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By Bert Wilkinson
The death of Venezuelan Presi-

dent Hugo Chavez from cancer in 
Caracas on Tuesday and the politi-
cal uncertainty as to whether his 
revolutionary party will be able 
to hold on to power in fresh elec-
tions in a month, have sparked 
justified fears in the Caribbean as 

to whether a key concessional oil 
facility with Venezuela will contin-
ue or whether governments will 
have to return to the world market 
if the opposition takes power.

Guyana’s Prime Minister Sam-
uel Hinds might have been speak-
ing for many of his colleagues in 

CARICOM leaders mull future

By Nelson A. King 
Two weeks after his New 

National Party (NNP) defeated 
the incumbent National Demo-
cratic Congress (NDC) in a land-
slide, historic vote on Feb. 19, 
Grenada Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Mitchell has named an 11–mem-
ber cabinet.

 “The biggest challenges were 
who to leave out for the time 
being,” said Mitchell as the mem-
bers of his cabinet were sworn 
into office during a public cer-
emony at the National Stadium in 
St. George’s, the Grenada capital, 
on Sunday.

Mitchell said his Cabinet is 
smaller than his predecessor’s, 
Tillman Thomas.

It does not include retired 
school teacher Clifton Paul who 
defeated the former prime min-
ister, as well as Tobia Clement, 
a lecturer at the St. George’s 
University, who defeated former 
finance minister Nazim Burke. 

Mitchell said that the two leg-
islators, as well as Yolande Bain-
Horsford, will receive additional 
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In this Oct. 7, 2012 fi le photo, Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez 
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Antigua
The Antigua and Barbuda gov-

ernment is moving to implement 
the death penalty following the day-
light brazen murder of a Guyanese 
mother of five at her workplace in 
the capital recently.

National Security Minister Dr. 
Errol Cort said the government 
would soon be utilizing all “neces-
sary legal processes needed to give 
effect to the death penalty” remind-
ing citizens that it remains a part of 
the law of Antigua and Barbuda.

“Also, I will be taking to Parlia-
ment a Criminal Justice Bill, that 
will seek to not only increase the 
penalties for gun-related and other 
serious crimes, but also seek to 
create a number 
of new offenses 
and stiffer penal-
ties in an effort 
to further control 
criminal activities taking place in 
the country,” Dr. Cort said in a 
statement.

He noted that over the past few 
months, there has been an escala-
tion in gun related crimes in the 
country and because of this trend, 
a special Task Force on Serious 
Crime was established on Jan. 5 
this year.

The national security minister 
said that the public outcry from the 
murders have not gone unnoticed 
by the government, reiterating, 
“that all available public resources 
will be utilized in an effort to curb 
this escalating criminal behavior 
forthwith.”

The last hanging in Antigua took 
place in 1991.

Grenada
Former Grenada Prime Minis-

ter Tilman Thomas says he is pre-
pared to step down as leader of 
the National Democratic Congress 
(NDC) and work with the new lead-
er, to be chosen by the party.

Thomas said so in an interview 
with the Trinidad 
Guardian hours 
after his party’s 
historic defeat in 
the recent gen-
eral election, which saw the New 
National Party (NNP) led by Dr. 
Keith Mitchell win all 15 seats.

“The leadership is not something 
that I want to hold on to…once 
somebody comes forward, I am pre-
pared to let that person take over 
the responsibility of leadership of 
the party,” Thomas was quoted as 
saying.

Thomas said he was prepared and 
committed to work with that per-
son to ensure the party is returned 
to power in the shortest possible 
time.

He said the leadership issue 
would be determined at a party 
convention later this year.

Haiti
The United Nations has rejected 

a claim for damages on behalf of 
more than 5,000 Haitian cholera 
victims and their families, citing 
diplomatic immunity.

The claim was filed in November 
2012 by the Insti-
tute for Justice 
and Democracy 
in Haiti - a Bos-
ton-based human 
right group.

It argued that the UN and its 
peacekeeping force are liable for 
hundreds of millions of dollars for 
the facility to adequately screen 
peacekeeping soldiers, citing stud-
ies indicating that infected soldiers 
caused the cholera outbreak.

UN spokesman Martin Nesirky 
said the UN informed representa-
tives of the group’s rejection recent-
ly.

Nesirky said Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-Moon also called Haitian 
President Michel Martelly to inform 
him of the decision “and to reiter-
ate the commitment of the United 
Nations to the elimination of chol-
era in Haiti.”

Jamaica
The unemployment rate in 

Jamaica has increased to 13.7 per-
cent, according to latest statistics.

The Statistical Institute of Jamai-
ca (STATIN) says this in an increase 
of 0.9 percentage 
points when com-
pared with Octo-
ber 2011.

The data is con-
tained in the Labor Force Survey 
which was undertaken by STATIN 
in October 2012.

It says up to October 2102 the 
employed labor force stood at 
1,088,200.

STATIN says the survey shows 
that the largest declines in employ-
ment levels were recorded in the 
Construction, Wholesale and Retail, 
Motor Vehicle and Equipment and 
Manufacturing sectors.

It noted that these declines 
were partially mitigated by higher 
employment levels in Agriculture 
and Hotels and Restaurant Serv-

ices.

St. Vincent
CARICOM has expressed concern 

over a confrontation between St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines Prime 
Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves and a 
group of foreign journalists.

In a communique issued after the 
end of the CARICOM Inter Sessional 
Heads of Government conference in 
Haiti recently, the CARICOM Secre-
tariat said: “The heads of state and 
the government of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) received 
a report from the Prime Minister 
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
on the manner in which he was 
reportedly accosted and tackled on 
an aircraft and physically impeded 
by a team of indi-
viduals purport-
ing to the mem-
bers of the British 
media.”

“At the time of the incident, 
Prime Minister Gonsalves, his wife, 
and Ambassador Ellsworth John 
were on a LIAT airline enroute to 
the Twenty-Fourth Inter-Sessional 
Meeting of Heads and State and 
Government of CARICOM,” the 
communique added.

In expressing grave concern of 

CARICOM leaders with the manner 
in which Gonsalves was reportedly 
confronted, the Secretariat said: 
“while fully supportive of the free-
dom of the press and the vital role 
played by a free, active and respon-
sible press in governance and devel-
opment, the Heads of Government 
emphasized that the dignity of the 
office of head of state or govern-
ment within CARICOM is equal to 
that of any other nation, as are the 
attendant security concerns and 
expectation.”

“This dignity and security con-
cern of a head of state cannot be 
violated by unidentified representa-
tives of a foreign press who, for 
whatever reason, expected a level of 
access to CAIRCOM heads of state 
or government that they would not 
receive from heads of state and 
government in their countries of 
origin.”

Trinidad
Prime Minister Kamla Persad-

Bissessar said she is unaware of any 
decision to set up an elite police 
unit - the New Flying Squad Inves-
tigation Unit (NFSIU) - comprising 
of retired police officers from a 
similar unit which was disbanded 
some three decades ago.

Speaking to 
the media on her 
return from Haiti 
where she recent-
ly attended the 
CARICOM Inter-Sessional Meeting, 
Persad-Bissessar “categorically” 
stated that the issue of any new Fly-
ing Squad was never discussed with 
her nor brought to the National 
Security Council or to the Cabinet.

She stressed that any initiative 
such as the creation or revival of 
any police unit must be reviewed by 
the National Security Council, the 
Cabinet and must be fully consid-
ered and endorsed by the commis-
sioner of police.

“We will not support the estab-
lishment of any rogue police or 
para-police unit or security entity, 
which is not within the jurisdiction 
and control of the laws of Trinidad 
and Tobago and, where necessary, 
the control of the Police Service 
and the Commissioner of Police,” 
she said.

The prime minister said she has 
requested a report on the allega-
tions from National Security Min-
ister Jack Warner on the allegations 
of the existence of the NFSIU.

Minister Warner and acting 
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Venezuelans mourn Chavez’s death
Supporters of Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez cry outside the military hospital where Pres-
ident Hugo Chavez, aged 58, died Tuesday in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, March 6, 2013. 
Seven days of mourning were declared, all school was suspended for the week and friendly 
heads of state were expected for an elaborate funeral Friday. AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos
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allowances for their con-
stituencies and be briefed 
weekly by a specially-
appointed Cabinet Com-
mittee. 

The prime minister, 
however, said that it is 
possible that those who 
were not given ministe-
rial portfolios would be 
included in future Cabi-
nets.

“It is quite possible 
that people who serve as 
back benchers today can 
be full-fledged ministers 
in the not too distant 
future”, he said, stating 
that his new administra-
tion understands its pri-
ority is to secure jobs 
and help create an envi-
ronment that will create 
more jobs.

He assured the nation 
that, within the first 100 
days, the foundation of his 
plan for economic expan-
sion will become clearer.

Mitchell, who led a pre-
vious Grenada govern-
ment for 13 years before 
he was defeated by the 
NDC in 2008, said his 
administration would pur-
sue a robust foreign pol-
icy, expand cooperation 
with South and Central 
America, Asia and Africa, 
adding that “all bona fide 
investors” would be wel-
comed in the country.

The cabinet compris-
es: Dr. Keith Mitchell, 
Prime Minister, Minis-
ter for Finance, Energy, 
National Security, Public 
Administration, Disas-
ter Preparedness, Home 
Affairs, Implementation 
and Information; Elvin 
Nimrod – Deputy Prime 
Minister, Attorney Gen-
eral, Minister for Legal 
Affairs, Labor, Local Gov-
ernment and Carriacou 
and Petit Martinique 
Affairs; Gregory Bowen
– Minister of Communi-
cations and Works, Physi-
cal Development, Public 
Utilities and Information 

Communication Technol-
ogy. Anthony Boatswain
– Minister of Education 
and Human Resource 
Development; Claris 
Modeste – Minister of 
Health and Social Secu-
rity (National Insurance 
Service); Roland Bhola 
– Minister of Agriculture, 
Lands, Forestry, Fisher-
ies and the Environment; 
Nickolas Steele – Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and 
International Business; 
Emmalin Pierre – Min-
ister of Youth, Sports and 
Ecclesiastical Relations; 
Alexandria Otway-Noel – 
Minister of Tourism, Civil 
Aviation and Culture; 
Oliver Joseph – Minis-
ter of Economic Devel-
opment, Trade, Planning 
and Cooperative; Delma 
Thomas – Minister of 
Social Development, 
Housing and Community 
Development. 

Junior Ministers are: 
Alvin Dabreo – Responsi-
ble for Information Com-
munications Technology 
in the Ministry of Com-
munications and Works, 
Physical Development and 
Public Utilities; Kenny 
Lalsingh – Responsi-
ble for Finance, Energy, 
National Security, Nation-
al Disaster, Home Affairs, 
and Implementation and 
Information.

Parliamentary Secre-
taries are: Winston Gar-
raway – Finance, Ener-
gy, National Security, 
National Disaster, Home 
Affairs, Implementation 
and Information; Sheldon 
Scott – Youth, Sports and 
Ecclesiastical Relations; 
Brenda Hood – Ministry 
of Tourism, Culture and 
Civil Aviation.

By Fabiola Sanchez & 
Frank Bajak

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Venezuelans stripped of 
their larger-than-life lead-
er awoke to an uncertain 
future on Wednesday, with 
jittery throngs flocking to 
supermarkets and gas sta-
tions to stock up, and anti-
American vitriol infusing 
official statements and the 
chants of the street.

Hugo Chavez’s body was 
being brought from the hos-
pital where he died to a mili-
tary academy where it will 
remain until the late presi-
dent’s funeral Friday, an event 
that promises to draw leaders 
from all over Latin America 
and the world. Already, the 
presidents of Argentina, Uru-
guay and Bolivia have arrived 
for the ceremony.

Even in death, Chavez’s 
orders were being heeded. 
The man he anointed to suc-
ceed him, Vice President 
Nicolas Maduro, will contin-
ue to run Venezuela as inter-
im president and be the gov-
erning socialists’ candidate 
in an election to be called 
within 30 days.

In a late night tweet, Ven-
ezuelan state-television said 
Defense Minister Adm. Diego 
Molero had pledged military 

support for Maduro’s candi-
dacy against likely opposition 
candidate Henrique Capriles, 
despite a constitutional man-
date that the armed forces 
play a non-political role.

The streets of Caracas 
were free of the usual week-
day morning traffic as pub-
lic employees, schoolchil-
dren and many others stayed 
home on the first day of a 
week of national mourning. 
The only lines were at gas 
stations where Venezuelans 
could fill up their tanks for 
pennies a gallon thanks to 
generous government sub-
sidies.

For diehard Chavistas who 
camped out all night outside 
the military hospital where 
the former paratrooper died, 
Wednesday was the first full 
day without a leader many 
described as a father figure, 
an icon in the mold of the 
early 19th century liberator 
Simon Bolivar. Others saw 
the death of a man who pre-
sided over Venezuela as a vir-
tual one-man show as an 
opportunity to turn back the 
clock on his socialist poli-
cies.

For both sides, uncer-
tainty ruled the day.

It was not immediately 

clear when the presidential 
vote would be held, or where 
or when Chavez would be 
buried following Friday’s 
pageant-filled funeral.

Venezuela’s constitution 
specifies that the speaker 
of the National Assembly, 
currently Diosdado Cabello, 
should assume the interim 
presidency if a president 
can’t be sworn in.

But the officials left in 
charge by Chavez before he 
went to Cuba in Decem-
ber for his fourth cancer 
surgery have not been 
especially assiduous about 
heeding the constitution, 
and human rights and free 
speech activists are con-
cerned they will flaunt the 
rule of law.

Tuesday was a day fraught 
with mixed signals, some 
foreboding. Just a few hours 
before announcing Chavez’s 
death, Maduro virulently 
accused enemies, domes-
tic and foreign — clearly 
including the United States 
— of trying to undermine 
Venezuelan democracy. The 
government said two U.S. 
military attaches had been 
expelled for allegedly trying 
to destabilize the nation.

Copyright 2013 The Asso-
ciated Press.

In this fi le photo released on Feb. 15, 2013 by Mirafl ores 
Presidential Press Offi ce, Venezuela’s President Hugo 
Chavez, center, poses for a photo with his daughters, 
Maria Gabriela, left, and Rosa Virginia at an unknown 
location in Havana, Cuba, Thursday, Feb. 14, 2013.  
 AP Photo/Mirafl ores Presidential Press Offi ce, File

Supporters of Venezuela’s late President Hugo Chavez gather in Bolivar square to mourn Chavez’s death in Cara-
cas, Venezuela, Tuesday, March 5, 2013. Venezuela’s Vice President Nicolas Maduro announced that Chavez died 
on Tuesday at age 58 after a nearly two-year bout with cancer.  AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos

Even after death, Chavez gets 
his choice of a successor

Grenada names 
new Cabinet

Continued from cover

It is possible that 
back benchers 

can be full-
fledged ministers.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the 
latest in Caribbean news and more.
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the regional trade bloc when he 
said while reacting to the news 
that “it would not be unreason-
able to wonder what would be the 
future of PetroCaribe with Mr. 
Chavez’s death,” said Hinds as he 
called Chavez “a true friend of the 
Caribbean.”

Back in 2005, more than a dozen 
Caribbean leaders had attended 
a lavish and formal signing cer-
emony in western Jamaica for the 
concession oil facility under which 
governments are allowed to pay a 
percentage for shipments upfront 
and spread out the remainder over 
periods as long as 25 years, allow-
ing them to fund development 

projects with the money saved 
for not having to make full pay-
ments.

In the CARICOM bloc for exam-
ple, Jamaica is by far the biggest 
beneficiary as it used hundreds of 
millions of dollars from PetroCar-
ibe to build inter-island highways 
and other key projects. 

Its government is also now the 
most nervous as what will happen 
in the Venezuelan capital, especial-
ly if Vice-President and anointed 
Chavez successor Nicholas Madu-
ro will win fresh elections and 
ensure the status quo continues.
Maduro is a former bus driver. In 
the wider Caribbean, Cuba where 
Chavez spent long periods being 
treated for cancer that Maduro 
alleges is in fact blood poisoning, 
is bar far the largest recipient, get-
ting up to 150,000 barrels of oil a 
day at the concession rate. Critics 
say the Castro brothers who have 
ruled the largest Caribbean island 
for decades, now have real reasons 
to fear an opposition win, given 
the burning hatred for them and 
Cuba’s influence in Venezuelan 
politics in recent years.

As an indication of how appre-
ciated he is in Jamaica, Prime 
Minister Portia Simpson-Mill-

er and the opposition Jamaica 
Labor Party (JLP) stood united in 
praise for Chavez during a regu-
lar sitting of parliament on Tues-
day afternoon as news filtered 
through of his death. The session 
was immediately interrupted and 
turned into a tribute with the 
prime minister saying that “both 
administrations, no matter which 
was in power, he was friend to 

both. He assisted Jamaica in a 
period of need. We will be making 
the necessary arrangements so 
that we can arrange proper trib-
ute,” he said.

In the meantime, the Jamaica 
Gleaner quoted Wesley Hughes, 
the CEO of the local PetroCaribe 
fund as saying that Jamaica would 
have a $600M hole in its budget if 
the facility were to be scrapped.

Worried about future of PetroCaribe

Continued from cover
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Guyana’s Prime Minister Samuel Hinds. (left) and Jamaica Prime 
Minister Portia Simpson-Miller (right). 

Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez  AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, fi le
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By Nelson A. King
Jamaica’s Minister of National 

Security, Peter Bunting, says that 
his country has paid a high cost for 
crime, stating that the economy 
would have been between three 
and 10 times its current size had 
it not been for the “exceptionally 
high levels of crime” in the last 
four decades. 

In delivering the third lecture 
in the Jamaica 50 lecture series 
under the theme, “National Secu-
rity in Jamaica since Independ-
ence” at the Silver Spring Civic 
Center in Silver Spring, Maryland, 
Bunting said crime has affected 
Jamaica’s  competiveness, “as we 
have been falling in terms of the 
world economic forum competi-
tiveness index, and it affects inves-
tor confidence.” 

As a result of economic con-
straints, the senior minister said 
there have not been sufficient 
funds to spend on social services 
and to combat crime. 

Another challenge is the globali-
zation and technological advances 

that have assisted legitimate com-
merce, but which has also assisted 
in criminal and illegitimate com-
merce, according to a Jamaica gov-
ernment statement issued in New 
York. 

“We are a transitioning society; 
and, in many ways, we look at the 
first world to be our examples and 
benchmark in terms of human 
rights,” Bunting said.

Consequently, he said the police 
are under pressure to keep crime 
under control. 

But he noted that, at the same 
time, “we should bear in mind that 
we are policing in a completely 
different environment than in the 
first world.”

The national security minister 
said that, over the last few years, 
Jamaica has made major strides 
in reducing the flow of drugs in 
the island. 

He said that, in 2001, an esti-
mated 21 percent of cocaine that 
ended up in the U.S. market came 
through the Caribbean. 

