However, it has not 
been an easy sell,” he said.

“In places like St. Lucia 
there are issues with land 
space. Most of those lands 
are privately owned so these 
are not negotiations for us 
but for the government of 
the country and the land 
owners. We are just bring-
ing the technology.”

He added that there is 
usually a misconception 
that if you set up a wind 
farm, it will be a financial 
windfall, but “it doesn’t real-
ly work like that”.

In neighbouring St. Kitts, 
the larger island of this two-
island Federation, Bowrin 
said even though nothing 
has been done, “there are 
competitors and we haven’t 
been able to establish anoth-
er wind farm.”

While wind energy is not 
catching on that quickly in 
the Caribbean, most coun-
tries in the region have 
either expressed a desire to 
or have invested in solar 
energy.

Earlier this month, the 
Dutch Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM) country of 
Suriname announced that 
it would invest in solar ener-
gy to bring electricity to 
remote communities.

Gunzi, a Maroon village 
in the upper Suriname River 
region, will serve as test site 
for the project.

 Turbines at WindWatt Nevis Limited. IPS/Desmond Brown

Wind power finds a 
toehold in Nevis
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While wind energy 
is not catching on 
that quickly in the 
Caribbean, most 
countries in the 

region have either 
expressed a desire 
to or have invested 

in solar energy.
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By Lisa Maatz
June 10 marks the 50th 

anniversary of the federal legis-
lation that required employers 
to give women and men equal 
pay for equal work. Newsflash: 
It’s not working. This golden 
anniversary is more call for 
action than cause for celebra-
tion because women are still 
waiting for the Equal Pay Act’s 
promise to come true. 

But don’t think we’re wait-
ing patiently—or silently. And 
don’t think you are immune 
from this pernicious problem. 
The gender pay gap exists for 
women in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia.

It exists regardless of wheth-
er states have pay equity laws 
in place that supplement the 
Equal Pay Act, although sev-
eral states do not have any spe-
cific pay equity law whatsoever. 
Unbelievably, Wisconsin actu-
ally just repealed its equal pay 
law.

And the pay gap exists in 
states where governors are 

doing excellent work on equal 
pay: Gov. Peter Shumlin in Ver-
mont recently signed stronger 
equal pay legislation into law, 
and Gov. Neil Abercrombie of 

Hawaii and Gov. Mark Dayton 
of Minnesota issued Equal Pay 
Day proclamations this year. 

But until the pay gap goes the 
way of the dodo bird, every state 
has more to do. That means 
your governor owes women 
and families an Equal Pay Act 
anniversary “present.” And the 
American Association of Uni-
versity Women has the perfect 
idea for a gift.

President Barack Obama 
recently ordered federal agen-

cies to develop plans to address 
pay discrepancies among 
employees in the federal work-
force, including evaluating poli-
cies for setting starting salaries 
and looking at how to promote 
greater transparency in starting 
salaries. Your governor could—
and should—order state agen-
cies to evaluate and take action 
on their pay practices as well. 

Your governor should do this 
because equal pay is everyone’s 
business. Families and commu-
nities are economically strong-
er when there is fair pay. Every 
day women nationwide work 
just as hard only to receive 
less. On average, women make 
77 cents to a man’s dollar, and 
that number is much worse 
for moms and women of color. 
The gender pay gap starts right 
after college and compounds 
over a woman’s career. Even 
after accounting for all the fac-
tors that affect earnings, AAUW 
found that women just one 
year out of college are still paid 

By Sean Moulton and Sofia 
Plagakis, Center for Effective 
Government

Federal investigators from 
the U.S. Chemical Safety Board 
and other agencies are still sift-
ing through the debris in West, 
Texas to determine why a fire in 
a fertilizer plant ignited an explo-
sion of ammonium nitrate that 
killed at least 14 people, injured 
more than 200, and destroyed 
two schools, a nursing home, 
and dozens of homes.

The destruction and loss of 
life could have been worse. Two 
anhydrous ammonia tanks at 
the site survived the explosion. 
Anhydrous ammonia is a gas 
used as an industrial refriger-
ant and fertilizer and if heated, 
it can explode. If the tanks were 
punctured, a toxic cloud of gas 
would have been released, caus-
ing burning of the eyes, nose, 
and throat and, in high enough 
concentrations, blindness and 
death. 

It’s still not clear if the emer-
gency personnel who rushed in 
to help knew that large quanti-
ties of dangerous chemicals were 
being stored there. Nor do we 
know how many first respond-
ers or community residents who 
live near the 8,000 facilities in 
all 50 states that currently store 
at least 10,000 pounds of anhy-
drous ammonia are aware of the 
risks they will face if an accident 
occurs.

They should know. Anhydrous 
ammonia in this quantity is con-
sidered hazardous enough that 

the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) requires that a 
Risk Management Plan be sub-
mitted to the agency and to local 
emergency staff. The Center for 
Effective Government, where 
we work, created an interactive 
map [www.foreffectivegov.org/
anhydrous-ammonia-map] so 
citizens can see if there are haz-
ards nearby.

The risks are real: between 
1996 and 2011, almost 1,000 
accidents occurred at 678 of the 
facilities storing large quanti-
ties of anhydrous ammonia, and 
133 of those facilities had mul-
tiple accidents. This means that 
nationally, nearly seven percent 
of the facilities storing anhy-
drous ammonia reported acci-
dents that resulted in the deaths 
of 19 people, 1,651 injuries, and 
caused 63,676 people in the facil-
ities and surrounding communi-
ties to be evacuated.

We believe that if information 
about chemical risks were more 
fully shared with residents and 
workers, communities would be 
better protected. Federal over-
sight agencies can and should do 
a better job ensuring that emer-
gency planning information is 
easily available to first respond-
ers and the public, online in 
an easy-to-understand format. 
Despite major advances in elec-
tronic communications, mobile 
applications, and social media, 
emergency planning information 
remains stuck in file cabinets in 
government reading rooms. 
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By Norman “Norm” Dicks and 
Lynn Scarlett

Each year, an estimated two 
million acres of America’s farms, 
ranches, forests, wildlife habitat, 
and other open spaces are frag-
mented into smaller parcels or 
lost to development, according to 
the President’s Annual Econom-
ic Report to Congress. Contin-
ued losses of this open space can 
adversely affect rural economies. 
These losses reduce opportunities 
for hunting, fishing, and other 
outdoor recreation and impact 
wildlife, water, and other resourc-
es. 

The good news is there are ways 
for both landowners and Congress 
to slow down this troubling trend. 

Donating a permanent con-
servation easement (development 
restriction) to a qualified organiza-
tion, such as a land trust, enables 
farmers and ranchers to maintain 
their current operations and con-
serve the natural assets of rural 
America. In return, landowners 
may deduct the value of the ease-
ment from their income taxes. 

This tax incentive is a major 
reason why there now are 1,700 
nonprofit land trusts nationwide 
that protect 47 million acres of 
farms, ranches, forests, wildlife 
habitat, and other open spaces – 
twice as many acres as a decade 
ago and a larger land area than 
the state of Wisconsin, according 
to the 2010 National Land Trust 

Census. 
Despite this remarkable success, 

land trusts increasingly face frivo-
lous six- and seven-figure lawsuits 
from developers seeking to under-
mine these development restric-
tions on land that they directly 
own or manage. Half of the land 
trusts in a 2010 national survey 
reported a legal challenge, and 
one-quarter of those land trusts 
were hindered by financial barri-
ers in pursuing a legal challenge. 
There is no commercial or non-
profit insurance available to cover 
this liability, which far exceeds 
most land trusts’ legal reserve 
funds. The IRS has stated that a 
land trust could lose its tax status 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Edi-
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on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.
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On average, women 
make 77 cents to 

a man’s dollar, and 
that number is much 
worse for moms and 

women of color. 

Loss of open space hurts rural growth

Women still demand equal 
pay for equal work

What you don’t know 
can really hurt you
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By Les Slater
So our gun-violence nightmare 

in America has come to this. Five 
persons wind up dead in Califor-
nia at the hands of some wacko 
wielding an assault rifle, and the 
episode makes the news for a hot 
minute. Following which it gets 
treated as just another day at 
the office. To the delight of the 
National Rifle Association and 
other wing-nuts in the gun-rights 
sector, merely months after all the 
venting over the Newtown horror, 
the population is supposed to have 
by now settled in to where a report 
of five individuals mowed down in 
a shooting spree is to be taken in 
stride.   

In war zones, if the civilian 
population receives word of a bat-
tlefield action that incurred the 
loss of five lives, they are under-
standably allowed the luxury of 
giving thanks that there were 
“only” five fatalities. Where do 
we get off, in this “nation of laws” 
that this country affirms itself to 
be, designating a five-fatality gun 
violence massacre as not horren-
dous enough to command better 
than a fleeting glimpse of national 
attention? For us who live outside 
of the trenchant gun culture sick-

ness, writing off any mass kill-
ing caused by gun violence isn’t 
of course the walk in the park it 
obviously is for inhabitants of that 
other world. It wouldn’t be all that 
egregious if lunacy in the ranks of 
those taking the love of firearms 
to ludicrous extremes were the 
be-all and end-all of it. That it can 
penetrate the political establish-
ment and, as we have seen, create 
havoc there makes the reach of 
this maniacal behavior a continu-
ing cause for alarm on this sober 
side of the fence – a cause worthy 
of stubbornly resisting everything 
pointing the way to giving up in 
frustration.

Senate majority leader Harry 
Reid and other key Senate Dem-
ocrats have promised that the 
juggernaut which overran their 
attempt to get some gun control 
measures passed in April  should 
not be regarded as the last nail 
in the coffin of such legislation. 
We’ll see. Troublingly, NRA types 
seemed to have no problem get-
ting some of those senators to toe 
their line. But for us who see the 
issue of a country awash in guns as 
pretty well cut and dried, some of 
the atmospherics surrounding the 
Senate’s failed effort at institut-

ing gun control measures looked 
to be nothing but a pussyfooting 
exercise, a contrived hindrance to 
taking care of the people’s busi-
ness. To us looking in on the 
political maneuvering, there’s lit-
tle tolerance for the Senate agree-
ing to ground rules that allowed 
for nothing less than a 60-vote 
majority for passage of any of 
those gun control measures. Why 
couldn’t a simple majority suffice? 
Why all the tinkering? Why does 
the Senate so frequently become a 
forum in which important affairs 
of state get bogged down, a proc-
ess in which a few get to subvert 
the will of the many? 

Assorted polling results were 
reporting, back when this gun 
violence issue was Topic A in 
Washington, that there was sup-
port for proposals like expanded 
background checks for firearms 
purchases and a ban on guns fir-
ing more than 10 rounds by an 
overwhelmingly high percent-

age (in the 80s and more) of the 
population. Revealingly, polls also 
reported a majority of NRA mem-
bers supporting those measures. 
In the face of which, 100 mem-
bers not being able to pass those 
measures remains a mind-bog-
gling stain on the conscience of 
the Senate.

Of course, truth be told, when 
the picture takes in the whole 
sweep of Capitol Hill it gets even 
gloomier.  House Speaker John 
Boehner got to emerge from that 
episode without blemish, cun-
ningly refraining from commit-
ting the House to any gun control 
debate, promising instead to look 
at whatever the Senate came up 
with. With the heavy rightward tilt 
in Boehner’s Republican major-
ity caucus, a group shown many 
times to be beyond the speaker’s 
control, it was a pretty good bet 
that the House wouldn’t pass any 
gun control stuff even if the Sen-
ate had done so.

“Outside pressure!” That’s what 
a Senate staffer was quoted iden-
tifying as the necessary ingredi-
ent to force a renewed drive for 
gun control action that would 
hopefully be successful next time 
around – pressure that follows in 

the wake of perhaps another bout 
of gun violence carnage. Clearly, 
what was envisioned wasn’t the 
measly five deaths that the Cali-
fornia incident incurred. No, they 
were seeing something on the 
grand scale of maybe the Virgin-
ia Tech numbers: 30 plus people 
gunned down. How reprehensible 
is that? Folks in the very seat of 
power have become conditioned 
to await, practically beckon the 
onset of gun-driven mayhem, in 
order to earn a fighting chance of 
common sense prevailing even to 
some small degree over the mad-
ness.

The nation of laws has lost its 
way badly on this front. Leading 
the world proudly in so many 
other areas, America must con-
tent itself with occupying a place 
of dishonor where the availabil-
ity of firearms is concerned. A 
full century and more after the 
Wild West became no longer wild, 
there are those who harbor the 
belief that Wild West values and 
attitudes rightly belong in the ver-
sion of civil society that this coun-
try has fashioned for itself. How 
wrong they are! Far from clinging 
to a heroic past, they are indeed 
today’s blight.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Another gun massacre, and it’s no big deal
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almost 7 percent less than 
their male counterparts are 
paid. That’s nearly a year’s 
worth of groceries and 
1,400 tall Starbucks coffees. 
Plus, women vote—and we 
deserve serious action on 
the issues we care about.

Statistics tell us that 
every action available needs 
to be taken, and the Obama 

administration has provid-
ed a step that governors can 
take immediately. I’ll leave 
it up to you as to how you 
ask your governor for your 
“present” —Twitter, Face-
book, e-mail, letter. But no 
matter how you decide to 
do it, I’ll guarantee you one 
thing. Unlike the Equal Pay 
Act, the technology you’ll 
use—even if it’s just a pen 
and paper—was updated in 

the last 50 years.
Technology has changed. 

The workforce has changed. 
But the federal legislation 
designed to ensure women 
are paid equally to men 
hasn’t changed—and it 
isn’t working.

Someday, women will 
celebrate the Equal Pay Act 
anniversary. But we’ll do 
so when we get what we 
were promised: equal pay 
for equal work.

Lisa Maatz is the vice 
president of government 
relations at the American 
Association of University 
Women.

American Forum 6/2013

Victims of wage 
inequality

Continued from page 10 

Greater public engage-
ment in emergency and 
safety planning is also need-
ed. When emergency plans 
are being developed, the 
public needs to be brought 
in to the process – through 
public hearings and news-
paper and e-mail notices. 
Anyone living near a facil-
ity with large quantities of 
dangerous chemicals has 
the right to know about the 
risks these materials pose 
and should be fully apprised 
of evacuation plans in case 
of an emergency.

But the real solution to 
reducing the risks facing 
communities that house 
these 8,000 facilities is 

to require a shift to safer 
chemical alternatives and to 
demand reductions in the 
toxins involved in manufac-
turing processes. A recent 
report of on-the-job deaths 
found that 50,000 workers 
die each year from occupa-
tion-related diseases. This is 
simply unacceptable.

Because there are safer 
alternatives, private compa-
nies will make the change 
– if the public demands 
it. For instance, in 2009, 
Clorox announced plans to 
switch all facilities that used 
chlorine gas to safer alter-
natives. And a movement 
in Michigan to encourage 
farmers to use safer alter-
native chemicals has made 

use of ammonium nitrate 
(which was once commonly 
used in farming in the state) 
“virtually nonexistent.” 
These changes can happen, 
and communities are made 
much safer as a result. 

So go look at our map 
of risky facilities. Call your 
local public officials. Make 
sure your emergency per-
sonnel understand the risks 
associated with particular 
facilities. Know the evacua-
tion plan for your area. And 
demand safer chemicals. 
Let the West, Texas tragedy 
be an alarm bell. It’s time to 
get serious about protecting 
our families and communi-
ties. This is America, and we 
can do better.

Exposure to toxic chemicals
Continued from page 10 
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Rapid Realty, the Brooklyn-
based apartment rental agency in 
New York City, is expanding by 
leaps and bounds. New offices have 
just opened in Boston, New Jersey 
and Long Island, the company re-
cently won a several impressive 
awards, and it also leads the way 
in the number of…company-related 
tattoos sported by employees!

