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Preparations for the holidays and a 
chill in the air did not stop more than 
100 New Yorkers compelled to respond 
to the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
tragedy. On the evening of Sunday, 
Dec. 23, concerned New Yorkers par-
ticipated in the  “Hands across the 
Brooklyn Bridge” vigil. 

State Sen. Eric Adams (D-Brook-
lyn), alongside Norman Siegel, direc-
tor of NYC Civil Liberties Union, led 

the candlelight march on the Brook-
lyn Bridge from the Manhattan side.  
And, more than double that number 
of Brooklynites -- many parents 
with their children holding candles, 
joined with them to say,  “Enough is 
enough.” 

As people gathered on the Man-
hattan side before the march, Siegel 
said,  “We do not have to accept gun 

VIGIL TO 
END GUN 
VIOLENCE
Brooklyn Responds to Sandy Hook

By Bert Wilkinson      
A  Jamaica-registered airline 

founded on finance provided by 
Jamaica, Guyanese and interna-
tional capital is to begin charter 
and scheduled operations in the 
region from the New Year, filling a 
significant void left by the demise 
of several other carriers in recent 
years.

Fly Jamaica Airways (FJM) 
said this week that it recently 
received its air operators certifi-
cate from the Jamaican Civil Avia-
tion Authority as well as approvals 
from the US Department of Trans-
portation (DOT), the TSA and the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
to operate a Boeing-757-200 ER 
aircraft into New York and other 
American cities.

It also plans to target Guyana, 
Trinidad and Toronto, Canada as 
other key destinations when it 
begins operations fully in early 
January.

Former Guyanese Airways Cap-
tain Paul Ronald Reece will func-
tion as chief executive of the car-
rier that had last year successfully 
conducted its mandatory “proving 
flight” from Jamaica to Guyana 

Another 
set of 
wings

Continued on Page 5Continued on Page 5
Congresswoman Yvette Clarke (D-Brooklyn) at the 
Brooklyn Brodge Vigil.
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Caribbean
The Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) is wishing Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez a “speedy 
recovery” following his latest sur-
gery to deal with his ongoing bat-
tle with cancer.

CARICOM chairman and St. 
Lucia Prime Min-
ister Dr. Kenny 
Anthony said the 
regional group-
ing “has noted 
with keen inter-
est the official reports indicating 
that this latest operation has been 
lauded as a success and this is 
indeed welcoming news.

“We are also acutely aware 
that the post-operative process 
will be complex and challeng-
ing. Although your road to full 
recovery may be long, we in the 
Caribbean Community are con-
fident that your determination, 
the prayers and well-wishes of the 
people of Venezuela as well as your 
friends in the international com-
munity, including Caricom mem-
ber states, will provide you with 
the necessary faith, courage and 
strength to overcome this adver-
sity,” Dr. Anthony said Venezuela’s 
Vice President Nicholas Maduro 
said Chavez is likely to face a 
“complex and difficult” recovery 
after undergoing surgery in Cuba. 

Guyana
Trinidad and Tobago’s Carib-

bean Airlines Ltd (CAL) has been 
granted “flagship status” by the 
Guyana government.

This means that CAL can com-
pete with other carriers providing 
nonstop services to Guyana from 
North America.

This was announced by Guy-
ana’s Public Works Minister, 
Robeson Benn.

Benn was part of a large party 
of government officials and sen-
ior officials of CAL, including 
Chairman Rab-
indra Moonan 
as they waited at 
the Cheddi Jagan 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Airport to witness the departure 
of CAL’s first ever non-stop service 
between Georgetown and Toronto 
recently. They were also on hand 
for the arrival of the first non-
stop flight between Lester Pearson 
International and Cheddi Jagan 
International.

Moonan said CAL was commit-
ted to providing a better service to 

the Guyanese people at home and 
the diaspora in North America. 

Jamaica
The Jamaican government said 

that J$3billion will be provided 
to sugar canes 
farmers over the 
next four years as 
part of a massive 
industry replant-
ing and modernization exercise.

This was disclosed by Agricul-
ture and Fisheries Minister Roger 
Clarke, who said the intent is to 
boost cane production by some 
800,000 tons by increasing the 
amount of land under cultivation 
to 20,000 hectares up from 12,000 
hectares.

The funds, being provided under 
the European Union (EU)-sup-
ported Cane Expansion Fund will 
be providing on a revolving basis 
to plant and replant cane, supply 
land preparation and harvesting 
equipment and support installa-
tion of sub-surface drip irrigation 
in Clarendon and St. Catherine.

Already US$0.002 billion has 
been expended to bolster the 
ongoing can planting and replant-
ing exercise.

St. Lucia
The St. Lucia government has 

denied reports that ministers were 
to receive a 30 percent increase in 
salary.

A statement from the Office 
of the Prime Minister said the 
reports were “mischievous and 
untrue.”

Media reports claim that the 
Kenny Anthony administration, 
which has urged 
public officers 
to accept a wage 
freeze for the 
2010-2012 period, 
was now giving 
consideration to the recommen-
dations of the Salary Review Com-
mission (SRC) for the increase.

The government said that 
the former administration had 
appointed the SRC to review the 
salaries of numerous officials and 
parliamentarians and that “to date 
the Commission has not submit-
ted its final report to the govern-
ment of St. Lucia.

“Indeed, the life of the Com-
mission had to be extended to 
allow it to complete its work,” the 
statement said, adding that the 
former Stephenson King govern-
ment “proceeded to increase the 

salaries of senior public officials 
by as much as 30 percent in some 
cases before the completed report 
was laid in parliament”.

The statement noted it is a little 
surprising these allegations could 
surface when the public sector 
has a representative on the com-
mission. 

St. Vincent
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gon-

salves says the island’s sole elec-
tricity provider is to invest in a 
project to upgrade hydroelectricity 
next year.

Speaking at the 19th annual 
convention of his ruling Unity 
Labor Party 
(ULP) recently, 
Gonsalves said 
that the St. Vin-
cent and Gren-
adines Electricity 
Services (Vinlec) had a budget of 
EC$31 million for 2013 including 
funds for the hydro development 
project.

Hydroelectricity is the term 
referred to electricity generated 
by hydropower through the use 
of the gravitational force of falling 
or flowing water. It is most widely 
used form of renewable energy.

Gonsalves said an additional 1.1 
megawatts of hydro power would 
become available, adding “right 
now hydro provides 20 per cent, or 
about four megawatts of power for 
St. Vincent.”

Gonsalves told supporters that 
Vinlec would also invest more 
than $8 eight million dollars next 
year in providing additional l00 
kilowatts of solar energy.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago is con-

sidering joining the international 
standards of E-passports or digital 
passport by 2017. 

This was revealed by National 
Security Minis-
ter Jack Warner 
while speaking at 
a three-day sub-
regional work-
shop on capacity-building in trav-
el document security and iden-
tity management, which brought 
together various Caribbean coun-
tries at the Hilton Trinidad, Port of 
Spain recently.

However, while he noted that 
this transition would be very cost-
ly, the minister said he believed it 
was worth the price.

“It seems if given the opportu-
nity the traveling public should 
embrace this technology. But this 
is why we are having this work-
shop, to engage in discussion and 
to learn more about the technolo-
gies that exists and how they could 
be applied or not to be applied,” he 
told participants.

The National Security minister 
said that since the introduction 
of machine readable passports 
(MRP) in 2007, there have been no 
reported incidents of tampering of 
T&T passports.

This, he said, speaks highly of 
the design of the passport.

St. Lucia
The St. Lucia government says it 

has increased the number of build-
ing supplies, which are exempted 
from tax under 
the current con-
struction stimu-
lus program, say-
ing it was neces-
sary in order for more consum-
ers to benefit from the initiative 
aimed at stimulating a sluggish 
economy.

Prime Minister Dr. Kenny 
Anthony told Parliament that fol-
lowing the introduction of the 

ribbean Gonsalves said an additional 1 1

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Doubts about Hugo Chavez

Continued on Page 8

In this photo released by Mirafl ores Press Offi ce, Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, center, 
holds up a copy of national constitution as President of the Assembly Diosdado Cabello, left, 
and Vice- President Nicolas Maduro looks on during a televised speech form his offi ce at Mira-
fl ores Presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Saturday, Dec. 8, 2012. See Page 6. 
 AP Photo/Mirafl ores Press Offi ce, Marcelo Garcia
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By Nelson A. King 
Caribbean religious and 

political leaders have been 
sending messages of con-
dolence to the government 
and people of the United 
States for lives lost in the 
recent Connecticut elemen-
tary school massacre. 

In a letter to President 
Obama, Antigua and Barbu-
da Prime Minister Baldwin 
Spencer expressed sadness, 
saying that the government 
and people of Antigua and 
Barbuda joined with the 
president and the people of 
the United States in express-
ing condolences to the “dis-
tressed individuals and fam-
ilies affected by the heinous 
school shootings” in New-
town, Connecticut. 

“Our prayers are with 
your Administration and 
the people of the United 
States of America,” Spencer 
said, and added: “The loss 
of any life is a tragedy, and 
it is most unfortunate that 
educators were amongst the 
slain victims.” 

“As a father, I have been 
stricken with grief upon 
learning of the traumatic 
events involving young, 
innocent children whose 
bright and productive 
futures were impetuously 
shattered by these unfore-
seen casualties,” Spencer 
added. 

The Antiguan leader also 
extended “hope and solidari-
ty” to the people of the Unit-
ed States of America, and 
anticipates that the “pride 
and strength which the 
president is known, will con-
tinue to guide him through 
this difficult period.  

“I am confident that the 
resilience, fortitude and 
unwavering commitment of 
your people to surmount all 
odds will guide your beloved 
country,” Spencer wrote.

On Monday, Jamaica 
Prime Minister Portia Simp-
son Miller also said she was 
“saddened” by the mass kill-
ings. 

 “I weep for the victims 
and especially the children, 
cut down in such a brutal 
manner and at such a ten-
der age.

“On behalf of all Jamai-

cans, I send my deepest con-
dolences to the families and 
friends who no doubt are 
going through a very dif-
ficult time,” she said. “This 
is a tragedy from which 
they will never recover,” 
she added. “I ask for God’s 
healing hands on those who 
were injured and hope that 
in time the persons who 
have lost their loved ones 
will find peace and be com-
forted. We pray that elected 
leaders, regardless of back-
ground, can put a stop to 
this madness and help save 
lives.

Grenada Prime Minister 
Tillman Thomas expressed 
his “deep sadness” over the 
killings which resulted in 
the death of  27 people, 
including 20 children.

“I am truly saddened to 
see that among those to 
perish were 20 children, all 
at the beginning of their 
young lives, together with 
the dedicated educators who 
selflessly made the ultimate 
sacrifice to protect their 
students,” said Thomas in 
his letter to Obama. “Today, 
as the United States of 
America mourns, please be 
assured that the thoughts 
and prayers of the Grena-
dian people are with you,” 
he added. 

“We especially pray for the 
families directly touched by 
this tragedy,” Thomas con-
tinued. “On behalf of the-
government and people of 
Grenada, please accept my 
heartfelt condolences.”

Meanwhile Caribbean-
born members of the New 
York City Council also 
expressed outrage and sor-
row over the mass killings. 
They included Haitian Dr. 
Mathieu Eugene and Gren-
adian-American Jumaane 
Willams, co-chair of the 
Council Task Force to Com-
bat Gun Violence.

“This tragedy is an 
urgent reminder that we 
must strengthen the call for 
serious gun control reform,” 
a City Council statement 
added. 

President Barack Obama 
vowed to “use whatever 
power this office holds” to 
stop massacres like this. 

Carib leaders, local 
pols weigh in on 

Newtown massacre

By Nelson A. King 
In keeping with the 

Christmas tradition, the 
century-old Fenimore 
Street United Methodist 
Church in Brooklyn on 
Sunday held its annual 
Christmas Candlelight 
cantata. 

The 90-minute service 
brought together usual 
worshippers and members 
of the community in a late 
afternoon spiritual revival, 
punctuated with Christ-
mas hymns and carols 
primarily from the Chan-
cel Choir, accompanying 

readings from three prom-
inent members: Jamaican 
Debbie Normandia, Bar-
badian Harriet Mayers and 
African American Lynn 
Malloy.

There were also liturgi-
cal dances, encompassing 
Christmas themes, from 
the church’s Dance Minis-
try, headed by Mayers. 

The Cantata, dubbed 
“The Christmas Light” and 
presented by the Chan-
cel Choir, heard riveting 
anthems, such as “Let All 
Mortal Flesh Keep Silence;” 
“Guiding Star;” “O, Lit-

tle Town of Bethlehem;” 
“Mary’s Lullaby;” “Glory 
to God;” and “Three Kings 
Came Riding from Afar.”\

As candles were distrib-
uted, the Chancel Choir 
sang “Oh, Holy Night;” 
and after they were lit, 
the congregation intoned 
with “Silent Night, Holy 
Night.”

“There was a time when 
we were in darkness, but 
now we’re in the light,” 
said the church’s pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Maxine Nixon, 
in her exhortation.

We light this light 

because Jesus is the light 
of the world,” she later 
said before the lighting of 
the candles. Afterwards, 
she expressed gratitude for 
the staging of the annual 
event.

“We thank God for the 
choir,” Dr. Nixon said. “It 
was melodious. 

“There was a message 
in the singing,” she added. 
“There was a message in 
the dancing.

“Whatever we do, 
remember that Jesus is 
the reason for the season,” 
Rev. Nixon continued. 

Christmas Candlight Cantata

By Tangerine Clarke
The sixty orphans in 

Joshua House, an orphan-
age, located in the heart of 
Georgetown, Guyana were 
greeted with Christmas 
bags filled with educational 
toys and fun gadgets from 
New Yorkers and a special 
student who travelled all 
the way from Cincinnati 
Ohio to help the children 
celebrate the festive sea-
son.

The kids raced down 
the stairs to their recrea-
tion area and were greet-
ed with loads of goodies 
from 8th grade Ohio stu-
dent Kenya Acyl, who dili-
gently wrapped each gift 
and affixed a card that 
read “Dream Big- with a 
10-cent pencil you can 
write down some million-
dollar ideas”.

These are inspiring 
words that no doubt will 
be etched in the memory 
of the Christmas angels 
who seem to be well on 
their way to success. This 
was seen on the faces of 
the children, as they sat 
around a table and sang 
Christmas carols before 
accepting their gifts with a 
glisten in their eye.

The thirty-eight year 
old orphanage is home to 

boys and girls from ages 
3-plus to 17-year old , and 
who Sister Gladys Accra 
explained are in need of 
many other necessities 
through-out the year. She 
thanked the many chari-
table overseas donors who 
hand out annual Christmas 
presents and other items, 
but adds that the need is 
great.

Sister Gladys empha-

sised the importance of 
education, and ensures 
that the children attend 
school on a regular basis. 
This is the reason many 
are preparing for the CXC 
examination, while oth-
ers go on to higher learn-
ing and become gainfully 
employed. Two who have 
recently become teachers 
set a shining example for 
the others to follow. 

Thanks to the hard 
work of Sister Gladys who 
calls herself a missionary, 
the children, many who 
were abandoned or abused 
because of unhappiness in 
the family are taken in by 
the orphanage.  They come 
through the Child Protec-
tion Agency and are placed 
in the safe environment 
where they are nurtured 
and educated.

Joshua House has great 
need and potential

The Joshua House orphans pose with Kenya Acyl outside their home 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Caribe Hotel
515 West 145th St. • 212-368-9915

hamilton heights casablanca
515 West 145th St. • 212-491-0488

Between Broad way & Amsterdam Avenue

new ebony hotel
142 West 112th St. Between Adam Clayton Blvd

& St. Nicholas • 212-678-1527

Continental Breakfast • Daily and Short Stay Rates - $55-$95
Air conditioned Rooms • Some Rooms Fully Mirrored

Premium Cable and Satellite TV
New Releases and Adult DVD Movies

145th Street Hotels conveniently located near Riverbank State Park
Swimming • Exercise • A Variety of Restaurants
Public Transportation: 1, 9, A, B, C, and D Trains

112th Street Hotel Located 2 Blocks from Central Park.
Public Transportation: 2 and 3 Trains

By Laura Andrews
The Commissioner of 

New York State Depart-
ment of Labor Peter M. 
Rivera, Esq. unequivocal-
ly told a packed room at 
York College in Queens, in 
the presence of Dr. Marcia 
V. Keizs, Councilmember 
Leroy Comrie, Assembly-
woman Vivian Cook and 
the Hon. Archie Spign-
er, that in the workforce, 
“There are areas he sees 
moving forward when it 
comes to communities of 
color.”

“New York State has 
opportunities to give,” 
the recently appointed 
commissioner optimis-
tically stated during an 
early morning York Col-
lege Executive Leadership 
Breakfast Series, spon-
sored by JetBlue.  Clearly, 
with a keen understanding 
of the impact the highly-
anticipated rebounding 
job market could have 
on the upward-mobile 
Jamaica, Queens popula-
tion and York College’s 
continuously increasing 

student population of 
8,242, the commissioner 
divulged a list of job initi-
atives promising longev-
ity and a record of con-
firmed success.

“In setting up an ini-
tiative, we want programs 
that are long lasting,” 
explained Rivera, whose 
primary assigned task is 
to link job seekers with 
employers. However, with 
a look of hope and a blaz-
ing smile, the commis-
sioner provided a stark 
illustration of a work-
force agenda prepared to 
reinstate test-taking pre-
paratory courses and a 
continuation of the newly 
established Youth Works 
program.  Rivera asserted 
that Youth Works “did a 
very good job; it exceeded 
our expectation.”

While the commis-
sioner disclosed exhaust-
ing $9 billon dollars on 
unemployment checks, 
the perception of a murky 
job market would have 
been inaccurate. More 
importantly, when the 

commissioner was asked 
how many people can 
secure jobs, he replied, 
“New York has “seven mil-
lion to hire.” He added, 
“The hardest part is to 
get localities to give me 
slots.”

