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By Bert Wilkinson
A former Surinamese rebel 

leader and international drug 
convict who waged war against 
military dictators in the ‘80s and 
is now a leading member of par-
liament says he will run for the 
presidency of the Caribbean trade 
block nation in the next general 
elections scheduled for 2015, but 
the governing coalition of which 

he is a key member, says it will 
throw its support behind incum-
bent President Desi Bouterse for a 
second five-year term. 

 Ronnie Brunswijk, a 52-year-
old Maroon from the southeastern 
district of Moengo  near French 
Guiana, dropped the bombshell 
last weekend at a concert featur-
ing American rapper Rick Ross; 

Bitter rivalry brews in Suriname

By Nelson A. King
The World Bank and the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) 
have welcomed the decision by the 
management of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to present 
to its board its proposal for a new 
Extended Fund Facility (EEF) with 
Jamaica. 

“This is an important reflection 
of that institution’s confidence in 
Jamaica’s macroeconomic stabili-
zation program,” said the Washing-
ton-based financial institutions in a 
joint statement on April 8. 

“Jamaica has taken the bold 
decision to tackle the structural 
impediments to growth that have 
hindered its development for dec-
ades,” they added. 

The IMF said that, on the basis 
of the progress that the Portia 
Simpson Miller administration has 
made, the fund management will 
submit to its executive board a 
48-month arrangement, under the 
EFF, about US$958 million, or 225 
percent of quota,” with the recom-
mendation that it be approved.”

It is expected that the board 
meeting would take place by the 
end of April, the IMF said. 

“The success of this program 
Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 9

Suriname’s President Desi Bouterse waves to the crowd after 
being sworn in during his inauguration in Paramaribo, Surina-
me, Thursday, Aug. 12, 2010. AP Photo/Andres Leighton, fi le
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Bahamas
The Royal Bahamas Police Force 

recently detained 17 Cubans at 
Cay Lobos and the Perry Christie 
administration is seeking to repatri-
ate them swiftly to 
Havana.

Foreign Affairs 
Minister Frederick 
Mitchell said “we 
had advised the Cuban government 
that they are in center and we want 
them repatriated swiftly to Cuba in 
accordance with the provisions of 
our agreement with Cuba.”

Mitchell said his government is 
also aware that 16 Cubans allegedly 
escaped from the Turks and Caicos 
Island and ended up in the United 
States of America recently.

Cayman Islands
Former Premier of the Cay-

man Islands McKeeva Bush is due 
to appear in court on Apri1 12 to 
answer two charges of Misconduct 
in a Public Office, four counts of 
Breach of Trust by a member of the 
Legislative Assembly (contrary to 
S.13 of the Anti-
Corruption Law 
2008) and five 
counts of Theft 
(contrary to S.242 
of the Penal Code 2007 Revision).

The charges are another step in 
the long-running corruption inves-
tigation into the former premier, 
who represents the district of West 
Bay in the Legislative Assembly. 

On Dec. 11, 2012,  Bush was 
arrested on suspicion of theft, in 
connection with financial irregu-
larities relating to the alleged mis-
use of a government credit card 
and Breach of Trust, Abuse of office 
and Conflict of interest, contrary to 
S13 and S19 of the Anti-Corruption 
Law 2008 respectively, in connec-
tion with the alleged importation 
of explosive substances without 
valid permits on or before Febru-
ary 2012. He has been on bail since 
his arrest.

Following his arrest, a major-
ity of his Legislative Assembly col-
leagues, including members of his 
own United Democratic party, voted 
to remove him as premier. Bush’s 
charged come in the midst of a gen-
eral election campaign, as voters in 
the Cayman Islands prepare to go to 
the polls on May 22.

Dominica
The Eastern Caribbean Court of 

Appeal recently overturned a High 
Court ruling that Dominican jour-

nalist and talk show host, Lennox 
Linton, pay over EC$60,000 to an 
accountant in a defamation law 
suit.

The court 
granted the appeal 
on the basis of 
qualified privilege. 
In March 2011, 
High Court judge Brian Cottle ruled 
that Linton must pay EC$50,000 in 
damages to a chartered accountant, 
who he said had been defamed by an 
article aired on a local radio station 
in 2002.

The article entitled “Professional 
Conduct Procedure-The KPB Ver-
sion” dealt with Dominica’s econom-
ic citizenship program and the court 
heard that Linton also commented 
on the article in a radio broadcast 
on Feb. 26, 2002. In handing down 
the ruling, High Court judge Cottle 
said the defendant, especially Linton 
“remained unapologetic.” In addi-
tion to the EC$50,000 in damage 
that both Linton and the owners 
of the radio station must pay, the 
judge also ordered Linton pay costs 
of EC$14,000.

Grenada
The World Bank says no new 

loans will be issued to Grenada 
unless the country makes good on 
seven overdue payments amounting 
to US$750,000.

The payments, ranging from over 
US$5,000 to more than US$317,000, 
were due on Feb. 15, four days before 
the last general elections.

The World Bank has written to 
re-elected Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Mitchell saying failure to make the 
loan payments on time is hamper-
ing its ability to 
assist other mem-
ber countries.

The loans, cov-
ering projects, 
disaster manage-
ment, Organization of Eastern Carib-
bean States (OECS) education, skills 
for inclusive growth and Hurricane 
Ivan recovery, also include sepa-
rate overdue amounts of more than 
US$6,000, US$17,000, US $20,000, 
US$95,000 and US$255,000.

The Washington-based financial 
institution told the new government 
that it has been forced to take this 
action since the seven payments, 
which should have been made on 
Feb. 15 under the Tillman Thomas 
administration, are more than 30 
days overdue.

The World Bank’s action against 
Grenada comes on the heels of simi-
lar decisions taken against the Gre-
nada government in recent months 
reflecting concerns about the gen-
eral management of the local econ-
omy.

Guyana
A United Nations agency is urg-

ing Guyana to review the practice 
of granting mining permits and 
concessions in indigenous com-
munities before obtaining con-
sent from Amerindians who live 
there.

The letter was sent recently by 
the UN’s committee on the Elimi-
nation of Racial Discrimination.

It comes after 
the Amerindian 
People’s Asso-
ciation wrote 
the UN to com-
plain that although Amerindians 
received land titles from the gov-
ernment, they have no power to 
prevent miners from working in 
or near their villages.

Spokeswoman Jean LaRose 
said that the group has repeat-
edly sought permission from the 
government to prevent miners 

from exploiting indigenous peo-
ple’s lands.

Attorney General Anand Nand-
lall has said the government will 
consider the group’s request.

Haiti
An aide to Haiti’s prime min-

ister was recently murdered in a 
drive-by shooting by two masked 
men on a motor cycle, the govern-
ment said recently.

The office of the Prime Min-
ister Laurent Lamothe said in 
a statement that 
Georges Henry 
Honorat, 55, 
was killed at the 
house in the Del-
mas district in 
Port-au-Prince.

Police said Honorat was shot 
twice outside his home when the 
men drove by. He died on the 
spot.

Honorat also worked as the 
editor in chief for the weekly 
newspaper Haiti progress and was 
secretary general of the Popular 
National Party that opposed the 
regime of Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” 
Duvalier and his father Francois.

The slayings of government 
officials often occur during elec-
toral seasons, but have been rare 
of late.

In 2008, Honorat said two 
journalists who worked for Haiti 
Progress were killed in an out-
break of mob violence in northern 
Haiti as they considered campaign 
runs for the Senate. A spokesman 
for the United Nations peacekeep-
ing mission in Haiti said a mob 
killed two men suspected of help-
ing to steal more than $1,800 
from an informal credit union.

Jamaica
 More than 270 Jamaicans were 

deported from CARICOM coun-
tries last year. This is according 
to Minister of Foreign Affairs AJ 
Nicholson, who said another 254 
Jamaicans were 
sent back from 
Curacao.

He was 
responding to 
questions posed 
by Opposition senator Robert 
Montague in the Senate.

Of the 525 Jamaicans deported 
from CARICOM member states 
and Curacao, 332 were males and 
193 females.

It was reported that 167 per-

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued on Page 16

Launch of 2013-2018 African Caribbean Diaspora Plan at Stormount Parliament in Belfast, 
Nothern Ireland: L-R: Front - Dr Christopher Stange – Hon. Consul for St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines to Northern Ireland & ACSONI Chair (Ag.), Jennifer McCann MLA & Jonathan Bell MLA 
- OFMdFM Junior Ministers with offi cials and leaders of the National Caribbean and African 
Associations and Statutory bodies. See story on page 14.   

 Photo Courtesy of Consulate General, Northern Ireland.

Belfast Diaspora Celebration
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Three top contenders 

in New York City’s mayor-
al campaign ensured their 
presence to a large gath-
ering of conventioneers to 
the 15th annual National 
Action Network meeting at 
the Sheraton Hotel.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn, William “Bill” 
Thompson, former NYC 
comptroller and current 
comptroller John Liu made 
their bid to woo support-
ers of Al Sharpton and his 
organization. But it was 
Liu who seemed to receive 
the lion-share of applause 
before and after the one-
minute presentation the 

founder suggested.
Unlike the tepid respons-

es after presentations from 
Quinn and Thompson, the 
national gathering loudly 
endorsed a message from 
the only Asian candidate in 
the race for mayor of New 
York. 

Liu offered an overview of 
issues he planned to focus if 
elected to the top city posi-
tion.

Immigration and gun 
control seemed important 
to his agenda. However, 
he seemed to emphasize a 
diverse program that might 
enhance a more promising 
future for the city.

Quinn’s message seemed 

to curry favor with the 
crowd. With only seconds 
to state her case, she laud-
ed the organization and 
its executives by naming a 
few she said were worthy of 
praise.

Although busy moder-
ating the distinguished 
plenary session, Sharpton 
acknowledged the shrewd 
maneuver calling it strate-
gic but joked that it might 
not impact his national 
audience.

Thompson sought a safe 
path, choosing to neither 
curry favor nor commit to 
any particular issue. For 
that he was warmly received 
with a lukewarm response.

By Nelson A. King 
A Democratic congress-

woman in Tampa, Fl. has 
joined a growing list of 
calls for the lifting of the 
half-century-old trade and 
economic embargo against 
Cuba.

After returning from a 
fact-find trip to the Span-
ish-speaking Caribbean 
island over the weekend, 
Congresswoman Kathy 
Castor, said “it’s time to 
try something new. 

“Cuba is changing,” said 
Castor at the conclusion of 
her the four-day visit.

“They have embarked 
on economic reforms that 
the United States of Amer-
ica should promote,” she 
added. “The United States 
of America now should 
normalize relations and 
begin a constructive dia-
logue with the island-
nation.”

Castor noted that 
former Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro is no longer 
in power, describing his 
brother successor Raul 
Castro as “a much more 
practical ruler.”

In addition, she said 
a generational change is 
underway in Cuba’s gov-
ernment. 

“They are still a hard-
core communist nation, 
but they are embark-
ing on market reforms 

in their economy that 
deserve encouragement,” 
said Castor, who traveled 
with members of her staff 
and representatives of the 
nonprofit, non-partisan, 
Washington-based Cent-
er for Democracy in the 
Americas.

As a result of her trip, 
Castor said she plans to 
reach out to President 
Barack Obama and U.S. 
Secretary of State John 
Kerry “to open talks to 
lead to greater trade and 
travel opportunities.”

“This should not be 
done with blinders on, 
however,” she warned. 
“There are still very signif-
icant human rights chal-
lenges in Cuba. 

“It is still, to many 
extents, a repressive 
regime that does not allow 
citizens to enjoy all of the 
human rights that we all 
enjoy,” she added. 

“But after 50 years of 
an embargo and isola-
tion that’s proved that it 
hasn’t worked, it’s time to 
try something new and 
refresh our relationship,” 
Castor continued. 

Over the years, Carib-
bean governments have 
voted with the United 
Nations in calling for 
an end to the embargo 
against Cuba, describing 
it as “outdated.”

By Nelson A. King 
The Caribbean Commu-

nity (CARICOM) on Tuesday, 
April 2, joined the global 
community in approving a 
global arms trade treaty.

The treaty had failed to 
achieve unanimous support 
one week earlier, but gar-
nered the support of a major-
ity of UN member-states in a 
second round of voting.

The treaty regulating the 
international trade in con-
ventional arms, received 
154 votes in its favor, while 
three member states – Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, Iran and Syria – voted 
against the decision, and 23 
countries abstained. 

CARICOM’s lead negotia-
tor, Eden Charles, said the 
treaty’s adoption reaffirmed 
faith in both multilateralism 
and the United Nations in 
establishing legally binding 
rules for relations among 
states.  

“Today’s action repre-
sents an important first step 
towards closing a significant 
lacuna in the international 
legal order,” said Charles, the 
deputy permanent represent-
ative of Trinidad and Tobago 
to the United Nations.

He said the new global 
instrument has the poten-
tial to supplement efforts to 
prevent the diversion of con-
ventional arms — including 
of their ammunition, parts, 

and components — to the 
illicit market.  

“We are proud to be part 
of this history-making exer-
cise,” said Charles, noting 
that the treaty identified 
“clear obligations for states 
to prevent the diversion of 
conventional arms into the 
illicit market.”

However, he said CARI-
COM was “disappointed” by 
the exclusion of ammuni-
tion, parts and components 

from the articles on diver-
sion and scope. But he added 
that CARICOM states have 
always adhered to the rule 
of law in their relations with 
other countries and, as such, 
welcomes provisions that 
prohibit a state party from 
authorizing a weapons trans-
fer if that would violate “non-
derogable international legal 
norms.” 

He said the treaty also 
contained examples of the 

necessary compromises 
made, noting that not every-
thing in the text was “totally 
acceptable” to CARICOM.  

At the last Intersessional 
Meeting of CARICOM Heads 
of Government in Haiti 
in February, leaders had 
expressed hope that “the 
international community 
adopts tangible and effec-
tive measures to regulate the 
trade in conventional weap-
ons.” 

Carib support for global arms treaty

U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor, D-Fla. AP Photo/Chris O’Meara

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves. AP Photo/John Minchillo

Robust, actionable UN vote

Three mayoral hopefuls woo Sharpton 

Call for an end to  
Cuba embargo

New York City Comptrol-
ler John Liu  announces 
the launch of his mayoral 
campaign on the steps of 
City Hall, March 17, 2013.

AP Photo/Jason DeCrow
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RUSS KOFMAN, ESQ.
118-35 Queens Blvd. 14th Fl.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

Debt Problems?

Call toll free today for 
a free consultation

Available for consultations in
Brooklyn and Manhattan.855 NY NOT GUILTY

Are You in Default on your Student Loan 
Debt, Credit Card Debt or Loans?
Are You Being Sued on a Debt?
Harassed by creditors or debt collectors?

We are prepared to aggressively take action 
on your behalf, our firm provides:
  Consolidation, negotiation and settlement 
of debt to potentially save money, improve 
credit and get back on track with affordable 
payment plans
 Lawsuit defense
  Prevention and removal of judgments, wage 
garnishments, bank levies and liens
  Defense from creditors and collection 
agencies seeking judgment 
  Bankruptcy and bankruptcy alternatives
  If creditors or debt collectors are calling your 
job or your home at odd hours, then you may 
be entitled to money damages. Stop the calls 
and harassment

Other Debt Issues We Handle Include...
  Identity Theft Credit Repair Medical Debt Car 
Repossession Debt

We fight debt collectors in court and defend 
consumer rights

855 696-6848
Arrested?
We will aggressively defend your rights 
throughout the criminal process. We handle 
arraignments, desk appearance tickets, hear-
ings, trials and appeals. 