Company founder and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Anthony Lolli, along 
with Chief Operating Officer Carlos 
Angelucci, recently picked up a 2012 
Inc 5000 award (from Inc Magazine), 
celebrating Rapid Realty as one of 
the fastest growing companies in 
the US.

They also won the 2013 Franchise 
Satisfaction Award from Franchise 
Business Review. After surveying 
25,000 franchisees across the coun-
try, Rapid Realty placed in the top 
ten of all franchises in the nation in 
their size category, which happened 
to also be the top ranking real estate 
agencies.

Rapid Realty currently has 56 
franchises around the city, mak-
ing them fairly small for their size 
grouping of 50 – 99 franchises in 
this competition. But they were not 
at all surprised they got this award, 
which emphasizes their extremely 
close relationships with their fran-
chisees. Rather, they were sur-
prised that other, more established 
franchises weren’t ranked higher. 
“We’re a new franchise concept, so 
we’re supposed to be making all the 
mistakes,” says CEO Lolli, who will 
also be featured in the next issue of 
SmartCEO magazine.

His close-knit ties to the fran-
chise owners and their staffs has 
spawned a high degree of loyalty, 
which is expressed by large turn-
outs to Rapid Realty events, such as 
working to refurbish homes in the 
Breukelen Houses in Canarsie, a 
public housing complex with 4,000 
residents (pictured).

COO Angelucci explains the hir-
ing strategy that has led to their 
enthusiastic and loyal group of em-
ployees; “If we like someone and we 
think they’re the right fit as a rental 
agent, we’ll actually pay for their 
real estate licensing course. This 
works because we attract people 
who appreciate our investment in 
them, and they give us a good re-
turn on it. And then, the next step 
is to own your own Rapid Realty 
franchise. Many of our franchisees 
started out as agents with us.”

This investment in employee suc-
cess has paid off for Lolli. Some of 
his top agents and brokers were new 
to the real estate market when they 
started with Rapid Realty. Christine 

Coley is a prime example of this rise 
through company ranks. She is one 
of the company’s veteran employees, 
who has excelled as an agent, bro-
ker, and franchise owner (as well 
as a Caribbean Life contributor!). 
Coley, like many agents at Rapid Re-
alty, “didn’t set out to have a real es-
tate career, I just stumbled into it.” 
However, since this seemingly ran-
dom start to her career, Coley has 
excelled in real estate, and become 
an integral member of Rapid Real-
ty’s development; “I launched a sec-
ond franchise so I have been heavily 
involved in the expansion from day 
one,” she explains. Coley plans on 
continuing to spread Rapid Realty 
nationally, and is currently “talk-
ing with people in other states about 
helping the brand expand outside of 
New York City.”

Coley has become a decorated 
member of the community. in addi-
tion to winning multiple awards for 
her success within Rapid Realty, she 
was recognized by CNG as Woman 
of Distinction last year. She gives 
credit to Rapid Realty’s exceptional 
training for her success in the in-
dustry, saying, “taught me every-
thing!” She explains, “I am now an 
award winning broker and I started 
knowing nothing.I barely knew 
how to get around New York when 

I started; this experience in real es-
tate has really taught me everything 
about New York.”

Lolli made a vow at a young 
age that his struggling single mom 
would one day have a beautiful 
white mansion to live in, and that 
he would make them rich. The Lolli 
Mansion, as it is called, today sits 
proudly in Bay Ridge, complete with 
swimming pool. His story has in-
spired hundreds of local residents to 
reach for the stars and attain their 
own dreams through selling real 
estate and/or owning Rapid Realty 
franchises.

Perhaps the enthusiasm and the 
culture of loyalty that Lolli has gen-
erated can explain the 51 agents who 
have tattooed the Rapid Realty logo 
on their bodies. Lolli seems to have 
found the perfect recipe for success 
with his cinematic rags-to-riches 
rise in business, his willingness to 
help people learn and grow, and the 
friendliness that he and Angelucci 
exude.

They laugh when asked about the 
rash of Rapid Realty tattoos. “I ask 
them ‘Why do you do it?’ and they 
say ‘I love the experience here,’” An-
gelucci says. “People tell me ‘I want 
to show it as a badge of honor, it’ll 
help me close deals. It’ll show my cli-
ents my commitment to real estate 

and to this company.’” Lolli adds, 
“It blows my mind to think that so 
many of our agents are so dedicated 
that they want to show it in such a 
permanent way.” 

This employee loyalty inspired 
by Lolli is evidenced not only 
through these recent company tat-
toos, but also through the admira-
tion expressed by his agents and 
franchisees, who frequently credit 
their success to the close involve-
ment of their CEO.

Former investment banker Neil 
Marriott saw opportunities in the 
real estate market and joined Rapid 
Realty in 2007, and since then has 
purchased his own franchise. He de-
scribes the supportive atmosphere 
of the company as “having people 
who help franchise you and teach 
you” and points to the commitment 
and personal involvement of Lolli; 
“he is a hands-on CEO, at any time, 
even at 1 AM, I can call him and he 
will answer my questions and help 
me with anything.”

Marriot also commented on the 
Caribbean influences within Rapid 
Realty; the company “has a strong 
hold in Brooklyn, which has a 
strong Caribbean population” which 
brings a certain “Caribbean energy 
and feeling to the company. He also 
cites committed Caribbean spirit as 

a source of success for many agents 
and franchise owners; “The reason 
why we do so well is because we are 
hard working group of people.”

Nina Rodriguez, who started out 
as a Rapid Realty agent in 2007, ex-
plains that Lolli’s intuition when it 
comes to his employees is a major 
factor in their high hiring success. 
“Anthony knows what motivates 
each person and is very persuasive. 
He recognized that I had the quali-
ties to succeed in real estate.” Rodri-
guez certainly proved Lolli right. 
She says of her rise within Rapid Re-
alty, “within 3 years of starting as a 
part-time agent, I used that money 
I’d saved to open my first Rapid Re-
alty franchise in 2010.” 

However, at Rapid Realty, the 
success doesn’t stop after franchise 
ownership. “My attitude was, I’m go-
ing show you I can do it. I’m a very 
competitive person,” explains Rodri-
guez. This go-get-it attitude seems to 
be a defining characteristic of Rapid 
employees, one that led Rodriguez 
to expand her Rapid Realty involve-
ment even further. She explains “It 
was hard at beginning but now it 
runs itself. When it got too easy, I 
thought, now I can open a second 
office! Which I did, in Greenpoint. I 
did not know anything about Brook-
lyn when I joined Rapid or anything 
at all about Greenpoint. I learned as 
I went along.”

Rodriguez explains that the close-
ness of the Rapid Realty community 
could be a result of the large number 
of agents and franchise owners from 
the Caribbean. She says; “There is a 
nice family vibe at Rapid. To those 
of us from the islands, family Is im-
portant, and we treat each other like 
family.”

Lolli and Angelucci do not pre-
dict another downturn for the hous-
ing economy. Lolli notes the census 
bureau reported that more people 
stayed in New York in 2012 than 
moved out, for the first time in 50 
years, so the demand for apartments 
will continue to grow.

Rapid Realty started up three 
more innovative customer and land-
lord services this spring. They now 
offer renters insurance through 
a provider called Suite Protector; 
renters can also sign up for phone, 
internet, TV and utilities right 
through a Rapid Realty office via 
telecommunications and energy 
provider ACN; and landlords can 
get assistance in making their prop-
erties eco-friendly by working with 
Rapid’s new Chief Sustainability Of-
ficer Stephanie Barry.

Next in the works for the com-
pany: their first international of-
fice, perhaps in the Caribbean? Stay 
tuned!

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E

Rapid Realty experiences huge growth in 2013
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or ability to accept further 
donations if it does not have 
sufficient resources to mon-
itor or defend conservation 
easements. 

To protect their invest-
ments in conservation, over 
420 land trusts that pro-
tect more than six million 
acres of land joined with 
the Land Trust Alliance to 
launch their own insurance 
risk pool last month with $4 
million in capital funding 
from eight major founda-
tions. Thanks to this insur-
ance risk pool, Terrafirma 
Risk Retention Group LLC, 
which covers 75 percent of 
the over 8 million acres con-
served by land trusts that 
cannot afford to self-insure 
themselves individually, 
land trusts can now assure 
their communities, donors, 
the IRS, other regulators, 
and legislators that they 
have the financial capacity 
to sustain their conserved 
lands in perpetuity. 

But if we want to slow 

down the fragmentation 
or development of farms, 
ranches, forests, wildlife 
habitat, and other open 
spaces, Congress must 
make permanent a tempo-
rary 2006 law that increased 
tax incentives to conserve 
land. 

Since its passage, this 
temporary law has encour-
aged additional conser-
vation easements by rais-
ing the maximum annual 
deduction a landowner can 
take for the donation of a 
conservation easement and 
extends the period to claim 
the deduction after the time 
of the donation from 5 to 
15 years. 

In the last Congress, 28 
senators from both parties 
co-sponsored a bill to make 
this tax incentive perma-
nent, including the Chair-
man of the Senate commit-
tee with jurisdiction over 
the legislation: Max Bau-
cus (D-Mont.). More than 
310 members of the House 
co-sponsored a similar bill, 

including majorities of 
both parties and the lead-
ers of the House committee 
with jurisdiction over the 
legislation: Ways & Means 
Committee Chairman Dave 
Camp (R-Mich.) and Rank-
ing Member Sander Levin 
(D-Mich.). 

However, Congress 
recessed for the election 
before taking action on the 
bills, so they expired. In 
March, Baucus was joined 
by Finance Committee 
Ranking Republican Orrin 
Hatch (R-Utah) in reintro-
ducing the tax incentive bill, 
The Rural Heritage Conser-
vation Extension Act of 2013 
(S. 526). Congressmen Jim 
Gerlach (R-Pa.) and Mike 
Thompson (D-Calif.) are 
seeking cosponsors to intro-
duce similar legislation in 
the House. 

Passage of a tax incen-
tive bill would help save 
open spaces that otherwise 
could disappear. 

Making this expanded 
tax incentive permanent 
would further bolster land 
conservation and sustain 
working lands, helping to 
keep landowners on their 
property and achieve a 
broad range of conserva-
tion outcomes.

Increased incentives 
to conserve land

Continued from page 10 

By Gertrude Onuoha Esq
A foreign national who 

is married to a U.S. citizen 
is eligible to apply immedi-
ately for Permanent Resi-
dency (Green Card). The 
processing time is reason-
ably fast because the appli-
cation is processed under 
the immediate relative cat-
egory and visas are readily 
available without delay. 

The marriage must be 
a “good faith” marriage. 
It must be a genuine mar-
riage. The marriage must 
not be entered into by the 
parties solely for the pur-
pose of falsely acquiring 
immigration benefits. It is 
the responsibility of the 
Petitioner to prove that the 
marriage is a good faith 
marriage. This is where 
many petitioners make 
mistakes. They wrongly 
assume that because their 
marriage is a good faith 
marriage, they do not need 
to show proof. The immi-
gration officers (although 
well trained to detect 
“sham marriages”) have 
no crystal ball that shows 

them good or bad faith 
marriage. They adjudi-
cate based on the evidence 
provided at the time the 
petition is submitted and 
at the interview. Unfortu-
nately, some applications 
based on genuine mar-
riages have been denied 
because the evidence was 
not properly put together. 

The following docu-
ments will be needed to 
show proof of a good faith 
marriage:  

Photographs of the 
couple together and with 
friends and family at vari-
ous occasions and events; 
Evidence that both spous-
es have named the other 
as beneficiary in any life 
insurance policies; evi-
dence of joint health or 
vehicle insurance; Evi-
dence that the couple co-
mingle their assets, such 
as joint bank account 
statements, joint credit 
card bills; copies of mails 
addressed to the couple at 
their marital residence. 

Any previous criminal 
or immigration violations 

by the foreign nation-
al may be problematic; 
but the foreign national 
may be able to apply for 
waiver(s) to waive those 
grounds of inadmissibil-
ity. If there are crimi-
nal issues, I would rec-
ommend that you see an 
immigration attorney 
prior to filing. If the for-
eign national is in the 
United States, they can 
file for Adjustment of Sta-
tus concurrently and also 
request work authoriza-
tion while the application 
is being processed. If the 
application is approved, 
the foreign national will 
be issued the Permanent 
Resident Card. You will 
become eligible to file for 
citizenship after three 
years of having the Green 
card and being married to 
a U.S. citizen. 

The content of this 
write up is intended for 
general information pur-
poses only, and is not 
legal advice. Gertrude 
Onuoha Esq., at 575 Lex-
ington Avenue, NY, NY .

A road to the Green Card

743 CHURCH AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11218 (corner of East 7 St) | 718.871.5152
1594 FLATBUSH AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11210 (corner of Ave H) | 718.434.0539

visit us www.flatbushoptical.com

FREE
fl ex frame with 

purchase of lenses.
*Restrictions Apply*

Buy 1 Pair 
of Glasses 

GET 1 FREE
      *Restrictions Apply*

FREE TRANSITIONS 
LENSES WITH 
PURCHASE OF 

DESIGNER FRAME
*Restrictions Apply*

All major credit cards accepted!
Most insurances, union and discount plans accepted! No interest payment plans with Care Credit. 

BUSINESS HOURS
Mon to Fri 10AM-6PM | Sat 10AM-4:30PM

Flatbush Optical Grand Opening
–NEW LOCATION 
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Open auditions are being held now for Brooklyn Youth Chorus 
Academy’s Fall 2013 season!

Auditioning children grades 2-11at Cobble Hill and Bedford-Stuyvesant 
locations (Bed-Stuy location for younger divisions only).
Voice Training / Music Reading / World-class Performances

Follow us on Twitter @BYChorus
Like us at facebook.com/BrooklynYouthChorus

Auditions for all ages
Join the Grammy® Award winning
Brooklyn Youth Chorus Academy

To schedule an audition,
please call (718) 243-9447 ext 221 
or go to BYCA.org

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568
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St. Lucia
St. Lucia’s Prime Minister Kenny Antho-

ny described Cuba as a special friend upon 
his arrival in Havana on Monday for an offi-
cial visit. 

After arriving at 
Havana’s Jose Marti Inter-
national airport, where he 
was welcomed by deputy 
foreign minister Rogelio Sierra, Anthony 
said he is very grateful to the Cuban govern-
ment and people, who have always stood by 
St Lucia in difficult times.

Anthony recalled that his small island 
nation has closely collaborated with Havana 
in regional projects, such as the Communi-
ty of Latin American and Caribbean States 
(CELAC). 

He described as a decisive the Cuban 
assistance in educating St Lucian profes-
sionals in the areas of medicine and engi-
neering as well as to the services given by 
Cuban specialists in his country. 

Anthony said that Caribbean islands are 
currently going through a very difficult 
economic situation, which he called “the 
most severe crisis we’ve ever faced since 
independence.” 

He said he was eager to exchange views 
with Cuban authorities on this reality 
and on what he called “the new economic 
dynamics of the world.” 

The St. Lucian prime minister said that 

every time he comes to Cuba he feels he is 
in his second home, a second family, and a 
very special family, he stressed.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago has been accepted 

by the United States to the accession to the 
1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects 
on International Child Abduction.

The announcement was one of sever-
al made recently following talks between 
Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar and 
US Vice President Joe Biden at the Diplo-
matic Centre, St. Ann’s. 

The accession, which 
makes T & T the 69th to be 
accepted by the US, would 
have happened sooner as 
the US expressed interest 
in partnering with Trinidad and Tobago. 
However, discussions only began in Novem-
ber 2011 when the head of the central 
authority was appointed. 

According to the International Child 
Abduction Act, 2008, a central authority 
known as the Civil Child Abduction Author-
ity, was established in the Ministry of the 
Attorney General to deal with all matters 
relating to the civil aspects of international 
child abduction between Trinidad and Toba-
go and other countries 

Under this authority to date, Trinidad 
and Tobago has partnered with 48 member 
states. 

