
By Nelson A. King
The Barbados-based Caribbean 

Tourism Organization (CTO) says 
New York is getting ready for the 
annual invasion of Caribbean 
vibrancy, energy, cuisine, culture, 
spirit and spirits. 

CTO said its New York office is 
“busy putting the finishing touch-
es to preparations for Caribbean 
Week in New York, a celebration 
of the sights, sounds and vacation 
attributes of the Caribbean.” 

The Week begins on Saturday 
with a “Gospel Celebration” in 
Brooklyn, and ends on Friday, Jun. 
7, with the “highly anticipated, 
spirit-filled Rum and Rhythm” in 
Manhattan. 

“Along the way, there will be 
some exciting, fascinating and 
thrilling events to satisfy varying 
interests – the youth, Diaspora, 
engaged couples, those seeking 
romance, marketers, and those 
who simply wish to enjoy a lovely 
Caribbean holiday,” said CTO in a 
statement.

It said the “Gospel Celebration” 
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Wooing Jet Blue, Air China
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Women’s 200m during the IAAF Diamond League Grand 
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in New York. Photo by John Minchillo
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By Bert Wilkinson
With the upcoming summer 

peak season just two weeks away, 
Guyanese aviation authorities are 
scrambling to woo international 
airlines to fly to the Caribbean 
trade bloc nation to help fill a void 
at Timehri International Airport 
caused by the early May devastat-
ing pullout of Delta Airlines from 
the popular Georgetown-New York 
route.

The administration of President 
Donald Ramotar this week said 

they will redouble efforts to woo 
US-owned Jet Blue and even Air 
China to take up the slack as there 
are already indications that there 
will be no seats available to New 
York by the end of June when 
schools and universities close and 
when thousands leave the country 
to spend time with friends and 
relatives overseas.

Citing poor passenger loads on 
its New York-Georgetown run, 
Delta withdrew its service earlier 

Continued on Page 4
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Barbados
Bridgetown, Barbados , the 

war against drugs will continue 
if those involved do not have 
an alternative means of feeding 
their families, Barbados Attorney 
General Adri-
el Brathwaite 
stressed during 
a recent courtesy 
call by secretary 
general to the 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS), Jose Miguel Insulza.

Brathwaite pointed out that 
there was a need to create more 
opportunities for young people to 
move them away from that type 
of life style.

If they can’t be an employee, 
they must eat and live, he said, 
stressing there must be a parallel 
approach.

Nothing that the drug trade 
was one of the main links to 
crime, the attorney general also 
expressed concern over reports 
that indicated the region should 
expect to see increases in being 
used as a trans-shipment point.

Insulza noted that the war on 
drugs was not unsuccessful, as 
about 50 percent was confiscated 
annually. However, he noted that 
it was time to start working on 
outstanding matters in terms of 
penalties for such crimes, and 
treating drug addiction as a 
chronic, disease and not a crime.

Dominica
Dominica Prime Minister Roo-

sevelt Skerrit has denied alle-
gations of mis-
use of European 
Union funds by 
his government.

From time to 
time because of 
partisan politics sometimes, we 
enrage ourselves in untruths and 
unfortunately, some in the media 
for political reasons; publish these 
things as if it is the gospel accord-

ing to the book of Luke. 
Skerrit refuted these allega-

tions while addressing the launch-
ing of the Banana Accompanying 
Measures (BAM) IN La Plaine last 
week.

An EU delegation led by EU 
Ambassador to Barbados and the 
Eastern Caribbean, Mikael Barfod 
were on island for the launch of 
the EC $54 million (15.5 million 
Euros) injection of funds towards 
BAM. 

BAM is a series of measures 
aimed at strengthening the via-
bility of agriculture and increas-
ing its productivity and competi-
tiveness.

According to the Prime Min-
ister, the EU conducts its own 

auditing of all programs and 
projects which it finances.

The EU has made over $185 
million available to Dominica for 
various projects over the last ten 
years. 

EU Ambassador Barfod told 
the media last week that the EU 
shares an excellent relationship 
with Dominica at all levels.

Grenada
Former Prime 

Minister Till-
man Thomas has 
a warning for 
Grenadians.

He wants them to beware of the 
politics of the New National Party 
(NNP), which defeated Thomas’ 

incumbent National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) 15-0 in general 
elections on February 19. 

“Not because the NNP won a 
majority, that is not an indica-
tion that they are on the right 
track,” Thomas said. “We respect 
the democratic process and we 
respect the majority in the coun-
try. But, at the same time, that 
doesn’t mean it is right.”

According to Thomas, Grena-
dians should not “surrender our 
values and our morality to the 
NNP brand of politics. It’s not 
the healthiest thing for Grenada I 
maintain this and I’m very strong 
on this”.

Many have been speculating 
on Thomas’ political future since 

his failure to hold his government 
together during its tenure that 
began in July 2008 and ended 
with February’s whitewash that 
included Thomas losing his own 
St. Patrick East constituency.

The party’s leadership is likely 
to be on the agenda of the 2013 
annual convention of the NDC.

Last year’s convention was held 
September 30 when 10 senior 
members, including then General 
Secretary Peter David and Acting 
Chairman Stanford Simon, were 
expelled from the party.

Guyana
Relatives of a well-known attor-

ney in Guyana who defended drug 
traffickers and gang members are 
asking police to 
further investi-
gate his death.

A state pathol-
ogist has ruled 
that 57 year old 
Vic Puran died from asphyxiation 
after his car veered into a canal 
in October. However, daughter 
Mikhaila Puran said she believes 
her father was killed and that his 
death was made to look like an 
accident.

Puran died around the same 
time that three of his clients were 
shot and killed. All were suspect-
ed gang members. Puran at the 
time also was defending Guyana’s 
national security minister amid a 
state probe into the police killings 
of three demonstrators.

Deputy Police Chief Seelall Per-
saud on Friday upheld the autop-
sy results, although he added the 
case has not been closed. 

Jamaica
A 20-year-old 

pregnant Jamai-
can woman, who 
passed out 17 
packages of mar-
ijuana at the Queen Elizabeth 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden, right, signs the guest book as Trinidad & Tobago’s Prime Minister 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar looks on, during their meeting at the Diplomatic Center in St. Anns, 
Trinidad, Tuesday, May 28, 2013. See story on page 6. AP Photo/Anthony Harris

U.S., Caricom mutual interests
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By Cydney Hargis
WASHINGTON, May 30 

2013 (IPS) - Over 300 busi-
ness, civil society and academ-
ic groups here are urging U.S. 
lawmakers to support early 
childhood education, months 
after President Barack Obama 
hinted that his administra-
tion would be pushing for a 
change in U.S. policy to sup-
port universal preschool.

Organizations supporting 
an open letter sent Wednes-
day include Macy’s, a national 
department store chain, the 
Committee for Economic 

Development and the Univer-
sity of Miami.

“The bigger challenge for 
me is most politicians, regard-
less of party, are wired to 
think short term and for the 
next election.” -- Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan

“The letter is specifically 
about getting the business 
community, both organisa-
tionally and individually, to 
demonstrate that there are 
groups outside of the typi-
cal parent organisations that 
care about this issue,” Col-
leen Wilber, vice-president of 

media relations at America’s 
Promise Alliance, the U.S.’s 
largest partnership dedicated 
to improving the lives of chil-
dren, told IPS.

In February, during his 
annual State of the Union 
Address, President Obama 
outlined his administration’s 
plans for overhauling early 
childhood education. “Most 
middle-class parents can’t 
afford a few hundred bucks a 
week for private preschool,” 
President Obama stated. “And 
for poor kids who need help 
the most, this lack of access 

to preschool education can 
shadow them for the rest of 
their lives.”

According to the PEW 
Center for States, a research 
group here, children from 
disadvantaged homes can 
start kindergarten as far as 18 
months behind, after which 
point it has been found to be 
extremely difficult for them 
to catch up. High-quality pre-
school programmes, on the 
other hand, have been shown 
to improve early literacy, 
language and math skills by 
almost 50 percent.

Council member Leroy 
Comrie, a candidate run-
ning on the Democratic 
ticket for the borough pres-
ident of Queens, recalled 
growing up a few blocks 
from where the New York 
City Department of Trans-
portation installed traffic 
lights – at  the intersec-
tion of 227th Street and 
115th Avenue in Cambria 
Heights, NY – months 
after 24-year-old doctoral 
student

Paulina Rodriguez was 
struck and killed by two 
speeding cars driving at 
approximately 90 mph in a 
30 mile zone.

Comrie stated at a press 
conference in Cambria 
Heights, Queens, “My best 
friend grew up on this 
block”  The Southeast 
Queens legislator added, 
“We need to make sure we 
are advocating to lessen 
speeding,” said the coun-
cilman in an interview at 
the site of the tragedy. 

The councilman whose 
27th council district 
encompasses Cambria 
Heights acknowledged 
that  his office has con-
tinuously received com-
plaints related to the area.

“We have gotten com-
plaints from Community 
Board 13 and the 105th 
Precinct Council about 
this stretch.  We realize 
the entire stretch (from 
Farmers Boulevard to the 
Cross Island Parkway) is 
used as a corridor for driv-
ers to come in and out of 

Queens.  When the acci-
dent occurred, I convened 
a meeting with different 
organizations and looked 
at the corridor,” said the 
councilman in the pres-
ence of Assemblywoman 
Barbara Clark, Depart-
ment of Transportation 
Commissioner Dalila Hall 
and Community Board 
13 District Manager Law-
rence McClean.

According to Comrie, 
one source in Queens 
reported 40 accidents on 
115th Street in 2012. 

McClean concurs with 
the lawmaker’s assess-
ment.  “DOT realizes it 
was a dangerous corridor 
so we were able to get a 
traffic light fast,” McClean 
noted.

According to Agnes 
Kumi, the best friend of 
the late Paulina Rodrigu-
ez, following the death of 
Rodriguez, not one street 
light but two street lights 
were installed after a peti-
tion drive.

With a group of fam-
ily members and friends, 
Kumi reminisced about 
the fatal encounter of the 
first-generation Trinida-
dian-American.  “Paulina 
was driving.  She came to 
a stop sign.  There was no 
traffic light when she was 
hit,” Kumi and a close-knit  
group collectively explains 
the incident as a few car-
ried enlarged photographs 
of prominent periods in 
their late friend’s life. 

Diverse groups urge expanded preschool 

By J. D. Massiah
Chrissy, the fourth film 

shot on location in Barba-
dos by Step by Step Produc-
tions was well received by a 
Caribbean audience on Fri-
day, May 17, 2013 at its pre-
miere at the Tribeca Cin-
ema. It subsequently played 
to packed audiences there 
and at other New York City 
locations, including  St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal Church 
in Flatbush and the Linden 
Multiplex in Brookltyn.  

Due to the overwhelming 
response, additional shows 
have been added for the 
Linden Multiplex in Brook-
lyn on Thursday, June 6 
at 7:00 p.m. and again on 
Thursday, June 20, 2013 at 
7:00 p.m.

“The previous three 
shows were the Hush 
Series, writer and director, 
Marcia Weekes said. “We 
wanted to shine light on 
the two issues of pover-
ty and bullying, which are 
very pervasive in our socie-
ties.  We concentrated on 
the countryside of Barbados  
because you hardly get to 
see poverty like this close to 
the beaches.” 

Shot entirely on location 
in Barbados, the film is set 
in a country village and 
revolves around an intelli-
gent and articulate 11-year-
old girl old named Chrissy.  
As the story unfolds, we find 
Chrissy in tattered socks 
and an unkempt school uni-
form in front of an empty 
refrigerator.  She heads out 
to school hungry, and on 
her way there spots and 

climbs a mango tree.  She 
eats a mango; while walk-
ing through cane-fields as 
her uniform gets dirtier.  

The film tackles the class 
issue, highlighting the 
poverty and non-hygienic 
practices of a poor teen-
ager,  where three square 
meals is a rare occurrence 
on any given day for her 
and her family, compared 
to that of her newly-found 
friend Melissa, played by 
Cara O’Donnell, who lives 
in an upscale and well to do 

neighborhood.
Makalah Harrison co-

stars in the movie and is 
quite effective in portray-
ing Chrissy, who’s often 
hungry and extremely 
thirsty for knowledge, and 
whose quest for knowledge 
is exemplified in a scene 
that captures her studying 
under a street light because 
there is no electricity in the 
house she shares with her 
mother, younger brother 
and older sister.

“I had to get my mind 

ready to play Chrissy, 
because her life is totally 
different from mine, said 
Makalah.  “It called for a lot 
of emotions and persever-
ance to bring the character 
to life and my mother has 
helped me tremendously.”

Co-star Mac Fingall’s 
depiction of the headmaster 
lends maturity to the film.  
The seasoned entertainer 
is no stranger to the big 
screen and his role as head-
master is well illustrated, 
showing the depth of his 
entertaining abilities.  Fin-
gall sees the Barbados film 
industry as burgeoning.

“The film industry in 
Barbados is in its embry-
onic stages, and as with 
anything that is young, 
you have to nurture it,” he 
says. I’m confident that it 
will succeed, because this 
production is one example 
of the talent in Barbados, 
especially among the young 
actors who are a part of this 
production.”

Ultimately, Chrissy is 
a story of hope and the 
vision of a better future.  It 
shows how two young peo-
ple working together can 
make changes for the bet-
ter.  The old adage, ‘study 
hard and you’ll have a bet-
ter life,’ is still very much 
alive.  It gives young view-
ers the template to realize a 
better tomorrow.

This film is nothing 
short of an inspirational 
opus that will inspire many 
children to appreciate what 
they have and to help the 
less fortunate.

Chrissy’s New York Premiere

Pols complain 
about danger 
on the streets

Continued on Page 42

Director and lead actress Photo by Jeff Grannum

Elected offi cials and family members at Queens news 
conference.
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this month, triggering 
criticisms from the gov-
ernment which in turn 
produced figures show-
ing that the airline had in 
fact been operating with 
a load factor of more than 
80 percent for most of its 
five years in and out of 
Guyana.

Airlines officials con-
firmed that Delta was 
doing well on the route 
and remain baffled as 
to why it abandoned the 
run, traditionally known 
as a tough one for oper-
ators, given problems 
with cocaine smuggling, 
lax aviation security and 
other problems.

Since the Delta pull-
out, Trinidad&Tobago-
owned Caribbean Airlines 
has been the only one left 
that offers non-stop or 
direct flights to New York 
via Trinidad.

The carrier said Tues-
day that only a handful 
of seats are now left on 
the route and it expects 

these to be gobbled up 
once schools close for the 
summer. Round-trip fares 
average about $800.

Civil Aviation Director 
Zulfikar Mohamed said 
the department is willing 
to expedite applications 
for start-up services from 
any credible operators 
but no such documents 
have yet been sent to his 
department. 

“We have had no real, 
tangible interest from 
any major operators for 
now, but we are ready if 
we get any applications 
to fast forward them,” he 
said.

His remarks come 
just days after President 
Ramotar announced 
plans to redouble efforts 
to get increased airlift to 
the country. He said Jet 
Blue is showing interest 
even if barely, Air China is 
being targeted and Suri-
name Air which flies from 
Georgetown to Miami sev-
eral times weekly is being 
lobbied to also serve New 

York as the summer peak 
approaches.

Asked about the Guy-
ana-Jamaica joint ven-
ture Fly Jamaica Airline 
(FJ), which has an appli-
cation on file, Mohamed 
insisted that “they need 
to supply us with more 
documentation.”  But 
FJ officials say they beg 
to differ and scoff at the 
lukewarm support from 
Guyanese officials and 
the Cabinet.

While the two sides 
differ, FJ is preparing to 
launch routes to Toronto, 
Canada, leaving Guyana 
in the lurch. Mohamed 
has hinted that officials 
want to be doubly sure 
about its finances given 
the failure of several star-
tups in recent years. Oth-
ers in the aviation sector 
say the time has come 
for an investigation into 
government-subsidized 
airlines operations and 
to determine why there’s 
such a high rate of fail-
ure.

will feature some of the Car-
ibbean’s top gospel icons lift-
ing spirits with joyful noises 
and inspirational messages 
through song, dance and 
other performances.”

The “Rum and Rhythm,” 
a benefit for the CTO Foun-
dation, is Caribbean Week’s 
“exciting signature event,” 
dubbed “The Ultimate Carib-
bean Cultural and Epicurean 
Experience,” CTO said. 

It said rum and food lov-
ers will sample top-shelf 
award-winning Caribbean 
rums, traditional Caribbean 
cuisine and rum-infused 
delicacies prepared by celeb-
rity chefs from the Dutch, 
English, French and Span-
ish Caribbean.  

CTO said other “can’t 
miss” events include the 
Students’ Colloquium next 
Tuesday, at the New Yorker 
hotel in midtown Manhat-
tan, “at which Caribbean 
students studying at the ter-
tiary level present sustaina-
ble tourism projects that are 

practical and can provide a 
sustainable source of income 
for Caribbean nationals.”

There will also be the 
Caribbean Diaspora Forum, 
developed in collaboration 
with the Brooklyn-based 
Caribbean American Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try; Caribbean Media Mar-
ketplace, where CTO mem-
ber governments and pri-
vate sector exhibitors inter-
act with leading journalists 
from trade and consumer 
press; and the Media Awards 
Luncheon, where the organ-
ization honors journalists 
for their award winning fea-
tures on the Caribbean.

Other features are the 
Avalon Invest Caribbean 
Now Breakfast, the annual 
investment power forum 
on the Caribbean; and the 
Caribbean Marketing Con-
ference & Awards Lunch-
eon, organized by the CTO 
Allied members, where the 
“latest cutting edge mar-
keting trends are presented 
and people who have made 

significant contributions to 
the region’s tourism devel-
opment are recognized,” the 
CTO said. 