A year later, that percentage was 

down to about five percent, with 
Jamaica only accounting for about 
one of that five percent, Bunting 
said. 

He said the growth of gangs and 
organized criminal organizations 
have resulted from many decades 
of being a major transit country. 

Bunting said one of his goals is 
to reduce crime to first world levels 
by 2017, from 40 in 100,000 to 12 
in 100,000. 

“If this is to be attained, we have 
to do things radically, we can’t get 
there incrementally,” he said, stat-
ing that the Portia Simpson Miller 
administration plans to increase 
the number of police and military 
personnel by 5,000 over the next 
four to five years and to add 500 
new motor vehicles in the system 
over the same period. 

Commissioner of Police Owen 
Ellington and Director Public Pros-
ecution Paul Llewellyn attended 
the lecture series, which was the 
brain-child of Jamaica’s Ambas-
sador to the United States Stephen 
Vasciannie.

By Azad Ali
St. Lucia is the latest Carib-

bean country to join the Venezue-
lan oil initiative, PetroCaribe.

A statement from the Ministry 
of Sustainable Development and 
Energy said the St. Lucian gov-
ernment expects to accrue major 
benefits for the island.

“This will make it possible for 
the country to receive a regu-
lar supply of petroleum products 
from Venezuela under the Pet-
roCaribe arrangements that are 
currently being utilized by sev-
eral other Caribbean nations,” it 
said.

It added the decision to join Pet-
roCaribe had been taken against 
a background of ever-escalating 
fuel costs and the adverse impact 
it was having on the economy, 
which is totally dependent on 
imported products.

“While the government is com-
mitted to making the transition 
to renewable sources of energy, 
St. Lucia will continue to rely on 
imported petroleum as its main 
source of energy for the fore-
seeable future. PetroCaribe gives 
government greater flexibility to 

manage and stabilize the prices of 
petroleum products on the local 
market,” the statement said.

The statement went on to say 
that equally important is that the 
revenue derived from the Petro-
Caribe arrangements will be used 
to invest in social development 
programs and social infrastruc-
ture in St. Lucia, as has been 
done successfully in neighboring 
Caribbean countries.

“Government believes there is 
tremendous benefit in St. Lucia 
entering these arrangements at 
this time, as it allows us to learn 
from the mistakes and challenges 
that had been encountered by our 
sister islands and put measures in 
place to ensure that these prob-
lems do not feature in St. Lucia’s 
context,” it added.

PetroCaribe provides for sev-
eral Caribbean countries to pur-
chase oil from Venezuela on con-
ditions of preferential payment. 
The alliance was launched in 
2005 and was aimed at strength-
ening the countries that are 
members of the Bolivarian Alli-
ance for the Peoples of America 
(ALBA).
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Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, 

viewpoints and more.

By Vinette K. Pryce
Jean-Claude Duvalier has 

been summoned to person-
ally appear in court later 
this month or face arrest if 
he refuses to answer charg-
es levied against him by vic-
tims of persecution.

Considered a victory for 
his victims, the Bureau 
des Avocats Internation-
aux (BAI) in its mission to 
defend Haiti’s poor said the 
court order marked the first 
ever ruling by the Court 
that recognizes Jean-Claude 
Duvalier’s status as “the 
accused.” 

Therefore, if he fails to 
make an appearance he 
could risk arrest.

According to attorney 
Mario Joseph of the BAI, one 
of the victim’s lawyers, “the 
Court’s order is also a vic-
tory for the victims claim-
ing civil damages because 
the Court also confirmed 
our standing as civil claim-
ants despite efforts from the 
lawyers for the accused to 
derail the process.”

“Their strategy was to 

block Duvalier from appear-
ing before the court to be 
questioned.” 

The lawyers said that the 
alleged victory comes in the 
midst of a very difficult con-
text for a fair hearing. Hai-
ti’s President, Michel Mar-
telly, has publicly supported 
Duvalier.

They added that Mar-

telly’s top officials include 
many children of top Duva-
lier regime officials. The 
Martelly government’s larg-
est supporters -- the United 
States, France and MINUS-
TAH -- have declined to pub-
licly recognize the Haitian 
government’s international 
law obligation to pursue the 
crimes against humanity 

claims against Duvalier.
According to Brian Con-

cannon of the Institute 
for Justice & Democracy 
in Haiti, “every human 
rights organization that has 
addressed the issue - from 
the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the Inter-Ameri-
can Commission on Human 
Rights, to Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights 
Watch and the FIDH - has 
concluded that Duvalier’s 
victims should get their day 
in court. 

By refusing to speak 
up in favor of financial 
accountability and against 
political violence, the Mar-
telly regime’s supporters 
are placing friendship over 
the long-term stability and 
prosperity of Haiti, they 
claim. 

That U.S. State Depart-
ment,” which boasts some 
of the world’s top human 
rights lawyers and speaks 
out boldly for human rights 
elsewhere, is letting Duva-
lier’s victims down.”

Striving to be a Pain Free NYC
PAIN PHYSICIANS NY provides a full range of advance services to help our patients return 

to a healthy and pain-free lifestyle. We are committed to providing the most effective 
treatments and utilizing the latest technologies for each patient.

Our services include:

ENGLISH & SPANISH 
SPEAKING STAFF

We can help with:

We accept most major medical 
insurances, medicare, medicaid, 
workers compensation, and 
personal injury insurance(718) 998-9890

BROOKLYN MANHATTAN: 780 8TH QUEENS: 214-19 JAMAICA AVENUE

Harlem Hebrew 
Language Academy Charter School 

www.harlemhebrewcharter.org 

• Free public charter school in Community School District 3  
•  Starting Fall 2013 with grades K-1 and adding one grade each year  
• Modern Hebrew language through a partial immersion approach  
• Two teachers in each classroom • Extended school day and year  

• Teachers College Readers and Writers Workshop  
• Israeli culture and history • Harlem history curriculum in partnership 

with the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture  
• Service learning and community service projects  

• Opening August 26, 2013 at 153 Saint Nicholas Avenue 
• Yellow school bus transportation available • All are welcome!  

For more information or to complete an application 
visit our website or contact us!  

(646) 801-2427 • info@harlemhebrewcharter.org 

In this Jan. 21, 2011 fi le photo, former dictator Jean-
Claude Duvalier waves to supporters from the balcony 
of a rented guest house where he is staying in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti.  AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, fi le

Duvalier must appear in court
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Fairway Foodies 
to the Rescue! 
We're proud to launch our Fairway Foodie program. Fairway Foodies are ingredient special-

ists, food experts, and Fairway maestros. They can help you find just about anything in our 

stores. They're here to answer all your food questions and share their deep knowledge.

Look for a Fairway Foodie in your store.

SAVINGS FROM SOLE TO SIRLOIN!

Cynthia (aka Sunshine)
Red Hook Foodie

Edy's
Ice Cream
48 oz, Limit 2

$198

$499
LB

USDA Prime Boneless

Sirloin Steaks $699
LB

Over 50% Savings!

Salmon or Sole

Stuffed with Crab

Fresh

Cod Fillet

Bionature
Organic Pasta
1 LB, Whole Wheat or 
Semolina

5$10FOR

Bumble Bee
Solid White Tuna
5 oz, In water or oil
Limit 1

5$588
FOR

Uncle Vinny's
Salads 5 oz

2$5FOR

Your Choice!

Fage Total
Greek Yogurt 
5-7 oz, Limit 10 79¢

LET US CATER IT!

MAKE YOUR NEXT 
HOLIDAY MEMORABLE…

For more information, call or email*:
Marcy Rosenblum (347) 464-5780

RedHookCatering@fairwaymarket.com
*Please do not place orders or send order-related information via email.

Prices effective
Mar 08—Mar 14, 2013

Not responsible for typographical errors. Some illustrations are for design purposes only and do not necessarily represent items on sale. Sale items are limited to 4 offers per person unless 

otherwise noted. Prices are effective at Fairway Red Hook only. Fairway Red Hook LLC holds copyright for content.

480-500 VAN BRUNT STREET
RED HOOK, BROOKLYN, NY

718.694.6868

8AM–10PM DAILY
FairwayMarket.com
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By Mark Anthony
Since last November, there 

has been a lot of talk about how 
passing immigration reform 
this year will be “smart poli-
tics” given the role Latino vot-
ers played in the recent elec-
tion. As a small business owner, 
I’ll leave the political forecast-
ing to the pundits, but I can 
say this: failing to pass immi-
gration reform, whatever the 
politics, would be downright 
knuckle-headed economics.

I’ve been recording history 
for over 40 years as a pho-
tographer, capturing events in 
people’s lives – like weddings, 
proms, and graduations. So I 
know a big moment when I 
see one… and the moment for 
immigration reform is now.

Immigrants play many roles 
in our economy – as workers, 
as customers, and as business 
owners themselves. How big 
are their contributions? Here’s 
one reference point: if some 
politicians got their way and all 
unauthorized immigrants were 

deported, we would lose $551 
billion in total spending and 
$245 billion in GDP, according 
to a report by the Perryman 
Group.

On the other hand, if we 
do immigration reform right 
– strengthening the workforce 
and customer base for small 
businesses, creating a path-
way to earned citizenship, and 
reducing red tape for business-
es and workers – that kind of 
immigration reform will add 
$1.5 trillion to our GDP over 
10 years.

That’s just the kind of shot in 
the arm the economy needs.

Now, business owners like 
me might be expected to prefer 
what’s called a “guest worker” 
program – temporary visas for 

immigrant workers, but with-
out the opportunity to earn a 
path to citizenship. But actu-
ally, I don’t. 

A guest worker program 
might help some employers, 
who want to take advantage 
of cheap foreign labor, but it 
won’t help the vast majority 
of responsible business owners 
and it won’t boost our custom-
er base the way comprehen-
sive reform will. The economic 
verdict is clear: reform based 
on a guest worker model (with 
no path to citizenship) would 
cut the economic growth we 
can achieve from comprehen-
sive immigration reform nearly 
in half. 

Of course, an issue like 
immigration reform is about 
more than dollars and cents. 
It’s also about values, about 
who we are as a country. As a 
small business owner, I don’t 
check my values at the door 
when I walk into my business, 
and we shouldn’t check our val-

By Ezrah Aharone 
With just 27 words in 1791, 

America’s Second Amendment 
paved a blood-drenched trail 
for legal access to modern-day 
weapons used in videogame-like 
fashion to gun-down fellow citi-
zens, military style.

Now, after all the mass car-
nage of 222 years of “Freedom 
to Bear Arms” – with a murder-
count so high that only God can 
accurately tally – there’s a sud-
den political epiphany for urgent 
“gun control” to ostensibly curb 
the curse of innocent slayings. 
Given however an estimated 300 
million legal guns, compounded 
by ever-rising volumes of illegal 
guns that already saturate soci-
ety uncontrollably, the notion 
of “gun control” equates some-
what to “closing the barn door 
after the horse is gone.” 

All of the adverse conse-
quences and uncivilized behav-
ior associated with this so-called 
“freedom,” begs the question – 
What was the original function 
and intent of arming citizens 
that made the constitutional 
framers appear so wise in the 
first place? 

Conventional logic suggests 
that early-Americans obviously 
needed guns to hunt and pro-
tect themselves in the wilds. 
Also, as a newly formed repub-
lic, arms were presumed neces-
sary to defend the preciousness 
of America’s democracy from 
possible tyranny. Although such 
reasoning seems practical and 
plausible, there is an unpopu-

lar but overriding truth about 
“bearing arms” that’s deeply 
affixed to defending another of 
America’s preciousness – insti-
tutionalized slavery. 

Bluntly put, the Second 
Amendment traces to a histor-
ical period when bullets and 
bibles were necessary to for-
cibly control and psychologi-
cally manipulate huge swaths of 
enslaved populations that even-
tually exceeded four million, 
which the same constitution 
openly repudiates the humanity 
thereof as further proof. Con-
trary to “defending freedom,” 
the looming threats of upris-
ings due to “denying freedom” 
to Africans and Native Ameri-
cans, posed America’s greatest 
domestic security concern at 
that time. 

Simply put, without guns and 
a well-armed White society, the 
scale of chattel slavery would 
have been plainly improbable. 
And given the magnitude and 
duration of slavery’s unchecked 
brutality, the government’s 
accompanying decision to “bear 
arms,” could itself be easily 
characterized as more of an “act 
of tyranny” than an “act of free-
dom.”

In further tracing the source 
of gun violence, there are other 
true but controversial historical 
factors that predate the con-
stitution. Foremost, guns were 
massively exported to Africa 
(upwards to 150,000 annually 
in 1700s) as Europeans arrived 
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To The Editor:
Just recently the Caribbean 

Island Trinidad and Tobago cel-
ebrated their yearly celebration of 
Carnival and it was great to hear 
that they had minimal crime asso-
ciated with this event.  I would have 
love to attend but was skeptical 
due to my own fears of traveling to 
Trinidad. The first time I traveled 
to Trinidad was in 2005, the trip 
was over shadowed by the reports 
of high kidnapping rates at that 
time.  I recently read an article 
“Trinidad sends hundreds packing 
by Azad Ali” in the Caribbean Life 
dated Feb. 22, 2013. The article 
disclosed the National Security 
Minister Jack Warner has imple-
mented an “aggressive deportation 

policy.”  I thought to myself it’s 
about time the Caribbean islands 
clean up their countries by ship-
ping non-natives who are un-pro-
ductive back to their homeland. 
The Caribbean islands are known 
for their beautiful scenery, lavish 
beaches and great food. It’s usu-
ally a refuge for people to run too 
and relax, unfortunately criminals 
also use the Caribbean islands as 
their own escape, often times they 
blend in and they become a men-
ace to society.  It is time for the 
islands to take a stand and remove 
the unproductive people/criminals 
from their country. 

Trinidad Newsday reported 
on Jan. 21, 2013 that in the last 
two years over 750 illegal immi-

grants have been deported. The 
data collected from the Trinindad 
and Tobago Police Service over 
2011-2012 shows that the major-
ity of deportees are from Guy-
ana, the next group of deportees 
are Jamaicans, the third group 
from China and a small number 
from the Dominican Republic, 
Columbia, and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines. The government has 
placed more emphasis on train-
ing their immigration and police 
officers to identify illegals who 
have overstayed their entries and 
or commit crimes to be deported. 
I am aware that many people leave 
their native homeland to seek a 
better opportunity and they are 
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If we do immigration 
reform right, it will 

add $1.5 trillion to our 
GDP over 10 years.

Trinidad cleaning up its Carnival

Comprehensive immigration 
reform will boost economy

The freedom and 
curse to bear arms

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 20
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We never seem to lack for exam-
ples of corporate high-handedness, 
of little people being pulverized 
when they wind up butting heads 
with  the big bad corporate behe-
moth, of the playing field being far 
from level when small fry dare to 
tangle with those big guns. A story 
in the news a couple of weeks ago 
framed that perennial social-order 
mismatch rather poignantly. The 
ordeal passengers were forced to 
endure when a cruise ship’s opera-
tion became alarmingly compro-
mised after an engine room fire 
saw the corporate brass arbitrarily 
decide on a dollar value for those 
folks’ never-to-be-forgotten night-
mare experience, that once again 
seemed to reaffirm corporate pow-
er’s unassailable prerogative.   

To hear just about everyone tell 
it, what those passengers (crew as 
well) had to deal with aboard the 
Carnival liner Triumph were five 
days of pure hell: power gone, heat-
ing and air conditioning systems 
gone, sewer system kaput, food 
scarce, sanitation needs unmet…
They had departed from Galves-
ton, Texas on what was supposed 
to be a four-day cruise to Mexico 
which quickly transitioned to their 
personal horror story for the ages. 

With the vessel eventually limp-
ing into Mobile, Alabama and the 
graphic scope of the misery vis-
ited on those people became more 
widely known, the question of why 
the cruise operator didn’t put in 
place some sort of evacuation plan 
became one of the great curiosities 
surrounding the incident. Expert 
opinion weighing in on that, how-
ever, was this was never much of 
an option  because it would be an 
undertaking fraught with danger.

Given, then, that passengers 
supposedly had no choice but rid-
ing out the nightmare, one would 
have expected a tangible mani-
festation of concern and empathy 
on Carnival’s part that was much 
more dignified than was evidenced 
in the compensation offered. A 
refund of the cost of the cruise 
was of course academic, including 
reimbursement of travel expenses 
and monies spent on board. No sur-
prise that some passengers would 
have reportedly scoffed at the offer 
of a credit equal to the price  of 
their ticket, good toward a future 
Carnival booking. What with many 
a vow made upon the ship’s dock-
ing in Mobile, never again to ven-
ture on another cruise! But it was 
in the $500 that Carnival obviously 

deemed adequate for passengers’ 
pain and suffering that the big stick 
of corporate autocracy made its 
loudest noise.           

The conditions aboard that 
ship, as described in passengers’ 
accounts in various press reports 
were such that one could not but 
share in the depression and frus-
tration that became their everyday 
reality for the period of being first 
disabled and subsequently endur-
ing the agonizingly slow process 
of being towed back to where they 
could at last disembark. Sewage 
dripping from roofs, reports indi-
cated. Folks sleeping on sewage-
soaked carpets. Properly washing 
up not an option. Candy replac-
ing the smorgasbord experience of 
their dreams, upon boarding. And 
their living hell circumscribed by 
putrid smells that no doubt has 
remained with many of them long 
after the ordeal ended. For this the 
Carnival decision makers decreed a 
compassion payout of $500. 

Worse, those among the misery 
stricken who might perhaps have 
been more inclined to litigious res-
olution, have probably discovered 
by now that route holds precious 
little promise of Carnival being 
made to compensate appropriately 
for service delivery failures such 
as this. They would have found out 
that cruise lines generally have a 
degree of protection, in the con-
tracts passengers sign with them 
where, barring proven injury, the 
plaintiff doesn’t have much of a leg 
to stand on. One can’t help think-
ing, though, that there must be, 
among the Triumph’s passengers, 
at least some for whom provable 
injury from living through those 
sub-human conditions can’t be 
that great a stretch.    

It’s not nearly the same type of 
scenario but the case of the Coata 
Concordia bears  some reference. 
In that cruise disaster a year ago 
off the coast of Italy, in which 
32 lives were lost and the vessel 
eventually sank, compensation was 
set at $15,000. Even allowing for 
the appreciable difference in scale 
between the two mishaps, $500 for 
those folks’ horrendous turn in the 
Gulf of Mexico seems tantamount 
to an insult.

But hey, those are the breaks. 
Coming on juggernaut-strong is no 
stranger to the ways of corporate 
autocracy. It’s Walmart and such 
like laying waste to countless mom 
and pop operations throughout the 
length and breadth of this coun-
try. It’s environmentalists forever 
back on their heels as Big Brother 
pooh-poohs conservationist values 
and commandeers whatever and 
whomever, if need be, in his deter-
mination that, at the end of the day, 
it is corporate autocracy that must 
prevail. And it is a cruise industry 
titan doing the requisite P.R. bit 
after a royal screw-up but, when 
it’s all done, keeping it real: “Sorry 
we had to put you through this, 
guys. Please understand, though, 
that there’s but so much we can do 
about it.”