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI
P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service
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For more information contact: Mr Noel Francis, Event Coordinator: (646) 276-3624
The Hope Center:( 718) 385-7305 
Register Online: www.hopecenterdevelopment.org

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

(StatePoint) These days, 
it can be an uphill battle 
for small business owners. 
Even with all the makings 
of success -- a great prod-
uct or service, the right 
location, good equipment 
and a loyal staff -- gaining 
customers in today’s world 
spells new technical chal-
lenges and new costs.

Get Online
Small businesses always 

have and always will be 
tasked with gaining rec-
ognition and standing out 
from the competition. But 
with everyone’s eyes forever 
on their gadgets and smart-
phones, a simple billboard 
won’t cut it anymore.

American small business 
owners are showing up on 
the Internet in droves to 
market themselves, accord-
ing to a recent report from 
online business community 
Manta. Because the com-
petition is already there, 
building a website and par-
ticipating in social media 
via Facebook, Twitter, Pin-
terest and other social 
media tools is crucial. But 
an Internet presence is just 
the first step.

Maximize the Effort
From creating web text 

and social media activity to 
the development of inter-
active graphics, audio and 

video, turning your web-
site visitors into true cus-
tomers and sales requires 
expertise.  Whether you 
are hiring a qualified tech 
specialist to work for you 
full-time or outsourcing 
your efforts to an agency 
or freelancer, maximizing 
your online presence is an 
expenditure for which you 

may not have accounted for 
when you first drew up your 
business plan.

It’s all about spending 
the time and money to 
design an easy-to-use web-
site and to continually com-
municate new information 
via social media. Once you 
start a dialogue with your 
customers via Facebook or 

Twitter, you need to keep it 
up. You can’t start and stop, 
and use social media spo-
radically. Online market-
ing needs to be a continual 
process, say experts.

New Expenditures
While the economy may 

be taking a turn for the 
better, traditional lend-

ers have not made funds 
more easily accessible. As a 
result, direct access to capi-
tal remains tight for many 
small business owners, 
making it harder to fund 
the marketing projects nec-
essary for survival.

Experts say that explor-
ing your options is critical 
to avoid going dark.

“Alternative financing 
rescues many small busi-
nesses facing tough times 
because these options are 
often easier to qualify for 
than their conventional 
counterparts,” says Stephen 
Sheinbaum, CEO of Mer-
chant Cash and Capital, an 
organization that provides 
funding to small business-
es.

If you’re short on capi-
tal, consider an alternative 
with more relaxed restric-
tions on credit history and 
fewer paperwork require-
ments. For example, a Mer-
chant Cash Advance (MCA) 
is gaining popularity as a 
financing option. MCAs have 
no collateral requirements 
and are extraordinarily flex-
ible because borrowers don’t 
have to spell out what the 
money is being used for and 
repayment can be based off 
credit card sales, monthly 
gross revenue or through 
several other measure-
ments.

More information about 
alternative financing can 
be found at www.Merchant-
CashAndCapital.com.

Small business owners 
can look to their forebears 
for guidance in many ways. 
But when it comes to over-
coming today’s new techni-
cal and financial challenges, 
the successful entrepreneurs 
will be the trail blazers.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Small business owners should budget for and maximize their online presence.   (c) MangoStock - Fotolia.com

Tips for small businesses facing today’s challenges
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Summer is a time for enjoy-
ing warm weather, but spending 
time outside also increases the 
risk of contracting serious condi-
tions like Lyme disease, poison 
ivy rashes, West Nile virus and 
allergic reactions to bee stings.

That’s why it’s important to 
take precautions to protect your 
health, said David Rosenstreich, 
M.D., director of the Allergy and 
Immunology Division at Mon-
tefiore Medical Center. “Dur-
ing summer we see an influx of 
patients with all sorts of medical 
conditions that could have been 
avoided with simple steps,” he 
said.

Lyme disease
Lyme disease is caused by bites 

from very small blacklegged ticks 
that are infected with the bacte-
rium Borrelia burgdorferi.  More 
than 90 percent of cases are con-
fined to just 10 states, with the 
highest incidences reported in 
New York, Connecticut, Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, Wisconsin, 
Rhode Island, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, Minnesota and Dela-
ware. 

The risk of Lyme disease 
increases with exposure to wood-

ed, brushy, or overgrown grassy 
areas where ticks thrive. Chil-
dren between the ages of 5 and 9 
and adults 45-54 years of age are 
most affected. The best way to 
deter ticks is to wear long pants 
and long sleeves, use insect repel-
lent and remove ticks promptly.

Typical symptoms include 
fever, headache, fatigue and a 
telltale bulls-eye skin rash. Most 
cases of Lyme disease can be 
treated successfully with a few 
weeks of antibiotics, but with-
out treatment the infection can 
spread to joints, the heart and 
the nervous system, leading to 
severe joint pain and swelling. 
Up to five percent of untreated 
patients develop chronic neuro-
logical complaints – shooting 
pains, numbness in hands or feet 
and short-term memory prob-
lems -- months to years after 
infection.

West Nile Virus
West Nile virus is spread by 

infected mosquitos and can be 
deadly for both humans and ani-

mals. Last year, more than 5,600  
cases – including 286 deaths --  
were reported across the nation.

Mosquitoes become infected 
when they feed on infected birds. 
Most mosquitoes are active at 
dusk and dawn so use insect 
repellent and wear long sleeves 
and pants during peak hours.  
When indoors, make sure win-
dows and doors have screens, and 
get rid of mosquito breeding sites 
by emptying standing water from 
flower pots, buckets, pet dishes 
and children’s wading pools.

Approximately 80 percent of 
people infected with WNV do not 
have symptoms, and they improve 
without treatment. The remain-
ing 20 percent may experience 
fever, headache and body aches, 
nausea, vomiting and sometimes 
swollen lymph glands or a skin 
rash on the chest, stomach and 
back. Symptoms can last for a few 
days to several weeks. About one 
in 150 people infected with WNV 
will develop severe illness and 
usually require hospitalization.

Insect stings
Anyone stung by a bee, wasp or 

hornet should wash the site with 
soap and water and try to remove 

the sting-
er. People 
who have 
had severe allergic reactions to 
insect bites or stings should 
consider carrying an epine-
phrine auto injector (Epi-
Pen). Some people who 
are allergic can receive a 
series of allergy desen-
sitization injections to 
prevent severe reac-
tions in advance of 
any sting..

“People should avoid looking 
or smelling like a flower,” said 
Dr. Rosenstreich. “Do not wear 
brightly colored clothing or flow-
ery prints and avoid wearing per-
fumes or other scents that may 
attract stinging insects.” It is 
also important, if possible, to 
wear pants, long-sleeved shirts, 
close-toed shoes and socks when 
working outdoors. In addition, 
check food and drinks, particu-
larly open cans of soda, since 
yellow-jackets and other stinging 
insects are attracted to sugar.

Poisonous plants
Poison ivy, poison oak and poi-

son sumac are poisonous plants 
common in most states.  They are 

f o u n d 
in for-
ests, fields, 

wetlands and along 
streams, road sides and 
even in urban environ-

ments such as parks and 
backyards. The leaves of 

these plants release an oil that 
triggers an allergic skin reac-
tion – usually an itchy red rash 
with bumps or blisters. Over-
the-counter topical medica-
tions relieve symptoms for most 
people, but immediate medical 
attention may be required for 
severe reactions. These individu-
als most often require treatment 
with oral corticosteroids.

“Nothing can take the fun out 
of a summer day faster than a 
nasty bug bite or sting,” said Dr. 
Rosenstreich. “With a little plan-
ning and caution, everyone can 
have a fun and safe summer.”

HEALTH

Taking the sting out of Summer

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 

UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 

HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 

BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 

AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 

Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 

Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 

Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 

Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 

No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

718-996-5600
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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(StatePoint) One of the custom-
ary perks of getting older is growing 
a little wiser along the way.  You’ve 
most likely come to appreciate your 
“thicker skin” when dealing with 
life’s sticky situations. However, 
when you look in the mirror, all you 
seem to see is thinning skin -- your 
epidermis that is, not your ego. 

The good news is there are steps 
you can take to help maintain your 
skin’s firmness and elasticity and 
improve its appearance.

Eat Right
Avoid eating too many high-

ly processed carbohydrates and 
unhealthy fats, as research suggests 
that these foods can promote skin 
aging, according to the Mayo Clin-
ic. Your skin, which is a reflection 
of your wellness, benefits from a 
healthful diet. Opt for fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, low-fat dairy 
and protein from lean meat. These 
choices will provide you with a vari-
ety of nutrients for your skin and 
overall health. 

Rejuvenate
Does your skin bruise easily? 

Unfortunately, this is a common 
problem that can cause you to feel 

insecure about exposing your skin. 
With the use of certain topical 
treatments, you can help repair and 
maintain elasticity that may have 
been lost due to medication, UV 
damage, genetics or simply getting 
older.

For example, DerMend Mois-
turizing Bruise Formula can help 
improve skin texture, as well as 
maintain collagen and elastin pro-
duction. DerMend Moisturizing 
Bruise Formula can help to boost 
moisture and suppleness, and help 
lessen the appearance of skin dis-
coloration. The formula is non-irri-
tating, fragrance-free and rich in 
skin penetrating ingredients, such 
as ceramides, retinol, arnica oil and 
glycolic acid. Best of all, this formu-
la absorbs easily into skin and won’t 
stain clothing. DerMend, which is 
available online and at select CVS 
stores, is a great step to work into 
your daily morning and evening 
skin care routine.

Protect Yourself
Too much exposure to the sun 

and the ultraviolet radiation that 
comes with it, are contribut-
ing factors to sunburn, prema-
ture aging and even skin cancer, 
according to the Environmental 

Protection Agency. Their SunWise 
health education program advises 
everyone to wear sunscreen every 
day, even on cloudy days, and 
to protect skin with hats, long 

sleeves and sunglasses.
Don’t let time reflect itself 

poorly in your skin. With vigi-
lance, you can protect your skin 
and improve its appearance.

HEALTH

Take steps to help maintain your skin’s fi rmness and elasticity and improve its appearance while get-
ting older. 

How to have great-looking skin at any age

My daughter’s charter school doesn’t ask if she’s 
going to college, but which college she’s going to.

Learn more about charter schools at: 
what.arecharterschools.com

“Which 
college 
are you 
going to?”
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By Nelson A. King 
The dreary weather 

did not prevent hundreds 
of Caribbean and other 
nationals from attending 
State University of New York 
(SUNY) Downstate Medical 
Center’s University Hospital 
of Brooklyn’s 27th annual 
community health fair at its 
Central Brooklyn location 
in East Flatbush.

The fair, held on May 
18, was in recognition of 
National Hospital Week, 
whose theme this year is “A 
Guiding Light for Changing 
Times.”

It featured free health 
information and screenings 
– blood pressure, diabetes, 
cholesterol, prostate, breast 
exam, Pap test, colon can-
cer test, hearing test, stroke 
screening, HIV testing, 
height and weight meas-
urements, and more – as 
well as free refreshments, 
giveaways and raffle gifts. 

There was also entertain-
ment for people of all ages, 
including face painting, tap 
dancers, clowns, a DJ, pony 
rides, and fitness and exer-

cise demonstrations.
The Brooklyn-based Ses-

ame Flyers steel orchestra 
also banged out the latest 
Caribbean soca, calypso 
and reggae hits under rainy 
conditions.

“Every year, I come here,” 

said Trinidadian Angela 
Fisher, gyrating to soca 
vibes from a DJ. “I live right 
in the corner (at Linden 
Boulevard and 39th Street). 
I enjoy myself, of course.”

Registered Nurses Bren-
da Joseph, Juliette Lowe 

and Lashon Pitter, who hail 
from Grenada, Barbados 
and Jamaica, respectively, 
said they were promoting 
teenage health.

“This annual health fair, 
conducted by our hospi-
tal, is a wonderful event,” 

Joseph, an assistant direc-
tor of nursing, told Carib-
bean Life in an exclusive 
interview. “Free screening 
and lots of health informa-
tion are shared with our 
community members.”

Lowe praised Down-
state for bringing health 
awareness to the commu-
nity, stating that it does it 
“well.”

“This community has 
many healthcare needs, 
and the hospital is making 
every effort to meet these 
needs,” she said.

Pitter said it was imper-
ative that the community 
take advantage of the free 
services that the hospital 
offers annually.

“Many people without 
(health) insurance, due to 
job loss and/or low income, 
should take part in these 
fairs to get information 
and free service to prevent 
frequent use of emergen-
cy rooms that are already 
overcrowded,” she urged.     

Staff Assistant Trinida-
dian Glenda Anderson, who 
opened the fair by singing 

the US national anthem, 
agreed about the impor-
tance of attending health 
fairs and taking advantage 
of free services.

“I believe that health fair 
is very essential to the com-
munity, especially at this 
time when we are not sure 
of what will become of our 
hospital,” she said. 

“The support of the hos-
pital is vital,” she added. 
“So, having them come out 
and participate in all the 
services we offer is always 
a blessing. And it helps our 
health professionals to show 
that we are committed to 
the health and welfare of 
the community.”

  Maria Yomtov, director 
of SUNY Downstate’s Cent-
er for Community Health 
Promotion and Wellness, 
which organized the event, 
said the health fair was a 
“celebration of our hospi-
tal’s history, its advancing 
technology and the dedicat-
ed healthcare professionals 
who make it the best place 
to come and receive excel-
lent care.”

Woman on Steel -- Ashley Dunlap, who will attend SUNY Cortland in the Fall, plan-
ning on major in Secondary Education, on bass drums. Photo by Nelson A. King

Hundreds attend Downstate’s annual health fair

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and 
annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the 
use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next 
dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority is to eliminate 
your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly believe that it is 
most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology performed at one clinic. We will 
design your case, perform the surgery, insert your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole 
process smooth, painless and affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to 
eliminate unnecessary extractions.  We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED PROVIDER given to us 
by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

WE PAWN CASH LOANS

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose, 
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U 
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N 
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St. 
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St. 
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

2486 Coney 
Island Ave. 

Corner of Avenue V
DCA#1383520

STORE HOURS:

216-17 Merrick Blvd. 
Springfi eld Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY

WE BUY 
PAWN 

TICKETS 

SCHOOL PAYMENTS? 
GRAD PARTIES?

SELL $250-$499
GET EXTRA $2500

SELL $500-$999
GET EXTRA $5000

SELL $1000 PLUS
GET 10% EXTRA

NO OTHER GOLD BUYERS IN NY WILL GIVE YOU A LARGER PAY OUT 

GUARANTEED!
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Sitting around all summer 

would’ve been so wrong.
And that’s why you found a 

job that year between classes. 
No more parental hand-outs, 
no more wearing clothes 
your mom bought you, no 
more borrowing the car. 
With your own job, you had 
your own money to buy your 
own things, maybe help out 
at home, or sock some away. 
Finding work, yep, was the 
right thing to do.

For then-15-year-old Sheri 
Booker, the savings from her 
very unique job went towards 
college. In her new mem-

oir, “Nine Years Under,” she 
explains why it was a job 
she’d been dying to get.

Fifteen-year-old Sheri 
Booker felt “ignored by 
God.”

She didn’t realize that 
“hospice care was the 
beginning of the end,” so 
when her Great-Great-Aunt 
Mary died of cancer, Booker 
was surprised – and lost. 
Growing up in Northeast 
Baltimore, she had few 
heroes. Aunt Mary was one 
of them, but Booker didn’t 
feel like she had “permis-
sion to mourn.”