Although a resurgence 
of jobs is inviting news, a 
majority of the commis-
sioner’s work endeavors 
did not strike a chord 
for students in attend-
ance. “Some of the things 
the commissioner spoke 
about do not address my 
student population but 
they address a broader 
need,” said the President 
of York College Marcia 
V. Keizs, in an interview 
following the breakfast 
series.  

With an eyesore back-
drop of student loans 
accounting for $1 tril-
lion in outstanding stu-
dent loan debts in the 
United States based upon 
a report by the Consum-
er Financial Protection 
Bureau, the CUNY presi-
dent did not hesitate to 

express “the other reality 
not discussed in detail by 
the commissioner, which 
“has to do with the kind 
of jobs I would be expect-
ing my students when 
they graduate from here 
to be ready for.”

While embracing the 
keynote speaker’s advo-
cacy for improving pre-
paratory courses for civil 
service examinations, the 
president implored her 
multi-cultural student 
body in excess of 125 
nationalities, “to develop 
academic business savvy 
skills” by putting aside 
certain expenditures to 
make an investment in 
their career.”   

Upcoming events at 
the York College Per-
forming Arts Series are: 
Black Wall Street (Jan. 
5, 2013), Ebony Embers 
(Feb. 8, 2013), Alex Blake 
(Feb. 16, 2013), Alberta 
Hunter (March 2, 2013), 
Spotlight with Casey Ben-
jamin (March 22, 2013) 
and Dreamgirls (May 
3-12, 2013).

Upwardly mobile in Jamaica, Queens

Councilmember Leroy Comrie (left) and guest.

Feuer Nursing Review
Celebrating 41 Years of Helping Nursing Students

Pass the RN/LPN NCLEX

 Mention “QUEENS” – Get $40 OFF Tuition
Must mention code during registration

Live Review Schedule
New York: January 26-31, 2013 

Ft. Lauderdale: February 8-13, 2013
New York: March 30-April 4, 2013

Ft. Lauderdale:  May 17-22, 2013
New York: June 22-27, 2013 

One-Day Pharmacology Course 
and RN/LPN Home Studies 

Available

   Call us today!  
   800-Feuer-RN or  

  800-338-3776 
  www.f-n-r.net

Group Discounts Available!



Page 5 • Caribbean Life • Dec. 28, 2012-Jan. 3, 2013

BeforeBefore

Dramatic results within a matter 
of weeks with our safe & effective 
medical weight loss program!

Plans for men & women

LOSE WEIGHT • FEEL GREAT!

www.ConquertheCrave.com

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

M.D. 
Supervised 
Program

Caribbean Life callers 
save an additional

10% OFF

As seen on the
Dr. Oz Show

Brooklyn and 
Long Island Locations

718-285-8807 
516-295-7400

After After

Results, 
Results, 
Results!

NO Expensive Supplements
NO Meals to Buy
NO Meetings to Attend
NO Surgery

Green Cards • deportation defense
appeals to Bia & federal Courts

To speak To an aTTorney
abouT your immigraTion case, call:

(347) 903-VISA
To speak To an aTTorney abouT

how you can become debT free, call:
(347) 855-DEBT

BankruptCy • deBt settlement
stop aBusive deBt ColleCtors

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq.Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.

muenniCh 
& Bussard, 

llp

Call 
to sChedule

a FRee 
Consultation

evening & 
Weekend 

appointments 
available

30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor
New York, NY 10007

(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

violence. We can and must 
change the epidemic of gun 
violence.“ He urged the pub-
lic to contact national and 
state elected officials and 
tell them, “We oppose gun 
violence and we demand 
action from them NOW.”  

Among the public and 
elected officials, former city 
comptroller and mayoral 
candidate Bill Thompson 
and Councilman Ydandis 
Rodriguez spoke. Congress-
woman Yvette Clarke of the 
11th Congressional District 
emphasized how gun vio-
lence affects all of us. 

Adams said to the assem-
bled, “America should 
not lead the globe in the 
number of deaths by guns. 
This is insane.“ 

On the bridge, Council-
man Jumaane Williams was 
among those who met-up 
from the Brooklyn side. 
In ”mic-check” fashion, 
marchers repeated after Eric 
Adams, the names, called 
out, of those who died in 
Newtown, Connecticut.  

Suggestions for gun 
reform include: reinstate-
ment of the assault weapons 

ban that expired in 2004, 
the banning of high capac-
ity magazines, improve-
ment in background checks 
for people with histories of 
mental illness and initiat-
ing a national gun regis-
trations/inspection systems 
similar to motor vehicle 
registration and inspection 
system. 

 The Brooklyn Bridge was 
used as a symbol to illus-
trate that the entire city was 
coming together in collec-
tive grief and action. 

with aviation and media 
personnel on board.

Reece said the collab-
oration between veteran 
regional aviation per-
sonnel and the private 
sector had brought “Car-
ibbean Integration to a 
new level. The airline, 
although substantially 
owned and controlled by 
Jamaicans, is Jamaican 
and Guyanese private 
sector collaboration, 
comprising ownership, 
management and staff 
with decades of inter-
national and regional 
aviation experience,” 
Reece noted. Reece owns 
Wings Aviation in Guy-
ana. It operates light 
aircraft charters to the 
Guyana interior.

For Guyanese passen-
gers and aviation author-
ities, Fly Jamaica’s entry 
into the market could 
not have come at a bet-
ter time given the col-
lapse of three new start 
up airlines in the past 
three years with the 
most recent being New 
York-based EZ-Jet.

EZ-Jet which had 
operated largely as a 
low cost, no-frills char-
ter service, collapsed 
spectacularly under the 
weight of a federal probe 
of its Guyana-born 
owner in the fall after 
a hospital chain with 
which CEO and Found-
er Sonny Ramdeo had 
accused him of embez-
zling more than $5M.

When the Feds final-
ly arrested Ramdeo in 
Brooklyn in December, 
the amount had risen 
to $20M. He remains 
in jail pending extradi-
tion to Florida and faces 
more than 20 years in 
jail.

EZ-Jet had made seri-
ous inroads into the 
Guyana, Trinidad and 
Toronto markets and had 
forced Caribbean Air-
lines and Delta to hand 
passengers substantial 
fare reductions to com-
pete with EZ-Jet. 

It collapsed in October, 
stranding thousands of 
passengers on both sides 
of the Atlantic joining 
Barbados-based Red Jet 
and Universal Airlines to 
leave airlift voids on the 
market. End/bw

Continued from cover

Wings
Continued from cover

Vigil

Protestor at Rally.
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DO YOU HAVE MISSING 
OR BROKEN TEETH?

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIAL!

$1,699

2635 NOSTRAND AVE . BETWEEN AVE L&M . 718-554-5632
nydentalimplantassociates.com | nyimplants@gmail.com

Includes Implant, 
Abutment/Post and Crown!

FREE cONSUlTATIONS! 
Call 718-554-5632

By Fabiola Sanchez
CARACAS, Venezuela 

(AP) — The president of 
Venezuela’s Supreme Court 
said Thursday that it could 
decide whether it’s constitu-
tional to postpone the date 
of ailing President Hugo 
Chavez’s swearing-in as he 
recovers from cancer sur-
gery in Cuba.

Supreme Court President 
Luisa Estella Morales also 
said the matter has not yet 
been brought before the 
court. Chavez is due to be 
sworn in for another six-
year term on Jan. 10, but 
complications after his Dec. 
11 surgery and his silence 
after the procedure have 
thrown into doubt whether 
he will be capable of taking 
the oath of office.

“At this time, there is no 
constitutional question to 
resolve,” Morales said at a 
news conference. “When 
the matter is brought up, 
if it’s brought up, then it 
will be the Constitutional 

Chamber of the Supreme 
Court of Justice that will 
decide.”

The justice’s remarks 
came after National Assem-
bly President Diosdado 
Cabello suggested on Tues-
day that Chavez’s inaugu-
ration could be postponed 

— a statement that has fed 
uncertainty about the his 
prospects of recovery.

Cabello defended the idea 
in a message Thursday on 
his Twitter account, saying: 
“I only expressed my opin-
ion, of which I’m absolutely 
convinced since it’s in line 
with our constitution.”

His stance conflicted with 
that of Vice President Nico-
las Maduro, Chavez’s chosen 
successor, who on Wednes-
day said he didn’t want to 
speculate about such a sce-
nario and that the Supreme 
Court could settle any such 
question if needed.

Venezuela’s Constitution 
says the president should be 
sworn in on Jan. 10 before 
the National Assembly.

Maduro said in a tele-
vised speech Thursday that 
Chavez is conscious and 
progressively recovering. He 
also said Chavez has been 
with his family resting while 
receiving treatment for a 
respiratory infection.

Venezuela court could decide 
on Chavez swearing-in

President Hugo Chavez 
kisses a crucifix during a 
televised speech form his 
office at Miraflores Presi-
dential palace in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Saturday, Dec. 
8, 2012. 
 AP Photo/Miraflores Press Office, 

Marcelo Garcia

Personal Injury: •	
Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall • Medical 
Malpractice • Construction Accidents and More!!

Employment Discrimination: •	
Sexual Harassment • Hostile Work Environment 
Age, Gender, Race & Military Status Discrimination

Civil Rights:  •	
Police Brutality • False Arrest • False Imprisonment 

Contact Us At: 
498 Atlantic Avenue • 718 852-8300       

e-mail: vekenweke@aol.com • www.vekenwekelaw.com

If you have been Injured 
in An Accidident...

dIscrImInated agaInst  
or falsely arrested

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

We can help you!!
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IT’S OUR BIGGEST WHITE SALE OF THE YEAR 
IT’S OUR BIGGEST FURNITURE & MATTRESS EVENT OF THE SEASON 

IT’S OUR BIGGEST UNDERWEAR SALE OF THE SEASON
IT’S OUR BIGGEST DENIM EVENT OF THE SEASON

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY + EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF!
Free shipping with $99 purchase. Use promo code: JOY for extra savings; offer valid 12/25-12/29/2012. Exclusions apply; see macys.com for details.  

PLUS, TAKE AN EXTRA 15% OR 1O% OFF† WITH YOUR 
MACY’S CARD OR PASS DURING OUR AFTER CHRISTMAS SALE

†Exclusions apply, see pass. 

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/
fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, services, 
macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a new Macy’s 
account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

VALID 12/26-12/29/12.

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR  
HIM, HER & KIDS, PLUS FINE & FASHION JEWELRY

EXTRA 15%  OFF
EXTRA 1O% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE WATCHES, SHOES, COATS, 
SUITS, DRESSES, INTIMATES, SUIT SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS FOR HIM 
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS 

WOW! PASS EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL 
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS) 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are 
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

AFTER CHRISTMAS SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/26-12/29/2012. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/1/13, UNLESS 
NOTED. “Of the season” refers to Macy’s winter season from November 1 to January 31, 2013. Prices may be lowered as part of a clearance.

MACY’S WEEK OF WONDERFUL
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

value added tax (VAT) there had been some 
anxiety as to whether the tax measure 
would have impacted the initiative.

“I think citizens have now been assured 
that VAT was not imposed on the program, 
so I think next year we will be able to be in 
a better position to judge how effective the 
program has been,” he said.

Several businesses and financial institu-
tions have invested in the stimulus program 
with consumers also enjoying reductions in 
the price of several building materials. They 
also benefit from the lack of stamp duty on 
loans for residential and commercial mort-
gages.

Anthony told legislators he is hopeful 
that other businesses would follow suit and 
adopt the construction stimulus program.

The construction stimulus program was 
introduced in August and is for an 18 
months.

The government said it had invested 
EC$45 million into the program, which is 
being touted as a “once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity for citizens to become first time 
home owners and business people seeking 

to expand.”

Trinidad
Police have charged former Trinidad and 

Tobago Junior National Security Minister 
Colin Partap with refusing 
to submit to a breathalyzer 
test in August this year.

The charge was laid fol-
lowing instructions from 
the Director of Public Prosecutions (DDP) 
Roger Gaspard.

Partap was asked to pull aside by police 
after leaving a popular Port of Spain night-
club and to submit to a breathalyzer test.

Police said he initially refused and was 
taken to the Belmont Police Station.

Acting Police Commissioner Stephen Wil-
liams arrived at the station sometime after 
and advised Partap to undergo the test.

Williams said Partap will appear before 
a Magistrate in the Port of Spain Court on 
Jan. 27, 2013. 

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessa 
later fired Partap from his ministerial post.

Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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GET MORE 4G LTE COVERAGE THAN ALL OTHER NETWORKS COMBINED.

A BBBBBBBBBBB

All phones require a new 2-yr. activation. While supplies last.

Unlimited TALK
Unlimited TEXT
Shareable DATA on up to 10 devices

SHARE MORE OF  
 

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE. 
Show off your new hobbies with Pinterest and  
shareable data on America’s Largest 4G LTE Network.

Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line. Unlimited calling for directly dialed, live calls between individuals. 
Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE 
is available in more than 400 markets in the U.S. Intuition and Spectrum are trademarks of LG Electronics, Inc. © 2012 Verizon Wireless.  F7435

A. Intuition™ by LG
Android™ smartphone with  
tablet productivity

$9999
$149.99 2-yr.price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

B. Spectrum™ 2 by LG
Break free with  
wireless charging

$4999
$99.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.
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To The Editor:
It is not an easy task sustain-

ing the YuGaCuRe program from 
a distance, but where there is a 
will, there is a way. 

Our will, coupled with mod-
ern-day technology have made 
monitoring the program from 
a distance possible. The Chil-
dren from Sandy Bay, (the 
northeastern side of the island of 
St.Vincent) and some in the cen-
tral part of the island have per-
formed at several venues with the 
assistance of the Garifuna Herit-
age Foundation and the Culture 
Department of St.Vincent and 
the Grenadines. Team Leader 
Kelvin May has been dedicating 
his time to accompany the chil-
dren to their performances.

The children from Barroual-
lie, Layou and surrounding areas 
on the western side of the island, 
have performed at the Interna-
tional Book Fair in Kingstown, 
the capital in October. They, like 
the children in Sandy Bay, con-
tinue to grow culturally and to 
help spread the Garifuna culture 
around St.Vincent. 

What makes this spectacular 
is that most of the performers 
in the Barrouallie group are new 
participants of the workshop. 
They did not attend the 2011 
workshop. After their perform-
ance at the International Book 
Fair, they were featured The Vin-
centian newspaper and members 
of the audience commented that 
they experienced goose bumps 
when watching the children per-
form. 

Under the watchful eyes of 
team leader Alexia Charles they 
gathered at the community 
center in Barrouallie to practice 
regularly.

Despite her busy schedule, 
Miss Charles,  the Barrouallie 
town clerk (the equivalent of the 
mayor) set aside time to coordi-
nate and chaperone the children. 
The parents of these children 
should also be commended for 
making sure they showed up for 
practice sessions and for the per-
formance.

Miss Charles videotaped the 
first practice session on her son’s 
cell-phone and asked him to 
place the video on YouTube so 
James Lovell, Erica and I could 
review it. The quality was very 
poor and the music was barely 
audible; but the important thing 
was that they tried to keep us 
informed. 

The following day, we decided 
to FedEx them a video camera 
so they could produce a better 
video. Funds are being raised to 
supply the Sandy Bay children 
with a video camera as well. 
Both children were sent Christ-
mas decorations with which to 
deck the stages during their per-
formances for the Nine Morn-
ings celebrations. 

Nine Mornings are a very 
important and festive early-
morning events which take place 
at the breakmof dawn for nine 
consecutive days before Christ-
mas. For the last three weeks 
the children have been taping 
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OP-EDS

By Wellington C. Ramos 
Thirty-five years ago, when 

I first came to New York City,  
things were much better than 
today. I paid 50 cents for a 
ride on the trains and buses. 
Over the years, the fare has 
increased to $2.50 and things 
have gotten worse. 

During rush hour, trains 
and buses are always over-
crowded, with passengers 
pushing each  other packing 
themselves like sardines in a  
can.  Even knowing that there 
is no more space for peo-
ple to move, bus drivers will 
encourage them to move fur-
ther up into the buses,  and 
this gets them more aggravat-
ed. Some people who ride the 
buses and trains smell, and 
the closer you are to them the 
more disgusted and angry you 
become. 

Many times on the trains, 
you will encounter people sit-
ting on the seats who are 
homeless with all their per-
sonal luggage beside them 
and a majority of them are not 
clean. Unknown to the MTA 
and the passengers but the 
authorities have no program 
in place to keep these trains 
clean. There is an announce-
ment telling the passengers 
that soliciting money on the 
trains and buses is illegal but 
everyday on these trains and 
buses you have people still 
panhandling  while the MTA 
turns a blind eye to them. 
Whenever you stand on the 
platform to wait for a train 
and you look on the tracks, 
you can see a lot of dirt on 
most of them and huge rats 
running all over the place. 

The MTA have these beauti-
ful signs posted in their trains 
and buses telling the passen-
gers how much efforts they 

have been making over the 
years to improve the quality 
of service for their customers 
but the reality they face daily 
is completely different. Peo-
ple ride the trains and buses 
because they cannot afford 
to own a vehicle and drive 
to work everyday. A major-
ity of these people are poor 
and hard working trying to 
earn money to take care of 
their families and themselves. 
I wonder if the people who sit 
on the MTA Board ride these 
trains and buses everyday to 
experience what most people 
go through daily?

Last year, the MTA made 
about $120 million in total 
revenue. Revenues from train 
and bus tolls were listed at 
$62,499.00.  In addition, they 
will be receiving about $399 
million this year from the 
federal government. But it 
has accumulated $31 billion 
in debt over the years; and 
because of this debt, they 
continue to raise fares, even 
though they know that fare 
increases will not generate 
enough money to pay off their 
debt. 