The cruise business is boom-
ing at a clip that is the envy of 
many other sectors in the national 
economy. Faux pas like the Costa 
Concordia and the Triumph are 
but slight jitters on a really great 
ride, hardly enough for any course-
correction being introduced. The 
cruise business is, in other words, 
a perfect fit for corporate autocratic 
behavior…like $500 worth of good 
faith for five days of hell.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

FAMILY FEUD is a registered trademark of FremantleMedia
Operations BV.  www.fremantlemedia.com

©2013 NEW YORK LOTTERY. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 
YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER TO PURCHASE A LOTTERY TICKET.

TO PLAY THE SECOND CHANCE 
SWEEPSTAKES VISIT NYLOTTERYSWEEPS.COM.

When corporate autocracy has the last word
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ues at the door as we enter 
this debate, either. Our val-
ues should guide it. 

For example: as a busi-
ness owner, I don’t believe 
we should treat anyone with 
second-class status – not 
our workers, not our cus-
tomers, and not the new 
Americans who come here 
to start businesses of their 
own. The American promise 
is the promise of a land of 
opportunity, and the Ameri-
can entrepreneurial spirit is 
about going big, not going 
half way.

As a small business owner, 
I also believe in treating my 
workers like family. And I 
know that when an employ-

ee’s family is torn apart by 
our out-of-touch immigra-
tion policies, it has a direct 
impact on workplace morale 
and productivity. That’s 
why I support immigration 
reform that reunites fami-
lies or avoids breaking them 
apart to begin with.

Even with these compel-
ling reasons to move for-
ward with comprehensive 
immigration reform, there 
are still loud voices calling 
for costly enforcement-only 
approaches – more raids, 
more border patrols, more 
walls. But here’s what the 
President of the United 
States had to say about this: 
“I want to remind people, 
fearful people build walls. 

Confident people tear them 
down.”

That was a powerful ral-
lying cry from a recently-
inaugurated president. But 
it wasn’t President Obama. 
It was President George W. 
Bush, speaking to a crowd 
in Ohio more than 10 years 
ago. 

As President Bush’s words 
make clear, immigration 
reform – common sense, 
comprehensive immigra-
tion reform, not more walls 
– can and should be a bi-
partisan commitment. It 
is also long overdue. For 
small businesses and our 
economy, there’s no time to 
waste. Let’s capture this big 
moment.

over the centuries as trad-
ers, explorers, and mis-
sionaries, as they Frank-
ensteined into colonizers 
and enslavers who helped 
forge the incongruent cor-
nerstones of today’s “demo-
cratic” world. 

Guns were thus integral 
products of the slave-based 
Triangular Trade between 
Africa, Europe, and the 
Americas, which morphed 
into the most violent yet 
lucrative and sophisticated 
system of commerce there-
tofore. Some enslaved Afri-
cans arrived in America as 
highly-skilled blacksmiths 
and smelters, who were 
forced to help make the very 
guns and ships that perpet-
uated this cyclical inhu-
mane trade for enslaved 
laborers. By design, this 
system involved a contrived 
process whereby Africans 
would kill Africans with 
guns, while world audienc-
es of apathetic Europeans 
watched as their nations 
simultaneously benefited 
economically as a natural 
by-product. 

Understanding the racial 
dichotomies of this long and 
hostile history, it is not by 

happenstance that slavery 
ended in 1865 and the NRA 
was founded six years later 
in 1871. Certainly howev-
er the NRA and the vast 
majority of gun owners do 
not shoot-up moviegoers, 
nor kill schoolchildren, nor 
stockpile ammunition to 
fend-off Blacks in a future 
race war. Yet, it is not inac-
curate to conclude that the 
curse and apathy and elon-
gated shadow from centu-
ries of gun violence against 
and amongst Black people, 
exists unbroken today. 

With or without a Black 
president, African Ameri-
cans should have conse-
quently self-declared our 
expendability as an urgent 
and distinct national crisis 
long-ago, and then uncom-
promisingly demand that 
this purported “govern-
ment of the people” provide 
and apply distinct resourc-
es of remedy. 

In other words, Presi-
dent Obama’s “gun control” 
measures (background 
checks, mental health-
care, assault weapons ban, 
reduced magazines, etc.) 
prompted by the Newtown 
tragedy are great general 
steps. However, they fail 
dismally to recognize and 

fail substantively to redress 
the longstanding circum-
stances that cause gun 
violence to be the “Lead-
ing Cause of Death Among 
Black Teens.” To think oth-
erwise is delusional.

Despite all the prestig-
ious educational and polit-
ical institutions that are 
now integrated, America’s 
curse of racial gun vio-
lence continues unabated. 
Decades ago however, Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson cau-
tioned us of contributing 
to our own “undoing” and 
“worthlessness” through 
Western institutions. In 
this case, African Ameri-
cans are apparently being 
institutionally fashioned to 
be unfit to undo this curse 
that is paradoxically being 
camouflaged as freedom.

Ezrah Aharone is an 
adjunct associate professor 
at Delaware State Univer-
sity and the author of two 
acclaimed political books: 
Sovereign Evolution: Man-
ifest Destiny from Civil 
Rights to Sovereign Rights 
and Pawned Sovereignty: 
Sharpened Black Perspec-
tives on Americanization, 
Africa, War and Repara-
tions. He can be reached at 
www.EzrahSpeaks.com.

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 

UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 

HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 

BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 

AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 

Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 

Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 

Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 

Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 

No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

The Second Amendment

Boosting the economy
Continued from Page 10

Continued from Page 10

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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Call 1-877-255-9417

Brooklyn needs SUNY
Downstate Medical Center

Keep SUNY Downstate
a fully operational and public hospital!

New York needs SUNY’s public hospitals. And SUNY’s hospitals in
Brooklyn, Long Island and Syracuse need more state support to keep providing
life-saving medical care to millions of New Yorkers each year. 

Take SUNY Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn. This public hospital
provides essential health care services to thousands of patients each day,
regardless of their ability to pay. Money shouldn’t decide if you get
critical health care services.

Downstate also provides specialized services such as:
• The Center for Dialysis
• Alzheimer’s Disease and Memory Disorders Center
• The Children’s Hospital at SUNY Downstate

But without more state funding, Downstate’s future is in jeopardy. The hospital
could close or be privatized. Removing SUNY hospitals from legislative oversight
could mean the loss of critical health care services and thousands of jobs.

Because it relies heavily on hospital revenues, Downstate’s medical school could
also close. That would shut down an essential education pipeline for future
physicians and other health care providers.

It’s time to speak out to keep Downstate open and meeting the needs of Brooklyn
residents, today and tomorrow. 

Call your legislators. Tell them to restore the full state hospital subsidy of
$128 million for all SUNY hospitals. Tell them to send an additional $99 million
to SUNY Downstate to protect its vital services.

The union that makes SUNY work

Phillip H. Smith, President

United University Professions

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY

NewNew

Get back to daily 
activities next day! 

MOST INSURANCES 

ACCEPTED!

 Advanced Diagnostic 

Equipment 

 Minimal Invasive Surgery

 Quick Recovery

 Painless
Dr. Howard Frank, DPM

Board Certifi ed

1636 East 14th St., Suite 105

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Global Podiatry

(347) 954-0002

Bunions  Crooked Toes  Hammertoes  Corns  Callouses

Ingrown Nails  Heel Pain  Warts  Nail Fungus

FOOT PAIN?
Need to improve appearance? We can help!

347-954-0002
AFHC presents Dr. Frank as its Leading Podiatry Specialist

www.brooklynnypodiatrist.com
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Sévis Gratis Pou ManmFree Services For Enrolled Members

A Place Where You Will...A

Free Services For Enrolled Members
     Hot and Nutritious Meals and Snack
     Door to Door Transportation
     Games, Arts & Crafts, Computer Classes
     ESL & Languages Workshops
     Dance Classes & Music Therapy
     Health Education & Memory Exercises 
     Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Screening 
     Social Services

A Place Where You Will...
     Make New and Enjoy Old Friends
     Find Caring, Kindness, and Understanding
     Get More Out of Your Life

        100% Covered By Medicaid HMO

Sévis Gratis Pou Manm Inscrits
     Des Repas Chauds Et Des Collations Nutritives
     Porte A Porte De Transport Et Gratuits
     Jeux, Arts Et Metiers, Des Cours D’Informatique
     ESL Et Atelier De Langues
     Cours De Danse Et Musicotherapie
     Education De La Sante Et Des Exercices De Memoire
     Surveillance De La Pression Arterielle Et De La Diabete
     Services Sociaux

Un Endroit Ou Vous Pouvez...
     Faire De Nouveaux Amis
     Trouver La Bonte, La Compassion et La Comprehension
     Trouver La Meilleure Partie De La Vie

          100% Couvrir Par Medicaid  HMO

A safe and secure envoronment where you can spend the day and enjoy social and education activities 
that will allow you to enhance and maintain level of independence

SADC. Inc

1460 Flatbush Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11210
(Located Between Farragut and Glenwood Road)

TEL. 929-234-2900                                                                      FAX 718-889-2349www.SundanceSADC.com

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills.
We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. 
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. marks Painless Dental, you have a unique 
opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fi llings, root canals or even the most extensive oral 
surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, where we make it our fi rst priority 
to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and laughing gas is also available.

Gum Treatment
We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from simple prophylaxis to 
advanced gum and bone surgery.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
 Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. We combine the
 best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate unnecessary extractions.
 We also do Invisalign treatment.

 Dental Laboratory on Premises
 New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.
 

 Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283
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By Glenn Mollette
Our forefathers risked 

everything to establish this 
land of freedom. People have 
worked, prayed and died so 
that we might enjoy the free-
dom we have today.

“In 1775, as the colo-
nists assembled at the Vir-
ginia Convention debated 
whether to mobilize forces 
against the British, Patrick 
Henry gave an impassioned 
speech in support of the res-
olution from his pew in a 
Richmond church. “Is life so 
dear, or peace so sweet, as to 
be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery? Forbid 
it, Almighty God! - I know 
not what course others may 
take; but as for me, give me 
liberty or give me death!”1

 The enemies are far and 
wide who would rob us of 
our freedoms. Nations, ter-
rorist groups and evil dic-
tators would love to put a 
stranglehold on America and 
bring us down to their level. 
We must utilize every means 
to keep our nation safe from 
those who might become 
our tyrants. Whether it is 
military force or financial 
oppression by another 
nation, we must rally as a 
nation before we lose our 
liberty as a people.

 “Let every nation know, 
whether it wishes us well 
or ill, that we shall pay any 
price, bear any burden, meet 
any hardship, support any 
friend, oppose any foe to 
assure the survival and the 
success of liberty.”2

There are three impera-
tives pertaining to our lib-

erty.

We Must Keep Our 
Liberty

Liberty is much more 
than believing we are safe 
from another country’s inva-
sion and domination. This 
is very crucial but it is not 
Liberty in a nutshell.

We must not lose our 
freedom to dream and have 
hope for a brighter future. 
America has been a place of 
dreams. America has been a 
place where you could work 
for 25 or 30 years and then 
retire to fish or play golf or 
travel our beautiful country.

This country has been a 
place where we believed if 
we worked hard, lived right, 
saved our money that we 
would eventually be on top 
or at least have our head 
above water.

The American dream 
is slipping away from the 
average American. When I 
was in high school, every-
one believed they could work 
hard and someday own a 
house, a car and feed them-
selves. Things were tough 
all over Martin County in 
1964 when Lyndon Johnson 
came to our county to begin 
his campaign on poverty. We 
were poor, but we really did 
not know we were poor. I 
had one television station to 
watch which was WSAZ in 
Huntington, W.VA. We had 
a car and we had food to 
eat. We were blessed. My dad 
worked in a coal mine. For 
many years he drove four 
hours a day going to and 
returning from work. He was 

a worker and provider. Mom 
and dad worked hard.

A lot of our acquaintances 
and family moved to Colum-
bus, Ohio or Detroit to work 
in the automobile industry. 
We always believed we could 
move four hours north and 
there would be jobs.

These days most people 
in that region of the state do 
not think about going north 
for work. There are not as 
many jobs in Columbus or 
Detroit as there used to be.

A feeling of despair has 
settled in the hearts of many 
Americans. The high school 
drop out rate is greater than 
ever. People going to college 
can’t find a job when they 
graduate. After college the 
debt is so great that they 
are beginning their voca-
tional careers financially 
crippled. In many cases they 
are working minimum wage 
jobs, if they can find one. 
Our poorest in the country 
live in desperation because 
they feel like they are so 
down that it’s impossible to 
get up. The middle class sees 
so much of their paychecks 
going out the window in 
taxes that there is a feeling of 
“Why try? Why work so hard 
when everything goes to the 
government for taxes?”

Glenn Mollette is the 
author of ‘American Issues: 
Every American Has An 
Opinion’

He can be heard each Sun-
day night at 8 EST on XM 
radio 131

Write to him at gmollette@
aol.com or find him on face-
book. 

Let’s Keep Our Freedom

Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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NEED A TUTOR? 
NEED TO PASS THAT EXAM?

WE CAN HELP!
CALL US @ 917-583-8594  

OR VISIT ROKEN4LIFE.COM  
TO REGISTER

WE ALSO OFFER:

Substitute Teacher 1. 
Services

Music Lessons2. 

And a host of subjects3. 

Online Tutoring4. 

(WE ARE HIRING)

Commissioner of Police 
Stephen Williams have both 
denied the establishment of 
a new Flying Squad. Warner 
is insisting that there was 
no agreement to revive the 
new unit.

A former member of the 
disbanded Flying Squad, 
retired Inspector Mervyn 
Cordner claimed that he 
had approached Minister 
Warner to revive the Flying 
Squad, which was under the 
command of the late crime-
fighter Randolph Bur-
roughs, who later became 
commissioner of police.

Cordner alleged that 
he recruited a number 
of retired officers, who 
worked with that unit for 
about three months but to 
date have not been paid. 
The controversial unit was 
closed down in December 
last year.

U.S. Virgin Islands 
The former president and 

CEO of an upscale jewelry 
manufacturing company 
was fined nearly US$1 mil-
lion for smuggling black 

coral into the U.S. Virgin 
Islands recently.

Ashu Bhandari was also 
jailed for one month, com-
plete 300 hours of com-
munity service and pay 
US$230,000 to the Univer-
sity of the Virgin Islands 
for projects 
to research 
and pro-
tect black 
corals.

The sen-
tence marks the end of one 
of the largest federal case 
involving illegal trade in 
wildlife.

Bhandari pleaded guilty 
in November last year to one 
count of false classification 
of goods to hide shipments 
of internationally protected 
black coral that his former 
company, Gem Manufactur-
ing Inc. received from Tai-
wanese suppliers.

He was the last defendant 
to be sentenced in a case 
that spawned a three-year 
investigation that also sent 
two of his business partners 
to prison.

In 2011, Bhandari’s com-
pany was ordered to for-

feit dozens of jewelry items, 
sculptures and more than 
6,000 kilograms of raw 
black coral. The total value 
is about US$2.17 million.

Black coral is an organ-
ism that thrives in deep 
ocean waters and grows on 
rocks like a plant. It can live 
for hundreds or thousands 
of years and can be har-
vested for jewelry and other 
purposes under strict trade 
regulations.

Haiti
Amnesty International 

wants former Haiti Presi-
dent Jean-Claude Duvalier 
to either face a court hear-
ing over charges of human 
rights abuses or be arrest-
ed, amid fears that he may 
flee the country using a 
newly-granted diplomatic 
passport.

At a 
r e c e n t 
h e a r i n g , 
Duvalier – 
who is also 
known as 
“Baby Doc”- refused for the 
third time to face the court. 
The judge of the Court of 

Continued from page 2 

By Azad Ali
    Soca superstar Machel 
Montano was spared a 
possible jail term and 
instead fined by a magis-
trate, who ordered he also 
compensate the victims 
whom he beat some six 
years ago.

Magistrate Maureen 
Baboolal-Gafoor, presid-
ing in the Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, Magistrate 
Court on Tuesday (March 
25) rejected a plea for 
Montano and songwriter 
Kernal Roberts, who was 
also convicted on two 
assault charges, to serve 
community service for the 
offenses.

On Dec. 10, last year, 
Montano was found guilty 
on four charges, assault-
ing Gerard Bowrin, Janelle 
Lee Chee, Brandis Browne 
and Russell Pollonais dur-
ing a fracas at the Zen 
nightclub in Port of Spain, 
on April 26, 2007.

Roberts was found 
guilty of assaulting both 
Browne and Pollonais.

Montano was fined 
a total of TT $13,700 
(US$2,250) and ordered 
to pay compensation to 
the four victims totaling 
TT$13,500.

Montano, 38, the reign-
ing Groovy and Soca Mon-
arch champion, who was 
also charged with using 
obscene language was rep-
rimanded and discharged 
by the magistrate.

Failure to pay the fines, 
Montano could face up to 

two years in prison. 
Roberts, son of calyp-

so legend, the late Lord 
Kitchener (Aldwyn Rob-
erts), was fined a total of 
$13,000 and ordered to 
pay $4,000 in compensa-
tion to Browne and Pollo-
nais. Browne will receive 
TT$10,000 or Browne will 
face six months in jail.

Both accused were 
allowed until March 4 to 
pay the fines and com-
pensation.

Montano fined, spared jail time

TAX RETURNS
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE  

Evening and Sunday Appointments Available

THE TAX AUTHORITY
1386 Coney Island Ave (Ave J)

(718) 377-7800

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Machel Montano. Photo by William Farrington

Appeal has rescheduled a 
hearing for later this month 
and has instructed the pub-
lic prosecutor to bring him 
to that hearing.

The hearing was due to 
examine an appeal brought 
by victims of human rights 
violations against the Jan-
uary 2012 decision by an 
investigative judge not to 
put Duvalier on trial for 
violations of human rights 
so serious they amount to 
crimes against humanity – 
including torture, killings 
and disappearances com-
mitted during his time in 
office.

Compiled by Azad Ali
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

By Nelson A. King
One would hardly think 

that a registered nurse, with 
over 40 years of experience, 
would engage in the bak-
ery business, but Cynthia 
Williams-Bernard has done 
just that, fulfilling her life-
long dream.

Last Saturday, on a 
blustery and cold, wintery 
morning, Williams-Bernard, 
opened her first bakery in 
the heart of the Caribbean 
community in Brooklyn.

Williams-Bernard said 
the bakery, named Ethlyn’s 
Caribbean Bakery, after her 
grandmother Ethlyn Hec-
tor, replaces the Vincy Bak-
ery at 1621 Nostrand Ave., 
between Tilden Avenue and 
Beverly Road. The Vincy 
Bakery had closed its doors 
about a year ago shortly 
after its former co-owner 
Nicholas Clouden died.

