
By Bert Wilkinson
 The 15-member 

Caribbean trade bloc 
Wednesday said it had asked 
the U.S., Canada, Australia 
and other countries to help 
change the rules at mul-
tilateral agencies like the 
World Bank to help its 
poorer members qualify for 
concession loans and grants 
because current rules have 
”graduated many” island 
nations from preferential 
treatment.

Regional leaders lobbied 
President Barack Obama, 
Canada’s Stephen Harper, 
Mexico’s Filipe Calderon 
and Brazil’s Dilma Rousseff 
at last weekend’s summit of 
the Americas in Colombia 
to have the rules changed at 
the upcoming G-20 meet-
ing in Mexico in June, as 
the global financial crisis, 
the collapse of the banana 
industry and reduced 
numbers of visitors to the 
region have left many bloc 
members in dire economic 
straits, the grouping said in 
a statement Wednesday.

Current World Bank and 
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The latest Caribbean news and information at www.caribbeanlifenews.com
Continued on page 4

By Nelson A. King 
While Cuba was not invited to the 

Summit of the Americas that opened 
in Cartagena, Colombia, on Apr. 14, 
the Spanish-speaking Caribbean 
country loomed large over the meet-
ing of 30 leaders from the Americas, 
including the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), some of whom failed in 
an eleventh-hour push to invite the 
communist country.

“It would be remiss of my del-

egation if it did not express its 
profound disappointment that all 
member States of this hemisphere 
were not afforded the opportunity to 
attend and participate in this Sixth 
Summit,” said Antigua and Barbuda 
Prime Minister Baldwin Spencer in 
his opening remarks. 

“Antigua and Barbuda would wish 
to make clear that it fully supports 
and looks forward to the attendance 

Continued on page 4

LIVID LIVID 
OVER OVER 
CUBACUBA
Upset over exclusion from Summit

Appeal for 
Western 
loans, 
grants

“This should be the last regional summit without Cuba” 
declared  President Juan Manuel Santos of Colombia, host 
of the Summit of the Americas. AP Photo/Fernando Llano

A KnightA Knight
of Soulof Soul
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Caribbean 
Roundup

News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

By Azad Ali
The Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) could collapse by 
2017.

This is according to the 
CARICOM Secretariat based in 
Georgetown, Guyana, which has 
submitted a troubling report 
indicating that the regional bloc 
could collapse in five years.

The report was submitted 
recently at the 23rd Inter-
Sessional Meeting of the 
CARICOM heads of govern-
ment conference, which took 
place in Suriname.

In the report, the Secretariat 
warned that the regional 
integration movement could 
come to an end because of 
poor financing, dissatisfaction 
and ongoing world economic 
crisis.

The report contends that if 
CARICOM and other regional 
institutions continue to strug-
gle for funds, they could col-
lapse in another four to five 
years.

The operating budget of 
the CARICOM Secretariat has 
remained stagnant at just 
under US$20 million for the 
past four years.

The report says this is 
despite inflation and an 
increasing workload of inter-
national travel, commissioned 
studies and other assignments 
from leaders.

Requests for additional 
funding have been denied as 
member governments blame 
harsh economic times.

But the report notes there 
is a significant risk that 
CARICOM could be brought 
down quickly if the interna-
tional economic situation 
deteriorates.

It further says many mem-
ber countries are highly 
indebted and are struggling 
to meet domestic and interna-
tional commitments.

But the report says all is not 
lost as a turnaround could be 
made if the nature of the cur-
rent crisis and its seriousness 
are fully appreciated.

The CARICOM review was 
commissioned by leaders more 
than a year ago to examine the 
state of the regional bloc after 
39 years in existence.

Caribbean

Travel and tourism 
stakeholders from the 
wider Caribbean diaspora 
recently attended a meet-
ing in St. Thomas, U.S. 
Virgin Islands (USVI) 
to discuss the critical 
importance of regional 
tourism.

The USVI Department 
of Tourism held a break-
fast presentation for 
industry stakeholders 
and the general public 
which was chaired by 
Tourism Organization 
(CTO) Chairman Senator 
Ricky Skerritt, who is also 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
minister of Tourism and 
International Transport.

Theme of the confer-
ence was “There’s Never 
Been a More Crucial Time 
in Caribbean Tourism” 
which was held at the 
Marriott Frenchman’s 
Reef and Morning Star 
Resort.

The high-level talks 
come on the heels of the 
Department’s Strategic 
Visioning Retreat, one of 
the steps in developing a 
rolling five-year tourism 
development plan.

Antigua

Antigua Civil Aviation 
Minister John Maginley 
has indicated that 
Antigua and Barbuda 
will continue to leave the 
door open for low-cost 
carrier REDjet to resume 
flights to the island.

He was speaking 
against the backdrop of 
reports that the Trinidad 
and Tobago govern-
ment has revoked the 
licenses it granted to 
the Barbados-based air-
line, effective March 30, 
2012.

Reports indicate that 
Continued on page 18

CARICOM 
faces 2017 
financial 
collapse

By Nelson A. King 
Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) leaders held a special 
meeting on the margins of the 
Sixth Summit of the Americas in 
Cartagena, Colombia, on Sunday, 
with President of Mexico Felipe 
de Jesus Calderón, in which they 
discussed a wide range of issues, 
including mechanisms for further 
bilateral and hemispheric coop-
eration, and strategies to prevent 
further financial fallout from the 
global economic crisis.  

One of the key issues discussed 
was the need to develop a plan of 
action to address poverty and to 
avert a further decline of regional 
economies, according to Antigua 
and Barbuda Prime Minister 
Baldwin Spencer. 

“There is need for immediate 
intervention to address the nega-
tive effects being experienced as a 
result of the financial crisis,” said 
Spencer after the meeting. 

“Without direct intervention, 
there is increased risk of economic 
decline and concomitantly social 
disintegration,” he added. “We can-
not sit by and allow our people and 
our economies to suffer.” 

Spencer said he and his col-
leagues also sought the assistance 
of the Mexican president in rais-
ing the concerns of Antigua and 
Barbuda and the CARICOM sub-
region at the G20 meeting.

Some CARICOM member states 
are characterized as middle income 
by most of the Group of 20 (G20) 
of the world’s richer countries and 
are, therefore, not able to access 
certain sources of financing.   

“CARICOM member states are 
not members of the G20. We must, 
therefore, rely on our allies to bring 
our issues of concern to the wider 
G20 membership, and the govern-
ment of Mexico has readily agreed 
to assist in this regard,” Spencer 
said. 

In a separate meeting, the 
Antiguan leader held talks 
on Sunday with U.S. Trade 
Representative Ron Kirk on 
Antigua’s Internet Gaming case 
against the United States.

Spencer said he expressed dis-
appointment that, although the 
case was first adjudicated in 2003, 
Antigua and Barbuda and the 
United States are yet to find a 
“mutually agreeable solution to set-
tle the case.”

The prime minister noted that 
Antigua and Barbuda had put forth 
several options to settle the case 
but that “there has been no fairness 
in the proposals received from the 
United States to date.  

“Antigua and Barbuda’s Internet 
gaming sector has been decimated 
by the actions of the United States, 
and we believe that we must be fair-
ly compensated for those losses,” 
Spencer said. 

CARICOM leaders meet 
with Mexican counterpart 

United States of America’s President Barack Obama is photographed at a multilateral meeting with 
Caribbean Leaders during the sixth Summit of the Americas, Sunday, April 15, 2012, in Cartagena, 
Colombia. AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster

By Nelson A. King
The United Nations 

High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Navi 
Pillay, said on Apr. 13 
she was “disturbed” by 
the recent decision by 
Suriname to pass an 
amendment to an existing 
law that grants immunity 
for human rights viola-

tions committed during 
the 12-year period in 
which the country was, 
for the most part, under 
military rule. 

“The  H igh 
Commissioner believes 
this amendment to the 
law will deny most fami-
lies of victims their rights 
to justice, truth and 

reparation,” said Pillay’s 
spokesperson, Rupert 
Colville, told reporters. 

The new law extends 
the brief period covered 
by an earlier amnesty law 
to include any offences 
that took place between 
Apr. 1, 1980 and Aug.19, 
1992 “in the context of 
the defense of the State,” 

preventing any future 
investigations on gross 
human rights violations 
committed between those 
dates.  

According to the Office 
of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), one case which 
involves the former and 

Suriname immunity disturbs U.N. chief

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8
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By Kenton Kirby
Members of the West Indian 

American Day Carnival Association 
(WIADCA) say are pleased to 
announce the election of its new 
board of directors and officers who 
were duly “nominated, voted in and 
installed” on Wednesday April 11, 
2012

The election was “overseen and 
conducted by two experienced attor-
neys”  the board added, in a state-
ment released Monday. 

 Members elected to office are:  
Thomas Bailey, president; 
Bryan Block, vice president;  

Deborah Benjamin, vice president; 
William R. Howard, vice president; 
Eric Gibbs, chairman; Angela Sealy, 
treasurer; Jean P. Alexander, secre-
tary.

Other Board members are: 
Yolanda L. Clark,  Calvin Collins, 
Karen Williams, Michael Greaves, 
Larry Allahdua, Randolph Brewster, 
Godfrey Jack, Randolph Babb.

‘‘Members have been busy at work 
for the past three months handling 
many areas that needed attention,” 
Bailey said.

‘There’s much hard work ahead.  
The new board is determined to hit 
the ground running. 

“WIADCA asks the community 
f o r their continued support as the 
organization makes an all-out effort 
to tackle and overcome all obstacles 
and meet all obligations head-on.” 
Bailey added.  

By Nelson A. King
Two of Jamaica’s most 

prolific Olympians, Grace 
Jackson and Bertland 
Cameron have been hon-
ored with proclamations 
from U.S. Rep. Yvette D. 
Clarke (D-Brooklyn). 

The proclamations were 
presented at the Team 
Jamaica Bickle annual 
reception and awards cer-
emony in Manhattan, 
Thursday, hosted by fel-
low Olympian and Master 
of Ceremonies for the 
evening, Devon Harris. 
Harris captained Jamaica’s 
1998 Winter Olympic Bob 
Sled Team.

Other Olympians on hand 
were Alfred Daley, 400m 
specialist, who shared the 
stage with Lennox Miller, 
Donald Quarrie and later, a 
younger Bertland Cameron; 
Andria Lloyd, who repre-
sented Jamaica in the 1996 
Olympics 4x100m relays; 
and Danny McFarlane, sil-
ver medalist in the 4x400m. 
Olympic games. 

Leroy Comrie, 
the Jamaican-born 
Councilman, who rep-
resents the 27th Council 
District in Queens, and 
Grenada-born Councilman 
Jumaane Williams, who 
represents Brooklyn’s 45th 
District, presented citations 
to the honorees.

“Both Bertland and 
myself are extremely grate-
ful to be recognized by an 
entity, who like ourselves, 
are working hard to make 
a difference in sports,” 
Jackson said. 

“To do something that 
you love and be hon-

ored by your peers is an 
extraordinary feeling,” she 
added. 

In a special recorded 
message to the honorees, 
on behalf of the govern-
ment and people of 
Jamaica, Sports Minister 
Natalie Neita-Headley, said 
she was delighted in join-
ing Team Jamaica Bickle 
and the Diaspora in “cel-
ebrating Jamaica’s best 
assets, her people, against 
the backdrop of Jamaica’s 
50th Anniversary of 
Independence.”

“We are overwhelmed by 
the outpouring of love, and 
we thank the community 
whole-heartedly,” said Irwine 
Clare, founder and president 
of the New York-based Team 
Jamaica Bickle. 

The nonprofit organiza-
tion provides “much need-
ed support” for Jamaican 
athletes who compete at 
the annual Penn Relays 
Carnival, held at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
This year’s event starts 
from Apr. 26-28.  

Team Jamaica Bickle 
has supported athletes and 
athletic programs for the 
past 17 years. Currently, 
its services extend to a del-
egation of about 750 ath-
letes, coaches and volun-
teers from Jamaica; other 
Caribbean countries, which 
includes Trinidad and 
Tobago and St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines; and the 
U.S. 

In 1999, Team Jamaica 
Bickle became the first 
Jamaican organization to 
be a participating sponsor 
at the Penn Relays. 

Stephanie Persaud, a market-
ing and management major at LIU 
Brooklyn, was a member of the 
winning team at an international 
marketing competition held at the 
Universidad Europea de Madrid in 
Valencia, Spain.

More than 50 students from 
Germany, France, Belgium and other 
European countries and the United 
States participated in International 
Marketing Week. The object of the 
competition was to create a market-
ing strategy for a wine label.

Persaud, 20, of Guyanese heritage, 
a junior at LIU Brooklyn and her 
successful teammates had an ambi-
tious plan: They chose the label “The 
Black Dragon,” invented three wine 
products and developed marketing 
for a Hong Kong market.

“We were the only group to do 
three wines and the only group to 
create an ad, as well as a prod-
uct label and bottle design,” said 
Persaud.

The South Ozone Park, Queens, 
resident added, “It was a great net-
working and learning experience. I 
got to meet students I would never 
have met in my lifetime from all 
over Europe and learned about the 
culture of Spain.”

In addition to Persaud, two other 
LIU Brooklyn marketing majors - 
seniors Wayne Lawson and Amanda 
Pokhan - participated in the event, 
which was held the first week of 
March.

“We develop global perspectives 
in our students, and this is a tes-

tament to ourinternationalization 
initiatives at LIU Brooklyn,” said 
Mohammed Ghriga, dean of LIU 
Brooklyn’s School of Business, Public 
Administration and Information 
Sciences. “Stephanie has shown lead-
ership in interdisciplinary teams and 
a multicultural context. We are very 
proud of the quality of her work and 
her representation of our school.”

Persaud, who plans to attend grad 
school and go on to a career in inter-
national marketing, has been very 
active in her campus and personal 
life. Her activities include volunteer-
ing with Students for Humanity to 
help renovatehouses in Costa Rica. 

She is a member of an educa-
tion club that helps bring awareness 

to youths about college, as well as 
the president elect of the Marketing 
Society. She has been named to 
Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges, 
is on the Dean’s List and has earned 
the Jim Moody Internship Award. 

She has interned with BRIC Arts 
Media Center and with Island Def 
Jam Records, in marketing and event 
planning.

She also works with America 
Reads, tutoring young children, and 
at Broadway Suites, a company that 
rents office spaces to small busi-
nesses.

A Dynamic Curricula
The Brooklyn Campus is distin-

guished by its dynamic curricula 
reflecting the great urban commu-
nity it serves. Distinctive programs 
encompass the arts and media, the 
natural sciences, business, social pol-
icy, urban education, the health pro-
fessions and pharmacy, and include 
the Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology, 
the Ph.D. in Pharmaceutics, the 
D.P.T. in Physical Therapy and the 
Pharm.D. in Pharmacy. A vibrant 
urban oasis in downtown Brooklyn, 
this diverse and thriving campus 
offers academic excellence, person-
alized attention, small class size and 
flexible course schedules. In 2006, 
a $45-million Wellness, Recreation 
and Athletic Center was opened to 
serve the campus and the surround-
ing community. In 2007, the Cyber 
Café was launched, providing a high-
tech hot spot for students and faculty 
members to meet and eat.

Jamaican Olympians 
receive U.S. Awards

Five-time Olympian, Grace Jackson, is flanked by 
team member Tricia Douglas; Devon Harris, '88 Bob 
Sled Team captain and Irwine Clare, Team Jamaica 
Bickle CEO. Photo by Donovan Gopie

New board in place for New York’s 
West Indian Day Carnival 2012

Black Dragon tops ’em in 
Spanish marketing contest
LIU students win international competition LIU 
Brooklyn student wins Spanish competition

Stephanie Persaud.
 Photo Credit: LIU Brooklyn Campus
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International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) rules use a country’s gross 
domestic product and per capita 
income levels to determine which 
nations should get concession 
financing and soft loans,  but 
the bloc said that these need to 
be reviewed to keep pace with 
current-day reality.

Caricom said “a number of 
countries have been graduated 
out of the concessional financing 
arrangements because they have 
been classified as middle-Fern-
ando Llano income countries,” 
a development it said that has 
nothing to do with the situation 
on the ground.

“That is the main thing we 
want them to discuss at the 

summit as far as the region is 
concerned,” spokesman Leonard 
Robertson said at the beginning 
of the Summit. “We are specifi-
cally pleading with them to do 
so, as many countries have been 
graduated out of the concession 
financing category and really 
need the help. That is the help 
we want from these countries,” 
Robertson said.

Leaders met Obama on Sunday, 
Harper on Saturday and Calderon 
on Friday.

Caricom also said that Calderon 
promised to get the issue on the 
agenda of the G-20 Summit and 
that further discussions on the 
issue will be held in Barbados 
when Mexico and Caricom meet 
for routine discussions.

Cuba’s presence looms large 
at Summit of the Americas

Continued from cover

of the Republic of Cuba at the 
next Summit of the Americas, 
and will work with those delega-
tions committed to this cause,” 
he added. 

“Equally important, Antigua 
and Barbuda and, indeed, the 
CARICOM region, calls upon 
this august body to clearly and 
unequivocally urge the United 
States to bring an end to the 
economic blockade,” Spencer 
continued. 

Calling the near half-centu-
ry-old U.S. embargo on Cuba 
anachronistic, host President 
Juan Manuel Santos said this 
should be the last of the region-
al summits without Cuba. 

“Isolation, embargo, indiffer-
ence and looking the other way 
have shown their inefficiency,” 
he said to resounding applause. 
“It is anachronism that keeps us 
anchored in a Cold War era.” 

Santos, who is considered 
a moderate and among the 
United States’ closest allies in 
the region, said future summits 
without Cuba would be “unac-

ceptable.” Colombia’s president 
“We cannot be indifferent to a 

process of change within Cuba,” 
he said. 

The United States and Canada 
remained adamant in their oppo-
sition to Cuba’s participation, 
saying that the summit mecha-
nism was reserved for demo-
cratic nations and that Cuba did 
not meet that standard. 

But regional leaders say Cuba 
should be brought into the 
democratic fold by including it, 
rather than excluding it from 
such gatherings. 

Pre-summit negotiations 
among foreign ministers con-
cluded with the United States 
and Canada blocking wording in 
the draft Presidents’ declaration 

that would call for Cuba’s inclu-
sion in future summits. 

Argentine Foreign Minister 
Hector Timmerman announced 
that a proposal had been made 
Friday to extend a last-minute 
invitation to Cuban leader Raúl 
Castro, but consensus on the 
proposal was not reached. 

Obama, speaking at a busi-
ness leaders meeting parallel 
to the summit, did not men-
tion the Cuba issue but said 
that the media was in a “time 
warp” focusing on controversies 
that “date back to before I was 
born.” 

Ecuadorian President Rafael 
Correa had announced before-
hand that he would not partici-
pate in the summit, in an act of 
protest over Cuba’s exclusion. 

Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chávez also stayed away, say-
ing the Cuban doctors who 
were treating him for cancer 
had called him back to Havana 
for more radiotherapy. And 
Nicaragua President Daniel 
Ortega, who had been expected, 
simply did not show up. 

Caribbean seeks help with 
concession financing

Continued from cover

This should be the 
last summit without 

Cuba.
Juan Manuel Santos

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center 
585 Schenectady Avenue 

Brookyln, NY 11203 
Tel: 718-363-6983

Now accepting new patients
Office Hours: Mon-Sat 8am to 7pm | www.oseikwakyeobgyn.com

Compassionate, Personalized and Specialized Women’s Health Care

Dr. Kwakye-Berko Dr. Solomon Osei
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NEED CASH NOW?
Don’t wait for your lawsuit to settle!

Fast and Easy Approval

WE WILL ADVANCE YOU THE MONEY YOU NEED.

Cash For 
Your Lawsuit

CALL TODAY 
for a Risk Free Application

888.801.0656 or 
Visit Us Online 

www.primecasefunding.com

* Lowest Rates in the Industry!
* FAST Turnaround Period (24 hrs.)

FREE Application When You Mention this Ad

CANARSIE PLAZA 
LIQUOR WAREHOUSE 

8925 Avenue D, 
Brooklyn Ny 11236

718.629.9779 
Look for us in the Carnarsie Plaza, 

Corner of Remsen & Ave D

Smirnoff 
1.75L 
$19.99

Malibu 
1.75L 

$26.99

Barbancourt 
Rhum 5 

Stars $19.99 

Grey 
Goose 
750ML 
$27.99

Hennessy 
750ML 
$29.99

Yellow 
Tail 1.75L 
Mix & Match 

2 / $20

CANARSIE PLAZA 
LIQUOR WAREHOUSE 

SPEND
 $30 + UP 
Get a bottle of 
Papio Marlot 

750ml
With this coupon only.

By Constanza Vieira
CARTAGENA DE 

INDIAS, Colombia, Apr 15, 
2012 -- “What matters at 
this summit is not what 
is on the official agenda,” 
said Uruguayan analyst 
Laura Gil, echoing the con-
ventional wisdom in this 
Colombian port city, where 
the Sixth Summit of the 
Americas ended Sunday 
without a final declaration.

The Fifth Summit, held 
in Port of Spain, the capital 
of Trinidad and Tobago, in 
2009, had a similar out-
come. 

At the Sixth Summit, 
which opened Saturday 
Apr. 14, the foreign min-
isters failed to reach prior 
agreement on a consensus 
document. 

Key points of discord 
were the continued U.S. 
embargo against Cuba and 
Argentina’s claim to sov-
ereignty over the Falkland/
Malvinas Islands, a British 
overseas territory in the 
South Atlantic. 

Gil, an expert on inter-
national relations who 
lives in Colombia, told 
IPS that “a consensus on 
drugs seems to be form-
ing among the countries of 
Latin America.” 

“These three issues are 
precisely the ones that are 
dividing the hemisphere 
in two, or confronting the 
countries of Latin America 
with the United States and 
Canada,” she said. 

“The Summit of the 
Americas process is in cri-
sis. What the Sixth Summit 
clearly shows is that certain 
issues cannot be put off any 
longer, particularly that of 
Cuba,” excluded from the 
Americas summits due to 
pressure from the United 
States, she added. 