“One event that’s sure 
to excite potential holiday-
makers is the OneCaribbean 
Vacation Mart and Auction, 
a One Day Bonanza at which 
Caribbean vacations will be 
available at special prices,” 
it said. “Professional retail 
travel agents will close the 
sales in an environment that 
evokes the colors and energy 
of the Caribbean.”

CTO said this event will 
get “a further lift by the pres-
ence of the Caribbean Week 
official spokesman, Tamara 
Tunie of “Law & Order: Spe-
cial Victims Unit” and “As 
the World Turns” fame. 

“A Romance Pavilion is 
being organized as part of 
the One Day Bonanza to 
make it easy for engaged 
couples or those seeking 
romance in the warmth 
and hospitality of the Car-
ibbean, to select or design 
their perfect Caribbean 
wedding or honeymoon,” 
said CTO, adding that the 
celebrity wedding planner, 
Samantha Goldberg, will 
at the Romance Pavilion to 
add “some star power” to 
the event. 

Ultimate culture 
experience

Continued from cover

Delta Guyana pullout
Continued from cover
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CALL
TODAY

AP Writers Tony Fraser  and 
David McFadden

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad (AP) 
U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and 
political leaders from across the 
Caribbean met in the capital of 
resource-rich Trinidad & Tobago on 
Tuesday to sign a trade agreement 
and discuss a range of security, 
investment and energy issues.

After a more than three-hour 
session, Biden signed an agreement 
providing a framework for trade and 
investment between the U.S. and 
the Caribbean Community, a group 
of 15 nations and territories that 
include Trinidad, Jamaica and the 
Bahamas.

At a news conference, Biden said 
he was aware that island nations 
face unique challenges and added 
that the U.S. administration’s goal is 
“not simply growth, but it’s growth 
that reaches everybody.”

The leaders also discussed efforts 
to combat drug trafficking and 
other transnational crimes under 
a U.S. program launched in 2009 
dubbed the Caribbean Basin Secu-
rity Initiative. More than $200 mil-
lion in funding has been committed 
to it so far.

Biden said Washington and the 
Caribbean region should be pre-

pared to counter upticks in drug 
trafficking if smuggling routes 
swing back heavily to the islands. 
The Caribbean in the 1980s was the 
main smuggling route to the U.S. 
mainland, but the path shifted west 
to Mexico and Central America.

“We know that as other nations 
in the hemisphere make strides 
against drug trafficking, the threat 

as I said may increasingly shift back 
toward the Caribbean,” he said.

Biden also disclosed that Wash-
ington and Trinidad recently signed 
a memorandum on launching a 
renewable energy research center 
in the country for the whole Carib-
bean region.

“There’s probably no group of 
nations better situated to take 

advantage of renewable energy pos-
sibilities than here in the Carib-
bean,” he said.

Caribbean Community leaders 
raised the matter of criminals being 
sent by the U.S. back to their native 
lands in the region. The matter has 
been a major issue on the Carib-
bean’s diplomatic agenda for years.

The U.S. has deported thousands 
of convicted criminals to the Car-
ibbean annually since 1996, when 
Congress mandated that every 
non-citizen sentenced to a year or 
more in prison be kicked out the 
U.S. upon release. As it stands now, 
home countries are told only why 
an offender is deported due to rules 
preventing the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agency 
from sharing more details without 
permission first from federal or state 
entities.

Haitian President Michel Mar-
telly, chairman of the Caribbean 
Community, said regional leaders 
“repeated our plea for information 
sharing with respect to criminal 
deportees.”

Officials also spoke to Biden about 
their concerns regarding generous 
U.S. subsidies to the rum indus-
try in its Caribbean territories that 
regional distillers worry will drive 

some island labels out of business 
or force them to sell out to global 
beverage corporations.

Trinidad Prime Minister Kalmla 
Persad-Bissessar said regional gov-
ernments have been invited to view 
U.S. Navy vessels that are being 
decommissioned to see if the craft 
can be used to patrol the borders of 
the Caribbean Sea.

Trinidad’s government also dis-
closed that it has ratified a “status of 
forces agreement” with Washington 
spelling out legal protections and 
obligations of U.S. forces during 
temporary stays. It says the agree-
ment can’t be the basis for any U.S. 
base in Trinidad and there are no 
provisions for other facilities used by 
American troops on the islands.

Trinidad and Tobago, a two-island 
nation off Venezuela’s coast, was the 
second stop on Biden’s three-nation 
trip in the region.  It is the most 
industrialized country in the Carib-
bean and one of its most prosper-
ous, thanks to a wealth of natural 
gas that make it a major fuel sup-
plier for the U.S. and other nations.

Biden arrived Monday night from 
Colombia, where he met with Presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos. His next 
stop will be Brazil, where he will 
conclude his six-day trip.

Biden signs U.S. trade pact with Caribbean Community

Vice President Joe Biden, left, listens to Trinidad & Tobago’s Prime 
Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar during their meeting at the Dip-
lomatic Center in St. Anns, Trinidad, Tuesday, May 28, 2013.   
 AP Photo/Anthony Harris
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OFFER VALID 5/31-6/2/2013. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM FOR DETAILS.

EXTRA 2O% OFF

WOW! PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & 

CLEARANCE APPAREL! 
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL  
FOR HIM, HER & KIDS; PLUS, FINE & FASHION JEWELRY  

EXTRA 15% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE SHOES,  
COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, INTIMATES; SUIT SEPARATES 

& SPORTCOATS FOR HIM & SELECT HOME ITEMS 
Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, athletic shoes for him, 
her & kids, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, 

watches, cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous 
purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, 

services. Exclusions may differ on macys.com. Cannot be combined with any 
savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new 

Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. 
OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

VALID 5/31-6/2/2013

SUPER SATURDAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 5/31-6/2/2013. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food &
wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.
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What are charter schools? 
Charter schools are free public 
schools open to all students. 
They have a 5-year contract 
with a NYS authorizer, and 
if they don’t perform well they 
are closed.

How do they operate?
Charter schools are independent 
of the NYC Department of 
Education. This gives them 
freedom to use new teaching 
approaches, and even have longer 
school days and school years.

Learn more about charter schools at 
what.arecharterschools.com

NYC charter 
schools

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Serving the Caribbean Community  

for Over 25 Years
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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By Susan Beane, M.D.
Today’s fragmented health-

care system has left some gaps 
in care that are now being filled 
by family caregivers. More and 
more, family caregivers are per-
forming medical tasks for loved 
ones and becoming important 
partners in the care process.

“Family caregivers are the 
glue that holds everything 
together,” says Mary Jean McK-
eveny R.N., Director of Program 
Development, Dominican Sisters 
Family Health Service. “Caregiv-
ers are the silent care coordina-
tors, but they’re not necessarily 
being engaged in the discharge 
planning process across all care 
settings. They are a key partner 
in really improving the qual-
ity of care being provided to the 
patient.”

Certified home healthcare 
agencies like the Dominican 
Sisters Family Health Service 
hire nurses, physical therapists, 
occupational therapists, social 
workers, and home health aides 
to help patients and their family 
caregivers in the home once they 
leave the hospital. 

The AARP Public Policy Insti-
tute and the United Hospital 
Fund, in a first of its kind nation-
al survey, recently reported that 
almost half (46 percent) of fam-
ily caregivers perform nursing 
tasks for care recipients with 
long-term physical and mental 
conditions. These tasks include 
managing multiple medications, 
providing wound care, preparing 
food for special diets, using mon-

itors, and operating specialized 
medical equipment. These tasks 
were on top of helping with daily 
activities like eating, bathing, 
and dressing. And most telling 
of all, most caregivers said that 
they received little or no training 
to perform these nursing tasks.

This report recommends that 
accrediting and standard-setting 
organizations should strengthen 
their oversight of how well insti-
tutions meet family caregiver 
needs and require steps to fill in 
their gaps in training.

Mary Jean McKeveny says that 
40 to 80 percent of the medical 
information that patients receive 
is forgotten right away, and near-
ly half of the information that 
they remember is actually incor-
rect. This is why she says her 
organization uses the “teach-
back” or “show me” method to 
provide education. This meth-
od lets the caregiver repeat in 
their own words what is said 
by the physician to make sure 
they know what to do to provide 
their family member with care. 
“Healthcare professionals often 
use jargon or terms that are 
unfamiliar to people,” Mary Jean 
adds, “and we need to speak the 
language that people can under-
stand.”

Mary Jean suggests families 
seek out and research organiza-
tions online that provide neces-
sary care support. Home health 
agencies like hers can connect 
families to a combination of 
medical services and community 

By Kate Whalen &Ian Davie   
Members of the Legal Servic-

es Staff Association (LSSA), the 
union representing over 200 
attorneys, paralegals, secretar-
ies, process servers, and other 
professionals employed with 
Legal Services NYC (LSNYC), 
recently rejected manage-
ment’s contract proposal which 
demanded unprecedented cuts 
to health care and retirement 
benefits. Employees at LSNYC, 
the nation’s largest provider of 
low-income civil legal services, 
are on strike for the first time 
in nearly 20 years.

“The employees of LSNYC 
have committed themselves to 
anti-poverty advocacy on behalf 
of low-income and elderly New 
York City residents,” said Melis-
sa Roman, a paralegal with 
LSNYC’s Queens-Long Island 
City office. “It saddens each of 
us that LSNYC management 
has forced us into this posi-
tion.”

Employees have been work-
ing without a contract since 

July 1, 2012. An overwhelm-
ing majority of the member-
ship rejected LSNYC’s pro-
posal, which demanded finan-
cially unnecessary concessions 
including significant cuts to 
health care coverage for par-
ticularly vulnerable members 
and families, higher employee 
payments to health care premi-
ums, a 29% reduction to 403(b) 
retirement contributions, and 
zero cost of living increases to 
salaries.

In the waning hours of nego-
tiations, the union made an 
unprecedented offer to pay 
2% of member salaries toward 

health care. The union’s solu-
tion, aimed at preventing pro-
posed cuts from falling prima-
rily on the organization’s sick-
est and lower-income members, 
was flatly rejected by manage-
ment.

At the heart of the strike is 
a dispute concerning the direc-
tion of LSNYC and the quality 
of services to the organization’s 
thousands of clients. LSNYC 
attorneys and members worry 
that management’s proposed 
cuts would undermine the 
organization’s model of retain-
ing experienced advocates, in 
turn diminishing the direct 
legal services provided to cli-
ents.

“Maintaining high quality 
legal services for our clients is 
of chief concern for us,” said 
Sonja Shield, an attorney with 
LSNYC’s Brooklyn office. “We 
want to gain the experience to 
ensure that we are the most 
effective advocates for social 
justice. That is simply not pos-

Family caregivers: 
tools for better care
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Legal Services employees 
say no deal

By Julie Gunlock & 
Angela Logomasini

WASHINGTON, D.C. –  In a 
continued effort to counteract the 
culture of alarmism, the Independ-
ent Women’s Forum drafted a coa-
lition letter, signed by 23 promi-
nent pro-freedom organizations, to 
call out a misinformed assault on 
chemicals, retailers, and consum-
ers. The letter, sent to the nation’s 
10 largest retailers, urges them to 
stand firm against the anti-sci-
ence “Mind the Store” campaign’s 
demands that stores rid shelves of 
thousands of common, safe con-
sumer products.

The radical environmental 
organization at the helm of the 
“Mind the Store” campaign is noto-

rious for relying on junk science 
to spread fear and misinformation 
about chemicals. Removing popu-
lar and safe products from store 
shelves will do nothing to improve 
public health.  

Members of this coalition share 
a commitment to identifying false 
alarmism, flawed science, and 
manufactured hysteria and provid-
ing a reasonable voice to coun-
teract efforts to limit consumer 
choices, stifle free-enterprise, and 
take away our freedoms.

Julie Gunlock, director of the 
Culture of Alarmism project at 
the Independent Women’s Forum 
issued the following statement:

Mothers have had enough of 
the fear mongering from the anti-

science, anti-progress Left.  In this 
economy, moms certainly don’t 
need peddlers of junk science to 
make products less safe, more 
expensive, and harder to find.  As 
a mother of three young children, I 
want products that work well, last 
long, and are readily available. The 
“Mind the Store” campaign is mis-
leading Moms into believing only 
products free of chemicals can be 
considered safe. That simply isn’t 
true. 

Moms must resist the alarmism 
and remember that one reason chil-
dren are safer today is because of 
innovations, including chemicals, 
that make products better.  These 
chemicals shield children from real 

Women’s forum decries alarmism

“The employees 
of LSNYC have 

committed 
themselves to anti-

poverty advocacy on 
behalf of low-income 
and elderly New York 

City residents.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Edi-
tor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address and telephone 
number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or withheld 
on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.

Continued on Page 12
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Continued on Page 32
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In Trinidad and Tobago, where 
folks  have by now gotten used to 
eruptions on the political front 
occurring with dizzying speed, the 
latest attention-grabber for politi-
cians, plebes and all others was what 
the local scribes dubbed Emailgate.  
Opposition Leader Dr. Keith Rowley 
disclosed in Parliament a bunch of 
emails, very incriminating of  the 
government, that were purportedly 
exchanged among members of the 
administration  of Prime Minister 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar, including 
the lady herself. Rowley, we learned, 
came into possession of the alleg-
edly “hot” material months ago and 
handed copies of them over to then 
President Maxwell Richards, who in 
turn passed them on to the Integrity 
Commission. Seeing nothing come 
of all this as time went by, Rowley 
apparently decided that making the 
existence of the alleged emails pub-
lic and making this the basis of a 
no-confidence motion against the 
government, was the way to go.

 The emails  generally concerned 
the infamous Section 34 scandal, 
in which the government had sur-
reptitiously pulled out and presented 
for proclamation by the president 
one highly controversial section of 
a piece of legislation, the president 

dumbfoundingly obliging.  Specula-
tion naturally centered on  wheth-
er the emails were authentic. And 
media commentators’ (that’s media, 
not “media”) takes on the issue made 
for an eclectic mix. As for example 
in the  country’s largest-circulation 
daily, the Express, where Raffique 
Shah concluded the emails had to 
be bogus, reasoning that the reck-
lessness of communicating about 
the documents’ explosive content 
via email  was a stretch  he couldn’t 
bring himself to think the govern-
ment players capable of…albeit that 
recklessness and the government, 
Shah must know, have been shown 
to be committed bedfellows. Fel-
low columnist Michael Harris was 
all over Rowley, whether the emails 
prove valid or otherwise, for his 
move in going public with the stuff 
without first getting professional 
verification of its authenticity.     

But it was the perspective of 
Sunity Maharaj, whose fix on social 
dynamics in her midst seems always 
super-sharp, that most insightfully 
took Emailgate’s measure. “The cor-
ruption is now so comprehensive,” 
Maharaj said, “from top to bottom, 
that we’re likely to find no institu-
tion…no one that will lead us to 
the  truth  about Emailgate.” Which 

served as preamble to: “The frighten-
ing thing…is not whether the con-
versations actually happened – that 
we might never know – but that in 
this country it could very well have 
happened.” Maharaj detailed mat-
ters allegedly discussed in Rowley’s 
bundle and showed where, in each 
instance, no great leap was required 
to dial up the reality version. Regard-
ing the involvement of Bissessar her-
self, Maharaj said: “Given the prime 
minister’s handling of the Section 
34 imbroglio, acting as judge and 
jury in a matter in which she should 
have been the key person investi-
gated, how hard is it to imagine her 
as part of a cover-up?”  

Indeed Bissessar, along the way of 
her now three-year-old administra-
tion, has resorted to an above-the-
fray buffer against implication that 
has oftentimes been much open to 
question. In the appalling abuse of 
power that was Section 34, she was 
playing that card again, the script 
including the justice minister walk-

ing the plank in a Bissessar charade 
that couldn’t possibly have conned 
too many.  Early on she claimed, not 
very plausibly, unawareness  of the 
goings-on surrounding what came 
to notoriety as the Reshmi affair, in 
which an unqualified young woman 
was being made head of one of the 
main security agencies. 

There have been times, though, 
when “I  didn’t know” wasn’t an 
option. Bissessar certainly knew 
that even if not spelled out in law, 
there was something fundamentally 
wrong in principle in making Jack 
Warner a member of her cabinet 
while he remained a vice president 
of FIFA.  She certainly knew, sub-
sequently, that  there was too much 
of a dirty-dealing cloud over Warner 
for his assuming the national secu-
rity portfolio not to have hiccups. 
She certainly knew that even if, 
again,  not forbidden by law, nomi-
nating herself and her attorney gen-
eral for senior counsel status (the 
vaunted “silk”) wasn’t a cool thing 
to do. And she certainly knows that 
her government has engaged in a 
rampant nepotism in hiring and 
contracting that has become down-
right ugly. Express columnist Keith 
Subero recently noted that, “every 
sector appears to have been vulgar-

ized by the appointments of friends 
and family of the government.”

Bissessar vigorously pounded 
away at Rowley, as political combat-
ants are wont to do, responding to 
what he laid in the Parliament. But 
in light of the brazenly corrupt trail 
her government has marched in its 
three years on the job, some of the 
characterizations and lines of attack 
the prime minister opted for man-
date a double-take reaction, consid-
ering the source. No one who had 
been participant in, or subscriber 
to, or mastermind of Section 34 or 
Reshmi, or awarding silk to self or 
the whole sordid Jack Warner saga  
should tap into an attack line like: 
“O what a tangled web they weave 
when first they conspire to deceive.” 
A line like, “This is what I see as a 
conspiracy of deception” should be 
off-limits to members of the Bisses-
sar government. Ditto, “It is impos-
sible to defend the indefensible.” 
Ditto, “What goes around comes 
around.” Ditto, anyone else’s cred-
ibility being “totally shot and gone.” 
The nerve! 