She didn’t feel like going 
to church, either, but her 
parents insisted. It was 
there that Booker ran into 

one of the church’s deacons, 
Mr. Albert Wylie, who also 

Book cover of “Nine Years 
Under” by Sheri Booker. 

743 CHURCH AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11218 (corner of East 7 St) | 718.871.5152
1594 FLATBUSH AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11210 (corner of Ave H) | 718.434.0539

visit us www.flatbushoptical.com

FREE
fl ex frame with 

purchase of lenses.
*Restrictions Apply*

Buy 1 Pair 
of Glasses 

GET 1 FREE
      *Restrictions Apply*

FREE TRANSITIONS 
LENSES WITH 
PURCHASE OF 

DESIGNER FRAME
*Restrictions Apply*

All major credit cards accepted!
Most insurances, union and discount plans accepted! No interest payment plans with Care Credit. 

BUSINESS HOURS
Mon to Fri 10AM-6PM | Sat 10AM-4:30PM

Flatbush Optical Grand Opening
–NEW LOCATION 

BOOK REVIEW

Behind closed doors 
at a funeral home

“Nine Years Under” 
by Sheri Booker
c.2013, 
Gotham Books
$26.00 / $27.50 
‘Canada
272 pages

DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECH

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING)

63 Career-Focused 
Degree and Certifi-
cate Programs in 21st 
Century Technologies

718.260.5250
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

 Fall 2013 Freshman and Transfer Direct Admission

APPLY NOW
300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  www.citytech.cuny.eduWHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

Continued on page 32
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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By Tangerine Clarke
The Boca Secondary 

School Alumni Association, 
New Jersey chapter, will 
continue its commitment 
to academic excellence in 
the St. George Grenada 
Boca Secondary School, 
through its fundraising 
programs that have in the 
past raised much needed 
capital to foster education 
programs and extra cur-
ricular activities.

As such, the organization 
has planned a Wine Tasting 
event for Saturday, June 22 
from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. Patrons will enjoy 
wine tasting, a silent auc-
tion, live acoustic music, 
and a complimentary bot-
tle of wine, at Grape Begin-
nings Hands-On Winery, 
located at 151 Industrial 
Way East, Building B, in 
Eatontown, New Jersey.

President Vondra Niles-
Haynes noted that this 
event marks the recog-
nition of the BSSAA, NJ 

Chapter accomplishments 
throughout the years, 
and in preparation for the 
upcoming Boca Secondary 
School 35th Year celebra-
tion and reunion, planned 
for later this year.

Members are commit-
ted to raising awareness 
through fundraising activi-
ties, accomplishments and 
future scope, in an effort to 
give back to Boca Second-
ary School and its commu-
nity, said Niles-Haynes who 
named a scholarship pro-
gram for select graduating 
students who will attend 

the local T.A. Marryshow 
Community College.

In addition, the students 
are provided with school 
supplies and outfitted with 
uniforms and sports equip-
ment. The students are also 
inspired through educa-
tional trips to St. George’s 
University.

A donation of $80.00 
is suggested to attend 
the Wine Tasting Benefit. 
Call Vonda 856-974-0228, 
Meschdia 914-258-7611, 
and Yolande 917-952-1732 
for more information. www.
bocasecondary.com

Housing providers cannot discriminate against families with children under 18 or 

pregnant women. It is unlawful to refuse to rent, renew a lease, or set different 

terms or conditions because of the presence of children. If you witness or experience 

discrimination, contact the New York State Division of Human Rights at 

1-888-392-3644 or WWW.DHR.NY.GOV. 

My little boy 
is my pride and joy...

and the reason my 

landlord refused 
to renew my lease. 

This advertisement was made possible through a partnership between the NYS 

Divison of Human Rights and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

for Human Rights

NEW YORK STATE

DIVISION OF
H U M A N
R I G H T S

The 2012 Boca Secondary School Graduating Class.
 Photo courtesy Boca Secondary School Alumni Association

Grenada school to benefit from 
New Jersey wine tasting event

COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-
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WELCARE DRUG STORE
LET US SHOW YOU how you can cover all your medical hygiene products through you insurance

WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU! 

and call us with your order!

LET US SHOW YOU how you can cover all your medical hygiene products through you insurance
WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU! 

and call us with your order!

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCE: ALL MEDICARE, MEDICAID, HMO’S

AMBULATORY AIDS / HOSPITAL BEDS / AIR GEL MATTRESSES

BATHROOM 
SAFETY /

INCONTENENCE

ORTHOPEDIC SUPPORT / CUSTOM MADE 
ORTHOPEDIC SHOES

Our orthopedic shoes & insoles offer comfort  and support. 

They are available in a variety of styles & materials.

CUSTOM MADE:
 Prosthetics
 Braces

 Orthotics

SLEEP APNEA/
RESPIRATORY CARE/
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

FREE HOME EVALUATION FOR PROSTHETICS, SHOES AND 

BRACES

Contact us at: 800.523.1005

WELCARESUPPLY.COM

COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, & RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

- Se habla español - 

WE REPAIR WHEEL CHAIRS
AND HOSPITAL BEDS

MASTECTOMY 
BRAS AND 
PROSTHESIS 
FREE HOME 
FITTINGS

INCONTINENCE
SUPPLIES
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By Vinette K. Pryce
The music industry was 

rocked by news of the sud-
den death of publicist Diane 
Oliver Taylor on Memorial 
Day.

Insiders who knew him 
said he seemed well on Sun-
day and did not recognize 
anything unusual about his 
manner. However, allegedly, 
Monday he complained about 
not feeling well. Reportedly 
he was rushed to the hospi-
tal after intense pain forced 
him to postpone his regular 
duties.

He died that same day of a 
heart attack.

Those who knew him will 
recall his cheerful disposi-
tion. 

Friendly and care-free, 
Taylor was a magnet to eve-
ryone he encountered.

He often introduced him-
self as “D to the O to the T.”

A great many knew him 
as a publicist who promoted 
talents at CBS Records, Jive, 

Virgin, EMI and enumerable 
independents. 

He was regarded to be a 
hip-hop specialist but in his 
galaxy were talents of every 
genre: Lisa, Lisa & Cult Jam, 
Full Force, Cool Moe Dee, 
DJ Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh 
Prince (Will Smith), Tom 
Jones, Miss Melodie, LL Cool 
J, KRS-One, Britney Spears, 
Whodini, Too $hort, Jonath-
an Butler, Samantha Fox, 
Millie Jackson, Schooly D., 
Paula Abdul, Ziggy Marley 
& The Melody Makers, actor 
Jack Palance and others.

More than anything, he 
loved people and music.

As a matter of fact, his per-
sonal favorite was the Carib-
bean beat of calypso. He truly 
appreciated pan rhythm and 
would easily be distracted by 
any mainstream mention of 
the under-exposed music.

 He revered, the Mighty 
Sparrow, aka the king of 
calypso. And he rendered 
equal plaudits on its queen, 

Calypso Rose. Annually when 
carnival ended in Trinidad & 
Tobago, by Ash Wednesday 
Taylor could recite the year’s 
Road-march winners.

Although he lived in The 
Bronx, St. Thomas, Vir-
gin Islands was his home. 
He annually attended the 
island’s summer celebra-
tion in the Bronx and rallied 
fiercely to promote the tiny 
U.S. territory and former 
Dutch colony. 

At heart, he was truly 
Caribbean.

In addition to the record 
business, Taylor was also 
instrumental in creating 
a platform for a monthly, 
music showcase known as 
R&B Live. 

He also served as publicist 
to the Poconos Mountain 
Film Festival.

He is survived by his 
grandmother, two brothers, 
aunts, cousins, godchildren 
and devoted friends.

He was 51 years old.

Virgin Islands music 
publicist to the stars dies

A

F

Sévis Gratis Pou ManmFree Services For Enrolled Members

A Place Where You Will...A

Free Services For Enrolled Members
     Hot and Nutritious Meals and Snack
     Door to Door Transportation
     Games, Arts & Crafts, Computer Classes
     ESL & Languages Workshops
     Dance Classes & Music Therapy
     Health Education & Memory Exercises 
     Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Screening 
     Social Services

A Place Where You Will...
     Make New and Enjoy Old Friends
     Find Caring, Kindness, and Understanding
     Get More Out of Your Life

        100% Covered By Medicaid HMO

Sévis Gratis Pou Manm Inscrits
     Des Repas Chauds Et Des Collations Nutritives
     Porte A Porte De Transport Et Gratuits
     Jeux, Arts Et Metiers, Des Cours D’Informatique
     ESL Et Atelier De Langues
     Cours De Danse Et Musicotherapie
     Education De La Sante Et Des Exercices De Memoire
     Surveillance De La Pression Arterielle Et De La Diabete
     Services Sociaux

Un Endroit Ou Vous Pouvez...
     Faire De Nouveaux Amis
     Trouver La Bonte, La Compassion et La Comprehension
     Trouver La Meilleure Partie De La Vie

          100% Couvrir Par Medicaid  HMO

A safe and secure envoronment where you can spend the day and enjoy social and education activities 
that will allow you to enhance and maintain level of independence

SADC. Inc

1460 Flatbush Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11210
(Located Between Farragut and Glenwood Road)

TEL. 929-234-2900                                                                      FAX 718-889-2349www.SundanceSADC.com

CAMBRIA MATHH

We make math easy!
MATH TUTION

FOR 
Algebra 1, Geometry

Algebra 2 & Trigonometry
Precalculus AND SAT

INDIVIDUAL TUITION
DR. JOSEPH VALLEY
216-04 118th Avenue, Cambria Heights

email: joval07@aol.com
CONTACT
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KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

CONTINUING
EDUCATION

Kingsborough Community College/CUNY
Office of Continuing Education
2001 Oriental Boulevard | Brooklyn, NY 11235

If you’re considering a career change, seeking 
professional advancement or simply looking to 
enrich your life, Kingsborough’s Continuing 
Education program has a course to fit your needs.

Call 718-368-5050 to register.
www.kingsborough.edu/continuinged

Complete Pair of

 Eyeglasses*

($199 Minimum Purchase Required.)

$100Off

Repair or replace your frame with our NO-Fault Warranty. 
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for an appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses (frame and lenses). May not be combined with any other offers, discounts or 
insurance. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details. Prices subject to change without notice. Expires 6/30/13.

Kings Plaza Shopping Center  718-253-0700  

Saturday, June 22nd 
from 1–5pm! 

Bring the Kids for a Clown,  
Balloons and Tattoos 

50% off all Frames
Today Only!

2nd Pair  
of Eyeglasses

Buy 1 Pair get

50%
off

CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF 

GREAT
SAVINGS

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY
Shred your personal documents 
and papers securely... for FREE!

No appointment necessary.  
Limit two boxes per household.

www.ridgewoodbank.com
Member FDIC

Saturday
JUNE 22nd

10:00am - 2:00pm
1626 Bruckner Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10473

Acceptable Materials to Shred
Paper (white or colored)
Staples and paper clips

Old check books
Plastic ID cards

Credit cards
File folders

Microfilm
Microfiche
CDs & DVDs
Carbon paper
Computer disks
Empty prescription bottles

Ridgewood is proud to partner with
to help protect your privacy.

JUNE 22nd
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the more than 19,000 chil-
dren’s and weekday after-
school programs.

Additionally Queens 
Library, a magnet of vast 
opportunities, offers Eng-
lish language -  coupled 
with - educational classes 
to in excess of 8,000 adults 
without cost.

Upon meeting with die-
hard library supporters 
like State Senator Malcolm 
Smith and Assembly women 
Vivian Cook and Barbara 
Clark, on this breezy cold 
day, Sandra a South Ameri-
can student felt compelled 

to reveal to state legislators 
that within four months she 
learned English at the Adult 
Learning Center at Queens 
Library in Jamaica, N.Y.

“My teachers at the ALC 
are volunteers,” said the 
grateful Library Legislative 
group member, giving only 
her first name. 

“They are intelligent, ded-
icated, punctual, efficient 
and are concerned about 
their students,” added the 
math professor only weeks 
before she returns to her 
country after achieving her 
goal of speaking English 
proficiently. 

Authorities in Cuba 
blame the five-decade U.S. 
economic and technologi-
cal embargo for the high 
local cost of Internet con-
nections, and for the seri-
ous problems in web servic-
es in this Caribbean island 
nation.

The newspaper added 
that “the fibre optic cable, 
while it improves interna-
tional communications (up 
to now carried mainly by 
satellite) is not a free serv-
ice, which explains the ini-
tial cost of the expansion of 
the service of navigation on 
the Internet.”

The cable reached Cuban 
shores in 2011, and Vene-
zuela’s authorities declared 
it operational in May 2012, 
although Cuba’s official 
media maintained a dis-
creet silence.

Cuba has a minimum 
bandwidth of 323 megabits 
per second via satellite, but 
various sources say the fibre 
optic cable will increase the 
current transmission speed 
by a factor of 3,000 and will 
cut operating costs by 25 
percent, although the sat-
ellite services will continue 
to function.

Cuban authorities have 
repeatedly made it clear 
that the country will con-
tinue to put a priority on 

the “social use” of the new 
technologies – in other 
words, on connectivity in 
schools, research and work 
centres, professional asso-
ciations or recreational and 
community centres.

A tiny minority of Cubans 
have access to the Internet, 
the Intranet or email serv-
ice in their homes, basi-
cally by dial-up. Another 
small minority can afford 
the steep prices of cyber-
cafés, mainly in hotels, 
which charge around eight 
dollars an hour.

In its report this year 
to the Universal Peri-
odic Review of the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights 
Council, the Cuban delega-
tion stated that the country 
had 783,000 personal com-
puters as of the end of 2011. 
Of that total, an estimated 
18 percent were in homes 
and more than 33 percent 
were in the health, educa-
tion and culture sectors.

“In addition, 2,610,000 
users employ Internet serv-
ices, 622,000 with full navi-
gation,” added the docu-
ment, which did not dif-
ferentiate between “social” 
and private access – the 
latter of which is limited, 
by means of payment in 
national currency, to intel-
lectuals and professionals 
such as journalists, aca-
demics, artists or doctors.

www.HenrysFloristWeddingEvents.com

8103 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

The finest in floral designs that will 
add an extra touch of flair to make 
your special day more memorable!

SERVING THE TRI-STATE 
AREA FOR 75 YEARS.

CEREMONY PACKAGE

 Bow & Flowers

BRIDAL PACKAGE

RECEPTION 
PACKAGE #1

RECEPTION PACKAGE #2

$29999

$59999

$39999

$29999

Continued from page 3 

Continued from page 3 

Internet café

Queens Library

owned one of Baltimore’s many African-
American funeral homes. 

He didn’t ask her how she was han-
dling her loss. Instead, he offered her 
a job.

For four hours a night, a few nights 
a week, Booker answered the phones 
and the door at Albert P. Wylie Funeral 
Home. She thought it might be weird, 
but it wasn’t – it was interesting, and 
she did her work well. Soon, she was 
assisting with viewings and she learned 
her first lesson: never let clients see 

you cry.
But that was difficult. Witnessing 

the grief of families who lost someone 
elderly was hard enough. Wylie Funeral 
Home also did a brisk business with the 
city’s poor, the gang-bangers and drug 
addicts. 

Still, it was a job Booker enjoyed and 
soon, she started doing errands for Mr. 
Wylie. Then she did paperwork, filing, 
and bookwork. Eventually, she dressed 
bodies and assisted as much as she 
legally could. She became an honorary 
member of the Wylie family for nine 
happy years, but in work – as in life - all 

good things must come to an end…
Looking for something with a great 

plot? Something different, delightful, 
but a little dark? Then you need “Nine 
Years Under.”

With knowledge, a willingness to 
disclose, and a good amount of humor, 
author Sheri Booker not only shares the 
story of her tenure as a funeral home 
assistant and the duties she assumed, 
she also gives readers a sense of what 
goes on behind closed doors there. 
She weaves this information – some of 
which is graphic – in with observations 
on mourners, neighbors, and the indus-
try as a whole. I loved that Booker finds 
a certain amount of comedy in death 
and preparing for its rituals, and her 
musings on funerals are priceless.