Suriname’s President Desi Bouterse, right, arrives to 
his inauguration accompanied by his former political 
enemy Ronnie Brunswijk, leader of the Maroons or de-
scendants of runaway African slaves, in Paramaribo, 
Suriname, Thursday, Aug. 12, 2010 in this fi le photo.   
 AP Photo/Andres Leighton, fi le

Looming faceoff between Bouterse 
and Brunswijk in presidential race

however, the governing 
Mega Combination of which 
Brunswijk’s ABOP Party is 
an important member, has 
made it clear that Bouterse 
will be the coalition’s candi-
date in 2015.

Brunswijk and Bouterse 
were bitter enemies in the 
1980s when Brunswijk and 
thousands of other Maroons 
and native Indians joined 
forces to fight the military 
dictatorship of then strong-
man Bouterse after Bouterse 
and other military officers 
had staged a coup to depose 
the elected government in 
February 1980.  But the 
two kissed and made up in 
the months leading up to 
the late-May 2010 general 
elections when, with other 
ethnic parties, Bouterse 
won a two-thirds majority 
in the 51-seat in parliament 
to form the government of 

the former Dutch colony.
More than 500 people 

were killed during nearly 
seven years of civil war 
which Brunswijk led before 
the Dutch, having noth-
ing more useful for him to 
do, charged and tried him 
in his absence for interna-
tional drug trafficking. In a 
strange quirk of fate, Bout-

erse, the man he wants to 
succeed, was also indicted 
and convicted by a Dutch 
court on similar charges. 
Should Brunswijk succeed, 
it will be the first time per-
haps in hemispheric his-

tory that one man with a 
drug conviction succeeds 
another.

Brunswijk, who has 
extensive interests in the 
gold and timber sectors 
and is regarded as one of 
the wealthiest men in Suri-
name, grabbed a micro-
phone during a late-night 
concert in the capital, Par-
amaribo on Saturday to 
announce his candidacy, 
saying he wanted each of 
the country’s 500,000 citi-
zens to become rich.

“If your house is on the 
auction [block] please call 
Bravo. If you need US$100 
you call to Bravo,” he said 
throwing out hundred dol-
lar bills to screaming mem-
bers of the audience.” He 
uses the call-name Romeo 
Bravio to match his ini-
tials.

Brunswijk -- like Bout-
erse, was convicted in 
absentia in The Nether-

lands for international drug 
trafficking.  Outside of his 
announcement at the week-
end, the two men have been 
on good terms in public.

 As an indication what 
lies ahead, Mega Combina-
tion spokesman Ricardo 
Panka told reporters that 
Bouterse “still has much 
work to do” and will most 
likely be the combination’s 
presidential candidate in 
2015. “We’re working to 
redeem the promises we 
have made,” he said.”

Despite their convic-
tions, Bouterse’s National 
Democratic Party (NDP) 
and Brunswijk’s ABOP have 
been growing steadily in 
popularity in the past 20 
years and are now among 
the country’s largest. Polls 
show them on course to 
win again in 2015, unless 
there’s a bitter split between 
the two men, as was the 
case in the ‘80s.

Continued from cover

Bouterse “still 
has much work 
to do” and will 
most likely be 

the combination’s 
presidential 

candidate in 2015. 
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Tel 718-518-6656 Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
560 Exterior St., Bronx, NY 10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

OPTION 1

Mon. -Thurs. July 1-August 15, 2013 8am-6pm

$1449* per child ($150 savings)
When paid in full before May 10, 2013.

$1599* per child
When paid after May 10, 2013.

25% sibling discount off regular registration ($400 savings)

Early Bird Registration

� 7-week program
� Kids and Teens

� Ages 5-14
� Academics

� The Arts
� Recreation/Sports

COLLEGE FOR KIDS

SUMMER ACADEMY

OTHER SUMMER ACADEMY OPTIONS

OPTION 1

CALL FOR DETAILS!
718-518-6656

Division of Continuing Education & Workforce Development

Hostos

Register Early!
Limited Space!
Payment Plan!

Community
College

� Reading, Writing & Math
� Instructional Swimming

� Back to School Prep
� High School Regents Review
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Slim Curve 
—WEIGHT LOSS CENTER—

Affordably Priced
Physician Supervised

You’ll be looking good soon.
ERIC CHENG, MD

Diplomate, American Board Of Obesity Medicine

3309 Church Ave (Bet. New York Ave. and 34th St.)
Brooklyn , NY 11203

718.856.3100

BUSINESS HOURS 

Lose Up To

10 Pounds Per Month

By Azad Ali
The U.S. Department of Trans-

port (DOT) has fined Trinidad and 
Tobago national carrier Caribbean 
Airlines (CAL) US$100,000 for vio-
lating federal rules last August by 
not providing passengers with an 
opportunity to leave a plane that 
was delayed on the tarmac at New 
York’s JFK Airport for more than 
four hours.

A DOT press release said the car-
rier failed to provide customers with 
food and water until almost four 
hours after the plane left the gate 
during the tarmac delay.

DOT fined the airline and ordered 
the carrier to cease and desist from 
further violations. 

“Passengers have rights when 
they fly, including the opportuni-
ty to leave a plane during a long 
tarmac delay and to access food 
and water,” said U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood.

“DOT’s tarmac delay rules were 
put in place to ensure that passen-
gers are treated with respect when 
they travel, and we will continue 
to work to ensure that passengers 
are treated with respect when they 

travel and we will continue to work 
to ensure that airlines treat their 
customers fairly,” Lahood said.

Under DOT rules, foreign airlines 
operating aircraft with 30 or more 
passenger seats that fly to and from 
U.S. airports are prohibited from 
allowing their aircraft to remain 
on the tarmac for more than four 
hours without giving passengers on 
board an opportunity to leave.

Exceptions to the time limits are 
allowed for safety reasons, security 
or air traffic control-related reasons. 
There is a three-hour limit for tar-
mac delays on domestic flights.

For all flights delayed on the 
tarmac, airlines are also required 
to provide adequate food and water 
no later than two hours after an air-
craft leaves the gate of lands, unless 
the pilot-in-command determines 
that it cannot provide these services 
for safety or security reasons.

On Aug. 15, 2012, Caribbean Air-
lines flight 421 from New York’s 
JFK Airport to Piarco International 
Airport was scheduled to depart JFK 
at 2.55 p.m. and arrive at 9.25 pm. 
The plane pushed back from the 
gate at 3.07 p.m., but was unable to 

depart immediately because of poor 
weather conditions and the need to 
refuel.

The plane remained on the tar-
mac with passengers on board until 

the airline was able to obtain a stair-
case, allowing passengers to leave 
the plane at 7.35 p.m., four hours 
and 28 minutes after the plane ini-
tially left the gate.

By Azad Ali
The Organization of East-

ern Caribbean States Court of 
Appeal is to determine whether 
St. Lucia should continue with 
appeals to the Privy Council in 
the United Kingdom or move 
toward the Caribbean Court 
of Justice.

The Court of Appeal during 
its sitting recently heard refer-
ence from Attorney General 
Phillip La Corbiniere on the 
proper and correct construc-
tion of provisions to the Con-
stitution, which governs the 
right of appeal to Her Majesty 
in Council, popularly known 
as the Privy Council.

La Corbiniere who is also 
the minister for Legal Affairs 
told the Court that unlike the 
Constitutions of St. Kitts and 
Nevis and Dominica, there 
exists in the Constitution of 
St. Lucia.

CAL fined  for violation
of airport rules

Debate over 
Caribbean 

Court’s 
jurisdiction 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. AP Photo/Alex Brandon
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204



Page 9 • Caribbean Life • Apr. 12—18, 2013

crucially depends on full and 
timely policy implementation 
by Jamaica of a coordinated 
set of reforms, to strengthen 
the public finances, restore 
debt sustainability, enhance 
growth, and bolster the resil-
ience of the financial sector,” 
the statement said. 

“Recognizing the sacri-
fice involved for the Jamai-
can people, the strategy also 
aims to minimize the impact 
on the poorest and most vul-
nerable,” it added. 

The World Bank and the 
IDB said, pending approval 
by their respective boards of 
directors, they have each pre-
liminarily allocated US$510 
million in financing over the 
next four years to Jamaica, 
supplementing the support 
provided by the IMF. 

The World Bank said it has 
recently started a series of 
consultations with Jamaican 
authorities on a new Country 
Partnership Strategy (CPS), 
which will be launched later 
this year. 

It said the new CPS will 
be designed to support the 
country as it looks to increase 
economic growth, create jobs 
and fight poverty. 

Since the global financial 
crisis hit Jamaica in 2008/09, 
the World Bank said it and 
its private sector arm, the 

International Finance Cor-
poration (IFC), have provided 
more than US$800 million 
to Jamaica for social, human 
development and fiscal man-
agement projects, as well as 
natural disasters risk man-
agement and private sector 
development. 

The IDB also said that 
it has “long been commit-
ted to its partnership with 
Jamaica,” stating that since 
the onset of the internation-
al financial and economic 
downturn in 2008, it has 
approved US$1.6 billion in 
loans and US$10.4 million in 
non-reimbursable technical 
assistance to the Caribbean 
island.

In addition to social devel-
opment, agriculture and 
infrastructure, the IDB said 
part of this envelope also 
contributed to a “coordi-
nated, multilateral support 
program for macroeconomic 
stabilization” in Jamaica. 

The IDB said it has also 
increased the capacity of it 
local office with more tech-
nical staff and a new repre-
sentative. 

The IDB and the World 
Bank said they are “expe-
diting implementation of 
important ongoing projects 
that will improve growth, 
protect Jamaica’s most vul-
nerable and increase fiscal 
stability. 

“The IDB and the World 
Bank share the high priority 
assigned by the government 
to restoring macroeconomic 
stability and recognize the 
significant steps already 
taken to achieve this,” the 
statement said. 

“The two multilateral 
institutions stand ready to 
accompany the government’s 
efforts to bring about sus-
tained growth to the benefit 
of all its citizens,” it added.   

The IMF said since the 
conclusion of a staff-level 
agreement with the Jamai-
can authorities in February 
on an economic program 
that can be supported by the 
fund, the authorities have 
submitted documentation to 
the IMF to confirm that all 
prior actions have been met. 

In addition, the IMF said 
it has engaged with the 
authorities and its develop-
ment partners on the financ-
ing for the program, includ-
ing through important con-
tributions from the IDB and 
the World Bank.

“The fund welcomes the 
progress that has been made 
in the implementation of the 
program thus far, including 
the authorities’ efforts to 
complete the prior actions 
and structural benchmarks, 
and on the assembling of a 
financing package,” the IMF 
said. 

I HAVE RIGHTS

I AM 
POSITIVE(+)

People who are HIV positive are protected by 
the New York State Human Rights Law. Do you 
know your rights? Contact the NYS Division 
of Human Rights at 1-888-392-3644 or 
visit WWW.DHR.NY.GOV.

NEW YORK STATE

DIVISION OF
H U M A N
R I G H T S

IMMIGRATION 

Providing expert immigration services to the Caribbean Diaspora 
with integrity, passion and professionalism.

Other areas of practice:

, .C.

Trains: E M 6 to Lexington & 53rd Ave.

Office Hours: Mon–Fri, 9am–6pm

World Bank lauds ‘Ja’ rescue plan
Continued from cover

By Bert Wilkinson
An opposition member of 

parliament has been forced 
to sign a letter of resigna-
tion from his sick bed at a 
hospital to allow his party 
to replace him to preserve 
a crucial one-seat house 
majority to prune alleged 
government padding  in this 
year’s annual budget

Richard Allen, a legislator 
from the northwestern dis-
tricts near Venezuela agreed 
to temporarily resign as a 
legislator for A Partnership 
For National Unity (APNU) 
after his absence from ongo-
ing debates about the 2013 
budget had eroded the com-
bined opposition’s one-seat 
majority in the 65-mem-
ber House now going over 
financial allocations for this 
year.

The APNU and the Alli-

ance for Change (AFC) have 
vowed to severely prune the 
budget, contending that it 
is padded with millions of 
dollars that will be creamed 
off by officials but the par-
ties were hamstrung by 
Allen’s absence after he had 
collapsed in the house last 
week and remains hospital-
ized with a heart ailment 
and elevated blood pressure.

House Speaker Raphael 
Trotman told reporters 
Wednesday that the APNU 
had forwarded Allen’s letter 
of resignation to him and 
that a replacement will be 
sworn in when actual line- 
item examination of budget 
estimates begins next Mon-
day. 

The opposition had placed 
severe cuts on several state 
agencies last year, including 
the office of President Don-

ald Ramotar and the state’s 
radio and television stations 
that the opposition said had 
ignored them completely 
and other departments, say-
ing some of the money was 
channeled back to the ruling 
party and fills the pockets of 
high officials.

The move has not gone 
without criticism from the 
governing PPP. It called the 
resignation “an unsympa-
thetic act” noting that “MP 
Allen is the latest victim of 
an opposition obsessed with 
power.” 

Both government and 
the opposition enforce 
strict rules when it comes 
to attendance at Parliament, 
as the absence of any one or 
two legislators could lead to 
a tied vote or even govern-
ment winning, despite its 
minority status. 

Victim of an obsessed opposition
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By Rick Poore
I run a small business in 

Nebraska. So I’ll probably raise 
some eyebrows when I say I’ve got 
immigration on my mind.

A lot of people think of immigra-
tion as a “border state” issue. You 
know, only important to states like 
Texas and Arizona. Well, unless 
your definition of “border state” 
takes into account Nebraska’s bor-
der with our southern neighbors 
in Kansas, I disagree.

Immigration isn’t just a border 

state issue. It’s a heartland issue. 
Born and raised here in Nebraska, 
and now running a small business 
here, I see immigration playing a 
big role in rebuilding local econo-
mies in rural Nebraska. You can’t 
get more heartland than here.

Just look at Crete, a town 20 
miles from Lincoln where I have 
my business. Crete’s story shows 
how immigrants are revitalizing 
smalltown economies that oth-
erwise would have dried up and 
disappeared.

Crete’s meatpacking plant 
depends on an immigrant work-

force. But the role of immigrants 
in the Crete economy is bigger 
than that. Immigrants are not 
only workers, they’re also the peo-
ple who are starting and running 
new businesses and creating local 
jobs. And they represent a growing 
economic force – buying houses, 
spending money, and building the 
tax base. Immigrants are giving 
Crete a new economic future.

So, as a heartland small busi-
ness owner looking at the choices 
our country faces on immigration 
reform, I want to know: what’s 
going to help small businesses? 
What’s going to create the most 
jobs and boost rural economies? 
What’s going to create more suc-
cesses like Crete?

Taking a common sense small 
business approach to this issue, 
the answer to what kind of immi-
gration reform will do the most to 
boost our local economies seems 
pretty clear: reform with a road-
map to citizenship and a commit-
ment to strong families.

Our rural communities need 
more people who want to build 
a future here, people who want 
to buy homes, send their kids to 
school, start businesses, contrib-
ute. That’s what so many aspir-
ing Americans want to do, if only 
given the opportunity. A roadmap 
to citizenship – not some half-way 
“solution” that leaves immigrants 
in a permanent second-class limbo 
– is the way to make that opportu-
nity real.

Now, there are some politi-
cians who like to rile people up 
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OP-EDS

After a devastating earth-
quake, hurricanes and an 
imported cholera epidemic, 
impoverished Haiti seems an 
unlikely candidate for tough 
love. But that may be the 
best way to resolve a political 
impasse blocking the country’s 
recovery.

At a recent meeting of the 
United Nations Security Coun-
cil, important givers, includ-
ing Canada, Britain and the 
United States, expressed dis-
may over the political paralysis 
that is feeding an increase in 
civil unest and major crime. 
On the same day, major donors 
declined Haiti’s invitation to 
discuss more aid, saying the 
government first needed a plan 
for restoring democracy.

