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By Bert Wilkinson
Guyana’s government Wednes-

day said it is overwhelmed by 
the flood of world class compa-
nies interesting in drilling for oil 
and gas in the Guyana Basin and 
expects to hand out new conces-
sions to two European firms in the 
coming weeks.

Natural Resources Minister 
Robert Persaud said Spanish giant 
Repsol and UK-based Tullow Oil 
are negotiating individual licens-
es despite working together with 
Canada’s CGX Energy Inc. on a 
promising offshore field last year.

The consortium said they were 
forced to abandon the well owing 
to safety concerns but so enthused 
the two are by the prospects of 
finding oil that they are now seek-

ing to work separately in a gen-
eral geographic area that contains 
oil giants like Brazil, Venezuela, 
Trinidad and Suriname.

“I can tell you now that the 
basin is getting very, very crowded 
but we have some unused blocks 
to give,” Persaud said Wednesday, 
noting that talks with Repsol “for 
a license are close to being final-
ized.”

Tullow oil on the other hand 
currently has a team in Guyana 
talking with authorities while 
Toronto-based CGX Energy which 
has drilled more than five dry 
wells since 2000 and currently 
has serious financial problems, 
has three of its own licenses and 
is struggling to raise cash to try 

International drilling companies 
vie to get licenses

By Trenton Daniel
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— A charity for former U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton awarded more 
than $700,000 to develop the 
country’s agriculture sector.

The Clinton Foundation 
announced Monday that the 
grants will go toward efforts to 
plant trees, build a coffee farm 
and train farmers.

Clinton has been the United 
Nations’ special envoy to Haiti 
since shortly before the devas-
tating 2010 earthquake. He left 
Haiti following a two-day visit 
accompanied by potential inves-
tors representing a perfume com-
pany, restaurants and a lingerie 
company.

“The country has been beat 
down so long and the controver-

sies are so familiar to people that 
it’s sometimes too easy to see the 
down side. I’m not naive. I know 
what the down side is,” he told 
The Associated Press. But, even 
so, he said, “This is a place of 
staggering potential.”

One of the delegation’s vis-
its on Monday was to a brewery 
Heineken NV purchased last year. 

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4

Zolani Mahola, dynamic lead vocalist of Freshly Ground, the Capetown, South Africa-based 
group touring the US in support of their new release, “Take Me to the Dance” will be per-
forming at the Apollo Theater Saturday, March 16 with Blitz the Ambassador, Lokua Kanza 
and Nneka. See Entertainment, Page 33. Photo by William Farrington

Funds for Haitian farming 
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Caribbean
The Caribbean Forum, which 

comprises the Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM) grouping along 
with the Dominican Republic, will 
launch a five-year review of the 
Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) it signed with the European 
Union (EU) in 2008.

The announcement of this review 
comes at a time when members of 
the African Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) group are becoming increas-
ingly vocal in their concerns over 
the proposal and timeline for imple-
mentation of the other agreements 
scheduled to be 
signed between 
the EU and the 
other regions 
within the ACP it 
has been negotiating EPAs with.

Concerns especially about the 
trade and development deal echoed 
throughout the seventh summit of 
the ACP heads when it took place 
in Equatorial Guinea in December 
2012.

At that time, Irwin La Rocque, 
CARICOM’s secretary general said: 
“One of the things that we are 
looking forward to is the five-year 
review to see how it is doing. What 
has been the impact, not just on 
trade, but the whole impact on 
development because this is sup-
posed to be a trade and development 
agreement.”

Antigua
The Antigua and Barbuda gov-

ernment is seeking foreign assist-
ance to boost the police’s crime 
fighting capabilities in the wake 
of the recent killing of a Guyanese 
mother of five, Susan Powell, and 
about a dozen shootings and a 
string of armed robberies in recent 
weeks.

Speaking dur-
ing a national 
broadcast, Prime 
Minister Baldwin 
Spencer said, “I 
will contact our international part-
ners and discuss the recent develop-
ments and request their assistance 
in providing technical and admin-
istrative resources to augment the 
capabilities of our police force.”

He did not disclose which inter-
national partners he intends to 
approach.

The government is known to 
reach out to Scotland Yard and 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) in the past – as recent as 
October 2012 – whenever gun crime 

spiraled to alarming levels.
Spencer said that the govern-

ment will fast-track the national 
closed circuit television (CCTV) sur-
veillance program announced in 
the 2013 budget.

Spencer, who told the nation he is 
distressed by recent developments, 
also said the government would be 
relentless in its fight against crime.

The prime minister said he 
hoped the “wanton” attacks were 
not orchestrated “by groups or ele-
ments within our society who are 
bent on creating chaos, insecurity 
and lawlessness.”

To those individuals, he issued 
a stern warning, “You will not suc-
ceed. Law abiding citizens and resi-
dents of this country will not allow 
you to succeed.”

He said that Cabinet fully sup-
ports the announcement by Nation-
al Security Minister Dr. Errol Cort 
that all the necessary legal process 
needed to give effect to the death 
penalty, which is still part of the 
laws of Antigua & Barbuda, will be 
utilized.

Bahamas
Days after Bahamian police con-

fiscated $800,000 worth of cocaine 
from a Haitian vessel off Inagua, 

officers seized $2 million worth of 
cocaine from another Haitian vessel 
off the same island.

The 128 kilos of cocaine seized is 
said to be the largest drug find for 
the year, according to Superintend-
ent Samuel Butler, head of the Drug 
Enforcement Unit (DEU).

The drugs were taken to New 
Providence.

Police said DEU officers along 
with officers from 
Operation Baha-
mas Turks and 
Caicos (OPBAT) 
conducted a 
search of the 
75-foot Haitian vessel “Poseidon” 
at Matthew Town, Inagua and dis-
covered the drugs in various hidden 
compartments.

Five persons were arrested – one 
Bahamian and four Haitians.

The arrest came after police 
held six Haitians who were alleg-
edly caught at Great Inagua with 49 
kilos of cocaine. They were on board 
an 89-foot vessel named “Trinity.”

Police said it is too early to say 
whether the two cases are con-
nected.

In its last report, The U.S. Depart-
ment of State identified Haitian and 
Haitian-Bahamian drug trafficking 

organizations as major contributors 
to the \drug trade in The Bahamas.

U.S. anti-drug agencies estimate 
that there are 12 to 15 significant 
drug trafficking organizations oper-
ating in The Bahamas.

Guyana
Police in Guyana have charged a 

boat captain with manslaughter fol-
lowing a collision in December that 
killed six people.

Hytilall Ramamadahin was 
granted Guy$3,000 bail when he 
appeared in court on recently. His 
case was adjourned until later this 
month.

Ramamadahin was captain of a 
boat that crashed into another on a 
river bordering Venezuela.

The charges 
came two weeks 
after another boat 
collision in which 
five people died 
and four remain missing.

No one has been charged in that 
case. The collision occurred about 
25 miles from the mining town of 
Bartica.

Jamaica
A Regional High Level Sympo-

sium in International Maritime 

Developments was recently held 
in Montego Bay, Jamaica, result-
ed in an agreement among Carib-
bean transport ministers to develop 
regional policies for maritime trans-
portation to ensure that the Carib-
bean maritime 
industry operates 
in a sustainable 
manner.

Secretary Gen-
eral of the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), Koji Sekimizu, 
hailed the move.

“This is significant. What they 
have achieved today was a sort of 
collective willingness to achieve 
sustainable maritime in the Carib-
bean region,” he said.

He noted that the Rio+20 summit 
held in Brazil last year had estab-
lished the way forward in terms of 
environmental sustainability, but 
“you cannot talk about sustainable 
development without shipping. We 
therefore want to ensure that the 
shipping itself will be sustainable.”

The high-level meeting, held over 
four days at the Iberostar Beach-
es Hotel, brought together minis-
tries and senior officials from the 
Caribbean maritime sector to dis-
cuss critical developments that will 
affect their countries’ reputation as 
responsible maritime states.

Among the issues discussed were 
opportunities for capacity building, 
and maritime labor convention.

Trinidad
The Trinidad and Tobago govern-

ment spent an estimated TT$90 
million (US$15 million) on this 
year’s Carnival celebration.

This was revealed by Arts and 
Multiculturalism Minister Dr. Lin-
coln Douglas who said it was money 
well spent, as the festival was a 
success.

He stated that the Carnival had 
grown in all areas and its suc-
cess should not be judged by a few 
empty seats in the stands at certain 
events.

Douglas noted 
that the regional 
Carnival increased 
significantly.

He said the 
authorities were 
successful in decentralizing Car-
nival. He cautioned, however, that 
there was still need for improve-
ment in certain areas.

The minister is supporting a 
call by seven-time band of the year 
winner Brian McFarlane for big-

Caribbean Roundup
The news from BACk home

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Former U.S. President and UN special envoy to Haiti, Bill Clinton speaks while he holds a beer 
during a visit to the Heineken/Brana Brewery S.A. in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Monday March. 11, 
2013. AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery

Clinton visits Haiti

Continued on Page 16



Page 3 • Caribbean Life • Mar. 15-21, 2013

Disaster assistance to 
New York survivors of Hur-
ricane Sandy:

• More than $2.8 bil-
lion in direct assistance 
to homeowners, renters, 
businesses and repair or 
replacement of public infra-
structure

• More than $923 million 
in FEMA grants approved 
for individuals and house-
holds:

• Nearly $797 million for 
housing assistance

• More than $126 million 
for other needs assistance

• Nearly $1.2 billion in 
SBA disaster loans approved 
for homeowners, renters 

and businesses
• More than $721 million 

approved in FEMA Public 
Assistance grants to com-
munities and some non-
profit organizations that 
serve the public

• More than $2.8 billion 
in National Flood Insur-
ance Program payments 
made to policy holders

• 5.3 million cubic yards 
of debris removed (95 per-
cent)

• 269,591 people con-
tacted FEMA for help or 
information

• 181,121 housing inspec-
tions completed

• 167,113 visits to Disas-

ter Recovery Centers
• More than 500 volun-

tary agencies involved in 
recovery

• 25 languages used to 
communicate assistance 
information to survivors

Individuals can regis-
ter with FEMA online at 
DisasterAssistance.gov or 
via smartphone or tablet 
at m.fema.gov. Applicants 
may also call 800-621-3362 
(Voice, 7-1-1/Relay) or TTY 
800-462-7585. The toll-free 
telephone numbers oper-
ate 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. EST, 
seven days a week.

FEMA’s mission is to 
support our citizens and 

first responders to ensure 
that as a nation we work 
together to build, sustain, 
and improve our capabil-
ity to prepare for, protect 
against, respond to, recover 
from, and mitigate all haz-
ards.

Disaster recovery assist-
ance is available without 
regard to race, color, reli-
gion, nationality, sex, age, 
disability, English profi-
ciency or economic status. 
If you or someone you know 
has been discriminated 
against, call FEMA toll-free 
at 800-621-FEMA (3362). 
For TTY call                800-
462-7585. 

By Nelson A. King 
Former New York City 

Mayor David N. Dinkins 
has urged students in 
Brooklyn to make every 
effort to fulfill the dreams 
of slain civil rights leader, 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

“Dr. King said you can 
be whatever you want to 
be – just be the best,” said 
Dinkins in delivering the 
feature address at a Black 
History Month celebra-
tion at SUNY Downstate 
Medical Center and Uni-
versity Hospital of Brook-
lyn, attended by students 
at three area schools – P.S. 
235, Parkside Preparato-
ry Academy and the High 
School for Human Rights. 

“I say to the children: 
When you get out in the 
world, you’ll see you’re 
just as good as anybody 
and better than most,” he 
added. 

The city’s 106th mayor 
said “time has not eroded 
Dr. King’s dream,” stating 
that, despite progress in 
racial equality and immi-
gration, numerous chal-
lenges still remain.

“The day will come 
when we’ll outweigh our 
differences,” he said, add-
ing that “the city of immi-
grants” is still “met with 
discrimination and preju-
dice.”    

Dinkins, a professor 
in the Practice of Public 
Affairs at Columbia Uni-
versity’s School of Interna-
tional and Public Affairs, 
told the students they 
have a “rare opportunity 
to do well and do good.”

“You are here today 

because of the sacrifice 
of those who went before 
you,” he said. 

“Children, you got to 
know there’s nothing 
more important to you: 
Don’t be a bully, and the 
big ones take care of the 
little ones,” he added. 

Born in Trenton, NJ, 
on July 10, 1927, Dinkins 
graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science degree (hon-
ors) in mathematics from 
Howard University in 
1950. 

Six years later, he 
received a Bachelor of 
Laws degree from Brook-
lyn Law School. 

Dinkins is the founding 
member of the Black and 
Puerto Rican Legislative 
Caucus of New York State, 
the Council of Black Elect-
ed Democrats of New York 
State and One Hundred 
Black Men. 

In January, Downstate 
Medical Center paid hom-
age to the legacy of Dr. 
King during a presenta-
tion of the 2nd Annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Leadership Award. 

Sponsored by the Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion, 
this year’s award went to 
civil rights activist, the 
Rev. Al Sharpton, found-
er and president of the 
National Action Network 
and host of MSNBC’s Poli-
ticsNation. 

The first recipient of 
the award, in 2012, was 
H. Carl McCall, former 
New York State Comptrol-
ler and current chairman 
of the State University of 
New York Board of Trus-
tees.

By Nelson A. King 
Experts and delegates 

attending the United 
Nations’ Conference on Sus-
tainable Development in 
Latin America and the Carib-
bean have called for a “more 
ambitious post-2015 devel-
opment agenda” in promot-
ing growth, with “greater 
inclusion, protection, social 
equality and environmental 
sustainability.”

At the opening of the 
three-day conference on 
March 7 in Bogotá, Colom-
bia, organized by the gov-
ernment of Colombia and 
the Economic Commis-
sion for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC), 
and attended by all Unit-
ed Nations agencies in the 
region, participants also 
called for efforts to reduce 
exposure to the negative 
impact of external volatility, 
greater levels of productive 
investment, increased crea-
tion of decent and quality 
jobs, reduced environmen-
tal pressure and resilience in 
the face of disasters. 

According to ECLAC, the 
meeting was intended as 
the first step towards using 
a regional perspective to 
examine progress towards 
achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 
and the post-2015 devel-

opment agenda, as well as 
the agreements adopted fol-
lowing the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) in 
June 2012.  

The meeting was opened 
by María Ángela Holguín, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Colombia, who underscored 
the importance of such top-
ics for the entire region. 

“We must focus on the 
big emerging global chal-
lenges of today. It’s not 

enough to simply agree on 
a new version of the MDGs,” 
she said.   

“The world has changed 
in unsuspected ways dur-
ing the last 15 years and is 
impossible to foresee where 
will us be in 15 year’s time, 
or even beyond that,” she 
added. 

Alicia Bárcena, ECLAC’s 
executive secretary, said 
that “achieving the MDGs is 
essential, but they alone are 
not enough to guide devel-

opment towards sustain-
ability. 

“This requires a struc-
tural change with equality, 
based on better production 
and consumption patterns,” 
she said. 

Heraldo Muñoz, chair of 
the United Nations Develop-
ment Group - Latin America 
and the Caribbean (UNDG-
LAC), said that it is vital to 
avoid the imposition of a 
development agenda “from 
above.”

Former New York City Mayor David N. Dinkins with 
students at SUNY Downstate Medical Center and 
University Hospital of Brooklyn. Photo by Nelson A. King

María Ángela Holguín, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia.

UN Agenda for Latin 
American/Caribbean growth

Sandy $$ for New York survivors

‘Live the dream,’ 
students urged 
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again next year.
CGX recently sold some 

of its shares to Colombia-
based Pacific Rubiales to pay 
off debts to Tullow, Reposl 
and other investors and has 
acknowledged that its cur-
rent financial woes are of 
great concern.

This is as hundreds of 
Guyanese have already 
bought shares in the com-
pany because they are con-
fident that the country 

must possess huge amounts 
of petroleum because of 

its proximity to producing 
neighbors, Venezuela espe-
cially. 

In the meantime, a Tul-
low Oil tem led by Business 
and Exploration Manager 
for South America John 
McKenna met with Presi-
dent Donald Ramotar in the 
city on Tuesday as it seeks 
to begin operations in an 
area that the U.S. Geologi-
cal Surveys department says 
contains more than 15 bil-
lion barrels of oil and a large 
quantity of untapped gas.

U.S.-owned Exxon also 

has a large concession and 
is currently reviewing 2D 
seismic work it wrapped up 
late last year after several 
months of offshore work. 

Additionally, teams from 
China, Japan and Russia 
have also trekked to the 
South American nation, 
which doubles as the head-
quarters of the 15-nation 
Caribbean trade group as 
indications are that the 
country is increasing-
ly being seen as a future 
potential player in the oil 
and gas sector.

Push for oil 
in Guyana

Continued from cover

The company announced 
on Monday that it would 
invest $40 million to 
expand the brewery and 
help farmers who supply it 
with sorghum.

President Michel Martel-
ly is trying to lure foreign 
investors to help rebuild 
the Caribbean nation fol-
lowing the massive quake. 
His administration has 
routinely employed the 
mantra, “Haiti is open for 
business.”

But analysts in both 
Haiti and abroad say the 
nation is held back by an 
old-fashioned banking sys-
tem and a dysfunctional 
justice system that pro-
vides little legal certainty 
for investors.

Other deterrents include 
U.S. government advisories 
that alert travelers to secu-
rity concerns, a cholera 
epidemic and inadequate 
infrastructure.

The travel warnings 
didn’t escape the notice 
of first-time Haiti visitor 
Mario Batali, an Ameri-
can celebrity chef, even 

if he did have the luxury 
of traveling with Clinton’s 
security detail.

“The danger is in my 
opinion very overplayed,” 
said Batali, wearing his 
signature orange Crocs 
and shorts.

Batali said he could 
imagine introducing Hai-

tian products to customers 
in his Italian restaurants: 
“I could see using their 
coffee. I could see using 
their mangoes. I could see 
using their rum. I could 
see using just about every-
thing we’ve bumped into.”

Copyright 2013 The 
Associated Press.

Over $700,000 for Haiti agro sector
Continued from cover

Guyana President Donald Rabindranauth Ramotar. AP 

Photo/Richard Drew

KINGSVIEW HOMES Inc.

One of Brooklyn’s oldest & finest multicultural, 
multiracial co-ops, located in Downtown Brooklyn
Located next to Fort Greene Park, LIU Campus, 
all restaurants & other shopping centers.

  1, 2, 3 BEDROOM & STUDIO APARTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE

Tel. 718-875-9225
Call for info on other available apartments

Former U.S. President and UN special envoy to Haiti, 
Bill Clinton looks at bags and ropes made out of sisal 
fi ber during a visit to the sisal fi ber production com-
pany Sisalco S.A. in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Monday 
March. 11, 2013. AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery

Guyanese have 
already bought 

shares in the 
company because 
they are confident 
that the country 

must possess 
huge amounts of 

petroleum
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
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By Nelson A. King 
In a massive town hall 

meeting Saturday, March 9 
at Brooklyn College, new-
ly-elected Grenada Prime 
Minister Dr. Keith Mitch-
ell called for unity in re-
building the tri-island 
nation. Mitchell, whose New 
National Party (NNP) swept 
the polls at the  Feb. 19 
general elections, urged all 
nationals to come on board 
in addressing the country’s 
dire economic plight.

