
By Nelson A. King
Cuban dissidents say 

that almost 750 activists 
have signed a letter to Pope 
Benedict XVI warning that 
his forthcoming visit to the 
Spanish-speaking Caribbean 
island would “send a mes-
sage to the oppressors that 
they can continue” to abuse 
Catholic opponents.

 “We would be very happy 
to receive you in our coun-
try, if the message of faith, 
love and hope that you could 
bring us also would serve to 
halt the repression against 
those who want to go to 
church,” said the dissidents 
in the letter made available 
to reporters in Havana, the 
Cuban capital. 

The letter did not direct-
ly urge the pontiff to cancel 
his planned Mar. 26-28 visit 
to Havana and Santiago 
de Cuba, but added, “May 
the Holy Trinity illuminate 
your mind so that you can 
make a correct decision.” 

The letter was the lat-
est word from Cuban dis-
sidents, who claim that the 
pope’s visit would legitimize 
Raúl Castro’s government 
and do little or nothing to 
improve human rights on 
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Samson Usilo of Nazareth HS is caught between two 
St. Agnes players as his team emerges at the top of the 
CHSAA League championships. See page 43.
 Photo by Lem Peterkin
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By Bert Wilkinson
Caribbean Community (Caricom) 

leaders head to Suriname this week 
for their annual mid-year retreat 
with what would normally contain 
a list of mundane agenda items on 
their plate, but recent grumblings 
from one of the most influential 
among the current bunch could gen-
erate enough sound bites and quotes 
to make the  two-day summit start-
ing on Thursday a memorable one.

For one thing, Prime Minister 
Ralph Gonsalves of St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines, usually the most 
outspoken of leaders at any forum 
which he attends, has already sig-
naled his intention to highlight 
a string of “grouses” he and the 
Caricom sub-grouping -- the nine-
nation OECS, have with the regional 
integration movement, not the least 
among them being limited develop-
ment aid available to the smaller 
island-nations.

Gonsalves says  in a most recent 
letter to colleague prime ministers 

Continued on page 4
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Caribbean 
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News from back home 
updated daily at

www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued on page 18

Caribbean

Prince Edward, the 
youngest child of Queen 
Elizabeth 11 and his wife 
Princess Sophie are vis-
iting several Caribbean 
islands to celebrate 
the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee according to 
an announcement by 
Buckingham Palace.

“It’s even more sig-
nificant given that it 
would be the first tour 
of any for the royals to 
any countries worldwide 
for these celebrations,” 
states the release.

Prince Edward and 
Princess Sophie who 
carry the titles, the Earl 
and Countess of Wessex 
will spend a total of two 
weeks visiting Trinidad 
and Tobago, Barbados, 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Grenada, 
Montserrat, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, Anguilla and 
Antigua and Barbuda.

The visit began on 
Feb. 21 in St. Lucia and 
will end on March 3.

The ship used by 
the royal couple, Fort 
Rosalie, is part of the 
fleet that replenishes 
warships of the Royal 
Navy and allied navies 
with food, stores and 
ammunition, whilst 
underway,

It currently pro-
vides the UK govern-
ment’s presence in the 
Caribbean, strengthen-
ing regional ties and 
in support of Counter 
Narcotic Operatives.

Barbados

The Barbados and 
Eastern Caribbean oper-
ations of the crashed 
CLICO insurance com-
pany have been bought 
by a Barbadian entrepre-

By Nelson A. King 
Haiti President 

President Michel Martelly 
on March 1 nominat-
ed his Foreign Minister 
Laurent Lamothe, as 
the next prime minister 
in the earthquake-rav-
aged, French-speaking 
Caribbean country. 

Senate President Simon 
Desras said Lamonthe, 
39, one of Martelly’s clos-
est advisors and longtime 
friend, was named in an 
official letter to lawmakers. 

Martelly and Lamonthe 
were partners in Global 
Voice Group, a South 
Africa-based telecom 
company, which among 
other things, offer pre-
paid calling cards, before 
Martelly’s candidacy for 
president. Lamothe repre-
sented Haiti on the coun-
try’s Davis Cup team in 
the mid-1990s. 

Haitian legislators have 
already begun discussing 
whether Lamothe meets 
the basic constitutional 
requirements to replace 
caretaker Prime Minister 
Garry Camille, who 
resigned a week before after 
four months on the job. 

Among the issues being 
raised among senators 
are Lamothe’s residency, 
nationality and the need 
for him to present a “dis-

charge,” a document clear-
ing him of any misman-
agement of state funds in 
the four months he has 
been foreign minister.

Haiti’s constitution not 
only forbids the prime 
minister from holding a 
foreign passport, but the 
individual is required to 
have lived in the country 
for the past five years. 

Before his foray into 
Haitian politics, the U.S.-
educated Lamothe was 
a businessman living in 
Miami and parts of Africa, 
where his company did 
extensive business. 

Lamothe was born in 
Port-au-Prince, but like 
others in the Martelly 
administration, has been 

the subject of dual nation-
ality accusations by some 
lawmakers. He has denied 
renouncing his Haitian 
citizenship. 

After Martelly, 
Lamothe’s has been the 
most visible face of the 
Haitian government. He 
has used his position as 
foreign minister to pro-
mote foreign investment, 
and he serves as co-chair-
man of the Presidential 
Advisory Council for the 
Economic Development 
and Investment in 
Haiti along with former 
President Bill Clinton. 

“I am not sure why 
Lamothe wants to be 
prime minister. He is in 
a position of power. He 

was even more powerful 
than Conille,” Michel Eric 
Gaillard, a Port-au-Prince 
political analyst, referring 
to Lamothe’s closeness to 
Martelly and reputation 
as the “go-to” guy even 
among some foreign diplo-
mats seeking to influence 
Martelly, told reporters.

“For Lamothe to win 
the nomination, President 
Martelly will need to 
improve on his negotiat-
ing skills with the parlia-
ment,’’ he added. 

Lamothe’s nomination 
comes less than a week 
after Conille’s surprised 
resignation. He stepped 
down amid tensions with 
Martelly and members of 
his cabinet. Conille is the 
10th prime minister to be 
deposed or dismissed, or 
who has resigned, since 
Haiti ushered in democ-
racy in 1986.

In a statement after 
Conille’s resignation, 
Clinton, who co-chaired 
the Interim Haiti Recovery 
Commission, said he had 
“tremendous respect for 
Prime Minister Conille 
and his decision to step 
down.” Conille had served 
as a top Clinton aide in his 
role as U.N. Special Envoy 
for Haiti and co-chairman 
of the recovery commis-
sion. 

By Azad Ali
West Indies cricketer 

Runako Morton, 33, was 
killed in a car crash on 
the Sir Solomon Highway, 
while heading to his home 
in Princess Town, South 
Trinidad around 11:00 
p.m. on Sunday night

Morton reportedly lost 
control of his car and 
crashed into a utility pole. 
He was the lone occupant 
in the car.

Nevis-born Morton, who 
has been living in Trinidad 
for several years playing 
Club cricket had earlier left 
the Queen’s Park Cricket 
Club, Port of Spain.

The right-handed 
batsman and off-break 
bowler started his Test 

career against Sri Lanka 
in Colombo in July, 2005. 
His last Test was against 
Australia in 2010 at 
Sydney.

Morton played his first 
One-Day International 
against Pakistan in 2002 
and made his Twenty20 
debut against New Zealand 
in 2006.

In all, he played 15 Tests 
scoring 1192 runs at an 
average of 22.03. His high-
est score was 70 not out.

In the ODIs, he played 
56 matches scoring 1519 
runs with a score of 110 
not out and an average 
of 33.75. He played seven 
Twenty20s with a highest 
score of 40 at an average 
of 16.00

His international career 
with the West Indies 
spanned eight years but he 
was unable to win a regular 
place in the side because of 
the controversies he was 
embroiled in.

He also played 95 first 
class matches and rep-
resented the Leeward 
Islands, before moving to 
Trinidad and Tobago. He 
also represented T&T in 
first class matches.

Last March Morton 
and his compatriot, 
Leeward Islands cricketer 
Elequemundo Willett were 
charged with possession 
of marijuana after police 
searched a car in which 
they were occupants and 
allegedly seized the “weed.” 

They pleaded not guilty 
and were released on bail. 
The case is yet to be com-
pleted.

By Azad Ali
Former Jamaica Prime 

Minister PJ Patterson has 
called on Caribbean nations to 
press ahead with the regional 
integration project, including 
the adoption of the Caribbean 
Court of Justice (CCJ) as their 
appellate court.

Patterson who was speaking 
at a recent celebratory dinner 
held in his honor at the Round 
Hill Hotel in the northwestern 
parish of Hanover urged states 
to work together to develop 
the region and protect their 
interests, just as how the 
once-warring European Union 
countries have done.

“The challenges which we 
face oblige us, not just out of 
a question of sentiment, but of 
shared necessity, to pool our 
collective strengths and com-
bine all our resources in the 
development of the Caribbean 
to which we belong,” he told 
the banquet.

Patterson, an early archi-
tect of the Caribbean Court 
of Justice, said the Caribbean 
community member states 
should embrace the CCJ as 
their final court of appeal and 
replace the Privy Council in 
London, stating that the ques-
tions surrounding the court 
have been answered.

“We have already paid for 
the Caribbean Court of Justice 
in full, whether or not we use 
it as our final appellate court, 
so let’s embrace it,” he said.

Jamaica retains appeals 
to the Privy Council for civil 
and criminal matters but 
Patterson’s recently-elected 
People’s National Party (PNP) 
government has signaled its 
intention to join the CCJ.

Patterson 
calls on 
region
to unite

Former Jamaica Prime 
Minister Percival James 
Patterson.  
 AP Photo/Santiago Llanquin

Michel Martelly nominates 
Lamothe for prime minister

Haiti’s Foreign Minister Laurent Lamothe.
 AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery

Runako Morton dies in car crash

West Indies batsman 
Runako Morton died in 
a car crash in Trinidad.
 AP Photo/Chris Brandis
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By Tequila Minsky
Council Member 

Jumaane Williams joined 
other elected officials and 
Communities United for 
Police Reform (CPR) in a 
campaign to end discrimi-
natory policing practices in 
New York City last week. 
They are launching a legis-
lative effort to raise NYPD 
accountability. 

The coalition, seemingly 
spearheaded by Councilman 
Williams (at least, legis-
latively), brings together 
community groups, city 
council members and 
advocacy individuals and 
organizations who believe 
“enough is enough” with 
the erosion of New Yorkers’ 
civil liberties, particularly 
for those who are black and 
brown.

Braving a blustery rain, 
supporters took shelter 
under City Hall’s portico 

as Williams articulated the 
legislation – three bills – he 
was about to introduce to 
the State Council Meeting 
to protect New Yorkers 
against discriminatory 
NYPD practices, including 
unlawful and seemingly 
capricious searches.

“We need to empower 90 
percent of New Yorkers that 
are innocent with legal pro-
tections, stronger oversight 
and better policing prac-
tices. I am convinced that 
this legislation will improve 
community policing by 
creating stronger relations 
between the police and the 
community,” Williams said.

Williams has himself 
been the target of NYPD 
profiling, stopped in 
Williamsburg while driv-
ing, last year,  and then a 
month later, detained and 
handcuffed with Kirstin 

500 youngsters  from the five 
boroughs of New York City com-
peted in city-wide tournaments dur-
ing a fun-filled day of educational 
games and laughter on Feb. 22 at 
the Police Athletic League’s (PAL) 
Annual Educational Tournament of 
Champions at PAL’s Edward Byrne 
Center in Queens. 

Champions, ages six to 13 from 
PAL’s Duncan Center in Hells 
Kitchen, PAL’s Harlem Center and 
PAL’s Armory Center in Washington 
Heights, challenged their peers 
from PAL centers across the city in 
Checkers, Boggle, a Spelling Bee, 
Ping Pong, a Math Bowl, Trouble, 
UNO, PAL’s Fitness Challenge, 
Mancala, Tangram Challenges, 
Basketball and a Boat Expo.

The Tournament of Champions 
is an annual PAL event, fostering 
better understanding and relation-
ships by bringing together boys and 
girls of different ethnic and cul-
tural backgrounds.  PAL encourages 
youngsters to develop athletic and 
educational skills, and the sports-
manship qualities of discipline, fair 
play and healthy competition.  

New York City’s Police Athletic 
League is the first and finest civilian-
run PAL in the country. Founded 
in 1914, PAL has served the city’s 
young people for 97 years.  PAL 
provides recreational, educational, 
cultural and social activities to over 
50,000 boys and girls annually.  It is 
also the city’s largest, independent, 
nonprofit youth organization.  For 
more information, please visit www.
palnyc.org.

PAL tournament of Champions

Children participated in ping 
pong at PAL’s tournament of 
Champions.

PAL Youngsters built boats to 
participate in the Boat Challenge 
Expo.

Young people participate in PAL’s 
Fitness Challenge.

Calling for more 
accountability 
from the NYPD

Councilman Jumaane Williams introduced three bills 
to City Council as part of a campaign to end discrimi-
natory policing practices by the NYPD.
 Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Nelson A. King
A federal jury in Houston, TX on 

Mar. 6 found Texas financier Allen 
Stanford guilty of masterminding a 
“massive” US$7 billion Ponzi scheme 
involving certificates of deposits 
(CDs) at Stanford’s Antigua-based 
Stanford International Bank (SIB). 