If she’s the legal eagle she claims 
to be, the prime minister surely 
can avail herself of other slings and 
arrows that won’t call attention to 
her own glass-house dwelling.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

This glass-house dweller dispenses with caution
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HAVE  YOU HAD YOUR  
ANNUAL EXAM?

9/11 Workers and Volunteers  
should be seen for their free and confidential  

monitoring exams every 12 months.

ARE YOU OVERDUE?
KEEP TRACK–COME BACK!

For further information call (888) 982-4748

www.CDC.gov/wtc
WTC Health Program

Services Available at Clinical Centers of Excellence in Manhattan, Queens,  
Brooklyn, Staten Island, Long Island, and New Jersey. 

sible if we are unable to pur-
sue sustainable careers in 
direct legal services.” LSSA’s 
220 members employed 
at LSNYC represent thou-
sands of low-income and 
elderly New York City resi-
dents each year. 

LSNYC’s proposed cuts 
to employee benefits, and 
the feared effects on client 
services, come in the face 
of disputed fiscal circum-
stances. Despite LSNYC’s 
pessimistic claims of fund-
ing cuts from the nation-
wide Legal Services Cor-
poration, the organization 
expects a working capital 
surplus of $10.5 million at 
the end of 2013 and does 
not expect significant lay-
offs until 2015. Manage-
ment’s lead negotiator has 
also indicated that LSNYC 
can conservatively expect 
additional working capital 
increases of $2 to $3 million 
per year. Both sides have 
proposed a two-year con-
tract that would expire June 
30, 2014, leaving time to 
negotiate depending upon 
actual funding outcomes.

Meanwhile, despite exag-
gerated claims of budget 
shortfalls, LSNYC has faced 
criticism from the union 
for its low ratio of advo-
cates to high-salary manag-
ers. While LSNYC currently 
employees only three union 
members for each higher-
salary manager, the Legal 
Aid Society has an advo-
cacy-oriented ratio of five 
employees to each manager. 
Because of LSNYC’s alloca-
tion, skewed toward man-

agement, just slightly over 
half of LSNYC’s budget pays 
for front-line case-handling 
staff. LSNYC has refused to 
address the management to 
staff ratios, or discuss any 
commitment to proportion-
al layoffs should such steps 
become necessary in the 
future. The union estimates 
this proposal would save 
approximately $1.5 million 
per year, while preserving 
vital services to low-income 
families and the elderly.

LSNYC clients expressed 
worries about the proposed 
givebacks and voiced sup-
port for union members on 
strike. “I am fully behind 
the attorneys, paralegals, 
and staff on strike, and I 
worry that these cuts would 
deprive people in my situ-
ation of quality advocacy” 
said Alicia Moore, a former 
client in LSNYC’s Brook-
lyn office. “When I was fac-
ing eviction, and was una-
ble to afford a lawyer, the 
employees of Legal Services 
were there. Their expertise 
helped me every step of the 
way. These employees are 
experienced and dedicated 
to serving our community, 
and they deserve a fair con-
tract.”

Employees have also 
questioned the tactics of 
LSNYC’s bargaining team, 
led by Executive Director 
Raun Rasmussen, Joseph 
Genova (partner at Milbank, 
Tweed, Hadley and McCloy), 
and Michael Young (JAMS). 
After members set a May 1 
contract proposal deadline 
- with a goal of educat-
ing themselves in order to 
make an informed decision 

on May 15 - management 
failed to supply full written 
details of the proposal until 
the day before the vote. Just 
hours later, near the close of 
business on May 14, LSNYC 
proposed adding various 
conditions in exchange for 
a possible lump-sum res-
toration of retirement ben-
efits. Union members also 
rejected this supplemental 
proposal today. Meanwhile, 
LSNYC began threatening 
to drop all union mem-
bers from their health care 
coverage in the event of a 
strike. Members emphasize 
the importance of a con-
tract that allows them to 
continue their careers while 
raising families and plan-
ning for their futures. “The 
proposed cuts will likely 
cost my family an addition-
al $450 per month, totaling 
$5,400 a year in health care 
costs, and my son’s speech 
therapist would become 
prohibitively expensive due 
to increased deductibles 
and out-of-pocket expens-
es,” said Terry Lawson, staff 
attorney with Legal Serv-
ices NYC-Bronx. “LSNYC’s 
proposed cuts threaten our 
financial security in jobs 
that we love, in which we 
have already made substan-
tial sacrifices. We’re asking 
our management to resolve 
this strike by giving us a 
fair contract that doesn’t 
make cuts at the expense of 
our most vulnerable mem-
bers.”

Contact:   
Kate Whalen, (602) 432-

5386, kmwhalen@gmail.com
Ian Davie, (917) 751-5992, 

iandavie@gmail.com          

AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

Employees reject management’s 
healthcare, retirement proposals 

Tools for caregivers
support services to provide 
a successful transition from 
the hospital to the home. 

“I would say to family 
caregivers—absolutely look 
into the organizations that 

support family caregivers 
at a community level like 
the United Hospital Fund 
and the Transitions In 
Care-Quality Improvement 
Learning Collaborative,” 
she says. “They have online 

support and have informa-
tion in understandable ways 
to provide the next step in 
care. They have tools in all 
different languages that 
really help family caregiv-
ers.”  

Continued from page 10 

Continued from page 10 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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FRESH START
HOME RESOURCE EXPO

Bridge Street Development Corporation

presented by

Saturday, June 15, 2013 
10:00 am–3:00 pm

Bedford Stuyvesant  
Restoration Plaza 
1368 Fulton Street  
(Under the Tent on Herkimer Street)  
Brooklyn, New York

Call 718-636-7596 x14 
or visit www.bsdcorp.org for more 
information and to pre-register for  
our free RAFFLE DRAWINGS &  
GIVE-AWAYS!

�50 ��S� �i�t Card Ra�e Ever	 Hour


HE�P us HE�P 	ou to  
get a FRESH S��R�


Special guest  
WWRL Progressive Radio Host 

Mark Riley
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Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

END FOOT PAIN!
Improve Appearance! Why Suffer? Get Help!

The Most Advanced Techniques for Bunion and Hammertoe Correction 
No Pain - Minimally Invasive - Less Trauma - Quick Recovery

REPAIR
PERMANENTLY:

1636 E 14th Street, Suite 105
Bet. Kings Highway & Ave. P

Brooklyn, NY 11229
All City Family Health Care - AFHC

Ambulatory Surgery Center
3632 Nostrand Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-332-4409

65-08 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

718-326-7771

All City Family Health Care - AFHC

3632 Nostrand Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11229

CALL TODAY
(718) 336-1800

Accredited by the Joint Commission

The bot toms of my heels hur t al l day, but i t ’s worse when  
I s tep out of bed in the morning (or when I get up from  
a s i t t ing posit ion.)
I have a large bump behind my big toe (bunion) which is
always red and enlarged.
The sides of my toenails dig into the skin and hurt
I have corns on my toes which get thicker no mat ter what 
shoes I wear.
My toes aren’t straight-they are al l bent and rotated
My toenails are streaked, discolored and thickened.

If any of these apply... Call today!

Introducing Dr. Howard Frank, Board Certified

By Nelson A. King 
The United States claims 

that Rastafarians, Voudou 
practitioners and Muslims 
are discriminated against 
in Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) countries. 

In its International Reli-
gious Freedom Report for 
2012, the Department of 
State says these are more 
pronounced in Haiti, Jamai-
ca, Trinidad and Tobago, and 
the Bahamas.

The report says while 
there were no reports of 
abuses of religious freedom 
in Haiti, some members of 
the Vodou and Muslim com-
munities “complained they 
did not enjoy the same legal 
protections as Christians.”

Vodous, which is widely 
practiced in Haiti, is often 
blended with elements 
of other religions, usual-
ly Catholicism, the report 
says. 

It says the leader of a 
prominent multidenomina-
tional group reports half the 
Haitian population practices 
some form of Vodou. 

The report says Vodou 
leaders and civil society rep-
resentatives expressed con-
cern that the May passage of 
a constitutional amendment 
could again criminalize the 
practice of Vodou and lead 
to increased discrimination 
against Vodou adherents. 

But the report says gov-
ernment officials, including 
the prime minister, imme-
diately responded to these 
concerns and stressed that 
the new amendment would 
not limit the freedom of reli-
gious expression. 

It says government offi-
cials noted that a 2003 presi-
dential decree recognizing 
Vodou as a religious practice 
remained in force. 

Washington says, in Octo-
ber and November, govern-
ment officials met “numer-
ous times” with Vodou lead-
ers and practitioners “to 
assuage lingering concerns,” 
adding that “there were no 
reports of discrimination 
against the Vodou commu-
nity arising from the May 
constitutional amendment.” 

The report says that 

some Muslim religious lead-
ers claimed that the Hai-
tian government was reluc-
tant to recognize Islam, and 
that Muslims married in a 
religious ceremony did not 
receive the same govern-
ment recognition accorded 
to Christians who married 
in the church.

The Muslim leaders com-
plained that religious cer-
emonies could obtain gov-
ernment recognition only 
through a civil court. 

According to the State 
Department, the press 
reports a “growing number” 
of Muslims in Haiti since 
the January 12, 2010 earth-
quake, citing an estimate of 
2,000 to 10,000.

It says the authorities 
generally permitted prison-
ers and detainees to prac-
tice their religions freely and 
to request access to a Prot-
estant minister, a Catholic 
priest, a Vodou leader, or a 
Muslim cleric. 

But the report says while 
society generally was toler-
ant of the variety of religious 
practices, citizens’ atti-
tudes toward Vodou “ranged 
from acceptance as part of 
the culture to rejection as 
incompatible with Christi-
anity.” 

It says the growing vis-
ibility of Islam after the 
2010 earthquake expanded 
local perceptions of religious 
diversity and “demonstrated 
the need for more sustained 
interfaith partnership to 
address the country’s devel-
opmental challenges.”

The report says that Reli-
gions for Peace and the 
Interfaith Council of Chris-
tian, Muslim, and Vodou 
groups conducted a series 
of interfaith dialogues on 
cholera awareness and the 
importance of the Creole 
language in promoting reli-
gious understanding.

In Jamaica, the State 
Department says there were 
reports of societal discrim-
ination based on religious 
affiliation, belief, or practice, 
stating that  Rastafarians 
alleged the overwhelmingly 
Christian population dis-
criminated against them, 

“although there were signs 
of increasing acceptance. 

“Rastafarians said that 
elements of their religion, 
such as wearing dreadlocks 
and smoking marijuana, 
presented serious barriers to 
their ability to find employ-
ment and achieve profes-
sional status in the official 
economy,” the report says.

It cites a Rastafarian 
group, the Church of Haile 
Selassie I, which it says 
continued to seek religious 
incorporation “for the 15th 
year without success.

“Some Parliamentar-
ians maintained Parlia-
ment should continue to 
deny incorporation because 
church members used mari-
juana, which was illegal, 
in religious services,” the 
report says, adding that “the 
church asserted this was 
not the case and indicated it 
used legal herbs.” 

The report also says that 
Rastafarians continued to 
allege that law enforcement 
officials unfairly targeted 
them. 

However, the report says 
it was not clear whether 
the reported discrimination 
was based on religious belief 
or was due to the group’s 
alleged illegal use of mari-
juana as part of religious 
practice.

 With the exception of the 
concerns raised by Rastafar-
ians, the State Department 
says there were no other 
reports of societal abuses or 
discrimination based on reli-
gious affiliation, belief, or 
practice in Jamaica. 

It says the U.S. embassy 
in Kingston, the Jamaican 
capital, “engaged with and 
encouraged dialogue” among 
religious groups, including 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, 
and Rastafarians, “as part of 
its overall efforts to promote 
religious freedom.” 

During a three-month 
state of emergency declared 
by Parliament in 2011, the 
report notes that authori-
ties in Trinidad and Tobago 
arrested 16 Muslim men who 
were allegedly plotting to 
assassinate the prime min-

Rastas, Muslims and 
Voudon complain about 

denial of protections

Continued on Page 42
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Hospital, has told a magistrate that she 
was transporting the drug to support her 
family.

Shanique Ameike Hyman, of 90 West 
Street, Kingston, pleaded guilty to posses-
sion of cannabis, posses-
sion with intent to sup-
ply, trafficking in the drug 
and importing the drug 
when she appeared at the 
District “B” Magistrates’ Court yesterday.

Magistrate Laurie-Ann Smith-Bovell 
sentenced the drug mule to 12 months on 
each charge to run concurrently.

In relating the case against Hyman, 
prosecutor Sergeant Wendell Greenidge 
told the court that she arrived in Barba-
dos on Friday from Trinidad. She cleared 
Immigration and was subsequently inter-
viewed by the police.

She was arrested and taken to the hos-
pital and examined by a doctor where she 
confessed that she was pregnant. This was 
also confirmed by ultrasound.

The young woman also admitted that 
she had ingested drugs and tests revealed 
that there were foreign matters in her 
digestive system.

Hyman was detained in Ward C6 where 
she passed out 17 packages of marijuana, 
weighing half a pound.

The quantity was valued at $2 000.
Hyman apologized to the court and said 

she was offered money to transport the 

drugs and she did it in order to support 
herself and her family. (MB)

Trinidad and Tobago
Trinidad and Tobago being placed on 

a US Trade Representative (USTR) watch 
list.

In a report released on May 1, the USTR 
said T&T had been placed on its watch 
list because of the concern that the local 
cable operator refuses to negotiate with 
the Copyright Organisation of Trinidad 
and Tobago (COTT) “for compensation for 
public performance of music, including for 
music written by Ameri-
can composers”.

“The United States is 
also concerned by ongo-
ing delays in the resolu-
tion of the long-standing litigation over 
the collection of unpaid performance roy-
alties from the same cable operator,” the 
report said.

The report requested the Government to 
take “all necessary action” for compliance 
to intellectual property rights agreements.

Speaking at the launch of the Caribbean 
Investment Forum at the Hyatt Regency 
(Trinidad) hotel in Port of Spain, Trade 
Minister Vasant Bharath said he was aware, 
through news reports, of the situation but 
did not have details, and would therefore 
need to be apprised of the situation by COTT.

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
WEDDING BANQUETS

and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)

Dad needs a r ide to the doctor tomorrow,
but you can’t  miss work again. 

We know what you’re  
going through. And we can help. 

Our Managed Long-Term Care plan 

provides Dad with the services he 

needs to live at home – assistance 

with bathing, dressing, meals, rides  

to the doctor and much more.  

We have years of experience helping 

people with Medicaid navigate  

this  process  and a  website  

that makes it easy to understand.  

Visit us soon!

1 - 8 0 0 - 9 5 0 - 7 6 7 9  t o l l  f r e e ,  8 A M - 6 P M

healthplus.amerigroup.com/mltc 
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Sponsored by

Sunday, June 2nd 11:30AM-2:00PM
Times Square - Between 47th & 46th St

FOOD,FUN & GIVEAWAYS!

Performances by

www.stmaryskids.org/broadwayrocks
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Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

718-996-5600
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI
P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.
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Many women are concerned 
about their appearance, and 
often the size of their bust is a 
cause for their concern. Those 
who seek a more curvaceous 
bustline have different options 
beyond surgery to achieve 
their desired looks.

What determines 
breast size?

Upon the arrival of adoles-
cence and puberty, many of 
the physical changes that set 
females apart from males take 
place. Estrogen, progesterone, 
and prolactin are three female 
hormones that largely deter-
mine the variation in sizes and 
appearance of the breasts.

The genetic blueprint that 
females inherit play a role in 
determining a woman’s bust 
size. There’s a good chance 
that girls whose relatives are 
busty will have ample busts as 
well, and girls whose relatives 
have smaller busts will likely 
follow suit.

Other factors play a role 
in breast size. For example, 
the amount of glandular tissue 

that forms can dictate breast 
size. Also, because the breasts 
are largely comprised of fat, 
changes in a woman’s body 
weight can impact bust size.

Increasing bust size
According to research by 

the British magazine Expert 
Beauty, almost 50 percent of 
women considering cosmet-
ic treatments would like to 
improve the size or shape of 
their bust. Strong feelings 
against breast surgery force 
many women to seek nonsur-
gical options to improve the 
look and size of their bust. 
There are different techniques 
to try, which can have varied 
results. Here are some of those 
methods.

• Padded bras: Bras that 
have padded cups are one of 
the easiest ways to increase 
bust size. Many manufactur-
ers offer padded styles, some of 
which have removable or lay-
erable cups that can decrease 
or add just as much size as you 
desire. These bras look seam-
less under clothing.

• Bra inserts: There are dif-
ferent inserts that you can add 
to your own bra to perk up 
your bust size. Some retailers 
offer pump-up bra pads that, 
at the user’s discretion, can be 

filled with air and then tucked 
inside the bra. There are also 
prefilled silicone inserts that 
are either placed inside of the 
bra or backed with adhesive 

When patients come into a hospital 
in pain, they’re often asked a version of 
the same question: “On a scale of zero 
to 10, with zero being ‘not painful at all’ 
and 10 being ‘the worst pain you can 
possibly imagine, how would you rate 
your pain?’ ” There’s one condition that 
almost universally receives an emphatic 
response of “10”— an impassible kidney 
stone. 

