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By Nelson A. King 
After waiting five years for settle-
ment of a dispute with the United 
States over its right to allow 
online gambling, the Antigua 
and Barbuda government finally 
has been granted permission by 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
to retaliate by suspending certain 
obligations it has with the U.S. 
regarding intellectual property.

In a January 28 decision, the 
Geneva, Switzerland-based group 
ruled that under international law, 
Antigua and Barbuda have a right to 
retaliate by suspending certain obli-
gations it has under international 
law to the United States with respect 
to intellectual property rights.  

Having initially received prelimi-
nary authorization to do so from 
the WTO in 2007 and negotiating 
with the U.S. government for a set-

tlement of the case over the course 
of the last five years, Antigua said 
it is seeking final WTO approval of 
its sanctions in order to compel the 
U.S. either to comply with the rul-
ings in Antigua’s favor in the gam-
bling dispute or to negotiate a “fair 
and reasonable solution” with the 
Antiguan government. 

The government said the remedy 
is “expressly provided” for under 
WTO law, adding that contrary to 
what the U.S. has publicly stated, 
will not constitute “piracy” or theft 
of intellectual property rights. 

Rather, the Antigua government 
said it will be a “lawful suspen-
sion of intellectual property rights, 
conforming to the judgment of the 
relevant WTO tribunal.” 

For nearly a decade, Antigua gov-
ernment said it has sought to resolve 

Pursues trade sanctions 
against the U.S.

By Bert Wilkinson
After lunch on Friday, Feb. 15, 

Trinidad and Tobago, the Carib-
bean trade group’s largest econ-
omy, will elect a new president to 
replace former professor, Maxwell 
Richards, as the country’s head 
of state, but questions linger as 
to whether the high court judge 
nominated for the position is in 
fact eligible to hold the office.

Early last week, the adminis-
tration of Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar nominated Jus-
tice Anthony Carmona to succeed 
Richards,  who served two five-
year terms as the twin island’s 
ceremonial president. But a debate 
is ranging as to whether he had 
met the mandatory 10-year resi-
dency rule.

In the lead-up to the announce-

ment about Carmona’s nomina-
tion, another debate had raged as 
to who should get the nod, with the 
main opposition People’s National 
Movement (PNM) proffering its 
own nominee for the position. 
In the end, it backed down and 
threw its support behind Caroma, 
calling him an acceptable candi-
date. The nomination has been 

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4

Constance Malcolm, mother of Ramarley Graham, speaking at a rally at the 229th Street 
house in the Bronx where her son was killed in the bathroom by an NYPD offi cer, Richard 
Haste, who had chased him inside, on the one-year anniversary of his death. See story on-
page 3. Photo by William Farrington

Presidential nominee under scrutiny

Demanding justice

ANTIGUA 
TAKES A 
STAND
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Antigua
A month after projecting it 

would make a “modest” $7 mil-
lion profit in 2013, LIAT says 
such an achievement is no longer 
possible.

The company had hinged its 
profit making ability on the com-
plete re-fleeting that got off to 
a late start, due to a lack of 
funds and reconstruction of air-
craft records destroyed in a blaze 
seven months ago, which it failed 
to quickly com-
plete.

Management 
now hopes to 
break even year-
end, which it 
considers would still be a sig-
nificant achievement, since the 
airline has been hemorrhaging 
millions in recent years.

This information was con-
tained in a document prepared 
by LIAT’s Chief Executive Officer 
Captain Ian Brunton recently.

Barbados
Caribbean Community (CARI-

COM) rum producing countries 
are holding high-level talks with 
the United States on resolving 
issues surrounding the rum 
industry in the region, Prime 
Minister Freundel Stuart said.

A government statement 
said that Prime Minister Stuart 
made the announcement as he 
addressed a cere-
mony unveiling a 
commemorative 
plaque for Mount 
Gay Distilleries 
New Ageing Bond recently.

He said that discussions, which 
are also being attended by offi-
cials from the Dominican Repub-
lic, were necessary since, within 
recent times, subsidies have been 
given to rum producers in the 
United States Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico, much to the disad-
vantage of Caribbean rum pro-
ducers, including Barbados.

The prime minster said the 
situation is so serious tthat it will 
take its case to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) if a solution 
is not forthcoming.

“The government of Barbados 
has had to take a stand on this 
issue, and under my instructions, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade communicated 
with the U.S. government on the 
issue. And of course, very recent 
discussions have taken place 

between CARICOM countries, the 
Dominica Republic and the Unit-
ed States Trade Representatives 
with a view to addressing the 
more pressing concerns, not only 
here in Barbados, but in other 
parts of the Caribbean and, of 
course, in the Dominica Repub-
lic,” he said.

Prime Minister Stuart said 
that CARICOM was not going 
to “relapse its vigilance” on the 
issue. 

Dominica 
Dominican Dr. Carissa Etienne 

has been named regional direc-
tor for the Americas of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
executive board, 
which held its 
132nd session in 
Geneva recently.

Dr. Etienne 
was elected director of Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization (PAHO) 
by the countries of the Americas 
last September during the 28th 
American Sanitary Conference.

PAHO serves as the regional 
office for the Americas of WHO 
(WHO/AMRO).

Dr. Etienne will begin her five-

year term as PAHO director and 
WHO regional director on Feb. 
1, succeeding Dr. Mirta Roses 
Periago of Argentina.

She holds degrees in medicine 
and surgery from the University 
of the West Indies as well as a 
Masters in community health and 
an honorary diploma in public 
health from the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

In her native country Dr. 
Etienne served twice as chief 
medical officer (in 2000 - 2002 
and 1995-1996), director of Pri-
mary Health Care Services, dis-
aster coordinator and national 
epidemiologist in the Ministry of 
Health. 

Grenada
Grenada’s main opposition New 

National Party (NNP) is likely to 
win the Feb. 19 general election 
with more seats 
that it had before 
it was swept out 
of power in 2008, 
according to a 
new opinion poll 
published recently.

The poll by Barbados-based 
Caribbean Development Research 

Services Inc. (CADRES) predicts 
that the NNP, which lost the 2008 
election by an 11-4 margin, is 
benefitting from an 11 percent 
swing away from the National 
Democratic Congress led by Till-
man Thomas.  

Jamaica
The Customs Department is 

reporting collec-
tion of J$92.61 
billion for the 
period April to 
December 2012. 
The amount, 
while an increase of $9.37 billion 
or 11 percent over the same peri-
od in the previous year, reflect-
ed a shortfall of $1.15 billion or 
1 percent against the target of 
$93.77 billion.

“We are one percent behind 
our year-to-date target and we 
intend to recover that position 
between now and March 31,” said 
Commissioner of Customs Major 
Richards Reese.

Reese said that several revenue 
support initiatives will be intro-
duced utilizing the department’s 
contraband enforcement team. 

“We will be focusing on smug-

gling, revenue leakage and under-
invoicing and those importers, 
who try to bring in excess goods, 
which are not manifested,” he 
disclosed.

Reese added that the depart-
ment will also be increasing the 
percentage of random inspection 
of Authorized Economic Opera-
tors and review all bonds for pub-
lic-bonded warehouses to ensure 
adequate duty coverage.

There are also plans to host 
more frequent motor vehicle auc-
tions and impose increased penal-
ties for breaches of the Customs 
Act. 

 
St. Lucia

The Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) says it is 
seeking to explore opportunities 
for greater south-south corpora-
tion after estab-
lishing diplomat-
ic relations with 
Argentina.

OECS Director 
General Dr. Len Ishmael, speak-
ing at the signing ceremony, said 
the nine-member sub-regional 
grouping was also seeking strong 
development cooperation ties 
as well as exploring avenues for 
trade and investment.

“We believe that the transfor-
mation of the OECS into an Eco-
nomic Union has made our region 
ripe for stronger economic links 
with Argentina,” she said.

Newly-appointed Argentina 
Ambassador to the OECS, Marce-
lo Aldo Salviolo, underlined his 
country’s desire “to consolidate 
closer links with the Caribbean 
state.”

Argentina is the llth country 
to establish formal diplomatic 
relations with the OECS which 
groups the islands of Antigua and 
Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, Montserrat, St. Kitts-
Nevis, the British Virgin Islands 
and Anguilla.

Trinidad 
Trinidad and Tobago’s infla-

tion rate has slowed for the sec-
ond consecutive 
month.

The latest 
available data 
from the Central 
Statistical Office (CSO) released 
by the Central Bank showed that 
headline inflation slowed to 7.2 
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Costumed revelers participate in the Jacmel Carnival as part of the build-up to the national 
Carnival which will be held in Cape Haitien, Haiti this weekend. See story on page 23. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Jacmel Carnival

Continued on Page 15



Page 3 • Caribbean Life • Feb. 8-14, 2013

Hundreds of family mem-
bers and advocates from 
across New York State will 
join Families Together in 
New York State, non-profit, 
family-run organization that 
strives to establish a unified 
voice for children and youth 
with social, emotional and 
behavioral challenges, at the 
Annual Legislative Awareness 
Day on Tuesday, February 12, 
2013, from 10:30am - 2:30pm 
at the Convention Center in 
the Empire State Plaza Alba-
ny, New York. Lunch will be 
served at 12:30 p.m., followed 
by speakers and awards. The 
event is free of charge and 
registration is required.

The goal of the day is to 
bring family members and 
advocates from across New 

York State together to meet 
with legislators and state 
leaders to have their voices, 
concerns and stories heard. 
The day will kick off with 
legislative visits and legis-
lators have been invited to 
join the families for lunch. 
New Yorkers interested in 
creating change in children’s 
mental health and family 
support and hearing inspi-
rational speakers talk about 
the power of family support 
and the need to create posi-
tive change for children with 
mental health and other 
challenges should attend. 
The Families Together 2013 
Policy Agenda, reflecting the 
needs of children, youth and 
families with mental health 
challenges, will be presented.

2013 Policy Agenda Priori-
ties includes:

• Raising the Age of 
Criminal Responsibility

• Supporting the Jus-
tice Center for the Protection 
of People with Special Needs

• Implementing Fed-
eral Health Care Reform in 
New York

• Supporting the 
Close to Home Initiative, 
that diverts youth from the 
juvenile justice facilities into 
community-based programs

• Supporting the 
Children’s Plan

Educational and Funding 
Priorities will also be pre-
sented.

Families Together in New 
York State is the statewide 
chapter of the Federation of 

Families for Children’s Men-
tal Health, working diligently 
to provide support and advo-
cacy for families of children 
and youth with social, emo-
tional and behavioral chal-
lenges. The agency collabo-
rates with families, schools, 
policymakers and service 
providers to ensure families 
receive the services needed 
for their children.  

The mission of Families 
Together is to ensure that 
every family has access to 
needed information, support 
and services.

For more information, 
please contact Tracie Killar, 
Director of Communications, 
at 518.432.0333 x 24 or tkil-
lar@ftnys.org

By Patricia Grogg
HAVANA, Feb 6 2013 

(IPS) - Among millions of 
people flocking to the polls 
in Cuba to vote in general 
elections was the unex-
pected figure of former 
president Fidel Castro, 
making a surprise public 
appearance in what was 
interpreted as a reaffirma-
tion of his support for the 
government of his brother, 
President Raúl Castro.

“Nothing is fortui-
tous: Fidel is (showing) 
his support for updating 
the economic model and 
the transformations that 
derive from it,” an analyst 
who asked not to be identi-
fied told IPS.

Castro cast his ballot 
and talked to Cuban media 
Sunday at his polling sta-
tion in the municipality 
of Plaza de la Revolución 
(Revolution Square) in the 
capital, Havana.

The former president 
said, “It is our duty to 
update the Cuban social-
ist model, modernise it, 
but without committing 
errors.” He also spoke 
about the health of Ven-
ezuelan President Hugo 
Chávez who is convalesc-
ing in Havana from a can-
cer operation, saying he 
receives daily information 
about Chávez’s health and 
adding that he is “much 
better”.

Fidel, Cuba’s historic 
leader, became seriously ill 

in 2006. In 2008, after his 
resignation, the National 
Assembly (the single-cham-
ber parliament) elected 
Raúl Castro to be president 
of the 31-member Council 
of State, which according 
to the constitution “is the 
highest representative of 
the Cuban state”.

Since then, Fidel’s chair 
has remained vacant at 
parliamentary sessions. 
Sunday’s elections were 
called to renew provincial 
assemblies and the parlia-
ment, and the former pres-
ident was among the can-
didates. “Fidel is already 
a member of parliament,” 
said the source, without 
further comment.

The unique Cuban elec-
toral system calls for half of 
the 612 candidates to the 
same number of seats in 
the legislature to be select-
ed by municipal assem-
blies, elected in November 
of the previous year. The 
other half are nominated 
by a candidacy commission 
made up of mass organisa-
tions.

Voting is direct, by 
secret ballot, and electors 
can vote for one, several or 
all the candidates in their 
electoral circuit, a territori-
al division of municipalities 
and the basis of the Cuban 
electoral system. The only 
electoral campaign adver-
tising allowed in Cuba is 
the publication of candi-
dates’ biographies.

By William Farrington
On Saturday, Feb. 2, just 

before 3:00 p.m., Constance 
Malcolm, stood in the front 
yard of 749 E 229th St. in 
the Bronx, introducing 
family of victims of police 
brutality. Many were in the 
crowd gathered, there to 
remember her son Ramarley 
Graham. It was inside this 
house, a year later nearly to 
the moment, from the day 
Ramarley was gunned down 
in the bathroom by NYPD 
officer Richard Haste.

Surveillance video 
showed Ramarley enter-
ing the house captured and 
Haste’s movements outside 
the house until he gained 
entry, gun drawn, minutes 
later. 

Now, in a suit filed by the 
family against the NYPD, 
events inside the house are 
detailed. It states Haste 
and several officers burst 
through a locked door, and 
without identifying them-
selves, came down the hall-
way where Ramarley and his 
grandmother Patricia Hart-
ley stood, his young brother 
Chinnor was close by.

Excepts from the suit 
describe his last moments 
and the aftermath:

“Haste ran down the hall-
way with his gun pointed 
and ready to fire. Both Ram-
arley and Patsy were in the 
hallway at the time. Ramar-
ley went inside the hallway 

bathroom. Haste ran to the 
bathroom and immediately 
fired a shot into the bath-
room, striking Ramarley in 
the chest, and dropping him 
to the ground. Patsy was 
several feet away when the 
shot was fired.”

“Patsy immediately cried 
out “why did you shoot him, 
why you killed him?” 

She was pushed back-
wards by Haste, who 

responded “get the f--k away 
before I have to shoot you 
too”

Patsy was not allowed to 
call family and taken to a 
police car and later the 47th 
precinct.

The suit charges the 
NYPD with failure to prop-
erly train officers and dis-
criminating against youth 
of color in the department’s 
stop and frisk policy. 

After the rally, close to a 
hundred supporters includ-
ing Councilman Charles 
Barron and NYC Comp-
troller John Liu marched 
with family members to the 
47th precinct and later a 
church service marked the 
day. A flyer announcing the 
details reminded all “There 
comes a time when silence 
is betrayal” the words of 
Martin Luther King.

Constance Malcolm and Franck Graham, parents of Ramarley Graham, and sister 
Leona Virgo, right, lead supporters in a march to the 47th NYPD precint.  

Photo by William Farrington

Graham suit details killing

Legislative Awareness Day in Albany

Fidel votes for 
Socialist upgrade

Fidel Castro Ruz, makes a rare appearance to cast 
his vote. Marcelino VaZQUEZ HERN
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critically acclaimed from 
almost every quarter on 
the island as he is seen as 
being above the fray and is 
of mixed race in a country 
where that issue is very 
sensitive.

Since then, govern-
ment has admitted that 
it has sought advice from 
eminent local and British 
attorneys as to whether 
Carmona, who lived out-
side of the island while 
serving in The Nether-
lands as a prosecutor at 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal for war crimes 
in the former Yugoslavia 
and Rwanda, has met the 
10-year residency rule. He 
returned to T&T full time 
in 2004. 

 But but many in the 
legal profession argue 
that he has fallen short 
of the requirement and is 
therefore not eligible to be 
appointed by the elector-
al council comprising of 
both the senate and house 

sections of parliament. 
The eminent counsel that 
authorities had consulted 
had all suggested that 
he had maintained T&T 
residency and citizenship 
even by virtue of serving 
professionally overseas 
and is therefore eligible to 
replace Richards.

“The attorney general 
wishes to advise that the 
relevant law was in fact 
independently researched 
and considered by three 

eminent international 
jurists and the govern-
ment is therefore satisfied 
that Mr. Justice Anthony 
Thomas Aquinas Carmo-
na fulfils the constitution-
al requirements for him 
to be validly nominated as 
president of the Republic 
of Trinidad and Tobago,” 
Anand Ramlogan said.

Still unsure, the PNM 
said it has sent a confi-
dential memo to Prime 
Minister Persad-Bissessar, 
asking for clarification as 
Carmona is the only nom-
inee and no one wants 
the country to be embar-
rassed if it turns out that 
he is in fact not qualified 
to become head of state.

His appointment is a 
foregone conclusion if the 
legal uncertainties are 
cleared up before the spe-
cial sitting of parliament 
on February 15,  as most 
of the other paperwork 
for him already has been 
submitted to the outgoing 
president and the parlia-
mentary speaker. 

T&T Presidential nominee
Continued from coverthe dispute with the U.S. gov-

ernment over the U.S. failure 
to abide by American treaty 
obligations with regard to 
remote gaming.

“The economy of Antigua 
and Barbuda has been dev-
astated by the United States 
government’s long cam-
paign over five yesrs   to 
prevent American consumers 
from gambling online with 
offshore gaming operators,” 
said Harold Lovell, Antigua’s 
finance minister. 

“These aggressive efforts to 
shut down the remote gam-
ing industry in Antigua have 
resulted in the loss of thou-
sands of good paying jobs 
and seizure by the Americans 
of billions of dollars belong-
ing to gaming operators and 
their customers in finan-
cial institutions across the 
world,” he added. Lovell said 
if the same type of actions, by 
another nation, caused the 
people and the economy of 
the United States to be so sig-
nificantly impacted, Antigua 
and Barbuda would, “without 
hesitation, support their pur-
suit of justice.”

“We once again ask our 
fellow sovereign nation and 
WTO member, the United 
States of America, to act in 
accordance with the WTO’s 
decisions in this matter, 
before we move forward with 
the implementation of the 
sanctions authorized this day 
by the WTO,” he said. Lovell 
said at its height, the remote 
gaming industry in Antigua 
and Barbuda was the coun-
try’s second largest employer, 
with leading international 
gaming economists esti-
mated that the industry was 
worth over US $3.4 billion to 
the Antiguan economy. 

Having once employed over 
4,000 people, today less than 
500 persons are employed 
in the gaming sector, the 
finance minister said. 

“This economic devasta-
tion has been caused by the 
direct actions of the U.S.,” 
he said, stating that fees 
paid by the gaming industry 
helped fund public education, 
healthcare and the country’s 
infrastructure.

Lovell also said the income 
boosted consumer spending 
and other economic activity 

associated with “a vibrant, 
high-tech industry.” 

“Antigua has decided to 
utilize its right under inter-
national law to compel trea-
ty compliance by the United 
States,” said Colin Murdoch, 
trade ambassador for Anti-
gua. “This decision did not 
come easily.