In Gil’s opinion, “there 
will not be another summit 
without Cuba. Either Cuba 
is included, or there will 
not be a summit at all. The 
absence of (Ecuadorean 
President Rafael) Correa is 
a red alert,” she said, refer-
ring to the Ecuadorean 

president’s promise not to 
attend any further hemi-
spheric meetings to which 
Cuba is not invited. 

According to the expert, 
“Colombia positioned itself 
as a bridge, able to facilitate 
relations between contrary 
ideological blocs. But from 
this position, Colombia 
cannot work miracles. 

“This summit reminds 
us that ideologies are still a 
force to be reckoned with. 
The limitations are plain to 
be seen,” she said. 

The Venezuelan ambas-
sador to the Organisation 
of American States (OAS), 
Roy Chaderton - a former 
Venezuelan ambassador to 
Colombia and the U.S. - 
told the Colombian radio 
station RCN Radio: “This 
is a rebellion by Latin 
American democracies 
against U.S. and Canadian 
hegemony.” 

Canada and the United 
States were left in isolation 
in a vote on a resolution to 
put an end to Cuba’s exclu-
sion, which was split 32 
against two, at a meeting of 
foreign ministers that was 
to approve documents to be 
signed by the presidents. 

In addition to Correa, 
Haitian President Michel 
Martelly and Nicaraguan 
President Daniel Ortega 
were also absent, having 
sent last-minute cancella-
tions. Ortega led a rally in 
Managua in solidarity with 
Cuba Saturday Apr. 14. 

On Saturday morn-
ing it was announced that 
Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chávez would not be 
attending the summit, due 
to the treatment for his 
cancer. 

At the end of the first 
day’s meetings, the coun-
tries of the Bolivarian 
Alliance for the Peoples 
of Our America (ALBA) 
released a declaration in 
Cartagena stating that they 
would not attend any fur-
ther summits without the 
participation of Cuba. 

ALBA is made up of 
Antigua and Barbuda, 

Bolivia, Cuba, Dominica, 
Ecuador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, and 
Venezuela. 

The host’s speech 
At the opening ceremo-

ny of the Sixth Summit, 
Colombian President Juan 
Manuel Santos did not 
mince words. He exhorted 
delegates “not to be indif-
ferent” to the changes 
occurring in Cuba, which 
he said were ever more 
widely recognised and 
should be encouraged. 

“It is time to overcome 
the paralysis that results 
from ideological obstinacy 
and seek a basic consen-
sus so that this process of 
change has a positive out-
come, for the good of the 
Cuban people,” he said. 

“The isolation, the 
embargo, the indifference, 
looking the other way, have 
been ineffective,” Santos 
said. 

As for Haiti, the poorest 
country in the hemisphere, 
Santos recommended 
supporting the agenda of 
the Haitian government, 
instead of pushing “our 
own agendas.” 

He also said that “Central 
America is not alone.” 
Organised crime must be 
combated, but anti-drug 
policy should be focused 
on “the victims,” including 
“the millions” locked up in 
prisons, Santos said. 

This summit will not 
find an answer to Latin 
America’s calls for facing 
up to the failure of the 
war on drugs, “of this I 
am completely certain,” he 
said. 

Militarisation marches 
on 

U.S. President Barack 
Obama let it be understood 
that his country would 
tolerate flexibilisation of 
Latin American anti-drug 
policies, saying “I think 
it is entirely legitimate to 
have a conversation about 
whether the laws in place 
are ones that are doing 

Last Summit of the 
Americas Without Cuba

Region

Continued on page 8
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* These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit
is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as 
determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2012-2011, your payments will consist of 
60 monthly payments of $17.73 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.45%APR. For model year 
2010, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.91 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 2.85%APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop 
paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change
without notice. Other rates available for refinance transactions. Membership required.

 Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call  

1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason,  
getting your auto loan at 
MCU makes perfect sense.

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

New Car Loans

2.45%
APR*

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

Used Car Loans

2.85%
APR*

4604.AD (01.05.12)

You can now apply for a new  
U.S. passport book or card seven 
days a week at Central Library, 
located at 10 Grand Army Plaza. 

Need a Passport? 

For more information, please visit us online at  
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/passport.jsp 

or call 718.230.2292.

Passport Service Hours

Sunday 1 – 5 PM 
Monday – Thursday 11 AM – 7 PM 
Friday and Saturday 10 AM – 6 PM

Leaders press for security support
By Nelson A. King

Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) leaders say 
they have pressed United 
States President Barack 
Obama for greater support 
in securing the region from 
the traffic in illegal narcot-
ics and small arms. 

The leaders said they met 
with Obama in Cartagena, 
Colombia, during the two-
day Sixth Summit of the 
Americas, which concluded 
on Apr. 15.

“A wide ranging discus-
sion included sharing of 
ideas on enhancing the role 
of small business, distance 
education, job creation, 
health, information and 
communication technol-
ogy, new systems and rules 
in the U.S. banking system, 
debt and the role of the 
G20 (Group of 20) in assist-
ing highly indebted mid-
dle income countries,” a 
CARICOM statement said. 

“President Obama told 
the group which comprised 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) leaders and the 
President of the Dominican 
Republic that the bonds 
between the two sides were 

deep and that his country 
had followed through on 
the initiatives identified 
at their previous meeting 
in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
and Tobago, in 2009,” it 
added. 

Obama, who was accom-
panied by his Secretary 
of State, Hillary Clinton 
and the U.S. Trade 
Representative, Ron Kirk, 
indicated that he had 
“personally invested in 
the region” and assured 
that there would be fol-
low through on the ideas 
presented at the meeting, 
CARICOM said. 

Meantime, Trinidad and 
Tobago Prime Minister 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar, 
the lead CARICOM Head 
of Government on secu-
rity, drew summit lead-
ers’ attention to the major 
challenge of transnational 
organized crime, urging 
“prompt action towards 
enhancing safety and secu-
rity levels for the people of 
the Americas 

“We must act decisively 
on crime and violence in 
ways that make a differ-
ence,” she said. 

“We know that the 
criminal elements operat-
ing in the Americas are 
very organized, in some 
instances to the extent that 
their resources exceed in 
number and sophistication 
the resources of the state,” 
Persad-Bissessar added. 

She stressed that a 
“holistic approach” is nec-
essary for fighting crime, 
encompassing strategies 
for prevention, detection, 
conviction and rehabilita-
tion.

“Crime security and safe-
ty is one of the major chal-
lenges facing our countries 
today,” she said, adding 
that it is a “multifaceted, 
transnational pandemic, 
requiring collective effort.

“We must be our broth-
er’s keeper,” she continued. 
“No one country can do it 
alone and, indeed, I take 
inspiration from my coun-
try’s own motto ‘Together 
We Aspire, Together We 
Achieve.’” 

The Trinidad and Tobago 
leader said social inclusion 
and the eradication of pov-
erty are “key priorities” for 
preventing crime.
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255 Livingston St., 

LAW OFFICES 
OF 

UGO UZOH 
P.C.

Discrimination
Sexual Harassment
Wrongful Termination

Accident, Slip & Fall
Medical Malpractice
Wrongful Death

Police Brutality
Excessive Force
False Arrest & Imprisonment
Malicious Prosecution

Felonies
Misdemeanors
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(718) 874-6045

304 Livingston Street,
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For Sluggish Growth  

Dandruff-Thinning  

Processing Chemical Damage

WE HAVE  
THE SOLUTION

SINCE 1950
STOP IN FOR A FREE BOOKLET  

Don’t accept hair loss, 
If You Care About Your Hair.

The “Secret” To Beautiful Hair!
Healthy Hair and Scalp Care
Exclusive De-Regro Treatments

Join Thousands of Satisfied Clients

Get the Strength and Length You Desire

National Office and Treatment Clinic
Private 

Consultation Analysis

current President Desi 
Bouterse may be affected, 
and could potentially be 
halted altogether. 

Bouterse, along with 24 
other people, is accused of 
taking part in the arrest 
of 15 prominent opposition 
leaders, including journal-
ists, lawyers, and a trade 
union leader, in December 
1982, and their subsequent 
summary execution. 

“The High Commissioner 
sincerely hopes that steps 
are taken to reverse this 
legislation as soon as possi-
ble, since it clearly conflicts 
with Suriname’s interna-
tional obligations and very 
much runs against the pos-
itive trend in many other 
Latin American countries 
of prosecuting and, in many 

cases convicting, individu-
als responsible for serious 
crimes that took place dur-
ing military dictatorships,” 
Colville said.

According to internation-
al law, amnesties are not 
permissible if they prevent 

the prosecution of indi-
viduals who may be crimi-
nally responsible for inter-
national crimes, including 
war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, genocide and 
gross violations of human 
rights.

Navi Pilay. UN Photo

Denial of victims’ rights
Continued from page 2

In an effort to bring a 
fresh perspective to the 
case, Spencer said he urged 
the United States repre-
sentative to accept Antigua 
and Barbuda’s recent pro-
posal to take advantage of 
a “good offices” mediation 
effort by the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) direc-

tor general.
Spencer said Kirk 

acknowledged that a solu-
tion to the case had been 
elusive but assured him 
that “the United States 
remained committed to 
working with Antigua and 
Barbuda in finding a solu-
tion to the case.”  

The Antiguan leader said 

Kirk “expressed the willing-
ness of his office to review 
the latest proposal from 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
to hold further discussions 
with Antigua and Barbuda’s 
ambassador in Washington, 
D.C. over the next few days 
so that a strategy for fur-
ther action could be dis-
cussed.”

Regional leaders meet
Continued from page 2

more harm than good in 
certain places.” 

But he flatly rejected 
legalisation. 

“I know there are frustra-
tions and that some call for 
legalisation. For the sake of 
the health and safety of our 
citizens - all our citizens - 
the United States will not 
be going in this direction,” 
Obama said on Saturday. 

He also announced that 
the U.S. government would 
increase its aid to the 
war on drugs led by “our 
Central American friends” 
and pledged “more than 
130 million dollars this 
year.” 

Colombian expert 
Ricardo Vargas of Acción 
Andina, a local think tank, 
summed up the U.S. posi-
tion: “’You may decrimi-
nalise drugs, but that will 

not eliminate the mafias. 
And we will be there’,” with 
a military presence as soon 
as drug shipments cross the 
borders, he told IPS. 

The People’s Summit 
From another part of the 

city of Cartagena, Enrique 
Daza, the coordinator of 
the Hemispheric Social 
Alliance, a movement of 
social organisations that 
organised the Fifth People’s 
Summit, held in paral-
lel to the Summit of the 
Americas, announced their 
“satisfaction” at the same 
time as President Santos 
received a standing ovation 
in the auditorium where 
the heads of state were 
gathered. 

“They were not able to 
keep our demands hidden,” 
Daza said at the close of the 
counter-summit. 

The alternative summit 

rejected the United States’ 
“imposition of its agenda” 
at the Summits of the 
Americas, and demanded 
an end to militarisation 
based on the pretext of the 
war on drugs, which in fact 
ends up criminalising social 
protest, he said. 

In its final declaration, 
the People’s Summit cas-
tigated the United States 
and Canada for insisting on 
the promotion of free trade 
treaties with other coun-
tries of the continent. 

Canada came in for 
heavy criticism for foment-
ing a “predatory model” 
for the operations of its 
mining companies in Latin 
America. “The rights of 
investors cannot take prec-
edence over the rights of 
people and of nature,” the 
final declaration says. 

Continued from page 5

Last Summit without Cuba
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By Donna Seymour
Talk about being between a rock (the 

pay gap) and hard place (the cost of more 
education), the average American woman 
can not catch a break. And in today’s tough 
economy that has more and more families 
in trouble, this situation is putting women 
and their families in an even more precari-
ous position.

Nearly 50 years after passage of the 
Equal Pay Act of 1963, women continue 
to earn only 77 cents on the dollar. In this 
recession, with women now making up 
half of the workforce and more and more 
families relying on a women’s paycheck to 
make ends meet, ensuring that women are 
paid fairly is more important than ever.

The American Association of University 
Women’s (AAUW) Behind the Pay Gap 
research shows that just one year out of 
college, a woman working full time already 
earn less than her male colleague, even 
when they work in the same field. Ten 
years out, the wage gap is even larger.

Even more unfairly, a 2009 U.S. Census 
Bureau report has found that in every field, 
at every level of education, women earn 
less than men. This is the case even in 
professions typically dominated by women, 
such as education and the liberal arts. 
Furthermore, as men and women achieve 
higher levels of education, the pay gap 
widens.

According to that report, women are 
required to seek increasingly higher 
degrees if they hope to equal the pay of 
their less-educated male peers. And we 
know that the cost of education has sky-
rocketed in recent years, far beyond the 
pace of inflation. And this is even more 
true for higher education degrees.

We know from recent data that public 
and private colleges alike are increasingly 
dependent on tuition. A recent Government 
Accountability Office report found that net 

tuition and fees rose from 16 to 22 percent 
of total revenue at public colleges and uni-
versities, and to jumped 11 points from 29 
to 40 percent at private nonprofit institu-
tions in the 10 years from 1999 to 2009.

That money is coming right out of the 
pockets of women and their families, as 
they attempt to increase their education 
level and upgrade job skills. And that task 
is getting even harder as many states, fac-
ing difficult budget decisions, are electing 
to cut back on support for public colleges. 
Expensive programs are being cut, like 
those in STEM fields that lead to better-
paying jobs that could actually be filled, if 
there were enough qualified applicants.

According to a recent report from the 
Center for the Study of Education Policy, 
state appropriations for colleges fell on 
average by 7.6 percent in 2011-12; the 
cuts in some states were much higher. 
Funding cuts for state schools dispropor-
tionally affects those at the bottom of the 
economic ladder who need the training 
the most, often women trapped in “pink 
ghetto” jobs.

President Obama has proposed an $8 
billion Community College to Career Fund 
to address this problem. It would train 
two million workers for well-paying jobs 
in high-demand industries like health 
care, transportation and advanced manu-
facturing. The proposal, however, needs 
Congressional approval, which seems 
unlikely in this increasing divisive and 
scorched earth election year, given how 
ineffective our political process has dealt 
with other major challenges in recent 
months.

By some accounts, the student loan 
debt is a ticking time bomb set to go 
off in a variety of ways. The 3.4 percent 
interest rates on federal student loans for 
the current school year are set to double 
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Op-Eds
More education doesn’t 
close pay gap for women

Fragile voting system 
at democracy’s core
By Lee H. Hamilton

You would think that after more than 
two centuries of practice, we’d know all 
about running efficient and accurate elec-
tions. Voting, after all, is the great shared 
ritual of democracy.

Elections make real the consent of the 
governed and provide legitimacy to our 
government. Registering to vote should 
be convenient and voting itself should be 
efficient and pleasant, with machines oper-
ating properly, registration lists accurate 
and current, fraud minimized and disputes 
handled fairly. Citizens should see their 
votes as both a right and a privilege and be 
proud they are citizens in a democracy.

Yet as the November elections approach, 
the systems by which they’re run seem 
more beleaguered and fragile than ever. 
Recently, the Pew Center on the States 
found that about 51 million eligible citi-
zens aren’t registered at all and roughly 
one in eight voter registrations in the U.S. 
— that’s 24 million — are either no longer 
valid or are inaccurate.

Voter rolls are riddled with errors. Some 
voters are registered to vote in two or even 
three states simultaneously, and voters are 
unable to cast their ballots because of some 
unresolved — and usually unwitting — 
problem with their registration.

Since 2011 began, 16 states have passed 
new laws that for the most part have made 
voting more difficult. Some now require 
government-issued photo ID; some have 
restricted early voting; others have placed 
hurdles in the way of registering to vote. 
The results will make it harder to vote 
this year for some five million Americans, 
according to the Brennan Center for Justice 
at NYU Law School.

The disagreements over our election 
laws are genuine and long-standing. Some 
officials want these new restrictions on 
voting to prevent fraud. Others counter 
that fraud rarely happens and argue that 
new restrictions are making it harder for 
the young and minorities to vote. Some 
believe that higher voter turnout is unde-
sirable; others that government ought to 
do everything it can to boost turnout.

Voter fraud is no joke. The integrity of 
the ballot is critical to the legitimacy of 
democracy. But while there is disagree-
ment over the extent of fraud, two things 
about it seem to be clear: yes, it occurs; 
and no, there’s no epidemic of it. Treating 
fraud seriously and giving legitimate vot-

ers access to the ballot are equally impor-
tant.

Much of the debate today on election 
laws centers around whether voters should 
be required to show photo identification 
at the polls. For most voters, producing a 
driver’s license is no big deal, but roughly 
one in 10 Americans don’t have identifica-
tion — they don’t drive or travel by plane 
and don’t have a passport, but they’re still 
citizens who are qualified to vote.

Can we ensure that those who vote 
really are entitled to do so, while at the 
same time making it as convenient as pos-
sible for all who are entitled to cast their 
ballots?

Many officials who favor a photo ID 
pay scant attention to making identifica-
tion easily available. It needs to be free of 
charge and readily obtainable for everyone 
who’s eligible. States that impose photo 
IDs need to take the next step of reaching 
out to voters through more offices, includ-
ing mobile offices, and other affirmative 
efforts. This would help assuage the con-
cerns of minority groups that voter ID laws 
are aimed at blocking them from voting. 
Some civil rights leaders believe that after 
a few election cycles, voter IDs might actu-
ally boost minority participation because 
they’ll give voters confidence that they 
won’t be challenged.

Requiring voters to identify themselves 
with a photo ID is a safeguard that helps 
build confidence in the system. But it has 
to be accompanied by an aggressive effort 
to reach qualified voters.

Improving elections will be neither 
easy nor inexpensive. States need to make 
elections administration a top priority — 
updating systems and eliminating errors, 
doing more to register citizens, making 
voting convenient and promoting infor-
mation on registration and the voting 
process.

Surely it’s worth it. The legitimacy of 
our system of voting is strengthened by 
increased access for citizens and their con-
fidence that votes are counted accurately 
and securely. Elections are contests over 
power. Ensuring that Americans have no 
reason to doubt the results is vital to our 
system’s health.

 
Lee Hamilton is director of the Center 

on Congress at Indiana University. He 
was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 

Continued on page 20
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By Les Slater   
  The continuing nonsense of denying Cuba entry 

to hemispheric blocs or gatherings like the OAS or the 
Summit of the Americas has gotten to beyond ludicrous. At 
the Summit of the Americas meeting recently in Colombia, 
the host country’s president, Juan Manuel Santos, was so 
right in calling the Cuban embargo, “a cold war anachro-
nism.” What’s dastardly about this enduring vilification of 
Cuba, spearheaded by the U.S. and supported at last week’s 
meeting by Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper (dif-
ficult to imagine Pierre Trudeau going the same route 
today), is that all the participants at these gatherings, the 
U.S. and Canada included, know full well that the charac-
terization of Cuba’s sidelining as a relic that has no place in 
today’s world, is dead-on accurate.

But the political games have to be played. So of course 
President Obama disavowed any election-year shenanigans 
influencing his decision not to sign a statement that the 
next summit meeting would include Cuba. Election-year 
stuff like arousing the ire of Cuban-Americans in a key 
swing state like Florida. Indeed, not just Florida’s Cuban 
enclave but the president’s opposition overall would do 
cartwheels for such an electioneering bonanza were he to 
bring an end to this inane policy hatched when the Soviet 
Union and the U.S. locked horns over military/nuclear 
supremacy.         

Cuba, the president said in defense of his stand, has not 
moved toward democracy. Well, heck, neither has China so 
why shouldn’t we do some playing field leveling and impose 
a trade embargo on China as well? The absurdity of going 
there is matched, although you wouldn’t hear it from the 
perpetrators, by perpetuation of this silly charade that is 
the Cuba policy. When America finds herself supported in 
the UN General Assembly only by Israel in a vote to end the 

embargo, coming out on the losing end of a 188 to 2 vote 
when last the matter was addressed, there can’t be much of 
a chance America’s position holds some sort of merit.  

The Cuban-American influence being exercised on this 
front is a tail-wagging-dog phenomenon and totally reflec-
tive of politicians, even if they privately hold views at vari-
ance with the Cuban lobby, opting for the spineless path to 
survivability. Look, we know the chances are slim to none 
of finding Americans willing to trade places with Cubans 
resident on the island. On the contrary, there’s been all 
this documented history over the years of immigrant waves 
onto American soil. Contrasting with the latter was the one 
banner occasion when, with the U.S. government appar-
ently ready to grant asylum and maybe a whole lot more to 
him and his son, Elian Gonzalez’s father chose to return to 
his native country. The famous Gonzalez episode, if noth-
ing else, scored one for the Castro regime – that things 
within Cuba weren’t necessarily all bad for all people, as the 
naysayers would have it portrayed.

We wouldn’t find out by checking the typical American 
newspaper or television news report, but they’ve done a 
remarkable job in Cuba in the healthcare field, for instance. 
At least there seems to be somewhat of a global consensus 
to that effect, judging from the deployment of Cuban health 
professionals to places far and wide. And as reflected in 
international statistical indicators. Cuba continues to have 
one of the lowest HIV/AIDS infection rates in the world 
and continues to post impressive numbers that compare 
favorably with or best those of the U.S. in such areas as life 
expectancy and infant mortality rates. The point being that 

even in the vice grip of the decades-long embargo and the 
end of subsidies following the Soviet Union collapse, Cuba 
has apparently managed to do a few things well, daunting 
economic challenges notwithstanding. 

As for the go-to line about democracy, when will there 
be politicians with principle enough to retire this over-used 
old saw? When did the absence of democracy ever stand 
in the way of the U.S. coddling regimes all over the globe, 
once it was in America’s interest to do so? Persisting with 
the rationale that Cuba’s not being democratic is the rea-
son this punitive policy remains in place is the kind of red 
meat some in the political arena thrive on, but is pathetic 
emanating from others…even given our awareness of the 
required political two-step that comes with the issue.

What’s been annually taking place in the UN, with 
those near-unanimous votes demanding the U.S. end the 
embargo, is one thing. It was America’s way, back in the 
early 60s of making an example of Castro, justified or oth-
erwise as it was at the time.  The Summit of the Americas 
action is a whole other ball game. For starters it’s an 
entirely different forum, with no reference whatsoever to 
the U.S.-Soviet-Cuba drama of yesteryear. And it’s about a 
legitimate hemispheric state being included in discussions 
about hemispheric matters. American obstinacy in having 
Cuba excluded from these meetings is sick stuff and shames 
those who are purveyors of such might-is-right belliger-
ence. What’s next? Are we to see a move made to suspend, 
for example, the leftist governments of Ecuador, Nicaragua, 
Venezuela and Bolivia from the organization until they 
mend their ways?