The MTA also spends a sig-
nificant amount on building 
new subway stations, rather 
than maintaining the exist-
ing ones. They have been 
investing funds in improving 

their assets, but that did not 
offset their debt. Most people 
who ride the trains must use 
restrooms and almost all of 
these subway stations do not 
have public restrooms. Maybe, 
if the MTA would establish 
supervised public restrooms 
in some of their stations for  a 
fee.  This would provide addi-
tional revenues for the organ-
ization.  Something is wrong 
somewhere with the way this 
organization is being man-
aged and we need to appoint 
a commission to investigate 
how the MTA has been spend-
ing money over the years. 

Such a commission may 
find out about waste, mis-
use of public funds and other 
financial irregularities which 
may have caused the MTA to 
be in its current state. People 
do not mind paying more, as 
long as they are convinced  
that they are getting their 
money’s worth. 

At the rate we are going, 
people are asked to keep pay-
ing more when they have to 
put up with all these incon-
veniences while riding the 
subways and the buses in New 
York City. The tolls and bridg-
es are also part of the MTA 
and their fees are also going 
up constantly. With the price 
of parking tickets constantly 
rising in New York City,  more 
people might prefer to ride 
the trains and buses instead 
of driving to work. If we do 
not investigate what the MTA 
has been doing with the funds 
they have been raking in over 
the years, we are going to 
continue witnessing on-going 
increases in fares for trains, 
buses and tolls with no end 
in sight,  while the quality 
of service continues to dete-
riorate.

During rush 
hour, trains and 

buses are always 
overcrowded, with 
passengers pushing 
each  other packing 

themselves like 
sardines in a  can.

Call for an inquiry into 
the New York City Transit

Sense of pride in the 
Garifuna children

Continued on page 12
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By Les Slater
Some moneyed folk, who believe 

that with their affluence  should 
come influence to control what 
type of government this country 
gets, seem now to be playing the 
percentages. Having seen the 2012 
election produce results that weren’t 
the least flattering to them and the 
mega-bucks campaigns they funded, 
the high rollers who made of the 
recent election a cash-ugly abomina-
tion have  immediately resorted to 
another option for skinning this cat.  
A ramping up of the assault on the 
working class that was evident in this 
year’s political slugfest now looks to 
become even more aggressive, with 
the declared intentions of big-money 
conservative backers to throw sup-
port behind so-called right-to-work 
agendas across the country. 

Hardly would anyone be fooled 
about  the objective in these maneu-
vers, never mind the lip service paid 
by big-money backers of right-to-
work legislation, that it’s all about 
standing with the working masses. 
No kidding! Labor union coffers and, 
even more significantly, labor union 
ground troops were so effective in 
check-mating the Republican/
Tea Party money trough’s reach in 
November,  neutralizing such union 

power  going forward is primarily 
what’s at stake here. With truckloads 
of cash in targeted electoral contests 
having failed to alter  the national 
power equation in their favor, the 
view from the right is that blunt-
ing the manpower and organizing 
strength of the working class is a 
battle that must be joined . 

This  brazen union busting binge 
on which well endowed background 
power players on the right  have 
embarked has about it an anachro-
nistic feel, defying the reality of its 
being a 2012 happening. The very 
idea that big-daddy financiers and 
those they support could willy-nilly 
think to retreat to the dark ages of 
organized labor being demonized 
as the enemy of industry, is indica-
tive of an elevated arrogance late-
ly inhabiting certain of the right-
leaning power elite. Equally surreal, 
elected officials, including gover-
nors, zealously out front in advocat-
ing a pullback of employees’ rights. 
We’ve definitely arrived at a new, 
very concerning plateau when roll-
ing back established norms of work-
place fairness is so robustly and una-
bashedly championed by elements of 
the political directorate.

 An appetite in high places for 
plotting a reactionary course, walk-

ing back hard-won respect in the 
working class ranks, of course flies 
in the face of the overall message of 
last month’s vote. Fat cats lording 
it over the little guy, perhaps most 
graphically symbolized by Mitt Rom-
ney’s celebrated “47 percent” diss of 
the hoi polloi, had its rude awaken-
ing both in the presidential race and 
elsewhere that the Republican/con-
servative sector had hoped  to stand 
tall and impregnable.  Four years of 
drawing board strategizing to make 
Barack Obama a one-termer had 
ended with nothing to show Election 
night. But far from any acceptance 
of a playing field different than they 
continue to envision, the triumph 
of the other side only summoned 
among the shell-shocked lot a deter-
mination to delegitimize whatever 
ingeniously coalesced forces had 
produced the outcome.

That might-is-right combat-
iveness gets a boost when states 
like Michigan, recently, and ear-
lier Wisconsin enact right-to-work 

laws. When states with the proud 
workplace traditions of those two 
fall under the knife of Republican 
controlled legislatures and Republi-
can governors to suddenly become 
unrecognizable parodies of what 
they stood for, the message is unset-
tling  for sure. It only exacerbates 
anxieties that the avowed anti-union 
behavior of a Scott Walker,  Wiscon-
sin’s governor, receives a stamp of 
approval, seemingly, in his defeat of a 
recall vote, big bucks from the right 
again playing large in that battle.  

We dare not forget, as these influ-
ence buying episodes roll on non-
stop, the role played by the nation’s 
highest court in facilitating this. 
Sanctioning the easy, unlimited 
flow of soft money into political 
campaigns was definitely not one 
of the current court’s high points. 
The infamous Citizens United deci-
sion stands  as perhaps the sin-
gle action that gave license to the 
American political process becom-
ing more of a messy embarrassment  
than it was. What’s the story on 
“settled law” anyway? If, during the 
president’s new term, an opportu-
nity arises for him to make a high 
court appointment that changes the 
court’s  rightward tilt, dare we sup-
pose that the days of Citizens United 

will thereupon be numbered? 
The juggernaut attack being 

mounted against organized labor  
is demonstrating rather vividly 
the collateral damage capacity of 
unchecked infusion of big money 
in campaigns. Their ability to spend 
ad nauseam now legally affirmed, 
the right wants to stop not just 
at outspending the opposition to a 
point of silliness, but to ensure that 
where opposition comes in the form 
of organized labor’s resources, it is 
disabled or severely compromised. 
Big spenders backing SuperPAC’s 
on the right are all revved up about 
moving against unions, one of the 
other side’s most powerful SuperPAC 
threats, because it potentially means 
a clear, unobstructed shot at the 
spoils of battle.

None of which sounds like it 
belongs in a coda to the election of 
2012 – an election in which agents 
of a rash of raunchy conduct  on the 
right were brought to account. But 
clearly the situation in the trenches 
mirrors what we’ve come to expect 
when anointed leaders get to joust-
ing in more supposedly decorous 
spaces. We’ve come to expect that for 
one side, ceding ground comes hard, 
if at all. The battleground requires a 
commensurate hardness.

No let-up in efforts to buy influence
Viewpoint

By Les Slater
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FREE
Pick-UP & DELIVERY

FREE
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK OUR CLIENTS

FREE
CONSULTATION FOR OUR CLIENTS

FREE
FAXES & COPIES FOR OUR CLIENTS

I t’s finally happened. We’ve outgrown our offices 
and found a shiny new space in Brooklyn.

WE’RE MOVING!

Effective January 7, 2013, Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union
will be in our new location.

Come in and apply for a loan, open a new account or just say hello!
Our new location will allow us to serve you better, with convenient 
access and attractive new surroundings for all our financial needs.

Thank you for your loyalty and support!

www.brfcu.org

BAY RIDGE
F E D E R A L

Come see us in our NEW “HOME.”
OUR NEW ADDRESS:

1750 86th Street    Brooklyn, NY 11214
OUR PHONE NUMBER REMAINS THE SAME:

Phone (718) 680-2121    Fax (718) 680-9888

their practice sessions and putting them on 
YouTube for us to review and offer feedback. 
Over this time we communicated with the 
children via phone, email and Facebook and 
I reached out to several parents to thank 
them for their dedication and support in 
making the program and the performances 
necessary.

The events culminate in a big performance 
as the children took to the stage and perform 
with such passion at the recreational park in 
the center of Barrouallie. The events begin 
with the singing of the St.Vincent and the 
Grenadines national anthem in Garifuna, 
followed by various Garifuna dance and 
musical routines. 

After only one four-week workshop, the 
children are able to performing without 
the guidance of a choreographer or musi-
cal director. They were the highlight of the 
night and the announcer had to call them 
back onstage twice because the crowd could 
not get enough. 

They have many miles to travel on their 
cultural journey, but I think they are right 
on track. 

YeuGaCuRe congratulates the children 
and young people of Yurumein (St.Vincent 
and the Grenadines) for their vigor, determi-
nation and cultural pride. 

To the children, I say: You make us proud 
and our ancestors are pleased with your 
fight to keep our culture alive. 

Trish St.Hill
For the Garifuna Heritage Foundation

Continued from page 10

LETTERS

By Geneive Brown Metzger
Much is being touted about 

the vital role of the Jamaican 
diaspora in the development 
of the country beyond the 
massive remittance flows, for 
which the diaspora is respon-
sible. The heated debate about 
Jamaica’s debt strategy with 
the IMF aside, I wanted to hear 
from a top financial expert 
about the country’s ability to 
ride out the global financial 
crisis. Who better to consult 
than Carl Ross, PhD, and man-
aging Director, Oppenheimer. 
In the past, Dr. Ross has helped 
arrange international bond 
issues for the govt of Jamaica 
and he shared with me his 
hope for Jamaica’s future and 
the role of the diaspora.

QUESTION: We are in a glo-
bal financial crisis; however, it 
is said that Jamaica, as chal-
lenged as the country is, is in a 
better state of affairs than sev-
eral major European nations. 
What are some of the positive 
indicators in Jamaica’s econo-
my that give hope for riding out 
this global crisis?

ANSWER: From the point 
of view of financial market 
investors, Jamaica has a few 
redeeming qualities that give 
hope that the country will ride 
out the crisis. First, there is 
a broad social consensus in 
foreign exchange stability and 
honoring external obligations. 
This has prevented capital 
flight, market panic, and social 
instability that we have seen 
in some countries in Europe. 
Second, the debt amortization 
profile looks fairly benign, with 
the next major external bond 
amortization not due until 
2014. Thus, there is no loom-
ing maturity to excessively 
worry investors. Moreover, the 
government has been able to 
roll over domestic debt maturi-
ties and fund itself with relative 
ease in the local bond

market. Finally, the govern-
ment has shown willingness to 
work with the IMF on a new 
program that will focus on pol-
icies to reinvigorate economic 
growth.

Q: How does Jamaica com-
pare with other nations in the 

region, such as Belize?
A: Jamaica suffers from many 

of the same ills that are affect-
ing the Caribbean region— 
namely, low growth and high 
debt. However, Jamaica has 
shown remarkable resilience in 
maintaining payments on its 
external indebtedness, despite 
painful conditions at home. 
The population (represented by 
its policymakers) seems to feel 
a very strong moral obligation 
to honor its debt obligations. 
Market participants call this 
having a strong “willingness 
to pay”. This stands in con-
trast to some other countries 
in the region, such as Belize in 
the Caribbean, or Ecuador and 
Argentina in the Latin Ameri-
can region. These countries 
have restructured their debts 
in the past, in order to try to 
avoid difficult adjustment pro-
grams.

Q: What role might the 
Jamaican diaspora play in 
strengthening Jamaica’s econ-
omy and is the bond market a 
good investment for Jamaicans 
abroad?

A: The diaspora has a strong 
role to play in strengthening 
Jamaica’s economy. It already 
provides a crucial role in terms 
of remittance flows to rela-
tives in Jamaica. Beyond that, 
Jamaicans living abroad are 
better equipped than most to: 
a) assess business opportuni-
ties in Jamaica; b) figure out 
how industrial and business 
processes learned abroad could 
be applied in Jamaica; and c) 
harness the resources to take 
advantage of the opportuni-
ties. Thus, it is somewhat sur-
prising that we have not seen 
more business investment dol-
lars from the diaspora moving 
into Jamaica. As for the Jamai-
can bond market being a good 
investment for the diaspora, 
that would depend on the yields 
offered and the

available alternatives, but 
again, diaspora investors may 
be better equipped to assess 
the risk-reward profile of such 
financial investments than 
others.

Q: Name a few of the best 

Carl Ross on Jamaica’s debt strategy
-- The role of expatriates in homeland development 

Continued on page 16
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
www.kellerchirony.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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PREMIUM #2 FUEL
FULL SERVICE
PROMPT DELIVERY
VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

718–647–1400

SUPER DISCOUNT HEATING OIL

EMAIL: JOHNNYOIL@AOL.COM

Got Oil?

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

$20 
OFF

1 per delivery 1 per delivery 1 per delivery

718–647–1400 718–647–1400 718–647–1400

Give Us A Call

WE WILL BEAT 
ANY CURRENTLY 

ADVERTISED PRICE
ABSOLUTE 

LOWEST PRICES!

Family Dental Care

Dr. Michael Entin
(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave P)   718-758-2301

Teeth WhiteningFREE
Medicaid & Most 
Dental Insurances

Accepted
Most Major Credit
Cards Accepted

 Have you been injured?
 Have you been discriminated against at work?
 Have you been falsely arrested 

   or a victim of police brutality?
 Have you been arrested? 

Call today to get the money you deserve. 
Calls personally taken 24/7

Law Office of   John A. Scola, PLLC

(212) 537–0598  | www.johnscolalaw.com

The Leon and Norma Hess 
Center for Science and Medicine 
at Mount Sinai officially opened 
Thursday, Dec. 13 housing signifi-
cant areas of six of Mount Sinai’s 
most influential institutes focus-
ing on brain, cancer, heart, chil-
dren’s health, genomics and imag-
ing. 

With a half-million square feet 
of space, the Hess Center increas-
es the medical center’s research 
capacity by nearly 30 percent and 
is designed to facilitate real-time 
collaboration between physicians, 
investigators, and specialists from 
across disciplines. 

To capture the forward move-
ment of the institution, Mount 
Sinai has also revealed a new 
brand to coincide with the open-
ing of the new building.  The new 
logo is derived from the historic 
Mount Sinai Mountain range and 
the intersection lines represent 
the connection between physi-
cians, scientists, patients and stu-
dents and the members of the 
Mount Sinai community.

“The Hess Center will serve as 
the focal point of Mount Sinai’s 
research and clinical programs,” 
said Kenneth L. Davis, MD, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of 

The Mount Sinai Medical Center. 
“The combination of world-class 
faculty and state-of-the-art equip-
ment and facilities will expand our 
ability to understand and treat the 
most challenging medical prob-

lems in areas such as cancer, heart 
disease, and brain and nervous 
system disorders.”

Ranked #14 among hospitals 
and among the top 20 medical 
schools in the nation, the new 

Hess Center will house both clini-
cal and research facilities of The 
Tisch Cancer Institute, as well 
as laboratories for The Friedman 
Brain Institute, the Cardiovascu-
lar Research Institute, the Icahn 
Institute for Genomics and Multi-
scale Biology, and the Translation-
al and Molecular Imaging Insti-
tute.  By expanding Mount Sinai’s 
research footprint, the Hess Cent-
er is expected to draw more than 
$350 million in National Institutes 
of Health funding over its first five 
years.

“Mount Sinai is a magnet for 
world-class researchers making 
critical contributions toward the 
understanding of the cause of 
human disease,” said Dennis S. 
Charney, MD, the Anne and Joel 
Ehrenkranz Dean of the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
and executive vice president for 
academic affairs, Mount Sinai 
Medical Center.  “The new build-
ing literally brings these great 
minds together in a shared space 
where they can easily brainstorm 
and collaborate on new ideas. We 
designed the building to foster 
communication, because new 
findings can come from unex-
pected directions.”

In the new building, clini-
cal space for cancer patients 
has expanded to 50,000 square 
feet.  A centralized space com-
bining examination and consulta-
tion rooms, with easy access to 
a chemotherapy suite, enhances 
multi-disciplinary care and com-
fort for patients.  Laboratory space 
incorporates flexible design to 
host promising areas of research 
as they emerge. To foster collabo-
ration, the Hess Center’s six full 
floors of laboratory space are con-
nected to two floors of outpatient 
clinical space. An open staircase 
connects all research floors, with 
shared white boards spanning the 
walls of each landing.

“Cancer today is all about 
translation: the ability to go from 
bench to bedside and back again 
is truly extraordinary,” said Ste-
ven Burakoff, MD and director of 
The Tisch Cancer Institute. “Our 
clinical setup provides multi-dis-
ciplinary care right in the build-
ing: radiation, infusion, imaging, 
and genomics will be there. We 
can share ideas with the cardio-
vascular institute, imaging, neu-
roscience, genomics and child 
health – and be near the patients. 
This is spectacular.”

New Mount Sinai Center for Science and Medicine

Pictured Left to right are New York State Senator Liz Kreuger; New 
York State Assemblyman Robert Rodriguez; Wayne E. Keathley, 
President and Chief Operating Offi cer, Mount Sinai; Kenneth L. Da-
vis, MD, President and Chief Executive Offi cer, Mount Sinai; Peter 
W. May, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Mount Sinai; Dennis S. Char-
ney, MD, Anne and Joel Ehrenkranz Dean, Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine; Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, Mount 
Sinai; New York State Assemblyman Richard Gottfried; Chairman 
of Community Board 11 Matthew S. Washington. 
 Photo courtesy of Ben Gancsos Photography
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NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Serving the Caribbean 
Community for Over 25 Years

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568

To The Editor:
The Citizens Commission 

on Human Rights (CCHR), 
a mental health watchdog, is 
calling for a federal investi-
gation into the link between 
psychiatric drug use, school 
shootings and other acts of 
senseless violence, calling 
the investigation long over-
due, and citing the support-
ing evidence.