Kidney stones are solid masses of tiny 
crystals that can form when substances 
in the urine become highly concentrated 
over time. 

A kidney stone sometimes passes 
through the body with little or no dis-
comfort, but if it becomes lodged in 
the urinary tract, blocking the flow of 
urine, the pain that results in the back 
or lower abdomen can be excruciating. 

Fortunately, many kidney stones 
can now be dissolved with a technique 
called extracorporeal shock-wave 
lithotripsy. 

“By generating shockwaves with a 
constant intensity from one firing to the 
next, we are able to quickly pulverize 
kidney stones into small pieces, which 
can more easily travel through the uri-
nary tract and pass from the body,” said 
Dr. Ivan Grunberger, director of urology 
at New York Methodist Hospital. 

“This means that a higher number of 
patients will be stone-free after the first 
treatment,” he continued.

During the procedure, the lithotripter 
generates high-powered sound-waves 
that target the stone, breaking it into 
small pieces.

“With the advantages of the latest 
ultrasound technology to locate the 
stones, and the ability to generate con-
sistent shockwaves, we can treat lithot-
ripsy patients with more precision and 
accuracy than ever before,” said Dr. 
Grunberger. 

“The pain from a kidney stone may 
often be a 10, but NYM’s treatments for 
kidney stones have firmly been turned 
up to 11,” he continued.

For referral to a urologist at New 
York Methodist Hospital, call the hospi-
tal’s Physician Referral Service at (718) 
499–CARE or go to New York Methodist 
Hospital’s website, www.nym.org, and 
click on “Find a Doctor.”

New York 
Methodist 

breaks
kidney stone

Women do not need to go under the knife to increase breast 
size. 

Women have more options for 
breast cancer surgery

By Marilynn Marchione
Associated Press 

One of the world’s most 
glamorous women had an op-
eration that once was terribly 
disfi guring — removal of both 
breasts. But new approaches 
are dramatically changing 
breast surgeries, whether to 
treat cancer or to prevent it, as 

Angelina Jolie just chose to do. 
As Jolie said, “the results can 
be beautiful.”

Jolie revealed that she had 
a double mastectomy and re-
construction with implants be-
cause she carries a gene muta-
tion that puts her at high risk 
of developing breast cancer.

For women who already 

have the disease, the choice 
used to be whether to have 
the lump or the whole breast 
removed. Now there are more 
options that allow faster treat-
ment, smaller scars, fewer 
long-term side effects and bet-
ter cosmetic results. It has led 
to a new specialty — “oncoplas-

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Ways to 

ENHANCE 
YOUR BUST 
without surgery

Continued on page 24

Continued on page 24

Actress Angelina Jolie had 
a double mastectomy after 
learning she has a gene that 
made it likely she could get 
breast cancer. AP / Evan Agostini
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Park Health Center
46th

Anniversary

1967 – 2013

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Many women are on an 
eternal quest to enhance their 
beauty, spending thousands of 
dollars each year on cosmetics 
or hair care products to emu-
late the pictures they see in 
leading beauty magazines. 

Studies going back to 1995 
have determined that it can 
take only a few minutes of 
looking at a beauty magazine 
to cause most women to feel de-
pressed, guilty, and shameful. 
In the 1980s, models weighed 
about eight percent less than 
the average woman. But to-
day’s models weigh 25 percent 
less on average, establishing 
a standard that many women 
cannot meet without sacrifi c-
ing their health. But models 
and celebrities have entire 
teams devoted to making them 
look attractive, sometimes 
spending hours receiving cos-

metic applications from stylists 
and makeup artists.

Women struggling to live 
up to unrealistic standards can 
look beyond many makeup and 
cosmetic fi xes to bring out their 
beauty. There are many differ-
ent strategies that have stood 
the test of time.

• Confi dence: A woman who 
exudes confi dence and secu-
rity about how she looks may 
come off as more attractive. By 
comparison, women who hide 
behind layers of clothing or 
makeup may seem like they’re 
trying to disguise their true 
selves. Walking with your head 
held high into a room can cer-
tainly have all eyes pointing in 
your direction for the right rea-
sons.

• Good posture: Standing 
up straight can improve your 
health and your appearance. 

Stooping posture has long been 
associated with old age, and 
symptoms of frailty and lack of 
energy. Simply standing tall can 
elongate the body, making it ap-
pear slender and helping to por-
tray a younger appearance.

• Healthy hair: Hair sends 
a message to others about how 
much you care about your ap-
pearance, as it is one of the most 
visible aspects of your appear-
ance. Many people suffer with 
hair issues that can be remedied 
with different techniques. Dry 
unmanageable hair may be the 
result of inadequate scalp stimu-
lation. In such instance, the oils 
of the scalp need to be spread to 
the hair shaft to improve hair’s 
appearance and health. Too of-
ten women do not spend enough 
time brushing or massaging the 
scalp to induce oil distribution. 
While 100 strokes with a brush 

is not necessary, a thorough 
brushing each day can help.

• Skin care: Women often 
turn to cosmetic products as 
fast fi xes to beauty woes. While 
many manufacturers present 
their products as the miracle 
fi x women were looking for, 
most beauty items do not offer 
the fresh-from-the-plastic-sur-
geon’s-offi ce effect. In reality, 
expensive products may not 
work any better than inexpen-
sive ones. For decades people 
have relied on petroleum jelly as 
a versatile skincare product. It 
has been used to accelerate heal-
ing in the skin, as a moisturizer, 
as a protectant from weather el-
ements and even as a lip balm. 
You should try petroleum jelly 
to prevent wrinkles or add mois-
ture to troubled skin as a fi rst 
recourse over more expensive 
specialty products.

Simple ways to enhance your 
personal beauty
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Maimonides Medical Cent-
er recently hosted a one-year 
anniversary party to com-
memorate the success of one 
of its heart surgery programs. 
Patients and their families 
enjoyed a festive gathering to 
celebrate life, their surgical 
care, and the device that’s 
making this all possible — 
the left ventricular assist 
device.

 The left ventricular assist 
device program was found-
ed at Maimonides in early 
2012. As the first and only 
hospital offering this proce-
dure in Brooklyn (and one of 
only a handful in the coun-
try), Maimonides is proud 
to have transformed the 
lives of so many patients. A 
highly trained team of car-
diac surgeons, cardiologists, 
anesthesiologists, and nurses 
work together to facilitate the 
procedure. The device is an 
implant that essentially pow-
ers a failing heart suffering 
from advanced congestive 
heart failure.

“Our patients are here 
today smiling and enjoy-
ing every moment together. 
They’re talking about what 
Mets or Yankees games they 
plan on attending, which 
vacation they’re going on next 
and more,” said Dr. Norbert 
Moskovits, Co-Director of the 

program. “Before undergoing 
the LVAD procedure, these 
patients had a hard time leav-
ing their homes. It’s truly 
spectacular how drastically 
this device can improve one’s 
quality of life.”

The patients were thrilled 
and grateful to be part of this 
celebration. The afternoon 
included a photo slideshow 
of each patient as they recov-
ered from the procedure, and 
a recognition of all those 
involved.

“After receiving our accred-
itation from the Joint Com-
mission, we were inspired by 
the possibilities we knew this 
program would deliver,” said 
Dr. Paul Saunders, Co-Direc-
tor of the program. “Seeing 
our patients here today is a 
very gratifying experience. 
We’re so happy to have this 
device and the expertise to 
make a difference.”

One of the most important 
benefits of the procedure is 
that patients can return to 
most of their normal activi-
ties — they can travel abroad, 
ride in trains or airplanes, 
and drive cars. Because the 
device takes over for the fail-
ing heart, patients are once 
again able to walk for longer 
distances, climb stairs, and 
perform many other physical 
activities which would have 

previously been impossible.
Maimonides President and 

Chief Executive Officer Pame-
la S. Brier noted, “When the 
doctors approached me with 
this fascinating new program, 
they said, ‘The program will 
cost millions of dollars, but it 
will be worth it.’ And as I look 
at the healthy, energetic faces 
in this room, I know that it 
was worth every penny and 
then some.”

The afternoon contin-
ued with a celebratory cake 
and shared moments of joy 
between Maimonides staff, 
patients, and their families.

The Maimonides left ven-
tricular assist device team 
provides outstanding patient-
centered care for people 
with advanced heart failure, 
while aligning with the Joint 
Commission’s high perform-
ance standards for safe, high 
quality treatment. The team 
consists of surgeons, cardi-
ologists, nurses, and many 
others who work together to 
ensure the best possible out-
comes for our patients. 

The team is available 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week at (718) 283–5243. For 
more information about the 
program, visit www.maimo-
nidesmed.org/Heart-and-
Vascular-Center/LVADPro-
gram.aspx.

Clockwise from top left: Dr. Paul Saunders and Registered Nurse You Chung. Bot-
tom, left to right: Dr. Norbert Moskovits, holding the device, and Registered Nurse 
Lorraine Carroll.

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Maimonides heart surgery 
patients share stories



Ma
y 

31
-J

un
e 

6,
 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 2
4

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

and worn in place of a traditional bra 
when a strapless style calls for it.

• Suction devices: A suction prod-
uct might incite some skepticism, as 
some might think it’s one of those 
infomercial or gag products that really 
don’t live up to their claims. However, 
Dr. Roger Khouri, a reconstructive 
surgeon, developed the Brava Breast 
Enhancement and Shaping System 
as the first nonsurgical technique for 
increasing bust size. The breasts may 
grow up to one full cup size after 
a 10-week period. Women wear two 
plastic domes on the breast within a 
bra and the domes are hooked up to a 
battery-operated box. When the system 
is turned on, the air in the domes is 
pumped out and the breasts are sucked 
forward into the domes. It is believed 
that the suction causes the nerves and 
breast tissue to grow.

• Breast slapping: This is a Thai 
breast enhancement method that uses 
a combination of aggressive kneading 
massage and slapping to increase bust 
fullness. The technique was invented 
by Bangkok-based beautician Khem-
mikka Na Songkhla and has been 
approved by the Thai government. The 
goal is to physically transfer fat from 
the surrounding tissues of the body 
to the breasts. It usually targets fat 
on the sides of the body and abdomen 
and, though the exact technique is not 
typically found in the western world, it 
is quite popular in Thailand and other 
Asian nations.

• Breast fillers: Women who may not 
want to go under the knife may have 
no problem going under the needle. 
There is a gel that is inserted into the 
space between the breast tissue and the 
muscle wall and then molded into the 
right shape. The gel is made of purified 
hyaluronic acid, a natural substance 
found in the skin. The entire process 
takes about 45 minutes and can last 
up to a year.

tic” surgery — combining on-
cology, which focuses on cancer 
treatment, and plastic surgery 
to restore appearance.

“Cosmetics is very impor-
tant” and can help a woman re-
cover psychologically as well 
as physically, said Dr. Deanna 
Attai, a Burbank, Calif., sur-
geon who is on the board of di-
rectors of the American Society 
of Breast Surgeons. Its annual 
meeting in Chicago earlier this 
month featured many of these 
new approaches.

More women are getting che-
motherapy or hormone therapy 
before surgery to shrink large 
tumors enough to let them have 
a breast-conserving operation 
instead of a mastectomy. Fewer 
lymph nodes are being removed 
to check for cancer’s spread, 
sparing women painful arm 
swelling for years afterward.

Newer ways to rebuild 
breasts have made mastectomy a 
more appealing option for some 
women. More of them are getting 
immediate reconstruction with 
an implant at the same time the 
cancer is removed rather than 

several operations that have 
been standard for many years. 
Skin and nipples increasingly 
are being preserved for more 
natural results. Jolie, for exam-
ple, was able to keep her nipples 
and presumably her skin.

Some doctors are experiment-
ing with operating on breast tu-
mors through incisions in the 
armpit to avoid breast scars. 
There’s even a “Goldilocks” 
mastectomy for large-breasted 
women — not too much or too 
little removed, and using excess 
skin to create a “just right” natu-
ral implant.

Finally, doctors are test-
ing a way to avoid surgery alto-
gether, destroying small tumors 
by freezing them with a probe 
through the skin.

“Breast surgery has become 
more minimalistic,” said Dr. 
Shawna Willey of Georgetown’s 
Lombardi Comprehensive Can-
cer Center. “Women have more 
options. It’s much more complex 
decision-making.”

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer in women 
around the world. In the U.S. 
alone, about 230,000 new cases 
are diagnosed each year.

Most can be treated by just 
having the lump removed, but 
that requires radiation for weeks 

afterward to kill any stray can-
cer cells in the breast, plus fre-
quent mammograms to watch 
for a recurrence.

Many women don’t want 
the worry or the radiation, 
and choose mastectomy even 
though they could have less 

drastic surgery. Mastectomy 
rates have been rising. Fed-
eral law requires insurers to 
cover reconstruction for mas-
tectomy patients, and many of 
the improvements in surgery 
are aimed at making it less dis-
fi guring.

For many men and women, 
the fear of aging and the desire 
to look young as long as possi-
ble has driven scores of people 
to doctors’ offi ces around the 
country for anti-wrinkle injec-
tions. 

Since Botox received Food 
and Drug Administration ap-
proval back in April 2002, it and 
its successors have become the 
drugs of choice in wrinkle re-
duction. These treatments are 
a derivative of the botulinum 
toxin, the same bacteria that 
causes botulism. Botulinum 
toxin is one of the more pow-
erful neurotoxins discovered. 
Because it deadens nerve im-
pulses and relaxes muscles, it is 
widely used to relax the face in 
areas where wrinkles are prev-
alent, thusly reducing the ap-
pearance of wrinkles as well.

The types of facial lines that 
are most often treated with 
these products are the ones that 
appear when one is frowning or 
squinting. Frown lines, wrin-
kles on the forehead, crows feet, 

and the like are frequent treat-
ment areas. Areas on the lower 
half of the face are sometimes 
treated, but it’s controversial 
due to the risk of damaging im-
portant facial nerves.

There are potentially se-
rious risks associated with 

these wrinkle treatments. It is 
important to weigh the risks 
associated before making the 
commitment to the treatments. 
Furthermore, it is important to 
visit a qualifi ed cosmetic spe-
cialist, dermatologist or cos-
metic surgeon for the adminis-
tration of any botulinum toxin.

Pros
These procedures are rela-

tively safe when administered 
by a skilled person. They are 
known to temporarily erase 
wrinkles for three to six months. 
Many people fi nd a boost in self-
esteem after receiving a treat-
ment. Many others have got-
ten compliments about looking 
younger or happier, especially 
if wrinkles created an angry or 
sad expression to the face. In-
jections are less expensive than 
other cosmetic surgery.

Cons
As with any drug treatment, 

there are side effects that may 
negate the benefi ts of treat-

ment. These can include droop-
ing of eyelids, swelling, redness 
or bruising at injection sites, 
and infections. Faces also may 
lack emotions and limit a per-
son’s ability to communicate ef-
fectively.

It’s when the botulinum 
toxin spreads outside of the 
treatment area where severe 
side effects can occur that 
might be life threatening. 
These include all-over muscle 
weakness, hoarseness, loss of 
bladder control, problems swal-
lowing or breathing, and other 
side effects. 

Because this is a medical 
procedure, it is important to 
have a medical professional ad-
minister the product in a medi-
cal setting. “Botox parties,” 
where an unskilled technician 
performs the injections can be 
risky for all involved.

Wrinkle treatments can be 
effective, but carry with them 
some risks. Explore all the ben-
efi ts and risks prior to adminis-
tration of botulinum toxin.  

Pros and cons of anti-wrinkle injections

Injections to reduce the ap-
pearance of wrinkles are of-
ten very effective but carry 
some risks.

Continued from page 21

Options

Continued from page 21

Breasts

Rose Ragona was diagnosed with breast cancer and recently 
had a mastectomy where surgeons saved much of her skin 
and started reconstruction during the same surgery. 
 Associated Press / Carrie Antlfi nger
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OPTION 1

OTHER SUMMER ACADEMY OPTIONS

OPTION 1

CALL FOR DETAILS! 718-518-6656

Division of Continuing Education & Workforce Development

HostosCommunity
College

✔ Reading, Writing & Math ✔ Instructional Swimming ✔ Back to School Prep ✔ High School Regents Review

Thursday, June 6, 2013 6pm-8pm
120 E. 149th Street, Bronx, NY Savoy Multi-Purpose Rm.

Thursday, June 20, 2013 6pm-8pm
560 Exterior Street, Bronx NY 10451

OPEN
HOUSES

Tel 718-518-6656 Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu

560 Exterior St., Bronx, NY 10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Mon.-Thurs. July 1-Aug. 15, 2013 8am-6pm

$1,599 per child

5% discount with this ad ($80 savings)

25% sibling discount off regular registration ($400 savings)

✔ 7-week program
✔ Kids and Teens

✔ Ages 5-14
✔ Academics

✔ The Arts
✔ Recreation/Sports

COLLEGE FOR KIDS

SUMMER ACADEMY

Register Now!
Limited Space!
Payment Plan!
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COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

CAMBRIA MATHH

We make math easy!
MATH TUTION

FOR 
Algebra 1, Geometry

Algebra 2 & Trigonometry
Precalculus AND SAT

INDIVIDUAL TUITION
DR. JOSEPH VALLEY
216-04 118th Avenue, Cambria Heights

email: joval07@aol.com
CONTACT
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Everything at LIU Brooklyn
is designed to help you 
achieve your full potential.

▲ Over 200 undergraduate and 
graduate programs.

▲ Nationally recognized honors program. 

▲ Internships at top corporations 
and government agencies. 