They’re right. For more than 
a year, Haiti has been governed 
outside its constitution. Elect-
ed officials’ terms have expired, 
and with no electoral commis-
sion to organize new balloting, 
President Michel Martelly has 
handpicked 129 of 140 may-

ors. A third of the Senate is 
empty. If there are no elections 
this year, and terms expire for 
another third, the Senate will 
cease to function.

The drift is toward authori-
tarianism, of which Haiti has 
already suffered plenty. Only 
in 2011, with Martelly’s ascen-
sion, has power ever passed 
democratically between oppos-
ing political factions.

Organizing the overdue 
elections, unfortunately, has 
not proved simple. After a 
long, inconclusive fight over 
forming a permanent electoral 
council, the executive, judicial 
and legislative branches agreed 

on Christmas Eve to create 
a temporary one to organize 
local and Senate elections. In 
mid- March, Parliament finally 
named its three representa-
tives, but the executive and the 
judiciary have yet to announce 
theirs.

Martelly may prefer to let the 
Senate collapse and to leave 
local government in the hands 
of his appointees. Yet ruling 
in this way won’t resolve the 
qualms of foreign donors who 
are essential to Haiti’s recov-
ery. To resettle the remaining 
347,000 Haitians left homeless 
by the January 2010 earth-
quake, and to create decent 
housing for those in transi-
tional accommodations, Mar-
telly has to keep foreign aid 
flowing.

Moreover, Haiti needs the 
U.N.’s help in fighting a cholera 
epidemic that has killed 8,000 
people and is linked to a sani-
tation lapse at a U.N. Stabiliza-
tion Mission camp. Although 

By Senator Adriano Espaillat 
and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj

If there’s one thing more heart-
breaking to parents and educators 
than children who have dropped 
out of school, or turned to drugs 
and crime, it’s this: students who 
are bright, hardworking and pas-
sionate about their education, 
but because of their immigration 
status, are ineligible to receive 
financial aid for college.

There are nearly 4,000 New 
Yorkers that graduate high school 
each year that fit this description, 
and under present law they are 
being cheated out of their right 
to an education. These are young 
Americans that were brought 
here at age five, three, or even 

just months after their birth. 
Our country may have denied 
them a path to citizenship, but 
these young people are the liv-
ing embodiment of our country’s 
values.

That’s why it’s critical we pass 
the New York State DREAM Act 
(Development, Relief, and Educa-
tion for Alien Minors), and give 
these students the chance to pur-
sue a college education, begin an 
exciting career, and make their 
parents proud.

After all, there’s a reason immi-
grants from all over the world 
give up so much to move here 
and raise their children in our 
country. 

The United States has always 

been a nation of immigrants, 
and their hard work has made 
our country great. But in recent 
years, our country has lost sight 
of its true values, and has too 
often shamefully exploited hon-
est, driven immigrants as politi-
cal scapegoats.

We all know how college costs 
have exploded in recent years, 
and it’s virtually impossible for 
immigrant families to afford the 
tuition, textbooks, housing and 
other costs of higher education.

The DREAM Act would begin to 
correct our broken immigration 
laws and restore this country’s 
true ideals by making all New 
Yorkers who meet key require-

A third of the Senate 
is empty. If there are 
no elections this year, 
and terms expire for 

another third, the 
Senate will cease to 

function.

Our rural 
communities need 
more people who 

want to build a 
future here, people 
who want to buy 
homes, send their 

kids to school, 
start businesses, 

contribute. 

Now’s not the time to stop DREAMing

Haiti needs help from the 
U.N. to fight cholera epidemic

Immigration reform: 
It’s a heartland issue

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12
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When Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. had 
to resign his Illinois congressional 
seat last year in the face of charges 
he had misused campaign funds on 
a spree of lavish personal spending, 
one couldn’t help thinking of the 
effect this presumably had on the 
veteran civil rights warrior who is 
his father. It would be surprising 
if the elder Jackson, soldiering col-
league of Martin Luther King Jr., 
would not have rekindled thoughts 
of the martyred icon and others in 
the struggle, when Congressman 
Jackson’s fall from grace came. It 
was, regrettably, hardly an isolat-
ed case of people of color being 
shamed by one of their own, who 
asked for and received their all-
clear for elevation.

No, we don’t have the market 
cornered, as far as wrongdoing in 
high places. But whoever said  so 
long as that dubious distinction 
doesn’t rightly belong in this camp, 
it’s all good? Relatively speaking, 
it’s not all that long ago that black 
occupancy of certain strategic parts 
of the power grid was a no-no. And 
a sense of complacency that con-
veniently ignores the battle scars 
hard earned by forebears is to be 
frowned upon every bit as, indeed 
even more than, a fawning, don’t-

belong-there obsequiousness.       
It matters not that Congress-

man Jackson’s train may have sim-
ply run off the rails after embark-
ing on a journey that was framed 
by high-minded intentions. That a 
capacity for wrongdoing ultimately 
manifested itself conveyed unam-
biguously that this was yet another 
individual upon whom  leadership 
was ill-advisedly thrust. 

In New York, we were reminded 
again the other day how flippantly 
some would-be leaders among us 
turn on its head the idea of service 
to the people. State Senator Mal-
colm Smith, a Queens Democrat, 
was one of a small knot of players 
arrested in connection with a brib-
ery scheme in which Smith was 
allegedly fixing to run for mayor 
of New York on a Republican line. 
Based solely on the far-fetched 
nature of this so-called plot, you 
want to believe that the prescribed 
punishment wouldn’t be quite ade-
quate if the prosecution has its 
way (wiretap evidence would seem 
to make the odds rather long for 
the other side), if only because of 
how boneheaded the whole thing 
sounds.    

It’s beyond ludicrous, the notion 
of “serious” discussions taking 

place, involving payoffs and all, 
centering on a guy whose electabil-
ity ranking among mayoral wan-
nabes is probably some number 
the computers can’t quite read. 
And yet Smith, who is no rookie 
in the politics game, either crafted 
on his own or was roped into, a 
scatterbrained bit of child’s play 
whose consequences look to be so 
devastating. What drives a fellow 
to press on undaunted into such 
foul territory? Reporting on the 
scandal, the New York Times refer-
enced Smith as “a near perennial 
subject of corruption inquiries.” 
Which, if it’s telling us anything, 
is more importantly underscoring 
our perplexity as to the why of it.  
Whence comes the motivation to 
surrender so completely to forces 
whose unyielding darkness cannot 
but portend the inevitable?    

Carolyn Kilpatrick began serv-
ing as a member of Congress from 
Michigan in 1996, and it would 
obviously be her preference to be 

still serving in that capacity today, 
as opposed to having had her ten-
ure aborted in 2010, when she was 
defeated. The educated speculation 
around that defeat attributed a lot 
of it  to her son Kwame Kilpatrick 
and the royal mess he had gotten 
himself into as Detroit’s mayor. 
Young Kilpatrick  had turned 
bright promise into utter disgrace 
after becoming Detroit’s youngest 
mayor when elected in 2001 at age 
31, and descending fairly quickly 
into what was exposed as a per-
vasively corrupt stint in City Hall. 
It involved, among other things, 
massive personal misuse of public 
funds, with an affair Kilpatrick 
had with one of his staffers thrown 
in for good measure. Hizzoner’s 
murky trail earned him a 2005 
Time magazine designation as one 
of the worst mayors in the country. 
And he bears the tag of “convicted 
felon” a few times over, the latest 
last month when he was convicted 
on 24 federal felony counts.

Do persons of such bent really 
not know that offering themselves 
for public service isn’t exactly the 
most informed career choice they 
might make? Or is it that those 
tendencies toward dirty dealing of 
some sort remain repressed until 

the power aphrodisiac kicks in? 
Chances are that Jackson, Smith 
and Kilpatrick said all the right 
things early on, hinting at a desire 
to walk with giants. We need bring 
commensurate outrage to their 
veering off on a road to perdition. 
And finding a comfort zone in the 
knowledge that others outside of 
this camp have been much bigger 
perpetrators of this evil, and for 
much longer, that’s what copping 
out is all about.

We owe it to ourselves to sub-
scribe to a higher code. And we 
owe it to King, A. Philip Randolph, 
Rosa Parks, Roy Wilkins, Whitney 
Young and countless others whom 
we dishonor with these severely 
compromised representations of 
leadership in the ranks. It was a 
righteous voice that prevailed and 
gave the vote and a long-sought 
measure of dignity to folks whose 
place outside the margins many 
assumed to be pretty well fixed. It 
took abundant effort to get from 
there to here. It should follow rea-
sonably that conduct among aspir-
ants for pointing the way,  which 
reflects indifference to Selma and 
Birmingham, to Lester Maddox 
and Orval Faubus, is conduct that 
must be condemned.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Jackson’s abuse of a hard-earned right to lead
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ments, including graduat-
ing high school or receiv-
ing a GED eligible for the 
state’s Tuition Assistance 
Program, which offers low-
interest loans and scholar-
ships to our youth. 

It would also establish 
private scholarships from 
the public and private sec-
tor, through what has been 
called the DREAM Fund, to 
offer additional aid. After 
all, U.S. companies are 
desperate for skilled work-
ers in science, technology, 

engineering and math and 
shouldn’t have recruit for-
eign employees when we 
have ambitious young peo-
ple desperate to learn right 
here in New York.

While we had hoped 
the DREAM Act would 
be included in this year’s 

state budget, the fight to 
achieve basic fairness for 
our kids is not yet over. 
With Washington gridlock 
threatening federal immi-
gration reform, it’s cru-
cial that our state lead the 
nation in supporting our 
most promising students, 
regardless of their immi-
gration status.

Through their diligent 

advocacy and courage in 
speaking out, these young 
DREAMers have already 
proven their intelligence, 
heart and patriotism. Let’s 
work together to bring 
them out of the shadows 
and send them to college. 
Despite the setback in this 
year’s budget, now’s not 
the time to stop DREAM-
ing.

with inflammatory “deport 
’em all” rhetoric. God knows 
we have plenty of them here 
in Nebraska.  But let’s be 
honest: doing that would be 
denying small towns across 
rural Nebraska – Grand 
Island, Scottsbluff, Lexing-
ton, Crete, and many others 
– an opportunity to build a 
new economic future.

If we don’t open the doors 
of opportunity for workers 
and would-be small business 
owners who want to contrib-
ute to our rural communi-
ties, pay taxes, raise families, 
and start businesses… if we 
don’t do that, these commu-

nities will slowly fade away 
like so many small towns I 
knew as a kid that have all 
but disappeared today. No 
local grocery store, no res-
taurant or tavern, schools 
closed and consolidated with 
other struggling communi-
ties.

Denying new Americans 
the opportunity to earn citi-
zenship would be foreclosing 
on the economic futures of 
whole communities across 
the rural heartland. We’ve 
always been a land of oppor-
tunity. That’s what America 
is built on. It’s what makes 
our country great. Do we 
want to stop now?

It seems like common 

sense to me that immigra-
tion reform with that road-
map to citizenship will give 
the biggest boost to our 
local economies. Research 
from respected conserva-
tive sources confirms this: a 
paper published by the Cato 
Institute last year found that 
reform with a roadmap to 
citizenship would add $1.5 
trillion to the U.S. economy 
over 10 years – nearly twice 
the economic benefits of 
reform with no pathway to 
citizenship.

Crete, Nebraska is a 
town where business lead-
ers, schools, and commu-
nity members are working 
together to build a strong 

local economy and a bright 
future for their community. 
We need more success sto-
ries like Crete. That’s why the 
American heartland needs 
immigration reform with a 
roadmap to citizenship.

Rick Poore runs a custom 
screen-printing business in 

Lincoln, Nebraska with 30 
employees. He was born 
and raised in Nebraska. He 
serves on the steering com-
mittee of the Main Street 
Alliance, a national network 
of local, independent small 
businesses.

American Forum 4-13

Denial of U.S. Citizenship

Don’t deny the DREAM

Continued from page 10 

Continued from page 10 

the U.N. refuses to accept 
responsibility, it is seeking 
donors for a 10-year, $2.2 
billion cholera eradication 
program based on vaccina-
tions and improved water 
and sanitation systems.

Those benefactors will 
insist on a restoration of 
democracy because they 
know the country’s long-
term future depends less 
on their money than on 
investors who can create 
work for the two- thirds of 
the population who have 
no formal job.

Entrepreneurs won’t put 
serious money into Haiti 
without faith that the gov-
ernment is legitimate, the 
rule of law is paramount, 
and Parliament is capable 
of passing laws to improve 
the business climate. 

Elections alone won’t 
save Haiti. But the failure 
to hold them may doom 
the country to a backward 
slide.

(c) 2013, Bloomberg 
News.

Martelly
Continued from page 10 

SECURITY DRUGS
Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Money Gram

Phone Cards

secdrugs@yahoo.com

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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The Caribbean and Afri-
can Diaspora is becoming 
one of the largest, most 
diverse and fastest-grow-
ing ethnic minority com-
munities in Northern Ire-
land. Last week, a Carib-
bean and African Diaspora 
Strategic Plan for 2013-2018 
(ACSONI) was launched at 
Stormont Parliament by 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines (SVG) Consul Gen-
eral to Northern Ireland & 
Chairperson (Ag.) of the 
Registered Charity African 
Caribbean Community Sup-
port Organisation of North-
ern Ireland, Dr Christopher 
Stange. The launching of 
the initiative also coincided 
with SVG’s Regional Inte-
gration and Diaspora Unit 
(RIDU) strategy.

The strategy focuses on 
eight specific objectives 
to increase Caribbean and 
African integration, Com-

munity Development, Cohe-
sion, Empowerment and 
Entrepreneurship, with a 
primary focus on further-
ing engagement with all 
stakeholders and commu-
nities in Northern Ireland.  
The event was attended and 
supported by leaders of the 
various national Caribbean 
and African Associations as 
well as key stakeholders and 
statutory bodies in North-
ern Ireland.

 “Since its formation in 
2003 ACSONI has grown 
in size, stature and regard 
until it has become a key 
member of the minority 
ethnic community here,” 
Junior Minister Jonathan 
Bell said. “As it has grown 
so has the breadth and scale 
of its services offered and 
ambitions.” 

“I’m impressed with the 
eight strategic aims you 
have set out, because they 

promote a fair and equal 
society which embraces 
and celebrates Northern 
Ireland’s increasingly inter-
cultural identity in the 
spirit of mutual respect and 
growth.” Bell added.

Starting a new life in a 
new country “can be a very 
daunting and challenging 
experience,” McCann said, 
adding: “People can feel iso-
lated, alienated and vulner-
able.” 

“ACSONI do so much to 
address this and play an 
increasingly important role 
in helping to inspire, chal-
lenge, help and advocate for 
their membership. For 10 
years, ACSONI has repre-
sented the pride, drive and 
talent of the African Carib-
bean people here and I am 
confident this strategy will 
continue that work for the 
next five years and beyond,” 
McCannn added.

Dr. Stange said ACSO-
NI is “committed to social 
cohesion and integration, 
because of the enrichment 
it provides. An inclusive, 
integrated, equal and shared 
society, which is at peace 
with itself, is what we are 
determined to achieve. 

“We are working for a 
shared brighter future no 
matter of race, background 
or creed, that every citizen 
has equal opportunity and 
full participation in civic 
life,” Stange added.

The event concluded with 
a live musical performance 
from ACSONI’s “Commu-
nity Got Talent” representa-
tives, followed by a luncheon 
and Fairtrade refreshments, 
along with Jonathan Bell, 
MLA and Jennifer McCann, 
MLA – junior ministers at 
the office of the first min-
ister and deputy first min-
ister.

