
Celebrate the hypnotic, unifying grip of Thandiswa Mazwai, 
backed by an All-Star band at Lincoln Center on June 16.
See Page 32. Photo courtesy Pan Jazz

Rebel Sounds

By Nelson A. King
A number of Caribbean 

states have underscored the 
need for action to improve 
food security, including cur-
rent and future proposals to 
provide citizens with access 
to abundant, safe, and nutri-
tious food.

The Organization of 
American States (OAS) said 
on Tuesday that was the con-
sensus emerging from the 
second plenary of the 42nd 
OAS General Assembly in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia. 

The heads of delegation of 
Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Guyana, Suriname,  St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and Grenada, 
among other countries, gave 
an overview of existing obsta-
cles to food security, noting 
steps taken by their countries 
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WE’RE OPEN
Monday through Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
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Employment Pgs 35-40
• Sales Help Wanted
• Medical Help Wanted
• General Help Wanted
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• Professional, Commercial
   And Residential Services
• Attorneys
• Home Improvement
• Moving & Storage

• Financing / Loans
• Business For Sale
• Misc. Business Opps
• And More

• Rentals
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• Open Houses
• Commercial RE
• And More

• Career Training
• Education Services
• Tutoring
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• Autos For Sale
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                CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
                PRINT & ONLINE SALES

Location: Downtown Brooklyn (MetroTech Ctr.)

We are seeking motivated classifi ed advertising sales
representatives for our group of 40+ weekly and monthly

newspapers, annual magazines and specialty publications.
News Corporation’s Community Newspaper Group (CNG)

is dedicated to providing advertising services to local
community and regional businesses. The position involves

selling advertising, working closely with clients to achieve
and exceed customers’ expectations, maintaining and
developing a client base and seeking new business

opportunities via telephone.

Requirements:
• Clear speaking voice
• Computer literate
• Ability to work unsupervised and in a close team environment
• Previous sales experience highly regarded

Position pays salary plus commission, 401K, Medical

Please send your resume and cover letter to 
Email: atarley@cnglocal.com

EOE

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

Why pay more 
for

Your gas bill?
When working for us,

you can get your
Con Ed or Nat’l Grid

Bill lowered!
Consultants 

Needed Now!
P/T or F/T 

Free training available
Call Dennis 

646-327-0601
Go to our Websites:
www.denys.energy526.com 
www.denys.joinambit.com

Real Estate Sales 
Immed. Hire. 

No experience Neces-
sary. Great Training. 

Good 
commission split. 
For more info call 

Patricia R.E. 
347-385-8597

➤ EMPLOYMENT Career Training
Education 260

Medical Office Assistant - EKG Tech - Phlebotomy - Medical Lab Tech - Medical Records Clerk - 
Medical Transcriber Medical Claims Clerk - Medical Claims Analyst - Medical Records Supervisor 

- Medical Office Administrator - Medical Lab Supervisor - Medical Office Manager - 
Medical Insurance Processor - Medical Secretary - Medical Billing - Medical Coding and More

Don’t Settle For Less, Reward Yourself With One Of These Growing Medical Careers!

TAKE ACTION TODAY FOR SUCCESS TOMORROW

FRANKLIN CAREER INSTITUTE
The Key to Your Success

DON’T WAIT TO BE LAID-OFF OR DOWNSIZED
BEFORE YOU START TO UPSIZE YOUR CAREER

In Today’s Economic Climate, Upsizing Your Career Should Be A
Primary Concern. Through Our Complimentary Career Assessment

We Can Show You How Easy It Is To Upsize Your Career To One Of The
Exciting and Good Paying Medical Careers Listed Below:

The Allied Medical Industry Is Growing
By Leaps and Bounds!

SPECIAL
READER
BONUS $FreeFree

couponscoupons
to saveto save
you cashyou cash

The latest Caribbean news and information at www.caribbeanlifenews.com
Continued on page 4

By Nelson A. King &amp; Kenton 
Kirby

New York’s Empire State Building 
on Wednesday began honoring  the 
Caribbean by lighting its world-

famous tower in blue, green and 
yellow in celebration of Caribbean 
Week 2012.   

Organized by the Caribbean 
Continued on page 4

EMPIRE
STATE

SALUTE
Caribbean Week 2012 

Fighting
extreme
poverty

Souls of Souls of 
Our FeetOur Feet

Page 31Page 31

Been In An Accident?

Arthur Hill

Call Ross & Hill, Esqs. at 718-855-2324
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

*Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome - expenses payable at conclusion of case

FREE 
Consultation

NO FEE 
Unless Successful

James Ross William C. Thompson
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Metropolitan Jack & Jill, Inc. 
and Jack and Jill Alumni, Inc. a 
501(c)3 not-for-profit organiza-
tion with a mission to support,  
as well as provide civic, cultural, 
educational and social support to 
youth and encourage them to con-
sider entrepreneurship, hosted an 
e-book launch and reception at 
the Schomburg Center for African 
American Research for Christina 
Lewis Halpern, author of “Lonely 
At The Top” -- a memoir about 
her emotional journey through 
Harvard College and the struggles 
she faced living in the shadow of 
her entrepreneur father, the late 
Reginald F. Lewis, who also author 
a book titled, “Why Should White 
Boy Have All the Fun.”

In a lively conservation, 
Christina was interviewed by Sarah 
Lewis (no relation), who also grew 
up in Jack & Jill, an organiza-
tion noted for fostering academic 
excellence and civic responsibility. 
Christina discussed what it was 
like being the daughter of her 
famous father. the first African 
American billionaire. 

“Despite obvious material 
advantages,”  I regularly grappled 
with fears of failure… of never 

being able to live up to the larger-
than-life image of my father, or 
of not fulfilling the often unreal 
expectations others had of me.  
She also said, “… anxiety about 
being pre-judged, for better or 
worse, at times left me doubting 
my considerable gifts in a number 
of areas.”

Detailed throughout the mem-
oir is a poignant journey of self-
discovery and renewed confidence 
gained through deeper understand-

ing of her father and appreciation 
for what he was able to achieve.

After the interview, the audi-
ence weighed in with questions: 
Why was she compelled to write 
the book? Why the sharing of her 
father’s grades? How did she han-
dle his death? How ultimately did 
she conquer her fears, and has she 
totally succeeded? The inspiring 
answers can be found in “Lonely At 
The Top,” a Top-10 Kindle single 
memoir available on Amazon.

Caribbean 
Roundup

News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Guyana

The Guyana govern-
ment plans to open offices 
in the country’s interior 
to cut down gold smug-
gling and ensure miner’s 
safety.

This was announced 
by Natural Resources 
Minister Robert Persaud 
who said the offices will 
be opened on the north-
west region near the bor-
der with Venezuela and in 
the western river town of 
Charity.

Miners currently have 
to travel hundreds of miles 
to sell gold at the Guyana 
Gold Board offices in the 
capital Georgetown or the 
nearby city of Bartica.

The announcement 
comes as miners com-
plain about being robbed, 
assaulted and sometimes 
being killed en route to 
the offices.

Persaud said that as 
much as 400,000 ounc-
es of gold are smuggled 
out the South American 
country each year to 
neighboring Suriname, 
where royalties and taxes 
are much lower. 

Guyana

Authorities in Guyana’s 
main airport have revoked 
security passes for a dozen 
employees following an 
increase in cocaine-stuffed 
suitcases intercepted on 
flights to New York.

The CEO of Cheddi 
Jagan International 
Airport said that authori-
ties have “canceled about 
a dozen passes of con-
tracted baggage handlers 
and others.’

There have been at 
least four drug smuggling 
cases on flights to New 
York’s John F Kennedy 
Airport over the last year. 

Continued on page 18

By Chudi Chukwudi
To celebrate the 25th anniver-

sary of World No Tobacco Day 
last week, the NYC Coalition for 
a Smoke-Free City, a health advo-
cacy group that works to increase 
awareness of tobacco control 
issues,  gathered New York City 
youth from all five boroughs to a 
rally in Washington Square Park 
in Manhattan to send a clear mes-
sage to the tobacco industry about 
their retail store marketing and 
advertising: We’ve Seen Enough!    

“In NYS alone, over $1 million 
a day is spent on tobacco market-
ing. While we have seen decreases 
in smoking rates in some Brooklyn 
neighborhoods, there are still over 
4,000 youth who are still smok-
ing,” said Rachelle Rochelle, bor-
ough manager, Brooklyn Smoke-
Free Partnership.   “We have to 
do all we can to prevent any more 
youth from picking up this deadly 
habit.” 

World No Tobacco Day 2012 
educated policy-makers, youth 
and the general public about Big 
Tobacco’s tactics and sent a strong 

message to the industry’s giants.  
With a quarter of all high school 
seniors and a third of all young 
adults smoking, and with the 
progress in reducing tobacco use 
by youth slowing dramatically, the 
time for action is now.     

Sheelah Feinberg, executive 

director of the NYC Coalition 
for a Smoke-Free City said, “We 
know that the more our youth 
are exposed to tobacco market-
ing, the more likely they are to 
smoke.  The Coalition is commit-
ted to reducing youth exposure 

Young people force a reality 
check on a smoke-prone city

E-book launch at the Shomburg

The Washington Square Park rally. 
 New York Coalition for a Smoke Free City

By Bert Wilkinson
A coalition representing 

Caribbean gays, lesbians and sex 
workers Saturday demanded that 
regional negotiators include them 
in European Union (EU)  funding 
available to social and vulnerable 
groups, saying negotiators ought 
to rethink current definitions of 
needy groups and bring them in 
before it is too late.

Ian McKnight and John Waters 
of the Caribbean Vulnerable 
Communities Coalition that 
includes the gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and the prison inmate 
community said the group is on 
a mission to drum up support to 
be included to be part of Euro4M 
available from the EU develop-
ment fund to 15 Caribbean Forum 
countries including the Dominican 
Republic.

“We are asking the press to 
partner with us on this,” said 
McKnight as the regional gay and 
lesbian lobby steps up pressure on 
authorities for greater acceptance 
and tolerance of their lifestyle. 

Funding 
for gays, 
lesbians 

Region 
urged to 
invest for 
growth

By Nelson A. King
The  executive secretary of 

the United Nation’s Economic 
Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC), 
Alicia Bárcena, has urged 
Caribbean economic growth 
be based on investment, inte-
gration and innovation. 

“We propose a strategy for 
economic growth that priori-
tizes structural change, based 
on investment, integration and 
innovation, as well as strength-
ening public action for redis-
tributing resources and pro-
moting equality,” said Bárcena 
in a message sent to partici-
pants in the second Caribbean 
Development Round Table, 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 5

Jack& Jill E-Book launch at Schomburg Center
 Photo by Gideon Manasseh
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By Kingsley Doyle
Atlantic Terrace, an award-win-

ning housing development with 80 
affordable, mixed-income co-op units 
opened up June 1 in Brooklyn’s Fort 
Greene neighborhood.

Located at 212 South Oxford St., 
the  remarkable new development 
adds 80 new co-op units to the 
130,770 units of affordable housing, 
giving New Yorkers the opportunity 
to put down roots in various neigh-
borhood as new homeowners.

“Atlantic Terrace is yet anoth-
er crucial piece in the City 
Administration’s revitalization of 

Downtown Brooklyn,” Deputy Mayor 
Robert K. Steel said at the official 
opening ceremony.

 “The Affordable Housing 
Corporation (AHC)’s investment in 
this beautiful project was supple-
mented by the State of New York 
Mortgage Agency (SONYMA), which 
provided low-cost mortgages to 
many of the first-time homebuyers 
who will call Atlantic Terrace home.

That is the epitome of what we 
and are partners, in this case the 
Fifth Avenue Committee, strive for: 
to create housing that is the center 
of strong neighborhoods populated 

by people who care about where they 
live, nurture their surroundings and 
give these communities their indi-
vidual 

All units at Atlantic Terrace have 
been sold. For more information 
regarding the lottery process, cur-
rent housing lotteries, how to apply 
to an open lottery, and to receive 
an e-mail when HPD has updated 
its website concerning available 
apartment and home listings for 
City-subsidized housing in the five 
boroughs, please visit the Apartment 
Seekers and Homebuyers pages at 
www.nyc.gov/hpd.

Affordable housing sprouts 
in Downtown Brooklyn

Atlantic Terrace. NYC Affordable Housing Corporation.

By Nelson A. King
Deteriorating relations 

between the islanders and 
the Dutch government have 
led to a “volatile situation” 
on the Dutch Caribbean 
island of Bonaire, Radio 
Netherlands Worldwide 
said on Monday 

It said Cedric Soleana 
of the campaign group 
Concerned Bonairians 
over the weekend warned 
Gov. Lydia Emerencia that 
“riots could break out at 
any moment.”

“Mr. Soleana warned of 
rioting comparable to the 
massive May 1969 riots in 
Curaçao, which broke out 
in protest against the then 
Dutch rulers,” said Radio 
Netherlands Worldwide in 
a statement. 

Bonaire was one of five 
islands that formed the 
Netherlands Antilles until 
the major political reforms 
implemented in October 
2010.

 In a referendum held 
on each of the islands, the 
people of Curaçao and St 
Maarten voted to become 
autonomous nations 
within the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands; while 
Bonaire, Saba and St 
Eustatius chose to become 
special Dutch munici-
palities. Aruba, the sixth 
Dutch Caribbean island, 
was the first to become 
autonomous in 1986. 

Radio Netherlands 
Worldwide said Bonairians 
have been complaining 

about rising prices for a 
long time. 

“And there is widespread 
dissatisfaction with the 
island’s status as ‘special 
public body’,” it said. 

“At the time of the ref-
erendum, people expected 
the island to become a 
municipality like any other 
in the Netherlands, includ-
ing Dutch social security,” 
it added. 

Radio Netherlands 
Worldwide said the cam-
paign group is demanding 
a new referendum, pre-
senting a petition to Queen 
Beatrix during her visit to 
the island last year. 

“More than a year ago, 
the US dollar was intro-
duced on the island and 
taxes were increased. As 
a result, a large propor-
tion of the islanders can 
no longer make ends 
meet,” Radio Netherlands 
Worldwide said. 

“The growing number of 
Dutch citizens moving to 
the island has sparked seri-
ous tensions between the 
two population groups,” it 
added. 

Soleana said Bonairians 
are “tired of talking and 
tired of all the promises.

“You can take it as a 
threat, but after today 
we’re done talking,” Radio 
Netherlands Worldwide 
quoted Seleana as saying. 

“We’ll go to jail if we 
have to, in the name of 
justice and of the people,” 
he added. 

Bonaire facing 
major political
transformation

By Nelson King
The United States’ 

National Security Council 
(NSC) announced this week 
that a State Department dip-
lomat with Cuba experience 
will become the new head of 
the Council’s Latin America 
and Caribbean policy.

The NSC said Ricardo 
Zuniga, who was posted to 
the U.S. diplomatic mission 
in Havana in the early 2000s 

as a human rights specialist, 
will replace Dan Restrepo.

Restrepo has been 
President Barack Obama’s 
chief on Latin America and 
Caribbean policy since early 
2007. 

The NSC said he will quit 
as Senior Director for the 
Western Hemisphere at the 
end of the month, moving 
to the private sector.

In a State Department 

staff award in 2003, Zuniga 
was cited for his “compre-
hensive reporting.”

It described Zuniga’s 
work with human rights 
groups and activists in Cuba 
as “substantial.”

Restrepo, who is of 
Colombian descent, “made 
history in April 2009 as 
the first person to speak 
Spanish from the White 
House podium,” Deputy 

National Security Advisor 
Denis McDonough said. 

With Restrepo at the 
White House, Obama relin-
quished former President 
George W. Bush’s tough pol-
icies on Cuba and returned 
to the warmer policies of 
the former President Bill 
Clinton era, arguing that 
engagement with Havana is 
more productive than con-
frontation. 

Obama has lifted vir-
tually all restrictions on 
Cuban-Americans travelling 
and sending money to the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean 
island and expanded the 
opportunities for non-
Cuban Americans to visit 
the island on so-called “peo-
ple-to-people” trips.

But more gestures were 
largely halted after U.S. 
government subcontractor 

Alan Gross was arrested in 
Havana in 2009 and sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison 
on charges of undermin-
ing Cuban sovereignty by 
delivering three satellite tel-
ephones to Cuban Jews.

Some regional analysts 
have lauded Obama for his 
Cuba initiatives but con-
demned him for failing to 
lift the 50-year-old trade 
and economic embargo.

New U.S. ambassador with Cuba smarts takes over
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Tourism Organization (CTO), 
the annual affair began June 
4 and ends on June 9 has 
been attracting a variety of 
artists, performers, celebrity 
chefs, fashion designers, mod-
els, investors, government 
officials and other strategic 
partners, as well as would-be 
vacationers to the Caribbean 
and seasoned travelers who 
have been converging on New 
York for the week of acivi-
ties which began Sunday and 
invoved, music, fashion, food, 

The CTO said the week 
of activities that showcase 
the “diversity and vibrancy” 
of the region also offered 
Caribbean vacations at special 
prices available only during 
Caribbean Week.  

“We are honored that the 
famous New York City sky-
line once again will be shin-
ing in blue, green and yellow 
in celebration of Caribbean 
Week for all of the city’s resi-
dents and visitors to see,” said 
Fernando Abreu, deputy direc-
tor of marketing for the CTO 
at the opening ceremony. We 
appreciate the Empire State 
Building’s ongoing support of 
this annual series of events by 

lighting the iconic building 
in the Caribbean’s traditional 
colors,” he added. 

The week-long celebration 
also includes meetings and sem-
inars for ministers of tourism, 
directors of tourism, national 
tourist office representatives 
and other key tourism and hos-
pitality personalities from the 
around the Caribbean. 

At a day-long event on 
Wednesday at New York’s 
celebrated Grand Central 
Terminal, Caribbean Week 
activities were geared also 
to promote unique vacation 
experiences to consumers, as 
well as staging the annual 
Media Marketplace which 
draws travel writers from 
across North America.

Caribbean Week in New York 
is the largest regional tourism 
activity in the New York area and 
typically attracts tens of thou-
sands of participants to its largest 
event: the Caribbean Travel and 
Cultural Fair and Vacation Mart, 
where consumers can purchase 
trips at special Caribbean Week 
rates.   Destinations and hotels 
from across the Caribbean 
were on display at New York’s 
Grand Central Terminal on 
Wednesday. 

by their countries to combat malnu-
trition and chronic hunger, the OAS 
said. 

It said member state representatives 
also pledged to seek regional solutions, 
through the OAS.