Continued from page 26 

BOOK REVIEW

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest 
in Caribbean news, viewpoints and more.
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children
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Six veterans of the music 
industry captivated fans 
of their recordings when 
they teamed for a “Heart to 
Heart” concert at the Apollo 
Theater recently. Hit-mak-
ers Melba Moore, Monifah 
Carter, Miki Howard, Ally-
son Williams and Meli’sa 
Morgan united for a ‘Sis-
terhood Experience’ and in 
the process introduced Ms. 
J, a promoter and singer 
who reprised a few nostalgic 
songs the audience seemed 
to appreciate.

Backed by a live band, Ms. 
J teased the mixed crowd 
singing “Circles,” “Dreams,” 
and songs familiar to the 
savvy crowd. Incorporating 
a multi-media video pres-
entation to her message she 
won cool points with the 
Harlem gathering by hail-
ing historically significant 
women such as Harriet Tub-
man, Coretta Scott King 
and Angela Davis.

“The show is dedicated to 
all my sister who think they 
are alone and our brothers 
who tampered our throne,” 
she said.

But the music was in the 
message and Williams deliv-
ered both in her renditions 
of her 1989, Billboard chart-
topper “Just call My name.”

An impromptu chorus 
almost drowned out the 
New Yorker as she reprised 
the radio-friendly hit. The 
sing-along found amateur 
singers echoing and antici-
pating each lyric of her big-
gest record seller. She was in 
sync with the band she said 
was her very own assembly 
of musicians. With drum-
mer Jason, Brian on bass, 
Todd on saxophone, Aaron 
on keyboards, three backup 
singers and two unidentified 
accompanyists, the six piece 
Allyson Williams Experi-
ence proved the main ingre-
dient for a winning concert 
session.

Moore acknowledged 
each member through a 

segment that revealed their 
skill, superlative talent and 
stellar stage presence.

She also raved about 
the sisterhood bond she 
shares with Morgan, Wil-
liams and Howard. Togeth-
er they scaled the pinnacle 
of success. She mentioned 
the turbulent times too 
but gave little details of the 
cruel treatment reported in 
tabloid media a few years 
ago. In fact, she gracious-
ly relayed how together, 
she and her daughter had 
mended their broken rela-
tionship. Without naming 
her husband, she referenced 
the businessman with kind-
ness and perceived forgive-
ness of any misdeeds.

Moore’s individual tribute 
to her colleagues seemed 
genuine. She even toasted 
the crowd with a long drink 
she downed all at once. They 

cheered the gesture.
She explained a new asso-

ciation with Monifah with 
whom she said she is devel-
oping a bond. Her repertoire 
included the up-tempo “You 
Stepped Into My Life,” and 
“Lean On Me.”

She shimmered in a one-

shouldered, floor-length 
gown. Perhaps she should 
have traded tunes with 
Morgan to deliver Prince’s 
“Purple Rain.” She stunned 
wearing the color purple.

Morgan also treated 
another Prince favorite sing-
ing “Do Me Baby,” the song 

that skyrocketed to the top 
of the charts in 1985. She 
also borrowed from Chaka 
Khan’s songbook to sing 
“Sweet Thing.” She could 
do no wrong; through five 
outfit changes she was in 
“Paradise.” 

The Queens native, co-
hosted, co-produced and 
cosigned a diva collabora-
tion. 

Monifah’s “I Miss You” 
seemed appropriate.

She expressed apprecia-
tion from the hometown 
crowd and seemed elated to 
join the sisterhood.

 After what seemed like a 
hiatus from the concert cir-
cuit, last year the Spanish 
Harlem native joined three 
successful women on the 
“R&B Divas” TV One reality 
show and was warmly greet-
ed at the landmark theater.

After 26 years in the 
music business, Howard 
declared she had found “love 
under new management” 
with her son helming her 
career.

Catch You On The Inside! 

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

 Melba Moore.  AP Photo/Peter Kramer

Bond of ‘Sisterhood’ at Apollo Concert
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By Aba Luke
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 

May 27, 2013 -- With plans 
to become a regional events 
promoter, Trinidadian diva 
Denise Belfon is testing the 
waters with the aim of provid-
ing struggling local artistes 
with an opportunity to make 
a living at home throughout 
the year. 

Belfon -- best known by 
the sobriquet, Saucy Wow, 
has been slowly entering the 
event promotion industry 
and now plans to entice local 
artistes from all genres of 

By Deardra Shuler
Jazz pianist Cedar Wal-

ton called into my show 
Topically Yours, at Blak-
eRadio.com, Rainbow Soul, 
to talk about his upcoming 
concert in the Allen Room, 
at Frederick P. Rose Hall, at 
Jazz at Lincoln Center on 
60th Street and Broadway 
in Manhattan. Mr. Walton 
will be playing a nine-foot 
Steinway Concert Piano 
along with fellow pianist 
Barry Harris with whom 
he is sharing the bill, on 
Saturday, June 22. The two 
pianists will play two sets; 
a 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
set. Accompanying the two 
NEA jazz masters will be 
the much admired drum-
mer Willie Jones, III and 
famed bassist, Buster Wil-
liams.

Pianist Mulgrew Miller 
who was originally sched-
uled to perform on the pro-
gram, suddenly died of a 
heart attack on May 29. 

Therefore, Mark Morganel-
li through his organiza-
tion Jazz Forum Arts via 
their Fifth JALC Jazz Piano 
Summit featuring Cedar 
Walton and Barry Harris, 
will pay tribute to Mulgrew 
Miller via this program.  
Mr. Miller, who began his 
career with Betty Carter, 
and moved on to work 
with Billy Shaw and later 
Art Blakeley, was known 

By John Marrast
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theat-

er returned to Lincoln Center for the 
Performing Arts for the first time 
in 13 years for a seven-performance 
engagement at the David H. Koch 
Theater which began on Wednesday, 
June 12 and ends on June 16, 2013.  

Led by Robert Battle, the opening 
night program featured a world pre-
miere of “Four Corners” by celebrat-

ed choreographer Ronald K. Brown, 
Jií Kylián’s “Petite Mort” and Alvin 
Ailey’s acclaimed American master-
piece “Revelations.” Battle invited 
three new dancers to join and per-
form with the acclaimed 30-member 
Company during the seven-perform-
ance engagement.

Becoming a member of Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater this season 
are Jeroboam Bozeman (Brooklyn, 

NY) and Fana Tesfagiorgis (Madison, 
WI), much-admired former members 
of Ailey II, and Elisa Clark (Brandy-
wine, MD), who previously performed 
with Battleworks Dance Company, 
Mark Morris Dance Group, and Lar 
Lubovitch Dance Company.

During the spring engagement, 
the renowned Matthew Rushing will 
celebrate the completion of 20 years 

AILEY back at Lincoln Ctr. after 13 yrs

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36 Denise Belfon. 

Cedar Walton. 
 AP Photo/Charles Sykes

Linda Celeste Sims’ inspiring interpretation of dance story-telling. Photo by Andrew Eccles

Walton and Harris in 
the Allen Room

From Soca Queen to 
Event Promoter

HISTORIC HISTORIC 
RETURNRETURN
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for playing in the tradition of 
Oscar Peterson McCoy Tyner 
and Kenny Barron.

“I was surprised by Mulgrew’s 
sudden death. He was only 57. I 
can remember when I first met 
him.  He was traveling with 
the Duke Ellington Orchestra 
under the leadership of Mercer 
Ellington, Duke’s son. Mulgrew 
came out of Mississippi and was 
always a very talented and capa-
ble musician. We struck up a 
friendship that lasted until his 
recent death. I am glad that 
the Jazz Forum decided to pay 
tribute to Mulgrew via the con-
cert, especially since Mulgrew 
was taken from us so early” 
remarked Walton.

Born in Dallas, Texas, Cedar 
began his sojourn into music 
very early. “My mother was a 
pianist who taught piano pri-
vately. She was also a public 
school teacher. Through her 
guidance I began to learn piano 
and knew that was what I want-
ed to do in life.  I don’t get the 
opportunity too often to play 
with other pianists, so that will 

make the gig at the Allen Room 
more special. It will be a treat 
to play the nine-foot Steinway 
concert grand along with Barry 
Harris during our Jazz at Lin-
coln Center show” continued 
the pianist and composer, who 
spoke about the musicians who 
made an impact on his life.

“I am impressed by a number 
of artists; Nat King Cole for 
instance. I did not know Nat 
personally but of course was 
very familiar with his music. In 
the jazz world everyone knew 
that Nat began his career as a 
pianist. 

I’m not sure who else knows 
that. The story goes that Nat 
was playing in some club one 
night and it was suggested to 
him that he had a golden voice 
and should consider singing. 
So Nat King Cole launched his 
singing career.

 I also admire Thelonious 
Monk and Art Tatum. Theloni-
ous Monk was a contemporary 
who I had a healthy associa-
tion with it.  I much admired 
his work” commented Cedar of 
Monk.

with Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater and lead the cast of Ron-
ald K. Brown’s newest work, “Four 
Corners.” Set to the music of Carl 
Hancock Rux, Yacoub, and various 
other artists, the work brings to life 
the vision of four angels standing on 
the four corners of the earth hold-
ing the four winds. The Ailey danc-
ers have become known as inspir-
ing interpreters of Brown’s unique 
dance storytelling and the opening 
night world premiere cast included 
Linda Celeste Sims, Belen Pereyra, 
Glenn Allen Sims, Demetia Hop-
kins, Hope Boykin, Fana Tesfagior-
gis, Jacqueline Green, Kirven James 
Boyd, Daniel Harder, and Michael 
Francis McBride.

Other casting highlights include 
the successful on stage partnerships 
of Linda Celeste Sims and Glenn 
Allen Sims and Alicia Graf Mack 
and Jamar Roberts in striking duets 
during Petite Mort and the “Fix Me, 
Jesus” section of Revelations. Kirven 
James Boyd and Jamar Roberts are 
scheduled to perform the fast-paced 
movements and propulsive jumps of 
the dynamic solo Takademe, Rob-
ert Battle’s humorous and savvy 
deconstruction and abstraction of 
the tightly woven rhythms of Indian 
Kathak dance.

A free question-and-answer ses-

sion with Ailey’s much-admired 
dancers will follow the inspiring 
finale of “Revelations” at the Sat-
urday, June 15, 2:00 p.m. Family 
Matinee performance.

“I’m looking forward to seeing 
the curtain rise on the unparal-

leled combination of Ailey’s amaz-
ing dancers and the choreography 
of masters Ronald K. Brown, Alvin 
Ailey, Garth Fagan, Jií Kylián, and 
Ohad Naharin, stated Robert Bat-
tle. “The engagement is a momen-
tous occasion for Ailey and so per-

sonally meaningful to me. Lincoln 
Center is where I started my jour-
ney in the New York dance world, 
first experiencing the genius of 
Garth Fagan and so many others 
while a student at The Juilliard 
School.”

music to  perform each Saturday 
at The Edge, a nightclub on the 
Southern end of the island. 

The new endeavor is a far cry 
from the annual boat rides Belfon 
has been sponsoring, which start-
ed off in Port-of-Spain and has 
now become a hit in the South-
land, generating much attention 
over the years. On June 1, Bel-
fon opened the Edge Nightclub, 
introducing “Steaming South-
land Saturdays” simultaneouisly 
with the launch of the Satur-
day night party fixture featuring 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Blaxx of the 
Roy Cape Band, Ravi B of Karma, 
Farmer Nappy, Iwer George and of 
course, Belfon herself.

“I’ve always wanted to pro-
mote our culture and our artistes 
throughout the year. There’s never 
been a forum for our artistes to 
stay at home and make money 
throughout the year and some-
thing like this would change that. 
It would offer those artistes who 
don’t really travel after the carni-
val, a place to perform and earn 

money,” she emphasized. 
Steaming Southland Saturdays 

introduces party lovers to a height-
ened level of customer service, 
no matter what part of Trinidad 
they’re coming from. “We’re guar-
anteeing a (high) level of security 
(as we shuttle patrons) from stra-
tegic meeting points at every end 
of the country,” said Belfon. She 
noted, however noted that patrons 
requiring the shuttle service for 
large groups, should contact the 
Steaming Southland Saturdays 
hotline at 325-5252, 307-1841 or 
317-9810. “We’re also giving terti-
ary education students discounts 
to enter the club with their school 
ID’s,” explained the entertainer, 
highlighting her desire to bring 
back that true clubbing vibe to the 
Southland. 

Several artistes already are “sold 
on the idea,” Belfon said, adding 
that feedback for the event’s con-
cept has been positive. “Everyone 
is excited about it. It’s a situation 
where I’m actually the first Soca 
artiste to present something like 
this for my fraternity,” she said. 

Continued from page 35 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Random Access Memories
Daft Punk

DNA
Little Mix

Wrote A Song For Everyone
John Fogerty

Modern Vampires Of ...City
Vampire Weekend

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

Almost Home (EP)
Kid Ink

Based On A True Story ...
Blake Shelton

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

The Devil Put Dinosaurs...
Alice In Chains

The Great Gatsby...
Soundtrack

Can’t Hold Us
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis...

Mirrors
Justin Timberlake

Just Give Me A Reason
P!nk Feat. Nate Ruess 

Stay
Rihanna Feat. Mikky Ekko

I Love It
Icona Pop Feat. Charli XCX

When I Was Your Man
Bruno Mars 

Heart Attack
Demi Lovato

Get Lucky
Daft Punk Feat. Pharrell Williams 

Come & Get It
Selena Gomez

Cruise
Florida Georgia Line Feat. Nelly

TOP 10 
SINGLES

NEA Jazz mastersBelfon’s new direction

Ailey

Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater’s Antonio Douthit and 
Jacqueline Green.  

 Photo by Andrew Eccles
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20 Feet from Stardom 
(PG-13 for profanity and 
sexuality) Backup singers 
belatedly get their due in 
this overdue documentary 
paying tribute to some of the 
best in the business, includ-
ing Merry Clayton, Lisa 
Fischer, Darlene Love, Clau-
dia Lennear, Tata Vega and 
Lynn Mabry. With appear-
ances by Bette Midler, Mick 
Jagger and Sheryl Crow.

Aliyah (Unrated) Dramat-
ic thriller, set in Paris, about 
a 27-year-old drug dealer 
(Pio Marmai) who’s consid-
ering making a fresh start 
working in a relative’s res-
taurant in Tel Aviv in order 
to escape his burdensome, 
deadbeat brother (Cedric 
Kahn) and a love life compli-
cated by an ex (Sarah Lepi-
card) and a new girlfriend 
(Adele Haenel). With Guil-
laume Gouix, David Gesel-
son and Olivier Desautel. (In 
French with subtitles)

The Bling Ring (R for 
profanity, sexual referenc-
es, drug use and under-
age alcohol consumption) 
Sofia Coppola co-wrote and 
directed this true tale about 
a gang of computer-savvy 
teenagers who embark on 
a crime spree burglarizing 
the homes of Hollywood 

stars by using the inter-
net to monitor the celebri-
ties’ whereabouts. Featur-
ing Emma Watson, Katie 
Chang, Leslie Mann and 
Israel Broussard.   

Call Me Kuchu (Unrated) 
Chilling, equal rights doc-
umentary chronicling the 
aborted efforts of murder 
victim David Kato (1964-
2011), Uganda’s first openly 
gay citizen, to lobby against 
the proposed law making 
homosexuality a capital 
crime in his country.  