“There’s a fresh breeze 
blowing in our land – a 
breeze of opportunity and 
hope,” Mitchell continued. 
“Since coming to office, I’ve 
been meeting with inves-
tors,” he said. “Let it be 
known, Grenada will be 
open for business.”

The Grenadian leader 
said he has been meeting 
with creditors and inves-
tors in a bid to restructure 
the island’s public debt and 
put the country on a sound 
path to economic recovery.  

While numerous econom-
ic challenges lie ahead, his 
first priority, he said, is the 
creation of “jobs, jobs, jobs,” 
stating that the nation 
“almost lost a generation 
of young people” because 
“many of them have noth-
ing to do. 

“When you see this, if it 
does not hurt you, you don’t 
have a conscience,” he said. 
“We cannot let down our 
people. Grenadians are cry-
ing out.” 

Since assuming office, 
Mitchell -- who is also 
the country’s minister of 

finance, said the island’s 
national debt has skyrock-
eted to $2.2 billion. On Fri-

day, the Ministry of Finance 
said Grenada’s economy has 
been severely affected by the 

global financial crisis, and 
despite debt restructuring 
in 2005 and reforms imple-
mented over the last five 
years under International 
Monetary Fund (IMF)-sup-
ported programs, the island 
has been unable fully to 
recover from the devasta-
tion wrought by hurricanes 
Ivan and Emily in 2004 and 
2005, respectively. 

But even despite the dire 
economic status quo, the 
prime minister said the pop-
ular United States maga-
zine, Forbes, reported last 
week that a potential inves-
tor plans to invest about 
US$700 million in Grenada. 

He said over the next few 
months, several projects 
will be announced, disclos-
ing that oil and gas explo-
ration will be “the biggest” 
among them. 

“I’ve been given a docu-
ment for oil and gas,” the 
Grenadian leader said. 
“Experts say if we have large 
concentration of gas, we will 
sell to Trinidad.

“If we get oil in large 
quantities, then we’ll sell it 
to the international mar-
ket,” he added. “We’re work-
ing closely with our original 
brothers and sisters in that 
respect.

Dr. Keith Mitchell receives a replica of the Brooklyn 
Bridge from Jamaican Sophia Jones, community rep-
resentative for Brooklyn borough president. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Despite setbacks, Grenada is 
open for business: Mitchell

COMPUTER-SIMULATED PATIENT (NURSING) DENTAL HYGIENE & RESTORATIVE DENTISTRYVISION CARE/OPHTHALMIC TECHRADIOLOGIC TECH & MEDICAL IMAGING

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Dr. Keith Mitchell speaks to Grenadians at Brooklyn 
College.



Page 7 • Caribbean Life • Mar. 15-21, 2013

Call 1-877-255-9417

Brooklyn needs SUNY
Downstate Medical Center

Keep SUNY Downstate
a fully operational and public hospital!

New York needs SUNY’s public hospitals. And SUNY’s hospitals in
Brooklyn, Long Island and Syracuse need more state support to keep providing
life-saving medical care to millions of New Yorkers each year. 

Take SUNY Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn. This public hospital
provides essential health care services to thousands of patients each day,
regardless of their ability to pay. Money shouldn’t decide if you get
critical health care services.

Downstate also provides specialized services such as:
• The Center for Dialysis
• Alzheimer’s Disease and Memory Disorders Center
• The Children’s Hospital at SUNY Downstate

But without more state funding, Downstate’s future is in jeopardy. The hospital
could close or be privatized. Removing SUNY hospitals from legislative oversight
could mean the loss of critical health care services and thousands of jobs.

Because it relies heavily on hospital revenues, Downstate’s medical school could
also close. That would shut down an essential education pipeline for future
physicians and other health care providers.

It’s time to speak out to keep Downstate open and meeting the needs of Brooklyn
residents, today and tomorrow. 

Call your legislators. Tell them to restore the full state hospital subsidy of
$128 million for all SUNY hospitals. Tell them to send an additional $99 million
to SUNY Downstate to protect its vital services.

The union that makes SUNY work

Phillip H. Smith, President

United University Professions

30CIGARS
ONLY $1999*

*At Cigars International, we only sell 
our products to adults who meet the 
legal age requirement to purchase 
tobacco products. If you are not of 
the legal age to purchase tobacco 
products, please do not enter our 
site. For more information on how 
we age verify, please see www.
cigarsinternational.com/ageverify.

CIGARS INTERNATIONAL�1911 Spillman Drive, Bethlehem, PA 18015

  Code: SAZ76  Item# SP-CA16                                                     Offer Expires 5-30-2013

* Send me one 30 cigar sampler for $1999 + $495 s/h.
*  Pennsylvania residents add 6% tax   — remittance 

of any taxes on orders shipped outside of PA is 
the responsibility of  the purchaser. 
One per customer, limited time offer.

1-888-244-2790
mention code SAZ76

www.CigarsIntl.com/SAZ76
You must enter complete web address for special offer

Dominican long-filler 
Churchill Sampler

Cigars International is the 
veritable 800 lb gorilla of 
the premium, handmade 
cigar industry. First-rate 
service, guaranteed quality 
and freshness, and the 
biggest discounts in all the 
land. So I’m offering an 
89% off introductory deal 
to prove it. 30 handmade, 
�ominican, long-� ller 
Churchills for just $1999! 

ONLY
$1999*

NOTICE OF FY 2013 
ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN
MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2013 - 6 PM 

CONEY ISLAND HOSPITAL 
2601 Ocean Parkway-2nd Fl. Auditorium

Brooklyn, NY 11235 
Advance Registration Deadline: 04/05/2013

The Board of Directors of the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation invite you to
attend its Fiscal Year 2013 Annual Public Meetings in accordance with §7384(10) of the HHC
Enabling Act. This meeting was previously canceled due to Super Storm Sandy. 
Following a report on the activities of the Corporation, the public is invited to make oral
and/or written presentations. Allotted speaking time is FIVE (5) minutes. Speakers are asked
to register in advance by writing or calling: 

Ms. Patricia Lockhart, Secretary to the Corporation
New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation

125 Worth Street, Room 519, New York, New York 10013
Telephone: 212-788-3360 

Limited Interpreter and American Sign Language services are available upon request in
advance of registration deadline dates ONLY. 
On-site registration will be available at each location on the day of the meeting beginning at
5:30 p.m. and ending at 6:30 p.m. Speakers who register in advance will be given priority
on the speaking schedule.

This event is Wheelchair accessible.
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By E. Eduardo Castillo & 
Jack Chang

CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — With leaders from 
five continents on hand, Ven-
ezuela began a day of dis-
tinctly different ceremonies 
on Friday — first the formal 
state funeral of Hugo Chavez, 
then the swearing-in of his 
anointed interim successor, 
which the opposition vowed 
to boycott on charges it was 
unconstitutional.

Friday’s funeral at the mil-
itary academy where Chavez 
has been lying in state began 
with Venezuela’s national 
youth orchestra singing the 
national anthem, led by famed 
conductor Gustavo Dudamel. 
More than 30 political leaders 
including Cuba’s Raul Castro 
and Iranian firebrand Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad stood 
at attention before Chavez’s 
flag-draped coffin.

Outside the academy, the 
line to see Chavez’s body 
stretched 1 ½ miles (2 kil-
ometers). Progress for those 
already waiting since the 
early hours was halted for the 
funeral, with some express-
ing impatience.

Government officials 
handed out water, and street 

vendors sold paper replicas of 
the presidential sash, which 
many people in the line 
slipped over their shoulder.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks, 
a New York Democrat, and 
former Rep. William Dela-
hunt, a Democrat from Mas-
sachusetts, represented the 
United States, which Chavez 
often portrayed as a great 
global evil even as he sent the 
country billions of dollars in 

oil each year. Other Ameri-
can VIPs were also expected 
to be in attendance. The Rev. 
Jesse Jackson tweeted that he 
would be there, and televi-
sion cameras also captured 
Hollywood star Sean Penn in 
attendance.

“It is a great pain for us 
because we have lost a friend,” 
Ahmadinejad said upon his 
arrival at the airport over-

By Azad Ali
History was created in 

Trinidad and Tobago and 
the entire Caribbean when 
a 28-year-old mother gave 
birth to sextuplets - three 
boys and three girls - at 
the  Maternity Hospital of 
the Eric Williams Medical 
Complex, Mt. Hope, about 
six miles from the capital, 
Port of Spain.

The babies were con-
ceived after the mother used 
a fertility drug.

The first baby was born 
at 10:10 a.m. on Monday, 
March 4, said Professor 
Bharath Bassaw, consultant 
obstetrician, at a press con-
ference at the hospital.

Bassaw said they may 
include a set of triplets, or 
possibly a pair of twins and 
four single babies, but doc-
tors need to look at the pla-
centa to determine that.

The Cesarean section 
took an estimated 40 min-
utes, which Bassaw said was 
“quite good.”

“We got all six babies 
within three minutes, which 
was quite surprising to all of 
us as well. We had a cadre of 
neonatal staff,” he said.

The mother, from Cen-
tral Trinidad, whose name 
was given as Petra Lee 
Foon, was given a due date 
of Thursday, April 14, but 
because she was having dif-

ficulty in breathing, doctors 
decided to operate 10 days 
early.

Bassaw said the newborns 
had to be kept in ventilators 
and on drips for the next 
couple of weeks, after which 
they would be introduced to 
breast milk.

Their birth weights range 
from one pound nine ounc-
es to three pounds and the 
smallest is a girl.

Bassaw was one of the 
two surgeons who delivered 
the babies along with a staff 
of 18 doctors and nurses 
– a team that was put in 
place to support the 42 staff 
members in the unit.

Cuba’s President Raul Castro salutes as he stands next 
to the coffi n containing the remains of Venezuela’s 
late President Hugo Chavez during his wake in Cara-
cas, Venezuela, last Thursday, March 7, 2013. At right 
is Chavez’s daughter Rosa Virginia Chavez and left is 
Vice-President Nicolas Maduro. 
 AP Photo/Mirafl ores Press Offi ce

Trinidadian mother delivers 
region’s first sextuplets 

Swearing-in after a 
funeral in VenezuelaThen you need a criminal defense 

attorney who will aggressively defend 
your rights. 

   on any and all legal matters

RUSS KOFMAN, ESQ.
118-35 Queens Blvd. 14th Fl.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

Toll Free
24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week 

ARRESTED?

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

clients arrested for any and all crimes.

855 NY NOT GUILTY
855 696-6848

 

 

 

SCHOOL’S OUT, 
THE Y’S IN. 
SPRING BREAK HOLIDAY CAMP 

For kids, a week off from school is all about having 
fun. As a parent, you’d like something more to go 
along with that fun. For parents, our Y is ready to 
take over with a day’s worth of awesome (and 
structured) games and activities, all led by trained, 
caring adult staff. Sure beats TV! 
  
Through out-of-school-time programs like Holiday 
Camp, we help kids grow stronger in spirit, mind 
and body with fun activities that help them build 
independence while making new friends. 

5-12 
Spring Break 3/25 – 3/29 

AGES:I 
DATE:I 

  

FEES: *9:00-4PM = $190(mem) / $210(non) 
 *7:30-4PM = $240(mem) / $260(non) 
  
 *9:00-6PM = $220(mem) / $240(non) 
 *7:30-6PM = $270(mem) / $290(non) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

*$30 late fee charged added when you   
register on or after Saturday, December 22nd. 
A recent medical form must be on file for your 
child to attend in accordance to DOH  
standards.  

AGES 5-12 
BRONX YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473 
718-792-9736      ymcanyc.org/Bronx 
        facebook.com/BronxYMCA            @BronxYMCA              @

Continued on Page 28
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For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com $2OFF

THE PRICE OF 
ADMISSION

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY ONLY!   April 1-5, 2013
Valid only with cash purchases. Present this coupon at 
ticket box office. Not valid toward admission for children. 
One coupon per person. Not to be combined with any 
other discount offer. 

Save on combo tickets with  
LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also 
available at AutoShowNY.com.  
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com

Get back to daily 
activities next day! 

MOST INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED!

 Advanced Diagnostic 

Equipment 

 Minimal Invasive Surgery

 Quick Recovery

 Painless
Dr. Howard Frank, DPM

Board Certifi ed
1636 East 14th St., Suite 105

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Global Podiatry

(347) 954-0002

Bunions  Crooked Toes  Hammertoes  Corns  Callouses

Ingrown Nails  Heel Pain  Warts  Nail Fungus

FOOT PAIN?
Need to improve appearance? We can help!

347-954-0002
AFHC presents Dr. Frank as its Leading Podiatry Specialist

www.brooklynnypodiatrist.com

A

F

Sévis Gratis Pou ManmFree Services For Enrolled Members

A Place Where You Will...A

Free Services For Enrolled Members
     Hot and Nutritious Meals and Snack
     Door to Door Transportation
     Games, Arts & Crafts, Computer Classes
     ESL & Languages Workshops
     Dance Classes & Music Therapy
     Health Education & Memory Exercises 
     Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Screening 
     Social Services

A Place Where You Will...
     Make New and Enjoy Old Friends
     Find Caring, Kindness, and Understanding
     Get More Out of Your Life

        100% Covered By Medicaid HMO

Sévis Gratis Pou Manm Inscrits
     Des Repas Chauds Et Des Collations Nutritives
     Porte A Porte De Transport Et Gratuits
     Jeux, Arts Et Metiers, Des Cours D’Informatique
     ESL Et Atelier De Langues
     Cours De Danse Et Musicotherapie
     Education De La Sante Et Des Exercices De Memoire
     Surveillance De La Pression Arterielle Et De La Diabete
     Services Sociaux

Un Endroit Ou Vous Pouvez...
     Faire De Nouveaux Amis
     Trouver La Bonte, La Compassion et La Comprehension
     Trouver La Meilleure Partie De La Vie

          100% Couvrir Par Medicaid  HMO

A safe and secure envoronment where you can spend the day and enjoy social and education activities 
that will allow you to enhance and maintain level of independence

SADC. Inc

1460 Flatbush Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11210
(Located Between Farragut and Glenwood Road)

TEL. 929-234-2900                                                                      FAX 718-889-2349www.SundanceSADC.com
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By Richard Eidlin
In his State of the Union 

speech, President Obama focused 
on investing to create the, infra-
structure, work environment and 
skills for good jobs and a thriving 
middle class.

But, do you know how most 
jobs get created in America? The 
answer is small and microbusi-
nesses.

As the Kaufman Foundation 
has noted, the majority of jobs 
created in the U.S. are done so 
by companies with 50 or less 
employees. There are more than 
25.5 million microbusinesses – 
90 per cent of all businesses – in 
the U.S., employing more than 
31 million people and generating 
$2.4 trillion in annual receipts. 
With many of the largest compa-
nies sitting on trillions of dollars 
in cash, rather than investing it 
and the jobless rate close to 8%, 
it’s now time to fully acknowl-
edge the vital role that small and 
microbusinesses play in stimulat-
ing economic activity.

The problem is that small busi-

nesses receive much lip service 
but little action from policymak-
ers.

More and more firms are start-
ing smaller and staying smaller. 
As the Bureau of Labor statistics 
reported in March 2012, the aver-
age size of new start-ups went 
from 7.6 employees in the 1990’s 
to 4.7 employees in 2011. And the 
share of the self-employed in the 
labor market is growing exponen-
tially. If one in three microbusi-
nesses hired just one additional 
employee, the US economy would 
achieve full employment. In addi-
tion, small and microbusinesses 
are more innovative and more 

likely to focus on positive social 
and environmental goals.

In many ways, these business-
es represent our best hope for 
achieving the economy of the 
future. And yet these entrepre-
neurs face enormous challenges 
accessing the capital they need to 
start and grow their businesses. 
Those in underserved communi-
ties are especially challenged, due 
to lack of assets, credit scores, and 
net worth.

As the president noted in his 
State of the Union address only “a 
thriving middle class” can ensure 
long-term growth, and Ameri-
cans must be given the tools to 
succeed. We applaud the Presi-
dent’s focus on attracting jobs to 
the US, calling for smarter invest-
ments in manufacturing and 
increasing the minimum wage, 
for example. But, the federal gov-
ernment must also play a role in 
providing start up entrepreneurs 
with the tools to create their own 
economic opportunities and build 
wealth for themselves and their 

To The Editor:
I run a not-for-profit program 

piloting at an underserved pub-
lic school in Crown Heights - 
Seeds in the Middle. We empow-
er kids to get healthy in the 
obesity epidemic.

We are inviting volunteers 
- teens and older, to join our 
challenge to provide students 
in an under-resourced school 
(nearly 100 percent free or 
reduced lunch) with a fair shake 
by offering to tutor and help 
prepare them for high-stakes 
tests beginning in mid-April.

Anyone who can be a math 
or reading tutor. Especially wel-
come anyone trained in teach-
ing children with learning chal-
lenges is invited: Seniors, retired 
educators, please step up. 

Also, you can offer a fun class 
at the school on Saturdays or 
:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. -Tues-
days, Wednesdays, Thursdays in 
dance, theater, soccer, cooking, 
etc.) to lure in children.

INFORMATION:
Prove you can make a change 

for a child!
Volunteers needed to tutor 

3rd-, 4th- and 5th-graders 
through April 26 (8 weeks)

Seeking 300 tutors for 300 
kids.

Hours: 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Monday through Friday, and/or 
3:00 p.m - 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday.

Saturdays may be possible. 
Make a change for a child. 

Join the challenge to prove that 
students, if given proper sup-
port, can score high. Find us on 
Facebook: Seeds in the Middle, 
Twitter: #seedsnmiddle

Contact : info@seed-

sinthemiddle.org and indicate:
- times you are available
- a reference
- special skills (especially if 

you have experience with learn-
ing challenges) 

- what you can and are will-
ing to do

ALSO - 
FYI - We are offering a new 

Crown Heights Youth Soccer 
program, for ages 4-14, to pro-
vide affordable, fun fitness, 
along with healthy eats. Two 
tournaments coming up!

Also welcome volunteers for 
the kids (free) and adult players 
(they pay). 

Free Soccer for Harmony 
Youth Tournament on April 6, 
1-4 pm at Hamilton Metz Field

Adults! Soccer for Harmony 
tournament - April 14, noon to 6 
p.m. at Hamilton Metz Field

Seeds in the Middle, named by 
fourth graders in central Brook-
lyn, inspires parents, educators, 
students and their communi-
ty to access all opportunities, 
beginning with improving their 
health, enhancing arts educa-
tion and greening their environ-
ment. We are joyful, respectful, 
educational and engaging. 

Our innovative strategy to 
fight obesity initiates at schools. 
We weave together a compre-
hensive package to turn around 
ills driving down opportunity 
and advancement. We empower 
and educate all to get healthy 
and scale disparities. Our pilot 
schools are in Crown Heights, 
a neighborhood with one of the 
city’s highest obesity, diabetes, 
and heart disease rates and low-
est academic achievement. 
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By Kenneth L. Davis
As House Speaker John Boeh-

ner has said, the Affordable Care 
Act is the “law of the land.” The 
Supreme Court has upheld it. 
The 2012 election reaffirms it. 
Whether you love it or hate it, 
the law is being implemented. 
The law is welcoming 27 mil-
lion Americans into the health 
care system and urging them to 
find a doctor — a regular source 
of care. Why? Because research 
is clear: People with a regular 
source of care have better health 
outcomes.