▲ More than $170,000,000 in scholarships
and financial aid awarded annually.

APPLY FOR FALL 2013.
EXPRESS DECISION WEEK

June 3-8
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 

Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Receive an on-the-spot admission decision.

What to bring: 
High school and/or college transcripts

SAT/ACT scores (for incoming 
high school students only)

GRE/GMAT scores*

For more information: liu.edu/brooklyn/NYPost.
*Can be deferred until after enrollment for all programs in the 
School of Business and the Master of Public Health program.
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Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

By Nelson A. King 
An increasing number of stud-

ies say that the health of Car-
ibbean and other immigrants 
declines with longer years in the 
United States.  

The studies point out that the 
longer Caribbean nationals live 
in the U.S., the worse their rates 
of heart disease, high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, and mental illness, 
among others, decline. 

“Empirical evidence suggests 
that Caribbean Immigrants tend 
to have better health outcomes 
when they arrive in the U.S.A., 
and this tend to diminish the 
longer they live in the U.S.A.,” 
Dr. Janice Emanuel-Bunn, a Guy-
anese-born professor at the Uni-
versity of Phoenix, AZ told Carib-
bean Life. 

Dr. Emanuel-Bunn, also who 
heads the Brooklyn-based Action, 
Performance, Commitment (APC) 
Community Services, said her 
group has been pushing Carib-
bean immigrants to take care of 
their health in light of studies 
that point to deteriorating health 
the longer they remain in the 
U.S.

“I am convinced that Carib-
bean immigrants can experience 

greater health outcomes by eat-
ing healthy, maintaining regu-
lar exercise, reducing stress and 
having a positive outlook on life,” 
she said, noting that APC Com-
munity Services has been hold-
ing annual symposia, health fairs 
and clinics, in collaboration with 
a number of health care institu-
tions in Brooklyn, in addressing 
Caribbean health concerns.

 Dr. Carla Boutin-Foster, a Hai-
tian-born Associate Professor of 
Medicine in New York City, also 
said prospective studies of immi-
grants “demonstrate a decline 
in the health status with longer 
duration of residency in the U.S.

“Studies show that Caribbean 
blacks are less likely to rate their 
health as fair or poor than US 
born blacks,” she said. “However, 
this changes greater than four 
years in the U.S.”

Dr. Boutin-Foster attributed the 
decline to, among other things, 
the adoption of a “sedentary life-
style and unhealthy diets, loss of 
major sources of social support, 
and greater stress to acculturate 

with fewer resources.”
She said Caribbean-born resi-

dents are among the least likely 
to have access to care and to be 
uninsured, stating that, on aver-
age, 30 percent of foreign-born 
residents have Medicaid – a fed-
eral health program for families 
and individuals with low income 
and resources – compared to only 
11 percent of immigrants.

“More recently, empirical stud-
ies have shown that at least some 
immigrant groups may experi-
ence better mental health than 
U.S.-born individuals,” according 
to the American Journal of Public 
Health. 

“As they participate active-
ly in American life, immigrants 
become more similar to U.S.-born 
individuals in their mental health 
status. That is, for some immi-
grant groups, their mental health 
becomes worse as they become 
more integrated with American 
culture, values, and lifestyles,” it 
adds in a recent publication. 

“We have a time bomb that’s 
going to go off,” said Dr. Amelie 
G. Ramirez, a professor of epide-
miology and biostatistics at the 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center in San Antonio. 

“Obesity rates are increasing,” 
she added.”Diabetes is exploding.” 

Still, some studies say that Car-
ibbean and other immigrants, on 
a whole, have better health out-
comes than the American-born.

Gopal Singh, a researcher at 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, and Robert 
A. Hiatt, a professor of epidemiol-
ogy and biostatistics at the Uni-

versity of California, San Fran-
cisco, found that immigrants had 
at least a 20 percent lower overall 
cancer mortality rate than their 
American-born counterparts. 

Mortality rates from heart dis-
ease were about 16 percent lower, 
for kidney disease 18 percent 
lower, and for liver cirrhosis 24 
percent lower, Singh and Hiatt 
found. 

Studies find health decline among immigrants
HEALTH

IMMIGRATION
  

 REMOVAL/DEPORTATION – IMMIGRATION COURT
 GREEN CARD PETITIONS for Family, Fiancés 

ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS, CITIZENSHIP, INTERVIEWS

ARE YOU AN ABUSED SPOUSE?
Is your spouse refusing to file for you?  Refusing to attend the interview?

Abusing or has abused you?   We may be able to help you get your Green Card

DIVORCE – Uncontested 
REAL ESTATE - Contracts and Closings

WILLS 

Law Offices of

Sandra Robinson Kerr
728 Chauncey Street

Brooklyn, NY 11207

(347) 673-2644
(By Appointment Only)

g
S 
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, Traction, P/h/seats, MR, 

a/b, abs, pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, cd, tilt 

#68924. 13k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, cruise, p/s, leather, 
Alloys, Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

2008 BMW 528 xi
$185buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. 
Stk #64068. 33k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

per mo.
72  mos

AWD, Auto, traction, leather, alloys, 
p/d,l, ac, p/s 39k miles, #75345. 
1.99% APR, $4995 down. buy 

for

2011 INFINIT FX35 
$315per mo.

72  mos
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y
TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3000, must show 
proof of tax return. Value of car must be $10,000 or greater.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available 
on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Offers cannot be combined.  NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
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Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

ONLY 5k MILES!
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#70055

COROLLA 
LE

2010 TOYOTA

Stk# 73971, 37k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88BUY 
FOR:

ACCORD 
EX

2011 HONDA $139BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 74609, 
ONLY 5k mi! 

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PILOT EX
2009 HONDA $199BUY 

FOR:

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

MALIBU
2011 CHEVY

$99BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EQUINOX
2010 CHEVY

Stk# 65300, 4k mi.

ONLY 4k MILES!
$149BUY 

FOR:
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

C300^
2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.

$249BUY 
FOR:

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 34k miles, Stk#66784

CIVICCAMRY LE '10 HONDA'10 TOYOTA
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

RAV4 4WD
'10 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALTIMA
'12 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$12,995 SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995

BUY FOR:BUY FOR:

$9,995$9,995
2.5S

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241 Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 32k miles, Stk#77868 Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2007 Chevy Impala, 28k 42370 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2005 Nissan Quest, 60k 63458 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995 
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $11,795

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2008 BMW 528xi, 33k 64068 $15,490
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995

<<<<<<<<<

<<<<<<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Cadillac CTS, 145k 70281 $5,995
 2003 Jeep Cherokee, 136k 70605 $5,995
 2002 Mercedes C240, 112k  67680 $5,995
 2006 Dodge Stratus, 74k 67483 $5,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Chevy Cobalt, 100k 70263 $3,995
 2004 Nissan Sentra, 53k  UC16122 $3,995
 2002 Ford Escape, 97k 67450 SAVE
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2008 Toyota Corolla, 7k 43265 $6,995
 2003 BMW x5, 110k 68755 SAVE
 2008 Volkswagen Jetta, 30k 52550 SAVE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Civic Hybrid, 154k  001383 $4,995
 2005 VW Passat ndsmtr, 24k 69686 $4,995
 2005 Toyota Camry, 65k 62871 SAVE
 2003 Mercedes C240, 145k 358429 $4,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Mazda 3, 5k JU13340 $7,995
 2007 Toyota Corolla, 92k 74352 $7,995
 2006 Scion XB, 50k 76958 $7,995
 

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
  2003 Toyota Camry, 108k 67147 $2,995
 2003 Hyundai, 63k H1088 $2,995
 2001 Toyoyta Corolla, 73k 17062 $2,995
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k   73406     $2,995 
 

FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT
SELECTION&&SAVINGS

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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FOR EXCELLENT RATES
CONTACT US:

ship@econocaribe.com
www.econocaribe.com

147-46 176th Street 
Jamaica, NY 11434 

(At the back of DMV)

718-244-SHIP 

516-239-SHIP

(7447)

(7447)

JAMAICA TRINIDAD 
& TOBAGO

BAHAMAS ST. LUCIA

ANTIGUA NICARAGUA

GRENADA PUERTO
RICO

GUYANA ST. VINCENT

BARBADOS US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

BELIZE CAYMAN
ISLANDS

HAITI HAITI

DOMINICA ST. KITTS

PANAMA ST. MARTIN

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC BERMUDA

Door to Door to 
Jamaica & Guyana

We Sell Empty Barrels

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

dangers, such as injuries due 
to fire, choking and food-
borne illnesses.

We urge not just moms 
but all consumers to reject 
this fear mongering and tell 
these purveyors of junk sci-
ence that they need to mind 
their own business.

***
Dear Retailers:
We are writing to share 

our concerns about the 
“Mind the Store” campaign 
which is aimed at pressur-
ing retailers to remove thou-
sands of products families 
rely on each day from store 
shelves. We urge you to stand 
firm against this well-fund-
ed, anti-science campaign 
of fear. Families don’t need 
false alarmism; they need 
access to safe and afforda-
ble products that make their 
lives easier, safer, cleaner 
and more comfortable.

The Safer Chemicals, 
Healthy Families organiza-
tion, which is leading the 
effort to ban these products, 
is notorious for spreading 
incomplete information 
about chemicals. While the 
organization portrays itself 
as a consumer “watchdog,” 
it is better described as 
an attack dog determined 
to destroy free enterprise 
and consumer choice. The 
organization has a pattern 
of relying on junk science; 
it capitalizes on the natu-
ral anxieties of parents by 

spreading scary stories 
about a long list of common 
products, such as cleaning 
supplies, furniture, chil-
dren’s toys, food packag-
ing, water bottles, and other 
products commonly sold in 
stores today. 

The organization’s lat-
est stunt is to pressure the 
nation’s top 10 retailers into 
removing certain products 
that contain “hazardous” 
chemicals.  The organization 
recklessly demands retailers 
“identify whether a specific 
list of hazardous chemicals 
are in the products they sell, 
and if so, to develop a plan 
to remove them.”

Removing these products 
from the market will be a 
huge cost to shoppers and 
could even put consumers 
at risk. Among the chemi-
cals the campaign wants 
removed from are phtha-
lates, bisphenol-A, formal-
dehyde, and certain flame 
retardants.  The campaign 
is quick to suggest these 
chemicals are hazardous 
at the level consumers are 
exposed, despite the signifi-
cant body of scientific evi-
dence to the contrary. Yet, 
the campaign fails to inform 
consumers that these chem-
icals often make products 
safer.

For example, f lame 
retardants, which are now 
common in furniture and 
building materials, are large-
ly responsible for the sharp 
decline in household fires 

since the 1970s. Formalde-
hyde, which is used in per-
sonal care products, helps 
prevent bacterial growth. 
Phthalates are added to plas-
tics to make toys less break-
able. And bisphenol-A, a 
chemical used in food pack-
aging, safeguards against 
deadly botulism in canned 
food. 

If retailers bow to this 
campaign, products won’t 
just become less safe, they 
will be harder to find and 
much more expensive. Con-
sumers are already facing 
higher prices for food, fuel, 
and everyday products.  
Consumers who want to 
purchase products free of 
certain chemicals are able 
to do so since there is no 
shortage of alternative prod-
ucts in the marketplace. Yet, 
those people should not dic-
tate the informed choices 
the rest of us make.

Please join us in pushing 
back on these irresponsi-
ble organizations and stand 
firm in your commitment to 
continue offering Americans 
the products they choose, at 
a reasonable price.

Sincerely,
Julie Gunlock
Director, Culture of 

Alarmism Project
Independent Women’s 

Forum

Angela Logomasini
Senior Fellow
Competitive Enterprise 

Institute

Retailers urged to oppose 
anti-science campaign of fear

Continued from page 10 
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Jamaica’s top chef Brian 

Lumley is set to add his 
island flavor to the already 
spice-filled calendar of events 
planned during Caribbean 
Week in New York. 

The reigning Chef of the 
Year will participate in the 
Caribbean Tourism Organi-
zation (CTO)’s Celebrity Chef 
Program which includes an in-
store cooking demonstration 
on June 4 at Bloomingdales. 

Lumley, a Jamaican gour-
met prodigy has been making 
his mark on the local and 
regional culinary landscape 
in recent years and is keen to 
participate in many activities.

In addition to the cook-
ing demonstrations, Lumley 
will also serve as guest of the 
resident chef for CTO’s Allied 
Awards Luncheon on June 7 
at The New Yorker Hotel.

 A seasoned professional, 
Lumley has demonstrated 
excellence in his craft by 
winning the coveted Taste of 
Jamaica’s ‘Chef of the Year’ 
award in 2008 (the youngest 
chef ever to win this pres-
tigious honor at age 21) and 

most recently in 2012. 
 “We are pleased that Chef 

Lumley is able to showcase 
our culturally rich cuisine 
which visitors have grown 
to love and appreciate,” John 
Lynch, Jamaica’s Director of 
Tourism said.

Of the menu Lumley 
plans, the tourism advocate 
said: “Our jerk cuisine is 
world renowned and we wel-
come the participation of our 
home grown chef Brian Lum-
ley during Caribbean Week to 
serve up some of his favorite 
jerked delights.”

Caribbean Week runs from 
June 1-8 with a series of con-
sumer and industry related 
events. They  include: Stu-
dents’ Colloquium at which 
Caribbean students studying 
at the tertiary level present 
sustainable tourism projects 
that are practical and can 
provide a sustainable source 

of income for Caribbean 
nationals; the Caribbean 
Diaspora Forum, developed 
in collaboration with the Car-
ibbean American Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry; 
Caribbean Media Marketplace 
where CTO member gov-
ernments and private sector 
exhibitors interact with lead-
ing journalists from trade and 
consumer press; the Media 
Awards Luncheon where the 
organization honors journal-
ists for their award winning 
features on the Caribbean; 
the Avalon Invest Caribbean 
Now Breakfast, the annual 
investment power forum on 
the Caribbean; and the Carib-
bean Marketing Conference & 
Awards Luncheon - organized 
by the CTO Allied members, 
where the latest cutting edge 
marketing trends are present-
ed and people who have made 
significant contributions to 

the region’s tourism develop-
ment are recognized. 

The 7-day fest end with 
its most exciting signature 
event, Rum and Rhythm™, 
the Ultimate Caribbean Cul-
tural and Epicurean Experi-
ence at Tribeca 360, 10 Des-
brosses Street, New York, on  
June 7 from 6:30 P.M. to 10:30 
P.M.

Television and film star, 
Tamara Tunie (Law & Order: 
Special Victims Unit, As the 
World Turns, Flight) is the 
official spokesperson and will 
be present at some events.

PROGRESSIVE 
JAMAICANS SLATE 
FATHERS DAY 
EXTRA

Jamaica Progressive 
League Inc ., Jamaica’s 
75-year-old patriotic organi-
zation plan a festive and cel-
ebratory Fathers Day Extrav-
aganza on June 15 when 
“fatherhood and the extraor-
dinary contributions of our 
men and their influence in 
our society” will be regaled.

The acclaimed oldest Car-
ibbean organization in the 

United States is renowned 
for lauding individuals and 
groups that contributes to a 
better environment. 

Next month’s event will 
find the Bronx-based group 
hailing dads at Newbold Com-
munity Center located at 1966 
Newbold Ave. in the borough. 
Beginning at 7:30 p.m. enter-
tainment will be provided by 
True Fun. 

Laughter, surprises, prizes 
and dinner will dominate the 
proceedings that will benefit 
JPL’s Light St. headquarters. 
For more information call 
347-524-8746 or 646-240-
6610.

HOPE FOR 
KINGSTON PON DI 
RIVER

Hope seems abundant for 
the third annual Kingston 
Pon Di River Literary Art & 
Music Festival. For starters, 
the capital city event will be 
headlined by poet and radio 
personality Mutabaruka, AKA 
Allan Hope. And while hope 
was high for another stag-
ing of the newest and most 
popular gathering of scribes 

and intellectuals, organizers 
seemed late in presenting this 
year’s program.

However, what is now offi-
cial is that for the first time 
in its three-year history the 
diverse fest will be held at 
Hope Botanical Gardens, the 
largest in the entire Carib-
bean. The 200-acre space in 
Liguanea Plains near Hope 
Pastures is acclaimed for its 
tranquil and alluring fauna. 
Officially known as the Royal 
Botanical Gardens (after a 
visit by Queen Elizabeth II) 
Hope is located at the foot of 
the Blue Mountains.

The urban park encom-
passes a range of habitats 
including meadows, cultivat-
ed flower gardens, birds and a 
natural pond. At the historic 
gardens: a cactus garden, an 
orchid house, an ornamen-
tal pond, a “Palm Avenue” of 
sago palms, greenhouses, a 
forest garden, bougainvillea 
walk, zoo, fountains, band-
stand, poets corner, lily pond, 
plant nursery and Ashanti 
(vegetable) Gardens adorn the 
landscape. 

 Catch You On The Inside!

Jamaica’s top chef to jerk Caribbean Week
Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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By Nelson A. King
One of the larger Vin-

centian cultural groups in 
the United States recently 
staged a successful “Tea 
Party with a Difference” in 
raising much-needed funds 
to help its annual medical 
mission to St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines.

Despite its many chal-
lenges, the United Vincie 
Cultural Group of Brook-
lyn (UVCGB) successful-
ly hosted its 5th Annual 
Tea Party, at St. Anthony 
Baptist Church in Brook-
lyn, according to presi-
dent Roxie Irish, a former 
national netball star.

She said there were “lots 
of entertainment,” includ-
ing a hat competition, an 
impromptu song competi-
tion and a fashion show by 
children, ending with lots 
of prizes awarded.  