“After countless proposals 
from our government have 
been more or less ignored 
by the Office of the USTR 
(U.S. Trade Representative) – 
numerous  decisions by the 
WTO declaring the United 
States government’s position 
illegal – and failure of the 
United States government to 
provide meaningful proposals 
to end the dispute, the WTO 
provides this remedy not to 
encourage illicit behavior by 
nations but rather to provide 
them with a way to secure 
their legal rights as sovereign 
nations,” he added. 

“It is important to note 
that the intellectual prop-
erty remedy is incorporated 
in the WTO agreements and 
approved by all members, 
including the United States,” 
Murdoch continued. 

Antigua trade sanctions
Continued from cover

Mr. Justice 
Anthony 

Thomas Aquinas 
Carmona 
fulfils the 

constitutional 
requirements for 
him to be validly 

nominated as 
president of 
the Republic 

of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
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By Nelson A. King 
The United States Depart-

ment of the Treasury and the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
have issued what they describe 
as “comprehensive final regula-
tions” to combat Caribbean and 
other offshore tax evasion.

The departments said the 
reporting and withholding tax 
provisions, commonly known as 
the Foreign Account Tax Compli-
ance Act (FATCA), “target non-
compliance by U.S. taxpayers 
using foreign accounts. 

“The issuance of the final reg-
ulations marks a key step in 
establishing a common intergov-
ernmental approach to combat-
ing tax evasion,” the statement 
said. 

“These regulations provide 
additional certainty for finan-
cial institutions and government 
counterparts by finalizing the 
step-by-step process for U.S. 
account identification, informa-
tion reporting, and withholding 
requirements for foreign finan-
cial institutions (FFIs), other for-
eign entities, and U.S. withhold-

ing agents,” it added. 
Neal Wolin, deputy secretary 

of the Treasury Department, said 
the regulations “give the admin-
istration a powerful set of tools 
to combat offshore tax evasion 
effectively and efficiently.

“The final rules mark a critical 
milestone in international coop-
eration on these issues, and they 
provide important clarity for for-
eign and U.S. financial institu-
tions,” he added. 

The Treasury Department said 
the final regulations “build on 
intergovernmental agreements 
that foster international coop-
eration.”

The department said it has 
collaborated with Caribbean and 
other foreign governments to 
“develop and sign intergovern-
mental agreements that facili-
tate the effective and efficient 
implementation of FATCA by 
eliminating legal barriers to par-
ticipation, reducing administra-
tive burdens, and ensuring the 
participation of all non-exempt 
financial institutions in a part-
ner jurisdiction.”

In order to reduce administra-
tive burdens for financial insti-
tutions with operations in mul-
tiple jurisdictions, the Treasury 
Department said the final regu-
lations “coordinate the obliga-
tions for financial institutions 
under the regulations and the 
intergovernmental agreements.”  

Since the proposed regulations 
were published on Feb. 15, 2012, 
the U.S. Department of Treasury 
said it has collaborated with Car-
ibbean and other foreign govern-
ments to develop two alternative 
model intergovernmental agree-
ments “that facilitate the effec-
tive and efficient implementation 
of FATCA.” 

It said these models serve as 
the basis for concluding bilateral 
agreements with interested juris-
dictions and “help implement the 
law in a manner that removes 
domestic legal impediments to 
compliance, secures wide-spread 
participation by every non-
exempt financial institution in 
the partner jurisdiction, fulfills 
FATCA’s policy objectives, and 
further reduces burdens on FFIs 
located in partner jurisdictions.”

The department said seven 
countries have already signed 
or initialed these agreements, 
identifying them as Norway, the 
United Kingdom, Mexico, Den-
mark, Ireland, Switzerland, and 
Spain.  

By Guy Ellis
CASTRIES, St. Lucia (AP) - Two 

men pleaded guilty Tuesday to 
manslaughter while facing a new 
trial for setting worshippers on 
fire and killing a nun and priest 
during a New Year’s Eve Mass in 
2000.

Kim John and Francis Philip 
are scheduled to be sentenced on 
Feb. 13, but they no longer face 
the death penalty. Murder con-
victs whose appeals last longer 
than five years automatically face 
life sentences instead of hanging.

The men were retried after Brit-
ain’s Privy Council, the highest 
court of appeal for many former 
Caribbean colonies, upheld an 
argument that they were insane.

The crimes are considered one 
of the most heinous in the history 
of the eastern Caribbean island.

Police said the men stormed 
the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception on Dec. 31, 2000, car-

rying flaming torches and dousing 
worshippers with gasoline. They 
were accused of fatally beating 
Sister Theresa Egan, 73, with a 
piece of wood and setting on fire 
Rev. Charles Gaillard, 62. Thirteen 
worshippers also suffered burns, 
some of them so serious that the 
victims had to be treated over-
seas.

Police said the men told them 
they were Rastafarian prophets 
sent by God to fight corruption 
in the Catholic Church. Philip 
laughed during their first trial in 
2003, and John told the judge he 
would rather go to the grave “than 
be a slave in your evil society.”

During the new trial, neither 
John nor Philip spoke except when 
entering their pleas. No victims 
were present in the courtroom 
this time.

The basilica still serves as the 
island’s main Catholic Church.

Two St. Lucians plead 
guilty in church attack 

U.S. moves to combat 
offshore tax evasion
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By Nelson A. King 
A new opinion poll has 

predicted that the main 
opposition New Nation-
al Party (NNP) is likely to 
regain power in Grenada by 
winning the February 19 
general elections with more 
seats than it had before it 
was swept out of power in 
2008. 

The poll by the Barbados-
based Caribbean Develop-
ment Research Services, Inc. 
(CADRES) predicts that the 
NNP, of former Prime Minis-
ter Dr. Keith Mitchell, which 
lost the 2008 election by an 
11-4 margin, is benefitting 
from an 11 percent swing 
away from the incumbent 
National Democratic Con-
gress (NDC) of Prime Minis-
ter Tillman Thomas. 

The poll states that Gren-
adians are in favor of Mitch-
ell heading the new govern-
ment than Thomas. 

The poll, conducted 
between Jan. 18 and 21 after 

Thomas announced the date 
for the general elections, 
states that “57 per cent of 
Grenadians would prefer Dr. 
Keith Mitchell to be their 
prime minister, while 33 per-
cent would prefer Mr. Till-
man Thomas to remain as 
prime minister”. 

“The major political find-
ing of the survey is that there 
has been a decisive swing 
against the governing NDC, 
which CADRES measured at 
11 per cent,” the poll says. 

“The opposition NNP is 
the sole beneficiary of this 
swing away from the NDC, 
and this demonstrates that 
the two-party political con-
versation is still very much a 
reality in Grenada,” it added. 

CADRES also said that the 
NDC off-shoot, the National 
Unity Front (NUF), “has not 
at this time stimulated the 
political interest of Grena-
dians.” 

It said that the projected 
11 percent swing towards 

G’da poll predicts NNP 
likely to regain power
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the NNP needs to be placed 
in the context of the 2008 
election, when the swing 
against the NNP was -0.4 
percent but was significant 
enough to cause its defeat.

“On this occasion, the 
political pendulum has 
swung in the opposite direc-
tion, and it would appear 
as though Grenadians will 
return the NNP to office 
with a majority that is more 
generous than that which it 
enjoyed before the 2008 elec-
tion,” CADRES said. 

CADRES said that the 
poll also shows that voters 
were very much concerned 
about economic issues on 
the island with “the single 
largest quantity of persons 
in the survey (48 percent) 
were most concerned about 
the cost of living at this 
time, while a further 23 per-
cent are concerned about 
employment and 15 percent 
about the economy. 
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By Scott Klinger
Congress dropped the ball 

in the midst of football season 
when it failed to strike a deal 
that provided sufficient revenue 
to invest in the creation of jobs 
and the 21st century infrastruc-
ture our nation so sorely needs. 
The Federal Budget Super Bowl 
is only at half-time. If you are a 
fan of small business and a bet-
ter economic future, it’s time to 
make a lot more noise.

The fiscal cliff deal agreed 
to at the start of the year, took 
only small steps towards the 
policies advocated by many in 
the small business community. 
It restored the Clinton-era top 
income tax rate for the richest 
1 percent of Americans, but this 
move toward a fairer tax system 
was undermined by continuing 
cuts to dividend taxes and the 
estate tax that overwhelmingly 
benefit high-income Americans 
and reduced funds available for 
investment or deficit reduction. 

More than 97 percent of 

small business owners make 
less than $250,000 a year. The 
continued tipping of the tax 
system toward affluent taxpay-
ers is a long-term loss for Main 
Street businesses. It increases 
the pressure to cut government 
spending that businesses as 
well as middle class and work-
ing class families depend on 
– like roads, bridges, safe drink-
ing and other public infrastruc-
ture. Less investment in public 
infrastructure also means fewer 
construction and maintenance 
jobs, which means fewer cus-
tomers with income to spend at 
Main Street merchants.

There were benefits in the fis-
cal cliff deal for small business-

es, particularly those seeking a 
greener economy. The renew-
able energy tax credits were 
extended, for example, provid-
ing incentives for energy effi-
ciency. Some small businesses 
receive benefits from bonus 
depreciation and research and 
development tax credits.

But Congress also delivered 
economically unproductive 
gifts to big business patrons. 
It included subsidies for NAS-
CAR track owners, Hollywood 
movie producers and Puer-
to Rican rum producers. And 
Congress continued irrespon-
sible incentives to shift jobs 
and profits offshore: The Active 
Financing Exception and the 
Controlled Foreign Corporation 
Look-Through enable com-
panies like General Electric, 
Apple and Google, to legally 
shift their U.S. profits to off-
shore tax havens where they are 
lightly, if at all taxed. Corporate 
tax haven abuse costs the U.S. 

To The Editor,
This article may be taken as 

being polemic, leading some read-
ers take umbrage towards this 
author’s perspective, which is 
based on the identity crisis that 
seems to plague “a certain com-
munity” of Black people that 
reside in the borough of Bronx. 
It is penned it in order to compre-
hend their racial consciousness 
on classification among others or 
with the African descendant popu-
lation. It relates to “race, heritage 
and solidarity.”               

     Speaking about the Garifu-
nas, people of color who haplessly 
seemed to have been amputated 
from some African cultural tra-
dition with solidarity within the 
African American community. 
For some among them, in their 
response of such accusation, “it is 
because we have our own dialect,  
our own language, and we never 
were slaves!” And, in retaliation 
emanating from such denounc-
ing remarks will be followed with 
bellowing, vociferous words of 
defense such as, “Don’t you know 
your history, and where you came 
from! All or most of us (through 
our Ancestors) are descendants 
of slaves.  And so are you!” And to 
make matters more disquieting, 
distancing the rope of solidifying 
unity among us, some, or most 
will identify as either “Hispanic  
or Latin/Latino,” simply because 
they also can speak Spanish, thus, 
engendering another obstacle 
(through language) of differences 
among us.

    The population number (not 

exaggerating) has slowly ballooned 
to “more than 150,00,” inhabit-
ants residing within the city. How-
ever, there seems to be a dilemma 
of identity and tradition, among 
this group, especially among the 
young generation of the 21st. 
century, when, as many individu-
als or groups of different ethnics 
groups arrive in America, espe-
cially in New York, that instantly  
it becomes an instant agenda to 
live the American dream, and now 
the hip-hop life style, that to some 
of the older generation, it becomes 
a complicated matter.       

    To understand more of this 
group or community inhabitants, 
who, graciously exemplify pride of 
whom they are as ‘black people,” 
yet, not considering themselves 
wholly as African descendants 
slaves, I perused the history of this 
Black group who evolved from 
Honduras in Central America, 
from origins on the island of St..
Vincent and the Grenadines, once 
inhabited by indigenous Caribs, or 
Ameridians. I committed myself 
to attending a special screening 
in West Harlem of the film, “Gari-
funa In Peril.”

    After viewing the film, I 
participated in a Q&A session 
and came away with the knowl-
edge that the Garifuna culture is 
mostly based on their having been 
amalgamated with the Caliponian 
group of indigenous Amerindians. 
Thus, being “Black” (through the 
British  misnomer) the Africans 
became also known as “Black Car-
ibs.” And, it is because of the Creole 
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By Vinette K. Pryce
February conjures a mixed-bag 

of offerings. 
This year, nationals of Trinidad & 

Tobago will be jumping and waving 
to carnival revelry.

In Jamaica it is regarded as Reg-
gae Month. 

The first day provides an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the birth and life 
of Denis Brown, the revered Crown 
Prince of Reggae. 

Five days later, Robert Nesta Mar-
ley gets accolades and international 
platitudes for taking reggae music 
to the pinnacle of success. Born 
Feb. 6, 1945, the king of the genre 
is annually celebrated with music, 
dance, prose, poetry and commen-
tary that probably would have made 

him blush.  
Here, the month is greeted by 

lovers who embrace, St. Valentine’s 
Day with bouquets, chocolate and 
love notes. For extra measure, every 
four years adds a day for a leap year 
of activities. 

And with the Super-bowl kick-
ing off a month-full of memories, 
Presidents Day commemorates two 
commanders-in-chief while Ash 
Wednesday might temper rever-
ence and a commitment to 40 days 
of Christian penitence during the 
Lenten season.

To many, Black History is fore-
most on the calendar for commem-
orating the progress, pitfalls and 
achievements of a people.

However, on the Friday the 

month dawned this year, New York-
ers paused to reflect on the impact 
of Edward Irving Koch, the 105th 
mayor of the city who died at age 88.  
It was the day a documentary named 
for him debuted in cinemas.

While the film focused on his 
three term tenure from 1978 – 1989, 
not much is mentioned of his rela-
tionship with the Caribbean com-
munity.

Through all the years of his lead-
ership, Koch walked the route of the 
West Indian American Day Carni-
val Association’s Labor Day parade. 
Despite cat-calls and unwelcomed 
jeers from dissenters and critics of 
his policies, Koch walked tall. 

T&T’s Carlos Lezamo endured 
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The continued tipping 
of the tax system 
toward affluent 

taxpayers is a long-
term loss for Main 
Street businesses. 
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     Knowing when to call it a day 
continues to bedevil so many who 
bear the “public figure” label, 
whether in sports, entertainment, 
politics, you-name-it. New York’s 
goodbye to former Mayor Ed Koch 
recalled that he too, though popu-
lar enough to be elected three 
times, rolled the dice once too 
often and found himself rejected 
when he sought to be a four-term-
er. On the national political scene, 
there’s solid reason to believe 
Senator John McCain should have 
already ridden off into the Arizona 
sunset – that he probably should 
have packed it in when he was last 
up for re-election in 2010  and had 
to beat back a primary challenge.

McCain, who seems to relish the 
glare of TV cameras, was recently  
seen grilling former Senator Chuck 
Hagel, the president’s nominee for 
secretary of defense, at Hagel’s 
Senate confirmation hearings. 
Some reports described Hagel as 
looking somewhat unglued dur-
ing his appearance which, if accu-
rate, is understandable if only on 
account of the “battering ram” 
style of questioning engaged in by 
a guy said to be his friend. During 
McCain’s presidential bid in 2008 
Hagel was one of his biggest boost-

ers. But the nominee was shown 
very little in the way of any bond 
of friendship by McCain. True, the 
Arizona senator wasn’t the only 
one among committee Republi-
cans coming on like gangbusters 
against their former colleague. But 
certainly, for Hagel, the acid spew-
ing from McCain had to inflict a 
more lethal hurt.

What’s troubling is where 
McCain sought to score his 
“inquisitor-in-chief” points. He 
may not be the sole proponent of 
this view but he is at best part of 
a small, freakish minority who 
think there’s merit in trumpeting 
the virtues of the Iraq war. McCain 
was obviously bent on making 
an example of Hagel for the lat-
ter’s having suggested that George 
Bush’s celebrated “surge” decision 
in that precipitous and protract-
ed interventionist action was a 
foreign policy blunder. Pressed to 
admit that he was wrong in that 
assessment, Hagel sagely respond-
ed that he would defer to the judg-
ment of history. McCain, not about 
to be appeased, went into full Joe 
McCarthy incarnate mode as he 
excoriated his “friend” and fellow 
war hero.

At this point in the theatrics, a 

logical sequence for an observer, 
even a dispassionate one, would 
have been indulging a fantasy 
format in these hearings which 
allowed for the tables to be 
thereupon turned a bit and for 
the nominee to then inquire of 
McCain if he was prepared to admit 
how reckless he had been with 
the nation (and the world) in his 
choice of a running mate when he 
was the 2008 GOP standard bearer. 
At the time the scuttlebutt was 
that the choice of Sarah Palin had 
been orchestrated by right wing 
kingpins. Even so, having bally-
hooed his full confidence in Palin 
and, following the election, having 
continued his outlandish brand-
ing of the dimwitted bush-leaguer 
as validly presidential, where does 
McCain get off thinking to  ques-
tion anyone’s judgment about any-
thing?    

McCain’s status as a POW, after 
he was shot down and injured as a 
navy pilot during the Vietnam war, 

served him in good stead to earn 
election first to the House brief-
ly and then the Senate. Showing 
himself at times to be not the kind 
of doctrinaire hard-right conserva-
tive as some in his caucus, he was 
seen as someone flexible enough 
on some issues to make compro-
mise possible. Campaign finance 
reform was one such area, as his 
name on the McCain-Feingold bill 
attests. On immigration reform he 
evidenced a willingness to work 
across the aisle as well.

But there has been in latter 
years a pronounced yen from 
McCain for sniping and being quite 
bellicose as far as moves being 
made on the Democratic side. As 
for example,  setting himself up as 
one of the ringleaders who effec-
tively drummed Susan Rice out 
of the running for the secretary 
of state post she was reportedly in 
line for in the Obama second term. 
At every perceived opportunity to 
rain hell and damnation down on 
the administration, on the foreign 
policy front particularly, McCain 
has rushed to his favored location 
in front of the TV lights to make 
his spiel, whether or not it squares 
with the facts as known. 

Some have suggested that this 

belligerence and anger have their 
genesis in McCain’s defeat when 
he ran for the White House in ’08. 
Whether this morphing into the 
“angry man” persona had begun 
before his loss to Obama became 
a done deal we don’t know. But 
there’s an erstwhile McCain ver-
sion, much more given to civil-
ity and evenhandedness than the 
reflection in the mirror these days. 
When departed Secretary of State 
Hilary Clinton suffered injuries, 
which caused her to be hospital-
ized and found herself the target of 
jackals on the right who claimed 
she was faking it to avoid testifying 
on Capitol Hill about the messy 
Benghazi incident, McCain of yes-
teryear would likely have distanced 
himself from the villainy, once 
the life-threatening extent of Clin-
ton’s injuries became clear. That 
he opted, as did the other jerks, for 
stony silence on the Hillary matter 
spoke volumes about how McCain 
has plummeted…and sadly, not 
with a whole lot of grace.

McCain is now 76. And one 
hopes there’s good sense and 
decency enough in the mix for 
him to be willingly compliant with 
directions that read: “Exit, stage 
left.”  

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Gracelessly plummeting from hero to heel
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Treasury nearly $100 billion 
a year, an amount of money 
that far outpaces proposed 
savings from cutting Social 
Security benefits, which is a 
terrible idea. 