The jury of eight men and four 
women found Stanford guilty of all 
but one of the 14 counts against 
him, including wire and mail fraud 
and obstructing a US Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) probe. 
He faces up to 20 years in prison 
for each fraud count when he is 
sentenced.  

Stanford was found not guilty of 
a single wire fraud count related to 
bribing an Antiguan official with 
Super Bowl tickets.  

“We are disappointed in the out-
come,” defense lawyer Ali Fazel 
told reporters outside Houston 
Federal District Court. “We expect 
to appeal.” 

Robert Scardino, Stanford’s other 
lead attorney, said the defense team 
will “examine issues for a new trial.” 

Prosecutors said Stanford used 
investors’ money to fund a series of 
failed businesses, bribe regulators 
and pay for luxuries, such as yachts 
and private jets. 

His attorneys had portrayed 
Stanford as a visionary entrepre-
neur who made money for inves-
tors and conducted legitimate 
business deals.

Stanford convicted in international ponzi scheme
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and presidents that he has some 
“specific grouses” linked mostly to 
what he called the “limited capitali-
zation of the Caricom Development 
Fund (CDF) and “the veritable col-
lapse” of the petroleum fund that 
Trinidad under the previous Patrick 
Manning administration had offered 
to sister bloc nations.

Since Kamla Persad-Bissessar 
became the Trinidad and Tobago 
(T&T) prime minister nearly two 
years ago, she has signaled that mil-
lions in grant aid from the petroleum 
fund would dry up because T&T “is 
not the ATM” of the Caribbean. And 
judging by Gonsalves’ interpretation 
of the state of play, it appears that 
Port of Spain has carried through 
with threats to whither up the fund 
to virtually no releases in at all in 
recent months.

Railing against alleged unfair 
competition and the inability of 
the regional powers-that-be to level 
the playing field, the second-term 
prime minister argued that manu-
facturing is on the decline in the 
OECS, and fingered Trinidad as 
being one of the main culprits of 
unfair trade and competition.

Trinidad also came into his 
sights for offering its own car-
rier, Caribbean Airlines, a fuel 

subsidy that makes it unprofitable 
and harder for Antigua-based com-
muter airline, LIAT, to continue its 
lifeline services to islands across 
the region. LIAT, he says, might 
well approach the regional trade 
court to resolve the issue.

There is a “prevailing sentiment” 
in the OECS that “Caricom’s serv-
ice to, and sensibility towards, the 
OECS member-states are less than 
desirable,” he noted, contending 
that “some of these complaints are 
more easily addressed than oth-
ers but that they are all evidently 
soluble if we are committed, on an 
on-going basis, to solving them. If 
not satisfactorily alleviated, these 
problems or limitations would fes-
ter further; in time they are likely 
to become septic and debilitating,” 
Gonsalves said.

Other agenda items would 
as usual include a review of the 
functioning of the single trad-
ing market, the debilitating tur-
moil in West Indies and Guyanese 
cricket, the visit of the president 
of Chile and Haiti’s continuing 
struggle to get back on its feet 
after the January 2011 devastating 
earthquake that reportedly killed 
more than 300,000 as all roads 
lead this week to Paramaribo, the 
Surinamese capital.

the communist-ruled island.
Popular blogger Yoani 

Sánchez wrote in Spain’s El 
País newspaper that while 
Cubans enthusiastically wel-
comed Pope John Paul II’s 
visit in 1998, today “a dose 
of national cynicism conspires 
against any enthusiasm.”

Havana dissident Martha 
Beatriz Roque said the idea 
for the letter emerged several 
weeks ago among activists, 
including Catholics and non-
Catholics, and from various 
groups who know each other 
and talk regularly about Cuban 
issues.

“This does not come from 
any specific group, but rather 
from many people who are in 
contact with each other, and 
then each group sought the 
signatures in the provinces,” 
Roque told reporters. 

Roque said she emailed the 
letter to contacts abroad, along 
with the list of 749 names of 
people who signed it and their 
respective Cuban identity card 
numbers. 

She said some of Cuba’s 
best-known dissidents, such as 
Guillermo Fariñas, Sara Martha 

Fonseca, Vladimiro Roca, Jorge 
Luis “Antunez” García Pérez 
and his wife, Iris Tamara Perez 
Aguilar were among the letter 
signers. 

Some dissidents have, how-
ever, cautiously welcomed the 
papal visit as “a ray of hope” 

for the Cuban people and the 
Catholic Church, Roque said. 

Catholic activists Oswaldo 
Payá and Dagoberto Valdés, 
Ladies in White leader Bertha 
Soler and her husband, former 
political prisoner Angel Moya, 
and dissident Oscar Elias 
Biscet did not sign the letter, 
Roque said. 

She said that she has been 
asking for an interview with the 
Vatican’s diplomatic envoy in 
Havana, Msgr. Bruno Musaro, 
for the past month, to hand 
over the letter but is yet to 
receive any response. 

The letter says that since 
abuses against Catholics has 
increased after the papal visit 
was announced, Benedict’s 

presence in Cuba “would be 
like sending a message to the 
oppressors that they can con-
tinue to do whatever they want, 
that the church will allow it.” 

It cites three cases in which 
alleged government support-
ers harassed or threatened dis-
sidents who had gathered in 
churches, including one on 
Feb. 19 in which the arch-
bishop of Santiago de Cuba 
had to intervene to protect 14 
Ladies in White surrounded at 
the Our Lady of Charity shrine 
in El Cobre.

“One should add that on top 
of all that, some of the faith-
ful are visited by the politi-
cal police, between Friday and 
Saturday of each week, to be 
warned that they will not be 
allowed to attend mass — and, 
indeed, they are arrested on 
Sunday,” the letter adds.

The letter also states that 
the government alleges the 
dissidents go to church only 
“to provoke and engage in pol-
iticking”, adding that “some 
non-official people” have 
repeated that line. 

Trinidad afoul of Caricom Dissidents against papal visit
Continued from cover

Continued from cover

But some see it as 
a ray of hope.

GMHC, 446 West 33rd Street, 7th floor  
(between 9th & 10th Avenues) NYC

5:30  – 6:00 VIDEO SCREENING
“Many Women,  One Voice:
African American Women & HIV
by National Black Leadership  
Commission on AI

To attend, please call (212) 367-1247 or write to elizabethl@gmhc.org.

6:30  – 8:00 : COMMUNITY DISCUSSION 

S 

6:00  – 6:30 PRESENTATION
Guest Speaker:

MADELINE SUTTON, MD, MPH
   y, HIV/AIDStironiM ,redaeL maeT

Research Initiative, CDC

Guest Moderator:

MARTHA STARK  HC Board of Directors andMG ,riahC eciV-oC
D

Guest Panelists:

INGRID FLOYD, MBA Executive Director, Iris House 
JACQUELINE EBANKS, MS
Vice President of Programs, New York Women’s Foundation

LILLIBETH GONZALEZ Community Health Specialist, GMHC 
REVEREND PATRICIA MORRIS Springfield Baptist Church

In recognition of National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (March 10)

GMHC presents:

WOMEN IN SYNC 
A community discussion on women and HIV

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
5:30  – 8:00 

The event is free and open to the general public.  
Free and confidential HIV testing will be available.  
Light dinner will be served.
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-559-6992 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
1117 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219
www.kellerchirony.com

718.559.6992
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Free! 
Pack of Needles

With this ad
 exp date 03/30/12

Vacuum and Sewing Machine Repair Specialists!

REPAIRED

REPAIRED

We service Kirby, Electrolux, Hoover, Eureka,
Dirt Devil, Panasonic, Bissell and 
all brands of vacuum cleaners
We Specialize in Singer, Brother and all other brands 
of sewing machines, scissors, knives sharpened
We sell Yarn and Crochet Thread Knitting Needles, 
Fabrics, Notions, Patterns

We sell 

pressure cooker 

parts

Fabrics, Notions, PFabrics, Nottioions, , P

Sew World International Inc.
744 Utica Ave Brooklyn, NY 11203 (across from post office)

718-778-9560

Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center 
585 Schenectady Avenue 

Brookyln, NY 11203 
Tel: 718-363-6983

Now accepting new patients
Office Hours: Mon-Sat 8am to 7pm | www.oseikwakyeobgyn.com

Compassionate, Personalized and Specialized Women’s Health Care

Dr. Kwakye-Berko Dr. Solomon Osei
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THIS WEEKEND,

THERE ARE 
2 GREAT WAYS 
TO SAVE!

25%-5O% off 
storewide
including collections you’d 
never expect to see on sale!1

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY 
+ EXTRA 10% OR 15% OFF.
Free shipping with $99 purchase. Use promo code: 
RELAX for extra savings; offer valid 3/7-3/11/12. 
Exclusions apply; see macys.com for details. 

EXTRA 15% OFF

WOW! PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL 

SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL!
(EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS, 
PLUS FINE & FASHION JEWELRY & SELECT HOME ITEMS  

EXTRA 10% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE watches, shoes, coats, 
suits, dresses, intimates; men’s suit separates & sportcoats

 & electrics/electronics.  
Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, 

floor coverings, rugs, men’s store electronics, multi-pair shoe purchases for her,  
cosmetics/fragrances, jewelry trunk shows, previous purchases, special orders, 

selected licensed depts., special purchases, services, macys.com. Cannot be 
combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except 

opening a new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES.

VALID 3/7-3/11/2012

OR TEXT “CPN” TO MACYS (62297)

2
take an extra 
15% or 1O% off†

when you use your 
Macy’s Card or savings pass. 
†Exclusions apply; see pass.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 15% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new account 
savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are limited to
a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

WEEKEND SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 3/7-3/11/12.
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A no-confidence motion 
in the Prime Minister of 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar by 
Opposition Leader Dr. Keith 
Rowley was defeated in the 
House of Representatives 
on Saturday after a his-
toric 27 and a half hours 
of debate.

All 20 government MPs 
voted against, while 11 
opposition MPs voted in 
favor of the motion, which 
began on Friday at 1.30 
p.m. and ended after 5:00 

p.m. the following day.
It was the longest sitting 

in the history of the coun-
try’s Parliament, Speaker 
Wade Mark told the House.

No MP abstained from 
voting. The 12th People’s 
National Movement (PNM) 
MP, former Prime Minister 
of Trinidad and Tobago 
Patrick Manning is in the 
USA recuperating from a 
stroke.

In her contribution 
Persad-Bissessar deliv-
ered a stinging attack on 

Rowley for making allega-
tions against her without a 
shred of evidence, said the 
objective of the motion was 
to get her fired and bring 
down the government, but 
the opposition had failed in 
its attempt.

“The motion was doomed 
to fail. You must come with 
evidence,” she said.

She said for 12 years 
Rowley’s former leader 
Patrick Manning had to put 
up with him and had even 
described him as a “raging 

bull and a man completely 
out of control.”

Dr. Rowley first 
announced he had filed 
a motion against Persad-
Bissessar when he spoke at 
a news conference recent-
ly.

He noted that the oppo-
sition was going to lose 
the vote on the motion 
because of the govern-
ment’s numerical advan-
tage in the Parliament. 
“The actual votes cast are 
not the matter at hand, it 

is what is said in the debate 
and we (PNM) have a lot 
to say to the government,” 
he said.

The text of Rowley’s 
motion cites the prime 
minister’s gross incompe-
tence, failure to stimulate 
the economy and create 

sustainable employment; 
a consistent unwillingness 
to act in the best inter-
est of the people of T&T 
and an absence of effective 
management of officers 
under the control of the 
prime minister, resulting 
in persistent confusion and 
encouragement of wrong-
doing in the conduct of 
the national affairs of the 
country, as the reasons 
why he is calling on the 
House “to express its con-
cern and lack of confidence 
in Persad-Bissessar.”

Rowley said he want-
ed the prime minister to 
account for her steward-
ship since her government 
took office 22 months ago.

The People’s Partnership 
government comprises a 
coalition of five political 
parties.

2011-2012 SEASON

Saturday, March 24 at 8pm

Sunday, March 25 at 3pm
Tickets: $36 - $45

National
Dance

Theatre
Company

of Jamaica

BrooklynCenterOnline.org 

or 718-951-4500

National
Dance

Theatre
Company

of Jamaica

Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

50th ANNIVERSARY 
C E L E B R A T I O N

Sponsored by:
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GRAND PRIZE -
$1500 Cash Plus A Trophy

SECOND PRIZE -
Lap Top Computer

THIRD PRIZE -
32” TV

Registration Fee $30
Limited To Only 25 Singers - First Come Basis 

March 17, 2012

Call 718-322-2900 For Audition

PRODUCERS/PROMOTERS -

Looking For New Singing Talent
You Think You Can  Sing…Now Is Time 

To Show Off Your Singing Talent

Reggae, Hip Hop, Soca, 
Chutney And R&B

Male /Female 18 Year Old 
And Over

T&T’s PM survives no-confidence motion

Prime Minister of Trinidad 
and Tobago, Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar.
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Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor 
about Strong Foundations. Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW 

or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Every 17 seconds, 
an elderly person  
is taken to the ER 
because of a fall.

You won’t see Mom 
again until next week.

Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to 

help reduce the risk of falling in older adults. This is 

important because falls are the leading cause of fatal 

injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at 

risk include holding onto furniture for balance and 

stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. With 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing 

falls risk, Strong Foundations from the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

Now what?

GOURMET CUIS INE

SPIR IT

ANNIVERSARY

YOU UNSCRIPTED

Airfare, double occupancy, and four-night minimum hotel stay is 
required to receive the $400 instant credit, per booking. $50 in dining 
certifi cates and Carnival “survival pack” gift bag will be provided by 
the USVI Department of Tourism and received by guest upon check-
in. Bookings must be made between 2/20/2012 and 3/19/2012 for 
travel between 4/14/2012 and 4/30/2012. Offer does not include airfare 
taxes/fees and/or destination charges. USVI Government 10% Tax and 
hotel service charges must be paid on gross retail package price. This 
package is only available for the islands of St. Thomas and St. John. 
Offer not valid on preexisting reservations, and cannot be combined 
with any other offer or promotion. Blackout dates and other restrictions 
may apply. ©2012 U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism. 

GET READY. CARNIVAL IS HERE.
BOOK YOUR TRIP BY MARCH 19TH TO SAVE $450. 
GO TO CHEAPCARIBBEAN.COM/USVI

1 32

PREMIER DREAM TEAM
NEW & PRE-OWNED AUTO SALES

YOU WORK

YOU DRIVE!

Backed By Americas Biggest Banks

Y

$500
$500

$500

DISCOUNT 

WITH THIS AD
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We also sell 

Dollar Vans

Backed By Americas Big
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5001 Glenwood Rd.

(Corner of Utica Ave.)

 Open until 9pm, 7 Days A Week 

Dream Team
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Letters to the Editor are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care 
of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Editor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech 
Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the 
individual’s verifiable address and telephone number included. Note that the address 
and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or 
withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.
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Corporate Headquarters: One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, New York 11201
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George H. Whyte, Tangerine Clarke, Bert Wilkinson, Lloyd Kam Williams
GENERAL INFORMATION (718) 260-2500

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright© 2012 by Courier-
Life, Inc., publishers. Caribbean Life is protected by Federal copyright law. Each issue of Caribbean Life is registered with the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 
The Caribbean Life, its advertisements, articles and photographs, may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except 
brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law.

Letter

By David R. Jones
A recent New York Times article found 

how dependent many Americans are on 
public benefits, even while supporting can-
didates and policies that would wipe out 
such programs. I’ve just been through my 
own “wake up call” experience over the 
past two months. I oversee the care of my 
93-year-old mother who resides in a group 
care setting in Manhattan.

Over the past year, she had to be admit-
ted to the New York Cornell Hospital on 
two occasions -- basically to get a full 
battery of tests -- once after a fall, the 
other time because of an infection. In both 
cases, things turned out well; no broken 
bones and an easily treatable infection. The 
bills, on the other hand, would have virtu-
ally wiped her out if she wasn’t covered by 
Medicare. Between CAT scans, a couple of 
days of care in the emergency room and on 
the wards, x-rays, etc., the bills that I looked 
at exceeded $50,000 and climbing -- all fully 
covered, but an unmitigated disaster if she 
were uninsured.

But as I reviewed all the paperwork, I 
realized how neither the White House, 
elected officials, nor advocates like me have 
been adequately conveying to the general 
public just what is at stake in insuring that 
the American Care Act (ACA), aka “Obama 
Care,” is kept in force.

It’s under direct attack now in the 
courts; the Supreme Court agreed to deter-
mine its legality (Florida v. Department of 
Health and Human Services, No. 11-400). 
And it’s become an article of faith for the 
Republican candidates for president that 
their first priority if elected would be to 
seek its repeal.

The attacks on the legislation are often 
abetted by the fact that virtually no one 
in the general public understands what 
this legislation means to them and their 
families. In the absence of understanding, 
the radio talk show hosts have convinced 
many Americans across the economic and 
political spectrum that the ACA either has 
no relationship to them or, at worst, will 
deny them access to health care. Part of 
the problem is that the main provisions 
of the ACA don’t kick in until 2014, so the 
tangible benefits are still in the future for 
most of us.

But it’s also a fact that the manner in 
which the act was passed was primarily 
an “insider’s game,” convincing the major 
interests -- insurers, hospitals, doctors, and 
members of Congress -- that the act would 
not destabilize their interests. Very lit-
tle effort was made to enlist broad-based 
public support for the act and now, as a 
consequence, there needs to be a broad-
based education effort to get people to 

understand just what’s at stake for them 
and their families.

And the stakes are enormous. Already, 
in the Great Recession and its aftermath, 
62 percent of personal bankruptcies are 
directly attributable to the inability to pay 
for health care. An estimated 50 million 
Americans lack health insurance, includ-
ing the 9.3 million adults who lost health 
insurance due to the recession. Even under 
the compromises which led to the passage 
of the ACA, fully 95 percent of Americans 
would be covered by 2014. This would be 
an enormous help not only for the working 
poor, but for virtually everyone who isn’t 
super wealthy.

My organization, the Community Service 
Society (CSS), has had a ringside seat at 
how the act is beginning to have significant 
positive impact on a great number of New 
Yorkers. Largely through the efforts of New 
York’s U.S. senators, a special provision was 
inserted in ACA, which required each state 
to establish an Ombuds Program to assist 
consumers in the inevitable challenges they 
face accessing health care or coverage.

In New York State, CSS supervises a 
group of 28 non-profits, ranging from the 
Medicare Rights Center to the Adirondack 
Health Institute, in order to help level the 
playing field for individuals trying to get the 
coverage they’re entitled to. In the first year 
of operation (November 2010 to September 
2011), our network provided counseling or 
education to 28,589 New Yorkers, includ-
ing individual case assistance to 10,506, and 
our Helpline assisted 2,911 people (888-
614-5400; www.communityhealthadvo-
cates.org. We also conducted 750 training 
events for 18,083 advocates, consumers, 
and providers.

Some of the cases we’ve handled involve 
getting people insurance they are entitled 
to under the ACA. For example, up to the 
age of 26, children of insured people can 
now be covered under the ACA. Just as sig-
nificantly, people with pre-existing condi-
tions, even cancer or renal failure, can now 
get insurance coverage where none was 
available before the act was passed.

We’ve put a small booklet together 
which describes some of the cases: Health 
Reform Works: How the Affordable Care 
Act is Already Making a Difference for New 
Yorkers (2012). But now we have to urge 
the White House and other players to start 
to get the message out to consumers that 
this act must survive in order to avoid what 
could be a real tragedy for huge numbers of 
Americans -- financial ruin at best and dire 
health outcomes, including early death, at 
worst.

 President and CEO, Community Service 
Society of New York

To The Editor:
Kudos to Jamaican Prime Minister 

Portia Simpson Miller for taking a stand 
on the Chris Gayle-West Indies Cricket 
Board (WICB) issue and the incompetence 
of those who run West Indies cricket. The 
response by the WICB was not only out of 
order and illogical, but also arrogant, disre-
spectful of a head of state and smacked of 
‘massa’ mentality.

To suggest that a head of state was misin-
formed on a matter that has been so highly 
publicised is indicative of the attitude of 
the WICB over the years that it is the only 
repository of what is accurate and valid.

Furthermore, the claim that Gayle’s 
comments were “tantamount to a member 
of the Jamaican Cabinet lambasting and 
deriding the leader of the Cabinet and fel-
low Cabinet colleagues and being returned 
to that august body without any account-
ability for his or her actions” is ludicrous at 
best. For one, Gayle is not a member of the 
WICB so he cannot be equated to a cabinet 
member. Secondly, like any citizen of the 
region, Gayle has the right to freedom of 
expression. Thirdly, Gayle is not simply an 
employee of the board but a cricketer repre-
senting the entire West Indies and one who 
has done so with acclaim over the years.

Finally, the WICB is not a ruling cabinet 
with political power nor a corporate board 
in charge of private interests but a group 
delegated to take care of our cricket and 
that delegation comes from the people of 
the region.

The simple fact is that Gayle’s comments 
reflect the views and feelings of the majority 
of West Indian cricket fans and lovers, thus 
if the WICB was not a group of self-right-
eous dons, it would have taken cognizant of 
the sentiments of Gayle and the thousands 
of others expressed over the years and really 
put in place recommendations to address 
its incompetence and maladministration of 
the past two decades or so.

Madam Portia Simpson has taken a 
stand. It is time that other heads of state 
and governments join her in calling on the 
WICB for accountability and reform so that 
our cricket can get back on a footing that 
would lay the base for its rise once again.

Meanwhile, we ask all fans and lovers 
of West Indies cricket to please do the fol-
lowing:

1. Write letters to the media calling 
on governments to follow the lead of the 
Jamaican prime minister.

2. Call, fax or write the West Indies 
Cricket Board to express your views about 
their incompetence and mismanagement.

3. Log on the Facebook page ‘Guardians 
of WI Cricket’, click the like button (https://
www.facebook.com/pages/Guardians-Of-
WI-Cricket/353213088034412?sk=wall&fi
lter=1) and share your views. Also invite 
others to do so.

4.  Sign the petition that will be sent to 
the WICB – link on the FB page ‘Guardians 
of WI Cricket.’ The petition will be avail-
able soon.

Annan Boodram

Jamaica Prime Minister 
supports Gayle’s recall

Fighting to protect 
affording health care

Op-Ed
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By Les Slater
Let’s face it. Republicans had to know they were in trou-

ble when the serious challengers to what many thought to 
be Mitt Romney’s secure hold  on the nomination turned 
out first to be Newt Gingrich and more recently, Rick 
Santorum. Primary and caucus voters apparently came 
to see the outlandishness of Gingrich possibly heading 
the 2012 GOP ticket and have pulled back from that but, 
implausibly, have looked in the direction of an alternative 
wrapped in as much, if not more freakishness. Selling 
Santorum as possessing credible presidential mettle is 
probably as good an admission as there could be of being 
sapped of all energy to make this fight – the party throw-
ing in the towel in the effort to come up with a choice who 
did not, like Romney, flunk the far-right’s litmus test.    

The Republicans’ plight has been generating lots of 
buzz from commentators. How unimpressive is the field 
of candidates tends to be a popularly held view. As is the 
boomerang effect of what GOP strategists figured to be 
a sure-fire tactic for dominating the political space, the 
scheduling of that bewildering series of debates. Maureen 
Dowd of the New York Times, in her typically droll sum-
marizing of where the Republicans currently find them-
selves,  suggested that Santorum should just get lost so 
as to leave Romney alone “to limp across the finish line,” 
thence to devote “full time and attention to losing to 
President Obama.”    

It’s early yet, but there’s much folks are seeing about 
how this presidential race stacks up that leads many 
an observer to call it exactly as Dowd has. She in fact 
speculates that the Republicans may have already caved 
on 2012, and have begun looking four years down the 
road. Don’t try convincing Santorum or Romney of 
that, though.  Romney will keep right on trying to make 

the case that he’s the Mr. Fixit the country needs. And 
Santorum will just as doggedly be insisting that the 
hard-line ideological twaddle he seeks to propagate is 
America’s last best hope. 

Even if the Republican high command has tacitly 
pulled the plug on the party’s 2012 prospects, candidate 
Romney, if he becomes the nominee, as is widely pre-
sumed, has got to acquire a rap that makes sense.  To 
continue saying of the president, that he has no ideas, 
that the job is too big for him, that it’s a failed presidency, 
etc sounds more hollow with each new report of Obama’s 
job approval numbers on a steady upswing.  I mean, how 
long do you continue trying to make the case of ineptness 
against a guy who nailed bin Laden where seven post-9/11 
years of a Republican administration failed to do so? How 
long do you continue trying to convince an electorate that 
this administration’s decision to bail out the auto indus-
try was horrible and should have been left to  the private 
sector (at a time that banks were themselves reeling!), 
now that the U.S. auto sector has come roaring back? No 
doubt about it, barring some cataclysmic new turn in the 
country’s economic fortunes, the hard, unyielding ground 
on which  Romney finds himself standing these days looks 
to become, if anything, even harder.

That Santorum’s name is in the conversation about 
contenders for the presidency is bizarre enough. But, 
given a platform, via those infernal debates, to play to his 
gallery, he made capital of the opportunity and pressed 
hard to arouse the soft-on-Romney base. Still, how 
Santorum and the bunch of zealots who identify with the 

extremist social conservative screed he is always ready to 
unleash, can seriously entertain dreams of his elevation to 
the presidency is beyond the comprehension of those of us 
of more rational bent. Here’s a guy who not only doesn’t 
hesitate to publicly repudiate the doctrine of separation of 
church and state, but does so in a manner callous and dis-
respectful enough to infuriate some even in the religious 
community to which he panders. Those must be some 
mighty strange urgings to which he responds in relating 
that he felt like throwing up upon reviewing candidate 
John Kennedy’s famous declaration about Catholic dogma 
not influencing his conduct of American policy.  

Then there’s the view from Pennsylvania to be con-
sidered, where Santorum didn’t merely lose his Senate 
seat when he last ran for re-election, he wound up on the 
short end of an 18 point shellacking. That such a drub-
bing can be fast-forwarded to a certified non-starter like 
Rick Santorum making like he really belongs in presiden-
tial politics is entirely due to the orchestrated work the 
Republican Party rolled out as the nomination drill this 
time around. It is, one imagines, the kind of scenario that 
gave rise to the expression: Only in America!