Africa, Caribbean Diaspora 
celebration in Belfast

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying 
drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of 
drills and needles. Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit 
enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority is to eliminate 
your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly believe that it is 
most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology performed at one clinic. We will 
design your case, perform the surgery, insert your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole 
process smooth, painless and affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to 
eliminate unnecessary extractions.  We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED PROVIDER 
given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.
OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for 
the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, 
viewpoints and more.
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KITCHEN CABINETS, FLOORING,
BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE KITCHEN LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN WITH PURCHASE

oak, any size

$159.99

primed
starting at 

$39.99
pine, starting at

 $69.99
pine, starting at 

$89.99$499.99 $499.99 $499.99 $499.99
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sons were sent home for overstaying their 
time.

Another 58 were rejected for drug-relat-
ed crimes, including possession of narcot-
ics and drug trafficking.

The top five countries from which Jamai-
cans were deported are Curacao, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Barbados, Bahamas and Anti-
gua. Meanwhile, Jamaica deported 26 Car-
ibbean nationals in 2012.

It was also revealed that 794 Jamaicans 
were refused entry from other Caribbean 
countries last year.

Suriname
 In a bid to strengthen bilateral rela-

tions with Suriname and offer diplomatic 
services to its nationals, Haiti will open a 
Consulate in Suriname, 
Haitian President Michael 
Martelly told his fellow 
countrymen recently at 
a meeting in Jarikaba, 
Suriname.

The Haitian leader was on a two-day 
official visit to Suriname.

He said by the end of April a consulate in 
Paramaribo. Suriname will also establish a 

diplomatic post in Port-au-Prince,” he told 
his audience.

Haitians living in Suriname are having 
difficulty in obtaining official documents 
such as passports, birth certificates and 
other relevant papers, since they have to 
send their requests all the way to Curacao, 
French-Guiana or even Washington for 
procession.

“Sometimes it takes as long as four 
months before we received or documents,” 
said Dejan Fleurentin, chairman of the 
Haiti-Suriname Cultural Association.

Several thousand Haitian immigrants 
are living in Suriname and play a signifi-
cant role in Suriname’s agriculture and 
banana sectors.

Martelly told his countrymen that the 
Haitian and Suriname authorities are 
working closely together to resolve prob-
lems regarding Haitian nationals who had 
been living illegally in Suriname for many 
years.

Suriname’s foreign affairs minister, Win-
ston Lackin said his government is seeking 
to secure rice exports to Haiti. According 
to Lackin, Haiti needs about 400,000 tons 
of rice annually.

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Serving the Caribbean Community  

for Over 25 Years

ALLEY CREEK LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN 

PUBLIC MEETING #2

Wednesday, May 1, 2013
Alley Pond Environmental Center

228-06 Northern Blvd., Douglaston, New York 11362
6:00pm to 8:00pm
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BIZ PAGE

Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, 
April 8, 2013 /PRNewswire/ 
-- The opening of the Best 
Western Premier Petion-Ville 
marks the first U.S. branded 
full-service hotel to open in 
Haiti and marks a significant 
milestone in the revitaliza-
tion of the country.

The 106 room full-service 
hotel is located in the busi-
ness corridor north of Port-
au-Prince and will provided 
lodging and meeting space 
for financial and government 
institutions, humanitar-
ian organizations,non-gov-
ernment organizations and 
business and leisure travel-
ers visiting the country. 

“The opening of the Best 
Western Premier Petion-
Ville, provides critically 
needed hotel rooms, cre-
ates jobs and revenue for 
the local economy and is 
a reflection of the contin-
uing progress being made 
towards the recovery of 
Haiti,” said Mark Williams, 
vice president of North 
American Development for 
Best Western International 
at Thursday’s official grand 
opening celebration. “This 
hotel is proof that Haiti is 
indeed open for business and 
it will help encourage addi-
tional business investment 
in Haiti.”

Best Western Internation-
al initially signed a develop-
ment deal with Carabimmo 

SA in 2008 and was sched-
uled to begin construction 
within weeks of when the 
devastating earthquake hit 
in January 2010. Williams 
credits the local owner-
ship group’s tenacity, drive 
and desire to bring positive 
growth to Haiti with being 
able to overcome incredi-
ble obstacles and move this 

project forward to comple-
tion. 

“We are proud of not 
only the positive economic 
impact this project has had 
in the local community and 
in Haiti, but also what it 
means for the image of Haiti 
and its recovery as a busi-
ness and leisure travel des-
tination in the Caribbean,” 

stated Stanley Handal of 
Carabimmo SA.

The full-service luxury 
hotel project, funded by two 
Haitian banks,Unibank and 
Capital Bank, broke ground 
in 2011 with the goal of 
investing in the local com-
munity, providing jobs and 
sourcing Haitian goods and 
services to build and furnish 

the hotel. The result is the 
creation of 130 local hospi-
tality jobs and the work of 
more than 100 local arti-
sans and craftsmen used in 
the design and décor of the 
hotel and also available for 
sale in the hotel’s art gallery. 
“With global support from 
our partner Best Western, 
not only will this hotel be a 

success in Haiti, but it will 
attract additional invest-
ment into Haiti and help 
drive expansion of the Hai-
tian market globally,” added 
Handal.

To learn more about 
development opportuni-
ties with Best Western visit 
www.bestwesterndevelop-
ers.com.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

The lobby and bar in The Best Western Premier Petion-Ville, Haiti Hotel, which is managed by Aimbridge Hospitality.   

 PRNewsFoto/Aimbridge Hospitality

Best Western Premier Petion-Ville opens in Haiti
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

CARIBBEAN AMERICAN CENTER & FRIENDS

The Ultimate Brunch

THE PLACE 
1150 NOSTRAND AVE. BROOKLYN, NY

(CORNER OF MIDWOOD AVE)

BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS WITH 
THE PURCHASE OF FOOD!

YOUR FAVORITE DISHES & PREMIUM BAR!
ADULTS: $15, CHILDREN UNDER 12: $10

CONTACT DONNA: 646-229-4625 
MICHELLE: 347-925-4032 MIKE: 347-693-0318 

JEAN: 917-651-4499 MARY: 718-968-2256 
DIANE: 646-571-7757

EMAIL: CACNY195@YAHOO.COM
WWW.CARIBBEANCENTERNY.ORG

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/CARIBBEANACNY

By Azad Ali 
A government minister is 

taking legal action against sev-
eral media houses in Trinidad 
over a report that the Integrity 
Commission has referred him 
to the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions (DPP), in relation to 
a complaint of alleged misap-
propriation of funds at the 
Trinidad and Tobago Boxing 
Board of Control.

Sports Minister Anil Rob-
erts told a post Cabinet news 
conference at the Diplomatic 
Center, Port of Spain that he 
is under no investigation and 
produced a letter dated, March 

21, from the Integrity Com-
mission stating that he was 
not under any probe.

Roberts said the Integrity 
Commission has categori-
cally stated that no allega-
tions of misbehavior in public 
office against him have been 
referred to the DPP.

He is suing Guardian 
Media Ltd, publishers of the 
Guardian newspaper, the 
Trinidad Express and I95 FM 
radio over the reporting that 
he is under investigation. He 
also intends to sue Ricardo 
Phillip, a former boxing board 
member who had filed the 

complaint with the Integrity 
Commission in 2011.

The Guardian carried a 
front page story stating that 
the Integrity Commission had 
referred a matter concerning 
Roberts, permanent secretary 
Ashwin Creed (who also tak-
ing legal action) and adviser to 
the Boxing Board to the DPP.

The Guardian in another 
article the next day stating 
there were calls for Roberts to 
step down as a minister.

Phillip was fired from the 
board after it was discov-
ered that he was jailed for l8 
months for fraud.

T&T sports minister denies 
misappropriation of funds

Guyana recognizes Kosovo
By Azad Ali 

Guyana recently became 
the 99th country to recog-
nize Kosovo’s independence, 
according to that country’s 
foreign minister.

The information was con-
firmed by Kosovo’s Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Enver Hoxhaj, 
who spoke to his Guyanese 
counterpart, Carolyn Rod-
rigues-Birket who informed 
him of the decision of the gov-
ernment of Guyana to recog-
nize Kosovo as an independent 
and sovereign state, according 

to a press release by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. Kos-
ovo lobbied Guyana tremen-
dously hard through bilateral 
and multilateral forums such 
as the United Nations and 
the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation.
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For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Waste Management

Antonia Yuille-Williams
Con Edison

Nicole Robinson-
Etienne
NY Aquarium

Yelena Makhnin
Brighton Beach BID

Elena Solitario
Pilo Arts

Linda Camarda
Natural Balance

Dr. Millie Fell
Brighton Eye

Camille Loccisano
Frankie’s Mission

April Mosqus
Brooklyn Girl Film Festival

Pamela Williams Harris
Coney Isl. Generation Gap

Trisha Ocona Francis
realestateOCONA,LLC

Dr. Melony Samuels
Bed Stuy Against Hunger

Renee McClure
National Grid

Christine Blackburn
Corcoran

Kathleen Henderson
Carroll Park Playground

Ana Oliveira
Investors Bank

Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman
Union Temple
Eileen Muller
Brooklyn Public Library
Elisa Padilla
Barclays Center/Brooklyn 
Nets
Deborah Carter
St. Francis de Sales Church
Dr. Kara Pasner
NYC Technical College
Vicki Ellner
Senior Umbrella Network 
of Brooklyn (SUN-B)
Tatiana Terzuoli
Greenpoint YMCA
Denise Arbesu
Citibank

Sponsored by

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Join us for

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S

5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Publication Date: 
Friday, April 26, 2013  

Deadline for congratulatory messages: 
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez

Brooklyn Reporter

Jeanine Ramirez joined NY1 News in October 1996 and covers Brooklyn’s schools, 
politics, religions and neighborhoods. She also is the lead reporter on many 

Latino issues. A native Brooklynite, Ramirez majored in communications both at 
Brooklyn Technical High School and Fordham University.

Late Evening Hours-Wed. & Thur. 8am-8pm
AOA Sterilization procedure strictly followed

We accept these and many other major insurances: Metlife, 
Delta, Aetna, Guardian, Cigna, UFT, PBA, United Healthcare, 
Medicaid, Health First, GHI, CSEA, Fidelis, Neighborhood, 1199, 
DC37, Blue Cross, Healthplex, Columbia Dental, Qualident, 
Eastern Dental, Signature, SIDS and many other union plans. 
Call to find out.

Jamaica Park 
DENTAL
153-01 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11432           

(718)657-5100

$600
NEW ACRYLIC 

DENTURES
Full or Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

$200.00
TAKE HOME 

ZOOM WHITENING
Offer cannot be combined.

$650
NEW FLEXIBLE 

DENTURE
Partial

Offer cannot be combined.

 Replace your missing   
 teeth with Implant 
 supported permanent   
 Bridge
 $1,699 includes the implant  
 abutment and the ceramic  
 crown (all made in USA)

 Fix your smile with all 
 ceramic crowns or 
 laminates for 
 $600 per tooth.

Get red off your lose 
 dentures with Implant 
 supported dentures

Full Mouth Dental 
 Rehabilitations 
 with Dental Implant

 FREE CONSULTATION

All Phases of Dentistry including Filling, Implants, Cosmetic, Root Canal, Crown and Dentures

One year to the day before 
he was shot and killed on 
the balcony of the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. stood in the chancel of 
The Riverside Church and 
delivered a prophetic mes-
sage which has come to be 
known as his “Beyond Viet-
nam Speech.” 

At the special event 
“Honoring the Radical 
MLK,” on Thursday, April 4, 
several speakers including 
Rev. Graylan Hagler, nation-
al presiden of Minister for 
Racial, Social and Econom-
ic Justice, Ramsey Clark, US 
Attorney General and Ben 
Chaney (brother of slain 
Freedom Summer volun-
teer, James Chaney) shared 
their recollections and per-
sonal memories of King and 
others.  They also addressed 
contemporary problems 
including the current eco-
nomic crisis, the continu-
ing threat of war and mili-
tarism, mass incarceration, 
stop-and-frisk, contempo-
rary civil rights issues like 
DOMA, and immigration.

MLK’s Riverside honor

Above: Reverend Graylan 
Hagler, national president 
of Ministers for Racial, 
Social and Economic Jus-
tice.
Left: Jordan Taylor and 
Elizabeth Schwartzper-
forming at the MLK event 
at The Riverside Church. 
 Photos by Lem Peterkin
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FREE W
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Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 718-692-1515
Board Certified Otolaryngology. 
Ear, Nose & Throat–Facial Plastic Surgery

2256 Hendrickson Street (1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Massimo Capoluongo, Fort Greene
“I love the Nets, they are my Brooklyn team!”
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(StatePoint) What do you do 
with your unused prescription 
pills and over-the-counter medi-
cations? Do you throw them 
away? Flush them down the toi-
let? Simply leave them in your 
cabinet for a rainy day?

Doing any of the above can 
provoke tragic consequences 
including enabling the drugs to 
get into the wrong hands or find 
their way into drinking water and 
irrigation supplies. That’s why 
it’s crucial to safely dispose of 
unused prescription drugs, over-
the-counter drugs, veterinary 
medications and nutritional sup-
plements.

According to the 2010 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health, 
one-quarter of first-time illegal 
drug users 12 years and older 
began by using prescription drugs 
non-medically.

Prescription drugs are abused 
far more frequently than illicit 
drugs for one simple reason: they 
can be found in almost every 
home, free for the taking. What’s 
more, drug overdose deaths, 
mostly related to addictive pain-
killers, rose for the 11th straight 
year in 2010, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention.
And while it sounds quick and 

easy to flush pills down the toilet 
or throw them in the wastebas-
ket, this method can be harmful 
to the environment and to peo-
ple’s health. According to the U.S. 
Geological Survey, nearly 80 per-
cent of recently tested rivers con-
tained traces of pharmaceuticals, 
including antibiotics, steroids, 
hormones and contraceptives.

So how can the average person 
go from being part of the problem 
to being part of the solution?

Begin by examining every 
prescription you bring into your 
home. Ask your doctor to ensure 
he or she is prescribing in the 
amount you will use.

Consider locking your medi-
cine cabinet or moving prescrip-
tions to a secure location, safe 
from the unwelcome explorations 
of children or intruders.

Remove any leftover drugs 
from your home promptly and 
dispose of them in a way that has 
as little environmental impact as 
possible. 

“Drug take-back programs are 
a great way to get rid of unused 
medications,” says John Waffen-
schmidt, Vice President of Com-
munity Affairs and Environmen-
tal Science at Covanta Energy, 
the largest owner and operator 
of “Energy-from-Waste” facilities 
in North America. Covanta works 
with organizations to provide safe 
disposal of medications collected 
by drug take-back programs. The 
company does so free of charge, 
safely disposing of drugs at its 
facilities.

Since its inception in 2010, 
Covanta’s Rx4Safety program is 
responsible for having destroyed 
more than 600,000 pounds of 
unwanted medications nation-
wide. Partnerships like these 
have resulted in the prolifera-
tion of successful drug take-back 
programs that allow prescrip-
tion drugs to be dropped off at 
secure locations, such as police 
stations or at special events held 
throughout the year, for trans-
port to facilities where they can 
be destroyed safely.

If you think you may have 
unwanted prescription pills 
in your cabinet, take the time 
to collect them for the Drug 

Enforcement Agency’s National 
Drug Take-Back Day on April 27, 
2013. 

More information about 
responsible medication disposal 

can be found at www.CovantaEn-
ergy.com/rx4safety.

Take a positive step forward 
in ensuring your community is 
safer and cleaner.

HEALTH

Partnerships between law enforcement agencies and private 
waste disposal companies like Covanta are making communities 
safer with drug take-back programs.

Dispose unused prescription drugs properly

If You’re Putting Off 
Needed Dental Work 
Because of The Cost, 

Wait No More!

You Can Get The Dental Work 
You Need, For The Cost That 

Is Affordable To You.