As we head into the 
second half of the Feder-
al Budget Super Bowl we 
expect corporate tax issues 
to be on the line of scrim-
mage. Fortune 500 CEOs 
have been coming to Wash-
ington in numbers not seen 
in more than a decade. They 
have been pleading their 
case for DEEP cuts in cor-
porate tax rates and for a 
permanent tax holiday for 
offshore income from U.S. 
taxes (known in DC-speak 
as a territorial tax system) 

– much of it income that is 
generated in the U.S., but is 
shifted offshore using spe-
cial accounting tricks.

When polled last year, 90 
percent of small business 
owners across the political 
spectrum said that big busi-
nesses do not pay their fair 
share of taxes. Last month, 
more than 600 small busi-
ness owners signed a letter 
to Congress and the presi-
dent calling for corporate 
tax reform that would deliv-
er more revenue for invest-
ing in the economy. The 
letter, co-sponsored by the 
American Sustainable Busi-
ness Council, Business for 
Shared Prosperity and the 
Main Street Alliance, called 
for example for closing the 
unproductive offshore tax 

loopholes that allow large 
corporations to lower their 
tax bill or avoid taxes alto-
gether. 

But the small business 
underdogs are in for a tough 
fight in the final half of the 
game. Through coalitions, 
such as Fix the Debt, and 
individually, corporations 
like Google and Pfizer are 
geared up to continue lob-
bying hard for massive tax 
giveaways.

Unlike football, the out-
come of this policy fight 
will have a profound and 
lasting impact on our econ-
omy. When it comes to the 
Federal Budget Super Bowl, 
the stakes are high and we 
all need to be players.

----------
Klinger is tax policy 

director for the Ameri-
can Sustainable Business 
Council.

Federal budget
Continued from page 10 

plenty of hostility for annually 
inviting the feisty politician 
who at times was regarded 
as anti-Black. But for every 
criticism, Lezama would 
offer twice as many reasons 
the mayor should join in the 
pageantry of the Caribbean’s 
most high-profiled event.

Koch never ever refused 
the invitation to join the 
parade, sometimes sharing 
the day with union leaders 
who paraded in Manhattan. 
Annually he waved, smiled 
and at times even mimicked 
a dance or calypso.

He played the steel pans 
with passion and on the steps 
of City Hall joined tenor pan 
players to spread the rhythm 
of the region.

The mayor and I developed 
a relationship that started 
when I hosted a music seg-
ment on a television show 
known as “Rockers.” 

The show taped at the 
same 57th St. studios, the 
mayor taped his weekly pro-
gram. Our paths collided one 
afternoon and from then we 
became friendly adversaries.

I admired the mayor for 
appointing Benjamin Ward, 
the first Black police com-
missioner.

However, I disagreed with 
many of his decisions. 

One in particular was the 
comment he made regarding 
the Central Park Jogger case.

Before all the facts were 
decided, he lambasted the 
Black youths accusing them 
of committing “the crime of 
the century.” 

That I covered the trial 
contributing stories to the 
New York Amsterdam News 
where I was an editor and 
where a recurring editorial 
aimed directly at the mayor 
-- ran weekly on its front page 
calling for “Koch must resign” 
-- was never an obstacle.

It was there that I intro-
duced and launched a Car-
ibbean page more than two 
decades ago.

Throughout the years, I 
sought comments from the 
former mayor. 

He always responded. 
At times, predictably com-

bative. 
We disagreed on many top-

ics – President Jimmy Cart-
er, some of President Barack 
Obama’s policies and the 
Israeli/Palestinian conflict, 
however, at times we also 
shared the same opinions on 
a myriad of topics. 

Mostly, we agreed on his 
weekly movie reviews. 

The last time we exchanged 
notes, was just after the 
Sandy Hook tragedy. A few 
days after the shootings, he 
wrote a commentary focusing 
on Israel.

Due to the fact he fre-
quently responds with haste 
to current events I found it 
out of context that he did not 

comment on the mass mur-
ders of children.

I asked him why he hadn’t.
“Vinette, what more can 

I say?” 
“Mr. Mayor, you said the 

Central Park rape was the 
crime of the 20th century, 
don’t you think this is the 
crime of this century?” I 
asked.

Mayor Koch said he 
thought I was being anti-Isra-
el and said he wanted us to 
cease communication.

We had had many heated 
disagreements but this one 
was not worth challenging.

I respected his wish but 
afterwards told him that I 
would see his film.

The film opened on Feb. 1, 
the day he died.

I cannot help but wish he 
had read some of the kudos 
and criticism. For sure he 
would have agreed and disa-
greed with many of them. 

No mayor who has been 
out of office for two decades 
has ever held the kind of sway 
Koch commanded. Although 
he resigned from public office, 
he was as public to New York-
ers as the seasons.

He remained a voice – 
even endorsing the first bid 
for a Black President Obama 
by campaigning throughout 
Florida. Although he disa-
greed with some of his poli-
cies, Koch endorsed a second 
term for the first Black leader 
to occupy the White House.  

Mayor Koch remembered
Continued from page 10 
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Attorneys at Law
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HOLY FAMILY CHURCH  
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— AND —

4802 Tenth Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11219  |  WWW.MAIMONIDESMED.ORG /HEART

The right care. Right here.

Invite you to a

WOMEN’S Heart to Heart
lecture and free catered dinner 

 
Vice President, Cardiovascular Services  
Maimonides Heart and Vascular Center 

 
Family Practice Doctor

 
Lecturer, Heart Transplant Survivor 

Monday, February 25, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Monday-Friday 9am-6pm; Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sunday

Now Available
High Defi nition

DIgital Progressives
Call For Pricing & Info

Now Carrying
Ernest 

Hemingway
Vintage Inspired 

Eyewear

 Have you been injured?
 Have you been discriminated against at work?
 Have you been falsely arrested 

   or a victim of police brutality?
 Have you been arrested? 

Call today to get the money you deserve. 
Calls personally taken 24/7

Law Office of   John A. Scola, PLLC

(212) 537–0598  | www.johnscolalaw.com

lingo of words among these 
African (would-be descend-
ant slaves), that a language 
referred to as Garifuna, ema-
nated. The escaped Africans 
had learned and created it 
from the diversity of other 
languages such as French, 
Arawak and African Swahili.

But throughout the 
movie, very little (if any) 
was mentioned of, or about, 
Africa. It was never men-
tioned from what country 
[in Africa] the/our ancestors 
were being brought “to be 
made slaves (if not already) 
by the two Spanish slave 
ships, or galleons that sailed 
towards the archipelagos of 
the Caribbean, before being 
shipwrecked in 1675. There 
was never any mentioned of 
a religious tradition, a way 
life practiced in Africa, fear-
ing that it could be extended 
unto their new surroundings 
and become part of preserv-
ing the ancestral base for 
future generations.

Everything learning was, 
“Garifuna” (which is simply 
a language!)  And so, I could 

not help but to reminisce 
about reading a passage of 
the book, “Ghosts In Our 
Blood -- with Malcolm X 
in Africa, England and the 
Caribbean,” from one of my 
social and cultutal heros -- 
Malcolm X, as he dissemi-
nate in a conversation with 
the author (a recent Ances-
tor) Jan Carew, describing 
“How our mental coloniza-
tion has taken shape, having 
a grave effect on our psy-
che, being ghettoized physi-
cally and psychologically 
morphed.”

It reads: “They--the Euro-
pean slave traders--took us 
out of Africa. Now, through 
the indoctrination of Euro-

pean glory, and out of Afri-
ca’s rape and abandonment, 
they’ve taken Africa out of 
us.”    

 I hope my position would 
benefit the present Garifuna 
population as well as future 
populations, if they would 
illustrate more or as equal 
of the richness of your/OUR 
Africanness, through their 
presence at presentations 
of African themes, while 
maintaining their Garifuna 
language. After all, whether 
the Ancestors had to learn 
to speak another European 
language in order to com-
municate with their oppres-
sor, while being ensnared 
in the captivity of negativ-
ity of chattel enslavement. 
Remember, the tongue, does 
not have a race , nor a color. 
But the physical presences 
from whence that tongues 
belong, is always seen as a 
black man/woman and child 
from the bosom of Mother-
Africa.

Come back home, Gari-
funa.

 Ali-Abdul Perez is an 
Afro-Caribhbean cultural 
nationalist..

Identity crisis in America
Continued from page 10 
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percent in December 2012, from 8.1 percent 
in November.

In its first Repo Rate report for 2013, the 
bank noted headline inflation for the whole 
of 2012 averaged 9.3 percent, up 5.2 per-
cent from 2011. Last year, May recorded the 
highest inflation rate of 12.6 percent.

Food inflation, which continues to exert 
a strong influence on the headline inflation 
rate, slowed to 12.7 percent, down from 14.9 
percent.

This slowdown in the rate of food infla-
tion for December partly reflects the impact 
of the removal of Value Added Tax (VAT) in 
November, 2012, on several food items, the 
Bank said.

Core inflation (which excludes food pric-
es) remained at 3.1 percent. Slower year-on-
year increases were recorded for alcohol, 
tobacco, health, clothing and footwear and 
recreation and culture.

Antigua
Antigua is seeking per-

mission to run a website 
that sells music, movies 
and software, but ignores 
copyright laws.

Antigua is due to appear before the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) seeking permis-
sion to run the site. The decision to set up 
the website is the end point of a long-run-
ning dispute with the U.S. over gambling.

The U.S. has objected to Antigua’s plan 

saying it amounted to official “piracy” of 
intellectual property. Officials from Antigua 
will make their plea before the WTO’s dis-
pute settlement body to get “final authori-
zation” to set up the site.

Antigua went to the WTO after U.S. 
moved to stop American citizens using 
gambling services, including web-based 
betting shops and casinos, run from the 
Caribbean country. Antigua claims that 
action deprived it of billions of dollars in 
revenue.   

Barbados
Barbadians will go to the polls on Feb. 

21 to elect a new government, the Govern-
ment Information Service 
(BGIS) said. Nomination 
Day is set for Feb. 6.

Prime Minister Freun-
del Stuart said Governor 
General Sir Elliot Belgrave 
has issued the writ for a general election 
and dissolved Parliament.

The announcement ends months of 
speculation as to when the ruling Demo-
cratic Labor Party (DLP) will seek a second 
term in office. The opposition Barbados 
Labor Party (BLP) had boycotted a recent 
sitting of the House of Assembly, in pro-
test against the delay in calling the elec-
tion past the fifth anniversary of the DLP 
administration on Jan. 15.

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Milford Tile Inc.
HOURS

Come in and see our beautiful wall and floor tiles on display 
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By Azad Ali
A High Court judge is set 

to become the next presi-
dent of Trinidad and Toba-
go.

Justice Anthony Thomas 
Aquinas Carmona will be 
elected the fifth president of 
T&T on Feb. 15.

In making the announce-
ment at the Diplomatic 
Center, St. Ann’s, Port of 
Spain on Monday, Prime 
Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar hailed Carmona 
as a “distinguished son of 
the soil,” naming him as 
the government’s nominee 
to succeed President Max-
well Richards.

The president is elected 
by the Electoral College, 
which comprises members 
of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate.

 Persad-Bissessar empha-
sized that there was great 
consultation and delibera-
tion on the country’s new 
president.

She said Carmona was 
an internationally respect-
ed member of the judiciary, 
having recently been elect-
ed as a judge of the Inter-
national Criminal Court 
(in the Hague) – which is 
internationally recognized 
as having been formed out 
of a proposal put forward by 
former Trinidad and Tobago 
Prime Minister Arthur NR 
Robinson.

Carmona, she said, has a 
distinguished career in the 
criminal justice system over 
the past 10 years, having 
served under several admin-
istrations.

Persad-Bissessar noted 
that Carmona held the 
position of deputy direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP) and acting director 
of Public Prosecutions and 
was also the United Nations 
prosecutor at the interna-
tional criminal court for the 
former Yugoslavia and the 
International Criminal Tri-

bunal for Rwanda (ICTR).
She added that Carmona 

has also been a senior tutor 
in the department of gov-
ernment and a lecturer in 
languages and linguistics at 
the University of the West 
Indies.

On March 17, the sec-
ond term of president will 
expire. Richards has served 
as president for two dec-
ades.

Persad-Bissessar noted 
that T&T first president, the 
late Sir Ellis Clarke, swore 
on Aug. 1, 1976 to uphold 
the Constitution in good 
faith with bias no one and 
showed that citizens were 
capable of governing our-
selves in peace, harmony 
and progress.

Some 36 years later, Per-
sad-Bissessar said T&T has 
impressed the world with 
literary, cultural, scientific, 
business and technology 
advancements and develop-
ments.

Anthony Carmona to be 
new T&T president

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL!

$1,699

2635 NOSTRAND AVE . BETWEEN AVE L&M . 718-554-5632
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

SMALL BUSINESS    RESOURCES

By Christina Rexrode & 
Daniel Wagner

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Obama administration 
on Tuesday accused Stand-
ard & Poor’s of refusing 
to warn investors that the 
housing market was collaps-
ing in 2006 because it would 
be bad for business.

The civil charges against 
the credit rating agency 
were the administration’s 
most aggressive action to 
date against those deemed 
responsible for contributing 
to the worst financial crisis 
since the Great Depression. 
They followed years of criti-
cism that the government 
had failed to do enough.

The Justice Department 
accused S&P of knowingly 
inflating its ratings of risky 
mortgage investments that 
helped trigger the crisis. It’s 
demanding $5 billion in pen-
alties.

According to the lawsuit, 
S&P gave high marks to the 
investments because it want-
ed to earn more business 
from the banks that issued 
them.

“This alleged conduct is 
egregious — and it goes to 
the very heart of the recent 
financial crisis,” Attorney 
General Eric Holder said at 
a news conference.

Experts said the lawsuit 
could serve as a template for 
future action against Fitch 

and Moody’s, the other two 
major credit rating agencies.

High ratings from the 
three agencies made it possi-
ble for banks to sell trillions 
in risky investments. Some 
investors, including pension 
funds, can buy only securi-
ties that carry high credit 
ratings.

S&P, a unit of New York-
based McGraw-Hill Cos., 
called the lawsuit “merit-
less.”

“Hindsight is no basis 
to take legal action against 
the good-faith opinions of 

professionals,” the company 
said in a statement. “Claims 
that we deliberately kept rat-
ings high when we knew 
they should be lower are 
simply not true.”

According to the lawsuit, 
S&P recognized that home 
prices were sinking and that 
borrowers were having trou-
ble repaying loans. Yet these 
facts weren’t reflected in the 
safe ratings S&P gave to 
complex real-estate invest-
ments known as mortgage-
backed securities and collat-
eralized debt obligations, the 

lawsuit alleges.
At least one S&P exec-

utive who had raised con-
cerns about the company’s 
proposed methods for rating 
investments was ignored.

S&P executives expressed 
concern that lowering the 
ratings on some investments 
would anger the clients sell-
ing these investments and 
drive new business to S&P’s 
rivals, the government 
claims.

Holder called the case “an 
important step forward in 
our ongoing efforts to inves-

tigate and punish the con-
duct that is believed to have 
contributed to the worst 
economic crisis in recent 
history.”

The $5 billion in penalties 
the government is demand-
ing would amount to several 
times the annual revenue 
of McGraw-Hill’s Standard 
& Poor’s Ratings division. 
The ratings business gener-
ated $1.77 billion in revenue 
in 2011. McGraw-Hill’s total 
revenue was $6.25 billion.

The fraudulent ratings 
contributed to the failure 
of a California credit union 
that required a multibillion 
dollar government bailout, 
the lawsuit said. It said West-
ern Federal Corporate Credit 
Union bought the invest-
ments because of S&P’s 
endorsement.

Western Federal was 
among five wholesale 
credit unions that regula-
tors took over in 2009 and 
2010. To wind them down, 
the National Credit Union 
Administration borrowed 
$11.2 billion from the Treas-
ury. It’s repaid about $6.1 
billion. The agency said the 
costs will be paid by the 
credit union industry and 
Treasury will be fully repaid.

Critics complained that 
the government’s action 
Tuesday involves civil rath-
er than criminal charges. 
Criminal charges, which 

would carry the possibility 
of jail time, would be harder 
to prove.

Former Sen. Ted 
Kaufman, D-Del., who 
served on a panel that inves-
tigated the financial crisis, 
argued that actions by S&P 
and its employees amounted 
to criminal fraud.

“If you’re selling some-
thing that you’re saying has 
a certain level of safety, and 
you know it doesn’t have 
that level of safety, that’s 
fraud,” Kaufman said.

He said big civil fines just 
end up hurting sharehold-
ers.

“The executives, the folks 
that did it, aren’t going to 
pay anything,” Kaufman 
said.

A lack of stronger evi-
dence probably prevented 
Justice from seeking crimi-
nal charges against the 
company or its employees, 
said Jacob Frenkel, a lawyer 
formerly with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission.

Still, the complexity of the 
case could make it a model 
for future lawsuits against 
the other rating agencies, 
he said.

“I think the S&P case is 
likely to be a template for 
use against the other rating 
agencies as long as the gov-
ernment believes it has the 
evidence to make its case,” 
Frenkel said.

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Attorney General Eric Holder speaks at the Justice Department in Washington, 
Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013. AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin

U.S. sues S&P over pre-crisis mortgage ratings
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EYE SERVICE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

Brooklyn’s “Clear Choice”  
for all your vision needs

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment

Diabetic Eye Screening & Treatment
Routine Eye Examinations for Children & Adults

PARK SLOPE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

11 Plaza St. West
Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-638-2020

EAST FLATBUSH/CROWN HEIGHTS
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

585 Schenectady Avenue
DMRI 2nd Fl.

Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-604-5000

VISIT US AT 
www.downstate-eye.com

www.kingsbrook.org

Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center

Everyone is at risk for Traumatic Brain Injury!

Learn about a traumatic brain injury study 
that may affect you or someone you know.
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) is sudden damage to the brain caused by an outside force to the 
head—such as a car crash, a fall, or from something hitting the head.

ProTECTTM III is a research study designed to see if progesterone, a hormone normally 
found in our bodies, can reduce the amount of brain damage caused from a TBI. Previous 
studies suggest that progesterone, given immediately after a TBI, may help treat brain 
injuries by reducing brain swelling and damage.

Normally, researchers get permission(consent)before a person can be included in a study. 
A person with a TBI will not be able to give consent at the time of injury. Since TBIs must 
be treated quickly, there might not be enough time to locate and talk to the person’s 
legal guardian about hte study, so it’s possible that a person might be enrolled in the 
study without his/her legal guardian’s consent. This is called “Exception from Informed 
Consent”(EFIC).

If you would like more information about the study or would like to decline participation in 
advance, please go to our website or contact us by e-mail or phone. We would be happy to 
answer questions or to send you a “ProTECT III Declined” bracelet that you will need to wear 
for the duration of the study. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
website www.protectiii.com

e-mail eric.legome@downstate.edu
phone 718-245-4790

(SPM Wire) If it seems like your 
grocery store bills are getting big-
ger, you’re not imagining it: food 
prices are on the rise, and poised 
to go higher.