It is therefore not without justification that there’s 
continued referencing of the unflattering state of the 
Republicans’ quest for a presidential candidate. On the 
one hand, a presumptive nominee whose feet, anchored in 
some pretty forbidding terrain, as we’ve said, don’t exactly 
suggest growth potential. On the other hand, a Rick (the 
tiresome process has been bedeviled by two of them) who, 
never mind the histrionics, is going absolutely nowhere. 
Truth be told, the Romney-Santorum duel looks much 
like Maureen Dowd chose to describe it: a race to the bot-
tom.  Caught between a Rick and a hard place isn’t quite 
where the GOP faithful would care to be. 

Viewpoint

We know how 
to help you... 
get better, 
feel better, 
be better!!!

Physical Therapy Associates of Queens 
“Your Neighborhood Movement Specialist”

Most Insurances Accepted. Workers Compensation, No Fault, Metroplus, Medicare, HealthFirst/Plus – State of the Art Facilities

M. W. F. 9AM–7PM, Tue. 10AM–6PM, Sat. 9AM–3PM
In Parkslope, Brooklyn - 

In East Brooklyn - 
Monday-Saturday 9–3PM

Call Now 
For Your 

Free 
Consultation

Specializing in Orthopedics, Geriatrics, No Fault, Workers Compensation, Stroke Rehabilitation!

State Of 
The Art 

Facilities

Between a rock and a hard place
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By Peter M. Rivera
New York State adopted its no-fault auto insurance 

system in the 1970s to contain litigation costs, which 
were driving up auto insurance premiums for ratepay-
ers, while making sure victims with minor injuries 
got quick compensation without regard to fault. To aid 
victims with more serious injuries, such as fracture, 
significant disfigurement, or death, the system protects 
a victim’s right to sue in court. 

Today, New York’s no-fault auto insurance system 
permits up to 50,000 dollars in coverage for any indi-
vidual who is seriously and legitimately injured in auto 
accident. Unfortunately, amidst a tough economy, this 
payout sets the stage for criminals to commit massive 
and highly organized fraud at the expense of honest driv-
ers. As a result, this criminal activity costs New Yorkers 
upwards of 200 million dollars each year by way of a 
“Fraud Tax” in the form of higher insurance premiums.

No-fault auto insurance fraud and staged auto acci-
dents have escalated over the last several years. New 
Yorkers currently pay 53 percent more than the national 
average for auto insurance premiums, placing our state 
fourth most expensive for such costs in the nation. Costs 
are particularly high in the Bronx, where drivers pay as 
much as 335% more than the statewide average, due in 
large part to rampant no-fault fraud. 

Make no mistake about it, no-fault fraud is perpetu-
ated by highly organized criminal rackets which involve 
a number of players who play specific roles in these 

schemes. In some instances, these criminals target 
unsuspecting drivers by purposely causing accidents in 
order to cash-in on no-fault payouts. Other times, “run-
ners” prey on victims of legitimate car accidents with 
a sophisticated web of lies and deceit in order to steer 
them in the direction of unscrupulous medical mills 
where crooked doctors either bill insurance providers 
for a battery of procedures that were not medically 
necessary or were never performed in the first place. No 
matter the details of these fraud schemes, this criminal 
activity puts innocent people at risk and is highly lucra-
tive for the perpetrators who are determined to defraud 
New York’s no-fault auto insurance system only to leave 
honest ratepayers in the red.

This is not to say that no-fault auto insurance is not 
a good idea – it is. However, our state’s outdated and 
broken system is not working as efficiently and cost-
effectively as it should. In fact, since 2007, the suspected 
number of no-fault claims has increased more than 
26 percent, raising the cost of no-fault claims and the 
“Fraud Tax” by 50 percent in the process. What we need 
now, more than ever, are real reforms that put a stop 
to the rampant criminal abuses which have cost New 
Yorkers $627.5 million over the last three years, while 
at the same time maintaining protections for people who 

are hurt in auto accidents.
Reforming New York’s no-fault auto insurance system 

does not require a wholesale overhaul. Instead, Albany 
can and must act now in order to keep the cost of insur-
ance premiums down for hardworking New Yorkers and 
small business owners and ensure fast and fair settle-
ment of legitimate no-fault claims by passing meaning-
ful legislation that will dramatically reduce fraud and 
close the loopholes in our state’s broken auto insurance 
system.

New York’s ratepayers will benefit from reforms 
that will control escalating premium costs and make 
our streets safer, including allowing insurers and law 
enforcement sufficient time to conduct investigations 
into suspicious claims; decertifying health care provid-
ers who commit no-fault insurance fraud; and increas-
ing felony charges for criminal who stage accidents and 
steer victims toward medical mills.

I urge my colleagues in the legislature to join me in 
the call for reforms so that we can fix New York’s broken 
no-fault auto insurance system, cut the “Fraud Tax,” 
stop paying high premiums and start to put dollars back 
in the pockets of New Yorkers at a time when they need 
it most.

For more information regarding no-fault auto insur-
ance fraud, please visit http://www.i-issues.com/new-
york/

Peter M. Rivera  is New York State Assemblyman for 
the 76th Assembly District.

For your Caribbean news updates log on to www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Op-Ed
Cut the auto insurance fraud tax

Recycling just one glass bottle saves enough 
energy to light a 100-watt light bulb for 
four hours, power a computer for 
30 minutes, or a television 
for 20 minutes. Multiply that 
simple act by 8 million 
New Yorkers every day, and 
we can have a major impact 
preserving our natural 
resources and energy needs.  
As North America’s largest 
recycler, Waste Management 
encourages everyone to pitch in 
and recycle.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Small Steps Make a Big DifferenceNEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Over 25 years of legal 
experience on your side

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568
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WORLD-CLASS SPORTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT IS BACK  

IN BROOKLYN

COLLEGE  
BASKETBALL

PROFESSIONAL 
BOXING

FAMILY 
SHOWS

LIVE 
CONCERTS

Be there when the world’s finest in sports and entertainment arrive at 
Barclays Center this September. Visit barclayscenter.com to learn more.

facebook.com/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

BROOKLYN 
NETS
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By Herbert Okun, M.D.
Diplomate American Board of Urology

Doctor, Doctor
Questions Often Asked

Distributed By Healthy Living News
Sugar needs to be controlled like 

alcohol and tobacco say University of 
California (UC) health experts. They 
maintain that sugar is causing a global 
obesity problem contributing to 35 mil-
lion deaths annually from diseases like 
diabetes, heart disease and cancer.

The health experts, doctors in endo-
crinology, sociology and public health, 
recently made their case for a war 
on sugar in the prestigious journal 
Nature.

The experts believe that sugar’s 
potential for abuse, and its toxicity 
and pervasiveness in the Western diet, 
make it the cause of a worldwide health 
crisis.

At the levels consumed by most 
Americans, sugar changes metabolism, 
raises blood pressure, critically alters 
hormones and causes significant dam-
age to the liver – the least understood 
of sugar’s damages. The effects of sugar 
also mirror prolonged alcohol use.

According to the U.N., diabetes and 
obesity now pose a greater health prob-
lem worldwide than infectious diseases. 
In the U.S., 75 percent of health care 
dollars are spent treating sugar related 
conditions.

Worldwide consumption of sugar 
has tripled during the past 50 years 
making it a key contributor of the 
obesity epidemic. According to the UC 
doctors, obesity is just a marker for 

the damage caused by too much sugar. 
This helps explain why 40 percent of 
people with metabolic syndrome — the 
metabolic changes leading to diabetes, 
heart disease and cancer — are not 
clinically obese.

The problem requires community-
wide solutions, similar to what has 
occurred with alcohol and tobacco, one 
of the doctors said.

“We’re not talking prohibition,” 
emphasized Laura Schmidt, PhD, MSW, 
MPH, of the University of California, 
San Francisco. “We’re talking about 
gentle ways to make sugar consump-
tion slightly less convenient, thereby 
moving people away from the con-
centrated dose. What we want is to 
actually increase people’s choices by 
making foods that aren’t loaded with 
sugar comparatively easier and cheaper 
to get.” 

Meanwhile, a recent study shows 
that Black and Hispanic families are 
most likely to buy sugary cereals that 
are advertised directly to children. 
The study, which appears in the jour-
nal Public Health Nutrition, shows 
that Ethnic Minority households pur-
chase cereals advertised directly to 
children at a 13 times higher rate.

The findings may also explain 
why cereal companies have opposed 
stronger nutrition standards. 
Advertising to children appears to be 
extraordinarily effective at increasing 
sales the researchers noted. They sug-
gest that improving the nutritional 
quality of cereals targeted to children 
could lead to healthier eating.

 Courtesy of Healthy Living News

Distributed By Healthy Living News
A new study shows that support from 

friends and family may be the best pro-
tection from suicide and self-harm for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) youth.

The study, conducted by 
Northwestern University researchers 
and published in the American Journal 
of Preventive Medicine, is the first of its 
type to look at thoughts of hopeless-
ness, HIV-risk behaviors, and suicide, 
among LGBT youth. The study deter-
mined the importance of support for 
LGBT youth from friends and family 
in minimizing these negative thoughts 
and actions.

For more than two years, research-
ers regularly interviewed 246 sexual 
minority youths, ages 16 – 20, about 
various health risk factors and behav-
iors. Up to now, similar research among 
LGBT populations have been done with 
adults.

The findings show that LGBT youth 
who are verbally or physically victim-
ized for being gay and who have poor 
social support are more likely to self-
harm or consider suicide. The study 
showed that each episode of victimiza-
tion increased HIV-risk behaviors by 2 
1/2 times.

On the other hand, LGBT adoles-

cents who know they can talk to their 
parents about problems and know they 
have friends who care about them are 
less likely to consider ending their lives, 
according to the study.  

“When LGBT’s are victimized they 
are at higher risk of suicidality and self 
harm, and when they are supported 
that risk goes way down,” said Lou 
Bigelow, a director of the LGBT Health 
& Development program, IMPACT.

Suicide is the third leading cause of 
death among all youth. LGBT youth 
are at least twice as likely to attempt 
suicide than heterosexual youth.

Other studies show LGBT youth face 
greater pressures and are more socially 
isolated than heterosexual youth. In one 
study, 94 percent of LGBT youth were 
shown to have had at least one experi-
ence in which people said cruel things 
to them, spit on them, destroyed their 
property and threatened or assaulted 
them for being gay.

“Our research shows how critical it 
is for these young people to have social 
support and for schools to have pro-
grams to reduce bullying,” said Brian 
Mustanski, Ph.D., who is a professor of 
medical social sciences at Northwestern 
University and lead researcher of the 
study.

Dr. Mustanski’s team of researchers 
added that there are ways to be support-
ive of LGBT youth.

When a child comes out to par-
ents, a good reaction is one of accept-
ance instead of judgment, noted Dr. 
Mustanski, who is also a clinical psy-
chologist. “This lets teens know their 
parents are approachable for support 
and are unconditional in their love,” 
he said.

“An example of an accepting response 
is, ‘You are still the same child as you 
were before you told me, and I love you 
just the same.’ We believe this will help 
save young lives,” said Dr. Mustanski.

By Herbert Okun, MD
Most people are afraid 

of surgery and the hospi-
talization with anesthe-
sia often required. When 
faced with an emergency 
from an accident, there 
is no time to consider 
all the possible problems 
that may ensue. 

When there is no 
emergency however, 
such as in the case of a 
man whose symptoms of 
benign prostatic obstruc-
tion have been slowly 
worsening over a long 
period of time, there is 
no rush to seek medi-
cal attention. As a result, 
such a man has plenty 
of time to think over all 
the things that might 
go wrong in submitting 
to surgery, hospitaliza-
tion, and anesthesia. 
Especially when he has 
heard from his friends or 
their wives all the horror 
stories people, for some 
strange reason, love to 
relate. 

Is it any wonder that 
men hesitate to seek help 
for relief of the symptoms 
of prostate enlargement? 
It’s so easy to rational-
ize away the symptoms 
because they do so vary 
in intensity and frequen-
cy of occurrence. He 
thinks to himself, “last 
week I was getting up 
five times a night from 
sleep but last night, only 
twice. I must be getting 
better.” However, even-
tually, the symptoms 
pile up including the 
increasing difficulty to 
achieve and maintain an 
erection, which brings 
on additional pressure 
from his wife so he gath-
ers all his bravery and 
decides to obtain profes-
sional help. Then, when 
asked to describe how his 
stream has also become 
more frequent, intermit-
tent, weak, slow, urgent 
and despite some push-

ing still leaves him with 
an unsatisfied feeling, it 
dawns on him that he 
should have come to the 
urologist a lot sooner. 
Happily, he learns that 
surgery is not yet up even 
for discussion.

That’s because, once 
the diagnosis is prop-
erly established, treat-
ment most often comes 
down to the use of vari-
ous medications, which 
work in two basic ways. 
One type actually shrinks 
the glandular portion 
of the prostate, which 
accounts for about 60 
percent of the pros-
tate’s weight. The other 
40 percent of the pros-
tate consists of muscle 
tissue, which contracts 
around the urinary flow 
tube thereby constricting 
the stream. The second 
type of medication, can 
relax this muscle tissue. 
These two medications 
given together are very 
effective in relieving the 
annoying symptoms. 