 Haiti’s Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Laurent Lamothe, 
thanked regional countries for helping 
his country deal with the devastating 
effects of the massive January 2010 
earthquake.

“We are now beginning to sense a 
new breath of life in Haiti,” he said. 
“The government that I am honored 
to lead has set itself a basic priority of 
fighting extreme poverty.

“It is also undoubtedly one of the major goals we 
have set ourselves in our country, together with the 
elimination of poverty and inequalities that affect our 
population,” added Lamothe about food security. 

Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad 
and Tobago to the OAS, said that food security was 
ultimately the responsibility of each national gov-
ernment, and should be reflected as a priority in the 
budgets of each country.

He said the issue of food security, combined with 
the intrinsic vulnerability of our region, constitutes 
a “serious threat to the wellbeing of our peoples.”

Parson lamented his country’s high 
level of dependence on foreign food 
sources, but was optimistic about the 
future. 

He said Trinidad and Tobago 
remained optimistic that, with 
national, hemispheric, and interna-
tional action, “we can ensure that our 
citizens have reliable access to the 
food they need.”

Guyana’s Foreign Minister, Carolyn 
Rodrigues-Birkett, warned that food 
insecurity represented scary problems 
for humanity, and could unfold more 
quickly than expected.

She identified part of the problem 
as a gap between food production and 
demand “due to the nature of interna-

tional food trade and price volatility.”
Rodriques-Birkett said her delegation had, there-

fore, urged the OAS to strengthen coordination with 
the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA) to promote research and develop-
ment, strengthen national capacities, and promote 
science, technology, and innovation. 

Niermala Hindori-Badrising, the Permanent 
Representative of Suriname to the OAS, said that the 
issue of food security and access to food should be a 
priority in national and international policies. 

In this regard, she said that food security in 

Continued from cover

Continued from cover

N.Y. Honors CaribbeanRegional leaders underscore 
the need for food security

As seen on the
Dr. Oz Show

After

Dramatic results within a matter 
of weeks with our safe & effective 

medical weight loss program!

NO Expensive Supplements

NO Meals to Buy

NO Meetings to Attend

NO Surgery

Plans for men & women

718.285.8807
Brooklyn and Long Island Locations 516.295.7400

www.ConquertheCrave.com

oror

M.D. Supervised Program

Before

Caribbean Life callers 
sign up by July 4th to 
save an additional

10% OFF
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MEDICAL, COSMETIC & SURGICAL DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

Acne
Cysts
Warts
Moles
Scalp conditions
Rashes
Psoriasis

HPV infections
Hair loss
Spider veins
Genital warts
Nail problems
Keloids
Complexion problems

Eczema
Skin allergies
Blemishes
White & dark spots
STD’s
Herpes
Fungal conditions

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse, Fillers, Laser Hair & Vein Removal, 

Xtrac Laser for Psoriasis and Vitiligo, Chemical Peels, Cosmetic 

Skin Treatments, Contact Allergy Testing

718-636-0425

27 8th Avenue

(One block from Prospect Park)

Brooklyn, NY 11217

212-288-1300

1000 Park Avenue

(At 84th Street)

New York, NY 10028

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED (FOR MEDICAL SERVICES)

ALSO

to tobacco marketing.  We 
are honored to be joined 
by our leaders in the State 
Assembly who are help-
ing us protect the health 
of New York City’s youth 
and ensure that they don’t 
become the next genera-
tion of smokers.”

State Assembly mem-
bers Jeffrey Dinowitz 
(D-Bronx), Hakeem Jeffries 
(D-Brooklyn), Grace Meng 
(D-Queens), Richard N. 
Gottfried (D-Manhattan), 
and Lou Tobacco (R-Staten 
Island) were recognized at 
the rally for being cham-
pions of tobacco control.  
Assemblyman Lou Tobacco 
received special recogni-
tion for his tireless efforts 
in protecting the health of 
New Yorkers.   

“Smoking rates for most 
New Yorkers, including 
teenagers, have declined 
over the last decade due 
to aggressive tobacco con-

trol programs. Yet, tobacco 
rates remain stubbornly 
high in many predomi-
nantly African-American 
and Latino communities,” 
said Jeffries. “As long as 
we allow Big Tobacco to 
keep actively spending 
advertising dollars in our 
communities, children will 
continue to be attracted to 
their deadly products.”

According to the Surgeon 
General’s Report released 
in March 2012, “Preventing 
Tobacco Use Among Youth 
and Young Adults,” far too 
many young people are still 
using tobacco.  Most adult 
daily smokers (88%) report 
that they first smoked by 
the time they were 18 years 
old, 99% of them before 
age 26.  Each day across 
the United States, over 
3,800 youth under 18 start 
smoking.  There is also 
an increase in smokeless 
tobacco use among NYC 
youth.  If the current trend 

continues, in 2020, almost 
8% of NYC youth will be 
using smokeless tobacco 
products.  Tobacco use 
remains the number one 
cause of preventable death 
and disease in the United 
States. 

The Coalition was joined 
by Reality Check, the NY 
state youth movement 
against the marketing 
practices of the tobacco 
industry, to mark the 25th 
anniversary of this tobac-
co holiday created by the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) in 1987.  Reality 
Check was recently named 
Youth Advocates of the 
Year by the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids for 
their leadership in the fight 
against tobacco.

Local hip-hop artists 
Vernon “Dyverse” Wooten 
and Queen Nani paid trib-
ute to World No Tobacco 
Day by performing their 
hip-hop tracks.

Young people draw 
the line on smoking
Continued from page 2
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Weeknight  
Service Changes  

June 11 through 15 
10PM to 5AM
No trains between Grand Central-42 St and  
Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr in both directions on  
four consecutive weeknights due to FASTRACK  
maintenance and repairs.

Our FASTRACK subway maintenance program continues

Stay Informed

“There is an emerging threat 
to civil society that might 
have the strong possibility 
of excluding those who we 
call vulnerable population 
from a very large grant that 
will benefit the Caribbean 
region,” he said.

The money is being set 
aside to help civil soci-
ety groups to become more 
organized and assist in devel-
opment in respective coun-
tries.

McKnight drug abusers, 
orphans, youths in danger-
ous circumstances, depor-
tees and children should also 
be considered as part of the 
vulnerable groups for fund-
ing as the coalition called for 
a review of who is classified 
as vulnerable.

Caricom spokesman 
Leonard Robertson said he 
was unaware of the group 
and its mission but the coa-
lition blamed consultants 
hired by governments on the 
EU project for leaving them 
in the cold through a nar-
row definition of vulnerable 
groups.

“The disenfranchised 
groups we work with are 
socially marginalized and 

sometimes it is sometimes 
politically contentious for the 
broader society and govern-
ments to embrace strength-
ening these groups but there 
is a dire need to integrate 
these groups into Caribbean 
society,” Waters said.

Emboldened by sup-
port from western govern-
ments and even the United 
Nations, gay and lesbian 
groups in the region have 
been unashamedly rais-
ing their profile and have 
even forced authorities in 
Guyana to begin consul-
tations on whether bug-
gery and cross dressing 
laws should b amended or 
scrubbed altogether from 
the law books.

Several groups includ-
ing the Christian churches 
have already signaled their 
intentions to oppose any 
change in regulations, 
contending that govern-
ment is subtly bowing to 
pressure from the west to 
change in order to access 
some types of concession 
funding. Similar pressure is 
also be targeted as Jamaica, 
considered one of the most 
homophobic countries on 
the planet. 

celebrated in Georgetown, 
Guyana, on May 31 

Organized by the ECLAC 
sub-regional headquarters 
for the Caribbean in collabo-
ration with the Office of the 
President of the Republic of 
Guyana, the event’s central 
topic is “Macroeconomic 
Policies for a Structural 
Transformation and the 
Social Protection of Small 
States.” 

ECLAC said government, 
private sector, international 
organizations and civil soci-
ety representatives will dis-
cuss how small states can 
increase economic diversifi-
cation, improve their access 
to financing sources and 
strengthen social protection 
systems despite their fiscal 
limitations. 

Bárcena said the drop in 
revenues from tourism and 
remote financial services, 
as a result of the recent 

world economic crisis, has 
revealed structural defi-
ciencies among Caribbean 
economies, such as a lack 
of export diversification and 
the dependence on a reduced 
number of markets. 

“The search for new mar-
kets and trade relations 
that are consistent with the 
emerging innovative trade 
dynamics is an important 
factor to be included in new 
multilateral cooperation 
agendas,” she said. 

“In fact, South-South 
cooperation is an essential 
strategy for small states to 
pursue sustainable develop-
ment,” she added. 

Bárcena said considering 
the on-going challenges to 
global economy, the role 
of integration has become 
even more urgent.

She, therefore, called for 
the doubling of efforts to 
implement regional agree-
ments.

Vulnerable groups 
seek inclusion

Investing for growth

Continued from page 2

Continued from page 2
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SUMMER 
SALE
25%-5O% OFF 
WHAT YOU NEED TO 
GET SET FOR SUMMER!
PLUS, TAKE AN EXTRA 2O% OR 15% OFF† 
WITH YOUR MACY’S CARD OR PASS
†EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS

EXTRA 2O% OFF

WOW! PASS

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM & HER 
EXTRA 15% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE FINE & 

FASHION JEWELRY, WATCHES, HANDBAGS, COATS, 
SUITS, DRESSES, INTIMATES; SUIT SEPARATES, 

SPORTCOATS & SHOES FOR HIM & SELECT HOME ITEMS
Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, shoes for her, apparel for girls, 

boys & infants, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, 
cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special 
orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot 
be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except 
opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. 

OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

VALID 6/6-6/13/2012

EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & 
CLEARANCE APPAREL! 

(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY 
+ EXTRA 2O% OR 15% OFF! 
Free shipping with $99 purchase. Use promo code: 
SUMMER for extra savings; offer valid 6/6-6/13/2012. 
Exclusions apply; see macys.com for details.

Enter for the chance to win* a Brasil fantasy trip 
for 4, courtesy of Delta Air Lines and Pestana Rio 
Atlantica Hotel! To enter, text BRASIL to 62297 or 
visit macys.com/brasilsweeps  
*Standard data and text rates may apply; see below for details.

A MAGICAL JOURNEY

SUMMER SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 6/6-6/17/2012. �*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to legal residents of the 48 United States (& D.C.) who are 
18 and older. Void where prohibited. Sweepstakes ends 7/15/12. For Official Rules, prize descriptions and odds disclosure, visit macys.com/brasilsweeps. 
Sponsor: Macy’s Corporate Services, Inc.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are 
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.
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Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center 
585 Schenectady Avenue 

Brookyln, NY 11203 
Tel: 718-363-6983

Now accepting new patients
Office Hours: Mon-Sat 8am to 7pm | www.oseikwakyeobgyn.com

Compassionate, Personalized and Specialized Women’s Health Care

Dr. Kwakye-Berko Dr. Solomon Osei

The most recent seizure was 
recently when U.S. authori-
ties found six kilograms of 
cocaine on a flight from 
Guyana.

U.S. officials say Guyana 
is a transit point for South 
American drugs bound for 
the U.S. and Europe.

Haiti

Haiti’s new prime min-
ister and his cabinet have 
taken office recently, ending 
a period of deadlock.

Laurent Lamothe and 
his 21 ministers were inau-
gurated in a ceremony on 
the grounds of the National 
Palace.

Lamothe said he wants to 
tackle Haiti’s extreme pov-
erty, which contributed to 
the devastation caused by 
the 2010 earthquake.

President Michel 
Martelly’s first prime minis-
ter resigned after only four 
months in office because 
they wrangled over govern-
ment priorities.

Lamothe ran a global tel-

ecommunications company 
before he entered politics.

Martelly marked one year 
in office last month (May).

Haiti

The residents of a sprawl-
ing community heavily dam-
aged by the Jan. 12, 2010 
devastating earthquake are 
settling back into the neigh-
borhood the rehabilitated 
with help from the United 
States and two non-govern-
mental organizations in the 
impoverished community.

The Katye project to 
rebuild more than 600 
homes in the Haitian capi-
tal’s Ravine Pintade neigh-
borhood was funded by 
an US$ 8.5 million grant 
from the U.S. Agency for in 
International Development’s 
Office of US Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (USAID/OFDA).

U.S. Ambassador to Haiti 
Kenneth Merten said the key 
to the project’s success was 
the integrated nature of its 
activities, including exten-
sive community engage-
ment and a commitment to 

upgrading all aspects of the 
neighborhood for the com-
mon good.

The project also helped 
residents re-establish their 
earthquake economic and 
social structures, the US 
government agency said.

Jamaica

Jamaica’s Fair Trading 
Commission (FTC) has been 
given the green light to 
challenge the controversial 
merger between two mobile 
giants –Digicel and Claro.

Jamaica’s Supreme Court 
recently threw out a petition 
filed by Digicel opposing the 
law suit by the FTC chal-
lenging the merger between 
Digicel and the now defunct 
Claro.

Digicel had contended 
that the FTC did not have 
the jurisdiction or authority 
to challenge the merger.

However, High Court 
judge, Justice Almarie 
Sinclair-Haynes, dismissed 
the Irish-based telecommu-
nication company’s argu-
ment and ruled that the FTC 

had jurisdiction to challenge 
the merger.

The ruling now clears 
the way for the FTC to pro-
ceed with its challenge of 
the March merger in the 
Supreme Court. Digicel says 
it will appeal the ruling.

In March last year, 
Digicel, announced it had 
signed an agreement with 
America Movil to acquire its 
Claro business in Jamaica 
and to sell to America Movil 
its business in Honduras and 
El Salvador.

Former Prime Minister 
Bruce Golding had approved 
the deal in his capacity as 
minister with responsibility 
for telecommunications.

Jamaica

Police in Jamaica say the 
lottery scam worth billions 
of dollars is crumbling fol-
lowing the recent arrest of 
several people including an 
alleged mastermind.

In recent weeks, a special 
detective unit, the Lottery 
Scam Task Force, has been 
tracking those involved in 

a crime syndicate that has 
fleeced thousands of people 
in the United States.

Police said they made a 
recent breakthrough when 
a man thought to be one of 
the masterminds was among 
28 people arrested during 
raids in the western parish 
of St. James.

Task Force leader 
Superintendent Leon Clunis 
said there has been a slow-
down in the syndicate’s 
activities. He said the mas-
termind behind the scam, 
who is a well-known politi-
cal activist, was held in the 
upscale community of Coral 
Gardens. His identity has not 
yet been released.

Recently, scores of people 
believed to be aligned to the 
lottery scam were arrested as 
police seized several assets, 
from cars to household 
appliances.

St. Lucia

St. Lucia is taking steps to 
increase wireless broadband 
(WiFi) Internet penetration 
with an ultimate plan to make 

it free across the country.
This was announced 

by Prime Minister Kenny 
Anthony who said the 
project to make St. Lucia 
“WiFi country” making wire-
less Internet access available 
island wide, was one of his 
administration’s key promis-
es in its election manifesto.

He said the program will 
not be completely rolled out 
by the end of 2012, but the 
government hopes that in 
two or three years, a wireless 
internet connection could be 
available in any public place 
free of charge.

Details of the plan have 
been revealed by Technology 
Minister James Fletcher who 
said that government views 
the development of infor-
mation and communication 
technology as a “key avenue” 
for development.

He said that government 
would also lobby Internet 
service providers to make 
their products more afford-
able for St. Lucians, just as it 
did regarding mobile phone 
prices.

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued from page 2
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Verizon Wireless received the highest numerical score among full service wireless providers in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2011 Vol. 2-2012 Vol 1. Wireless Customer Care Full Service StudiesSM.  2012 Vol. 2 
study based on responses from 9,098 consumers measuring 4 full service wireless providers and measures opinions of consumers who contacted customer care within the past year. Proprietary study results are based 
on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed July–December 2011. Your experience may vary. Visit jdpower.com. 
Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line & add’l charges apply to device capabilities. Offers & coverage, varying 
by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available in more than 200 
cities in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used under license. © 2012 Verizon Wireless. F0078

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE.
Video chat. One more way the whole family wins when you give 
them a smartphone with more 4G LTE coverage than all other 
networks combined.

ENJOY SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 
“Highest Ranked Customer Service Performance among Full Service 
Wireless Providers,” according to J.D. Power and Associates.

DROID 4 by MOTOROLA
Get the best of messaging 
and photo sharing all in one 
with LiveShare.
NOW
ONLY

$9999 
$199.99 2-yr. price – $50 instant savings –  

$50 mail-in rebate debit card.

NOW
ONLY

DROID RAZR by  
MOTOROLA (16 GB)
Use video chat to  
update the whole family  
with no delay on 4G LTE.

           $9999 
$199.99 2-yr. price – $50 instant savings –  

$50 mail-in rebate debit card.

ANY 4G LTE MOTOROLA  
SMARTPHONE. 
ANANYY 4G4G L LTETE M MOTOTOROROLOLAA

$100 OFF
NOW THROUGH JUNE 17

New 2-yr. activation & data pak req’d.

GBGBBBB)))))

mmmmmmilililily y y y 
LTLTLTLTLTTE.EEEE.E
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By Lee H. Hamilton
Americans get angry when they 

learn of government bureaucrats 
spending lavishly at a Las Vegas hotel 
or Secret Service agents consorting 
with prostitutes. As well they should. 
Such conduct wastes money and 
drains Americans’ respect for their 
government.

Washington’s routine for such 
embarrassing revelations is for execu-
tive and legislative officials to express 
shock, demand an investigation, and 
vow that such shenanigans will never 
happen again. A legislative tweak or 
two, some heightened oversight for 
the agencies in question, and then all 
is forgotten until the next scandal — 
which invariably comes along.

The problem with all this isn’t how 
we react to the occasional revelation 
of bureaucratic malfeasance. It’s how 
we don’t act the rest of the time.

Our government is so huge and 
unwieldy that only robust, continu-
ing scrutiny — by Congress and from 
within each department — will keep 
it on course. Yet somehow we seem 
unable to rise to that challenge. The 
result is not just widespread distrust 
of government but, as NYU profes-
sor Paul C. Light — a leading expert 
on the federal bureaucracy — put it 
recently, “enough evidence imbedded 
in recent governmental breakdowns, 
ethical breaches and outright fraud to 
feed the distrust.”

Simply put, our government doesn’t 
work nearly as efficiently and effec-
tively as it could, and Congress and 
top leaders in the bureaucracy bear 
direct responsibility.

Most federal employees behave pro-
fessionally and appropriately; I do not 
believe that the lapses unveiled in the 
GSA or Secret Service scandals are 
common. Nor, however, is miscon-
duct entirely exceptional — it happens 
much too frequently in government, 
even in the military: think of our sol-
diers in Afghanistan burning Korans.