On Dec. 17, the Los Ange-
les Times article, “Adam Lan-
za’s family had kept a watch-
ful eye on him,” cited sourc-
es who say Lanza had been 
‘medicated’ as early as age 
10. WFSB Eyewitness News, 
a Connecticut CBS affiliate, 
reported on Dec. 19th in the 
article, “Adam Lanza under-
went psych evaluations in 
years past,” that Adam Lanza 
“had some disorders” and 
Eyewitness News learned 
that Lanza “did undergo 
some sort of psychiatric eval-
uation sometime within the 
past few years.”

The questions that need to 
be answered are what “med-
ications” was Adam Lanza 
prescribed, when was he pre-
scribed them, and for how 
long.

The importance of 
answering these questions, 
as well as the need to launch 
a federal investigation into 
psychiatric drugs prompting 
acts of violence, are based on 
the following:

CCHR’s website docu-
ments that at least fourteen 
school shootings were com-
mitted by those taking or 
withdrawing from psychiat-
ric drugs resulting in 109 
wounded and 58 killed. This 
list comprises only those 
cases where information 
about the shooter’s psychi-
atric drug use has been dis-
closed, which is often not the 
case. For example, accord-
ing to CNN’s article on July 
12, 2012, “Who is Dr. Lynne 
Fenton?”James Holmes, the 

suspected perpetrator of 
the Aurora, Colorado movie 
theater shooting, was con-
firmed to have been under 
the care of psychiatrist Lynne 
Fenton, yet no mention has 
been made of what psychiat-
ric drugs he may have been 
prescribed.

More than 11,000 adverse 
reaction reports are on file 
with the US FDA between 
2004 to 2011. These reports 
include 300 cases of homi-
cide, nearly 3,000 cases of 
mania and over 7,000 cases 
of aggression. By the FDA’s 
own admission, only 1-10% 
of side effects are ever report-
ed to the FDA, so the actual 
number of side effects occur-
ring are most certainly high-
er.

CCHR’s site also docu-
ments that 22 international 
drug regulatory warnings 
have been issued on psychi-
atric drugs citing effects of 
mania, hostility, violence 
and even homicidal ideation. 
Dozens of high profile shoot-
ings/killings have been com-
mitted by teenagers under 
the influence of psychiatric 
drugs, and there has yet to 
be a federal investigation on 
the link between psychiatric 
drugs and acts of senseless 
violence.

More than a decade ago, 
a few insightful lawmakers 
in New York were concerned 
enough about the link 
between psychiatric drugs 
and acts of violence, that they 
introduced groundbreaking 
legislation: New York Sen-
ate Bill 1784, introduced in 
2001 by then Senator Owen 
H. Johnson, would have 
required law enforcement 
agencies in New York to col-
lect data on certain violent 
crimes and what, if any, psy-
chiatric drugs the offender 
may have been on during the 

commission of the crime.
The bill’s authors had 

done their homework and 
based the need for the leg-
islation on research “which 
has been published in peer 
reviewed publications such 
as the American Journal of 
Psychiatry, the Journal of 
the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psy-
chiatry and the Journal of 
Forensic Science, has shown, 
among other things that: 
certain drugs can induce 
mania, some patients on 
psychotropic drugs have an 
increase in suicidal thoughts 
and/or violent behavior, self-
injurious ideation or behav-
ior is intensified, users of 
certain drugs can become 
aggressive or suffer hallu-
cinations and/or suicidal 
thoughts and certain drugs 
can produce an acute psy-
chotic reaction.” Although 
this bill did not make it out 
of committee, no part of the 
information provided in it, 
or the call for swift action, 
has changed. If anything, 
these legislators were ahead 
of their time. But with more 
than a decade of increasing 
violent acts associated with 
psychiatric drugs, there 
is no better time to take 
action.

Lawmakers must address 
that the supporting data on 
psychiatric drugs and vio-
lence already exists and, to 
date, has been ignored.

Read the full article here.
CCHR is a non-profit, 

non-political, non-religious 
mental health watchdog. Its 
mission is to eradicate abuses 
committed under the guise 
of mental health and enact 
patient and consumer pro-
tections. CCHR has helped 
to enact more than 150 laws 
protecting individuals from 
abusive or coercive mental 
health practices.

 (PRWEB) -- Los Angeles, 
California. 

OP-EDS

Psychiatric drugs and violence

bond investments in the 
Jamaican market?

A: Without commenting on 
the relative merits or recom-
mending any specific securi-
ties, bond investments avail-
able in Jamaica range from 
pure government bonds in US 
dollars across the maturity 
spectrum (from 2015 matu-

rity to 2039 maturity), bonds 
from quasi-government agen-
cies such as Clarendon Alu-
mina (CAPJAM), Air Jamai-
ca, and the National Road 
Operating and Construction 
Company (NROCC), as well 
as bonds from strong private 
sector issuers such as Digicel 
and Jamaica Public Service. 
Thus, there is no shortage 
of investment options in this 
space.

Dr. Geneive Brown 

Metzger is Jamaica’s 8th 
Consul General to New York 
and a marketing and public 
relations expert. Described 
as a diaspora innovator, she 
served on a U.S. State Depart-
ment Think Tank on diaspora 
affairs and currently blogs 
for the State Department’s 
diapora initiative, Interna-
tional Diaspora Engagement 
Alliance (IdEA), website. She 
can be reached at gbamarket-
ing@optonline.net

Continued from Page 12

Carl Ross

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD,  

HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS,  

MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane,  

Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal,  

Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn  

Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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89-56 165TH STREET JAMAICA QUEENS 11432
TEL: 1-718-291-1333 TEL: 1-718-282-1557 TOLL FREE: 1-877-852-6878

Cross Street For Queens (Bet. Jamaica and 89th Ave.) Cross Street For Brooklyn (Bet. Nostrand and Rogers Ave.)
BROOKLYNQUEENS

VISIT OUR 2 STORES TODAY

FREE
RECLINER WITH 
THE PURCHASE OF 
ANY 50” + TV

FREE
ACCESSORIES
PLUS GREAT 
SAVING

UN55EH6000

SAMSUNG 55” LED 1080P HDTV

REG $1,599.95 MTHLY $59.80
PROMO: $1,199.95

SAVE
$400

HDTV

DTSG8AA001

ACER DESKTOP COMPUTER (4GB DDR, 500 GB HD)
V7 19” LED MONITOR, DESKTOP WEBCAM

REG $699.95 MTHLY $22.45
PROMO: $449.95

A
VSAVE

$250

0% INTEREST 
5% DOWN 10% OFF*

SAME DAY 
DELIVERY

PRODUCTS 
IN STOCK.
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ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

By Vinette K. Pryce
Grenada is closing out 

2012 with additional golden 
treasures to add to their 
Olympic treasure trove har-
vested in sports and tour-
ism.

Recently the acclaimed 
Spice Island was listed 
among The Best of the World 
destinations to visit in 2013. 
On any scale of measure, 
Grenada gets a gold rating 
for achieving that distin-
guishing acknowledgement 
and mention in the tourism 
industry.

Named by National Geo-
graphic Traveler, as one 
of next year’s 20 Must See 
Places to visit, the Decem-
ber to January issue claims 
the capital St. Georges “one 
of the prettiest towns in the 
Caribbean.”

It also lists Grenada’s tra-
ditional, weekly “Fish Fri-
day” festival in Gouyave; 
spices present in products 
made at attractions such 
as Belmont Estate and the 
Grenada Chocolate Fac-
tory, nature from Mount 

Hartman to the mangrove-
fringed coastlines and coral 
reefs offshore as some of 
the reasons for the island’s 
inclusion on the prestigious 
list. 

Also glistening with 
approval from the publica-
tion and their readers is the 
10th Gold medal win at the 
Chelsea Flower Show.

 Grenada is celebrating 
a banner year of golden 
gains.

 “We are extremely hon-
ored to receive these coveted 
tributes from such respect-
ed outlets as Scuba Diving, 
National Geographic and 
National Geographic Trave-
ler magazines and from the 
Royal Horticulture Society,” 
Dr. George Vincent, minis-
ter of Tourism, Civil Avia-
tion and Culture said.

 “Grenada is continuous-
ly striving to preserve and 
improve upon its distinctive 
tourism product both above 
and below the water, and 
these ongoing designations 
are a testament to the suc-
cess of our efforts.”  

In January, 2012 Gre-
nada was cited for having 
both the “Best Wreck Div-
ing” and the “Best Advanced 
Diving” in the Caribbean/
Atlantic region.

Scuba Diving Magazine 
in its 2012 Reader’s Choice 
Awards which appeared in 
the January/February 2012 
issue bestowed that honor.

The article stated that, 
“Grenada should be high on 
any wreck lover’s list,” not-
ing the Shakem as a pop-
ular wreck with advanced 
divers and the Bianca C. 
as the island’s premiere 
wreck.  The muscular cur-
rents, fast-moving reef 
drifts, blue-water descents 
and fish-swarmed pinnacles 
and sunken vessels just off-
shore are listed as among 
the many reasons for divers 
to explore the island.

In March, 2012, a spe-
cial edition of National 
Geographic Magazine fea-
tured Grenada’s Underwater 
Sculpture Park as one of 
the “Wonders of the World 
– Earth’s Most Awesome 

Places.”
The Park, which is a 

main tourist attraction, is 
located two miles north 
of St. George’s at Molinere 
Bay and features sculptures 
by renowned artist Jason 
deCaires Taylor. 

Compiling photographs 
in the categories of air, 
earth and sea, Grenada’s 
underwater statues joins 
the Great Barrier Reef in 
Australia and Machu Pic-
chu, Peru as unique places 
to visit. 

In May, the Grenada 
exhibit at the Royal Hor-
ticultural Society’s Chelsea 
Flower Show 2012, won a 
gold medal, the tenth to be 
awarded to Suzanne Gay-
wood MBE and the Spice 
Island’s Pavilion.

Named “Tropical Para-
dise,” the exhibit was com-
prised of heliconias, gingers, 
musas, anthuriums, orchids 
and other rainforest plants 
adorning a rustic circular 
pavilion in an exuding of 
color and scent that pro-
vided an authentic taste of 

Grenada.
Perhaps, the gold win-

ning gain that garnered the 
most attention was when the 
island was recognized for its 
star athlete Kirani James. 
James gained the nation’s 
first Olympic gold medal 
winning the Men’s 400m 
race at the 2012 Olympic 

Games in London. He also 
took home the pride of the 
island when he displayed 
sportsman-like behavior 
towards a South African, 
fellow competitor. He was 
lauded for those achieve-
ments by being named a 
tourism ambassador for the 
nation. 

Grenada mines gold in 2012

The 200-year-old Dougaldston Estate in Gouyave, 
Grenada, is shown March 2, 2001. Away from the lap of 
the turquoise waters lies a lush interior of green moun-
tains, wooden houses, waterfalls and dense nutmeg-
scented forests, which give Grenada its nickname of  
Spice Island.‚ AP Photo/Lynne Sladky
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State University of New York

Brooklyn Educational 
Opportunity Center

Administered by the New York 
City College of Technology 
(CUNY)

Contact BEOC 
at 

718-802-3330 

or 

admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street

Brooklyn, New York 11201
(entrance on Boerum Place)

ADMINISTERED BY NYCCT

Passed Part of the GED? 
BEOC Can Help.

Programs Available 
For Those With GED Or 
High School Diploma:

 Medical Assisting

 Medical e-Records

 Hospitality Management

 College Prep

GED Preparation 
Makes The Difference!
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(StatePoint) If you’re like 
many Americans, you may think 
of methamphetamine, or meth, 
as just a subject of television dra-
mas. But what you may not real-
ize is that the increasing use of 
this illegal and highly dangerous 
drug could be hurting your own 
community.

According to the National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), meth use is on the rise 
-- 439,000 Americans ages 12 and 
older abused the drug in 2011.

Aside from obvious health 
risks, long-term use of the drug 
can lead to aggressive behavior, 
violent crime and domestic dis-
putes. And making meth involves 
mixing unstable materials lead-
ing to fires, explosions and the 
creation of toxic chemicals.

These concerns, along with 
the cost of addiction, drug treat-
ment and hazardous waste clean-
up, are putting undue economic 
strain on communities as well as 
on federal, state and local gov-
ernments.

But luckily, there are steps 
everyone can take to help 
make their communities safer 
and decrease drug-related 
incidents.

Treat Congestion 
Differently

If you suffer from colds or aller-
gies, you have probably noticed 
the effects of the 2005 Com-
bat Methamphetamine Epidemic 
Act, which limited the amount 
of pseudoephedrine (PSE) prod-
ucts you can buy and moved 
them behind pharmacy counters. 
Now, thanks to new technologies 
emerging in the fight against 
meth, cold and allergy sufferers 
will soon be able to purchase 
medicine designed to help make 
communities safer.

For example, Acura Phar-
maceuticals, a company whose 
sole focus is to improve medi-
cines with unique technologies 
to address abuse and misuse, is 
launching Nexafed 30mg pseu-
doephedrine HCl tablets. Nex-
afed, which is as effective as lead-
ing PSE products at providing 
nasal congestion relief, has the 
added benefit of patent-pending 
Impede technology, a proprie-
tary mixture of inactive ingre-
dients that disrupts the ability 

to extract and convert PSE into 
methamphetamine.

Opting for such a medication 
over many traditional PSE treat-
ments is one big step to limit 
the availability of a crucial meth 
ingredient locally. More informa-
tion is available at www.acurap-
harm.com.

Check Your Medicine 
Cabinet

Meth’s ease of availability 
stems in part from the fact that 
it can be made at home using 
PSE extracted from currently 
available decongestants, along 
with common household prod-
ucts. So when you’re cleaning 
out your medicine cabinet, do 
so carefully. Take your expired 
cold and flu medications, as well 
as prescription drugs, to your 
pharmacy or to a local take-back 
event. To learn more about these 
events, visit, www.takebacknet-
work.com.

Talk to Your Kids
Healthy decisions start at 

home. Have a dialogue with your 
children about the dangers of 
drug abuse. Encourage them 
to get involved in activities like 

sports and music, especially if 
your work day ends after school 
ends. Check in with them daily. 
Dinner around the table is an 
excellent opportunity for conver-
sation.

Even if dangerous drug abuse 

seems like a remote problem to 
you, the production, sale and use 
of methamphetamine has ramifi-
cations that hurt everyone. This 
is why experts are advising local 
communities to get involved in 
fighting back.

HEALTH

A pharmacist discusses medication use with a patient. 
 (c) Mangostock - Fotolia.com

Keeping communities safer with new medicines

EYE SERVICE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

Brooklyn’s “Clear Choice”  
for all your vision needs

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment

Diabetic Eye Screening & Treatment
Routine Eye Examinations for Children & Adults

PARK SLOPE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

11 Plaza St. West
Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-638-2020

EAST FLATBUSH/CROWN HEIGHTS
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

585 Schenectady Avenue
DMRI 2nd Fl.

Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-604-5000

VISIT US AT 
www.downstate-eye.com

www.kingsbrook.org

Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center

Holiday Loan Special
From November 29th until January 7th, 

you can borrow up to $1,500 for 12 

months at a fixed rate of 7% Annual Per-

centage Rate. Let your community credit 

union help make your holidays bright!

To learn more visit us online: www.

bethexfcu.org, call us at 718-299-9100, or 

stop by our Main Branch at 20 E. 179th 

Street, Bronx, NY 10453.

Bring this ad and we’ll waive the
$15 membership fee.
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Calvary Hospital an-
nounced that its 20th 
annual bereavement 
course will be available 
in Brooklyn for the fi rst 
time. Classes will take 
place at St. Joseph’s High 
School in Downtown ev-
ery Wednesday from Jan. 
9 to March 13, 2013. 

The course is de-
signed for those who 
work in the helping pro-
fessions (social workers, 
nurses, funeral direc-
tors, etc.) who may need 
to address bereavement 
and grief-related issues 
in their professional 
lives. (The course is 
not for bereaved family 
members.) 

The Hospital’s 10-week 
course is taught by vari-
ous specialists from Cal-
vary Hospital and from 
Calvary@Home (Home 
Care and Hospice). 

Upon completion, 
each participant will 
receive a Certifi cate of 
Attendance. Continu-
ing Education Credits 
for funeral directors is 
pending approval from 
the New York State De-
partment of Health: Bu-
reau of Funeral Direc-
tors and from the ANCC 
for Nurses. Fees are $225 
per person to attend all 
10 sessions; $200 each for 
two to four people reg-
istering from the same 
institution; and $175 

for fi ve or more people. 
People may also choose 
individual sessions for 
$50. Graduate students, 
who may take the entire 
10-week course for $50, 
must provide a copy of 
their student ID. 

To register for the 
entire course, or indi-
vidual sessions, go to 
www.calvaryhospital.
org to download a copy 
of the registration form. 
Completed forms must 
be received at Calvary by 
Thursday, Jan. 3. Please 
complete one form for 
each participant. Indi-
viduals can also register 
at the door. 

Calvary Hospital is 
the nation’s only fully ac-
credited acute care spe-
cialty hospital devoted 
exclusively to providing 
palliative care to adult 
advanced cancer pa-
tients. 

Bereavement courses 
at St. Joseph’s High 
School (80 Willoughby 
St.). Wednesdays, Jan. 9 
to March 13, from 6 to 8 
pm.

Checks should be 
made payable to Calvary 
Hospital. Please send all 
registrations and pay-
ment to: Dr. Sherry R. 
Schachter, Director Be-
reavement Services, Cal-
vary Hospital, 1740 East-
chester Rd., Bronx, New 
York 10461.

Calvary Hospital 
bereavement course 

January through March

(From left) Cathy Coughlin, RN, congratulates 
Andrew Abrams, RN, who received top honors, 
with Catherine Gallogly-Simon, RN.

Holiday cheer comes to 
New York Methodist Hospital

Firefi ghters from Lad-
der Company 122, Engine 
Company 220, and Ladder 
Company 105 joined Santa 
Claus to bring toys and a 
little holiday cheer to New 
York Methodist Hospital’s 
pediatrics patients on Dec. 
21. 