However, not every 
man is able to use these 
drugs for a variety of 
reasons: He may develop 
side effects or be aller-
gic to one or both or 
there may a drug inter-
action with another drug 
he needs for an entirely 
separate condition or the 
drugs have subsequently 
lost their effectiveness. 
There is still no reason 
for despair; surgery is 
not the next step to try 
to relieve the symptoms. 
The next step is to con-
sider the use of micro-
wave thermotherapy, 
which over he past ten 
years has proven itself 
quite effective in reliev-
ing the symptoms with-
out surgery, anesthesia 
or hospitalization. There 
is no need to fear.

Question? Call Dr. 
Okun at 718-241-6767

Reduce LGBT youth suicide
Health

Doctors call for a war on sugar

Do not despair 
surgery is not the 

next step
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By Colin Harris
In spite of the advances 

and contributions made 
by African Caribbeans and 
African Americans since 
the days of slavery, an even 
greater threat exists today: 
Human Trafficking.

Human Trafficking is 
modern slavery; it is also 
the third largest criminal 
enterprise in the world, 
according to the FBI’s Law 
Enforcement Bulletin, 
March 2011. 

Yet, human trafficking 
remains largely unnoticed 
in our community because 
people are not aware of its 
existence.  Unlike the past 
where slaves were openly 
transported, displayed and 
sold, this modern version 
of slavery operates covertly.  
As one convicted criminal 
stated: “Those involved 
in human trafficking are 
more afraid of community 
outrage than the police.” 

Defining a thing is the 
first step in recognizing 
it.  According to the United 
Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC), 
human trafficking is a 
crime against human-
ity.  It involves recruiting, 

transporting, transferring, 
harboring, or receiving 
persons through the use 
of force, coercion or other 
means, for the purpose of 
exploiting them.

The horror stories of the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade 
that are remembered dur-
ing Black History Month are 
repeated in the present.

Girls and boys, ages 12 
to 14, are “recruited” from 
the Caribbean and Latin 
America and shipped to 
Western Europe and North 
America, according to 
UNODC, largely to work as 
commercial sex slaves.  And 
as slavery in the Caribbean 
and the U.S. was glamor-
ized during the time of the 
Atlantic slave trade, today 
movies and TV glamor-
ize pimps and madams by 
glossing their lives with big 
houses, shiny new cars and 
stacks of cash.  The media 
even depicts sex slaves as 
willing accomplices.  But 
that is fiction.  The truth 
is the modern slave is lied 
to, beaten, drugged, raped, 
constrained and threatened 
into servicing seven to 15 
men a day, held to a quota 
of $200 - $1,000 daily, and 

forced to surrender all the 
money to the pimp or traf-
ficker.

Yet, in the face of public 
unawareness of this activity 
and the organized struc-
ture of those involved in 
human trafficking, Youth 
For Human Rights (www.
youthforhumanrights.org) 
has been in the forefront 
of exposing this crimi-
nal activity and eliminat-
ing the abuses.  Youth 
For Human Rights joins 
the efforts of other groups 

like Polaris Project (www.
polarisproject.org) and Safe 
Horizon (www.safehorizon.
org) in making sure the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, adapted by 
192 countries in December 
1948, is upheld.

The hard-won accom-
plishments of Black peo-
ple in the Caribbean and 
the U.S. are threatened by 
human trafficking.  Eleanor 
Roosevelt expressed what is 
necessary to maintain the 
freedom of all men when 

she wrote the following in 
1948:

“In small places, close 
to home — so close and 
so small that they cannot 
be seen on any maps of 
the world. Yet they are the 
world of the individual per-
son; the neighborhood he 
lives in; the school or col-
lege he attends; the factory, 
farm or office where he 
works. Such are the places 
where every man, woman, 
and child seeks equal jus-
tice, equal opportunity, 

equal dignity without dis-
crimination. Unless these 
rights have meaning there, 
they have little mean-
ing anywhere. Without 
concerted citizen action 
to uphold them close to 
home, we shall look in vain 
for progress in the larger 
world.”

 
Collis Harris Collis 

Harris is a freelance writer.  
Contact him: collisharris@
gmail.com and www.twit-
ter.com/#chasedbyadream

Black History Month and modern slavery

Police reform
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John Foy of the NYC Public 
Advocate’s Office, as they 
tried to pass a police check-
point to attend a West 
Indian Day breakfast fol-
lowing the parade. 

One bill Williams intro-
duced would create an 
enforceable ban on bias-
based profiling by the NYPD, 
including a prohibition based 
on age, sex, gender identity 
or expression, sexual orienta-
tion, immigration status, and 
housing status.  

A second bill would require 
NYPD officers to explain a 
person’s right to refuse to 
consent to a search without a 
warrant and proof of consent 
when given.

The third would require 
officers to provide their name 
and rank to the subjects of 
law enforcement activity, as 
well as the reason for the 
activity including the officer’s 
business card and a phone 
number for the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board. 

“The NYPD needs to be 

held accountable to New 
Yorkers just like any other 
agency,“ said Council 
Member Margaret Chin who 
represents lower Manhattan 
including Chinatown. 

Jean Rice, member of 
Picture the Homeless spoke 
at length of NYPD harass-
ment because he is home-
less. 

The Center for Popular 
Democracy and Center for 
Constitutional Rights are 
among the civil liberties 
organizations supporting 
Communities United for 
Police Reform.

“Hardly a day goes by with-
out another story of NYPD 
abuse hitting the news and 
undermining the ability of 
the community to trust the 
police department,” said New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
Executive Director Donna 
Lieberman. “The landmark 
legislation introduced today 
will put New York City at 
the forefront nationally in the 
effort to combat discrimina-
tory policing.” 

Continued from page 3
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

ROOFING
Oakridge Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772www.uwds.com
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

NO
SALES
TAX!

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$159

$179$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$ NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

AWNINGS & CARPORTSAWNINGS & CARPORTS
Door Hoods

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

$
$ 17991999

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

Reg $389.00

36” x 80”

•

599

GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

*Metal removal add $25 

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

$899 $899 $949 $949

189$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
MOLDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FREE STORM DAMAGE ESTIMATES

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

NOW $$ 499699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

No TAX!10 Colors Optional

FULLY INSTALLED

•HEAVY DUTY Z FRAME
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•DEAD BOLT AND DOOR KNOB
•GLASS AND SCREEN

COUPON

•100's Colors and Styles Certain Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SI ID NG
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Sale Prices Valid March 1st though March 31st

Duration
TruDefinition™

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

TLCL
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Written by: Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

 As spring approaches and the weather gets warmer you should consider getting estimates for the work you need done around 
your home. Not only will you receive free estimates more easily in March rather then waiting until April or May but you will 
find those estimates to be more reasonable by beating the spring price increases. Most manufacturers put yearly price increases 
into effect April 1st and most contractors get so busy with phone calls in April that they often price jobs higher in anticipation 
of the new work. Since most quality companies make custom made products that take a few weeks to manufacture you can 
finalize these lower prices by the end of March yet wait until April, May or even June to have the work done if you so choose. 
Reputable companies will not only give you a written estimate fully itemized with individual prices but should also give you 
time to make your decisions regarding those projects and prices. 
 You may also want to walk around your home to check for any new damage that might have occurred over the winter or 
during storms. It’s always best to address new issues right away rather then waiting and possibly allowing the elements to turn 
a small problem into a big one. At Unified we are always available to come to your home and give you a free estimate on 
Windows, Doors, Siding, Roofing, Awnings, Attic Insulation and Stone Work. Our showrooms are open 7 days a week or you 
can call us for an appointment at (888)631-2131. You can also find all of our products and prices on our website at 
www.unifiedwindows.com  

Getting Prepared For Spring

Chase Peres named President of Unified
Chase Peres of Sayville was named President of Unified Window Systems Inc. as of January 1, 2012. 
Former President and Chief Executive Officer Steven DiMare stepped aside as President but retained the 
title of CEO. Steven DiMare said, “As an owner of the company, we needed Chase to move up to this 
important position as the company continues to grow.” Peres started as an installer 20 years ago with Unified 
and has moved through the entire company having performed and excelled in almost every position 
including the most recent, Vice President of Sales and Senior Vice President. Steven DiMare will retain his 

position as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer as both men expand their duties. With Unified Windows, 
Doors, Siding and Roofing increasing its product line into Attic Insulation, Pavers and Stone Work and 
expanding it’s areas to cover the entire Tri-State region Chase Peres said, “It’s a challenge to grow as much 
as we have without increasing our responsibilities. The new position is quite challenging but also very 
exciting as we grow our business.” 
 Unified has branched out most recently by having added showrooms in Westchester County and Queens 
County and plans for a Brooklyn Unified showroom have begun. Unified is one of the fastest growing companies in the 
region. Contact Unified for more information on products and prices.

Chase Peres

Steven DiMare
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neur and will be renamed 
Sun General Insurance, 
the Barbados Nation news-
paper reported.

The buyer, Sandridge 
Limited, led by hotel-
ier Berine Weatherhead, 
signed the deal with CLICO 
Holdings at a law firm office 
recently to acquire CLICO 
International General 
Insurance Company, the 
paper said.

 It said CLICO General 
Insurance branches 
in Barbados, Antigua 
and Barbuda, Anguilla, 
Dominica, Grenada, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines and St. Kitts 
will now operate under 
the name Sun General 
Insurance.

Barbados

Low fares airline REDjet 
has announced plans 
to begin services to St. 
Maarten from Barbados.

The airline is expected 
to launch sales later this 
month, REDjet said in a 

statement.
The new service will 

mark the airline’s first 
entry into the Dutch col-
ony, with works underway 
to launch more routes 
from the island. The route 
will operate twice week-
ly with a day service on 
Saturdays.

REDjet will also offer 
passengers the option to 
travel with unlimited bag-
gage, allowing them to 
capitalize on the commer-
cial and shopping oppor-
tunities available in St. 
Maarten.

St. Maarten will be 
REDjet’s seventh destina-
tion, having launched its 
sixth, St. Lucia, as recent-
ly as December with the 
launch of flights to Antigua 
and Jamaica in November.

Dominica

Dominica is expected 
to receive between 14 and 
15 million euros during 
2012 and 2013, from the 
l90 million euros allocated 
to the African Caribbean 

Pacific (ACP) nations 
through the European 
Commission’s BAM 
(Banana Accompanying 
Measures) program.

Dominican agricultural 
officials say the country is 
positioning itself to make 
maximum use of funds 
being made available to 10 
banana exporting nations 
by the European Union.

The funding is intended 
to provide additional devel-
opment assistance to help 
countries involved adjust 
to new market conditions, 
following the erosion of 
the preferential market 
access that was previously 
enjoyed by the ACP group 
of countries through trade 
with Europe.

Director of Agriculture 
Ricky Brumant said under 
the BMA arrangement, 
Dominica will seek to make 
its banana production and 
exports more competitive, 
while focusing on other 
areas of agriculture as 
well.

Guyana

Guyanese could be pay-
ing significantly less for 
fuel in the near future 
with the establishment of 
an oil refinery, the first 
of its kind in the South 
American country.

A Guyanese born pri-
vate investor is currently 
in the country meeting 
with stakeholders to final-
ize funding, site location, 
preparation, and docu-
mentation.

The investor said 
the refinery would have 
the capacity to produce 
100,000 to 200,000 barrels 
a day. More than 5,000 
new jobs directly related 
to the industry would be 
created.

The establishment of 
the refinery, the investor 
noted, is not dependent on 
an imminent discovery of 
oil in Guyana. A large vol-
ume of oil is already being 
produced in the region 
which provides a need for 
such a facility, he said.

Oil and gas exploration 
companies Repsol and CGX 
Energy are scheduled to 

begin drilling operations 
off Guyana’s coast shortly 
at locations believed to 
contain massive deposits 
of oil.

Ramesh Dookhoo, chair-
man of Guyana’s Private 
Sector Commission, said a 
local refinery was critical 
if fuel prices were to be 
significantly reduced.

Exceptionally high fuel 
cost in Guyana has been 
a major impediment to 
the growth and develop-
ment of the manufactur-
ing industry in particular, 
he said.

Dookhoo had pointed 
out that without a refin-
ery in Guyana, even if 
oil is discovered it would 
still have to be exported, 
refined, and imported as 
usable fuel.

Guyana has also received 
a proposal from Prime 
Energy Caribbean, a United 
States-based petroleum 
company to construct the 
first ever oil refinery in 
the country, which offi-
cials say will create initial 
employment opportunities 

for approximately l00 per-
sons.

Haiti

Haitian President Michel 
Martelly was attacked as he 
walked in a carnival pro-
cession in downtown Port-
au-Prince, but he escaped 
unharmed the National 
Palace said.

The statement said only 
that “troublemakers” who 
had taken refuge in a uni-
versity were responsible 
for the afternoon attack on 
Martelly near the Champs 
de Mars plaza.

Witnesses said that 
rocks were thrown at the 
president and his accom-
panying motorcade from 
behind the University of 
Haiti. Police responded by 
firing shots in the air and 
unleashing tear gas.

The attack on the 
president was the second 
since he was inaugurated 
last May and pointed to 
growing tension between 
Martelly and his critics.

