
By Bert Wilkinson
More than a month after 

the parliament in Suriname 
approved an amnesty bar-
ring incumbent President 
Desi Bouterse and other top 
officials from being jailed 
for mass murders and other 
crimes that were allegedly 
committed during military 
rule, critics of his adminis-
tration are not allowing the 
issue to rest and are doing 
everything to keep it in the 
regional and international 
consciousness.

The latest group to speak 
out negatively on the issue 
would be Catholic Bishops 
from across the Caribbean 
who at the weekend said 
they were joining with other 
international groups in con-
demning the assembly for 
recently granting amnesty 
from possible jail time to 
Bouterse and a group of ex 
soldiers for the 1982 mass 
murders of 15 government 
opponents and a string of 
other atrocities allegedly 
committed during military 
rule from 1980 to 1992, say-
ing ongoing criminal trials 
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News Corporation’s Community Newspaper Group (CNG)
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- Medical Office Administrator - Medical Lab Supervisor - Medical Office Manager - 
Medical Insurance Processor - Medical Secretary - Medical Billing - Medical Coding and More

Don’t Settle For Less, Reward Yourself With One Of These Growing Medical Careers!

TAKE ACTION TODAY FOR SUCCESS TOMORROW

FRANKLIN CAREER INSTITUTE
The Key to Your Success

DON’T WAIT TO BE LAID-OFF OR DOWNSIZED
BEFORE YOU START TO UPSIZE YOUR CAREER

In Today’s Economic Climate, Upsizing Your Career Should Be A
Primary Concern. Through Our Complimentary Career Assessment

We Can Show You How Easy It Is To Upsize Your Career To One Of The
Exciting and Good Paying Medical Careers Listed Below:

The Allied Medical Industry Is Growing
By Leaps and Bounds!
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BONUS $FreeFree
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The latest Caribbean news and information at www.caribbeanlifenews.com
Continued on page 4

By Nelson A. King
The United States Coast Guard says 

that its crews have been “hard at 
work” disrupting a “rising threat” 
as drug smugglers use “increasingly 
sophisticated and evolving methods” 
to evade authorities in the Caribbean 
Sea.

“First, there was the US$180 million 
cocaine seizure by Coast Guard Cutter 
Seneca. Then there was Coast Guard 
Cutter Mohawk and their 24-hour 
pursuit, followed by a double-bust 
resulting in a total cocaine seizure of 
seven tons,” said the Coast Guard in a 
statement issued in Miami.

“And we can’t forget the latest 
interdiction from Coast Guard Cutters 

Decisive and Pea Island,” it added. 
“While these cases involved differ-

ent crews and different circumstanc-
es, they all had one thing in common 
– drug subs,” it continued. 

The Coast Guard said the typi-
cal self-propelled, semi-submersible 
– commonly referred to as a drug sub 
– can travel up to 5,000 miles, bring-
ing illicit cargo, whether narcotics, 
goods or people, to the shores of the 
United States.

“With every drug sub interdiction, 
we have shared with Compass readers 
the stories of the men and women 
who made the missions a success,” 
the statement said.

Continued on page 4
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U.S. Responds to Carib Drug Threat
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Belizean fashion designer Rebecca Stirm leads the pack
in the Caribbean fashion reality series. See Page 25.
 Photo Credit: Adrian Creary

Chic witha Red Ribbon



De
c.

 2
2-

28
, 2

01
0 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Qu
ee

ns
/L

on
g 

Is
la

nd
 • 

Pa
ge

 2

Caribbean 
Roundup

News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

By Azad Ali
Trinidad and Tobago is bound 

by international law to make the 
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) its 
final court of appeal.

This is the view of the President 
of the CCJ, Sir Dennis Byron, while 
addressing a media breakfast at the 
CCJ’s headquarters in Port of Spain 
recently.

“It would not cost more money to 
accede to having the CCJ as the final 
appellate court. Countries who have 
not acceded as yet are not benefiting 
as fully as they could,’ he said.

Sir Dennis said regional countries 
should “complete their independ-
ence and sovereignty by claiming 
the rights to completely manage our 
judicial affairs.”

He told the forum that he was 
not supportive of the view that the 
region is not ready for the CCJ 
noting that some of the arguments 
include “excessive delays in the judi-
cial process and that we are yet 
to meaningfully improve our infra-
structure in terms of our adminis-
trative services.”

The CCJ president noted, how-
ever, that the judges of the CCJ were 
sure that several other Caricom 
members would accede in the near 
future.

He said under international 
law, treaties between countries are 
upheld through goodwill between 
them.

Of the 12 CARICOM countries 
who initially signed the agreement to 
establish the CCJ in 2001, only three 
have acceded to make it their final 
appellate court. They are Barbados, 
Guyana and, most recently Belize.

The court was later inaugurated 
in 2005 with seven presiding judg-
es, with former T&T Chief Justice 
Michael de la Bastide being appoint-
ed the first president.

Sir Dennis also said that Privy 
Council judges, who at present 
adjudicate on appeals for the other 
nine nations, have expressed the 
view that CARICOM nations should 
instead use the CCJ.

Antigua

The Antigua and 
Barbuda Trade Union 
Congress (ABTUC) is 
calling on the Baldwin 
Spencer administration to 
delay the implementation 
of the personal income tax 
after the Inland Revenue 
Department said it had 
began administering the 
Personnel Income Tax Act 
in full, including the pro-
vision to withhold taxes 
from qualifying benefits 
and allowances.

Finance and Economy 
Minister Harold Lovell 
had said in his 2012 
budget presentation the 
government would take 
steps to close a legal loop-
hole through which some 
taxpayers have avoided 
paying their fair share by 
classifying disproportion-
ate amounts as allowanc-
es and/or benefits.

Government said 
that consultations with 
a number of stakehold-
er groups resulted in a 
revised PAYE Guide being 
released last month.

But in a statement, the 
ABTUC said that is has 
and continues to take the 
position that the percent-
age of the workforce who 
presently carry the bulk 
of the income tax burden 
“ought not to experience 
any further hardship at 
this time.”

It said this must be 
balanced against equita-
ble implementation and 
fiscal responsibility.

 Dominica 

Prime Minister 
Roosevelt Skerrit has 
brushed aside rumors of 
an impending Cabinet 
reshuffle saying his 
administration is not 
going to be distracted by 

Continued on page 18

Call to embrace 
the Caribbean 
Court of Justice

Sir Dennis Byron.  
 Photo courtesy of the ICTRC

By Vinette K. Pryce
The second annual stag-

ing of a cultural assembly 
billed “Kingston Pon Di River” 
reintroduced an African aspect 
of Jamaica’s culture previously 
ignored or shunned at main-
stream celebrations and heritage 
festivals.

The literary, arts and music 
festival held at Boone Hall last 
week featured The St. Thomas 
Revival Band, a group that were 
neither promoted nor announced 
on the billing.

Introduced by Aloun Ndombet-
Assamba, the island’s high com-
missioner to England who emceed 
an evening offering of drumming 
featuring talents from Cuba and 
Jamaica, the added attraction 
marshaled tourists, visitors and 
nationals to experience what is 
usually a private religious cer-
emony practiced to pay homage 
to Africa, the regarded Holy Land 
of the Pocomania sect.

Following the instrumen-
tal feast, a procession of men, 
women and children dressed in 
red, white and blue emerged from 

the dark, grassy, hillside setting 
into the light of the moon where 
awe-struck patrons watched with 
curiosity. 

With heads tied to fashion a 
turban, their red, plaid, bandana 
fabric represented the nation-
al cloth and signified a unity 
between religion and country.

The members of the group 
seemed entranced by their music 
as they walked to a white tent 
where a long table prepared an 
altar and became the central 
focus for what ensued as a spirit-
ed, ritualistic, revival ceremony.

“The Indians share their cul-
ture; the Chinese, Syrians and 
Jews too, we as Jamaicans should 
embrace our total heritage,” 
Dollis Campbell, one of the three 
promoters representing Dynamic 
Event Services said.

It was at her urging that the 
Yallahs-based church group 
found a welcoming audience at 
the riverside, weekend fest.

Far from somber, the serious 
worshippers proved to be mis-
sionaries of their faith, ancestry 
and country. 

Without engaging recruitment 
tactics to patrons, they impressed 
a number of guests who remained 
riveted until the midnight end of 
the ceremony.

Dressed similarly to a Roman 
Catholic Pope, his head to feet 
ceremonial dress distinguished 
him from his congregation and 
other religious believers in the 
group. 

“People think we are about 
obeah…but we light candles, sing 
and praise our Lord…that’s all 
we do,” Pastor Jonathan Williams 
said.

To see the way he sprayed 
mouthfuls of water or liquor into 
the air can only be described as 
artistic and perhaps akin to ritu-
als performed in Brazil or Haiti.

He seemed to direct the 
motions of the lively, musical 
revivalists who segued from each 
song singing the gospel of their 
faith.

They employed the tenets of 
the festival to deliver literature, 
art and music to an audience per-
haps un-familiar with their mode 

Kingston festival attracts 
visitors and locals alike

‘Pon de RIver treats (from left): Dollis, Prudence, Genette, Janet, Millicent. By Dorian Clarke

Continued on page 8
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Assemblywoman Rhoda 
Jacobs (D-Flatbush) 
joined Assemblymembers 
Michelle Schimel, Karim 
Camara, Brian Kavanagh, 
community activists and 
others on Tuesday, April 
25 to take a stand against 
gun violence in New York 
City. 

The event in Crown 
Heights, Brooklyn took 
place in front of the “Piece 
Out/Peace In” gun pre-
vention mural and drew 
legislators from across 
New York City.  Those 
in attendance repeated a 
common theme: Gun vio-
lence in our communities 
must be stopped and the 
gun lobby’s influence on 
legislation must end.

“I’m standing here 
with Ed Powell, presi-
dent of the 70th Precinct 
Community Council, 
[who] gets called in every 
time another tragedy hap-
pens,” Assemblywoman 
Jacobs started. “We are 
confronted with a cyni-
cal response on the part 
of some legislators who 
are persuaded by the 
gun lobby, which, let’s 
face it, are merchants of 
death,” Ms. Jacobs told 
the crowd.

Ms. Jacobs and her fel-
low lawmakers in attend-
ance expressed their deep 
concern that a New York 
State Senate bill to cre-
ate a “stand your ground” 
law in New York could 

become a reality because 
of the influence of the 
gun lobby in Albany. 

The bill would create a 
law similar to the contro-
versial Florida law that 
has captured the coun-
try’s attention follow-
ing the Trayvon Martin 
shooting.

Assemblywoman Jacobs 
also expressed her sup-
port for Assemblywoman 
Schimel’s legislation that 
would require all licensed 
semiautomatic pistols to 
be “microstamped” with 
a “unique, alpha-numeric 
or geometric code” for 
identification purposes.  
“The City of New York has 
done a good job trying to 
control gun trafficking, 
but it’s not enough,” said 
Jacobs.

“The  package   of  leg-
islation we have is really 
urgent,” Jacobs added, 
referring to the bill pro-
posed by Schimel along 
with a bill introduced by 
Assemblymember Brian 
Kavanagh to mandate 
background checks for 
employees of licensed 
firearm businesses. 

Ms. Jacobs also stressed 
the importance of posi-
tive relationships between 
elected officials, com-
munity groups and law 
enforcement.  “Legislation 
on the state level is so 
important,” Jacobs said, 
but she emphasized that 
“we can’t do it alone.”

Pols, activists 
stand up against 
gun violence

Assemblywoman Rhoda Jacobs speaks out against 
gun violence.

By Kenton Kirby
Plans for producing and 

staging the 45th Annual 
Labor Day Carnival Festival 
& Parade is definitely in the 
firm hands of the new team 
at the West Indian American 
Day Carnival Association 
(WIADCA).

A delegation from the 
organization met with a 
team of elected leaders, led 
by Assemb. Nick Perry, and 
including Assemb. Karim 
Camara, City Council mem-
bers Jumaane Williams and 
Letitia “Tish” James and 
State Sen. Kevin Parker, 
in response to concerns 
about the upcoming 2012 
Carnival festival. 

 “We brought them up to 
date about what was hap-
pening and where we were 
at present,” said Thomas 
“Tom” Bailey, the new 
WIADCA president. In mid-
April, amid swirling negative 
and unsubstantiated specu-
lations, WIADCA’s mem-
bership threw their uncon-
ditional support behind 
Bailey, a former school 
teacher, WIADCA stalwart 
and veteran Brooklyn soc-
cer organizer to lead the 

organization. 
“The organization’s 

membership has spoken. I 
am honored and humbled 
to become the third indi-
vidual to lead this impor-
tant group that is the law-
ful custodian of the annual 
Labor Day Carnival Festival 
in New York. 

The new WIADCA TEAM 
is committed to the preser-
vation of our culture and 
to move the organization 
forward in a new and posi-
tive direction,” Bailey said. 
The annual festival which 
culminates with the famed 
Labor Day Carnival Parade 
along Eastern Parkway in 
Brooklyn, “will be managed 
and run this year by this 
new team,” he added.

While the new WIADCA 
team continues to work 
towards a successful festi-
val, it nevertheless acknowl-
edged that everything was 
not yet settled, Bailey said.  
“It was the first of many 
meetings at which the 
organization will regularly 
update the political leader-
ship on ongoing develop-
ments,” he added.

The legislators, 

“expressed support for the 
new WIADCA team and 
made certain requests, 
which we are in the proc-
ess of fulfilling and assured 
them that we’ll keep them 
engaged and informed 
about our progress,” Bailey 
said.  “We also asked for 
their help in securing fund-
ing for the carnival festival 
and other areas where we 
felt their influence could 
help to make things run 
smoothly.  All in all, it was a 
good meeting. We’re all on 
the same page now.” 

Other Officers:
Other Officers of the team 

of 15 are: Eric Gibbs, chair-
man; Bryan Block, Deborah 
Benjamin and William 
“Bill” Howard, vice presi-
dents;  Angela Sealy, treas-
urer and Jean P. Alexander, 
secretary. Five new mem-
bers have been added to the 
Board.

In office for only a few 
short weeks, the new 
WIADCA team has already 
met with both mas and steel 
bands and presented them 
with partial checks, which 
brings the amount paid to 
approximately two-thirds of 

the prize monies owed for 
the 2011 competitions, with 
assurances that the balance 
will be paid before the 2012 
Labor Day Festival, the 
treasurer disclosed. 

Bailey told both organi-
zations at the packed, 
standing-room-only meet-
ing, that at the top of his 
priority list was “improv-
ing relations with all of the 
carnival festival’s stakehold-
ers”.

“Let us together usher 
in a new era of cooperation 
and friendship.” Bailey said. 
“I want to hear from you 
and what are your concerns. 
This festival is bigger than 
one individual or organiza-
tion. We must come togeth-
er to take it to new and 
bigger heights. I need your 
help and support.”

The president also told 
both groups that arrange-
ments are being made to 
have representation on the 
WIADCA board of directors 
from  mas’ and steelband 
associations.

For information, please 
contact: WIADCA at 718-
467-1797 or Email at: 
WIADCAINC@gmail.com

Great start for new WIADCA team

By Donna Lamb
New York State farmworkers and 

their supporters urge other people of 
conscience to join them in Albany on 
May 21 as they keep the pressure on 
the legislature to change the state’s 
labor laws that categorically exclude 
farmworkers from basic worker 
rights and protections.

The Farmworkers Fair Labor 
Practices Act would:

• Require employers of farm 
laborers to allow at least 24 consecu-
tive hours of rest each week

• Provide for an eight-hour 
work day for farm laborers, requir-
ing an overtime rate at one and one-
half times the normal rate

• Grant collective bargaining 
protections to farm laborers

• Ensure that the sanitary 
codes apply to all farm and food 
processing labor camps intended to 
house migrant workers, regardless 
of the number of occupants, and

• Require that on-the-job 

injuries be reported and that own-
ers provide farmworkers with claim 
forms for worker’s compensation.

Versions of this bill have been 
introduced in the state legislature 

since 2006. Its passage is already 
assured in the assembly; however, 
it remains stalled in the senate, 
where it languishes in the Rules 
Committee, controlled by Republican 
Senator Dean Skelos. The bill needs 
38 sponsors to force it to be brought 
to the senate floor for a vote, where 
it would require a simple majority 
vote to pass.

The May 21 plan of action is as fol-
lows: Registration will take place at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church at 
262 State St. in Albany at 10:00 a.m. 
Lunch will be served at 11 am as 
legislative team meetings are held. 
At 12 noon, participants will march 
to the capital. At 1:00 p.m. there will 
be a press conference, followed by 
legislative visits, a prayer vigil and 
street theater. The action is expected 
to conclude around 3:30 pm.

For further information, please 
contact Justice for Farmworkers 
Campaign coordinator Gerardo 
Gutierrez at (845) 485-8627.

Farmworkers move 
protest to Albany

Sostenes Uribe, one of New York 
State’s thousands of migrant 
workers thank supporters at a 
recent Justice for Farmworkers 
Campaign fundraiser. 
 Photo by Donna Lamb
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should continue unabated.
The Bishops of the Antilles 

Episcopal Conference which met 
in Guyana late last month said in 
a statement that they have “noted 
with concern the adoption” by the 
51-seat parliament of an amnesty 
for the alleged perpetrators of the 
1982 killings of journalists, clergy-
men, academics and labor leaders, 
noting that the amnesty could have “a 
direct impact on the trial of current 
President Bouterse.”