Scarce rainfall plus last sum-
mer’s record-breaking heat wave 
resulted in scorched crops in many 
of the nation’s grain-producing 
regions. The reduced fall harvest 
has created higher prices at the 
supermarket now, for products 
ranging from boxes of cereal to 
bottles of soda, and from bacon 
to beef.

The World Bank has even 
warned that high and volatile food 
prices may be the “new normal.”

Luckily, shoppers can take a few 
easy steps to help ease the bite on 
food budgets.

• Buy fewer processed food 
products. That means buying fresh 
fruit instead of processed packaged 
fruit snacks, or peanuts in the 
shell rather than shelled, roasted 
and salted peanuts in a can. Less 
processing equals greater value, 
explains Kara Newman, author of 
“The Secret Financial Life of Food: 
From Commodities Markets to 
Supermarkets.”

“When you buy packaged food, 
only 15 to 20 cents of every dollar 

goes toward the raw commodi-
ties used in that product,” New-
man says, citing a USDA study 
that focused on price inputs for 
a typical box of corn flakes. In 
that box, 15 percent to 20 percent 
of the price goes toward the raw 
corn, she explains -- the rest goes 
toward processing, transportation 
and fuel, advertising, and other 
expenses related to getting a box 
on a retail shelf. “In the end, you 
pay more for the packaging than 
you do for the corn in your corn 
flakes!”

• Try out “Meatless Mondays.” 
Consider preparing vegetarian 
meals at least once a week. In 2012, 
the steepest food price increases 
were among beef and veal, and 
poultry products, according to 
USDA figures -- and those products 
are expected to trend higher still 
in 2013. By comparison, fresh veg-
etables were the only category that 
saw a decline in prices last year.

Can’t bear to go completely veg-
gie? Try subbing eggs, dairy and 
fish for beef and poultry -- those 
products have had slightly gentler 

price increases.
• Cut out the middleman. “One 

of the secrets nobody tells you is 
that you can opt out of buying 
‘commodity products’ if you want,” 
Newman notes. “To do that, shop 
at greenmarkets where you can 

buy direct from farmers and other 
food producers.”

There are many different fac-
tors that influence food prices and 
many ways the financial markets 
influence prices in the supermar-
ket, points out Newman, whose 

new book, “The “Secret Financial 
Life of Food,” explores the myster-
ies behind culinary trends, grocery 
pricing, and restaurant dining.

Thankfully, there also are many 
different ways you can help lower 
your family’s food bills.

HEALTH

Buying fresh fruits provides greater value for the family. (c) Monkey Business - Fotolia.com

Tips for reducing your family’s food bills
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Striving to be a Pain Free NYC

PAIN PHYSICIANS NY provides a full range of advance 
services to help our patients return to a healthy and 
pain-free lifestyle. We are committed to providing 

the most effective treatments and utilizing the latest 
technologies for each patient.

Our services include: We can help with:

ENGLISH & SPANISH 
SPEAKING STAFF

(718) 998-9890
We accept most major medical insurances, medicare, medicaid, workers 

compensation, and personal injury insurance

BROOKLYN : 813 QUENTIN ROAD
MANHATTAN: 780 8TH AVENUE

QUEENS : 214-19 JAMAICA AVENUE
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(StatePoint) While last year’s 
cold and flu season was mild, 
experts say this year could bring 
you a wallop of sniffles and sneez-
es.

While there is no cure for the 
cold or flu, despite what mom says 
about her soup, over-the-counter 
(OTC) medications can provide 
relief for the most common symp-
toms. And these guidelines can 
help you better navigate the cold 
and flu aisle:

Sneezing Got You 
Down?

OTC antihistamines can pro-
vide relief from sneezing, runny 
noses and watery eyes by block-
ing the action of histamine, a 
chemical in the body that triggers 
congestion and upper respiratory 
discomfort.

Constant Cough
Cough suppressants, also 

known as antitussives, basically 
tell your brain to stop cough-
ing. One commonly used cough 

suppressant is dextromethorphan, 
which relieves cough symptoms 
but doesn’t speed recovery. 

If you’re producing mucus, how-
ever, don’t take a cough suppres-
sant. Instead, look for an expec-
torant, a medicine that helps thin 
the mucus in the lungs and soothe 
an irritated respiratory tract.

All Clogged Up!
Decongestants like pseudoephe-

drine (PSE) relieve a stuffy nose 
and congestion by actually nar-
rowing the blood vessels in nasal 
passages so you can breathe more 
easily.

PSEs are now located behind 
the pharmacy counter because 
they are an ingredient that can 
be used to make the illegal drug 
methamphetamine (meth). Rest 
assured though, PSE has been 
safely used for decades.

If you’re clogged up, consider 

treating your symptoms and doing 
your part to keep your community 
safer at the same time. Ask your 
pharmacist about new Nexafed 
30mg pseudoephedrine HCl tab-
lets, the next-generation PSE that 
provides the same effective cold 
and allergy relief from standard 
PSEs, but with technology that 
disrupts the extraction and con-
version of pseudoephedrine into 
methamphetamine.

Stop the Pain
If your symptoms include mus-

cle aches or high fever, consider 
an analgesic or painkiller. Most 
OTC analgesics fall in to two cate-
gories:  acetaminophen or NSAIDs 
(nonsteroidal anti-inflammato-
ry drugs). Both medications can 
reduce fever and ease aches and 
pains from the flu or cold.

Scratchy Throat
Help ease throat pain with 

cough drops or throat spray. While 
not a cure-all, cough drops or 
hard candy can help provide relief 

from a dry, tickling cough. Also 
consider taking a warm shower or 
using a vaporizer to increase the 
moisture of indoor air.

No matter what your symptoms 
are, it’s important to get some rest 
and stay hydrated. Doctors recom-
mend six to eight hours of sleep 
every night to fight and prevent 
illnesses and keep the immune 
system healthy.

If you have any questions or 

doubts about which medications 
may be best for you, talk with 
your pharmacist. And if symptoms 
worsen or last for more than two 
weeks, be sure to see your doctor.

More tips on how to prevent 
and treat a cold or the flu can be 
found at www.CDC.gov.

Don’t needlessly suffer this sea-
son. With the right treatment, you 
can help alleviate your cold and 
flu symptoms.

HEALTH

Over-the-counter (OTC) medications can provide relief for the 
most common symptoms. (c) .Shock - Fotolia.com

What you need to fight the 
flu and common cold

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 
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ENTERTAINMENT

“No Name” – New York’s 
best damn comedy/variety 
show celebrates its 19th 
anniversary this month 
with two shows at Otto’s in 
Manhattan. The fun begins 
on Friday, Feb. 8  with per-
formers  comic/storyteller 
Tom Shillue (Late Night 
with Jimmy Fallon), alt-folk 
singer-songwriter Jessica 

Delfino (“Good Morning 
America”) and author/story-
teller Michele Carlo (“Fish 
Out Of Agua”). 

The festivities continue on 
Friday, Feb. 15  with comic/
pundit/blogger Leighann 
Lord (Fox News “Strategy 
Room”) comedian  Ophira 
Eisenberg (NPR’s “Ask Me 

By Vinette K. Pryce
The 50th anniversary of 

the assassination of Medgar 
Wiley Evers will be marked 
in Brooklyn during Black 
History Month when The 
People of the Sun Middle 
Passage Collective hosts a 
fundraising fashion show, 
honorarium and commem-
orate the contribution of 
the martyred activist. 

Slated for Feb. 23, the 
event will pay tribute to the 
Mississippi-born, former 
NAACP Civil Rights activ-
ist who was killed June 12, 
1963 by racists when he 
attempted to register Blacks 
to vote in the south five 
decades ago. Evers’ half-
century tribute will be held 
at Medgar Evers College, the 
youngest four-year institu-
tion within the City Univer-
sity of New York educational 
system which grants bac-
calaureate degrees. Estab-
lished in his honor in 1970, 
MEC embraced the motto: 
“We create success, one stu-
dent at a time” and since 
expanded from its origi-
nal humble beginning in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant to now 
competitively align with 
older institutions offering 

various schools of learning.
MEC boasts four -- The 

School of Business; The 
School of Professional and 
Community Development; 
The School of Liberal Arts 
and Education and The 
School of Science, Health, 
and Technology.

According to Akeem, coor-
dinator of the 24th annual 
Tribute to Our Ancestors 
of the Middle Passage rit-
ual held at the boardwalk 
and beach in Coney Island, 
on that date the Collective 
will also honor Chine Ifeo-
ma with the African Spirit 
Award. He will be distin-
guished for his tireless work 
with the community. 

Fashion Show 2013 will 
include creations by design-
ers Moshood, Raif, and 
Akeem Collection.

Spoken word presen-
tations, music and dance 
performances and a special 
appearance by Kowteff will 
highlight the fashion-for-
ward tribute. Vendors will 
be onsite to provide a wide 
array of items. The event 
will be held at the MEC 
Auditorium, 1650 Bedford 
Ave., and will begin at 6:30 
p.m. 

By Tequila Minsky
Haiti is readying for its national 

Carnival, to be held this coming 
weekend in Cape Haitien, not Port-
au-Prince. In the spirit of decen-
tralization, last year and this, Hai-
ti’s Carnival is being held in other 
main cities.  

Traditionally, a smaller but 
grand and entirely unique Carni-
val celebration is held the weekend 

before the national Carnival in 
Jacmel, a coastal town two hours 
south of Port-au-Prince, near miles 
of lovely beach frontage. 

This year, with support from 
CARICOM, and the full blessings 
of the Ministries of Culture and 
Tourism, the Jacmel Carnival took 
place under the Caribbean sun 
with costumed, masked Jacmelians 
parading along a crowded route, 

the city’s main drag. 
The long-time Jacmel tradi-

tion of papier mache, expressed in 
ghouls and devils and other fantas-
tic creatures masked the walkers. 
Butterflies to humming and birds 
of all kinds, bulls and zebras, long–
necked giraffes, and other beasts 
were part of the full menagerie. 

Former presidents going back to 

A feast of creativity and excitement

Continued on Page 24

Continued on Page 24

Costumed revelers participate in the Jacmel Carnival, Haiti. Photo by Tequila Minsky

MEC Fashion Show to 
honor namesake 

‘No Name’ anniversary 
shows at Otto’s

JACMEL JACMEL 
CARNIVAL CARNIVAL 
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the Duvaliers, the singers in the 
band Arcade Fire and the “image” 
of vodou gods, just to name a 
few, formed the cast of reveling 
characters. The traditional Cha-
loska men with oversized mouths 
of clapping teeth ran around in 
circles. These personalities are 
based on an infamous and mur-
derous Charles Oscar from the 
1915 U.S. occupation of Haiti. 

This year also witnessed “swat 
teamed” men covered in tar, chas-
ing down criminals and acting 
aggressive toward the crowd.   

Folkloric dancers danced the 
route. Rara bands played. Young 
men wearing wigs and thongs, 
body-painted in Haiti’s flags 
colors of red and blue, rode small 
bikes. Cosmology students parad-
ed with fantastic hair-dos.

Costumed revelers expressed 
ecological themes. More than 
one papier-mâché tree was car-
ried along. Marchers wearing cos-
tumes of plastic bottles carried 
signs about proper “plastik” dis-
posal.  One group with  baskets 
of fruits and vegetables held signs 
promoting eating local produce 
with their signs. 

As spectators along the route 
began to crowd, a bottle-neck 
began, and even the minister of 
tourism was caught and tried to 
figure out how to unsnare the 

hold-up. 
Viewing stands were built 

along the route to accommodate 
visitors while other lucky resi-
dents peered from the balconies 
of their friends’ homes. 

Elizabeth Zeder, a first time 
visitor to Haiti from Connecti-
cut, who watched from a bal-
cony said, “The procession was 
visually amazing and the music 
was incredible. Actually though, 
the crowd was completely over-
whelming.”  

The night before Carnival a 
reception was held for the town’s 
dignitaries. Folkloric groups per-
formed and poetry was read.  Rec-
ognized also were the partici-
pants in Haiti’s first international 
mountain bike event, Mountain 
Bike Ayiti-MTB Ayiti held on Feb. 1 
and 2. The 65-mile route climbed 
grueling mountains – 8,000 feet of 
uphill stretches, included an over-
night in  mountain-high Seguin, 
and ended in the coastal town of 
Marigot. The Haitian team from 
Leogane excelled alongside pro-
fessionals and world champions 
such as Marla Streb, Hans Rey 
among others. Haiti placed first 
with Jean Willy Joseph, and third 
with Aleb Alrich. 

As one of the areas to concen-
trate tourism development, the 
Ministry of Tourism has targeted 
Jacmel.

Continued from page 23 

Another”) and Hari Kondabolu 
(FX Networks “Totally Biased 
with W. Kamau Bell”).  

Both shows – which start 
at 7:00 p.m. - will feature “No 
Name” house band “The Sum-
mer Replacements” including 
Carl (BabyFreak) Fortunato, Pat 
(Dangerous Monk) O’Shea and 
Fernando (Dr. Sandman) Morales 
Gonzalez. No cover, no mini-
mum and Otto’s is located at 538 
E 14th St (Cross Street: Between 
Avenue A and Avenue B) “L” sub-
way train to First Avenue. 

Continued from page 23 
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Pitch Perfect
Soundtrack   

Set You Free
Gary Allan

Kidz Bop 23
Kidz Bop Kids 

 Red
Taylor Swift

Unorthodox Jukebox
Bruno Mars

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

Night Visions
Imagine Dragons

Long.Live.A$AP
A$AP Rocky     

Babel
Mumford & Sons

The Lumineers
The Lumineers

Locked Out Of Heaven
Bruno Mars

Thrift Shop
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis...

Ho Hey
The Lumineers

I Knew You Were Trouble.
Taylor Swift

Don’t You Worry Child
Swedish House Mafia Feat. John Martin

One More Night
Maroon 5

Beauty And A Beat
Justin Bieber Feat. Nicki Minaj

Diamonds
Rihanna

Home
Phillip Phillips

F**kin Problems
A$AP Rocky Featuring Drake, 2 Chainz 
& Kendrick Lamar 

‘No Name’

Jacmel Carnival

“No Name and A Bag O’ 
Chips”  Comedy/Variety Feb-
ruary 2013 Anniversary Shows 
at  Otto’s in Manhattan will 
feature author/storyteller Mi-
chele Carlo (left) and comic/
pundit/blogger Leighann 
Lord.   Photo courtesy No Name 

and a Bago of Chips

Masked Jacmelians parade along the main streets in Jacmel, Haiti.

A reveler participates in the Jacmel Carnival. Photos by Tequila Minsky
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Caesar Must Die (Unrat-
ed) Rehabilitation drama, 
set in Rome, revolving 
around maximum-security 
prison inmates’ preparation 
for a public performance of 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. 
Starring Salvatore Striano, 
Cosimo Rega and Giovanni 
Arcuri. (In Italian with sub-
titles)

Ferlinghetti: A Rebirth 
of Wonder (Unrated) Rev-
erential retrospective about 
painter, beat poet and lib-
eral activist Lawrence Fer-
linghetti featuring archival 
footage of family, friends 
and colleagues like Allen 
Ginsburg, Amiri Baraka and 
Dennis Hopper.

A Glimpse inside the 
Mind of Charles Swan III 
(R for nudity and profanity) 
Charlie Sheen stars in the 
title role of this romantic 
comedy about a heartbroken 
graphic designer who comes 
to grips about being dumped 
by his beautiful girlfriend 
(Katheryn Winnick) by cry-
ing on the shoulder of his 
sister (Patricia Arquette) and 
a couple of pals (Bill Murray 
and Jason Schwartzman). 
With Dermot Mulroney, 
Aubrey Plaza and Marc Cop-
pola.

Lore (Unrated) World 

War II saga, set in 1945, 
about a 14-year-old girl (Sas-
kia Rosendahl) who leads 
her younger siblings (Nele 
Trebs, Mika Seidel, Andre 
Frid and Nick Holaschke) on 
a perilous, 500-mile trek to 
grandma’s house in Ham-
burg after their Nazi parents 
(Hans-Jochen Wagner and 
Ursina Lardi) are arrested 
by Allied soldiers. With Sven 
Pippig, Philip Wiegratz and 
Kai Malina.

The Playroom (Unrated) 
Dysfunctional family drama, 
set in the Seventies, revolv-
ing around four troubled 
siblings (Olivia Harris, Ian 
Veteto, Jonathon McClendon 
and Alexandra Doke) who 
escape to their attic while 
their alcoholic parents (John 
Hawkes and Molly Parker) 
are entertaining guests 
downstairs. Cast includes 
Jonathan Brooks, Cody 
Linley and Lydia Mackay. 

A Rubberband Is an 
Unlikely Instrument (Unrat-
ed) Down-and-out docu-
mentary about a Brooklyn 

family’s attempt to keep 
their head above water while 
dealing with gentrification 
and financial woes during 
the waning days of the G.W. 
Bush administration.

The Sorcerer and the 
White Snake (PG-13 for 
sensuality, violence, action 
sequences and frightening 
images) Martial arts fantasy 
based on an ancient Chinese 
legend about a sorcerer’s (Jet 
Li) fight for the soul of a phy-
sician (Raymond Lam) who 
has fallen in love with a 1000 
year-old snake disguised as 
an attractive young  woman 
(Eva Huang). With Vivian 
Hsu, Zhang Wen and Char-
lene Choi. (In Mandarin 
with subtitles)

Top Gun (PG for action 
sequences, sexuality and 
profanity) 3D re-release of 
the 1986 Tom Cruise clas-
sic chronicling the competi-
tion among some daredevil 
Navy pilots to graduate at 
the top of their class. With 
Val Kilmer, Kelly McGillis 
and Meg Ryan.

By Kam Williams
“Movie 43” is a shallow shock-

sploitation flick which revels in 
raunchy lowbrow humor. What is 
supposed to elevate this terminal-
ly-crude comedy above your typi-
cal bottom-feeder is its A-list cast 
topped by Academy Award-winners 
Halle Berry and Kate Winslet, as 
well as Oscar-nominees Uma Thur-
man, Naomi Watts, Hugh Jackman 
and Terrence Howard.

However, the picture fails mis-

erably in this regard, as it mere-
ly ends-up dragging the entire 
ensemble into the mud. This scat-
terplot sketch flick features a dozen 
directors, including Peter Farrelly 
(There’s Something about Mary), 
Brett Ratner (Rush Hour trilogy), 
Bob Odenkirk (The Brothers Solo-
mon), to name a few.

The film is essentially a series 
of skits being pitched by a writer 
(Dennis Quaid) to a skeptical Hol-
lywood producer (Greg Kinnear). 
After Charlie sets up each scene, the 
screen cuts away to an enactment 
of a fully fleshed-out production of 
his idea.

For example, the first vignette, 
“The Catch,” revolves around a 
socialite named Beth’s (Winslet) 
blind date from Hell with Davis 
(Jackman), a successful, eligible 
bachelor with a distracting draw-
back, namely, a hairy scrotum 
hanging from his neck in place 
of an Adam’s apple. The sight gag 
serves as fodder for a running joke 
since Beth, inexplicably, is the only 

person in the restaurant able to see 
the deformity. 