An Obama second term, should he have one, will hope-
fully see some bold moves that in this term might have 
been seen as too politically prohibitive. Surely a candidate 
for such agenda tinkering is the outdated Cuba policy.

Viewpoint

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills. 
We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles.  
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. Marks Painless Dental, you have 
a unique opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fillings, root canals or even the 
most extensive oral surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, 
where we make it our first priority to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and 
laughing gas is also available.

     Gum Treatment
       We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from 
       simple prophylaxis to advanced gum and bone surgery.

     Cosmetic Dentistry  
 White fillings at no extra cost  Laser Bleaching (takes only one hour) Bad breath treatment

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign 
Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. 
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate 
unnecessary extractions. We also do Invisalign treatment.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals

INITIAL CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

TIAL CONSULTAT TIOAA N
FREE

St. Marks 
Painless Dental

907 St. Marks Ave.
Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves. 

OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283

Pediatric Dentist on 
Staff

OPEN
SUNDAY

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

The silliness about Cuba continues
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By Dr. Chiledum Ahaghotu
Prostate cancer continues to remain the leading cause 

of cancer in men in the United States. Over 30 thousand 
men are estimated to die of prostate cancer this year 
alone. Also, for reasons that are not completely under-
stood, African-American men are 60 percent more likely 
to be diagnosed with prostate cancer and 2.5 times likely 
to die of the disease. 

The PSA test is a blood test that measures prostate-
specific antigen (PSA), a protein produced by the prostate 
gland. An increase in the PSA level is often the only sign 
of early prostate cancer. The PSA test is also valuable in 
following patients after treatment.   

A recent report published in The Annals of Internal 
Medicine by a U.S. Preventative Services Task Force 
Committee stated that PSA testing should no longer be 
performed routinely on men in the United States. The task 
force came to this decision based on studies performed 
in the United States and Europe suggesting that prostate 
cancer screening does not appear to improve survival in 
patients with this disease. 

The two principal studies quoted in the report are the 
prostate, lung, colon, and ovarian screening study (PLCO) 
and the European randomized prostate cancer screening 
study. Both studies compared men who were screened 
to those who were not screened over a seven-to 10-year 
period. The European study actually revealed an improve-
ment in survival whereas the American study did not, thus 
reporting conflicting results.

One of the many concerns raised by prostate cancer 

experts and advocates is related to the fact that most 
of the studies sited in this report had a notable lack of 
representation of African-American men. Additionally, in 
the absence of PSA-based early detection strategies, the 
incidence of advanced disease would certainly increase. In 

the pre-PSA era, most men who presented with prostate 
cancer were symptomatic at diagnosis and had evidence of 
metastatic disease (in other words the cancer had already 
spread). Although the overall death rates associated with 
prostate cancer have begun to decline, African-American 
men still carry a disproportionately higher death rate. 
Those under the age of 60 are four times more likely to 
have metastatic disease at diagnosis. The report mini-
mizes the impact of metastatic disease stating that it is 

unlikely to result in death. However, metastatic disease 
can have tremendous impact on quality of life including 
chronic pain, pathologic fractures, paralysis, bleeding, and 
other tragic consequences.

It is also striking that none of the task force commit-
tee members have specific clinical expertise in treating 
prostate cancer. This attempt to apply a broad-sweeping 
policy to a very complex disease affecting populations 
disproportionately is very short-sighted. The bottom line 
is that fewer men are dying of prostate cancer and it is 
very likely that early detection has played a role in this 
outcome. Although the PSA test cannot take all the credit, 
it has been the cornerstone for early detection over the 
last two decades. There is ongoing research to find better 
screening strategies. However, until these tests have been 
confirmed, PSA is an important part of early detection 
and should not be blatantly discarded, especially as it 
applies to high-risk populations such as African-American 
men. Any man interested in having a PSA test should 
have meaningful dialog with his health-care provider to 
understand the details of the test, it’s value, and possible 
shortcomings. That should have been the message from 
the report. I hope that health-care providers involved in 
prostate cancer care will respond strongly to these recent 
recommendations.

For more info on prostate cancer go to http://cancer.
howard.edu

Chiledum Ahaghotu is an associate professor of surgery 
and chief of urology at Howard University Hospital.

Distributed By Healthy Living News

African-American men shortchanged
Op-Ed

None of the task force 
committee members have 

specifi c clinical expertise in 
treating prostate cancer.

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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By Herbert Okun, M.D.
Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

City Parks Foundation 
welcomes all New Yorkers, 
60 and over, to partici-
pate in CityParks Seniors 
Fitness. The Spring 2012 
season of Seniors Fitness 
programs will begin the 
week of April 30, 2012, and 
will offer free tennis les-
sons, yoga instruction and 
fitness walking in 14 parks 
across the city.

All activities in this eight-
week fitness program take 
place twice a week at each 
location through June 22.  
Participants are encour-
aged to maintain regular 
attendance to maximize 
health benefits.

CityParks Seniors Fitness 
has served more than 3,400 
participants since it began 
in 2006 and aims to keep 
neighborhood parks a great 
place for community activ-
ity. 

The program encourages 

New Yorkers to maximize 
the health benefits of stay-
ing active at all ages. Even 
in moderate amounts, exer-
cise can help participants 
feel better, maintain or lose 
weight, reduce risk of heart 
disease and diabetes, and 
minimize the symptoms of 
arthritis.

For more informa-
tion about City Parks 
Foundation’s free Seniors 
Fitness programs, please 
call the Sports Department 
at (718) 760-6999. All 
equipment and instruction 
is provided free of charge. 
Sessions are one hour, 
twice a week.

The following is a detailed 
schedule for CityParks 
Seniors Fitness for Spring 
2012 in Brooklyn and 
Staten Island.

Brooklyn
Kaiser Park

Tennis - Tuesdays/
Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. - 
Neptune Ave. & W 28th St.

Marine Park
Tennis - Tuesdays/

Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. - 
Tennis Courts Ave. S and E 
32nd St.

Yoga- Mondays/
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.- 
Nature Center- Ave. U & E 
32nd St.

South Oxford Park

Tennis -Wednesdays /
Fridays at 10:00 a.m.- 
Atlantic Commons between 
S Oxford St. & Cumberland 
St.

Yoga - Wednesdays/
Fridays at 11:00 a.m. - 
Atlantic Commons between 
S Oxford St. & Cumberland 
St.

Staten Island 
Greenbelt Park
Yoga - Wednesdays/ 

Fridays at 9:00 a.m. - Brielle 
Ave. between Rockland and 
Wolcott

T e n n i s - M o n d a y s /
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
- Brielle Ave. between 
Rockland and Wolcott

As in all of its program-
ming and activities, City 
Parks Foundation part-
ners with the New York 
City Department of Parks 
and Recreation to improve 
neighborhood parks and the 
communities they serve.

By Dr. Eva Hersh
Dear Dr. Eva,
Years ago I had one her-

pes outbreak, and I’ve never 
had another. I didn’t think I 
needed to tell sex partners 
about this, since I got over 
it so long ago. Recently, this 
came up in a conversation 
with a friend and sometime 
sex partner, and she was 
really upset that I hadn’t 
told her. I think she is over-
reacting. We agreed to ask 
you.

      Over It

Dear Over It,
Your friend and some-

times partner is right. No 
one completely gets over 
herpes infection. Once 
a person is infected with 
the herpes simplex virus 
(HSV), that person becomes 
a chronic carrier of the 
virus. Even though they 
may not be aware of having 
any outbreaks, on average, 
people with herpes shed 
herpes virus through the 
skin in the area of infection 
more than one day a week. 
Herpes suppressive medica-
tions, which include once 
daily doses of valcyclovir or 
twice-daily doses of acyclo-
vir or famciclovir, decrease 

this shedding to one day 
in 30. That represents a 
much lower risk, but it is 
important to realize that 
there is some risk of herpes 
infection to the partner of a 
person with herpes even if 
the infected person is taking 
herpes suppressive medica-
tion. So, difficult as it is, I 
do think your partners have 
a right to know.

You didn’t mention your 
HIV status, so I am guessing 
you are HIV negative. You 
should be aware that using 
condoms and/or dental 
dams is an important pro-
tection for people who have 
herpes as well as for their 
partners. This is because the 
HSV virus causes chronic 
inflammation in the skin of 
the penis, anus, or vagina, 
even when there are no vis-
ible outbreaks. This inflam-
mation makes a person who 
has HSV more vulnerable 
than others to becoming 
infected with HIV. This is 
true even for people who are 
taking herpes suppressive 
medication – the medication 
decreases the viral shedding 
but does not decrease the 
inflammation.

                           Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
How do herpes and HIV 

affect each other, if a person 
is infected with both? I have 
had herpes for many years 
and a couple of years ago 
became infected with HIV as 
well. So far my CD4 count 
has been over 500 so I have 
not needed to go on HIV 
medication. But it seems as 
if I have been having more 
herpes outbreaks since I 
became infected with HIV. 
Can I expect the herpes out-
breaks to be less frequent if 
I get started on HIV medica-
tion? Or would taking her-
pes suppressive medication 
help more?

                   Double Dose

Dear Double,
Because of your frequent 

outbreaks, many HIV experts 
would suggest that you start 
on both HIV medications 
(antiretrovirals) and herpes 
suppressive medication.

The herpes and HIV 
viruses affect each other in 
several ways.

Herpes outbreaks are 
more frequent in people 
with HIV. Also, outbreaks 
are more severe and last 
longer. This gets worse as 
the CD4 level drops, but 

more frequent and severe 
outbreaks can occur even 
in people with high CD4 
counts, as in your case.

Herpes can worsen HIV. 
Proteins produced by the 
HSV virus cause increases 
in the blood levels of the 
HIV virus. Because of this, 
people who are infected with 
both viruses have more HIV 
virus in their blood than 
HIV-positive people who do 
not have HSV .

Herpes sores or rashes 
shed high concentrations of 
HIV virus as well as HSV 
virus, so people with both 
HIV and HSV are more 
likely to pass on HIV to oth-
ers. High levels of HIV virus 
are present in the rectum, 
penis and vagina of HIV/
HSV infected people even 
when there is no apparent 
outbreak.

In addition to protecting 
their partners, suppressive 
treatment for HSV has ben-
efits for people with HIV 
and HSV who are not yet 
taking HIV medications. 
When herpes is treated, 
progression of HIV disease 
is somewhat slower.

                           Dr. Eva

When a man looks 
down and sees that 
he’s urinating with two 
streams instead of one, 
he struggles to get both 
streams to go into the 
toilet bowl without mak-
ing a mess. He laughs 
when he tries to explain 
the bodily gyrations 
required to accomplish 
this feat but too often 
he is laughing with 
tears in his eyes.  This 
problem is not uncom-
mon. Sometimes, after 
a few seconds, the two 
streams come togeth-
er and form one more 
forceful and manageable 
stream. Unfortunately, 
the stream can break 
into a spray that goes 
in all directions and 
over which, there is 
no control. The only 
way to confine urina-
tion to the toilet bowl 
and keep the floor and 
your shoes from get-
ting wet is to sit down 
to urinate. All this is 
related to enlargement 
of the prostate causing 
a partial obstruction to 
the outflow of urine. 
Many men don’t realize 
their flow is slow but 
every man can easily 
see a split or spraying 
stream. 

Once it is understood 
that the split stream is a 
prime indicator of a weak 
flow, it becomes crystal 
clear that something is 
wrong. The underlying 
problem is enlargement 
of the prostate, which 
sits like a gatekeeper 
connecting the urinary 
bladder, located just 
above the prostate to 
the upper end of the 
urinary passageway in 
the penis just below the 
prostate. Urine on leav-
ing the bladder must 
pass through this con-
necting passageway in 
the prostate to get to 
the upper end of the 
urethra in the penis. As 
the prostate enlarges, 

it does so in all direc-
tions, inwardly and well 
as outwardly, compress-
ing the urinary pas-
sageway within. This 
compression increases 
resistance to the out-
flow of urine. As the 
resistance increases, the 
stream flows more and 
more slowly, eventu-
ally becoming so weak 
that it cannot coalesce 
into one stream but 
breaks up into two or 
more streams and it is 
this split or sometimes 
spraying stream that is 
instantly recognizable 
by the patient as the 
first indication that his 
stream has slowed.

If your stream splits 
or sprays, it’s past time 
to seek help.  When the 
diagnosis of sympto-
matic prostate enlarge-
ment has been estab-
lished, attention turns 
to selection of the most 
appropriate treatment 
for this condition. The 
first line of therapy is 
medication and there 
are drugs that can over 
time, actually shrink 
the prostate and relax 
the muscles within the 
prostate.  If medication 
can’t be used for any of 
a variety of reasons, the 
second line of defense is 
to consider TUMT, Trans 
Urethral Microwave 
Thermotherapy, such as 
TherMatrx, which avoids 
surgery, is done in the 
office and requires no 
hospitalization or 
anesthesia. Most often, 
after microwave treat-
ment, the medication 
used to treat the patient 
for his prostate condi-
tion can be reduced in 
dose or discontinued 
altogether. Surgery 
should be reserved 
only as the court of last 
resort.

Have Questions?  Call 
Dr. Okun at 718-241-
6767

Health

How will I know 
my stream is slow?

Dr. Eva’s advice on herpes infection

CityParks Seniors fitness program
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By Kenton Kirby
A Feb. 17, 2012 land-

mark report by the Fund 
for Public Advocacy and 
ACCION USA released a 
landmark report on how 
immigrant-owned busi-
nesses are making ends 
meet in New York City, and 
the ways City government 
can help them grow and 
add jobs. The survey of 625 
immigrant-owned firms 
across the five boroughs 
found a staggering 92 per-
cent of owners started and 
sustain their businesses 
without outside help with 
financing, counseling, 
marketing or applying for 
licenses and permits. 

“Nearly four in five  busi-
ness owners voiced a desire 
for help in these areas; the 
most often reason cited for 
not seeking help was a lack 
of knowledge about the 
programs available,” the 
report states. 

The Fund for Public 
Advocacy -- a non-profit 
entity within the office of 
Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio, has announced a 
series of pilot projects to 
reach immigrant business 
owners with technical help 
and financial services, with 
the goal of transforming 
them into official NYC poli-
cies.

“The strength of immi-
grant communities is their 
entrepreneurship and self-
reliance, but these busi-
nesses still need City help 
to grow and add jobs,” said 
Reshma Saujani, executive 
director of the Fund for 

Public Advocacy. 
“We did something gov-

ernment seldom does—we 
walked through the front 
door of immigrant-owned 
businesses and asked them 
what they needed. What we 
heard made clear the need 
to bring City services door 
to door, instead of waiting 
for these owners to come to 
us,” Saujani added.

Mr DeBlasio says immi-
grant businesses are an 
economic blind spot for 
New York City. 

“We set out to solve the 
data deficit so we can start 
tailoring City programs to 
also suit the specific needs 
of immigrant entrepre-
neurs,” he said, adding: 

 “This is one of the most 
dynamic and resilient parts 
of our economy. If they 
actually received help from 
the City commensurate 
with their weight in the 
economy, they could add 
thousands more jobs right 
in their own neighbor-
hoods.”

After serving New York 
City immigrant entrepre-
neurs for 20 years, ACCION 
chief executive, Paul 
Quintero, says, “We believe 
this study underscores 
three important public pol-
icy lessons: 

“First, that there is a 
huge need for creating 
awareness about micro-
lenders and the numerous 
government support serv-
ices that are available for 
entrepreneurs.

“Second, that access to 
capital remains one of the 
three highest priorities for 
immigrant entrepreneurs.

 “And third, that oper-
ational collaboration 
between the public and 
non-profit sectors can 
achieve greater outcomes 
than individual efforts.”

The survey, developed 
in consultation with the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, identified a sig-
nificant disconnect between 
City-sponsored programs 
and immigrant businesses 
in need of assistance. It 
found:

~ 92% of the business-
es surveyed reported not 

receiving services to start, 
sustain, or grow;

~ 51% of businesses that 
did not receive services 
were unaware help pro-
grams existed;

~ Of those few businesses 
who received services, 69% 
reported them as helpful:

~ 79% of business own-
ers wanted support services 
including financial assist-
ance (33%), legal guid-
ance (25%), and marketing 
(23%); 

~ 87% of immigrant 
businesses did not have 
websites, compared to 51% 

of small businesses nation-
ally.

 The report urges City 
agencies to dispense exist-
ing business services such 
as credit counseling, mar-
keting support and help 
navigating the permitting 
process through commu-
nity-based non-profits and 
organizations that can 
interact with immigrant 

entrepreneurs at their 
place of business and in 
their own languages. 

In order to help support 
these small businesses and 
create jobs, the Fund for 
Public Advocacy will launch 
a series of pilot programs 
which, if successful, will 
give the public advocate a 
green light to press for the 

    MICHAEL SMITH
    OWNER, THE GRIFFIN SECURITY AGENCY

Michael Smith turned a partnership with 

Con Edison into growth and success for his 

company, his community and our city.

Michael started The Griffin Security Agency 

in the Bronx with just 40 employees. Today, 

thanks in part to the Con Edison Supplier 

Diversity Program, his company provides 

more than 500 local jobs.  

We’re always looking for entrepreneurs, like 

Michael Smith, who are ready to plug into a 

new network of opportunities. 

 

Find out if your business is ready to grow with 

us. Visit ConEd.com/supplierdiversity or call 
212-460-3076.

I started off with small 
jobs but in no time I bid on 
a big project—and won. 
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The Caribbean Business Report
Immigrant businesses thrive in New York City

— But City Support is needed to grow, add jobs

Bill DiBlasio.
 Office of the NYC Public Advocate

Continued on page 20
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5 Showrooms 
Open 7 Days!

5 Showrooms 
Open 7 Days!

Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

HUNTINGTON
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

www.uwds.com

BRONX WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

NO
SALES
TAX!

GRAND OPENING
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

ROOFING
Oakridge Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

AWNINGS & CARPORTSAWNINGS & CARPORTS
Door Hoods

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

$
$ 17991999

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Q

COUPON

Reg $389.00

36” x 80”

•

599

GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

$899 $899 $949 $949 189$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
MOLDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

NOW $$ 499699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

No TAX!10 Colors Optional

FULLY INSTALLED

•HEAVY DUTY Z FRAME
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•DEAD BOLT AND DOOR KNOB
•GLASS AND SCREEN

COUPON

•100's Colors and Styles Certain Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SI ID NG
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Duration
TruDefinition™

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

429 $359Fully Installed

• Foam filled frame
    and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. 
    R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

RIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWSWE
T

Sale Prices Valid April 1st though April 30th

LOW E GLASS 
ARGON GAS

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5ft.

TLCL



Page 17 • Caribbean Life • Brooklyn/Staten Island • Apr. 20-26, 2012

Written by:�Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

Unified takes over U.S. Window Factory….
 We were all very proud to announce that we took over the U.S. Window Factory location at 130-11 Atlantic 
Ave. Richmond Hill. For the past 25 years, U.S. Window Factory manufactured windows and doors for residential 
and commercial use in Queens and South Carolina. At the companies height, they sold and installed $25 million 
a year in products. As U.S. Window was winding down all their operations, we at Unified stepped in to help 
complete some jobs sold by U.S. Windows to prevent those customers from losing their deposits.

The location is currently being converted for use as our fifth location so that all of our products can be displayed. 
Since Unified sells windows, doors, siding, roofing, stone work, attic insulation and awnings, there is quite a bit 
of work to be done but the doors were opened on April 1st, nonetheless.

Having been in business since 1989, our entire office staff of more than 50 employees and our approximately 60 
installers have helped to make our company one of the largest and fastest growing companies of its kind in the 
Tri-State region. With over 150 jobs being completed each week, we are also quite proud of our A+ rating with 
the Better Business Bureau.

I think our credentials also speak volumes:  

• US Department of Energy, Energy Star Partner

• National Grid Authorized Weatherization Contractor

• Building Performance Institute BPI Certified Licensed Home Analyst

• GAF Building Materials Roofing Installation Authorized Installer

• Owens Corning Platinum Preferred Roofing Contractor, Top of the House Contractor Certified in
  Roofing, Insulation and Ventilation

• Pella Certified Contractor

• National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI)

• CertainTeed Building Products 5 Star Contractor, Pro Dialog Contractor Elite Status, Education and
   Development Program Certificate Holder, Master Craftsman Certified and Master Millwork Certified

• Alside Building Materials Authorized Installer Program Certified

• Vinyl Siding Institute VSI Certified Installers

• Ideal Windows Certified Factory Trained Program

• NY/Long Island Better Business Bureau Accredited Business Program

• Provia Doors National Platinum Certification

For a free in home estimate please call (888)631-2131 or visit one of our five showrooms which are open 
7 days a week.
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the Barbados Civil Aviation 
Department also sent cor-
respondence to REDjet 
recently in which it dis-
closed plans to suspend the 
Air Operators Certificate it 
had issued to the airline.

“We have not withdrawn 
it (nor) have we consid-
ered doing it,” Minister 
Maginley said in a short 
statement on the matter to 
the Observer Media.

REDjet’s decision to 
suspend its operation 
announced on March 16 
affected its Antigua to 
Guyana service that was 
introduced last November 
as well as its Antigua to 
Barbados service that was 
due to start in June.

The Trinidad and Tobago 
Civil Aviation Authority 
said its decision was based 
on the actions of Barbados.

Grenada

Chairman of the ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDC), Kenrick Fullerton, 

recently appeared in a 
Grenada court on four 
fraud charges.

He has been charged 
with two counts of forgery 
and two counts of uttering 
forged documents one week 
after he returned from the 
United States.

Fullerton was elected 
NDC chairman during the 
party’s 2011 convention 
despite protests from politi-
cal leader, Tillman Thomas, 
who felt that his role as 
a contract civil servant 
did not allow him to hold 
a political office. He has 
since resigned as adviser to 
the minister of sports.