Business Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 9AM – 5PM AM – 5PM

BIG SMILE,
Affordable PRICE!

FREE TEETH WHITENING
WITH MAJOR DENTAL WORK

Michael Entin, DDS

(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave. P)

718–758–2301

General/Family Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry

Reconstructive Dentistry

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568
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Sévis Gratis Pou ManmFree Services For Enrolled Members

A Place Where You Will...A

Free Services For Enrolled Members
     Hot and Nutritious Meals and Snack
     Door to Door Transportation
     Games, Arts & Crafts, Computer Classes
     ESL & Languages Workshops
     Dance Classes & Music Therapy
     Health Education & Memory Exercises 
     Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Screening 
     Social Services

A Place Where You Will...
     Make New and Enjoy Old Friends
     Find Caring, Kindness, and Understanding
     Get More Out of Your Life

        100% Covered By Medicaid HMO

Sévis Gratis Pou Manm Inscrits
     Des Repas Chauds Et Des Collations Nutritives
     Porte A Porte De Transport Et Gratuits
     Jeux, Arts Et Metiers, Des Cours D’Informatique
     ESL Et Atelier De Langues
     Cours De Danse Et Musicotherapie
     Education De La Sante Et Des Exercices De Memoire
     Surveillance De La Pression Arterielle Et De La Diabete
     Services Sociaux

Un Endroit Ou Vous Pouvez...
     Faire De Nouveaux Amis
     Trouver La Bonte, La Compassion et La Comprehension
     Trouver La Meilleure Partie De La Vie

          100% Couvrir Par Medicaid  HMO

A safe and secure envoronment where you can spend the day and enjoy social and education activities 
that will allow you to enhance and maintain level of independence

SADC. Inc

1460 Flatbush Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11210
(Located Between Farragut and Glenwood Road)

TEL. 929-234-2900                                                                      FAX 718-889-2349www.SundanceSADC.com

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

“A Winner!”  
− NY Beacon

WINNER 2011
Midtown International 

 Theatre Festival

“Sweet and Sassy!”  
− NY Times

SAVE OVER 40% TICKETS JUST $39.50*!

Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925 
*Offer subject to availability. Tickets reg. $69.50. Regular service charges apply to 

phone and internet sales. Other restrictions may apply.

St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St 
Saturday @ 4:30 pm & Sunday @ 4:30 pm

Broadwayoffers.com 212.947.8844 and use code: SIEMAIL39  

SistasTheMusical.com

A joyful musical celebration of life, love and family!
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(StatePoint) For millions of 
adults in the United States, daily 
activities like going to work or 
school may also be accompanied 
by bothersome gastrointestinal 
symptoms such as abdominal pain 
and constipation. People may not 
talk to their doctor about these 
symptoms because they’re embar-
rassed and find the conversation a 
difficult one to have. They suffer 
in silence.

Recurring abdominal pain 
and constipation, including hard 
stools and infrequent and incom-
plete bowel movements, may indi-
cate a chronic gastrointestinal 
(GI) condition, such as irritable 
bowel syndrome with constipation 
(IBS-C) or, without the presence 
of abdominal pain, chronic idi-
opathic constipation (CIC).

There is no cure for these con-
ditions, but there are ways to help 
manage the symptoms, starting 
with a candid conversation with a 
doctor, sparing none of the nitty-
gritty details. The time to start the 

conversation is now -- April is IBS 
Awareness Month.

Dr. Steven Lamm, internist and 
author of “No Guts, No Glory” says 
patients don’t always communi-
cate all their symptoms to a doctor 
even when those symptoms may 
have a negative impact on their 
lives. “Patients must have candid 
discussions with their physician to 
find treatments that work best for 
them. No one should feel embar-
rassed to talk about symptoms 
such as abdominal pain and con-
stipation.”

Here are some tips from 
Dr. Lamm:

• More exercise, less stress: 
Increased exercise and stress 
reduction have been shown to help 
relieve symptoms. Relaxation tech-
niques may help in stressful situa-
tions, and increasing exercise like 

walking and yoga may also help. 
Check with your doctor before 
starting an exercise program.

• Change your diet: Fiber may 
help create softer stools that are 
easier to pass. High-fiber foods 
include fruits, vegetables, beans, 
and bran flakes. For IBS-C suf-
ferers, fatty foods, alcohol, and 
caffeinated drinks may worsen 
symptoms. Having smaller por-
tions or smaller meals more often 
may also help. Some people with 
IBS may have intolerances to cer-
tain sugars such as fructose or 
lactose. Limiting intake of foods 
containing these sugars may also 
be helpful.

• Drink plenty of water: About 
six to eight glasses of water daily 
are important to stay hydrated.

• Over-the-counter (OTC) prod-
ucts: Laxatives and stool softeners 
are approved to treat occasional 
constipation. These products are 
not intended for long-term use 
without supervision of a physi-
cian and are not FDA approved for 

IBS-C treatment.
• Talk to your doctor: Tell your 

doctor all of your symptoms, as 
well as treatments that have or 
have not worked for you. Your 
doctor may prescribe a medication 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) that targets 

your symptoms associated with 
IBS-C or CIC.

Learning about and improving 
your GI health should be a part 
of your daily life. Take charge by 
speaking to your doctor and tell-
ing it like it is, sparing none of the 
nitty-gritty details.

HEALTH

Tell your doctor about 
gastrointestinal symptoms

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI
P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.
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By Nelson A. King 
Haitian-born Miami may-

oral candidate Anna Pierre 
has asked for prayers from 
three countries, claiming 
that someone is trying to 
use witchcraft to get her to 
quit the race. 

Pierre, one of eight can-
didates running for mayor 
in Northern Miami, claimed 
on Monday, April 8 that 
an unidentified person is 
using “sinister sorcery and 
threatening phone calls” so 
she could exit the mayoral 
race. 

Pierre said people have 
been leaving chicken feath-
ers, food scraps and can-
dles at her office doorstep 
over the past three months, 
stating that the items are 
tied to witchcraft -- mysti-
cal rituals common to the 
Haitian Voodoo religion. 

Voodoo, which blends 
Catholic beliefs with the 
worship of deities, is deeply 
rooted in the Haitian cul-
ture, and also widely prac-
ticed outside of the French-
speaking Caribbean coun-
try. 

“I found little dolls with 
needles in it,” Pierre told 
reporters. “They put a lot of 
pennies at front of my office 
door. I’m from Haiti. I know 
what it is.” 

Pierre, a nurse and sing-
er, claims that her popular-
ity in the Haitian commu-

nity in Miami is a threat to 
whoever is trying to curse 
her. 

Well known for her 1990s 
Creole-language hit song, 
“Suk Su Bon Bon”,  Pierre 
demands in the song that 
her husband put sugar on 

her “cookie” , or else she 
will leave him.

She said the threats 
are not just of a spiritu-
al nature, explaining that 
an anonymous person has 
been using a blocked phone 
number to call her, urging 
her to drop out of the race.

“I have people in Haiti, 
Canada and the U.S. pray-
ing for me,” she said. “I 
have Jesus with me.”

With the elections weeks 
away, several other candi-
dates have cried foul over 
standard political shenani-
gans by opponents, such as 
stolen signs and vandalism.

According to media 
reports, candidate Kevin 
Burns said he has filed 

five police reports with the 
North Miami Police Depart-
ment, that someone stole 
his campaign signs in vari-
ous parts of the city. In at 
least two instances, anoth-
er candidate’s sign replaced 
his, Burns reportedly said. 

Another mayoral can-
didate, Haitian-born Dr. 
Smith Joseph, was report-
ed as saying that he feared 
for his safety and had 
asked North Miami police 
to watch over his medical 
office, after vandals spray-
painted his building with 
what police say appears to 
be a white fist.

Joseph reportedly told 
police he thinks he was 
being targeted by his oppo-
nents.

In the run-up to the May 
14 elections, Pierre says she 
will not allow stolen sig-
nage or spells to derail her 
campaign, adding that she 
has filed a police report that 
50 of her campaign signs 
were stolen.

“My campaign signs call 
for an end to corruption,” 
she said. “Someone doesn’t 
want to see that happen.”  

Pierre said she will 
replace the signs, and is 
ready to take on the perpe-
trators of voodoo spells. 

“They can put all the voo-
doo they want,” she said. 
“I’m a Christian woman. 
I’m not scared.” 

Not threatened by Voodoo

Serving the Community with Dignity
F U N E R A L  H O M E

The Law Offices Of
Georgia E. McCarthy

CALL:

By Appointment Only

902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
 CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation In Supreme Court
And Family Court

 VISITATION AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights In Family Court
 REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections
 CRIMINAL MATTERS
 LANDLORD & TENANT

 ALL CIVIL MATTERS

“I found little dolls 
with needles in it. 
They put a lot of 

pennies at front of 
my office door. I’m 
from Haiti. I know 

what it is.” 
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Author and educator, 
Dr. Kris Rampersad has 
been invited to serve on 
the consultative body of the 
international InterGovern-
mental Committee on safe-
guarding intangible cultur-
al heritage of the United 
Nations Education, Science 
and Cultural Organisation. 

She is one of six inter-
national experts who will 
serve on the consultative 
committee in their indi-
vidual professional capac-
ity, following the decision 
which was taken at last 
December’s meeting of the 
InterGovernmental Com-
mittee in Paris, France. 

At its first meeting held 
in Paris this week, Ram-
persad was also elected by 
peers to serve as vice-chair 
of the organ.

As a member of this 
organ, she will participate 

in scrutinising applications 
to the UNESCO Register of 
Best Safeguarding Practic-
es, the Urgent Safeguard-
ing List and requests for 
international assistance in 
relation to Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage.

 Dr. Rampersad - an 

independent media, cul-
tural and literary con-
sultant and facilitator, is 
a UNESCO-trained expert 
towards helping commu-
nities strengthen mecha-
nisms to safeguard their 
cultural heritage. She has 
been conducting capacity 
building exercises in this 
regard across the Carib-
bean, including in coun-
tries as Belize, Jamaica, 
Guyana, St Kitts & Nevis, 
Trinidad and Tobago and 
Grenada. She has also pre-
pared and trained Carib-
bean youths, policy mak-
ers, decision makers and 
cultural communities in 
accessing the provisions of 
the Conventions towards 
strengthening mechanism 
for cultural survival and 
endurance. She further 
participated in the inter-
governmental meeting on 

intangible cultural herit-
age in Bali, Indonesia in 
December, 2011. 

Rampersad has been 
examining and critiquing 
national and international 
policy instruments, includ-
ing UNESCO mechanisms, 
and devising mechanisms 
and recommendations 
for culture-centred devel-
opment for more than a 
decade. She has also been 
engaged by various inter-
national and regional agen-
cies to present her perspec-
tive and coordinate mul-
tisectoral examination of 
development issues, bring-
ing together policy and 
decision-makers, academ-
ics, private sector, media 
and civil society on a range 
of fields including science, 
technology, communica-
tions, agriculture, gender 
among others.  

Trinidad and Tobago author 
on UNESCO culture body

Dr. Kris Rampersad. 

Women ages 40+ with no health 
insurance can recieve: 

Pap Tests and Pelvic Exams 
Clinical Breast Exams (CBE) and 
Mammograms 

Women and Men ages 50+ with no 
health insurance can receive:

Take-Home Colon Cancer Test (FIT Kit)

Central Brooklyn

Cancer Services Program 
Your partner for cancer screening, support and information 

To schedule your FREE exam 
Or for more information call us at:
(718) 567-1384 or (718) 567-1385

FREE
Cancer Screenings 

for Uninsured 
Brooklyn Residents

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL!

$1,699

2635 NOSTRAND AVE . BETWEEN AVE L&M . 718-554-5632
nydentalimplantassociates.com | nyimplants@gmail.com
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ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

WE’RE
HERE TO 

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant 
and parenting women and their families, including free parenting classes, access 
to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with mattresses, training in good 
nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to  
offer compassionate care and support to pregnant and parenting women.

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S
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For 17 years, Kathy Jordan 
Sharpton has been carefully, 
selecting women she believes 
should be celebrated for their 
excellence. That celebration 
has been marked by an award 
presentation of a plaque from 
Al Sharpton, a lavish lunch-
eon and a gathering of fam-
ily and friends who cheer the 
occasion.

This year’s ceremony at 
the Astoria Manor closed out 
Women’s History Month and 
also enabled WBLS-FM radio 
personality Ann Tripp to toast 
one of the honorees of the 
Women of Excellence Award.

She did not mince words 
in introducing long-time 
friend and colleague Sheila 
Edwards who was named 
during the National Action 
Network’s Women’s Auxiliary 
awards event.

“Believe me, our mikes 
weren’t on unless she put 
them on…and we didn’t 
know who we were talking 
to unless she told us,” Tripp 
said.

The broadcaster whose 
news reports are heard on 
the Steve Harvey Morning 

Show described the honoree 
as an “experienced commu-
nications professional with a 
long and varied career” that 
began when Edwards joined 
the staff at Inner City Broad-
casting Corporation at a time 
Frankie Crocker established 
a career and reputation 
throughout the nation. 

“She has engineered, 
produced and programmed 
Haitian, Hindu, Caribbean 
music and talk shows…and 
we broadcasted live from Bar-
bados, Trinidad, Antigua and 
Jamaica…South Africa, and 
the West Indian Day Carnival 
and from the West Indian 
Day carnival, the place the 
world meets Brooklyn.”

The producer and board 
operator for WLIB-AM’s 
syndicated Yolanda Adams 
Morning Show began an 
association with the only, 
Black-owned radio station in 

the early 80’s. Throughout 
the decades she has worked 
on virtually every talk show 
and many of the music pro-
grams aired on both the AM 
and FM stations.

“Every show I have pro-
duced was to benefit the lis-
tener and the community,” 
Edwards said. “If any of the 
information heard over the 
airwaves saved someone from 
losing their home, helped 
someone to straighten out 
their immigration status, 
connected them to a good 
doctor or hospital and put a 
smile on their face and sway 
in their dance, then I have 
done my job and I’m happy to 
be of service,” Edwards said.

TRIBUTE TO 
NIGERIAN MASTER 
DRUMMER SLATES 
TALENTS GALORE

Nigerian, master drum-

mer Babatunde Olatunji will 
be heralded on April 17 with a 
10th anniversary tribute and 
benefit concert at the Peter 
North Symphony Space. 

The benefit concert marks 

10 years since the passing 
of the world-renowned musi-
cian and pioneer. Featuring 
performances from original 
members of The Drums of 
Passion Dancers & Drum-

mers, Leon Mobley, Sikiru 
Adepoju, Sanga of the Valley, 
Morley, Kofo the Wonderman 
& The Daylight Stars, Fran-
coise Brooks’ Harlem dance 
Leadership Company, saxo-
phonist Bradford Hayes and 
special surprise guests who 
worked with Olatunji and 
were influenced by him. 

Beginning at 6:00 p.m., 
the vent will be hosted by 
Terrance McKnight of WQXR 
and an alum of Olatunji’s 
alma mater Morehouse Col-
lege. 

Over the course of his life 
Olatunji worked with and 
maintained close friend-
ships with luminaries: John 
Coltrane, Carlos Santana, 
James Brown, Stevie Won-
der, Max Roach, Aminata 
Mosata (Abbey Lincoln) and 
members of the super-group 
Grateful Dead. 

Proceeds from the benefit 
concert will go towards chari-
table causes championed by 
Olatunji during his lifetime.

The location for the event 
is 2537 Broadway (at 95th 
St.).

Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

From left, Ann Tripp, news reporter on WBLS and 
Steve Harvey Morning Show, and honoree WBLS en-
gineer Sheila Edwards and Debbi Jackson, co-host of 
the Hal Jackson Show. Photo by Vinette K. Pryce

WLIB radio engineer touted for excellence
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FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By Tangerine Clarke
The Island Air Hanger 

that is set against the stun-
ning backdrop of Grand 
Cayman, will be the per-
fect location for the Cay-
man Islands Fashion Week-
end, that will showcase the 
works of some of New York’s 
finest designers, including 
runway sensation Indash-
io, whose colorful collec-
tions were featured all over 
the world.

Other international star 
designers will arrive from 
London, Africa, Dubai, and 

By John Marrast
Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts celebrates 
salsa sensation Tony Vega’s 
Aniversario Tribute honoring 
his special guest Willie Rosa-
rio who will join Tony Vega’s 
orchestra along with musical 
director Humberto Ramírez 
on trumpet and vocalist Vic-
toria Sanabria on Saturday, 
April 27, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. 

The show is being pro-
duced by Lehman Center and 
Jose Raposo. Lehman Center 
for the Performing Arts is 
on the campus of Lehman 
College/CUNY at 250 Bedford 
Park Boulevard West, Bronx, 
NY 10468.  Lehman Center 
is accessible by #4 or D train 
to Bedford Park Blvd. and is 
off the Saw Mill River Park-
way and the Major Deegan 
Expressway. Low-cost on-site 
parking available.

Tony Vega started his musi-
cal career at age 10, playing 
congas for a kids’ band called 
“La Preferida” in his native 

country of Puerto Rico. The 
following year (1968) his fam-
ily moved to New York City, 
where he played congas and 
sang for various Latin rock 
bands through high school. 
His professional career began 
in 1978 when he joined Raphy 
Leavitt’s salsa band “La 
Selecta” and was the vocalist 
on the hit songs “Cosquil-
lita,” “Shelia Taina” and “El 

By Tequila Minsky
Haitian-born Jimmy Jean-Louis 

plays what might be one of his career’s 
signature roles in the French made-
for-TV movie “Toussaint Louverture.”  
The actor portrays Toussaint–the Hai-
tian former slave who spearheaded the 
slave rebellion leading to freedom for 
the slaves and an independent Haiti 
from France. (Though he never saw 
it, dying in a French prison, 8 months 

before independence was declared).
The film, two one-and-half-hour 

film segments spanning forty years, 
will screen as part of the  Haiti Film 
Fest organized by Haiti Cultural 
Exchange at St. Francis College. The 
film fest is two full days of free Haitian 
films, from noon to 9:00 p.m, May 11 
&12. For details: http://haiticultural.
org/program-06. 

When asked what was the greatest 

part of playing Toussaint, the actor 
replied, “Playing Toussaint was the 
greatest part of playing Toussaint.”

As the first substantial, fiction-
al portrayal of one of Haiti’s great 
heroes, Jean-Louis is sensitive to the 
role’s legacy. “I was very conscious 
that for the next generation, what 
they’ll know of Toussaint is my face 
until another film is made. That made 

Jimmy Jean-Louis speaks about his role

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30

Singer Audrey O’Day in 
an Indashio creation.  

 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Tony Vega.  
Photo courtesy of Lehman Center 

for the Performing Arts

Jimmy Jean-Louis portrays Toussaint Louverture in the movie of the same name. Photo by Veeren-EloaProd

Vega’s Tribute to 
‘Mr. Afinque’

Cayman Islands 
Fashion event

TOUSSAINT TOUSSAINT 
LOUVERTURELOUVERTURE
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the Caribbean region, including 
the Cayman Islands. 

They are Koki Chiepe, Romero 
Bryan, Lady Lux, Gabz n Gabz, 
Andrew Harris, Nadine Merabi, 
Varoin Marwah, Admas Mah-
dere, Man vs Machine, Trefle 
Designs, and Anjalee Arjun.

The April 27, fashion forward 
event will be hosted by Amer-
ica’s Next Top Model winner, 
and current TV host of Oxy-
gen’s Hair Battle Spectacular, 
Eva Marcillle. 

The Young & The Restless 
Soap Opera actress will be 
joined by Caymanian, Janelle 
Mutoo to co-host the runway-
show.

Guava Marketing Director, 
Cindy Rosan, who has planned a 
Culture & Style Welcome Party 
on April 25, and the popular 
“MyStyle” Soiree – April 26th, 
noted that after the success of 
two previous fashion and life-
style events under the umbrella 
of Cayman Fashion Solstice, the 
focus has now shifted to engag-
ing the international market on 
a wider scale, hence the new 

name Cayman Islands Fashion 
Week.

“The feedback has been posi-
tively overwhelming and we are 
delighted at the success of our 
event,” added Rosan, who inti-
mated that the fashion event 

is a platform for showcasing 
international and Caribbean 
trend-setting fashion designers 
and models from some of the 
world’s top agencies such as 
Ford, Major, DNA, RED, Muse, 
Next, IMG and Elite.

World-renown Victor’s Secret 
supermodel Sessilee Lopez, of 
Dominican and Portuguese 
heritage, will top an impressive 
group of models that include 
Georgie Badiel, Kacie Schaffer 
and Bobby Roache.

it very difficult for me, a lot of pres-
sure.“  

Jean-Louis sees this film as an 
opportunity to educate a public who 
never knew about this leader and 
also, to look at Haitians differently. 

The actor was asked: Who is 
Toussaint? 

‘To me, he is the greatest hero 
we have. When I say ‘we’, I’m not 
just meaning Haiti, but Toussaint 
gave us the first Black republic.   He 
has been an inspiration to most of 
the great leaders, Black leaders, and 
he deserves a lot more recognition. 
It wasn’t just about freedom and 
retaliation from oppressors, it was 
about égalité (equality) for the peo-
ple. That’s what he was about.” 

There were no stunt doubles for 
this role.  Jean-Louis studied horse 
back riding and sword fighting for 
two months preparing. He explains,   
“It was a very physical role. Tous-
saint is always portrayed as a physi-
cal person. He was a general and 
he knew how to fight. But, not just 
that, he was mainly a visionary, one 
that our leaders should learn from. 
He still remains an example.” 

Sensitive to the nuance of lead-
ership, Jean-Louis opines, “He was 
misunderstood at the time.  Peo-
ple didn’t understand Toussaint’s 
vision.  Most of the Haitians wanted 

to kill all the white people. Mean-
while, he knew that he had to deal 
with them so the Haitian economy 
could keep growing.” 

“The people thought that he was 
going to bring back slavery because 
of the way he behaved with the 
slaves. Even today, you have some 
people that say ‘Ah, Toussaint was a 
sell-out. (They say) Dessalines was 
the man! He was chopping heads 
and burning houses. He was the 
man!’ “

“A lot of people will still tell you 
that kind of nonsense.  And that 
same kind of nonsense still goes 
on, in the country, when a leader 
disappears. People want to burn and 
kill everything that the leader left, 
which is ridiculous. You have to use 
it. Whatever he strengthened, you 
should continue.”  

What was it in Toussaint that he 
had such a capacity?

“He was a general. He wanted a 
better life for his people and he had 
a vision on top of that. I don’t believe 
that there are that many people that 
are visionaries. He was there for the 
people and only the people.”  

“Maybe because he was able to 
go back and forth from Haiti to 
France, living both lives. He could 
see something different that oth-
ers couldn’t see. He was a French 
general. He was well educated, hav-

ing the conscience to reach back to 
his roots to his people. It opened up 
some roads that made him become 
who he became.” 

Is he similar to Moses?
“All leaders have similarities. Why 

not? Maybe he is our Moses. I wish 
he were promoted as our Moses. 
When you get close to other cul-
tures you do see things differently 
and it’s what you make of it.” 

Jean-Louis also thinks this film 
can help Haitians look at themselves 
differently and ask themselves: What 

happened? What happened between 
then and now? We used to be the 
most powerful island in the region. 
Is it our leaders? Because we got our 
independence and the super powers 
decided to cross us? Is it the debt we 
had to pay? What happened?

A conversation with the actor 
ends with a reminder of Hollywood 
Unites for Haiti (www.hufh.org), a 
non-profit he founded that supports 
sports, cultural activities for chil-
dren and a school in the remote vil-
lage of Cadet, Haiti.

“The feedback has 
been positively 

overwhelming and we 
are delighted at the 

success of our event.”

Picaflor.” From 1980 to 1986, Vega 
sang with Willie Rosario’s band 
and recorded six albums, includ-
ing the Grammy nominated album 
La Nueva Cosecha (The New Har-
vest). Moving back to Puerto Rico 
in 1986, he joined Eddie Palmieri’s 
band and sang on Palmieri’s 1988 
Grammy Award winning album La 
Verdad (The Truth). Now interna-
tionally recognized for his classy 
vocal style and fresh, swinging salsa 
music, he has subsequently had six 
additional albums and nine singles 
make it into the Billboard top ten 

charts. 
Willie Rosario (aka “Mr. Afinque”) 

was born Frenando Luis Rosario 
Marin in Coano, Puerto Rico in 
1930, and studied guitar, saxo-
phone, drums and music theory 
as a child. When Rosario’s family 
moved to Spanish Harlem in 1946, 
Willie began to play conga with 
various orchestras, including those 
led by Noro Morales, Johnny Segui, 
and Aldemaro Romero. 

Victoria Sanabria, known as the 
“Queen of the Trova Jibara” started 
singing professionally in her native 
Puerto Rico in 1983, when she was 
only seven years old. Sanabria’s 
spectacular vocal style has been 
said to carry “the whole essence of 
Puerto Rican country song.

Continued from page 29 

Continued from page 29 

Continued from page 29 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS
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I Am Not A Human Being II
Lil Wayne

The 20/20 Experience
Justin Timberlake

The Dark Side Of The Moon
Pink Floyd

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

Delta Machine
Depeche Mode

Comedown Machine
The Strokes

The Truth About Love
P!nk

Based On A True Story ...
Blake Shelton 

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

Native
OneRepublic

Suit & Tie
Justin Timberlake Feat. Jay-Z

When I Was Your Man
Bruno Mars 

Thrift Shop
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis...

Daylight
Maroon 5

Stay
Rihanna Feat. Mikky Ekko

I Knew You Were Trouble
Taylor Swift

Sweet Nothing
Calvin Harris Feat. Florence Welch

Feel This Moment
Pitbull Feat. Christina Aguilera 

Locked Out Of Heaven
Bruno Mars

Don’t You Worry Child
Swedish House Mafia Feat. John Martin

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Director of Haiti Cultural Exchange Regine Roumain converses 
with actor Jimmy Jean-Louis about his career at Five Myles Gal-
lery in Brooklyn. Photo by Tequila Minsky

From left, Willie Rosario, Victoria Sanabria and  Humberto Ramir-
ez. Photo courtesy of Lehman Center for the Performing Arts

Fashion show

Tribute

Louverture
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American Meat (Unrated) 
Solutions-oriented documen-
tary examining the state of 
the U.S. meat business from 
the point-of-view of farmers 
working in the industry.  

The Angel’s Share (Unrat-
ed) Ken Loach directed this 
bittersweet tale of redemp-
tion, set in Scotland, about 
a petty criminal (Paul Bran-
nigan) who promises to turn 
over a new leaf after his girl-
friend (Siobhan Reilly) has a 
baby. With John Henshaw, 
Gary Maitland and Jasmin 
Riggins. 

Disconnect (R for sexual-
ity, profanity, violence, graph-
ic nudity and teen drug use) 
Serendipitous cyber thriller 
exploring themes ranging 
from bullying to the invasion 
of privacy from the perspec-
tive of people desperate to 
make a human connection 
in today’s totally wired world. 
Starring Jason Bateman, 
Paula Patton, Hope Davis and 
Kasi Lemmons. 

Into the White (R for pro-
fanity) Strange bedfellows 
saga, set in Norway during 
World War II, about five, 
downed fighter pilots, three 
German, two British, who 
team-up to survive the harsh 
elements in the wilderness. 
Cast includes Rupert Grint, 

Florian Lukas, David Kross, 
Stig Henrik Hoff and Knut 
Joner. (In English, Norwegian 
and German with subtitles) 

It’s a Disaster (R for pro-
fanity, sexual references and 
drug use) Apocalyptic come-
dy about four couples who get 
together for Sunday brunch 
only to find themselves stuck 
together in a house as the end 
of the world approaches. Fea-
turing America Ferrara, Julia 
Stiles, David Cross, Rachel 
Boston and Jeff Grace. 

Not Today (PG-13 for 
mature themes) Faith-based 
drama about a spoiled-rotten 
rich kid (Cody Longo) who 
comes to appreciate his many 
blessings while vacationing in 
India where he witnesses the 
sex-trafficking of lower caste 
girls. With John Schneider, 
Walid Amini, Cassie Scerbo 
and Justin Baldoni. (In Eng-
lish, Hindi and Telugu) 

Paris-Manhattan (Unrated) 
Romantic romp, set in Paris, 
revolving around a lonely, 
Woody Allen-obsessed phar-
macist (Alice Taglioni) whose 

frustrated father (Michael 
Aumont) tries to play match-
maker by introducing her to 
a burglary alarm technician 
(Patrick Bruel). Support cast 
includes Marine Delterme, 
Louis-Do le Lencquesaing 
and Marie-Christine Adam, 
with a cameo by Wood Allen. 
(In French with subtitles) 

This Ain’t California 
(Unrated) Cold War docu-
mentary highlighting the 
exploits of a trio of popular 
skateboarders who had their 
heyday in East Germany back 
in the Eighties. (In German 
with subtitles) 

To the Wonder (R for nudi-
ty and sexuality) Terrence 
Malick directed this romance 
drama, set in Oklahoma, 
about a couple (Ben Affleck 
and Olga Kurylenko) whose 
relationship is on the rocks, 
with him taking up with a 
childhood friend (Rachel 
McAdams) while she cries 
on the shoulder of a Catho-
lic priest (Javier Bardem) (In 
English, French, Spanish and 
Italian with subtitles.)

By Kam Williams
     Lucky enough to be born 
into a wealthy family, Caden 
Welles (Cody Longo) is living the 
American Dream. With money to 
burn at his disposal, the spoiled 
20-year-old took off on a whim 
for a vacation in Hyderabad, 
India, along with some of his 
equally-irresponsible friends.

Before Caden left, his mom 
(Shari Rigby) packed a Bible in 
his suitcase with a note tucked 
in the pages asking God to help 
her son appreciate his blessings 
while on the subcontinent. For-
tunately, it doesn’t take long for 
that prayer to be answered. 

For, upon landing, Caden 
experiences quite a cultural 
shock when he finds himself 
in the midst of abject poverty 
he never knew existed. And 
instead of being able to par-
ticipate in the non-stop party-
ing they’d planned, he ends 
up feeling guilty about all the 
suffering he’s surrounded by.

He specifically regrets hav-
ing cynically refused to help 
a beggar with a little girl 
claiming to be starving. In 
fact, he becomes so haunted 
that he goes back to look for 
them, only to learn that Kiran 
(Walid Amini) had reluctant-
ly sold Annika (Persis Karen) 
into slavery to survive.

Determined to reunite 
father and daughter, Caden 
decides to try to track down 
the seven-year-old, a search 
which leads to the ugly under-
world of sex trafficking. There, 
he discovers that Annika’s free-
dom will come at considerable 

cost, since the pimp who had 
purchased her expects to make a 

tidy profit to part with her. 
Thanks to cell phone technol-

ogy, Caden can both cry on 
the shoulder of his empa-
thetic girlfriend (Cassie Scer-
bo) back home and ask his 
dad (John Schneider) to wire 
him $20,000 fast. There’s no 
hesitation, when the request 
is for such a worthy cause, 
as opposed to underwriting 
another one of the reformed 
slacker’s trademark self-
indulgences.