“I thought about doing 
something for my retire-
ment and decided to open a 
bakery because my parents 
had a bakery while I was 
growing up,” Williams-Ber-
nard told Caribbean Life in 
an exclusive interview at the 
bakery, as Caribbean soca 
and calypso hits blared in 
the background. Her late 
parents were Ezekiel and 
Marion Elizabeth Williams, 
of Richland Park in St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines.

Williams-Bernard – who 

works full time with the 
United States federal gov-
ernment, at 26 Federal 
Plaza in Lower Manhattan, 
in charge of hospital pro-
grams – said she plans to 
retire from nursing in about 
two to three years.

In the meantime, she 
said she will be at the bakery 
on evenings and weekends, 

with a young employee in 
charge during the day. 

Williams-Bernard said 
her compatriot Hezekiah 
Hunte will be the baker on 
hand seven days per week, 
with assistance on Satur-
days from Barbadian Andy 
Williams.

“I chose bakery also 
because it does not con-

flict with my job,” said Wil-
liams-Bernard, disclosing 
that serious thought about 
launching the bakery came 
about a year ago. “Anything 
I’m doing should not con-
flict with the federal gov-
ernment. They have very 
strict rules about conflict 
of interest. 

“My goal is to expand 

(bakery) in a couple of years 
– get a bigger place and do 
delivery,” she added, stating 
that she chose the current 
location because it repre-
sents a wide cross-section of 
the Caribbean community. 

A Haitian bakery is locat-
ed two doors down, but 
Williams-Bernard said she 
is not worried about com-
petition since that bakery’s 
specialties and clientele are 
different.

“The Haitian bakery is 
not a threat to my busi-
ness,” she affirmed, stat-
ing that she specializes in 
a wide variety of “freshly 
baked” Vincentian and Car-
ibbean goods.     

Among the mouth-water-
ing delicacies are: Beef, 
chicken and codfish patties; 
cheese roll; pine and coco-
nut tart; jam puff; red belly; 
Bajan and coconut turno-
ver; cassava pone; bread 
and sweet potato pudding; 
currant and coconut roll; 
codfish cake; fried bakes 
and codfish; escovitch fish; 
Jamaica bulla; cross and 
cinnamon bun; heavy bread; 
coconut sweet bread; penny 
bread; and hard dough 
wheat bread.  

After graduating from the 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines’ School of Nursing 
in 1970, Williams-Bernard 
said she worked as a regis-
tered nurse at home for four 

years before migrating to 
New York. 

In New York, she said 
she worked in nursing with 
the State’s Department of 
Health for six years before 
joining the federal govern-
ment. 

Her stint with the fed-
eral government includes 10 
years in Miami, Fla, where 
she investigated Medicaid 
fraud and abuse.

[Medicaid is a jointly-
funded, federal-state health 
insurance program for low-
income and needy people, 
covering children, the aged, 
blind, and/or disabled and 
other people who are eligible 
to receive federally-assisted 
income maintenance pay-
ments. 

Thirty-two states and the 
District of Columbia provide 
Medicaid eligibility to peo-
ple eligible for Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) 
benefits. In these states, the 
SSI application is also the 
Medicaid application. Med-
icaid eligibility starts the 
same months as SSI eligi-
bility]. 

Williams-Bernard said 
she re-located to New York 
in July 2011, with the hope 
of realizing her bakery 
dream.

“I’m just following my 
dream and hoping the com-
munity will fully support me 
along the way,” she said. 

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Registered Nurse Cynthia Williams-Bernard (left) in front of her newly-opened Eth-
lyn’s Caribbean Bakery. Photo by Nelson A. King

Veteran nurse fulfills dream; opens bakery

SMALL BUSINESS    RESOURCES
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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Then you need a criminal defense 
attorney who will aggressively defend 
your rights. 

   on any and all legal matters

RUSS KOFMAN, ESQ.
118-35 Queens Blvd. 14th Fl.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

Toll Free
24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week 

ARRESTED?

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

clients arrested for any and all crimes.

855 NY NOT GUILTY
855 696-6848

Sheepshead Bay High School Campus*

Charter High School for Advanced Math and Science III
Charter High School for the Humanities III

3000 Avenue X
Brooklyn, NY 11235

APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 3, 2013

SUMMER 2013
*Location pending Panel for Education Policy vote

www.newvisions.org/charter/apply
646.470.0375

APPLY NOW!

not all criminals. The arti-
cle does not depict that all 
the deportees are criminal.  
Some of the deportees are 
people who have overstayed 
their work visa. While it is 
unfortunate for these peo-
ple to be deported, I am 
in favor of the removal of 
criminals and unproductive 
individuals. 

According to the recent 
study in the www.NewsA-
mericasnow.com, the arti-
cle on April 7, 2011, report-
ed that the United States 
of America deported more 
than 88,000 people in six 
months to Latin American 
countries and the Carib-
bean, Trinidad received 125 
deportees.  I remember vis-
iting Trinidad and although 
I had a good vacation I was 
always afraid of driving any 
long distance or visiting 
a beach if the beach was 
not heavily traveled.  The 
United States of America 

spends a great deal of rev-
enue to protect our land 
and remove unwanted ille-
gals. I have not heard much 
emphasis place on remov-
ing illegals in the Carib-
bean islands.  

All countries have some-
thing great to offer but let’s 
face it we as tourist are bias 
to the reports we read and 
if the reports suggest that 
a Caribbean island has a 
high crime rate, most likely 
we will not travel there. 
Just recently I met a tourist 
visiting New York from the 
South and she stopped me 
before entering the Brook-
lyn Bridge on the Manhat-
tan entry way to ask if I was 
a native New Yorker and 
was it safe for her to walk 
over the Brooklyn Bridge. 
She seemed to be in her 
late forties and she had a 
younger female friend with 
her. I thought to myself it 
was the middle of the day 
the bridge was extremely 

crowed, what could have 
possibly happen to her? 
This proves my point that 
we have misconceptions of 
the places we visit depend-
ing on the reports of crime. 
As a native New Yorker, I felt 
that she would have missed 
out by not taking the walk 
over the bridge and seeing 
the beautiful scene of both 
Brooklyn and Manhattan. 
The advice I gave her is 
the advice I will take for 
myself. I have long wanted 
to experience the Trinidad 
Carnival, therefore, I will 
explore visiting Trinidad at 
Carnival Season. I plan on 
following the travel guide 
that is posted for tourist 
and remain cautious when 
traveling to any city I am 
not familiar with. 

Kisha Shrouder
Executive MPA 
Baruch College
240-11 128th Ave 
Rosedale, NY 11422
(718)926-4193

Trinidad cleaning up its act 
Continued from Page 10

                                                               Then do as the MAJOR Government agencies do...
They call The Pros!!!…They call...TRUPROTECT!!!

GREEN  LEED  INSULATION  THERMAL BARRIER  SOUND REDUCTION 
FIRE SUPRESSION  MOLD REDUCTION  CEILING TILES

Up To 60% Savings On Utilities (Totally Documented) 

RF/EMI SHIELDING?
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Call them now at 1-877-219-5616
Ask for Mike or email him at mike2257@truprotect.com 

www.truprotect.com

BLOWN AWAY? 
NEED HELP REMODELING 

OR REBUILDING?

 We Remove All Darkness
 We Specialize in Spiritual Reunions 

With Lost Loved Ones
 Receive Advice on All Walks of Life

 Remove the Road Blocks in Your Life, 
Begin Your New Journey For the Year of 2013

 Now Available Private Parties

     914-835-7015
www.newagebeginnings.com

Spiritual Consultant
Receive 2 FREE Consultations By Phone

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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IF YOU…
� Worked or received unemployment in 2012
� Earned less than $18,000 with no dependents 
� Earned less than $51,000 with dependent
…YOU COULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO $7,700 IN EARNED INCOME  
TAX CREDITS.*  THESE CREDITS ARE MONEY BACK IN YOUR POCKET! 
FILE A RETURN.

IT’S YOUR MONEY AND WE WILL HELP YOU GET IT!
For locations, visit foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp  
or call (646) 315-7703. 
You may also be eligible for food stamps.  
Ask your tax preparer to learn more.

The Food Bank helps those who need it most with a 
meal today, resources for a secure tomorrow and 
nutrition education to live healthy lives.

Made possible through support from the New York City Council
*Amount of return depends on eligibility, income, credits and other factors. Refund based on tax year 2012 EITC eligibility requirements & maximum credits.

DON’T LOSE  
THE TAX REFUND 
YOU’VE EARNED

  

  

NEED SOME CASH?
We Gave Out $35 Million 

in Loans Last Year!

Visit our website at www.brfcu.org for more rate information.
Proudly serving Brooklyn for 75 years.

www.brfcu.org

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

1750 86th Street    Brooklyn, New York 11214
(718) 680-2121 

1609 Avenue Z   Brooklyn, New York 11236
(718) 934-6809

Open Monday - Saturday

Call or stop in to see how we can help you.

Call 1-877-255-9417

The union that makes SUNY work

Phillip H. Smith, President

United University Professions

Tell lawmakers to keep the promise.

KEEP THE PROMISE.
New York made a promise when it created the State

University—a promise to keep SUNY accessible to all

students. But today, the state is pulling back from that

promise.

A two-year funding freeze—on top of years of deep cuts in

state support—has shifted more of the cost of higher

education onto students and their families. 

Today, nearly 75 percent of SUNY’s operating budget

comes from tuition and fees, compared to a decade

ago when 75 percent came from the state. So more and

more funding for SUNY is coming from tuition and fees.

This amounts to an increasing burden on lower- and

middle-income families.

That shift threatens to erase student access.

Erase opportunity.

Erase hope for a brighter future for all New York.

Don’t let it happen. It’s time the state pays its fair share

to SUNY again.

Call your legislators. Tell them to increase funding for

SUNY in this year’s budget.
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364009
FEUER NURSING REVIEW
4C 3 x 5

364262
HARLEM UNITED 
4C 3 x 5

(StatePoint) Cooking from the 
garden is not like cooking from 
the store. There’s nothing more 
tasty, nutritious and satisfying 
than fresh, homemade meals 
made from the fruits, vegetables 
and herbs you grew yourself. 

Experts say that even with 
modest amounts of time and 
space, you can grow an organic 
garden plot that feeds your family 
all year long.

“The simplest methods of gar-
dening work best,” says Barbara 
Damrosch, organic gardening 
expert and co–author of the new 
book, “The Four Season Farm 
Gardener’s Cookbook,” which 
serves as both a garden guide and 
a healthful cookbook. “There is 
very little you can’t accomplish 
in the garden if you trust the sys-
tems that are already in place.”

Damrosch and co-author Eliot 
Coleman contend that organic 
vegetable gardening is not only 
healthful for you and your family, 
but is also good for the planet and 

can make a serious dent in your 
food expenses.

They are offering these great 
tips to anyone looking to grow and 
cook their own food:

• When choosing which plants 
to grow, consider how much space 
you have. Salad crops, for exam-
ple, give you the most variety in 
a garden of limited size. Consider 
prioritizing crops whose flavor is 
most notably lacking in super-
market varieties, such as toma-
toes, strawberries, cucumbers and 
melons.

• It helps to get to know differ-
ent plants on a family basis. Fam-
ily groupings are very important 
in planning how to rotate the 
crops in your garden from year to 
year, and much of the techniques 
that work for one vegetable, apply 

equally well to its cousins.
• Don’t let weeds get ahead 

of you. Once they’ve gained the 
upper hand, getting rid of them 
can seem almost impossible. The 
ideal time to control weeds is 
when they are tiny, right after they 
first appear. Take the extra time to 
plant in straight lines, which can 
help with weed control.   

• Veteran gardeners tend to 
be supportive resources to new-
comers. Let friends with green 
thumbs share their enthusiasm 
and expertise with you. Or get 
involved in an organic commu-
nity garden, where there is no 
shortage of experienced garden-
ers to consult.

• Pass up the modern habit of 
eating any crop, any time of year 
by letting your garden feed you. 
Fruits and vegetables that come 
from halfway around the world 
were often harvested far too early 
and can have a disappointing, 
bland taste. By planning meals 
from your garden, you’ll become 

a more creative, improvisational 
cook.

More gardening tips can be 
found at www.fourseasonfarm.
com.

Eating is one of the most 

important things we do, so don’t 
just settle for what the supermar-
ket has to offer. Gardening can 
revolutionize the way you eat, and 
help you take greater control of 
your family’s nutrition.

HEALTH

Feuer Nursing Review
Celebrating 42 Years of Helping Nursing Students

Pass the RN/LPN NCLEX

 Mention “QUEENS” – Get $40 OFF Tuition
Must mention code during registration

Live Review Schedule
New York: March 30-April 4, 2013

Ft. Lauderdale:  May 17-22, 2013
New York: June 22-27, 2013 

One-Day Pharmacology Course 
and RN/LPN Home Studies 

Available
  !yadot su llaC   
  ro NR-reueF-008   

  800-338-3776 
  www.f-n-r.net

Group Discounts Available!

Gardening can revolutionize the way you eat, 

Grow what you eat; 
Cook what you grow
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YAFFA’S LIVING WELL

First Session

$99 
Body Slimming 

& Sculpting
*New Clients Only

1322 E. 14th

Body Slimming & Sculpting 

Tailored to meet the unique needs 
of the individual according to their 
health condition.

Specifi c programs can include: 
Infrared Sauna, Lymphatic Drainage, 
Ionic Foot Bath, Diet Modifi cation and 
Specialized with Cancer Programs

By Nelson A. King 
The World Bank on Mar. 

5 called for a major inter-
national effort to expand 
renewable power genera-
tion in the Caribbean and 
other developing countries 
by tapping “an underuti-
lized resource,” geothermal 
energy.

World Bank Manag-
ing Director Sri Mulyani 
Indrawati called on donors, 
multilateral banks, govern-
ments and the private sec-
tor to join a “Global Geo-
thermal Development Plan 
(GGDP)” to better manage 
and reduce risks of explora-
tory drilling to bring what 
is now a marginal renew-
able energy source into the 
mainstream, and deliver 
power to millions. 

“Geothermal energy 
could be a triple win for 
developing countries: clean, 
reliable, locally-produced 
power.  And once it is up and 
running, it is cheap and vir-
tually endless,” said Indra-
wati, in launching the plan 
at the Iceland Geothermal 
Conference in Reykjavik. 

He said the World Bank 
Group, and many of our 
partners, support the goals 
of the Sustainable Energy 
for All initiative, led by U.N. 
Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon and World Bank Pres-
ident Jim Yong Kim. 

The World Bank said two 

of those goals are univer-
sal access to modern energy 
services, and doubling the 
world’s proportion of renew-
able energy.

 Indrawati said geother-
mal energy, mobilized by 
the “Global Geothermal 
Development Plan,” will 
be “a major step towards 
both.”

He said the World Bank 
and Iceland are already 
working together under a 
“Geothermal Compact” to 
support surface exploration 
studies and technical assist-
ance for countries in Afri-
ca’s Rift Valley. 

Indrawati said many 
developing countries are 
rich in geothermal resourc-
es, stating that at least 40 
countries have enough geo-
thermal potential to meet 
a significant proportion of 
their electricity demand. 

The World Bank said the 
GGDP expands on previous 
efforts by its global scope, 
and its focus on test drill-
ing. 

It said the GGDP will 
identify promising sites 
and leverage financing 
for exploratory drilling, to 
develop commercially viable 
projects.  

“Until now, our work has 
been at the country and 
regional levels,” Indrawati 
said. 

“These efforts are impor-
tant, and should continue.  
But a global push is what is 

needed now,” he added. 
“Only a global effort will 

put geothermal energy 
in its rightful place – as 
a primary energy source 
for many developing coun-
tries.  Only a global effort 
will pool resources to spread 
the risk effectively,” he con-
tinued. “It will let us learn 
from each other, from our 
failures and successes, and 
apply that learning.”

The World Bank said the 
GGDP’s initial target is to 
mobilize US$500 million. 

It urged donors can par-
ticipate in the GGDP by 
helping to identify viable 
projects, and through bilat-
eral assistance, as well as 
existing channels, such as 
the Climate Investment 
Funds (CIFs) or the Glo-
bal Environment Facility 
(GEF).  

The World Bank said it 
will convene donors later 
this year to discuss financ-
ing of specific geothermal 
projects under the plan. 

It said its financing for 
geothermal development 
has increased from US$73 
million in 2007 to US$336 
million in 2012, and now 
represents almost 10 per-
cent of the bank’s total 
renewable energy lending.

State University of New York

Brooklyn Educational 
Opportunity Center

Administered by the New York 
City College of Technology 
(CUNY)

Contact BEOC at 

718-802-3330 
or 

admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street

Brooklyn, New York 11201
(entrance on Boerum Place)

ADMINISTERED BY NYCCT

http://tinyurl.com/beocadmit

Passed Part of the GED? 
BEOC Can Help.

To Qualify for 
Consideration:

 Must have taken offi cial 

   GED exam within last 2 years

 Average score of 2250 or 

   higher

 No subject score less than 410

    Must meet BEOC eligibility requirements

GED X-Press 

Makes The Difference!

Expanding Caribbean renewable energy
“Geothermal 
energy could 

be a triple win 
for developing 

countries: clean, 
reliable, locally-

produced power.
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(Family Features) Whether it’s a 
tablet with an educational purpose 
or a big screen displaying the latest 
video game, the use of electronic 
technology is skyrocketing among 
kids. In fact, according to the Kai-
ser Family Foundation, children 
ages eight to 18 spend more than 
seven and a half hours with elec-
tronics every day. 

Unfortunately, all of that screen 
time can cause eye fatigue, and 
ultimately have an impact on 
your child’s overall vision and eye 
health.

To view things closer, our eyes 
automatically adjust by drawing 
inward; our pupils get smaller to 
focus, and our eye muscles adjust 
so we can see a clear image. As a 
result, extended use of electronic 
screens can cause tired, blurry or 
irritated eyes.

Intense focus on a video screen 
also leads to a diminished blink 
rate, which can result in eye inju-
ries.

Although there is no scientif-
ic evidence that computers and 
handheld electronic devices direct-
ly cause vision problems, using 
these devices wisely can help pre-
vent eye fatigue and strain, as well 
as associated headaches, blurred 

vision and dry eyes. 
To help protect your child’s 

vision, consider these tips from 
Ameritas, a leading provider of 
dental, vision and hearing care 
plans: 

* Know that prolonged use 
of electronic devices can exacer-
bate underlying eye conditions, 
so electronics should be used in 
moderation. Limit screen time to 
two hours or less a day (including 
watching TV, playing video games 
and using mobile phones).

* Encourage intentional blink-
ing while electronic devices are in 
use to help refresh eyes with natu-
ral moisture that helps prevent 
bacterial infections, dry spots and 
corneal breakdown. 