 The mass murder trial of Bouterse, 
66, and more than 20 ex-soldiers and 
civilian leaders was nearing an end 
when pro-Bouterse parliamentar-
ians successfully approved a motion 
in the assembly to grant amnesty to 
participants in the February 1980 
coup, the murders two years later 
and the mowing down by soldiers of 
more than 50 residents of a Maroon 
Village in the southeast near the 
French Guiana border, among other 
deadly incidents.

Bouterse said during a visit to 
neighboring Guyana while the assem-
bly debated the motion that it was 
designed to “heal the nation” rather 
than keep him and the others out 
of jail, as the issue has been hang-
ing over the country for “the past 30 

years without resolution.”
“We join many other international 

human rights and religious groups in 
urging that the judiciary of Suriname 
continue to fulfill its obligation to 
uphold human rights law and  assures 
the people and church in Suriname 
of the prayerful support of  the AEC 
as they seek development, peace and 
justice in their country,” the Bishops 
said, worried that the amnesty will 
affect efforts to ”seek justice in cases 
of human rights  violations commit-
ted during the period covered by the 
Amnesty Law.”

Civil society groups have planned 
marches and other forms of pro-

test against the amnesty while The 
Netherlands, Suriname’s former colo-
nizer, has withdrawn its ambassador.

For his part, Bouterse has not been 
shying away from verbally fighting 
back. He told hundreds of supporters 
at a weekend rally that while it was 
sad that the 15 died, the country must 
not forget that soldiers were also 
slaughtered by Western-backed anti 
government rebels during a 1986-91 
effort to reverse military rule.

He spoke in response to a mass 
silent march planned by opposition 
forces to keep the issue alive, say-
ing it is time for reconciliation and 
peace. 

Continued from cover

Caribbean-Life CLASSIFIEDS Call 718-260-2555

“But, in each of these 
stories, one vital asset is 
mentioned far too briefly 
– air support,” it added, 
stating that aircrews are 
a “fundamental part of 
the drug interdiction mis-
sion.”

 “Perhaps no crew bet-
ter exemplifies just how 
key air support is than 
the crew of the Aviation 
Training Center Mobile air-
plane involved in the latest 
drug sub interdiction,” the 
Coast Guard said. 

It said this aircrew was 
responsible for the first 
interdiction of a self-pro-
pelled, semi-submersi-
ble by an HC-144 in the 
Western Caribbean Sea, 
on the first day downrange 
on their first deployment 
with Joint Interagency 
Task Force South based in 
Miami. 

The U.S. Coast Guard 

said its aircrafts have sur-
face search radar, a day/
night camera and a mis-
sion system pallet that 
connects to the rest of 
the Coast Guard in track-
ing drug smugglers in the 
Caribbean Sea.

“Our mission system 
operators are trained 
to use this equipment 
to search for objects of 
interest well beyond what 
a person aboard the air-
craft can see with their 
eyes,” said Lt. Justin Hunt, 
commander of the Coast 
Guard’s Aviation Training 
Center Mobile airplane.

“As the first HC-144 
crew to deploy in support 
of Joint Interagency Task 
Force South, we had the 
opportunity to establish 
new relationships with 
both the Colombian navy 
and coast guard and the 
Colombian air force,” he 
added.

Continued from cover

Intercepting the 
Carib drug flow

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!

Civil society group protests

Desi Bouterse.  AP Photo
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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By Chudi Chukwudi
NEW YORK, N.Y.-- 

The National Association 
of Caribbean-American 
Journalists will hold its 
third bi-annual meeting 
at The New York Times’ 
headquarters in New 
York City on May 31 and 
June 1, 2012. The theme 
is “Styling Caribbean 
Identities: Reclaiming the 
Past, Building the Future.”

The two-day confer-
ence includes the John 
Russworm Excellence 
Award luncheon June 1 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1: 30 
p.m., and will convene 
journalists, scholars, and 
community advocates 
from the Caribbean and 
the United States, espe-
cially from New York, 
Washington D.C., New 
Jersey and Connecticut.

Confirmed speakers for 
the June 1 plenary ses-
sion at the NACAJ con-
ference are: Herman Hall, 

publisher and editor of 
Everybody’s Caribbean-
American magazine; Elsie 
Foster-Dublin, council 
president of Highland 
Park, New Jersey; Kenton 

Kirby, Editor-in-Chief of 
Caribbean Life newspa-
pers; Founding Editor and 
Publisher of The Hartford 
Guardian Ann-Marie 
Adams and Ambassador 
Denis Antoine. Other 
invited include journalists 
from the New York Daily 
News, Amsterdam News, 
and The New York Times.

The New York Times 

Dec. 5th 2011 article “Drop 
a bomb and wipe them all 
out” served as a rallying 
cry for some Caribbean-
Americans to voice con-
cerns about the New 

York Police Department’s 
conduct in their commu-
nity. But unfortunately, 
the story is not new. The 
luncheon plenary will 
examine the aftermath of 
the story and discuss ways 
to keep the community and 
the NYPD accountable.

Many Caribbean-
American journalists 
thought it was important 

to respond to the article.
“I’see it as my duty to 

stand up and be counted in 
defense of our community 
and to demand respect and 
reciprocity for our contri-
bution to this our adopted 
homeland,” said Kirby.

Besides the plenary ses-
sion, the regional confer-
ence will hold workshops 
on watchdogging govern-
ment at all levels in the 
Caribbean and the Diaspora 
in the U.S. and new media. 
Presenters and attendees 
include journalists from 
The New York Times, 
New York Daily News, 
The Hartford Guardian, 
Everybody’s Caribbean-
American Magazine, 
Caribbean Life newspapers 
and other regional pub-
lications. Investigative 
reporters and editors will 
conduct the better watch-
dog workshop.

About 50 local and 
international journalists 

are expected to attend 
the professional work-
shops, plenary session 
and Russworm Excellence 
Award luncheon.

For sponsorship infor-
mation, please email us at 
nacaj@nacaj.org.

Founded in June 2007, 
the National Association 
of Caribbean-American 
Journalists is a non-prof-

it organization based in 
the U.S.A. for Caribbean-
American journalists, jour-
nalism professors, public 
relations professionals and 
students.  NACAJ provides 
ongoing professional edu-
cational and networking 
opportunities for members 
and advocates visibility 
for regional and diasporic 
issues.

Carib-American journalists 
to hold confab in NYC

Kenton K. Kirby.

I see it as my duty to stand up and be 
counted in defense of our community and 
to demand respect and reciprocity for our 
contribution to this our adopted homeland.

Kenton K. Kirby
Caribbean-American Journalists

Waste Management produces enough 
renewable energy to power over 
1 million homes, simply by making 
energy from waste. In addition 
to our waste-to-energy plants 
that use trash as clean-burning,
renewable fuel, we capture 
methane from our landfills 
to generate heat and electricity.  
We plan to double waste-based
energy production by 2020, 
further tapping the power 
of waste as a resource.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Waste Equals Energy Feuer Nursing Review 

Live Review Schedule: 
Miami:  May 18-23, 2012 

New York:  June 23-28, 2012 
New York:  September 29-October 4, 2012 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

      One-Day 
Pharmacology 

Course and 
RN/LPN Home 

Studies 
Available 

 
   Call us today!   

   800-Feuer-RN or   
  800-338-3776  
  www-f-n-r.net 

 
  Group Discounts   

Available!  
 

 

Celebrating 41 Years of Helping Nursing 
Students Pass the RN/LPN NCLEX 
 Mention “Caribbean” – Get $40 off Tuition 

Must mention code during registration 



Page 7 • Caribbean Life • Queens/Long Island • Dec. 22-28, 2010
SHOP 9AM-1OPM FRIDAY & 9AM-11PM SATURDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. 

VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. 

FRI OR SAT ‘TIL 1PM; CANNOT BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS
Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super 
buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, 
electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, gift 
cards, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, 
special orders, selected licensed depts., special 
purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be 
combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra 
discount or credit offer, except opening a new 
Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as 
discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. 
When you return an item, you forfeit the savings 
allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value 
and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase 
gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of 
tax and delivery fees. 

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL 
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS 

1OOFF!
$
YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 
VALID 5/11 OR 5/12/12 ‘TIL 1PM. 
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

 WOW! $1O OFF

��ONE DAY SALE IN EFFECT 5/11-5/12/2012. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are 
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

ONE
DAY 
SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 12 SHOP 9AM-11PM 
PREVIEW DAY FRIDAY SHOP 9AM-1OPM
MORNING SPECIALS  9AM-1PM BOTH DAYS
PLUS, FASHION & HOME CLEARANCE SELECTIONS
5O%-8O% OFF orig.* prices

WHEN YOU TAKE AN EXTRA 4O% OFF 
already reduced prices

FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM
with $99 online purchase. No promo code needed; exclusions apply. 

REMEMBER, MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 13 
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of worship. 
Allegedly rooted in West 

African traditions, revivalist 
culture is mostly regarded 
as an underground reli-
gious rite practiced by a 
segment of the society 
known as Pocomanianians. 

The authentic Afro-
Christian religious folk 
form evolved during the 
eighteenth to nineteenth 
century and was regarded in 
traditional religious circles 
as a vehicle of rebellion in 
colonial times. Pocomania 
reportedly emerged dur-
ing the 1860s in churches 
which exuberantly fused 
African and Protestant per-
formance styles, images, 
and traditions.

The ritual meetings 
involve prayers, dances, 
and rhythmic drumming.

 Participants often go 
into a trance.

However, on the Saturday 
night that celebrated the 
140th anniversary of the 
capital, Caribbean city, an 
abbreviated ritual minus 
magic offered a glimpse 
into Jamaica’s African 
ancestral tradition.

A long table filled with 
fruits of every kind, Duck 
bread (special ceremonial 
dough) colored candles, 
flowers, and beverages 
formed the central focus of 
attention. 

Ceremoniously staged 
to thank the ancestors for 
granting powers of heal-
ing and life, the gifts to 
the spirits are later shared 
among a congregation. 

Each colored candle 
allegedly represented a sig-
nificant aspect of the cer-
emony.

For first-time witnesses 
it was the candles that cap-
tivated the most attention 
when the preacher indicat-
ed that when lit, they could 
be the vehicle to goodwill 
and hoped-for wishes.

Individuals voluntarily 
lit particular candles they 
hoped will provide fulfill-
ments the pastor allegedly 
relayed to ancestors. A 
number of prior skeptics 
and cynics allayed their 
fears and proceeded to the 
altar in order to seek posi-
tive enticements.

“This is my first time 
seeing this but I am totally 

impressed and proud of my 
country and culture. I am 
happy I came, I have learnt 
a great deal,” Norma Davis 
said after the ceremony.

With a band of musicians 
constantly fueling infec-
tious sounds, the entire 
audience joined the revelry 
and embraced the nation’s 
cultural heritage.

Janet Silvera, Dollis 
Campbell, and Millicent 
Lynch  are the three  found-
ers of DES credited for 
enlightening the sophis-
ticated, elite patronage 
to their milestone anni-
versary feature and event 
championing the historic 
dateline.

Perhaps, the highlight of 
the festival, this presenta-
tion is being hailed with 
appreciation by nationals 
and visitors alike.

Kingston has had its 
allure but until recently 
few visitors could boast the 
privilege of sitting up close 
to witness the legacy and 
rich, African tradition still 
practiced by revivalists in 
modern day Jamaica.

Catch you on The 
Inside.

$6999

CAMCORDER
VIVITAR

$4999

HOME 
THEATER

$4999
DVD GPX

$6499
KABOOM

$3999
CAMERA

DVD GPX

$1999

$2999
BOOMBOX

$2999
6*9

 400W

$2999
10” SUB

$1199
MP3 PLAYER

$1999
BOOMBOX

JWIN

$1699
TELEPHONE

$1699
WEBCAM

$4999
CAR RADIO PYRAMID

$5999

CAR AMP
600W

ALL ITEMS FROM HOT BEAT ELECTRONICS ARE RETURNABLE FOR EXCHANGE ONLY WITHIN 7 DAYS. NO REFUNDS. PRICES EXPIRE JUNE 15, 2012. NYC CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
N.Y.C.D.C.A.#1238341. NYC CONSUMER AFFAIRS N.Y.C.D.C.A.#1238330. HOT BEAT ELECTRONICS IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR IL-
LUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY. ACTUAL ITEMS MAY DIFFER IN APPEARANCE.

SPRING BLOWOUT
$8999

19” LCD

Kingston festival attracts 
visitors and locals alike

Continued from page 2

Dorian Clarke. ‘Pon de River Festival
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ENJOY SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE 
“Highest Ranked Customer Service Performance among Full Service 
 Wireless Providers,” according to J.D. Power and Associates.

Verizon Wireless received the highest numerical score among full service wireless providers in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2011 Vol. 2-2012 Vol 1. Wireless Customer Care Full Service StudiesSM. 2012 Vol. 
2 study based on responses from 9,098 consumers measuring 4 full service wireless providers and measures opinions of consumers who contacted customer care within the past year. Proprietary study results are 
based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed July–December 2011. Your experience may vary. Visit jdpower.com. 
Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line & add’l charges apply to device capabilities. Offers & coverage, varying 
by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available in more than 
200 cities in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used under license. Skype is a trademark of Skype or its related companies. © 2012 Verizon Wireless. E9336

WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE.
Video call with Skype™. One more way Mom wins when you give 
her a smartphone on America’s Largest 4G LTE Network.

All phones require new 2-yr. activation & data pak. While supplies last.

 
NEW! Lucid™ by LG
Plan a trip to catch up with Mom  
in person with TripAdvisor.
$7999 
$129.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

in
$79
$12$12112999.99 9 29 22-yr-y-yry-yry . p pricr ciccr e –e e 

 wwhheennn 
ttt 4444GGG LLLLLLLTTTTTTEEEE NNNNNeeeetttttwwwwoooor

DROID RAZR by MOTOROLA (16 GB)
Use Skype™ to video call with your  
family at incredibly fast 4G LTE speed.
OUR LOWEST PRICE EVER! 

     $9999 
$149.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

OFFER ENDS 5/13!

NOW 
ONLY
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By Lee Hamilton
The role of money in politics needs 

to be better understood. Does it make 
the political system work better, or is 
it a problem — and if so, how much of 
one?

Most voters are convinced that 
campaign contributions buy results, 
as poll after poll over the years has 
shown. About half think that members 
of Congress are corrupt. Many say we 
have the best Congress money can buy. 
And they certainly don’t like the huge 
amounts of money that are pouring into 
the system.

Yet the view looks very different 
when it comes to those most closely 
involved in the system. Most members 
of Congress find the chase after cam-
paign contributions annoying, but they 
don’t believe it is corrupting. They don’t 
believe that they’re selling their votes or 
that money influences their behavior. 
Look a member of Congress in the eye 
and he will tell you, in all sincerity, that 
he can’t be bought. I never met a politi-
cian who thought he was corruptible.

The same argument is made by the 
lobbyists who provide so much campaign 
cash. Most lobbyists are hard-working, 
honorable, well-informed experts in 
their particular fields. They do not, with 
the occasional rare exception, go around 
bribing members of Congress — I can 
speak only for myself, but in all my years 
in Congress only once did I get an offer 
I considered improper, and that came 
from a foreign national.

This is not to say that lobbyists 
don’t seek influence, however. They 
do, and money helps. One way they 
establish good relations with members 
of Congress is by providing campaign 
money to those who agree with their 
positions or to the opponents of those 
who disagree. In this way they help 
shape and reinforce a member’s views 
and what he does. There is nothing 
nefarious about this: if as a freshman 
member of Congress I cast a few votes 
in favor of, say, free trade, the lobbying 
community will pick up on this quickly 
and I’ll suddenly find myself getting 
contributions from those with an inter-
est in free trade.

In this way, lobbyists help to set the 
political agenda. By supporting mem-

bers who advocate their views, they 
inevitably make it more attractive to 
members to do just that — support 
their views. On the large issues, of 
course, lobbyists sometimes cancel each 
other out. So the influence of the lobby-
ist declines the bigger the issue is. But 
on the small matters that are their bread 
and butter — an obscure tax change or 
a shift in the regulatory code that will 
help their clients or a bill the public has 
little interest in — they may well have 
the field to themselves.

So this is the essential conundrum of 
political money: Americans as a whole 
believe it’s pernicious, but those who 
are closest to the system do not. Some 
say we just need to get money out of 
politics, but I see no way this can be 
done. That is why many reform advo-
cates favor finding ways to reduce the 
impact of money in the system, say by 
requiring broadcasters to devote a cer-
tain amount of air time to free campaign 
advertising. Others, including myself, 
favor public financing of campaigns, as 
a way of reducing the role of campaign 
contributions in politics. I don’t believe 
either proposal stands much chance of 
enactment anytime soon.

So we should instead focus on the 
most troubling aspect of the system. 
Money may not usually be corrupting, 
but it does provide donors and lobby-
ists with disproportionate influence — 
sometimes in support of the common 
good, but often not. It diminishes the 
power and the role of ordinary voters.