“We are fully aware that 
we cannot do everything, 

but we certainly can do 
something to make a differ-
ence,” she continued. “Life 
is about people, and we need 
to make ourselves available 
to minster to those who are 
in need.”  

Since its inception in 
2003, Irish said UVCGB has 
been purchasing and ship-

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

When you think of the 
Caribbean island of Jamai-
ca, you think of Reggae, 
Rastas, rum and a whole lot 
of ganja – that is, marijua-
na.  But underneath all the 
vices, the island has a rich 
history of Jamaican free-
dom fighters who fought 
for independence.

In the groundbreaking 
documentary, “Akwantu: 
the Journey,” Jamaican-
born director Roy T. Ander-
son brings us the history of 
his ancestors, the Maroons 
– enslaved Africans and 
their 80-year battle that led 

to the defeat of the Brit-
ish Army. Although poorly 
armed and outgunned, the 
victory of these brave war-
riors led to two peace trea-

By Amun, Ankhra House
On its 36th anniversary, DanceA-

frica opened the 2013 season with 
an excellent, well-executed perform-
ance that prepared New Yorkers for 
what was to come this summer.  
New York waited in anticipation all 
year for the arrival of the series of 
events and its delivery.

 Some people waited to see and 
shop at their favorite merchants, who 

they can only find at the DanceA-
frica Bazaar poutside the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music. and some 
waited to see which dance com-
pany from abroad will be included 
in the DanceAfrica ensemble, and 
which domestic dance companies 
will make the cut. 

DanceAfrica 2013, featured 
Umkhathi Theatre Works from Zim-
bawe, Giwayen Mata from Atlanta, 

Harambee Dance Company from 
the Bronx and BAM/Restoration 
DanceAfrica Ensemble from Brook-
lyn with performances that were 
nothing short of fantastic. The full-
blown festival included: dance con-
certs, master dance classes, music 
performance, art installation, film, 
African ritual, a tribute to the ances-
tors and an outdoor African market. 

AN AFRICAN AN AFRICAN 
CELEBRATIONCELEBRATION

DanceAfrica lights up the BAM Stage

Dancers from Zimbabwe’s  Umkhathi Theater Works onstage at BAM. Photo by Amun/Ankhra House

Vincentian cultural 
group on a mission

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

Okelia Holder performs a 
liturgical dance at the Tea 
Party. Photo by Nelson King

Roy T. Anderson 
 Photo Credit:wrb public relations

History of the 
Maroons on film
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Modern Vampires Of ...City
Vampire Weekend

The Great Gatsby: ...
Soundtrack

How Mercy Looks ...
Amy Grant

Annie Up
Pistol Annies

Golden
Lady Antebellum

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

Demi
Demi Lovato

The 20/20 Experience
Justin Timberlake

Love Is Everything
George Strait

Just Give Me A Reason
P!nk Feat. Nate Ruess

Mirrors
Justin Timberlake

Can’t Hold Us
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis...

Stay
Rihanna Feat. Mikky Ekko

When I Was Your Man
Bruno Mars

I Love It
Icona Pop Feat. Charli XCX

Heart Attack
Demi Lovato

Feel This Moment
Pitbull Feat. Christina Aguilera

Daylight
Maroon 5

Suit & Tie
Justin Timberlake Feat. Jay-Z

TOP 10 
SINGLES

ping medical supplies to several 
rural clinics throughout St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines. To date, 
she said 28 clinics have benefited 
from the group’s efforts. 

Irish said the Milton Cato 
Memorial Hospital in Kings-
town, the Vincentian capital, has 
also received supplies, as well as, 
most recently, the Lewis Punnett 
Home, a home for the aged.  

UVCGB has hosted two medi-
cal mission trips to St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, in 2010 and 
last year. 

The trips were in collaboration 
with HealthCare International 
Reachout, Inc, a New York-based 
voluntary organization, whose 
goal is to give humanitarian and 
material assistance to children 
and adults who do not have access 
to medical or dental services in 
remote areas.  

Irish said UVCGB is currently 
in the process of dispatching a 
shipment of supplies to St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, adding 
that the next scheduled mission, 
next year, “will be much bigger 
and better.” 

On Sept. 7, UVCGB will host 
its first gala banquet at Antun’s 
catering house in Queens, during 
its 10th anniversary celebration. 

It truly was a celebration of the 
African spirit and a community 
favorite.

Baba Chuck Davis greets and 
welcomes the audience and intro-
duces the dance performance, but 
before he did that he pulled the 
audience in and Africanized them 
by making them participants and 
not just a sitting watching audi-
ence. He called for the audience to 
respond to his West African, Agoo 
(are you listening) with Amee (yes, 
we are listening). He had the audi-
ence stand and introduce them-
selves to one another and hug 
their audience mates. Baba Chuck 
Davis has great warmth, charm, 
humor, charisma and experience 
as a performer, a master of cere-
mony, teacher and director, and he 
brought it all together to make the 
audience feel welcomed and a part 
of the whole African experience.

Harambee Dance Company 
Musicians were the first to take the 
stage and they played a welcome, 
which preceded the entrance of 
the elders. Next was the memorial 
with the candle bearers and Baba 
Chuck calling out the names of 
people who had been associated 
with DanceAfrica who had passed 
on to join the ancestors. The audi-
ence was brought into the ritual 

by naming family and friends who 
had also joined the ancestors.

The Harambee Dance Com-
pany sweep onto the stage in 
club clothes and fast paced Afri-
can movement. The audience was 
wowed as they cheered, applauded 
and clapped to the rhythm of the 
drums. After this magnificent per-
formance there was an intermis-
sion.

Giwayen Mata performed Per-
severance: In My House followed 
by Umkhathi Theatre Works with 
Bam/Restoration DanceAfrica 
Ensemble performing: Setapa, a 
musical interlude, Chnyambere, 
another musical interlude, Isit-
shikitsha and then the finale with 
all the dancers and musician from 
all of the companies. Each com-
pany brought their own style of 
dance with leaps, jumps, turns 
and steps. It was an exhilarat-
ing experience and made for an 
excellent program. The audience 
left the theatre feeling spiritually 
feed, healed and rejuvenated from 
the drum rhythms, dance move-
ments, ritual participation and a 
wonderful experience, which will 
carry them through several days 
ahead.

Outside of the Howard Gilman 
Opera House in an ante room to 
the right, is an  altar to the ances-

tors, especially those who were 
connected to DanceAfrica. There 
are photos of some of those who 
have passed on and joined the 
ancestors, raffia, African musi-
cal instruments, cloth, baskets, 
masks and other artfacts, jars with 
lids,  fruit, flowers and a rug place 
in front of the alter for those who 
wish to salute to lie on as they pay 
their respect.

Outside on the street was the 
African market, the DanceAfrica 
Bazaar. There were long lines for 
jerk chicken and funnel cake. Peo-

ple crowded their favorite mer-
chants booth purchasing jewelry, 
clothing, cloth, crafts, artifacts, 
oils, incense, food and refresh-
ments. On Monday the weather 
was beautiful and it looked like 
a record crowd patronizing the 
bazaar.

BAMCafe hosted an array of 
performers from the Africa and 
the African Diaspora and conclud-
ed on Saturday with a late night 
dance party with Ralph McDan-
iels, the creator of Video Jukebox, 
which was jammed to the rafters. 

Umkhathi Theatre
Continued from page 35 

Vincy Gala
Continued from page 35 

ties in 1738-1739, establishing 
the Maroons as a self-govern-
ment in the New World. During 
this time, no other Africans  in 
the New World enjoyed such 
a degree of autonomy, which 
came before the American volu-
tionary War in 1775 and the 
Haitian Revolution  in 1791.

“Akwantu: the Journey” exam-
ines the triumphs and struggles 
of a proud and resilient peo-
ple whose historical importance 
has been either ignored or mis-
understood.  

Through Anderson’s lens, 
the film tells the story of an 
enduring people who possess an 
indomitable spirit to die fight-
ing rather than remain in bond-
age. With towns and communi-
ties physically indistinguishable 
from that of their fellow Jamai-
cans. even today, the Maroons 
remain a “nation within a 
nation,” fiercely protective of 
their ancestral legacy. Because 

of its historical significance, the 
Jamaican government select-
ed “Akwantu: the Journey” 
to participate in the historic 
50th Anniversary of Independ-
ence Celebrations in 2012. To 
view the trailer on YouTube, 
visit http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ICOlg6j8iyQ.

Beginning May 15th, “Akwan-
tu: the Journey” will be featured 
in the Doc Corner of the 2013 
Cannes Film Festival. It was 
also an official selection of the 
2013 Pan African Film Festival, 
the 2012 Africa in Picture Film 
Festival and winner of the spe-
cial jury prize for Best Feature 
Documentary at the 2012 Belize 
International Film Festival.

On May 31st, “Akwantu: 
the Journey” will be available 
through digital download on 
Vimeo On Demand at http://
vimeo.com/ondemand  For 
more information about the 
movie, visit www.akwantuthe-
movie.com

Movie recounts the 
history of Jamaica

Continued from page 35 

Elizabeth  and Lizzie Chapman-
won the Most Creative Hat. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Young girl gets her face painted at the Dance Africa bazaar 
 Photo by Amun
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It’s important to note that this 
edition of Fast & Furious is every 
bit as funny as it is adrenaline-
fueled. Most of the laughs come 
courtesy of comic relief provided 
by Tyrese, who is back in an 
expanded role as trash-talking 
Roman Pearce, a card-carrying 
member of the fugitive gang of 
auto thieves led by macho Domin-
ic Toretto (Vin Diesel).

Like a latter-day Stepin Fetchit, 
Roman revives a slew of offensive 
African-American stereotypes, 
behaving in an alternately shal-
low, jive, flamboyant, lecherous, 
felonious and cowardly manner, 
doing everything but put on a 
dress to make a joke work. To 
Tyrese’s credit, the campy per-
formance somehow works. 

Whether entertaining a bevy 
of scantily-clad beauties on his 
personal jet (with “It’s Roman, 
bitches!” emblazoned on the 
fuselage) or making money lit-
erally rain out of an ATM to the 
delight of a crowd of appreciative 
strangers picking the bills up off 
the ground, the scene-stealing 

cynosure is always the center of 
attention. Well, except during the 
action, chase and fight scenes 
when the muscle cars and muscle 
heads take charge.

Not to worry, this stunt driven-
spectacular is all about the eye-
popping special effects, and boy 
does it deliver in terms of the 

wow factor!
The plot of F&F 6 is little more 

than a lame excuse to pit an 
army of bad guys against an army 
of worse guys, both as simplis-
tically-drawn as tag teams of 
opposing professional wrestlers. 
Here’s the storyline: Dominic 
coaxes his cohorts (Tyrese, Paul 

Walker, Ludacris, Sung Kang and 
Gal Gadot) out of retirement for 
one last adventure, after rumors 
surface that his late-ex, Letty 
(Michelle Rodriguez), might 
miraculously still be alive.

They hatch a plan to rescue the 
damsel in distress who’s suffer-
ing from amnesia and currently 
in the clutches of Owen Shaw 
(Luke Evans), a worthy adversary 
specializing in vehicular warfare. 
His posse’s recent attack on a 
Russian military convoy explains 
why Diplomatic Security Service 
agent Hobbs (Dwayne Johnson) 
is desperately seeking the assist-
ance of Dominic’s crew.

They agree on the condition 
that, should this mission suc-
ceed, they’ll be granted clemency 
for the host of crimes committed 
in F&F episodes 1-5. Hobbs okays 
the deal, and soon, a dogfight 
featuring fisticuffs, pyrotechnics 
and plenty of cartoon physics 
unfolds all over London, involv-
ing not only souped-up autos and 
state-of-the-art gadgetry, but a 
tank and a plane, to boot.

The epitome of a summer block-
buster, complete with a post-cred-
its set-up of F&F 7 (already slated 
to be released in July of 2014).

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

AN ORIGINAL FILM/ONE RACE FILMS PRODUCTIONUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA
“FAST & FURIOUS 6”DWAYNE JOHNSONPAUL WALKERA JUSTIN LIN FILM VIN DIESEL MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ JORDANA BREWSTER

AMANDA LEWIS CHRIS MORGANEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS JUSTIN LIN SAMANTHA VINCENT GARY SCOTT THOMPSONBASED ON CHARACTERS

CREATED BY CLAYTON TOWNSEND p.g.a.NEAL H. MORITZ p.g.a.PRODUCED
BY VIN DIESEL

CHRIS MORGANWRITTEN
BY JUSTIN LINDIRECTED

BY A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2013 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

SOUNDTRACK ON DEF JAM RECORDINGS

TYRESE GIBSON CHRIS ‘ LUDACRIS’ BRIDGES JOHN ORTIZLUKE EVANS GINA CARANOSUNG KANG LUCAS VIDALMUSIC
BY

THE WORD IS OUT 
FAST JUST KEEPS 
GETTING BETTER! 

GERARD DI NARDILINE
PRODUCERLISA FIELDSCASTING

BY JEANETTE VOLTURNO-BRILLCO-
PRODUCERADELAIDE KANE MAX BURKHOLDER

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS A PLATINUM DUNES/BLUMHOUSE/WHY NOT PRODUCTION ETHAN HAWKE LENA HEADEY “THE PURGE”

NATHAN WHITEHEADMUSIC
BY MICHAEL BAY ANDREW FORM BRAD FULLERPRODUCED

BY JASON BLUM p.g.a. SEBASTIEN K. LEMERCIER p.g.a.´
WRITTEN AND
DIRECTED BY JAMES DEMONACO A UNIVERSAL RELEASE

© 2013 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

STARTS FRIDAY, JUNE 7 
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

Excellent (4 stars)
PG-13 for sexuality, 
profanity, mayhem, 
violence and 
intense action
Running time: 
130 minutes
Distributor: Universal 
Pictures 
Fast & Furious 6

Summer sequel features action and comedy

A scene from the movie, Fast and Furious 6.
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FRIDAY, MAY 31
CAREGIVER CONFERENCE: The 4th annual 
Brooklyn Parent Center Conference for par-
ents, grandparents and caregivers of children 3 
to 21 years old with disabilities. FREE admis-
sion, continental breakfast, exhibitors, lunch 
with live music, raffle prizes and resource 
guide and workshops from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Long Island University Brooklyn 1 University 
Plaza - Bklyn

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
HEALTH FAIR : Greater Brooklyn Health 
Coalition’s 5th Annual Health Affair “On the 
Plaza” from 11:00am-3:00pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library, 10 Grand Army Plaza. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
HEALTH SCREENING: There will be HIV 
testing at Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, 760 
Dekalb Ave., from 10:00 a.m - 2:00 p.m.

WENDESDAY, JUNE 5
LUNCHEON: Are you an entrepenuer or 
independent business owner?, join us for  “Suc-
cess Leaders Luncheon on Montague Street” 
from 2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. WithBrooklyn and 
its 2.6 million populous ever-evolving into its 
own NYC brand, luring tech companies like 
Kickstarter; Barclays Center, Steiner Studios, 
Apple (slated for Metro Tech), film and TV pro-
ductions and artists and actors the world over, 
the luncheon was founded in an effort to help 
bridge successful business persons with aspir-
ing entrepreneurs of the borough. Register by 
emailing me (Roger French, CEO of Brooklyn 
Heights-based Roger French Media) a 1-page 
business plan at RogerFrenchMedia@gmail.
com, contacting me at 646.662.9050 or via @
Americas4Obama. Seating is limited and most 
promising business plans would be granted 
access to luncheon. Gandhi Palace, 140 Mon-
tague Street, Brooklyn Heights. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 6
DICOVER BED-STUY: The 7th annual neigh-
borhood resource & safety expo will be held 
between 5 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. Over 80 tables of 
information will be available. You may also ask 
questions and take home materials to share. 
Boys & Girls High School 1700 Fulton St. 
Brooklyn. For more information visit , www.
yestaskforce.org or call (718)622-6601

JOB FAIR: There will be a job fair held at 
Public School 375. 46 McKeever Place  (b/w 
Sullivan & Montgomery Sts.) from 11 a.m.- 3 
p.m. Bring resumes and business attire is 
strong recommended. For more information 
call, (718)284-4700. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 7-SUNDAY, JUNE 9 
PERFORMANCE: Manhattan Youth Ballet 
and Manhattan Movement & Arts Center 
present June Shows: Made in America, a 
tribute to choreography crafted in the USA on 
Friday, June 7 at 7pm; and Saturday, June 8 

at 3pm & 7pm, at the Manhattan Movement 
& Arts Center, 248 West 60th Street, NYC 
(between Amsterdam and West End Avenues) 
in the Lincoln Center area.  Advance tickets 
are $20 for adults and $15 for students. 
($25/$20 for students at the door).  Tickets can 
be purchased online at www.manhattanyouth-
ballet.org.

ONGOING
FRIDAY, MAY 3 - TUESDAY, JUNE 11 
ART EXHIBITION: Come and see Siobhan 
McBrides exhibit at the Pelham Art Center. 
Siobhan McBride of Miami, FL, is the winner 
of the 2013 Alexander Rutsch Award and Solo 
Exhibition for Painting. This is the seventh 
year that Pelham Art Center is presenting the 
biannual award. The jury selected McBride 
from more than 650 applicants from across 
the country. Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth 
Ave., Pelham, NY 10803. For more informa-
tion, call 914-738-2525 or send email to info@
pelhamartcenter.org. Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 
– 4:00 p.m. Directions:Located five blocks 
from the Hutchinson Parkway exit 12 and two 
blocks from the Metro North Pelham stop.