Thus unfolds “Not Today,” 
a compelling, modern moral-
ity play marking the notewor-
thy directorial debut of Jon 
Van Dyke. Without getting 
too heavy-handed, the faith-
based cautionary tale does a 
decent job of delivering its 
sobering message about a 
widespread form of exploita-
tion of millions, which no one 
ever talks about.

A searing indictment of 
India’s shameful caste system 

as a means of enslaving females 
based on the color of their skin. 

“Not Today”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for 
mature themes
Running time: 
103 minutes
Distributor: Lionsgate

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Cody Longo (left) who plays the lead role of Caden and Walid Amini who 
plays the role of Annika’s father in “Not Today” pose with pupils in India.

Independent & Foreign Films

Spoiled American rich kid redeems himself in India

A CHERNIN ENTERTAINMENT/MONOLITH PICTURES/RADICAL STUDIOS PRODUCTION A JOSEPH KOSINSKI FILMUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA TOM CRUISE “OBLIVION” OLGA KURYLENKO ANDREA RISEBOROUGH
NIKOLAJ COSTER-WALDAU AND MELISSA LEO M83MUSIC

BY
EXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS DAVE MORRISON JESSE BERGER JUSTIN SPRINGER JOSEPH KOSINSKIPRODUCED
BY PETER CHERNIN DYLAN CLARK BARRY LEVINE DUNCAN HENDERSON BASED ON THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

ORIGINAL STORY BY JOSEPH KOSINSKI
AND MICHAEL DEBRUYNSCREENPLAY

BY KARL GAJDUSEK DIRECTED
 BY JOSEPH KOSINSKISOUNDTRACK ON

BACK LOT MUSIC A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2012 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
IMAX® IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF IMAX CORPORATION

FEATURING THE ORIGINAL SONG “OBLIVION” BY M83 (FEAT. SUSANNE SUNDFØR)

STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 19
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13
ANTI-HARASSMENT RALLY: Join us, the 
Alliance at an Anti-Street-Harassment Day 
rally and chalk-walk beginning in Washington 
Square Park at noon. At 2:00 p.m., we’ll leave 
the rally to chalk the streets of New York with 
positive messages against street harassment. 
Chalk is provided! At 5:00 p.m., after your 
hard work has paid off, come to The Half Pint 
on the corner of Thompson and West 3rd to 
refuel. Join Hollaback! as they chalk their 
way through NYC, sending positive messages 
against street harassment. The co-sponsors 
include Councilmember Julissa Ferreras, UN 
Women, the Feminist Society at NYU, STEPS 
to End Family Violence, “Let your Voice be 
Heard” radio. 

MONDAY, APRIL 15
ZUMBA: Join EmblemHealth Neighborhood 
Care for a dance-fitness class that’s friendly 
and fun. It uses the Zumba formula, with mod-
ified moves and pacing for active older people 
and those starting their journey to achieve a fit 
and healthy lifestyle. We’ll ask you to fill out an 
emergency form on the first day of class, wear 
comfortable shoes and workout gear and we’ll 
provide plenty of water! Please let your doctor 
know you’ll be participating in an exercise 
class. Each event is free and open to the public 
and is being held at 206-20 Linden Boulevard 
in Cambria Heights, Queens.

THURSDAY, APRIL 18
DINING FOR DIABETICS: Join us as we 
discuss the special nutritional needs of those 
with diabetes. Learn how to eat right while 
still enjoying your meals. Topics will include: 
healthier versions of popular ethnic recipes 
(with recipe handouts), healthy eating on 
a budget (can I afford it?), how to read food 
labels (can I eat it?), fun and interactive cook-
ing demonstrations (let’s cook!). This event is 
free, just call to RSVP: 1-646-476-1294  206-20 
Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, Queens.

MEDICARE 101: Come and learn how Medi-
care works, what a donut hole is, what a copay 
is, What assistance is available to help with 
cost and so much more from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m. Space is limited, so call to reserve a seat 
today. A sales person will be present with 
information and applications. To register for 
this seminar and for accommodation of per-
sons with special needs at sales meetings, call 
1-800-447-9169, seven days a week, 8:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. For those with hearing and speech 
impairments, call 1-877-444-2786, seven days 
a week, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Each event is 
open to the public and is being held at 206-20 
Linden Blvd. in Cambria Heights, Queens.

FRIDAY,  APRIL 19
COME TALK TO GREG: Take advantage of 
this opportunity to meet one-on-one with 
Greg Johnson, EmblemHealth’s Director of 
Community Outreach and Creator of the Care 
for the Family Caregiver Program.  Greg has 

received numerous awards and recognition 
within the fields of health care, family caregiv-
ing and service to others. Family caregivers 
are welcome to meet with him for support and 
advice. RSVP: 1-646-447-7175 Each event is 
open to the public and is being held at 206-20 
Linden Blvd. in Cambria Heights, Queens.

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
GIRL EMPOWERMENT: Caribbean Women’s 
Health Association, Inc. is excited to announce 
the opening of registration for “Who Runs 
the World? Girls! A Girls’ Empowerment and 
Mentorship Symposium from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at St. Francis College (182 Remsen St., 
Brooklyn, N.Y.). Girls ages 10-19 are invited 
to register for this free event. Participants are 
encouraged to register early, as space is limited 
to 100 girls. Registration closes on Friday, 
April 19, 2013.

PERFORMANCE ARTS: Join us for an 
evening of FUSION URBANA featuring the 
reggaeton duo RKM & KEN-Y plus New 
York’s hottest bachata group 24 HORAS and 
bachata sensation Karlos Rose. Tickets for 
all shows can be purchased by calling the 
Lehman Center box office at 718-960-8833 
(Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. and beginning at 12 noon on the day of 
the concert), or through 24-hour online access 
at www.LehmanCenter.org. Lehman Center 
for the Performing Arts is on the campus on 

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

IMMIGRATION SERVICES: Free immi-
gration services. Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m. 67 Hanson Place, Office of Coucil 
Member James. Call (718) 260-9191.

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE: BronxWorks will 
be providing free tax prep to the South Bronx 
residents. Morris ISC:  Monday to Thursday, 
10:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. 
2070 Grand Concourse, Saturdays 9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 

COMMUNITY CENTER: Are you looking 
to improve your life? Take a class at Com-
munity Learning Center: How to Write a 
Book or Script, Create a Resume, How to 
Create Wealth, Get/Keep a Spouse, Start 
a Business. Classes for everyone. Commu-
nity Learning Center 147-12 Archer Ave., 
Queens. For more information/RSVP, call 
(718) 291-1094.

Lehman College/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West, N.Y. 10468. Low-cost on-site 
parking is available for $5.

ONGOING    
SATURDAY, APRIL 6 - SATURDAY, MAY 11
LIVING WITH DIABETES: This six-week 
mind/body/spirit approach to diabetes manage-
ment was developed by Stanford University and 
offers research-proven success for those who 
complete it. Take control, renew your sense 
of well-being and lead a healthy, fulfilling life. 
You’ll learn how to: manage symptoms, better 
understand your condition, reduce stress and 
boost confidence, problem solve and better 
manage everyday tasks, gain control of your 
diabetes - and have more energy to devote to 
feeling healthy, content and nourished. This 
event is free, all who plan to attend must pre-
register by calling 1-646-476-1294, 206-20 
Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, Queens.

UNTIL APRIL 15
FREE TAX ASSISTANCE: BronxWorks will 
be providing free tax preparation to the South 
Bronx residents.

MORRIS ISC:  Monday to Thursday, 10:00 a.m 
to 7:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. 

2070 GRAND CONCOURSE, SATURDAYS 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

UNTIL APRIL 15
FREE TAX ASSISTANCE:

Ariva at Spring Bank, 69 E. 167A Gerard 
Ave., 2nd Fl., Monday & Thursday, 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.; Tuesday and Wednesday, 1:00 to 
7:00 p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; 
call (718) 292-2983 for further information.

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
and Tax Counseling for the Elderly, at the 
Bethex Federal Credit Union, 20 E. 179th 
St., Thursday And Friday, 5:30 to 9:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; call (718) 299-9100 
for further information.

Food Bank of New York City, at 1000 Sedg-
wick Ave., Ste. 1A, Monday & Thursday, 2:00 
to 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.; and Saturday, 3:00 to 6 :00 p.m.; Call 
212-639-9675 for further information.

DONATIONS: St. Robert Bellarmine Church 
is joining  efforts with the Dioceses of Trenton 
to bring relief to victims in the hardest hit 
areas. The church has organized a sorting 
sub station in the parish and will be deliver-
ing donations to various locations shortly. 
The church is seeking donations of cardboard 
shipping boxes for packing or rubber bins for 
storage for victims. Donations are tax deduct-
ible  and the church will provide you with a 
receipt upon request. Feel free to contact St. 
Robert Bellarmine Church at any time Attn: 
SRB Hurricane Relief Effort, 61 Georgia Rd., 
Freehold, NJ 07728 or srbwelcome@gmail.
com, Pam Stengel (732) 580-0075, Linda Altini 
(917) 578-4852. Phone: (732) 462-7429 or Fax: 
(732) 409-3496.

QUEENS SICKLE CELL: The Queens Sickle 
Cell Advocacy Network, 207-08 Hollis  Ave., 
Queens Village, N.Y., presents a Parent to Par-
ent Support Group meeting every first Monday 
of every month, 7:00 p.m. For directions and 
registration, call (718) 712-0873 or email 
Qscanorg@verizon.net.

FAIRWAY MARKET SHUTTLE: Fairway 
Market is now offering a free group shuttle bus 
to its Red Hook, Brooklyn store at 480-500 
Van Brunt St., Mondays thru Wednesdays from 
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. For pick-up reservations 
for groups of 10 or more, within a five-mile 
radius of the store, call Viola Williams or 
Marcy Rosenblum at (347) 750-1251. There will 
also be pickups on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. at 589 Prospect Ave., between 11 
and 10 avenues. All seniors get a five percent 
discount in the store. Each group will have an 
hour and a half to shop and/or enjoy a bite to 
eat in the picturesque cafe by the waterfront.

FARMERS MARKET: Seeds in the Middle 
is sponsoring The Crown Heights Farmers 
Market offering fresh fruits and vegetables, 
including calaloo and Caribbean favorites and 
accepting EBT, WIC, Snap, FMNP, Health 
Bucks, and Fresh Connect. The market will be 
operating every Thursday from 12 noon to 7:00 
p.m. at Hamilton Metz Park at Albany and Lef-
ferts avenues, Brooklyn. For more information, 
visit www.seedsinthemiddle.org.
COMPILED BY NATALIE Y. HENRY
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Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

WEDDING BANQUETS
and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)

THEME: EARTH DAY

ACROSS
1. It’s a wrap
6. *A call to being green, acr.
9. Fog effect
13. Solo
14. Mother, sister or daughter
15. “_____ truly”
16. Teacher’s pet, e.g.
17. Radio knob
18. Consume
19. Bungle
21. *Biology branch
23. Long time
24. Niels Bohr’s study object
25. Cleopatra’s killer?
28. Christening acquisition
30. On which Romney and Obama 
were found
35. It must go on?
37. *Like animal near extinction
39. Marilyn Munster to Herman Mun-
ster, e.g.
40. Delhi dress
41. Sends by posts
43. Imitator
44. Are not
46. Mosquito net fabric
47. End of the line
48. Noontime
50. Give certain impression

52. DNA transmitter
53. Boll weevil, e.g.
55. Car display
57. *Garden helper
61. Iron Man’s robotic nemesis
64. French farewell
65. Galley tool
67. Vociferously praises
69. Choral composition with sacred 
lyrics
70. Fix a game
71. He lives on Sesame Street
72. *You do it to your garden’s soil 
before planting
73. “... ___ he drove out of sight”
74. Homes are often tested for this

DOWN
1. Maple syrup precursor
2. Reunion attendee
3. Lariat, e.g.
4. Used in some liquors
5. *Earth Day founder
6. Please get back to me
7. 17th letter of Greek alphabet
8. Rent again
9. Delivered by a mare
10. *Its emissions are regulated
11. Pharma product
12. Grammy of sports
15. Tower of London guard
20. Render harmless

22. *Corn holder, often left behind to 
protect soil quality
24. Most aerial
25. Indian state
26. Harry Belafonte’s daughter
27. Focused or riveted
29. “Yes, ___”
31. One who fabricates
32. _____ colony, middle ages
33. *An earthly body
34. *Earth to ancient Romans
36. *Prop pusher
38. Do it “or ____!”
42. Beach souvenir
45. To give up or bow out
49. Up and down nod
51. *______ earth
54. Mercantile establishment
56. Kate Middleton’s head gear
57. Barack’s David
58. One wafting
59. Possible indoor allergy cause
60. Voyeur’s glance
61. Impulse
62. “____ your manners”
63. Assortment
66. *Clean ___ Act
68. Congressional title
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It is 2 am and that cough 
and stuffy nose you have 
been battling is still keep-
ing you up. You reach for 
the nighttime cold relief 
medicine only to find it 
expired a few months ago. 
If you take a dose to ease 
your symptoms, will you be 
putting yourself at risk?

This situation is a rela-
tively common occurrence. 
Many medicine cabinets 
are stocked with over-the-
counter drugs as well as 
prescription medications 
that may be past their expi-
ration dates. It is a good 
idea to routinely discard 
expired medicines, but if 
you happen to take a drug 
that has passed its expira-
tion date, you will most 
likely suffer no ill effects.

According to the Har-
vard Medical School Family 
Health Guide, the expira-
tion date on a medicine 
is not the dates when a 
drug becomes hazardous. 
Rather, it marks the period 
of time after which a drug 
company can no longer 
guarantee the efficacy of 
the medication. 

Since 1979, drug manu-
facturers selling medica-
tions in the United States 
have been required by the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion to stamp an expira-
tion date on their products. 
This is the date until which 

the manufacturer can still 
guarantee full potency of 
the drug. 

Expiration dates also may 
be a marketing ploy. Fran-
cis Flaherty, a retired Food 
and Drug Administration 
pharmacist, has said drug 
manufacturers put expira-
tion dates on products for 
marketing purposes rath-
er than scientific reasons. 

It doesn’t make financial 
sense to a company to have 
products on the shelves for 
years. Therefore, most drug 
manufacturers will not do 
long-term testing on prod-
ucts to confirm if they will 
be effective 10 to 15 years 
after manufacture.

The U.S. military has 
conducted its own studies 

with the help of the Admin-
istration. Food and Drug 
Administration research-
ers tested more than 100 
over-the-counter and pre-
scription drugs. Around 90 
percent were proven to still 
be effective long past the 
expiration date — some for 
more than 10 years. Drugs 
that are stored in cool, dark 
places have a better chance 
of lasting because the fill-
ers used in the product 
will not separate or start to 
break down as they might 
in a warm, humid environ-
ment. Storing medicines in 
the refrigerator can pro-
long their shelf life.

Although a pharmacist 
cannot legally advise con-
sumers to use medication 
past an expiration date, 
most over-the-counter 
pain relievers and drugs 
in pill form should still be 
fine. Certain liquid antibi-
otics and drugs made up 
of organic materials can 
expire faster than others. 
For those who still want to 
err on the safe side, rou-
tinely clean out medica-
tions from cabinets once 
they expire. 

However, if an expired 
medication is taken by mis-
take, there’s little need to 
worry about potentially 
adverse effects. 

Is it safe to take 
expired medications?

Pharmacists say that if an expired medication is taken by mistake, there’s likely little need to worry 
about potentially adverse effects.

Although a 
pharmacist cannot 

legally advise 
consumers to use 
medication past 

an expiration 
date, most over-
the-counter pain 

relievers and drugs 
in pill form should 

still be fine. 

HEALTH
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

More than 500 Police Athletic League 
youngsters, from all five boroughs of New 
York City, competed in city-wide tourna-
ments during a fun-filled day of games 
and smiles at PAL’s Annual Tournament of 
Champions in Queens on March 26, 2013. 