How do we rebuild Americans’ trust 
that the federal government can get 
things right? Four changes are need-
ed, each demanding that officials take 
much more seriously the duty of over-
sight.

First, Congress and the agencies 
themselves must not just react to 
misconduct after the fact, but be alert 
to its possibility in the first place: they 
should expect it will occur, search it 
out, and act to prevent it. Agencies 
need to do regular spot checks on 
what’s taking place in the ranks; 
inspectors general need the staff and 

resources to carry out their jobs effec-
tively; and agencies must instill high 
standards of ethical and professional 
behavior. Congress’s job is to ensure 
that this framework is robust and 
effective.

Second, Congress must insist that 
top layers of the bureaucracy take eth-
ics and efficacy seriously. This is not 
as easy as it sounds. For one thing, 
Cabinet secretaries and agency heads 
understandably want to focus their 
attention on policy. The secretary of 
state has world crises to attend to; the 
secretary of defense has wars to fight. 
Usually, they believe they don’t have 
time for organization and process.

And that is in part because infusing 
a culture of high ethical standards and 
ramrod efficiency is immensely dif-
ficult in the bloated managerial struc-
ture our leaders have allowed to grow. 
As Prof. Light put it in testimony to 
Congress in February, “There have 
never been more layers in government 
or more leaders per layer.”

Third, the civil service system needs 
overhauling. Performance ratings rou-
tinely get inflated, bonuses are passed 
out whether or not deserved, pro-
motions are automatic, disciplinary 
actions are infrequent, few rewards 
exist for genuine excellence and even 
fewer penalties for shoddy perform-
ance.

Finally, huge problems are created 
by duplicate programs and overlap 
— there are 15 agencies assigned to 
food safety, for instance — along with 
wasteful spending, uncollected debts, 
unenforced rules and unmanage-
able programs. Congress bears heavy 
responsibility: it regularly enacts 
programs with competing or simi-
lar objectives, adding unneeded layers 
to an already unmanageable govern-
ment structure. It’s time for concerted 
attention to the big picture.

There’s no question where this 
attention must come from: Congress 
and the White House. It’s popular to 
say these days that “government is the 
problem,” but it is equally true that 
only government can be the answer. 
No one else can fix it. It will take 
dogged effort and a willingness to 
delve into the unglamorous details of 
bureaucratic process. But until that 
happens, scandals and bumbling will 
continue to undermine Americans’ 
trust in their government.

 Lee Hamilton is director of the 
Center on Congress at Indiana 
University. He was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives for 34 
years.
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Op-Eds

By Dr. Gabrielle Goodrick
Decisions about medical procedures and 

patient care should be left to clinicians and 
their patients – not to politicians. As a family 
physician, I understand this, and my goal is 
to provide each patient the individual time 
and attention they need to make the decision 
that is right for them.

Women deserve complete, accurate 
information about their health care. In my 
practice, I ensure that women receive the 
counseling and education that is relevant to 
their care, and document medical informed 
consent to show that the patient’s decision is 
voluntary and informed. Patients’ informed 
consent laws were developed by public health 
officials to make sure that people understand 
the medical treatments they receive.

Unfortunately, under the guise of caring 
about women’s health, abortion opponents 
in my state of Arizona have pushed our 
governor and legislators to mandate onerous 
requirements before a woman can terminate 
a pregnancy. Their version of medical infor-
mation is based on ideology, not medical 
facts.

A central premise of their efforts is a false 
assertion that abortion care is dangerous. 
In fact, abortion care is one of the safest 
and most commonly provided medical pro-
cedures in the United States. Less than 0.3 
percent of abortion patients experience a 
complication that requires hospitalization.  
The overall safety of abortion care is support-
ed by a recent study by Dr. David Grimes and 
Dr. Elizabeth Raymond, released last month 
in the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 

which found that abortion care is 14 times 
safer than childbirth.

This careful and comprehensive analysis 
was based on the most recent U.S. national 
data and a review of research from 1998 to 
2005. The data show that pregnancy-related 
complications and illness are much more 
common in women who choose childbirth, 
compared to those who choose abortion 
care.

Every complication studied was more com-
mon among women having live births than 
among those choosing abortion care. Despite 
what the medicine shows, groups opposed 
to abortion care and to contraception have 
distorted medical informed consent policy to 
misinform women about the potential risks 
of abortion care. State policies like those that 
our legislators have been debating present 
medical findings in a way that is either mis-
leading or patently wrong.

The bottom line: State policies undermine 
women’s health and decision-making if they 
do not give women a true portrayal of the 
medical information they need for the situa-
tion they are in.

Every woman deserves factual medical 
information whenever she is facing a decision 
about her pregnancy. We must make sure 
the information she gets provides the truth 
about her medical care. It is not right for our 
elected officials to take away my ability to 
provide the safe, high-quality evidence-based 
medicine that women need and deserve.

 Dr. Gabrielle Goodrick, MD, is with 
Camelback Family Planning, Phoenix, 
Arizona.

The problem with government 
isn’t about a few bad apples 

Women deserve factual 
medical information
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By Les Slater
All along the countdown to the recall vote in Wisconsin to 

put Scott Walker, the Tea Party sweetheart governor, out of 
business, the lopsided outspending of the pro-Walker forces 
seemed to be issue one. And one shouldn’t be surprised, 
given the transformative capabilities of today’s social media 
explosion, if a particular young man’s emotionally charged 
denunciation of how Walker managed to keep his job, cap-
tured on CNN, becomes a lasting popular culture image. 
“This is the end of democracy in America,” he moaned. “They 
outspent us $34 million to $4 million.” 

We have long felt that there is something obscenely disin-
genuous about this country lecturing others about following 
its lead in the adoption of a democratic system by which to be 
governed, when democracy as practiced here allows for the 
kind of abuse that precipitated that young idealist’s lament 
in Wisconsin. How much of a true spirit of democracy exists 
where attempts at campaign finance reform are dead in the 
water? Or where a right-wing majority of justices on the 
nation’s highest court gives license to outside interests to 
spend in unlimited fashion to influence the outcome of any 
election? 

Samuel Alito, one of the high court conservatives who 
voted in the so-called Citizens United decision to open the 
campaign spending floodgates, dared to disagree with the 
president when he condemned that abominable ruling dur-
ing his State of the Union address in 2010. Irony of ironies, 
Alito and his like-minded clique on the court were placed 
there by that element which is rabidly opposed, ostensibly, 
to “activist” judges. Does orchestrating what is in effect an 
overhaul of campaign financing suggest judicial activism in 
full stride, or what?

Clearly, it wasn’t already enough to those intent on 
tweaking this country’s democratic model, that running 

for elective office had become so convoluted by the money 
game that office holders or seekers who aren’t well endowed 
stand nary a chance if they haven’t the wherewithal to raise 
oodles of cash. Oftentimes, the gripe from Capitol Hill 
incumbents who opt out of reelection is that they find the 
ongoing demands of fundraising too obstructive to allow for 
the level of public service to which they subscribe. That, it 
would seem, was already too significantly compromising of 
the democratic ideal. Not quite, apparently. The Supreme 
Court’s avowed practitioners of “judicial restraint” are evi-
dently not the least bothered by big money assuming central 
prominence in the electoral process. Wisconsin turned out to 
be the right place, right time for this “new deal.” The court 
brethren and kindred spirits on the ground had perhaps 
their best feel of nirvana to date in the infusion of unlimited 
dollars in defense of Scott Walker’s dastardly conduct toward 
working stiffs in Wisconsin.

Walker says that in his campaign for governor he boasted 
he wasn’t afraid to take “tough” decisions. One is curious as 
to whether a campaign promise to roll back collective bar-
gaining rights for public sector employees would have made 
a difference in the election outcome when he originally ran. 
It requires an extraordinary degree of brazenness to proclaim 
that you plan, if elected, to reduce public workers’ status to 
pre-1930s levels. That, having done so after becoming gover-
nor, he now gets a pass to remain in office, is very worrisome, 
even given that mega-bucks blowout a deep-pocketed right 
wing inflicted on the opposition.   

The right-side game plan is obvious. And with support 
from the likes of that regressive Supreme Court action, the 

hunger is intense for scaling back whatever this country 
has achieved by way of progressive advances in the last half 
century or more. The snow job being a Republican/Tea Party 
staple, small wonder the masterminds would go for any 
crafty maneuvers that seem likely to dupe poor schnooks, 
even when these latter, in taking the bait,  act against their 
own best interests. Demagogic tripe about a no-tax, small-
government state or about the evils of entitlements for the 
underclass are somehow cunningly made to seem a bonanza, 
not hurtful to lower-level Republican voting blocs. There’s 
no doubt Obama’s election four years ago has provided cover 
for deviousness on this order.

Talking heads analyzed to death Obama’s election in ’08. 
A view voiced by a few was that the historic election gave 
America the opportunity to expunge its collective guilt about 
the African American journey in this country. Which is, in 
our view, just a high-sounding reach for what’s not there. 
A confluence of factors resulted in Obama’s victory, none of 
which involved America consciously or unknowingly aton-
ing for what was and still is meted out to African Americans. 
What’s surely beyond dispute is that a wedge of resistance 
to the Obama presidency has existed since it became a fait 
accompli. And this has found expression in hideous displays 
of opposition to Obama’s healthcare reform initiative; in an 
uncompromising Republican/Tea Party House majority; and 
in the kind of disrespect as that issuing from a Republican 
House member who would shout, “You lie” at the president 
during a State of the Union address. The beat has been relent-
less, ever since some folks awoke one morning in November 
of ’08 and decided the country had ranged too far off course.

The president won’t be on the ballot in Wisconsin until 
November. But the crushing, no-holds-barred combat engaged 
in by Scott Walker’s allies is fair warning that nothing less 
awaits in Wisconsin, as elsewhere, come Obama’s turn.

Viewpoint

WGRO
your business

We’ll help you lower costs and 

Your Partner for Business Growth

STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS GROUP

For more information visit
www.nycedc.com/grow
or call 212.618.5737

The Law Offices Of
Georgia E. McCarthy

CALL:

By Appointment Only

902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
 CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation In Supreme Court
And Family Court

 VISITATION AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights In Family Court
 REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections
 CRIMINAL MATTERS
 LANDLORD & TENANT

 ALL CIVIL MATTERS

‘Democracy’ wins; Democracy takes a beating
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By Sheldon Richman
We should be grateful that the Obama administration 

seems disinclined to intervene militarily in Syria. But 
let’s note that the administration has not kept hands 
off. In a variety of ways, it is already aiding the rebels. 
Moreover, White House spokesman Jay Carney says that 
all options — even military intervention — are on the 
table.

Americans should feel uneasy as long as that omi-
nous table remains in the White House.

Naturally, presumptive Republican presidential nom-
inee Mitt Romney never appears hesitant about going to 
war. He calls for “more assertive measures to end the 
Assad regime” in Syria. But he and his foreign-policy 
advisers, George W. Bush neoconservative retreads, 
have no idea what ending the al-Assad regime would 
mean. Let’s recall that Romney’s team includes some 
of the same people who thought Iraq would be a “cake-
walk,” with the Iraqis throwing rose petals at the invad-
ing American forces. It didn’t quite work out that way. 
More Americans died in Iraq than died on 9/11, which, 
by the way, Iraq had nothing to do with. (Over a million 
Iraqis died, directly and indirectly, because of the war, 
and millions remain refugees.)

For now at least, the White House, through Carney, 
has it right:

The concern is that further militarization of the 
situation in Syria could lead to greater chaos, could 
make it harder to achieve the political transition that 

the Syrian people deserve. The nature and shape of and 
membership of the opposition are still something that 
we and our partners are assessing...

This is not to say that the rule of Bashar al-Assad is 
a matter of indifference to decent people. Far from it. 
He’s a brutal dictator from a minority sect. But no one 
can know what would follow his overthrow, especially 
one engineered by the U.S. government. Just to indicate 
how murky things are, al-Qaeda and Hamas — two 
groups the U.S. government is hardly fond of — sup-
port the rebels. Rebellions make for strange bedfellows. 
If the Taliban were to announce its opposition to al-
Assad, the irony would be complete.

Iran, on the other hand, is al-Assad’s ally, which 
probably explains in large measure why the U.S. gov-
ernment wants al-Assad gone. Knocking him out would 
presumably deal a blow to Iran, and both the Obama 
administration and the Romney camp would like noth-
ing more. That’s how deep the animosity toward Iran 
runs.

One can’t understand the U.S. anti-Assad stance 
apart from the Iranian context. The so-called talks 
between the Islamic Republic and the U.S. government 
plus five other countries over Iran’s nuclear enrich-
ment are showing all the signs of a sham. Keep in mind 
that U.S. and Israeli intelligence say Iran is not building 
a nuclear weapon, and has not even decided to do so. In 
fact, its leader has issued a fatwa against nuclear arms.

The Obama administration, pressured by Congress, 

which is in turn pressured by the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee, has imposed harsh trade 
sanctions on the Iranian people. This economic warfare 
is undoubtedly taking its toll on children, the elderly, 
pregnant women, and the infirm.

So, what are the talks aimed at? They are little more 
than a show in which the Obama administration insists 
that Iran stop doing what any signer of the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) has the recognized pre-
rogative to do: enrich uranium for medical and energy 
purposes. Iran complies with the NPT and submits to 
inspections by the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
But that’s not good enough for President Obama or 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Israel has 
over 200 nuclear warheads, is not a signer of the NPT, 
and never submits to inspections. Moreover, any other 
country that acquired a nuclear arsenal the way Israel 
did would have been condemned by the United States.

The U.S. government — and most of the news media 
— take as an unquestionable article of faith that virtu-
ally anything that happens in the world is America’s 
business. Over the years, that position has brought 
untold death and destruction to the Middle East, Latin 
America, and Southeast Asia. It’s time America gave up 
its imperial pretensions.

 
Sheldon Richman is senior fellow at The Future of 

Freedom Foundation (www.fff.org) and editor of The 
Freeman magazine.

America should steer clear of Syria
Op-Ed

   I saw an ad on TV for a two-year 
school where I could learn graphic 
design and threw away $25,000 on 
a worthless diploma. My credits don’t 
transfer toward a bachelor’s degree, 
and the school never helped me 

get the internships and 
jobs they promised.

Thanks to the 
City’s Financial 
Empowerment 
Centers, I’m 
paying back 
my loans and 
saving to go 
to CUNY.

– Garvin,
   Brooklyn

Know Before
You Enroll
Visit nyc.gov or call 311 and 
ask about free and low-cost 
education and training options 
and financial counseling.
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By Dr. Ann-Marie Adams
I had to pause.
That’s because a veteran 

Caribbean-American maga-
zine publisher said that an 
article about a few New York 
Police officers’ comments 
on Facebook, “drop a bomb 
and wipe them all out,” 
received a “eh” and a shrug 
from most in the city’s West 
Indian community.

“We already know how 
they feel about us,” he said 
at a plenary session during 
the National Association 
of Caribbean-American 
Journalists’ third biennial 
regional conference at The 
New York Times’ building 
on June 1.

Yes, he has a long his-
tory in the community and 
might be unfazed by such 
things—as most veteran, 
hard-nosed reporters are. 
Or he might have chosen 
not to use precious energy 
on a few bad apples in the 
police department because 
“we have a good relation-
ship with the police.”

I understand.
But I saw the face of a 

man anesthetized to the 
psychological and physi-
cal assault meted out to 
a whole community in 
the New York region and 
beyond. This kind of behav-
ior has happened so many 
times, they said, they have 
become numb to the idea 
of a response. So they carry 
on with their parties.

That’s a disturbing  mes-
sage sent to the more than 
one million people who 
have enjoyed the yearly 
Labor Day West Indian 
American Day Carnival on 
Eastern Parkway. Many are 
residents of New Jersey and 
Connecticut. They con-
sist of revelers from the 
Francophone, English and 
Spanish speaking islands—
pushed out by economic 
factors and geopolitics in 
the Western Hemisphere 
since the turn of the 20th 
Century.

Each year, they join 
the parade as it meanders 
through the Black com-
munity in Brooklyn, which 
comprises of predomi-
nantly African American, 

Caribbean Americans 
and Continental Africans. 
It is believed that one in 
every four Blacks have a 
Caribbean background 
because of the centuries of 
migration that began in the 
18th century. According to 
the 2011 U.S. census, of 
the estimated 20 million 
people in New York, about 
17 percent, or 3.4 million, 
are Blacks. With visitors 
and other ethnic groups in 
attendance, New York holds 
the largest carnival in the 
U.S. However, the size of 
the parade “causes anxiety” 
on the part of those who 
have to monitor it.

Although Carnival had 
its origins in Harlem 
in the 1920s because of 
Jessie Waddell, a parade 
to celebrate the islands’ 
Independence began 
in 1963 in Hartford, 
CT.  Jamaica and 
Trinidad&Tobago gained 
independence in 1962 and 

both countries distinguish 
Carnival from a West Indian 
Independence Day parade. 
Most Trinidadians and sev-
eral islands stress Carnival. 
Many Jamaicans and oth-
ers stress Independence 
parade. Although this 
divides the community, 
most Caribbeans coalesced 
around having a joint 
parade and carnival. And 
that has been the case since 
the 1960s.

I refused to believe that 
most of those people who 
have attended the Labor 
Day Carnival, and those 
who make a chunk of the 
more than $200 million 
generated in economic 
activity for the city, heard 
about this threat to their 
lives and their livelihood 
(and did nothing about it). 
It might be they don’t read 
the Times but rather read 
the ethnic papers, which 
write about news that 
matter to them and their 

families in the U.S. and 
the Caribbean. An online 
search showed no mention 
of these comments in these 
ethnic papers. Thus, the 
primary goal of the NACAJ 
regional conference was to 
bring awareness.

A threat to “drop a bomb 
and wipe them all out” is 
never “old news.” It has far-
reaching implications for 
those who travel to New 
York and for those who 
remember 9/11.

At least one community 
leader recognized the grav-
itas of this NACAJ moment 
and seized it to voice her 

concerns among dozens 
of people with the power 
to give her community a 
voice.

“We are not naïve. We 
do know [anti-West Indian 
sentiment] exist. We know 
that it’s ignorant. But we 
were shocked at the audac-
ity to put it out there, 
“said Yolanda Lezama-
Clark, former president of 
the West Indian American 
Day Carnival Association 
(WIADCA) and the daughter 
of the late Carols Lezama 
who popularized the event. 
His daughter didn’t need 
a hand-delivered invitation 
to the NACAJ meeting. She 
recognized the importance 
of the discussion in the 
current economic climate 
suffused with anti-immi-
grant sentiments.