Far Out Isn’t Far Enough 
(Unrated) Reverential biop-
ic about the life and times 
of prolific children’s book 
author and illustrator Tomi 
Ungerer, a subversive artist 
committed to challenging 
the status quo. (In English 
and French with subtitles)

The Guillotines (R for 
graphic violence) Qing 
Dynasty drama revolving 
around the daring exploits 
of a top secret squad of five, 
sword-wielding assassins 
assembled by the emperor 

(Andrew Lau) to eliminate 
his political opponents. With 
Ethan Juan, Shawn Yue and 
Xiaoming Huang. (In Man-
darin with subtitles)

Hatchet III (Unrated) 
High body-count horror 
sequel finds the revenge-
minded heroine (Danielle 
Harris) attempting to break 
the curse of the seemingly-
invincible sociopath (Kane 
Hodder) who has been ter-
rorizing her haunted Loui-
siana swamp for decades. 
Cast includes Caroline Wil-
liams, Derek Mears and 
Zach Galligan.

In the Fog (Unrated) 
World War II saga set dur-
ing the height of Nazi occu-
pation on the Western Front 
where a man (Vladimir Svir-
skiy) wrongly accused of col-
laborating with the enemy 
must fight to save his name. 
With Sergei Kolesov, Vladis-
lav Abashin and Nikita Per-
emotovs. (In Russian with 
subtitles)

By Kam Williams
Morton Downey, Sr. was a 

wealthy, well-connected film and 
recording star who settled down 
with his family on Cape Cod in a lav-
ish mansion located right next-door 
to the Kennedys. Although son Mor-
ton, Jr. was raised a liberal in the 
lap of luxury and tried for years to 
make it as a rock musician, in 1987 
he made himself over as an arch-
conservative populist presuming to 
be the voice of angry white males.

Over the next two years, he would 
enjoy a meteoric rise as the host of 
an eponymous, nationally-syndicat-
ed, TV talk show. However, because 

the chain-smoking conservative-
come-lately was an obnoxious loud-
mouth who cared more about rat-
ings than an honest discussion of 
political issues, his hate-spewing, in 
your face interviewing style would 
grow tiresome just as fast as it 
brought him to the top of the Hol-
lywood food chain.

The stunt that proved to be 
Mort’s downfall transpired in a San 
Francisco airport bathroom where 
he cut his hair and his shirt with 
scissors and drew a swastika on his 
face in a bathroom before claiming 
to have been attacked by a gang of 
neo-Nazi skinheads. What’s ironic 
about the incident is the fact that 
a frequent guest on his show was 
Reverend Al Sharpton, a staunch 
defender of Tawana Brawley, who 
was similarly disgraced after being 
exposed as a fraud for falsely fin-
gering a white district attorney for 
rape.

Directed by Seth Kramer, Daniel 
A. Miller and Jeremy Newberger, 
“Evocateur” is a mix of archival 

footage and reflections by family, 
friends, fans and folks who made 
appearances on the program like Pat 
Buchanan and Gloria Allred. The old 

videos of Mort, who succumbed to 
lung cancer in 2001, remain every 
bit as compelling today as they were 
in his heyday.

A riveting biopic about a rich kid-
turned-rabid bully and pathological 
liar desperate enough for the lime-
light to sell his soul to the devil.

“Evocateur: The Morton
Downey, Jr. Movie”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity 
and nudity
Running time: 90 minutes
Distributor: Magnolia 
Pictures

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Herman Cain and Curtis Sliwa in Évocateur: The Morton Downey Jr. Movie.    
 Photo by Magnolia Pictures

Independent & Foreign Films

Rise, flameout of controversial flash in the pan

WEDDING BANQUETS
and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)
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SATURDAY, JUNE 16
PERFORMING ARTS: Join Pelham Arts 
Center in celebrating Bloomsday 1:30 p.m. 
- 3:30 p.m. This free event is inspired by the 
work of Irish novelist and playwright James 
Joyce. Come and learn about traditional Irish 
Folk Arts. To celebrate the event, musicians 
will play traditional Irish music, dancers will 
perform Irish step dancing, and excerpts 
from James Joyce’s “Ulysses” will be read. The 
musicians will share the history of traditional 
Irish folk songs about life, love and living, with 
stories about their origins. The dancers will 
engage the audience through performance and 
instruction.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19
EMANCIPATION DAY CELEBRATION: On 
June 19, 1865, Union soldiers, led by Major 
General Gordon Granger, landed at Galveston, 
Texas with news that the American Civil War 
had ended. General Order No. 3 stated, “The 
people of Texas are informed that in accordance 
with a Proclamation from the Executive of the 
United States, all slaves are free.” CHE Nauti-
cal and Enviro Edutainment Productions will 
present a special tribute to the New York 26th 
United States Colored Troops on June 19, 2013.

11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.: EDUCATIONAL 
TOURS HIGHLIGHTING SOLDIERS’ LIFE 
- Reenactors in full accoutrements will use a 
fully decorated wedge tent and camp kitchen 
to teach visitors about soldiers’ life during 
the American Civil War. Exhibits will include 
battlefield relics of artillery weaponry and a 
National Regiment Flag. Visitors will also learn 
about Robert Smalls and his daring escape 
from enslavement aboard the CSS Planter; view 
a model of the USS Monitor; and much more! 
Tours will be conducted at the memorial!

12:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.: “JUNETEENTH: The 
Historic Tradition, New York and the American 
Civil War” – This powerful 30-minute audio-
visual presentation explains the history of 
Juneteenth, New York’s involvement during the 
American Civil War, the historical and cultural 
significance of Juneteenth, and the importance 
of celebrating Juneteenth each year.

SUNDAY, JUNE 23
5K RUN/WALK: You are invited to the annual 
5k run/walk forum rom 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
The walk will start at Queens Faith Temple 
217-03 Merrick Blvd. and end at Roy Wilkins 
Park, Merrick & Foch Blvds. There will be free 
giveaways and refreshments. There will also be 
free screenings for sickle cell disease, kidney 
function, cancer, asthma, blood pressure, HIV/
AIDS, diabetes and health insurance.

WALK TO LIVE: IMANI HOUSE, a nonprofit 
dedicated to providing needed services to low 
income youth and families in Brooklyn, will 
hold its First Annual Walk-to-Live Walkathon 
in Prospect Park. It was created in response 
to the high prevalence of childhood obesity, 
especially among children and families of color, 

and to encourage families to take control of 
their own health through walking: an activity 
that can strengthen bonds between parents, 
children and communities. Walk-to-Live 
includes a 3.5-mile walk around Prospect Park, 
information on healthy eating and lifestyle hab-
its as well as a potluck family picnic. There will 
be games, prizes and activities for children as 
well as health and fitness information tables for 
adults. The IMANI HOUSE Walk-to-Live is an 
inclusive community event where everyone is 
invited to join in and walk to bring attention to 
the prevention of childhood obesity. To find out 
more about the IMANI HOUSE Walk-to-Live or 
to register, please visit the event’s designated 
website www.ihiwalktolive.com or call (718) 
638-2059.

ONGOING   
FRIDAY, MAY 3 - TUESDAY, JUNE 11 
ART EXHIBITION: Come and see Siobhan 
McBrides exhibit at the Pelham Art Center. 
Siobhan McBride of Miami, FL, is the winner 
of the 2013 Alexander Rutsch Award and Solo 
Exhibition for Painting. This is the seventh 
year that Pelham Art Center is presenting the 

biannual award. The jury selected McBride 
from more than 650 applicants from across 
the country. Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth 
Ave., Pelham, NY 10803. For more informa-
tion, call 914-738-2525 or send email to info@
pelhamartcenter.org. Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. Directions:Located five blocks from 
the Hutchinson Parkway exit 12 and two blocks 
from the Metro North Pelham stop.

MONDAY, JUNE 24 -   
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
SUMMER CAMP: Treat yourself or your kids 
to some creative exploration this summer with 
exciting week-long creative “Camp” workshops 
or summer art classes. Whether you are ready 
to jump right in, or just test the waters, we 
have classes for all ages and skill levels. Check 
us out online to view a full catalog of our 
summer offerings; from traditional painting, 
drawing and clay to digital media. Classes are 
fun, inspiring and the option of week-long 
workshops works nicely with your family’s 
vacation plans. www.PelhamArtCenter.org/
Education For more information, or to register 

for our summer workshops and classes stop 
by the office, or call (914) 738-2525 x111 You 
can isit our website  www.pelhamartcenter.
org. Need-based scholarships are available to all 
students who qualify. Pelham Art Center, 155 
Fifth Ave., Pelham, N.Y. 10803.

COMMUNITY CENTER: Are you looking to 
improve your life? Take a class at Community 
Learning Center: How to Write a Book or 
Script, Create a Resume, How to Create Wealth, 
Get/Keep a Spouse, Start a Business. Classes 
for everyone. Community Learning Center, 
147-12 Archer Ave., Queens. For more informa-
tion/RSVP, call (718) 291-1094.

DONATIONS: St. Robert Bellarmine Church is 
joining  efforts with the Dioceses of Trenton to 
bring relief to victims in the hardest hit areas. 
The church has organized a sorting sub station 
in the parish and will be delivering donations 
to various locations shortly. The church is seek-
ing donations of cardboard shipping boxes for 
packing or rubber bins for storage for victims. 
Donations are tax deductible  and the church 
will provide you with a receipt upon request. 
Feel free to contact St. Robert Bellarmine 
Church at any time Attn: SRB Hurricane Relief 
Effort, 61 Georgia Rd., Freehold, NJ 07728 or 
srbwelcome@gmail.com, Pam Stengel (732) 
580-0075, Linda Altini (917) 578-4852. Phone: 
(732) 462-7429 or Fax: (732) 409-3496.

QUEENS SICKLE CELL: The Queens Sickle 
Cell Advocacy Network, 207-08 Hollis  Ave., 
Queens Village, N.Y., presents a Parent to Par-
ent Support Group meeting every first Monday 
of every month, 7:00 p.m. For directions and 
registration, call (718) 712-0873 or email 
Qscanorg@verizon.net.

FAIRWAY MARKET SHUTTLE: Fairway 
Market is now offering a free group shuttle bus 
to its Red Hook, Brooklyn store at 480-500 
Van Brunt St., Mondays thru Wednesdays from 
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. For pick-up reservations 
for groups of 10 or more, within a five-mile 
radius of the store, call Viola Williams or Marcy 
Rosenblum at (347) 750-1251. There will also 
be pickups on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. at 589 Prospect Ave., between 11 
and 10 avenues. All seniors get a five percent 
discount in the store. Each group will have an 
hour and a half to shop and/or enjoy a bite to 
eat in the picturesque cafe by the waterfront.
Computer Training: Mount Carmel Worship 
and Outreach Center is holding adult and chil-
dren computer training programs, 10:30 a.m

12:30 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Sat-
urdays. Call (917) 609-0909 for registration 
details. 

REVERSE MORTGAGE COUNSELING: Are 
you a senior homeowner struggling to make 
ends meet? A reverse mortgage may be an 
answer. NHS can help determine if this is the 
best option for you. All programs discussed are 
backed by the federal government. For informa-
tion, call (718) 469-4679.

COMPILED BY NATALIE Y. HENRY

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

SUMMER CAMP: Treat yourself or your 
kids to some creative exploration this 
summer with exciting week-long creative 
“Camp” workshops or summer art classes. 
Whether you are ready to jump right in, or 
just test the waters, we have classes for all 
ages and skill levels. Check us out online to 
view a full catalog of our summer offering 
at www.PelhamArtCenter.org/Education 
For more information, or to register for our 
summer workshops and classes stop by the 
office, or call (914) 738-2525 x111.

FARMERS MARKET: Seeds in the Middle 
is sponsoring The Crown Heights Farmers 
Market offering fresh fruits and vegetables, 
including calaloo and Caribbean favorites and 
accepting EBT, WIC, Snap, FMNP, Health 
Bucks, and Fresh Connect. The market will 
be operating every Thursday from 12 noon 
to 7:00 p.m. at Hamilton Metz Park at Albany 
and Lefferts avenues, Brooklyn. For more 
information, visit www.seedsinthemiddle.org.

HOME HELP FOR DISABLED: If you are 
a disabled homeowner living in Brooklyn 
or have someone disabled living in your 
household, you may qualify for up to $5,000 
in home repair grants. Repairs must be 
geared toward making the home accessible 
and convenient for the disabled person.  
Sponsored by Neighborhood Housing 
Services of East Flatbush, a not for profit 
housing organization, and the New York 
State Housing Trust Corporation. For more 
information, please call 718-469-4679.
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Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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END FOOT PAIN!
Improve Appearance! Why Suffer? Get Help!

The Most Advanced Techniques for Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 
No Pain - Minimally Invasive - Less Trauma - Quick Recovery

REPAIR
PERMANENTLY

1636 E 14th Street, Suite 105
Bet. Kings Highway & Ave. P Brooklyn, NY 11229

All City Family Health Care - AFHC
Ambulatory Surgery Center

3632 Nostrand Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11229 
718–332–4409 718–326–7771

All City Family Health Care - AFHC

3632 Nostrand Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11229

CALL TODAY
718–336–1800

Accredited by 
The Joint Commission

If any of these apply... Call today!

Introducing Dr. Howard Frank, Board Certified

The bottoms of my heels hurt all day, but it’s worse 
when I step out of bed in the morning 
(or when I get up from a sitting position.)
I have a large bump behind my big toe (bunion) 
which is always red and enlarged.
The sides of my toenails dig into the skin and hurt
I have corns on my toes which get thicker no matter 
what shoes I wear.
My toes aren’t straight-they are all bent and rotated
My toenails are streaked, discolored and thickened.

Your Solution to Complex Dental Problems

Schedule your consultation with Dr. 
Stanislaus and Dr. E. Lisa Reid to learn 
more about HYBRIDGE®  and all of your 

dental options.  den

p

HYBRIDGE ®  replaces all of your upper 
and/or lower teeth and is permanently 
supported with 5 to 6 dental implants. 
Choose HYBRIDGE®   and experience a 
lifetime of dental comfort.

BrooklynHybridge.com

(718) 857-6639
or visit us online today!

Brought to you by 
Eugene D. Stanislaus, D.D.S. & E. Lisa Reid, D.M.D. 

�������	
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CALL
TODAY

By Chudi Chukwudi
Brooklyn Young Moth-

ers Collective (BYMC) host-
ed its first annual awards 
luncheon on Saturday, May 
18 at Armando’s Restaurant 
in Downtown Brooklyn. The 
event was highlighted by the 
presentation of a proclama-
tion to Jessamyn W. Rod-
riguez, BYMC honoree and 
executive director of Hot-
bread Kitchen, by Deputy 
Borough President Sandra 
Chapma, recognizing the 
work of the organization in 
providing economic oppor-
tunities to women.  

IN her ‘Thank You’ 
remarks, Ms. Rodrigu-
ez gave a moving speech 
ablout BYMC’s contribu-
tion to Brooklyn and how 
providing support to young 
mothers can end the cycle 
of poverty.  

Chloe Rivera, legislative 
aide to Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman, seconded 
these remarks and high-
lighted the importance of 
organizations like BYMC 
and Hot Bread Kitchen.   

In her remarks, BYMC 
alumna Fatima Silva 
explained how BYMC and its 
founder, Benita Miller, Esq., 
helped her graduate from 
high school as the the val-
edictorian, and from from 
college, and also helped her 
earn her paralegal certifi-
cate, all while raising three 

children.
BYMC created its annu-

al luncheon to recognize 
similar organizations that 
empower and support 
women in New York City.  

 In its role of providing 
advocacy and support for 
pregnant and parenting 
young women, BYMC has 
been a catalyst, locally and 
nationally in shaping the 
conversation around serv-
ices and support to young 
mothers. Since its incep-
tion, BYMC has provided 
direct services and leader-
ship development oppor-
tunities to more than 500 
young women and works 
to increase the number of 
young mothers engaged in 
educational and vocational 
endeavors, as well as ensur-
ing that their infants and 
toddlers are exposed to early 
learning activities.