Yet at the very moment we are 
inviting people into the health 
system, Congress is consider-
ing cutting the single source of 

training that will ensure we have 
the physicians we need to look 
after these individuals, by drasti-
cally reducing federal funding for 
graduate medical education. We 
cannot afford to have a national 
health policy that goes in two 
opposite directions.

When Congress established 
Medicare in 1965, it recognized 
that qualified, trained physicians 
are vital to making our health 
care system work. That’s why 
Medicare allocates funding for 
graduate medical education, so 
that teaching hospitals (which 
make up just 6 percent of all 
U.S. hospitals while providing 75 
percent of all physician training) 
and other providers can ensure a 

steady pipeline of trained physi-
cians. But the reality is that even 
without proposed cuts to fed-
eral GME funding, our nation’s 
demand for doctors is outpacing 
our ability to meet it.

Consider that nearly one-third 
of physicians will retire in the 
next decade. It takes, on average, 
a decade to educate and train 
new physicians. At a time when 
we should be stimulating growth, 
the number of training positions 
supported by Medicare is capped 
(and has been for 13 years). On 
top of this, we face increased 
demand from aging baby boom-
ers who will be seeking more 
care and the newly insured enter-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Edi-
tor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address and telephone 
number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or withheld 
on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.

A thriving middle 
class” can ensure 
long-term growth, 

and Americans must 
be given the tools to 

succeed. 
President Barack Obama

Demand for doctors soaring as cuts loom

Invest in America’s small 
and microbusinesses

Join the challenge
LETTERS

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12
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Hugo Chavez’s death on March 
5, after 14 years as Venezuela’s lead-
er, has naturally given Venezuelans 
pause as to whether  there’s anything 
in the pipeline remotely resembling 
the singular leadership brand that 
was Chavez. Some of them obviously 
hoping there is; others not. And 
very reflective of that dichotomy in 
the response of Chavez’s fellow Ven-
ezuelans was reaction  in different 
spheres of the international com-
munity where, in genuine trailblazer 
fashion, Chavez stamped an image 
perhaps like no other who previ-
ously sat at the pinnacle of power in 
his country.

There are no doubt unreconstruct-
ed Chavez critics – political types, 
media, etc – who routinely have 
painted him with one brush: he’s a 
despot, he’s a buffoon, he’s a maniac, 
he’s not what Venezuela needed. The 
more responsible among his critics 
cannot but acknowledge a funda-
mental reconfiguring of the social 
order that Chavez brought about in 
Venezuela. A New York Times report 
the day after Chavez died, led off 
with the experience of a poor Ven-
ezuelan woman who, having so far 
waited in vain for 13 years for prom-
ised rehabilitation after the disas-
trous 1999 mudslides, expressed her 

frustration, but remained as loyal 
a supporter of Chavez as ever she 
had been. “Who wouldn’t cry for 
a president like him?” the Times 
quoted the woman, as she joined 
the throngs in Caracas gathered to 
catch a glimpse of the president’s 
coffin. “Everything here was Chavez. 
He was our country.” 

An awareness that in Venezue-
la, up to a couple of decades ago, 
marginalization of the country’s 
majority poor was institutionalized, 
maybe doesn’t hammer home the 
starkness of that condition quite 
like the anecdotal reference of an 
impoverished soul who nonetheless 
holds the departed leader in mes-
sianic reverence. That woman and 
lots of others may not have gotten 
the deliverance for which they most 
desperately looked to the Chavez 
government. But many others have. 
And that’s key, one gathers, in the 
incredible love affair Venezuela’s 
once forgotten developed with their 
charismatic leader. For some, both 
within and outside of Venezuela, it 
doesn’t compute, doesn’t register at 
all. Not so, these masses.

Most important is that this pop-
ulist revolution authored by the 
leader reached critical mass to the 
extent that turning back the clock, 

post-Chavez, doesn’t look now to 
be do-able. In the election that 
Chavez romped to a new six-year 
term last October, his opponent 
Enrique Capriles ran a campaign 
in which he promised to continue 
the socialist programs that Chavez 
had in place. Columnist Gwynne 
Dyer, whose pieces get wide global 
coverage, referred to the domina-
tion of Venezuelan politics by “two 
factions of a narrow elite” until not 
too long ago in the country’s his-
tory and added that, “Now the task 
of using the country’s oil wealth to 
improve the lives of the poor major-
ity is central to all political debate 
in the country.”  Dyer described the 
seismic shift Chavez orchestrated in 
the Venezuelan economy as having 
given the country the potential to be 
“a Saudi Arabia with democracy.”

Dyer’s take on Chavez is sur-
prisingly a more objective one 
than comment on him by Western 
establishment sources tend to be. 
Although Dyer described him as “an 

unnecessarily combative and polar-
izing politician  and a truly awful 
administrator,” he allows that he 
“has actually achieved what he went 
into politics for.” That pretty bal-
anced read on  the Chavez turn at 
the helm is in sharp contrast to the 
typical Western establishment view, 
in which quite likely would be fleet-
ing reference to the major social 
turnaround he engineered for his 
country’s hitherto outcast major-
ity  and overwhelming emphasis on 
Chavez’s alleged transgressions or 
shortcomings: of authoritarian bent, 
heavy-handed in his dealings with 
political opponents,  frittering away 
oil revenues, being indifferent to cor-
ruption… In summing up Chavez’s 
foreign policy, a New York Times 
piece noted that its main theme 
seemed to be taunting the U.S.      

A quite different judgment of 
Chavez was recorded by Raffique 
Shah, writing in the Trinidad 
Express, who said of him, that he 
“cast a giant shadow over the West-
ern Hemisphere during his relatively 
short life. “ Shah showered effu-
sive praise on Chavez for his social 
revolution directed primarily toward 
alleviating harsh conditions for the 
underclass. But the columnist also 
wasn’t about to  short-shrift the 

visionary plans Chavez rolled out for 
beyond his country’s borders – the 
wider region, including the Carib-
bean. “Few leaders can claim to have 
influenced the course of history and 
geopolitics the way he did,” Shah 
said, citing particularly Chavez’s 
forging of the Bolivarian Alliance of 
the Americas (ALBA), the regional 
trade bloc that challenged the U.S-
backed Free Trade Area of the Ameri-
cas (FTAA) and the Petrocaribe alli-
ance that has provided important 
economic support for regional ter-
ritories in its generous terms for the 
purchase of Venezuelan oil.

Much has been made of Chavez’s 
“thing” with the U.S. – his celebrated 
disparagement of George W. Bush at 
the UN and all the rest. No one could 
be blamed for thinking some of 
those “performances” over the top. 
At the same time, if Chavez and his 
colleagues believe the Bush admin-
istration to have been either active 
players in or to have given their 
blessing to the failed coup against 
him in 2002, who  dares  decree how 
much reaction was too much?

Chavez gave Venezuela an outsize 
world-stage presence it never before 
had. And he gave his country’s poor 
a sense of belonging they never had. 
He couldn’t be all bad.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

On Chavez: Different strokes from different folks 

FAMILY FEUD is a registered trademark of FremantleMedia
Operations BV.  www.fremantlemedia.com

©2013 NEW YORK LOTTERY. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 
YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER TO PURCHASE A LOTTERY TICKET.

TO PLAY THE SECOND CHANCE 
SWEEPSTAKES VISIT NYLOTTERYSWEEPS.COM.
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ing the system for the first 
time. The Association of 
American Medical Colleg-
es projects the U.S. will 
face a shortage of more 
than 90,000 doctors in just 
seven years.

Read more: http://
w w w . p o l i t i c o . c o m /
story/2013/03/demand-for-
doctors-soaring-as-cuts-
loom-88390.htm

community. Here are a few 
suggestions of what these 
tools need to include: 

Revamp the tax code and 
increase revenue, by elimi-
nating corporate tax havens 
that allow capital to be off-
shored. An estimated $100 
billion or more in tax rev-
enue is lost to corporate tax 
havens every year. Our eco-
nomic progress is under-
mined when companies 
are rewarded for financial 
manipulation rather than 
innovation and productive 
investment.

End wasteful subsidies 
that benefit the nation’s 
largest companies. In an era 
that requires trimming the 
federal budget, the $5 bil-
lion in direct payments for 
agribusiness are not justifi-
able, especially when fund-
ing and technical assist-
ance for small farmers and 
ranchers is eliminated. Nor 
should we provide nearly $4 
billion in annual incentives 
for the oil and gas industry. 

Provide Small Business 
Access to Capital. There is 
no shortage of determined, 
committed, and capable 

entrepreneurs who want to 
succeed. However, there are 
a dearth of opportunities 
for microbusiness owners 
to access to fairly-priced 
capital and resources. Con-
gress must re-instate the 
ability of the SBA 504 lend-
ing program to do refinanc-
ing. New Market Tax Credits 
should be modified to allow 
for lending to small busi-
nesses. And, SBA’s techni-
cal assistance, Microloan 
and the highly successful 
Program for Investment in 
Microentrepreneurs need to 
be fully funded.

Physicians

Investing in small biz

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at 
MCU makes perfect sense.

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

New

Lo
w R

at
e!

* These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or 
direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will 
qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 
2013-2012, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 
on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2011, your 
payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.78 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 2.55% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after 
closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct 
deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for 
older models and refinances. Membership required.

Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call  

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

Continued from Page 10

Continued from Page 10

We teach how to grow, 
how to market, how to 
access and prepare nutri-
tious food, how to exercise, 
how to engage in the arts, 

all the elements needed to 
promote life-changing life-
long health. Our partners 
come from all walks of life: 
chefs, athletes, educators, 
artists, builders and more. 

We cross cultures. We 
transform gray into green, 
destitution into inspira-
tion.

Nancie L. Katz
Director, Seeds in 
the Middle
Like us on Facebook:
Seeds in the Middle
Twitter @seedsnmiddle
PO Box 301752, 
Brooklyn, NY 11231
Work: 917-756-4202
Cell: 917-697-3745

Challenge
Continued from Page 10
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Call 1-877-255-9417

The union that makes SUNY work

Phillip H. Smith, President

United University Professions

Tell lawmakers to keep the promise.

KEEP THE PROMISE.
New York made a promise when it created the State

University—a promise to keep SUNY accessible to all

students. But today, the state is pulling back from that

promise.

A two-year funding freeze—on top of years of deep cuts in

state support—has shifted more of the cost of higher

education onto students and their families. 

Today, nearly 75 percent of SUNY’s operating budget

comes from tuition and fees, compared to a decade

ago when 75 percent came from the state. So more and

more funding for SUNY is coming from tuition and fees.

This amounts to an increasing burden on lower- and

middle-income families.

That shift threatens to erase student access.

Erase opportunity.

Erase hope for a brighter future for all New York.

Don’t let it happen. It’s time the state pays its fair share

to SUNY again.

Call your legislators. Tell them to increase funding for

SUNY in this year’s budget.

She is more than just my doctor…She is also a trusted family friend
Health Services:

Bed-Stuy Medical Center 
“Putting the CARE in health care”

1491 Broadway 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, Corner of Jeff erson
   train to Halsey St. Station

(718) 213-1305  bedstuymedical@gmail.com
We accept Medicare, Medicaid and other insurance  Walk-ins welcome  Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-7

Dr. Azuka Anyoka, Dr. Bilgin Kerisli, Dr. Mark Michnik, 
Dr. Sun Joo-Kin, Dr. Runkel Yuan, Dr. Nina Mirsakov

  Internal Medicine
 Adolescent & Young Adult 

  Health 
 Allergy & Immunology 
 Pediatrics 
 Obstetrics/Gynecology
 Chiropractic Sleep Medicine 
 Urology 

 Cardiology
 Ear, Nose and Throat 
 Podiatry Vascular 
 PMR 
 Neurology 
 Physical Therapy 
 Fertility treatments 
 Acupuncture
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Analysis by Humberto 
Márquez

CARACAS, March 6, 2013 
(IPS) - Part of the legacy 
left by Venezuelan Presi-
dent Hugo Chávez, who died 
Tuesday, was his determined 
struggle for the integration of 
Latin America independent 
of the standards and models 
of the industrialised North, 
and for the reinvigoration of 
left-wing radicalism in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

Chávez forged ahead in 
the field left open by the end 
of the Cold War, using as 
a tool the oil and financial 
resources that he employed 
in an almost discretionary 
manner in Venezuela, and 
with a charisma and gift for 
communication not seen in 
a leftist leader since Cuba’s 
Fidel Castro.

“When it seemed that 
Castro’s leadership abilities 
would not be seen again, 
Chávez showed up to display 
a new manifestation of the 
radical left and encourage 
that tendency throughout 
the region,” Carlos Romero, 
director of graduate stud-
ies in political science at the 
Central and Simón Bolívar 
universities in Caracas, told 
IPS.

Elected and re-elected 
several times as president of 
Venezuela since 1998, Chávez 

“felt called upon by destiny to 
follow the path of (independ-
ence hero) Simón Bolívar and 
be a kind of revolutionary 
leader in the world against 
the empire, the United States 
– something more rhetori-
cal than practical,” Demetrio 
Boersner, who taught diplo-
macy and political science to 
several generations in Ven-
ezuela, told IPS.

Chávez Victory 
Brings Challenges 
for “21st Century 
Socialism”

His election preceded that 
of Evo Morales in Bolivia, 
Rafael Correa in Ecuador and 
Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua, 
whose countries are partners 
of Venezuela, Cuba and sev-
eral Caribbean island nations 
in the Bolivarian Alliance for 
the Peoples of Our America 
(ALBA).

He was also in power 
before the current and 
former left-leaning govern-
ments of Venezuela’s allies 
in the Southern Common 
Market (MERCOSUR), an 
integration scheme in which 
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay 
and Uruguay were joined 
by Venezuela after Chávez 
pulled the country out of the 
Andean Community, made 
up of Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador and Peru.

In the international arena, 
Chávez “leaves several big 
assets, like the projection 
of his political approach not 
only in the region but also 
reaching out to distant coun-
tries, encouraging other 
actors, like Russia and China, 
to get more involved in this 
region,” Romero said.

“Another was the integra-
tion, with ideas that were 
not necessarily correct but 
were novel, based on more 
authentic models than those 
promoted by the West,” he 
said.

Besides founding ALBA, 
Chávez played a key role in 
the creation of the recently 
established South Ameri-
can Community of Nations 
(UNASUR) and Community 
of Latin American and Car-
ibbean State (CELAC), and 
of the regional Latin Ameri-
can TV network Telesur, the 
Banco del Sur (Bank of the 
South), and an incipient 
regional currency, the sucre, 
to facilitate intra-regional 
trade without the need for 
euros or dollars.

A third asset was “the use 
of oil as a key instrument 
of cooperation, as Petrocar-
ibe used it, to balance the 
national accounts and boost 
the energy capacity of many 
countries in the region,” 

People gather outside the military academy where the funeral ceremony for Ven-
ezuela’s late President Hugo Chavez will take place in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, 
March 8, 2013. Friday’s funeral promises to be a fi nal turn on the world stage for 
Chavez after 14 years in power, though in some ways the former paratrooper is not 
going anywhere: Venezuela announced Thursday that it would embalm his body 
and put it on permanent display.  AP Photo/Fernando Llano

Chávez invigorated the 
Left in Latin America

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Continued on Page 26
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Presented by Borough President Marty Markowitz

Brooklyn Key Women of America, Inc.
Brooklyn Women’s Coalition

National Council of Negro Women, Inc. Flatbush Section
National Council of Negro Women, Inc. Bedford Stuyvesant Section

National Organization of Women (NOW)
National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club, Inc.

Seaman’s Society for Children and Families

SPONSORED BY

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills.
We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. 
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. marks Painless Dental, you have a unique 
opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fi llings, root canals or even the most extensive oral 
surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, where we make it our fi rst priority 
to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and laughing gas is also available.

Gum Treatment
We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from simple prophylaxis to 
advanced gum and bone surgery.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
 Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. We combine the
 best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate unnecessary extractions.
 We also do Invisalign treatment.

 Dental Laboratory on Premises
 New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.
 

 Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.
OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283
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ger incentives to be given 
to encourage bandleaders to 
do more to improve mas in 
Carnival.

MacFarlane said the first 
prize should be increased from 
TT$300,000 (US$50,000) to 
TT$3 million (US$500,000).

However, Douglas said he 
wished the money could be 
found to increase the prizes.

Guyana
Investigations are contin-

uing into the discovery of 314 
kilograms of cocaine valued 
US$11 million from among a 
quantity of lumber for ship-
ment to the Netherlands.

The operation at the Guy-
ana Timber Products Incor-
porated Sawmill at Soesdyke, 
East Bank, Demerara was 
carried out by agents of the 
C u s t o m s 
A nt i-Nar-
cotics Unit 
( C A N U ) 
and the 
Guyana Revenue Authority’s 
Drug Enforcement Unit.

According to reports, the 
exporter was prevented from 
exporting the products to 
Europe last year by the Guy-
ana forestry commission for 
not following required proce-

dures for the export of forest 
produce.

Reports indicate that one 
Dutch national and five Guy-
anese were detained. The 
drug bust is said to be the 
largest dent in Guyana’s drug 
trade so far for 2013.

In recent months, millions 
of dollars worth of cocaine 
stashed in fish food, canned 
coconut milk and powdered 
detergent have been inter-
cepted.

In December, 325 kilos of 
cocaine valued US$10 million 
were seized in soap powder.

Trinidad
Attorney General Anand 

Ramlogan has called for the 
resumption of the death pen-
alty in Trinidad and Toba-
go in wake of the escalating 
murders and gruesome kill-
ings in the country over the 
past few weeks.

Ramlogan told report-
ers recently that the gov-
ernment’s efforts are being 
stymied by the opposition’s 
refusal to support the initia-
tive.

He said the government 
was committed to the death 
penalty, but needed the nec-
essary support.

The attorney general said 
on three occasions the gov-

ernment had asked the oppo-
sition for its proposals “on 
how this can be done” since 
they are not opposed to the 
death penalty.

“I want to renew that 
request to 
the lead-
er of the 
opposition. 
The death 
penalty is one that remains 
a sore point for the public,” 
he said.

Ramlogan believes the 
time has come to pass tough 
legislation and to consider 
the removal of trial by juries.

Over the past week, the 
government has announced 
several crime fighting meas-
ures – from the reintroduc-
tion of joint army/police 
patrols, the use of the army 
to fight crime and now the 
abolition of jury trials for 
blood crime.

Ramlogan noted that sev-
eral countries operated with-
out a jury system and there 
was no downgrade. He listed 
Singapore, India and Holland 
as some countries. 

He said the government 
can no longer allow a minor-
ity of criminals to hold the 
country to ransom.

Compiled by Azad Ali

By Bert Wilkinson
In what is clearly an 

unprecedented case, a group 
of local army officers has 
sued Chief of Staff Commo-
dore Gary Best in civilian 
court in a bid to force him 
to pay them government-
ordered annual Christmas 
bonuses approved by cabi-
net last year.

A writ to the effect was 
filed in the high court last 
weekend by four officers 
including a major. A major 
is a senior officer. The group 
claims that the bonuses 
have been traditionally paid 
to all officers and ranks by 
the Guyana Defense Force 
without any conditions so 
they are asking the court 
to rule against Best for not 
paying dozens of officers 
and other ranks because 

they had faced disciplinary 
reasons for one reason or 
the other last year.