Fullerton made his 
first court appearance at 
the Grenville Magistrate 
Court and the matter was 
adjourned until next month.

Guyana

A judge has dismissed 
rape charges against 
Guyana’s commissioner of 
police.

Chief Justice Ian Chang 

gave the ruling recently 
saying prosecutors did not 
have sufficient evidence 
for the case against Henry 
Greene to go foward.

Greene had previously 
obtained a court order that  
temporarily barred the 
police from charging him 
with the offence.

He was sent on leave in 
December after a 34-year-
old woman accused him of 
raping her at a hotel in  late 
November and said officers 
refused to take her com-
plaint.

The police chief has 
denied the allegations and 
said the sex was consen-
sual.

Chang said prosecutors 
could file new charges if 
they found more evidence 
in the case.

Guyana

Doctors and lawyers are 
among those in the higher 
income bracket guilty of 
not filing taxes.

And the Guyana Revenue 

Authority (GRA) intends to 
crack down on these tax 
evaders.

GRA Commissioner 
Khurshid Sattaur said 
categories of profession-
als guilty of this practice 
included doctors, lawyers, 
accountants, pharmacists, 
land surveyors, dentists, 
civil engineers and archi-
tects.

He said that there were 
more than 530 people in 
such professions required 
to pay practicing and serv-
ing fees which were due at 
the end of February.

According to reports, 
of the more than 300 
doctors,less than 35 com-
ply and less than 20 of the 
over 105 lawyers comply in 
taking out a practitioner’s 
certificate.  

Sattaur warned that the 
commission will be putting 
steps in place to deal with 
defaulters this year.

Haiti

The United Nations mis-

sion in Haiti is worried that 
a scarcity of resources will 
prompt a further scale-back 
on services to Haitians who 
were made homeless after 
the 2010 earthquake.

UN official Nigel Fisher 
said in a statement that a 
request last year to inter-
national donors for US$382 
million only brought in 55 
percent of that amount. 
That has led to the with-
drawal of services in the 
camps that house thou-
sands of people displaced 
by the earthquake.

The world body is now 
hoping to receive US$53.9 
million for the upcoming 
rainy season, which has 
begun to soak Haiti’s capi-
tal at night.

The Jan. 12, 2010 earth-
quake devastated Port au 
Prince and other cities in 
the south. 

St. Vincent

Three Trinidadians were 
each sentenced to nine 
years in jail on charges of 

possession of 472 pounds of 
marijuana and attempting 
to export the illegal drug 
on May 24, 2011.

Desmond Pavy, 42, Jovel 
Espenoza, 22, and Terry 
Bannister were found 
guilty by Justice Frederick 
Bruce-Lyle in the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme Court 
in Kingstown recently.

The men were held after 
their pirogue was inter-
cepted by the Coast Guard 
in the north of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines.

Coast Guard officers 
retrieved the marijuana, 
which was thrown over-
board.

In passing sentence 
Justice Bruce-Lyle said, 
“the appropriate sentence 
I see is nine years on each  
count, to run concurrent-
ly.”

The court also ordered 
that the boat engines and 
other items attached to or 
found inside the boat be 
forfeited.

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued from page 2

Edible Arrangements International, Inc., the industry leader of high quality, artistically designed 
fresh fruit arrangements, has many options to choose from including the Chocolate Banana Daisy® 
filled with ripe banana slices dipped in a delicious combination of white and semisweet chocolate, 

and arranged with fresh strawberries, cantaloupe, grapes, and pineapple daisies. Don’t forget about 
our Chocolate Dipped Strawberries with mixed toppings! This decadent box of fruit includes sweet 

strawberries, all hand-dipped in our gourmet semisweet chocolate blend and covered in shaved 
coconut and crushed almonds.

Customers can order these or any other Edible Arrangements products at their local 
Edible Arrangements stores located at 

– This year, show appreciation for your Administrative Professional’s berry hard work with a deli-
cious fresh fruit bouquet. Our arrangements are made to order to ensure freshness and will make 

any Administrative Professional smile. Make your bouquet extra special by adding chocolat dipped 
fruit; a delicious way to sweeten the recognition!

l I h d l d

elicious way to sweeten the 

SHOW APPRECIATION FOR BERRY 
HARD WORK!

--Extra effort pays off with Edible Arrangements®-- 

or visit us online at www.ediblearrangements.com

1557 Ralph Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11236

718-451-3344
158-18 Crossbay Blvd, Howard Beach ,NY 11414

718-848-3344
-or- 

Waste is no longer something to get 
rid of, it’s a resource. As North America’s 
leading recycler, Waste Management 
processes over 8 million tons 
of paper, glass, plastic and
metal each year – enough to fill 
the Empire State Building 
more than 12 times. By 2020, 
our goal is to nearly triple the 
amount of materials we recover 
through the use of innovative 
technologies that capture 
more of the value in waste.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Waste Equals Opportunity 
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Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-276-40001-800-276-4000

In the Poconos -- 90 mins. from NYC! 

Timing is everything.
Mortgage rates are the lowest in decades!

Home prices have never been more attractive!
There has never been a better time 

to move... into new home of your own!

$199,900199,900
Only $1,585 Per Mo.  $7,000 DownOnly $1,585 Per Mo.  $7,000 Down

SHOWN ABOVE THE COUNTRY HOME  
4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM 

/ DINING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / WHIRLPOOL
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE
TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE 

/ COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING 
/ TURN KEY READY

Complete!Complete!
No Hidden Costs!No Hidden Costs!

LOW LOW 
TAXESTAXES

••
EXPRESSEXPRESS

NYCNYC
BUSES BUSES 
(4 per(4 per
hour)hour)

BUY NOW AND POCKET $5,000 AT CLOSING!BUY NOW AND POCKET $5,000 AT CLOSING!

* $MONTHLY PAYMENT BASED ON YEAR FIXED RATE MORTGAGE AT 4.85 %. 

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST, 
TAXES AND  INSURANCE

2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

Plus -- Save thousands at income tax time!
Your mortgage interest and property taxes 

are fully deductible from your income taxes!
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By  Vinette K. Pryce
The 100th St. transit bus 

depot in Manhattan was offi-
cially renamed recently in 
honor of the famed Tuskegee 
Airman, the African-American 
fighter pilots of World War II.

During a ceremony on 
March 23, a bronze plaque 
was installed in the entryway 
of the depot, summarizing 
the accomplishments of the 
airmen and listing the names 
of the 12 airmen who for-
merly worked for the transit 
system. 

Additionally, the façade 
now bears the facility’s new 
name as well as a medallion 
featuring iconic images of the 
Airmen.

Reportedly, 12 of the air-

men began working for NYC 
Transit after the war, creat-
ing an unbreakable bond that 
was formally recognized at a 
ceremony at the facility.

Reginald T. Brewster, 
Victor A. Collymore, Conrad 
A. DeSandies, Harry R. 
Dickerson, John R. Freeman, 
Noel R. Harris, Oscar W. 
Hawkins, Austin D. Mckenzie, 
Maury M. Reid, Jr. Percy E. 
Sutton, Victor W. Terrelonge 
and Fred O. Wilson are the 
distinguished men.

Only two – Brewster and 
Harris are alive to witness the 
historic honor.

“In renaming this state-of-
the art facility, the Tuskegee 
Airmen Bus Depot, we pay 
homage to all of these former 

transit workers and to the 
memories of all of the trail-
blazing Tuskegee Airmen 
who broke through racial 
barriers at home just as they 
outthought and outfought 
America’s enemies over-
seas,” NYC Transit President 
Thomas F. Prendergast said.

The Tuskegee Airmen, 
named for Tuskegee, Alabama 
where they trained, were the 
first African-Americans per-
mitted to fight in America’s 
segregated military of World 
War II. 

“Tuskegee Airmen” refers 
to all who were involved in 
the controversial “Tuskegee 
Experience,” which approved 
the Army Air Corps’ program 
to train African-Americans 

to fly and maintain combat 
aircraft. The airmen includ-
ed navigators, bombardiers, 
instructors, maintenance and 
support staff, as well as ground 
crew personnel responsible 
for supporting the pilots and 
maintaining the aircraft.

There were individuals and 
groups opposing the effort. 
They argued that it would 
take years to train mechanics 
to service the planes. They 
contended that a waste of 
money and training would 
surpass the war. The recruits 
proved them wrong and the 
enlisted trainees completed 
their training in record time. 
It is understood that ‘after 
many delays due to blatant 
and shameless discrimina-

tion, the 332nd Fighter 
Group, comprised of the 
99th, 100th, 301st and 302nd 
Fighter Squadrons, was final-
ly allowed to participate in the 
war following an impassioned 
endorsement from First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt.’

The Tuskegee Airmen far 
exceeded expectations for air-
men of any race. With respect 
to the mechanics, it is worth 
noting that the Tuskegee 
Airmen were initially assigned 
hand-me-down aircraft con-
sidered insufficient for other 
units.

Reportedly, it often took 
several surplus planes to 
make one flight-worthy air-
craft. A testament to the skill 
of the mechanics and other 
ground crew members is the 
success of the pilots. In fierce 
aerial combat over Europe 
and Africa, the Tuskegee 
Airmen pilots experienced 
minimal loss of the bomb-
ers to enemy aircraft fire, an 
achievement unmatched by 
any other unit.

The impressive combina-
tion of courage and exem-
plary performance in combat 
eventually generated requests 
from all-White bomber units 
for the “Red Tails” to escort 
their bombers over the 
dangerous Axis territory in 
Europe.

In a documentary released 
earlier this year, “Red Tails” 
spotlights the heroics 

achieved by the pioneering 
men of color.

The achievements of the 
Tuskegee Airmen are par-
ticularly noteworthy because 
they occurred during a time 
when the adversity and injus-
tice of racial discrimination 
were not only tolerated, but 
encouraged and, in fact, insti-
tutionalized by the US Armed 
Forces. 

The Tuskegee Airmen’s 
faith in the ideals expressed 
in America’s Constitution 
was so great, that first and 
foremost, they fought for the 
right to fight. 

Then they fought selflessly 
in combat for the country 
despite the racial discrimina-
tion encountered during the 
war and the knowledge that 
discrimination awaited them 
upon their return home.

As a direct result of the 
dynamics set in motion by the 
achievements of the Tuskegee 
Airmen, racial discrimination 
was banned in 1948 in all U.S. 
Armed Forces via President 
Harry Truman’s Executive 
Order No. 9981. 

Moreover, their trailblaz-
ing efforts are credited with 
contributing toward the 
enactment of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. 

On March 29, 2007, the 
Tuskegee Airmen were award-
ed the Congressional Gold 
Medal, the nation’s highest 
civilian award.

We Gave Out Over $35 Million 
in Loans Last Year

NEED SOME?

Where people are worth more than money

Landscape the Yard

Furnish Your Home

Buy Merchandise

Remodel Your Home

Expand Your Business

Educate A Child

Home Improvement 
LOANS AVAILABLE

Open Saturdays 9am–1pm

www.brfcu.org

NYC Transit depot named for Tuskegee Airmen

mer unless Congress acts 
soon. Given that extending 
the 3.4 percent rate will 
cost $5.6 billion a year, get-
ting this Congress to act 
may be problematical.

Two-thirds of college 
seniors who graduated in 
2010 had student loan debt, 
and the average balance 
was more than $25,000, 
according to the Project 
on Student Debt. They find 
the average debt for stu-
dents at public universi-
ties is about $20,000, but 
grows to between $27,650 
and $33,050 for students at 
private schools.

A woman pays exactly 
the same for her college 
education that a man does. 
That debt load is especially 

hard on women. They make 
less at work, they have just 
as much, if not more, in 
student loan debt for the 
extra degrees they need to 
keep up, and they will prob-
ably have to work longer in 
order to meet their finan-
cial obligations and save for 
retirement.

Equal pay for equal work 
is not only an issue of fair-
ness, but would go a long 
way toward helping women 
- and their families - break 
even.

Donna Seymour, 
Potsdam, N.Y. is the com-
munications director for 
AAUW-NYS, a member 
of the national AAUW-
Voices Project and the St. 
Lawrence County Branch, 
AAUW.

Continued from page 10

More education doesn’t 
close pay gap for women

Immigrant businesses thrive in New York City
City to adopt them as offi-
cial policy. 

The Fund will:
~ Develop a program 

with micro-lenders to pro-
vide 200 businesses with 
credit counseling, debt 
management, legal assist-
ance and budgeting help.

~  Partner with tech firms 
to expand online marketing 
and social media presence 
for 200 immigrant small 
businesses.

~  Create and distrib-
ute a tool-kit of existing 
support programs directly 

to 5,000 immigrant-owned 
businesses.

~  Host a five-borough lis-
tening tour with the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, 
the Center for a New Urban 
Future, and other local 
community-based organiza-
tions to help City programs 
maximize job creation at 
immigrant firms.

“Immigrant small busi-
ness owners move neigh-
borhood economies across 
the city,” said.  Yet, open-

ing and running a small 
business is difficult.”

 Coates added:
“Many do not access 

NYC services or communi-
cate well with the city for a 
variety of reasons including 
lack of technological savvy, 
language, time constraints, 
and other cultural barriers.

“Dealing with and access-
ing city services should not 
be an impediment to run-
ning a small business.”

To address this issue, 

Coates said it’s “important 
tom it is important for NYC 
to partner with community 
based organizations who 
have relationships with 
owners and have built the 
trust of the community, to 
facilitate these businesses’ 
connection to City support 
services.

“Immigrant entrepre-
neurs look for the best path 
to grow their businesses, 
and the city should make it 
clear for them,”  

Read the full report at: 
http://advocate.nyc.gov/
immigrant-business.

Caribbean Business ReportContinued from page 15
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nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc

PICK UP YOUR FREE TREE AT THE FOLLOWING GIVEAWAY LOCATIONS (RAIN OR SHINE):

MillionTreesNYC 
Spring 2012 
Tree GiveawaysFREE TREES!

   Some simple rules: 

Limit one tree per household. 

Trees must be planted in the five 
boroughs.  

Trees must be planted on private 
property (ex: front/back yard).  

Trees cannot be planted along streets.  

Trees must be properly watered and 
maintained.

Saturday, April 28 – 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Partner: Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club

Pick-Up Location: 23-02 Francis Lewis Blvd

Saturday, April 28 – 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Partner: Roackaway Civic Association

Pick-Up Location: 533 Beach 126th Street

Saturday, May 5 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: PSMS 219Q

Pick-Up Location: 144-39 Gravett Rd

Saturday, May 19 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: New York Anti-Crime
Pick-Up Location: Astoria Park

Saturday, May 19 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: PS 173

Pick-Up Location: 174-10 67th Ave

Sunday, May 20 – 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Partner: 4Boro Neighborhood Preservation Alliance

Pick-Up Location: 70th Ave & Queens Blvd (Macdonald Park)

QUEENS

Quantities are limited. 

Trees available on a first-come 
first-served basis.

* IMPORTANT *
Dates and times subject to change.

Check www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
 for the most recent updates.

For more information on tree giveaways, visit 
www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
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By Kingsley Dougan
The Organization for 

International Development 
(OID) Inc. hosts its annu-
al Fundraising Spring 
Luncheon Sunday, May 6 
at the VIP Country Club, 
600 Davenport Ave., New 
Rochelle, N.Y. 

In 1990, dentist Dr. Roy 
Streete and a group of car-
ing individuals who wanted 
to improve the quality of 
life for the underprivileged 
in areas around the world, 
founded the Organization for 
International Development 
Inc.  

OID is now a multidis-
ciplinary, multifaceted, 
non-political, not-for-profit 
organization registered 
with the IRS as a 501©3 
entity. It funds academi-
cally-talented students and 
helps with building librar-
ies and health centers.

Over the years, this group 
of volunteers has, and con-
tinues to travel to Jamaica 
and other areas of the 
Caribbean, Ghana, Ethiopia, 
Haiti, India and within the 
U.S. giving much-needed 
service in the areas of pedi-
atrics, gynecology, medi-

cine, social services, dental, 
ophthalmology, physical 
therapy, and computer sci-
ence. Their motto, “Helping 
Others to Help Themselves” 
is an integral part of what 
the OID volunteers.

OID sponsors vocation-
al programs, have helped 
rebuild homes in disrepair.

For more information 
contact: For tickets, con-
tact: Dr. Roy Streete (718 
652-3978), Gloria Stephens 
(718 994-6866) or Carol 
Biersay (718 325-56060. All 
proceeds will benefit OID’s 
2012 medical missions.

Helping others to help themselves

Is a full service office and residential cleaning, 
painting, snow removal and floor refinishing company 
with commercial and residential contracts through out 

the metro New York area.  
It offers a full range of services including cleaning, strip-

ping & waxing, painting and wall care, 
gardening, messenger service and 

short term specialized services.

For inquiries or to schedule an assessment, please call 
our office at

 718-788-4050 or cheighter@iclinc.net

5 0  N e v i n s  S t r e e t  *  B r o o k l y n ,  N . Y.  1 1 2 1 7 
*  7 1 8 - 7 8 8 - 4 0 5 0 ( T )  *  7 1 8 - 7 9 7 - 4 6 1 3 ( F )

NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Over 25 years of legal 
experience on your side

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568

The Airport Authority 
of Trinidad and Tobago 
(AATT) will increase its 
Passenger Service (for-
merly Departure Tax) from 
TT$100 to $200, effective 
from June 1, 2012.

Transport Minister 
Devant Maharaj said the 
decision to hike the tax 
was taken by the AATT 

board on Feb. 2.
He noted that the last 

increase was 10 years ago.
Maharaj said the increase 

was small compared to the 
prices people paid for visas 
and airline tickets.

In 2008, the Departure 
Tax was replaced by the 
Passenger Service charge 
on each individual trav-

el ticket with the excep-
tion of tickets issued to 
those individuals who were 
exempted from the pay-
ment of the tax under the 
existing law.

Maharaj said the increase 
was to fully recover the 
cost of the provision of 
security at the internation-
al checkpoints.

Trinidad airport tax hike
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As seen on the
Dr. Oz Show

After

Dramatic results within a matter 
of weeks with our safe & effective 

medical weight loss program!

NO Expensive Supplements

NO Meals to Buy

NO Meetings to Attend

NO Surgery

Plans for men & women

718.285.8807
Brooklyn and Long Island Locations 516.295.7400

www.ConquertheCrave.com

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

M.D. Supervised Program

Before

Caribbean Life callers 
sign up by April 30th to 

save an additional

10% OFF

We know how 
to help you... 
get better, 
feel better, 
be better!!!

Physical Therapy Associates of Queens 
“Your Neighborhood Movement Specialist”

Most Insurances Accepted. Workers Compensation, No Fault, Metroplus, Medicare, HealthFirst/Plus – State of the Art Facilities

M. W. F. 9AM–7PM, Tue. 10AM–6PM, Sat. 9AM–3PM
In Parkslope, Brooklyn - 

In East Brooklyn - 
Monday-Saturday 9–3PM

Call Now 
For Your 

Free 
Consultation

Specializing in Orthopedics, Geriatrics, No Fault, Workers Compensation, Stroke Rehabilitation!

State Of 
The Art 

Facilities
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By Sharon Gordon
The event, Women 

Celebrating Women began 
as a “thank you party” in  
1991 dedicated to the many 
women who had worked dili-
gently to elect  Una Clarke to 
the New York City Council. 

The event was organized 
to  coincide with Women’s 
History Month in the United 
States. Now  celebrating 20 
years, Women Celebrating 
Women have recognized 
hundreds  of women from 
all areas of society.

On Palm Sunday, April 
1, an international gather-
ing of women along  with 
their families and friends 
converged on the Tropical 
Ballroom in  Brooklyn for 
the 20th annual Women 
Celebrating Women Grand 
Gala. The  auspicious red 
carpet affair featured a who’s 
who of New York elected  
officials, community leaders 
and members of the private 
and public  sector. 

Among the 15 distin-
guished honorees repre-
senting various  disciplines, 
many are immigrants who 
came to America in search 

of the  “American Dream.” 
These women were recog-
nized for their tireless  efforts 
and their commitment to 
community development.  

In addressing those 
gathered, Dr.  Una Clarke 

remarked that “This celebra-
tion is the  acknowledge-
ment by the women of the 
PDPA and our nominating 
committee  that you are 
women of excellence, role 
models and contributors to 

the  development of women 
and our community.” The 
PDPA is the Brooklyn  based 
Progressive Democrats 
Political Association found-
ed by Dr. Clarke and her 
supporters more than 20 

years ago.
In her address, 

Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke said, “I applaud the  
leadership of this organiza-
tion, Dr. Una S.T. Clarke, 
C.D., the  founder and com-

mittee members who have 
made an immeasurable 
impact on  the children, 
families, and friends of this 
community.”

In  acknowledging that 
the road to equality was and 
still remain a  difficult path 
to pave Congresswoman 
Clarke added, “let us con-
tinue  to work together to 
ensure a brighter future 
for the next generation  of 
women.”

The women gathered and 
so did their families, friends 
and supporters  who packed 
the Tropical Ballroom to 
more than its capacity. The 
Isaiah Youth Drummers 
caused a stir when they 
received  three encores 
which caused two Nigerian 
women, dressed regally in  
traditional wear to do an 
impromptu demonstration 
of an African dance, which 
had everyone on their feet.

Congress Woman Clarke 
reminded everyone to  be 
mindful of their actions or 
lack of it with regards to 
civic  engagement as “com-
placency becomes complic-
it!” 

Women Celebrating Women grand gala

Women Celebrating Women honorees with Congresswoman Yvette Clarke and her mother, Dr. Una Clarke; 
from left, Inez King, Dr. Bernice Dema, Rita Joseph, Yvonne Maynard, Elizabeth Gonsalves and Audrey 
Doorn, Congresswoman Yvette Clarke, Dr. Una Clarke, Nadine Ranger-Akinyemi, Rose Graham, Gemma 
Thomas-Ahyase, Victoria Mitchell and Ancilla Friday. Photo by Sharon Gordon

FREE W
IFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 718-692-1515
Board Certified Otolaryngology. 
Ear, Nose & Throat–Facial Plastic Surgery

2256 Hendrickson Street (1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

687B Washington Ave (at Prospect Place)

347-240-4217
All major credit cards accepted

RESTAURANT

Healthy Jamaican Cuisine

TRY US AND COMPARE!