* Reduce additional eye strain 
by managing glare from windows 
and using low-watt bulbs in light 
fixtures.

* Keep computer screens 20 to 
28 inches away from the face.

* Practice a rule of 20s to give 
eyes a rest. Every 20 minutes, ask 
your child to look at least 20 feet 
away for 20 seconds before refocus-

ing attention up close again.
* Move around and change posi-

tions periodically while using a 
device.

* Watch for signs of eyestrain 
while electronic devices are in use, 
such as squinting, frowning at the 
screen or rubbing eyes.

* If vision problems or discom-
fort arise, schedule an appoint-
ment with an eye doctor for a pro-
fessional evaluation.

When taking into account time 
at the office in front of a computer 
screen, many adults regularly use 
electronic devices for as long as, or 

even longer than, their children. 
Following the same advice not only 
sets a good example, but it can help 
protect your own eye health. 

For additional information and 
tips for managing eyestrain while 
using electronics, visit www.amer-
itasinsight.com. 

HEALTH

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Serving the Caribbean Community  

for Over 25 Years

Now recruiting students for the 2013-14 Academic Year

IMPORTANT DATES!!
Application is due April 1, 2013

Lottery will be held on April 11, 2013

Opening Day for Students will be August 2013

A Public Elementary School in Community District 22 located at

ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!!

HLA is a  dual language public school with rigorous academic instruction in grades 
K-5: Hebrew and English Language Instruction, Enriched Math for High Performing 
Students, Israeli Culture and History, Chess Instruction, Community Service, Two 
Teachers in Each Class, and Extended School Day and School Year

Please visit our website to download an application at

WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG
APPLY TODAY!!

75 Kindergarten spaces available with limited space 
through Fifth Grade at the

Mother and daughter using digital tablet.     Photo courtesy of Getty Images

Protect young eyes in the technology age
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OUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 

or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Member FDIC

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

Bump-Up For 
A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL 

EDUCATION ACCOUNT DEPOSIT OF $2,000 

OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 

YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** 

REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING GIFTS OR AN 

AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

** 

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) 
are effective February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature 
withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to 
substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be 
at least one year.
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Family Dental Care

Dr. Michael Entin
(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave P)   718-758-2301

Teeth WhiteningFREE
Medicaid & Most 
Dental Insurances

Accepted
Most Major Credit
Cards Accepted

By Chudi Chukwudi
Fresh  from the release 

last month of her hard-hit-
ting, socially conscious “In A 
Di Jungle” single on the “Ras-
Vibe Records” label, Canadi-
an recording Reggae artiste 
“Tasha T” prepares for a New 
York run in early May after 
the release of “Real Talk” her 
highly-anticipated album, 
currently in the final stages 
of production.

“I am reaching out to the 
youth of the world telling 
them to stay away from vio-
lence and crime,” she states. 
“You can look to a better 
future if you get a good edu-
cation. To be successful in 
life; stay away from the gang-
ster thing; it does not pay. 
It’s not worth it. Life has so 
much more to offer. Live up 
and love up. It will suit you 
better”.

Tasha T is no stranger 

when it comes to providing 
positive upliftment for young 
people. In 2012, she served 
as the musical ambassador 
for the Read Across Jamaica 
Foundation, an organization 
whose mission is to introduce 
creative and interactive meth-
ods of reading that encourage 
children to enjoy literature. 
During that period, she vis-

ited over 20 primary schools 
in Jamaica, participating in 
reading activities and provid-
ing words of encouragement.

In A Di Jungle was record-
ed at Grafton Studios and pro-
duced by the legendary Mikie 
Bennett, dubbed by music 
insiders as the “Quincy Jones 
of Reggae”. The song features 
exciting vocal arrangements 
and crisp vocal phrasings, a 
dominant characteristic of 
Bennett production style.  
The single is available on CD 
Baby and through digital 
retailers worldwide.

The “Real Talk” album 
is due to be released April 
2013. 

Stay in tuned to all Tasha 
T activities, log on and like 
her at Facebook.com/TashaT-
Music or follow at Twitter.
com/TashaTashaT, YouTube.
com/RasVibeRecords, and  
Reverbnation:TashaT.

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Tasha T. Photo Credit:David 

Powell

In A Di Jungle
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For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Office: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar 
Waste Management

Antonia Yuille-Williams 
Con Edison

Nicole Robinson-
Etienne 
NY Aquarium

Alice Sena 
Sposabella

Yelena Makhnin 
Brighton Beach BID

Elena Solitario 
Pilo Arts

Linda Camarda 
Natural Balance

Dr. Millie Fell 
Brighton Eye

Camille Loccisano 
Frankie’s Mission

Liz Harris 
Heart of Brooklyn

April Mosqus 
Brooklyn Girl Film Festival

Pamela Williams Harris 
Coney Isl. Generation Gap

Trisha Ocona Francis 
realestateOCONA,LLC

Dr. Melony Samuels 
Bed Stuy Against Hunger

Renee McClure 
National Grid

Christine Blackburn 
Corcoran

Kathleen Henderson 
Carroll Park Playground

Ana Oliveira 
Investors Bank

Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman 
Union Temple

Eileen Muller 
Brooklyn Public Library

Elisa Padilla 
Barclays Center/Brooklyn 
Nets

Debbie Carter 
St. Francis de Sales Church

Dr. Kara Pasner 
NYC Technical College

Sponsored by

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Join us for

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S

5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Publication Date:  
Friday, April 26, 2013  

Deadline for congratulatory messages: 
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez

Brooklyn Reporter

Jeanine Ramirez joined NY1 News in October 1996 and covers Brooklyn’s schools, 
politics, religions and neighborhoods. She also is the lead reporter on many  

Latino issues. A native Brooklynite, Ramirez majored in communications both at 
Brooklyn Technical High School and Fordham University.

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service
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Twenty-three junior musi-
cians from Brooklyn’s NPF 
Youth Orchestra will per-
form with acclaimed musi-
cians from Julliard, N.Y.U. 
and Manhattan School of 
Music in the 2nd Annual 
Collaborative Concert on 
March 22, 2013 at the St. 
Ann & The Holy Trinity, 157 
Montague St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201 from 7:00 p.m.

The Noel Pointer Founda-
tion and Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music host the event 
to bring together a diverse 
cross section of New York 
communities while offering 
young musicians a once in a 
lifetime performance oppor-
tunity. The grand finale will 
be a special performance of 
George Gershwin’s “Rhapso-
dy in Blue,” featuring World 
Piano Competition Winner, 
Tatiana Tessman. Mayoral 
candidate, Ceceilia Berkow-
itz will also be on hand to 
speak about the importance 
of music education in New 
York public schools.

“Rhapsody in Blue” is a 
strategic choice for the Noel 
Pointer Youth Orchestra. 
The late Noel Pointer was a 
classically trained musician 
who became a renowned 
jazz authority. Gershwin 
added jazz elements to clas-
sical compositions. Used in 

films like Manhattan, Rhap-
sody is often interpreted as a 
musical portrait of New York 
City. Through the process of 
putting this event on, NPF’s 
young musicians are dis-
covering Rhapsody’s unique 
rhythms and chromatic har-
monies while making new 
alliances with some of New 
York’s brightest musical tal-
ents.

Tatiana Tessman (Fea-
tured Pianist), winner of 
the World Piano Competi-
tion in 2006, graduated from 
the Moscow Conservatory of 
Music with a BM and MM in 
Piano Performance. She is 
now the MSM Professor of 
Piano at Columbia Univer-
sity and teaching artist at 
Manhattan School of Music 

and NPF’s Saturday Strings 
Program.

Jesse Henkensiefken (NPF 
Youth Orchestra Conductor) 
has collaborated with some 
of the world’s most renowned 
artists including Yo-Yo Ma 
and Rachel Barton. Heken-
siefken has a Doctorate in 
Musical Arts from the Uni-
versity of Kansas and cur-
rently performs with Ensem-
ble Du Monde and the New 
York Chamber Players.  He 
is a teaching artist for NPF’s 
Saturday Music Program and 
conductor of the NPF Youth 
String Orchestra.

Founded in 1995, The 
Noel Pointer Foundation 
is a not-for-profit that dra-
matically enriches children’s 
lives.

By Vinette K. Pryce
Anansi, one of the most 

important characters in 
West African and Carib-
bean folklore is coming 
to New York and will set-
tle in Brooklyn on April 
13. The trickster charac-
ter will make a one-time 
only appearance when a 
storytelling concert per-
formed by the environmen-
tal friendly group Bash the 
Trash introduces “Tales of 
Anansi.” 

The performance will 
celebrate Earth Day and is 
booked into Brooklyn Cent-

er for the Performing Arts 
at Brooklyn College (BCBC). 
Slated for 2:00 p.m., the 
group uses African-inspired 
musical instruments made 
from recycled and reused 
materials to relay stories 
and songs.  BTT focuses on 
how the arts and science 
work together.

They also integrate edu-
cational performances to 
combine and deliver lessons 
of environmental aware-
ness with family friendly 
entertainment. 

BCBC will also mark 
Earth Day 2013 by hosting 

its sixth annual National 
Grid Earth Day Celebration 
on the plaza outside Walt 
Whitman Theatre.  Featur-
ing interactive family activ-
ities, educational materi-
als, street performers and 
promotional giveaways, the 
community festival will 
highlight the need for con-
serving energy, recycling in 
the home, and heightening 
awareness of the environ-
mental global issues. The 
celebration is free and open 
to the public. For more on 
the activities log onto www.
BrooklynCenterOnline.org

FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Jah-Kym McMillon, Downtown Brooklyn
“I think the Nets had a good season. The reason why they won 
was because of teamwork and chemistry. They get along and 

they’re fun to watch.”
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Members of the Noel Pointer Youth Orchestra. 

Bash The Trash to perform 
‘Tales Of Anansi’ folklore

Junior musicians get 
a Julliard break
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By Nelson A. King
 A leading Guyanese-born 

academician has been pro-
moted to a top position at 
a major university in the 
United States.

Dr. Leon C. Wilson, for-
merly the dean of Alabama 
State University (ASU) Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences, has been 
promoted to ASU’s interim 
provost and vice president 
for Academic Affairs, accord-
ing to ASU’s president, Dr. 
William H. Harris.

Wilson had served as dean 
of ASU’s College of Liber-
al Arts and Social Sciences 
since 2011. 

Founded in 1867, ASU is a 
historically black university 
located in Montgomery, Ala.

“Dr. Wilson is a very sea-
soned academic administra-
tor and is highly prepared to 
help to lead the University 

during this time,” Dr. Harris 
said. “We look forward to his 
tenure in this position.” 

Wilson, who was born in 
West Coast Berbice, Guyana, 
told Caribbean Life that “any 
career elevation of any sort 
is never a singular effort. 

“I am ever grateful to 
those who have helped along 
the way. From the time my 
grade school teacher (in 
Guyana, Gwendoline Rey-
nolds) convinced my par-
ents to ‘send me away’ from 
the countryside in search of 
better educational opportu-
nities in New Amsterdam 
(Guyana), the climb has 
been steady,” he said.   

“The drive for excellence 
is influenced by my convic-
tions that maximizing one’s 
gifts is a spiritual respon-
sibility,” he added. “But 
accomplishments for me 
have always been a call to 

service.” 
Dr. Wilson said academic 

leadership, in the context 
of shrinking budgets and 
greater demands for excel-
lence, is daunting, adding, 
however, that ASU is “ready 
for the challenge.  

“I would not have accept-
ed this responsibility if I 
were not convinced that we 
have the will and capacity to 
make a difference,” he said. 

“I will be deliberate about 
elevating the rich academic 
and professional legacies of 
ASU as the renewed catalyst 
for our future directions, 
and we will be a player that 
is imperative for educational 
change in this country,” he 
added. 

In making the announce-
ment, Dr. Harris also praised 
the work of interim associate 
provost and vice president 
for Academic Affairs, Dr. 

Sharron Herron-Williams, 
who “has helped to provide 
administrative leadership 
and support to the mission 
of the provost’s office for 
several months.” 

Dr. Wilson received his 
Master of Arts (M.A.) and 
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. 
D) in sociology from the 
University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, in 1986 and 1989, 

respectively.
He majored in social psy-

chology, with a minor in 
social organization, and had 
significant advanced train-
ing in statistics. 

He also holds an M.A. in 
religion and counseling from 
Andrews University, Berrien 
Springs, Mich., and a Bach-
elor of Theology from Car-
ibbean Union College (now 

University of the Southern 
Caribbean), Trinidad. 

Before moving to East 
Carolina University as pro-
fessor and chair of the 
Department of Sociology, 
Dr. Wilson spent almost 20 
years at Wayne State Univer-
sity in Detroit, Mich., in the 
ranks of assistant professor 
to professor, and as Depart-
ment Chair for seven years. 

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

Dr. Leon C. Wilson. Photo courtesy of Alabama State University

Top post for 
Guyanese academic
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Brunch 2 for $20.13
Lunch 1 for $20.13 and
Dinner 1 for $28.00
at these Restaurants

Key:
B Serving Brunch
D Serving Dinner
L Serving Lunch
k Serving Kosher
$ Dine Again Gift Card

BAY RIDGE
101 Restaurant & BarL
718-833-1313

Areo RestaurantL
718-238-0079

Arirang hibachi SteakhouseD
718-238-9880

Beebo Seafood &
Raw BarBD$
718-491-4400

Cappuccino CaféLD
718-238-8700

Casa PepeD$
718-833-8865

Cebu Bar and BistroLD$
718-492-5095

Chadwicks RestaurantD
718-833-9855

Embers SteakhouseLD
718-745-3700

Fushimi Japanese
CuisineLD$
718-833-7788

Giacomo’s Wood Fired Pizza
& TrattoriaLD
718-439-6993

Gino’s Restaurant D
718-748-1698

Greenhouse Café LD
718-833-8200

Hunter’s Steak &
Ale House LD$
718-238-8899

The Pearl Room BLD$
718-833-6666

Petit OvenD
718-833-3443

Ponte Vecchio L
718-238-6449

Sancho’s D
718-748-0770

Sofia Ristorante Italiano LD$
718-680-4242

Tanoreen LD
718-748-5600

The Wicked MonkLD$
347-497-5152

Trace RestaurantBLD
718-921-9500

Tuscany Grill D$
718-921-5633

BENSONHURST
Europa Restaurant
& PizzeriaD$
718-232-7206

La PalinaD
718-236-9764

BERGEN BEACH
Il PostoD
718-241-4317

BOERUM HILL
Apartment 138 LD$
718-838-0556

Bacchus LD$
718-852-1572

Lunetta D$
718-488-6269

M.O.B. USAL
718-797-2555

BOROUGH PARK
Bistro 1310 Dk
718-483-8792

El Gaucho Glatt
Steakhouse LDk$
718-438-3006

Glatt A la CarteLk
718-438-6675

BRIGHTON BEACH
Tatiana Restaurant LD
718-891-5151

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS
Armando’s D
718-624-7167

BevaccoLD
718-624-1444

Caffé Buon Gusto BLD
718-624-3838

Chez Moi BLD
347-227-8337

Heights Cafe LD
718-625-5555

Queen Ristorante LD
718-596-5955

CARROLL GARDENS
Brooklyn Southern LD
718-855-5700

Buttermilk ChannelD
718-852-8490

Marco Polo Ristorante LD
718-852-5015

Palo Cortado D
718-407-0047

Provence en Boite BLD
718-797-0707

CLINTON HILL
Belli Osteria D
347-799-1230

Five Spot BL$
718-852-0202

Il Porto D
718-624-0954

Maggie Brown D
718-643-7001

Mojito Cuban Cuisine
BLD$
718-797-3100

Putnam’s Pub and Cooker D
347-799-2382

The WallaceD
347-689-9137

COBBLE HILL
Bocca Lupo LD
718-243-2522

HibinoD
718-260-8052

Izakaya On SmithD
718-855-2020

Jolie CantinaLD
718-488-0777

Strong PlaceD
718-855-2105

Watty & Meg LD$
718-643-0007

COLUMBIA WATERFRONT
Alma Restaurant D
718-643-5400

Caselnova Trattoria D
718-522-7500

ChioBD
718-237-4300

MazzatBLD$
718-852-1652

Petite CrevetteD
718-855-2632

CONEY ISLAND
Gargiulo’s Restaurant LD$
718-266-4891

CROWN HEIGHTS
Bar Corvo D
718-230-0940

DITMAS PARK
Picket Fence BLD
718-282-6661

Purple Yam B
718-940-8188

The Farm on Adderly L
718-287-3101

DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN
Junior’’s Restaurant LD
718-852-5257