Compiled by Azad Ali

News from back
home updated daily atCaribbean Roundup www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Continued from page 2

FEATURING: DAYMOND JOHN
Star of ABC’s hit TV show 

SHARK TANK

Daymond will be joined by a panel of regional business leaders, 
moderator Rob Basso, Producer of Basso On Business and a room 
full of regional business elite.

Our mission is to discover our area’s future business leaders.

Based on a concept by Ana Carril-Grumberg, Internet Filmmaker to Deepak 
Chopra Global. Produced in partnership with Advantage Payroll Services.

EXHIBIT SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE
Visit www.exposyourbusiness.com to register.

INFO@EXPOSYOURBUSINESS.COM
516-813-6155

DON’T MISS THE BUSINESS EVENT OF THE YEAR!
NY MULTICULTURAL BUSINESS EXPO

* Attend or exhibit and receive a FREE trial version of IBM Lotus Live + training. The training alone for this product is valued at $600.

Promoting Business in Ethnically Diverse Markets
FREE ADMISSION TO THE BUSINESS PUBLIC*

(MUST REGISTER ONLINE BEFORE EVENT. $10 AT THE DOOR.)

Position yourself among companies that have successfully penetrated 
the fast growing markets of other cultures.
Exhibit among companies who partner with minority owned businesses. 
Attend seminars that help your business succeed in all markets.
Connect with over 1000 entrepreneurs and executives. 

Thursday, March 15, 2012 
10:00AM – 3:00PM

Leonard’s of Great Neck 
555 Northern Boulevard Great Neck, NY 11021

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,700

$1,400

$1,600

$1,100

$1,400

The Law Office of
Jennifer Garcia

www.bklyndivorcelawyer.com
www.divorcionuevayork.com

1041 - 44 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219

347-915-0651
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Now Carrying 
Ernest Hemingway 
Vintage Inspired 

Eyewear

Call For Pricing & Info

For 20 Years Affordable Quality Dentistry

$6500
 

Consultation 
and Cleaning

not effective in 
presense of

Periodontal Disease

Have 
Crooked Teeth?

We Do Braces
Clear, Metal, Invisalign

You Do Not Need To Be A Movie Star To Have A Hollywood Smile

4903 Church Ave.
(between 49th St. & Utica Ave.)

718-941-8800
www.hollywoodsmileny.com

$300
Summer Special
One Hour Laser 

Whitening

Medicaid, Union 1199, 
Aetna, UFT & most 

insurance accepted
We also offer 

payment plans
Walk-ins accepted

12 Styles of Dentures
In Office Dental Lab

Metal Free Crowns and Fillings
Painless Extractions and Root Canals

Bad Breath and Gum Treatment
1/2 Hour Denture Repair

Do You Have Loose Dentures?
  We Do Implant Denture Stabilization

The Third Annual 
Linkage Music Awards 
honoring outstanding 
Jamaican artistes will be 
held at the Macedonia 
Center in Mount Vernon, 
New York on Sunday, 
March 11. 

“Among those to be hon-
ored are Marcia Griffiths, 
Beres Hammond, Denroy 
Morgan, Wayne Wonder, 
Sanchez and Ken Boothe,” 
said founder of the Awards 
Show Dexter ‘Linkage’ 
Blake. Several top artistes 
have also been nominated 
for awards in various cat-
egories.

International logis-
tics solutions provider 
Laparkan Trading is among 
the sponsors of the event 
honoring those artistes 
who have helped to propel 
reggae music on the world 
stage.

General Manager 
of Laparkan Shipping 

Jamaica, Ms. Marguerite 
Taylor said Laparkan is 
pleased to be among the 
sponsors of the awards 
especially as Jamaica cele-
brates its 50th anniversary 
of Independence this year. 
Taylor said the company is 
also honored to be invited 
to be one of the presenters 
at the awards ceremony.

“Reggae has evolved as 
one of the leading music 
forms globally and this is 
testimony to the creativ-
ity and great talent of our 
Jamaican artistes, some 
of whom will be honored 
during this event,” Taylor 
said.

Taylor pointed out that 
reggae music along with 
the steel pan, which was 
invented in Trinidad and 
Tobago in the 20th century 
and West Indies cricket 
“have over the years helped 
to positively propel the 
Caribbean on the world 

stage.”
Among the nominees 

for awards this year are 
Romain Virgo, Movado, 
and I-Octane, Kip Rich, 
Beres Hammond, Tony 
Matterhorn and Laze 
Morgan. Virgo made inter-
national headlines last year 
when he became the first 
reggae artiste to perform at 
the Country Music Awards 
in Nashville, Tennessee.

“Laparkan’s sponsor-
ship of this music awards 
ceremony will help begin 
a special community out-
reach campaign the com-
pany is undertaking in the 
New York Tri-State area,” 
Taylor said.

Taylor and her team will 
be meeting with Jamaican 
community organizations 
including church and busi-
ness leaders to explore 
areas of mutual interest 
and collaboration in the 
future. 

Jamaican artistes to 
get Linkage Awards
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THE BRIDGEVILLE I

2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.

Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-276-40001-800-276-4000
* $MONTHLY PAYMENTS BASED ON YEAR FIXED RATE MORTGAGE AT 4.85 %. 

MONTHLY FIGURES DO NOT INCLUDE TAXES OR INSURANCE.

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)

Poconos Pennsylvania  Builder -- 90 mins. from NYC! 

Why Rent?
Buy a new home and pocket $5,000 at closing!

3 OR 4 BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / LIVING ROOM / DINING
ROOM / CENTRAL  AIR &HEAT /  WHIRLPOOL  

COMPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / FIREPLACE
/ FRONT PORCH / 1 CAR GARAGE / COMPLETE LAND-

SCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$6,808 DOWN PAYMENT •  $916 MO.*

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / KITCHEN W/ ISLAND
BAR / 2ND FLOOR FAMILY LOFT AREA / LARGE LIVING
ROOM WITH FIREPLACE / 2 CAR GARAGE C0MPLETE

APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE TOWER / 
COMPLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$9,600 DOWN PAYMENT  • $1,289 MO.*

THE HOMESTEAD

NOW $273,900
3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT3,392 SQ. FT.  •  4 BR PLUS SPACIOUS LOFT

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM / DIN-
ING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / WHIRLPOOL
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE

TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE /  COM-
PLETE W/ LANDSCAPING / TURN KEY READY

$7,000 DOWN PAYMENT  •   $941 MO.* 

THE COUNTRY HOME

NOW $199,900
2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER
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By Vinette K. Pryce
New York provided the per-

fect setting for the launch of 
Disney’s newest cruise-liner, 
“Fantasy.” 

The fourth of the fleet made 
its official debut when actor 
Nick Cannon joined Minnie 
Mouse for the champagne 
smasher docked at Pier 88.

The signature moment trans-
ported guests to an atrium 
adorned by a bronzed figure of 
Mickey Mouse positioned adja-
cent to a huge champagne bot-
tle.

From there, his wife and god-
mother to the vessel -- Mariah 
Carey stood on steps to a spi-
ral staircase facing a crowd 
of media and VIP guests who 
anxiously anticipated the his-
toric moment. Joined by Robert 
A. Iger, president and CEO of 
the Walt Disney Company and 
Mickey Mouse, Carey reveled in 
the honor of the title. 

The New York native boasted 
her home town roots, lauded 
the ship’s fantasies and intro-
duced her husband who actu-
ally expedited the tradition by 
passing the champagne bottle 

to Disney’s best-known female 
Mouse, Minnie. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
cleared his schedule to board the 
1,115 feet, 14-deck adventure-
packed vessel that will carry up 
to 4,000 passengers from New 
York to numerous ports of call 
including the Caribbean. 

The star-studded inaugural 
invited actor Neil Patrick-Harris 
to host. From the stage of the 
1,340 seat Walt Disney Theater, 
he introduced funnyman Jerry 
Seinfeld and Broadway actress/
singer Heather Headley as well 
as a 28-member, musical, pro-
duction cast.

Travel agents, media and 
guests oohed and aahed each 
offering from three Disney musi-
cals that will be performed daily 
throughout cruises – “Aladdin,” 
“Wishes” and “Believe.”

Guests were treated to din-
ner in the various restaurants 
aboard the ship.

An after party also lured rev-
elers to Europa, a continental 
retreat boasting nightlife remi-
niscent in London, England, 
Paris, France, and cities of 
Ireland and Italy. 

Beginning later this month, 
vacationers from New York and 
north eastern cities wanting to 
sail to the Caribbean will no 
longer have to board an airplane 
or fly to Florida in order to con-
nect with a cruise liner.

Those seeking adventure, a 
Disney family vacation and fan-
tasy will be able to board their 
newest cruise ship on the west 

side of Manhattan, just a few 
blocks from Times Square.

Slated for a March 31 launch, 
the ship will make its inaugural 
fantasy cruise which includes 
fun-filled theatrical presenta-
tions, innovative games, chic 
dining facilities, luxurious cab-
ins and the world’s first ship-
board water coaster.

A seven-night cruise to St. 

Maarten, St. Thomas, Grand 
Cayman, Costa Maya, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico and Cozumel, 
Mexico is now being promoted 
to lure passengers seeking a 
fantasy getaway.

Beginning in May, another 
ship, the “Disney Magic” will 
make 20 cruises from NYC to 
Nassau, Bahamas while provid-
ing an opportunity for vacation-
ers to stop at Walt Disney world 
Resort in Orlando, Florida.

While families are invited to 
join the high-water excursions, 
special provisions are built into 
sails to offer adult-only fantasy 
retreats aboard ship. Similarly, 
areas restricted to children will 
offer superlative age-appropri-
ate fantasies to youths.

Other ports for departure 
include Galveston, Texas, 
Seattle, Washington and Miami, 
Florida. Some of the destina-
tions from these ports include: 
Venice, Italy, the Greek Isles 
and Barcelona, Spain. The 
fleet of Disney Cruise line 
includes “Magic,” “Wonder” and 
“Dream.”

Each made maiden voyages in 
1998, 1999 and last year.   

Disney ‘Fantasy’ cruises to Caribbean

Mariah Carey (Second left) on Fantasy Cruise.
 Photo courtesy of Walt Disney

ATTORNEY

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY
A

2352 80th St., Brooklyn, NY 11214

Tel: 718-996-5600 Fax: 718-996-5800 

Se habla español
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Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children

 

 

-
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www.carverbank.com     718.230.2900

Get a Super FAST Refund to a FREE Prepaid 
Visa Card, or Just CASH your Check! 

Now at any Carver Branch. No account necessary.

BeforeBefore

Dramatic results within a matter 
of weeks with our safe & effective 
medical weight loss program!

Plans for men & women

www.ConquertheCrave.com

NO Expensive Supplements

NO Meals to Buy

NO 
NO Surgery

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

DO YOU HAVE
20, 30 or 
MORE LBS

TO LOSE?

M.D. 
Supervised 
Program

Caribbean Life callers 
sign up by Easter to 
save an additional

10% OFF

As seen on the
Dr. Oz Show

After After
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By Tequila Minsky
The most current of 

Habitat-NYC’s “100 homes 
in Brooklyn” project, 
Halsey St. near Broadway 
in Bed-Stuy was filled 
with a lot of love during 
its Valentine’s Day Build 
(the weekend before), 
especially when volunteer 
couples, along with family 
partners and former Mets 
star and SNY broadcaster 
Ron Darling braved the 
cold and the slush to paint 
six affordable homes. 

The second time doing 
“hands-on” work with 
Habitat-NYC, Darling is 
also a member of Habitat-
NYC’s Board of Directors, 
inspired by the dedication 
of future Habitat-NYC 
owners. “They are passion-
ate about their neighbor-
hoods and will make them 
better,” he said. Darling 
spent the day with eight 
couples who raised more 
than $4,000 altogether 
towards construction 
costs.  This was a different 
way to spend a Valentine’s 

Lots of love in building for Habitat-NYC

Brooklyn resident, Regina Thompson, a future 
Habitat-NYC homeowner and school service man-
ager, worked side-by-side with volunteers on the 
Valentine’s Day Build. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Six new families in Bedford 
Stuyvesant will move into 

their new homes.

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports and more.

Day weekend. 
Kim Scherer and her 

husband Stu Scherer want-
ed to share their bless-
ings with others. Kim said: 
“My husband and I have 
been talking for some time 
about doing something 
together (like volunteer-
ing for Habitat-NYC) but 
have never done it. When 
this Valentine’s Day oppor-
tunity became available, 
we both instantly knew 
that this was meant to be. 
We are very blessed in our 
lives and both want to give 
back and help others.” Kim 
and Stu have been married 
for 13 years.  

Regina Thompson, a 
future Habitat-NYC home-
owner and school service 
manager, worked side-
by-side with volunteers. 
She and her two-year-old 
son Jaden live in a bone-
chilling, one-bedroom 
basement apartment, and 
Regina said she wants to 
give him a better life. “I 
enjoy working with other 
families who are trying to 

better their housing situ-
ation, and I meet people 
from all walks of life,” said 
Regina, who plans to vol-
unteer with Habitat after 
she moves into her new 
home.

The Halsey Street build-
ing has only has about 
two more months of work 
left until completion. In 
the very  near future, this 
location will be home to 
six new Habitat families. 