FREE

DELIVERY

$10 Minimum

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,700

$1,400

$1,600

$1,100

$1,400
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Hostos Community
College

Division of
Continuing Education & Workforce Development

✦✦ Basic Automotive Maintenance
✦ Case Management Certificate Program
✦ Certified Nursing Assistant Program
✦ Childcare Provider 
✦✦ Credentialed Alcohol & Substance Abuse Counselor
✦ Electrocardiography Technician
✦ Food Protection
✦ Grant Writing  
✦ Hands-On Automotive Transmission
✦ Health Information Management
✦ Microsoft Office 
✦ Nonprofit Management  
✦ Personal Trainer
✦ Pharmacy Technician Test Prep
✦ Phlebotomy Technician
✦ Real Estate

✦ Real Estate Sales Person
✦ 30 Hour Remedial Course
✦ Basic Property Management
✦ Basic Construction Project Management
✦ Tenant Law

✦ Security Officer
✦ Teacher Assistant

✹Also

Expand your skills set & marketability 
with our 29 certificate programs

Hostos College for Kids Summer
Academy is available. In addition, 

we offer English-as-a-Second
Language, General Equivalency

Diploma and personal 
enrichment courses.

Call to Register 718-518-6656 

Bring this ad and receive a 10% discount!

Tel 718-518-6656    Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
500 Grand Concourse, Room B-208    Bronx, NY  10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Open
Houses

Saturday, May 19  11:00am-1:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451

Thursday, June 7  6:00pm-8:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451

✹Free!

Saturday, May 19  11:00am-1:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451

Thursday, June 7  6:00pm-8:00pm
Savoy Multi Purpose Room

120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451
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By Nelson A. King
A large number of 

Vincentians in the United 
States on March 26 paid 
their last respects to 
Stella Dennie, the wife of 
former St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines’ Education 
Minister Alphonso Dennie, 
who died on March 18 after 
a prolonged illness. She 
was 82.

Attorney-at-law Olin 
Dennie, the Dennies’ 
eldest son, told mourn-
ers at Fenimore Street 
United Methodist Church 
in Brooklyn, where Mrs. 
Dennie had worshipped 
and was a member of the 
church’s Chancel Choir, 
that his mother never fully 
recovered after she suf-
fered the first of a series of 
strokes on May 9, 2009. 

Vincentians, primarily 
nationals from Troumaca, 
the popular village on St. 
Vincent’s western coast, 
where Mrs. Dennie was 
born, grew up and edu-
cated, jammed the pews 
at the church, whose con-
gregants are also predomi-

nantly Vincentians, for the 
wake and funeral service. 
The church also boasts 
nationals from, among 
other countries, Jamaica, 
Guyana, Barbados, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Belize, and the 
United States.

In his eulogy, an admix-
ture of sorrow and exhila-
ration, Olin Dennie, who 
practices law in Kingstown, 
the Vincentian capital, told 
mourners that their large 
presence “bears ample 
testimony of the highest 
esteem” they had for his 
mother, who was also the 

aunt of former West Indies 
wicketkeeper and manager, 
T. Michael Findlay. Findlay’s 
mother, Valcina Findlay, 
one of Mrs. Dennie’s elder 
sisters, predeceased her on 
July 13, 2008.

“My mother loved her 
family dearly,” Olin Dennie 
said. “She was the ideal 
mother. She stood guard to 
protect us from the spheres 
of life. She was a strict dis-
ciplinarian.

“Mom was a woman of 
stout heart,” he added. 
“The richness of her life 
will serve as an inspiration 
to us.” 

In addition, Olin Dennie, 
for the first time publicly, 
thanked his mother for 
caring, for over 20 years, 
for his autistic daughter, 
Nisha. 

“I will always remember 
her for that, [too],” he said. 
“We’ll always miss you, 
dearest mom. But we take 
comfort from the fact that 
you lived a rich and blessed 
life.”

Olin Dennie said his 
mother was born on July 

27 “many, many moons 
ago” (actually in 1929, 
according to the Dennies’ 
second son, Trevor, a bank-
er in Ellingtown, PA) and 
educated at the Troumaca 
Primary School, where 
she obtained her School 
Leaving’s Certificate.

She also attended the 
Troumaca Methodist 
Church, where she was 
also a member of the choir, 
under the directorship of 
the late Albina Byam.

Ostensibly in pursuit of 
Mrs. Dennie, Olin said his 
father soon became a mem-
ber of the church choir, 
and the couple wed on Dec. 
22, 1950 at the Kingstown 
Methodist Church. They 
later produced seven chil-
dren. Besides Olin and 
Trevor, the others are 
Amorelle, Monica, Roslyn, 
Alexander (Allick) and 
Cheryl.

Trevor Dennie said in an 
exclusive Caribbean Life 
interview that the fam-
ily lived in several plac-
es in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, mostly where 

their father was posted as a 
head teacher.

The family also moved 
to Barbados in 1975, a 
year after Alphonso Dennie 
lost the 1974 general elec-
tions in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines. He was 
assistant principal, for 
some time, at Metropolitan 
High School in St. Michael, 
Barbados.

From Barbados, Trevor 
Dennie said his mother 
migrated to New York, with 
some family members, in 
1978. Alphonso Dennie 

remained in Barbados for 
a while, subsequently mov-
ing back to St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, where he 
currently resides.

“She spoiled us rotten 
but kept us straight,” said 
Trevor of his mom, adding:  
“They (parents) were both 
disciplinarians.” 

Cynthia Grant, presi-
dent of Fenimore Street 
United Methodist Church’s 
Chancel Choir, a registered 
nurse, urged the Dennie 
family to “trust in the Lord 
with all your heart.”

Vincies mourn death of Stella Dennie

The Dennie children in front pew join congregation in 
singing hymn. Photo by Nelson A. King

Stella Dennie.

Paerdegat Day Camp, The Premier Value In Day Camping In The Brooklyn Area,
Is Committed To Creating Wonderful Summer Memories For Your Child.

DOOR TO DOOR
TRANSPORTATION We gladly

accept:
ACD, HRA,
1199, TWU

&
UNION

VOUCHERS

CAMP 
OFFICE
HOURS 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
9AM TO 9PM

(ALL PROGRAMS ON-SITE)

For Directions go to
www.paerdegat.com

AGES 2-15

CALL NOW...Enrollment is Limited!
Paerdegat Athletic Club

718.531.1111

 Lunch & Snacks Included
 Trips Included
 Camp pictures, bag & 

 shirt included

 Full Gymnastics Center

 New! 

Video 
Security 
System REGISTER NOW 

For 2012/2013 FREE Universal Pre-K 
Program For Children Age 4

   By Dec. 31, 2012

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby given
that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of New York ("City") has proposed
the sale of the following City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Brooklyn: 

Addresses Blocks/Lots
315 Jerome Street 3998/6
521 Linwood Street 4035/115
525-27 Linwood Street 4035/13
535 Linwood Street 4035/113

Under HPD's Low Income Rental Program, sponsors purchase City-owned land or vacant buildings and construct or
rehabilitate multifamily buildings in order to create affordable rental housing.  Construction and permanent financing is
provided through loans from private institutional lenders and from public sources including HPD, the New York City
Housing Development Corporation, the State of New York, and the federal government. Additional funding may also be
provided from the syndication of low-income housing tax credits. The newly constructed or rehabilitated buildings provide
rental housing to low-income families. Subject to project underwriting, up to 20% of the units may be rented to
formerly homeless families.
On September 15, 2010 (Cal. No. 13), as amended by a technical amendment dated February 3, 2012 (together, the
"Original Approval"), the Mayor approved the disposition of Block 4035, Lots 13, 113 and 115 ("Parcel A") and Block
3998, Lot 6 ("Parcel B") in the Borough of Brooklyn to Cypress Homes Housing Development Fund Corporation ("Sponsor")
for the new construction of seven 3-unit buildings containing 21 dwelling units ("Original Project"). Under the Original
Project, four 3-unit buildings were to be constructed on Parcel A and three 3-unit buildings were to be constructed 
on Parcel B.
HPD is proposing that the Original Approval as it relates to Parcel A be amended to provide for the new construction of
one 12-unit building instead of four 3-unit buildings. When completed, the project will contain one 12-unit building on
Parcel A, in addition to the three 3-unit buildings to be constructed on Parcel B as contemplated by the Original Project,
for a total of 21 dwelling units. The remaining terms of the Original Project will be unchanged.    
The appraisal, proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Plan are available for public examination at the office of
HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 9-C11, New York, New York on business days during business hours.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on May 2, 2012 at Second Floor Conference Room, 22 Reade
Street, Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which time and
place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition
Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter.
Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract Services, Public Hearings
Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than seven (7) business days
prior to the public hearing. TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

nyc.gov/hpd

MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG
Mayor

MATHEW M. WAMBUA
Commissioner
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Now Carrying 
Ernest Hemingway 
Vintage Inspired 

Eyewear

Call For Pricing & Info

The Law Office of
Jennifer Garcia

www.bklyndivorcelawyer.com
www.divorcionuevayork.com

1041 - 44 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219

347-915-0651

GENERAL& COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CARLY WALLIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

By Gideon Manasseh
At the Alma Rangel 

Senior Citizens Homes 
Community Room in 
Harlem, Metro Manhattan 
Links, Incorporated and 
N.Y. Links joined hands 
and put together 234 sani-
tary packages for women 
and young girls for the “We 
Care For Haiti” initiative. 

Haitians are still suffer-
ing from the Jan. 12, 2011, 
disastrous 7.0 earthquake 
which hit Haiti’s capital, 
Port-au-Prince and caused 
massive devastation to the 
city. It is estimated that 
the quake destroyed more 

than 4,000 buildings in the 
capital and caused 250,000 
fatalities. Lack of food, 
clean water, medical care 

and the spread of disease 
still plague the city, of Port-
au-Prince and may push the 
death tolls even higher. 

Metro Links & N.Y. 
Links care for Haiti

From left, Anna Marie Bishop, president N.Y. Metro 
LINKS; Michelle Paterson, Laura Blackburne, Ret. 
judge; Cheryl Joyner, Monica Azar, Orchard Burnside 
and Hazel N. Dukes, N.Y. LINKS & NYS NAACP presi-
dent.   Photo by Gideon Manasseh
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B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Reading newspaper articles can be fun, interest-
ing, and entertaining, but can it save your life or the 
life of your loved ones?

The American Cancer Society estimates that in 
2012, about 241,740 new cases of prostate cancer 
will be diagnosed and about 28,170 men will die of 
prostate cancer. About 1 in 6 men will be diagnosed 
with prostate cancer during his lifetime. Other than 
skin cancer, prostate cancer is the most common 
cancer in American men. 

Prostate cancer can be a serious disease, but most 
men diagnosed with prostate cancer do not die from 
it. In fact, more than 2.5 million men in the United 
States who have been diagnosed with prostate can-
cer at some point are still alive today.*

In this article, we seek advice from two award 
winning urologic surgeons, Dr. Vitaly Raykhman 
and Dr. Yuly Chalik. These two recipients of the 
prestigious Patient’s Choice Award were also named 
America’s Top Urologists of 2009 and 2010. They 
will tell us how to detect prostate cancer in its earli-
est stage and successfully fi ght it.

Doctors, what are the symptoms of prostate can-
cer? Can a man diagnose himself for this disease?

Unfortunately, prostate cancer will usually not 
exhibit outward symptoms in its early stages, so 
the patient is often not aware of the presence of 
a tumor. Because it is important to diagnose this 
disease before any symptoms occur, men over age 
45 are strongly encouraged to undergo an elective 
urological examination at least once a year. 

How do you diagnose prostate cancer?
The fi rst step in diagnosing prostate cancer is 

analyzing PSA (prostate-specifi c antigen) in blood. 

If cancer is suspected, a biopsy will be advisable, 
since it is the only test that can fully confi rm the 
diagnosis of prostate cancer. At NYUI, doctors 
can perform a biopsy under anesthesia directly on 
premises.  

NYUI’s in-house specialized laboratory enables 
our certifi ed and astute pathologist to quickly and 
accurately study prostate cells, shortening your di-
agnosis and treatment time. 

Given the complexity of the diagnosis and of 
prostate cancer in general, we urge readers to be 
tested only using modern equipment at the most up-
to-date clinics, such as NYUI.

What is the most effective method of treatment 
offered at the New York Urologic Institute?

When choosing a method of treatment, we take 
into account the stage of the cancer, the patient’s 
age, risk of complications, as well as the wishes of 
the patient. There are a number of proven treatment 
options available, including radiation therapy, hor-
mone therapy, and surgical treatment. 

To date, the most effective method of combating 
prostate cancer is radiation therapy. Intensity Modu-
lated Radiation Therapy (IMRT) is a unique type of 
radiation therapy offered at NYUI which involves 
the use of computed tomography (CT) to carefully 
pinpoint and map the exact 3-Dimensional shape 
of the tumor. The software carefully calculates the 
dose intensity pattern that will best conform to the 
tumor shape. IMRT allows for more effective radia-
tion to the prostate, while minimizing exposure to 
adjacent normal tissues. With a radiation oncologist 
with over 30 years of experience and the most mod-
ern treatment and diagnostic tools, The New York 
Urologic Institute is a leader in the fi ght against 
prostate cancer.

What would you say to men suffering from 
prostate cancer?

Being diagnosed with prostate cancer doesn’t 
mean you should give up and stop fi ghting. The 
New York Urologic Institute can successfully treat 
this type of cancer if it is diagnosed in its early stag-
es. Our treatment can prolong the lives of prostate 
cancer patients for many years.

We recommend that all men be more attentive to 
their health and to seek professional medical help 
when symptoms fi rst develop.

*Information via the American Cancer Society, 
www.cancer.org

New York Urologic Institute

Prostate Cancer: Stop It Before It’s too Late.

America’s Top Urologists 2009, 2010
Brooklyn: 2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
Queens: 110-11 72nd Ave., Forest Hills, NY 11375

By Deardra Shuler
Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts will be 
experiencing the ultimate 
dance party on Saturday, 
April 21 at 8:00 p.m., when 
singer Gloria Gaynor per-
forms at the venue before a 
full orchestra. She will also 
be sharing the stage with 
the Hitmen and Colonel 
Abrams.

Part of the disco dance 
era, Gloria was born in 
Newark, NJ, and only 19 
when she was signed to 
Columbia Records by Clive 
Davis.  She recorded the 
single “Honey Bee” for 
Columbia Records in 1975. 
Later she recorded her hit 
song, “I Will Survive” in 
1978.  

Gloria has proven she 
has the stuff to survive in 
an industry that can be 
pretty tough sometimes. 
Little did she realize when 
she initially recorded “I 
Will Survive,” she would 
garner a Grammy, the song 
would become the great-
est disco anthem of all 
time and be inducted in 
the Grammy Hall of Fame.  

“I Will Survive” has sold 
over 14 million copies and 
has been translated into 
over 20 languages. Then 
she recorded the first disco 
record to be played on AM 
radio, her hit “Never Can 
Say Good-bye” for MGM. 
The album went gold. Hit 
albums “Experience Gloria 
Gaynor” and “I’ve Got You 
(Under My Skin)” followed.  

I recorded “I Will 
Survive,” while wearing a 
back brace. While perform-
ing at the Beacon Theatre I 
fell backwards over a moni-
tor while doing a skit with 
my background singers.  I 
jumped up, finished the 
show, went out to break-
fast, went home and went 
to bed and when I woke 
up, I was paralyzed from 
the waist down.  I ended 
up getting surgery on my 
back.  That was scary.  The 
surgery was in March and 
I came out of the hospital 
in July.  I then recorded “I 
Will Survive” in October, 
but I was wearing a back 
brace when I did” said the 
enduring singer. 

“When I first read the 

lyrics to “I Will Survive,” 
I saw it as timeless lyr-
ics. The song is now over 
35 years old. It contains 
the type of lyrics that eve-
ryone can relate to.  The 
song was about unrequited 
love.  However, I saw it as 
something related to sur-
vival. I thought I would 
never survive my mother’s 
death, being in a back brace 
and getting surgery on my 
spine. Yet, I survived,” said 
Gloria.  

She toured to Italy 
and Croatia as part of a 
Christmas symphony tour, 
returning to ring in the 
New Year with a concert 
in Las Vegas. Her upcom-
ing gospel CD is entitled 
“He Gave Me Life (I Will 
Survive).” Later this year, 
Gloria plans to release a 
single entitled “All The 
Man That I Need.” 

Gloria  appeared in 
Smokey Joe’s Café on 
Broadway.  She appeared on 
“Don’t Forget the Lyrics,” 
“Donnie and Marie,” “The 
Wayan Brothers,”  “The 70s 
Show” and “Ally McBeal” 
on television.  “I am look-

ing forward to going on 
“Who Do You Think You 
Are?”  This show searches 
out your ancestry. I am try-
ing to arrange my sched-
ule around it so I can go 
on.  I know I have Native 
American Blackfoot Indian 
and Jamaican ancestry, so 
I am really looking forward 
to the show to see what 
else may be in my origins,” 
said the singer who also 
wrote a book called “I Will 
Survive.”

Gloria holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology and 
plans to eventually open a 
nurturing recreation center 
for teenage parents in her 
hometown of Newark, NJ. 
“I wanted to open up a nur-
turing recreation center to 
work with teenage parents 
and their families here in 
America. I want to partner 
with other learning organi-
zations to help the children 
continue their education. I 
want them to learn to fol-
low their passions so they 
can earn money while sup-
porting themselves while 
being happy doing it,” 
explained Gaynor.

 “I used to love to dance 
when younger and wore 
these three-inch heels 
while doing deep bends as 
part of a dance.  Now I have 
knee problems and back 
problems and other things 
I have had to overcome. 
The song “I Will Survive” 
has been important as I 
have overcome challenges. 
I have survived the death 
of my four brothers, my 
mother’s death, a divorce, 
and illness, so I have sur-
vived and “I will survive,” 
claims the enduring per-
former who is quite the 

humanitarian.
Gaynor lends her sup-

port to numerous chari-
ties including the Susan 
G. Comen Breast Cancer 
Foundation (North Jersey 
Affiliate), the Hellenic Times 
Foundation, The Revlon 
Walk For Women and the 
Christian Broadcasting 
Network.  

Ms. Gaynor is a member 
of the United Cerebral Palsy 
Hudson County Board of 
Directors.  She financially 
supports Save the Children, 
sponsors four children 
through the Christian 
Children’s Fund, is a chair 
holder for the New Jersey 
Crime Victims’ Law Center, 
was 2008 Honorary Chair 
for the New York Diabetes 
Association and supports 
Denise Rich’s Angel Ball, 
a foundation for Melanoma 
research.

In addition to these 
charities, Gloria also sup-
ports Bailey House New 
York Restoration Project, 
WomensLaw.org, Miami 
Children’s Hospital and the 
National Network to End 
Domestic Violence.  

Gloria Gaynor appearing at Lehman Center    

Gloria Gaynor.
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Se habla español

By Tequila Minsky
The gallery in Tribeca 

was packed to hear Jany 
Tomba speak at Haiti 
Cultural Exchange’s 
monthly salon, Ann Pale 
(Let’s Speak). Jany Tomba 
was an early generation top 
model. And she is Black.

The new emigrant to the 
U.S. portrayed a fresh face, 
the 60s all-American girl 
next door. 

When she came to the 
U.S. as a teenager from 
Haiti, she had no idea 
what being a model was 
like. During her career, 
Seventeen, Mademoiselle, 
Glamour, Ingénue maga-
zines ran her face on their 
covers as did Simplicity, 
the catalogue of patterns, 
and she was in Macy’s ads, 
up to three times a week. 

“I was living the dream 
and I didn’t even know 
about the dream,” she says 
in the 10-minute video 
made by her artist niece 
Sasha Huber that screened 
in the gallery before she 
spoke. 

Approached on the street 

by an editor at Condé Nast, 
she went to their offices 
and that’s how it started. 
Her first cover was for 
Mademoiselle in ’69 or ’70. 

Jany recognizes that 
the Black Power move-
ment, which came before 
her, charged the social 
and political atmosphere, 
nudging the door ajar for 
her, a young woman of 
color, to enter. “I was new 
to the country and had a 
charming accent, very non-
threatening,” she says of 
how her emigrant status 
worked to an advantage in 
a potentially tense envi-
ronment when it came to 
race.  

She also honestly tells 
it, using photographer’s 
terminology,  “I was easy 
to light. I wasn’t too dark. 
They would put me with a 
blond and a brunette.”

Acknowledging that she 
wasn’t the first Black model, 
Jany mentions Naomi Sims 
as one who came before 
her. Iman and Beverly 
Johnson came after, “But 
we were in a different cat-

egory,” she emphasizes.   “I 
was not high fashion. I was 
‘the approachable’, the girl 
next door wearing clothes 
anyone could wear.”  

During her talk, the 
5-foot-7-inch model told 
an anecdote of going to see 
the famous high-fashion 
photographer Francesco 
Scavullo for a possible 
photo shoot. “Scavullo is 
a short man,” she said. “He 
looked me up and down.”  

She was used to be objec-
tified as that is the nature 
of the business. “She’s so 
short,” he pronounced, still 
looking, examining, very 
close, right into her face 
and eyes. And then, with 
a step back he exclaimed, 
“She’s perfect!” Jany: I was 
so happy and proud.

Another of her cherished 
experiences was working 
with iconic fashion photog-
rapher Irving Penn. “He’s 
a genius,” she said. “He 
photographed my hands for 
two or three days; there 
was hot wax dripping from 
them.” (It was a beauty 
treatment.)

The presentation includ-
ed personal information. 
With a short-term marriage 
and a daughter, her parents 
helped “as happens in the 
Haitian community,” she 
said.  Her family gave her a 
lot of support.  

Jany’s last modeling job 
was a cover shoot with her 
daughter, Dalila in 1998, 
for one of Essence’s pub-
lications. Dalila, now a 

mother of two, was present 
at the Haitian salon.