La Defense BLD$
718-855-4200

DUMBO
Water Street Restaurant
& Lounge D$
718-625-9352

DYKER HEIGHTS
Colandrea New Corner
Restaurant D
718-833-0800

Mama Rao D
718-745-2269

Vaccaro LD
718-238-9447

FORT GREENE
Caffe E Vino BLD
718-855-6222

Lola BKLYNBLD$
718-858-1484

Chez Oskar LD
718-852-6250

Deniz RestaurantLD$
718-852-6503

GraziellasD
718-789-5663

Luz D
718-246-4000

MadibaBLD$
718-855-9190

Mullanes Bar & Grill D
718-797-7606

Olea D
718-643-7003

ScopelloBLD$
718-852-1100

GRAVESEND
L & B Spumoni Gardens L
718-449-1230

GREENPOINT
Lokal Bistro LD
718-384-6777

LEFFERTS GARDENS
Mango Seed BD$
347-529-1080

MARINE PARK
Buckley’s Restaurant D$
718-998-4222

Michael’s D
718-998-7851

Osaka Japanese
Restaurant LD
718-891-6200

Salvi Restaurant D
718-252-3030

MIDWOOD
Estihana Brooklyn BLDk$
718-677-1515

King Bites LDk
718-339-8700

Mama Lucia’s
Restaurant D$
718-434-9858

Subsational LDk
718-483-8792

MILL BASIN
Tasty TavernBLD$
718-692-1020

PARK SLOPE
12th Street Bar & Grill D$
718-965-9526

200 Fifth D$
718-638-2925

al di la Trattoria L
718-783-4565

Anthony’s BD
718-369-8315

AOC Bistro BD
718-788-1515

Aperitivo D
718-369-1123
applewood D$
718-788-1810

Athena Mediterranean
Cuisine LD$
718-965-4578

Bar TanoLD
718-499-3400

Bar Toto LD
718-768-4698

Benchmark Restaurant BLD$
718-965-7040

Blue Ribbon Brooklyn D
718-840-0404

Bogota Latin Bistro D
718-230-3805

Campo de Fiori BLD
347-763-0933

Dizzy’s D
718-499-1966

Dizzy’s on 5th Bar and DinerD
718-230-5551

Faros RestaurantBLD$
718-623-2767

Giovanni’s Brooklyn Eats D
718-788-8001

J Pan SushiD
718-788-2880

KiwianaLD
718-230-3682

Melt BLD
718-230-5925

Miriam D
718-622-2250

Moim Restaurant BLD
718-499-8092

Monte’s LD
718-852-7800

Nana Restaurant BLD
718-230-3749

OkeanosBLD
347-725-4162

Palo Santo BD
718-636-6311 

Peperoncino D
718-638-4760

Piccoli Trattoria D
718-788-0066

ProviniLD
718-369-2154

Rose Water D$
718-783-3800

Santa Fe Grill D
718-636-0279

Scottadito Osteria Toscana LD$
718-636-4800

Soigne Restaurant
& Wine Bar D
718-369-4814

Sotto Voce Restaurant D
718-369-9322

Stone Park Café L
718-369-0082

The Rooftop Restaurant D$
718-858-1100

RED HOOK
Brooklyn CrabD
718-643-2722

Kevin’sD$
718-596-8335

SHEEPSHEAD BAY
Baku Palace LD
718-615-4700

Clementes Crabhouse D
718-646-7373

il Fornetto RestaurantD$
718-332-8494

Liman RestaurantL
718-769-3322

SUNSET PARK
Maria’s Bistro Mexicano D
718-438-1608

WILLIAMSBURG
1 or 8 D
718-384-2152

Allswell D
347-799-2743

Aurora Brooklyn D
718-388-5100

Baci & Abbracci BD$
718-599-6599

Bamonte’s Restaurant LD
718-384-8831

D.O.C. Wine BarD$
718-963-1925

FadaD
718-388-6607

FushimiLD$
718-963-2555

Giando on the Water LD
718-387-7000

Hachi BLD
718-218-9888

La PiazzettaBLD$
718-349-1627

Lisola Italian
RestaurantLD$
718-599-0200

Miss Favela LD
718-230-4040

Miranda Restaurant BLD$
718-387-0711

My Moon Restaurant D
718-599-7007

Patrizia’s Pizza and Pasta LD
718-218-9272

PT RestaurantD
718-388-7438

Sindicato De CocinerosD
347-422-0727

StationLD$
718-599-1596

Sweetwater BLD$
718-963-0608

The Saint Austere D
718-388-0012

Tabare RestaurantD
347-335-0187

Zenkichi D
718-388-8985

WINDSOR TERRACE
Hamilton’sD
718-438-0488

Le P’tit Paris BistroBLD$
718-369-3590

Brunch 2 for $20.13
Lunch 2 for $20.13 and
Dinner 2 for $28.00
at these Restaurants

BAY RIDGE
Vesuvio LD
718-745-0222 

BEDFORD STUYVENSANT
Hot House D
718-483-9111

Peaches Restaurant D
718-942-4162 

BOERUM HILL
La Flor Del Paraiso LD
718-643-0037

SottocasaD
718-852-8758

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS
Asya Indian RestaurantD$
718-858-6700

Atlantic ChipShop LD
718-855-7775

ShukDk
718-522-4500

CARROLL GARDENS
Jake’s Bar-B-Que LD
718-522-3981

CLINTON HILL
Caribbean Soul D
718-399-7200

Marietta D
718-638-9500

FORT GREENE
67 Burger L
718-797-7150

GREENPOINT
Krolewskie Jadlo D
718 383 8993 

MILL BASIN
Mill Basin Deli BLDk$
718-241-4910

PARK SLOPE
67 Burger L
718-399-6767

AperitivoL
718-369-1123

Baluchi’s Restaurant BLD$
718-832-5555

Cantina LD
718-369-5850

El Pollito Mexicano D
718-636-5269

Fort Reno BBQ BD
347-227-7777

Mulino Ristorante D
718-398-9001

The Park Slope ChipShop
LD
718-832-7701

Piramide Mexican Restaurant
BD
718-499-0002

Sotto Voce Restaurant L
718-369-9322

PROSPECT HEIGHTS
Bombay Masala LD
718-230-7501

Joy Indian Restaurant BLD
718-230-1165

SHEEPSHEAD BAY
il Fornetto RestaurantL
718-332-8494

SUNSET PARK
Maria’s Bistro Mexicano L
718-438-1608

COURSES3
“Foodies, the wait is over!” 

 — Marty Markowitz

AN INITIATIVE OF
BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT

MARTY MARKOWITZ
WWW.BROOKLYN-USA.ORG

CALL ANY OF THE PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS TO MAKE A RESERVATION AND BE SURE TO MENTION “DINE IN BROOKLYN.”
(AVAILABILITY IS LIMITED, SO PLEASE CANCEL ANY RESERVATIONS YOU CAN'T KEEP.) *DOES NOT INCLUDE BEVERAGES, TAX OR GRATUITY
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Monday-Friday 9am-6pm; Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sunday

Now Available
High Defi nition

DIgital Progressives
Call For Pricing & Info

Now Carrying
Ernest 

Hemingway
Vintage Inspired 

Eyewear

IMMIGRATION
  

 REMOVAL/DEPORTATION – IMMIGRATION COURT
 GREEN CARD PETITIONS for Family, Fiancés 

ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS, CITIZENSHIP, INTERVIEWS

ARE YOU AN ABUSED SPOUSE?
Is your spouse refusing to file for you?  Refusing to attend the interview?

Abusing or has abused you?   We may be able to help you get your Green Card

DIVORCE – Uncontested 
REAL ESTATE - Contracts and Closings

WILLS 

Law Offices of

Sandra Robinson Kerr
728 Chauncey Street

Brooklyn, NY 11207

(347) 673-2644
(By Appointment Only)

g
S

By Tangerine Clarke
Guyana-American Lorna 

Welshman-Newlett, a sen-
ior manager in the Sales 
and Marketing Administra-
tion of Clarins Fragrance 
Group, is one of the “25 
Influential Black Woman in 
Business” to be honored at 
The Network Journal’s 15th 
Annual Awards on March 
21, in Manhattan’s Marriott 
Hotel. 

I feel very special been 
selected for this prestig-
ious award, said Welshman-
Neblett, who is honored that 
she is being recognized by 
The Network Journal as one 
of the influential women in 
business, especially, during 
Women’s History month.

“I am being recognized 
for my daily responsibilities 
in the fragrance industry, 
in addition to my dedication 
to cancer awareness both in 
New York and Guyana, my 
country of birth, adds the 
nominee. I must expound 

that this award also belongs 
to my co-workers, the sup-
porters, patrons and the 
community who have all 
made this possible.  

“ I plan to continue 
the Annual Breast Cancer 
Awareness Walk in New York 

in support of the American 
Cancer Society,” she added.

Welshman-Neblett has 
had an exceptional career 
working with popular 
brands, Charles of the Ritz, 
Revlon, Parfums Bouch-
eron, and Elizabeth Arden.

Guyana-American Lorna Welshman-Newlett. 
Photo courtesy of Lorna Welshman-Newlett

Lorna Welshman Neblett, 
influential Black woman
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI
P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL!

$1,699

2635 NOSTRAND AVE . BETWEEN AVE L&M . 718-554-5632
nydentalimplantassociates.com | nyimplants@gmail.com
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-
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AMERICAN MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER
UNIVERSAL MEDICAL CAREER TRAINING CENTER

Affordable Payment Plan *Day, Evening & Weekend Classes
Job Placement Assistance Available

On Site Testing for Nursing Assistant

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

American Medical Career
Training Center

150–28 Hillside Ave., Jamaica

Universal Medical Career
Training Center

176–01 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica

NURSING ASSISTANT NURSING ASSISTANT

PATIENT CARE TECH PATIENT CARE TECH

PHYSICAL THERAPY AIDE MEDICAL BILLING

MEDICAL LAB TECH EKG TECH/ PHLEBOTOMY TECH

MEDICAL ASSISTANT MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Job
On 

e
nt

AmerMedCTC@aol.com

718–657–1562 718–739–6768

ENROLL NOW IN A MEDICAL CAREER!

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

By Tangerine Clarke
Davina Seoparsan is 

quite an accomplished 
young lady at the ten-
der age of 16. This over 
achiever is the reign-
ing Miss America Jun-
ior Teen - who also won 
the Optional National 
Speech competition, 
was first runner-up in 
the Talent competition 
and third runner-up in 
the National Actress 
competition.

Born in Virginia 
to Guyanese parents 
- Nirmala, a compu-
ter analyst, and father 
Dharmindra, a phar-
macist, Davina is 
enrolled in the Inter-
national Baccalaure-
ate program at J. R 
Tucker High School 
in Virginia. Her aca-
demic excellence led 
her to the pageant sys-
tem that focused on 
promoting young women 
who were at the top of their 
class and involved in the 
community. 

This program propelled 

this brilliant teen to suc-
ceed at every level. She 
became the president of the 
Diversity club and shared 
her talents and initiatives 
with many others that 

include Model 
UN, Forensics, 
TSA and Kick off 
Mentors. She is 
also an officer in 
the YMCA’s Teen 
Leader’s Club and 
attended the Blue 
Ridge School of 
Leadership. 

Setting a very 
high standard 
for her peers to 
follow, Davina 
used her title to 
inspire and edu-
cate others such 
as a friend who 
confided in her 
about depression 
and suicide. 

This was a seri-
ous undertak-
ing that Davina 
approached with 
passion. She cre-
ated “Together 
We Can Celebrate 
Life” a non-profit 

organization, that led to 
her publishing a booklet on 
the subject to aid teens and 
their parents in her com-
munity. 

2013 Miss America Junior Teen Davina 
Seoparsan. Photo courtesy Coed Pageants

Teen queen has big dreams
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 By Diana Lee
After a multi-year cam-

paign, the Street Vendor 
Project of the Urban Justice 
Center (SVP) and dozens of 
vendors gathered Wednes-
day in Manhattan to cel-
ebrate the City Council 
vote to lower the maximum 
fines for street vendors and 
change the way vending 
fines escalate. Street ven-
dors have routinely received 
fines of as much as $1,000 
for minor infractions unre-
lated to health and safe-
ty, such as being inches 
too close to a doorway or 
having a vending license 
in their pocket instead of 
around their necks. 

The Street Vendor 
Project  has worked for 
years to lower these fines 
that often cause vendors to 
lose their livelihoods and  
recently launched a cam-
paign with hundreds of fly-
ers on vendors’ carts urging 
the Council to lower ven-
dor fines. Speaker Quinn 
responded by announc-
ing her support last week. 
Mayor Bloomberg has indi-
cated publicly that he plans 
to veto the bill, but advo-
cates expect to have the 
City Council’s support to 
override any such veto.

 “Today, street vendors 
will make history” said 

Sean Basinski, director of 
the Street Vendor Project. 
“Never before has our city 
passed a law to make things 
easier for people who work 
hard on our street every 
day. This is a victory not 
just for vendors, but all 
working New Yorkers who 
feel squeezed by tickets and 
taxes and fines.” 

 “This is a positive move 
towards helping hard work-
ing families that make 
street vending their source 
of income,” said Rafael 
Samanez, executive direc-
tor of VAMOS Unidos. 
“Many street vendors are 
in the brink of bankruptcy 
and fines of $1,000 have led 
to many hardships in our 
community.” 

“Unfair fines prevent 
mobile food vendors from 
better serving New York-
ers,” said David Weber from 
the New York City Food 
Truck Association. “This 
legislation is a good first 
step towards creating an 
environment that will allow 
mobile food entrepreneurs 

to thrive.” 
“The Business Center for 

New Americans applauds 
the Street Vendor Project 
for this tremendous vic-
tory,” said Yanki Tshering, 
executive director of the 
Business Center for New 
Americans. “From our van-
tage point, working with 
immigrants and refugees, 
we see first-hand how these 
huge fines disrupt the lives 
of vendors by causing debt, 
damaging credit, and even 
destroying livelihoods.”  

“The lesson from this 
street vendor victory, for 
all New Yorkers, is that 
activism works,” said Hugh 
Hogan, executive director of 
the North Star Fund, which 
helped fund the campaign. 
“When we give resources to 
people directly affected by 
unjust policies, they keep 
working until they win.”

The Street Vendor 
Project is a membership-
based project with more 
than 1,500 active vendor 
members who are working 
together to create a ven-
dors’ movement for perma-
nent change. It is part of 
the Urban Justice Center, 
a non-profit organization 
that provides legal repre-
sentation and advocacy 
to various marginalized 
groups of New Yorkers.

Victory for City 
vendors

“Unfair fines 
prevent mobile 

food vendors from 
better serving New 

Yorkers

Dozens of street vendors rally at City Hall to show support for lower fi nes and thank 
Speaker Quinn and City Council.
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© 2013 VNSNY CHOICE

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

CALL NOW FOR THIS
FREE BROCHURE FROM 
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK

1-855-AT CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) TTY: 711
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org/choicemltc

Are you eligible for Medicaid? Do you need ongoing care at 
home? Then you may qualify for a health plan from VNSNY 
that’s designed to help you live safely at home – even if you 
need help with day-to-day activities like bathing, dressing 
and preparing meals. You can keep your own doctor (as long 
as the doctor agrees to work with the plan), and most often 
you can keep the aide you have now. 

VNSNY CHOICE MLTCManaged Long Term Care 
The health plan for New Yorkers with complex health needs.
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Florence Nightingale is 
perhaps the most known 
woman to be credited for 
serving as a pioneering 
professional in the field of 
nursing. Throughout the 
world she is acclaimed, the 
founder of modern nurs-
ing. Popularly referred to 
as “The Lady With The 
Lamp” -- due to her habit 
of tending to the sick at 
night -- the rich, well-trav-
elled, upper-class, British 
legend was actually born 
near Florence, Italy, May 
12, 1820.

However, 15 years before 
Nightingale’s birth, Mary 
Seacole was born in King-
ston, Jamaica.

Her father was a Scottish 
army officer and her moth-
er a free Black woman who 
ran a boarding house in the 
capital city of Kingston. 

Of her Black roots Sea-
cole allegedly stated: “I 
have a few shades of deeper 
brown upon my skin which 
shows me related—and I 
am proud of the relation-
ship—to those poor mor-
tals whom you once held 

enslaved, and whose bodies 
America still owns.” 

Seacole’s mother treated 
the sick.

Allegedly, she believed in 
using herbal medicines to 
cure ailing patients. These 
medicines were based on 
the knowledge of slaves 
who were brought to the 
island from Africa.

By her deeds and in true 
Jamaican form she became 
known as a “doctress.”

According to historical 
data, Seacole loved travel-
ling and as a young woman 
visited the Bahamas, Haiti, 
Panama and Cuba. In these 
countries she collected 
details of how people used 
local plants and herbs to 
treat the sick. On one trip 
to Panama (where her half-
brother moved) she helped 
treat people during a chol-
era epidemic. Mary also 

carried out an autopsy on 
one victim and was there-
fore able to learn even more 
about the way the disease 
attacked the body.

 In 1850, Kingston was 
hit by a cholera epidemic.

Using herbal medicines, 
Seacole played a pivotal 
role in battling the disease. 
She also dealt successful-
ly with a yellow fever out-
break in Jamaica. Her fame 
as a medical practitioner 
grew and later in addition 
to fighting fevers, she per-
formed operations on peo-
ple suffering from knife and 
gunshot wounds.

When the Crimean War 
broke out in Europe, a chol-
era epidemic also posed a 
threat to British troops. It 
is documented that soon 
after British soldiers arrived 
in Turkey, they began going 
down with cholera and 

malaria.
Seacole applied to the 

British War Office to assist 
but was refused.

There was considerable 
prejudice against women’s 
involvement in medicine 
and to her dismay her offer 
was rejected. 

Instead of tak-
ing no for an 
answer, Seacole 
who had become 
a successful busi-
ness woman in 
Jamaica travelled 
at her own expense 
from Jamaica to 
Crimea. 

In the United 
States, the first 
Black woman 
in America to be 
become a pro-
fessional nurse 
was also making 
groundbrea k ing 
achievement dur-
ing the late 19th 
century.

Mary Eliza 
Mahoney was born 
on April 16, 1845 
in Dorchester, 

Massachusetts. Mahoney 
worked for 15 years at the 
New England Hospital for 
Women and Children (now 
called the Dimock Commu-
nity Health Center).

Reportedly, founded in 
1862 by two women who 
were doctors, the hospital 

also started the nation’s 
first nursing school pro-
gram in 1872. 

Mahoney attended and 
graduated in 1905. After 
graduating from the histor-
ic nursing school, Mahoney 
worked as a private care 
nurse. She earned a reputa-
tion for the care she pro-
vided for her patients.

From 1911 to 1912, 
Mahoney worked as the 
director of the Howard 
Orphan Asylum for Black 
Children in Long Island, 
New York. When Mahoney 
retired from the medical 
field, she became a social 
advocate for securing the 
voting rights of women in 
America.

Mahoney died on Jan. 4, 
1926 at the age of 80. 

In 1993, she was post-
humously inducted in the 
National Women’s Hall of 
Fame.

The Mary Mahoney 
Memorial Health Center in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
is named in her honor.

Catch You On The 
Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Mary Seacole’s epitaph.

First Black nurses – Caribbean & USA
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By Fabian Burrell
The New Jersey Perform-

ing Arts Center in Newark 
was the venue for Sweet 
Honey in the Rock’s stun-
ning performance tribute 
to Miriam Makeba, Odet-
ta, Nina Simone and Abbey 
Lincoln on Saturday, March 
2.  The African American 
a cappella female ensem-
ble performed a number 
of their tribute songs with 
three highly-talented Black 
male musicians (a pianist, 
drummer and guitar player) 
known as the Honey Men.

Sweet Honey’s deep, rich, 
rhythmic a cappella per-

formances have captivated 
audiences for four decades, 
with a 2008 Grammy and 
a 2009 performance at the 
White House. Their reach 
across generations of music 
lovers is attributable to the 
vision and work of Dr. Ber-
nice Johnson Reagon. In 
1961, Reagon invoked the 
power of song after being 
arrested for marching in a 
civil rights demonstration 
in her hometown of Albany, 
Georgia. Out of her Black 
Repertory Theatre Work-
shop in Washington, D.C. 
Sweet Honey in the Rock 

By Aba Luke
PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trini-

dad. Feb. 22, 2013 -- On 
stage at Machel Monday, 
rising Soca star, Cassiano 
Sylvester- known best as 
simply Cassi, was referred 
to as the artiste who had 
delivered Montano’s favour-
ite song for the 2013 Carni-
val season. Cassi says those 
words uttered by Machel 
himself, uplifted him in 
a way no one would ever 
understand. 