While most voters can’t hope to com-
pete with all the money coming from 
deep-pocketed donors, they can do their 
own bit to tilt things back in their 
own direction by remaining engaged in 
the process — letting their member of 
Congress know what they think, becom-
ing involved in organizations that repre-
sent and amplify their views, and joining 
together with like-minded Americans 
to make sure their voices get heard. It 
takes time and hard work, but these 
are tools available to every American no 
matter how modest their means.

 
Lee Hamilton is director of the Center 

on Congress at Indiana University. He 
was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

To The Editor
According to NewYork State law, prop-

erty owners are required to pay property 
taxes whether or not they receive a bill. 
While I agree that it is a homeowner’s 
responsibility to ensure that property taxes 
are paid, there is something inherently 
unfair about the situation that I am about 
to explain.

There are homeowners whose property 
sits on two tax lots; however, they are not 
aware of this. As long as there is a mort-
gage on the property the bank pays taxes 
for both lots: 1) the lot, with an actual 
address where the house is located; 2) the 
empty lot, where the driveway or the back-
yard is located. 

It is not a problem until you have sat-
isfied your mortgage. At that point, the 
Department of Finance sends a bill for the lot 
with the actual physical address. The other 
lot without a house/building has no physical 
address and the homeowner does not receive 
a bill. This can go on for years until the prop-
erty goes onto the lien-sale list.

On the 30-day lien list for the County of 
Queens there are 231 properties without a 
physical address. Of these properties, three 
(3) are located in Community Board 8.  
Our office was able to research and find the 
property owner’s address and sent notices. 
What about the others?  Many of these 
property owners may not know that they 
stand to lose their investment. 

This problem could be alleviated if the 
homeowner’s mailing address was includ-
ed in addition to the real estate billing 
address for the empty lot. The Department 
of Finance could require that the property 
owners fill out a form acknowledging the 
purchase of a property on two tax lots and 
that separate taxes will be billed.

It would be beneficial to both the City 
who will collect the taxes in a timely fash-
ion and to the property owners who would 
not have to face a huge bill for years of 
unpaid taxes. 

Marie Adam-Ovide
District Manager & the Executive Board 

of Community Board 8, Queens

Letters to the Editor are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this 
newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Editor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, 
Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglocal.com All letters, includ-
ing those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address and 
telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published 
and the name will be published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for 
publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.
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Op-Eds

Letter

Money – problem or 
solution in politics?

Unfair Property Tax law

By Sheldon H. Richman
The partisan squabbling over the killing 

of Osama bin Laden is a typical election-year 
distraction, effectively squelching discussion 
of more important matters one year after the 
execution of the al-Qaeda chief executive.

Aided by cable-TV talking heads, Americans 
are spending too much time speculating over 
whether presumptive Republican presiden-
tial nominee Mitt Romney would have given 
the order to get bin Laden, and also issuing 
paeans to President Obama’s “courage.” (We 
have a strange notion of courage. Did Obama 
risk his own life? Of course not. He was safe 
in the White House Situation Room. Perhaps 
he “risked” his political career, but even that 
isn’t certain. A failed operation might have 

won him sympathy for a good try. On the 
other hand, the men under his command 
were ordered to risk their lives and the lives 
of others.)

While the commentators are engaged in 
trivialities, big foreign-policy questions are 
ignored.

For instance, although bin Laden is dead, 
his strategy of sucking the United States 
into bloody, expensive imperial wars in the 
Muslim world has worked like a charm. In a 
video released in 2004, bin Laden said, “We are 
continuing this policy in bleeding America to 
the point of bankruptcy. Allah willing, and 
nothing is too great for Allah.” He compared 
what was happening in Afghanistan then 

Obama, bin Laden, and Mitt

Continued on Page 16
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By Les Slater
Imagine for a moment that in this presidential race, 

the roles had been reversed – that there was a Republican 
commander-in-chief whose call it had been to order or not 
order the raid that took out Osama bin Laden in Pakistan 
last year. With the economy still engendering make-or-break 
fears for an incumbent, there’s no way Republican strategists 
would not have looked into ingenious ways of giving their 
man’s tough-as-nails national security image a place of high 
prominence in the campaign. Hardly should we be surprised, 
though, that the Democrats’ attempt to highlight one of 
President Obama’s major accomplishments gets doused with 
cold water by the president’s critics, with hollow protesta-
tions that partisan political boasts should be excluded from 
such national security matters.

Constantly are we reminded of how true it is that politics 
has a morality of its own. PBS commentator Mark Shields, 
in pointing out the disingenuousness of such Republican 
sniping, referenced the celebrated and disastrously pre-
mature “Mission Accomplished” stunt with George Bush 
in full military regalia aboard a battleship, in dramatizing 
that Republican penchant for shamelessly going the double 
standard route.

The Obama reelection committee trotted out this ad, in 
which Bill Clinton is seen commenting on the gutsiness of 
the president’s call on that bin Laden capture/kill mission, 
Clinton injecting the “what if” scenario, had the intel-
ligence been in fact faulty. That flip side would of course 
have brought no end of condemnation of the president and 
his being unequal to the role. Predictably, the fact that the 
operation was such an outstanding success has brought 
rather muted respect and acknowledgment from the other 
side (the more bellicose among them, anyway) and, to no 
one’s surprise, the claim from Mitt Romney that he would 

have acted the same way had the decision been his to make. 
Since there were reportedly even some within the Obama 
circle who weren’t fully on board with the mission getting a 
green light, Romney’s assertion that he would have done the 
same thing is typical of the Romney-speak that has made his 
lack of believability and passion so much a topic of discussion 
over this marathon presidential quest of his.

Given the foreign policy pluses that have earned honor-
able inclusion in Obama’s report card, Romney and the 
Republican signal callers are of course on a mission to liter-
ally blow foreign policy issues off the map, in favor of almost 
total concentration on the economy. George H.W. Bush was 
the last sitting president to get thrown out of office largely 
on account of economic concerns impacting an election. It 
bears noting that a marked difference in this 2012 picture 
from the goings-on in 1992 is that Obama is doubtless not 
the clueless figure on matters economic that Bush looked to 
be back then.

Still, there’s no denying that Obama has some strong 
headwinds to contend with on the economy bit at this point. 
And chances are that a change  in the average Joe’s personal 
outlook won’t undergo any dramatically positive shift by 
November. After the gas hike absurdity that consumers have 
experienced, the latest downward trending, if it holds, could 
be one less worry for the president. But the educated take on 
unemployment numbers seems overwhelmingly to be that 
they won’t change much in the next few months. That rate 
remaining at current levels is perhaps borderline problemat-
ic, but absolutely would be big-time bad news if they spike up 
to where they had been during the worst of the recession.

Again, the relentless Romney pitch will be that he’s just 
plain better at this sort of thing than the incumbent. And as 
we’ve said here before, there’s been one very public demon-
stration of Romney’s expertise coming through in less than 
stellar fashion, and that was his berating the administration 
for its bailout of the U.S. auto industry when collapse seemed 
imminent. That the administration’s  call on this proved to be 
so emphatically the right one, both economically and from a 
national pride standpoint is something that the Obama camp 
would be insane not to give the highest possible profile in 
the campaign. Perfect juxtaposition (and eminently saleable 
campaign fodder) is provided by Romney’s insistence, even 
after Detroit’s stunning turnaround, that government had 
no business going there.  

But even as Romney and his Republican/Tea Party confed-
erates try to convince the electorate that Obama’s methods 
have not been the correct panacea for the ailing economy, 
there surely are some among them whose focus on foreign 
policy hasn’t entirely been put to rest. It cannot but be both-
ersome to GOP types that an area that has seemed so com-
fortably the party’s to control has been, at least for the time 
being, expropriated by a most unlikely pretender. Between 
the two parties, Democrats have been seen, for quite a while 
now, as more prone to a softer approach on foreign policy, 
Republicans definitely of more militaristic bent. Suddenly 
with Obama has come a level of aggressiveness – as evidenced 
in the takeout of bin Laden and other al Qaeda leaders, in 
Libya and others – that has turned on its head that conven-
tional wisdom about who is and isn’t soft on the use of force 
and other manifestations of American muscle. “Warrior in 
Chief” the New York Times recently headlined an article 
about Obama’s record as the guy in charge.  Republicans 
aren’t too much liking that. That’s blatant theft of thunder 
they think to be theirs alone.

Viewpoint

Stealing their foreign policy thunder

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español
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By Lindon George
It is said of Black com-

munities – by thinkers 
from these same communi-
ties – that we suffer from 
a phenomenon they aptly 
characterized as a paraly-
sis of analysis. Of course, 
Dr. Amos Wilson and Dr. 
Cornell West and the oth-
ers who have echoed this 
sentiment did not refrain 
from offering a contextual-
ized rendition of what it 
is they attributed to our 
obvious lacking in the sci-
ence and art of organizing, 
as in creating institutions 
that would reflect a fighting 
spirit to not simply reverse 
what was done to us col-
lectively vis-à-vis laws, but 
proactively chart a course 
for the preservation of the 
best values and practices 
tested and seen to be ideal 
for the upliftment and bet-
terment of a people maimed 
by white hegemonic rule in 
all spheres of the society.

Whether we are cognizant 
of this fact or not: we are 
participants in the creation 
and spread of values. And, 
that act of participation by 

its very nature compels us to 
be agents of those values we 
perpetuate, which, in turn, 
structure the realities that 
hold dominance over our 
lives. As the aforementioned 
doctors (non-medical) inces-
santly sought to contextual-
ize this too-often- mistaken 
disease for mere symptom, 
I am impelled to take to task 
the duty to offer an analysis 
of my working environment, 
but more so to do with the 
objective reality of one gen-
eral room within the crown-
ing institution for higher 
learning of the heights 
formally known as Crown 
Heights in the borough of 
Kings: The Learning Center 
or the Academic Support 
Center at Medgar Evers 
College; named in honor of 
the civil and humanitarian 
rights leader whose name it 
bears on its façade.

I have been a student of 
the college, as well as two 
other colleges within the 
CUNY university system, 
and currently work in the 
capacity of a writing tutor 
primarily for the subjects 
of English and Political 

Science, of which I take 
great pride in doing, though 
not without frustration. The 
latter condition is very much 
a constant in this setting, 
as it is in the general com-
munity for both workers and 
students alike. The center’s 
primary mission, as is hinted 
in its title, is to spur learn-
ing, with the focus placed on 
the less advantaged amidst 
that learning population, as 
they are readily positioned 
to need this assistance due 
to their more obvious short-
comings, in the community 
of learners. Quite frankly, I 
am not privy to quote state-
ments from authorities as to 
say there is a blatant intent 
to create obstacles that will 
nullify the intended promise, 
to encourage rigorous learn-
ing and independent-mind-
edness amongst participants 
(both tutors and tutees). For 
the most part, everything by 
way of policy seems to be 
cloaked in the timeless lack 
of resources – this much I 
could confirm.  

It baffles and upsets  me 
to witness the mass inter-
nalization of this culture 

of poverty, even as workers 
and students’ plight is to 
rid themselves of the trap-
pings of such malady, which 
by the way isn’t natural an 
occurrence as many would 
like us to believe, in a sea of 
wealth (in this country).  For 
the considerable time that 
I have rendered my service 
as a tutor with the center, 
I have come away with the 
understanding that the funds 
used to pay tutors are grant-
based (with contributions 
from Research Foundation/
CUNY and the college stu-
dent government, etc.) and 
more predominantly now, 
due to a gross reduction of 
the former, from the slightly 
different tax-levy funds from 
the state and federal gov-
ernments to cover certain 
specific areas; as opposed 
to the college itself budget. 
The consequential reality of 
this is that funds are not 
allocated adequately and/ 
or not allocated in a time-
ly manner (in the limited 
sums), resulting in shorter 
and shorter periods of tutor-
ing for the students and not 
enough tutors available. In 

effect, tutoring for both fall 
and spring semester (regular 
semesters) starts from two 
weeks to almost a month 
officially after the start of 
those semesters, as tutors 
are phased in in accordance 
with budgetary constraints. 
Obviously, it is even a greater 
challenge for students if they 
have to wait weeks after the 
start of classes for tutorial 
service; it could only com-
pound the situation: never 
mind enrollment has been 
soaring in recent years, add-
ing greater demand for the 
vital service, where an open-
door admission policy still 
tolls for the multitude. 

Moreover, in regards to 
the physical space, with the 
general hall setting which 
isn’t conducive in the least 
for the individualized atten-
tion ideal for tutoring, 
when basically several con-
versations or teaching ses-
sions of various disciplines 
and topics are competing 
with each other, one would 
think better housing for the 
center would be provided at 
this stage: not next week, or 
the next school year, given 

the fact that the college has 
undergone a physical expan-
sion of its campus. For more 
than fourteen years (as I 
can recall) students have 
been crowding together 
in a general room (for the 
most part) to receive tutor-
ing. Sometimes it’s bearable 
when the room isn’t filled 
to capacity, but in many 
instances, just the same, the 
conditions with the sound 
and physical space issue can 
be such where it’s a chal-
lenge to even hear one’s 
thought or stay with a train 
of thought, with the fre-
quent disruptions,  passing 
for normalcy. Those con-
ditions deprive students 
of a sense of entitlement; 
it’s daunting to think (plus 
the reactions from students 
denote it) that as much as 
they are not comfortable 
with the cramped space 
and its derivatives that they 
have the where it all to 
make demands more than 
they can  in regards to the 
NYPD’s policy/practice of 
stop and frisk. The power-
lessness is quite alarming in 
both instances. 

Paralysis of Analysis: A disease among Blacks

        I saw an ad for a school 
to learn how to become an 

ultrasound technician. I learned 
nothing. The school said I’d 

get ‘lifetime job placement,’ 
but when I asked for help, 

I didn’t get any. 
I honestly believe 

my degree doesn’t 
count for anything. 

I wish I had 
gone to a 

community 
college, 

which costs 
a lot less.

Know Before
You Enroll
Visit nyc.gov or call 311 
to request Know Before 
You Enroll Tips.– Nicolle,

   Queens
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NEED CASH NOW?
Don’t wait for your lawsuit to settle!

Fast and Easy Approval

WE WILL ADVANCE YOU THE MONEY YOU NEED.

Cash For 
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CALL TODAY 
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they’re not changing.  

But now they’re backed by a team 

that has more doctors, more 
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Questions? Visit healthplus.amerigroup.com. 
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with a Medicare contract.
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By Herbert Okun, M.D.
Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

Many men are familiar 
with the common annoying 
symptoms caused by benign 
prostate enlargement. 
These symptoms include 
a slowing stream, urinary 
frequency, urgency, hesi-
tancy, intermittency, sleep 
interruption and a feeling 
of incomplete emptying 
despite pushing.  Years 
ago, the only treatment of 
prostate enlargement was 
surgical.  Over the past 20 
years, medical treatment 
has come into vogue using 
two different types of medi-
cations.  One type shrinks 
the glandular portion of 
the prostate; the other 
relaxes the muscular tissue 
of the prostate. The result 
is to effectively relieve the 
symptoms and make them 
more tolerable.  However, 
the medicines don’t always 
work and they may lose 
their initial effectiveness.   
Furthermore, there are 
many possible adverse side 
effects associated with using 
these drugs, including erec-
tile and ejaculatory dysfunc-
tion as well as painful breast 
swelling, allergic reactions, 
drug interactions, and the 
never ending expense and 
bother of a lifetime of buy-
ing drugs, making it intol-
erable for many men to 
continue treatment.   For 
these patients, the choice 
then becomes whether 
to return to a surgical 
approach or choose the new 
ultra-modern non-surgical, 
safe and easily tolerated 
in-office, TherMatrx micro-
wave thermo-therapy.

Compare; surgery is a 
one way road; once prostate 
tissue has been removed 
or destroyed, it cannot be 
replaced. TherMatrx on the 
other hand, involves no cut-
ting or removal of tissue. 
This fully FDA approved 
Microwave technique is a 
safe and comfortable proce-
dure, easily performed dur-
ing a pleasant 30-minute 
period in the office.  Prostate 
surgery on the other hand 

involves increased risk and 
requires hospitalization with 
anesthesia and the wearing 
of an uncomfortable Foley 
catheter.  However, micro-
wave thermal treatment is 
a safe, minimally invasive, 
in-office 30-minute pro-
cedure where patients are 
sent home from the office 
without having to wear a 
catheter.   Symptoms of the 
enlarged prostate dimin-
ish within a few weeks fol-
lowing treatment and the 
improvement continues 
over he next few weeks or 
months.  Just like surgery, 
microwave thermal therapy 
does not work for every 
patient. The overall success 
rate runs from 80 percent 
to 90 percent. Although the 
beneficial results are usu-
ally quite durable, lasting 
for many years, occasion-
ally both surgical treat-
ments and microwave ther-
mal therapy may require 
repeated treatments.  The 
end result is usually very 
satisfactory.  Patients who 
are in poor medical condi-
tion and unable to tolerate 
the risk of surgery and/or 
anesthesia may be excel-
lent candidates for micro-
wave thermal therapy. Even 
patients on anticoagulant 
therapy, whose doctors are 
not willing to risk stop-
ping their anticoagulation 
are easily handled using 
TherMatrx. Patients should 
remember that LASER, 
TURP and many other 
variations on the surgical 
theme are still all surgery 
and carry the risks of sur-
gery and anesthesia. So if 
you are suffering the intol-
erable symptoms of pros-
tatic obstruction and have 
not found success with the 
medications available for 
relief, before going down 
that one way surgical road, 
consider a much simpler 
safer alternative, TherMatrx 
microwave thermotherapy.