The fi refi ghters visited 
children in the hospital’s 
inpatient pediatric unit, pe-
diatric intensive care unit, 
pediatric emergency room, 
and pediatric outpatient 
clinic. “Fireman Santa” is 
a long-time yearly tradition 
at the medical center. Be-
tween Santa, his “helpers,” 
hospital staff, parents and, 
most importantly, the chil-
dren, there were plenty of 
smiles to go around. 

New York Method-

ist Hospital, a voluntary, 
acute-care teaching facility 
located in Brooklyn’s Park 

Slope, houses 651 inpatient 
beds (including bassinets) 

and provides services to 
more than 36,000 inpatients 
each year.  An additional 

300,000 outpatient visits 
and services are logged 

annually.  The hospital, 
founded in 1881, has under-
gone extensive renovation 
and modernization over the 
years. It offers Institutes 
in the following areas: Ad-
vanced and Minimally In-
vasive Surgery, Asthma 
and Lung Disease, Cancer 
Care, Cardiology and Car-
diac Surgery, Digestive and 
Liver Disorders, Diabetes 
and Other Endocrine Dis-
orders, Vascular Medicine 
and Surgery, Family Care, 
Neurosciences, Orthopedic 
Medicine and Surgery, and 
Women’s Health. New York 
Methodist Hospital is affi li-
ated with the Weill Cornell 
Medical College and is a 
member of the NewYork-
Presbyterian Healthcare 
System.

Santa and fi refi ghters visited New York Methodist Hospital’s youngest patients on Dec. 21.

Santa Claus visits a young patient at New York Meth-
odist Hospital. 

What would we do with-
out nurses? 

Five nurses from 
Downstate Long Island 
College Hospital were hon-
ored with the 2012 Butson 

Award for Clinical Excel-
lence and Compassion-
ate Nursing Practice: Sa-
die Jackson, RN (Renal 
Unit); Aurelia Gomez, RN 
(Oncology Unit); Andrew 

Abrams, RN (Emergency 
Department); Marilyn 
Reynolds, PCA (Oncology 
Unit); and Diane Simpson, 
RN (Emergency Depart-
ment). Andrew Abrams, 

RN, received top honors. 
The Thomas and Eliza-

beth Butson Awards were 
established 13 years ago 
by local resident, Eliza-
beth, in memory of her 
husband, Thomas, who 
received medical care at 
Long Island College Hos-
pital.

Nurses awarded for services
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• Health insurance coverage for children
and adults in New York State who qualify   

• Checkups with your own doctor
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital and emergency care
• Dental and vision care
• Speech and hearing services
• Behavioral health services
• More than 49,000 quality providers

Medicaid Managed Care is a New York State-sponsored
health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care. 

Medicaid Managed Care with Fidelis Care

Proof of age, income, and address necessary to enroll.

Quality Health Coverage

To find out if you are eligible for one of our government-sponsored health insurance programs, contact Fidelis Care at:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org 1-866-435-9521

It’s Our Mission.

 focus on Health

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
affects thousands of people each and every 
year. The condition is largely caused by 
smoking or prolonged inhalation of lung 
irritants. There currently is no cure, but 
there are treatments available that can 
slow the progression of the disease.

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
is a term used to categorize many different 
ailments of the lungs, most especially em-
physema and chronic bronchitis. It occurs 
when there is airway obstruction or simply 
when a person has trouble breathing.

There are certain contributors to the 
disease. These may include:

• Inflammation  of  the  air  passages  that 
restricts airflow.

• Excessive  mucous  that  restricts  air-
flow.

• Air  sacs,  called  alveoli,  lose  elasticity 
and cannot properly inflate with air.

• Damaged  walls  between  air  sacs  that 
compromise breathing.

According  to  the  pharmaceutical  com-
pany Merck, about 12 million people in the 
United States suffer from the disease. It is 
second only to heart disease as a cause of 
disability that forces people to stop work-
ing. It is the fourth most common cause 
of death, accounting for more than 120,000 
deaths per year in the United States, and 

those death rates are on the rise, with 60 
percent more deaths now attributed to 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
than there were 20 years ago. Men and 
women have equal death rates, though men 
are at a heightened risk for the disease.

In terms of treating the disease, options 
generally hope to lessen the severity of the 
symptoms. Quitting smoking is the single-
most effective way to reduce the progres-
sion of the disease. Since chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease is a progressive 
disorder, it will only get worse over time 
and could lead to death.

Doctors  may  prescribe  medications  for 
individuals with trouble breathing. Bron-
chodilators  relax  the  muscles  around  the 
airways, helping to open them up and make 
breathing easier. Inhaled glucocorticoster-
oids also may be prescribed. These reduce 
inflammation  in  the  airways  to  help  im-
prove airflow.

There are a number of programs and 

medications available that can help smok-
ers quit. Talking to a doctor or support 
group could be the first step needed to quit 
smoking and reduce the risk or progression 
of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 

Learning about chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease

Talking to a doctor or 
support group could be the 

first step needed to quit 
smoking and reduce the risk 

or progression of chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 

disease. Quitting smoking is the first step smok-
ers with chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease should take to slow down the 
progression of the condition.
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Jaylan Fisch, 4
Fisch, from Manhattan, shows he’s a Nets fan and says  

Deron Williams is his favorite player.
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HEALTH

If you are one of the mil-
lions of Americans with a 
long-term health condition 
like asthma, this important 
information about fl u ap-
plies to you. When combined 
with your existing health 
condition, the fl u increases 
your risk of becoming seri-
ously sick, which could re-
sult in an unexpected and 
expensive trip to the hospi-
tal — or even death.

“We have known for 
years that fl u is a serious 
disease, especially for peo-
ple with certain chronic 
health conditions,” said Dr. 
Anne Schuchat, Assistant 
Surgeon General of the U.S. 
Public Health Service and 
Director of the National 
Center for Immunization 
and Respiratory Diseases.

The burden of fl u on peo-
ple with asthma was dem-
onstrated in the 2009 fl u 
season, as the world faced 
its fi rst fl u pandemic in 
more than 40 years. Most of 
the deaths from 2009 H1N1 
were in people who had at 
least one health condition, 
like asthma. People with 
long-term health conditions 
also were more likely to be 
hospitalized. The Center for 
Disease Control estimates 
that nearly 60 percent of 
children and more than 
85 percent of adults hos-
pitalized with 2009 H1N1 
had one or more long-term 
health conditions or were 
pregnant.

Of those admitted to the 
hospital with 2009 H1N1 ill-
ness, asthma was the most 
common long-term health 
condition, followed by dia-
betes, chronic cardiovas-
cular disease, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease, pregnancy, neuro-
logical disorders (including 
stroke or seizure disorders 
in adults), and neuromus-
cular disorders. People who 
were morbidly obese (ex-
tremely overweight) also 
appeared to be at higher 
risk for severe 2009 H1N1 in 

some studies.
The message is clear: 

people with long-term 
health conditions should 
take action to protect them-
selves against the fl u by get-
ting a fl u vaccine. Safe, reli-
able fl u vaccines have been 
made for decades, and you 
cannot get the fl u from the 
fl u vaccine.

Millions of Americans 
are impacted by these condi-
tions, although many people 
don’t know that they have a 
long-term health condition. 
For example, diabetes im-
pacts an estimated 23.6 mil-
lion Americans, but 5.7 mil-
lion people (24 percent of 
those who have the disease 
in the United States) don’t 
even know they have it. 
Heart disease affects an es-
timated 26.6 million Ameri-
cans. And asthma affects 
23.4 million Americans. 
Ask your doctor whether 

you have a health condition 
that makes you more vul-
nerable to fl u. If you do, be 
sure you get a fl u vaccine.

Symptoms of fl u include 
fever (though not everyone 
with fl u will have a fever), 
cough, sore throat, runny 
or stuffy nose, body aches, 
headache, chills, and some-
times diarrhea and vomit-
ing.

Flu viruses are thought 
to spread mainly from per-
son to person through some-
one with the fl u coughing, 
sneezing, or talking. Flu vi-
ruses may also spread when 
people touch something 
with the fl u virus on it and 
then touch their mouth, 
eyes, or nose. Many other 
viruses spread these ways, 
too.

For more information, 
visit www.fl u.gov, www.
cdc.gov/fl u, or call (800) 
CDC-INFO.

Asthma brings greater flu risks

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-1-800-
276-4000276-4000

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)

4  LARGE BEDROOMS WITH VAULTED CEILINGED MASTER
SUITE  •  MASTER BATH W/ JETTED TUB AND 3 X 4 STANDALONE

SHOWER  • 2½ BATHS  •  FORMAL LIVING AND DINING RMS  
•  FAMILY RM W/ FIREPLACE  • BREAKFAST NOOK  • CLASSIC
STONE-FRONT  TOWER  •  2 CAR GARAGE  •  REAR SUN DECK

THE HERITAGE

NOW $283,500
3,422 SQ. FT.  •  CLASSIC COLONIAL STONE TOWER3,422 SQ. FT.  •  CLASSIC COLONIAL STONE TOWER

COMPLETE TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUESTCOMPLETE TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM / DIN-
ING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / JETTED TUB
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE
TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE /

TURN KEY READY

THE COUNTRY HOME

NOW $199,900
2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

COMPLETE TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUESTCOMPLETE TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

3 OR 4 BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / LIVING ROOM / DINING
ROOM / CENTRAL  AIR &HEAT/  COMPLETE APPLIANCE
PACKAGE / DECK / FIREPLACE / FRONT PORCH / 1 CAR

GARAGE /  TURN KEY READY

THE MILLBURN

NOW $194,500
••2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH

COMPLETE TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUESTCOMPLETE TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Member Better Business Bureau-
NE and Central PA

90 mins. to NYC! -- Most Trusted Poconos Builder!  Come see why!

Hurricane Victims!
As a public service, during this time of stress, Classic 

Homes is providing up to a 
$10,000 bonus applicable 

toward closing costs to all new customers until further notice. 

Our prices 
include 

EVERYTHING!  
Including 

permitting, water
and sewerl, etc.
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When you have diabetes your body 
does not make enough insulin (type 
1), or is unable to use insulin prop-
erly (type 2). The cells of your body 
do not absorb enough insulin from 
your blood. As a result, you may 
have high sugar in your blood, and 
life threatening complications may 
result. 
Type 2 Diabetes occurs mostly in 
adults over 40, especially overweight 
adults.  About 16 million people in 
the United States are diabetic. The 
highest rate of type 2 diabetes are 
among native Americans, Hispanics 
and African Americans.

What Are The Symptoms?

The goal of treatment is to control 
the level of sugar in your blood.  
You want to try to keep it in the 
same range as a nondiabetic person.

What Is
Diabetes?

Advertisement

You Just Learn To Live 
With It, Right?

WRONG!
Dr. Harry Shapiro

Board-Certified Diabetes Specialist
Has The Latest Treatment and Evaluation Plan

To Help You Now!
Excellent Control of Blood Sugar Can Help Reduce 

Complications Of:

DR. HARRY SHAPIRO
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave.
 (Cor. Of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

 Brooklyn, NY 11235
Harry Shapiro, MD is a Board Certified Endocrin olo gist-Gland Hormone Diabetes. 

He is a graduate of Albert Einstein College of Medicine and 
completed his endocrinology fellowship at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other

Insurance 
Assignments

Accepted

DIABETES
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(StatePoint) There are many 
popular New Year’s resolutions 
that quickly come and go: eat-
ing healthy, losing weight, man-
aging stress and saving money. 
In 2013, why not focus on one 
health change you’ll enjoy stick-
ing to... getting more sleep.

According to the National 
Sleep Foundation, the average 
American sleeps about six hours 
and 55 minutes per night dur-
ing the week, and 15 percent of 
adults sleep less than six hours 
per night.

“Lack of sleep can take a 
significant toll on your overall 
health and interfere with some 
of your daily activities,” said Dr. 
Michael Thorpy, director of the 
Sleep-Wake Disorders Center at 
the Montefiore Medical Center 
in New York.

Almost everybody has trou-
ble sleeping now and then, but 
many Americans experience 
significant problems getting to 
sleep or continually wake up 
in the middle of the night and 
can’t fall back asleep.

Such problems may be clini-
cal symptoms of insomnia. 
According to the National Sleep 
Foundation, if you have trou-

ble falling asleep at night or 
staying asleep, or you wake up 
in the morning feeling unre-
freshed, you may be suffering 
from insomnia.

Insomnia can affect people in 
different ways. Some sufferers 
have trouble initially getting to 
sleep, while others wake up in 
the middle of the night and have 
difficulty falling back asleep.

To help you get better sleep 
this year, Dr. Thorpy suggests 
these simple tips:  

• Set and stick to a sleep 
schedule. Establish a regular 
bedtime and wake time.

• Set aside time at night 
to “wind down.” Spend some 
quiet time before bedtime. Such 
activities as watching TV, using 
the computer or working right 
before bedtime, or in the bed-
room, can make it harder to fall 
asleep.

• Avoid caffeine and alcohol 
before bed. 

• Exercise regularly. Just 
don’t exercise rigorously near 
bedtime and check with your 

doctor before starting an exer-
cise regimen.

• Don’t clock-watch. If you 
awaken in the middle of the 
night and stay in bed, don’t 
lie there staring at the clock. 
And don’t watch TV or use your 

laptop or cell phone, because 
these technologies stimulate 
the brain, making it tougher to 
fall back to sleep.

If these tips don’t help, speak 
with your healthcare profes-
sional to help determine if you 

are suffering from insomnia and 
require treatment.

More information regard-
ing insomnia is available at the 
National Sleep Foundation web-
site at www.sleepfoundation.
org.

HEALTH

It is important to get adequate sleep.  Fotolia.com/ Konstantin Yuganov (c)

This New Year, resolve to get more sleep

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills.
We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. 
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. marks Painless Dental, you have a unique 
opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fi llings, root canals or even the most extensive oral 
surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, where we make it our fi rst priority 
to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and laughing gas is also available.

Gum Treatment
We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from simple prophylaxis to 
advanced gum and bone surgery.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
 Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. We combine the
 best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate unnecessary extractions.
 We also do Invisalign treatment.

 Dental Laboratory on Premises
 New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.
 

 Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY

NewNew
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A celebration of the First 
Fruits of the Harvest and 
recitations of the seven prin-
ciples of the Nguzo Saba will 
mark the 34th annual cul-
tural acknowledgement of 
the African-American holi-
day known as Kwanzaa.

Slated for Dec. 29 at the 
Museum of Natural His-
tory, the annual gathering 
coordinated by New Herit-
age Theater and Community 
Works promise a half day 
full of treats.

Beginning at noon, the 
rich traditions of Kwan-
zaa will be evident with an 
international marketplace, 
performances, and tributes 
to distinguished individu-
als who have been guided 
by the holiday’s seven guid-
ing principles. Culled by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga to unite 
and advance African-Amer-
icans, they foster and pro-
mote unity, purpose, self 
determination, creativity, 
co-operative economics, col-
lective work and responsibil-
ity and faith. 

Hosted by storyteller 
Linda Humes, highlights 

will include a special inter-
view about Karamu (Afri-
can Feast) with restaurateur 
B. Smith. Family-friendly 
hands-on activities are also 
planned.

 Choreographer Obediah 
Wright will lead the Resto-
ration Dance Theatre Com-
pany and Balance Dance 
Theater through a program 
that also includes newcom-
ers Soul Steps and Under-
ground System Afrobeat.

The museum is located 
at 79th St. & Central Park 
West. 

Belafonte Will Be 
Back In Brooklyn 
For MLK Day

Civil Rights activist and 
actor Harry Belafonte is slat-
ed for another high profile 
appearance in Brooklyn to 
keynote the annual tribute 
to his associate and friend 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
His winter re-visit to the 

borough he walked as Grand 
Marshall during the end of 
last summer’s West Indian 
Day parade is slated for the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
on Jan. 21.

The 27th annual birth-
day tribute to the martyred 
Nobel laureate bills ‘Come 
Share The Dream,’ for a 
celebration that re-affirms 
King’s visionary speech and 
hope for America when he 
revealed to the world in a 
speech “I Have A Dream.” 

The free event begins at 
10:30 a.m. in the Howard 
Gilman Opera House.

Belafonte will deliver the 
keynote address.

The event will be marked 
by performances from The 
Brooklyn Interdenomina-
tional Choir and Kindred 
The Family Soul. 

In addition streaming of 
inaugural events for Presi-
dent Barack Obama will 
highlight New York City’s 
largest public celebration 
held in honor of the iconic 
trailblazing human rights 
activist.

Deputy Borough Presi-

dent Sandra Chapman will 
emcee the proceedings.

Simultaneous to the cel-
ebration, complimentary 
MLK weekend programming 
includes a presentation with 
the Black Rock Coalition 
Orchestra Salute to Richie 
Havens at BAMcafe Live. 

“Picture The Dream” an 
art exhibition will also dis-
play images related to the 
life and work of the south-
ern, Black preacher who was 
assassinated in Memphis, 
Tennessee because he dared 
to dream. 

BAM is located at 30 
Lafayette Ave. 

Grenada will not 
‘Legalize It’

Grenada will stand firm 
against pressure to legalize 
marijuana.

The island’s Prime Min-
ister Tillman Thomas made 
the declaration on Dec. 7 
when he addressed the 9th 
Annual General Meeting of 
the Grenada Drug Informa-
tion Network and Nation-
al Observatory on Drugs 
(GRENDIN/NOD).

“Today, amid renewed 
attempts at the regional and 
international levels, I wish 
to place on record that my 
government will not yield 
to such pressures or persua-
sions,” the PM said, “We will 
not decriminalize or legalize 
marijuana.”