Habitat for Humanity-
NYC transforms lives and 
New York City by build-
ing quality homes for 
families in overcrowded or 
substandard housing. The 
organization unites all 
New Yorkers in its advo-
cacy for affordable hous-
ing. Find out more about 
home ownership oppor-
tunities with Habitat at 
http://habitatnyc.org. 

100% ORGANIC LOTION
 Hydrates Skin
 Excellent for Eczema
 Good for Sensitive and 
Non-Sensitive Skin

1.888.739.7775

STORE LOCATIONS:
9408 Church Ave 
(Bet. 94th & 95th St)

Brooklyn, NY 11212

1589 Flatbush Ave 
(Bet. Ave H & Glenwood Ave)

Brooklyn, NY 11210

EYE SERVICE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

Brooklyn’s “Clear Choice”  
for all your vision needs

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Diagnosis & Treatment

Diabetic Eye Screening & Treatment
Routine Eye Examinations for Children & Adults

PARK SLOPE
Downstate Ophthalmology Associates

11 Plaza St. West
Brooklyn, NY 11217

718-638-2020

EAST FLATBUSH/CROWN HEIGHTS
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

585 Schenectady Avenue
DMRI 2nd Fl.

Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-604-5791

VISIT US AT 
www.downstate-eye.com

Kingsbrook Jewish 
Medical Center

DID YOU HEAR THE NEWS?
now in Midwood...

3692 Bedford Avenue
Suite P1
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(between Kings Hwy & Ave P)

MICHAEL ENTIN, DDS

718.758.2301You Deserve a Smile Worth Smiling About TMYou Deserve a Sm

FREE  BLEACHINGwith any major work
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Black theater audiences are most familiar with the 
Audelco Awards – the African-American alternative to the 
Tony Awards – which lauds presentations often overlooked 
by Broadway and Off-Broadway audiences.

Equally established in the niche market are the 
HADLEY Players, a theater company founded by Gertrude 
Jeannette. 

In 1984, Jeannette won an Audelco Outstanding Pioneer 
Award.

She was a star of the screen who appeared in “Nothing 
But A Man” in 1964 and in 1972, “The Legend of Niger 
Charley” and “Black Girl.”

Onstage she portrayed Grace Kumalo in 1949 in “Lost In 
The Stars,” Sarah Washington in 1963 “Nobody Loves an 
Albatross” and Nursie in 1977 in the play “Vieux Carre.”

Since that time she won numerous theater-related 
honors. 

However, prior to becoming a thespian Jeannette distin-
guished herself when she became the first woman to get a 
license to drive a motorcycle in New York City. That was 
1935.

She later joined her husband’s motorcycle club in the 
early 1940s. 

In 1942, she took and passed the cab driver’s test and 
became the first female cab driver in this city. Allegedly, she 
hid the fact that she was a woman by putting her hair up 
and wearing no make-up. Although gender was her second-
ary concern for discrimination, she said she had to battle 
racism and suffered bigotry on the job due to the fact she 
was an African-American driver.

Jeannette continued to drive a cab until 1949 when she 
got her first big acting gig on Broadway in the play “Lost 
in the Stars.” 

Reports are that she was blacklisted during the “Red 

Scare” which associated targeted creative, Americans with 
communism.

She is one of several prominent African American theater 
directors featured in the 13-minute documentary “Drama 
Mamas: Black Women Theatre Directors In the Spotlight 
and Remembered,” which was shown at the Reel Sister of the 
Diaspora Film Festival in Brooklyn.

She joined the American Negro Theatre Workshop and 
became a leading lady for legendary playwright Tennessee 
Williams.

Hynes To Fund Annual Race Symposium 
In Brooklyn

The Howard Beach Murder Case continues to impact the 
lives of New Yorkers and will positively reflect the progress 
made in improving race relations since white youths attacked 
Michael Griffith in 1986. Recently during an unveiling at 
Medgar Evers College, Brooklyn’s District Attorney Charles J. 
Hynes announced the establishment of an annual symposium 
that will focus on racial issues, the law and their impact on 
American society.

To be held during Black History Month at the college the 
discussion session will be designed to educate the community 
with a focus on the connection between race and emerging 
trends or public policies in the areas of criminal and social 
justice, civil rights, diversity in the legal profession and law 

enforcement and education.
“We have come a long way in the fight against discrimina-

tion but it still exists in our society. One of the goals of the 
symposiums is educating the community, especially our youth 
about their history and civic responsibility, and how to use the 
court system to bring about change. It will enable them to not 
only better themselves but to also make a positive impact on 
society,” DA Hynes said.

“I believe it is important to educate the community con-
cerning issues such as race and discrimination and their 
impact on law and society,” DA Hynes added. “And it is impor-
tant to reach people at an early age to steer them in the right 
direction.”

Together with William L. Pollard, president of the college, 
DA Hynes unveiled a proclamation agreeing to establish an 
annual symposium focusing on race. 

“I’m excited that we will be able to provide our students and 
the public with a forum for critical discussions on the inter-
section of history, discrimination, the law, and social justice,” 
Pollard said.” We want to foster people’s interest in and use of 
the political and social tools available to them to bring about 
the kinds of change that will improve our communities. And 
by combining the wealth of experience and the resources of 
the District Attorney’s office with our own, we will be able to 
engage people in a thought-provoking and constructive way.”

The idea for the symposiums allegedly emerged when 
participants of the DA’s Office’s Youth and Congregations 
in Partnership (YCP) program created a documentary titled 
“Slavery and the Law.”

The film was screened at MEC last year.  The documentary 
focuses on Brooklyn teenagers as they create a mural while 
learning about the history of slavery and the different laws 
that were passed.

 Catch You On The Inside!

By Vinette K. Pryce

Inside Life

Tribute to NYC’s first female cabbie

WEDDING BANQUETS
and all
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Caribbean Menu
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DISTINCTIVE CATERING
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(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)

The Law Offices Of
Georgia E. McCarthy

CALL:

By Appointment Only

902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
 CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation In Supreme Court
And Family Court
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Protect Your Parental Rights In Family Court
 REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections
 CRIMINAL MATTERS
 LANDLORD & TENANT
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By Dve Rodney
It’s a bitterly cold Sunday 

morning in New York City 
and I am on the world-
famous stage at the Blue 
Note Jazz Club interview-
ing the extraordinarily tal-
ented Jamaican jazz musi-
cian Monty Alexander. 

We must get this inter-
view done in a hurry before 
Monty jets off to Davos-
Klosters in Switzerland for 
a performance at the World 
Economic Forum, where 
he will play for a number 
of world leaders. We’re run-
ning late due to snow. 

In less than an hour 
hundreds of jazz lovers will 
start pouring into this inti-

mate West Village landmark 
for Sunday brunch and a 

By Rhea Smith
KES ALL IN post Trinidad 

Carnival concert tour 
begins with Trinidad’s own, 
KES the BAND & Friends, 
at the Best Buy Theater 
NYC on Friday, March 9.  

The theater is located 
at 1515 Broadway & West 
44th Street, New York, N.Y. 
10036 corner of 44th Street 
and 7th Avenue. Doors open 
at 7:00 p.m. and the show 
begins at 9:00 p.m.

Produced by (ShorBlu 
Events and Big and Strong 
Promotions, KES ALL IN 
(NYC) also features live 
performances from King 
David Rudder (Trini to de 
Bone, De Hammer) and 
Benjai (Trini & People’s 
Champion), with music by 
Sounds 4 Life and System 
Lords, along with state-of-
the-art sound, red carpet 

ENTERTAINMENT
‘Wanderlus is a humorous send-
up of the 21st Century commune as 
a hedonistic dystopia for spoiled 
brats who can’t cope with the real 
world.’ Kam Williams – Page 31

 FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

By Chudi Chukwudi
Brooklyn is the flagship stop 

for performances by Jamaica’s 
National Dance Theatre Company 
when they celebrate their 50th 
anniversary year and simultane-
ously commemorate the nation’s 
golden independent status.

Slated for a two-day appear-

ance at the Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College on March 24 and 25, the 
first will offer an 8:00 p.m. evening 
performance and a matinee at 3:00 
p.m. the following afternoon.

The company will perform two 
programs of dance and music cel-
ebrating Caribbean culture and 

the 50th anniversary of the com-
pany founded by Rex Nettleford 
and Eddy Thomas and endorsed 
by the Ministry of Development 
and Welfare. Their intention was 
to establish a definitive Caribbean 
dance theatre that would link a 
varied and versatile group. 

Continued on next page

Kess, lead vocalist & 
Trinidad’s 2011 Groovy 
Soca Monarch winner.

y Chudi Chukwudi ance at the Brooklyn Center for the 50th anniversary of the com-

Jamaica’s top dancers Jamaica’s top dancers 
return to New Yorkreturn to New York
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RHYTHMS RHYTHMS &&  
BODY LANGUAGEBODY LANGUAGE

NDTC’s Marlon Simms and Stephanie Thomas in Clive Thompson’s “Vision.”  

Kes The Band 
Set to Rock NY 

50 Years of 
Monty’s Music

Monty Alexander outside 
the world famous Blue 
Note Jazz Club in New 
York City.
 Photo courtesy of Dave Rodney
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TOP 10 
SINGLES

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

21
Adele                                  

Some Nights
fun                                                         

Barton Hollow
The Civil Wars                                                                                                                                     

Take Care
Drake                                                                              

19
Adele                                                         

Making Nirrors
Gotye                                   

Reign Of Terror
Sleigh Bells 

Whitney: The Greatest Hits
Whitney Houston       

Breakfast
Chiddy Bang              

Barton Hollow
The Civil Wars                                                                                               

Set Fire To The Rain
Adele

We Found Love
Rihanna Feat. Calvin Harris

Stronger
Kelly Clarkson

Good Feeling
Flo Rida

Turn Me On
David Guetta Feat. Nicki Minaj

Domino
Jessie J

It Will Rain
Bruno Mars

International Love
Pitbull Feat. Chris Brown

Take Care
Drake Feat. Rihanna

Young, Wild & Free
Snoop Dogg & Wiz Khalifi a

With only 18 original members repre-
senting a diverse mixture of artists with 
differing backgrounds in dance training 
they worked together for three years, 
from 1959-1962, to form a national 
company.

According to its own archives:“The 
NDTC has survived on a vision of dancing 
on its own feet, capturing the rhythms, 

body language and aesthetics of a people 
who have lived for over three centuries 
under British rule and a total of 400 years 
under slavery and the plantation system. 
Its dancers, choreographers, musicians 
and designers have continuously striven 
to communicate these experiences and 
are dedicated to the creation of works 
rooted in the Jamaican and Caribbean 
cultural experience.” 

Continued from previous page

feel and rock-star appeal, all in an 
atmosphere where concert goers can 
jam to a live “KES” experience. 

Fresh from several critically 
acclaimed worldwide performances, 
trend-setting innovators of the emerg-
ing new “Caribbean Pop/Rock” genre, 
KES the BAND will showcase their 
unique fusion of Rock, Pop, Soul, 
Techno, Reggae and Neo-Soca rhythms 
as they perform chart-topping crosso-
ver hits such as “Stress Away,” “Comin’ 
Over,” “Where You From?,” “Til’ the 
Morning,” “Stalker,” Let Me Know 
as well as other hits like Wotless (as 
featured in their latest chart topping 
album also entitled WOTLESS), Ah 
Ting, Come Gyal, and more for the first 
time at the Best Buy Theater.  This is 
“the” event you definitely won’t want 
to miss!  Media support provided by 
FUNSATION4 Media.

Kes the Band is a Caribbean Pop/Rock 
band from the Republic of Trinidad & 
Tobago.  Since debuting in 2005, the 
band has played sold out venues in the 
United States, Caribbean, Europe, Asia 
and Canada.  A

chieving significant worldwide suc-
cess, which has catapulted them into 
superstardom, Kes the Band is com-
prised of brothers Kees (lead vocal-
ist & Trinidad’s reigning 2011 Groovy 
Soca Monarch winner), Hans (drums), 
Jon (lead guitar) Dieffenthaller, best 
friend Riad Boochoon (bass), Ricardo 
Rameshwar and Mario Callendar (key-
boardists), and DJ Robert “Robbie 
Styles” Persaud.

To date the band has released five 

albums, Three Baldheads & a Dread, 
Lion, On in Five, Wotless and Stereotype, 
with more than a dozen single tracks 
which enjoyed major chart success. In 
the summer of 2009 the single enti-
tled, “Stalker” garnered international 
attention and won the band several 
awards including the USA 4 Real “Most 
Promising Artist.”  

Touted as the “the future of Soca 
music,” Kes the Band has become 
a music phenomenon on the rise 
throughout the world.  

The band has collaborated with major 
industry talents such as rapper Snoop 
Dogg, songwriter Desmond Child 
(worked with Bon Jovi, Ricky Martin, 
Aerosmith) and producer Richard 
Browne and has aspirations of work-
ing with other groups like Maroon 5 
(also opened for Maroon 5- Dec. 2005), 
No Doubt and Bruno Mars. Boasting 
a complete repertoire of old school 
meets new age styles, a large intergen-
erational fan base, and high-energy 
performances, this band has no signs of 
slowing down. 

live show at the club that 
has been home to jazz 
greats like Sarah Vaughn, 
Lionel Hampton, Dizzie 
Gillespie, George Benson 
and Stanley Turrentine 
for three decades.