Following in the foot-
steps of Jany’s father, 
Georges Ramponeau, 
painter and co-founder of 
the Centre d’Art in Port-
au-Prince, the model began 
to paint, having a studio 
at times. “I like to work 
big, spreading he canvas 
on the floor.” She shared a 
few smaller transportable 

paintings at the beginning 
of the evening.

Poet and performer 
Michelle Marcelin who had 
opened the evening with 
the poem “Phenomenal 
Woman” by Maya Angelou 
was called upon to read a 
poem in French that Jany 
had written. 

The English translation 
is “My bidonville (slum), my 
nation,” a tribute to Jany’s 
home country. As impov-
erished as it might be, she 
still embraces it and many 
times during the evening, 
she expressed pride in her 
Haitian heritage.  

Among those swelling 
the numbers in the audi-
ence, members of the 
meet-up group Let’s Speak 
Haitian Creole (Ann pale 
creole) and Bel Ti Fi, an 
organization for young 
Haitian-American women, 
found the presentation 
inspirational.  Jany was 
equally moved by the recep-
tion to her, “I felt like I 
was coming home.”  To see 
the video:  “I love JaNY”:  
vimeo.com/25687796.

A conversation with a top Haitian model

Jany Tomba (right) with her daughter Dalila.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky
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The government of Jamaica recently unveiled a new and 
revised budget to fund their 50th anniversary celebration 
of independence.

Slashed from the billions proposed by the previous 
administration, the three-month old decision-makers justi-
fied a more modest proposal to spend millions on marking 
the island’s milestone achievement.

Instead of the J$2.5 billion presented by the Jamaica 
Labour Party’s financial advisors, the three-month old 
administration governed by minister of the People’s 
National Party will now spend a modest J$688 million.

The new amount signals a radical trimming of the 
budget submitted by the previous government before they 
were voted from leadership last December. 

With reductions from $30 million to about eight million 
in U.S. currency, the government also suggested that pri-
vate sector help in the cost-cutting venture by supplement-
ing approximately J$200 million to bolster the historic 
celebration.

According to Robert Ryan, director of the project, further 
cutting could be imminent if the private sector does not 
co-operate fully with the proposed plan.

Lisa Hanna, minister of culture said the new budget is in 
keeping with what Jamaica can afford.

She said that the festivities, which will go into high gear 
from Aug. 1 can “stimulate a rebirth in the minds and 
hearts of all Jamaicans.”

Jamaican Launches Men’s Summer 
Fashion Collection

Jamaican designer Demaro Brown is ahead of the fash-
ionistas deciding how fashion-forward males should step 
out for the summer. 

Last week with his D’Maro collection, Brown launched a 
line he said will appropriately suit men of all ages.

Showcasing head-to-toe vibrant designs and trendy 
styles, the 2012 collection introduced his men’s summer 
wear at the midtown, Manhattan offices of Finn Partners 
where a capacity sized crowd was on hand to witness the 
event.

Fashion media, buyers, stylists and industry repre-
sentatives formed runway-like vantage to see models who 
donned bold designs comprising tanks, blazers, harem 
pants and jump suits.

Using cool fabrics and bold colors, Brown impressed 
buyers from retail specialty Bergdorf Goodman and other 
leading department stores.

His designs “seek to satisfy the needs of the chic, trendy 
and sociable professional man,” a guest said.

‘The Best Man’ Wins

James Earl Jones is back on Broadway. 
This time he returns to the Great White Way as President 

Arthur “Artie” Hockstader, a former commander-in-chief.
In his role, Jones is a principal character in Gore Vidal’s 

“The Best Man.”
While Jones is revered for delivering superlative per-

formances in films, television and on stage, at the Gerald 
Schoenfeld Theater he cast among a stellar ensemble.

Candice Bergen, Angela Lansbury, John Larroquette, 
Eric McCormack, Kerry Butler, Jefferson Mays and Michael 
McKean are among the elites boasting Broadway’s most 
celebrated and revered assembly.

The candidates, a former Secretary of State William 
Russell (Laroquette) and Senator Joseph Cantwell 
(McCormack), their wives Alice Russell (Bergen) and Mabel 
Cantwell (Kerry Butler) along with women’s advocate Sue-
Ellen Gamadge (Lansbury) guarantee a politically-correct 
outing.

Directed by Michael Wilson, the play is scheduled for a 
limited engagement that ends on July 8.

That the run ends days after Independence Day might 
be an orchestrated aspect of the red, white and blue pres-
entation which focuses on the behind-the-scenes campaign 
strategies taken during a Philadelphia convention.

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Jamaica 50 budget slashed by millions

Jamaican fashion designer Demaro Brown (center) 
with some of his models.          Photo by Ernie Green

St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St Thur 7 pm, Sat 1:30 & 4:30 pm, Sun 4:30 pm
Telecharge.com 212.239.6200  

SistasTheMusical.com  
Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925 

“A Winner!”  
− NY Beacon

WINNER 2011
Midtown International 

 Theatre Festival

“Sweet and Sassy!”  
− NY Times

A joyous musical celebration of African-American  
women from Bessie Smith to Mary J. Blige

Join us for our Thursday Post Show Talk Backs featuring surprise 
celebrity guests.  More info at SistasTheMusical.com

          For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

Gala Reception
will feature and celebrate 

some of the borough’s 
outstanding women.

Coney Island 
on June 20, 2012

5:30 - 9:00pm
Our Keynote Speaker:

Honorable Dr. Una Clarke

Each woman’s unique 
accomplishments

will be highlighted in 
a keepsake publication 

on May 24, 2012.

Gale Stevens 
Haynes
Pat Singer
Matti Berkowitz
Sharon Myrie 
Marlene 
Hochman
Aida Leon
Yonnette 
Fleming
Catherine 
Hodes
Josephine 
Sanfi lippo
Geneva Farrow
Cecilia Clarke
Eileen O’Connor

Susan Doban
Cathie Gearity
Doreen Garson
Ellen Salpeter
Susan Pulaski
Sandra 
Chapman
Mercedes 
Narcisse
Doris Palazzo
Ijana Nathaniel
Mary Sansone
Irina Yuryeva
Dr. Monica 
Sweeney
Christine M. 
Coley

2012 Honorees:
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Drawing on the Hispanic 
and Mayan influences in 
her country, 18-year-old 
Belizean fashion designer 
Rebecca Stirm emerged the 
winner in a culture-inspired 
challenge in the second 
episode of Caribbean fash-
ion designer reality series 
Mission Catwalk, filmed in 
Kingston, Jamaica on April 
10.

Stirm and 14 other 
designers were instructed 
by host and executive-
producer Keneea Linton-
George to “create an outfit 
that reflects the style and 
culture” of their individual 
countries joined by “the 
common thread of inde-
pendence.” The designers, 
who were given pointers 
from Season One winner 
Shenna Carby, had to apply 

their creativity within a 
short time frame and on a 
US$20 budget. 

“I wanted a lot of mate-
rial, so I looked in the cur-
tain section,” said Rebecca. 
“I was able to get a lot of 
this very, very light airy fab-
ric for a little bit of money 

 

By Sheryl Renee
In Numerology, the 

number nine represents 
attainment, satisfaction 
and accomplishment. All 
words easily attributed to 
Rome Neal, as he celebrated 
the ninth anniversary of his 
popular Banana Puddin’ 
Jazz series on April 7. 

The Banana Puddin’ Jazz 
Jam and Open Mic was 
launched by Rome on April 
7, 2003 at the Nuyorican 
Poets Café. Neal wanted 
to create something of his 
own, that would spotlight 
seasoned and up-and-com-
ing talent. 

“During my research for 
the play ‘Monk’ I was fre-
quenting jazz clubs and I 
wanted to bring that energy 
to the Lower East Side,” 

said Neal.
“There was a spot on 

125th St. that made the 
best banana pudding. They 
inspired me to make my 
own, and I made it a part of 
my theme. I offer it along 
with the ticket price, and 
it’s been a huge hit with my 

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Wrath of the Titans, the graphic, 
high body-count bloodsport born 
of man’s imagination, deserves 
three stars.’ 
 Kam Williams – Page 33

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

KNIGHT KNIGHT 
OF SOULOF SOUL

By John Marrast
Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts continues its 
tremendous 31st season with a 
superstar of popular song – the 
GRAMMY Award-winning “poet 
laureate of soul music,” Smokey 
Robinson, on Saturday, April 28 

at 8:00 p.m.  
The velvet-voiced singer/song-

writer, whose $60-million-plus in 
record sales helped turn Motown 
into the largest Black-owned cor-
poration in the world, recorded 
37 Top-40 Motown hits between 
1960 and 1987, including mega-

hits “Tears of a Clown,” “Ooo Baby 
Baby,” “Shop Around,” and “The 
Tracks of My Tears.” 

Pronounced by Bob Dylan as 
America’s “greatest living poet,” 
Smokey’s countless honors have 
included the Grammy Living 

Continued on next page

Velvet-voiced Velvet-voiced 
Smokey Smokey 

Robinson to Robinson to 
perform at perform at 

LehmanLehman
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Rebecca Stirm (right) 
poses in the Singer 
Sewing Room with model 
Abenah Gonzalez.
 Photo by Alty Benjamin Jr.

A Puddin’ Jazz 
Jam with Rome

Rome Neal performing 
at the Nuyorican Poets 
Cafe. Photo by Lem Peterkin

Smokey Robinson performs during the Clive Davis Pre-Grammy Party in Beverly Hills, California.

Rebecca Stirm wins 
the Mission Catwalk



Ap
r. 

20
-2

6,
 2

01
2 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

Br
oo

kl
yn

/S
ta

te
n 

Is
la

nd
 • 

Pa
ge

 3
2

serving as in-house producer, tal-
ent scout and songwriter.  

As the premier songwriter in 
America, he churned out dozens 
of hits for Marvin Gaye, Mary 
Wells, and the Temptations, 
including their hit “My Girl.” His 
other triumphs included “The 
Way You Do the Things You Do,” 
“Get Ready,” “You Beat Me to the 
Punch,” “Don’t Mess with Bill,” 
“Ain’t That Peculiar” and “My 
Guy.”

Smokey left the Miracles for 
a solo career in 1972, releasing 
another 16 hit albums, and con-
tinued to serve as Motown’s vice 
president, shaping the label’s 
success with friend and men-
tor Gordy until it was sold to 
MCA in 1988.  Smokey’s album 
of romantic ballads, “A Quiet 
Storm,” spawned the format that 

Legend Award, the National 
Medal of Arts Award, Kennedy 
Center Honors, NARAS Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and induc-
tions into the Rock ’n’ Roll Hall 
of Fame and the Songwriters’ 
Hall of Fame.  

For this special night, concert-
goers will have the opportunity, 
for an additional cost to attend 
a post-concert “Meet & Greet” 
with Smokey and take photos 
with him.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the cam-
pus of Lehman College/CUNY 
at 250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West, Bronx, N.Y. 10468. Lehman 
Center is accessible by #4 or 
D train to Bedford Park Blvd. 
and is off the Saw Mill River 
Parkway and the Major Deegan 
Expressway. Low-cost on-site 
parking is available.

Smokey Robinson, born and 
raised in Detroit, began writing 
poems in elementary school and 
founded The Miracles while still 
in high school.  The group was 
Berry Gordy’s first vocal group, 
and it was at Robinson’s sug-
gestion that Gordy started the 
Motown Record dynasty.  Their 
single of Robinson’s “Shop 
Around” became Motown’s first 
#1 hit on the R&B singles chart.  

In the years following, 
Robinson continued to pen hits 
for the group including “You’ve 
Really Got a Hold on Me,” “Ooo 
Baby Baby,” “Going to a Go-Go,” 
“More Love,” “Tears of a Clown” 
(co-written with Stevie Wonder), 
“I Second That Emotion” and 
the group’s all-time classic, “The 
Tracks of My Tears.”  As The 
Miracles dominated the R&B 
scene throughout the 1960s and 
early ‘70s, releasing 15 albums 
in 15 years, Smokey became vice 
president of Motown Records, 

audience!”
This show kicked off 

with a set of “Nothin’ 
but Love Songs” ren-
dered by the host and 
backed by some of NYC’s 
top musicians, Lafayette 
Harris,  Paul Beaudry 
and George Gray Jr. 

In the house on this 
anniversary produc-
tion, besides the grate-
ful audience of music 
lovers were Cobi Narita, 
pianist Frank Owens, 
choreographer Mickey 
Davidson and entertain-
er Eric Frazier. 

Those who signed up 
for the open mic includ-

ed professionals such 
as Frank Senior and 
Michal Oversteet and 

novice Wendell, (who 
was promoted to sing by 
his cousin.) 

And though only the 
musicians are com-
pensated, the chance 
to work with and meet 
the caliber of people in 
the room, makes it all 
worthwhile! 

Each session includes 
the “Banana Puddin’ Jazz 
Poem” in which all audi-
ence participants write 
a short thought and all 
are combined and read 
to the audience.

Rome’s recent e-blast 
listed more than 100 
sponsors since the jam’s 
inception, which includ-
ed individuals, friends 
and corporations.

TOP 10 
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Pink Friday: Roman Reloaded
Nicki Minaj                                  

My Head Is An Animal
Of Monsters And Men                                                         

The Hunger Games
Soundtrack                                                                                                                  

MDNA
Madonna                                                                     

Making Mirrors
Gotye                                                       

21
Adele                                        

Tuskegee
Lionel Richie                                    

Boys & Girls
Alabama Shakes                                                                             

Up All Night
One Direction     

Changed
Rascal Flatts                                                                       

We Are Young
Fun. Feat. Janelle Monae

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson

Glad You Came
The Wanted

Part of Me
Katy Perry

Take Care
Drake Feat. Rihanna

Set Fire To The Rain
Adele

Turn Me On
David Guetta Feat. Nicki Minaj

Ass Back Home
Gym Class Heroes

Wild Ones
Flo Rida Feat. Sia

We Found Love
Rihanna Feat. Calvin Harris

Continued from previous page

Banana Puddin’ jazz and open mic’

Poet laureate of soul

since we were on a tight budget. 
I added embroidery to give it 
some detail and intricacy.”

“Beautiful, dramatic, taste-
ful, stylish-I can feel the cul-
ture,” said Linton-George 
about Rebecca’s dress, which 
also impressed judges -Jamaica 
Observer Lifestyle Editor, Novia 
McDonald Whyte; menswear 
designer Carlton Brown and 
guest judge, Trinidadian actress 
Nadia Khan.

Rebecca (who calls her label 
Fancy Purple Paint) was the 
first of the show’s designers to 

win a challenge as no winner 
was declared in the previous 
episode where five contestants 
went home.

The next best design came 
from Barbadian Kerin Scott’s 
skirt and top combo which 
reflected the laid back beach 
culture of her island and the 
blue and yellow of the national 
flag. Jamaican Janel Jolly cre-
ated an African-inspired chic 
casual dress while Trinidadian 
Ryan Chan delivered his version 
of a modern sari.

Jamaicans Crystal Powell, 
Keshon Hawthorne, Maria King-

Beadle, Natalie 
Rochester as well 
as Barbadian/
T r i n i d a d i a n 
Janelle Forde and 
Ryan Berkeley 
of Guyana were 
given the oppor-
tunity to contin-
ue to next week’s 
show for what 
Hawthorne aptly 
described as a 
“second chance.”

In the bottom four were 
Trinidadian Shannon Kwong 
and Gregory Williams, Shellane 
McFarlane and Kimbally Smith 
of Jamaica. The final two came 
down to Shellane and Kimbally 
and the latter was cut for his 

poor interpretation, which 
according to McDonald-Whyte 
failed to impress.

Rebecca and the remaining 
13 contestants are vying for 
JA$3 million in prizes including 
the chance to show at London 
Fashion Week.

Continued from previous page

Vying for $$ in Prizes

Continued from previous page

Smokey Robinson.

would dominate nighttime black 
radio in the ‘80s.  

In the late ‘70s a new audi-
ence was introduced to Smokey 
as “Cruisin’” shot up to #1 on the 
charts, followed by such ‘80s hits 
as the #1 “Being with You.”  In 

1987 he released the smash album 
“One Heartbeat,” and in 1989, his 
autobiography, “In My Life,” was 
published by McGraw-Hill.  

In 2004, Smokey released his 
first Gospel album, “Food for 
the Spirit,” and launched a line 
of soul food.  Two years later 
he released “Timeless Love,” an 
album of his impeccable rendi-
tions of standards.  A guest judge 
on “American Idol” in 2007, he 
performed a medley of his hits 
with the top six male contestants 
on the season finale.  

During the course of his 
50-year career in music, Smokey 
Robinson has accumulated more 
than 4,000 songs to his credit and 
continues to thrill sold-out audi-
ences around the world with his 
lovely high tenor voice, impec-
cable timing, and profound sense 
of lyric.  His latest release of new 
material is 2009’s “Time Flies 
When You’re Having Fun.”

Sheryl Renee. Photo by Lem Peterkin

Episode 2 designs at panel with with model 
Abenah Gonzalez (left) wearing  a Rebecca 
Stirm outfit. Photo by Alty Benjamin Jr.
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I wish somebody would 
help me understand why 
the characters in movies 
set in ancient Greece invar-
iably speak with British 
accents, since the English 
language didn’t even come 
into existence until cen-
turies later. Other than 
that glaring anachronism, 
I have no complaints about 

“Wrath of the Titans,” a 3D 
sequel, which is a rarity in 
that actually eclipses the 
original in quality.         

Directed by Jonathan 
Liebesman (Battle: Los 
Angeles), this visually-cap-
tivating action-adventure 
revolves around another 
epic battle between the 
forces of good and evil. Sam 
Worthington, Liam Neeson, 
Danny Huston and Ralph 
Fiennes have returned to 
reprise their lead roles as 
Perseus, Zeus, Poseidon 
and Hades, respectively.           

The story unfolds a dec-
ade after the initial install-
ment which ended with 
hero Perseus’ defeat of the 
Kraken. Since slaying the 
monstrous sea monsters, 

the widowed demigod has 
been passing an unassum-
ing existence as an ordi-
nary fisherman, quietly 
raising his now 10-year-old 
son, Helius (John Bell), in 
obscurity.            

But Perseus suddenly 
has a good reason to take 
his mighty sword back 
out of its scabbard when 
he learns that Hades and 
Ares (Edgar Ramirez) have 
imprisoned his father, Zeus, 
in an underworld dungeon. 
For, after killing Poseidon, 
the two renegade titans 
entered into a diabolical 
pact with world domina-
tion in mind.            

Accompanied by the love-
ly Andromeda (Rosamund 
Pike) with the goofy Agenor 

(Toby Kebell) tagging along 
for comic relief, altruistic 
Perseus and an intrepid 
band of warriors descend 
into a subterranean hell on 
behalf of humanity.  While 
searching for Zeus, they 

encounter a host of mytho-
logical creatures, including 
one-eyed Cyclops (Martin 
Bayfield), half man-half 
bull Minotaur (Spencer 
Wilding), an addlepated 
fallen god (Billy Nighy) and 

fire-breathing dragons.
Of course, the quest 

inexorably culminates in 
a spectacular showdown, 
which takes full advantage 
of advances in 3-D technol-
ogy. Be prepared to find 
yourself frequently duck-
ing or squinting to avoid 
boulders or flaming embers 
which appeared to be aimed 
straight at your head.          

Graphic, high body-count 
bloodsport born of man’s 
imagination, harking back 
to the days before modern 
science provided plausible 
explanations for thunder, 
lightning, volcanoes, earth-
quakes, tsunamis and other 
seemingly-supernatural phe-
nomena. The gods must be 
on steroids!

“Wrath of the Titans”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for 
action and intense 
violence.
Running time: 99 
minutes
Distributor: Warner 
Brothers   

Darling Companion (PG-
13 for profanity and sexual-
ity) Midlife crisis comedy, 
set in the Rockies, about a 
neglected housewife (Diane 
Keaton) who enlists the 
assistance of a psychic gypsy 
(Ayelet Zurer) and the local 
sheriff (Sam Shepard) after 
her narcissistic husband 
(Kevin Kline) loses track of 
their dog during a walk while 
talking on his cell phone. 
With Dianne Wiest, Richard 
Jenkins and Mark Duplass. 

Downtown Express 
(Unrated) Coming-of-age 
drama about a Juilliard stu-
dent (Philippe Quint) who’s 
torn between following in 
his overbearing father’s 
(Michael Cumpsty) foot-
steps and abandoning clas-
sical entirely to join his girl-
friend’s (Nellie McKay) rock 
band. Support cast includes 
Ashley Springer, Carolyn 
McCormick and Declan 
Bennett. 

Fightville (Unrated) “I 
coulda’ be a contender” docu-
mentary following a stable of 
aspiring Southern Louisiana 
fighters’ as they attempt to 
move up the Mixed Martial 
Arts ranks.     

Inventing Our Life 
(Unrated) Israeli documen-
tary examining the rise 
and decline of the coun-
try’s 100-year-old Kibbutz 
Movement. 

Jean Gentil (Unrated) 
Unemployment saga about 
a recently-fired, French pro-

fessor from Haiti (Jean Remy 
Gentil) whose faith is tested 
while he looks for another 
job in Santo Domingo. With 
Lys Ambroise, Nadal Walcott 
and Paul Henri Presume’. 
(In Spanish with subtitles) 

Marley (PG-13 for violent 
images, mature themes and 
incessant cannabis consump-
tion) Reverential biopic chron-
icling the musical career and 
spiritual philosophy of Bob 
Marley (1945-1981), the lead 
singer/songwriter/guitarist of 
The Wailers, the legendary 
Rastafarian reggae group 
from the island of Jamaica. 
Featuring archival concert 
and interview footage, plus 
present day reflections by 
friends and family, including 
his widow Rita, son Ziggy and 
contemporary Jimmy Cliff.   

The Moth Diaries (R for 
sexuality, profanity, drug 
use and graphic images) 
Psychological thriller about 
the descent into insanity of 
a grieving student (Sarah 
Bolger) at an exclusive 
boarding school in the wake 
of the arrival of a myste-
rious new classmate (Lily 
Cole) she thinks is up to 
no good. Cast includes Scott 
Speedman, Sarah Gadon and 
Ann Day-Jones.   