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Prime Minister Tillman Thomas. By Kevin Williams

First fruits of harvest marks Kwanzaa
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J A C K  W E I S S M A N

MANHATTAN
45 Broadway 12th Floor
New York, NY 10006

BROOKLYN
1222 E. 12th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11230

THE FIVE TOWNS
335 Central Ave.
Lawrence, NY 11559

MEDICAID PLANNING
ESTATE PLANNING

SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING

347-522-3272 866-WEISMAN
Weissmanelderlaw.com

A Division of The Personal Injury 
Law Firm of Marcel Weissman

All Accidents And Medical Malpractice

PERSONAL INJURY AND 
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
PERSONAL INJURY AND 
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

I’ve been injured in an 
accident, what’s the next step?
Do I need a Will or Power of 
Attorney?
Will a irrevocable trust protect 
my assets?
How can I become eligible for a 
homecare aid or NH medicaid?

FOR EXCELLENT RATES
CONTACT US:

ship@econocaribe.com
www.econocaribe.com

147-46 176th Street 
Jamaica, NY 11434 
(At the back of DMV)

718-244-SHIP 

516-239-SHIP

(7447)

(7447)

JAMAICA TRINIDAD 
& TOBAGO

BAHAMAS ST. LUCIA

ANTIGUA NICARAGUA

GRENADA PUERTO
RICO

GUYANA ST. VINCENT

BARBADOS US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

BELIZE CAYMAN
ISLANDS

HAITI HAITI

DOMINICA ST. KITTS

PANAMA ST. MARTIN

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC BERMUDA

TO THANK 
OUR COMMUNITY 

FOR THE SUPPORT AND TRUST 
YOU HAVE GIVEN TO US DURING 2012

 IN SHIPPING YOUR BARRELS, 
HOUSEHOLD AND BUSINESS ITEMS 

TO THE CARIBBEAN 
AND OTHER DESTINATIONS.

 
WE WISH YOU ALL A JOYFUL CHRISTMAS 

AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR 2012.
CELEBRATE THE REASON FOR THE SEASON.

ECONOCARIBE STAFF 
& MANAGEMENT WISHES

THE COMPLETE WORK
(a fi lm by Dalton Narine)

AVAILABLE AT WWW.MASMANTHEMOVIE.COM OR CALL 305–431–3879

Makes A Great Gift For The Holidays

10 AWARDS
INCLUDING BEST CARIBBEAN FILM 2012

3-DVD HOME VIDEO
5 HOURS OF PETER MINSHALL’S CARNIVAL ART

 We Remove All Darkness
 We Specialize in Spiritual Reunions 

With Lost Loved Ones
 Receive Advice on All Walks of Life

 Remove the Road Blocks in Your Life, 
Begin Your New Journey For the Year of 2013

 Now Available Private Parties

     914-835-7015
www.newagebeginnings.com

Spiritual Consultant
Receive 2 FREE Consultations By Phone
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certified Emergency Medicine Doctors 

Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

PH. 718-240-2644   Fax: 718-240-2676
                                                 www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.comAll Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 
No Appointment Necessary

Referrals From Physicians and Attorneys Welcome

I A
S F

I P

 Internal Medicine

 Acute Trauma

 Pediatrics

 Urgent GYN

Physical Therapy

Chiropractics

 Acupuncture

 Modern Facilities

 Onsite X-Ray

Onsite Blood Draws

We Wish You And Your Family 
A HAPPY AND HEALTHY HOLIDAY!
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FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT
FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By Chudi Chukwudi
Roots reggae singer 

Horace Andy who gar-
nered international fame 
with hit singles “Govern-
ment Land,” “Angel,” “Five 
Man Army” and his cover of 
“Ain’t No Sunshine” joined 
veteran reggae singer John-
ny Osbourne and Brook-
lyn based singer, producer, 
songwriter Ed Robinson 
as headliner performers at 
“Christmas In The Rocka-
ways” at Far Rockaway High 
School (821 Bay 25 Street in 
Far Rockaway) on Saturday 
Dec. from 9 AM to 5 PM.

Osbourne, who rose to 
prominence in the mid 
1980s is best known for 
dancehall hits “Buddy Bye,” 

“Ice Cream Love” and “Water 
Pumping,” while Robinson 
has made his mark with 
perennial hit “Knocking On 
Heavens Door” and “Our 
Heroes,” that soared to the 
top of the charts two years 
ago in South Florida and 
New York. Also slated to 
perform are 1981 hitmaker 
Denroy Morgan, Elvis D, Jah 
Jah Youth, Stephen Souza, 
Benzman (Atlanta), Leight-
on Miller, Skina, Scepta, 
dancer Daijon Thomas aka 
Grenade and the Braata 
Singers, who perform cul-
tural songs and Christmas 
Carols in the spirit of the 
season.

Jamaican community 

By Vinette K. Pryce
An eclectic showcase of 

Caribbean music talents 
recently premiered diversity 
of the region at the Barclays 
Center in Brooklyn with a 
dynamic, marathon concert 
and awards presentation 
that could establish a per-
manent flagship location to 
boost the beats and cultural 
expressions that define its 
uniqueness.

Singers, dancers, two 
stilt dancers (Moko Jumbie) 
reggae, soca and hip-hop 
stars provided carnival rev-
elry and sent temperatures 
to a fever-pitch with per-
formances from a stellar 
lineup which included: Mor-
gan Heritage, Baby Cham, 
Vegas, Mighty Crown, Doug 
E. Fresh, Chubb Rock, Slick 
Rick, Vicious, Foxy Brown, 
and soca stars Allyson Hinds 
and Machel Montano.

On Monday, the five-hour 

concert reached fever-pitch 
when a medley of hip-hop 
super-talents reprised their 
hits. Fresh managed to raise 
the temperature by using 
the microphone to amplify 
the unique sounds using 
voice technique that brand-
ed him ‘the human beat-
box.’

 With his long-time col-
laborator, Slick Rick, the 
pair imprinted a hallmark 
performance that enhanced 
the show. 

Vintage tunes spun 
by The Mighty Crown 
-- a trio of reggae deejays 
whose Japanese interpre-
tation of Jamaica’s music 
is acclaimed internation-
ally -- blazed approval and 
entertainment throughout 
their set. Also known as reg-
gae’s Far East Rulers, their 
authentic, Jamaican patois, 
vibe and Jamaican attitude 

By John Marrast
Lehman Center for the Perform-

ing Arts celebrates its 33rd sea-
son with a night of unforgettable 
Doo Wop featuring this timeless 
music’s leading singers and groups 
on Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013 at 8:00 
p.m. The all-star evening of clas-

sic hits will include Kenny Vance 
And The Planotones (“Looking For 
An Echo”), Cleveland Still And The 
Dubs (“Could This Be Magic”), Herb 
Cox And The Cleftones (“Heart and 
Soul”), MAURICE Williams And The 
Zodiacs (“Stay”) and Barbara Har-
ris And The Toys (“A Lover’s Con-

certo”).
Doo Wop emerged from the 

streets of New York City and Phila-
delphia and rose as a unique Afri-
can American vocal style in the 
mid-1950’s. Doo Wop’s smooth har-
monies spread to singing groups 

Doo Wop Comes Home to the Bronx!

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

Caribbean Fever 
Sweeps Brooklyn

Christmas in the Rockaways

Wop Comes Home to the Bronx!

ULTIMATEULTIMATE
DOO WOPDOO WOP

Kenny Vance and The Planotones. Photo courtesy Lehman Center
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of other ethnicities, such as the 
Capris and the Bronx’s own Dion 
and the Belmonts. The term “doo 
wop” was taken from the ad-lib 
syllables sung in harmony in these 
songs. “Doo Wop” and a range of 
“oldies” music are celebrated by 
musicians and audiences world-
wide as distinctive American 
sounds.

Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts is on the campus 
of Lehman College/CUNY at 250 
Bedford Park Boulevard West, 
Bronx, NY 10468. Tickets can be 
purchased by calling the Lehman 
Center box office at 718.960.8833 
(Monday through Friday, 10:00 
a.m.–5:00 p.m. and beginning at 
12 noon on the day of the concert), 
or through 24-hour online access 
at www.LehmanCenter.org. Leh-
man Center is accessible by #4 or 
D train to Bedford Park Blvd. and 
is off the Saw Mill River Parkway 
and the Major Deegan Express-
way. Low-cost on-site parking is 
available.

Kenny Vance and The Planoto-
nes: Kenny Vance has been mak-
ing music since he was fourteen 
years old and was the co-founder 
of the group “Jay & The Ameri-
cans.” After leaving the group in 
1972, Kenny branched out, pro-
ducing records, serving as musical 
director on TV’s “Saturday Night 
Live,” and having his own solo 
career. He was also the musical 
director on such films as “Hair-

spray,” “Eddie & The Cruisers,” 
and “American Hot Wax.” It was 
in 1978 for the movie “Ameri-
can Hot Wax” that The Planotones 
were first formed. In 1992, Kenny 
reformed the group with guitarist/
arranger Johnny Gale, vocalists 
Kurt “Frenchy” Yahjian and Jimmy 
Bense, keyboardist Chip Degaard 
and Tony Gallino on drums. They 
have released four CD’s to date; 
Teenage Jazz, Out of This World, 
Looking For An Echo (which was 
featured in the major motion pic-
ture of the same name) and their 
most recent release (November 
2012) Mr. Santa which includes 
the new holiday songs “Mr. Santa”, 
“Doo Wop Christmas” and “Christ-
mas On My Block” as well as clas-
sic Christmas tunes with rich mul-
ti-part harmonies. 

Cleveland Still and The Dubs 
were originally a Harlem-based 
group founded by the late Rich-
ard Blandon in 1957 that also 
included Bill Carlisle, Tom Grate 
and Jim Miller. They are best 
remembered for their enduring 
Top 40 Doo Wop classic “Could 
This Be Magic,” one of the more 
memorable songs of 1957. Their 
first taste of success came with 
an East Coast hit “Don’t Ask Me 
To Be Lonely” and quickly hit 
national recognition when “Could 
This Be Magic” peaked at #23 on 
the Pop charts. They followed this 
with two other great Doo Wop 
favorites, “Chapel of Dreams” and 
“Be Sure My Love.” 

Herb Cox and The Cleftones 
were originally formed in 1955 at 
Jamaica High School in Queens, 
New York as the Clefs, later becom-
ing known as The Cleftones. In 
1955, the group recorded their 
first single, “You Baby You,” fol-
lowed by “Little Girl of Mine” and 
“You’re Driving Me Mad.” They 
were in Alan Freed’s legendary 
1956 “Easter Jubilee of Stars” 
show at the Brooklyn Paramount. 
That year they recorded “Can’t 
We Be Sweethearts” and “String 
Around My Heart,” and in 1961 
they recorded “Heart and Soul.” 
While the group stopped touring 
regularly in 1963, The Cleftones 
reformed for a revival show in New 
York City in 1970, delighting fans 
ever since. 

Maurice Williams and The 
Zodiacs were originally called The 
(Royal) Charms, changing their 
name to The Gladiolas in 1957 and 
The Excellos in 1958, before final-
ly settling on The Zodiacs in 1959. 
Born in Lancaster, S.C. Maurice 
Williams grew up as a church 
singer. His first single “Little Dar-
lin’” was covered by The Diamonds 
who turned it into a 1957 hit, and 
by Elvis Presley in 1977. Known 
for their trademark falsettos, the 
band released their pivotal song 
“Stay” in 1960 which Williams had 
written seven years before when 
he was only 15. They followed up 
with the soulful recording “May 
I,” and then “Return,” with Gladys 
Knight & the Pips singing behind 

them. “Stay” has became one of 
the classic singles in the history of 
rock ‘n roll and R&B, having been 
rereleased by the Hollies (1963), 
The Four Seasons (1964), Jackson 
Browne (1978), Bruce Springsteen 
(1979), Cyndi Lauper (2003) and 
in the 1987 movie “Dirty Danc-
ing.”

Barbara Harris and The Toys: 
Barbara Harris also started sing-
ing in her hometown churches, 
first in North Carolina and later 
in Queens, New York, where she 
moved at age 11. In high school, 
she became part of a group 
called The Charlettes that did 
background vocals for record-
ing artists. Changing their name 
to The Toys, the group released 
“A Lover’s Concerto” in 1965, a 
song that took a classical finger 
exercise from Bach, and put a 
Motown bass line to it, and sold 
over a million copies. Their sec-
ond hit song “Attack” (1966) was 
followed by “Sealed With A Kiss” 
in 1968

Lehman Center is supported, in 
part, with public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cul-
tural Affairs in partnership with 
the New York City Council. The 
2012-2013 season is made possible 
by the New York State Council on 
the Arts with the support of Gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature, JPMorgan 
Chase, and through corporations, 
foundations and private dona-
tions.

Doo Wop Comes Home to the Bronx!
Continued from page 37

proved alluring to patrons who 
seemed to welcome the infusion 
of old-school reggae which the 
Crowns injected.

They provided presence from 
absent dancehall trendsetters 
Shabba Ranks, Super Cat, Buju 
Banton and Beenie Man.

And with Cham, Vicious and 
Vegas securing positions onstage, 
dancehall music ambassadors rep-
resented in fine style. 

Stand-out performances 
included that of the reputed ‘first 
family of reggae.”

The Morgan family with 
Gramps, Peter, Una, Mr. Mojo and 
Lukes entertained a reunion of 
sorts despite their claim that the 
group never disbanded. Their fans 
happily accepted the invitation 
from Peter to take and post pic-
tures on social media outlets. He 
also took time out to acknowledge 
the tragic slaughter of 20 children 
and five adults in Connecticut. 

Midway his performance, he 

asked that the lights be dimmed 
and requested patrons to light 
solidarity with grieving families 
using cell-phone. The gesture 
heartened many to respond by 
illuminating the venue with LED 
beams. 

Denroy Morgan, the father of 
the group made his first public 
appearance since a judge granted 
him probation and no jail time for 
possession of marijuana by walk-
ing onstage to greet the crowds. 

But it seemed an infectious epi-
demic swept the arena when T&T’s 
top performer took the stage. 

It had been rumored that the 
super-soca star might miss the 
premiere event.
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Unorthodox Jukebox
Bruno Mars                                                    

Jesus Piece
The Game                                                                               

The Lumineers
The Lumineers                       

Tre!
Green Day   

O.N.I.F.C.
Wiz Khalifa                                                                                                  

Red
Taylor Swift                     

Vicious Lies And Dangerous
Big Boi                                                                                 

Red
Taylor Swift                                       

Glee: The Music
Soundtrack 

Christmas
Michael Buble                                            

Diamonds
Rihanna

Locked Out Of Heaven
Bruno Mars

Ho Hey
The Lumineers

One More Night
Maroon 5

Die Young
KeSha

Let Me Love You
Ne-Yo

I Cry
Flo Rida

Some Nights
Fun.

Home
Phillip Phillipsl

Try
Pink

Continued from Page 37

Carib fever

Gil and Pat Bailey 
 Photo by Dave “JoJo” Kelly

leader in Queens, Michael Dun-
can, who in conjunction with 
churches, community groups, 
businesses and good-hearted 
residents worked to attracta 
huge wave of holiday cheer to 
the hundreds of residents in 
the Rockways who were brutal-
ly ravaged by Hurricane Sandy. 
Duncan said these organisa-
tions are donating toys, cloth-
ing, food items and holiday gifts 
which were distributed to the 
needy residents in the Rocka-
ways. 

“I am pleased with the sup-
port and generosity from 
donors, churches, businesses 
and other community organi-
sations, and  humbled by the 
outpouring of support from the 
New York music community 
who are all 100% on board with 
the project. Everyone dedicated 
their time and effort to per-
form in support of the cause” 

he said.
Companies and individuals 

wish to contribute may visit-
www.eachonesupportonecon-
cept.com. CHRISTMAS IN THE 
ROCKAAWAYS was an expres-
sion of altruistic, heart-warm-
ing thoughtfulness. Sponsor-
ship for “Christmas In The 
Rockaways” is being provided by 
Epiphany Lutheran Church, St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, New 
Birth Deliverance Church, First 
Church of God, Women Sup-
porting Women Ministries Inc, 
Guinness, LIME, Irie Jam Radio 
(official radio sponsor), DC Dig-
ital TV (official TV sponsor), 
VP Records, Trans Continental 
Shippers, CaribbeanFever.com, 
Jamaica Family Medicine, Team 
Jamaica Bickle, RTN Produc-
tion, IMAGES Newsletter, The 
Door Restaurant, Laten’s Res-
taurant, Henrica’s Restaurant, 
Magnet Sports & Entertain-
ment Lounge, BMW Messenger, 
Metropolitan Office & Compu-
ter Supplies and Road Interna-
tional Disco.

Continued from Page 37

Rockaways
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 MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes – Text LESMIS with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 
No charge from 43KIX, Msg&data rates may apply. Text HELP for info.

 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 
FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

© 2012
UNIVERSAL

STUDIOS

SOUNDTRACK ON
REPUBLIC RECORDS

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 
ANNE HATHAWAY

BEST ACTOR
HUGH JACKMAN

BEST ORIGINAL SONG
“SUDDENLY”

4GOLDEN GLOBE®

®

®

 
NOMINATIONS

BEST PICTURE MU
SIC

AL
 OR

 CO
ME

DY

56 Up (Unrated) 8th epi-
sode of director Michael 
Apted’s periodic documen-
tary interviewing the same 
set of Brits every 7 years 
since they were 7 years of 
age. 

All Superheroes Must 
Die (Unrated) Action thrill-
er about four superheroes 
(Lucas Till, Jason Trost, 
Sophie Merkley and Lee 
Valmassy) who are abducted 
by their archenemy (James 
Remar) and stripped of 
their powers before being 
forced to fight to save a 
town of innocent civilians. 
Support cast includes Nick 
Principe, Sean Whalen and 
Brian Taylor. 