He admits to having 
some difficulty penetrating 
at the start of the carni-
val season but is extreme-
ly thankful that his luck 
changed midway through 
the period. Now, looking 
back, the artiste who is 
preparing for a number of 
shows up the islands and 
internationally, says he is 
humbled by the reaction 
he received this year: the 
embrace by fans and the 
advice received from fellow 

entertainers. 
On Thursday night, Cassi 

hosted his third annual 
friends and family after-
carnival get together in col-
laboration with friend and 
motivator, international 
MC, Giselle The Wassi One. 
The engagement-- while 
small and intimate, offered 
him the opportunity to 
relax and unwind with his 
fellow soca artistes, among 
them Blaxx, Shal Marshal 

Haitian singer Emeline Michel 
celebrates the release of her lat-
est CD, Quintessence, which has 
been five years in the making, with 
a glorious display of Creole soul 
March 8 and 9 at Harlem Stage. 
Two Haitian writers of note featured 
on the new recording will perform 
alongside Michel: novelist Edwidge 
Danticat and legendary storyteller 
Jean-Claude Martineau will read 

their poetry and recite stories about 
the power of their nation’s spirit, 
backed by a 12-piece band. Classi-
cally-trained Haitian tenor James 
Germain also shares the spotlight, 
displaying fresh and unexpected 
aspects of Haiti’s diverse culture.

Ms. Michel - whose indelible pres-
ence gained wide exposure during 
2010’s “Hope for Haiti Now: A Glo-
bal Benefit for Earthquake Relief” 

telethon - has cultivated a vibrant 
career as a Haitian musical ambas-
sador. Dubbed “the Joni Mitchell of 
Haiti” for her astute musical poetry, 
she’s seen as a source of inspiration 
by her fellow Haitians at home and 
abroad, compatriots whose land has 
been challenged by natural disaster 
and political turmoil but blessed 
with a rich culture that has been 

Music from the Haitian Queen of Song

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

Cassi. 

Haitian singer Emeline Michel performing at Joe’s Pub. Photo by Francesca Andre

Humbled by accolades, 
Cassi eyes New York

Turning 40 and still 
going strong

HEALING HEALING 
VOICESVOICES
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was formed and named for the first 
song learned by the group consist-
ing of Carol Maillard, Mie, Louise 
Robinson and Reagon in 1973. 
Since then 23 singers have per-
formed alternately with the five-
part harmony group.  On stage 
is also American Sign Language 
interpreter Shirley Childress.

Sweet Honey in the Rock has 
worn the mantle of protest and 
social justice, and 40 years later 
they are still vibrant and steady 
in their homage to talented pred-
ecessors who also gave voice to 
the injustices in the world. Much 
of Sweet Honey’s music is original 
as each performer writes her own 
work and brings it to the group 
for inclusion in their repertoire. 
While each work is an individual 
artist’s creation, it symbolizes the 
stages of our progress as a people.

Speaking in a phone interview 
with Aisha Kahlil who joined 
Sweet Honey in 1981 as the fifth 

member, Caribbean Life learned 
of the group’s use of a cappella 
music for social impact. Ms. Kahlil 
remarked, “people come up to us 
all the time after the show saying 
how their lives have been impact-
ed by our music.  We try to open 
their minds about things they 

have not thought about before; get 
them thinking about things in a 
different way, and feel something 
they haven’t felt before.  And if the 
music can do that, then that says 
a lot.  It’s just a different sound, 
the voice is an instrument, there 
is a singer singing the bass line 

and a singer doing the guitar line 
instead of an instrument playing 
it.   An upcoming performance 
is slated for Brooklyn Academy 
of Music (BAM) on May 5. Their 
latest 2-CD set “A Tribute – Live! 
Jazz at Lincoln Center” is now 
available.

Continued from page 43 

infused by an indomitable spirit 
and hope.  

Brimming with traditional Hai-
tian rhythms but also featuring 
her unique and spirited musical 
creations in the traditions of folk 
and acoustic jazz, Quintessence 
is filled with a yearning for, and 
memories of, Ms. Michel’s home-
land.  

The performances will aim to 
translate the direct emotion and 
organic collaboration from the 
studio to the stage. “I’ll be invit-

ing the audience to share in the 
chemistry, mutual respect and 
passion for country that the art-
ists share,” says Ms. Michel, add-
ing that Harlem Stage is the best 
place she could think of to launch 
her new CD. “It’s such a nurtur-
ing, loving place for artists, and 
when I’m at the Harlem Stage 
Gatehouse I embrace it like it’s my 
own home.”

Harlem Stage’s director of pro-
gramming Brad Learmonth said, 
“Emeline is a unique and very spe-
cial performer. She’s been part of 
our artistic family for several years 
and we’re delighted she’s chosen to 
launch her latest project with us.   

Continued from page 43 
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ALBUMS
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Babel
Mumford & Sons

Boys & Girls
Alabama Shakes

El Camino
The Black Keys

When It Was Now
Atlas Genius 

Some Nights
fun.

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

Pitch Perfect
Soundtrack 

The Lumineers
The Lumineers

Unorthodox Jukebox
Bruno Mars

Thrift Shop
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis...

I Knew You Were Trouble
Taylor Swift

Locked Out Of Heaven
Bruno Mars

Don’t You Worry Child
Swedish House Mafia Feat. John Martin

Scream & Shout
will.i.am Feat. Britney Spears

Daylight
Maroon 5

Ho Hey
The Lumineers

Suit & Tie
Justin Timberlake Feat. Jay-Z

Try
P!nk

Sweet Nothing
Calvin Harris Feat. Florence Welch 

TOP 10 
SINGLES

(L-R) Louise Robinson, Shirley Childress (onstage sign language interpreter), Nitanju Bolade Casel, 
Carol Maillard, Aisha Kahlil, Ysaye M. Barnwell. Photo credit: Dwight Carter Photography

and Lyrikal, among others. He 
highlighted that Blaxx was the 
first person to identify Whistle 
and Horn as the hit it would 
later become in 2013. Grateful 
to the veteran artiste, Cassi says 
Blaxx made him believe. 

Armed now with a better 
sense of musical worth and even 
more zeal to make bigger things 
happen in 2014 and beyond, 
Cassi says his next course of 
action is to continue with his 
vocal training while building on 
his character, image and under-
standing of the worldwide music 
industry. 

“My career has been a work in 
progress. I came from nothing 
and I am proud -- really proud of 
where I’ve reached so far. I have 
to give thanks to every promoter 
who gave me a chance this past 
season: Cliff Harris, Roy Maha-
raj, Iwer George, Machel Mon-
tano, Tony Chow Lin On, Island 
People and everyone else. I also 
want to thank Angostura and 
Powergen for their continued 
support. There were people who 
stood with me personally as wel: 
Anson George, Leonardo Worrel 
and Iwer George. To them, I am 

really grateful,” he said. 
In reflecting on his journey 

over the 14 years, Cassi says he’s 
been a part of the Soca music 
industry.  He feels triumphant 
in 2013. He says He understands 
a lot more than he did years ago 

and expresses this sentiment to 
young entertainers. 

“Sometimes in our haste to 
be the next big thing, we don’t 
take enough time to absorb the 
right things. I have learnt by 
trial and error and it is no lie 
when people say you have to pay 
your dues. Nothing good comes 
easy. You have to work hard to 
get the best; so no matter what 
you encounter on your road to 
discovery, keep going. 

“Be humble and listen and 
learn. I’m still learning,” he 
said. 

Cassi performs in NYC on 
March 16, following which he 
heads off to Barbados before hit-
ting Toronto for Fire Fete on 
March 31.

Continued from page 43 

Cassiano

Sweet 
Honey

Emeline Michel will launch her new CD in Harlem.

“My career has been 
a work in progress. 

I came from nothing 
and I am proud -- 

really proud of where 
I’ve reached so far.

Michel
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The ABCs of Death
(Unrated) A to Z horror flick, 
shot by 26 directors, with 
each one’s segment titled 
by a different letter of the 
alphabet and illustrating a 
unique way to die. Starring 
Dallas Malloy, Lee Hardcas-
tle and Lucy Clements.  

Emperor (PG-13 for vio-
lence, smoking and brief 
profanity) Romance drama 
set in postwar Japan where a 
U.S. General (Matthew Fox) 
searches for an ex-girlfriend  
(Eriko Hatsune) while 
deciding the fate of Emperor 
Hirohito. With Tommy Lee 
Jones, Aaron Jackson and 
Kaori Momoi. (In English 
and Japanese with subtitles)

The Girl (PG-13 for pro-
fanity, violence, disturb-
ing images, smoking and 
mature themes) Dysfunc-
tional family drama, set in 
Texas, about a struggling 
single-mother (Abbie Cor-
nish) who loses custody 
of her son (Austin Wayne 
West) to the foster care sys-
tem only to have things go 
from bad to worse when 
she gets caught trying to 
make some easy money by 
smuggling an undocument-
ed alien across the border. 
With Geoffrey Rivas, Austin 
West and Will Patton.  

Greedy Lying Bastards
(PG-13 for brief profanity) 
Eco-documentary expos-
ing the corporate interests 
thwarting scientists’ efforts 
to inform the public that 
the upsurge in droughts, 
wildfires, tornados, glacier 
loss and wildfires are the 
result of man-made climate 
change. (In English and 
Spanish with subtitles)

Gut Renovation (Unrated) 
Gentrification documentary 
chronicling the erection of 
luxury condos in the Wil-
liamsburg section of Brook-
lyn by real estate developers 
following the eviction of the 
struggling artists and work-
ing-class families living in 
the community.  

Language of a Broken 
Heart (Unrated) Romantic 
comedy about a just-jilted, 
love guru (Juddy Talt) who 
abandons NYC for his home-
town of Rockford, Illinois 
where he finds himself fall-
ing for a free-spirited book-
seller (Julie White).  With 
Kate French, Oscar Nunez 

and Lara Pulver.
The Other Side of the 

Ice (Unrated) Atlantic and 
Pacific documentary chron-
icling a family’s attempt to 
sail from Newport, Rhode 
Island to Seattle, Washing-
ton by way of the treacher-
ous Northwest Passage.

The Silence (Unrated) 
Copycat crime thriller about 
a 13 year-old (Anna Lena 
Klenke) who vanishes from 
the same spot where anoth-
er little girl (Melina Fabian) 
was raped and murdered 
decades earlier by a hand-
yman (Ulrich Thomsen) 
never brought to justice. 
With Wotan Wilke Mohring, 
Katrin Sasz and Sebastian 
Blomberg. (In German with 
subtitles)

Somebody Up There 
Likes Me (Unrated) Buddy 
comedy about best friends 
(Keith Poulson and Nick 
Offerman) who are both in 
love with the same woman 
(Jess Wexler). Cast includes 
Kevin Corrigan, Megan Mul-
lally and Stephanie Hunt. 

By Kam Williams
To most Gentiles, Hava Nagila 

is just a catchy ditty you get to 
sing along with at a lot of sport-
ing events. But who wrote the 
words and the music of this staple 
of Jewish weddings and bar mitz-
vahs, and what is the cultural sig-
nificance of the timeless tune?

These are the questions tack-
led in “Hava Nagila: The Movie,” a 
very entertaining and informative 
documentary directed by Roberta 
Grossman. The film features per-
formances of the festive folksong 
by everyone from Connie Francis 
to Danny Kaye to Harry Belafonte 
to Chubby Checker. Also includ-
ed are humorous renditions by 

comedians Allan Sherman and Jo 
Anne Worley and rock icon Bob 
Dylan. 

But first, considerable atten-
tion is devoted to Hava Nagila’s 
derivation. Composed in Jerusa-
lem in the early 20th Century, 
there is debate to this day whether 
the lyrics, ostensibly inspired by 
Psalm 118 Verse 24 of the Hebrew 
Bible, were written by choir direc-
tor Abraham Zevi Idelsohn or by 
his 12-year-old protégé, Moshe 
Nathanson. At least there is no 
dispute about the melody, which 
can readily be traced from Pales-
tine back to the Balkans.

Of far more consequence than 
the question of authorship is what 
Hava Nagila has meant to differ-
ent generations of Jews. Initially, 
its upbeat message marked a dis-
tinct departure from the general 
tenor of their folk music, which 
had mostly been nostalgic and 
sad.

After World War II, the relative-
ly-euphoric Hava Nagila spear-

headed a virtual cultural reboot 
that was sorely needed in the 
wake of The Holocaust. Thus, for 

the postwar survivors, it came to 
represent the existence and res-
urrection of the Jewish people. 

However, the picture points out 
that Hava Nagila lost some of its 
luster with the one step removed 
Baby Boomers who came to see 
the song less as a visceral recla-
mation of their roots than as a 
nostalgic reminder of an imag-
ined past. And its being lam-
pooned on TV shows like Laugh-
In, The Simpsons and Curb Your 
Enthusiasm as well as on count-
less Youtube clips has left sage 
Jewish elders of today wonder-
ing whether the song still has a 
soul or if it has been reduced to 
a symbol of assimilation into the 
American mainstream.  

Regardless, this once-sacred 
anthem seems destined to be for-
ever revered as a song that, at a 
critical moment in Jewish histo-
ry, provided joy in the face of loss 
and hope in the face of fear. Eve-
rything you ever wanted to know 
about Hava Nagila but were afraid 
to ask except, “What’s the deal 
with the ritual of raising a chair 
in the air like you don’t care?”

“Hava Nagila: The Movie”
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 75 minutes
Distributor: 
Katahdin Productions

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Harry Belafonte dicusses “Hava Nagila.”

Independent & Foreign Films

Musical documentary celebrates festive folksong
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SATURDAY, MARCH 9 
FAMILY ASTRONOMY: Join us in the Hayden 
Planetarium for an evening of star-hopping, 
mythology, and stories of the sky. Astronomer 
and NASA Ambassador Laura Venner will guide 
our young astronomers and their families as 
they learn about the stars of the late-winter 
sky and practice skills in finding and identify-
ing them. 6:30 p.m. Tickets $12; $10 Members 
American Museum of Natural History (Hayden 
Planetarium)                                                   

SUNDAY, MARCH 10
PERFORMING ARTS: Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College concludes 
its 2012-2013 Target Storytelling Series with 
“Sleeping Beauty.” All tickets are $7 and can be 
purchased by phone at (718)951-4500 (Tuesday 
- Saturday, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.), or online at 
www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org. Recommended 
for ages four and up.

THE SOJOURNER TRUTH PROJECT: Com-
poser and bassist Avery Sharpe celebrates the 
life and work of African American abolitionist 
and woman’s rights activist Sojourner Truth. 
Sharpe stands at the heart of a jazz quintet fea-
turing Onaje Allan Gumbs (piano), Yoron Israel 
(drums), Duane Eubanks (trumpet) and Tina 
Fabrique (vocals). 1:30 p.m. Central Library’s 
Dweck Center, at 10 Grand Army Plaza in Pros-
pect Heights.

MILSTEIN OCEAN EATS: Free for Members 
or with Museum admission. Explore the 
relationship between humans and the oceans, 
from cultural traditions and fishing practices to 
sustainable seafood, and learn how to be a stew-
ard of Earth’s seas from 11am-4pm. American 
Museum of Natural History (Milstein Hall of 
Ocean Life)

SHELLSHOCKED SAVING OYSTERS TO 
SAVE OURSELVES: Free for Members or with 
Museum admission. Part of the Milstein Science 
Series, the film “SHELLSHOCKED: Saving 
Oysters to Save Ourselves” follows efforts in 
New York Harbor to prevent the extinction of 
wild oyster reefs, which keep our oceans healthy 
by filtering water and engineering ecosystems. 
5pm American Museum of Natural History 
(Kaufmann Theater)

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
WOMEN’S HISTORY DISCUSSION SERIES: 
The YWCA of the City of New York will celebrate 
Women’s History Month with the Women 
Leaders of Social Change Speaker Series. The 
panel discussions will feature women leading 
social change locally and globally as well as 
introducing the leaders of tomorrow. Young 
Women Leaders: The Next Generation 8:30 
am - 10:00 am. Hosted by Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce, Speakers: Kate Krontiris, 
Principal, Reboot.org; Shamika Lee, Director of 
East Coast Sales, BET; Zerlina Maxwell, Politi-
cal Strategist; Bonnie Oliva, Global Operations 
Director, Inventure.org, Moderator: Eva McK-
end, Sullivan County Reporter, YNN Hudson 
Valley at Time Warner Cable. 425 Lexington 

Avenue, New York, N.Y.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
DISEASE MANAGEMENT: CMO, Montefiore 
Care Management, offers free, interactive health 
education workshops for people with chronic 
health issues such as diabetes and respiratory 
conditions including asthma and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Family 
members are also invited to attend. The work-
shops are offered in English and Spanish at sites 
in the Bronx and Westchester. The discussion 
will be on Asthma from 10-11am. Montefiore 
Medical Group (MMG) Grand Concourse, 2532 
Grand Concourse, Bronx.

THURSDAY, MARCH 14
NETWORK MEETING: Join the Brooklyn 
Coalition for a screening and panel discussion 
of Yuck! A fourth grader’s short documentary 
about school lunch at 6:30 p.m. Brooklyn 
Central Library, Dweck Auditorium 10 Grand 
Army Plaza, Brooklyn.

WORKSHOP: Join us for a Tax Lien workshop 
for residents of the 11th and 12th district from 
5:00-8:00p.m. 4101 White Plains Rd. (229th 
St. White Plains Rd) Bronx, N.Y., 10466 Com-
munity Board 12. Call 311 to apply or to see if 
your property is on the lien sale list. You can 
also look for your property on the list nyc.gov/
liensale.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
PANEL DISCUSSION:  A presentation and 
panel discussioon on aligning transportation 
planning with land use and development in 
Brooklyn’s “Gateway” District at 10:30 a.m. 
YWCA of Brooklyn, 30 3rd Ave. (c/o Atlantic 
Ave.) To RSVP, contact rlynch@tstc.org

PERFORMING ARTS: Brooklyn College 
(BCBC) continues its 2012-2013 Season with 
The Freddy Cole Quartet at 8pm. 2010 Gram-
my nominee Freddy Cole presents a glorious 
tribute to the songbooks of Jerome Kern, 
Cole Porter, and his older brother Nat “King” 
Cole. Tickets are $36 and can be purchased at 
(718)951-4500 (Tues-Sat, 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.), 
or online at www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org.

GOTHAM: Writers in the City: Nathan Eng-
lander. Novelist and short-story writer Englan-
der discusses his latest book, “What We Talk 
about When We Talk about Anne Frank,” with 
WNYC’s Leonard Lopate. 4:00 p.m. Brooklyn 
Library Central Library’s Dweck Center, at 10 
Grand Army Plaza in Prospect Heights.