Dr. Ann-Marie Adams.
The author is the found-

er and former president of 
the National Association 
of Caribbean-American 
Journalists. Follow her 
on twitter @annmariead-
ams, or on Facebook.com/
annmarie.adams.39

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

LOANS AVAILABLE

Replace Your Car

Expand a Business

Buy Merchandise

Educate a Child

Improve a Store

Furnish a Home

Build a Future

Help a Relative

$1,000
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000
$20,000
$25,000

Serving the community since 1934

www.brfcu.org

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809 Sheepshead Bay Branch

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

EYE SERVICE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

Brooklyn’s “Clear Choice”  
for all your vision needs

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment

Diabetic Eye Screening & Treatment
Routine Eye Examinations for Children & Adults

PARK SLOPE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

11 Plaza St. West
Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-638-2020

EAST FLATBUSH/CROWN HEIGHTS
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

585 Schenectady Avenue
DMRI 2nd Fl.

Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-604-5791

VISIT US AT 
www.downstate-eye.com

Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center

Op-Ed

 ‘Drop a bomb and wipe ‘em all out’

Dr. Ann-Marie Adams
 Photo by NACAJ
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Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

Kitchen Cabinets, Flooring,
Bath Vanities, Faucets,

Exterior And Interior Doors,
Locks And Much More

FREE Kitchen Layout And
Design With Purchase

FREE Faucet (Selected Styles)
With Purchase Of A Kitchen
Valued At $3,000 Or More

All specials can not be combined with any other offers.
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The New York & New 
Jersey Minority Supplier 
Development Council’s 
2012 Business Opportunity 
Expo, considered New York 
City’s top conference on 
corporations outsourc-
ing to multicultural busi-
nesses, will be held at the 
New York Marriott Marquis 
from June 13-14. 

The theme, “Strategic 
Positioning For Your 
Future,” examines oppor-
tunities for multicultural 
businesses and major cor-
porations to explore meth-
ods of creating and main-
taining successful business 
partnerships. 

The Expo is attended by 
some of the nation’s lead-
ing corporate and govern-
ment supplier diversity 
executives and the New 
York metropolitan area’s 
top Asian-American, 
African American, 
Hispanic-American and 
Native-American business 
owners. There will be over 
100 exhibitors encompass-

ing Fortune 500 compa-
nies, government agencies 
and minority businesses. 

“This year’s Expo will 
include procurement 
workshops and also spe-
cial features like Evolve 
Awards promoting minor-
ity business and corpo-
rate partnerships, Mission 
Accomplished Awards for 
certified minority business-
es that landed major corpo-
rate contracts, Corporate 
Connections match-maker 
meetings and the Video 
Business Card exhibit,” said 
Lynda Ireland, president 
and CEO of The Council. 
“It’s important for minor-
ity businesses to visibility 
promote their services to 
gain customers and corpo-
rate contracts.” 

The keynote speaker is 
Carla Harris, a managing 
director at Morgan Stanley 
Investment Management, 
chairman of Morgan Stanley 
Foundation and the author 
of business book, Expect to 
Win. The Expo’s workshops 

include a purchasing forum 
with leading corporate 
chief procurement offic-
ers (CFOs) moderated by 
Leonard Greenhalgh, pro-
fessor of management at 
Dartmouth’s Tuck School 
of Business and author of 
Minority Business Success: 
Refocusing on the American 
Dream. 

Mike Narula, found-
er, president and CEO of 
Reliance Communications 
is the minority business 
co-chair and Michael 
Jones-Bey, director of Con 
Edison’s Supplier Diversity 
Program, is the corporate 
co-chair. 

On June 13, the Expo will 
be held from 12:00 noon 
to 5:00 p.m. and focus on 
afternoon workshops and 
the evening kick-off recep-
tion. On June 14, the Expo 
will be held from 6:00am 
to 5:30pm with highlights 
including an awards lunch-
eon and full day of the pop-
ular trade fair packed with 
networking, give-aways 

and prizes.
The lead sponsors 

for The Council’s 2012 
Business Opportunity Expo 
are Con Edison, Reliance 
Communications, Pepsico, 
BNY Mellon, Prudential, 
Adecco, Johnson & Johnson, 
Macy’s Inc., McGraw-
Hill Companies, Colgate-
Palmolive, Mindshare, 
Morgan Stanley and New 
York Life.

The Council, an award-
winning affiliate of the 
National Minority Supplier 
Development Council, 
certifies Asian-American, 
African American, Hispanic-
American and Native-
American-owned business-
es to be eligible to compete 
for major corporate con-
tracts. The Council has over 
200 corporate members, 
encompassing Fortune 500 
corporations, educational 
institutions and govern-
ment agencies including 
New York State, New York 
City and the State of New 
Jersey. The Council juris-

diction spans from Albany, 
New York to Trenton, New 
Jersey. Currently, there 
are approximately 1,300 
New York and New Jersey 
minority-owned business-
es with annual revenues 

from $100,000 to $2 billion 
that are certified by The 
Council 

For more information, 
call 212-502-5663 or check 
out the website at www.
nynjcouncilexpo.com

The Caribbean Business Report
Strategic Positioning for Your Future

Business Opportunity Expo

Carla Harris.

BronxSmall Business Development 
Center

Lehman College SBDC
250 Bedford Park Blvd. West
Old Gym Building, Room 007
Bronx, N.Y. 10468-1589
Clarence Stanley, Director  
Tel: (718) 960-8806
Fax: (718) 960-7340
Email:
bxsbdc@binc.org
Website:
http://bronx.nyssbdc.org
Brooklyn Small Business Development 

Center
Boricua College
9 Graham Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11206-4108
Angel Roman, Director 
Tel: (718) 963-4112 X563
Fax: (718) 963-2031
Email:
BoricuaSBDC@mindspring.com
Website:
http://brooklyn.nyssbdc.org
Buffalo Small Business Development 

Center
State University College at Buffalo
Grover Cleveland Hall, Room 206
1300 Elmwood Avenue
Buffalo, N.Y. 14222-4222
Susan McCartney, Director  
Tel: (716) 878-4030
Fax: (716) 878-4067
Email:
buffalosbdc@yahoo.com
Website:
http://buffalo.nyssbdc.org
 
Canton
Small Business Development Center
SUNY Canton
Faculty Office Building, Room 202
34 Cornell Drive
Canton, N.Y. 13617-1098
Dale Rice, Director 
Tel: (315) 386-7312
Fax: (315) 379-3814
Generic Email:
sbdc@canton.edu
Email:
coreyb.canton.edu

Website:
http://canton.nyssbdc.org

Small Business Development Center
Corning Community College
24 Denison Parkway West, Suite 203
Corning, NY 14830-3297
Bonnie Gestwicki, Director  
Tel: (607) 962-9461
Fax: (607) 936-6642
Email:
gestwicki@corning-cc.edu
Website:
http://corning.nyssbdc.org
 
Jamestown
Small Business Development Center
Jamestown Community College
P.O. Box 20
525 Falconer Street
Jamestown, N.Y. 14702-0020
Irene Dobies, Director  
Tel: (716) 665-5754 or
Toll Free: 1-800-522-7232
Fax: (716) 665-6733

Email:
irenedobies@mail.sunyjcc.edu
Website:
http://www.jamestown.nyssbdc.org
Long Island (Farmingdale)
Small Business Development Center
SUNY @ Farmingdale
Campus Commons
2350 Route
110 Farmingdale, NY 11735-1006
Lucille Wesnofske, Director  
Tel: (631) 420-2765/7930/7931/7952
Fax: (631) 370-8895
Email:
Wesnofl@farmingdale.edu
Website:
http://www.farmingdale.edu/SBDC
Long Island (Stony Brook)
Small Business Development Center
SUNY at Stony Brook
Nicolls Road
Harriman Hall, Room 109
Stony Brook, N.Y. 11794-3777
Ed Fritz, Director  
Tel: (631) 632-9070
Fax: (631) 632-7176
Email:
Lynne.Schmidt@sunysb.edu
Website:
http:/www.stonybrook.nyssbdc.org

Small Business Resources
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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By Susan Beane, MD
Allergy season is here, 

and this one, on the heels 
of an unseasonably mild 
winter, promises to be a 
rough one. You can tell by 
the watery-eyed, sniffing, 
sneezing New Yorkers in 
the office, on the train, at 
the movies—pretty much 
everywhere.

Although there’s no 
surefire way to complete-
ly avoid suffering allergic 
symptoms, there are a few 
ways to minimize discom-
fort.

First of all, it’s impor-
tant to know what exactly 
you’re allergic to—pollen, 
pet hair, dust, or all of the 

above. Speak with your doc-
tor about tests to find out 
what your triggers are so 
you can tailor your efforts 
and medications appropri-
ately.

Dust is a major cause 
of allergies—and it’s found 
everywhere. Rather than 
one big spring cleaning 
overhaul, clean frequently 
in your home and at your 
desk at work to keep aller-
gens to a minimum. Change 
air filters in your home to 
encourage the circulation 
of clean air. Wash linens 
often and in hot water.

Particularly when pol-
len counts are high, stay 
indoors and keep windows 

and doors closed. When 
you do go out, brush off 

your clothes and wash 
your hands and face—even 
shower—when you come 
back inside.

While it’s important to 
speak with your doctor to 
determine if medication is 
needed to treat your aller-
gies, a number of over-the-
counter treatments work 
well: for example, try arti-
ficial tears for itchy, red 
eyes.

 
Dr. Beane is vice presi-

dent and medical director 
at Healthfirst. For more tips 
on leading a healthier life-
style, visit the Healthfirst 
Healthy Living website at 
www.hfhealthyliving.com.

By Herbert Okun, M.D.
Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

There are three lit-
tle words, that coming 
from a patient, strike 
fear in the heart of the 
doctor. Those words are, 
“So I figured.” 

How often have 
patients said, “I felt 
better so I figured I 
didn’t need the rest of 
the pills” or “I was run-
ning out of pills so I fig-
ured I would cut them 
in half and they would 
last longer” or “I didn’t 
see any more blood in 
the urine so I figured 
it wasn’t important” or 
“I was very happy with 
the Viagra so I figured 
I could give some to 
my friend” or “sure I’ve 
been taking Coumadin 
but I caught a cold so 
I figured I would take 
some of my wife’s big 
bottle of left over Cipro 
antibiotic?

Each of these instanc-
es is an example of very 
poor judgment on the 
part of the patient who 
just figured wrong and 
endangered not only 
their own health and 
life but others as well 
as seen in the Viagra 
scenario above. 

When a patient 
is taking a nitrate 
medication, such as 
Nitroglycerine, Deponit, 
Minitran, Nitrek, 
Nitro-BID, Nitrodisc, 
Nitro-DUR, Nitrogard, 
Nitroglyn, Nitrolingual, 
Nitrol, Nitrong, Nitro-
Par, NitroQuick, 
Nitrostat, Nitro-Time, 
T r a n s d e r m - N i t r o 
Isosorbide Mononitrate, 
Imdur ,  I smo , 
Monoket, Isosorbide 
Dinitrate, Dilatrate-
SR, Isordil, Sorbitrate, 
Erythatyl Tetranitrate, 
P e n t a e r y t h r i t o l 
Tetranitrate, Sodium 
Nitroprusside or with 
the calcium chan-
nel blockers Norvasc, 
Lotrel, or Amlodipine, 
adding Viagra can pos-

sibly be fatal.
In the case of the 

blood in the urine, which 
seemed to stop, delay in 
diagnosing the cause of 
the bleeding might be 
the difference between a 
curable versus an incur-
able condition.

My grandmother, a 
very wise woman, used 
to say that ten thousand 
soldiers couldn’t do as 
much harm to a man as 
he could do to himself. 
A little knowledge can 
be a dangerous thing. 
Your doctor is a profes-
sional, superbly trained 
and prepared to look 
after your health needs. 
Today, there are so many 
different medications 
and more coming into 
use each day that inter-
actions between them 
are not uncommon.

The doctor has at his 
or her disposal compu-
terized tools to warn of 
drug interactions and 
side effects before they 
become a serious prob-
lem.

When health ques-
tions arise, trust your 
doctor. He or she has 
keen powers of obser-
vation, knowledge of 
many diseases and the 
diagnostic tests helpful 
in distinguishing one 
from the other as well 
as the choices of suit-
able treatments. When 
your doctor feels that 
your condition requires 
consultation with 
another physician, you 
will be so referred. So 
when a medical ques-
tion arises, figure out 
that the smartest thing 
to do is to reach for 
the phone and call your 
doctor. He or she will be 
happy to hear from you 
and advise you on your 
question.

Have a question? Call 
Dr. Okun at 718-241-
6767

Health

Survival tips for allergy season

Susan Beane, MD.
 Photo by Lori Cannava

Call your doctor 
when in doubtBy Gerry Scoppettuolo 

About a quarter of HIV/
AIDS patients in the United 
States fail to remain in 
care consistently, accord-
ing to new research.  

The study, published in 
the journal AIDS, is among 
the first in the U.S. to esti-
mate HIV care retention. 

Too many people with 
HIV may be falling through 
the cracks by not getting 
life saving care and treat-
ment according to lead 
study author, Baligh R. 
Yehia, MD, of the University 
of Pennsylvania.

“Helping patients with 
HIV stay in care is a key 
way to reduce their chanc-
es of getting sick from 
their disease and prevent 
the spread of HIV in the 
community”, says Dr. 
Yehia. 

Those benefits are two-
fold Dr. Yehia adds. Quality 
care not only saves lives 
but it can decrease health 
care costs by preventing 
unnecessary HIV related 
illnesses and hospitaliza-
tions.

Dr. Yehia’s research 
also follows the release of 
a recent Center for Disease 
Control report showing 
that only about a quar-

ter of Americans with HIV 
actually have their virus 
under control (see side-
bar). Both studies illustrate 
that many Americans with 
HIV may not be accessing 
optimal care. 

Dr Yehia’s research 
studied 17,425 HIV infect-
ed adults at 12 U.S. clinics. 
Just 42 percent of patients 
had “no gap” in treatment 
— that is no more than six 
months in between see-
ing a doctor. However, 31 
percent had at least one 7 
to 12-month gap in care. 
Alarmingly, twenty-eight 
percent, or almost three 
out of ten with HIV did 

not access medical care for 
over a year. 

Women, white patients, 
older patients, MSM, and 
patients on Medicare 
(compared to those on pri-
vate insurance) remained 
in care more consistently. 
Care access was also great-
er among patients with 
more advanced HIV dis-
ease (low CD4 counts).

The researcher hope 
their findings will help 
doctors improve adherence 
to care by understand-
ing which patients will or 
won’t follow through in 
seeing their doctors.

“Clinicians need to know 
what barriers to screen 
for, so our findings help 
to better define groups of 
patients who may require 
extra help to stay on track,” 
says study coauthor, Kelly 
Gebo, MD, of the Johns 
Hopkins University School 
of Medicine. 

Housing, transporta-
tion and financial prob-
lems, substance abuse and 
mental illness hinder care 
retention, and Patients 
without symptoms may 
believe they’re not sick 
enough to need regular 
visits with a doctor.

“It’s possible that as 

time goes by, some patients 
may become more regular 
users of care, while others 
may become complacent 
and skip appointments,” 
Yehia says. “We need to 
better pinpoint times 
when certain patients may 
be less likely to remain in 
treatment and find ways 
to ensure their continued 
care.”

 *****
3 Out Of 4 With HIV 

Have Detectable Virus
Nearly 3 out of 4 

Americans living with HIV 
do not have their infection 
under control. That makes 
them potentially more 
contagious according to a 
recent CDC report. One 
reason why is that 1 in 5 
with HIV do not realize 
they have the virus and are 
therefor not on antiviral 
treatment. Of those who 
know they are infected, 
only half receive ongoing 
medical care and treat-
ment. Of the nearly 1.2 
million people living with 
HIV in the United States, 
only 28 percent have a 
less contagious drug sup-
pressed viral load. 

 
Courtesy of Health 

Living News

One in four HIV patients 
remain in care, study shows
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NEED CASH NOW?
Don’t wait for your lawsuit to settle!

Fast and Easy Approval

WE WILL ADVANCE YOU THE MONEY YOU NEED.

Cash For 
Your Lawsuit

CALL TODAY 
for a Risk Free Application

888.801.0656 or 
Visit Us Online 

www.primecasefunding.com

* Lowest Rates in the Industry!
* FAST Turnaround Period (24 hrs.)

FREE Application When You Mention this Ad

By Nelson A. King
A relatively young Vincentian cultural 

group in Brooklyn continues to make a 
difference in its homeland. 

The United Vincie Cultural Group of 
Brooklyn (UVCG), which was formed nine 

years ago, recently hosted its 4th Annual 
Tea Party in raising funds to help the less 
fortunate back home. 

Over 400 patrons – including a large 
number of Jamaicans from the group’s 
base, the Miracle Temple Ministries on 
Thomas Boyland Street in the Brownsville 
section of Brooklyn – attended the fun-
filled event at St. Anthony Baptist Church, 
425 Utica Ave., corner of Utica Ave. and 
Empire Blvd. in Brooklyn.

With Jamaican Wayne Murray serving 
as master of ceremonies, the entertain-
ment began with a “Miss Etiquette” ses-
sion by UVCG President Roxie Irish, a 
former national netball star, followed by a 
praise dance by the UVCG girls. 

Irish told the audience, among other 
things, how one should eat, handle uten-
sils and exit the table during meals. 

A hat competition – Most Original, Most 
Creative, and Biggest – an impromptu 
song competition; a poem by Kimberle 
Thompson; and remarks by Francis Frank, 
recipient of funds at last year’s event, aug-
mented the event.  

In addition, contestants for the Miss 
Continental U.S.A. Pageant made a guest 
appearance. 

There were lots of food, fun and fellow-
ship, as attendees sipped tea and enjoyed 
local delicacies.

“Everyone was well fed and happily 
entertained,” Irish, who was born in 
Vermont but grew up in Campden Park, 
told Caribbean Life.

Over the years, she said UVCG has been 
shipping barrels of medical supplies to St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines. 

To date, 18 clinics at home have been 
beneficiaries of the supplies, Irish said. 

In 2010, UVCG hosted its first medical 
mission to St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
during which over 500 nationals received 
medical treatment. In October, the group 
plans to travel home on its second medical 
mission.

Irish said UVCG, in April, shipped home 
eight hospital beds, along with wheel-
chairs, walkers and canes. 