Best had asked for a list of 
those disciplined internally 
during the period, telling 
them they were disqualified 
for the bonus while oth-
ers were paid. Best and the 
army top brass have refused 
comment on the issue.

Failing to win a change 
of heart after months of 
lobbying, the group of four 
filed the writ in the court. 
The first hearing is slated 
for next week.

Presidential spokesman 
Kwame McKoy said Monday 
cabinet officials had not 
paid any particular “atten-
tion to the developments”, 
promising to check with 
defense board in the com-
ing days as to how author-

ities will respond to the 
chief of staff being dragged 
before the law courts. The 
writ was served on him at 
base command Friday.

Immediate past army 
chief Brig. Gen. Edward 
Collins said “there has been 
no such precedent that 
we know of” noting that 
bonus payments date back 
to almost a decade and no 
conditions were attached.

The writ argued that 
President Donald Ramo-
tar had not attached any 
rules about payments so 
officers and ranks who 
were blanked for payments 
should be paid like others 
in the 2,500-strong defense 
force, formed in 1965, a 
year before Guyana gained 
independence from Brit-
ain.

Guyana Army officers 
sue for Christmas bonus

Family Dental Care

Dr. Michael Entin
(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave P)   718-758-2301

Teeth WhiteningFREE
Medicaid & Most 
Dental Insurances

Accepted
Most Major Credit
Cards Accepted

$
%

= + A
B
C

NEED A TUTOR? 
NEED TO PASS THAT EXAM?

WE CAN HELP!
CALL US @ 917-583-8594  

OR VISIT ROKEN4LIFE.COM  
TO REGISTER

WE ALSO OFFER:

Substitute Teacher 1. 
Services

Music Lessons2. 

And a host of subjects3. 

Online Tutoring4. 

(WE ARE HIRING)

  

  

NEED SOME CASH?
We Gave Out $35 Million 

in Loans Last Year!

Visit our website at www.brfcu.org for more rate information.
Proudly serving Brooklyn for 75 years.

www.brfcu.org

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

1750 86th Street    Brooklyn, New York 11214
(718) 680-2121 

1609 Avenue Z   Brooklyn, New York 11236
(718) 934-6809

Open Monday - Saturday

Call or stop in to see how we can help you.

Continued from page 2 
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Ms. Allison Butters-Grant
Tel: (973)-223-9165

Email: allisonbuttersgrant@globalconext.com

US CONTACT US CONTACT GUYANA CONTACT

Mr. Valence Williams
Tel: (917)-742-0257

Email: valdaro@yahoo.com

Elaine Ville Housing Development Inc.
Lot A190 Eping Avenue

Bel Air Park, Georgetown, Guyana

Tel: +(592)-226-4226
Email: info@elaineville.com

Website: www.elaineville.com

Hand-in-Hand Trust corporation Inc.
62-63 Middle Street,
North Cummingsburg,
Georgetown
Tel: 592-226-9781/4227/1750;227-1772
Fax: 592-226-9971
Email: trustco@gol.net.gy

Citizen’s Bank Guyana Ltd
201 Camp street, Lacytown,
Georgetown
Tel: 592-226-1705-6
Fax: 592-226-1719
Email: info@citizensbankgy.com

Discover the art of living in affordable luxury, and modern comfort.  Choose prestigious lots developed in strategically 
designed phases, all within the reach of modern conveniences and amenities.

OWN A PIECE OF PARADISE IN THE MAKING

HOUSE LOTS 
FOR SALE

IN GUYANA
AVAILABLE LOT SIZES: 1/8 ACRE, 1/4 ACRE, 1/2 ACRE, 1 ACRE, 2 ACRES, 4.3 ACRES, 7 ACRES

Elaine Ville
PREPARED INFRASTRUCTURE AMENITIES ELAINEVILLE IS CONVENIENTLY LOCATED LOCAL FINANCING AGENCIES

RECREATIONAL PARK

PORTABLE WATER SUPPLYWATER PUMP

ELECTRICITY

V i s i t  u s  a t :  w w w. e l a i n e v i l l e . c o m

• 30 minutes from Cheddi Jagan International Airport
• 2 minutes from Providence Police Station
• 2 minutes from a variety of Gas Stations
• 5 minutes from Guyana National Stadium
• 5 minutes from Princess International Hotel & Casino
• 7 minutes from the Demerara Harbor Bridge
• 7 minutes from a local mall
• 7 minutes from major banking institutions and ATMs
• 7 minutes from a Supermarket
• 10 minutes from Georgetown
• LOCATION: PROVIDENCE

OVERSEAS VISITORS AND POTENTIAL HOMEOWNERS
YOU ARE INVITED TO A SPECIAL LAND VIEWING

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL +(592) 226-4226

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2013  11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
AT PROVIDENCE, EAST BANK DEMERARA

ELAINEVILLE
HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

SMALL BUSINESS    RESOURCES

By J. D. Massiah
What started in 1999 as 

an idea to bring great seafood 
to the Caribbean community, 
today has emerged as a four-
restaurant chain in Brook-
lyn, with jerk chicken at the 
center of the offerings.

“Because of the demand 
for the product from our cus-
tomers,” says Kirk Gibson, 
the Fisherman’s Cove CEO, 
the business has segued into 
a jerk chicken center. “Cur-
rently, our jerk chicken hap-
pens to be 70 percent of the 
business.”

There is a groupie-style fol-
lowing for Fisherman’s Cove 
dishes, and long lines at each 
location. According to one 
patron, who preferred not to 
be identified, ”It’s worth the 
wait, because they cook two 
times a day, and the food is 
always fresh and delicious.” 

If you think running one 
restaurant is hard, try run-
ning four where Jamaican 
dishes do not get any more 
authentic. Fisherman’s Cove 
has been dishing up delecta-
ble consistency in Jamaican 
cuisine from jerk chicken, 
oxtail, curried goat, curried 
chicken, and escovitch fish to 
rice and peas for more than 
13 years in Brooklyn, New 
York at: 2025 Church Ave, 
4 Newkirk Plaza, 2147 Nos-
trand Ave. and 1122 Eastern 
Parkway.

Gibson credits the success 

of the restaurant chain to his 
tenacity and passion to bring 
consistently tasty Jamaican 
cuisine to its customers. 
“From the beginning I knew 
that we had to be consist-
ently good with what we are 
bringing to our customers,” 
he said.

The Fisherman’s Cove 
story has not been one with-
out struggles and obstacles. 
It all started with acquiring 

the first location on Church 
Avenue and East 21st Street, 
Gibson said.  “I knew that 
the Church Avenue loca-
tion would have been a suc-
cess, but for some reason the 
owner of the building didn’t 
want to rent it to me, so I pur-
sued him from September to 
December of 1999.  He finally 
relented and in January of 
2000, we officially opened the 
first Fisherman’s Cove.”

A major obstacle for Gibson 
at the time was how to trans-
fer the meals he had perfected 
in smaller pots to larger ones. 
“It was very challenging for 
me in the beginning because 
I had hundreds of small pots 
on the stove daily to meet 
the demand until I figured 
out how to do the process 
in larger pots, without affect-
ing the flavor, With the help 
of Chef Pauline Kennedy, we 

were able to come up with 
our winning recipes that are 
unique to Fisherman’s Cove,” 
said Gibson.

Another area of challenge 
for Gibson was securing 
financing. “As with any new 
venture financing is always 
a challenge,” he said. “So I 
had to be very creative by 
approaching friends and fam-
ily members who chipped in 
for the Church Avenue loca-

tion; and four years later for 
the Newkirk Mall location. My 
wife, Carla, was very instru-
mental in securing financ-
ing for the Flatbush Junction 
(Nostrand Avenue) location 
and, three years later, the 
Eastern Parkway location.

Gibson stresses transpar-
ency in food preparation. 
“Our food preparation is very 
transparent, where patrons 
could see what they are get-
ting. I do not believe in serv-
ing food from a back room, 
because transparency is our 
motto.”

He also attributes his suc-
cess in the restaurant indus-
try to listening to God. “God 
has blessed me to be in the 
great ministry of Dr. A. R. 
Bernard, pastor of Christian 
Cultural Center and my spir-
itual mentor. He often teach-
es about character and about 
giving people your best. Hav-
ing deep faith in God.

“By listening to when God 
speaks to me; tithing and 
perseverance, I have seen 
my business grow over the 
years.”

Gibson’s advice for people 
planning to start a business: 
“Be determined, even when 
the odds are against you. 
Don’t let anyone talk you out 
of your vision. Give people 
your very best.”

“Most of all, put God first. 
These things should be a 
great recipe for success.” 

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Fisherman’s Cove CEO Kirk Gibson. Photo by Kevin Bollers

Crafting a Jerk Chicken Franchise in Brooklyn
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By Kingsley Dougan
As part of its program to 

improve service, cut down 
on long lines at check-in 
counters, and enhance pas-
senger experience, Princess 
Juliana International Airport 
(SXM) in Sint Maarten has 
installed 12 self-service check-
in kiosks or Common Use 
Self Service (CUSS) kiosks. 
Eleven of the check-in kiosks 
are in the Departure Hall and 
one in the Transit Area.

According to Larry Donk-
er, Director of Operations at 
PJIAE, the program began 
some two years ago; however, 
in recent times, the use of 
these kiosks has grown tre-
mendously by passengers.

“The airlines themselves 
are very happy to promote 
the use of these kiosks by 
their passengers because it 
reduces the long lines at the 
counters and also the check-
in time,” Donker explained.

Besides, he noted, mod-
ern passengers like to feel 
more empowered to check-in 
themselves.

SXM Airport and the air-
lines are responding to pas-
sengers’ wishes with these 
new kiosks by providing more 
self-service options, Donker 
said.

The installation of a series 
of Common Use Self Service 
(CUSS) kiosks will allow pas-
sengers to perform an auto-
matic check-in, cutting down 
on check-in time by more 
than half for passengers with 
check-in luggage and offering 
an even quicker option for 
those without any check-in 
luggage, he added.

“By introducing CUSS 
kiosks we are providing faster 
check-in for our passengers, 
and also reducing queues at 
check-in desks. The common 
use kiosks can be used by 
any of the airlines to offer 
check-in to their passengers; 
ensuring that both our pas-
sengers and our airline cus-
tomers receive the highest 
level of service. By provid-
ing common-use kiosks we 
can accommodate the extra 
flow of travelers during peak 
hours,” Donker said.

Six carriers that service 
the destination – Air France, 
KLM, Delta, American Air-
lines and Caribbean Airlines 
– are featured on the self-
service kiosks.

Donker explained that this 
is so because “the airlines 
have to have agreements with 
SITA, a Europe-based organi-

zation that specializes in air 
transport communications 
and information technology.”

Established in 1949, SITA 
(Société Internationale de 
Télécommunications Aéro-
nautiques), offers its services 
to almost 3,000 customers 
that include airlines, airports, 
and governments in about 
200 countries and territories 
all over the world.

The kiosks are simple to 
use: all the passenger needs 
is his or her passport and the 
ability to follow the instruc-
tions that appear on the 
screen. However, in case addi-
tional assistance is required, 
airlines normally have a staff 
at hand to offer such.

“This is part of our strate-
gic plan to take the airport to 
a new level by modernizing 
every aspect of our opera-
tions,” concluded Donker.

 We Remove All Darkness
 We Specialize in Spiritual Reunions 

With Lost Loved Ones
 Receive Advice on All Walks of Life

 Remove the Road Blocks in Your Life, 
Begin Your New Journey For the Year of 2013

 Now Available Private Parties

     914-835-7015
www.newagebeginnings.com

Spiritual Consultant
Receive 2 FREE Consultations By Phone

Passengers using the self-service kiosk in Sint Maarten.
 Photo courtesy of SXM Airport

Self-service check-in at 
SXM Airport
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By Tequila Minsky
It was a cold soggy March 

8, International Women’s 
Day, with an early spring 
snowstorm bearing down on 
New York City. At City Hall 
that morning, the feeling was 
the quite the opposite. Repre-
sentatives of dozens of wom-
en’s organizations from every 
ethnic persuasion, organiza-
tions protecting domestic 
violence victims, reproduc-
tive health organizations, 
and organizations working 
on legal rights or legislative 
actions joined in joyous soli-
darity city and federal elected 
women officials– current and 
former–calling for action. 

Moving from the streets 
that held years of Women’s 
Day marches on this day, 
women came together at a 
symbol of legislative power–
City Hall– to support the 
Women’s Equality Agenda, 
spearheaded by Governor 
Cuomo.  

Council Member Jessica 
Lappin carried the morning 
forward. “While some states, 
like Arkansas are moving 

backwards on women’ rights, 
it’s wonderful that Governor 
Cuomo is moving New York 
forward,” she said. 

Specifically, the gover-
nor’s 10-point proposal will: 
achieve pay equity, end sex-
ual harassment in all work-
places, permit the recovery 
of attorneys’ fees in employ-
ment and credit and lend-
ing cases, toughen human 
trafficking laws, end family 

status discrimination, end 
housing discrimination for 
domestic violence victims, 
stop discrimination against 
pregnant women, protect 
domestication violence vic-
tims by strengthening order-
of protection laws, and pro-
tect reproductive health care 
decisions. 

New York State has a his-
tory in the area of women’s 
rights.  The Seneca Falls 

convention in July 1848 was 
the first women’s rights con-
vention to be organized in 
the Western world, organ-
ized by Quakers and non-
Quaker Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton. A woman’s right to vote 
was one of the hotly debated 
topics, eventually added to 
their Declaration of Senti-
ments, which was used as a 
foundation in the U.S. wom-
en’s suffrage movement.  

By Nelson A. King 
The Secretary General of 

the Organization of Amer-
ican States (OAS), Miguel 
Insulza, says the lack of 
adequate statistical data on 
violence against women, its 
care and punishment, con-
tinue to be a “significant 
obstacle” to understand-
ing of the depth of violence 
against women. 

In his message on Inter-
national Women’s Day, 
Insulza said the inability 
to address violence against 
women is also a “significant 
obstacle.” 

“There remain important 
gaps in the legal frame-
work on women’s rights, 
particularly in the lack of 
recognition and protection 
of sexual and reproductive 
rights, which continues to 

be a deep breech in women’s 
citizenship,” he said. 

“Existing legislation on 
multiple forms of violence 
– femicide, sexual harass-
ment, rape within and out-
side the context of marriage, 

violence against trans per-
sons – is an effective guar-
antee of neither the rights 
of the victims nor repara-
tion of the damage done,” 
he added. 

“It is a matter of both 
concern and shame that the 
budget dedicated by Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
to preventing or combat-
ing violence against women 
remains extremely small – 
between 01 percent and 0.1 
percent of public budgets 
– while other areas receive 
much more funding,” the 
OAS chief continued. 

He said the data is “chill-
ing,” stating that it indi-
cates that, “however strong 
our current international 
and national legal frame-
work, if it is not applied, it 
has no relevance for women, 

nor does it support the full 
exercise of their rights.” 

“We must also recognize 
however, that thanks to the 
Belém do Pará Convention 
(Inter-American Convention 
on the Prevention, Punish-
ment and Eradication of 
Violence against Women), 
States have incorporated 
physical, psychological, sex-
ual and economic violence 
into their national norms,” 
he said. 

Insulza said the Conven-
tion has provided the basis 
for the organization of cam-
paigns, the implementation 
of protocols and care servic-
es, the issuing of sentences 
in cases of domestic vio-
lence, rape, harassment and 
other crimes, and numer-
ous other initiatives and 
activities.

On International Women’s Day women came out to support Women’s Equality 
Agenda at City Hall. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Inadequate data on violence against 
women says OAS secretary general

Women leaders support Women’s 
Equality Agenda at City Hall
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OAS Secretary General 
Miguel Insulza. 
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(StatePoint) Eating right is 
essential to keeping your body 
running at its best. But nutrition 
advice doesn’t always account for 
people’s varied lifestyles, health 
needs and tastes.

March, which is National Nutri-
tion Month, is an excellent oppor-
tunity to review your diet and 
make positive, sustainable chang-
es.

So what’s the “right” way to 
eat for you? Experts say it’s not as 
restrictive as you may think.

“There’s sometimes a mis-
perception that eating properly 
means giving up favorite foods,” 
says registered dietitian and Presi-
dent of the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics, Ethan A. Bergman. 
“But including foods you love in 
your diet can help you stick to 
your goals.”

As part of the “Eat Right, Your 
Way, Every Day” campaign, Berg-
man suggests that those looking 
to eat a healthy diet, tailor food 
choices to meet lifestyle, needs 
and preferences:

• Business People: Busy work 
days can lead to on-the-fly meals. 
For desktop dining, keep single-
serve packages of crackers, fruit, 
peanut butter, low-sodium soup 

or canned tuna in your desk.
Always on the go? Tuck port-

able, nonperishable foods in your 
bag for meals on the run. Try 
granola bars, peanut butter and 
crackers, fresh fruit, trail mix or 
single-serve packages of whole-
grain cereal or crackers.

• Athletes: Whether you’re a 
competitive athlete or just enjoy 
working out, what you eat affects 
your performance. Eat a light meal 
or snack before exercising, such as 
low-fat yogurt, a banana or cereal 
with low-fat milk. Before, during 
and after exercise, drink plenty 
of water or a sports drink, if you 
prefer.

• Students: For nutritious, 
budget-friendly snacking, com-
bine protein and carbohydrates, 
such as apples and peanut butter, 
low-fat cheese and whole-grain 
crackers or hardboiled eggs and 
fruit. These also double as quick 
grab-and-go breakfasts.

At the cafeteria, salad bars are a 
great choice -- just go easy on the 
high-calorie add-ons.

• Families: Family meals allow 

parents to be role models to ensure 
kids eat right. And, just because 
a meal is made quickly doesn’t 
mean it can’t be nutritious.

Keep things simple. Choose 

ingredients you can use for more 
than one meal. For example, cook 
extra grilled chicken for salad 
or fajitas the next day. Get the 
kids involved. They can make the 

salad, set the table or do 
other simple tasks.

• Vegetarians: A vegetar-
ian diet can include just as 
much variety as one includ-
ing meat. For example, nutri-
ent-rich beans are a great 
choice. Enjoy vegetarian 
chili, a hummus-filled pita 
sandwich or veggie burger. 
Many popular items are or 
can be vegetarian -- pasta 
primavera, veggie pizza and 
tofu-vegetable stir-fry.

• Meat lovers: Keep your 
meaty meals heart-healthy 
by selecting lean cuts and 
choosing chicken, turkey and 
fish more often. Avoid deep 
fried foods. Instead, bake, 
broil, roast, stew or stir-fry 
your meals.

This month, set yourself 
up for success. Consider 
working with a registered 
dietitian to develop a per-
sonalized eating plan. More 
tips can be found at www.
EatRight.org. 

Remember, good nutrition isn’t 
meant to make you suffer. With 
exercise and moderation, you can 
enjoy your favorite foods regu-
larly.

HEALTH

Get the kids involved in preparing meals. 
 Photo courtesy of Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics

How to make healthful eating fit your daily routine
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(Family Features) Chances are 
you’ve been down the weight loss 
road before. And chances are just 
as good that you’ve gained it all 
back. But don’t despair; there are 
ways to avoid the dreaded yo-yo. 
Harley Pasternak, best-selling 
author and the go-to trainer for 
A-list stars, answers some com-
mon questions about how to lose 
weight – and the tools needed to 
keep it off. 

What’s the biggest mistake 
people make when it comes to 
weight loss? 