Have a Question? Call 
Dr. Okun at 718-241-6767

By J. Carlton Zeigler 
A new study shows that five urban 

Black American women die daily from 
breast cancer due to lack of access to 
proper care and treatment. The study also 
reveals an urban Black, white racial death 
disparity for breast cancer. 

Using a Center for Disease Control 
database and U.S. Census Bureau data, 
the 2012 Racial Disparity in Breast Cancer 
Mortality study examined breast cancer 
deaths by race and income in 24 of the 
largest American cities. The researcher 
then compared the data for non-hispanic 
Black and white women.      

The results show that more than 1,700 
urban Black women die of breast cancer 
every year because of cultural mores 
and economics that limit their access to 
health care. That’s a socioeconomic fatal-
ity rate of five black women dying need-
lessly from breast cancer everyday. 

The study also shows that 21 of the 
24 largest U.S. cities have a Black, white 
racial disparity in breast cancer mortality. 
In 13 of those cities the disparity level of 
cancer deaths is statistically significant. 

The differences in cancer deaths were 
not due to a higher prevalence of genetic 
mutations known to increase breast can-
cer risk and mortality.

“Our research shows societal factors – 
not genetics – are largely to blame for the 
racial disparity in breast cancer mortality 
nationwide,” said Steve Whitman, Ph.D., 
director of Sinai Urban Health Institute 
and the study’s lead author.

The study, conducted by Sinai Urban 
Health Institute and funded by the Avon 
Foundation for Women, is the first 
national study to examine the racial dis-
parities in breast cancer mortality at the 
city level in the United States.

The research also shows:
~13 cities have a statistically signif-

icant racial disparity in breast cancer 
deaths (greater than 1 disparity): The cit-
ies, by population, are New York City, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia, 
San Diego, Dallas, Jacksonville, Columbus, 
Memphis, Seattle, Boston and Denver.

~More than one Black woman per 
week dies needlessly in Chicago and New 
York because of the disparity

~Memphis has the greatest disparity 
among the 25 largest cities

~San Francisco has the least disparity 
of the 25 largest cities.

Only five of the 13 cities are in the 

southern half of the country. The popu-
lation density of these cities rank from 
number one (New York) to beyond 50th. 
This suggest that population density is 
also not a significant factor in the study 
outcome.

The study was published in the journal 
Cancer Epidemeology.

Breast Cancer Online Tool: Test For 
Your Risk  

The National Cancer Institute has 
developed an online Breast Cancer Risk 
Assessment Tool to help determine your 
risk of developing breast cancer. The tool 
asks seven simple questions. Based on 
how you answer, it then estimates your 
risk of developing breast cancer.

The tool cannot predict if you will 
develop breast cancer, only the statistical 
likelihood of that happening. Importantly, 
the tool cannot test, nor does it take 
into account any of the estimated 10 
genetic mutations that are now known 
to increase your risk of developing breast 
cancer. You can ask your doctor about 
screening tests that can detect some of 
these gene mutations. The tool is at www.
cancer.gov/bcrisktool/Default.aspx

If you use the tool, please read the 
results fully and carefully. Don’t overre-
act. You should talk to your doctor about 
the results. Consider asking the questions 
below.

Distributed by Healthy Living News 
Source: NCI
Courtesy of Healthy Living News 

Distributed by Healthy 
Living News

Sunday, May 13 is 
Mother’s Day. Here are 
some simple steps- compli-
ments of the CDC - to make 
Mother’s Day a special day 
of health for mom.

Make sure to include 
these tips in your daily 
life, so if mom resists, your 
response can be “It’s easy... 
Let’s do it together.”

Show her your sweet 
side.

Include fruit in any 
meal or snack you pre-
pare. Fruits and vegetables 
contain essential vitamins, 
minerals, and fiber that 
may help protect from cer-
tain diseases.

Mom was right: eat your 
vegetables.

“Eat your vegetables” 
is one of several things 
mothers are known for 
saying to kids. Vegetables 

are a natural source of 
energy and give the body 
many nutrients needed to 
keep going. Find what’s in 
season and add a variety of 
colors and flavors to any-
thing you prepare.

Be original. Keep it sim-
ple. Act on her behalf.

~Offer to change the 
batteries in the smoke 
alarms. Make sure she’s 
taking steps to prevent 
fires.

~Help her get prepared 
for spring and summer 
storms.

~Get her a fabulous 
spring hat for sun protec-
tion against skin cancer.

~If she’s a senior, help 
reduce her risk for falls by 
making her home safer.

~Learn together the 
common symptoms of a 
heart attack (or stroke) 
and what to do in case of 
one. Make the Call. Don’t 
Miss a Beat.

Mind your manners.
Don’t add to her stress. 

Stress can manifest in a 
variety of ways. If she is 
stressed, help her get the 
right care and support she 
needs. Also, insufficient 
sleep is associated with 
a number of chronic dis-
eases and conditions such 
as diabetes, cardiovascu-
lar disease, obesity, and 
depression. Encouraging 
her to get the recommend-
ed amount of sleep can be 
helpful to good health.

Put your foot down, and 
raise your arms too.

Get the recommended 
physical activity with your 
mom. Encourage her to 
walk, help her plant her 
garden, ride your bicycles 
together (with helmets), 
take her dancing, or any-
thing else that will help 
you both get the recom-
mended minimum 2½ 
hours of moderate physical 

activity each week.
Clear the air.
If you smoke, quit 

(Imagine how happy that 
will make her). If she 
smokes, encourage her to 
quit. Fortunately, people 
who stop smoking greatly 
reduce their risk for dis-
ease and premature death. 
Although the health ben-
efits are greater for people 
who stop at earlier ages, 
cessation is beneficial at all 
ages. Second hand smoke, 
the smoke inhaled from 
someone else smoking, is 
also dangerous. There is 
no safe amount of second-
hand smoke. Breathing 
secondhand smoke for a 
short time can hurt the 
body. Call 1-800-QUIT-
NOW (1-800-784-8669) for 
more information.

New Mom’s: Try text4-
baby - text messages for 
new moms and moms-to-
be.

Health
Breast cancer kills more Blacks

Eight ways to help make Mother’s Day healthy

TherMatrix -- The 
Excellent Alternative 
to Prostate Surgery

Our research shows 
societal factors – not 
genetics – are largely 
to blame for the racial 

disparity in breast cancer 
mortality nationwide

Steve Whitman, Ph.D.
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The Caribbean Business Report

Advertise directly to business owners in the weekly 
Caribbean Business Report. Every week starting April 13th.

Call your Caribbean Life representative for 

rate information, or contact Jennifer Stern 

at 718-260-8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com

By Christine M. Coley
It has always been your 

deepest desire to build 
your dream—own your 
own business---but you 
have a job.   Maybe it’s not 
even just a job.  Maybe it’s 
actually a successful career 
in which you’ve invested 
many years.  However, 
there’s this gnawing feel-
ing in your soul telling 
you that you aren’t where 
you truly really want to be, 
and you keep dismissing 
it because you consider 
yourself lucky to even have 
a job in today’s economy. 
Yet, the desire to build 
your own dream just won’t 
go away.  So, where do you 
start? How do you tran-
sition into building your 
dream? Should you just 
walk into work tomorrow, 
and fire your boss?

Monique Greenwood 
was the Editor in Chief of 
Essence Magazine when 
she resigned, and took a 
chance on building her 
boutique Bed & Breakfast 
brand, Akwaaba, fulltime.  
However, she didn’t resign 
from Essence before get-
ting started.  As a matter 
of fact, she actually became 
a master of juggling her 
publishing career, entre-
preneurship, marriage, and 
motherhood.

In 1995, while still 
an editor at Fairchild 
Publications, Monique and 
her husband purchased 
the Akwaaba Mansion 
property in Historic Bed 
Stuy, Brooklyn, as a second 
home, with their savings. 

They eventually moved 
into the mansion, and 
then rented out their first 
home, turning the prop-
erty into a revenue stream.  
Since the mansion had also 
become their residence, 
they had very little start-up 
costs. However, in order 
to make it truly feel like 
home, for themselves and 
their guests, they invested 
over $500K in restoration, 
renovations, and interior 
decorating. The Akwaaba 
Mansion, now a fully 
restored, 1860s Italianate 
villa Bed & Breakfast, has 
been profitable from day 
one.

Monique didn’t embark 
on this transition alone, 
and stated, “It’s ok to ask 
for help when you need it, 
you do not have to wear 
the superhero ‘red cape’ all 
the time.  It’s very criti-
cal that you have people 
who have your best interest 
at heart on board support 
you.  Have a family meet-
ing; get your family’s buy 
in, be specific about what 
you will need help with, 
and create a deadline for 
yourself and the people in 
your support system.” 

Ironically, Monique 
opened the Brooklyn 
Akwaaba location on July 
4, 1995 however; she 
didn’t strike her independ-
ence from her publishing 
career just yet.  Six years 
after launching it, while 
at Fairchild, Monique 
became the Fashion Editor 
at Essence Magazine, and 
juggled both careers for 

six additional years.   She 
remembers her biggest 
challenge, during this peri-
od of her life, was achieving 
personal balance, as she 
rarely had time for her-
self.  She said, “I had to 
remember to give myself, 
to myself, before I give 
myself away to others. I 
had to really prioritize, 
and learned to say “no” to 
things that drained me, so 
that I can say “yes” to what 
matters most to me.”  

On the weekend of her 
40th birthday, the feeling 
of not having what mat-
tered most to her came to 
a head one morning on the 
beach, in Cape May. She 
took stock of where she 
was in her life, and began 
crunching the numbers to 
identify how much money 
she needed to make in order 
to be “okay”, without her 
full time salary. That same 
weekend, Monique and her 
husband were looking for 

a home to retire in on the 
shore, and on the credit 
application she wrote down 
“Innkeeper”, rather than 
“Editor”, on the line that 
asked her occupation—in 
this moment she decided 
that she would resign from 
Essence when she returned 
to NY, and did so within 
one week.  When asked 
what really inspired her to 
make that gutsy decision 
Monique asserted, “I had 
always considered it, and 
finally decided I needed to 
give just as much as I’ve 
always given to my employ-
ers, and even more, to my 
own vision.  It was time 
to build a legacy that I can 
pass down to my daughter, 
to have and run, if she so 
chooses to run it when she 
gets older.”

This marked the begin-
ning of a new chapter in her 
life, with new challenges to 
overcome. The first thing 
she did after she resigned 
was take a business course 
at the Brooklyn Economic 
Development Corporation, 
where she learned how 
to write a solid business 
plan—up until this time 
she’d been operating with-
out one, and decided that it 
was time to really plan out 
her future properly. 

Monique’s strongest rec-
ommendation to anyone 
who has a dream, works 
fulltime and is strug-
gling to take action is, 
“Start tomorrow--do it on 
the side.  Build it to a 
level you feel confident in 
stepping away from your 

current job, to do it full 
time.” It has been 10 years 
since Monique made the 
life changing decision to 
exchange her corporate job 
title, for ‘President & CEO’ 
of her own business—and 
she’s never looked back.  
The equity accumulated 
on her 1st Akwaaba loca-
tion in Bedstuy helped 
her expand her portfolio 
of Bed & Breakfast ven-
tures to now also having a 
location in her home town 
Washington DC, two loca-
tions in New Jersey, and 
another 25,000 square foot, 
boutique spa resort slated 
to open in Pennsylvania 
this summer.

Successfully transi-
tioning from employee to 
entrepreneur takes care-
ful calculation, research, 
and is a matter of coura-
geously seeking ‘what mat-
ters most’ to you. Monique 
defines that as, “The con-
fidence to define success 
on my own terms, and the 
nerve to pursue it.”  She 
says, “Doing your own 
business is your measure 
of control over your life.  
You will work harder than 
you’ve ever worked in your 
life, and you probably won’t 
have any greater satisfac-
tion.” 

Christine M. Coley is 
a Brooklyn-based, multi-
market business owner in 
the fields of Real Estate, 
Public Relations, and 
Direct Sales. Contact her 
at christine.coley@gmail.
com, or twitter @chris-
intheapple

From Employee to Entrepreneur

Monique Greenwood.  Photo credit: Akwaaba Mansion.
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Op-Ed

to the previous Soviet debacle there. “We, 
alongside the mujahideen, bled Russia for 10 
years until it went bankrupt and was forced 
to withdraw in defeat.”

Ironically, President Jimmy Carter’s 
national-security adviser, Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, has bragged that he helped draw 
the Soviet Union into Afghanistan in 1979 
precisely to mire the Russians in their own 
“Vietnam.” That experience failed to deter 
President George W. Bush from blindly 
following in the Soviets’ footsteps; nor did 
it keep Obama from redoubling this futile 
effort, including a major expansion of drone 
attacks in Pakistan, which have killed at 
least 1,400 people since Obama took office. 
The U.S. government has been fighting the 
same people it helped fight the Soviets.

“All that we have to do is to send two 
mujahedeen to the furthest point east to 
raise a piece of cloth on which is written 
al Qaeda, in order to make generals race 
there to cause America to suffer human, 
economic and political losses without their 
achieving anything of note other than some 
benefits for their private corporations,” bin 
Laden said.

Right he was. The Obama administration 
ruthlessly drone-bombs Yemen and Somalia 
to eradicate the “threat” from real or poten-
tial al-Qaeda affiliates in those countries. 

Even American officials are aware that this 
policy creates anti-American militants. This 
is not rocket science. Bomb people, and 
they will dislike you — and perhaps seek 
revenge.

 Bin Laden got his wish. America’s fis-
cal house couldn’t be more disorderly. The 
debt is over $15 trillion, larger than the 
GDP. The Congressional Research Service 
says that from 2001 to 2011 the Afghan 
war cost $443 billion. Tens of thousands of 
civilians have been killed, and many more 
maimed. American deaths total more than 
1,800, with well over 15,000 wounded. The 
number of survivors whose lives have been 
effectively destroyed is uncountable. And 
that leaves the Iraq war out of the account. 
Al-Qaeda wasn’t even in that country until 
George W. Bush invaded in 2003.

The point is that we let bin Laden take 
our eyes off the ball. He and al-Qaeda were 
creatures of American policy, though not 
in the sense that U.S. agents funded him or 
set up his organization. Rather, he turned 
his wrath toward America (and away from 
U.S.-backed Middle Eastern oppressors) as it 
became apparent that so much of the misery 
inflicted on the Muslim world had its origins 
in Washington, D.C.

Sheldon Richman is senior fellow at The 
Future of Freedom Foundation (www.fff.org) 
and editor of The Freeman magazine.

Obama, bin Laden, and Mitt
Continued from Page 10

Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.
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NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Over 25 years of legal 
experience on your side

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568
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1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be 
charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), 
a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and 
services from AT&T. Phone subject to availability. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, 
or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 900



De
c.

 2
2-

28
, 2

01
0 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Qu
ee

ns
/L

on
g 

Is
la

nd
 • 

Pa
ge

 1
8

those reports.
“If there is going to be 

a Cabinet reshuffle, when 
the prime minister in dis-
cussion with his colleagues 
comes to the final list, then 
we shall advise the coun-
try,” he told the state-owned 
DBS radio.

“I don’t think it requires 
public debate or public dis-
cussion. We are not going to 
get distracted. We have a lot 
of work to do. We have done 
a lot and still have a lot to 
do,” he added.

In recent weeks, media 
reports in Dominica have 
suggested that Skerrit, who 
led the ruling Dominica 
Labor Party (DLP) to a 
convincing victory in the 
Dec. 18, 2009 general elec-
tion, would reshuffle his 
Cabinet.

The media reports said 
that senior government 
minister Charles Savarin, 
who recently underwent 
medical treatment in the 
neighboring French island 
of Guadeloupe, would retire 

from active politics.
Guyana

Guyana President Donald 
Ramoutar has defended the 
decision of his administra-
tion to seek a court rul-
ing on issues affecting the 
conduct of Parliament and 
accused the main oppo-
sition A Partnership for 
National Unity (APNU) of 
wasting a valuable oppor-
tunity for building national 
consensus in the country.

Ramoutar told a news 
conference that his contin-
ued monitoring of the situ-
ation in parliament clearly 
shows that, “APNU and AFC 
(Alliance for Change) are 
squandering the opportu-
nity of working together 
with us in the interest of 
our nation. They are violat-
ing all parliamentary norms 
and practices, he said.

The president said since 
the Parliament began in 
the new term following 
the general election last 
November that led to the 
opposition parties having a 

controlling majority in the 
65-member chamber, there 
have been willful efforts to 
create a hostile atmosphere 
characterized by uncoop-
erative and disruptive strat-
egies by the opposition.

He warned against revers-
ing the democratic gains 
made since l992 when the 
ruling People’s Progressive 
Party/Civic (PPP/C) came 
into power.

Haiti

The United Nations 
Development Program 
(UNDP) is putting into 
action a precedent-setting 
seismic reduction plan for 
Northern Haiti.