The group, on Sept. 8, will host its 
Annual Cultural Concert at Meyer Levin 
Intermediate School 285 in Brooklyn. 

“The audience will be entertained with 
skits, dances, folk songs and great, mouth-
watering Vincie dishes,” Irish said. 

“We are blessed to be a blessing,” she 
affirmed, stressing UVCG’s motto. 

“Life is about people; and if we are not 
touching lives, then I don’t think we’re 
living a fulfilled life,” she added. 

“I take my cue from the greatest per-
son who walked this earth, Jesus Christ,” 
the devout Christian continued. “He was 
about people.”

Vincy cultural group 
makes a difference
Holds fund-raising tea party

La Fleur Duncan.  Photos by Nelson A. King

Daisy Frith of Jamaica won the prize 
for the biggest hat.

Roxy Irish presents a gift to Marilyn 
Cockburn for the most creative hat.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
718-802-3330 or admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

Minimum Qualifi cations for Consideration

College Prep
GED Prep
English as a Second Language 
with Computer Literacy

Medical Assisting
Medical E-Records
Hospitality Management

*National Certifi cation Available

Academic and Supportive Services Available

18 years of age or older 
US Citizen, Permanent Resident or Refugee
Resident of NY State for One Year
High School Diploma or GED required for College 
Prep and Careeer Programs 

    (Individuals with college credits are not elegible)

Low to Moderate Income

BEOC Offers Tuition FREE Programs!
Academic Programs Career Programs*

111 Livingston Street (Enter on Boerum Place)

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,700

$1,400

$1,600

$1,100

$1,400

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in 
Caribbean news, entertainment, sports, business, 

viewpoints and more.

 “SS Nirvana” a story of 
love and Jazz on the high 
seas will make its Brooklyn 
premiere on Sunday, June 
24, at the new Café Denim, 
1114 Franklin St. from 
3:00 p.m. 

The swinging play will 
be presented as dinner 
theatre to celebrate the 
grand opening of this new 
fine dining venue. The SS 
Nirvana’s stage is set as 
“Madame Royale’s” supper 
club, a marvelous, magi-
cal room that spotlights 
legendary artists both past 
and present. 

This entertaining fan-
tasy takes place aboard 
an imaginary cruise ship 
called the “SS Nirvana” 
where the passengers list 
is international and very, 

very prestigious. Nightly 
performances in costume, 
song and verse include the 
music of Nikita White as 
Ella Fitzgerald, TC III as 
Johnny Hartman, Joy Ryder 
as Anita O’ Day, Ghanniyya 
Green as Sarah Vaughan 
and Natasha C. Coward as 
Madame Royale.

The show is bril-
liantly highlighted when 
Louis Armstrong (played 
by trumpeter Charles 
Bartlett) unexpectedly 
comes aboard the ship and 
decides to sit in with the 
band. Audiences are taken 
aback by Bartlett’s “just 
like Armstrong sound.”

According to Roselle 
Hayward, co-producer for 
June 24 show, “when I 
closed my eyes it’s just 

like going back in time 
and hearing all these 
great artists again.” As the 
show musically sojourns 
through the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s 
and 60’s, the cast performs 
the music of our lives. 

Under the musical direc-
tion of Marcus Persiani, 
SS Nirvana boasts a col-
lection of 30 tunes that 
are high-spirited up-
tempo arrangements as 
well as memorable heart 
wrenching ballads. The 
show is flavored with witty 
and brief, true-life dia-
logue that links one song 
to the next. As the audi-
ence sings along they will 
instantly connect for the 
entire show and become 
reminiscent of a sweeter 
time.

Jazz and Soul at 
Brooklyn’s Café Denim

Charles Bartlett as Satcho and Ntasha C. Coward as Madame Royale. 
 Photo by Yugo Pittman
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Waste Management is committed to protecting
the environment and preserving 

natural resources. That commitment 
extends to our efforts to restore 
wildlife habitat around our facilities 
nationwide. Working with 
the Wildlife Habitat Council 
and local conservation groups, 
we have set aside over 25,000 
acres for wildlife at 100 
Waste Management sites –
including one right here
in New York City.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Making a Home for Wildlife Feuer Nursing Review
Celebrating 41 Years of Helping Nursing

Students Pass the RN/LPN NCLEX
Mention “Caribbean” – Get $40 off Tuition

Must mention code during registration

Live Review Schedule:
New York: June 23-28, 2012

New York: September 29-October 4, 2012

One-Day 
Pharmacology 

Course and 
RN/LPN Home 

Studies 
Available

Call us today! 
800-Feuer-RN or 

800-338-3776
 www.f-n-r.net

Group Discounts 
Available!
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills. 
We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles.  
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. Marks Painless Dental, you have 
a unique opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fillings, root canals or even the 
most extensive oral surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, 
where we make it our first priority to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and 
laughing gas is also available.

     Gum Treatment
       We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from 
       simple prophylaxis to advanced gum and bone surgery.

     Cosmetic Dentistry  
 White fillings at no extra cost  Laser Bleaching (takes only one hour) Bad breath treatment

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign 
Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. 
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate 
unnecessary extractions. We also do Invisalign treatment.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals

INITIAL CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

TIAL CONSULTAT TIOAA N
FREE

St. Marks 
Painless Dental

907 St. Marks Ave.
Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves. 

OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283

Pediatric Dentist on 
Staff

OPEN
SUNDAY

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

By Tequila Minsky
The Thypin Oltchick 

Institute for Women’s 
Entrepreneurship  at 
Federation Employment 
and Guidance Service 
(FEGS) recently held a 
Small Business Seminar in 
Brooklyn and will present 
“40 Hot Businesses to Start” 
on Thursday, June 14, from 
5-6pm at the Manhattan 
Pavilion. 

This seminar will be 
one of the free panels and 
networking sessions at  
“America Means Business 
Days”, from June 13-15, for 
entrepreneurs and those 
who wish to own their own 
businesses.  The Manhattan 
Pavilion is at 125 W. 18th 
St. in Manhattan.

The Thypin Oltchick 
Institute mentors women 
entrepreneurs, recom-
mending professional 
resources to those who 

want to become small 
business owners. It helps 
match entrepreneurs with 
reliable experts and serv-
ices for their local busi-
nesses and provides loans. 
The Institute also runs 
seminars.

At the recent event at 
Brooklyn Borough Hall, 
the journeys of five local 
women pursuing their 
own business and financial 
independence were shared 
including the nuts and 
bolts of their entrepreneur-

ship experience. 
Wanting to spend more 

time with her new and 
expanding family, owner 
Ingrid Mtia-Chungata of A 
Magical Place, a childcare 
center in Bushwick, talked 
of her transition from 
banking. 

“You have a degree in 
finance to clean diapers? “ 
her mom lamented in its 
early stages, revealing some 
family members’ resist-
ance. Her first Montessori-
based center –and she did 
take courses in childcare–
opened in 2007.   Now, she 
has two more centers, the 
three serving 44 children.  
Her presentation resonated 
with many audience mem-
bers, advising that if you 
love children, there is a 
need for home-based child-
care. 

Grace Tappin was a 
dancer for years before she 

started her yoga, dance, 
and Pilates’ studio in 2007. 
She had some familiar-
ity with this sort of thing 
from her sister who runs a 
spa nearby in Clinton Hill 
and she was also armed 
with business studies from 
Cornell. 

Grace, who is of 
Guyanese heritage, wanted 
a yoga studio for practition-
ers of color who “looked 
like me”.

“I spent two weeks, day 
and night, making the web-
site,” she said, and,  “People 
bought class cards before I 
opened.” Community sup-
port helped her Myrtle Ave. 
studio succeed and grow, 
including a move to a 
larger venue from her first 
spot. “It’s wonderful to cre-
ate your own environment, 
” she said.

Her website (and card that 
she distributes) includes the 

schedule of 30 classes each 
week. Her classing offer-
ings of  yoga, African dance 
classes, Pilates, and Latin 
rhythm fitness workouts, 
and sales of  retail items 
employees 14.    

The   other women who 
shared their business ven-
ture journeys are far from 
typical women-run enter-
prises. 

Denise Bogan took her 
economic and financial 
future in her hands to start 
her own Coney Island-based 
residential and commercial 
cleaning business.  She gets 
advice and support from 
The Institute.  She also has 
found similar businesses 
in other cities that share 
business practices’ advice 
with her. 

Evy Leonard of Screening 
Mamas’ home screen repair, 
mentioned difficulties in a 
“group-owned” business. 

40 hot businesses to start
-- Panel discuss their entrepreneur journeys 

Women sharing their journeys in entrepreneur-
ship at Brooklyn Boro Hall: (L-R):Ingrid Matias-
Cungata, Evy Leonard, Esq., Denise Bogan. Center: 
Vondra Thornburn-Vokashi,  Grace Tappin. Far right: 
Fabianne Wolff Gershon.    Photo by Tequila Minsky
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DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Former Judicial Law Clerk to Bankruptcy Judge

25 years of bankruptcy law experience

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K L Y N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
You don’t have to live with pain.

Doctors at HealthQuest, a multi-specialty 
facility dedicated to pain management, can 
improve your quality of life  by providing ex-
pert treatment, utilizing the latest technology 
available.

Dr. Russell Greenseid and Dr. Nick Chiap-
petta are chiropractors at the Sheepshead Bay 
facility, and one of the innovative treatments 
they offer is the use of the spinal decompres-
sion machine. 

“It’s FDA-approved, and is safe and effec-
tive,” says Dr. Greenseid. Via mechanical 
traction, pressure is alleviated  from the pain-
sensitive structures. 

Patients who have suffered with debilitat-
ing lower back pain have found relief from 
its use, says the doctor. It’s used primarily to 

treat disc injuries to the lower back, provid-
ing an alternative to those who do not wish to 
have surgery. 

“This is just one of the many tools we of-
fer,” says Dr. Chiappetta. Manual manipula-
tion is another option, as are  joint injections. 
The latter, too, uses technology so doctors can 
work more efficiently. In this instance, an ul-
trasound machine provides the doctor with a 
picture of the area that needs treatment, and 
this allows him to guide needles precisely to 
these affected areas. 

The Nostrand Avenue facility offers many 
forms of treatment, including chiropractic 
care, neurology, orthopedic, pain management 
and physical therapy. The facility’s medical 
director is Dr. Igor Stiler, a neurologist, who 
oversees the care of those who suffer with 
neurological disorders, as well as patients re-
covering from surgery or accidents.  

Orthopedic specialties include sports medi-
cine, pediatric orthopedics, and care to feet, 
ankles, hips, knees, shoulders, elbows, hands, 
and spine.

The first step is a consultation and physi-
cal examination so the doctors can evaluate 
the condition. If further diagnostic testing is 
needed, you won’t have to run all over town 
to get it. X-rays and MRIs can be taken right 
at the facility, making everything convenient 
for the patient. 

“We make it as easy as possible for you,” 
says Dr. Greenseid.

The goal is to find the cause of the pain. 

“You want to treat the cause, not the symp-
toms,” he says.

HealthQuest also offers a unique program 
to help smokers quit. 

“By tapping into certain points through the 
ear to the brain, chemicals are balanced, and 
cravings vanish,” says  Dr. Stiler. No pain or 
drugs are involved, he says, “and one treat-
ment is all that is usually needed.”

A weight loss treatment is similar, as “very 
light stimulation to precise points on the ex-

ternal ear” is used to reduce cravings. 
“It is proven to be an effective and painless 

option that enables one to lose weight,” says 
the doctor.

Weight loss can also help alleviate joint pain. 
HealthQuest has been servicing the commu-
nity since 1994. Most major medical plans, 
including No Fault and Medicare, are accept-
ed. The facility is handicapped accessible, 
and there’s parking on the premises. Check 
HeathQuest’s website for educational semi-
nars that help improve quality of life. 

HealthQuest [3500 Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues U and Z in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
769-2521]. Open Mondays through Fridays, 
9 am – 7 pm, and Saturdays, 9 am – noon. For 
more, visit www.hqbk.com.

Dr. Nick Chiapetta is just one of Healthquest’s 
chiropractors who offer innovative treatments 

for patients, including the use of the spinal 
decompression machine.

Get rid of pain with the help of doctors at HealthQuest

Doctors at Healthquest, on Nostrand Avenue, 
has been servicing the community since 1994.

Photos by Steve Solomonson

Dr. Nick Chiapetta and staff members Debbie 
Candido, Julissa Cardenas and Kiara Alvarado 
use the latest technology available to treat pain.
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Servicing The Caribbean Community For Over 40 Years
Telephone: Day or Night

Seating from 80-250

Deceased Shipped Back Home
For Burial If Desired

(AT EAST 45TH

The Brookdale University 
Hospital and Medical Center 
has officially opened its 
new Starlight Care Room 

in its Pediatric Unit. 
Through support of 

the Starlight Children’s 
Foundation and the Jeffrey 

A. Altman Foundation, 
Brookdale has transformed 
a regular pediatric treat-
ment area into a beauti-
ful, child-friendly room 
conducive to relaxation 
and  calmness  for the child 
who is undergoing treat-
ments. The revamped room 
includes artwork and deco-
rations designed to sooth 
the child’s anxiety as well 
as a new flat screen televi-
sion and an iPad that will 
offer child-friendly pro-
gramming and entertain-
ment.  

Dr. Kusum Viswanathan, 
vice-chair of the 
Department of Pediatrics, 
welcomed the ribbon-cut-
ting attendees, including 
Starlight Foundation’s Vice 
President of Programs, 
Michelle Hall-Duncan, 
members of Brookdale’s  
medical and pediatric staff, 
and  hospital administra-
tion. 

Mark E. Toney,  
Brookdale’s president, 
thanked Starlight Children’s 
Foundation “for making 
a difference in the lives of 

children and families who 
are struggling due to ill-
nesses and for caring about 
the Brooklyn community.” 

“We are thrilled to 
expand on our partnership 
with Brookdale University 
Hospital and Medical 
Center,” added Michelle 
Hall-Duncan, vice presi-
dent of Programs Starlight 
Children’s Services of 
New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut. “By trans-
forming the Pediatric Unit 

into a welcoming place, we 
are making hospital visits 
just a little easier for chil-
dren.”

Brookdale University 
Hospital and Medical Center 
is 530-bed medical center 
and an accredited commu-
nity teaching hospital with 
a large network of commu-
nity-based ambulatory care 
centers. BUHMC offers an 
array of acute inpatient 
and outpatient services and 
serves a community with a 

population of over 1 mil-
lion residents. 

The Starlight Children’s 
Foundation makes a world 
of difference for seriously ill 
children and their families. 
Since 1985, the NY*NJ*CT 
chapter has been offering 
hope and a brighter future 
for seriously ill children. 
The goal of the Starlight 
Children’s Foundation is to 
help these children expe-
rience the simple joys of 
being a child. 

Customized room for children at Brookdale

The Starlight Care Room at Brookdale University Hospital and Medical Center. 

Services Provided:
Children Welcome

PAINLESS

FAMILY DENTAL CARE
711 Nostrand Ave. (Between Park Place & Sterling Place) Brooklyn, NY 11216

Guaranteed
Sterile EnvironmentDr. Irina Yesina

FAMILY DENTAL CARE
“Professional, Painless, Affordable

And Efficient Dental Provider”

  (White Only) 
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Congratulates the 2012 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION!

EXCELLENCE… DEDICATION… 
COMMITMENT…

These special words are reserved for these women who have devoted their time, 
energy, and hearts to improve the lives of others throughout Brooklyn.

IN CONEY ISLAND

AT THE

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR

GALA EVENT
5:30-9:00 PM

For Information Call: 
CAROL MAGLUILO

(718) 260-8319
cmagluilo@cnglocal.com

Order Tickets for Family & 
Friends - $75 per person

Includes access to Parking, Aquarium, 
Sea Lion Show, Cocktail Reception, 

desserts/coffee, awards

GALA EVENT, HELD AT THE

Coney Island on June 20, 2012, 5:30–9pm
 Will feature and celebrate some of the 

borough’s outstanding women.

For information call
Carol Magluilo
(718) 260-8319

Email: cmagluilo@cnglocal.com
Name:__________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________

Tel:_________________________  Email______________________________________________

Check Enclosed  Quantity  ____   MasterCard   VISA   AMEX

Card #_______________  EXP.______  Sec. Code____

Fax to (718) 260-2579 or Mail: One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Ticket orders must be in no later than Thursday, May 17,2012



Ju
ne

 8
-1

4,
 2

01
2 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Br
oo

kl
yn

/S
ta

te
n 

Is
la

nd
 • 

Pa
ge

 2
6

As part of their commit-
ment to making a differ-
ence in the communities in 
which they live and work, 
National Grid employees 
volunteered for the Bed-
Stuy Campaign Against 
Hunger SuperPantry to help 
feed families in Brooklyn.

National Grid employ-
ees sorted fresh and frozen 
produce and assisted with 
food distribution. Bed-Stuy 
Campaign Against Hunger 
(BSCAH) helps more than 
9,000 families each month 
with enough food for more 
than nine nutritious meals.

“With the challenging 
economy, many people 
are finding themselves in 
need for the first time,” 
said Sonya Johnson, senior 
counsel in National Grid’s 
Legal Department and 
coordinator of the volun-
teer activity. “This was a 
great opportunity for our 
department to volunteer 
with a local community 
organization that is mak-
ing a difference in people’s 
lives.”

BSCAH, located in the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant neigh-
borhood of Brooklyn, pro-
vides food and social serv-
ices for families in need.

The organization runs 
New York City’s largest 
emergency food pantry, 
super-market style where 
clients can select fresh 
fruits, vegetables and other 

food items. The fresh pro-
duce is grown in Victory 
Garden, BSCAH’s urban 
farm, which yields thou-
sands of pounds of fresh 
organic produce.

National Grid delivers 
electricity to approximate-
ly 3.3 million customers 
in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New York and 
Rhode Island. 

It manages the electric-
ity network on Long Island 
under an agreement with 
the Long Island Power 
Authority (LIPA), and owns 
over 4,000 megawatts of 

contracted electricity gen-
eration, providing power 
to over one million LIPA 
customers. It is the larg-
est distributor of natural 
gas in northeastern U.S., 
serving approximately 3.4 
million customers in New 
York, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Rhode 
Island.

For more information 
please visit our website: 
www.nationalgridus.com, 
Follow us on Twitter, Watch 
us on You Tube, Friend us 
on Facebook, find our pho-
tos on Flickr.