MONDAY, JUNE 24 - SATURDAY 
AUGUST 17
SUMMER CAMP:Treat yourself or your kids 

to some creative exploration this summer with 
exciting Week-long Creative “Camp” work-
shops or summer art classes. Whether you are 
ready to jump right in, or just test the waters, 
we have classes for all ages and skill levels. 
Check us out online to view a full catalog of 
our summer offerings; from traditional paint-
ing, drawing and clay to digital media. Classes 
are fun, inspiring and the option of week-long 
workshops works nicely with your family’s 
vacation plans. www.PelhamArtCenter.org/
Education For more information, or to register 
for our summer workshops and classes stop 
by the office,  or call (914) 738-2525 x111 You 
can isit our website  www.pelhamartcenter.org. 
Need-based scholarships are available to all 
students who qualify.  Pelham Art Center 155 
Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803,

COMMUNITY CENTER: Are you looking to 
improve your life? Take a class at Commu-
nity Learning Center: How to Write a Book 
or Script, Create a Resume, How to Create 
Wealth, Get/Keep a Spouse, Start a Business. 
Classes for everyone. Community Learning 
Center 147-12 Archer Ave., Queens. For more 
information/RSVP, call (718) 291-1094.

DONATIONS: St. Robert Bellarmine 
Church is joining  efforts with the Dioceses 
of Trenton to bring relief to victims in the 
hardest hit areas. The church has organized 
a sorting sub station in the parish and will 
be delivering donations to various locations 
shortly. The church is seeking donations 

of cardboard shipping boxes for packing or 
rubber bins for storage for victims. Dona-
tions are tax deductible  and the church will 
provide you with a receipt upon request. Feel 
free to contact St. Robert Bellarmine Church 
at any time Attn: SRB Hurricane Relief 
Effort, 61 Georgia Rd., Freehold, NJ 07728 
or srbwelcome@gmail.com, Pam Stengel 
(732) 580-0075, Linda Altini (917) 578-4852. 
Phone: (732) 462-7429 or Fax: (732) 409-
3496.

QUEENS SICKLE CELL: The Queens Sickle 
Cell Advocacy Network, 207-08 Hollis  Ave., 
Queens Village, N.Y., presents a Parent to 
Parent Support Group meeting every first 
Monday of every month, 7:00 p.m. For direc-
tions and registration, call (718) 712-0873 or 
email Qscanorg@verizon.net.

FAIRWAY MARKET SHUTTLE: Fairway 
Market is now offering a free group shuttle 
bus to its Red Hook, Brooklyn store at 480-
500 Van Brunt St., Mondays thru Wednes-
days from 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. For pick-up 
reservations for groups of 10 or more, within 
a five-mile radius of the store, call Viola 
Williams or Marcy Rosenblum at (347) 750-
1251. There will also be pickups on Wednes-
days at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. at 589 
Prospect Ave., between 11 and 10 avenues. 
All seniors get a five percent discount in the 
store. Each group will have an hour and a 
half to shop and/or enjoy a bite to eat in the 
picturesque cafe by the waterfront.

FARMERS MARKET: Seeds in the Middle 
is sponsoring The Crown Heights Farmers 
Market offering fresh fruits and vegetables, 
including calaloo and Caribbean favorites 
and accepting EBT, WIC, Snap, FMNP, 
Health Bucks, and Fresh Connect. The mar-
ket will be operating every Thursday from 12 
noon to 7:00 p.m. at Hamilton Metz Park at 
Albany and Lefferts avenues, Brooklyn. For 
more information, visit www.seedsinthemid-
dle.org.

REVERSE MORTGAGE COUNSELING: 
Are you a senior homeowner struggling to 
make ends meet? A reverse mortgage may 
be an answer. NHS can help determine if 
this is the best option for you. All programs 
discussed are backed by the federal govern-
ment. For information, call (718) 469-4679.

MORTGAGE AND REFINANCE SERVIC-
ES: If you’re interested in obtaining a mort-
gage modification due to loss of income or 
other reasons, come in for free services and 
assistance. Referrals for other free assistance 
are also available. To make an appointment 
or for more information, call 718-469-
4679. Sponsored by Neighborhood Housing 
Services of East Flatbush and the Center 
for New York City Neighborhoods, not-for-
profit organizations. NHS is a HUD approved 
counseling agency.www.nhsnyc.org. 

 COMPILED BY NATALIE Y. HENRY

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

IMMIGRATION SERVICES: Free immi-
gration services. Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m. 67 Hanson Place, Office of Coucil 
Member James. Call (718) 260-9191.

COMPUTER TRAINING: Mount Carmel 
Worship and Outreach Center is holding 
adult and children computer training 
programs, 10:30 a.m 12:30 p.m. or 1:00 
p.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (917) 
609-0909 for registration details. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Warmer Weath-
er is Home Repair Weather. Do you need 
major repairs done but lack the finances? 
Call Neighborhood Housing Services of 
East Flatbush, a not-for-profit housing 
organization, for more information on 
our Home Improvement Programs: (718) 
469-4679. www.nhsofeastflatbush.org.
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BIG BUDGET FILMS   
After Earth (PG-13 for 

action violence and disturbing 
images) M. Night Shyamalan 
directs this post-apocalyptic, 
sci-fi saga about a military 
general (Will Smith) with a 
teenage son (Jaden Smith) 
who are the only survivors of 
a crash landing of an expedi-
tion to Earth a millennium 
after the cataclysmic event 
that forced humans to aban-
don the planet. With Sophie 
Okonedo, Isabelle Fuhrman 
and Zoe Kravitz.  

The Kings of Summer (R 
for profanity and underage 
alcohol consumption) Com-
ing-of-age comedy about 
three teenagers (Nick Rob-
inson, Gabriel Basso and 
Moises Arias) who decide to 
demonstrate their independ-
ence by spending the sum-
mer living off the land while 
building a home in woods. 
With Nick Offerman, Alison 
Brie and Megan Mullally.

Now You See Me (PG-13 for 
profanity, sexuality and vio-
lence) Cat-and-mouse thrill-
er about a French Interpol 
agent (Melanie Laurent) who 

teams with the FBI to catch a 
quartet of Robin Hood-style 
magicians (Woody Harrel-
son, Isla Fisher, Jesse Eisen-
berg and Dave Franco) who 
steal from corrupt business-
men before showering their 
audiences with money dur-
ing performances. A-list cast 
includes Morgan Freeman, 
Michael Caine, Mark Ruffalo 
and Common. 

INDEPENDENT & 
FOREIGN FILMS

The East (PG-13 for vio-
lence, sexuality, partial nudi-
ty, mature themes and dis-
turbing images) Espionage 
thriller about a private eye 
(Brit Marling) hired to infil-
trate an anti-establishment 
organization suspected of 
sabotaging corporations who 
finds herself falling for the 
anarchist outfit’s very char-
ismatic leader (Alexander 

Skarsgard). With Ellen Page, 
Patricia Clarkson, Toby Keb-
bell and Shiloh Fernandez. 

The History of Future 
Folk (Unrated) Sci-fi comedy 
about a couple of aliens (Nils 
D’Aulaire and Jay Klaitz) sent 
to earth from a faraway plan-
et who ignore their orders 
to wipe out humanity and 
instead form a band after fall-
ing in love with bluegrass 
music.

Shadow Dancer (R for pro-
fanity and violence) Turncoat 
drama, set in Belfast in the 
Nineties, revolving around a 
member of the Irish Repub-
lican Army (Andrea Rise-
borough) who becomes a 
snitch for the British in order 
to remain free to raise her 
young son after being caught 
with a bomb in her posses-
sion. With Clive Owen, Gil-
lian Anderson, Aidan Gillen 
and Brid Brennan.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Independent & Foreign films
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the gold standard in
sophisticated elegance. 

ROCHDALE VILLAGE, 
THE JEWEL OF JAMAICA QUEENS

vsmith@rochdalevillage.com

Rochdale Village
Grand Ballroom

The

Open auditions are being held now for Brooklyn Youth Chorus 
Academy’s Fall 2013 season!

Auditioning children grades 2-11at Cobble Hill and Bedford-Stuyvesant 
locations (Bed-Stuy location for younger divisions only).
Voice Training / Music Reading / World-class Performances

Follow us on Twitter @BYChorus
Like us at facebook.com/BrooklynYouthChorus

Auditions for all ages
Join the Grammy® Award winning
Brooklyn Youth Chorus Academy

To schedule an audition,
please call (718) 243-9447 ext 221 
or go to BYCA.org
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Serving the Community with Dignity
F U N E R A L  H O M E

By Azad Ali 
Jamaica’s Education Minis-

ter Ronald Thwaites has said 
that a positive, value-laden 
and age-appropriate Health 
and Family Life Curriculum 
has been revised by a broad-
based working group for use 
in all schools.

Thwaites, making his 
contribution on Wednes-
day to the 2013/14 Sectoral 
Debate at Gordon House, in 
Kingston, made it clear that 
schools were not “rompin 

shops”, according to a report 
in the Jamaica Observer. 

“Let it be clear, we will not 
be grooming children towards 
same-sex unions and we will 
not be distributing condoms 
in schools. Restraint must 
be taught by example and 
percept. Sex education, yes; 
condoms no,” the newspaper 
quoted Thwaites. 

The revision followed the 
pulling in 2012, of a contro-
versial curriculum from local 
high schools because of its 

graphic sexual content.
Addressing the issue then, 

Thwaites said at least two 
persons involved in the draft-
ing of the curriculum, “had 
a particular agenda and were 
able to embed it in the cur-
riculum”.

That curriculum which, 
among other things, required 
grades seven to nine students 
to be quizzed on whether 
they had ever been involved 
in homo-sexual and hetero-
sexual activites.

By Azad Ali 
Federal officials say they 

have arrested the top enforce-
ment officer for the US Virgin 
Islands environment agency 
on drug trafficking charges.

The US attorney’s office 
in the Virgin Islands says in 
a statement issued late Sat-
urday that Roberto Tapia 

has been ordered held with-
out bail pending a hearing 
tomorrow. Tapia is the direc-
tor of environmental enforce-
ment for the Virgin Islands’ 
Department of Planning and 
Natural Resources.

A criminal complaint filed 
in district court says feder-
al agents allegedly observed 

Tapia using a government 
boat in a drug trafficking con-
spiracy. Federal agents allege 
that Tapia was armed, unin-
formed and in possession of 
a bag containing seven kilo-
grammes of cocaine when 
arrested on Friday.

It was not immediately 
known if Tapia had a lawyer.

Jamaica’s health and family 
life curriculum revised

Roberto Tapia arrested on drug charges

  

BED-STUY 
CAMPAIGN
AGAINST 
HUNGER

Please join us for the

4th Annual Planter Awards Dinner
Presented by
Hosted by Fox 5 Anchor
Antwan Lewis

Honoring
Nancy Romer, 
Brooklyn Food Coalition
Thursday, June 13, 2013 at Giando on the Water
412 Kent Avenue, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Cocktail Reception
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Silent Auction & Dinner

For tickets to the fundraiser or to donate, visit
BedStuyAgainstHunger.org or call (718) 773-3551, ext. 151
The Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger is a 501(c)(3) organization.

4th Annual 
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Sévis Gratis Pou ManmFree Services For Enrolled Members

A Place Where You Will...A

Free Services For Enrolled Members
     Hot and Nutritious Meals and Snack
     Door to Door Transportation
     Games, Arts & Crafts, Computer Classes
     ESL & Languages Workshops
     Dance Classes & Music Therapy
     Health Education & Memory Exercises 
     Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Screening 
     Social Services

A Place Where You Will...
     Make New and Enjoy Old Friends
     Find Caring, Kindness, and Understanding
     Get More Out of Your Life

        100% Covered By Medicaid HMO

Sévis Gratis Pou Manm Inscrits
     Des Repas Chauds Et Des Collations Nutritives
     Porte A Porte De Transport Et Gratuits
     Jeux, Arts Et Metiers, Des Cours D’Informatique
     ESL Et Atelier De Langues
     Cours De Danse Et Musicotherapie
     Education De La Sante Et Des Exercices De Memoire
     Surveillance De La Pression Arterielle Et De La Diabete
     Services Sociaux

Un Endroit Ou Vous Pouvez...
     Faire De Nouveaux Amis
     Trouver La Bonte, La Compassion et La Comprehension
     Trouver La Meilleure Partie De La Vie

          100% Couvrir Par Medicaid  HMO

A safe and secure envoronment where you can spend the day and enjoy social and education activities 
that will allow you to enhance and maintain level of independence

SADC. Inc

1460 Flatbush Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11210
(Located Between Farragut and Glenwood Road)

TEL. 929-234-2900                                                                      FAX 718-889-2349www.SundanceSADC.com

743 CHURCH AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11218 (corner of East 7 St) | 718.871.5152
1594 FLATBUSH AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11210 (corner of Ave H) | 718.434.0539

visit us www.flatbushoptical.com

FREE
fl ex frame with 

purchase of lenses.
*Restrictions Apply*

Buy 1 Pair 
of Glasses 

GET 1 FREE
      *Restrictions Apply*

FREE TRANSITIONS 
LENSES WITH 
PURCHASE OF 

DESIGNER FRAME
*Restrictions Apply*

All major credit cards accepted!
Most insurances, union and discount plans accepted! No interest payment plans with Care Credit. 

BUSINESS HOURS
Mon to Fri 10AM-6PM | Sat 10AM-4:30PM

Flatbush Optical Grand Opening
–NEW LOCATION 
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NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

ister and three other cabinet 
ministers. 

The report says that the 
government never charged 
the men with any crime 
and released them after one 
week. 

During the year, it says 
Muslims referred to this 
incident as “an example of 
bias against the Muslim 
community.”

The report says several of 
those arrested claimed to be 
pursuing legal action against 
the Trinidad and Tobago 
government for wrongful 
arrest. 

It says the U.S. embassy 
in Port-of-Spain, the Trini-
dad capital, increased out-
reach to the Muslim com-
munity with a social media 
training program “encour-
aging leadership and the free 
exchange of ideas among 
Muslim youth.”

In addition, the report 
says embassy staff met regu-
larly with Muslim religious 

and civil society leaders.
In the Bahamas, the State 

Department says Rastafar-
ians alleged that prison offi-
cials were responsible for 
“ongoing discrimination 
against detainees at Fox Hill 
Prison.

“Specifically, they report-
ed that prison officials cut 
the dreadlocks of Rastafar-
ians held in custody for pos-
session of small amounts of 
marijuana,” it says, stating 
that, under Bahamian law, 
“persons convicted for pos-
session of as little as one 
marijuana cigarette face a 
maximum sentence of four 
years in prison.”

The report says that the 
Bahamian government 
defended the practice of 
cutting Rastafarians’ dread-
locks as “standard procedure 
for hygienic reasons.”

But the report says Rasta-
farians contended “it was in 
fact based on discrimination 
rather than hygiene.”

Washington also says 

Rastafarians reported that 
Fox Hill Prison “failed to 
meet their religious die-
tary requirements,” stating 
that, on Nov.19, The House 
of Rastafari, a Rastafarian 
group, declared its intention 
to appeal to the judiciary 
about these practices. 

The report says that, on 
Dec.r 10, Human Rights 
Day, several Rastafarians 
held a peaceful demonstra-
tion in the inner city “to 
highlight acts of police har-
assment and brutality and 
the cutting of Rastafarians’ 
dreadlocks.”

The report also says there 
were “no arrests related to 
violations of the law against 
practicing Obeah (and Voo-
doo) during the year.”

The State Department 
says Rastafarians in St. Kitts 
and Nevis “complained about 
the government’s prohibi-
tion of marijuana use, which 
they described as integral to 
their religious rituals. 

“Members of the group 

stated they were being mar-
ginalized and were victims 
of religious intolerance,” it 
says, noting that, on Aug. 
17, the Nyabinghi Theocracy 
Order, a Rastafarian organi-
zation, held a march and 
rally in Basseterre, the St. 
Kitts capital. 

“The prime minister 
affirmed that the govern-
ment would not legalize 
marijuana,” the report says, 
adding that Rastafarians 
continued to complain of 
discrimination, especially in 
hiring and in schools.

Rastafarians continued to 
complain of the same alleged 
practice in Antigua and Bar-
buda, and St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, the report 
says. 

In Dominica, St. Lucia, 
as well as St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, it says  Ras-
tafarians also complained 
about the prohibition on 
marijuana use, “which was 
integral to their religious 
rituals.”

Continued from page 14 

Charges of religious discrimination 
against rastas, muslims and voudon “She did not stand a 

chance,” interjected Paula 
Rodriguez, the mother 
of the deceased “scholar 
child” she called “a beau-
tiful sunshine” with ster-
ling credentials as a high-
school president and  a 
beauty queen prepared to 
commence her doctorate 
degree at Columbia Uni-
versity.  “Paulina worked 
so hard to save lives; and 
mom will not give up, we 
will seek justice,” asserted 
the Trinidad-born moth-
er, delicately lifting small 
car wreckage still scat-
tered in the street from 
the November 18, 2012 
date her daughter drove 
from the last showing of 
a movie.

“It was the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving,” Paula Rod-
riguez details with clarity. 
“The cars hitting Paulina 

were speeding.  They were 
drag racing.  Two cars hit 
Paulina.  One driver was 
19 and one 25.  All they 
got was a speeding tick-
et.  Paulina was my only 
daughter,” said the dis-
creetly inconsolable moth-
er who has allegedly filed 
a wrongful death cause of 
action against the City of 
New York.