MONDAY, MARCH 11-SUNDAY,MARCH 17
TAX PREP: Liberty Tax Service located in 
White Plains, N.Y. is giving away tax prepara-
tion services to those who so selflessly serve, 
protect, educate, and assist local communities 
and the Liberty offices that operate within 
them. Liberty Tax will offer free tax prepara-

tions to all the nurses, doctors, therapists, and 
all hospital staff, just stop by during “Hospital 
Appreciation Week.”  Liberty Tax Services, 150 
East Post Road White Plains, N.Y. 10601

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
WRITERS CONFERENCE: Join us at the 
National Black Writers Conference Biennial 
Symposium. A Tribute to the Life and Works 
of Toni Cade Bambara from 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 
p.m. General Donations: $10, Student/Fac-
ulty/ Senior Donations: $5 (Valid ID required 
onsite), and Closing Reception Suggested 
Donations: $30. On-line Registration ends: 
Thursday, March 28, 2013. Founders Auditori-
um Medgar Evers College, CUNY 1650 Bedford 
Avenue Brooklyn, N.Y. 11225

ONGOING
COMMUNITY CENTER: Are you looking to 
improve your life? Take a class at Commu-
nity Learning Center: How to Write a Book 
or Script, Create a Resume, How to Create 
Wealth, Get/Keep a Spouse, Start a Business. 
Classes for everyone. Community Learning 
Center 147-12 Archer Ave., Queens. For more 
information/RSVP, call (718)291-1094

UNTIL APRIL 15
FREE TAX ASSISTANCE: BronxWorks will 
be provide free tax prep to the South Bronx 
residents.

MORRIS ISC:  Monday to Thursday, 10:00 
a.m to 7:00 p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.; Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 2070 
Grand Concourse, Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. 

UNTIL APRIL 15
FREE TAX ASSISTANCE:

Ariva at Spring Bank, 69 E. 167A Gerard 
Ave., 2nd Fl., Monday & Thursday, 5:00 to 
7:30 p.m.; Tuesday & Wednesday, 1:00 to 
7:00 p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m. To 4:00 p.m.; 
call 718-292-2983 for further information.

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
and Tax Counseling for the Elderly, at the 
Bethex Federal Credit Union, 20 E. 179th St., 
Thursday And Friday, 5:30 to 9:00 p.m.; Sat-
urday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; call 718-299-9100 
for further information.

Food Bank of New York City, at 1000 
Sedgwick Ave., Ste. 1A, Monday & Thursday, 
2:00 to 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday, 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m.; and Saturday., 3:00 to 6 :00 p.m.; 
call 212-639-9675 for further information.

UNTIL MARCH 9

QUEENS SICKLE CELL: The Queens Sickle 
Cell Advocacy Network, 207-08 Hollis  Ave., 
Queens Village, N.Y., presents a Parent to Par-
ent Support Group meeting every first Mon-
day of every month, 7:00 p.m. For directions 
and registration, call (718) 712-0873 or email 
Qscanorg@verizon.net.

 Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

FARMERS MARKET: Seeds in the Mid-
dle is sponsoring  The Crown Heights 
Farmers Market offering fresh fruits and 
vegetables, including calaloo and Carib-
bean favorites and accepting EBT,WIC, 
Snap, FMNP, Health Bucks, and Fresh 
Connect. The market will be operating 
every Thursday from 12 noon to 7:00 p.m. 
at Hamilton Metz Park at Albany and Lef-
ferts avenues, Brooklyn. For more infor-
mation, visit www.seedsinthemiddle.org.

FORECLOSURE SERVICES: Are you 
behind in your mortgage or seeking a 
modification? The Flatbush Develop-
ment Vcorp, NHS of East Flatbush and 
the Center for N.Y.C. Neighborhoods are 
offering free services and assistance. 
Referrals for free legal assistance are also 
available. To schedule an appointment, 
call (718) 469-4679.

IMMIGRATION SERVICES: Free immi-
gration services. Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m. 67 Hanson Place, Office of Coucil 
Member James. Call (718) 260-9191.
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MAR. 20 – APR. 1

SM

All Access Pre-show – 

Ringling.com

Ticketmaster.com

Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Tue. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

MAR. 20 MAR. 21

7:00 PM*

MAR. 22

7:00 PM* 7:00 PM* 7:00 PM* 7:00 PM*

MAR. 29              

7:00 PM*

APR. 1              

Experience the Ultimate Spring Break Destination! 

For the First Time Ever at

KIDS’ TICKETS $12!
Restrictions and additional fees may apply. No double discounts.
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WE’RE
HERE TO 
SUPPORT.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

Kingsbrook remains committed to 
providing no cost screenings all year-
round in effort to reach out to commu-
nity residents who are under or unin-
sured. As such, Kingsbrook launches 
its 2013 free screening efforts with two 
screening sessions scheduled in the 
month of March.

On Friday, March 15th, asthma 
screenings will be offered at our off-site 
Family Health Center, Pierre Toussaint 
from 10:00am-3:00pm at 1110 Eastern 
Parkway & Utica Avenue. In addition, 
on Friday, March 29th Kingsbrook will 
provide hypertension screenings and 
education in our new Outpatient Spe-
cialty Center located at 585 Schenectady 
Avenue, Suite 100, DMRI 1st floor from 
10:00am-3:00pm.  

“We know that many members of our 
community are in need of free screening 
services and we feel it is very important 
to make these services as accessible as 
possible,” States Enid Dillard, Director 
of Marketing & Public Affairs at Kings-
brook. “Our screening calendar is year-
round and focuses on a variety of issues 
such as asthma, diabetes, hypertension 
and stroke. We also facilitate numer-
ous community health events through-
out the year offering similar services of 
need.”

For more information on screening 
events for 2013 visit our website at www.
kingsbrook.org under Community 
Programs & Events. To  request our 
assistance at a community health event, 
please call us at 718-604-5062.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Free screenings for asthma 
and hypertension this month 

at Kingsbrook

THEME: FAMOUS INVENTORS

ACROSS

1. Squirrel away

6. Young newt

9. They put the bitter in beer

13. Jousting pole

14. Tap choice

15. Bone-chilling

16. Cast member

17. Greater than the whole?

18. Dismal

19. *Cotton gin inventor

21. Do this for a waltz, e.g.

23. *___ Isaac Newton

24. Shirts on their backs, e.g.

25. Farmer’s ___

28. Turkish honorific

30. Lots

35. Brother of Jacob

37. Uh-oh

39. Poet’s “below”

40. Slash mark

41. Fine-tune

43. A fit of shivering

44. Sarong

46. Therefore

47. Connecting point

48. Acquiesce

50. *____ Tupper, inventor of Tup-

perware

52. Actor’s domain

53. “Null and ____”

55. Payment for an eye

57. *Corn Flakes inventor

61. *Motorcycle inventor

65. Eskimo boat

66. a.k.a sodium hydroxide

68. Pleasant Island

69. Electron tube

70. Goon

71. Barry Bonds formerly was one

72. Large pots

73. Choose instead

74. Wintry mix

DOWN

1. Deli side

2. Dash gauge

3. Opposed to

4. *Alexander Graham Bell and John 

Boyd Dunlop

5. Possible consequence of heavy lift-

ing

6. No problem

7. Common winter bug

8. Time in Italian

9. German title

10. Cream-filled treat

11. “La Vie en rose” singer

12. Owned by the lord

15. *He saw the light

20. Cereal killer

22. Often preceded by a time period

24. Gradually diminished

25. *Namesake of electric car maker

26. Singular form of “asci”

27. Indian cuisine staple, pl.

29. *Sewing machine inventor

31. *____ Kamen, inventor of the 

Segway

32. Chief port of Nigeria

33. Short composition for solo instru-

ment

34. _____ music

36. Instinctive motive

38. It’s a long story

42. Land of “Gangnam Style”

45. Conjure up

49. Clothe

51. Pinocchio’s fabrications

54. Inuit shelter

56. Modern letter

57. Spiral-horned African antelope

58. Arabic for commander

59. He gets bigger share?

60. Boys

61. Adroit

62. Molokai party

63. Sea eagles

64. *____ Handler, Barbie doll inven-

tor

67. Small dog’s bark
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By Azad Ali
Opening batsman Johnson Charles has 

achieved the biggest gain for West Indian bats-
men in the latest Reliance ICC ODI rankings 
released last week.

Charles has climbed 30 places to number 
63 after separate centuries for West Indies in 
Australia and in the Caribbean last month.

The St. Lucian batsman, who got to a cen-
tury in the final game against Australia and 
again in the first ODI against Zimbabwe in 
Grenada recently, has now soared to 430 rat-
ing points.

Middle order batsman Darren Bravo also 
moved up the rankings on the strength of his 
maiden ODI century in the first match against 
Zimbabwe recently.

By Robert Elkin
Charles Jenkins recently came closer to 

home and it came in mid-February.
Last year, in his first in the National Basket-

ball Association, Jenkins played in 51 National 
Basketball Association games averaging 5.8 
points, 3.3 assists, and almost 17 minutes a 
game. He played in 47 contests during this 
present season all with the Golden State War-
riors, coached by New Yorker Mark Jackson.

By Patrick Horne
Major League soccer completed the 

first weekend of games in its 18th season 
and it’s a good bet that the person most 
talked about is not a player. How about 
the name Timbers Joey!  He cuts slabs of 
timber for each Portland Timbers player 

who scores in a home game. Timbers Joey 
was hard at work last Sunday night cut-
ting three heavy slabs. His fame may be 
on the rise because of a cast of Timbers 
players who young, exciting and skillful, 
and with debutant coach Caleb Porter, 
who looks as young as his players, they 

seem on their way to carving an exciting, 
goal-filled season. 

In the Timbers’ season-opening game 
in front of its 26th sellout crowd of over 
35,000 fans at Jeld Wen Stadium, the 
home team rallied from a 3-1 deficit to 

Timbers rally to an exciting 3-3 draw

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Orlando Magic’s E’Twaun Moore (55) 
and Philadelphia 76ers’  Charles Jenkins, 
left chase a loose ball in the second half 
of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, 
Feb. 26, 2013, in Philadelphia. 

AP Photo/H. Rumph Jr.

New York Red Bulls forward Fabian Espindola, bottom, slides in to steal the ball from Portland Timbers midfi elder Diego 
Chara during the fi rst half of an MLS soccer game in Portland, Ore., Sunday, March 3, 2013. 

Jenkins 
returns

Johnson Charles 
scores high

RED BULLS RED BULLS 
SURVIVESURVIVE
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The Philadelphia 76ers 
acquired Jenkins last month 
and he was glad to be back 
East. His fans came to the 
game when they played the 
New York Knicks at Madison 
Square  Garden. Unfortunate-
ly, his coach Doug Collins did 
not use him as he sat and got 
ready and accustomed to the 
76ers’ system.

The 6’3” guard, who is fast, 
has plenty of speed, certain-
ly makes a team ‘go,’ runs 
the show from the backcourt 
position and feeds his team-
mates. He demonstrated all 
this with the Golden State 
Warriors last year when his 
strength being all phases of 
his game at the guard posi-
tion.

Jenkins grew up in New 
York City, played his high 
school ball at Springfield Gar-

dens, a member of the Public 
Schools system, and contin-
ued to blossom out this time 
with Hofstra University dur-
ing his college days when the 
Pride turned in some real 
good teams.

Jenkins became its career 
top scorer at Hofstra with 
2513 points and was chosen 
twice as the Colonial Athlet-
ic Association Player-of-the-
Year in his junior and senior 
campaigns.

   Now with him in Phila-
delphia, the journey from his 
south Jamaica home to Penn-
sylvania is a quick train ride 
or a drive down the highways 
through New Jersey, and into 
Pennsylvania.  His fans can 
always see him in action in 
Philadelphia and when they 
visit the New York area’s Mad-
ison Square Garden and/or 
Barclays Center when they 
come into Manhattan or 

Brooklyn.
“It’s always good to play in 

front of family and friends, 
and be back closer to home,” 
the reserve backcourt player 
said before a recent contest 
at Madison Square Garden. 
“While growing up,  my 
favorite player was Pearl 
Washington. I always wanted 

to play the same way he did. I 
try to pattern my game after 
him.”

Jenkins is on a young 76er 
team with five players having 
seven or more years of experi-
ence in the NBA ahead of him 
and six guards on the squad. 
He’ll get his time when need 
be.

tie the New York Red Bulls, 
3-3, in one of the most excit-
ing opening games in the 
18-year history of MLS.

I thought that I would be 
raving about the New York 
Red Bulls, the more experi-
enced squad, which includes 
former French international 

Thierry Henry and Austral-
ian international Tim Cahill, 
both of whom were success-
ful in the English Premier 
League - Henry with Arse-
nal and Cahill with Everton. 
The Red Bulls also lined up 
experienced and proven MLS 
performers in forward Fabi-
an Espindola and defender 

Jamison Olave, but it was 
a Timbers team of mainly 
U.S. college graduates that 
stole the show, had the fans 
on the edge of their seats 
and kept Timbers Joey busy 
and weary.

Mike Petke was the other 
American coach in the game 
making his MLS debut Sun-

day night and leading a pre-
dominantly new team, like 
Porter. As was expected, the 
more experienced Red Bulls 
got off to a good start with 
Espindola and Olave, both 
brought in from Real Salt 
Lake in the off-season, steal-
ing the show. Espindola, 
who was unlucky to be sub-

Continued from page 49 

Continued from page 49 

Golden State Warriors guard Charles Jenkins (22), 
Oklahoma City Thunder forward Nick Collison (4) and 
forward Carl Landry (7) fi ght for a loose ball during an 
NBA basketball game in Oklahoma City, Wednesday, 
Feb. 6, 2013. Oklahoma City won 119-98.  

 AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki

Portland Timbers defender Mikael Silvestre, right, and New York Red Bulls midfi elder Tim Cahill battle for the ball 
during the fi rst half of an MLS soccer game in Portland, Ore., Sunday, March 3, 2013.  AP Photo/Don Ryan

Red Bulls survive Portland onslaught

Philadelphia 76ers

stituted out in the second 
half, put New York ahead 
in the eight minute when 
newly acquired defender 
Mikael Silvestre, another 
former Arsenal player, and 
his goalkeeper Jamaican 
international Donovan Rick-
etts miss-communicated on 
a play and spilled the ball 
to Espindola. The Timbers 
equalized four minutes later 
when MLS newcomer Diego 
Valeri was on the end of a 
combination play and waltz 
through New York’s defense 
to tied the game at 1-1. 

New York maintained its 
momentum and Espindola 
put the visitors ahead, 2-1, 
in the 23rd minute from 
another Silvestre mistake 
when he misjudged the 
bounce of the ball; Olave 
made the score 3-1 in the 
28th for a New York halftime 
lead when he slid into a cross 
from defender Heath Pierce 
and nudged the ball into the 
net after Portland failed to 
properly clear the ball from 
its area after a corner kick.  

Porter managed to get 
his Timbers going from the 
outset in the second half, 
and it was all Portland as 
Darlington Nagbe, the No. 
one MLS draft pick in 2011, 
who played for Porter at the 
University of Akron, made 
it 3-2 in the 56th minute; 
forward Adolpho Valencia’s 
shot deflected off Olave and 
into the net to tie the score 
with seven minutes to play. 
New York barely survived 

the Portland onslaught.
Despite the 3-3 final 

score, there was a winner 
- U.S. soccer.  The game 
featured two American 
coaches making their MLS 
debuts and who managed 
their teams effectively, 
which bodes well for the 
game here.  In fact, in the 
18 years of MLS, only one 
foreign coach has ever won 
the MLS Cup.  Another plus 
for the local game was the 
strong performances of the 
Portland players who honed 
their skills at U.S. colleges 
- among them Nagbe and 
defenders Jean Baptise and 
Mike Harrington – and out-
played New York’s interna-
tional stars. Timbers Joey 
with his heavy log is a char-
acter and stadium favorite 
who help the fans inden-
tify with the team and adds 
entertainment. 

First hat trick
Mike Magee scored the 

first hat trick of the MLS 
season when he led hosts 
and two-time defending 
champion Los Angeles Gal-
axy to a 4-0 bashing of the 
Chicago Fire on Sunday 
night. As the Galaxy domi-
nated from start to finish, 
Magee (38th, 68th and 74th) 
scored his first hat trick of 
his MLS career at the Home 
Depot Center; Robbie Keane 
scored the fourth goal. Also 
on Sunday, Real Salt Lake 
downed San Jose Earth-
quakes, 2-0.   

Bravo is nine places 
better with 556 rating 
points.

Ramnaresh Sarwan, 
who returned to inter-
national cricket 
after a break of 
nearly two years, 
has moved up 
two notches to 
number 58.

Sarwan recent-
ly had high scores 
including an 
unbeaten centu-
ry in the second 
ODI between West 
Indies and Zim-
babwe in Grenada 
recently.

However, Bravo slipped 
four places in the batting 
ranking while Kieron Pol-
lard also slid a notch.

In the bowler’s ranking, 

Sunil Narine has moved 
up a place to second with 
a career-best 766 ratings 
points.

West Indies all-rounder, 
Andre Russell has moved 

up 13 places to number 
48, while Tino Best has 
climbed 12 places to 88 
and Kemar Roach climbed 
six places.

West Indies opening batsman 
Johnson Charles.  AP Photo/Rick 

Rycroft

Johnson Charles
Continued from page 49 
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West Indies bowlers must 
be on top of their game as 
they face off against team 
Zimbabwe in the upcoming 
Test matches and also for 
the Champion’s Trophy later 
this year. First, the selectors 
have to select a challenging 
group of bowlers with strong 
appetites for taking wickets 
in order to bring forth vic-
tories. Top-ranking teams 
have been scoring too high 
off the West Indies bowling, 
particularly in Test cricket. 
Head coach Ottis Gibson 
must introduce strategies to 
have the West Indies bowl-
ers do the job. 

Tino Best Improving 
Gradually

Barbados and West Indies 
fast bowler Tino Best has 
been working on his con-
trol of the ball and trying 
to land it in the correct 
places. He has made signifi-
cant advances in this direc-
tion and bowled very well r 
in Australia with pace and 
variation. It seems as if he 
is getting into the correct 
rhythm to be able to pick up 

wickets frequently. 

Shannon Gabriel 
Showing Good 
Signs

Trinidad and Tobago fast 
bowler Shannon Gabriel has 
continuously shown his tal-
ents as a fast bowler, not 
only with speed, but also 
accuracy, with steady, tidy 
lengths. He also maintains 
an order of discipline with 

his bowling that should 
carry him straight into the 
Test matches. He goes for 
the long haul and has a 
good temperament. Gabriel 
is the type of bowler who 
is on a serious mission, not 
only to do good for himself 
but also for his team. 

Batsmen Must 
Gather Centuries

West Indies batsmen 
must aim for huge scores 
to enable their team to cre-
ate insurmountable targets 
for the opposition. Play-
ers must try to go on after 
reaching 40s and 50s. Too 
many players reach half 
centuries, then end up los-
ing their wickets carelessly. 
It is hoped that the West 
Indies batsmen can over-
come this shortcoming and 
score more runs.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies fast bowler Tino Best bowls during the fi rst day of a four-day training 
match at the 3Ws Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados. AP Photo/Chris Brandis

West Indies bowlers should be in top form

T&T fast bowler 
Shannon Gabriel 
has continuously 
shown his talents 
as a fast bowler, 

not only with 
speed, but also 

accuracy. 
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