So, while Davis looks perfectly 
normal to everybody else, the poor 
woman finds herself forced to suf-
fer such indignities as posing for 
a picture with sweaty gonads in 
her face. The subject matter goes 
from gross-out fare to incest and 

pedophilia in the next segment, 
“Homeschooled,” which is about a 
mother’s (Watts) taking her son’s 
(Jeremy Allen White) virginity. 
Worse, the 13-year-old’s perverted 
dad (Liev Schreiber) comes on to 
the kid, too. 

Halle Berry’s breasts co-star in 
“Truth or Dare,” another bit about 

a blind date. In this tacky tableau, 
her character first exposes herself 
after accepting a challenge to make 
guacamole with her bosom. The 
oversexed exhibitionist bares her 
gargantuan mammaries again at 
the end of the evening, even though 
she’s supposedly not attracted to 
Asian men. 

Dating is also the theme of 
“Super Hero Speed Dating” where 
Batman’s (Jason Sudeikis) sidekick 
Robin (Justin Long) attempts to 
charm both Super Girl (Kristen 
Bell) and Wonder Woman (Leslie 
Bibb). And “Middleschool Date” 
milks its mean-spirited mirth from 
a 7th grader’s (Chloe Moretz) being 
mercilessly teased about getting her 
first menstrual period while shar-
ing a kiss with a classmate (Jimmy 
Bennett) she has a crush on. 

More creepy than comical, 
“Movie 43” represents a disgusting, 
cinematic descent into depravity 
destined to leave its victims, sit-
ting slack-jawed and speechless in 
stunned disbelief.

“Movie 43”
Poor (0 stars)
Rated R for violence,
drug use, pervasive 
profanity, graphic 
sexuality, frontal 
nudity, crude humor 
and coarse dialogue
Running time: 90
minutes
Distributor: 
Relativity Media

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Halle Berry stars in “Movie 43.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

A-list cast can’t save this shallow shocksploit

A SETH GORDON FILMIN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA A BLUEGRASS FILMS/AGGREGATE FILMS PRODUCTIONUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS “ IDENTITY THIEF” JASON BATEMAN MELISSA MCCARTHY JON FAVREAU AMANDA PEET
GENESIS RODRIGUEZ MORRIS CHESTNUT JOHN CHO ROBERT PATRICK ERIC STONESTREETTIP ‘T.I.’ HARRIS JASON BATEMANPRODUCED

BY SCOTT STUBER PAMELA ABDYEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS PETER MORGAN DAN KOLSRUDCHRISTOPHER LENNERTZMUSIC

BY
STORY

BY JERRY EETEN AND CRAIG MAZIN CRAIG MAZINSCREENPLAY
BY SETH GORDONDIRECTED

BY A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2012 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC
AND LA-LA LAND RECORDS

STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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FRIDAY, FEBURARY 8
LITTLE- NEW YORKERS: Free with Museum 
Admission, for ages 3-5. Every Tuesday and Fri-
day! Each class will include time with historic 
toys, a special Little New-Yorkers hello song, 
story readings, and a related craft project. New 
York Historical Society, 170 Central Park West 
between West 76th and West 77th streets.

SATURDAY, FEBURARY 9
CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION: 
Chinese New Year returns to Pelham Art Center 
on Saturday, Feb. 9, 2013, with family- friendly 
activities commemorating the beginning of the 
Year of the Snake on Feb. 10! From 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., local artist Lisa Yang Zimmerman will 
lead a paper-craft workshop, in which partici-
pants will create a festive snake puppet. At 2:30 
p.m., members of Kwan’s Kung Fu Studio in 
Peekskill will perform a traditional Lion Dance, 
believed in Chinese culture to scare away evil 
spirits and to bring good luck. As part of our 
Folk Arts Series, this event is free and open to 
all ages. 155 Fifth Ave., Pelham, N.Y 10803, 914-
738-2525, info@pelhamartcenter.org.

FILM SCREENING BLACK POWER MIX-
TAPE: This award-winning Swedish docu-
mentary mixes never-before-seen footage with 
modern commentary to chronicle the evolution 
of the Black Power Movement. The film features 
candid interviews with Stokely Carmichael, 
Angela Davis, Bobby Seal and others.  The film 
starts at 7:30pm at Freedom Hall, 113 W. 128th 
Street (between Malcolm X Blvd/Lenox and 7th 
Ave.). Discussion to follow film. Door donation 
$5. Snacks available at 7:00 p.m. For informa-
tion, call 212-222-0633 or email fsp@nyct.net. 
This film is part of the Reel Resistance Film 
Series. Sponsored by the Freedom Socialist 
Party.  www.socialism.com.

MUSICAL: A Chorus Line, the musical for eve-
ryone who’s ever had a dream and put it all on 
the line. Winner of nine Tony Awards, including 
“Best Musical” and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
this singular sensation is the longest-running 
American musical ever. Come meet the new 
generation of Broadway’s best. Tickets: $45, 
$40, $25 Children 12 and under, $10 any seat. 
250 Bedford Park Blvd., West Bronx, New York 
10468.

SUNDAY, FEBURARY 10
ARTIST TALK: DC Optics presents “Artist 
Talks” 390 Myrtle Ave. (between Vanderbilt and 
Clemont Aves.) 6:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBURARY 16
FREE TAX PREP: Ridgewood Savings Bank 
announced today that it will again be hosting 
ARIVA’s free Tax Preparation Days at four con-
venient Bronx locations. Hosted by Ridgewood’s 
White Plains Road branch and held at Com-
munity Board #12 – 4101 White Plains Road at 
229th Street; (718) 882-0440. Bronx residents 
are eligible for free tax filing if they are single 
with no dependents and earn less than $25,000 
or file with dependents and earn less than 

$50,000. Since space is limited, qualifying tax-
payers must call the branch that is hosting the 
session in advance to schedule an appointment.

MUSIC: Join us for Asia’s First-Class Sym-
phonic Orchestra the China National Symphony 
Orchestra. The orchestra will perform the 
opening movement from Guan Xia’s Requiem 
for the Earth, written in remembrance of the 
2008 Sichuan earthquake and Beethoven’s 
joyful Symphony No. 7. Prodigy pianist, Peng 
Peng, proclaimed by San Diego Arts to be “the 
real thing – an artist of both physical skill and 
intellectual insight,” joins the orchestra for 
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1. Tickets: 
$40, $35, $25 Children 12 and under, $10 any 
seat. 250 Bedford Park Blvd., West Bronx, New 
York 10468.

SUNDAY, FEBURARY 17
ART EXHIBIT: Timehri Transitions: Expand-
ing Concepts in Guyana Art. Wilner Jennings 
Gallery presents “Gallery Talks” from 11:00 
a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Wilner Jennings Gallery at Ken-
keleba 219 East Second Ave. B, New York, NY 
10009 (212)674-3939. Admission is Free.

ONGOING
IMMIGRATION SERVICES: Free immigration 
services. Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 67 
Hanson Place, Office of Coucil Member James. 

Call (718) 260-9191.

UNTIL FEBURARY 9
SELF-DEFENSE COURSES: Five-week course 
combines physical and verbal self-defense 
skills with discussions on safety, prevention 
and violence de-escalation. FREE to survivors 
of domestic abuse and sexual assault, and is 
offered on a sliding scale based on income for 
everyone else. Free childcare is also available. 
This course runs Saturdays, 3:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
Center for Anti-violence Education, 327 7th St., 
Park Slope, Brooklyn, N.Y. (corner of 5th Ave.) 
Call or email today to sign up (718) 788-1775 
and or info@caeny.org.

UNTIL MARCH 9
TIMEHRI TRANSITIONS: Expanding Con-
cepts in Guyana Art. The artist will include 
Damali Abrams, Carl Anderson, Dudley Charles, 
Victor Davson, Marlon Forrester, Gregory A. 
Henry, Saddiq Khan, Donald Locke, Andrew 
Lygt, Bernadette Persaud, Keisha Scarville, and 
Arlington Weithers. The curator will be Carl 
E. Hazelwood. The gallery is open Wednesday-
Saturday from 11:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m. Wilner 
Jennings Gallery at Kenkeleba 219 East Second 
Ave. B, New York, New York 10009, (212)674-
3939. Admission is free.

DONATIONS: St. Robert Bellarmine Church is 

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

FARMERS MARKET: Seeds in the Mid-
dle is sponsoring  The Crown Heights 
Farmers Market offering fresh fruits and 
vegetables, including calaloo and Carib-
bean favorites and accepting EBT,WIC, 
Snap, FMNP, Health Bucks, and Fresh 
Connect. The market will be operating 
every Thursday from 12 noon to 7:00 p.m. 
at Hamilton Metz Park at Albany and Lef-
ferts avenues, Brooklyn. For more infor-
mation, visit www.seedsinthemiddle.org.

FORECLOSURE SERVICES: Are you 
behind in your mortgage or seeking a 
modification? The Flatbush Develop-
ment Vcorp, NHS of East Flatbush and 
the Center for N.Y.C. Neighborhoods are 
offering free services and assistance. 
Referrals for free legal assistance are also 
available. To schedule an appointment, 
call (718) 469-4679.

IMMIGRATION SERVICES: Free immi-
gration services. Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m. 67 Hanson Place, Office of Coucil 
Member James. Call (718) 260-9191.

joining  efforts with the Dioceses of Trenton 
to bring relief to victims in the hardest hit 
areas. The church has organized a sorting 
sub station in the parish and will be deliver-
ing donations to various locations shortly. 
The church is seeking donations of card-
board shipping boxes for packing or rubber 
bins for storage for victims. Donations are 
tax deductible  and the church will provide 
you with a receipt upon request. Feel free to 
contact St. Robert Bellarmine Church at any 
time  Attn: SRB Hurricane Relief Effort, 61 
Georgia Rd., Freehold, NJ 07728 or srbwel-
come@gmail.com, Pam Stengel (732) 580-
0075, Linda Altini (917) 578-4852. Phone: 
(732) 462-7429 or Fax: (732) 409-3496.

QUEENS SICKLE CELL: The Queens 
Sickle Cell Advocacy Network, 207-08 Hollis  
Ave., Queens Village, N.Y., presents a Parent 
to Parent Support Group meeting every first 
Monday of every month, 7:00 p.m. For direc-
tions and registration, call (718) 712-0873 or 
email Qscanorg@verizon.net.

FAIRWAY MARKET SHUTTLE: Fairway 
Market is now offering a free group shuttle 
bus to its Red Hook, Brooklyn store at 480-
500 Van Brunt St., Mondays thru Wednes-
days from 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. For pick-up 
reservations for groups of 10 or more, within 
a five-mile radius of the store, call Viola 
Williams or Marcy Rosenblum at (347) 750-
1251. There will also be pickups on Wednes-
days at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. at 589 
Prospect Ave., between 11 and 10 avenues. 
All seniors get a five percent discount in the 
store. Each group will have an hour and a 
half to shop and/or enjoy a bite to eat in the 
picturesque cafe by the waterfront.

COMPUTER TRAINING: Mount Carmel 
Worship and Outreach Center is holding 
adult and children computer training pro-
grams, 10:30 a.m 12:30 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. - 
3:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (917) 609-0909 
for registration details. 

REVERSE MORTGAGE COUNSELING: 
Are you a senior homeowner struggling to 
make ends meet? A reverse mortgage may 
be an answer. NHS can help determine if 
this is the best option for you. All programs 
discussed are backed by the federal govern-
ment. For information, call (718) 469-4679.

FORECLOSURE SERVICES: Are you 
behind in your mortgage or seeking a modi-
fication? The Flatbush Development Vcorp, 
NHS of East Flatbush and the Center for 
N.Y.C. Neighborhoods are offering free serv-
ices and assistance. Referrals for free legal 
assistance are also available. To schedule an 
appointment, call (718) 469-4679.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Did your roof col-
lapse? Does your brolier need replacement? 
Do you need major repairs done but lack the 
finances? NHS of East Flatbush can assist 
you. For information on home improvement 
programs, call (718)469-4679.

 Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry
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For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

EXCELLENCE... 
DEDICATION... 

COMMITTMENT...

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Antonia Yule 
Williams
Nicole Etienne 
Robinson
Alice Sena
Yelena Makhin
Elena Sataro
Linda Camarda

Dr. Millie Fell
Camille Loccisano
Liz Harris
April Mosque
Pamela Williams 
Harris
Trisha Ocona Francis
Dr. Melony Samuels
Rene McClure

Christine Blackburn
Kathleen Henderson
Ana Oliveira
Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman
Eileen Muller
Elisa Padilla
Debbie Carter
Dr. Kara Pasner

Sponsored by

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Brooklyn Women of Distinction 
Publication: Friday, April 26, 2013  

Deadline for congratulatory 
messages: Thursday, April 18, 2013

���������	���


FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 

(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Drevom Sallet, Ditmas Park
“I love the Nets, they’re Brooklyn, my home town.”
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A segment of the Carib-
bean intellectual, cultural 
and Pan-African community 
are grieving the passing of 
70-year-old Dr. Tony Martin 
who died in Trinidad & Toba-
go on Jan. 17. He was buried 
there eight days later.

“The loss is more than a 
personal one, it is a collec-
tive loss. Our brother has 
left a legacy of phenomenal 
scholarship, particularly his 
works on Marcus Garvey,” 
Professor Khafra Kambon, 
from the University of the 
West Indies said. Reported-
ly, Kambon was one of the 
last people to speak with Dr. 
Martin before he passed.

The respected and tenured 
professor who educated more 
than a few on the dialectics 
of Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
was a disciple and staunch 
advocate of Pan-African the-
ory. Throughout his life he 
promoted that philosophy.

Dr. Martin taught at 
Wellesley College in Mas-
sachusetts. He was founder 
and chair of the Africana 
Studies Department.

Last year Dr. Martin 

marked the 125th anni-
versary of Garvey’s birth 
by visiting and speaking at 
Liberty Hall, the Jamaican 
venue which honors Garvey’s 
legacy and prophesies with 
a statue, books and regular 
seminars.

There, Dr. Martin delivered 
a lecture – “If Garvey Dies, 
Garvey Lives: The Enduring 
Relevance of Garvey’s Ideas.”

He also launched his book 
“Caribbean History: From 
Pre--Colonial Origins to the 
Present.”

The T&T native authored, 
compiled and edited 14 
books which includes: “Amy 
Ashwood Garvey: Pan-Afri-
canist,” “Feminist and Mrs. 
Marcus Garvey No. 1, Or, A 
Tale of Two Amies,” “Literary 
Garveyism,” “Garvey, Black 
Arts and the Harlem Ren-
aissance,” and the definitive 
classic study of the Garvey 

Movement “Race First: the 
Ideological and Organiza-
tional Struggles of Marcus 
Garvey and the Universal 
Negro Improvement Asso-
ciation.”

The 1976 publication is 
regarded as a source work to 
students, scholars and indi-
viduals in search of knowl-
edge about Jamaica’s first 
national hero.

He also penned “Mar-
cus Garvey, Hero: A First 
Biography,” “Message to the 
People: The Course of Afri-
can Philosophy,” “The Phi-
losophy and Opinions of 
Marcus Garvey,” “African 
Fundamentalism: A Liter-
ary and Cultural Anthology 
of Garvey’s Harlem Renais-
sance,” “The Poetical Works 
of Marcus Garvey,” and “The 
Pan- African Connection: 
From Slavery to Garvey and 
Beyond.”

Marley’s Coco Mon
Bob and Rita Marley’s eld-

est son Ziggy is now ven-
turing past musician/singer 
to establish entrepreneurial 
interest in a culinary product 
he claims to be pioneering 

and healthy.
The Grammy-winning 

reggae offspring of the 
acclaimed king and queen 
of the genre has introduced 
Coco Mon, the world’s first 
flavored organic culinary 
coconut oils. The product he 

said is already available in 
four forms -- original cold 
pressed, ginger, curry and 
orange almond.

Available in specialty 
stores, quantities are avail-
able in single 14-ounce bot-
tles or six-pack packaging. 
Marley’s image on the con-
tainers endorses the prod-
uct that has been a ‘healthy 
part of diets for thousands 
of years.’

Marley’s flavored USDA 
certified organic coconut oils 
are allegedly non-Genetically 
Modified Organism (GMO) 
verified and are cold-pressed 
from fresh coconut copra, 
unrefined, non-deodorized, 
gluten free and designated 
Kosher. 

 “If I was given a choice 
and saw something that was 
genetically modified and 
saw something else from 
nature, I would choose the 
stuff that’s from nature. I 
don’t want to put anything 
into my body that’s not natu-
ral, that wasn’t created by 
nature, because we are a 
part of nature,” Ziggy Mar-
ley said.

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

ecording artist Ziggy Marley poses for a portrait in 
New York.   AP Photo/Jeff Christensen

Garvey disciple Tony Martin buried in Trinidad
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SALUTE

Ben Carson
Ben Carson

Mae C. Jemison
Mae C. Jemison

Lena Horne
Lena Horne

First Lady 
First Lady 

Michelle Obama
Michelle Obama

Thurgood Marshall
Thurgood Marshall

Frederick Douglass
Frederick Douglass

Zora Neale Hurston
Zora Neale Hurston

PEOPLE WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE

A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO CARIBBEAN LIFE
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Tel 718-518-6656 Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
560 Exterior Street, Bronx, NY 10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Division of Continuing Education & Workforce Development

Hostos

Hostos College for Kids Saturday Academy is available.
In addition, we offer English for Speakers of Other Languages/ESOL,
General Equivalency Diploma and personal enrichment courses.

THE SKILLS
TO DO
THE JOB
Improve your job opportunities
through our certificate programs

Air Conditioning & Refrigeration
Basic Automotive Maintenance
Case Management NEW
Certified Nursing Assistant
Child Care Provider
CPR
Credentialed Alcohol

& Substance Abuse Counselor (CASAC)
Clinical Medical Assistant NEW
Electrocardiography Technician
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
Food Protection
Hands-On Automotive Transmission
Health Information Management NEW
Healthcare Interpreter
HIV Counselor Program NEW
Local Anesthesia & Nitrous Oxide Administration
Medical Billing & Coding
Microsoft Office
Non-Profit Manager NEW
Personal Trainer
Pharmacy Technician
Phlebotomy Technician
Real Estate
Registered Tax Return Preparer
Security Officer
Teacher Assistant

REGISTER
NOW!
Receive 10% discount with this ad
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By Chudi Chukwudi.
Community Mayor of Harlem, 

New Future Foundation director, 
Queen Mother Dr. Delois Blakely, 
and the youth she represents, this 
week offered heartfelt condolences 
to family and friends, on New York 
City’s loss of “our beloved Mayor 
Edward I. Koch.” 

“May his memory be for a bless-
ing!” she said, adding: “When 
remembering Mayor Edward I. 
Koch, our organization cannot be 
overlooked. As congressman, Koch 
was the first to herald New Future 
Foundation’s platform of radical 
change,” Blakely recalls.

Like Koch, a resident of Green-
wich Village, Blakely saw the 
former mayor as a man of the 
people. “No matter how impor-
tant he became,” tells Blakely, “he 
remained a good neighbor, walk-
ing amongst us, at one with his 
constituency.”

It was Koch’s humble charac-

teristic of everyday strolls through 
Greenwich Village that Blakely 
equates with the true mark of his 
greatness; the reason he will be 
sorely missed.