BYMC presented its first 
honoree, Jessamyn W. Rod-
riguez -- founder and chief 
executive officer of Hot 
Bread Kitchen, with the 
Award for Social Justice. 
Ms. Rodriguez and her staff 
strive to break gender bar-
riers and put women in the 
food industry on equal foot-
ing.

Hot Bread Kitchen 
increases economic security 
for foreign-born and low-
income women by teaching 
them bread-making skills 

and opening access to the 
billion-dollar specialty food 
industry.  Hot Bread Kitch-
en’s mission and program 
complements the work of 
BYMC as both organizations 
play such an important role 
in nurturing low-income 
women and building eco-
nomic resources for their 
families.  

 Attendees were inspired 
by the speeches given by 
Ms. Rodriguez, Deputy Bor-
ough President Chapman, 
Ms. Rivera and Ms. Silva 
and made connections with 
each other and with BYMC’s 
staff and Board Members. In 
her speech, Ms. Rodriguez 
noted that although it is 
largely women throughout 
the world who provide and 
create food for their fami-
lies, men principally domi-
nate the food industry.  

BYMC’s executive direc-
tor is Yeashea Braddock. 
Board Members include:  
Megan Hogan (Chairman), 
Dawn Cardi (Vice Chair-
man), Laura Friedman 
(Treasurer), Laura Brodsky 
(Secretary), Denise West, 
Stephanie Akunvabey, And-
rea Henderson and Benita 
Miller.

“Give the Gift of Family” 
become a Foster or Adoptive 
Parent” call (718) 573-4774

To learn more about BPN 
go to our website:www.
bpnetwork.org

Giving the Gift of Family
BYMC Toasts Young Mothers

(L-R): Yeashea Braddock, executive director; Benita Miller, Fatima Silver, Deputy 
Borough President Sandra Chapman, Megan Hogan, board chairperson. 
 Photo by Lem Peterkin.
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THEME: FAMOUS FATHERS

ACROSS
1. CCCP

5. Slippery sort

8. New Mexico art community

12. Find new tenant

14. Turkish military leader

15. Oscar-winner Jessica

16. Kunta Kinte of “Roots”, e.g.

17. *Peyton or Eli to Archie

18. Eight performers

19. *”Married... with Children” dad

21. *”All in the Family” dad

23. For every

24. ____ or swim

25. *”Modern Family” dad

28. *Aaron Spelling’s daughter

30. Oxygen holder

35. 3rd and 5th in Manhattan, e.g.

37. Court of law opener

39. “_____ Circus”

40. Give a traffic ticket

41. Walkway

43. eBay offers

44. Twig of willow tree

46. Ticket leftover

47. Nose-in-the-air type

48. Home to Sarajevo

50. Seaward

52. Give it a go

53. Civil rights concern

55. Put two and two together

57. *Kiefer’s dad

60. *Pa to Laura Ingalls

64. Pertaining to the ear

65. Actress ___ Thompson

67. Dolphin home

68. Work the dough

69. Aggravate

70. Become established

71. Immeasurably long period

72. Busy flyer

73. Network of nerves

DOWN
1. Sky bear

2. Auction off

3. Block of granite, e.g.

4. Increase rpms

5. “Piece of cake!”

6. I, to Claudius

7. Hawaiian veranda

8. It measures rpms

9. Not in favor of

10. Curved molding

11. Workout segment

13. Proclaimed true without proof

15. Make so one can’t get out

20. Be limp

22. DNA transmitter

24. Tropical naps

25. *Father of the twelve tribes of 

Israel

26. Dispatch boat

27. Abominable snowmen

29. Swedish shag rugs

31. Barbecued anatomy

32. Time on the job

33. Eagerness

34. *He played Cliff Huxtable on TV

36. “As ____ on TV”

38. *Greek father to all gods

42. African sorcery

45. Off-color

49. Afflict

51. *Presidential and Founding 

father

54. Wing it

56. Comparative of dry

57. Buggy terrain

58. Three-layer cookie

59. Indian bread

60. Devil’s ____

61. Better than never?

62. Give off

63. Cosine’s buddy

64. *Jenna’s presidential dad, ___ 

“W”

66. “But I heard him exclaim, ____ 

he drove out of sight, Merry Christ-

mas to all...”

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Serving the Caribbean Community  

for Over 25 Years
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Azad Ali
West Indies off-spinner Sunil Narine 

eclipsed Pakistani Saeed Ajmal to move to 
Number One for the first time of his short 
career in latest ICC ODI Bowling Rankings.

Ajmal lost his place after conceding fig-
ures of 10-0-71-0 against minnows Ireland 
recently, dropping from 784 points to 757, 
which allowed Narine (764) to claim the 
top spot.

It took the Trinidadian just 28 games to 
achieve the feat, having snatched 47 wickets 
at an average of 21.68 and economy of 3.87 
since his debut in December 2011.

By Robert Elkin
Earl Monroe, a member of the New York 

Knicks for about nine years, including a 
championship season in their glory years, 
was on hand to present awards to the win-
ning teams and individual finalists and 
champion of the Mayor’s Cup competition. 
Thus, the almost nine-day all-scholastic 
competition in various categories was con-

By Patrick Horne
Jamaica lost its fourth straight CON-

CACAF final round World Cup qualifier, 
2-0, in Honduras Tuesday night and is 
virtually eliminated from the Brazil 2014 
World Cup run. Meanwhile, the U. S. 
cruised to a 2-0 win over Panama in Seat-

tle for its third straight victory on the 
same night, when host Mexico played to 
a goalless draw with Cost Rica. The U. 
S. is now in first place in the Hexagonal 
tournament, which qualifies three teams 
automatically for the World Cup, with the 
fourth place team to meet New Zealand in 

a home-and-away series for a final berth.
The games that crippled Jamaica’ effort 

were the recent home losses to the USA 
and Mexico.  Against the USA, it was 
déjà vu at the National Stadium on Fri-
day night, June 7. Jozy Altidore climbed 

Hopes dashed for World Cup run

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Team winners with former NY Knicks 
player Earl Monroe.  

 Photo courtesy of NY Junior Tennis & Learning

Jamaica’s Jermaine Johnson, top, and Honduras’ Luis Garrido fi ght for the ball during a 2014 World Cup qualifying soc-
cer match in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, Tuesday, June 11, 2013. Honduras won 2-0.  AP Photo/Moises Castillo

Earl Monroe 
hands out 

tennis awards

Sunil Narine tops 
ICC ODI Bowling 

Rankings

JAMAICA JAMAICA 
SHUTOUTSHUTOUT
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He became the first 
West Indian to top the 
list in ODIs since Curtley 
Ambrose in 1997, though 
medium pacer Ian Brad-
shaw came close when he 
rose to second in 2006.

Narine (778) is also 
the number one bowl-
er in the Twenty20s, 
ahead of Ajmal (742) 
and Sri Lankan Mendis 
(716). Further down 
the ODI bowling list for 
West Indies are Kemar 
Roach (20th), Ravi Ram-
paul (26th) and Darren 
Sammy (28th) while the 
top ranked regional bats-
man are Kieron Pollard 
(32nd) and Chris Gayle 
(36th).

ducted by New York Junior 
Tennis & Learning, for-
merly called the New York 
Junior Tennis League.

Monroe, still very 
much connected with the 
Knicks, also is involved in 
tennis and was impressed 
with some of the netters 
including some of whom 
could go on to be future 
college All-Americans and 
tour players of ‘tomorrow.’ 
He believes that the sport 
of tennis is growing.

One player who cer-
tainly showed his skill at 
the USTA Naional Tennis 
Cennter was Justin Fields, 
a senior, number one play-
er at Manhattan’s Beacon 
High School and sixth 
ranked in the East.

The first seeded Fields 
broke away from a 3-3 
tie  in the second set and 
turned back freshman 
Jordan Jordan of Astoria, 
6-4, 6-4 in the Boys Var-
sity championship match. 
Fields is making plans to 
continue his tennis and 
education at State Univer-
sity of New York at Bing-
hamton, a college that 
draws a lot of ranking  ten-
nis players.

Meanwhile, top seed-
ed Brianna Williams 
of Canarsie, located in 
Brooklyn, defeated second 
seeded Sophia Kryloff of 
Staten Island, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2 
for the girls’ singles final.  

Brianna’s mother Sher-
ree came to New York from 
Trinidad and was responsi-
ble for her tennis.

“The key to the match 
was to stay positive for 
the entire match and to  
play my game,” said Wil-
liams, who attends Bronx 
Science High School

“This is my first time 
playing here (at the 
National Tennis Center),” 
she added  “My goal is to 
try to be the best that I 
could be.”

Scherree got her daugh-
ter involved in the sport. 
“She wasn’t  involved in 
tennis,” Williams said 
“She saw it on TV (televi-
sion). My mother wanted 
for Chelsea my sister to 
also play this sport.

Meanwhile, Fields felt 
great playing on the same 
court as the pros do dur-
ing the United States Open 
Tennis Tournament,

“I love the atmosphere 
here, and great players 
love playing here,” Fields 
said. “I wanted to win the 
tournament since  my 
freshman year. My goal is 
to play someday at the US 
Open.

Fields committed four-
double faults while Jordan 
only one while Jordan aced 
twice in the match.

Fields helped to pace 
Beacon to the team title 
a week prior to the indi-
vidual final.

above two Jamaican defend-
ers to head home the USA’s 
first goal in the visitors’ 2-1 
win, their first in a CON-
CACAF World Cup qualifier 
at that stadium. Three days 
earlier it was Aldo De Negris, 
who rose from between two 
Jamaican defenders to head 
home Mexico’s lone goal in 
its first qualifying win in 
this six-team final round. 
Jamaica’s defense simply 
cannot deal with high cross-
es into the penalty area. 

Jamaica’s weakness in 
dealing with high crosses 
is not unique to the Reg-
gae Boyz, but a shortcoming 
among Caribbean players; 
what is surprising is that 
Jamaica has more English-
born players in its squad 
now than ever before, and 
the English are known for 
their strength in heading 
the ball. The shutout in 
Honduras on Tuesday night 
means the other four games 
are futile exercises because 
with four games left, even if 
the maximum 12 points are 
attained, it won’t be enough 
to qualify Jamaica. 

The Jamaica defenders 
repeatedly made parochial 
mistakes as defenders failed 
to be aware of where oppos-
ing forwards are to antici-
pate their runs into the 

box. On Altidore’s goal in 
the 30th minute, the Jamai-
can defender simply ducked 
under the ball and to give 
the American an easy head-
er; it was a repeat of De 
Negris’ goal as the Mexi-
can was uncontested in his 
effort. The situation should 
have been addressed after 
viewing the Mexico loss. 

This Jamaican team seems 
to lack the fervor needed for 
national team wins, possi-
bly because of a lack of a 
real connection between the 
English-born players and 
the Jamaican people. The 
intensity and fighting spirit 
that has marked past Reg-
gae Boyz teams are missing. 
One of the advantages of 
using local players is that 
connection with the home 
fans and family drives moti-
vation and intensity. There 
might have been too radical 
a change to foreign play-
ers after Jamaica’s disap-
pointment in the Caribbean 
Championship last year. 

There was no high pres-
sure by the Jamaicans; no 
double teaming; and no 
fighting spirit. Jamaica 
simply did not work hard 
enough n the game. The U. 
S. controlled play for most 
of the contest; dominated 
at midfield and were able to 
keep the ball for long peri-

ods to control the tempo of 
the game. The U. S. at times 
looked as though it was the 
home team. 

The U.S. meanwhile got 
a goal in each half from 
Altidore and Eddie Johnson, 
respectively, to hand Panama 
its first loss.  In the Jamaica 
game, Brad Evans, in only 
his second start for the U.S. 
in recent years, scored the 
winner for the visitors in 
stoppage time when he was 
left unmarked in the penalty 
area and was able to con-
trol a low pass from Michael 
Bradley, turn to face the 
goal and shoot before the 
nearest defender could tack-
le, another poor defensive 
effort by the Reggae Boyz, 
who got their equalizer from 
header by late substitute Jer-
maine Beckford in the 89th 
minute.

The USA (3-1-0, 10 pts.) is 
atop the group, with Costa 
Rica (2-2-1, 8 pts), Mexico 
(1-5-0, 8) and Honduras (2- 
2-1, 8) in a second place tie, 
then Panama (1-3-1, 6 pts) 
and Jamaica (0-2-4, 2).  

MLS
Trailing 2-1 in an MLS 

Western Conference derby, 
forward Lamar Neagle 
inspired the Seattle Sound-
ers to rally twice from defi-
cits to beat the Vancouver 

Whitecaps, 3-2, last Satur-
day night in front of 53,679 
fans at CenturyLink Park. 
Neagle assisted on the first 
goal to give Seattle the lead, 
but the whitecaps stormed 
back with two goals to take 
a 2-1 lead; Neagle created a 
penalty for the Tying goal 
and then latched onto an 
Obafemi Martins cross for 
the winner.

‘’That third goal was as 
well-taken a goal as you 
want to see,’’ Sounders 
coach Sigi Schmid said. “I 
was proud of our character 
in being able to come back. 
I thought we started off the 
game well and got the early 
goal. Then we sort of fell 
asleep right after we scored, 
which is a time you can’t fall 
asleep, and we took a goal.”

In other MLS games, 
Real Salt Lake got two goals 
from Olmes Garcia to beat 
host Los Angeles Galaxy at 
Home Depot Center, 3-1; 
Jamaican international 
Khari Stephenson scored 
the other goal for the win-
ner and Landon Donovan 
tallied for the Galaxy. The 
Chicago Fire (3-7-3, 12 pts.) 
and the Portland Timbers 
(5-1-8, 23) drew, 2-2, and 
host New England Revo-
lution (5-4-5, 20) and DC 
United (1-10-3, 6) played to 
a goalless draw.

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

West Indies off spinner 
Sunil Narine.  

 AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena

United States’ Jermaine Jones, left, fi ghts for the ball with Jamaica’s Rodolph Austin in the fi rst half of their 2014 
World Cup qualifying soccer match in Kingston, Jamaica, Friday, June 7, 2013. The U.S. won 2-1. 
 AP Photo/Andres Leighton

U.S. secures third CONCACAF win

Top bowler

Mayor’s Cup
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720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Cadillac Due: 1st Payment ( SRX + XTS $595 Bank Fee )  plus taxes & DMV fees only.  Buick GMC Due: $595 Bank Fee plus 1st Payment plus taxes & DMV fees. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined.
All rebates are taxable. Rebates assigned to dealer.  Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear
And Tear, Repairs And Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000/$2,000. * CUE Equip only. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 06-18-2013.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK

Check Out These Great Buick GMC Offers, For A Limited Time!

$299
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

per month 36 months. Due at inception: $349 1st payment &
tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.
10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  ATS 2.5 Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  SRX Brand New 2013 CADILLAC  XTS
FWD

Automatic, Power Windows, Power Door
Locks, Back-up Camera, Bose Surround
Sound, CUE System, Power Seats, Heated
Seats, Bluetooth & Much More! 
MSRP $36,840 Limited Availability!
ATS now includes an iPad*

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$349
Automatic, AC, 

Power Windows, Power
Locks, Power Mirrors,
Power Seat, Bluetooth,

Turn by Turn Navigation
& Much More! 
MSRP $38,225

Limited Time Only!

LEASE FOR

FWD 1 SA PACKAGE

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

$0 Down $0 Bank Fee 
$0 Security Deposit!!! $0 Down Payment!!! 

$0 Security Deposit!!!
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $399 1st payment
& tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0 Security
Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

$399
LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!! 
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$169
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $169 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start,
Traction Control, Fog Lamps,

Back-Up Camera, PW, PDL,
Power Roof, Bluetooth, Power

Seat, Rear Park Assist,
Sideline Alert & Much More!