A Bottle in the Gaza Sea 
(Unrated) Unlikely romance 
drama about the love which 
blossoms between a 17 year-
old Jew (Agathe Bonitzer) 
and the 20 year-old Pales-
tinian (Mahmoud Shalaby) 
who finds her message in 
a bottle seeking to make 

sense of a terrorist bomb-
ing in Jerusalem. With 
Hiam Abbass, Riff Cohen 
and Abraham Belaga. (In 
Hebrew, Arabic and French 
with subtitles) 

A Dark Truth (R for vio-
lence and disturbing imag-
es) International thriller 
about a retired CIA Agent-
turned-political talk show 
host (Andy Garcia) who 
is enlisted by a corporate 
whistleblower (Deborah 
Kara Unger) to help expose 
her company’s cover-up of a 
massacre in an Ecuadoran 
village. With Eva Longoria, 
Forest Whitaker and Kim 
Coates. 

My Brooklyn (Unrated) 
Kelly Anderson directed 
this class-conscious docu-

mentary chronicling the 
racial tensions which sur-
faced in her neighborhood 
as a consequence of gentri-
fication. 

BIG BUDGET FILMS      
Texas Chainsaw 3-D 

(R for grisly violence and 
pervasive profanity) 7th 
installment of the enduring 
horror franchise finds an 
unsuspecting heiress (Alex-
andra Daddario) travelling 
to a tiny Texas town to take 
possession of the mansion 
she has just inherited only 
to discover a bloodthirsty 
madman (Dan Yeager) lurk-
ing in the shadows. With 
Trey Songz, Tania Ray-
monde and Scott Eastwood 
(Clint’s son). 

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

This Holiday Season Families 
Are Depending on YOU! 
Please donate
this holiday season
to help a family
in need.

bedstuyagainsthunger.org
or call 718.773.3551

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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SATURADAY, JANUARY 5

ARTS: Warm up at the Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum at 11:30am, and discover how peo-
ple and animals around the world keep warm 
during the cold winter months. Explore 
Inuit dolls from the Museum’s collection, 
and enjoy a warm cup of hot cocoa. Recom-
mended for ages 18 months to 2 years.

MUSIC: Lucy Kaplansky plays a concert 
in celebration of the release of her highly 
anticipated new solo album Reunion. The 
title song “Reunion” celebrates Lucy’s pio-
neering immigrant grandmother and her 
her journey from Poland to Toronto, where 
the matriarch and business woman founded 
the Health Bread Bakery chain in the early 
20th century. Concert starts at 8pm at the 
City Winery 155 Varick Street New York, NY 
Tickets: $25/$30/$35, for  more information 
call (212)608-0555 or visit www.citywinery.
com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5 & JANUARY 6

HOLIDAY EXPRESS: Families take this 
I-spy hunt into the Holiday Express from 
10am-6pm: Toys and Trains from the Jerni 
Collection to spot the intricate details in 
these amazing model train scenes, com-
posed of miniature trains, stations, people, 
and decorations made by the Märklin model 
train company. Can you spot the refresh-
ment stand? The station clock? How many 
train cars are pulling into the train station? 
Bring the whole family, pick up your hunt, 
and see who can spot the most! For ages 3 
and up. 170 Central Park West between West 
76th and West 77th Streets

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6

STORY TIME: Each week New-York Histori-
cal Society educators readI Live in Brooklyn 
by Mari Takabayashi. The themes are related 
to New York City, American history, current 
holidays, or new exhibitions. Want to know 
what it is like to live in the most populous 
borough in New York City? Six-year-old 
Michelle shares what she looks forward to 
every year in I Live in Brooklyn. After the 
story, share what your favorite parts of the 
year are in your neighborhood! Reading 
starts at 11:30am and is recommended for 
ages 4-7. 170 Central Park West between 
West 76th and West 77th Streets

MONDAY, JANUARY 7

SEMINAR: The Center for Accounting and 
Tax Education (CATE) at LIU Brooklyn and the 
Internal Revenue Service will host their annu-
al tax practitioner seminar. This year’s topic 
is “Challenges for the Future – Updates and 
Tips.” The seminar will take place from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in LIU Brooklyn’s Schwartz Gym-
nasium, at 1 University Plaza, on the corner 
of Flatbush & DeKalb avenues. CATE is part 
of the Department of Accounting, Taxation & 
Law at the campus’s School of Business, Public 
Administration and Information Sciences. To 
apply, please contact Dr. Fischman at (718) 
780-4062.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 & FRIDAY JANU-

ARY 11

LITTLE NEW -YORKERS: Urban Animals 
by Isabel Hill: a wild architectural adventure 
around the city that encourages kids to look 
closely at buildings- can you spot any animals 
in the architecture? The craft is making 3D 
buildings out of recycled materials (with ani-
mals on them, of course).Free with museum 
admission, for ages 3-5. 170 Central Park West 
between West 76th and West 77th Streets

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 - FRIDAY, JANUARY 
11

ARTS: Gotham exchange presents the second 
annual Focus Dance. Four Programs featur-
ing eight choreographers! FOCUS DANCE is 
a part of FOCUS 2013, the National Platform 
to promote American dance both abroad and 
nationally.  The week-long platform presents 
performances of U.S.-based dance companies 
during the annual Arts Presenters Confer-
ence in New York City, and one of the largest 
gatherings of artists, dancers and dance pro-
fessionals in the U.S. The Joyce Theater, 175 
Eighth Avenue (at 19th Street), NYC, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Sunday at 7:30pm; Thursday 
- Saturday at 8pm; Satuday and Sunday at 
2pm. Tickets are $10-$39 JoyceCharge: 212-
242-0800

Thursday, January 10 

CROSS-STITCH CIRCLE: Drop in to try your 
skills at one of the oldest forms of embroidery 
in the world from 3:30-5:30pm. Beginning 
cross stitchers will learn the basic stitch and 

create a bookmark with their new skill. More 
seasoned stitchers can continue working on 
their bookmark or branch into more compli-
cated designs—make a handcrafted gift for 
someone! Ages 6 and up, No preregistration 
required, Free with Museum admission. 170 
Central Park West between West 76th and 
West 77th Streets
OnGOING

DONATIONS: As you know, there are so 
many families in need of food and many of our 
local pantries are virtually running on empty. 
Please donate non-perishable and/or canned 
goods.  Below are just a few, be advised that ID 
maybe requested.

HOLIDAY TRAIN SHOW: All Aboard! Grand 
Central Terminal turns 100 in 2013! Our 
brand new Lionel layout features New York 
Central, Metro-North and the latest Grand 
Central Express trains racing North! Kids 
can join the Great Grand Central scavenger 
hunt! Meet the challenge weekdays 10:00 
a.m. to noon. New York Transit Museum 
Gallery Annex and Store is located at Grand 
Central Terminal, Shuttle Passage, next to 
Station Master’s Office Monday-Friday 8:00 
a.m.-8:00 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 10:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m. Closed Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day. Admission is free.

DONATIONS: St. Robert Bellarmine 
Church is joining  efforts with the Dioceses 
of Trenton to bring relief to victims in the 
hardest hit areas. The church has organ-
ized a sorting sub station in the parish 

and will be delivering donations to various 
locations shortly. The church is seeking 
donations of cardboard shipping boxes for 
packing or rubbermaid bins for storage for 
victims. Donations are tax deductible  and 
the church will provide you with a receipt 
upon request.  Feel free to contact St. Robert 
Bellarmine Church at any time  Attn: SRB 
Hurricane Relief Effort, 61 Georgia Rd., 
Freehold, NJ 07728 or srbwelcome@gmail.
com, Pam Stengel (732)580-0075, Linda 
Altini (917)578-4852. Phone: (732)462-7429 
or Fax: (732)409-3496.

QUEENS SICKLE CELL: The Queens Sickle 
Cell Advocacy Network, 207-08 Hollis  Ave., 
Queens Village, N.Y., presents a Parent to 
Parent Support Group meeting every first 
Monday of every month, 7:00 p.m. For direc-
tions and registration, call (718)712-0873 or 
email Qscanorg@verizon.net.

FAIRWAY MARKET SHUTTLE: Fairway 
Market is now offering a free group shuttle 
bus to its Red Hook, Brooklyn store at 480-
500 Van Brunt St., Mondays thru Wednes-
days from 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. For pick-up 
reservations for groups of 10 or more, within 
a five-mile radius of the store, call Viola 
Williams or Marcy Rosenblum at (347) 750-
1251. There will also be pickups on Wednes-
days at 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. at 589 
Prospect Ave., between 11 and 10 avenues. 
All seniors get a five percent discount in the 
store. Each group will have an hour and a 
half to shop and/or enjoy a bite to eat in the 
picturesque cafe by the waterfront.

FARMERS MARKET: Seeds in the Middle 
is sponsoring  The Crown Heights Farmers 
Market offering fresh fruits and vegetables, 
including calaloo and Caribbean favorites 
and accepting EBT,WIC, Snap, FMNP, Health 
Bucks, and Fresh Connect. The market 
will be operating every Thursday from 12 
noon to 7:00 p.m. at Hamilton Metz Park at 
Albany and Lefferts avenues, Brooklyn. For 
more information, visit www.seedsinthemid-
dle.org.

COMPUTER TRAINING: Mount Carmel 
Worship and Outreach Center is holding 
adult and children computer training pro-
grams, 10:30 a.m 12:30 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. 
- 3:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (917)609-0909 
for registration details. 

FORECLOSURE SERVICES: Are behind in 
your mortgage or seeking a modification? 
The Flatbush Development Vcorp, NHS of 
East Flatbush and the Center for N.Y.C. 
Neighborhoods are offering free services and 
assistance. Referrals for free legal assistance 
are also available. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call (718)469-4679.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Did your roof col-
lapse? Does your brolier need replacement? 
Do you need major repairs done but lack the 
finances? NHS of East Flatbush can assist 
you. For information on home improvement 
programs, call (718)469-4679.

Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

REVERSE MORTGAGE COUNSELING: Are you a senior homeowner struggling to 
make ends meet? A reverse mortgage may be an answer. NHS can help determine if 
this is the best option for you. All programs discussed are backed by the federal govern-
ment. For information, call (718)469-4679.
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean 
Life, have been an important part of the Brooklyn advertising land-
scape for decades. Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a 
lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx 
and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional who can help 
you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com
for the latest in Caribbean news,

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more

Updated every weekday!
North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

The Best of Caribbean Life.....
is just a click away.
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Check your jewelry box for broken, tangled 
or mismatched jewelry - rings, earrings, 
pendants, watches, bracelets - and we will pay 
you top dollar instantly! 

Call us today for an appointment, and we’ll 
appraise and buy your items on the spot.

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Brooklyn’s 
& Queen’s

#1
Gold Buyer

Invite your friends and family to make quick cash.
It’s a fun, safe and convenient way for you and your 

friends to turn your outdated gold jewelry into cash!
30%
EXTRA CA$H
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EXTRA 

30% IN CASH WHEN WE 
PURCHASE YOUR GOLD *

Present this coupon upon your price quote and you 
will receive an extra 30% cash bonus. Bonus cannot 
exceed $100. This coupon may not be combine with 

any other promotion or special price offer. Limit 
1 coupon per customer. Offer expires 1/3/2013.

(718) 339-GOLD 4653

VISIT US ON THE WEB  www.cashforgoldbk.com

BROOKLYN, NY

Nothing to Lose,  
Everything to Gain!

1623 Ave. U  
Near East 17th St.

DCA# 1361142

4905 Ave. N  
Near Utica Ave. 
DCA# 1373537

2233 65th St.  
Near Bay Parkway 

DCA# 1420833

2619-2 86th St.  
Near West 13th St. 

DCA# 1408714

252 Flatbush Ave.  
Near St. Marks Ave.

DCA# 1383520

WE BUY  
PAWN 

TICKETS 

STORE HOURS:

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LIMITED 1 PROMOTION PER PERSON. 
*GET ONE ENTRY BLANK FOR EACH $200 WE BUY FROM YOU. IF YOU SELL US $1000 OR MORE WE WILL DOUBLE YOUR ENTRIES! 

1 3 3

BRAND NEW MINI iPAD RAFFLE

216-17 Merrick Blvd.  
Springfield Gardens

DCA# 1387619

QUEENS, NY



De
c. 

28
, 2

01
2-

Ja
n.

 3
, 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 4
4

BAYSIDE VOLKSWAGEN

ALL OFFERS: ALL FEES PAID FOR BY CONSUMER. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. LESSEES RESPONSIBLE FOR FEES ASSOCIATED WITH EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. SPECIAL 
OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 12/31/12.

(866) 483-8441208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE,  NY  11361  
BAYSIDEVW.COM

2013 CC Sport

2013 CC Sport
2013 Passat S

2013 Beetle 2.5L2013 Jetta S

MSRP: $33,000 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106469 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $13,079, Residual: $16,617.

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

$319*

2012 VW CC 2.0L TURBO: 
STK# U9631T. Auto, power seats, windows, locks, ABS,
cruise, remote keyless entry, 13K miles. $1,999 down. $23,983*

$29,1662012 EOS KOMFORT: Stk# U9451P. 
Auto w/ manual shift, power seats, windows, locks, 
cruise, remote keyless entry, ABS, 4K miles. $1,999 down.

$19,7822010 VW GTI: 
STK# U9605L. Manual, power seats, windows, locks, 
remote keyless entry, ABS, 30K miles.  $1,999 down.

*

*

$14,999
2010 VW JETTA: Stk# U9638T. 
Auto, leather seats, power sunroof, power seats, 
locks, window, ABS, 7K miles. $1,999 down.

*

MSRP: $17,740 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106467 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $7,749, Residual: $9,609. 

2013 Jetta S

$189
PER  MONTH

LEASE FOR

Requires dealer contribution of $1,016.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

*

2013 Beetle 2.5L

MSRP: $21,665 
42 month lease term. Automatic. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106470 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $11,439, Residual: $11,262. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$279

Requires dealer contribution of $316.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction. 

*

2013 Passat S

MSRP: $21,640 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

10k miles/year, Stk # 106468 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $8,979, Residual: $12,932. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$219* *

Requires dealer contribution of $2,712.87, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

Requires dealer contribution of $3,520, 
 which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

PLUS CHECKOUT OUR CERTIFIED USED CARS!

A Volkswagen is practically yours.
EventSignthendrive

VIEW OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE: 
B A Y S I D E V W . C O M
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 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Robert Elkin  
Looking back a number of years ago, 

Charles Jones was the topic of sports 
discussions first for the Brooklyn based 
Bishop Ford High School basketball pro-
gram and then as a student at Long Island 
University. His offense paved the way for 
the successful teams on all the levels he 
competed on.

Since his college days, he wanted to 
coach on some levels whether it be on a 
high school or college one.

He achieved one of his goals recently 
when he went back to his high school, and 
after a position opened, he accepted it, and 
after the team’s first five games, the Fal-
cons are undefeated.

By Robert Elkin
Monroe College’s Christopher Lewis 

with a 6.7 clocking captured the 60-meter 
dash, one place ahead of teammate Jay-
men Teeemer (6.8) and Kalfani Bernard 
(6.8) in the Fordham Intercollegiate Track 
and Field Season Opener at the Lombardi 
Fieldhouse in the Bronx. Monroe Col-
lege has branches both in The Bronx and 
Westchester County.

Teammates Joshua Blango (6.9), Jerrod 
Worthington (6.9), Mamadon Gueye (7.0) 
also did well in the same met.

Some of the athletes came back and 
ran in two events. Lewis came back and 
was clocked in 22.3  and Bernard a 22.6 
in the longer 200 meters in the annual 
meet, which enables the coaches to see 
where their athletes ‘are. Lewis had run 
the 200 meter before.

All times in the meet were hand 
timed.

Lewis thus made a successful debut 
in running the 60-meter dash. A fresh-
man out of South Shore High School in 
Brooklyn, he was nervous and said that 
he did not know how to run the sprint. 
This meet marked the first time at this 
distance.

BY ELI ROSENBERG
Borough President Markowitz wants 

to bring professional soccer to Brooklyn 
— but making his plan a reality will be 
more diffi cult than scoring a goal over a 
wall of German national team defenders, 
soccer insiders say.

The neighboring borough of Queens 
has the inside track on luring a Major 
League Soccer team, and backers who 
have already laid down $3 million to 
 bring a stadium to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park  claim they aren’t even con-
sidering a Brooklyn franchise at the mo-

ment.
“We’re 100 percent committed to Ma-

jor League Soccer in Queens,” said MLS 
soccer spokeswoman Risa Heller, who 
claims the league scoured many sites 
around the city before settling on the 

Beep wants pro soccer in Brooklyn

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Lewis wins 
60-meter dash

Jones joins 
Bishop Ford

Beep wants pro soccer in Brooklyn

MARTY’S MARTY’S 
NEW GOALNEW GOAL

Kick it around: Soccer legend Pele won’t take the fi eld when the New York Cosmos club relaunches‚but Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz still wants to bring the team or another professional soccer franchise to the county of Kings. 
 Richard Drew / Associated Press



De
c. 

28
, 2

01
2-

Ja
n.

 3
, 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Pa
ge

 4
6

“I felt great in winning 
it,” the 5-9 Lewis said. All 
of his teammate congratu-
lated him.

Lewis wasn’t so 
impressed with the Ford-
ham University track.

“I paced myself to run 
on the track and did what 
I had to do (to win),” Lewis 
later said about evaluating 
his race. “Whenever I turn 
onto the track I have to 
go all the way on the out-
side. When I get back on 
the track, I have to push 
myself. I do what Coach 
Mark Goodman tells me 
to do.”

Unfortunately, there 
isn’t any outdoor or indoor 
regulation size track at 
Monroe College. So, the 
athletes train elsewhere. 

“We only have a weight 
room and run outside,” 
Lewis said. “Coach gives 
us instructions.”

The 18-year-old Lewis 
was a former soccer player 
in high school for four 
years. He gave it up to con-
centrate on track.