Too many people set unrealis-
tic expectations from the start. 
Extreme diets don’t work. You 
can’t sustain that kind of dep-
rivation over the long haul, and 
you’re setting yourself up for fail-
ure. 

For sustained weight loss, you 
need a diet and exercise plan that 
you can maintain. It starts with 
setting realistic goals. Check 
with your doctor first, but for 
most people, losing one to two 
pounds a week makes sense.  

How should I get started and 
pick the right plan? 

Instead of starving yourself or 
risking injury by over-exercising, 
focus on being active through-

out the day. Park your car far-
ther away from your destination, 
take the stairs, make social plans 
walking distance from home or 
work; every step adds up. When 
deciding on a diet plan, do your 
research. I believe in Shaklee 180 
because it is consistent with what 
I’ve been teaching my clients for 
years and is incredibly conven-
ient for those of us with busy 
lifestyles. 

How can I eat healthy when 
I’m so busy I don’t have time to 
cook?

Planning ahead is a must if 
you’re going to avoid tempta-
tion. Spend some time on Sun-
day evening preparing simple, 
healthy meals for the week. Keep 
staple ingredients like fruits, veg-
gies, Greek yogurt, beans and 
whole grains like oats and quinoa 
at home at all times.

What tips or tools I should 
use to keep myself on-track and 
motivated?

I’m a big fan of using technol-
ogy to stay fit. I like mobile apps, 
which help track calories and 

exercise. They take the guess-
work out of losing – and make 
it more fun because you can 
get instant support. One of my 
new favorites is the Shaklee180 
app, which includes meal track-
ers, recipes, workouts, nutrition 
info and inspirational tips from 
health and fitness experts. The 
other cool thing is when you 
use the Shaklee app to track 
your progress you get the chance 
to win weekly prizes. You can 
learn more about it at www.shak-
lee180.com.  

I hate to exercise, and gyms are 
too expensive. What can I do?

You don’t need to spend hours 
a day in the gym to improve your 
waistline or your health. As little 
as 5 minutes a day of resistance 
training can help strengthen 
your body. 

The key is consistency and 
making sure you’re physically 
active throughout the course of 
the day. I always advise my cli-
ents to use a pedometer (a small 
device that counts your steps) 
and try to hit 10,000 steps each 
day. 

HEALTH

The tape measure says it all.
 Photo courtesy of Getty Images

Weight loss tips for real life
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Romero said.
“Petrocaribe supplies 18 

countries in the region with 
Venezuelan oil on easy pay-
ment terms, and should be 
maintained and improved 
as a cooperation scheme,” 
Boersner said.

But the academic drew a 
line, saying “Chávez talked 
about integration, but with 
his ideological intransigence, 
he tended to divide nations 
and governments into two 
blocs, supposedly made up of 
good guys on the left and bad 
guys on the right.”

By doing so, “Chávez 

became the heir to the ideas 
of Soviet-type bureaucratic 
collectivism, whose failure 
was demonstrated by the fall 
of the Berlin Wall, but which 
survived in Cuba, precisely 
under his mentor and inspi-
ration, Fidel Castro,” Boer-
sner said.

Romero said Chávez 
managed to “reinvigorate 
Marxist radicalism in Latin 
America, but with populist 
and authoritarian elements 
mixed in. But with that he 
managed to confront (free 
market) liberalism and social 
democracy in the region.”

Former Salvadoran guer-
rilla fighter Joaquín Villa-

lobos wrote in the Span-
ish newspaper El País that 
Chávez was “the first left-
wing leader with revolution-
ary aims to have an enor-
mous amount of cash at 
his disposal. Other populist 
experiments did not enjoy 
such a lengthy boom period, 
and the communist coun-
tries were never rich.”

Chávez was always able 
to back up his integration-
ist or redemptive message 
with funds, whether they 
went to health or literacy 
programmes, refineries in 
Brazil, Nicaragua or Ecua-
dor, fuel for poor neighbour-
hoods in the United States, 
military cooperation, food 
purchases or loans to busi-
nesses far outside of Ven-
ezuela’s borders.

By David McFadden
KINGSTON, Jamaica 

(AP) - A large shark fatally 
attacked a spear fisherman 
on Tuesday as he dove in 
waters miles off the coast of 
southern Jamaica, accord-
ing to authorities and col-
leagues of the dead man.

Police identified the vic-
tim as 68-year-old George 
Facey of the western town 
of Savanna-la-Mar. They 
said he was among a group 
of Jamaican fishermen who 
left the Old Harbour Bay 
Fishing Beach early in the 
day and encountered sharks 
while diving off a remote cay 
located some three miles off 
the south coast.

Compton Campbell, a 
local fisherman who was 
close friends with Facey, said 
he was told by colleagues 
that the veteran spear fish-
erman got separated from 
the group and was attacked 
by a possibly 16-foot-long 
(4.8-meter-long) shark, like-
ly a tiger shark.

“It’s awful and a big 
shock. That shark shredded 
him up. I knew him very 
well and I can tell you that 
he was a very good man, a 
good Christian,” Campbell 
said during a phone inter-
view.

Police said that Facey was 
bitten several times. As the 
big shark circled, his com-

panions managed to retrieve 
his bleeding body from the 
water and returned to shore, 
according to fishermen.

Anthony Daley, a fisher-
man who was on the Tues-
day fishing trip, told The 
Jamaica Gleaner newspa-
per that he saw the shark 
that killed Facey and it was 
the largest he had ever wit-
nessed in a decade of fish-
ing.

“Me fish everywhere in 
Jamaica and even as far 
away as Honduras and this 
is the biggest shark me ever 
see. The shark is definitely a 
killer because George never 
have any fish for it to kill 
him for. It is just a devil 
shark,” the Gleaner quoted 
Daley as saying in the Carib-
bean island’s patois.

Brandon Hay, a scientific 
officer who works in south-
ern Jamaican for a conser-
vation group called the Car-
ibbean Coastal Area Man-
agement Foundation, said 
striped, blunt-nosed tiger 
sharks are sometimes spot-
ted in the waters off Pelican 
Cay where the fisherman 
was killed.

“If anyone is going to 
be bitten by a tiger shark 
chances are it will be a spear 
fisherman,” Hay said.

The foundation’s execu-
tive director, Ingrid Parch-
ment, said she could not 

recall any other fatal shark 
attacks in Jamaican waters.

“Sharks are not a big 
fear here,” she said Tuesday 
evening.

Earlier this year, an 
18-year-old fisherman was 
severely wounded by a 
shark in Black River, anoth-
er coastal community in 
southern Jamaica.

Around the world, sharks 
attacked humans 80 times 
last year, and seven people 
were killed, according to the 
University of Florida’s Inter-
national Shark Attack File. 
The death toll was lower 
than it was in 2011 but 
higher than the average of 
4.4 from 2001 to 2010.

Last month in New 
Zealand, a shark possibly 
14-feet long killed a 46-year-
old television and short 
film director near a popu-
lar beach then disappeared 
after police attempting to 
save the man fired gunshots 
at it. Surf lifesavers said 
they were convinced it was 
a great white shark.

In 2010, police in the 
Bahamas found two legs, 
two arms and a severed 
torso in the stomach of a 
12-foot tiger shark caught 
off the Exuma islands.

___
David McFadden on 

Twitter: http://twitter/com/
dmcfadd

Shark fatally attacks 
Jamaican fisherman

Chavez’s legacy
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By Tangerine Clarke
The Guyanese community 

salutes Dr. Deborah Persaud, 
scientist and clinician who 
was the sole recipient of the 
2013 prestigious Elizabeth 
Glaser Scientist Award pre-
sented to her by the Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation her break-
through research in pediatric 
HIV/AIDS.

Persaud  who was born 
in Guyana, will use the 
$700,000 prize money to bet-
ter understand her work in 
drug-resistant HIV in chil-
dren in the United States and 
around the world, according 
to the Dome Publication.

It was reported that the 
infectious disease associate 
professor and her team at 
John’s Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore, Maryland made 
a stunning discovery that a 
baby that was born with HIV, 
was cured of the disease. Her 
findings show that the Mis-
sissippi child, now 2 ½ years 
old has been off of medication 
for one year and test show 
that the virus is no longer in 
her blood.

Dr. Persaud who was hailed 
as one of the best and bright-
est AIDS researchers in the 
field today, led the research 
that deemed the child “func-
tionally cured,” meaning in 
long-term remission even if 
all traces of the virus have 

not been completely eradi-
cated, said the report. 

Specialists say the recent 
announcement, at a major 
AIDS meeting in Atlanta, 
offers promising clues for 
efforts to eliminate HIV infec-
tion in children, especially in 
AIDS-plagued African coun-
tries where too many babies 
are born with the virus.

“It’s proof of principle that 
we can cure HIV infection if 
we can replicate this case.” 
Said Persaud.

According to reports, the 
40-year-old doctor, overcame 
incredible odds, after her par-
ents divorced when she was 
10 years. At the age of 21, she 
join her mother in Bushwick, 
Brooklyn and after complet-
ing high school and York Col-
lege, she was accepted to NYU 
Medical School and Colum-
bia-Presbyterian where she 
completed her pediatric resi-
dency.

Persaud refers to herself as 
the “American dream.”

Dr. Deborah Persaud. AP Photo/Johns Hopkins Medicine

Venezuelan president

Deborah Persaud wins 
award for AIDS research

night. “I feel like I have lost 
myself, but I am sure that he 
still lives. Chavez will never 
die. His spirit and soul live on 
in each of our hearts.”

Venezuela announced 
Thursday that it would 
embalm Chavez’s body and 
put it on permanent display, 
a decision that touched off 
strong passions on both sides 
of this deeply divided coun-
try, which Chavez ruled for 
14 years before succumbing 
to cancer on Tuesday, at the 
age of 58.

The normally traffic-
choked streets of Caracas 
were empty, with schools and 
many businesses shuttered. 

The government also prohib-
ited alcohol sales. Many Ven-
ezuelans, particularly Chavez 
supporters, said they were 
caught up in the pomp and 
circumstance of the past few 
days, and flattered to be the 
subject of world’s attention.

“This is historic ...I have 
never seen anything like it,” 
said Edila Ojeda, a 57-year-
old janitor. “He was a world 
leader recognized interna-
tionally. I am speechless. It is 
impressive.”

Others said they were 
put off by what they saw as 
excess, particularly the plan 
to put Chavez’s body on per-
manent display.

“He was a president, and I 

would say not a good one. Not 
a hero,” said Gloria Ocampos, 
a retired office manager. “He 
should be buried, just like 
any other president. They are 
treating him like he was the 
father of the country ... It’s 
crazy.”

The government gave 
national and international 
media no direct access to the 
funeral, a measure of the strict 
control with which Chavez 
and his top lieutenants have 
controlled the country for 
years. On Thursday, Foreign 
Minister Elias Jaua appealed 
to local media not to pub-
lish critical political analyses 
“which could be a provoca-
tion for a pained people.”

Continued from Page 8
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646.470.0375

APPLY NOW!
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

SUNY hospitals urgently need more state support
by Phillip H. Smith

The State University of New
York (SUNY) operates three teach-
ing hospitals whose primary mis-
sion is to train the physicians on
whom we will rely in the future.
The hospitals, located in Brooklyn,
Stony Brook and Syracuse also
provide health care to anyone,

regardless of ability to pay. They also provide life-saving
services that private hospitals do not offer, and conduct
valuable medical research.    

But the survival of Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn,
along with SUNY’s two other hospitals, is in doubt. After
years of cutbacks in state support, all the hospitals have been
struggling with their finances. They need additional state aid
to continue to provide vital services.

Restore state subsidy
The only state funding the hospitals receive is through a

state subsidy. But the amount of that subsidy has plummeted
from its onetime level of $128 million. The proposed 2013-14
Executive Budget whittles the subsidy down to $60 million.
The subsidy should be restored and increased. 

The hospitals depend on the subsidy, as they are the only
state facilities that must pay employees’ salaries and fringe
benefits, and debt service on capital projects. Cutting the
subsidy will hamper the hospitals’ ability to provide quality
health care and medical education, and undertake important
medical research. 

Keep Downstate public
Besides the reduction in the state subsidy, Downstate faces

another threat. An Article VII proposal in the proposed Execu-
tive Budget calls for the creation of a pilot program allowing
private business corporations to own and operate a Kings
County hospital affiliated with a medical school. The only
hospital that fits that description is SUNY Downstate’s Uni-
versity Hospital. 

The consequences of privatizing or closing SUNY Down-
state would be catastrophic. Downstate treats up to 400,000
patients annually. No one who needs medical care is turned
away, regardless of whether he or she is uninsured or underin-
sured. If Downstate became private, the doors to these needy
patients would be closed.       

Even before this pilot program surfaced, Downstate faced
the possibility of closure due to its mounting deficit. About
400 workers have already been told their jobs are being elimi-
nated. But Downstate’s dedicated health care professionals
should not be punished for management mistakes. A recent
report from the state comptroller’s office found that misman-
agement and SUNY’s ill-advised acquisitions of Victory
Memorial and Long Island College Hospitals are largely to
blame for Downstate’s financial trauma.           

Save medical education
Downstate’s School of Medicine is responsible for teaching

many of the doctors who work in New York City. More doc-
tors in the city graduate from Downstate than any other med-
ical school. More than 80 percent of Downstate’s graduates
live and practice in New York. University Hospital generates
revenue that supports the medical school. 

Without Downstate, where will the doctors needed to care
for millions of patients come from? Will there be enough
doctors to meet the city’s healthcare needs? 

And what would become of the vital health care services
Downstate offers that many other hospitals lack, such as its
nationally recognized kidney transplant center?        

And let’s not forget about the already tenuous economy of
Central Brooklyn. More than a quarter of its residents already
live in poverty. Add major additional job cuts from Downstate
or privatization, and you plunge the neighborhood into eco-
nomic despair. Many small businesses patronized by Down-
state’s 8,000 employees would be forced to close. Hundreds
of families would lose their homes to foreclosure.

The time has come to stabilize Downstate and keep it as a
full-service public hospital. The threat of more job elimina-
tions hanging over Downstate workers must be removed.

I ask for your support by urging state lawmakers to restore
the state subsidy for all SUNY hospitals to its former
$128 million level, and to add $99 million to the state
budget specifically to help Downstate.

It’s in all our best interests to help SUNY hospitals survive
in order to fulfill their medical and educational missions.
I urge you to visit the United University Professions’ website
at www.uupuinfo.org where you can send letters to the state
lawmakers who represent you in Albany. Ask them to give all
SUNY’s teaching hospitals the funding they need to remain
fully operational and public.

The writer is president of United University Professions, the
union representing 35,000 faculty and professional staff at
SUNY’s 29 state-operated campuses.

SMITH

PAIN MANAGEMENT

INTERVENTIONAL PROCEDURES AND MEDICATION 
MANAGEMENT FOR ACUTE & CHRONIC PAIN

Experienced certified therapists 
specializing in:

Orthopedic Rehabilitation
Geriatric Rehabilitation
Hand and Upper Extremity Therapy
Stroke, Spine, and Neurological 
Rehabilitation
Sports Rehabilitation
Pediatric Rehabilitation
Lymphedema Services
Massage Therapy
Independent and Group Exercise 
Programs

ALL MAJOR MEDICAL 
INSURANCES ARE ACCEPTED

In-office Board Certified 
Anesthesiologist, Sedation Available

In-office Physical Therapy & 
Occupational Therapy

In-office Neurodiagnostic Testing 
EMGs and NCVs
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 Marcus Mosiah Garvey is 
renowned as Jamaica’s first 
national hero. 

However, his spouse and 
second wife, Amy Euphemia 
Jacques Garvey also played a 
pivotal role in his life by help-
ing to further his mission of 
empowering the Black race 
to a “one aim, one destiny” 
purpose. In the process, she 
established herself, a heroine 
and trailblazer in her own 
right. Jacques, a pioneering 
journalist and activist was 
a Pan-African advocate and 
inspiration to women. 

Born Dec. 31, 1895 in 
Jamaica, she migrated to 
New York in 1917.

 Immediately after her 
arrival here she became 
involved with a breakthrough 
publication aimed at inform-
ing the Black community. 
Buoyed by her editorial savvy, 
The Negro World newspaper 
made its debut in Harlem, 
Aug. 1918. She became the 
associate editor and in her 
position introduced a new 
page, called “Our Women and 
What They Think,” which 
carried international news 

about the status of women. 
She integrated poetry, pro-
files of leading Black women 
and Black female historical 
figures with columns by and 
about members of the wom-
en’s auxiliaries. In that pub-
lication she also extolled the 
virtues of her husband, Mar-
cus Mosiah Garvey. Previous-
ly married to Amy Ashwood, 
Garvey divorced his first wife 
and by July 1922 wedded 
Amy Jacques. The following 
year he was convicted and 
imprisoned for mail fraud. 
During a five-year imprison-
ment, Jacques emerged his 
principal advocate. In spite 
of the sexist attitudes that 
prevailed, she acted as his 
personal representative while 
he was in prison. During that 
period, she travelled exten-
sively to speak at local divi-
sions of his established Uni-
versal Negro Improvement 

Association (UNIA).
Some described her as his 

chief propagandist.
“In an effort to improve 

Garvey’s reputation and raise 
funds to pay for his defense,” 
allegedly Jacques used the 
publication as an informa-
tion and communication 
tool. In order to influence 
public officials and members 
of the U.N.I.A., Jacques also 
used the medium to mobilize 
officers to carry out Garvey’s 
directions. In addition, the 
publication was also a major 
vehicle to organize confer-
ences and other affairs.   

After Garvey’s death in 
1940, Jacques became a con-
tributing editor to “The Afri-
ca,” a Black Nationalist jour-
nal. During that period in 
Jamaica she also established 
the African Study Circle of 
the World.

In 1963, she published 

“Garvey and Garveyism.” 
Amy Jacques Garvey died July 
25, 1973.

FROM SOUTH 
AFRICA -- “Mama 
Africa” -- Miriam 
Makeba 

Singing songs of freedom 
Miriam Makeba became larg-

er than her country during 
the apartheid years when 
she decried the white-rule 
dictum that suppressed the 
majority Black population of 
South Africa. 

Ostracized from the rest 
of the world, the southern-
most country on the conti-
nent seemed in isolation by 

a policy that gave preferential 
to the minority Dutch rule 
that imposed severe penalties 
on the indigenous population 
restricting them from travel 
and residence without a pass 
book and other identity claus-
es not assigned to whites. But 
Makeba received plenty of 
positive notices and attention 
when she performed African 
music throughout the world. 

Zenzile Miriam Makeba 
was born March 4, 1932 in 
Johannesburg.

Reportedly, her mother 
was a traditional healer/herb-
alist. 

Allegedly when Makeba 
was 18 days old, her moth-
er was arrested for selling 
an African homemade beer 
brewed from malt and corn-
meal. She was sentenced to a 
six-month prison term.

It was there that Makeba 
spent her first six months of 
life. Her father died when she 
was six years old. 

He was a member of the 
renowned Xhosa tribe free-
dom-fighter Nelson Mandela 
was born into. 

Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Zenzile Miriam Makeba. AP Photo/Keystone, Georgios Kefalas

Trailblazing Caribbean & African Women
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State University of New York

Brooklyn Educational 
Opportunity Center

Administered by the New York 
City College of Technology 
(CUNY)

Contact BEOC at 

718-802-3330 
or 

admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street

Brooklyn, New York 11201
(entrance on Boerum Place)

ADMINISTERED BY NYCCT

http://tinyurl.com/beocadmit

Passed Part of the GED? 
BEOC Can Help.