National Grid employees 
volunteer in Bed-Stuy

National Grid volunteers help distribute fresh produce 
at the Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger (BSCAH) 
SuperPantry. From left, Sonya Johnson, Ruchi Shah, 
Johanna Chung, Robert Foster, and Katherine Smith.
 Photo courtesy National Grid

Trinidad and Tobago 
will be one of six countries 
to benefit from the newly-
launched multi-million-
dollar Caribbean Local 
Economic Development 
(CARILED) program.

Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar speaking 
at the recent CARILED 
launch in Belize announced 
that CARILED’s Caribbean-
based regional project 
office will be in Trinidad 
and Tobago and the coun-
try will also offer in-kind 
contributions to CARILED 
to facilitate its work over 
the next six years.

She lauded the six-year 
regional program, which 

aims to promote local eco-
nomic development across 
the Caribbean by building 
local capacities and compe-
tencies in the area of local 
economic development 
through pilot projects in 
six target countries.

Persad-Bissessar empha-
sized that “local govern-
ment is at the heart of 
democracy” and serves as 
the foundation of a resil-
ient economy.

The key partners of 
CARILED include the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM), 
the Caribbean Forum 
of Local Government 
Ministers (CFLGM) and 

the Caribbean Association 
of Local Government 
Authorities (CALGA) and 
the CLGE.

The prime minister 
also thanked the Canadian 
International Development 
Association (CIDA) for 
fueling Can$23.2 million 
towards the Cariled initia-
tive.

P e r s a d - B i s s e s s a r 
was in Belize for the 
Commonwealth Local 
Government Forum 
(CLGF), which brings 
together heads of state 
and government through-
out the Commonwealth to 
advocate for a more demo-
cratic local government. 

Caribbean development program

FREE W
IFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 718-692-1515
Board Certified Otolaryngology. 
Ear, Nose & Throat–Facial Plastic Surgery

2256 Hendrickson Street (1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

Spring Fair
Spring Fair

233 Nostrand Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY11205

12pm-5pm

Rides
Activities 
And More!

Games 

Prizes
Food

FR
EE

Preferred Health Partners Bedford 
Williamsburg Center

INVITES YOU TO OUR

www.brooklyndocs.com

Rain Date: JUNE 23, 2012
(718) 826-5900

Stop by our “ask a doctor” tent for free consultations 

Get Free Health Screenings
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ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY WEDDING BANQUETS
and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-
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TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

By William Farrington
Like many kids growing up in 

Brooklyn, Brigitte James was going 
to be a rapper. It wasn’t until a spirit-
ual calling became a spiritual journey 
that the Guyana-born James took the 
name “Serious” and is today a sought 
after Holy Hip Hop artist.

This summer, she is preparing to 
release her next mix tape, record 
“Shofar” her first album and perform 
at Higher Calling 2K12 in Brooklyn’s 
Herbert Von King Park, Saturday, 
July 28. 

“My music,” she says, “speaks to 
those who are not necessarily found 
in church on Sunday morning, youths 
dealing with life’s tougher problems, 
being homeless or prostituting to 
survive.” 

On “Set Up,” lyrics come from per-
sonal experiences, describing how her 
anger led to finding herself. Serious 
starts with the question “Have you 
ever been set up?” before the beat 
kicks in, rapping “I cried hard, so 
hard, sometimes I ‘member, the fuel 
in my fire was the struggles with the 
paper” putting in words the frustra-
tions felt as a young teen, followed by 
the chorus “He’s setting me up for a 
take up.” 

Her “take up” occurred at 17 years 
of age. On a Sunday morning, “I got 
up, dressed for church, sat there 
and began a conversation with God, 

simple as that” she said. Its a con-
versation that continues and grown 
stronger. Since that day, she has 
gone on to become a news and sports 
reporter, married mother of a four-
year-old boy and a radio host before 
realizing her childhood dream, and 
not in the way she imagined.

Although one of her most popular 
songs “Light it Up” is a reggae Gospel 
song, Holy Hip Hop or Christian Rap 

has not taken hold in the Caribbean 
community or in New York City as 
it has in other regions, James finds 
herself performing out of town more 
often than not, but hopes to have an 
impact on local audiences.

Her set at Higher Calling 2K12 is 
a step in that direction. The concert 
showcases Urban Gospel, Christian 
Hip Hop, and Spoken Word artists, 25 
in all, including Gauge, Prodigal Son, 
Leavin Stephen, Blood Coalition, 3D 
Remedy, The Rich Boys and more, 
Saturday, July 28 at 4:00 p.m. in 
Brooklyn’s Herbert Von King Park.

Kingdom Time Entertainment has 
made this an annual event, attract-
ing 500 to 600 hundred fans from 
the tri-state area. This year expecta-
tions are high as Kingdom Time CEO 
Marcus Hall feels the time has come 
for Urban Gospel calling it a “growing 
subculture starting to break through 
to the main stream.”

“Shofar”, on Holywood records will 
be Serious’ trumpet call to reach out 
to new ears. She goes into the studio 
in Florida in August. “Sound the 
alarm! Let the enemy know we are 
at war!”  is the hook, it will feature 
a grittier harder sound she says. As 
for the title, in the Old Testament, 
the Jews blew a shofar to send troops 
into battle, she explains. It originated 
from a dream over two years ago and 
is taking shape still.

Brigitte James gets serious with ‘Shofar’

Holy Hip Hop artist Brigitte 
“Serious” James will be perform-
ing at Higher Calling 2K12 in 
Herbert Von King Park in Brooklyn 
in July. Following her appearance 
she will be recording her first 
album Shofar at Holywood records 
studio. photo William Farrington
 Photo by William Farrington

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!
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Calypso king, the Mighty Sparrow is slated for a guest 
appearance at a one-night, Brooklyn, concert event titled 
“Ancestral Chant – The Celebration Continues.” 

Presented by Brooklyn-based dance company Something 
Positive, the event will be held June 9 at Kumble Theater 
for the Performing Arts on the Brooklyn campus of Long 
Island University. 

Billed to commemorate Caribbean 
Heritage Month and the company’s 2012 
performance season the annual event will 
honor the company’s founder Cheryl Byron, 
Dr. Pearl Primus and Nina Simone.

A pre-event reception will be co-host-
ed by James Briggs Murray and author 
Akoshia Yoba and will be highlighted by 
the presence of the calypso king of The 
World, The Mighty Sparrow.

State senator Kevin Parker and actor 
Justin A. Davis of HBO’s “Boardwalk 
Empire” will also attend.

The gala will also introduce the Cheryl 
Byron Spirit Award honoring socialite 
Hazra Ali, business executive, Gail Yvette 
Davis and restaurateur Charmaine Gumbs 
for their contributions to the cultural com-
munity in New York.

Previous guests have included actors 
Danny Glover and Hazelle Goodman and 
recording T&T recording artist David 
Rudder.

Entertainment will be provided by the Nyasha Rhoden 
Steel Pan Quartet and DJ Keith.  

Reportedly, “Ancestral Chant” celebrates the artistic 
legacies of three icons of African American and Caribbean 

Culture – Byron, rapso music pioneer, dancer and compa-
ny founder, Dr. Primus, acclaimed grandmother of African 
American dance and Simone, jazz legend Simone.

The company will perform three stellar selections to 
honor the achieving women.

“Sweet Nina Suite,” a five section piece created -- by 
artistic director Michael Manswell -- and set to the music 
of Nina Simone will laud the singer’s iconic contribution 
to music.

“The Wedding” which was first mounted on the Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater in 1961 will hail Dr. 
Primus.

And Byron’s riveting “Ancestral Chant” which was cho-
reographed in honor of her friend and mentor, Dr. Primus 
will pay tribute to the legacy of the talented Trinidad & 
Tobago national.  

For more info. Log on to www.kumbletheater.org.

Everybody’s Ask To Choose Top 10 T&T, 
Jamaica Nationals

The editor of Everybody’s Magazine is challenging 
Caribbean nationals to submit nominations for the top 10 
personalities to distinguish themselves during Trinidad & 
Tobago and Jamaica’s 50 years of self governance. Herman 
Hall, publisher of the Caribbean, lifestyle magazine issued 
the challenge to readers willing to cast votes for person-
alities “in public service, entertainment, sports and other 
professions” 

His suggestion asks: “Can you name a person of 
Jamaica or Trinidad & Tobago heritage who became an 
international household name during the last 50 years, 
1962-2012?”

He also wants to hear from readers versed in measuring 
the most popular songs in Jamaica or the most popular 
calypsos in Trinidad & Tobago during the same period.

For more information log on to www.everybodysmag.
com.

 Catch You On The Inside!

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Mighty Sparrow promises something positive

Something Positive dance company. 
 Photo by Marcia Wilson/Wide Vision Photography

Happy Father’s Day!

Enjoy a sorrel martini, sour-sop colada, plantain
crusted snapper or guava barbecue salmon in a
sexy, stylish setting this Father’s Day Weekend.

Live Steel - Pan Jazz 
with Garvin Blake and Friends

For Reservations and Information Call
(718) 230-3954

                        Come to
to see what everyone is taking about!

238 Flatbush at Bergen Street in Brooklyn
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 “The Contradictions of Fair 
Hope,” the directorial debut 
of S. Epatha Merkerson and 
Rockell Metcalf, is a powerful 
portrait of one of the nation’s 
last surviving benevolent soci-
eties—a self-help group formed 
after Emancipation to help 
freed slaves take care of the 
sick, feed the hungry and bury 
the dead. 

Narrated by Whoopi 
Goldberg, the film follows the 
Fair Hope Benevolent Society 
in Alabama during its annual anniversary celebration, 
which has over the years been co-opted by a notorious out-
door festival called the “Foot Wash.” As the faithful and the 
faithless collide, “Contradictions” provides an eye-opening 
examination of Black history and current culture.

The film shows how a people stripped of knowledge 
of self have wound up in crisis. Examining the complex 
history and interplay between the Fair Hope Benevolent 
Society and the celebration now known as the “Foot 
Wash,” the film offers up compelling personal stories from 
society members and local residents along with those of 

By Tangerine Clarke
Impressions Dance 

Theatre will present  
“A Journey To New 
Beginnings” -when its 10th 
Anniversary Dance Recital 
takes to the stage of the 

Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center, located at 153-10 
Jamaica Ave. in Queens. 

The Sunday, June 25 
show will begin at 4:00 p.m., 
and will bring together a 

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Men in Black III is a  fitting, 
franchise finale featuring all 
the fixins for a satisfying send-
off!’ Kam Williams – Page 33

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

By John Marrast
Thelma Hill Performing Arts 

Center (THPAC) in association 
with LIU Brooklyn’s Kumble 
Theater present the annual “Souls 
of Our Feet: People of Color Dance 
Festival,” June 17 at 7:00 p.m. and 
June 19 and 20 at 7:30 p.m. 

A mainstay on the New York 
dance landscape, the festival con-
tinues to provide a platform for 
dancers of color. LIU Brooklyn has 
served as the festival’s home since 
1992.

The highlight of the 37th season 

is the revival of “Tilt,” by renowned 
Tony and Emmy Award-winning 
choreographer and director George 
Faison. Originally choreographed 
for the Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater in 1975, “Tilt” foreshad-
owed the end of pinball machines 
and the coming age of video games. 
The work is set to the music of 
Labelle and Ashford & Simpson.

The festival opens June 17, with 
“Tilt” and new works from dance 
powerhouse Sidra Bell and the 
Philadelphia-based, Dance 4 Nia. 

On June 19, a special evening 

entitled, “Dance Sons of Brooklyn,” 
includes works from Germaul 
Barnes, Malcolm Low and Jamal 
Jackson. 

The season closes with presen-
tations from choreographer and 
former Hamburg Ballet princi-
pal dancer Francesca Harper, the 
New York-based company DANCE 
IQUAIL and Faison’s “Tilt.”

Kumble Theater is located on 
Flatbush Avenue between DeKalb 
Avenue and Willoughby Street. 

For more information about the 
festival, visit www.thelmahill.com.

Continued on next page

S. Epatha Merkerson.

Powerful portrait of 
Fair Hope society

Dance Iquail.  Photo by Rachel Neville

y John Marrast
Th l Hill P f i A t

is the revival of “Tilt,” by renowned
T d E A d i i

entitled, “Dance Sons of Brooklyn,” 
i l d k f G l

ance Iquail. Photo by Rachel Neville

People of Color Dance Festival People of Color Dance Festival 

SOULS OF SOULS OF 
OUR FEETOUR FEET

Journey with 
‘Impressions’ 

Impressions Dance Theatre presents Journey To 
New Beginnings. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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By Chudi Chukwudi
This June 16th, 

Abstract Entertainment 
presents Pan Jazz 2012’s 
production of Music - The 
Original Social Media at 
the eighth annual pres-
entation Saturday, June 
16 at Frederick P. Rose 
Hall at Jazz at Lincoln 
Center, 60th Street & 
Broadway, New York City 
commencing at  7:00 
p.m.

Once again celebrate 
the hypnotic, unifying 
grip that transcends 
time and borders with 
the stylings of the simply 
electrifying Soca Queen 
Alison Hinds and the 
thought-elevating rebel 
sounds of Thandiswa 
Mazwai backed by an All-
Star band.

Returning off of last 
year’s exciting col-
laboration with legen-
dary Trumpeter Hugh 
Masekela will be Victor 
Provost and Leon Foster 
Thomas. Also returning 
this year from St. Lucia 
is famed guitarist Ronald 

“Boo” Hinskon. Appearing 
for the first time with 
Pan Jazz’s South African 
bassist Bikith Kumalo 
and the Multi-Faceted 
Mino Cinelo and from 
Suriname, Etienne 
Stadwick and many 
more.  

Musical arrangements 
will be led by Pan Jazz 
veteran Etienne Charles, 
whose growing musi-
cal popularity continues 
globally. The creation 
of this year’s concept by 
Darryl Ramsey (creative 
Director) will take you 
on the journey exploring 
the very fabric of this 
social medium, “Music.” 

Former Miss Universe 
and current Pan Jazz 
ambassador Wendy 
Fitzwilliam will host the 
event.

 As the Pan Jazz  pro-
ductions continue to cap-
tivate its audiences yearly 
with new concepts it has 
not strayed away from 
its key mission to pro-
vide Caribbean artistes a 
creative outlet in a high-

end setting that explores 
the unexplored.  

“We are excited about 
working with Alison 
Hinds” as this very tal-
ented entertainer whom 
I have enjoyed at many 
carnival fetes will now 
showcase one of her 
many dimensions in this 
Pan Jazz setting,” says 
Ralph Ramsey.” moreo-
ver a chance to work 
with Thandiswa Mazwai 
whom if you listened 
and absorbed her music 
Miriam Makeba / Rita 
Marley comes to mind.” 

This year’s produc-
tion is being dedicated 
to Ralph MacDonald, 
Grammy award winning 
percussionist, songwrit-
er and producer.

A complimentary pre-
concert reception preced-
ing the show a “Taste of 
the Caribbean Festival,” 
takes place from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. in the Jazz at 
Lincoln Center Atrium.

For more information 
call Toll Free 855-PAN-
JAZZ

“Foot Wash” attendees. Through 
the objective eye of the camera, 
viewers are given an insider’s 
look at this community which is 
at once unique and a reflection 
of the ills of modern Black soci-
ety. Currently on the festival cir-
cuit, Contradictions has taken 
numerous awards, including 
Best Film, Best Direction, Best 
Documentary and Filmmakers’ 
Choice awards at the San Diego 
Black Film Festival, Best Feature 
Film at the Texas Black Film 
Festival, Best Documentary at 
the International Pan African 
Film Festival (Cannes, France) 
and the Paul Robeson Award 
for Best Documentary at the 
Newark Black Film Festival.

“I have always loved history 
and was intrigued when I heard 
about this benevolent society 
and how and why it was created. 

How did this noble organiza-
tion, born out of need, spiral out 
of control?” said Ms. Merkerson. 
“This movement from ‘heaven 
to hell’ is at the heart of the film 
and we know that viewers will be 
captivated as the story unfolds.”

“My grandmother, at 98, is 
the oldest surviving member 
of the Fair Hope Benevolent 
Society,” said Metcalf. “It was 
not until a few years ago that 
I actually sat down with her 
and had a detailed conversation 
about the role that Fair Hope 
and other benevolent societies 
played in helping freed slaves 
transition from slavery to free-
dom. I thought it was important 
to highlight this incredible his-
tory and the significant role that 
benevolent societies, in general, 
have played in shaping African 
American history.”

S. Epatha Merkerson, Rockell 

Metcalf, Mark Roppel, Jesse L. 
Martin and Sheila Johnson are 
executive producers of the film, 
which features the music of 
celebrated composer Christian 
McBride.

For more information about 
Contradictions—which will be 
seen this summer at the 14th 

Roxbury International Film 
Festival (Boston), American 
Black Film Festival (Miami), 
Newark Black Film Festival 
(Newark, NJ) and Martha’s 
Vineyard African American Film 
Festival—visit the official web-
site at http://contradictionsof-
fairhope.com.  

TOP 10 
SINGLES

1

2

3

4
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6

7

8

9

10

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Born And Raised
John Mayer                                                             

Once Upon Another Time
Sara Bareilles                                                                                      

Up All Night
One Direction                                                                                                                  

21
Adele                                                                                                              

The Wall
Pink Floyd                                                                                                      

Apocalyptic Love
Slash                                                         

Vows
Kimbra                                                                                   

My Head Is An Animal
Of Monsters And Men                                                                                                                   

American Idol: Season 11
Soundtrack                             

American Idol: Season 11
Phillip Phillips                                                                   

Somebody That I Used to Know
Gotye Feat. Kimbra

We Are Young
Fun. Feat. Janelle Monae

Starships
Nicki Minaj

Wild Ones
Flo Rida Feat. Sia

Glad You Came
The Wanted

Payphone
Maroon 5 Fea.t Wiz Khalifa

Call Me Maybe
Carly Rae Jepsen

What Makes You Beautiful
One Direction

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson

Drive By
Train

Continued from previous page

‘Impressions’

Fair Hope society

diverse group 
of young stu-

dents of Caribbean, Latin America, Canadian 
and American roots to exhibit their skills and 
love of the art form applied during one year 
of class sessions.

The music of award-winning artists such as 
Celine Dion, Beyonce, Deborah Cox, Michael 
Jackson, Whitney Houston and others will 
bring the audience alive when the students 
take center stage to celebrate this significant 
milestone. 

Renowned Trinidad-born dancer, singer 
and artistic director Michael Manswell will be 
the Emcee of the show.

The Cambria Heights Impressions Dance 
Theatre is the recipient of numerous awards 
for their show-stopping performances at the 
Guyana Folk Festival in Brooklyn, New York 
City Hall, City College and The Holiday Inn.