Because he didn’t 
receive a scholarship for 
soccer, he decided to give 
track all his energy to 
besides academics. Track  
is paying off in the long 
run. He received a two 
year college scholarship to 
Monroe, and then hopes to 
continue the sport when 
he finishes up at a four 
year college.

“And I’m getting good 
at it,” Lewis said. “My goal 
is to make it to the Olym-
pics.”

Lewis is a native of 
Jamaica, West Indies. 
Chris’ farther was not a 
soccer player but a crick-
et one. He still resides in 
Jamaica. And Chris played 
cricket until he was 15 
years of age in Jamaica.

“When I went to South 
Shore, my high school 
didn’t have a cricket team, 
but it’s getting one now,” 
he added. 

“We recruited him as 
a short sprinter and he 
has been doing very well,” 
Goodman said.,”In high 
school he was one of the 
top runneers in the State 
in the 100 and 200 meters. 
We recruited him to be 
one of our top sprinters. 
He is a freshman, doing 
what he has to do and 
works hard. I expect big 
things from him.”

Continued from Page 45

Lewis

Jones is assistant coach to head 
varsity coach Denis Nolan.

“We at Bishop Ford are glad to 
have one of our alumni join our 
staff as an assistant coach,” said 
athletic director Pete Goyco. “He’s 
a graduate of ours. He’s been a 
great addition to the program. 
There was an opening and he vol-
unteered to help us out.”

“It’s been great to have Jones,” 
said Nolan, after the fifth game 
of the season. “I was his fresh-
man’s coach in 1989-1990. The 
kids say that  because he (eventu-
ally) played on the highest level 
we have to listen to him.”

After he was introduced to the 

players, he told them of his past 
experiences of playing at Ford, 
Long Island University and profes-
sionally overseas. 

I had a wonderful experience 
playing at LIU,” Jones said. “I did 
well in college. To be able to suc-
ceed at home in front of family 
and friends and to bring joy  back 
to Brooklyn it”s excitingIn the 
last Catholic High Schools Athlet-
ic Association league game before 
press time, St. Francis Prep’s Lit-
tle Terriers from Queens battled 
back from a huge deficit to finally 
tie the game and then Ford held 
them off in the four minute extra 
session to come out victorious, 
52-50..

Joshua Blagrove, a senior for-
ward,  topped  the Falcons from 
Brooklyn by scoring 22 points. 

Teammate Dior Dixon, a sopho-
more guard, and Devon Dingle, 
also a sophomore backcourt man, 
each scored 10 points for the win-
ners.

Junior Michael Fields led St. 
Francis Prep with 13 points, three 
more than sophomore Shane Her-
rity and junior Brian Haggerty/

Overall, the  coaching staff at 
Bishop Ford has been pleased with 
the progress of their team,

“We’ve won in a variety of  
ways,” continued Nolan. “We won 
a couple of games by a lot of 
points and we won close games 
when we were able to hold people 
(opponents) off. Tonight (against 
St. Francis Prep) we gave up the 
lead but we were able to come 
back in overtime. It’s a sign of a 
mature team.

“Blagrove has been playing 
really well. Dingle and Dixon were 
on the freshman team last year. 
Because I was very impressed with 
their ability to shoot and play 
defense we moved them up.”

“It’s an on going process, and 
we’re growing day by day trying 
to get their basketball IQ up,” said  
assistant coach Jones.

Before coming to Bishop Ford 
as an assistant coach, Jones had 
previous coaching experience 
with the New York Lightning in 
the Nike Youth League. 

“My goal is to transfer my bas-
ketball knowledge and help the 
kids,” he said. “I want to coach 
as long as possible so that I could 
give back and help these kids 
so that they can understand the 
game a little bit better.” 

Continued from Page 45

Jones

county to the north, which 
it calls “unquestionably 
one of the most vibrant 
soccer communities in the 
country.”

But that hasn’t stopped 
Markowitz from pushing 
Brooklyn as a counter pro-
posal if the Queens plan 
— which calls for turning 
10–13 acres of parkland 
into a 25,000-seat stadium 
— hits the post.

And even if the proposed 

$300-million Flushing 
Meadows stadium becomes 
home to a  relaunched New 
York Cosmos club , the Beep 
claims Brooklyn would be 
the perfect home for a third 
metro area squad (the New 
York Red Bulls claim to 
represent the city, though 
they play in a neighboring 
state called New Jersey).

“As much as we like foot-
ball or baseball or hockey, 
the way America is going 
with our ethnic diversity, 
soccer will be potentially 
as large as football,” said 
Markowitz, noting there 

are great locations for a sta-
dium in Bushwick, Browns-
ville, East New York, or 
Canarsie. “Why shouldn’t 
Brooklyn be at the fore-
front of that effort and have 
truly a world-class soccer 
stadium?”

And unlike  the Queens 
stadium , which could face 
opposition due to its pro-
posed location inside a 
park, Markowitz says a 
Brooklyn soccer facility 
could be built on private 
property, though he de-
clined to name specifi c lo-
cations.

“Parcels would have 
to be assembled, no ques-
tion about it,” Markowitz 
said. “But there are spaces 
available — none of which 
involve parkland.”

Even Brooklyn soccer 
boosters say Queens makes 
more sense — but claim 
Brooklyn could court a 
lesser-tier domestic soccer 
league than the MLS.

“There’s more of every 
level of soccer being played 
in Queens at this moment,” 
said Zac Rubin, the man-
ager of the Upper 90 soccer 
store in Boerum Hill, who 

works with pro teams in the 
U.S. and abroad. “Queens is 
the right place for a team to 
be at this point.”

But Markowitz is unde-
terred, saying that though 
he will leave offi ce soon, per-
haps he can plant the seeds 
of a long-term project.

“I have a philosophy 
with a restaurant, if you 
cook great they will come, 
no matter where it is,” he 
said. “If we could build a 
world-class stadium, I’m 
convinced that a major 
team will an be easier part 
to resolve.”

Continued from Page 45

Soccer
David Pulecio, 20, a member of the Red Bulls street team, kicks a ball at the grand opening of Pier 5. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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The International Crick-
et Council and the West 
Indies Cricket Board are in 
total support of the Guyana 
Cricket Board as the cricket-
ing authority in Guyana and 
not no committee through 
the ministry of sports. It 
is rather embarrassing to 
the government of Guyana 
through the ministry of 
sports to have chosen team 
for the Twenty20 Tourna-
ment starting on January 
6, 2013 and to have such 
team no recognized by the 
West Indies Cricket Board. 
The squad named and put 
forward from the Guyana 
Cricket Board was accepted 
by the WICB.

No Cricket at the Nation-
al Stadium

Until this matter is resolve 
in Guyana and the WICB 
agrees with such results 
then and only then first class 
cricket will resume in Guy-
ana. This is a rather unfor-
tunate situation in which 
the WICB is maintaining 
their stand firmly with the 
Guyana Cricket Board as 
the cricketing authority in 
Guyana. The courts of Guy-
ana cannot solve this mat-
ter because they have no 
jurisdiction over the West 
Indies Cricket Board, abso-

lutely not. This matter calls 
for serious discussions per-
taining to the interest of 
the game of cricket and not 
for individuals with person-
al egos or groups of people 
with no regard for a due 
process. 

Caricom Intervention 
Should Help to Resolve This 
Issue

The issue is contention 
between the Guyana Crick-
et Board and the minis-
try of the intervention of 
Caricom. The West Indies 

Cricket Board, Caricom, are 
representative or presenta-
tives from the ministry of 
sports in Guyana and the 
Guyana Cricket Board must 
meet and work towards a 
resolution. 

Selectors Must Bring in 
Jonathan Carter and Shane 
Dowrich

Allrounder Jonathan 
Carter and wicket keeper 
batsman Shane Dowrich 

both from Barbados should 
be brought into the West 
Indies team in the One Day. 
Carter is a fine allrounder 
with capabilities to perform 
in the One Day team. Shane 
Dowrich is a fine wicket 
keeper batsman, he did 
very well at the youth level 
for the West indies Youth 
Team with bat and gloves. 
West Indies selectors should 
start looking to strengthen 

the middle order. Jonathan 
Carter is a fine cricketer 
and he should be given the 
opportunity at the highest 
level. Young Shane Dowrich 
surely can advance to the 
senior team but he should 
be allowed to get a knod at 
the top level. Both Devon 
Thomas and Shane Dowrich 
are both good prospects in 
the Wicket Keeping capac-
ity.

The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, 
business, viewpoints, and more.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

Guyana’s Government in Losing Battle!
Eyes on Cricket

By George H. Whyte
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CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brook-
lyn Paper and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Brooklyn advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly news-
papers let you target a specific neighbor-

hood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, 
that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of 
Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG adver-
tising professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right 
for you.

718-260-2510

Answers in Classifi ed Section

THEME: WORLD LEADERS

ACROSS

1. Like children’s book character 

Nancy

6. Grade A item on grocery list

9. Spill the beans

13. Greeting from Don Ho

14. ___ chi

15. *Location of Mohammed Morsi’s 

presidential palace

16. It lacks appropriate punctuation

17. Wood-shaping tool

18. It often fell in old cartoons

19. *One of EU leaders

21. *Anti-apartheid leader

23. Moray ___

24. I, to a Greek

25. Where massages are given

28. Letter opener

30. Pincered insect

35. Animal mitts

37. Doofus

39. Narcotics lawman

40. Please do not delay

41. Ringworm

43. Shore extension

44. Quiet gesture

46. Enameled metalware

47. Seat locator

48. Type of lightweight cotton

50. Reduced Instruction Set Com-

puter

52. Austin Powers, e.g.

53. Not naughty

55. Bur or white ___

57. Scope

61. Ligament injury

64. *George W’s is in Crawford, TX

65. Back of a boat

67. *He’s president again

69. Lemur from Madagascar

70. Public health promoting org.

71. NBA venue

72. ____ en scene

73. Be mistaken

74. Smallest detectable sensation

DOWN

1. ___ cry

2. Reunion attendee

3. “____ the wiser”

4. House duty

5. Pulled with a jerk

6. And others, for short

7. Cowboy’s boot prod

8. Its name is not known

9. Paul McCartney’s “____ on the 

Run”

10. In real-time

11. Seed cover

12. Western cord necktie

15. Promised Land

20. *Obama, President-_____, e.g.

22. Chowed down

24. Pig iron predecessor

25. Accompanies seizure

26. Turkish bigwig

27. Nobel Prize, e.g.

29. Came or climbed down

31. What Eminem does

32. Court orders, e.g.

33. Freeze over

34. *Perestroika leader, nickname

36. Tim Duncan, e.g.

38. Where things are made to order

42. Famous fabulist

45. *Mohandas or Indira

49. Canine command

51. ______ tunnel

54. Irritate by rubbing

56. Resin-producing tree

57. Hat part

58. Feminine of raja

59. “____ of the earth”

60. Used for measuring land

61. *Eisenhower was a five-____ 

general

62. Big-ticket ___

63. Supreme Court count

66. *Famous for New Deal

68. Old-fashioned form of Anna
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By Donna Lamb & Kenton Kirby

The announcement Monday 

that key legislative leaders, under 

threat of a government shutdown, 

had agreed to  go along with Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo’s do-or-die budget 

proposal, does not go over well with 

thousands of city and state employ-

ees who turned out Thursday, 

March 24, to make their voices 

heard.
“I’m fit to be tied,”  John Quesnoe, 

a Brooklyn  barber,” complained to 

a Caribbean Life reporter. “Why 

should we have to bear the burden, 

while the rich get off scotch free.” 

Qesnoe was among the several 

thousand union members, students 

and community activists, mem-

bers of District Council 37 -- the 

largest labor union in New York 

City, rallied outside City Hall and 

marched through the financial dis-

trict with a clear message: “Stop 

threatened budget cuts that would 

cause schools to close, tuition to 

rise, severely cut social services 

and force thousands more layoffs of 

municipal workers.”

Their anger was with the rich, 

who they insisted must pay their 

fair share of city and state taxes, so 

that the rest of society is not forced 

to carry a disproportionate amount 

of the New York financial burden. 

Days before a compromise was 

reached between  Senate  leader  

By David Mcfadden

KINGSTON, Jamaica 

(AP) — Jamaican Prime 

Minister Bruce Golding 

said Thursday that U.S. 

Embassy officials displayed 

a “belligerent attitude” 

toward his government 

after Washington sought 

the extradition of a reputed 

crime boss with ties to his 

political party.

Golding said the U.S. 

Embassy’s charge d’affaires 

pressured his justice 

minister to quickly hand 

over alleged drug kingpin 

Christoper “Dudus” Coke 

during at least two phone 

calls within days of his 

government receiving the 

August 2009 extradition 

FIT TO BE TIED
Unions fight back against 

state, city budget cuts

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5

Jamaica 

complains 

about U.S. 

pressure

At workers’ 

rally, student 

mounts charg-

ing bull to sym-

bolize defeat 

of Wall Street 

values. 

Photo by 

Donna Lamb
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By Ben Fox and Trenton Daniel
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Former Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand “Titid” Aristide returned 
home from seven years in exile to a 
celebrity welcome Friday, mobbed 
by close allies and journalists out-
side his private plane before being 
hustled into an airport VIP lounge 
as crowds of supporters rallied in 
the streets outside the terminal.

Aristide waved and blew a kiss 

to the small crowd at the runway, 
then began to deliver a speech 
in which he thanked his chant-
ing, jubilant supporters. His wife, 
Mildred, wept.“This man is our father, with-

out him we haven’t lived,” said 
31-year-old Sainvil Petit-Frere, 
one of about 3,000 cheering and 
chanting supporters in a quickly 
growing crowd. “This is the doctor 

By Nelson A. KingThe United Nations said on Mar. 17 that 33 countries will participate this week in the Caribbean region’s first full-scale tsunami warning exercise as part of its efforts to test and strengthen the region’s defenses against such disasters. The U.N. said the exercise, dubbed “Caribe Wave 11,” aims to test the early warn-ing system for tsunamis and other coastal hazards set up in the region in 2005 by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), established under the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The exercise will be based on a fictional earth-quake measuring 7.6 on the 

TITID’S 
BACKAristide returns to Haiti

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Full-scale 
tsunami 
drills

Haiti’s former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide gestures to supporters 

from the plane as his wife Mildred stands behind him as they arrive to 

the airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday March 18, 2011. 

 

AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini
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By Nelson A. King 
The United States has approved 

eight more airports for charter 
flights to and from Cuba, permit-
ting more people to travel to the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean coun-
try.

Obama administration officials 
said the airports include Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield-Jackson, the world’s 
busiest, and Chicago’s O’Hare 
International Airport. 

The other airports approved 
include those in Baltimore, 

Dallas/Fort Worth, New Orleans, 
Pittsburgh, Tampa and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Prior to the March 9 decision, 
flights to Cuba were only allowed 
from Los Angeles, Miami, and New 
York. 

The expanded flights are in 
keeping with Obama’s decision, 
announced earlier this year, to 
further reach out to the Cuban 
people. 

“As Hartsfield-Jackson is the 

By Bert Wilkinson 
For the second time this 

month, Caribbean govern-
ments have been forced to 
go into emergency mode 
to check on the well-being 
of, or arrange for the hasty 
departure of citizens from 
far-away countries plagued 
by civil unrest or natural 
disaster, with the latest 
relating to the plight of 
nationals living in Japan, as 
the country reels from last 
week’s devastating earth-
quake, tsunami and fears of 
a nuclear meltdown. 

A month ago, diplomats 
at foreign ministries across 
the region were working 
feverishly to make contact 
with and arrange flights 
for Caribbean citizens who 
wanted to abandon mostly 
Islamic study stints, tour-
ism and petroleum indus-
try jobs as civil unrest 
boiled in Egypt and later in 
neighboring Libya.

Hours after the 8.9 
magnitude quake struck 
Japan, calls were placed by 
Caribbean governments to 
Tokyo and other Japanese 
cities where nationals from 

OPEN 
SKIES 

TO CUBA
U.S. creates easier 
access to Havana

Continued on page 5 Continued on page 4

Scramble 
to locate 
Caribs 
abroad
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All O’ That Is Mas!
Trinidad and Tobago celebrated one of the best carnivals in 
recent memory, culminating on March 15 with the grand Mardi 
Gras competition at Queens Park Savannah in Port of Spain. 
This  Yuma masquerader, was a delight to onlookers as she 
waded across the stage.  See Page 27.  Photo by Coral King

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more 

 Updated every weekday!
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1.866.MOBILITY  |  ATT.COM/NETWORK  |  VISIT A STOREC

The speed of AT&T  
 covers New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 920
With FREE wireless charging plate

Buy any  Windows Phone and save 
up to $200 on an  ASUS VivoTab™ RT.

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Offer expires 1/10/13 or while promotional supplies last. Buy any Windows Phone, get $200 off an ASUS VivoTab RT offer: Nokia Lumia 920 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.) or Mobile Share plan on Windows Phone. Tablet requires new 2-yr 
agreement with data (min $14.99/mo.) or Mobile Share plan. Prepaid not eligible. Limit 2 tablets purchased under this offer. Discount is off of the tablet and will not exceed price of tablet. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged the difference between the discounted price and nondiscounted 
price for the device not returned. Free Charging Plate Offer: Nokia Lumia 920 purchase required with 2-yr wireless agreement. $50 credit amount is based on pretax price of charging plate accessory and will be applied to handset price. If you return the smartphone, you will be charged the full price for the charging plate if not 
returned. Only available for a limited time. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans):
If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35 for smartphones and 10% of sales price for tablets. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a 
Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges.  Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images 
simulated. Microsoft Windows Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$69999 

$49999
ASUS VIVOTAB™ RT

Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement with qualifying voice 
and data plans or Mobile Share plan on eligible smartphone 

and monthly data or Mobile Share plan on tablet.

Offer includes a free keyboard 
with VivoTab purchase (a $169 value).

Offer requires new 2-year commitment on the phone and active 
Mobile Share or postpaid Mobile Share data plan on the tablet.
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