MSRP $23,975
Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

All-Wheel Drive with Navigation

$339
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $339 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLT-1

Automatic, AC, Navigation,
Leather, Power Roof, Power

Seats, Power Windows, Power
Door Locks, Back-up Camera,

Remote Starter, Park Assist,
Heated Seats & Much More!

MSRP $44,870
Limted Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$259
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $$259 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick LaCrosse

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Door Locks, Power Roof,

Leather, 18” Chrome Wheels,
Traction Control, Bluetooth,

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Fog
Lamps, Rear Park Assist, Back-

up Camera  & Much More!
MSRP $36,940

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

Leather Package

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

$179
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $179 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment, $595 Bank Fee, $0

Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Terrain
FWD SLE-1

Automatic, AC, Back-up Camera,
Trction Control, Power Windows,

Power Door Locks, Bluetooth,
Remote Entry, Tire Monitor, 

Anti-Theft & Much More! 
MSRP $27,130

Limited Time Offer!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FOR

$0 Down Payment!!!
$0 Security Deposit!!!

Automatic, AC, Power Windows,
Power Locks, Power Seats, Rear Park
Assist, Bluetooth, CUE System,
Remote Start, Wood Trim & much
more. MSRP $45,345
Limited Time Only!
XTS now includes an iPad*

Apple and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S.
and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Apple
is not a participant in or sponsor of this promotion.

WE ARE THE LARGEST CADILLAC BUICK GMC 
DEALER IN NEW YORK STATE!

Redefining The Customer Experience
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  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com
for the latest in Caribbean news,

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more

Updated every weekday!
North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

The Best of Caribbean Life.....
is just a click away.

India’s Captain Mahendra 
Singh Dhondi is fully aware 
of the type of cricket that 
the West Indies play and in 
addition to that he sees them 
in the IPL in his team and 
on the opposite side. What 
is surprising is that the West 
Indies head coach Otis Gib-
son did not come up with a 
different strategy for India. 
No team can come up against 
a power team such as India in 
this type of cricket. 

Mahendra Singh Dhoni is 
one of best captains world 
wide particularly in the lim-
ited overs arena. The Indian 
captain knows the type of 
bowling to throw at the West 
Indies. In spite of the West 
Indies strong batting, some 
of their batsmen have major 
flaws with their technique 
and under pressure. This 
result was not surprising. 

DHAWAN, JADEJA 
STEER INDIA TO 
VICTORY

Some fascinating bowling 
from Ravindra Jadeja taking 
5 wickets for 36 runs from 
10 overs with two maidens 

stunned the West Indies and 
shook up their strong bat-
ting line up. Jadeja literally 
toppled the West Indies bat-
ting. A partnership of 78 runs 
between Johnson Charles and 
Darren Bravo did not help 
the West Indies too much as 
wickets fell frequently. A late 
gallop by Darren Sammy bat-
ting at number eight pushed 
the West Indies from 171 for 
7 in 42.1 overs to 233 for 9 in 
50 overs.

The West Indies scored 62 
runs in 7.5 overs with Sammy 
scoring 56 not out from 35 
balls with five fours and four 
sixes. Johnson Charles scored 
60 runs from 55 balls. 

SHIKHAR DHAWAN 
SCORES TON 

Opening batsman Shikhar 
Dhawan scored 102 runs not 
out from 107 balls and Dinesh 

Karthik 51 from 54 balls not 
out as India reached 236 runs 
for 2 wickets in 39.1 overs, 
winning the game quite com-
fortable. That was a big loss 
for the West Indies. Sunil 
Narine was the only wicket 
taker for the West Indies with 
2 for 49 from 10 overs. 

WEST INDIES 
DEFEATS PAKISTAN 

West Indies One-Day Inter-
national Captain Dwayne 
Bravo won the toss in the 
second game of the Cham-
pions Trophy 2013. India had 
defeated South Africa in the 
first game of the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy. The West Indies 
sent Pakistan in to bat and 
after some quick and hostile 
bowling from pacer, Kemar 
Roach, Pakistan was reeling 
at 15 runs for 3 wickets with 
Roach taking all three wick-

ets. He missed a fourth wick-
et, that of Pakistani Captain 
Misbah-ul-Haq, when wicket 
keeper Denesh Ramdin put 
him down before he scored.

PAKISTAN 90-RUN 
PARTNERSHIP

Pakistan Captain Misbah-
ul-Haq and opening batsman 
Nasir Jamshed tried desper-
ately to fend off the pace of 
Roach and Rampaul and the 
spin of Sunil Narine. They 

gathered 90 runs together 
before Jameshed fell for 50 
off 93 balls. After Pakistan 
reached 105 for four after 25 
overs, they soon fell for 170 
runs all out after 48 overs. 
Captain Misbah-ul-Haq was 
left not out on 96 from 127 
balls. 

West Indies pacer Kemar 
Roach claimed 3 wickets for 
28 runs off 10 overs with 
four maidens. Rampaul, the 
seamer, 1 wicket for 39 runs 

from 10 overs, Narine 3 wick-
ets for 34 runs from 10 overs 
and one maiden and Dwayne 
Bravo, one wicket for 29 runs 
off 9 overs. Two run outs 
came about during the Paki-
stani innings.

The West Indies team bat-
ted steadily but lost wickets 
frequently. They struggled at 
1 for 11, 2 for 15 and they 
made a remarkable recovery 
with Chris Gayle and Marlon 
Samuels gathering a partner-
ship of 63 runs for the third 
wicket before Gayle went for 
39 from 47 balls and Samuels 
for 30 from 58 balls. Kieron 
Pollard’s first six runs took 
him 33 balls before he scored 
his last 24 from 25 balls. 
Bravo scored 19 from 36 balls 
before he was trapped leg 
before. Sunil Narine scored 
11 from 18; Denesh Ram-
din 11 not out from 14 balls 
and Kemar Roach slammed a 
boundary giving West Indies 
victory at 172 for 8 off 40.4 
overs.

Pollard and Bravo shared 
in a partnership of 43 runs 
from 58 balls, from 94 for 5 
to 137 for 6. 

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies’ Chris Gayle, right, and Johnson Charles 
add a run past India’s Umesh Yadav during the ICC 
Champions Trophy group B cricket match between 
India and West Indies at The Oval cricket ground in 
London, Tuesday, June 11, 2013.   AP Photo/Matt Dunham

India’s captain capitalizes on Windies flaws
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KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-3300

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
718-646-3331

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, 
NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

HUGE CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED 
INVENTORY!

$0 DOWN 
AVAILABLE!

All Makes!
All Models!* *

2010 NISSAN 
VERSA HATCHBACK 

Stk# 9918, 4 cyl, auto, all power, tilt, cruise, 31,633 mi.
BUY FOR

$9995

2013 NISSAN  
ALTIMA SV

Stk# J0845, 4 cyl, auto, all pwr, alloys, Bluetooth, rear cam, remote start, 3019 mi.
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN 
MURANO SL 

Stk# 9953, 6 cyl, auto, lthr, rear cam, wireless connect, pano roof, 36,046 mi.
BUY FOR

$22,995

2012 NISSAN 
ALTIMA 2.5S

Stk# 9981, auto, pwr/winds/locks/mirrs, am/fm w/CD, 36,782 mi.
BUY FOR

$14,995

2010 NISSAN 
MAXIMA S

Stk# 1080, auto, V6, all pwr, sun roof, spoiler, Bluetooth, 2712 mi.
BUY FOR

$22,995

2009 NISSAN 
ALTIMA SL

Stk# 1011, 4 cyl., auto, m/roof, Bluetooth, htd seats, lthr, 37,220 mi.
BUY FOR

2010 NISSAN
ROGUE 360 AWD

Stk #1054, 4 cyl., auto, all pwr, rr cam, alloys, rr spoiler, 25,987 mi.
BUY FOR

$16,995

2010 NISSAN
MURANO S AWD

Stk# 9948, 6 cyl, auto, all power, 18,786 mi.
BUY FOR

$17,995

2012 NISSAN 
ARMADA AWD

Stk #1004, 8 cyl., auto, full power, rear camera, Bose sound, Bluetooth, 3rd row, 17,800 mi.
BUY FOR

$29,995

2011 NISSAN
ROGUE SV

Stk #1008, 4 cyl., auto, full power, Bluetooth, backup camera, 35,058 mi.
BUY FOR

$17,995

2009 NISSAN
MAXIMA SV

Stk# 9992, auto, V6, moon roof, leather, navigation, 56,953 mi.
BUY FOR

$18,995

2011 NISSAN
MAXIMA 
SV

Stk# 9742, auto, V6, sun roof, leather, rear cam, Bluetooth, 22,771 mi.
BUY FOR

$21,995

2010 NISSAN
PATHFINDER SE 4X4

Stk #1086, V6, auto, full pwr, running brds., back-up cam, white, 33,258 mi.
BUY FOR

$18,995

$15,995

$21,995

2010 NISSAN
SENTRA SR

Stk# 1107, 4 cyl, auto, all power, cd, sun roof, 46,074 mi.
BUY FOR

$12,995

2010 HONDA
CR-V EX-L

BUY FOR

$19,995
Stk #2737, 4 cyl., auto, 6 cd, leather, Bluetooth, 18,328 mi.

2011 HYUNDAI
SONATA GLS

BUY FOR

$15,995
Stk #1088, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, navigation, 27,683 mi.

2009 INFINITI
G37X

Stk #1030, V6, auto, moonrf, leather, rear camera, navigation, 22,134 mi.

BUY
FOR
$25,995

2008 INFINITI
G35X AWD

Stk# U5385, auto, V6, CD, s/roof, lthr, nav., 29,766 mi.

BUY
FOR
$24,900

2011 INFINITI
G37XS LIMITED

Stk#1066, V6, auto, all pwr, moon roof, leather, rear cam, nav, Bluetooth, rear sonar, 33,558 mi.

BUY
FOR
$28,995

2010 INFINITI
EX35 AWD

Stk #1035, V6, auto, all power, moon roof, leather, nav, Bluetooth, 26,721  mi.

BUY
FOR
$26,995

2010 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk# U4508, V6, Auto, m/roof, lthr, nav., Bluetooth, 23,510 mi.

BUY
FOR
$28,995

2010 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk #U4492, V6, auto, sun roof, leather, rear camera, navigation, 29,963 mi.

BUY
FOR
$28,995

2010 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #1115, V6, auto, moon roof, leather, Bluetooth, 36,313 mi.

BUY
FOR
$32,995

2010 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk #64538, auto, grey, only 4234 mi!

BUY
FOR
$31,995

2009 INFINITI
G37 AWD

BUY FOR

$21,995
Stk #U4522, V6, auto, all power moon roof, leather, nav, Bluetooth, 51,562  mi.
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.”MY MCU
“MY CITY,

John Franco, 
Former Major League Pitcher

Checking

Money Market 

CDs 

IRAs

Online Banking

▲
▲

▲
▲

▲

▲
▲

▲
▲

▲

Auto Loans

Credit Cards

Mortgages

Personal Loans

Convenient ATMs

Join today! 
Visit nymcu.org or  
call 1-866-JOIN-MCU.

Federally insured by NCUA F

For more information, 
scan the code.

By Scott Hansen
Got a problem with your 

swing? Go talk to Wally and 
George!

Two former Brooklyn 
Cyclone skippers have been 
ordered by Mets manage-
ment to fix the swing of 
superstar first baseman Ike 
Davis, who inexplicably lost 
his stroke this season after 
hitting 32 homers and driv-
ing in 90 runs last year for 
the big club.

Las Vegas 51’s manager 
Wally Backman, who led the 
Cyclones during the team’s 
historic 2010 campaign (his-
toric, of course, because 
Backman was managing the 
squad), and hitting coach 
George Greer, a Cape Cod 
League Hall of Famer who 
was at the helm of the Brook-
lyns back in 2006, are the 
doctors tasked with diagnos-
ing the problem with the 
first baseman’s swing and 
prescribing a cure that will 
get the first-round draft pick 

back to the big club.
And the braintrust of the 

Mets triple-A affiliate say that 
the former phenom’s prob-
lem, which is  80 percent 
mental, will get worked out 
the only way it can — in the 
batters box as the cleanup 
hitter of the 51’s.

“I’ll throw him right in 
the fire,” Backman told Mike 
Francesa during an interview 
on the radio station WFAN. 
“He’s going right in the 
four hole. We let him work 
through it.”

Davis, who made Major 
League Baseball’s All-Rook-
ie Team in 2010 when he 
knocked 19 home runs and 
drove in 76 runs, has been 
struggling this season with 
a measly .161 batting average 
(meaning the 230-pounded 
truly isn’t hitting his weight), 
with just five home runs and 
16 RBIs.

Backman said he and 
Greer will focus on returning 
Davis’s swing to the smooth 

stroke he used during his 
rookie campaign — some-
thing he’s veered away from 
in the years since.

“He’s made a lot of chang-
es way too fast,” Backman 
said. “It is hard enough just 
to go up there and hit, but 
when you’re making changes 
to your stance and your hand 
position, it makes it tough on 
a player.”

Both Backman and Greer 
have made names for them-
selves by turning minor 
leaguers’ dreams  into major 
league reality. Greer led 
Brooklyn to a 41–33, second-
place finish in the McNamara 
Division, during an up-and-
down season that began 0–7, 

and had many  wondering if 
the manager would last the 
season . He did, but wasn’t 
brought back the following 
year.

By comparison, Back-
man’s season in Brooklyn 
was a dream that ended in a 
nightmare, as he led the 2010 
Clones to a second-best-ever 
51–24 record and a division 
title. But the team lost to the 
Jamestown Jammers in the 
finals, and the former Met 
second baseman, who won a 
World Series with the big club 
in 1986, was also not asked 
back to manage ( although he 
was considered for a the job 
with the organization Major 
League team ).

By Scott Hansen
The one constant 

in minor league base-
ball is change, and this 
year, Cyclones fans are 
going to see a lot of it at 
MCU Park, except where 
it matters most: in the 
manager’s seat.

Rich Donnelly, who is 
returning for an unprec-
edented third season at 
the helm, has had to 
deal with change rang-
ing from complete ros-
ter turnovers to hurri-
canes since he took over 
as manager in 2010, 
but there’s one thing 
he hasn’t had to worry 
about before: MCU Park’s 
new artificial turf.

“I’m nervous (about 
the turf), “Donnelly said. 
“I’ve never managed on 
anything like that, and 
I doubt any of the play-
ers have played on some-
thing like it.”

That being said, the 
Cyclones’ streak of con-
secutive winning seasons 
is anything but artifi-
cial, as they enter the 
upcoming season with 

an astounding streak 
of 12 straight seasons 
above .500 in its wake, 
a feat only three other 
franchises in the history 
of professional baseball 
have accomplished.

“This is a special year, 
because of (Hurricane) 
Sandy,” Donnelly said. 
“We’re looking to provide 
the fans with some good 
entertainment, who have 
all been through some 
tough times.”

The Cyclones will 
start off the season with 
a three-game series tak-
ing on their hated rivals, 
the Staten Island Yan-
kees. They will play at 
Richmond County Bank 
Ballpark on June 17 and 
June 19, while debuting 
at home at MCU Park for 
the middle game of the 
series on the 18th, to try 
to break in the turf.

Brooklyn Cyclones 
opening night at MCU 
Park [Surf Avenue and 
W. 16th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5596; 
www.BrooklynCyclones.
com]. Tuesday, June 18.

BATTING PRACTICE: Ike Davis, the Mets’ fi rst base-
man, was sent to the Las Vegas 51s, the AAA affi liate, 
to work on his swing with former Cyclones manager 
Wally Backman. AP / Kathy Willens

Ike heads to 
Wallyworld!

Clones season a go
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