As in life and now in 
death, the accomplish-
ments of  Paulina Rod-
riguez are steadily accu-
mulating.  This time 
with the placement of a 
long overdue traffic light.  
“Hopefully this is the last 
tragic accident we have 
to deal with – this type,” 
Councilman Comrie, said 
with bittersweet opti-
mism at the close of the 
press conference, as the 
throng documents this 
final chapter in a young 
leader’s life.

Cambria Heights

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the
 latest  in Caribbean news, entertainment, sports, 

business, viewpoints and more.

Continued from page 3 
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and 
annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the 
use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next 
dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority is to eliminate 
your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly believe that it is 
most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology performed at one clinic. We will 
design your case, perform the surgery, insert your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole 
process smooth, painless and affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to 
eliminate unnecessary extractions.  We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED PROVIDER given to us 
by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

Join us for

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez

Brooklyn Reporter

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 
2013 BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Antonia Yuille-
Williams
Nicole Robinson-
Etienne
Yelena Makhnin
Elena Solitario
Linda Camarda
Dr. Millie Fell
Camille Loccisano

April Mosqus
Pamela Williams 
Harris
Trisha Ocona Francis
Dr. Melony Samuels
Renee McClure
Christine Blackburn
Kathleen Henderson
Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman

Ana Olivaeira
Eileen Muller
Elisa Padilla
Deborah Carter
Dr. Kara Pasner
Vicki Ellner
Tatiana Terzuoli
Denise Arbesu
Nina Rodriguez

Sponsored by

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel. _________________________________________________ Email _____________________________________________

Check Enclosed ______________________________________ Card # ____________________________________________

 Master Card VISA AMEX EXP. __________________________

Fax to (718) 260-2579 __________________________________Sec. Code _____________________

Mail: Carol Magluilo, One MetroTech Center North 10th Floor Brooklyn, NY 11201

All tickets must be prepaid
Deadline for ticket purchase:  

June 5, 2013
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Patrick Horne
The U.S. men’s national team is gear-

ing up for a crucial phase that includes 
international friendlies against Belgium in 
Cleveland, OH (May 29) and Germany at 
RFK Stadium in Washington DC (June 
2) to prepare for the three crucial World 
Cup qualifiers in June, but all-time lead-
ing scorer Landon Donovan and former 
U.S. captain Carlo Bocanegra are MIA.  Is 
Coach Jurgen Klinsmann ridding the squad 
of the old guard for ‘his’ young guns? Does 
he truly believe that the relatively inexpe-
rienced squad, which has struggled after 
three World Cup qualifiers in this six-team 
final round, would qualify for Brazil 2014?  
Klinsmann is walking a very fine line here 
that could be to the detriment of the team 
and himself.

Donovan, who took a three-month hia-
tus from the game earlier in the year and 
missed the first three qualifiers, could spark 
a sputtering offense that has produced a 
mere two goals in the three qualifier so far; 
the performance has the U.S. in a second-
place tie with Costa Rica and Honduras, 
all on four points. Although the Americans 
have surrendered only two goals so far, the 
tougher games are yet to come. The intense 
Bocanegra has been the team leader and at 
the heart and soul of the defense for some 
time and is still sorely needed in the middle; 
Matt Besler and Omar Gonzalez are good 
young central defenders but lack the experi-
ence for the crucial qualifiers on the road.  
Klinsmann rails about the pair’s perform-
ance against Mexico in the goalless draw, 
but the Tri-colors are a shade of their former 
selves and are at the bottom of the stand-
ings with Jamaica.

The German coach’s reason for Donovan’s 
exclusion, and the same used for Bocanegra 
at the start of the campaign and now, is a 
lack of fitness and rhythm, but midfielder 
Stuart Holden, who only recently resumed 
playing after a devastating knee injury that 
kept him out of the game for more than two 
years, and Brek Shea, the Dallas FC forward 
who is in a reserve role at English Premier 
League club Stoke City, were invited to the 
camp. Why not invite the veterans to camp 
if it’s only a problem of fitness and rhythm?  
When Donovan and Bocanegra pull on 
the U.S. shirt, they make big contribu-
tion and fitness and rhythm become moot. 

By Robert Elkin 
All eyes were centered around some of 

the top male and female track and field 
athletes in the wiorld , including past 
and present Olympians, plus a number of 
high school elite athletes  who are trying 
to move up to the next level during the 

recent Adidas Grand Prix Meet.
Last Saturday marked the ninth annu-

al such meet combining  professional 
and elite school boy athletes on the 
same grounds. competing in their own 
categories.

The weather for the most part was just 

miserable as it was slightly raining on 
and off but it didn’t interfere with com-
petition on the all weather track. Most 
of the track and field performances were 
exciting. In addition, the kids got a thrill 
of their life competing in the same venue 

RACE TO RACE TO 
THE FINISHTHE FINISH

Queens track meet marked by rain
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Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Women’s 3000m Steeplechase
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Klinsmann should trust 
his proven players more 
and give them the benefit 
of the doubt.  The coach 
called up German-born 
defender Tim Chandler, 
who recently had refused 
to play for the U.S.  

“I think Landon is catch-
ing up,” said Klinsman. 
“He’s just working himself 
back into shape and back 
into a playing rhythm. He 
will get sharper and more 
confident with every game 
he’s going to play now. 
So we’ll watch that, we’ll 
monitor that and we’ll 
decide then when to bring 
him back into our picture. 
It’s not going to be for 
these upcoming games, 
but maybe later on we’ll 
definitely expect him back 
in the team.”

Klinsmann has a full 
contingent of players 
including goalkeepers Tim 
Howard and Brad Guzman, 
and Clint Dempsey, all of 
whom are coming off stel-
lar seasons in England’s 
Premier League; and there 
is forward Jozy Altidore, 
who scored over 30 goals 
in the Dutch Premier 
League.  He has installed 
Da Marcus Beasley at left 
full back and it seemed to 
have revived his career; 
with the next game, the 
player will become one of 
only 13 U. S. players to get 
a 100 caps (100 appear-
ances for U. S.).  

 The USA has qualified 
for all World Cup tour-
naments since 1994 and 
expectations climb with 
each tournament, espe-
cially since the success of 
MLS, which is approach-
ing its 20th year next sea-
son and also with more 
Americans than in the 
past playing overseas. The 
Red White and Blue is 
expected to qualify from 
the CONCACAF Zone, so it 
would be a devastating set 
back to the U.S. program if 
the country did not qual-
ify. The USA plays World 
Cup Qualifiers at Jamaica 
(June 7), then host Pan-
ama (June 11, Century 
Link Park, Seattle, Wash.) 
and Honduras (June 18, 
Rio Tinto Stadium, Sandy, 
Utah) in a crucial three-
game stretch that could 
determine its World Cup 
fate.  Leaving out Donovan 
and Bocanegra now is tak-

ing a big gamble.

Red Bulls tie
In last Sunday’s MLS 

action, the New York Red 
Bulls twice rallied from 1-0 
deficits to tie the Colum-
bus Crew, 2-2, at Red Bull 
Arena in Harrison (NJ). 
Captain Thierry Henry 
equalized at 1-1 after the 
Crew took an early lead 
in the game; then Jami-
son Olave scored the final 
tying goal in stoppage time 
to the delight of the crowd 
to rescue a point. The Red 
Bulls (7-4-4, 25 pts.) sits 
atop the Eastern Confer-
ence and is undefeated in 
its last seven games. 

Also last Sunday, the 
Houston Dynamo and 
Kansas City FC played to 
a 1-1 draw and Los Ange-
les Galaxy pummeled the 
Seattle Sounders, 4-0.  Last 
Saturday, Rodney Wallace 
and Darling Nagbe scored 
to give Portland Timbers 
a 2-0 win over DC United; 
the Montreal  Impact beat 
Philadelphia Union, 5-3, as 
Marco Di Vaio scored a hat 
trick and Andrew Wenger 
and Blake Smith all tallied 
to carry Montreal; Jack 
McInerney, Antoine Hop-
penot and Sebastien Le 
Toux scored for the Union.  
Host New England beat 
Toronto FC, 2-1, on goals 
by Diego Fagundez and 
Juan Agudelo, while home 
team FC Dallas topped San 
Jose Earthquake, 1-0, on a 
Fabian Castillo goal. Colo-
rado Rapids beat Chivas 
UAS, 2-0, on goals by Atiba 
Harris and Nathan Sturgis 
and host Real Salt Lake 
and Chicago Fire played to 
a 1-1 draw.

Bayern win
Bayern Munich beat 

Borussia Dortmund, 2-1, 
to win the all-German 
Champions League final at 
Wembley Stadium in Lon-
don; it was Bayern’s fifth 
European club title….
Brazilian National team 
and Santos player Nemar 
signed to play for Spanish 
giants Barcelona…David 
Moyes, long time coach 
for Everton FC in the Eng-
lish Premier League, is the 
new coach for Manchester 
United.  The last team to 
be promoted to the Eng-
lish Premier League is 
Crystal Palace, which beat 
Watford, 1-0.

Soccer

like past and professional 
athletes.

The fastest boy in the 100 
meter dash turned out to 
be Xavier Donaldson,  who 
in a close battle with Wes-
ley Noble nosed him out in 
a time of 15:42  to 15:62. 
Thus Donaldson, won the 
event. Meanwhile Adaria 
Reaves’ 15:32 earned her 
first place for the girls in 
their category.

In the high school boys 
100 meter dash, Cameron 
Burrell, son of Leroy Bur-
rell, emerged victorious in 
a time of 10:40. One might 
recall one day years ago 
when Leroy  set a world 
record in the 100 dash on 
the same Downing Stadi-
um, Randalls Island, track.

Last week’s meet was 
contested on the same and 
renamed Icahn Stadium.

As for the distance 
events, there seems to be a 
future college all-American 
miler on the rise and he 

is from the New York-New 
Jersey area. 

Ed Cheserek of Newark 
and a senior at  St. Bene-
dict’s High School is among 
the top milers in the coun-
try, and is ranked among 
the top five. He holds the 
national indoor high school 
two mile record of 8:39.15 
and indoor schoolboy 5000 
meter mark in a time of 
13:57.04.

In a field of 15 top ath-
letes, Cheserek finished 
third in 4:05.36, behind Ben 
Saarel (4:02.72) and Henry 
Wynee (4:05.04), and one 
place ahead of last year’s 
winner Bernie Montoya 
(4:05.65).

Cheserek graduates after 
an outstanding high school 
career and expects to take 
his talent to the University 
of Oregon.

Originally from Kenya, 
Cheserek also holds numer-
ous  other records, made 
progress during his high 
school career, stead-
ily improved,  and came a 

long way in his three years. 
Accustomed  to the Icahn 
Stadium track, Cheserek 
ran for three years at this 
venue.  He certainly enjoyed 
competing on this Randalls 
Island track.

He thanks his team-
mates, coaches and the  
community for his success 
in attending this  New Jer-
sey based school and make 
a name for himself in the 
nation.

Turning to another 
event, the 400 meter hur-
dles, Michael Tinsley, ran a 
48.43 got first place, and  for 
the females Veronica Camp-
bell Brown of Jamaica just 
edged Anneksha  Mclaugh-
lin also of Jamaica, 22.53 to 
22.63 and Warren Weir, also 
of the same Jamaica,  took 
the men’s 200 meters in 
20:11, and Tyson  Gay  eas-
ily captured the 100 meter 
dash in 10:02. Jamaica’s  
Nickel Ashemeade wound 
up sixth in the same event 
in 10:31. It marked a disap-
pointing  race for him.

“I always wanted to be a 
champion (and I couldn’t 
do it today and couldn’t 
be part of history today),” 
Ashemeade said.,

Jamaica’ s Mario For-
sythe  led a l-2-3-4 sweep 
for his native  land in the 
400 meter run in a time of 
46. 65.

The athletes agreed that 
since the track was resur-
faced , it was a great feel-
ing to run well on it. For 
the athletes not from the 
New York-New Jersey area, 
it felt awedome for them 
to just compete in compete 
at Icahn Stadium. For the 
athletes from this area it 
was nothing new for them 
to perform at Icahn Sta-
dium.

Despite  the weather, the 
meet turned out to be a suc-
cess. However, the inclem-
ent weather prevented the 
athletes from turning fast 
performances and long 
distances. They tried their 
best under the inclement 
circumstances.

Queens rainy day run
Continued from page 45 

Continued from page 45 

Warren Weir signing autographs. Photo by Lem Peterkin
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WICB gets Principal 
Sponsorship

The West Indies cricket 
board received a great boost 
when they got the news that 
Indian conglomerate confi-
dent group, the largest owner 
and operator of hotels in India 
and has its head quarters in 
Bangladore will be the main 
sponsor for the West Indies 
cricket team for the ICC cham-
pions trophy in the United 
Kingdom running from June 
6 to June 23, 2013, also the 
2014 ICC world Twenty 20 in 
Bangladesh will be sponsored 
by the same confident group. 
Confident group is the leader 
in hospitality, entertainment, 
infrastructure , education , 
health care and aviation. The 
West Indies are in group “b” 
along with Pakistan, India 
and South Africa.

Dr Royc J, chairman and 
managing director if confi-
dent group said “as a group 
we see and believe that there 
is the existence of tremen-
dous value in being associated 
with a talented high profile 
and lively team like the West 

Major Windies sponsorhip
Eyes on Cricket

By George H. Whyte

Indies. We will be partner-
ing with them as the lead 
sponsor.

Mumbai Takes IPL 
2013 Trophy

The Mumbai Indians 
played some skillful and fas-
cinating cricket in the final 
of IPL tournament to win 
the twenty 20 trophy. They 
defeated the chennaic super 
kinds by 23 runs. Mumbai 
Indians scored 148 runs for 
9 wickets in their 20 (overs) 
with kieron pollard scoring 
60 not out in 32 balls with 
7 fours and 3 sixes. Ambati 
Rayudu 37 from 36 balls and 
Harbhajan Singh 14 from 8. 
Dwayne bravo was the pick of 
the bowlers for Chennai with 
4 for 42 off 4 (overs), Abbie 
Morkelc2 for 12 off 3(overs).

Chennai Super Kings Bat-
ting Failed Miserably

Salith Malinga removed 

Michael Hussey and Suresh 
Raina in the first over for 1 
an do respectively. Dwayne 
bravo went for 15 off 16 balls 
and Murali Vijay 18 from 29 
balls tried to repair the early 
damage, captain Dhoni bat-
ting at number seven scored 
an exciting 63 runs not out 
from 45 balls with 3 fours 
and five sixes but that was not 
enough for his team to win 
they ended at 125 for 9 after 
20(overs). Malinga got 2 for 
22 off 4(overs), Harbhajan 2 
for 14 off 3(overs) and Mitchell 
Johnson 2 for 19 off 4(overs). 

Dwayne Braco wins 
Purple Cap 

Newly appointed West 
Indies captain for the one day 
international games Dwayne 
Braco has won the purple cap 
for taking the most wickets 
in this years Indian premier 
league. He took 32 wickets.

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

For more information log onto www.noattacks.org or call  your doctor.

You know how to react to their asthma attacks. Here’s how to prevent them.

1-866-NO-ATTACKS EVEN ONE ATTACK IS ONE TOO MANY.

“ I FEEL LIKE

A FISH
WITH NO WATER.”

–JACOB, AGE 5
DESCRIBING ASTHMA

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com for the 
latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, sports, 

business, viewpoints and more.

GET 
Connected.
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THEME: SCHOOL’S OUT

ACROSS
1. Enthusiastic approval
6. Network with an eye
9. Train track
13. Beamed or glowed
14. Atilla, e.g.
15. “Beats me!”
16. Shinbone
17. Tropical American cuckoo
18. America’s singing choices
19. *”School’s Out” singer
21. *”Diary of a Wimpy Kid: ___ 
____”
23. Endorsement
24. Harper and Bruce, e.g.
25. A cool ___, as in money
28. South American Indian people
30. Raja’s money, pl.
35. *Essay’s main ____
37. *Truant officers
39. *Done at the mirror before prom
40. Organization formed in 1949
41. Bone-chilling
43. Picked up by one of senses
44. Expels from community
46. Actresses Ryan and Tilly
47. Of higher order or level
48. 1/100th of a ruble

50. Like nay-sayers
52. Gas type
53. Sir Francis Drake’s “Golden 
____”
55. Approximated landing time
57. Individual
61. *Final assessments
64. Santa Anna’s siege site
65. Sarcastic
67. User ID + password
69. Letter’s end
70. Canal locale
71. About to explode
72. Field worker
73. Caustic chemical
74. Yielded

DOWN
1. PST plus three
2. All the rage
3. One of Los Lobos
4. Opposite of cation
5. Kitchen whistler
6. Blacken
7. Dog holder
8. Like a snicker
9. Paul of “This Is 40”
10. Dwarf buffalo
11. Inwardly
12. *Summer learning ____

15. Excavates
20. Derive
22. “___ the land of the free ...”
24. Helen Keller did this
25. Capital of Belarus
26. “Potato State”
27. Reduce pressure
29. *Read in English class
31. *Formal affair
32. Downy duck
33. Be theatrical
34. Wheel stopper
36. Blue-ribbon
38. *Done to a yearbook
42. Poly- follower
45. *For underachievers in summer
49. Kith partner
51. Right-leaning character
54. Handrail post
56. Love intensely
57. *Colorful accessory to cap and 
gown
58. Assortment
59. Magician, in the olden days
60. Arab ruler
61. Swirling vortex
62. Exclamation of surprise, archaic
63. Surfer’s stop
66. Bit of sunshine
68. Flanders of “The Simpsons”
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