Children, ages five to 13, challenged 
their peers from PAL centers across the 
city in Double Dutch Jump Rope, Connect 
Four, Noc Hockey, Math Challenge, Brain 
Quest, 3-on-3 Basketball, Egg Drop Chal-
lenge, Fitness Challenge, Pool and Sorry. 

The Tournament of Champions is an 
annual PAL event, fostering better under-
standing and relationships by bringing 
together boys and girls of different ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds. PAL encour-

By Patrick Horne
The New York Red Bulls failed to build of 

the momentum of last week’s first-season, 
instead, it followed its winless tradition at 
Toyota Park (Bridgeview, IL.) when it lost 
at the Chicago Fire, 3-1, last Sunday after-
noon. The Red Bulls (1-3-2, 5 pts) were com-
ing off a 2-1 win at home versus the Phila-
delphia Union on Saturday, March 30, and 
it seemed as though the team would use 
the win to stage a successful run, but the 

By Robert Elkin
Four boxers and all from the Carib-

bean, now residing in Brooklyn, have 
a bright future ahead of them on the 
professional level during their fights and 
workouts under trainer Don Saxby’s eyes 
at Gleason’s Gym in downtown Brooklyn. 

Saxby is ably assisted by Martin Gonzal-
ez. They recently came to the train-
ing headquarters on Saturday afternoon 
— Mikkel Lespierre, Shawn Cameron, 
Chavez Peters and Elton Dharry.

“All of the guys are well disciplined,” 
said Saxby. “They understand their goals 

and roles as fighters. They understand 
what it takes. I have a lot of experience 
as a trainer and I am one of the best 
trainers in the world. I’ve worked along 
side of top trainers.

“Boxing changes people and their 

Caribbean boxers have a bright future

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

Forward Maicon Santos, scores past 
Red Bulls goalkeeper Luis Robles.  
 AP Photo/Chicago Fire, Brian Kersey

Trinidadian Mikkel Lespierre, 28, trains at Gleason’s Gym, Brooklyn. Photo by Kevin Bollers

Red Bulls lose 
in Chicago

Champions 
Games Day

FIGHTERS FIGHTERS 
AIM HIGHAIM HIGH
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6 previously winless Chicago 

Fire (1-3-1, 4 pts.), which 
had scored only a single goal 
in its first four MLS games, 

was the team that played 
with more purpose and was 
rewarded with its first win 
of the season. 

“I think we finally showed 
what we really are,” mid-
fielder Jeff Larentowicz told 
the press. “We’ve lost games 
that were kind of out of 
character, and tonight was 
definitely what we’re about. 
We were making mistakes 
in games that we just don’t 
really make. We’re a better 
team than we showed with 
those little things. I think 
tonight, we repaired those 
little things.”

Red Bulls defender Jami-
son Olave went from hero 
to goat in the game. The 
usually solid defender was 
beaten in a one-versus-on 
situation by Maicon Santos 
for Chicago’s winning goal 
in the 83rd minute. Olave 
scored New York’s only goal, 
in 17th minute, when Tim 
Cahill headed Juninho’s cor-
ner kick back into the pen-
alty area and Olave swung at 
the bouncing ball for the 1-0 
lead; Daniel Paladini headed 
in a left-sided cross Hunter 
Jumper to tie the game for 
Chicago in the 44th minute, 
which set the stage for 
Olave’s costly mistake. 

Santos received a pass 
from Paladini and dribbled 
down the left side, feinted 
outside but cut the ball 
back inside to put Olave on 
his buttocks and the ball 
in the net for a 2-1 lead, 
which the home side never 
relinquished. The icing on 
the cake came when an 
unmarked Santos latched 
onto a cross from Jeff Laren-

towicz and scored on a tap-
in at the far post. The Fire 
got a penalty in the first half, 
awarded when Johnny Steele 
was called for a hand-ball in 
the penalty area, but Chris 
Rolfe kicked wide to the left 
goalpost. 

The Red Bulls weren’t as 
sharp as they were the week 
before; goalkeeper Luis Rob-
les was shaky at times when 
coming off his line, the 
defense wasn’t steady and 
Olave’s mistake was an indi-
cation as to how the defense 
performed. Former French 
international Thierry Henry 
entered the game in the sec-
ond half but was not a factor, 
although his shot hit the 
right goalpost upright late 
in the game; another French 
international, Peguy Luyin-
dula, who did well in the 
first home win, was not the 
same player. The Red Bulls 
play at DC United on April 13 
at 7:00 PM (MSGTV2).

In other MLS games last 
weekend, Toronto FC and FC 
Dallas played to a 2-2 draw; 
the Columbus Crew and the 
Philadelphia Union and the 
Vancouver Whitecaps and 
the San Jose Earthquakes 
played to 1-1 draws; while 
the Colorado Rapids defeat-
ed Real Salt Lake, 1-0, and 
the Portland Timbers beat 
the Houston Dynamos, 2-0. 

CONCACF U-17s
The CONCACAF Under-17 

championship got under way 
last Saturday and there were 
wins for Canada and the 
U.S. while Jamaica and host 
Panama drew. The 12-team 
tournament will qualify four 
for the FIFA World Youth 
Under-17 championship in 
United Arab Emirates this 
fall.

In La Chorrera, Trinidad 
and Tobago suffered defeat 

in a loss to Canada, 2-0, 
in the opening Group B 
match for both teams. Can-
ada dominated for most of 
the game but couldn’t put 
a score on the board until 
Marco Dominguez-Ramirez 
scored in the 42nd minute 
from an 18-yard free kick by 
teammate Marco Bustos for 
a 1-0 halftime lead. Hamil-
ton scored off a rebounded 
shot in the 59th minute to 
secure the win. Both will 
play Costa Rica in the three-
team group. The USA beat 
Haiti, 3-0, in a Group C 

match.
In Group A, Jamaica and 

Panama played to a 1-1 draw 
despite Jamaica playing with 
two players short. Jamaica 
was awarded a penalty after 
Michael Seaton was fouled 
in the penalty box by Felix 
General and Junior Flem-
ings made no mistake to put 
Jamaica ahead, 1-0, in the 
40th minute. Panama was 
in an uphill battle the rest 
of the way until second half 
stoppage time when Milicia-
des Molina scored to give the 
host a draw. 

ages youngsters to develop 
athletic and educational 
skills, and the sportsman-
ship qualities of discipline, 
fair play and healthy com-
petition.  

New York City’s Police 
Athletic League is the first 
and finest civilian-run PAL 
in the country. Founded in 
1914, PAL has served the 
city’s young people for 99 
years.

lives. Even if they don’t 
become world champions, 
they gave it their best 
effort and time. We try to 
get these guys to the next 
level of boxing.”

Cameron will be fight-
ing May 4 at the World 
Resort Casino. Pierre 
and Dharry have tenta-
tive dates on May 15. The 
fighters train at Gleason’s 
Gym Mondays through 
Saturdays.

Competing in the 154-
pound or junior mid-
dle weight division, the 
29-year-old Cameron has 
a 3-0 won-lost record 
with two knock outs to 
his credit. Cameron hails 
from Jamaica, where 
he ran the sprints up 
to the 400 meters and 
long jumped. He started 
to take up boxing seri-
ously in 2008 and went to 
the Nationals and Metro 
finals.

“I’ve always been a com-
petitor, liked the physi-
cal aspect of the sport, 
and was in the military-
U.S. Army. I take it (box-
ing) seriously. In boxing I 
can get hurt. When I go 
in there (into the ring) 
I fight and block every-
thing else out. And it’s 
more of a mental aspect 
of the sport.”

Originally from Trini-
dad, the 28-year-old 
Lespierre possesses a 2-0 

slate and knocked out one 
opponent. He was a 2008 
New York Metro champion 
and a 2007 Empire State 
Regional title holder. He 
won many local match-
es and tournaments. He 
turned professional on 
June 8, 2012 and com-
petes in the 140-pound or 
junior class welter weight 
division,

“My goal is to be a 
world champion,” Lespi-
erre said. “It’s a great feel-
ing being a  professional 
boxer. It’s dangerous but 
at the same time boxing is 
fulfilling  and something I 
like to do. I have to train 
hard, pay close attention 
to my corner, listen and 
be cautious. In the years 
here at Gleason’s Gym I’ve 
seen a lot of great fight-
ers come through these 
doors.”

Dharry is a WBC Carib-
bean and WBU American 
champion from Guyana.

The 22-year-old Peters 
who competes as a  jun-
ior light weight  at 132 
pounds, intends to turn 
professional sometime 
in November. He intends 
to compete in the PAL: 
Nationals, has a lot of 
strong qualities, is an 
excellent fighter, and is 
disciplined. Originally 
from  Guyana,  Peters, 
played other sports, loves 
boxing, and is staying 
with it.

Continued from page 35 

Continued from page 35 

Continued from page 35 

From left, Cheyenna Gonzalez, Stephanie Martinez, Freddy Robaina, SanMiguel 
Oquendo, Andrew Cordon and Ricardo Tavarez from PAL’s Webster Center in Ford-
ham-Tremont, competed together in the 3-on-3 Basketball Challenge at the Police 
Athletic League Tournament of Champions Games Day.

In this photo provided by the Chicago Fire, Chicago 
Fire forward Maicon Santos, right, kicks the ball away 
from New York Red Bulls defender Markus Holgersson 
during the fi rst half of an MLS soccer match, Sunday, 
April 7, 2013, in Bridgeview, Ill. The Fire won 3-1. 
 AP Photo/Chicago Fire, Brian Kersey

Sean Cameron, 29, with trainer Don Saxby at Glea-
son’s Gym in downtown Brooklyn.  

 Photo by Kevin Bollers

Red Bulls

Champs

Gleason’s Gym
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Newly elected West Indies 
Cricket Board President Dave 
Cameron recently visited Guy-
ana and met with members 
of the Guyana cricket board 
and other officials. Cameron 
clearly indicated that the 
Guyana Cricket Board has 
his support. Hopefully, the 
Guyana government through 
its Ministry of Sports will get 
the message that this long 
stalemate had ended and the 
Guyana Cricket Board is the 
authority on cricket in Guy-
ana.

Denesh Ramdin 
Leads From the 
Front with a Ton

Trinidad and Tobago Cap-
tain Denesh Ramdin pulled 
his team out of trouble and 
found a semi-final spot in 
the Super 50 Regional Com-
petition. Ramdin slammed a 
swashbuckling 134 from 135 
balls with 12 fours and four 
sixes. 

Ramdin and Jason Moham-
med put on a partnership of 
170 runs with the latter scor-
ing 63 from 83 balls. Trinidad 

and Tobago ended at 264 for 8 
after their 50 overs. 

Barbados Bowled 
out for 223 off 49 
overs

Some hostile fast bowling 
from Trinidad and Tobago’s 
fast bowler Marlon Richards 
shook up Barbados from line 
batting. Richards bowled 
opener Kraigg Brathwaite, 
Barbados Captain Kirk 
Edwards and Rashidi Bouch-
er. These batsmen scored 6, 
10 and 21 respectively. 

Some steady batting from 
the left-handed Jonathan 
Carter who scored 61 and 
wicket keeper Shane Dowrich 
who scored  28 runs were 
the only batsmen to give any 
resistance. Barbados was 147 
for 4 and their last six wick-
ets fell for 76 runs. Trinidad 
and Tobago bowlers kept the 

pressure on their opponents. 
Shannon Gabriel 2 for 43, 
Ray Ademrit 2 for 44, spin-
ner Yannick Cariah 2 for 37 
and pacer Marlon Richards 
3 for 23. 

Final Four for Super 
50

Jamaica, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Windward Islands 
and Combined Campuses and 
Colleges are the four teams 
that would participate in the 
semi-final. These games will 
be played under the lights 
at Kensington Oval in Bar-
bados. Trinidad and Tobago 
faces Combined Campuses 
and Colleges on April 18. 
Jamaica meets the Windward 
Islands on April 19. The final 
will be on Sunday, April 21. 

Points Table
Trinidad and Tobago: 25 

points; Jamaica: 23 points; 
Windward Islands: 12 points; 

Combined Campuses and 
Colleges: 10 points; Barbados: 

10 points; Guyana: 8 points; 
Leeward Islands: 7 points. 

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

File photo of West Indies’ batsman Denesh Ramdin during their fourth One-Day 
International cricket match against India in Indore, India.  AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi, fi le

New president supports Guyana Cricket Board

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313
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The Better Way!

Robert Genser
Vice President
For 25 Years 

Better Price! 

Better Selection!

Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Due: 1st Payment & DMV fees only. Must present ad at time of signing. Offers available on in-stock units only. Prior deals excluded. No two offers can be combined. All rebates are taxable. Tax paid by dealer and rebates assigned to dealer ( NYS Resident Only ).
Not all customers will qualify for advertised specials. At Term End Either Return Vehicle With 10k, Miles Per Year Or Pay 25¢ Each Additional Mile Or Purchase Vehicle At Stated Amount.  Customers Responsible For Excess Mileage, Wear And Tear, Repairs And
Maintenance. Must take immediate delivery within 48 hours of signing.  Must have excellent credit  (750+ credit score). All payments include Lease Conquest Offer $1,000, $1,500, $2,000. See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 04-30-2013.

BUICK

BUICK

in Great Neck!

Check Out Why We’re The #1 Dealerrater.com Dealer
On Long Island & See Where The Other Local Dealers Rank...

T h i s  M o n t h ’ s  S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s :

VIP ADVANTAGE
See The Difference. Buy From Us & Get VIP Service Including:

� Premium Appointments For Our Customers.
� Complimentary Car Washes With EVERY Service.
� Expedited Loaner Vehicles Available.

We Are The LARGEST Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

The Better Way!
Better Price! Better Selection! Better Service!

$299
per month 36 months. Due at inception: $299 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.5

Automatic, AC, P.Windows,
P.Locks, P.Seat, Remote
Entry, Bluetooth & Much
More! MSRP $33,990

see dealer for details.

$0 Down Payment! $0 Security Deposit! $0 Bank Fee! We’ll Even Pay The Taxes! 
No Prep Fees! No Admin Fees! No Delivery Fees! No Gimmicks! 

Due On Delivery: 1st Payment & DMV Fees... PERIOD!

Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,500

LEASE FOR

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

David Colotti 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
25

Years!

$236
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $236 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 Buick Verano

Automatic, AC, Remote Start, Back-Up
Camera, PW, PDL, Power Roof, Bluetooth,
Power Seat, Rear Park Assist, Sideline Alert
& Much More! MSRP $26,665 Luxury Conquest Rebate $1,000

LEASE FORConvenience Package All-Wheel Drive

$316
per month 39 months. Due at inception: $316 1st payment & tags. $0 down payment,
$0 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit.  10K Miles per yr. All applicable rebates applied.

Brand New 2013 GMC Acadia SLE 2

Automatic, AC, 7 Pass. Seating, Power Seats,
Remote Start, Heated Seats, Rear Back-up
Camera, Rear Park Assist, PW, PDL, Power
Liftgate & Much More! MSRP $40,485 Luxury Conquest Rebate $2,000

LEASE FOR

in Great Neck!
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STORE CLOSING
MUST SELL ALL TO THE BARE WALLS!

COME IN FOR THE BEST SELECTION BEFORE IT ALL GOES!

DCA LICENSE
#14588578

THIS LOCATION ONLY

MILLION DOLLAR
FURNITURE & MATTRESS

LIQUIDATION

FREE
PARKING
IN FRONT

LIQUIDATION GOING ON NOW!

30%
   70%
to

ALL ITEMS
REDUCED

FREEE

WWW.MYBEVERLYHILLSFURNITURE.COM

128–03 MERRICK BLVD, JAMAICA, NY 11434

718–978–5555
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