“One could always reach out to 
Ed Koch,” she explains. “We had 
a familiar kind of relationship. If 
I didn’t run into him at the local 
coffee shop, I would go to his 
office. His door was always open 
and he was accessible. He listened, 
and he delivered. He was the last 
of a unique breed of politicians.”

Thus, Ed Koch and Dr. Blakely 
shared a common commitment 
to New York City’s future. A few 
years after New Future Founda-
tion was formed, in 1969, Blakely 
confronted Koch with her plan 
to establish the first inner-city 
program devoted to the inclusion 
of minority children in all aspects 
of city life. A multi-ethnic, multi-
cultural, recreational and educa-
tional winter weekend and sum-

mer day program partnering with 
the Board of Education’s extra 
curricular activities, in a reversal 
of attitudes, inviting Black, Chi-
nese, Spanish and White students 
to share experiences and newly 
integrated identities

“We envisioned a better future, 
in which our children would over-
come cultural differences and 
prejudices, by nurturing mutual 
respect,“ Blakely says. The curric-
ulum-related educational compo-
nent of New Future Foundation 
would be a remedial reading clin-
ic carefully developed by experts 
from community universities; it’s 
goal: to raise citywide reading 
scores for participating students 
who, otherwise, might fall behind, 
would eventually be sponsored by 
the New York City Board of Edu-
cation.

Ed Koch stood with Blakely, a 
feisty young Black woman, during 
a historical time of racial divide. 

She was then a 26- year-old Catho-
lic nun, who had recently left the 
convent, to bring her church min-
istry to the streets, in the same 
way Koch did his politics. Both 
championed a changing world.

“He trusted me,” says Blakely. 
To implement the program, Koch 
introduced Blakely to Yeshiva Uni-
versity Prof. Dr. Lawrence Kadem, 
a specialist in teaching reading and 
early childhood development, and 
civil rights leader Doxey A. Wilk-
erson, chairman of Yeshiva Uni-
versity’s Education Department of 

Curriculum and Instruction from 
1963-73, who was also responsi-
ble for the Head Start Education 
Program, advised and mentored 
doctoral candidates.

Koch urged Blakely to apply for 
a Federal Grant at the Department 
of Health Education and Welfare/ 
ESSA – Emergency School Aid Act, 
which authorized grants to non-
profit organizations (NPOs) and 
local education agencies (LEAs) to 
desegregate, or to reduce minor-
ity group isolation and its effects. 

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH  SALUTE

Queen Mother Dr. Delois Blakely, the fi rst woman to be elected 
Community Mayor of Harlem joined former New  York mayors, 
Edward I. Koch and David N. Dinkins at Martin Luther King High 
School on Jan. 21 at the King Day celebration.

Dr. Delois Blakely and the 
New Future Foundation

Every child has a future that’s
partly defined by the past. 

Healthfirst honors the legacy of  
African-Americans whose 
strength and sacrifice have made 
it possible for anyone to be  
a doctor, a scientist or President.
 
For a quality health plan, contact 
Healthfirst at 1.855.534.4365 
TTY 1.888.542.3821 
or visit healthfirst.org 

INA13_11(a)

Continued on Page 35
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By Kingsley Doyle
The NAACP recently led 

the nation in mourning 
over the passing of U.S. Rep. 
Mervyn M. Dymally, who 
passed away on October 7. in 
California. He was 86 years 
old.

“For nearly six decades, 
Congressman Dymally pas-
sionately worked to ensure 
the advancement of civil and 
human rights for all man-
kind, winning the hearts 
of Californians, becoming 
a champion of the Carib-
bean nations; and earning 
accolades from across our 
nation,” stated NAACP Pres-
ident and CEO Benjamin 
Todd Jealous.

“Congressman Dymally 
will always be remembered 
for his courage and leader-
ship in advocating for policy 
for all Americans,” stated 
Hilary O. Shelton, direc-
tor of the NAACP Washing-
ton Bureau and senior vice 
president for advocacy and 
policy. “He was a mentor, a 
friend, and an inspiration 
to many of us working to 
advocate the cause of justice 
for all Americans. His legacy 
will live on and his name 
will continue to inspire and 
be honored by those who 
will carry on the good work 
he began.”

“He will be remembered 
as a man of fortitude, with 
the pioneering spirit to chal-
lenge and remove barriers to 
equal opportunity, includ-
ing those which would have 
prohibited his becoming the 
first and only African Ameri-
can lieutenant governor of 
California,” stated Califor-
nia NAACP State Confer-
ence President Alice Huff-
man. “Indeed, he was a true 
American hero.”

Dymally, who died on 

October 7, had a career of 
firsts. He took office in 1963 
as one of the state’s first 
Black members of the Cali-
fornia Assembly. He went 
on to become the first Black 
State Senator and was Cali-
fornia’s first Black Lieuten-
ant Governor and acted as 
such from 1975-1979. He 
was the first Black person 
in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, serving the 
31st Congressional District 
from 1981-1993. Dymally 
returned to the state assem-
bly in 2002 and served until 
2008.

Dymally was the state’s 
first foreign-born black 
assemblyman in 1962, its 
first Black state senator in 
1966 and the first and only 
Black lieutenant governor in 
1974. In the U.S. Congress, 
he served as chairman of the 
Congressional Black Cau-
cus and the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, where he 
championed economic and 
humanitarian aid for Africa.

Dymally, whose health 
had been in decline, died 
Sunday in Los Angeles, his 

wife Alice Gueno Dymally 
said in a statement.

“He lived a very extraordi-
nary life and had no regrets,” 
Mrs. Dymally said.

The Trinidad-born 
Dymally was also a former 
teacher and union organ-
izer before embarking on a 
political career in 1963 that 
lasted more than 40 years. 
He served in both houses 
of the state Legislature and 
in Congress representing 
Compton and its surround-
ing area ...

In his final years, the tire-
less Dymally lead a health 
institute at the Charles Drew 
University of Medicine and 
Science in South Los Ange-
les. The university’s nursing 
school bears his name.

“His dedication to public 
service continued when he 
left politics and his legacy 
will be long remembered,” 
Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
in a statement. He called 
Dymally “a trailblazer in 
every sense of the word.”

Dymally was born May 12, 
1926, in Trinidad. After grad-
uating from high school, he 
worked as a reporter for The 
Vanguard, a weekly news-
paper published by a labor 
union.

He came to the United 
States when he was 19 to 
attend college and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion from Los Angeles State 
College, now Los Angeles 
State University, in 1954.

He later received a mas-
ter’s degree in government 
from Sacramento State Uni-
versity and a doctorate in 
human behavior from Unit-
ed States International Uni-
versity, now Alliant Inter-
national University, in San 
Diego.

 — Courtesy NAACP.

Mervyn Dymally: 
1926-2012 

Advocate for the cause of justice for all

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH  SALUTE

 

SALUTING BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

U.S. Rep. Mervyn Dymal-
ly.

SALUTES BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH
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Pride of New York

Philip Berry
Borough of Manhattan Community College

Queens College
Vice Chairperson, CUNY Board of Trustees

President, Philip Berry Associates LLC.

Robert T. Johnson
City College of New York

District Attorney, Bronx County; 
Former Acting Justice of New York

State Supreme Court

Shirley Chisholm
Brooklyn College
Former Congresswoman and 
Candidate for Democratic Presidential Nomination
In Memoriam

Helen Marshall
Queens College
Queens Borough President, Former New York City
Councilmember and New York State
Assemblymember

Ayodele Oti
Macaulay Honors College at

City College of New York
Truman Scholar 2011

Ruby Dee
Hunter College

Award-winning Star of Stage
and Screen Writer

Colin Powell
City College of New York
Former U.S. Secretary of State
Former Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff

Lowell Hawthorne
Bronx Community College
President and CEO
Golden Krust Caribbean Bakery
& Grill

Bert Mitchell
Baruch College

Founder, Chairman & CEO
Mitchell & Titus LLP

Iyanla Vanzant
Medgar Evers College

CUNY Law School
Best-selling Author,

Inspirational Speaker

Walter Mosley
City College of New York
Award-winning Author
Founder, City College Publishing Certificate Program

Funlayo Easter Wood
Bronx Community College
CUNY BA City College of New York MA
Fulbright-Hays Scholar 2011
Harvard University

VISIT WWW.CUNY.EDU  1-800-CUNY -YES CUNY-TV CHANNEL 75

The City University of New York Celebrates Black History Month.
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Celebrating Black History Month.

IF YOU…
� Worked or received unemployment in 2012
� Earned less than $18,000 with no dependents 
� Earned less than $50,000 with dependent
…YOU COULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO $7,700 IN EARNED INCOME  
TAX CREDITS.*  THESE CREDITS ARE MONEY BACK IN YOUR POCKET! 
FILE A RETURN.

IT’S YOUR MONEY AND WE WILL HELP YOU GET IT!
For locations, visit foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp  
or call (646) 315-7703. 
You may also be eligible for food stamps.  
Ask your tax preparer to learn more.

The Food Bank helps those who need it most with a 
meal today, resources for a secure tomorrow and 
nutrition education to live healthy lives.

Made possible through support from the New York City Council
*Amount of return depends on eligibility, income, credits and other factors. Refund based on tax year 2012 EITC eligibility requirements & maximum credits.

DON’T LOSE  
THE TAX REFUND 
YOU’VE EARNED

Percy E. Sutton, one of Harlem’s most 
prominent political, civil rights, and business 
leaders will be hailed during the premiere 
showcase of emerging and celebrated artists 
of the Black Diaspora slated for Black History 
Month at Riverside Church. 

A salute to the founding chairman of New 
York’s first Black-owned radio stations – WBLS 
and WLIB -- and former Manhattan Borough 
president is in order when the fourth annual 
Harlem Fine Arts show will run from Feb. 7 
– 10, 2013. 

“HFAS is proud to salute the life and leg-
acy of Percy E. Sutton, an avid collector and 
patron of the arts, as we celebrate the rich 
cultural and artistic legacy of artists of African 
and Caribbean heritage,” Dion Clarke, HFAS 
founder said.

Born in Texas, Sutton was revered as an 
intelligence officer who served his military 
career with the revered, Black unit known 
as the Tuskegee Airmen. He was attorney to 
Malcolm X.

Sutton who coalesced some of New York’s 
prominent Black, business entrepreneurs to 
form Inner City Broadcasting Corporation in 
1974 bought and operated the FM and AM 
radio station which programmed Black news 
and information while the AM station focused 
on Caribbean demographics.

Sutton also bought into ownership of the 
city’s largest Black newspaper -- The Amster-
dam News.

In 1981, he led a mission to restore The 
Apollo Theater which was closed for decades. 
The corporation successfully purchased the 
landmark, Harlem entertainment complex 
and in 1985 it reopened to a rebirth that con-
tinues and flourishes with the discovery of 
new talent. 

“Most people remember my grandfather 
for his business acumen, his brilliant political 
achievements and his legendary work as a civil 
rights activist, but he was also a man of great 
passion for the performing and visual arts, 
Keisha Sutton James, his granddaughter and 
chairperson of the HFAS salute said.

Sutton died in 2009 at age 89.
In addition to the opening night salute, 

HFAS promise a four-day exposition and will 
include a series of events and activities. 

Among the roster of artists are: Dane Tigh-
man, whose paintings have appeared on TV 
shows such as “The Cosby Show” and “Rose-
anne,” and have been presented to notables 
including Ozzie Davis, Nelson Mandela and 
Bill Cosby; George Nock, distinguished sculp-
tor and former running back for the New York 
Jets and Washington Redskins; Margerine Gor-
don, an innovative textile artist who uses recy-
cled fabric to create “Pictorial Quilts;” Michael 
Escoffery, a Jamaican-born visual artist whose 
work has been published in over 70 books 
worldwide and in 9 languages; and Woodrow 
Nash, a prolific ceramic sculptor whose work 

reflects a marriage of 15th Century Benin and 
18th Century French Nouveau, creating what 
he has coined “African Nouveau.” 

Following is a listing of events for the 2013 
Harlem Fine Arts Show at Riverside Church: 

Opening Night Preview           
Feb. 7 -- 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
The Opening Night Preview salutes the late 

Hon. Percy E. Sutton, one of the nation’s most 
prominent Black political and business leaders 
and legal representative for Malcolm X, and 
features performances by the cast of “Mama, I 
Want to Sing” and “Motown: The Musical.”

The event will benefit The Mama Founda-
tion, a foundation for the arts dedicated to 
present, preserve, and promote gospel, jazz, 
and the R&B arts.

 
Youth Empowerment Day

Feb. 8 -- 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Children and youth are the target audience 

for tours of the art exhibition. Also scheduled 
is a special program of theatrical perform-
ances and series of motivational presentations 
by notable New York City business and educa-
tional leaders.

 
Motown Night 

Feb. 8 -- 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
The cast of “Motown: The Musical” will 

preview a performance from the upcoming 
Broadway show of the life and legacy of Berry 
Gordy, the R&B mogul.

 
Fine Art Exhibitions

Feb. 9 -- 11:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
The HFAS will present an exhibition of 

modern and African Diasporic art. 
 

Ecumenical Services
Feb.10 -- 11:00 a.m.
All of the events will take place at Riverside 

Church, 91 Claremont Avenue (between 121st 
and 122nd Streets) in Harlem. 

For more info. visit http://hfas.org or call 
(914) 980-4427.

Percy Sutton: 
Patron of the arts

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Percy. E. Sutton, right, founder and 
chairman Emeritus of Inner City Broad-
casting Corporation. AP Photo/Ron Frehm
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The NPO program provid-
ed financial assistance to 
community organizations 
assuming that certain activ-
ities related to school deseg-
regation could be effectively 
performed by organizations 
outside the regular school 
district.

Blakely teamed with doc-
toral students from both 
New York University and 
Yeshiva University, to cre-
ate what would become the 
“demonstrated model” for 
the development of new city 
curriculum. In addition, a 
group of film students, from 
the two neighborhood uni-

versities, joined together to 
make a documentary about 
the New Future Founda-
tion, narrated by Mo Pat-
terson, and, in which New 
Future Foundation’s then-
chairman, the Hon. Judge 
William H. Booth; Honor-
ary Chairwoman, former 
Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm and Congress-
man Edward I. Koch appear, 
along with famed personali-
ties, including that of then-
Mayor Abe Beam, who Koch 
would soon follow as mayor.

On April 13, 1973, the stu-
dents were awarded ‘Procla-
mations of Youth Excellence’ 
at the Great Hall in the New 
York City Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, on Wall 
Street, with proclamations 
given out by Percy Sutton. 

Blakely
Continued from page 31 

 SALUTE

Feb. 1-28, 2013  
Public Flower 
Laying:  

Honoring the Ancestors  
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. : 

Members of the public are 
invited to lay flowers on 
the burial mounds at the 
memorial throughout Black 
History Month.

Tuesday, Feb. 12, 
2013:  African Burial 
Ground National 
Monument Film 
Series

11:00 a.m.  :  Freedom’s 
Sisters (21 minutes, Cour-
tesy of Ford Motor Com-
pany Fund and Community 
Services) - Learn the sto-
ries of twenty extraordinary 
women like Harriet Tub-
man, Mary 

McLeod Bethune, Shirley 
Chisholm, Betty Shabazz, 
and Coretta Scott King who 
helped to pave the way for 
civil rights in America.  

2:00 p.m.  :  Booker T. 
Washington:  The Life and 
the Legacy (31.30 minutes) 
Born enslaved, Booker T. 
Washington would become 
an educator and great ora-
tor.  He founded Tuskegee 
Institute which was estab-
lished to educate newly 
freed people after the Amer-

ican Civil War.

Thursday, Feb. 14, 
2013:  Frederick 
Douglass Birthday
Celebration

10:00 - 4:00 p.m. : Quotes 
made by Frederick Douglass 
will be read by staff through-
out the day.

11:00 a.m. : Underground 
Railroad (30 minutes) - This 
movie demonstrates how a 
network of secretive routes 
and abolitionists assisted 
runaways to gain their free-
dom from bondage.

12 noon : Nana Kimati 
Dinizulu featuring his Grits 
and Cornbread Ensemble 
– Internationally renown 
African percussionist Nana 
Kimati Dinizulu and his 
ensemble will perform a 
musical tribute to Frederick 
Douglass.  Visitors will hear 
traditional instruments from 
Africa and its diaspora along 
with contemporary western 
instruments; and, the per-
formance will feature some 
African American endan-
gered musical instruments 
such as the diddley bow, one 
string jitterbug, and the jug 
which are rare instruments 
found in black culture in the 
United States of America.

2:00 p.m. : Frederick Doug-

lass:  An American Life (32.50 
minutes) - Enjoy this docu-
mentary film that explores 
the life and times of a fugitive 
slave who became a spokes-
man against slavery and first 
black to receive a major gov-
ernment appointment in the 
United States.

Saturday, Feb. 16, 
2013:  Family and 
Friends Day

12 noon : Treasuring Your 
Family’s Keepsakes  – Join a 
park ranger for a workshop 
that teaches visitors how to 
preserve their family’s photo-
graphs, memorabilia, jewelry, 
and heirlooms in a specially 
crafted and designed African 
memory box. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring personal 
items to help decorate their 
own boxes.

2:00 p.m. :  Female Lead-
ership:  Triumphs of African 
Women Throughout History 
– Women have contributed 
significantly to the growth 
of this country and to the 
advancement of humanity 
throughout the world. Learn 
their exciting stories! 

Reservations are required 
and are accepted by dialing 
212-637-2019! All events are 
free to the public.

African Burial Ground 
National Monument events

Koch was filmed attending 
the groundbreaking event, 
where former Congress-
woman Chisholm pledged 
to do all she could to sup-
port Dr. Blakely’s dream.

Edward I. Koch became 
a three-term mayor and 
Queen Mother Dr. Delois 
Blakely became the first 
woman to be elected Com-
munity Mayor of Harlem, as 
well Ambassador of Good-
will to Africa.

“New Future Foundation 
holds Ed Koch close to our 
hearts. He will be in our 
thoughts and prayers, today 
and always. We remain ever 
thankful/grateful to him for 
all he did on our behalf, 
for the youth of our city,” 
relates Dr. Blakely.
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B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E

Maimonides Medical Center 
Celebrates 

Black History Month
On Tuesday, February 

19th, Maimonides Medical 
Center will be celebrating 
Black History Month with 
an event taking place from 
1-2 pm in Schreiber Audito-
rium, located on the second 
floor of the Administration 
Building at Maimonides 
(4802 Tenth Avenue, Brook-
lyn, NY 11219).

Honorable Judge Sylvia 
G. Ash, Justice, Supreme 
Court, Kings County, will 
be recognized at the event. 
The celebration will also 
offer a brief history of sig-

nificant African-Americans, 
as well as two performanc-
es throughout the evening 
from:

- The Contemporary 
Dance Theatre of Medgar 
Evers College Prep School, 
a professional dance com-
pany that perform a variety 
of dances including Afro-
Caribbean and a fusion of 
modern jazz and hip-hop.

- Maimonides Medical 
Center’s own Marianne, 
Kelly, Michael and Wilson.

For more information, 
please call (718) 283-6059.