To Qualify for 
Consideration:

 Must have taken offi cial 
   GED exam within last 2 years

 Average score of 2250 or 
   higher

 No subject score less than 410
    Must meet BEOC eligibility requirements

GED X-Press 

Makes The Difference!
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NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568
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By Kingsley Dougan
Recording artiste and 

songwriter Bugle easily 
stands out in the very crowd-
ed dancehall fraternity. With 
timeless lyrics and songs that 
play on the emotions of lis-
teners, Bugle’s catalogue is 
not one that can be easily 
dismissed.

One of the frontrunners of 
the DASECA Production label, 
Bugle’s soulful voice has been 
on the airwaves since 2007. 
Born Roy Thompson, he was 
introduced to music from an 
early age by his now deceased 
brother. However, it was in 
2000 that would begin his 
professional journey when he 
met international dancehall 
artiste Elephant Man where 
he would later pen several 
hits for the self styled “Ener-
gy God.”

Said Bugle, “I got my musi-
cal exposure touring with 
Elephant Man. At first I start-
ed traveling to the Caribbean 

and then the United States 
where I made an appearance 
on BET’s 106 and Park show, 
as well as the BET Awards 
among other places.”

Being the man behind 
the music, 
however, 
was not 
e n o u g h 
for the 
ambitious 
singer who 
in 2007 was introduced to 

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By Chudi Chukwudi
World Music and award-

winning recording artist, 
Aurelio Martinez, will head-
line the Garifuna Survival 
Day Concert at the legen-
dary New York City night-
club, SOB’s on Friday April 
12,-- Aurelio Martinez to 
headline Garifuna concert 
at SOB’s, commemorating 
the arrival of the Garifu-
na people to Honduras on 
April 12, 1797. 

Descendants of the Black 
Caribs and Arawak Indians 
from the island of St. Vin-
cent, the Garifuna were 

exiled from the island due 
to their resistance to Brit-
ish colonization arriving to 
the shores of Central Amer-
ica settling in Guatemala, 
Belize and Nicaragua. 

A well-known entertain-
ment commodity, Aurelio 
is revered as the “Prince 
of Paranda” and the most 
popular Garifuna musician 
of Punta Rock whose career 
includes working along-
side the late Andy Palacio 
and featured on critically 
acclaimed album, Paranda: 
Africa in Central America”.  

By William Farrington
“I am what you hear,” Nigerian 

singer Nneka Egbuna says, “I wouldn’t 
be able to separate my music from 
me.”

Nneka, Blitz the Ambassador, 
Lokua Kanza and Freshly Ground 
perform Saturday, March 16, at the 
Apollo Theater in Harlem, providing 
a glimpse at the breadth of contem-
porary music coming across from 

Africa. The show curated by the World 
Music Institute climaxes the two-day 
“Africa Now” festival. 

“Identity is at the heart of the 
music of these artists” Musicologist 
Marcy Depina explains “The experi-
ence of creating music outside of your 
ancestral home, mixes both a long-
ing for traditional sounds and desire 
to incorporate modern rhythms and 
musical styles.”

Their journeys bring us truly origi-
nal music. As a genre crossing vocal-
ist, Nneka had to forge her own path. 
Like Fela, a move outside of Nigeria’s 
borders propelled her career. What 
you hear when she sings, whether 
backed by spare rock, soul, or reggae 
arrangements is passion. She pours 
her heart into anthemic tunes in a 
voice at once vulnerable and strong  

An Apollo Tradition

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Bugle.

Nneka and the freshly ground bass guitarist make some moves at the rehearsal. Photo by William Farrington

Bugle stands out in 
dancehall music

Garifuna Survival 
Day Concert

WORLD MUSIC WORLD MUSIC 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL
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His 2004 album, “Garifuna Soul” 
won international acclaim and 
was in the Afropop Worldwide 
“Top 10 Albums” and awarded 
Aurelio Martinez as “Afropop 
Worldwide New Comer of the 
Year”.  In 2011 he released “Laru 
Beya” which included collabora-
tions with Youssou N’Doir (Roll-
ing Stone Magazine described 
in 2004 as “perhaps the famous 
singer alive”) and has been tour-
ing Europe, Latin America, Africa 
and the United States. 

“I am humbled to have the 
opportunity to represent the his-
tory of Garifuna music on a very 
special occasion to the people”, 
said Mr. Martinez in New York. 
“SOB’s is an international brand 
that has elevated other genres to 
new heights.” 

An event hosted by Elite Carib 
International, a South Bronx-
based Garifuna public relations 
firm in associations with SOB’s.  
Aurelio Martinez is the latest glo-
bal personality whom the group 
has booked to perform at the leg-
endary nightclub. 

“This is not only an event. It 

is is a celebration of the City of 
New York’s diversity,”, said Pablo 
Blanco, founder of ECI.  Aurelio 
Martinez will be backed by local 
New York Punta Rock band pow-
erhouse, Legacy Gifted and an 
opening act of Honduran Reggae 
Star, Kamaleon. 

Pre-Sale tickets are available 
at www.sobs.com or by calling 
(SOBS # - PABLO #). 

singer/producer Serani from DASE-
CA. “Serani told me that he wanted 
to do some work with me, but he 
didn’t want to give me the idea. So 
I went out and thought about it and 
came back with the idea for ‘Exer-
cise’ and the rest is history.” 

The socially conscious “Exer-
cise” (What I’m Gonna Do) became 
a massive hit and topped the charts 
in Jamaica, New York, South 
Florida and many other Carib-
bean countries. The song not only 
showed off Bugle’s writing abilities 
but his melodious and deep voice. 
From there the hits flowed.

Songs including “Doh” featur-
ing Serani, “Love Reigns” featur-
ing reggae singer Tarrus Riley, 
“What Have I Done to You,” “Jour-
ney,” “Supremacy,” “Scotch Bon-
net,” “Pearly Gates” and “Summer 
Break” featuring Chevaughn and 
Razz and Biggy kept Bugle’s name 
on the musical radar for an extend-
ed period.

Apart from the Daseca produc-
tion team, Bugle has worked with 
several producers including TJ 
Records, Chimney, CR203, Notice, 
and Frass Records among others.

Performance wise, Bugle has 
toured Japan, the United States, 
Europe and the Caribbean. He has 
performed at some of the biggest 

reggae music festivals including 
Jamaica’s Reggae Sumfest and 
Sting. 

Some of his most recent record-
ings include “There For You” for DJ 
Frass, “Streets” for Notice Produc-
tions, “Loving Memory” for Troyton 
Music, and “It Mek Yuh Get Richer” 
on DASECA’s ‘Exodus’ rhythm.

“I have lots of music working on 
right now, the greatest challenge 
for me is that because of the fact 
that I’m doing real deep music, 
sometimes I don’t get justice but 
hard work over comes all difficul-
ties so I’ll continue to do good 
music and work hard.”

Bugle is currently being man-
aged by Daseca and Major Links 
Entertainment out of the United 
States.

In the summer of 2012, Bugle 
released a mix tape entitled Psalms. 
The project featured 43 tracks and 
is a journey through the artiste’s 
decorated career.

Commenting on the mix tape, 
Bugle said “I think ‘Psalms’ is one 
of the most informative chapters of 
the Bible so based on the content 
of this mix tape, I chose the word 
Psalms as the title.”

Sean ‘Razz’ Cousley produced 
the mix tape from the turntable/
selecting duo of Razz and Biggy.

Among those who appear on 

“Psalms” are Dillinger, Etana, 
Vybrant, Jahmiel, Proppa Fade, 
Ding Dong, Blak Diamond and 
Oriel.

In the wake of the mix tape, 
Bugle has been quite busy work-
ing with some of the top produc-
ers including TJ Records, Dase-

ca Productions, CR203 Produc-
tions, Notice Production, Romeich 
Records, UIM Records and Frass 
Records.

Among his recent singles are 
“Jah Be with You,” “Life Span,” 
“Only Human Live My Dream,” and 
“Rave til a Morning.”

Continued from page 33 

Continued from page 33 

addressing issues meeker artists 
avoid. Audiences globally have 
responded.

Blitz the Ambassador, a Ghana-
ian-born rapper, will be backed by 
a large band and projected image-
ry. In his video,  “Best I Can” 
cold cut images create a narra-
tive juxtaposing past and present, 
traditional and modern, western 
and African. About his music Ms. 
Depina says “Blitz was blending 
the two distinct cultures of Ghana 
and America using the medium of 
Hip-Hop.  He was taking elements 
of High Life and other Ghanian 
styles, using a big band with lots 
of horns, effortlessly blending the 
styles of his home land, with the 
rawness and poetry of American 
Hip-Hop and weaving in Ghana-
ian percussion and beats.” Now 
with a new album ”Afropolitan 
Dreams” (summer 2013 release) 
coming, Blitz recently tweeted 
“cant wait to bring all these new 
songs and visual elements to my 
Apollo show”. 

Lokua Kanza a singer/song-
writer from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo who thrived 

in the ex-pat Paris music scene 
playing with Youssou N’Dour and 
Manu Dibango and others. His 
music is understated, and his 
voice captivating, he will appear 
with a small band.

While West African artists are 
drawn to the Paris music scene, 
Capetown calls artists from 
southern Africa.  Freshly Ground 
embodies the bubbling creativity 
of their cosmopolitan hometown, 
and true to its name, keeps evolv-
ing. Their new CD “Take Me to 
the Dance” is a beguiling listen, a 
richly layered and focused effort, 
complex rhythmically and featur-
ing Zolani Mahola’s sultry vocals.

“The making of Take me to 
The Dance and the process we 
went through to get to the actual 
point of recording it definitely 
marks a new direction for us. We 
were feeling like we needed to 
inject our music with something 
completely new” says violinist 
Kyla Smith. More of a shift in 
direction, added drummer Peter 
Cohen,  those who haven’t seen 
a live show in a few years will 
notice. “We’re definitely getting 
better. “ 

Continued from page 33 
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Unorthodox Jukebox
Bruno Mars

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

Sinatra At The Sands
Frank Sinatra With Count Basie...

Babel
Mumford & Sons

The Lumineers
The Lumineers

Heartthrob
Tegan And Sara

The 2nd Law
Muse

Amok
Atoms For Peace

Joel Whitburn Presents: ...
Various Artists 

Zion
Hillsong United 

Thrift Shop
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis...

I Knew You Were Trouble
Taylor Swift

Don’t You Worry Child
Swedish House Mafia Feat. John Martin

Locked Out Of Heaven
Bruno Mars

Daylight
Maroon 5

Scream & Shout
will.i.am Feat. Britney Spears

Suit & Tie
Justin Timberlake Feat. Jay-Z

Ho Hey
The Lumineers

When I Was Your Man
Bruno Mars 

Sweet Nothing
Calvin Harris Feat. Florence Welch 

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Bugle. 

Keeping the Garifuna tradition 
alive. 

World music festivalGarifuna

Bugle’s dancehall
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Blancanieves (PG-13 for 
violence and sexuality) Silent 
version of a classic fairy tale, 
set in the 1920’s, reimag-
ines Snow White (Angelina 
Molina) as a bullfighter being 
rescued from a wicked step-
mother (Maribel Verdu) by 
a half-dozen, tiny toreadors. 
Ole, Sneezy! With Pere Ponce, 
Daniel Gimenez Cacho and 
Macarena Garcia. (In Spanish 
with subtitles)

Clip (Unrated) Rebel with-
out a cause saga, set in the 
suburbs of Belgrade, revolving 
around a wayward teen (Isi-
dora Simijonovic) who copes 
with her horrible home life 
by drinking, doing drugs and 
have sex with a disrespect-
ful classmate (Vukasin Jasnic). 
With Sanja Mikitisin, Jovo 
Maksic and Monja Savic. (In 
Serbian with subtitles)  

Crazy & Thief (Unrated) 
Surreal fantasy, set in Brook-
lyn, about a seven-year-old girl 
(Willa Vy McAbee) who takes 
her two-year-old brother (John 
Huck McAbee) on a search 
for a time machine located 
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
Support cast includes Gregory 
Cook and Graham Stanford.

From Up on Poppy Hill 
(PG for mature themes and 
incidental smoking) Animated 
family adventure, set in 1964, 

about a group of school kids’ 
attempt to save their club-
house from a wrecking ball 
to make way for the Tokyo 
Olympics. With voice work 
by Gillian Anderson, Masami 
Nagasawa and Keiko Takes-
hita. (In Japanese with sub-
titles)

Ginger & Rosa (PG-13 for 
profanity and disturbing mate-
rial involving teen sexuality, 
drinking and smoking. Elle 
Fanning and Alice Englert 
co-star in this coming-of-age 
drama, set in London in 1962, 
revolving around the test of 
two teens’ lifelong friendship 
at the dawn of the Sexual Rev-
olution. Cast includes Annette 
Bening, Oliver Platt and Chris-
tina Hendricks.  

I Killed My Mother (Unrat-
ed) Canadian wunderkind 
Xavier Dolan wrote, directed 
and stars in this semi-autobio-
graphical, dysfunctional fam-
ily drama about a gay teen-
ager’s strained relationship 
with his single-mom (Anne 
Dorval). With Francois Rim-
baud, Suzanne Clement and 

Patricia Tulasne.
K-11 (Unrated) Jailhouse 

drama about a powerful 
record producer (Goran Visn-
jic) who awakens behind bars 
after a drug-induced blackout 
to find himself sharing a cell 
with a transsexual diva (Kate 
del Castillo), a transgendered 
teen (Portia Doubleday) and a 
predatory child molester (Tiny 
Lister). Support cast includes 
Jason Mewes, P.J. Byrne and 
D.B. Sweeney.   

My Amityville Horror 
(Unrated) “I Survived” doc-
umentary featuring Daniel 
Lutz’s account of the host of 
horrors which terrified his 
family in 1975 before inspir-
ing a best-selling book and a 
hit film franchise.  

Philip Roth: Unmasked 
(Unrated) Reverential retro-
spective about the life and 
career of the legendary author 
of “Portnoy’s Complaint,” 
including interviews with the 
Pulitzer Prize-winner, as well 
as reminiscences by Mia Far-
row, Jonathan Franzen and 
Martin Garbus.

By Kam Williams
Grief-stricken Lazlo Kerick 

(Colin Farrell) never recovered 
from the gruesome murder of 
his wife (Beata Dalton). It came 
on orders from a vicious mob 
boss intent on preventing her 
from testifying in court. Amoral 
Alphonse Hoyt (Terrence Howard) 
also had the couple’s only child 
(Accalia Quintana) slain in her 
sleep, which left the disconsolate 
widower with nothing to live for 
except sweet revenge.

So, Lazlo changed his 
name to Victor, assumed a 
new identity, and infiltrated 
the ranks of the ruthless 
gangster’s crime syndicate. 
But rather than pouncing at 
the first opportunity, he opts 
to toy with his prey by play-
ing a mind-bending game of 
cat and mouse. He starts by 
killing one of Hoyt’s favorite 
henchmen (Aaron Vexler), 
stuffing the corpse in the 
gangster’s freezer with a 
cryptic message (“719, now 
you realize”) clutched in its 
hand.

The plot thickens when 
Victor’s felonious activities 
are observed by a neigh-
bor (Noomi Rapace) whose 
high-rise, Manhattan apart-
ment sits directly across the 
courtyard from his. Instead of 
calling the cops, embittered Bea-
trice blackmails him into helping 
her even the score with the drunk 
driver responsible for her badly-

disfigured face.
The two terminally-haunted 

anti-heroes proceed to forge an 
unholy alliance in the name of 
the God of retribution prior to 

dispensing a particularly grisly 
brand of vengeance all around a 
New York City that looks more 
like Philadelphia. I’ve lived in 
both cities, so it was a little weird 

to see Philly being passed off 
as The Big Apple.

Because he’s from Sweden, 
director Niels Arden Oplev 
must have naively figured 
that nobody would notice the 
urban switcheroo. But misat-
tributed locales aside, “Dead 
Man Down” is a decent pay-
back flick featuring all of the 
staples of the gruesome, high 
body-count genre.

Opley certainly knew what 
he was doing in tapping 
Noomi Rapace to play Bea-
trice, since he had already 
cast her as a similarly-tor-
tured soul in “The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo.” Though 
the wheels gradually come off 
the increasingly-preposterous 
production, all is forgiven on 
account of the convoluted 

adventure’s compelling storyline, 
arresting special f/x, and satisfy-
ing, if farfetched resolution.

The Girl with the Vigilante 
Agenda!

“Dead Man Down”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for sexuality, 
violence and pervasive 
profanity
In English, French, 
Albanian and 
Spanish with subtitles
Running time: 
110 minutes
Distributor: Film District

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Colin Farrell and Noomi Rapace star in “Dead Man Down.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

Neighbors enter pact to seek retribution

WEDDING BANQUETS
and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)
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SATURDAY, MARCH 16
PANEL DISCUSSION:  A presentation and 
panel discussioon on aligning transportation 
planning with land use and development in 
Brooklyn’s “Gateway” District at 10:30 a.m. 
YWCA of Brooklyn, 30 3rd Ave. (c/o Atlantic 
Ave.) To RSVP, contact rlynch@tstc.org

PERFORMING ARTS: Brooklyn College 
(BCBC) continues its 2012-2013 Season with 
The Freddy Cole Quartet at 8:00 p.m. 2010 
Grammy nominee Freddy Cole presents a glori-
ous tribute to the songbooks of Jerome Kern, 
Cole Porter, and his older brother Nat “King” 
Cole. Tickets are $36 and can be purchased at 
(718)951-4500 (Tues. - Sat., 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m.), or online at www.BrooklynCenterOnline.
org.

GOTHAM: Writers in the City: Nathan Englan-
der. Novelist and short-story writer Englander 
discusses his latest book, “What We Talk 
about When We Talk about Anne Frank,” with 
WNYC’s Leonard Lopate. 4:00 p.m. Brooklyn 
Library Central Library’s Dweck Center, at 10 
Grand Army Plaza in Prospect Heights.

MONDAY, MARCH 11-SUNDAY,MARCH 17
TAX PREP: Liberty Tax Service located in 
White Plains, N.Y. is giving away tax prepara-
tion services to those who so selflessly serve, 
protect, educate, and assist local communities 
and the Liberty offices that operate within 
them. Liberty Tax will offer free tax prepara-
tions to all the nurses, doctors, therapists, and 
all hospital staff, just stop by during “Hospital 
Appreciation Week.”  Liberty Tax Services, 150 
East Post Rd., White Plains, N.Y. 10601

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
SERIES: Join The YWCA of the City of New 
York to celebrate Women’s History Month with 
the Women Leaders of Social Change Speaker 
Series. Local Leaders: What’s Next for Women 
in New York City (8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.) 
Speakers will include: Andrea Davis Shapiro, 
Executive Director of the Mayor’s Commis-
sion on Women’s Issues; Michelle Kaminsky, 
Esq. Author of “Reflections of a Domestic 
Violence Prosecutor: Suggestions for Reform.” 
Rosemonde Pierre-Louis, Deputy Borough 
President, Manhattan Moderator: Catherine 
Keating, Head of Investment Management 
Americas, JPMorgan Chase. Hosted by JPMor-
gan Chase, 270 Park Ave., New York, N.Y.