My Way (R for graphic 
violence) World War II 
drama about a young man 
(Dong-gun Jang) from occu-
pied Korea who has to put 
his dream of running the 
marathon in the Olympics 
on hold when he is drafted 
into the Japanese army. With 
Jo Odagiri, Bingbing Fan and 
In-kwon Kim. (In Korean, 
Japanese and Russian with 
subtitles) 

Snow on tha Bluff (R for 
violence, brief nudity, alco-
hol abuse, pervasive profan-
ity and incessant drug use) 
Bad boy biopic about noto-
rious Atlanta crack dealer/
armed robber Curtis Snow 
who shot this documentary 
with a camera he acquired in 
a holdup. With Cat Erickson, 
Adrienne Lockett and Frank 
Ringer. 

To the Arctic (G) Meryl 
Streep narrates this 3-D 
documentary highlighting a 
mamma polar bear’s attempt 
to raise her two cubs while 
adjusting to the challenges 
posed by climate change.  

Whore’s Glory (Unrated) 
Prostitution documentary 
exploring the world’s old-
est profession as practiced 
at ports of call all over the 
world. (In German, French, 

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

English, Thai, Japanese, 
Spanish and Bengali with 
subtitles)

Big Budget Films
 
Chimpanzee (G) Tim Allen 

narrates this Disney docu-
mentary about a three-year-

old chimp named Oscar who 
finds himself adopted by an 
adult male from another clan 
after being separated from his 
own family in the wilds of the 
Ivory Coast’s jungle.

The Lucky One (PG-13 for 
violence and sexuality) Zac 
Efron and Taylor Schilling 

co-star in this screen adapta-
tion of Nicholas Sparks’ best-
seller about a Marine ser-
geant’s search for the woman 
whose photo he credited with 
saving his life while serving 
in Iraq. With Blythe Danner, 
Riley Thomas Stewart and 
Jay R. Ferguson.   

Spectacular showdown of the Gods

A scene from “Wrath of the Titans.”

STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 27
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

AN APATOW/STOLLER GLOBAL SOLUTIONS PRODUCTIONUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA “THE FIVE-YEAR ENGAGEMENT”A NICHOLAS STOLLER FILM JASON SEGEL
MICHAEL ANDREWSMUSIC

BYEMILY BLUNT RHYS IFANS CHRIS PRATT ALISON BRIE PRODUCED
BY JUDD APATOW NICHOLAS STOLLER RODNEY ROTHMANJASON SEGELRICHARD VANEEXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS

NICHOLAS STOLLERJASON SEGEL &WRITTEN
BY NICHOLAS STOLLERDIRECTED

BY A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2011 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 21

Luv My Pet is holding low cost dog and cat 
vaccination clinics at Petland Discounts at 43-10 
Ditmars Blvd, LaGuardia Center, LIC (Ditmars), 
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. & on Sun., April 22 at 8989 
Union Turnpike, Stop & Shop Center, Glendale, 
Queens, 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. For information, 
call Amy Eisenberg at (631) 273-6363.

Fund Raising Breakfast The Annual 
Fundraising Breakfast to benefit the Health and 
Education Relief Organization, Inc, (HERG) will 
take place at the St. Stephens’ Episcopal Church 
Hall, 2806 Newkirk Ave., Brooklyn, starting 9:00 
a.m.  For information and donations, call (718) 
250-6805, (917) 631-0689. 

Cultural Salute BCA, a national non-profit 
foodservice, hospitality and educational network-
ing organization is hosting its 19th Annual Cultural 
Awareness Salute Gala emceed by Dan Bowens 
of Fox 5 along with special guests, highlighting 
the effort needed to impact the future leaders of 
foodservice. The gala, being held at Guastavino’s 
NYC, 409 E. 59 St., begins at 7:00 p.m. w/a VIP 
& Cocktail Reception, followed by a multi-course 
dinner, ending with a Viennese reception and after 
party beginning at 10:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit www.bcaglobal.org and to purchase 
tickets, call (212) 643-6570.

Comedy/Variety Local blues favorites Renee 
and The Derelicts (Redux) perform two sets of the 
classic and original blues and soul tunes, 10:00 
p.m. at 78 Below (formerly the P&G Cafe), 380A 
Columbus Ave. at 78 St. No cover. For informa-
tion, call (212) 787-5150 or visit www.reneean-
dthederelictsredux.com/.

Concert Jammins Entertainment presents 
Firerama: Capleton Performing Live and hosted 
by DJ Noah Wid Di Powa and Vibezman Redman, 
at Pulse 48, 1020 East 48 St. and Farragut Rd., 
Brooklyn. Doors open 10:00 p.m. Showtime 12:30 
a.m. For tickets and information, call (718) 282-
8041 or (646) 434-5390.

Community Gardening The High School for 
Public Service Youth Farm is holding a free com-
munity gardening workshop focusing on direct 
seeding and transplanting techniques and how to 
choose the appropriate technique for your garden, 
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Youth Farm, 600 
Kingston Ave., between Rutland and Winthrop, 
Brooklyn. You can volunteer your service from 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Come to volunteer and 
stay for the workshop. For information, visit www.
hspsfarm.blogspot.com or www.bkfarmyards.
com.

Jazz for Young People J@LC presents 
Jazz for Young People, a family concert exploring 
“What is New Orleans Jazz?” featuring classics 
such as “Audubon Zoo” and “When the Saints Go 
Marching In” will be held at The Rose Theater at 

Sterling St. Co-op Development in Crown Heights 
featurng 50 government subsidized apartments 
focusing on the application process, layout and 
eligiblity, 6:00 p.m. at the Crown Heights Library, 
560 New York Ave., between Maple St. & Lincoln 
Rd., Brooklyn. To register, call (718) 469-4679 or 
lemail infoef_01@nhsnyc.org.

THURSDAY, APRIL 26

Public Meeting Radical Women presents 
feminist poet and writer Amber Stewart discuss-
ing “Literature & Revolution,” 7:30 p.m. at 
Freedom Hall, 113 W 128 St., Harlem, between 
Malcolm X Blvd. & Seventh Ave. Admission free. 
A Spring supper will be served at 7:00 p.m. for a 
donation. Childcare provided. For information, call 
(212) 222-0633.

FRIDAY, APRIL 27

The Dove Musical Soaring Higher Musi-
cal Theater and Ambassadors of Entertainment 
presents “The Dove Musical,” a musical drama 
about a self-destructive stripper who struggles to 
overcome abuse from the past and searches for 
her lost dream, 9:00 p.m. at The Triad NYC, 158 
W 72 St., N.Y. For tickets and information, call 
(914) 960-0818 or visit thedovemusical.com. 

Jazz New York Cool brings free music to the 
New York Historical Society, 170 Central Park 
West, N.Y. featuring Jay Leonhart, His Family 
and Friends performing an electrifying program 
of music from some of New York’s finest jazz 
composers, 6:30 p.m. For information, call (212) 
873-3400.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28

Scholarship Luncheon The Girls High 
School Alumnae Assn. is holding their Annual 
Scholarship Luncheon celebrating 25 years of 
“Sharing The Legacy” and will award honors and 
scholarships to graduating seniors, 12 noon - 
4:00 p.m. at Bethany Baptist Church, 460 Marcus 
Garvey Blvd., Brooklyn. For tickets and informa-
tion, call (718) 789-3996 or (718) 778-0677. 
Vendors welcome. Call for information.

ONGOING

USA Soccer The T&T USA Soccer Assn. is 
now running the T&T Caribbean Cup Team to 
be played May - September 2012.  Training will 
be held at Hamilton Field in Brooklyn, between 
Albany & E.N.Y. avenue on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 6:00 p.m. and Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All interested parties contact (347) 424-3235 or 
(347) 365-7537.

USA Soccer T&T USA Soccer Assn. is holding 
a national trial for U-17 and U-20 for the T&T 
National Youth Teams. The U-17 tournament 
is to be held in T&T on July 3-11, 2012. For 
more information, call (347) 365-7537 or email 
ghotto1@optonline.net 

 Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

Frederick P. Rose Hall, Broadway at 60 St., N.Y. 
at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. and featuring pre-
concert educational activities beginning at 12:15 
p.m. and 2:15 p.m., respectively. For tickets, call 
CenterCharge at (212) 721-6500, or visit jalc. or 
the J@LC Box Office.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22

Hat Show An Easter Hat Show Extravaganza 
will highlight The Organization for Social & Health 
Advancement for Guyana and the Caribbean 
annual fundraising tea party at the Rose Garden, 
4224 Church Ave., Brooklyn.  Teatime is 3:00 
p.m. Proceeds will benefit the Medical Mission to 
Guyana. For tickets, call (646) 522-8005, (347) 
901-0009 or (917) 385-6409.

Fashion Rave DJ Roy and the Fluffy Diva 
Miss Kitty are hosting Irie Fashion Rave at LQ, 
511 Lexington Ave., between 47 and 48 streets, 
Manhattan, featuring live performances by Sing-
ing Melody, Alphonso and Express. Cocktail hour, 
6:00 p.m. Showtime, 7:00 p.m. For information, 
call (888) 474-3692 or visit iriejamradio.com.

Earth Day Brooklyn Center for the Performing 

Arts, 2900 Campus Rd., presents the Fifth Annual 
National Grid Earth Day Celebration focusing on 
families and how they can play a role in caring for 
the earth and creating a more sustainable future. 
The event features live music, arts and crafts, 
street performers as well as interactive family 
activities and educational displays. Free event for 
all ages, general admission, no tickets issued. For 
information, call (718) 951-4600.

TUESDAY, APRIL 24

Networking Breakfast The Greater N.Y. 
Chamber of Commerce presents an Open House 
Networking Breakfast with special guest Under 
Secretary Eric Hirschhorn, Bureau of Industry & 
Security, U.S. Dept. of Commerce, 8:30 a.m. - 
10:00 a.m. at the Greater N.Y. Chamber, 20 W 
44 St., between 5 & 6 avenues, N.Y. Please RSVP 
to (212) 686-7220 or register online at www.
ny-chamber.com.

TUESDAY, APRIL 24

NHS of East Flatbush, UHAB & NYC 
Partnership Housing Devlopment is holding a 
free information seminar regarding the 320 

Food Stamp Outreach
Find out if you are eligible to receive Food 

Stamp benefits! A representative from the NYC 
Human Resources Administration will be avail-
able to assist you with eligibility pre-screening 
& to answer any questions every Tues. & Wed., 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 
12, 4101 White Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. 
For more information, call (718) 881-4455.

Volunteers Needed 
Volunteer readers are needed for the 
Mount Vernon Neighborhood Health Center 
Network Reach Out and Read Program at 
the Mount Vernon, Yonkers and Green-
burgh Health Center locations. Bilingual 
readers are helpful, but not required. Just 
a few hours a week reading to a child can 
make a difference for the child, the family 
and the community. For additonal informa-
tion or to volunteer, contact Ms. Eneida 
Rivera, director of Reach Out and Read at 
(914) 699-7200 ext. 1048.

Tai Chi
Stop. Breath. 

Relax. Join Tai Chi 
Easy, a wellness 
practice combin-
ing Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation & Chinese 
healing, taught by 
Daniel Weicher, 
certified teacher in 
Integral Qigong & Tai 
Chi, every Sunday, 
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at the Moore Street 
Market, 110 Moore St., entrance on Humbolt 
St., Brooklyn. Donations are appreciated. Call 
(914) 673-6016 for information.
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Dr. Steven C. Tawil: Colon Cancer Screening & Prevention
By Camille Sperrazza

Stop postponing your 
colonoscopy. 

Everyone age 50 and 
over needs one, but African-
Americans are at an espe-
cially high risk of developing 
colon cancer, says Dr. Steven 
C. Tawil, gastroenterologist 
and internist. 

“It is recommended that 
they be screened for colon 
cancer at age 45,” says the 
doctor. 

The reasons the mortal-
ity rate is higher for African-
Americans is not known, says 
Dr. Tawil, but the good news 
is that having this simple 
procedure “can improve the 
numbers.” 

It has never been easier or 
more convenient to undergo 
this procedure. It can be done 
right in Dr. Tawil’s Brighton 
Beach office, with an anes-
thesiologist present. 

“This means it is an 100 
percent painless procedure,” 
says the doctor. 

The administration of 
the anesthesia is quick, so 
patients feel no pain, he 
assures. The presence of the 
anesthesiologist also means 
that a patient’s vital signs are 
constantly being monitored. 

“It’s another pair of hands 
in the room, another doc-
tor checking oxygen, heart 
rhythms, and pulse,” says 
Dr. Tawil. “It’s all about the 
comfort and safety of the 
patient.” 

Dr. Tawil’s office is rec-
ognized by the American 
Association for Accreditation 
of Ambulatory Surgery. 
Facilities accredited by this 
organization must meet rigor-
ous standards of cleanliness 
and other criteria that assures 
the highest standards, says 
the doctor. This feat is not 
an easy achievement, and he 
takes pride that his practice is 
held in such high esteem. 

The Brighton Beach 
Avenue facility, at the same 
location since 1991, recently 
moved from the second floor 
to the third floor, securing a 
new 6,000 square foot office. 
Among the highlights is an 
endoscopy suite with a private 
changing room, a recovery 
room, and a private bathroom 
in the recovery room. Such a 
set-up makes screening easy 
for the patient, as there’s no 
running down a hall to find 
a toilet. Everything is conve-
nient and private. 

Make an appointment to 
see him if you have rectal 
bleeding. This could be a sign 
of colon cancer, and should 
never be ignored, says the 

doctor. A change in bowel 
habits or unexplained weight 
loss are other reasons to 
undergo an exam. If there is a 
history of polyps in the fam-
ily, being screened is a must, 
he says. Polyps are small 
growths that occur on the 
wall of the colon, and if they 
are not removed, some may 
eventually turn into cancer, 
says Dr. Tawil. The removal 
of polyps can be done right 
after the colonoscopy is per-
formed, while the patient is 
still under anesthesia. That 
way, patients don’t have to 
return to get another proce-
dure. 

Patients can also come to 
him to get their blood pres-
sure checked and their sugar 
levels monitored. He also 
treats heartburn, ulcers, con-
stipation, liver issues, and 
stomach ailments. He spe-
cializes in the treatment of 
hepatitis, particularly hepa-
titis C. 

“We have the latest treat-
ment, available right in the 
office,” he says. 

Dr. Tawil’s credentials 
are impeccable. He is board-
certified in internal medicine 
and gastroenterology, which 
means a “double certifica-
tion,” he notes. In addition, 
he is re-certified every 10 
years, which involves under-
going a seven-hour test. It 
all proves he is at the top of 
his game, aware of the most 
recent developments in the 
field. 

A graduate of Syracuse 
University, Dr. Tawil trained 
at the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine for five years. 
He is on staff at the New 
York Methodist Hospital, and 
is a member of the American 
College of Physicians; the 
New York State Medical 
Society; the American 
Medical Association; and 
the American College of 
Gastroenterology.  

The office accepts most 
major health plans, including 
Medicare and Medicaid. For 
the convenience of his hard-
working patients, the office 
is now open on Sundays. It is 
handicapped accessible, and 
convenient to bus and trains. 
The doctor sees patients by 
appointment. 

Dr. Tawil [130 Brighton 
Beach Ave. between Ocean 
Parkway and Coney Island 
Avenue in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 946-7557]. Open 
Sundays, 9 am to 1 pm; 
Mondays, 9 am to 4:30 pm; 
and Wednesdays, 9 am to 6:30 
pm. Procedures are performed 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.        

Dr. Steven C. Tawil
Board-certified stomach specialist 
has the latest PAINLESS techniques 
to diagnose and cure:

DR. STEVEN C. TAWIL
718-946-7557

By Appointment Only

130 Brighton Beach Ave. 
(Corner of Ocean Pkwy. & Brighton Beach Ave.)

Brooklyn, NY 11235
Dr. Steven C. Tawil, BS,  

Brandeis University, MD, Syracuse University,  
Board Certified In Internal Medicine 

And Gastroenterology,  
Albert Einstein College Of Medicine

FREE
Transportation

Available

Medicare 
And Most Other 

Insurance Assignments
Accepted

ADVERTISEMENT

Colon Cancer Screenings
Heartburn
Stomach Pains
All testing at one office 
(blood work, x-ray, 
sonogram, endoscopy).
Sunday hours available.

SUNDAY OFFICE HOURS AVAILABLE

Dr. Tawil 
Speaks 

Spanish & 
French
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By Tangerine Clarke
The elegant and unique style of Guyanese fashion 

designer, Michelle Cole, will take center stage at the 
Crown Heights Pace Setters Lions Club Tea Party and 
Fashion Show Extravaganza, schedule to take place on 
April 29. Show time is at 3:00 p.m.

Cole will unveil a new, and exciting line from her world-
renowned ColeFacts brand name during the Sunday after-
noon show in the St. Jude Church Hall, at 1677 Canarsie 
Rd. in Brooklyn.

The award winning fashion forward designer will 
present collections in both male and female attire, as she 
continues to cement her place in New York as an innova-
tive, and well-respected couturier. 

Cole will bring the reigning Miss Guyana World, Arti 
Cameron to the runway, along with a bevy of beautiful 
models to showcase her stunning collection, which she 
describes as relevant to all lifestyles. 

The fashion designer extraordinaire, whose pieces have 
lit up the Caribbean, explained that ColeFacts brings fresh 
innovative fashions to life, and makes a connection to the 
visual idea of nature, with a mission to create and emulate 
fashion that is environmentally sound and appealing.

A selection of the ColeFacts clothing line will be on sale 
at special prices exclusively for patrons of this event.

The audience will also experience the resonant vocal of 
Guyana-born singer and songwriter Gorden Andres, who 
will serenade the models as they make their way down the 
runway.

He brings with him an extraordinary talent that was 

showcased at numerous New York City concerts halls, 
including the famous Radio City Music Hall, Symphony 
Space Theatre, the Bowery Poetry Club, and SOB’s.

Michelle Cole collection 
for Lion’s Club tea party 

ColeFacts designer, Michelle Cole with one of her 
swimwear pieces. Photo courtesy of ColeFacts

TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-
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EYE SERVICE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

Brooklyn’s “Clear Choice”  
for all your vision needs

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment

Diabetic Eye Screening & Treatment
Routine Eye Examinations for Children & Adults

PARK SLOPE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

11 Plaza St. West
Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-638-2020

EAST FLATBUSH/CROWN HEIGHTS
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

585 Schenectady Avenue
DMRI 2nd Fl.

Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-604-5791

VISIT US AT 
www.downstate-eye.com

Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center

The Castillo Theatre is re-
opening “Sally and Tom (The 
American Way)” due to popu-
lar demand with an additional 
seven performances on April 
20, 21, 28, 29; May 4, 5, 6. 

Fred Newman and Annie 
Roboff’s musical revival, “Sally 
and Tom (The American Way)” 
examines the 30-year relation-
ship between Thomas Jefferson 
and his slave Sally Hemings, 
a relationship that produced 
six children and embodies the 
wrenching conflict between 
democracy and slavery, and its 
legacy of racism that continues 
to shape America to this day. 

In this polarizing presiden-
tial election year, the meaning 
of “the American way” is itself 
being hotly contested.

Under the direction of 
Gabrielle L. Kurlander, the 
play is performed on three 
stages in its own surreal “his-
tory museum.” The audience 
is seated throughout the per-
formance space, among the 
exhibits and is encouraged to 
interact with this performance 
of the conflicted history of our 
nation.

The cast for “Sally and Tom 
(The American Way)” features 
AUDELCO Award-winner Ava 
Jenkins and Thaddeus Pearson 
in the title roles, as well as 
David Nackman as James T. 
Callendar, the muck-raking 
journalist who exposed Tom and 
Sally’s affair in the press; Brian 
D. Hills as Madison Hemings, 
one of Sally and Tom’s chil-
dren and independent political 
strategist, Jacqueline Salit as 
James Madison. 

Musical direction is by 
David Belmont with Michael 
Walsh, choreography by Lonné 
Moretton; sets by Joseph 
Spirito and costumes by Emilie 
Charlotte Knoerzer.

The Castillo Theatre (Dan 
Friedman, artistic director, 
Diane Stiles, managing direc-
tor) is located at 543 West 
42nd St., between 10th and 
11th avenues. 

Performances are Fridays 
and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2:00 p.m. April 20, 
21, 28, 29, May 4, 5, 6. Tickets 
can be purchased through the 
Castillo Box Office or at www.
castillo.org.

Sally and Tom (The American Way)

From left, Brian D. Hills, Ava Jenkins and Adam Kemmerer. Photo by Ronald L. Glassman
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Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

“Why Wait for 5hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 5min Guaranteed”

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors 
Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

255 East 98th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11212, 
PH. 718-240-2644 Fax: 718-240-2676

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted.

Monday – Saturday: 11am to 8pm 
No Appointment Necessary

 Acute Trauma
 Pediatrics
 Internal Medicine
 Acupuncture
Chiropractics

Referrrals From Physicians 
and Attorneys Welcome

I A
S F

I P

VISIT 
US 

TODAY!!

Physical Therapy
Modern state-of- 

  the-art Facilities
 Onsite X-Ray
Onsite Blood Draws

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?
Fatigue?     
Anxiety?                                                                         
Depression?
Type II Diabetes? 
Vascular diseases?                                   

Weight gain?       
Confusion? 
Weakness?
Osteoporosis?  
Shortness of breath?                               

Lost interest in sex?  
Lack of self-esteem?        
Lack of motivation?   
Poor self-confidence   
Coronary disease?                                          

Erectile dysfunction?
Sexual discomfort?    
Lost sexual feelings?    
Heart failure? 
Menstrual cramps?                                      

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of sufficient testosterone, and 
all are almost always significantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement.  Testosterone has been 
available by prescription for fifty-seven years.  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and 
women. 

 Testosterone deficiency treatment is covered by 
                        most insurances                                                              

       Get your testosterone level checked!!!
            
 

                      Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718-444-7040

TESTOSTERONE   
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 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS
‘West Indies cricketers need to improve their catching 
skills. The number of balls spilled on the field is creat-
ing a setback for the team.’ 
 - Eyes on Cricket, Page 43

By Azad Ali
West Indies all-

rounder Kieron 
Pollard jumped 17 
places to a career 
best 33rd in the 
latest ICC One-
Day International 
Batting Rankings 
following his 
Man-of-the-Series 
earning perform-
ance in the recent 
five-match series 
against Australia.