The students have also performed at the 
Barbados Springer Alumnae Association, the 
Empire State Grand Chapter, and the Harry 
Bissoon Guyana Day Celebration, in addition 
to a presentation that was well received at the 
Prince of Peach Lutheran Church in Queens. 

President and Artistic Director Verna 
Walcott-White said she is excited to showcase 
the talents of her dancers during two hours 
of energetic choreography that will showcase 
elements of Afro Caribbean, Ballet, Pointe, 
Modern, Praise/Liturgical, Indian Classical 
and Hip Hop.

Walcott-White expressed pride at the incred-
ible milestone her students have achieved, 
and look forward to what is expected to be a 
spectacular presentation.

An award-winning choreographer, Walcott-
White describes herself as a creative, prolific 
and proficient artist whose experience derives 
from many regional and international tours 
and performances workshops. She was an 
instructor with the Guyana National School 
of Dance, and a member/choreographer with 
the Guyana National Dancer Company.

Continued from previous page

Jamel collage. Photo by Jamel Shabazz

Pan Jazz at 
Lincoln Center
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By Kam Williams
 One sign that scriptwrit-

ers have run out of fresh ideas 
is when they lazily recycle 
the shopworn, time-travel 
theme in order to extend an 
expiring film series. This ill-
advised approach has been 
employed over the years in 
service of such sorry sequels 
as “The Three Stooges Meet 
Hercules” (1962), “Escape 
from the Planet of the Apes” 
(1971), “Star Trek IV: The 
Voyage Home” (1986) and 
“Beastmaster 2: Through 

the Portal of Time” (1991), 
to name a few.     

Even “Back to the Future 
III” (1990) doubled-down 
on the dubious cinematic 
device when it had Michael 
J. Fox teleported back to the 
Wild, Wild West instead of 
to the Fifties like the ear-
lier installments. Industry 
insiders use the Happy 
Days-inspired catchphrase 
“Jumping the Shark” to 
mark the moment a far-
fetched episode plunges a 
franchise headlong into an 
irreversible tailspin.          

Fortunately, the rela-
tively-captivating “Men 
in Black III” is more than 
just another, idea-bereft 
take-the-money-and-run 
rip-off. Directed by Barry 
Sonnenfeld (MIB & MIB II), 
the picture reunites Will 
Smith and Tommy Lee Jones 
as alien-hunting Agents J 
and K, respectively.            

However, don’t expect 
to see much of Jones this 
go-round, since he only 
makes what really amounts 
to a couple of cameo 
appearances during the 
flick’s wraparound open-
ing and closing sequences. 
Otherwise, Josh Brolin 
plays K for the balance of 
the story which unfolds in 

the summer of 1969.            
At the picture’s point 

of departure, we find a 
one-armed convict called 
Boris the Animal (Jemaine 
Clement) sitting behind 
bars inside Lunar Max, a 
maximum security prison 
located on the Moon. The 
evil alien soon escapes 
with the help of his cake-

bearing girlfriend (Nicole 
Scherzinger), his first visi-
tor in over 40 years.            

Next, Agent J catches 
wind of the missing fugi-
tive’s plans to venture back-
wards in time to exact a 
measure of revenge on Agent 
K for having shot off his 
limb. The vindictive Boris 
also intends to spearhead 
an intergalactic invasion 
of Earth by the Boglodites, 
a bloodthirsty race of his 
rogue relatives. Naturally, 
J decides to return to the 
past, too, to keep the world 
safe for humanity and to 
make sure his partner sur-
vives any attempted rewrite 
of history.            

Courtesy of some pre-
posterous, pseudo-scientific 
mumbo-jumbo, J learns 
how to time travel and that 
he must accomplish all of 
the above and return to 
the present in less than 24 

hours, before a breach in 
the temporal fracture clos-
es. (What?) Anyhow, upon 
arriving on July 16, 1969, 
Agent J introduces himself 
to the 29-year-old incarna-
tion of already-humorless 
Agent K, and does his darn-
dest to loosen up that trade-
mark, Type-A personality.              

What ensues is an engag-
ing enough mix of special 
effects-driven mirth and 
mayhem, with the tension 
being wound around the 
imperiled launch of Apollo 
11 at Cape Canaveral. 
But since there’s never a 
doubt that Boris and the 
Boglodites are destined to 
be subdued, the true payoff 
arrives after the action sub-
sides by way of an emotional 
revelation that it would be 
unfair to spoil.          

A fitting, franchise finale 
featuring all the fixins for a 
satisfying sendoff!

“Men in Black III”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for vio-
lence and suggestive 
content.
Running time: 103 
minutes
Distributor: Columbia 
Pictures       

Bel Ami (R for nudity, 
graphic sexuality and brief 
profanity) Romance drama, 
set in Paris in the 1890s, 
about an ambitious young 
politician (Robert Pattinson) 
who rises to power by seduc-
ing the city’s wealthiest and 
most-influential women. 
With Uma Thurman, 
Christina Ricci and Kristin 
Scott Thomas.

Corpo Celeste (Unrated) 
Coming-of-age drama about 
a 13-year-old (Yle Vianello) 
who resists the pressure to 
practice Catholicism when 
her family moves back to Italy 
after living in Switzerland 
for a decade. With Salvatore 
Cantalupo, Anita Caprioli 
and Paola Lavini. (In Italian 
with subtitles) 

Dark Horse (Unrated) 
Todd Solondz directed this 
romance drama about the 
love which blossoms between 
a couple of dysfunctional 
adults still living with their 
parents, one (Jordan Gelber), 
a toy collector, the other 
(Selma Blair), a clinically-
depressed, aspiring writer. 
Supporting cast includes 
Christopher Walken, Mia 
Farrow and Jusin Bartha.   

Knockdown (Unrated) 
Two-fisted tale of redemp-
tion about a disgraced boxer 
(Casey T. Evans), betrayed by 
a bookie, who moves from St. 

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

Louis to Bangkok where he 
secretly returns to the ring 
on the underground circuit 
until his past catches up with 
him when he is recognized by 
a mysterious fight fan from 
his hometown. With Tom 
Arnold, Bai Ling, Alex Veadov 
and Nick Faltas. 

Lola Versus (R for profan-
ity, sexuality and drug use) 
Greta Gerwig stars in the 
title role of this romantic 
comedy about a jilted bride-
to-be’s promiscuity in the 
wake of being dumped by 
her fiancé (Joel Kinnaman) 
just three weeks before their 
wedding day. Cast includes 
Hamish Linklater, Zoe 
Lister-Jones, Debra Winger 
and Bill Pullman. 

Patagonia Rising 
(Unrated) Eco-documentary 
chronicling the battle 
between conservationists 
and an insensitive, multi-
national corporation plan-
ning to build five dams on 
free-flowing rivers in Chile’s 
pristine Patagonia region. 
(In English and Spanish 
with subtitles) 

Paul Williams: Still Alive 
(PG-13 for drug refer-
ences and brief profanity) 
Reverential biopic about the 
legendary singer/songwriter 
and talk show staple best 
known as the composer 
of a string of hits in the 
Seventies, including “We’ve 
Only Just Begun,” “Just 
an Old Fashioned Love 
Song” and “Rainy Days and 
Mondays.” 

Peace, Love & 
Misunderstanding (R for 
drug use and sexual refer-
ences)

Dysfunctional fam-
ily dramedy about a tightly-
wound, Manhattan attor-
ney (Katherine Keener) 
in a failing marriage who 
takes her teenage kids (Nate 
Wolff and Elizabeth Olsen) 
upstate to Woodstock to 
meet their estranged grand-
mother (Jane Fonda) for 
the first time in their lives. 
With Kyle MacLachlan, 
Rosanna Arquette and Chace 
Crawford.      

Safety Not Guaranteed (R 
for profanity and sexual refer-

ences) Sci-fi comedy about a 
magazine reporter (Aubrey 
Plaza) who, much to the 
chagrin of coworkers (Karan 

Soni and Jake M. Johnson) 
also covering the story, falls 
head over heels for the weir-
do (Mark Duplass) looking 

for a companion to travel 
back in time with him. With 
Basil Harris, Jeff Garlin and 
Lauren Carlos.

Mirth and mayhem in alien-fighting franchise

Tommy Lee Jones and Will Smith as alien-hunting 
Agents K and J, respectively.

“SNOW WHITE &THE HUNTSMAN”A ROTH FILMS PRODUCTIONUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS KRISTEN STEWART CHARLIZE THERON CHRIS HEMSWORTH IAN MCSHANESAM CLAFLIN
BOB HOSKINS RAY WINSTONE NICK FROST TOBY JONES MUSIC

BY JAMES NEWTON HOWARD GLORIA BORDERSPALAK PATELEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

PRODUCED
BY JOE ROTH SAM MERCER SCREEN STORY

BY EVAN DAUGHERTY
AND  JOHN LEE HANCOCK AND HOSSEIN AMINIEVAN DAUGHERTYSCREENPLAY

BY
SOUNDTRACK ON 

UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC RECORDS  
DIRECTED

BY RUPERT SANDERS A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2011 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

“A BREATHTAKING 
EXPERIENCE
THAT SHOULDN’T BE MISSED.

A FLAT-OUT MASTERPIECE!”
Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV

 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
 MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes – Text SNOWWHITE with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 

No charge from 43KIX, Msg&data rates may apply. Text HELP for info.
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

FRIDAY, JUNE 8

Guyana Independence The 46th Anniversary 
of Guyana’s Independence will be celebrated 
at Brooklyn Borough Hall, 209 Joralemon St., 
Brooklyn, 5:30 p.m.  - 9:00 p.m., honoring 
Guyanese who have distinguished themselves 
in the media, film, radio, TV, music and more 
followed by a “Taste of Guyana Reception” 
with back-home food, music and drinks in the 
Rotunda. For detailed information, call Patricia 
Jordon-Langford at (917) 541-4101 or the 
Consulate at (212) 947-5115.

SATURDAY, JUNE 9

Poets, Rapper, Singers The Baychester 
Library, 2049 Asch Loop North, Bronx, presents 
“A Versified Voyage” featuring Beverly Chavies, 
Bob McNeil and a special guest sharing poems 
and songs along with an open mic jam session 
for poets, rappers and singers, 2:00 p.m. For 
information, call the Library at (718) 379-6700.

Book & DVD Sale Friends of Clinton Hill 
Library, 380 Washington  Ave. at Lafayette Ave., 
Brooklyn, will be holding a sale featuring books, 
DVD’s, VHS’s, CD’s and more including fun family 
activities to help benefit programs and materials 
at the library, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. For infor-
mation, call (718) 398-8713.

Jazz: Booklyn’s Beat The Heart of Booklyn 
and WBGO 88.3 FM present Jazz: Brooklyn’s 
Beat featuring Samba with the Sea Lions, 12 
noon, at the Prospect Park Zoo, 450 Flatbush 
Ave., Brooklyn. Free with Zoo admission. For 
information, call (718) 638-7700.

Adidas Jamboree Adidas Grand Prix and Irie 
Jamboree present adidas Jamboree After Track 
Meet Concert honoring Jamaica and Trinidad’s 
50th Independence and celebrating our athletes’ 
road to the 2012 Olympics, at Icahn  Stadium, 
Randall’s Island, N.Y. Track meet and concert 
1:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. For tickets online, visit 
www.adidasgrandprix.com or www.iriejamradio.
com (use promo code IRIEJAMAGP for discount) 
or for information, call 888.IRIE.NYC.

Community Meeting The Eastern Queens 
Alliance, Inc. invites you to participate in its 
Community Cafe, a neighborhood conversa-
tion focusing on educating children, how to 
ensure children are achieving at the highest 
possible levels and exploring ways to raise stu-
dent achievement, 8:30 a.m. - 12 noon at York 
College, CUNY, Faculty Dining  Room, 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, Queens. Breakfast 
served. For information and to RSVP, visit info@
easternqueensalliance.org or call (347) 824-
2301.

SUNDAY, JUNE 10

Spay/Neuter Clinics Petland Discounts and 
the ASPCA Mobile Unit are offering dog and cat 
spay/neuter clinics in Queens on Sunday, June 
10 at the Stop & Shop Center, 7414 Grand Ave., 
Maspeth; Monday, June 11 at 3720 Main St., 
between 38 and 39 avenues, Flushing and at 
134-40 Springfield Blvd., corner of Merrick Blvd., 
Springfield Gardens; and Friday, June 15 at 
55-52 Myrtle Ave., between Cypress and Putnam, 
Ridgewood, all beginning at 7:00 a.m. For infor-
mation, call Amy Eisenberg at (631) 273-6363.

present their large scale public artworks trans-
formed onto lunchroom tables addressing social 
issues in their communities,  10:00 a.m. at 53K 
at Detective Joseph Mayrose Park, Seventh Ave., 
between 17 and 18 streets and 12 noon at Mark 
Twain at Kaiser Park, Neptune Ave. at 27 St., 
Brooklyn. For information, visit www.leapnyc.org.

THURSDAY, JUNE 14

Live Concert The Pines will stage a special 
concert in celebration of their new album “Dark 
So Gold” showcasing a blend of indie-folk, rock 
and blues, 7:30 p.m. at Joe’s Pub, 425 Lafeyette 
St., N.Y. For tickets and information, call (212) 
539-8778.

Parks Exhibition LeAp’s student artists of 10 
public middle schools from all five boroughs will 
present their large-scale public artworks trans-
formed onto lunchroom tables addressing social 
issues in their communities, 10:00 a.m. at 75Q 
at Forest Park, Jackson Point Playground, corner 
of Myrtle Ave. and Park Lane South and 12 noon 
at 9Q at Juniper Valley Park, near flagpole at 
Juniper Blvd. South at 78 St., Queens. For infor-
mation, visit www.leapnyc.org.

ONGOING

Arts and Culture Fest The Creative Side 
presents an arts and culture festival featuring 
artists, crafters, designers and vendors with 
fashion items, jewelry, paintings, sculpture, 
home decor, ceramics, photography and crafts, 
Saturdays thru Oct. 20, 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
at Parkside Plaza, intersection of Ocean and 
Parkside avenues, Brooklyn. For information, visit 
www.artsculturefest.com or call (347) 224-4295.                                                               
                                       
Financial Coaching The NHS of East Flatbush 
is offering The Financial Capabilities and 
Coaching Program focusing on helping you reach 
your goals such as paying off bills, saving for 
a home, improving credit scores and more. For 
more information, call (718) 469-4679.

Home Improvements Warmer weather is 
home repair weather. Do you need major repairs 
done but lack the finances? NHS of East Flatbush 
can assist you. For more information on home 
improvement programs, call (718) 469-4679.

Foreclosure Services The Flatbush 
Development Corporation, NHS of East Flatbush 
and the Center for N.Y. City Neighborhoods are 
offering free foreclosure intervention services 
and referral for legal assistance. To schedule an 
appointment, call (718) 469-4679. 
  
Food Stamp Outreach Find out if you are 
eligible to receive Food Stamp benefits! A rep-
resentative from the NYC Human Resources 
Administration will be available to assist you with 
eligibility pre-screening and to answer any ques-
tions every Tuesday and Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 12, 4101 White 
Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. For more informa-
tion, call (718) 881-4455.

Tai Chi Stop. Breath. Relax. Join Tai Chi Easy, 
a wellness practice combining Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation and Chinese healing, taught by Daniel 
Weicher, certified teacher in Integral Qigong 
and Tai Chi, every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 
a.m. at the Moore Street Market, 110 Moore St., 
entrance on Humbolt St., Brooklyn. Donations are 
appreciated. Call (914) 673-6016 for information.

 Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

MONDAY, JUNE 11

Jazzy Mondays Jazzy Mondays presents The 
Donald Smith Quartet featuring performances 
by young musicians from PS 3, PS 5, PS 137 
and IS 113, 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., at For My 
Sweet, 1103 Fulton St. at Claver Place, Brooklyn. 
For information, call (718) 857-1427, (917) 757-
0170 or to RSVP, email jazzymondays@gmail.
com.

Parks Exhibition LeAp’s student artists of 10 
public middle schools from all five boroughs will 
present their large-scale public artworks trans-
formed onto lunchroom tables addressing social 
issues in their communities, 9:00 a.m. at 219X 
at Claremont Park at top of park near gazebo 
where Teller Ave. meets Morris Ave. off East Mt. 
Eden Ave. and 10:30 a.m. at Accion Academy 
at Crotona Park, in front of tennis house along 
Crotona Ave. between Claremont Pkwy. and 
Crotona Park North, Bronx. For information, visit 
www.leapnyc.org.

TUESDAY, JUNE 12

J@LC J@LC presents Paquito D’Rivera: Boleros 
de Chopin, on saxophone and clarinet and 
accompanied by trumpet, trombone, piano, 
bass, drums and percussion, Tuesday - Sunday, 

June 12-17, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. at Dizzy’s 
Club Coca-Cola, 5th Fl., Frederick P. Rose Hall, 
Broadway at 60 S., N.Y. For tickets, information 
and to RSVP, call (212) 258-9595 or visit jalc.
org. 

Parks Exhibition LeAp’s student artists of 10 
public middle schools from all five boroughs will 
present their large-scale public artworks trans-
formed onto lunchroom tables addressing social 
issues in their communities, 9:00 a.m. at Salk 
School of Science at Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
Playground, Second Ave. at 19 St. and 11:00 a.m. 
at 169M at Central Park, at basketball courts by 
Great Lawn, entrance at 85 St., Manhattan. For 
information, visit www.leapnyc.org.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13

Memory Center The Memory Center and the 
Alzheimers Poetry Project launch the Memory 
Arts Cafe with jazz singer Louise Rogers and 
pianist Mark Kross performing well known jazz 
standards, 6:00 p.m. at the New York Memory 
Center, 199 14 St., near Fourth Ave., Brooklyn. 
Admission free. For information, call (718) 499-
7701 or visit alzpoetry.com.
  
Parks Exhibition LeAp’s student artists of 10 
public middle schools from all five boroughs will 

Tai Chi
Stop. Breath. Relax. Join Tai Chi Easy, 

a wellness practice combining Tai-chi, 
Qigong, meditation & Chinese heal-
ing, taught by Daniel Weicher, certified 
teacher in Integral Qigong & Tai Chi, 
every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
at the Moore Street Market, 110 Moore 
St., entrance on Humbolt St., Brooklyn. 
Donations are appreciated. Call (914) 
673-6016 for information.

Financial Coaching 
We all have goals - paying off bills, saving for 
a home, improving our credit score, etc., etc. 
The Financial Capabilties & Coaching Program 
is a personal approach to help reach goals. 
For more information, call the Neighborhood 
Housing Services of East Flatbush at (718) 
469-4679.