The plan, a flagship 
project for UNDP and its 
financial partners, is a joint 
venture between UNDP and 
Haiti’s National System for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, 
under the Ministry of the 
Interior.

According to the UNDP’s 
Helen Clark, this is one 
of the first times that a 

developing country has 
taken advance measures to 
reduce the vulnerability of 
its people and economy to 
future earthquakes.

“This project is a histori-
cal landmark and this is to 
the credit of the Haitian 
government, which decid-
ed to engage a proactive 
strategy of risk reduction 
in order to avoid a simi-
lar tragedy to that which 
struck Port-au-Prince and 
its region on Jan. 12, 2010,” 
she said. 

Because of its geo-
graphical location, Haiti is 
exposed to floods, hurri-
canes, tsunamis, landslides 
and earthquakes, with par-
ticular vulnerability in the 
northern regions, which sit 
atop two tectonic plates.

Haiti
 
The Irish-based telecom-

munications company, 
Digicel, recently announced 
it had acquired Haitian 
mobile operator, Viola, 
from its parent company, 

United States-based Trilogy 
International Partners, for 
an undisclosed sum.

Digicel’s acquisition of 
Viola will see mobile users 
across Haiti benefiting 
from increased investment 
in even better mobile serv-
ices and new technology 
in the future, said Colm 
Delves, Digicel Group chief 
executive officer.

Digicel said the transac-
tion was completed recent-
ly.

Voila has been offer-
ing uninterrupted services 
in Haiti since September 
1999 and currently services 
nearly a million customers, 
Digicel said in a statement.

It said Voila is widely 
recognized for bringing 
innovation to the telecom 
sector in Haiti and has 
redefined corporate social 
responsibility for foreign 
investors.

  
Jamaica

The Jamaican govern-
ment will soon launch its 

energy efficiency and con-
servation program, aimed 
at saving some $2.6 billion 
(US$30 million) per year in 
energy costs.

This was announced 
by Minister of Science, 
Technology, Energy and 
Mining, Phillip Paulwell 
recently when he addressed 
the opening of the Jamaica 
Power Summit 2012 in 
New Kingston.

He said the program will 
be financed by the Inter-
American Development 
Bank (IDB).

St. Kitts

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
government says it is look-
ing at the possibility of 
implementing a new pricing 
system for the sale of liquid 
petroleum gas (LPG) after 
indicating that the present 
mechanism is responsible 
for “an artificially higher 
price than necessary for the 
consumer.”

Information Minister 
Nigel Carty said that the 
government is considering 
whether to use the Mont 
Belview System instead 
of the Mean Caribbean 
Posting used as a bench-
mark for the standardiza-
tion of the pricing of cook-
ing as imported into the 
twin-island federation.

Carty said Cabinet had 
agreed that the practice 
of offsetting taxes due by 
the suppliers against gov-
ernment transfers to the 
suppliers will be discontin-
ued in order to improve 
accountability and trans-
parency in government’s 
tax collection policy.

He noted that a report 
submitted to the cabinet 
by Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Dr. 
Denzil Douglas indicated 
that the Mean Caribbean 
Posting index mechanism 
“is too arbitrary, leading to 
an artificially higher price 
than necessary for the com-
modity.”

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued from page 2

TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
Caribbean Life 
CLASSIFIEDS

Call 718-260-2555
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 SETTLING INTO A
 COMFORTABLE SEAT. 
 NOT SETTLING.
Offering BusinessElite® service on select coast-to-coast routes refl ects our belief that if 

you’re going to go the distance, so should we. That’s why you can unwind with amenities 

usually reserved for international travel on seven daily fl ights from JFK to LAX and fi ve to SFO. 

It’s a range of perks including in-fl ight Wi-Fi, menus curated by renowned chef Michael Chiarello, 

and one of the most luxurious seats available at 35,000 feet. After all, when you’re fl ying 

cross-country, you should fi nd comfort, not compromise.

 DELTA.COM

Wi-Fi service available for purchase on JFK-LAX and JFK-SFO fl ights.
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0 Happy Mother’s Day

Premier Exhibitions, Inc. and 
Continuum Health Partners will offer 
complimentary blood pressure screen-
ings to exhibition visitors to help combat 
America’s number one killer of women

There’s no better way to show your 
mom you care than by making sure she’s 
healthy! Moms around the world are so 
busy taking care of their families that they 
often don’t worry about their own health. 

In honor of Mother’s Day, and  National 
Women’s Health Week (May 13 – May 19), 
take your mom to BODIES…The Exhibition 
and  learn more about staying heart healthy 
on Saturday, May 12, 11 Fulton Street, 
between 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Premier Exhibitions, Inc.- the pro-
ducer of BODIES…The Exhibition - and 
Continuum Health Partners are team-
ing up to bring visitors complimentary 
blood pressure screenings and risk factor 
evaluations, with the price of admission. 
Women’s heart expert Dr. Merle Myerson 
of St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital will con-
duct the screenings.

According to the American Heart 
Association, heart disease is the number 
one killer of women in America. The 

screenings can help identify women who 
may be more susceptible to heart disease, 
so it can be detected and prevented early.

Where:         BODIES...The Exhibition 
South Street Seaport 
11 Fulton Street (Corner of Fulton and 

Front Street)
New York, N.Y. 10038
Hours Of Operation:
Sunday – Thursday:            10:00 a.m 

- 7:00 p.m
Friday and Saturday:            10:00 a.m 

- 9:00 p.m
*Tickets may be purchased up to one 

hour before closing times.
Directions: 
By Subway:       Take 2, 3, 4, 5, J, Z or 

M to Fulton Street; A and C to Broadway-
Nassau.

By Bus:            Take M15 (South 
Ferry-bound) down Second Ave. to Fulton 
Street.

By Boat:  Pier 17 – N.Y. Water Taxi; Pier 
11 – N.Y. Waterway; Staten Island Ferry

By Car:  Car parking for the Exhibition 
is approx.: $6.00 per half hour and is 
located in paid lots on either side of South 
Street Seaport, Pier 17.

Take your mom to 
BODIES exhibition

Standouts from the world of 
new-age soca, such as Blaxx 
and Nadia Batson are blended 
with a lineup of seasoned vet-
erans including Black Stalin, 
Sugar Aloes, Edwin Yearwood 
and Denyse Plummer for 
the 36th annual edition of 
the Mother’s Day show, on 
Saturday, May 12 at Brooklyn 
Center for Performing Arts, 
Brooklyn College, starting at 
8:00 p.m.

This year’s Trinidad and Tobago calypso 
monarch, Dwayne O’Conner, multiple Barbados 
calypso and road march winner Red Plastic Bag 
and the always entertaining Allrounder (“Body 
Wine” and “Garlic Sauce”) are on board as 
well. 

Also in the cast, as the show turns the spot-
light on the future of calypso, are three-time 
junior monarch in Trinidad, Aaron Duncan and 
Devyn Tyson, who has wowed audiences as well 
with her poise and stage presence. Steelpan 
virtuoso Dane Gulston is on the roster too, with 
comedienne Donna Hadad and Jason Benn as 
emcees.  Accompanying the artists will be the 
Sunshine Band.  

The 10th anniversary of the 
passing of the show’s founder, 
Isaac McLeod, will be observed at 
this year’s presentation. McLeod 
died in February 2002, after hav-
ing spearheaded the event from 
its inception in 1977.

This year’s show continues 
the format change instituted 
in 2011, wherein emphasis is 
placed on performance time for 
the artists, their ability to deliver 
sustained qualitative perform-

ances during their ample time on stage being 
a major consideration in selecting cast mem-
bers.

The Mother’s Day show has  proved beyond 
question the durability of Isaac McLeod’s con-
cept that packaging superlative Caribbean 
entertainment as a gift primarily for mothers 
in the community. Howard McLeod, son of the 
founder, has been executive producer of the 
event following his father’s death.

Tickets for the Mother’s Day show are avail-
able at the Brooklyn Center box office where 
they can also be charged and at several con-
veniently located neighborhood outlets. The 
number for information is 917-447-2323.

Top soca stars, calypso 
veterans for Mother’s Day

A Pre-Mother’s Day 
Musical Experience will 
be held at Saint Francis 
College, 182 Remsen Street 
in Brooklyn from 6:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 12. 

The event is being 
organized by the Society 
For The Advancement Of 
The Caribbean Diaspora 
(SACD).

Headlining this event 
will be two very popular 
groups. Braata Folk Singers 
led by Andrew Clarke will 
take the stage first followed 
by Jazzberry Jam led by 
Bertha Hope. Jazzberry 
Jam’s appearance is spon-
sored by the New York Jazz 
Foundation.

Both groups have an 
extensive repertoire that is 
entertaining and exciting. 
Braata has been celebrating 
and showcasing Caribbean 
folk culture since its forma-
tion in July 2009 through 
presentations to the 

Caribbean community and 
the general public. 

The company has per-
formed to great reviews 
at venues including the 
Jamaican Consulate 
in New York, City Hall 
in Manhattan, Bronx 
Borough Hall, and the 
Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture 
among many areas across 
New York. 

The group fuses music, 

movement and drama 
with an emphasis on a 
cultural context. Included 
among its repertoire is a 
wide range of folk forms 
such as, Kumina, Dinki-
Mini, Revival, Mento,  Ring 
Games and Nine Night.”

Jazzberry Jam per-
forms jazz music from the 
Americas and have been 
playing for many years at 
various venues around the 
city. 

Pre-Mother’s Day 
Musical Experience

Braata Folk Singers.
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Hostos Community
College

Division of
Continuing Education & Workforce Development

Real Estate
✦✦ Real Estate Sales Person
✦✦ 30 Hour Remedial Course
✦✦ Basic Property Management
✦✦ Basic Construction Project Management
✦✦ Tenant Law

Skilled Trade
✦✦ Basic Automotive Maintenance
✦✦ Hands-On Automotive Transmission
✦✦ Security Officer

Philanthropy
✦✦ Grant Writing
✦✦ Nonprofit Management  

AND MORE!
✦✦ Microsoft Office
✦✦ Case Management Certificate Program
✦✦ Childcare Provider 
✦✦ Food Protection
✦✦ Personal Trainer
✦✦ Teacher Assistant

✹Also

Expand your skills set & marketability 
with our certificate programs

Hostos College for Kids Summer
Academy is available. In addition, 

we offer English-as-a-Second
Language, General Equivalency

Diploma and personal 
enrichment courses.

Call to Register 718-518-6656 

Bring this ad and receive a 10% discount!

Tel 718-518-6656    Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
500 Grand Concourse, Room B-208    Bronx, NY  10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Open
Houses

Saturday, May 19  11:00am-1:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451

Thursday, June 7  6:00pm-8:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451

✹Free!

Saturday, May 19  11:00am-1:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451

Thursday, June 7  6:00pm-8:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451
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Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,700

$1,400

$1,600

$1,100

$1,400

New York’s magnificent historic church-
es and synagogues will participate in the 
New York Landmarks Conservancy’s annual 
Sacred Sites Open House Weekend May 19 
and 20. 

During the weekend the doors of these 
institutions will be opened to New Yorkers 
and tourists alike to explore their extraordi-
nary art and architecture.  Taking part will 
be congregations throughout Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens and Staten Island.

New Yorkers travel the world to experi-
ence remarkable art and architecture.  

New York City congregations participat-
ing to date are –

Queens:
·Free Synagogue of Flushing: 41-60 Kissena 

Blvd. Founded in 1917, the Free Synagogue of 
Flushing is the oldest Reform Synagogue in 
Queens. May 20, 2:30 p.m. - Tour of Sanctuary 
3:00 p.m. Concert: “East Meets West: Asian 
Poetry Set by European Composers.”

·  Flushing   Quaker Meeting House, 137-
16 Northern Boulevard, was erected in 1694 
and enlarged in 1716-19.  

Bronx:
·St. Peter’s Episcopal Church: 2500 

Westchester Avenue. This 1855 Gothic 
Revival church was designed by architect 
Leopold Eidlitz.

·Bedford Park Congregational Church 
was organized in 1889 to serve the railroad 
suburb of Bedford Park, soon incorporated 
in the Borough of the Bronx and the City of 
New York. Architect Edgar K. Bourne, son of 
the congregation’s first minister, designed 
the fieldstone-clad church that was built 
from 1891-92. 309 East 201 Street.

Staten Island:
·St. Paul’s Memorial Church: 225 St. 

Paul’s Ave. St. Paul’s Memorial Church and 
Rectory, designed by prominent architect 
Edward Potter and constructed in 1870.  
May 19, 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

·Woodrow United Methodist Church: 1075 
Woodrow Rd. Woodrow United Methodist 
Church was the first established Methodist 
Church on Staten Island and has main-
tained a continuous presence on the Island 

since 1771. May 19 and May 20.   
Manhattan:       
·Church of the Incarnation, built in 1864, 

features some of the finest ecclesiastical 
artwork in America, including stained-
glass windows designed by William Morris, 
Edward Burne-Jones, Louis Comfort Tiffany, 
and John LaFarge. 209 Madison Ave., May 
20 1:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

· Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Annunciation was designed by the archi-
tectural firm of Heins & LaFarge, (the first 
architects of the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine), and constructed in 1893-1894 as the 
Fourth Presbyterian Church. Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church. 302 W. 91st St., 
May 19, 12:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

·St. Bartholomew’s: Completed in 1918 
and superbly sited in a terraced garden 
amid the corporate towers of Park Avenue, 
the Byzantine-Romanesque style inspired 
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church is an 
outstanding example of the work of Bertram 
Grosvenor Goodhue. 325 Park Ave., May 20, 
2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

·St. Michael’s Episcopal Church: Designed 
by Robert Gibson and constructed in 1891. 
225 W. 99th Street.

·Temple Emanu-El: One East 65th Street. 
Congregation Emanu-El was founded in 1845, 
merged with Temple Beth-El in the 1920’s, 
and completed its present quarters, in 1929. 

·Calvary Church, a major institutional 
building in the Gramercy Park Historic 
District, is one of the fine, small, Gothic 
Revival churches in New York City.  
Designed by the renowned architect James 
Renwick, Jr. and constructed in 1846-1848, 
the sanctuary features a Tiffany glass mosaic 
fountain. 277 Park Avenue South.

·Marble Collegiate Church, located at Fifth 
Avenue and 29th Street, traces its history back 
to the city’s first church, a Reformed congrega-
tion established by Dutch colonists in 1628.

·Church of the Intercession at 550 West 
155 Street is a notable example of Late 
Gothic Revival style religious architecture 
using English Gothic precedents, built 
between 1911-1914. 

Sacred sites open 
house weekend
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Paul Blair loves his new kitchen so much it has inspired him to learn how to cook.

Blair’s kitchen features brand new cabinets, stainless steel appliances and marble 
countertops among other amenities.

A tile mosaic above the sink adds a touch of 
elegance to the earth-toned colored kitchen.

PHOTOS BY ANNMARIE COSTELLA

advertisement

Kitchen goes from outdated to outstanding.
Laurelton man able to remodel home thanks to help from the HRA.
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Blair’s kitchen features brand new cabinets, stainless steel appliances and marble 
countertops among other amenities. PHOTOS BY ANNMARIE COSTELLA

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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In a recent address to nationals residing in the United 
States, Jamaica’s Prime Minister Portia Simpson-Miller 
urged residents here to support the island by visiting during 
the 50th anniversary of independence.

Since last week’s trip to Brooklyn, an amplified plea is 
being made by Hands across Jamaica for Righteousness. 

The Hands initiative aims at “those looking to give 
back,” to join with the ministry of education to encourage 
Jamaicans “to come home and celebrate the country’s golden 
Jubilee.”

Several HANDS Jamaica Jubilee Homecoming Projects 
have been established island-wide in education, health and 
community development.

For more information contact the Jamaica Consulate for 
details.

In addition to artistic and creative participants to the sec-
ond annual Kingston-based literary, arts and music festival, 
foreign diplomats and two members of Jamaica’s parliament 
joined patrons attending the historic Pon Di River gather-
ing.

From Africa, Senegal’s Ambassador Diagle to Jamaica 
seemed to enjoy the many vendors who sold a variety of 
home-made items. Accompanied by Dr. Carolyn Cooper of 
the University of the West Indies, the diplomat canvassed the 
vast, scenic setting.  

Lisa Hanna, the island’s Minister of Culture represented 
her portfolio by providing enlightening words to the crowd.

“This is the best of brand Jamaica,” Hanna, said about the 
Pon Di River Literary, Arts & Music Festival. 

“It celebrates the rhythm of what makes us truly 
Jamaican.”

Before reading from “Mirrors of the Soul” by Lebanese 
poet Kahlil Gibrain, the former beauty queen turned politi-
cian urged the audience to be cognizant of youths during the 
golden anniversary year.

Youths she said “are 55 percent of our country and need 
nurturing and hope.”

They were well represented in the eclectic crowd that 
gathered on Sunday.

Aloun Ndombet-Assamba, a former minister of tourism 
and recently appointed High Commissioner to England 
seemed already nostalgic about her homeland.

She read “I Miss Jamaica,” a poem from a collection pub-
lished in “The Mirror Of The Eyes” by Millicent V. Morris-
Lynch. 