DISEASE MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP: 
CMO, Montefiore Care Management, offers 
free, interactive health education workshops 
for people with chronic health issues such as 
diabetes and respiratory conditions including 
asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD). DIABETES workshops will be 
held from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. MMG Bronx East, 
2300 Westchester Ave., Bronx

THURSDAY, MARCH 21
DISEASE MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP: 
CMO, Montefiore Care Management, offers free, 

interactive health education workshops for peo-
ple with chronic health issues such as diabetes 
and respiratory conditions including asthma 
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD). ASTHMA/ (COPD) workshops will be 
held from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. MMG Bronx East, 
2300 Westchester Ave., Bronx

FRIDAY, MARCH 22
PANEL: Join us  for 2013 International Wom-
en’s Day Panel at 6pm. The Gender Agenda: 
Gaining Momentum-Women in Law and Poli-
tics. Panelists: Hon. Annette Robinson, Hon. 
Alice Fisher Rubin (Retired Judge), Hon. Slyvia 
Hinds-Radix (Justice, New York State Appellate 
Division) and Ms. Olanike Alabi. Sponsor: Alpha 
Kappa, Alpha Sorority, Atlantic Commons 770 
Fulton St. near Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn.

CAREER: “Create your own job” Pastor Den-
nis Dillon provides you with practical steps to 
Breakthru to Freedom in 2013. This is for those 
seeking self-employment or entrepreneurial 
opportunites. Learn about display tables for 
Not-for-profit Business Resource Centers and 
about exhibit opportunities available for busi-
nesses with sales or marketing opportunites. 
RSVP today to reserve your seminar materials. 
Call Min. Shermaine Sacasa at 718-638-6397, 
x19 to secure your space as an exhibitor or 
attendee now!

DISEASE MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP: 
CMO, Montefiore Care Management, offers free, 

interactive health education workshops for peo-
ple with chronic health issues such as diabetes 
and respiratory conditions including asthma 
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD). DIABETES workshops will be held 
from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Yonkers Public Library, 
1500 Central Park Ave., Yonkers

SUNDAY, MARCH 24
CELEBRATION: The Bushwick Parish United 
Methodist Church Hospitality Team, Beverley 
Kirby, Chair invite you to join us for a celebra-
tion 100th birthday of Madeline Willams. There 
will be 11:00 a.m. worship and a 12:30 p.m. 
luncheon at the church 1139 Bushwick Ave. 
(Corner of Madison) Special invited guest and 
special music and singing.

PERFORMANCE: Join us on an unforgettable 
trip back in time through the eyes of Simon, 
a young boy who was forced to leave his home 
in Spain in 1492 from 1:00 - 1:45 p.m. During 
this journey you’ll hear the music and poetry 
of the Sephardic Jewish culture and learn 
some Ladino (the language of Judeo-Spanish 
culture). Sponsored by Tiger Baron. Ticket 
price includes Museum admission for the day. 
Members $5, Non Members $14, children under 
1 are free. All Ages.  145 Brooklyn Ave. (at St. 
Marks Avenue), Brooklyn.

EASTER EGG HUNT!  9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
(Entry times: 9:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m.) Join us on our big Museum egg 

hunt! Will they hold prizes, treats or golden 
tickets?  Exhibit areas will be divided by age 
groups with timed entry tickets, so even the 
littlest hunters are sure to find treasures!  Don’t 
forget to bring a basket to collect your treas-
ures.  After the hunt, join us in a private craft 
area for family fun!  Limited tickets on sale 
now in person at our admissions desk or on our 
website – brooklynkids.org. Reserve your egg 
hunt session today. For this special event, the 
museum will be closed to non Eggs-Travaganza 
ticket holders until 12:00 p.m.  All Ages Ticket 
price includes Museum admission for the day. 
Members $5, Non Members $14, children under 
1 are free. All Ages. 145 Brooklyn Ave. (at St. 
Marks Avenue), Brooklyn.

MONDAY, MARCH 18-SUNDAY, MARCH 24
TAX PREP: Liberty Tax Service located in 
White Plains, N.Y. is giving away tax prepara-
tion services to those who so selflessly serve, 
protect, educate, and assist local communities 
and the Liberty offices that operate within 
them. Liberty Tax will offer free tax prepara-
tions to all the “Healthy Living Appreciation 
Week” will offer gym staff members, personal 
trainers, dieticians, and recreational centers 
staff the opportunity to have their tax return 
prepared for free.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23 & SUNDAY, MARCH 24
THEATRE: New York Theatre Ballet presents 
“Sleeping Beauty” on Saturday, March 23 at 
1:00 p.m. and Sunday, March 24 at 11:00 a.m., 
1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m at Florence Gould Hall, 
55 East 59th St., NYC. Tickets are $36 for 
children and $41 for adults and are available 
for purchase at www.ticketmaster.com or by 
calling 800-982-2787.  “Sleeping Beauty” is one 
hour with no intermission and is appropriate 
for ages three and up.

MONDAY, MARCH 25
READING: St. Francis College is proud to 
present, The Rainbow Bridge of Light: Voices 
From the Universe, a reading of peotry and 
prose by members of Professor Mitch Leven-
berg’s Senior Citizen writing class from 12:30 
- 2:00 p.m. St. Francis College-Founders Hall, 
180 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights, N.Y. 11201.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
WRITERS CONFERENCE: Join us at the 
National Black Writers Conference Biennial 
Symposium. A Tribute to the Life and Works 
of Toni Cade Bambara from 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 
p.m. General Donations: $10, Student/Faculty/ 
Senior Donations: $5 (Valid ID required onsite), 
and Closing Reception Suggested Donations: 
$30. On-line Registration ends: Thursday, 
March 28, 2013. Founders Auditorium Medgar 
Evers College, CUNY, 1650 Bedford Ave., Brook-
lyn, N.Y. 11225

 Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

COMPUTER TRAINING: Mount Carmel 
Worship and Outreach Center is holding 
adult and children computer training pro-
grams, 10:30 a.m 12:30 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. 
- 3:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (917) 609-0909 
for registration details. 

IMMIGRATION SERVICES: Free immi-
gration services. Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m. 67 Hanson Place, Office of Coucil 
Member James. Call (718) 260-9191.

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE: BronxWorks will 
be provide free tax prep to the South Bronx 
residents. Morris ISC:  Monday to Thursday, 
10:00 a.m to 7:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. 
2070 Grand Concourse, Saturdays 9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 
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MAR. 20 – APR. 1

SM

All Access Pre-show – 

Ringling.com

Ticketmaster.com

Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Tue. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

MAR. 20 MAR. 21

7:00 PM*

MAR. 22

7:00 PM* 7:00 PM* 7:00 PM* 7:00 PM*

MAR. 29              

7:00 PM*

APR. 1              

Experience the Ultimate Spring Break Destination! 

For the First Time Ever at

KIDS’ TICKETS $12!
Restrictions and additional fees may apply. No double discounts.
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-
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By Deardra Shuler
St. Patrick’s Day will be 

celebrated this year at Leh-
man Center for the Per-
forming Arts, located at 
250 Bedford Park Blvd., 
West in the Bronx, on Sat-
urday, March 16 at 8:00 
p.m., when it invites The 
Celtic Tenors to perform 
their eclectic music. The 
Celtic Tenors comprises 
Matthew Gilsenan, Daryl 
Simpson and James Nelson, 
and includes their musical 
director and pianist, Colm 
Rogan.

I was able to talk with 
tenor Matthew Gilsenan 
of The Celtic Tenors, who 
mentioned that The Celtic 
Tenors hold the distinction 
of being one of the first 
Irish acts to mix classical 
with traditional music and 
Irish drinking songs.

“We basically pick songs 
we like whether it’s a song 
like ‘Whiskey in a Jar’ or 
‘Danny Boy,’” explained 
Gilsenan. “We are always 
expanding our music from 
Italian songs right through 
to Roy Orbison and Bob 
Dillion songs. Our show is a 
relaxed fun show. It’s not a 
very high brow tenor show 
in that sense. We are just 
three normal guys.”    

Presently on tour, The 
Celtic Tenors have per-
formed in central and west-
ern Canada, traveling on 
to Kansas and Minnesota. 
“We are doing an all-stops 
tour of America right now. 
We love being in Ameri-
ca. There is a similarity 
between America and Ire-
land, although the size and 
diversity within America is 
different than in Ireland,” 
remarked Matthew who is 
from North Meath. “I come 
from farming stock which 
is 40 miles north of Dublin. 
For my part, I bring tradi-
tional music. Daryl Simp-
son is from Northern Ire-
land and loves opera, jazz 
and pop. James Nelson is 
into choral music. All of us 
are classically trained and 
harmony driven. What we 
really like doing when we 
travel around the world, is 
spreading good news about 
Ireland. Our group is com-
prised of mixed faiths. I 
am Catholic. The other ten-
ors are Presbyterian and 
Protestant.  30 years ago 
we could not have stood 
on the stage together due 
to all the fighting between 
Catholics and Protestants. 
Our country is now more 
peaceful. We love to spread 

the news Ireland is not so 
much at war these days. 
Britain was the ruling 
class in Ireland at one time 
but things are beginning 
to change. Did you know 
the tune ‘Danny Boy’ was 
written by a British person 
who never once set foot 
in Ireland although it’s a 
quintessential Irish song,” 
remarked Matthew of the 
traditional Irish song.

The Celtic Tenors’ lat-
est CD is called “Feels Like 
Home” which can be found 
on Amazon and Itunes. 
Interested parties can even 
get the CD at the Lehman 
Center show. “The theme 
of the album is home” said 
the talented tenor. “There 
is an event in Ireland this 
year called “The Gather-
ing.” It’s a year long party 
to remember home. Ireland 
invites folks to come to Ire-
land and get involved in the 
party this year,” said Mat-
thew who explained that 
The Celtic Tenors spend 
six to eight months on the 
road. “We have been in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Hol-
land, Germany, England 
and China. So we are away 
from home a lot. Thus, 
“home” is always very close 
to our hearts.” 

The Celtic Tenors from left, Daryl Simpson, Matthew Gilsenan and James Nelson.
 Photo by Barry McCall

A taste of Ireland 
in the Bronx

The Law Offices Of
Georgia E. McCarthy

CALL:

By Appointment Only

902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
 CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation In Supreme Court
And Family Court

 VISITATION AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights In Family Court
 REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections
 CRIMINAL MATTERS
 LANDLORD & TENANT

 ALL CIVIL MATTERS

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY

NewNew
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Beverly East launched her 

third book here during a month-
end reception signaling the end 
of Black History Month and 
the advent of Women’s History 
Month. 

Titled “Bat Mitzvah Girl – Mem-
ories of a Jamaican Child,” her lat-
est publication follows her through 
an experience she shared during a 
period when she was placed in the 
care of a family whose culture was 
different from her own.

According to the author the 
book is about “my childhood grow-
ing up in London in the 50s.”

She explained that the title 
describes her and the contents are 
derived from the experience she 
shared living overseas.

“While maintaining my Jamai-
can culture through strict up-
bringing of my parents I was also 
taken care of and loved by four 
childless Jewish sisters,” East 
explained. 

Previously, East penned “Find-

ing Mr. Write” and “Reaper of 
Soul” a book which focused on the 
tragic 1957 train crash in Kendal, 
Jamaica.  In addition to a writer, 
East is acclaimed as a grapholo-
gist --handwriting expert -- who 
has testified as an expert in the 
field of forensic document exami-
nation.

Her opinion has been sought 
for commentary on landmark 
cases such as the Jon Benet Ram-
say mystery case. 

She is president of Strokes 
& Slants, a company she estab-
lished to assist with “verifying 
the authenticity of signatures and 
comments for fraud and malprac-
tice in relation to checks, wills, 
contracts and medical records.” 

With offices in Washington 
D.C., England and Jamaica, S&S 
and East have been retained in 
Trinidad & Tobago, Jamaica, and 
the USA to work on landmark 
court cases.

She has penned several articles 
related to personalities and their 

high-profile status. Focusing on 
strokes and slants East offered 
insight on the handwriting tech-
niques of former President Bill 
Clinton’s intern, Monica Lewin-
sky’s; Lee Boyd Malvo AKA the 
D.C. sniper and commented on 
the authenticity of the former 
Mayor of DC Anthony Williams’ 
petition.

She also provided valuable 
information relevant to the case 
surrounding Jamaican drug king-
pin Christopher “Dudus” Coke.

By Vinette K. Pryce
Grammy-winning dancehall 

recorder and convicted Flor-
ida inmate Buju Banton may 
have to yield to 
his attorney’s busy 
political campaign 
schedule when he 
makes an appeal for 
a retrial of a case 
he was convicted of 
two drug charges 
and placed him in 
a Tampa, Florida 
prison for 10 years.

The reason is 
that the lawyer 
hired by the deejay 
-- Chokwe Lumum-
ba, a high-profile, 
human rights 
activist – is now seeking the 
top political spot in Jackson, 
Mississippi.

Lumumba recent ly 
announced his candidacy for 
mayor and could prove a formi-
dable challenger in the 80 per-
cent African American south-
ern city when he runs in the 
Democratic primary in May. 

“There is an opportunity 

now to bring a new vision to 
Jackson that will bring eco-
nomic development and needed 
jobs to greater Jackson and not 

just downtown,” 
Lumumba said. 
“Public funds 
must be used for 
the benefit of the 
majority of the 
residents of Jack-
son not for the 
private benefit of 
a few. That’s why 
I’m running for 
mayor.”

The human 
rights advocate 
who is demanding 
a retrial because 
a juror’s alleged 

misconduct may have result-
ed in Banton’s conviction has 
often highlighted the alleged 
disproportionate number of 
Black business owners in his 
resident state.

Currently a city councilmem-
ber there, he is now seeking to 
advance his political ambition 
as well as add to his reputation 
as a criminal defense lawyer.

Beverley East reading from 
her book during recent book 
launch in NYC. Photo by Ruderfi nn

Bat Mitzvah Girl
Memories of a Jamaican Child

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI
P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

Buju’s lawyer seeks mayoral 
spot in Mississippi

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Chokwe Lumumba.
 AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis
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RUSS KOFMAN, ESQ.
118-35 Queens Blvd. 14th Fl.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

Debt Problems?

Call toll free today for 
a free consultation

Available for consultations in
Brooklyn and Manhattan.

855 NY NOT GUILTY
855 696-6848

Sued on a debt?
We can help defend you to protect creditors 
from obtaining a judgment against you!
We can remove judgments against you and 
stop garnishment and or bank levies!

Defaulted on Credit Cards or Loans?
We can settle your debt and save you money!
We can help stop the calls and harassment!
We can sue the collectors for harassment under 
the Federal Debt Collection Practices Act!

Overwhelmed by your Private Student 
Loan Debt?
We can defend you from a private student loan 
lawsuit! We can prevent garnishment levies 
and liens! We can settle your student loan debt 
and save you money! We can put you on an 
affordable repayment plan!

Need to file for Bankruptcy?
We can tell you whether Consumer Bankruptcy 
is right for you and will have your debt dis-
charged if it is! We can work out an alternative 
plan if Bankruptcy is not the right choice for you!

Other Debt Issues we handle include:

Arrested?
We will aggressively defend your rights 
throughout the criminal process. We handle 
arraignments, desk appearance tickets, 
hearings, trials and appeals. 

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service
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ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

THEME: MARCH MADNESS

ACROSS
1. Old Toyota model
6. Priestly garb
9. “Yes, ____!”
13. Shrek and Fiona, e.g.
14. Neither
15. “Dancing with the 
Stars” number
16. Country alliances
17. ___-Wan Kenobi
18. Potter enemy
19. *Sweet number
21. *Some fill out more 
than one
23. Mork’s planet
24. Kind of moss
25. Company that loves 
logistics
28. *The shot clock measures how 
much you have
30. Loose Hawaiian unbelted dress
35. Stanislavski’s rifle, e.g.
37. Persian backgammon
39. Open disrespect
40. Musician’s time to shine
41. Assumption taken for granted
43. Lincoln ____
44. Kindle download
46. Senegal’s neighbor
47. Toward the lee

48. Electric car maker, pl.
50. Living quarters
52. Short for abstract syntax tree
53. Cher goes by one of these
55. Refrigerator sound
57. For spicing things up
61. *Ultimate NCAA tournament des-
tination
65. Diver’s lung
66. Yes move
68. One who tries
69. Ups the stakes
70. *A shot below the line is worth this
71. Washer setting
72. R in RIP
73. He is
74. “The Second Coming” poet

DOWN

1. Boohoos
2. Tangerine and grapefruit hybrid
3. In the next month
4. Right-hand page
5. Declare with confidence
6. Shakespeare’s “at another time”
7. Tennis shot
8. Grease one’s palms
9. Painter ____ Chagall
10. Every which way
11. Competent
12. Grain in “The House That Jack 
Built”

15. Facebook ______
20. Augmenting
22. *VCU fans, “___ Nation”
24. Diffuse
25. *16 seed over 1 seed, e.g.
26. Investigate thoroughly
27. Arias, e.g.
29. Permanently disfigure
31. *Championship record-holder
32. Cabbage
33. Prods
34. Not fixed or appointed
36. *This one is not for swimming
38. Sub station
42. *Many teams start season with 
“Mid_____ Madness”
45. *Last year’s runner-up
49. Cul de ___
51. Oppressively hot and humid
54. *NCAA’s Big Dance occurs in the 
third one
56. Donny’s singing sister
57. Peter the Great, e.g.
58. High school breakout
59. Goes with ifs and ands
60. Drive a getaway car, e.g.
61. Fusses
62. Fashion house founder Ricci
63. Reason to cram
64. Aphrodite’s lover
67. Be obliged to pay
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By Robert Elkin
During a time out in the second 

quarter of a game between the New 
York Knickerbockers and the Philadel-
pha 76ers, a special presentation was 
made to help celebrate Black History 
Month for February. Amtrak served 
as the presenting partner for such an 
occasion.

The recipient for the month-long 
celebration was Della Britton Baeza 
who was recognized by Amtrak. Ms. 
Baeza, the president and CEO of the 
Jackie Robinson Foundation, received 
the Amtrak Pioneer Award, going to 
an individual who initiates change for 
the betterment of the community in 
which they live, through their job, vol-
unteerism or by creating new charities 
and community progress. 

Ms. Baeza follows the Knicks bas-
ketball team and their strive for a divi-
sion title in the National Basketball 
Association during the season and is 
a big fan of the team. Basketball is 
not her only sport that she follows all 
sports.

Talking about the award, she said, 
“Jackie Robinson (infielder for the then 

Brooklyn Dodgers) lettered in four 
sports –baseball, basketball, football 
and track-while he was in college,” she 
said, after receiving her award. “With 
the Jackie Robinson Foundation we’re  
sports fans all around. It’s a special 
day.

“Getting the Amtrak Pioneer Award 
is very special. I had no idea of what’s 
happening. It’s something I know 
Amtrak is committed to and does on a 
yearly basis. To be added to the list of 
people that Amtrak is recognizing is a 
real treat to me.”

“We are proud to have Amtrak pat-
ner with the Knicks to celebrate and 
honor Black History Month as part of 
their broad multi-platform partner-
ship with the team,” said Executive 
Vice President of Corporate Sales and 
Solutions of MSG Sports Greg Econo-
mou.