Computer Training 
Mount Carmel Worship and Outreach 

Center is holding adult and children computer 
training programs, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. or 
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (917) 
609-0909 for registration details.
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Dr. Steven C. Tawil: Colon Cancer Screening & Prevention
By Camille Sperrazza

Stop postponing your 
colonoscopy. 

Everyone age 50 and 
over needs one, but African-
Americans are at an espe-
cially high risk of developing 
colon cancer, says Dr. Steven 
C. Tawil, gastroenterologist 
and internist. 

“It is recommended that 
they be screened for colon 
cancer at age 45,” says the 
doctor. 

The reasons the mortal-
ity rate is higher for African-
Americans is not known, says 
Dr. Tawil, but the good news 
is that having this simple 
procedure “can improve the 
numbers.” 

It has never been easier or 
more convenient to undergo 
this procedure. It can be done 
right in Dr. Tawil’s Brighton 
Beach office, with an anes-
thesiologist present. 

“This means it is an 100 
percent painless procedure,” 
says the doctor. 

The administration of 
the anesthesia is quick, so 
patients feel no pain, he 
assures. The presence of the 
anesthesiologist also means 
that a patient’s vital signs are 
constantly being monitored. 

“It’s another pair of hands 
in the room, another doc-
tor checking oxygen, heart 
rhythms, and pulse,” says 
Dr. Tawil. “It’s all about the 
comfort and safety of the 
patient.” 

Dr. Tawil’s office is rec-
ognized by the American 
Association for Accreditation 
of Ambulatory Surgery. 
Facilities accredited by this 
organization must meet rigor-
ous standards of cleanliness 
and other criteria that assures 
the highest standards, says 
the doctor. This feat is not 
an easy achievement, and he 
takes pride that his practice is 
held in such high esteem. 

The Brighton Beach 
Avenue facility, at the same 
location since 1991, recently 
moved from the second floor 
to the third floor, securing a 
new 6,000 square foot office. 
Among the highlights is an 
endoscopy suite with a private 
changing room, a recovery 
room, and a private bathroom 
in the recovery room. Such a 
set-up makes screening easy 
for the patient, as there’s no 
running down a hall to find 
a toilet. Everything is conve-
nient and private. 

Make an appointment to 
see him if you have rectal 
bleeding. This could be a sign 
of colon cancer, and should 
never be ignored, says the 

doctor. A change in bowel 
habits or unexplained weight 
loss are other reasons to 
undergo an exam. If there is a 
history of polyps in the fam-
ily, being screened is a must, 
he says. Polyps are small 
growths that occur on the 
wall of the colon, and if they 
are not removed, some may 
eventually turn into cancer, 
says Dr. Tawil. The removal 
of polyps can be done right 
after the colonoscopy is per-
formed, while the patient is 
still under anesthesia. That 
way, patients don’t have to 
return to get another proce-
dure. 

Patients can also come to 
him to get their blood pres-
sure checked and their sugar 
levels monitored. He also 
treats heartburn, ulcers, con-
stipation, liver issues, and 
stomach ailments. He spe-
cializes in the treatment of 
hepatitis, particularly hepa-
titis C. 

“We have the latest treat-
ment, available right in the 
office,” he says. 

Dr. Tawil’s credentials 
are impeccable. He is board-
certified in internal medicine 
and gastroenterology, which 
means a “double certifica-
tion,” he notes. In addition, 
he is re-certified every 10 
years, which involves under-
going a seven-hour test. It 
all proves he is at the top of 
his game, aware of the most 
recent developments in the 
field. 

A graduate of Syracuse 
University, Dr. Tawil trained 
at the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine for five years. 
He is on staff at the New 
York Methodist Hospital, and 
is a member of the American 
College of Physicians; the 
New York State Medical 
Society; the American 
Medical Association; and 
the American College of 
Gastroenterology.  

The office accepts most 
major health plans, including 
Medicare and Medicaid. For 
the convenience of his hard-
working patients, the office 
is now open on Sundays. It is 
handicapped accessible, and 
convenient to bus and trains. 
The doctor sees patients by 
appointment. 

Dr. Tawil [130 Brighton 
Beach Ave. between Ocean 
Parkway and Coney Island 
Avenue in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 946-7557]. Open 
Sundays, 9 am to 1 pm; 
Mondays, 9 am to 4:30 pm; 
and Wednesdays, 9 am to 6:30 
pm. Procedures are performed 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.        

Dr. Steven C. Tawil
Board-certified stomach specialist 
has the latest PAINLESS techniques 
to diagnose and cure:

DR. STEVEN C. TAWIL
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave. 
(Corner of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

Brooklyn, NY 11235
Dr. Steven C. Tawil, BS,  

Brandeis University, MD, Syracuse University,  
Board Certified In Internal Medicine 

And Gastroenterology,  
Albert Einstein College Of Medicine

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other 

Insurance Assignments
Accepted

ADVERTISEMENT

Colon Cancer Screenings
Heartburn
Stomach Pains
All testing at one office 
(blood work, x-ray, 
sonogram, endoscopy).
Sunday hours available.

SUNDAY OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE

Dr. Tawil 
Speaks 

Spanish & 
French
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By Patrick Horne
Among the three English-speaking 

Caribbean teams kicking off  tonight’s 
CONCACAF semi-final qualifying round for 
the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, only Jamaica, 
World Cup finalist in 1998, has experience 
at this semi-final stage —  Antigua and 
Barbuda and Guyana are in unchartered 
waters.  

Led by captain and most capped player, 
George Dublin, Antigua and Barbuda fin-
ished atop its quarterfinal group with five 
wins from its six games, including the 
decisive 1-0 win at home in St. John’s ver-
sus Caribbean power Haiti that propelled 
the Antiguans to today’s semifinal stage. It 
ended a run in which Antigua and Barbuda 
scored the most goals among all qualifiers 
as top striker Pete Byers led all scorers in 
region with eight goals.  

Dublin recalls that memorable day in St. 
John’s last fall. “There was something truly 
indescribable about that day,” said Dublin. 
“There was a passion in the air, the nation 
was electric on the night and I have never 

 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS
‘West Indies spin bowler DeVendra Bishoo is down at 
the moment but not entirely out. He will be back.’ 
 - Eyes on Cricket, Page 39

By Robert Elkin
The Class ‘AAA’ 400-meter dash was as 

tight as can be in the Section Eight Track 
& Field Championships.

At first the result looked as if Tresean 
Goodwin of Uniondale High School nosed 
out the victory, but after review of the 
race the officials called it a nose finish for 
Baldwin’s senior Kirk Staine. Down the 
stretch and coming to the finish line it 
looked like Goodwin had the faster kick,

Staine’s time of 48.3 just edged Goodwin’s 
48.4 in a race that was close and exciting.

After Staine didn’t have his best start, he 
was determined to get the win in the race. 
The competitors were all tired and exhaust-

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

By Evan Johnson
World Champion Yohan Blake of 

Jamaica, ranked No. 1 in the world at 
100 meters, headlines a scintillating 
lineup of Caribbean superstars expected 
at the 2012 Adidas Grand Prix on June 
9 in a preview of the action later this 

summer in London. 
The Adidas Grand Prix will begin at 

1:00 p.m. at Icahn Stadium on Randall’s 
Island. 

In its eighth year as one of the 
premier track-and-field events in the 
world, the Adidas Grand Prix, will 

feature many Olympic medalists and 
World Champions. It will again be the 
sixth stop on the international Samsung 
Diamond League circuit, and is part of 
the Visa Championship Series. 

Last summer in Daegu, South Korea, 
Continued on next page
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Close finish 
for Goodwin

Yohan Blake of 
Jamaica will be 
participating in the 
Adidas Grand Prix 
in New York.
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seen or felt anything like it.” 
Antigua and Barbuda will take 

on Group A foe USA tonight at 
Raymond James Stadium in 
Tampa, Florida; the USA recently 
defeated Scotland, 5-1, in the first 
of three warm-up matches, but 
lost to Brazil, 4-1, in Maryland 
last Wednesday night and played 
to a goalless draw with hosts 
Canada last Sunday. Antigua and 
Barbuda will host Jamaica on 
Tuesday, June 12, in its second 
Group A game; Guatemala is the 
other team in the group and will 
host the USA on Tuesday.

Antigua’s recent success was 
sparked by the introduction of 
the Antigua Barracudas, a profes-
sional team in the USL (United 

Soccer Leagues), the third divi-
sion league in U.S. soccer. The 
Barracudas easily could be con-
sidered the national team since 
most of the players are on the 
national squad and Englishman 
Tom Curtis coaches both.  Curtis 
recently called on eight England-
based players, including Reading 
standout Mikele Leigertwood, to 
reinforce Antigua and Barbuda 
for this semifinal round.

Antigua and Barbuda reached 
the eight-team biennial finals of 
the Caribbean championships in 
2008 and 2010, but it has never 
won the regional title or qualified 
for the CONCACAF Gold Cup, 
the championship tournament 
for CONCACAF nations. The 
country’s success beyond the 
Caribbean region is nominal. 

Blake, 22, became the youngest 
100-meter gold medalist at the 
World Championships since it 
began in 1983. “I would like 
to be a legend,” he said before 
capping off his historic week by 
running the third leg and hand-
ing off to his training partner, 
Bolt, on the 4x100-meter relay 
team that broke its own World 
Record. 

This is not the first time Blake 
has competed at the Adidas 
Grand Prix. The youngster made 
his debut here way back in 2007 
when he anchored his St. Jago 
team to victory in the boys’ 
4x400-meter high school relay, 
and competed over 100 meters in 
2009 and 2010.

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, 
Sherone Simpson and Kelly-Ann 
Baptiste will face off against reign-
ing World Champion Carmelia 
Jeter in the 100-meter dash.

Baptiste, from Trinidad 
and Tobago, is the 2011 World 
Championships bronze medalist at 
100 meters, and the 25-year-old’s 
personal best of 10.84 is a national 
record. Fraser-Pryce, also 25, is 
the reigning Olympic gold medal-
ist and 2009 World Champion at 
both 100 meters and the 4x100-
meter relay. Finishing fourth, 
just 1/100ths of a second behind 
Baptiste in Daegu, South Korea, 
for bronze last summer, Fraser-
Pryce nonetheless ran the first 
leg on the Jamaican 4x100-meter 
team that set a national record on 
the way to winning a silver medal. 
Simpson is the 2008 Olympic sil-
ver medalist at 100 meters and 
2004 Olympic gold medalist in the 
4x100-meter relay.

Jermaine Gonzales, 2011 World 
Championships bronze medal-
ist in the 4x400-meter relay, 
will face previously announced 
World and Olympic champion 
Jeremy Wariner, who is on the 
comeback trail from a torn toe 
ligament that kept him out of 
the World Championships last 
summer. Also returning to the 
Adidas Grand Prix will be four-
time Paralympic gold medalist 
Oscar Pistorius, who is seeking to 
become the first double amputee 
to compete in track and field in 
the Olympic Games. He will be 
racing in New York in pursuit 
of a qualifying time of 45.30 sec-
onds to be names to the South 

African Olympic team.
Coming off wins at the Jamaica 

International Invitational are 
veteran Novlene Williams-Mills 
in the 400 meters and young star 
Hansle Parchment in the 110-
meter hurdles. Williams-Mills, 30, 
the 2007 World Championships 
bronze medalist who owns a half 
dozen 4x400-meter relay medals 
from the Olympics and World 
Championships, ran a world-
leading 49.99 to defeat American 
Sanya Richards-Ross, who is also 
scheduled to compete at the adi-
das Grand Prix.

Parchment, just 21 years old, 
notched a personal-best 13.19 
in winning the 110-meter hur-

dles at the Jamaica International 
Invitational. The 2011 World 
University Games gold medal-
ist, who was fifth in the 2010 
Commonwealth Games, joins a 
deep and exciting field at the 
Adidas Grand Prix that includes 
World Record-holder and reign-
ing Olympic gold medalist Dayron 
Robles of Cuba, reigning World 
Champion Jason Richardson, 
2008 Olympic bronze medalist 
David Oliver, and Aries Merritt, 
the World Indoor Champion at 
the 60-meter hurdles who ran 
a personal-best and world-lead-
ing 13.03 in winning a meet in 
Fayetteville, AR, after posting a 
wind-aided 12.99 in his heat.

Continued from previous page
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Adidas Grand Prix

ed. The outcome of the race was 
who wanted the race more. 

Goodwin doesn’t hold any 
records in his four years at 
Uniondale. In fact, he is a two 
sports athlete, as many runners 
are. He played football in the 
fall for the school. Besides the 
400 meters, he runs the 100 
and 200 meters. He worked 
very hard to have a successful 
athletic career. But his favorite 
event is the 400. 

One of the big meets that he 
and his teammates competed in 
this season was the Penn Relays 
earlier in this spring season.  
He was a member of the 4 x 400 
meter relay team that placed 
fifth overall.

The 5’ 9” 19-year-old 
Goodwin, who wanted to stay 
close to home for his college 
days will continue his educa-
tion and running at Adelphi 
University. His long range goal 
is to run in the Olympics. Now 
Goodwin has to give up football 
for the Garden City based col-
lege does not field a football 
squad. 

Treason comes from a sports 
family for his father Tracy 
Goodwin was a runner and soc-
cer player in Antigua in the 
West Indies. 

Staine, who will be headed 
to Longwood College come 
September will play basketball, 
as he dons a hoop uniform for 
Baldwin during the winter.

Tresean Goodwin of 
Uniondale High School 
placed second in 400-meter 
dash. Photo by Robert Elkin

Goodwin 
misses 
out

U.S.A’s Carmelita Jeter.Shelly-Ann Fraser_Pryce.

United States’ Landon Donovan (10) is tripped up by Scotland’s 
Scott Brown, right, during the first half of an exhibition soccer 
match, Saturday, May 26, 2012, in Jacksonville, Fla. United 
States won 5-1. AP Photo/The Florida Times-Union, Will Dickey
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West Indies leg spinner 
DeVendra Bishoo was very 
unfortunate to have a set-
back in his career after the 
Australian cricketers scored 
many runs during his bowl-
ing spell in their recent Test 
series. 

During the series against 
India, Bishoo was also 
guilty of bowling too short, 
putting down too many 
long ups and lacking vari-
ation. 

The vital areas he needs 
to work on are getting the 
ball up on a good length to 
the batsman and varying in 
his bowling to take wick-
ets. He will have to develop 
quickly and prove to the 
selectors that he is competi-
tive for the highest status of 
the game all over again. 

What Also Went 
Against DeVendra 

Bishoo?

DeVendra Bishoo was 
used by Captain Darren 

Sammy in a manner 
that did not benefit the 
team. Captaincy some-
times can make or break 
a bowler. Bishoo is not 
the type of bowler for 
long spells.

Captain Darren 
Sammy overused Bishoo 
when the captain himself 
should have contributed 
to the bowling. Sammy 
is playing in the team 
supposedly as a bowl-
ing allrounder but he 
does not bowl his quota 
thus putting unneces-
sary pressure on the 
other bowlers and the 
team itself. Why should 
DeVendra Bishoo bowl 
45 overs and Darren 
Sammy only 15?

Ottis Gibson Must 
Shoulder Some Of 

The Blame

West Indies Head Coach 
Ottis Gibson must take some 
of the responsibility for the 
lapses in Bishoo’s bowling. 
The head coach is primarily 
responsible for giving com-
prehensive assistance to play-
ers, particular those who are 
playing below their expected 
standards. It is evident that 
Bishoo needs some vital 
assistance and Gibson should 
have been the person to pro-
vide the necessary help. 

Bishoo Must Impress 
the Selectors

Bishoo must be able 

to prove to the selec-
tors that his rhythm and 
bowling application have 
been modified and he is 
again ready for the inter-
national arena. It is well 
known that he has the 
potential to take wickets, 
but at what cost? Two 
particular contributing 
factors in Bishoo’s favor 
are that he focuses on 
his fitness and he is also 
a brilliant catcher and 
fielder. Bishoo is down 
at the moment but not 
entirely out. He will be 
back.

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

DeVendra Bishoo will be back!

West Indies’ 
Devendra Bishoo 

bowls against 
Pakistan on the 

opening day of their 
second cricket Test 

match in Basseterre, 
St. Kitts, Friday May 

20, 2011. 
AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classifi ed Section

ACROSS

1. Short attention _____, pl.
6. Semi
9. Like Usain Bolt, e.g.
13. Shakespearean “ergo”
14. To do this is human?
15. Specialty
16. *”I see friends shaking hands.... sayin’ how 
do ___ __?”
17. Activity at Heavenly in California
18. Perfection
19. *”Boy, you’re gonna carry that ______”
21. *”Well, we’re all in the mood for a ______”
23. He sang “Hit the road Jack”
24. Dirty air
25. ___ Holbrook
28. Left after deductions
30. Water nymphs
35. Flightless birds
37. Famous fl ood survivor
39. On spouse’s side
40. “A” in A.D.
41. _____ alert
43. *”No he can’t read my poker ____”
44. Excessive sternness
46. Famous scat singer
47. Killer whale
48. Tapeworm
50. Cocoyam

52. Spanish sea
53. *”Video killed the radio ____”
55. Octopus’ defense
57. *”Girl, we couldn’t get much ______”
60. *”Stand up for your ______”
63. One born to Japanese immigrants
64. Street in Paris
66. Leaves out
68. Runs in neutral
69. Egyptian cobra
70. Make another map
71. Potato and ____ soup
72. “Owner Of A Lonely Heart” band
73. Athlete’s domain

DOWN

1. *”Say Say ___”
2. Front part of vessel
3. Chills and fever
4. Rock bottom
5. “Just do it,” e.g.
6. Catch your breath
7. Irritate
8. Tale-spinning brother
9. Popular dog name
10. Breezed through, as in test
11. One-horse carriage
12. ___ Aviv
15. Large Indian antelope

20. Laughing predator

22. Long time

24. Quarterback great Kenny _______

25. *”Total eclipse of the _____”

26. Embryo sacs

27. Foot-forward squat

29. Large book

31. Information

32. It often snoozes

33. Capital of Bangladesh

34. *”Take my hand, we’ll make it I _____”

36. In the near future

38. ____ in captivity

42. Halves of diameters

45. Hindu sages

49. “___ it up”

51. Fluffy sweater material

54. Orderly arrangement

56. _____ Rouge

57. Cow skin, e.g.

58. Small island

59. Oddball

60. Twelve of one set in exercise

61. *”Time after ____”

62. Baseball great Musial

63. Zilch

65. Function

67. R&R spot
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