Pollard scored 
222 runs at an 
average of 55.50  throughout the rub-
ber to become the regional team’s joint 
highest rated batsman, going even  with 
Chris Gayle, while Lendl Simmons (35th), 

By Robert Elkin
Kevin Morency has been on sports 

teams almost all through his days at 
South Shore High School, located in 
Flatbush, Brooklyn. 

He has been a member of the track 
and field and soccer teams during the fall 
with the latter activity and track during 
the winter and spring. He became part 
of the booter squad, which captured the 
Public Schools Athletic League champi-
onship.

“It was awesome that our team won 
the title,” Morency said. “Everybody was 
happy-my coach and my teammates. After 
the championship game we went out to 
dinner, and we tried to focus on the next 
season coming up.”

Winning that soccer title was the big-
gest moment in his career. 

Originally from Haiti, where he lived 
for his first 15 years, Morency eventually 
came to the United States and landed at 
South Shore to get a better education, 
good job and a scholarship to college. 

He played soccer for all four years as a 
schoolboy athlete. The two-sport athlete 
has not made up his mind on the sport 

Continued on next page

Continued on next page
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KANSAS CITY KANSAS CITY 
UNDEFEATED

By Patrick Horne
Sporting Kansas City (6-0) is the 

only undefeated team in MLS after 
six games. So why is Sporting so suc-
cessful? The names that come to mind 
for the club’s success start with head 

coach Peter Vermes, then goal keeper 
Jimmy Nielsen, forwards Kai Kamara 
and C.J Sapong and midfielder Graham 
Zusi - none of whom are high-priced 
European imports with designated 
player status.   

Former U.S. national team forward 
Vermes, a New Jersey product, has put 
together a group of players, mostly 
from U.S. colleges,  that have respond-
ed well to him. Last Saturday night, 

Continued on next page

Wins all six Wins all six 
games in games in 

MLS MLS 
todatetodate

Sporting Kansas City’s CJ Sapong leaps high to attempt to head the ball into the goal against Real Salt Lake during 
an MLS soccer match, Saturday, April 14, 2012, in Kansas City, Kan. Sporting Kansas City won 1-0.
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Morency shines 
in Uniondale 

Kieron Pollard’s 
ODI career best

West Indies’ Kieron 
Pollard bats as his 
teammate Dwayne 
Bravo looks on dur-
ing a practice ses-
sion in Kingstown, 
St. Vincent.
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the Eastern Conference leader 
racked up its six straight vic-
tory, a 1-0 win over Western 
Conference leader Real Salt Lake 
(5-2).  The latest win was cour-
tesy of Aurelien Collin’s second 
goal of the season in the 63rd-
minute off a Graham Zusi assist, 
Zusi’s league-leading sixth.

To get to this point took stal-
wart defense, led by goalkeeper 
Nielsen, the league’s leading goal 
keeper. Nielsen leads MLS in 
most goal keeping categories: he 
is tied for first in minutes played 
(450) with Jon Busch of San Jose 
Earthquakes; his goals-against-
average (.20) tops the league, 
making his defense the stingiest 
by allowing only one goal so 
far; and he leads MLS in shoot-
outs (5).  The stingy defense of 
Sporting Kansas City enjoyed 
an MLS record of 335 minutes 
without allowing a shot on goal, 
a credit to the four defenders in 
front of Nielsen, but that streak 
ended Saturday night when Nat 
Borcher managed a header in 
second-half stoppage time.

Although defense may be 
where it starts, a team has to 
produce goals to win.  Sporting’s 
nine goals don’t make it the 
highest scoring team in MLS, an 
honor rested with the New York 
Red Bulls (16), but forwards 
Kamara and Sapong have been 
an efficient duo who has shared 
the bulk of the scoring. Each has 
two game-winning goals among 
each of their three goals so far.  

The scoring duo is supported 
by strong midfield led by Zusi, the 
league’s assist leader. Among his 
six assists, three are of the game-
winning kind. Zusi has taken a 
league-leading 17 corner kicks, a 
statistic that reflects his accurate 
passing and his team’s success in 
forcing the opponent into turno-
vers in their part of the field. 

Vermes has created a pro-
ductive environment with good 
chemistry. While Sporting 
Kansas City hasn’t had an out-
pouring of goals from its for-
wards, its defense has allowed 
only one goal against and this 
balance resulted in the club’s 
success.  An old soccer adage is 
at play here: if you don’t allow 
goals, you can’t lose. Sporting 
Kansas City hasn’t lost. 

Red Bulls, 
Earthquakes Tie

Anything you can do, I can do 
better! Anytime you score, I can 
score also!  This seems to be the 
theme that prevailed at Red Bull 
Arena last Saturday night when 
the New York Red Bulls (3-2-1) 
and the San Jose Earthquakes 
(4-1-1) battled to a 2-2 draw. 

The Earthquakes played catch-
up ball all night and came away 
with a point.  The visitors fell 
behind twice in the contest and 
each time successfully rallied to 
tie the score. In the fifth minute, 
the Earthquake defense failed to 
mark Kenny Cooper, who waltz 
in from between two defenders 
to give the New York Red Bulls a 
1-0 lead in the fifth minute with 
his seventh goal of the season, 
off a Thierry Henry pass.  At the 
other end, San Jose‘s Rafael Baca 
equaled New York’s effort by 
equalizing in the ninth minute 
from an assist by Jamaican inter-
national Khari Stephenson.

Dax Mc Carty helped New 
York to forge ahead in the 22nd 
minute; the midfielder latched 
onto a short pass in the penalty 
area from Cooper, who flicked 
on Dane Richards’ cross after 
the speedy Jamaican inter-
national beat two Earthquake 
defenders on the right wing 
to make his cross.  Again, the 
Earthquakes responded when 

Chris Wondolowski headed in 
Shea Salinas’ short cross from 
the left side to tie the game for 
the last time at the 35th minute; 
the goal was Wondolowski’s sev-
enth on the season. 

The second half was domi-
nated by the Earthquakes mid-
field, but staying true to the 
theme of the day, it seemed as 
though it would take a Red Bulls 
score to facilitate one from the 
Earthquakes, and that didn’t hap-
pen. The Red Bulls return to Red 
Bull Arena on Saturday, April 28 
to face Eastern Conference rival 
New England Revolution in a 
3:30 PM contest.

Galaxy Wins

It was like old time for the 
Los Angeles Galaxy last Saturday 
night as the defending cham-
pion got goals from its go-to 
players to halt a two-game los-
ing streak.  Landon Donovan 
and David Beckham teamed with 
Brazilian Juninho to score three 
goals for a 3-1 victory over the 
Portland Timbers, which lost its 
fourth straight game. Tied at 1-1 
after goals by Donovan and Kris 
Boyd for Portland, Juninho came 
up with the winner in the 83rd 
minute and Beckham extended 
the lead just minutes after. 

In other MLS games, the 
Philadelphia Union recorded its 
first win of the season by defeat-
ing the Columbus Crew, 1-0; DC 
United travelled to New England 
Revolution and came away with 
a surprising 2-1 victory against 
the rejuvenated Revs; the Seattle 
Sounders keeps rolling along 
and knocked off the Colorado 
Rapids, 1-0; Chivas USA topped 
hosts Toronto FC, 1-0; and hosts 
FC Dallas bettered the expan-

sion Montreal Impact, 2-1. In the 
only games last Sunday, hosts 
Chicago Fire and the Houston 
Dynamo played to a 1-1 draw. 

Costa Rica, 
Honduras Draw  

Hosts Costa Rica and Honduras 
played to a 1-1 draw in a friendly 
on Wednesday in the capital city 
of San Jose. The game was part 
of the teams’ preparation for the 

CONCACAF third round World 
Cup qualifying campaign which 
gets underway in early June.

David Suazo scored in the 
25th minute to give Honduras 
the lead, but the home team 
recovered to tie the contest 
Olman Vargas tied the score 
for Costa Rica at the 50-minute 
mark.  Suazo’s goal was his 17th 
international tally; Honduras is 
now unbeaten against Costa Rica 
in their last five games.

Shivnarine Chanderpaul (39th) 
and Ramnaresh Sarwan (45th).

Captain Darren Sammy and 
allrounder Andre Russell also 
achieved the highest batting posi-
tions in their career. Sammy (160 
runs, ave.: 53.33) went up 44 
spots to 72nd while Russell (113 
runs, ave.: 28.25) jumped nine 
places to 64th.

The leading ODI batsman in the 
world is South African Hashim 
Amla with his teammate AB De 
Villers and Indian Virat Kohli in 

second and third, respectively.
Meanwhile, offspinner Narine 

(11 wickets, ave.: 14.45) jumped 
78 places tol 58th after his stel-
lar series while Kemar Roach (11 
wickets, ave.: 20.45) gained eight 
places to move to 17th after the 
third ODI before conceding 74 
runs off 9.3 overs in the fourth 
match.

Sammy is West Indies’ top rated 
allrounder in 16th, with Russell 
(18th) and Pollard (19th). That 
list is headed by Bangladesh’s 
Skakib Al Hasan.

Continued from previous page

Continued from previous page

Highest rated batsman

Winning ways in MLS

that he wants to pursue while 
in college. He did say that he 
would like a scholarship to do 
both sports.

“I think that I’ll get it,” he 
recently said. “I already was 
offered a scholarship for track 
to go to Monroe College. Since 
I could accept only one schol-
arship, it’ll be track, because 
it’s fun and I enjoy running. 
I’ll get my teammates to help 
me and make sure that they 
motivate me.”

Morency’s track coach 

is Paul Schneider, who has 
helped him a great deal. 
Morency will be graduating in 
June. Representing his high 
school he has been competing 
and winning in track.

For instance, he recently 
had a good start and captured 
the 100-meter-dash in the var-
sity final in a time of 11.32 in 
the Knight Time Invitational 
conducted at Uniondale High 
in Long Island. He won the 
semi-final section of the same 
event in 11.24.

Actually, Morency is in his 

third year of track and field. 
“In my first year I wasn’t on 

the team, because I was focus-
ing on soccer and more on aca-
demics,” he went on. “(Then) I 
set the outdoor school record 
of 11.20 in the 100. Last year I 
did very well.”

Soccer helps him for track 
and vice versa. 

“Track increases my (speed) 
and soccer builds up strength,” 
said  Morency, who has been 
running for three years. “I 
do a lot of lifting so I can get 
stronger for track.”

Continued from previous page

Big moment in the life of a star

Real Salt Lake’s Sebastion Velasquez fights for the ball with 
Sporting Kansas City’s Roger Espinoza during an MLS soccer 
match, Saturday, April 14, 2012, in Kansas City, Kan.
 AP Photo/The Kansas City Star, Andy Lundberg



Page 43 • Caribbean Life • Brooklyn/Staten Island • Apr. 20-26, 2012

Almost a year has passed 
without Chris Gayle rep-
resenting the West Indies 
because of a highly charged 
radio interview with a 
Jamaican radio station in 
which he criticized Head 
Coach Ottis Gibson.

Chairman of CARICOM’s 
Prime Ministerial Sub-
Committee on Cricket, 
Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Prime Minister Baldwin 
Spencer, announced 
recently that the matter 
had been resolved. 

Negotiations went on for 
weeks in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines in having 
the matter resolved. Prime 
Minister of St. Vincent 
Ralph Gonsalves facilitated 
the concerned parties Gayle 
and the WICB. 

The statement of resolu-
tion on the impasse, signed 
by both Gayle and the 
West Indies Cricket Board 
(WICB), sees both parties 
expressing regret for their 
actions and pledging to 
move forward in the spirit 
of reconciliation. 

In the light of all this, 

the WICB and Gayle agree 
that the way is now clear 
for his active return to 
West Indies cricket subject 
to all necessary fitness con-
siderations.

Gayle Will Be Available 
For Twenty20 World 

Cup This Year

Because of Gayle’s Indian 
Premier League (IPL) com-
mitments he would not be 
available to participate in 
the England series starting 
May 5 to June 24. 

However, he may be able 
to participate in the One-
Day and Twenty20 aspects 
of the series because his 
IPL contract finishes May 
27 in India and he should 
be available after May 29. 
The West Indies is sched-
uled to play three Test 
matches, three One-Day 

Internationals and a single 
Twenty20. 

Windies Need The 
Force Of Chris Gayle

It is quite clear that the 
West Indies cricket team 
needs the striking force of 
Chris Gayle to regain some 
respect and assist in the 
rebuilding of West Indies 
cricket. It is necessary to 
have an experience player 
such as Gayle return to 
the team. He brings an 
abundance of experience 
from which the younger 
players will benefit greatly. 
Presently, the West Indies 
team lacks muscle. 

Spinners Will 
Contribute 

Significantly

Sunil Narine, Narsingh 

Deonarine and Shane 
Shillingford should cre-
ate a bowling force for the 
West Indies in the spin-
ning department. Windies 
will always need two repu-
table spinners for the Test 
matches along with two 
pacers. 

The West Indies catching 
will have to be improved 
because too many catches 
were spilled on the field 
creating a set back for the 
team. 

Wicket keeper Carlton 
Baugh has been too faulty 
with the gloves. It is about 
time the selectors look to 
groom other young wicket  
keepers in the region.

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

Gayle set to return to West Indies
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Royal Challengers 
Bangalore batsman Chris 

Gayle watches after hit-
ting a six during their 

Indian Premier League 
(IPL) cricket match 

against Pune Warriors 
in Bangalore, India, 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012.
  AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi
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HONDA
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Everyone’s a winner.  
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By Robert Elkin
Action in various outdoor 

basketball leagues and tour-
naments and with travel 
teams comprising the best 
cagers on a particular team 
will all begin very shortly, 
as the hoopsters get set to 
make basketball an all year 
round  activity. These pro-
grams help the individuals 
better prepare themselves 
for the next level.

For instance in one loca-
tion, the season already 
started. In the metropolitan 
area, including Long Island, 
one league got an early 
start as they do every year 
beginning in late March. 
This league is the one held 
at the IS 8 Gymnasium in 
Jamaica. Actually it started 
on March 31 and runs until 
early June. All the games 
are played indoors. 

During the summer, 
leagues pop up in Harlem 
with the Rucker League, 
in Manhattan at West 4th 
Street, another in Queens at 
the ElmCor Center and one 
in Brooklyn at Tillery Park.

The leagues with healthy 
competition keep the boys 
and men in shape during 
their off season. It’s during 
the winter that they play 
in leagues that count the 
most.

At present, action is mov-
ing along at the IS 8 gym-
nasium with a second site 
the Variety Club in Long 
Island City. This league has 
50 teams entered into its 

high school league, divided 
into 10 different divisions. 
After 65 teams entered into 
it, the directors had to turn 
some teams away. This is 
only a boy’s league.

Games are contested on 
week day evenings and on 
weekends on a round robin 
setup.

The league is under the 
direction of Peter Edwards, 
a former standout player 
at Division II New York 
Institute of Technology 
in the late 70s and early 
80s. Joe  Thompson is the 
site director at the Variety 
location. Edwards is site 
director at IS 8. Spectators 
are always welcome. The 
league has been run con-
tinuously for 28 years.

The purpose of the 
league is to give the kids or 
young men who are not the 
stars the opportunity to be 
seen and to bring the best 
kids available to showcase 
their skills under game and 
league conditions. 

Players want to get 
noticed by representatives 
of the next level. They want 
to succeed, learn more 
about the sport and at the 
same time have fun. They 
want to stay in shape dur-
ing their off season so that 
they don’t fall back when 
their season starts during 
the fall. 

Over the years, players 
such as Ron Artest, Lamar 
Odom, Sebastian Telfair and 
Jakim Noah, all played at IS 

8, and all made the National 
Basketball Association, and 
prior to their college days  
were standout high school 
players, some earning top 
honors during their school-
boy days.

From the present group 
an all-American high school 
cager at St. Anthony’s High 
School of New Jersey Kyle 
Anderson is competing in 
the IS 8 League. Next year 
he will be attending UCLA. 

There is also Traynor 
Williams, a senior at Forest 
Hills High school, who 
has to attend prep school 
first because of his grades, 
and then enter college for 
a career possibly in the 
NBA. He competes for an 
IS 8 League team called 
Mountain B-Ball.

“This league is very com-
petitive, is fun, and gives me 
good experience,” Williams 
said. “I’m working on my 
jump shot and footwork.”

Most of the teams are 
sponsored by either local 
merchants, various organi-
zations and companies who 
have been around for a long  
time. Some companies may 
sponsor more than one 
team in the league.

Then there are squads 
whose players put up ‘x’ 
amount of money in order 
to be able to compete in 
what they like to do the 
most – play competitive 
basketball after a hard day’s 
work or for the younger 
boys – summer school.

IS 8 holds Spring Cage League

By Ben Walker
NEW YORK (AP) — LaTroy 

Hawkins has heard the sto-
ries from his 87-year-old 
grandfather, about his days of 
picking cotton in Mississippi, 
about the times when there 
were no black players in big 
league baseball.

And about what it meant 
when Jackie Robinson 
broke the game’s color bar-
rier.

“Without Jackie, I 
wouldn’t be in front of 
you,” the Los Angeles 
Angels pitcher told several 
dozen kids at a Bronx ball-
field Sunday. “Jackie’s role 
in my life has been tremen-
dous.”

From Dodger Stadium 
to Fenway Park, there 
were ceremonies as Major 
League Baseball honored 

Robinson and his legacy. 
Video tributes and on-field 
celebrations at every ball-
park included his family, 
his former teammates, play-
ers from the Negro Leagues 
and NBA great Bill Russell.

Players, managers, 
coaches and umpires all 
wore No. 42 on Jackie 
Robinson Day to remem-
ber the 65th anniversary of 
the day the future Hall of 
Famer first took the field 
with the Brooklyn Dodgers 
in 1947. Markers on each 
base noted the occasion.

“I’m very happy the players 
feel that connected,” said his 
daughter, Sharon Robinson. 
“Back in 1997, players were 
saying, ‘Jackie who?’ So we’ve 
come a long way.”

Hall of Famer Reggie 
Jackson, Hawkins and sev-

eral former players joined 
Sharon Robinson at a youth 
clinic in a park where the 
old Yankee Stadium stood. 
Smiling boys and girls 
from the Reviving Baseball 
in Inner Cities program in 
Harlem eagerly showed off 
their gloves and jerseys for 
two-time All-Star Harold 
Reynolds.

There was a pregame 
tribute at the new Yankee 
Stadium on Sunday night 
featuring Rachel Robinson, 
Jackie’s wife, and Sharon 
before the Angels played 
New York. Yankees stars 
Derek Jeter and Robinson 
Cano — who is named for 
the baseball pioneer — 
hugged the Robinsons as 
they gathered with three 
Tuskegee Airmen behind 
home plate.

MLB honors Jackie Robinson 
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
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*

2002 CHEVROLET

IMPALA
$5,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7972-137K mi.

*

2002 NISSAN

PATHFINDER 4X4

$11,981
Auto, Leather, P/Sunroof, Alloys, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8088-43K mi.

*

2007 VW

PASSAT 2.0T
$11,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, P/Sunroof, Stk#U8069-67K mi.

*

2002 TOYOTA

SEQUOIA SR5 4X4

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7889-40K mi.

*

2010 CHEVROLET

COBALT

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U8060-69K mi.

*

2006 NISSAN

ALTIMA 3.5SE

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, P/Sunroof, DVD, Full Power, Stk#TG007-55K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2008 
CHRYSLER ASPEN LTD

$12,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8117-93K mi.

*

2005 GMC

YUKON XL 4X4
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Caribbean Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classifi ed Section

Across
1. Jacobs and Chagall, e.g.
6. Lake in Provence
9. Angelina’s partner
13. Seize or take over
14. Boxer Clay
15. Grease another’s palms
16. Lord’s estate
17. For every
18. Painter’s helper
19. *Endangered _______ Act
21. *Re-purpose
23. Traveler’s destination
24. Evade payment
25. End of a fuse?
28. *Quickly spreading desert
30. Island famous for bears
35. Faubourg Saint-Honore and 
Rivoli, e.g.
37. Where batters practice
39. Neatly smart in dress, dap-
per
40. Gaelic
41. Acquired behavior pattern
43. Freezing temperature in 
Celsius
44. Colorado national park
46. ____ Lee
47. *What most cars do with 
pollutants
48. Type of engine
50. Beaks
52. ___ Paolo
53. Like a painting on a wall
55. Top seed in tournament

57. Because of that
61. *Gaylord Nelson to Earth 
Day
65. Group of wives
66. Sea in Spain
68. Garden dweller
69. *Diminishing layer
70. One who plays for pay
71. Harry’s Professor of 
Defence Against the Dark Arts
72. R in RIP
73. Bottom of pants, e.g.
74. Triangular road sign

Down
1. “____ the word”
2. As quickly as you can
3. Ancient Germanic alphabet 
character
4. Cash Return on Capital 
Invested
5. *Rachel Carson’s “Silent 
______”
6. 200 of these in Daytona 500
7. Type of brew
8. Type of clouds, pl.
9. Make like a donkey
10. Reduced instruction set 
computer
11. Cain’s victim
12. Mark for omission
15. Appear inviting
20. Steve Buscemi’s character 
on “Boardwalk Empire”
22. Bugling ungulate

24. Beginning of universe?
25. *An objective is to save 
these
26. _____ Ratched from “One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”
27. *Outer layer of seeds
29. Sheep cries
31. Fog or stupor
32. Milk and bread on a gro-
cery list, e.g.
33. Courtyards
34. *_____ Protocol, a frame-
work for climate change
36. Nostradamus, e.g.
38. Irish name of Ireland
42. Something best not men-
tioned
45. “In the grand ______ of 
things”
49. Center of activity
51. Cozy and warm
54. Usually depicted as beauti-
ful maiden
56. Boredom
57. God of thunder
58. *Atmospheric dust, vapor, 
smoke and moisture
59. Aphrodite’s son
60. Popular rock opera
61. “____ Russia with Love”
62. Ignorant person
63. Male version of Emily
64. Tear violently
67. “____ we there yet?”





































$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Nokia Lumia 900

1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be 
charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), 
a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and 
services from AT&T. Phone subject to availability. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, 
or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.
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