“The Garden does a lot of great 
community services…I grew up in 
Pittsburgh but lived for 25 years in 
(Manhattan’s) Battery Park City. We 
love basketball and love the Knicks.” 

Serving the Community with Dignity
F U N E R A L  H O M E

Della Britton Baeza.  

 AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Baeza loves the Knicks

Women ages 40+ with no health 
insurance can recieve: 

Pap Tests and Pelvic Exams 
Clinical Breast Exams (CBE) and 
Mammograms 

Women and Men ages 50+ with no 
health insurance can receive:

Take-Home Colon Cancer Test (FIT Kit)

Central Brooklyn

Cancer Services Program 
Your partner for cancer screening, support and information 

To schedule your FREE exam 
Or for more information call us at:
(718) 567-1384 or (718) 567-1385

FREE

Cancer Screenings 

for Uninsured 

Brooklyn Residents

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-3300

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
718-646-3331

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags, MV, dealer fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732,
7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

All Makes! 
All Models!HUGE CERTIFIED

PRE-OWNED 
INVENTORY!

$0 
DOWN 

AVAILABLE!

Quality Pre-Owned
Vehicles At

Quality Pre-Owned
Vehicles At

* *

2009 NISSAN
SENTRA FE+

Stk# 9917, auto, pwr/winds/locks/mirrs, CD/MP3, 24,478 mi.
BUY FOR

$11,995

2012 NISSAN 
VERSA 

Stk# 9982, auto, pwr/winds/locks/mirrs, tilt, cruise, 40,312 mi.
BUY FOR

$11,995

2013 NISSAN  
ALTIMA SV

Stk# J0845, 4 cyl, auto, all power, alloys, Bluetooth, rear camera, remote start, 3019 mi.
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN 
MURANO SL 

Stk# 9953, lthr, sec sys, rear cam, wireless connect, pano roof, 36,046 mi.
BUY FOR

$22,995

2009 NISSAN 
ALTIMA 2.5S

Stk# 9925, auto, pwr/winds/locks/mirrs, am/fm w/CD, 30,601 mi.
BUY FOR

$12,995

2009 NISSAN 
MAXIMA S

Stk# 9648, auto, V6, all pwr, s/roof, alum whls 24,654 mi.
BUY FOR

$17,995

2010 NISSAN 
ALTIMA SL

Stk# 1011, 4 cyl., auto, m/roof, Bluetooth, htd seats, lthr, 37,220 mi.
BUY FOR

2009 NISSAN
MURANO S

Stk# 9690, auto, pwr/winds/locks/mirrs, 45,272 mi.
BUY FOR

$16,995

2011 NISSAN
ROGUE S AWD

Stk #1006, 4 cyl., auto, full power, spoiler, 24,775 mi.
BUY FOR

$16,995

2012 NISSAN 
ARMADA AWD

Stk #1004, 8 cyl., auto, full power, rear camera, Bose sound, Bluetooth, 3rd row, 17,800 mi.
BUY FOR

$29,995

2010 NISSAN
ROGUE SL AWD

Stk #U4488, 4 cyl., auto, full power, moonrf, htd. leather seats, Bluetooth, 34,268 mi.
BUY FOR

$18,995

2010 NISSAN
MAXIMA SV

Stk# 9816, auto, V6, CD/MP3, lthr int., alum whls, htd wheel/seats, rear cam, Bluetooth, 28,009 mi.
BUY FOR

$18,995

2011 NISSAN
MAXIMA 
SV

Stk# 9742, auto, V6, CD/MP3, lthr int., alum whls, htd wheel/seats, rear camera, Bluetooth, 22,771 mi.
BUY FOR

$21,995

2008 INFINITI
G35X AWD

Stk# U5385, auto, V6, CD, s/roof, lthr, nav., 29,766 mi.

BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
M56X AWD

Stk #A12715, auto, V8, all power, white, leather, sunroof, loaded!
Original MSRP $69,915. Only 3208 demo mi.

BUY
FOR

2007 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk #4482, auto, V6, s/roof, ltr in., alloys, 34,493 mi.

BUY
FOR

$24,995

2011 INFINITI
G25X AWD

Stk #U4500, V6, auto, all power, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, navigation, 30,390 mi.

BUY
FOR

$24,995

2009 INFINITI
FX35 AWD

Stk #U4511, V6, auto, all power, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, navi, rear camera, 37,629 mi.

BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37

Stk #U4502, V6, auto, moonrf, leather, rear camera, navigation, 21,502 mi.

BUY
FOR

2006 HONDA
ODYSSEY EX-L

Stk #1003, V6, auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather,
dual pwr sliding drs, 3rd row, 76,130 mi.

BUY FOR

$12,995

2011 HONDA
ACCORD EX

Stk #1013, 4 cyl., auto, moonrf, Bluetooth,
20,530 mi.

BUY FOR

$18,995

2012 TOYOTA
CAMRY SE

Stk #U4510, 4 cyl., auto, all power, rear camera,
Bluetooth, navigation, 19,879 mi.

BUY FOR

$18,995

2010 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk# U4508, V6, Auto, m/roof, lthr, nav., Bluetooth, 23,510 mi.

BUY
FOR

2011 INFINITI
G37X AWD

Stk# U4503, V6, auto, m/roof, lthr, Bluetooth, 11,130 mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 INFINITI
M35X AWD

Stk #U4492, auto, sun roof, leather, rear camera, navigation, 29,963 mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 NISSAN
PATHFINDER SE 4X4

Stk #9983, V6, auto, full power, brush bars, running brds., 30,080 mi.
BUY FOR

$18,995

$15,995

$20,995

$32,995$32,995

$27,995 $29,995

$27,995

$58,500TECH PKG &
TOURING PKG

SAVE $11,415 
OFF Original MSRP!

$24,900
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SPORTS

By Azad Ali
West Indies captain Darren Sammy says 

he wants to see more West Indies victories 
similar to their 41-run win over Zimba-
bwe in the final Twenty20 International 
recently at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium 
in Antigua.

The world champions brushed aside Zim-
babwe to sweep the two-match series.

West Indies triumphed in the Twenty20 
series following success in the three-match 
One-Day International at the national sta-
dium in Grenada a few days before.

“It was a very good weekend for the 
team. We came out here after winning the 

By Robert Elkin
Four times the Long Island Universi-

ty-Brooklyn basketball team captured the 
Northeast Conference tournament and each 
time automatically advanced into the NCAA 
tournament. The last time was in March 
2012.

On the past Tuesday evening, most of the 
cheering, capacity crowd went home on a 
happy note as the Blackbirds made it three 
times in a row going into this NCAA tourney 
with NEC tourney victories over Quinnipiac, 

By Robert Elkin
Most of the attention was focused on 

the one-two punch of senior forward Jor-
dan Fuchs and senior guard Jon Severe 
during the Catholic High Schools Athletic 
Association basketball season. However, 
this one – two duo will not return next 

season as they will be graduating Christ 
The King High School. Fuchs is headed 
to the University of Connecticut (UConn) 
for football.

In the title game on last Sunday after-
noon before a packed Fordham University, 
Rose Hill gymnasium in The Bronx, Bishop 

Loughlin of Brooklyn opened the margin 
to 44-42 and 46-43 in the third quarter 
before the Royals from Middle Village, 
Queens, went on a spurt and closed the 
quarter ahead 54-49 thanks to a three-
point shot by Isaiah Cosbert not far from 

Christ The King defeats Bishop Loughlin in finals

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

LIU’s C. J. Garner prepares to shoot for 
his 31 points over Mount St. Mary’s Ju-
lian Norfl eet # 23.  Photo by Lem Peterkin

Christ the King’s Jordan Fuchs #2 in action against Bishop Loughlin during a high school basketball game on Sunday, 
Feb. 9, 2013 in Brooklyn, NY. The Christ the King Royals won the game. AP Photo/Gregory Payan

Blackbirds 
advance

Not enough 
W.I. victories

CHSAA CHSAA 
CHAMPSCHAMPS
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one-day series and we had 
clinical victories in both 
matches,” said Sammy, who 
returned to captain the side 
in the Twenty20s after rest-
ing for the One-Day Inter-
nationals.

“Those are the kind of vic-
tories we want to see wheth-
er we play against Australia 
or Zimbabwe. We beat Aus-
tralia a few weeks ago at 
the Gabba and now we have 
come here and completed a 
great job against the Zim-
babweans,” he said.

The West Indies team 
is playing at home for the 
first time since winning 

the International Cricket 
Council Twenty20 title in 
Sri Lanka last year.

Sammy said the West 
Indies convincing win 
over Zimbabwe is proof of 
their world dominance in 
the shortest version of the 
sport.

The win was the eighth 
victory in a row for West 
Indies, whose winning 
streak started during the 
ICC World Twenty20 last 
year when the West Indies 
team was crowned world 
champions.

West Indies and Zimba-
bwe will begin their Test 
series this week. 

91-83, Wagner, 94-82, and 
Mount St. Mary’s, 91-70, 
with the quarter finals and 
championship game con-
tested at the higher seeded 
team, and the semi-finals 
on the road.

Jack Perri enjoyed a 
very successful first sea-
son as head coach of the 
Blackbirds after spending 
seven years as its assistant 
coach. Perri would have 
enjoyed it still better if 
he had outstanding player 
Julian Boyd on the play-
ing roster for the entire 
season. Boyd missed most 
of his senior year with an 
injured knee in the early 
going but he’ll be ready 
for action as a senior come 
September.

The hoop fans certainly 
felt very disappointed that 
Boyd went down.

Of course the Blackbirds 
felt a big loss at the begin-
ning of the campaign, for 
he was one of their best 
players in the league and 
at the beginning of the 
season he was named pre-
season Player-of-the-Year 
of the Northeast Confer-
ence.

“We (were able to rise) 
to the occasion and win 
our third straight NEC 
title,” spectator Nicho-
las Henry, a former var-
sity player at Brooklyn’s 
Lafayette High School, 
said. “And a first year head 
coach did a great job.”

The rest of the play-
ers picked ‘it’ up. After 
the team lost six straight 
games it made a turn 
around with two numer-
ous winning streaks of 
six and then five games 
entered the NCAA tourna-
ment riding high.

This is one of the best 
teams ever produced at 
Long Island University. 
And no one player domi-
nated action. It’s been a 
team effort all season.

“We’re family and we’ve 
come together  when we 
had to do and made his-
tory,” 6’7” senior forward 
Jamal Olasewere, who 
scored points and grabbed 
10 rebounds, said after the 
91-70 triumph over Mount 
St. Mary in the league’s 
tournament champion-
ship game. 

“And we had a great 
crowd behind us,” said 
C.J. Garner, who scored a 
career high and game high 
of 31 points and turned in 
an tremendous offensive 
performance. Coach gave 
me a sense of urgency.”

And Jason Brickman 
controlled the game with 
eight assists from the 
guard position. They han-
dled the pressure as well 
as they expected.

All the Blackbird fans, 
including the alumni and 
even the faculty of the 
downtown Brooklyn col-
lege, agreed that the final 
game  was very exciting to 
watch  with tremendous 
players and plays – dunks 
and passes leading to bas-
kets. It doesn’t get better 
than what was displayed 
on the court of the Well-
ness, Recreation and Ath-
letic Center, the home of 
the Blackbirds.

Take for example, late 
in the game when the out-
come was already decided, 
a dunk by Olasewere cul-
minating a fast  break bas-
ket and 48 seconds later 
another drive this time by 
EJ Reed on a pass from 
Garnes just about iced it 
for the Brooklyn quintet.

mid-court and time expir-
ing. 

With 18 seconds into the 
fourth quarter, Cosbert hit 
another similar shot that 
went through the basket and 
stunned the cheering capaci-
ty crowd. The Royals went on 
a scoring spree and led 57-49 
and 68-52 with almost three 
minutes left in the fourth 
session. 

Loughlin wouldn’t give 
up, and behind the play of 
guard Michael Williams, 
tried desperately to rally but 
just could not cash in as 
they missed shots in the last 
period. 

The Royals were just too 
much for their rivals, win-
ning out 78-63, and thus 
advancing to Albany where 
they will compete in the New 
York State tournament. The 
Lions ended up the season 
with a 20-7 record.

The title game marked the 
unbelievable play of Cosbert, 
who, like Severe, are seniors. 
All the seniors will certainly 
be missed. Severe, who hasn’t 
made up his mind about col-
lege as yet, was named Most 
Valuable Player of the Class 
‘AA’ Division of the regular 
season and repeated the same 
honor during the playoffs.

“I knew at the end of the 
third period , I (put in) a 
great and lucky shot,” Cos-
bert said. “I never hit a shot 
from that far away. On the 
second shot, I knew it looked 
good after leaving my hands. 
I knocked it down.” 

“Cosbert is a knock down 
shooter,” said assistant varsi-
ty and head freshman coach 
Greg Lemko. “You got to 
know where he is. Guys look 
for him.  He shot anoth-
er three at the start of the 
fourth quarter and we didn’t 
look back after that.”

“Cosbert has come a long 

way.  You can’t do much 
about his (5-9) height. If  
he were a little bit taller he 
would be a major Division I 
(college) player. He has a lot 
of colleges looking at him 
right now because he can 
knock down shots.”

Cosbert, whose decision of 
coming to Christ The King 

in his freshman year, was his 
own, wasn’t the high scorer 
of the championship con-
test. That honor belonged to 
Severe, who ended up with 
19 points, two more than 
Fuchs. Cosbert tallied nine 
point. Teammates Adonis 
Delarosa  and Rawle Alkins 
each scored 14 points.

Continued from page 45 

Continued from page 45 

West Indies captain Darren Sammy. AP Photo/Rob Griffi th

Christ the King’s Jon Severe #10 in action against Bishop Loughlin during a high 
school basketball game on Sunday, Feb. 9, 2013 in Brooklyn, NY.  The Christ the King 
Royals won the game.   AP Photo/Gregory Payan

Members of the Long Island University-Brooklyn 
basketball team celebrate their win as the 2013 NEC 
Champions. Photo by Lem Peterkin

Loughlin falls to Christ the King

Windies need more wins to their credit

LIU Blackbirds
Continued from page 45 
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on certain wickets, Head 
Coach Ottis Gibson consid-
ers the use of four fast bowl-
ers. The return of fast-bowl-
er Shannon Gabriel throws 
some light on that possibil-
ity. Tino Best, Kemar Roach 
and Ravi Ram Paul surely 
can be the other pacers join-
ing Gabriel, giving the West 
Indies the advantage of a 
full, four-prong attack. 

Seven Specialist 
Batsmen Can Score 
The Maximum 

The West Indies team has 
seven specialist batsmen 
who can easily score enough 
runs to support the rampage 
of four fast bowlers. Chris 
Gayle, Kieran Powell, Dar-
ren Bravo, Marlon Samuels, 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
and wicket-keeper Denesh 

Ramdin are capable of scor-
ing the maximum number 
of runs to win a Test match, 
with the support of those 
bowlers. 

Johnson Charles 
Should replace 
Chanderpaul

West Indies swashbuck-
ling opener Johnson Charles 
has shown that he is capable 
of scoring at the top level 
and that he does not have 
to open the batting. Charles 
should be given an oppor-
tunity in the middle order 
when Shivnarine Chander-
paul decides to resign. He 
can defend and be aggres-
sive and these skills can 
benefit the team. Having 
some aggression from a 
batsman coming in at the 
fifth or sixth position in a 
Test march could be useful. 

Although the West Indies 
team has several skillful 
and talented players, it is 
important that these players 
be placed in the appropri-
ate position in the batting 

order. 

Kieron Powell’s 
Consistency is Vital

West Indies opening bats-

man Kieron Powell needs to 
continue being consistent 
with the bat in order to crest 
some stability at the front. 
If Powell is able to stay at 
the wicket for a long time, it 

would put the West Indies in 
a winning position, because 
partnerships are key to win-
ning. West Indies’ fast bowl-
ing strength seems to be 
emerging once again. 

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies Shannon Gabriel, left, celebrates after claiming the wicket of England’s Matt Prior during the third 
day of the fi rst Test match at Lord’s cricket ground, London. AP Photo/Tom Hevezi

Four-pronged pace attack a strong possiblity

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
Left to Right:
David, 
Ricardo,
Steve,
Craig

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. *Leases incl 10k mi per yr, add’l mi at 15¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices reflect all avail incentives to dlr. Must be approv. by prim lender @ Tier 0. Due @ sign/
Total pymts/Resid: Altima=$3804/$1896/$17,195; Rogue=$3824/$5421/$14,011; Sentra=$3704/$1656/$14,765; Pathfinder=$4054/$8541/$19,105. Due at signing=1st mo. pymt+Down pymt+$0 Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. †Finance @ 0% APR for 72 
mos. Down pymt/Ttl pymt: Altima= $14,464/$5688; Rogue=$11,020/$10,008; Pathfinder=$13,032/$15,768; Sentra=$13,032/$4968. Must be from dlr stock. ^Allowance avail for recent college grads if qualified.**2002 Nissan Altima: Stk# U18732, auto, 4cyl, p/w/l/str/b, AM/

FM CD, a/c, 66k mi, Buy for $3995. Offers can’t be combined w/other advertised prices. �For qualified buyers. ‡Based on Galves Value Book. Cannot combine w/ any offer. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

DMV#7076824
NYC DCA Lic. #698282

BayRidgeNissan.com
    5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-801-9107 |   SALES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK |     Mon-Thurs 9-9, Fri-Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

We’ll match every customer 
donation thru March 31st.

PUSH, 
PULL 

OR TOW
MINIMUM 

$4000
TRADE-IN‡

We offer more $$$ 
than other dealers.

$500 LEASE
LOYALTY

(for previous 
Nissan lessees)

$600 COLLEGE 
GRADUATE
allowance avail. for 

recent college grads^

HUNDREDS OF 
CERTIFIED 

PRE-OWNED 
NISSANS

WARRANTIES UP TO
8 YR OR 120K MI

AVAILABLE
CARS STARTING AT

$3995*

Plus, many other 
certified brands

$500 TO $4000 
OWNER 

APPRECIATION 
BONUS

(available to current 
Nissan owners)

All vehicles available with less features at lower payments. See us for complete details.

ALL-NEW
REDESIGNED!

  LEASE or OWN

  $69
  24* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DL671961, Mod#12113, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, AM/
FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2740, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $19,690. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

SENTRA

0% APR 
FINANCING
FOR 60 MOS�

  LEASE or OWN

$219
  39* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DC628136, Mod#25013. AUTO, 6cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c,  AM/
FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2940, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $31,095. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

PATHFINDER

0% APR 
FINANCING

ALL-NEW
REDESIGNED!

$2000
     NISSAN CASH BACK
   LEASE OR PURCHASE

  LEASE or OWN

  $79
  24* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DC211634, Mod #13013, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, AM/
FM/CD. Lease Down Payment $2830, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $23,555. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

ALTIMA

0% APR 
FINANCING

PLUS
FOR 60 MOS�

$2500
     NISSAN CASH BACK
   LEASE OR PURCHASE

  LEASE or OWN

$139
  39* mo | 72† mos

VIN#DW617442, Mod #22213, AUTO, 4cyl, p/w/l/s/b, a/c, AM/
FM/CD, Lease Down Payment: $2790, incl $600 college grad 
rebate^, MSRP $24,820. One or more at this price.

NEW 2013

ROGUE

0% APR 
FINANCING 

PLUS
FOR 60 MOS� FOR 60 MOS�
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