“I miss the blackout night when the moon shines on the 
land

While people gather and chat without a fight
The glow on the mango tree in the still of the night
I miss the games and the jokes, the laughter
And the men pouring white rum in glasses of milk
I Miss Jamaica…”
And Lloyd B. Smith, a newly-elected member of parlia-

ment from the western region of the island also read from 
literary works.   

Oku Onuora, Jamaica’s first dub poet provided poignant 
poetry from his collection. And the island’s most popular 
poet Mutabrauka also attended the significant event.

A number of authors from the United States, Canada and 
Jamaica also engaged the crowds in addition to musicians 
from Cuba.

The Latin Roots, delivered a jazz/salsa/drumming treat 
that endeared patrons to appreciate Afro-Cuba renditions

But it was the 
Kingston Drummers 
who created an explo-
sion of spontane-
ous dance when they 
played a set follow-
ing the Charles Town 
Maroon Drummers 
and Dancers, the 
Rekala Drummers and 
L’Acadco Drummers.

Professionals and 
novices bombarded 
the stage to demon-
strate the pride of Afro-
Caribbean music.

Three year-old Kenya 
Isaacs seemed enticed 
by the sound of the drum. The young girl seemed to abandon 
her parent in order to express her affinity to the instrument. 
One of the drummers noticed her passion and offered a drum 
to help with her desire to play.

Dante, another young patron who was closest to the 
ground wore black, green and gold to display his national 
pride.

He seemed most attracted to the drums and walked unas-
sisted onstage in an attempt to commandeer and play an 
instrument.

While the festival provided loads of promised literature, 
arts and music, other perks included some of the island’s 
culinary delights -- roasted yam, roasted salt fish, escoveith-
ched salt fish, sweet potato pudding, festival, grater cake, 
Nase berries etc., water coconut, sugar cane, raw and roasted 
peanuts, curried goat, rice and peas, mannish water, fish 
soup, ackee and saltfish and hard dough bread.

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Politicians, poets, diplomats inspire cultural pride

Vinette and Mutaburaka, ‘Pon 
De River Festival attracted 
visitors and locals like,
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Acclaimed Philly-
based photographer and 
educator Tony Rocco 
brings his latest exhibi-
tion, TRANSICIONES, to 
Pregones Theater,  from 
May 2 – Aug. 13. The 
exhibition delves into the 
transitions of place, sub-
ject matter, and technique 
during his 20-year photo-
graphic career.

Rocco uses his unique 
documentary style to take 
us on a jaunt through his 
childhood neighborhood 
of South Philadelphia, the 
gritty North Philadelphia 
barrio where he has 
worked his entire adult life 
as a public school teacher, 
and his ongoing investiga-
tion of his mother’s native 
Colombia. 

RANSICIONES also 
highlights Rocco’s techni-
cal progression as we see 
his experimentations with 

color and digital photog-
raphy that compliment his 
foundation in traditional 
black and white.

Rocco’s connection to 
Colombia goes beyond 
his family as he has spent 
the past 10 years teach-
ing children in various 
parts of Colombia and 
Philadelphia how to use 
photography to tell their 
stories. His latest project 
is Photography Without 
Borders, which seeks to 
build bridges between 
the marginalized com-
munities he works with 
by engaging the students 
in a cross-cultural pho-
tography and video-based 
dialog. The project cul-
minates with the children 
getting to travel and expe-
rience another culture 
firsthand. All proceeds 
from TRANSICIONES go 

 

By Chudi Chukwudi
Caribbean fashion real-

ity series Mission Catwalk 
is on its sixth episode and 
Belize’s Rebecca Stirm -- 
the only contestant to win 
more than one challenge 
since the start of the second 
season on March 27, has 
copped her third win with 
a dress designed around the 
red HIV/AIDS awareness 
ribbon.

In Rebecca’s design, the 
ribbon framed a high neck-
line and continued down 
the back of the dress form-
ing a dramatic scoop and 
crossing at the lower back.  
Rebecca said she wanted to 
create a look that would por-
tray strength and courage 
since HIV is “nothing soft or 

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Restless City is still sufficiently 
engaging for devotees of unsani-
tized dramatic fare bordering on 
cinema verite.’ 
 Kam Williams – Page 27

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

STREET STREET 
DANCINGDANCING

By John Marrast
The Sixth Annual Dance Parade 

and Festival will take to the streets 
of New York City on Saturday, May 
19 at 1:00 p.m.  

According to a Dance Parade 
official, the event, which unites 

dancers of all genres throughout 
the city, will start on 21st Street 
and Broadway, move and grove 
south through Union Square, turn 
east on St. Mark’s Place and rock 
‘n’ roll into Tompkins Square Park 
in the East Village for Dance Fest. 

Starting at 3:00 p.m., the Festival 
is a three-hour program of free 
dance performances, workshops, 
lessons and social dancing scat-
tered throughout the park.  Dance 
Parade includes more than 70 styles 

Continued on next page

With more than With more than 
70 dance styles 70 dance styles 
and 10,000 and 10,000 
dancers in NYCdancers in NYC

One of the dance groups of Dance Parade.   Photo by Richard Renda

Stirm leads the 
way on Mission 

Rebecca Stirm’s Winning 
dress back view.  
 Photo by Adrian Creary

Tony Rocco’s exhibit
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TOP 10 
SINGLES

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Blunderbuss
Jack White                                                               

Up All Night
One Direction                                                                                        

The Wanted
The Wanted                                                                                                                  

Love Is A Four Letter Word
Jason Mraz                                                                                                                

El Camino
The Black Keys                                                                                                            

Making Mirrors
Gotye                                                

Club Life: Volume Two
Tiesto                                                                                       

21
Adele                                                                                                                             

Small Town Family Dream
Josh Abbott Band   

Hard 2 Love
Lee Brice                                                                          

We Are Young
Fun. Feat. Janelle Monae

Glad You Came
The Wanted

Somebody That I Used to Know
Gotye Feat. Kimbra

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson

Wild Ones
Flo Rida Feat. Sia

Part of Me
Katy Perry

Starships
Nicki Minaj

Rumor Has It
Adele

Take Care
Drake Feat. Rihanna

The Motto
Drake Feat. Lil Wayne

of dance everything from classical bal-
let to contemporary hip-hop to folk 
dance traditions from Hawaii, Bolivia, 
Britain, India and the Caribbean. 

“Dance Parade is a celebration of 
dance.  For one day only the streets of 
New York are softened with the grace 
of human movement in splendid color 
and sound, expressing joy at every twist 
and turn,” said Greg Miller, executive 
director of Dance Parade Inc.  

“This parade celebrates New York as 
the dance capital of the world, but it 
also educates the audience that dance 
can be fun and easy, and is truly good 
for your health,” added Miller.

Dance Parade, since its inception in 
2007, has seen 30 of the more than 200 
groups participate for all five years; 
dance participation has increased four 
fold, and spectators have increased by 
nearly 50 percent each year, with an 
estimated 65,000 attendees in 2012. 

The list of dance genres to be rep-
resented in the Sixth Annual Dance 
Parade will include traditional, cultur-
al, urban, electronic, and club dance 
styles. Participants and spectators can 
check into the Parade on FourSquare 
as a moving target or post real-item 
videos to Dance Parade’s YouTube 
channel.  Fans can also follow the 
parade on Twitter and Facebook.

About Dance Parade New York
Dance Parade is an entity of Dance 

Parade Inc., which began in 2006 as 
a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization.  
Its charitable mission is to promote 
dance as an expressive and unifying 
art form, while educating the pub-
lic about opportunities to experience 
dance.  Dance Parade celebrates diver-
sity by showcasing all forms of dance 
around the world through sponsorship 
of a yearly, citywide Dance Parade and 
Dance Festival. 

Additional programs include educa-
tion outreach and artistic partnerships 
to aid in increased public awareness, 
and the showcasing of dance on multi-
ple levels.  For more information about 
Dance Parade New York’s programs, 
volunteer and sponsorship opportuni-
ties, or to donate, please visit www.
danceparade.org

pretty to face.”  She found 
the perfect grey jacquard 
fabric with a subtle print 
in the upholstery section at 
Pablo’s, and complimented 
it with a red underskirt that 
balanced the piece.

“I made an effort not 
to over-style and keep the 
emphasis on the neckline 
and HIV ribbon by sticking 
to a simple color palette 
and styling with a pair of 
chunky, studded earrings.”

For guest judge Dr. 
Sharlene Jarrett Ph.D., 
M.Sc., senior director of 
monitoring and evalua-
tion at the National HIV/
STI Program, “Rebecca’s 
chic interpretation allowed 
the red ribbon to be the 
focus without overpower-
ing the design.” She added, 
“The woman who wears the 
winning piece will be mak-
ing a powerful statement 
on behalf of persons living 
with HIV.”

Just as impressed by 
her work were the regular 
judging panel of host and 
executive producer Keneea 
Linton-George, Jamaica 
Observer lifestyle editor 
Novia McDonald-Whyte 
and celebrated menswear 
designer Carlton Brown 
who stressed to the design-
ers that their interpretations 
had to make both a fashion 
and social statement. 

The next best design 
came from Janel Jolly fol-
lowed by fellow Jamaican 
Gregory Williams who 
was last week’s winner.  
Trinidad’s Ryan Chan, who 
consistently ranked in the 
top four until Episode 5 
where he was safe, found 
himself in the bottom three.  
Last week’s runner-up Ryan 
Berkeley (of Guyana) land-
ed in the bottom lot for 
the second time. Jamaican 
Natalie Rochester ranked in 
the lowest scores for a third 
time and this week became 

the latest casualty of the 
show.

In a dramatic turn 
of events, Trinidadian 
Shannon Kwong quit the 
series and asked Kerin 
Scott of Barbados to be her 
replacement. What a lucky 
break for Kerin who was 
eliminated last week!

Tune in to Television 
Jamaica every Tuesday 
at 8:30 p.m. for the new-
est episode from Mission 
Catwalk Season 2, pre-
sented by NCB, Supreme 
Ventures and Digicel. For 
those in Trinidad the series 
airs Tuesdays at 9:30 PM on 
TV6. Thanks to Rebecca’s 
strong showing, the series 
has been picked up by 
Channel 5 of Belize. Viewers 
in that country can tune in 
at 7:30 p.m. each week to 
see how she and the other 
designers fare.  For every-
one else, Mission Catwalk 
streams online at www.tel-
evisionjamaica.com/livetv.
aspx 

About Mission Catwalk
Mission Catwalk is a fash-

ion reality series created by 
Jamaican fashion designer 
Keneea Linton-George 
aimed at discovering and 
developing new talent. The 
Kingston-based show tests 
the creativity and skill of 
each contestant through 
various challenges. On each 
episode, a guest judge joins 
Linton-George (who also 
serves as host and execu-
tive producer), menswear 
designer Carlton Brown and 
Jamaica Observer Lifestyle 
Editor Novia MacDonald-
Whyte to critique the 
designs and eliminate one 
designer. Mission Catwalk is 
directed and edited by Mykal 
Cushnie. Title sponsors are 
Supreme Ventures Limited 
(SVL), National Commercial 
Bank of Jamaica (NCB) 
and Digicel. The show airs 
Tuesdays at 8:30 p.m. on 
Television Jamaica.

Continued from previous page

St. Dancing

towards helping take Rocco’s stu-
dents from Stetson Charter School 
in North Philadelphia to La Florida, 
Colombia this summer.

Tony Rocco, born 1969, is an 
award-winning Latino photogra-
pher best known for his compel-
ling portraits of people from his 
mother’s native Colombia. 

His awards include First Place 
in Colombia’s Feria Nacional 

de Fotografia (2006), as well 
as fellowships from the New 
Courtland Foundation (2011), 
Puffin Foundation (2008), 
National Association of Latino 
Arts and Culture (2005) and the 
Independence Foundation of 
Philadelphia (2004). 

Rocco’s photographs are 

included in the permanent col-
lections of the Woodmere Art 
Museum (Philadelphia), The 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia), and El Centro 
Cultural de Cali (Colombia).

Pergones Theater is located at 
571-575  Walton Ave., between 
East 149th and 150th streets, 
Bronx.

Continued from previous page

Tony Rocco’s exhibit

Stirm leads the pack

Continued from previous page

Designers were tasked to make a social and fashion 
statement.  Photo by Adrian Creary

Salsa dancer and band at 2011 
Dance Parade. Photo by Jon Woodward

Dad.  Photos by Tony RoccoWoman and child under the 
bridge.
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By Kam Williams
When Djbril (Sy Alassane) 

left his native Senegal for 
the U.S., he harbored high 
hopes of making it as a 
musician. But while pur-
suing his version of the 
elusive American Dream, 

the 21-year-old immigrant 
pays the rent by hustling 
bootlegged CDs and other 
assorted contraband on the 
street of lower Manhattan.          

Afterhours, he retreats 
via moped to a rough side 
of Harlem where the strug-
gle for survival only inten-
sifies. Uptown, Djbril’s 
Achilles heel is exposed 
when he takes an interest 
in pretty Trini (Sky Grey), 
the proverbial prostitute 
with a heart of gold.           

The knight in shining 
armor helps the wayward 
woman find a legitimate 
line of work as a hairdresser. 
Unfortunately, losing a pro-
ductive ‘ho doesn’t sit well 

with her pimp, Bekay (Tony 
Okungbowa). Complicating 
matters is the fact that the 
exploitative creep also hap-
pens to be Djibril’s boss, 
which means it’s merely a 
matter of time before the 
situation triangulates into 
an ugly confrontation over 
the fetching femme fatale.            

That, in a nutshell is the 
perilous plotline of “Restless 
City,” a super-realistic, slice-
of-life saga marking the 
directorial debut of Andrew 
Dosunmu. The Nigeria-born 
filmmaker is already well-
known for his award-win-
ning music video work with 
such icons as Common, 
Wyclef Jean, Maxwell, Tracy 

Chapman, Aaron Neville 
and the late Isaac Hayes.    
Here, he makes a promising 
foray into full-length fea-
tures via a visually-captivat-
ing adventure which offers 
a penetrating peek inside 
a vibrant community com-
prised primarily of African 
expatriates. Though sabo-
taged at times by mood-set-
ting pauses and some stilted 
dialogue, “Restless City” is 
still sufficiently engaging 
to remain recommended 
for devotees of unsanitized 
dramatic fare bordering on 
cinema verite.            

Forget pimps, it’s appar-
ently just as hard out there 
for a street peddler.  

“Restless City”
Very Good (2.5 stars)
Rated R for drug use 
and brief sexuality.
In English, French, 
Wolof and Yoruba with 
subtitles.
Running time: 80 
minutes
Distributor: AFFRM        

A Bag of Hammers 
(Unrated) Redemption com-
edy about a couple of con 
men (Jason Ritter and Jake 
Sandvig) forced to mature 
after adopting the orphaned, 
12-year-old son (Chandler 
Canterbury) of a next-door 
neighbor (Carrie Preston) 
who has just committed 
suicide. With Rebecca Hall, 
Amanda Sefried, Gabriel 
Macht and Sally Kirkland. 

Girl in Progress (PG-13 
for sexuality, crude humor, 
mature themes and under-
age drinking) Coming-of-age 
dramedy about a precocious 
adolescent (Cierra Ramirez) 
who begins experiencing 
pangs of sexual awakening 
after her single-mom (Eva 
Medes) starts dating a very 
married doctor (Matthew 
Modine). Cast includes Raini 
Rodriguez, Patricia Arquette 
and Landon Liboiron. 

God Bless America (R 
for profanity, sexuality and 
graphic violence) Vigilante 
comedy about a distraught, 
brain cancer patient (Joel 
Murray) who goes on a kill-
ing spree with the help of a 
16-year-old sidekick (Tara 
Lynne Barr) in order to rid 
the country of reality-TV 
stars and other annoying 
people. With Mackenzie 
Brooke Smith, Melinda 
Page Hamilton and Rich 
McDonald.  

Hick (R for violence, 
drug use, profanity and 
underage drinking) Screen 
adaptation of the Derick 
Martini best-seller of the 

same name about a pistol-
packing 13-year-old (Chloe 
Moretz) who runs away 
from Nebraska to Las Vegas 
to escape her alcoholic par-
ents (Juliette Lewis and 
Anson Mount). Support cast 
includes Alec Baldwin, Rory 
Culkin, Blake Lively and 
Eddie Redmayne. 

I Wish (PG for smoking, 
and mild epithets) Surreal 
road adventure about insep-
arable siblings (Koki and 
Ohshiro Maeda) who dream-
up a magical way of reunit-
ing in the wake of their 
parents’ (Nene Ohtsuka and 
Jo Odagiri) divorce which 
left them living far apart 
from each other. With Isao 
Hashizume, Kirin Kiki and 
Cara Uchida. (In Japanese 
with subtitles) 

Nesting (PG-13 profan-
ity, sexual references and 
drug use) Romantic com-
edy about a jaded married 
couple’s (Ali Hillis and Todd 
Grinnell) attempt to rekin-
dle their romance by tak-
ing up residence as squat-
ters in the same apartment 
they shared years before as 
carefree, young bohemians. 
With Kevin Linehan, Erin 
Gray and Alexi Wasser. 