®

Containers may vary.  EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS® and Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2013 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

Make life a little sweeter.™

Brooklyn & Queens Locations
1557 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-451-3344

1357 Fulton St., Brooklyn, NY 11216
718-622-3344

158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd., 
Howard Beach, Queens 11414

718-848-3344

order early for special Valentine’s Day savings

we do the work

YOU BE
THE HERO

NEED A TUTOR? 
NEED TO PASS THAT EXAM?

WE CAN HELP!
CALL US @ 917-583-8594  

OR VISIT ROKEN4LIFE.COM  
TO REGISTER

(WE ARE HIRING)

WE ALSO OFFER:

Substitute Teacher Services1. 

Music Lessons2. 

And a host of subjects3. 

Online Tutoring4. 
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COMING SURGE OF

ALZHEIMER’S CASES 
                        IN MINORITIES

Within two decades’ time, 
Alzheimer’s Association 
research shows, the degen-

erative brain disease will boom in 
minority populations in the United 
States.

More than 5.4 million people in 
the United States have Alzheimer’s 
today, and that number is expected 
to increase to 14 million as the baby-
boom generation ages.

Projected racial and ethnic dis-
parities are pronounced across the 
nation: although more than 80 per-
cent of the Alzheimer’s cases diag-
nosed in 2006 occurred in the white 
population, the American Medical 
Association says that number is ex-
pected to drop to 60 percent by 2050 
— because of the proportional rise 
in the number of minority cases.

Minority groups can face unique 
challenges in the diagnosis and 
treatment of dementia, experts say.

Values shared by many groups 
across ethnic lines — reverence for 
elders and respect for family — can 
stand in the way of seeking help. In 
some minority groups, the elderly 
are less likely to have easy access to 
healthcare. Language can prove a 
barrier to early, accurate diagnosis. 
As in the white community, so can 
fear and stigma.

But the coming Alzheimer’s 
surge creates urgency to overcome 
obstacles that have traditionally 
caused some minority communi-
ties to be reluctant to plan for the 
future that millions of their elders 
will face.

“There absolutely is a need to 
talk about Alzheimer’s in the mi-
nority community,” said Edie Yau, 
diversity director for the Alzheim-
er’s Association of Northern Cali-
fornia. “But there are also cultural 
barriers and just pure stigma.”

Researchers know that ordinary 
memory loss is far different from 
the profound loss of self that Al-
zheimer’s can involve. People with 
Alzheimer’s can undergo behav-
ioral changes, including agitation 
and depression. They can lose their 
ability to walk, and even to eat.

Across ethnic and racial lines, 
the greatest risk factor for Alzheim 

Continued on Page 39
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your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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ELDERCARE TODAY

Medical advance-
ments have en-
abled people to live 

longer. Though everyone 
wants to live longer, some 
people outlive their ability to 
care for themselves. In such 
instances, family members 
must make a decision regard-
ing how best to care for an el-
derly relative.

According to the study 
“Aging in Place in America,” 
63 percent of Baby Boomers 
are actively involved in pro-
viding some kind of help or 
assistance to their elderly 
parents. Whether this is due 
to the rising cost of elder care 
or simply a feeling of obliga-
tion on the part of the child, 
many middle-aged men and 
women are responsible for 
caring for aging parents and 
young children.

The emotions that might 
result from caring for an ag-
ing parent are often mixed. 
Some people are happy to do 

their part to help make life a 
little easier for a person who 
devoted so much of his en-
ergy to raising them. Others 
in the sandwich generation 
can feel like this is a burden 
or guilty that they’re not do-
ing enough for a parent.

Signs an elder 

needs help

When an older relative 
stops driving, this is often 
indicative that he needs as-
sistance with daily living. 
There also may be signs that 
support and care is needed, 
such as if the house seems 
untidy, if he is having trou-
ble maintaining personal 
hygiene, if the parent is get-
ting hurt attempting to do 
things around the house, or 
if he seems malnourished 
due to the inability to cook 
meals. Limited mobility or 
loss of mental faculties also 
may be indicative that it is 
time for a loved one to re-
ceive care.

Questions to ask

Although taking on the 
care of an aging parent may 
seem like the best idea possi-
ble, particularly for a senior 
who is very afraid of losing 
his independence, it may not 
always be in either party’s 
best interest. Before any-
one determines what will be 
done to help a relative, it’s 
best to answer a few ques-
tions as straightforwardly 
as possible.

• What type of care does 
my parent need?

• Can this care be han-
dled by someone who comes 
into the house, such as a vis-
iting nurse?

Caring for a loved one 
who can no longer care for 
himself is something that 
many Baby Boomers are 
facing on a daily basis. Al-
though it may be a touchy 
subject, it is worth exploring 
what you will do before the 
situation becomes urgent. 

When you become the 
parent of your parent

er’s is, simply, old age. 
Deaths from heart disease 
and most cancers have con-
sistently decreased, leading 
to longer lives — and a con-
sequent rise in Alzheimer’s 
and dementia cases.

Aging minority popula-
tions can face particular 
risks.

Heart health tends to 
support brain health in 
the later years, for example 
— yet statistics show that 
older adults in many mi-
nority communities have 
high rates of hypertension 
and diabetes, which in turn 
raise the likelihood of vas-
cular problems and demen-
tia.

And out-of-date cultural 
standards can prevent fam-
ilies from seeking help.

It has taken time for 
family members in some 
communities to absorb the 
lesson that respecting el-
ders means seeking a diag-
nosis, not avoiding one.

“It’s a slow, incremental 

process,” said Yau. “Even 
now, we’re going into Af-
rican-American churches 
and community centers, 
trying to provide informa-
tion.”

After three years, the 
Bridge to Healthy Families 
project — a partnership 
of the Asian Community 
Center and the Alzheimer’s 
Association — has brought 
education sessions on fam-
ily caregiving to several 
thousand Sacramentans, 
said chief executive offi cer 
Donna Yee.

“We’ve gone to every 
civic and church organi-
zation we know of in our 
community,” she said. 
“And we’re fi nding that’s 
increased the number of 
family members willing to 
use our social day respite 
program and engage their 
siblings as a team.”

The slow pace of change 
means that in many com-
munities, elders tend not to 
be diagnosed until the dis-
ease has progressed to mid- 

or late-stage.
National Institute on 

Aging research shows that 
Latinos tend to experience 
Alzheimer’s symptoms six 
years earlier than other 
ethnic groups — at age 67 as 
opposed to 73 — but are less 
likely to receive an early di-
agnosis.

“Our healthcare system 
needs to be structured to 
provide quality care for a 
growing number of ethnici-
ties,” said Dr. Ladson Hin-
ton, a geriatric psychiatrist 
at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, Alzheimer’s 
Disease Center. “Often, the 
symptoms of dementia get 
attached to other things.”

Delayed diagnosis often 
means that the best chance 
for families to educate 
themselves and make plans 
to care for their aging loved 
ones is delayed, as well.

With early diagnosis, 
medications can help fore-
stall decline in some pa-
tients, giving them time to 
understand their illness 
and have a say in planning 
their own future. 

— Anita Creamer / 

Sacramento Bee

Alzheimer’s
Continued from page 38 
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The sanctity of the doc-
tor-patient relationship: it’s 
an ancient tenet of medi-
cine, but also a fundamen-
tal issue in one of modern 
healthcare’s hottest topics 
- coordination of care.  

As the nation searches 
for the best way to create a 
more collaborative, finan-
cially sustainable system 
that works for patients, 
long term care is providing 
effective models and les-
sons. At the same time, we 
are working with the gov-
ernment to eliminate barri-
ers to what we believe can 
lead to significant growth 
for those effective, collab-
orative solutions. 

I’m talking specifically 
about PACE, a managed 
care program that has 
served long term care pa-
tients for 25 years. PACE, 
the Program for the All-In-
clusive Care for the Elderly, 
is a coordinated care model 
that improves both the pa-
tient’s health and Medic-
aid’s bottom line.

  
Focused on the most 

costly and complex individ-
uals to care for – patients 
eligible for Medicare and 
Medicaid who are qualified 
to live in a nursing home – 
the PACE model brings to-
gether nurses, physicians, 
social workers, therapists 
and other caregivers to cre-
ate a coordinated care plan 
for each patient. The goal is 
to keep the patient healthy 
and at home while assist-
ing with the activities of 
daily life, such as washing, 
dressing, eating and social-
izing. 

The model is catching 
on, and PACE, we believe, 
is poised for significant 
growth.  

In the case of Center-

Light Healthcare in New 
York, the nation’s larg-
est PACE program, a key 
reason for this projected 
growth is a waiver issued 
by Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, the fed-
eral agency that adminis-
ters these programs. Most 
PACE programs require pa-
tients to see PACE-employed 
physicians, and discourage 
enrollment by seniors who 
want to stick with their 
doctors. The waiver elimi-
nates that enrollment bar-
rier by allowing patients to 

see their own doctor as part 
of their PACE care plan. 
Waivers have also been is-
sued to a small number of 
other PACE programs and 
discussions have taken 
place in Washington about 
revising the rules on physi-
cians for PACE programs 
nationwide.

For the patient and for 
our state’s Medicaid sys-
tems, the resulting growth 
in enrollment could have a 
huge impact. Figures from 
the New York State De-
partment of Health show 

that, for 75% of the cost of 
permanently residing in 
a nursing home, Center-
Light PACE programs can 
provide substantially more 
services, while keeping pa-
tients safe at home.

The issue is particularly 
timely, as New York State 
also recently issued a new 
mandate that all long term 
care patients enroll in a 
managed care program.  

So, what if a new op-
portunity allowed PACE 
patients to use their cur-
rent doctor and still take 

advantage of the coordi-
nated care that serves them 
so well?  Would we enter a 
realm where we can offer 
more patients the kind of 
care they need? 

With managed care 
gaining prominence again 
as a solution to our nation’s 
healthcare crisis, our in-
dustry’s leaders have an op-
portunity to build PACE’s 
demonstrated results by 
growing that program and 
applying its lessons about 
coordinated care to other 
programs as well.
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ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

By Tangerine Clarke
Timehri Transitions – 

Expanding Concepts in 
Guyana Art, is a compre-
hensive exhibition on dis-
play at the Wilmer Jennings 
Gallery, located on Manhat-
tan’s 213 East 2nd Street, 
and showcases the works 
of a dozen of Guyana’s best 
and brightest old masters 
of painting and sculpting. 

Damali Abrams, Carl 
Anderson, Dudley Charles, 
Victor Davson, Marlon For-
rester, Gregory A. Henry, 
Siddiq Khan, Donald Locke, 
Andrew Lyght, Bernadette 
Persaud, Keisha Scarville 
and Arlingron Weithers 
are currently presenting 
inspiring works of art in 
the Kenkeleba House at the 
gallery.

Curator, Carl E. Hazel-
wood chose this group of 
artists because he said 
their work expresses every-
thing from contemporary 
abstraction, to work that 
bears a subtle political or 
cultural critique.

“Timehri” in the title, 
Hazelwood explained sym-

bolically connects “our 
endeavor to the first artists 
of Guyana, who produced 
the ancient Native Ameri-
can rock engravings and 
drawings”. 

He praised the pieces 
that will be exhibited until 

March 9. 
The Guyana Cultural 

Association NY sponsored 
the exhibition in part, while 
P. Daniel Faustin, Romesh 
Singh and Arlington 
Weithers provided material 
and other direct support.

“Lotus in Springtime” painting by Bernadette Indira 
Persaud. Photo by Carol Hazelwood

Guyanese art on display 
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By Nelson A. King 
Over 300 co-workers, 

church members and mem-
bers of the community on 
Jan. 4 joined prominent 
Brooklyn registered nurse 
Marlene Ferguson in cele-
brating her retirement from 
Downstate Medical Center 
and University Hospital of 
Brooklyn at a gala ceremony 
at El Caribe Country Club in 
Brooklyn.

The Trinidadian-born 
Ferguson last month retired 
from the hospital, as an 
assistant director of nursing, 
after 29 years of service. 

“Like you, I am overjoyed 
to be here celebrating the 
employment legacy of Mrs. 
Marlene Ferguson,” Regis-
tered Nurse Delois McRae-
Stark, Ferguson’s former co-
worker and close friend, told 
the reception.

“After 29 years of exempla-
ry service to Downstate Medi-
cal Center, Marlene Ferguson 
enjoy your retirement,” she 
added. “You deserve it.”

As a young girl in Trinidad 
and Tobago, McRae-Stark 
said Ferguson’s dad “recog-
nized and often commented 
on the loving, gentle touch 
of his ‘Florence Nightingale 
‘daughter. 

“You see, as a diabetic, he 
was her first patient,” she 
said. 

Ferguson, who migrated 
to the United States in 1971, 
obtained an Associate Degree 
in Nursing from Alvin Com-
munity College in Alvin, TX, 
four years later.

McRae-Stark said she 
remained in Alvin, working 
as a staff nurse on a medi-
cal/surgical unit at Ben Taub 
General Hospital, until 1983. 

Shortly after relocating to 
New York, Ferguson started 
her career at Downstate Hos-
pital on Sept. 15, 1983 as a 
T&RCN I with the Depart-
ment of Nursing Services on 
Nursing Station 62, an adult 
medical/surgical unit. 

A year later, she was 
promoted to Nurse II and 
“quickly became the charge 
nurse on the night shift” in 
1986, McRae-Stark said. 

She said she, Ferguson 
and other nurses – including 
Barton, Parkins, Dyer, Lin-

ton, Roach, Coy, Williams, 
Lashley and Cox – spent 
about six years on Nursing 
Stating 62 together. 

“I know Marlene joins me 
in acknowledging these were 
the times of our life,” McRae-
Stark said. 

“The night shift devel-
oped a family-like bond,” she 
added. “Everyone worked 
cohesively, and I can say, 
speaking as the Head Nurse, 
under Mrs. Ferguson’s lead-
ership, quality patient care 
was priority. 

“I applaud her dedication 
and hard work; and so did 
Anna Boyle, the Director of 
Nursing,” McRae-Stark con-
tinued. 

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,800

$1,700

$1,800

$1,600

$1,400

Retired RN Marlene Ferguson receiving plaque from 
ex-co-worker RN Delois McRae-Stark.  
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Honoring one of 
nursing’s best

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

Now recruiting students for the 2013-14 Academic Year

IMPORTANT DATES!!
Application is due April 1, 2013

Lottery will be held on April 11, 2013
Opening Day for Students will be August 2013

A Public Elementary School in Community District 22 located at

ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!!

HLA is a  dual language public school with rigorous academic instruction in grades 
K-5: Hebrew and English Language Instruction, Enriched Math for High Performing 
Students, Israeli Culture and History, Chess Instruction, Community Service, Two 
Teachers in Each Class, and Extended School Day and School Year

Please visit our website to download an application at
WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG

APPLY TODAY!!

75 Kindergarten spaces available with limited space 
through Fifth Grade at the
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills.
We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. 
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. marks Painless Dental, you have a unique 
opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fi llings, root canals or even the most extensive oral 
surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, where we make it our fi rst priority 
to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and laughing gas is also available.

Gum Treatment
We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from simple prophylaxis to 
advanced gum and bone surgery.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
 Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. We combine the
 best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate unnecessary extractions.
 We also do Invisalign treatment.

 Dental Laboratory on Premises
 New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.
 

 Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.
OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283

By Camille Sperrazza
Attorney John A. 

Scola knows that people 
are victimized every 
day.

Sadly, they may be 
mistreated by employ-
ers, have had their civil 
rights violated, or they 
might have suffered an 
injury. Many go about 
suffering in silence, 
feeling there is no re-
course. But there is.

“The Law Office of 
John A. Scola, PLLC is 
a dynamic law firm that 
prides itself on the pur-
suit of justice through 
passionate legal rep-
resentation on behalf 
of our clients,” Scola 
says about his practice. 
“Hardworking people 
can find themselves 
on the wrong end of an 
accident or unruly em-
ployer, through no fault 

of their own.” 
When such inci-

dents occur, people feel 
helpless. They wonder 
how they will support 
themselves and their 
families. By making 
an appointment with 
The Law Office of John 
A. Scola, “We help you 
gain peace of mind,” 
says Scola. “We will 
fight on your behalf, to 
get you the result you 
deserve.”

Discrimination in 
the workplace is ille-
gal, and can take many 
forms, says Scola. Hir-
ing practices, promo-
tions, and termination 
are among them. The 
law provides protection 
against discrimination 
on the basis of a per-
son’s race, gender, na-
tional origin, religion, 
disability, or age. 

“There are many 
laws that address em-
ployment discrimina-
tion and wrongful termi-
nation including Title 
VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities 
Act, the Age Discrimi-
nation in Employment 
Act, the Family Medi-
cal Leave Act, and nu-
merous state laws,” he 
says. Scola can help you 
understand your rights, 
and how to protect 
yourself.

C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
works both ways. Scola 
believes in listening to 
clients so he can best 
address their needs. 

“We return calls 
promptly. We are very 
good about being intui-
tive to clients’ needs,” 
he says. “We are in 
constant communica-

tion. By keeping clients 
informed, goals are 
reached and often su-
perseded.” 

Just as important, 
he believes in treating 
people with respect and 
dignity. 

Scola also has in-
depth knowledge when 
it comes to defending 
those who have suffered 
personal injuries. 

“If you were recently 
involved in an accident 
that left you with pain-
ful injuries or emotion-
al distress, you may be 
entitled to file a person-
al injury lawsuit,” says 
Scola. Compensation 
may be collect for medi-
cal treatment, rehabili-
tative care, property 
damage, pain, emotion-
al trauma, and for lost 
wages because of time 
taken off from work.

It is understandable 
that if clients do expe-
rience an injury of this 
nature, they will have a 
lot to deal with. 

“Your recovery 
needs to be your first 
priority,” says Scola. 
“You can focus on re-
habilitation while we 
concentrate on obtain-
ing any compensation 
to which you are en-
titled.”

Scola graduated 
from New York Law 
School in 2011. Aware 
that attorneys are often 
asked questions about 
their history and track 
records with clients, he 
and a friend started a 
new venture: www.law-
yersdirect.org. The web-
site contains reviews 
about attorneys. Here, 
clients can learn infor-
mation about law firms, 

before reaching out to 
them. Scola describes it 
as, “an informal inter-
view process,” so that 
clients can better se-
lect representation that 
suits their needs.

Law Office of John 
A. Scola [25 Bond St. 
between Livingston and 
Fulton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (212) 537–
0598, www.JohnScola-
Law.com]. Contact him 
24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Law Office of John A. Scola fights to get clients results they deserve
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Council Member Leroy 
Comrie, public officials 
and community leaders in 
Queens celebrated Black 
History on Feb. 2, 2013. 

In his address Comrie 
said, “This has been an 
historic time for people of 
color, having just witnessed 
President Barack Obama’s 
second inauguration, we 
must take this time to 
reflect on where we came 
from, envision where we are 
headed, and celebrate those 
who sacrificed so much. 

“We should not only 
remember leaders, such 
as Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Malcolm X, for what 
they accomplished, but also 
understand that they did 
not wait for anyone else 
to help them. Instead, they 
took charge and pushed for 
the change they wanted to 
see, which something we 
must emulate again.”