Nobody Else but You 
(Unrated) Quirky murder 
mystery about a Parisian 

crime novelist suffering 
from writer’s block (Jean-
Paul Rouve) who decides 
to investigate the alleged 
suicide of an attractive, 
aspiring actress (Sophie 
Quinton). Cast includes 
Guillaume Gouix, Olivier 
Rabourdin and Clara Ponsot. 
(In French with subtitles) 

Patience (Unrated) 
Genre-defying biopic about 
W.G. Sebald (1944-2001), 
the iconoclastic German 
novelist known for his 
introspective writings rec-
onciling his conscience 
with his country’s role in 
the Holocaust.   

Portrait of Wally 
(Unrated) Courtroom doc-
umentary chronicling the 
1997 legal case pitting the 
Museum of Modern Art 
against the rightful heirs 
of a priceless Egon Schiele 
painting looted by the Nazis 
in Vienna during World War 
II.  

The Road (R for terror, 
violence and disturbing 
images) Haunted highway 
horror flick about a dec-
ade-old, unsolved murder 
case reopened after three 
teens (Barbie Forteza, 
Derick Monasterio and 
Lexi Fernandez) go miss-
ing along the same stretch 
of an abandoned boulevard. 

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

With TJ Trinidad, Rhian 
Ramos and Alden Richards. 
(In Filipino, Tagalog and 
English with subtitles) 

Small, Beautifully Moving 
Parts (Unrated) Baby-maybe 
comedy about a pregnant 
woman (Anna Margaret 
Hollyman) who is ambiva-
lent about becoming a par-
ent despite her boyfriend’s 

(Andre Holland) unbridled 
enthusiasm. With Sarah 
Rafferty, Mary Beth Peil and 
Richard Hoag.   

Tonight You’re Mine (R 
for profanity and sexuality) 
Battle of the bands com-
edy about the argumenta-
tive lead singers (Luke 
Treadaway and Natalia 
Tena) of competing rock 

groups who find themselves 
forced to settle their dif-
ferences after being hand-
cuffed to each other by a 
preacher (Joseph Mydell) 
the day before they’re both 
supposed to perform at a 
music festival. Support cast 
includes Mathew Baynton, 
Alastair Mackenzie and 
Gavin Mitchell.      

STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 18
 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HASBRO A BLUEGRASS FILMS/FILM 44 PRODUCTION A PETER BERG FILMUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS “BATTLESHIP” TAYLOR KITSCH ALEXANDER SKARSGARD° RIHANNA BROOKLYN DECKER TADANOBU ASANO
STEVE JABLONSKYMUSIC

BYAND LIAM NEESON BRADEN AFTERGOODJONATHAN MONEEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS PETER BERGPRODUCED

BY BRIAN GOLDNER SCOTT STUBER SARAH AUBREY DUNCAN HENDERSON BENNETT SCHNEIR
BASED

ON HASBRO’S “BATTLESHIP” JON HOEBER & ERICH HOEBERWRITTEN
BY

VISUAL EFFECTS AND ANIMATION BY INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC

DIRECTED
BY PETER BERG

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC AND VARÈSE SARABANDE
A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2011 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
“BATTLESHIP”™ AND © HASBRO

Harlem provides backdrop for gritty survival saga

A scene from “Restless City.” Courtesy of AFFRM
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8 SUN KULCHA

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Saturday, May 12

Mother’s Day Concert

Join us for an evening of old school 
Salsa and Soul concert and dance featur-
ing Black Ivory, The Intruders and Zon 
del Barrio with MC Bob Love of WBLS 
107.5 FM at The Louis Armstrong Center, 
33-16 108 St., Corona, Queens. Doors open 
7:30 p.m. Showtime 8:00 p.m. For infor-
mation and tickets, call (718) 651-0096 
ext. 217 or (718) 565-2170. Parking avail-
able. Contributions are tax deductible and 
benefit Elmcor’s After School and Youth 
Programs.

Mother’s Day

Bronx Botanical celebrates Mother’s 
Day with a Bronx Arts Ensemble Family 
Concert, an interactive performance of 
Beauty and the Beast as well as a Garden 
Party featuring lawn games, kite flying and 
hands-on activities for kids, 12 noon - 5:00 
p.m. Bring your picnic basket and enjoy 
the grounds of the New York Botanical 
Garden, 2900 South Southern Blvd., 
Bronx. Get tickets and more information 
on all Mother’s Day weekend activities at 
www.nybg.org.

Jazz 

The Apollo Theater, 253 West 125 St., 
Harlem, presents a spectacular, modern-
day jazz variety show featuring Wycliffe 
Gordon’s Jazz A La Carte with Savion 
Glover, Maurice Hines, the Juilliard Jazz 
Orchestra and the Apollo Hot Steppers 
jazz dance troupe, 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased in person at the 
Box Office, by phone at Ticketmaster, (800) 
745-3000 or online at Ticketmaster.com. 
For information, call (212) 531-5300.

Musical Theater

FSF Community Theatre Group presents 
“Gypsy” on Saturdays, May 12 and 19 at 
8:00 p.m., with a Mother’s Day special 
on Sunday, May 13 at 3:00 p.m. at the 
Free Synagogue of Flushing, 41-60 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing, Queens. All seats reserved. 
For information and tickets, call (718) 
229-8547.

Solo Play

The Riverside Theatre presents Daniel 
Beaty in his latest solo play, “Mr. Joy” 
featuring audiences’ favorite characters 
as well as many new characters, play-
ing now thru June 2, at The Riverside 
Theatre, 91 Claremont Ave, between 120 
and 122 streets, Morningside Heights. For 
information on performance dates, times 
and tickets, visit www.theriversidethea-
tre.org or call (212) 870-6784 or visit the 
Teater Box Office, Thursday-Saturday, 
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. or Sunday, noon-
4:00 p.m.  

Park, Highland Ave. and 164 St., Jamaica 
Estates, Queens, featuring “Puss in Boots,” 
7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Arts and crafts and 
free popcorn. Bring a chair or blanket. For 
information, call (718) 520-5919.

Haitian Flag Ceremony

Caribbean Images TV and FCVM present 
its 2nd Annual Haitian Flag Ceremony 
featuring health fair, job fair and business 
seminar with community and political lead-
ers and live performance by Haitian dancers 
with music by DJ Max, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m., at the Flatbush Caton Vendors Market 
Mall, corner Flatbush and Caton, Brooklyn.  
Free.  For information visit event website at 
www.caribbeanimagestv.com.

Saturday, May 19

Artists Studio Tour

The 2012 Flatbush Artists Studio Tour 
will take place on Saturday and Sunday, 
May 19 and 20, noon to 6:00 p.m. in 
Ditmas Park, and will feature artists wel-
coming visitors into their homes and stu-
dios showcasing their works ranging from 
acrylic and oil paintings, carved sculp-
ture, drawings, mixed media, collages, and 
more. Victorian Flatbush is located a few 
blocks south of Prospect Park. For infor-
mation, visit www.flatbushartists.org.

Thursday, May 24

Free Training

The New York State Office of Mental 
Health is offering a free training ses-
sion on SSI and SSDI Benefits - Myths, 
Tips, Tricks and How to Make It Work, 
Thursday and Friday, 5/24 & 5/25, 8:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (lunch on your own each 
day), at Kings County Hospital Center, 
451 Clarkson Ave., T-Bldg. Auditorium, 
between New York Ave. and East 34th 
St., Brooklyn. Registration required; space 
limited. Register before 5/18 via email to 
ssinfo@omh.ny.gov

ONGOING

Exhibition

CCCADI and MoCADA present “Haunted,” 
an exhibition in response to the murder 
of Trayvon Martin and the historic stere-
otyping and criminalization of Black men, 
Tuesdays thru Fridays, 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 
p.m., on view thru May 18, at the Caribbean 
Cultural Center African Diaspora Institute, 
408 West 58 St., Manhattan. For informa-
tion, call (212) 307-7420.

Arts and Culture Fest

The Creative Side presents an arts and 
culture festival featuring artists, craft-
ers, designers and vendors with fashion 
items, jewelry, paintings, sculpture, home 
decor, ceramics, photography and crafts, 
Saturdays thru Oct. 20, 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 
p.m. at Parkside Plaza, intersection of 
Ocean and Parkside avenues, Brooklyn. 
For information, visit www.artsculturefest.
com or call (347) 224-4295.

Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

Waterfront Museum

The Waterfront Museum and Showboat 
Barge, present “Pirate School!,” a swash-
buckling one-man family vaudeville show 
where children learn how to be good 
pirates with lessons on how to stand, talk, 
sing and laugh like buccaneers where can-
nons boom, skulls talk, and pets run amok, 
1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. at the Waterfront 
Museum at Hudson River Park Pier 25, 
Manhattan. For information and tickets, 
call (877) 238-5596.

Mother’s Day Weekend

Jammins Entertainment and Shell 
Cartel welcomes Jamaican reggae sing-
er Luciano (aka The Messenger) back to 
N.Y. for two big shows on Mother’s Day 
Weekend on Saturday, May 12 at Pulse 
48 (formerly CPAC), 1020 East 48 St., 
corner of Farragut Rd., Brooklyn. Doors 
open 10:00 p.m.; Showtime 12:30 a.m. and 
Sunday, May 13, at Garage Night Club, 
2250 Tillotson Ave., Bronx. Doors open 
7:00 p.m. For tickets and information, call 
(718) 282-8041, (646) 434-5390 and (646) 
533-9300.

Monday, May 14

Home Ownership

Chhaya CDC and Queens Library 
present a free workshop on the Basics 
of Homeownership featuring myths and 
truths about homeownership, understand-
ing equity, resources and more, 5:30 p.m. - 
7:30 p.m. at Queens Library, Astoria, 14-01 
Astoria Blvd., LIC, N.Y. RSVP to info@
chhayacdc.org.

Folktales

The Queens Library, New Americans 
Program presents An Afternoon of Haitian 
Folktales for Boys and Girls, 4:00 p.m. at 

Queens Village, 94-11 217 Street, Queens. 
Admission free. For information, call (718) 
990-0891 for English or (718) 990-0892 
for French.

Jazz

Jazzy Mondays presents Miles Griffith 
and his band along with the Taurean birth-
day party at For My Sweet, 1103 Fulton St. 
at Claver Place, Brooklyn. For informa-
tion, show time and to RSVP, call (718) 
857-1427 or (917) 757-0170.

Tuesday, May 15

Adoption

Forever Families Through Adoption, 
Inc. presents Adoption: Everything You 
Need to Know featuring information on 
the adoption process, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
at the Greenburgh Town Hall, 177 Hillside 
Ave., Greenburgh, N.Y. Free-No registra-
tion necessary. For questions and informa-
tion, call Vanessa at (914) 939-1180.

Thursday, May 17

Dance Party

Celebrate Brooklyn! presents the 2012 
Brooklyn Bridge free Brazilian Dance Party 
with Nation Beat, Maracatu New York with 
DJ Greg Caz fusing Brazilian and Gulf Coast 
musical traditions with a hip-shaking dance 
lesson from Cumbe: Center for African and 
Diaspora Dance kicking off the party, 7:00 
p.m., Under the Brooklyn Bridge, Pier 1, 2 
Old Fulton St., Brooklyn.

Friday, May 18

Movies in the Park

The City of N.Y. Parks and Recreation 
and Council Member James Gennaro 
present Movies in the Park at Captain Tilly 

Food Stamp Outreach
Find out if you are eligible to receive Food 

Stamp benefits! A representative from the NYC 
Human Resources Administration will be avail-
able to assist you with eligibility pre-screening 
& to answer any questions every Tues. & Wed., 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 
12, 4101 White Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. 
For more information, call (718) 881-4455.

Computer 
Training
Mount Carmel Worship 
& Outreach Center is 
holding adult and chil-
dren computer training 
programs, 10:30 a.m. 
- 12:30 p.m. or 1:00 
p.m. - 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Call (917) 609-0909 for registration.

Tai Chi
Stop. Breath. Relax. Join Tai Chi Easy, a 

wellness practice combining Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation & Chinese healing, taught by 
Daniel Weicher, certified teacher in Integral 
Qigong & Tai Chi, every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
- 11:00 a.m. at the Moore Street Market, 
110 Moore St., entrance on Humbolt St., 
Brooklyn. Donations are appreciated. Call 
(914) 673-6016 for information.
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York

Because of ticket quotas, New York City police officers are being subjected to undue
pressure to write summonses to as many motorists as possible. And for some reason,
once the case gets to traffic court, they are being subjected to undue pressure to convict
as many motorists as possible. In the first instance, the pressure comes in the form of lousy
assignments, denial of transfer requests, unwanted transfers and other penalties. And in traffic
court, where Internal Affairs supervisors are assigned for the sole purpose of punishing officers,
the pressure comes from the risk of losing three vacation days — worth more than $900 — if
the motorist is found not guilty. With all these pressures, the cop loses, the public loses and
the traffic court justice system loses. The only winner may be the cityʼs treasury, which collects
either from the cop or the motorist.
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 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS
‘Many cricketers from Trinidad and Tobago have been 
successful and have made their way into the West 
Indies team or drafted into the famous IPL in India for 
Twenty20 cricket.’ 
 - Eyes on Cricket, Page 33

By Azad Ali
West Indies middle-order batsman 

Shivnarine Chanderpaul has regained 
his No. 1 ranking for Test batsmen 
after being the leading run-scorer in the 
recently concluded home series against 
Australia with 346 runs at an average of 
86.50. 

Australia after winning the series 2-0, 
moved up to No. 3 in the ICC Test rank-
ings, replacing India.

Chanderapul reached the top after his 
twin-half centuries in the final Test in 
Dominica, moving ahead of the South 
African duo Jacques Kallis and AB de 
Villiers. He also passed the 10,000-run 
mark in the series.

The Guyanese left-hander last attained 
the No. 1 ranking in July 2008 and held 
it for seven months. He briefly dropped 
to No. 2 in February 2009, but returned 
to the top spot three Tests later, after the 
fifth Test against England in Trinidad. 

By Patrick Horne
The New York Red 

Bulls scored a morale-
boosting victory Saturday 
night when it defeated 
the high-powered offen-
sive team and defending 
champion Los Angeles 
Galaxy, 1-0, at the Home 
Depot Center in Carson, 
California. 

The depleted Red Bulls 
(5-3-1) with five starters 
missing because of injuries, including league-
leading scorer Thierry Henry, went to Los 
Angeles (3-5-1) as underdogs and came out 
top dogs when Joel Lindpere’s goal in the 
19th minute stood.

The same squad had ground out a similar 
victory the previous Saturday at Red Bull 
Arena when it held off an aggressive New 
England Revolution team to finish with the 
same score line. The Galaxy matchup was 
a more difficult game. New York played a 
very defensive formation, with one forward 
in Kenny Cooper, but Lindpere made runs 
forward from his midfield position to support 

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

READY READY 
FORFOR

MORE MORE 
WINSWINS

By Robert Elkin
Rajiv Maragh is looking forward for 

a very successful 2012 thoroughbred 
racing season as a jockey at the three 
New York Racing Association tracks — 
Aqueduct, Belmont and Saratoga.

Last year aboard 1138 mounts, 

Maragh posted 139 victories, 138 sec-
ond place finishes, and 148 third place 
finishes. His biggest victory came 
aboard Caleb’s Posse in the Breeders’ 
Cup dirt mile. It thus marked his first 
ever Breeders’ Cup triumph.

“This Breeders’ Cup Mile was unbe-

lievable,” he recently said. “It was a great 
feeling and very satisfying to win.” 

Unlike some  past  years, a casino 
was added to the grounds at Aqueduct 
Race Track in Ozone Park in order for 
its season to continue to be successful. 

Continued on next page

Jamaican jockey Jamaican jockey 
Rajiv Maragh Rajiv Maragh 

aims highaims high

Jockey Rajiv Maragh reacts after riding Caleb’s Posse to victory in the Dirt Mile race at the Breeders’ Cup horse 
races at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Ky.   AP Photo/Ed Reinke

N.Y. Red Bulls’ 
uplifting victory

Joel Lindpere.
AP Photo/Julio Cortez

Chanderpaul 
regains top ranking
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In the process, the New 
York Racing Association 
tried  to bring in more 
spectators into the track 
when Aqueduct is in ses-
sion. However, the meeting 
is at Belmont Park at this 
time of the year. 

“It’s great to repeat 
and come to work when 
the purses are so big and 
there’s so much money out 
there,” Maragh said. “The 
casino plays a big impact 
on racing (at Aqueduct). 
I’m excited about that.”

Originally, Maragh 
comes from Kingston, 
Jamaica, West Indies, 
where his father Collin was 
a jockey, himself, but the 
latter now trains in Florida. 
Rajiv is riding for eight 
years, including about four 
in New York. Last year 
he earned $9,390,656. He 
came to America in 1998 
and started riding in 2003.

Rajiv rode Alpha in the 
first leg of the triple-crown 
for three-year old horses 
at the Kentucky Derby last 
Saturday. He was not in 
contention and finished 
12th in a 20-horse field. 
The second leg is the 
Preakness and the third 
and last leg is the Test of 
Champions at a mile and a 
half, the Belmont Stakes in 
early June.

He would love to finish 
first in one of these races.

During the winter he fin-
ished as the fourth leading 
rider at Gulfstream Park.

“I had a solid meet over 
there,” he said. “I won 
some races, enjoyed myself 

in Florida, got a nice tan 
and I’m ready for the sum-
mer.”   

Presently all the action is 
at Belmont Park, in Elmont, 
Long Island. “Belmont is 
one of my favorite tracks 
to ride,” the 26-year-old 
jockey added, after a recent 
race. “I’m hoping to get off 
to a fast start and build on 
that… And I’ll try to move 
forward. My favorite track is 
anywhere I win a race. I love 
Belmont, I love Gulfstream 
and love Saratoga — my top 
three. Going to Saratoga is 
a chance to make a big 
name for yourself. It has a 
cream of the crop racing 
with great competition and 
a lot of fun.”

Competition for Maragh 
is stiff with many new 
jockeys around at Belmont 

Park now riding full time. 
There are Rosie Naprovnik, 
Julien Leparoux, and 
Junior Alvarado. Some 
returnees include Ramon 
Dominquez, Edgar Prado 
and John Velazquez.

“I just have to try hard,” 
Maragh went on. “I’ll have 
to do my best and hope-
fully, I’ll get lucky. I’m just 
glad to be riding at this 
level with the best in the 
business. And I’m living off 
my childhood dream.”

Maragh said that his goal 
is to win every race that he 
is entering this year.

He knows that it is an 
impossible goal but that is 
what he tries for.

When he is not riding, 
Maragh tries to spend time 
with his family, go fishing, 
play videos and relax.

In May 2009, he lost 
his spot to Pakistan 
batsman Younis Khan. 
Chanderpaul’s ranking 
slipped to as low as No. 
15 before he made his 
way back to the top.

He was voted Man-
of-the-Series in the just 
concluded Aussie series.

Meanwhile, West 
Indies fast bowler Kemar 
Roach has jumped to a 
career-best 18th spot in 
the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) rankings, 
following his 10-wicket 
match haul in the recent-
ly concluded second 
Test against Australia at 
the Queen’s Park Oval, 

Trinidad.
The right-arm bowler 

claimed 10 wickets for 
146 to keep the Windies 
in contention throughout 
the contest at Queen’s 
Park Oval, before the 
game petered out into a 
disappointing draw after 
rain intervened on the 
final day.

Roach was one of the 
biggest moves in the lat-
est Test player rankings, 
jumping l6 places.

He is now the high-
est ranked West Indies 
bowler, with Captain 
Darren Sammy unmoved 
at 22nd and fast bowler 
Fidel Edwards dropping 
one spot to 27th.

Part-time off-spinner 
Narsingh Deonarine has 
raised 12 places to 57th 
after his five-wicket haul 
in the first Test and fig-
ures of 2 for 32 in the first 
inning of the second Test.

He is now only behind 
South African’s AB de 
Villiers and Jacques 
Kallis who are first and 
second respectively.

Stylish left-hander 
Darren Bravo has broken 
into the top 20 for the 
first time in his career 
after he eased two places 
in the 19th position.

Sammy is now 11th in 
the overall all-rounders 
rankings after moving up 
two places.

Continued from previous page

Continued from previous page

Rajiv

Cooper, and it was one of 
those early runs that led to 
the goal from an assist by 
Jan Gunnar Solli.

The defending champion 
was in desperate need of a 
win, coming off a mid-week 
loss at Western Conference 
foe Seattle Sounders. The 
Galaxy of stars, which 
included England inter-
national David Beckham, 
Irish international Robbie 
Keane and U.S. internation-
als Landon Donovan and 
Edson Buddle, along with 

highly-rated Brazilian mid-
fielder Juninho – were keen 
on redeeming themselves, 
but the Red Bulls make-
shift backline - led by rook-
ie goalkeeper Ryan Meara 
and included Connor Lade, 
Tyler Ruthven, Markus 
Holgersson and Brandon 
Barklage - stymied Los 
Angeles’ offense. Except 
for Holgersson, none of the 
other defenders have start-
ed more than three games 
in MLS. 

The game was watched by 
Stuart Pierce, who is con-
sidering Beckham for the 
European Championships 
in June and the Olympics 

in July. Pierce, the interim 
England coach, will make 
way for Roy Hodgeson 
for the Europeans 
Championship but will 
coach the British Olympic 
soccer squad.

The win did much for 
the confidence of the young 
players, who know now that 
they can play with the best 
in MLS after defeating the 
MLS champion; the situa-
tion should create competi-
tion on the team, which is 
good for head coach Hans 
Backe, who must be cred-
ited for inspiring his young 
charges to their second 
straight shutout. 

Chelsea Wins FA Cup

The Cinderella sea-
son for Chelsea FC of the 
English Premier league 
continued last Saturday 
when the London club 
defeated Liverpool FC to 
win the English FA Cup 
(Football Association Cup), 
2-1, at London’s Wembley 
Stadium.  Ramires and 
Didier Drogba each scored 
a goal in each half for the 
winners and second half 
substitute Andy Carroll tal-
lied for Liverpool.

Chelsea was in disar-
ray for most of the early 
part of the season when 

young Portuguese coach 
Andre Vilas-Boas was in 
charge. The Portuguese 
had replaced Italian coach 
Mario Ancelotti at the start 
of the English Premiership 
season last August, but 
never earned the players’ 
respect needed to be suc-
cessful. He was relieved of 
his duties early in the year 
and former Chelsea player 
and assistant coach Roberto 
Di Mateo took over the lead-
ership of the club and the 
Cinderella ending to the 
season began.  

Chelsea can add to their 
FA Cup win by beating 
hosts Bayern Munich in 

the European Champions 
League final in Germany 
on Saturday, May 19. 
Meanwhile, Manchester City 
beat Newcastle United, 2-0, 
in the penultimate game of 
the English Premier League 
on goals by midfielder Yaya 
Toure to come close to win-
ning its first English Premier 
League title with one game 
to play. Manchester City and 
rival Manchester United are 
in first and second place 
respectively in the league, 
but City is ahead on goal dif-
ference and only has to win 
its final game on Sunday to 
win it first title in over 40 
years.   

Continued from previous page

Red Bulls

Chanderpaul tops ICC
Jockey Rajiv Maragh rides Mucho Macho Man while 
exercising on the Churchill Downs track in Louisville, 
Ky., last year. AP Photo/Ed Reinke

Shivnarine Chanderpaul.  AP Photo/Andres Leighton
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Over the past 10 years, 
the cricket authority in 
Trinidad and Tobago has 
implemented a stringent 
plan for its cricketers and 
their development. The 
many leagues and different 
teams compete at a high 
standard. 

Many cricketers from 
Trinidad and Tobago have 
been successful and have 
made their way into the 
West Indies team or draft-
ed into the famous IPL in 
India for Twenty20 cricket. 

These cricketers include 
Adrian Barath, Denesh 
Ramdin, Sunil Narine, 
Darren Bravo, Ravi 
Rampaul, Lendl Simmons 
and Kevin Cooper. Recently, 
Shannon Gabriel has joined 
his counterparts having 
been chosen to participate 
in the West Indies tour to 
England later this year. 

At the moment, Trinidad 
and Tobago has the most 
players on the West Indies 
team for Tests, One-Day 
International and Twenty20. 
A series of competitive 
cricket is being played in 

Trinidad and Tobago allow-
ing young players to devel-
op their cricket skills.

Selectors on Tour Must 
Implement The Proper 
Strategy

Shannon Gabriel, the 
Trinidad and Toabgo pacer 
has performed remarkably 
well in this year’s Regional 
Four-Day Tournament and 
the selectors have seen the 
highly talented skills of the 
young fast bowler. 

Windies selectors have 
erred too many times by 
overlooking players who 
should be chosen to be on 
the team. 

Kemar Roach was side-
lined against India in the 
Caribbean and at that 
time he was the team’s 
best bowler. It makes no 
sense for the team’s best 

bowlers to be left out of 
the team. Having the best 
players around and not 
playing them is counter-
productive. The emphasis 
must not be on any one 
bowler but a group of bowl-
ers put together for a par-
ticular purpose. A balanced 
bowling attack is essential. 
The collective participation 
of all bowlers in picking 
up wickets is vital to the 
team’s success.  

As it stands, three spe-
cialist pacers and a spinner 
should be in place for any 
Test match for the West 
Indies. Ravi Rampaul, Fidel 
Edwards, Kemar Roach 
and Sunil Narine are the 
four specialist bowlers that 
must be in the team for the 
Test matches if available. 
The fittest and best players 
must be selected to repre-
sent the West Indies. 

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

Trinidad and Tobago cricket at the helm

 AP Photo/Tom Hevezi

West Indies’ Lendl 
Simmons scores 
runs off a ball from 
South Africa’s Albie 
Morkel during their 
Twenty20 World 
Cup cricket match 
at the Oval cricket 
ground, London.
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Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, 
business, viewpoints, and more.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

The Best of Caribbean Life…

is just a click away.

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

Brooklyn/Staten Island Edition

email: caribbeanlife@cnglocal.com

FREE

Check out our new website at www.caribbeanlifenews.com
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By Donna Lamb & Kenton Kirby

The announcement Monday 

that key legislative leaders, under 

threat of a government shutdown, 

had agreed to  go along with Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo’s do-or-die budget 

proposal, does not go over well with 

thousands of city and state employ-

ees who turned out Thursday, 

March 24, to make their voices 

heard.
“I’m fit to be tied,”  John Quesnoe, 

a Brooklyn  barber,” complained to 

a Caribbean Life reporter. “Why 

should we have to bear the burden, 

while the rich get off scotch free.” 

Qesnoe was among the several 

thousand union members, students 

and community activists, mem-

bers of District Council 37 -- the 

largest labor union in New York 

City, rallied outside City Hall and 

marched through the financial dis-

trict with a clear message: “Stop 

threatened budget cuts that would 

cause schools to close, tuition to 

rise, severely cut social services 

and force thousands more layoffs of 

municipal workers.”

Their anger was with the rich, 

who they insisted must pay their 

fair share of city and state taxes, so 

that the rest of society is not forced 

to carry a disproportionate amount 

of the New York financial burden. 

Days before a compromise was 

reached between  Senate  leader  

By David Mcfadden

KINGSTON, Jamaica 

(AP) — Jamaican Prime 

Minister Bruce Golding 

said Thursday that U.S. 

Embassy officials displayed 

a “belligerent attitude” 

toward his government 

after Washington sought 

the extradition of a reputed 

crime boss with ties to his 

political party.

Golding said the U.S. 

Embassy’s charge d’affaires 

pressured his justice 

minister to quickly hand 

over alleged drug kingpin 

Christoper “Dudus” Coke 

during at least two phone 

calls within days of his 

government receiving the 

August 2009 extradition 
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Unions fight back against 

state, city budget cuts
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of Wall Street 
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LAMINATES

Any Room

$699

FREE 
SHOP

AT
HOME 1-800-RUGS-R-US

CARPET – 3 Rooms
FREE PADDING!  FREE INSTALLATION!

(up to 108 sq ft)

$299
www.1800RugsRUs.net

(up to 288 sq ft)
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By Ben Fox and Trenton Daniel
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Former Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand “Titid” Aristide returned 
home from seven years in exile to a 
celebrity welcome Friday, mobbed 
by close allies and journalists out-
side his private plane before being 
hustled into an airport VIP lounge 
as crowds of supporters rallied in 
the streets outside the terminal.

Aristide waved and blew a kiss 

to the small crowd at the runway, 
then began to deliver a speech 
in which he thanked his chant-
ing, jubilant supporters. His wife, 
Mildred, wept.“This man is our father, with-

out him we haven’t lived,” said 
31-year-old Sainvil Petit-Frere, 
one of about 3,000 cheering and 
chanting supporters in a quickly 
growing crowd. “This is the doctor 

By Nelson A. KingThe United Nations said on Mar. 17 that 33 countries will participate this week in the Caribbean region’s first full-scale tsunami warning exercise as part of its efforts to test and strengthen the region’s defenses against such disasters. The U.N. said the exercise, dubbed “Caribe Wave 11,” aims to test the early warn-ing system for tsunamis and other coastal hazards set up in the region in 2005 by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), established under the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The exercise will be based on a fictional earth-quake measuring 7.6 on the 

TITID’S 
BACKAristide returns to Haiti

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Full-scale 
tsunami 
drills

Haiti’s former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide gestures to supporters 

from the plane as his wife Mildred stands behind him as they arrive to 

the airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday March 18, 2011. 

 

AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini
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By Nelson A. King 
The United States has approved 

eight more airports for charter 
flights to and from Cuba, permit-
ting more people to travel to the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean coun-
try.

Obama administration officials 
said the airports include Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield-Jackson, the world’s 
busiest, and Chicago’s O’Hare 
International Airport. 

The other airports approved 
include those in Baltimore, 

Dallas/Fort Worth, New Orleans, 
Pittsburgh, Tampa and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Prior to the March 9 decision, 
flights to Cuba were only allowed 
from Los Angeles, Miami, and New 
York. 

The expanded flights are in 
keeping with Obama’s decision, 
announced earlier this year, to 
further reach out to the Cuban 
people. 

“As Hartsfield-Jackson is the 

By Bert Wilkinson 
For the second time this 

month, Caribbean govern-
ments have been forced to 
go into emergency mode 
to check on the well-being 
of, or arrange for the hasty 
departure of citizens from 
far-away countries plagued 
by civil unrest or natural 
disaster, with the latest 
relating to the plight of 
nationals living in Japan, as 
the country reels from last 
week’s devastating earth-
quake, tsunami and fears of 
a nuclear meltdown. 

A month ago, diplomats 
at foreign ministries across 
the region were working 
feverishly to make contact 
with and arrange flights 
for Caribbean citizens who 
wanted to abandon mostly 
Islamic study stints, tour-
ism and petroleum indus-
try jobs as civil unrest 
boiled in Egypt and later in 
neighboring Libya.

Hours after the 8.9 
magnitude quake struck 
Japan, calls were placed by 
Caribbean governments to 
Tokyo and other Japanese 
cities where nationals from 
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U.S. creates easier 
access to Havana
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All O’ That Is Mas!
Trinidad and Tobago celebrated one of the best carnivals in 
recent memory, culminating on March 15 with the grand Mardi 
Gras competition at Queens Park Savannah in Port of Spain. 
This  Yuma masquerader, was a delight to onlookers as she 
waded across the stage.  See Page 27.  Photo by Coral King

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 

entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more 

 Updated every weekday!

Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classifi ed Section

ACROSS

1. Puppy cries
6. Highest degree
9. Cyrano’s prominent feature
13. School in France
14. “___” Jordan
15. “Don’t _____ words!”
16. With arms
17. League of its own
18. Like the suspects in “Casablanca”
19. *She went to the cupboard
21. *”Arrangement in Grey and Black: the 
______’s Mother”
23. Estimated arrival
24. Drop-down menu option
25. ENT’s fi rst concern?
28. Larger-than-life
30. *Kate Hudson’s mom
35. *Son of Hera
37. Fe
39. *Mothers tend to their children’s ____
40. Capital of Latvia
41. 1/100 of a rial
43. Nadas
44. The Romanovs, e.g.
46. “____ Like it Hot”
47. On a cruise
48. Mylar fi lling
50. Cheesy sandwich

52. Give it a shot
53. Snoopy
55. Positive or negative particle
57. “Smokey and the ______”
60. *Aka Nadya Suleman
64. Mythological princess of Colchis
65. Once around
67. “What A Feeling” singer Cara
68. Muscle control problem
69. 2nd or 3rd in New York City
70. Nephew’s sister
71. Contribution
72. p in mph
73. Type of community

DOWN

1. Uh-huh
2. Shade of beige
3. Bausch’s partner
4. Military trainee
5. Tranquilize
6. Type of vacation
7. T-cell killer
8. Nymph of the woods
9. Inconclusive
10. Burden
11. Do like Ella Fitzgerald
12. Unagi
15. Sheep meat

20. R in REM

22. Fix a game

24. “It’s the _______, stupid”

25. *Mother _____

26. Get up

27. *Like the Queen Mother

29. Eye color

31. Horne or Olin

32. Freethinker

33. A do-nothing

34. Test form

36. Indira Gandhi’s dress

38. Given identity

42. An antiquity

45. *Mothering ______, Mother’s Day to a Brit

49. “C’est ___?”

51. Lugging

54. Razor sharpener

56. Water wheel

57. Testing stage of software

58. Sixth month of civil year

59. Cashier’s call

60. Last word on radio

61. Swim or track contest

62. Fairytale start

63. Fitting reward

64. It comes with a key

66. *Biblical mother
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 84 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 5/14/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

1999919999199 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7931-28K mi.
20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$34,981

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8198-114K mi.

*

2003 MAZDA

TRIBUTE 4X4
$3,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U8071-116K mi.

*

1999 CHEVROLET

CAVALIER

$11,981
Auto, Leather, P/Sunroof, Alloys, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8088-43K mi.

*

2007 VW

PASSAT 2.0T
$9,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U7959-75K mi.

*

2004 NISSAN

MAXIMA

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8193-48K mi.

*

2005 CHEVROLET

MONTE CARLO

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Black, STK#U8122-20K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2012 
GMC YUKON

$11,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8117-93K mi.

*

2005 GMC

YUKON XL 4X4

*
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