The event took place at 
Queensborough Commu-

nity College’s Performing 
Arts Center, where many 
people were present to see 
performances by talented 
entertainers such as Crystal 
Smith, the Edge School of 
Arts Dance Troupe, Ran-
dolph Smith, Joe’s Music 
School Orchestra, students 
from PS 176, the St. Albans 
Baptist Church Dancers, 

Ada Peppers, and James 
Baynard, of the Crown 
Heights Affair.

Donald L. Clarke Esq. 
served as The Master of Cer-
emonies for the evening.

WBLS personality, histo-
rian and radio pioneer Bob 
Slade delivered the keynote 
address. He spoke about the 
first Black-owned record 

label, Vee-Jay records. While 
the label made most of their 

money by releasing some 
of the first songs from The 

Beatles in the United States, 
they also released albums 
from performers such Jerry 
Butler, Jimmy Reed, John 
Lee Hooker, Betty Everett, 
and The Four Seasons.

Other elected officials 
including Comptroller John 
C. Liu, Manhattan Borough 
President Scott M. String-
er, Council Member Ruben 
Wills, and former Comp-
troller Bill Thompson, also 
spoke.   

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, Con-
gressman Gregory W. Meeks, 
Assemblywoman Vivian 
E. Cook, Assemblywoman 
Barbara Clark, Assembly-
man William Scarborough, 
Assemblywoman Michele R. 
Titus, Councilman Ruben 
Wills, the Jamaica Branch 
of the NAACP, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Inc. Epsilon 
Pi Omega Chapter, Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. 
Queens Alumnae Chapter, 
United Black Men of Queens 
Inc., Guy R. Brewer United 
Democratic Club, Great-
er Queens Chapter of the 
Links Inc., Clergy United 
for Community Empower-
ment (CUCE), & the Jamai-
ca Performing Arts Center 
(JPAC) co-sponsored the 
event.  

PS 176 students represented famous Black History-
makers and read from their speeches. 

Queens community 
celebrates Black History

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

IMMIGRATION
  

 REMOVAL/DEPORTATION – IMMIGRATION COURT
 GREEN CARD PETITIONS for Family, Fiancés 

ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS, CITIZENSHIP, INTERVIEWS

ARE YOU AN ABUSED SPOUSE?
Is your spouse refusing to file for you?  Refusing to attend the interview?

Abusing or has abused you?   We may be able to help you get your Green Card

DIVORCE – Uncontested 
REAL ESTATE - Contracts and Closings

WILLS 

Law Offices of

Sandra Robinson Kerr
728 Chauncey Street

Brooklyn, NY 11207

(347) 673-2644
(By Appointment Only)

g
S

Councilmember Leroy Comrie (right) and Master of 
Ceremony Donald L. Clarke.
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS
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By Nelson A. King
Barbadian Prime Minis-

ter Freundel Stuart said on 
Jan. 29 that nationals will 
go to the polls on Feb. 21 to 
elect a new government.

Start made the announce-
ment through the Barbados 
Government Information 
Service (BGIS), declaring 
Feb. 6 as Nomination Day. 

Stuart said Governor 
General Sir Elliott Belgrave 
has issued the writ for gen-
eral elections and dissolved 
Parliament, which earlier 
on Jan. 29 adjourned its last 
session until Feb. 5. 

The announcement ends 
months of speculation about 
when the incumbent Demo-
cratic Labor Party (DLP) 
will seek a second term in 
office. 

The main opposition Bar-
bados Labor Party (BLP) had 
boycotted the Feb. 29 sitting 
of the House of Assembly in 
protest against the delay in 

calling the elections past 
the 5th anniversary of the 
DLP administration on Jan.  
15. 

The BLP said tonight 
that Stuart’s announce-
ment through the BGIS was 
another demonstration of 
his lack of leadership and 
“aversion to speaking to his 
people”. 

Former deputy leader 
Mia Mottley said the prime 
minister’s “disconnected” 
approach in dealing with 
such a national situation 
should be a wake-up call for 
Barbadians to change the 
political leadership of the 
country in favor of an Owen 
Arthur-led administration. 

“Even in the calling of 
an election, Prime Minis-
ter Stuart has defied all the 
odds in the issuance of a 
Government Information 
Service press release,” Mot-
tley said. 

“I really must confess that 

I have never known a prime 
minister to call an election 
through a GIS release. That 
caught me absolutely by 
surprise; and, if I was a Dem 
(DLP), I would be disheart-
ened by that,” she added. 

“There are not many 
things a prime minister has 
to do, but in the one power 
that only he and no one else 
on this earth can exercise, 
even that he has chosen to 
dodge by way of announcing 
it through a press release of 
a Government Information 
Service agency,” Mottley 
continued. 

“Maybe he has gone back 
to sleep, but it is a matter 
that perhaps best symbol-
izes why this country needs 
change now, because Barba-
dos needs to have leadership 
that reinforces it and gives 
it confidence at those very 
difficult times of our lives, 
economically and by exten-
sion, socially,” she said. 

Barbadians go to the 
polls on Feb. 21

DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Serving the Caribbean Community  

for Over 25 Years

31st District City Council Candidate
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WE’RE
HERE TO 
SUPPORT.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S
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By Azad Ali
Two former Guyana and West Indies 

cricketers, Clive Lloyd and Roger Harper, 
have blasted as “illegal” Guyana Cricket 
Board (GCB) elections, which were held 
recently.

Lloyd and Harper have also taken a swipe 
at the West Indies Cricket Board (WICB) for 
sending two officials to witness the elec-
tions that adopted a new constitution and 
appointed Dr. Bahadur as the new presi-
dent.

Lloyd, a former West Indies captain and 

By Robert Elkin
Kentan Facey, 

a senior at Long 
Island Lutheran 
High School, locat-
ed in  Brookville, 
New York, grew up 
in St. Bolt, located 
in Jamaica, West 
Indies. His high 
school days took 
him from playing 
soccer for three 
years and at the 
same time bas-
ketball. He also 
indulged in crick-
et, competing with 
his friends.

After he gave 
up soccer, he con-
centrated more on 
basketball, especially when he came north. 
He was 15 years old when he started playing 

TORONTO, Feb. 1, 2013 /CNW/ - One 
would not think that a tiny island 14 
miles wide by 21 miles long formed by the 
collision of the Atlantic crystal and Car-
ibbean plates would offer more than just 
sun, sea and sand, but Barbados, the east-
ern-most island in the Caribbean, contin-

ues to make quite a splash. Barbados has 
brought the world musical superstars like 
Rihanna, Shontelle, Hal Linton; dishes 
such as flying fish & cou cou; the first 
Zagat guide to the Caribbean; was the 
only place visited outside of the U.S. by 
President George Washington; is home to 

one of the oldest synagogues in the West-
ern Hemisphere and has played host to 
world-class events and festivals. Adding 
to its already impressive roster, the island 
nation proudly congratulates Ramon 
Harewood of the Baltimore Ravens, the 

Victorious Ravens’ lineman is Barbadian
A
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Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Long Island Luther-
an’s Kentan Facey 
#22 in action against 
Bayside at Baruch 
College in New York, 
Monday, Jan. 21, 
2013.  
 AP Photo/Gregory Payan

Baltimore Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco (5) and offensive lineman Ramon Harewood (70) react to Baltimore Ravens 
wide receiver Jacoby Jones’ 109-yard touchdown run against the San Francisco 49ers during the second half of the NFL 
Super Bowl XLVII football game, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in New Orleans. 

Jamaican 
Facey heads 

to UConn

Guyana Cricket 
Board election 

questioned

FIRST BAJAN FIRST BAJAN 
NFL CHAMPNFL CHAMP
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Harper who once bowled 
off-spin for the regional 
side, have accused the 
GCB of violating orders 
of Guyana judges, who 
had banned the holding 
of any elections.

“There is an injunc-
tion in place so they 
(GCB) cannot operate. 
The judges made a rul-
ing and you cannot 
flout the laws of the 
country,” Lloyd said.

Lloyd and Harper 
are contending that 
the elections could not 
be called legitimate 
because not all the rep-
resentatives of the GCB 
voted, and as such there 
was no “quorum.”

The GCB constitu-
tion requires the pres-
ence of at least two of 
the three county boards 

and a total of 12 dele-
gates to form a quorum 
to have elections. 

GCB says the Dem-
erara Cricket Board and 
the Essequibo Cricket 
Board were in attend-
ance as well as a total 
of 18 delegates.

“It was illegal,” 
declared Harper, presi-
dent of the Georgetown 
Cricket Association, 
one of the four constit-
uents of the Demerara 
Cricket Board (DCB).

“What happened is 
the true reflection of 
the people who are try-
ing to grab power in 
Guyana,” he said.

WICB Director Conde 
Riley, who observed the 
elections, was quoted 
as saying he was satis-
fied with the process.

more of the latter activity 
in Jamaica, his native land. 
He focused more on condi-
tioning  than at any other 
aspect of the hoop sport.

“That’s the difference 
between basketball here (in 
America) and basketball in 
Jamaica,” the 6’9” forward 
said. “In Jamaica we worked 
on our legs and on exercise. 
Here we  work more on 
skill development (includ-
ing) shooting.” 

He was 16 years of age 
when he came to New 
York.

Facey started his high 
school days at a pri-
vate school in Deer Park, 
located in Suffolk County 
and transferred to anoth-
er private school, Long 
Island Lutheran located in 
Brookville, Nassau County. 
At the latter school, there 
was better quality of bas-
ketball. He wanted more 
competition than he was 
getting in Suffolk County 
to better his game. After he 
entered LIL, he felt that he 
was getting better coaching 
and played with and against 
better competition.

“Lutheran had a better 
developed program and was 
better both academically 
and in athletics,” he added.

“When he first started 
being involved in basket-
ball, he didn’t know much 
about the game. Now he 
understands it more. It’s 
coming easier to him nowa-
days.”

Long Island Lutheran 
recently competed in the 
10th annual Big Apple 
Invitational at Baruch Col-
lege in Manhattan, with 
big crowds including col-
lege recruiters sitting in 
the stands and taking notes 
about what could be their 
future players.

“We played in a well 
organized tournament,” 
said assistant coach Ronn 
Hall, “and we had good 
competition.”

“It’s a great opportuni-
ty for teams to compete 
in such a big classic,” said 
Facey.

Besides Long Island 
Lutheran other partici-
pating teams in the clas-
sic included  Hills West, 
South Shore, East Boston, 
Vermont Academy, Massa-
nutes, Military Academy, 
Pope John XXIII, Wings 

Academy, Prnceton Day 
Academy, St. Frances, Cur-
tis, Coolidge, Bayside, and 
Thomas Jefferson.

Facey has certainly 
improved from his junior to 
senior years of high school 
ball..

“I understand the game 
a lot better now (especial-
ly) positioning on defense,” 
Facey added.  “It’s coming 
easier to me now.  Defen-
sively I have to work on 
being at the right place at 
the right time.”

“He still has to work on 
his foot work and offen-
sive aggressiveness,” said 
Long Island Lutheran Head 
Coach John Buck..

He is averaging around 
14 points, 11 rebounds and 
four blocked shots a game 
this season at Lutheran. He 
credits all his coaches for 
his success in high school. 
They also include Josh 
Corbin, Mike Plunkett and 
Darrel Foster. 

“They help me out by 
understanding the game 
and by working on defense, 
offense, and every aspect of 
the game,” the senior added. 
“They are very patient with 
me knowing that I haven’t 
been playing  basketball my 
whole life. They are teach-
ing me and fine tuning my 
game.’

Facey will be graduating 

in June and will continue 
his basketball and educa-
tion at the University of 
Connecticut, which over the 
years had a very successful 
program in the Big East 
Conference. Highly recruit-
ed, he chose UConn over 
Virginia Tech, St. John’s, 
UCLA, and Rhode Island.

“That’s the college 
(UConn.) I wanted to go to 
since I came from Jamaica,” 
he went on. “The dream 
come to fruition (a real-
ity now). My (immediate) 
goal is to do whatever it 
takes us to win the Double 
A Championship (at Long 
Island Lutheran come in 
March).”

first ever NFL player to 
come from the island of 
Barbados and to make 
it to the Super Bowl.

“It is with extreme 
pride that I step onto 
the field for Super 
Bowl XLVII represent-
ing God, my family, 
the Baltimore Ravens 
and my native coun-
try of Barbados,” said 
Ramon Harewood, 
offensive lineman for 
the Baltimore Ravens. 
“The strong academic 
foundation and diverse 
athletic training I 
received growing up in 
Barbados has enabled 
me to achieve success 
on many levels as an 
adult.

Harewood, a mere 
seven-year veteran of 
the sport, is an All-
American from More-
house College in Atlan-
ta, Georgia. Recruited 
on full academic schol-
arship, with hopes of 
becoming an engineer, 
Harewood joined the 
Morehouse team.  Prior 
to his transfer, from the 
University of the West 
Indies, watching Amer-
ican football on TV 
was the only exposure 

Harewood had to the 
sport.  A frequent run-
ner, volleyball, crick-
et and rugby player, 
Harewood is a natural 
born athlete. Combin-
ing his innate athleti-
cism with his 6-foot-
6 ½-inch, 341-pound 
build, Harewood’s foot-
ball potential could not 
be ignored by Michael 
Grant, assistant coach 
of the Morehouse Col-
lege football team. 
Harewood learned the 
game by watching from 
the sidelines.  He played 
just two games on 
defense in the 2006 sea-
son, moved to offense 
in 2007 and less than 
three years later he 
achieved All-American 
honors which ultimate-
ly led to his 2010 NFL 
draft pick and athletic 
sponsorship with Nike.

Following the Super 
Bowl, Harewood and 
famed teammates 
Michael Oher, Ray Rice, 
Torrey Smith, Anquan 
Boldin and Ladarius 
Webb plan to head back 
to his homeland of Bar-
bados to lead a football 
training camp for chil-
dren this Spring, spon-
sored by The Barbados 
Tourism Authority. 

Continued from page 49 Continued from page 49 

Long Island Lutheran’s Kentan Facey #22 in action against Bayside during a high 
school basketball game at Baruch College in New York, Monday, Jan. 21, 2013. L.I. 
Lutheran won the game 58-55.  AP Photo/Gregory Payan

Working on skill development Proud Raven

GCB elections
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Newly Renovated
Fitness Club 
Power Gym 

Brand New
Indoor 
Sports

In Session
School 

& Camps

Open
Swimming 

Pools

Coming Soon:
Restaurant 
& Nightclub

1500 Paerdegat Ave. North, Canarsie, Brooklyn  

As we recover from Hurricane Sandy, we are rebuilding most of our facility and improving our 
programs: Brand New Power Gym, Basketball Courts, Restaurant, Lobby, Soccer Field, 
Locker Rooms and more.

REGISTER NOW for:

Rebuilding Paerdegat Athletic Club. The New

GRAND 
REOPENING 
SPECIALS
(Mention this Ad)

West Indies selectors 
must do the correct thing 
and replace the present 
West Indies Captain Darren 
Sammy. Sammy’s decision-
making has been a mess 
and that has caused West 
Indies cricket to go fur-
ther down hill. Mr. Sammy 
takes up the place of a val-
uable player of a bowler. 
West Indies continues to 
play with a bowler short 
because of the inclusion of 
Darren Sammy. 

Denesh Ramdin 
Must be Appointed 
Test Captain

West Indies wicket keep-
er batsman Denesh Ramdin 
must take over as captain 
for the Test matches. It is 
about time that the selec-
tors make this change in 
order to give a new image 
and lift to West Indies crick-
et. The frustration builds 
on with Sammy at the helm 
and even to the West Indies 
players are showing their 
disgust. Sammy’s era is up 
and the West Indies selec-

tors must act quickly. 

Appoint Dwayne 
Bravo ODI And 
Twenty20 Captain 

West Indies allrounder 
Dwayne Bravo must be 
shifted to the top position 
in ODI and Twenty20 for 
the West Indies. Bravo has 
exposed internationally 
and his experience in lim-
ited overs is unquestion-
able. West Indies selectors 
ought to move in the cor-
rect direction and make 
the necessary changes. The 
image of West Indies crick-
et must change and the 
confidence of players must 
be lifted. Sammy must go, 
his time is overdue. 

WIBC And WIPA 
Working Together 

New Chief Executive 

Officer Michael Muirhead 
seems to have developed a 
fine relationship with the 
West Indies Players Asso-
ciation. The tug-of-war 
between the WICB and the 
WIPA has dragged on for 
a long period when former 
WICB CEO Dr. Ernest 
Hilaire and WIPA CEO 
Dinanath Ramnarine were 
in office. Muirhead said 
that “the strained relation-
ship with the WICB and 
the WIPA is now history” 
and it serves no purpose 
to keep going at each oth-
er’s throat. “We must come 
together and look for settle-
ments in areas that need to 
be settled and compromise 
where we have to compro-
mise.”

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies captain Darren Sammy gestures during their One Day International 
Cricket match against Australia  in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2013. 

AP Photo/Rob Griffi th

Captain Darren Sammy should be replaced

www.caribbeanlifenews.com
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Serving the Community with Dignity
F U N E R A L  H O M E

THEME: VALENTINE’S DAY

ACROSS
1. *Good night kiss spot

6. Old age, archaic

9. De Valera’s land

13. “My Own Private _____”

14. Big Island flower necklace

15. Kind of sentence

16. Things that are unacceptable

17. Some watch the Super Bowl just 

for these

18. Irregular

19. *Isolde’s tragic lover

21. *The man behind the massacre

23. Unagi on sushi menu

24. *Stag

25. Grease holder

28. Elders’ teachings

30. *St. Valentine’s occupation

35. 7th letter of Greek alphabet, pl.

37. ____ Lofgren, musician

39. Banal or commonplace

40. Astronaut’s insignia

41. To impede or bara

43. America’s favorite

44. Extremist

46. Old Russian autocrat

47. Bone-dry

48. A one-horse open ride

50. “Iliad,” e.g.

52. Name fit for a king?

53. Getting warm

55. Bovine sound

57. *Bella’s choice

60. *”Shall I _______ thee to a sum-

mer’s day?”

64. Style of abstractionism popular in 

1960s

65. Word of possibility

67. Under deck

68. Eagle’s home

69. Part of T.G.I.F.

70. Eat away

71. End of a leg

72. Surf turf

73. Motion Picture Association of 

America, e.g.

DOWN
1. Bar order

2. Sensory input

3. Indian princess

4. Selected

5. Inexpensive inn, especially for 

youths

6. Distinctive flair

7. ___ Zeppelin

8. Tony Manero’s music

9. Introduced in Europe in 1999

10. One who is “__ __ it”

11. *Most popular Valentine’s Day gift?

12. Compass reading

15. Student’s piece

20. *Dateless

22. Matterhorn, e.g.

24. Bartender’s soda choice

25. *Cupid’s mom

26. “__ ___ costs”

27. Certain buds do this

29. Reduced Instruction Set Computer

31. Fleur-de-lis

32. Type of duck

33. Mall stop

34. Teletype machine, for short

36. Delhi wrap

38. “All My Children,” e.g.

42. Movie trailer, e.g.

45. Related on the father’s side

49. Of a female

51. Like a funereal procession

54. Administrative

56. “La BohËme,” e.g.

57. Fencer’s weapon

58. Some choose this over truth

59. Court order

60. Benign lump

61. A bunch

62. Traveled on

63. Water carrier

64. Dunce

66. Absorbed, as in a cost
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