A tense and agitated 
club manager approaches 
us and his thoughts shift 
towards the interview 
from below the stage. He 
studies his watch and he 
is clearly wondering how 
much more time we will 
need so his staff can move 
into final preparation 
to welcome the excited 
crowds outside hungry 
for live lunchtime jazz. 
Instinct is telling him to 
quickly get us out the 
way, but he pauses and 
recalculates. The sub-
ject of the interview is 
the widely respected and 
internationally acclaimed 
Monty Alexander so the 
manager yields, smiles 
warmly, and gestures to 
us to take all the time 
we need to complete the 
interview.

Such is the respect that 
the Jamaican-born pianist 
commands in New York 
City jazz circles; a respect 
that he has earned for 
dishing out magical, mes-
merizing and superlative 
jazz performances world-
wide for 50 years. Monty 
was born in Kingston and 
he was only 17 when he 
first migrated to South 
Florida. It wasn’t long 
before his music tal-
ent became abundantly 
visible in South Beach 
jazz joints and Monty 
was soon recruited by 
pop icon Frank Sinatra 
to relocate to New York 
from where he launched 
a tremendously successful 
career, sometimes accom-
panying Sinatra and other 
jazz greats of the sixties 
on piano.

In a dazzling career that 
has spanned five decades, 
Monty has produced 70 
albums. He has played on 
virtually every major jazz 
festival worldwide and in 
prestigious venues like 
the Lincoln Center and 
Carnegie Hall. Years ago, 
when Monty was seeking 
permanent residence in 
the United States, it was 
Duke Ellington and Count 
Basie who wrote his let-

ters of recommendation. 
Monty has collaborated 
on recordings with the 
likes of Quincy Jones, his 
longtime friend, and with 
Tony Bennett and Natalie 
Cole on a number of 
Billboard smash albums, 
including Natalie Cole’s 
Unforgettable, and he 
played on the soundtrack 
of Clint Eastwood’s movie 
Bird.

Monty’s latest album 
The Harlem-Kingston 
Express (Motema Music) 
celebrates his grounded 
connectivity to American 
jazz and Jamaican reggae. 
The album soared to the 
top of the charts, comfort-
ably riding the number 
one position on the Jazz 
World Chart for four-
teen weeks. The album 
has also earned him a 
Grammy nomination for 
Best Reggae Album. In his 
quest to win a Grammy, 
one of the crown jewels 
of the American music 
industry, Alexander is up 
against other illustrious 
names: Shaggy, Stephen 
Marley, Ziggy Marley and 
Israel Vibrations.

But for Monty, the real 
finger-licking icing on his 
50th anniversary birthday 
cake is a two week jazz 
and reggae festival that he 
has planned for the Blue 
Note Jazz Club in New 
York form February 20 to 
March 4 that is called the 
Full Monty Experience. 
The festival is, in a sense, a 
musical retrospective that 
will showcase the many 
moods and the musical 
memories of Monty, and 
it will also synergize excit-
ing new millennium part-
nerships between classic 
American Harlem jazz and 
Kingston’s roots reggae.

The Full Monty 
Experience Jazz & Reggae 
Festival will take place in 
two parts. Part 1, Fifty 
Years in Music will bring 
together a number of 
extraordinary and unique 
jazz talent, some of whom 
worked alongside Monty 
in the past and who rep-
resent classic jazz from 
various eras, from the 60s 
to the present. 

The theme of Part 2 
of the festival is Jamaica 
Meets Jazz- A One Love 
Celebration and here 
Monty will go directly to .

Continued from previous page

Continued from previous page

Monty’s Music

NDTC at BCBC

The Kes experience

Kes the Band and Friends.

Marlon Simms and Keita-Marie Chamberlain in Rex Nettleford’s “Kumina.”
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By Kam Williams
Happily-married Linda 

(Jennifer Aniston) and 
George (Paul Rudd) finally 
took the plunge into home 
ownership after being con-
vinced by their realtor’s 
(Linda Lavin) sales pitch 
that a “micro loft” in the 
West Village would be a 
great investment. However, 
when the ambitious worka-
holic subsequently loses his 
high-paying, high-stress job, 
they are forced to sell the 
postage stamp-sized studio 

“Wanderlust”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for profanity, 
sexuality, drug use and 
graphic nudity.
Running time: 
98 minutes
Distributor: 
Universal Pictures

Apart (R for violence, pro-
fanity and bloody images) 
Romance thriller about a 
couple of star-crossed lov-
ers (Olesya Rulin and Josh 
Danziger) who share a psy-
chological disorder which 
proves fatal for their friends 
the deeper they fall in love. 
With Bruce McGill, Joey 
Lauren Adams and Michael 
Bowen. 

Attenberg (Unrated) 
Bittersweet Greek drama 
about an inexperienced, 
23-year-old (Ariane Labed) 
who belatedly begins to 
explore her sexuality with the 
help of a girlfriend (Evangelia 
Randou) while caring for her 
terminally-ill father (Vangelis 
Mourikis). (In Greek with 
subtitles) 

The Decoy Bride (Unrated) 
Unintended consequences 
comedy, set on a remote 
Scottish island, about a 
British bloke (David Tennant) 
who develops feelings for the 
look-a-like (Katie Macdonald) 
he hires to impersonate his 
famous, Hollywood actress 
fiancée (Alice Eve) so they 
can tie the knot in peace 
without being hounded by 
the paparazzi. With Dylan 
Moran, Michael Urie and 
Sally Phillips. (In English and 
Gaelic with subtitles) 

Footnote (PG for mature 
themes, smoking, mild epi-

thets and brief nudity) Israeli 
drama about a father (Shlomo 
Bar-Aba) and son (Lior 
Ashkenazi), both Talmudic 
scholars at Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem, whose healthy 
rivalry turns ugly when the 
elder wins the nation’s high-
est prize for scholarship. With 
Yuval Scharf, Aliza Rosen and 
Alma Zack. (In Hebrew with 
subtitles) 

Good for Nothing (R for 
violence and sexual refer-
ences) Erectile dysfunction 
Western about a wanted 
man (Cohen Holloway) who 
kidnaps a beautiful British 
woman (Inge Rademeyer) 
only to go limp when he tries 
to have his way with her. 
Support cast includes Jon 
Pheloung, Richard Thompson 
and Allen Hemberger.   

Jiro Dreams of Sushi (PG 
for mature themes and brief 
smoking) Gourmet biopic 
about 85-year-old Jiro Ono, 
the legendary chef and owner 
of Tokyo’s Sukiyabashi Jiro, 
considered by many to be 
the best sushi restaurant in 
the world. (In Japanese with 
subtitles) 

Playback (R for graphic 
violence, sexuality, nudity 
and teen partying) High attri-
tion-rate horror flick about 
an evil spirit that’s suddenly 
unleashed when a group of 
high school students decide 
to explore a dark rumor 
about their hometown’s past. 
Starring Christian Slater, 
Johnny Pacar and Ambyr 
Childers.   

Shakespeare High 
(Unrated) Theater appre-
ciation documentary chroni-
cling promising high school 
students performing at the 
90th Annual Shakespeare 
Festival staged in L.A. by the 
Drama Teachers Association 
of Southern California. 

Sound of Noise (R for 
profanity and brief nudity) 
Swedish crime comedy about 
a tone-deaf cop’s (Bengt 
Nilsson) attempt to track 
down the gang of musical 
anarchists which has been 
terrorizing Malmo by stag-
ing impromptu percussion 
concerts all over the city. 
With Sanna Persson, Magnus 
Borjeson and Marcus Boij. 
(In Swedish with subtitles)

Independent & Foreign Films

By Kam Williams

Kam’s Kapsules

Big Budget Films
 
Friends with Kids (R 

for profanity and sexual-

ity) No strings comedy 
about best friends (Adam 
Scott and Jennifer Westfeldt) 
who decide to have a child 
together while maintaining 

a Platonic relationship and 
dating others. Ensemble cast 
includes Kristen Wiig, Megan 
Fox, Edward Burns, Maya 
Rudolph and Jon Hamm.  

Conventional couple tries hippie commune 

A scene from “Wanderlus”, with Jennifer Aniston as 
Linda and Paul Rudd as George.

apartment at a big loss.
Unable to afford 

Manhattan any longer, they 
decide to take up George’s 
brother’s (Ken Marino) 
generous offer of a job and 
a place to live until they 
can get back on their feet. 
So, they pack up the car 
and start the long drive to 
Atlanta.

En route, they book a 
room for a night at what 
they think is merely a quaint, 
country bed and breakfast 
located off the beaten path. 
But they immediately get a 
hint that something strange 
is afoot at Elysium when 
they are greeted in the drive-
way by a naked guy (Joe 
Lo Truglio) who isn’t the 
slightest bit modest about 
it. Next, they learn that they 
have just checked into a 
free-love commune which 
considers monogamy tanta-
mount to sexual slavery.

Linda is initially creeped-
out by the cult while 
George finds himself a little 
intrigued by the alternate 
lifestyle. Nevertheless, she 
grudgingly agrees not only 
to move in but to have an 
open relationship to boot, 
in order to make her hus-
band happy.

Then, lo and behold, 
Linda takes to the arrange-
ment, too, and she soon 
seduces Seth (Justin 
Theroux), a hirsute hunk 
who serenades her with his 
guitar. George, on the other 
hand, has a harder time 
bringing himself to cheat 
on his wife with the attrac-

tive young blonde (Malin 
Akerman) propositioning 
him.

Can this marriage sur-
vive the infidelity and inces-
sant temptation? That is the 
recurring question posed 
by Wanderlust, a fish-out-
of-water comedy directed 
by David Wain (Wet Hot 
American Summer).

The picture was produced 
by Judd Apatow, whose string 
of coarse teensploitation 
flicks includes Bridesmaids, 
Knocked Up, Superbad, 
Pineapple Express and 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall. 
Seizing on the flimsiest of 
excuses for gratuitous full-
frontal nude shots, Apatow 
again remains faithful to 
his shallow, stated mission 
to feature male genitalia 
prominently in every movie 
he makes. Thus, fans of that 
phallus philosophy will not 
be disappointed.

Of  far  more conse-
quence is the conviction 
which Jennifer Aniston and 
Paul Rudd bring to their 
performances as the couple 
in crisis. They succeed in 
holding together an implau-
sible storyline whose saving 
grace rests in all the cheap 
laughs coming courtesy of 
simplistic stereotypes about 
aging hippies, hallucinating 
addicts, bohemian bimbos, 
insatiable sexaholics and 
naïve New Agers. The tal-
ented leads are ably assisted 
in this endeavor by a gifted 
supporting cast stocked 
with versatile veterans like 
Alan Alda and Ray Liotta, as 
well as scene-stealing come-
diennes such as Kathryn 
Hahn and Kerri Kenney.

A humorous send-up of 
the 21st Century commune 
as a hedonistic dystopia for 
spoiled brats who can’t cope 
with the real world. 

“
FANTASTIC MOVIE FUN FOR EVERYONE!

”
 

“
FANTASTIC MOVIE FUN FOR EVERYONE!

”
 

Pete Hammond, BOXOFFICE

 MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes – Text LORAX with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)! 
No charge from 43KIX, std. rates may apply. Text HELP for info.

 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

SATURDAY, MARCH 10

Health Challenge Get results in the man-
agement of your weight, blood pressure, blood 
sugar, cholesterol & more with the 10-Day Health 
Challenge with Daniel Diet Lifestyle Training. Par-
ticipation is free & open to all.  Kickoff (informa-
tional session & registration) starts at 5:00 p.m. at 
Kingsboro Temple of Seventh-Day Adventists, 415  
Seventh St., Brooklyn.  For more information, call 
(718) 369-3534 or visit www.kingsborosda.org.

Community Tribute A committee of Browns-
ville residents, concerned citizens, clergy, friends 
& activists invite you to attend a community trib-
ute to Zurana Horton who was fatally shot when 
she threw herself into the line of fire to protect a 
group of school children, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00p.m. 
at PS/IS 298, 85 Watkins Ave., Brooklyn & will 
feature creative expressions & performances by 
Brownsville youth & community residents as well 
as provide an opportunity to provide donations & 
support to the Horton children.  For information, 
contact Chaplain Rogers at (347) 636-1732 or 
Rev. Butler at (718) 452-1141.

The Magic School Bus BMCC Tribeca PAC, 
199 Chambers St., N.Y., presents Maximum 
Entertainment Productions The Magic School Bus 
Live! The Climate Challenge celebrating its 25th 
anniversary with an all new musical adventure 
about global warming, 1:30 p.m.  For ages 5 - 8.  
For information & tickets, call (212) 220-1459 or 
visit Ticketing Services, Tues.-Sat., noon-6:00 
p.m. in the lobby of the BMCC or visit www.
tribecapac.org.  

Spay/Neuter Clinics The ASPCA Mobile Unit 
is holding Spay/Neuter Clinics at Petland Dis-
counts in Queens on Sat., 3/10 at 171-33 Hillside 
Ave., between 171 & 172 streets, Jamaica; Mon., 
3/12, at 30-28 Steinway St., between 30 & 31 
avenues, Astoria & 3720 Main St., between 38 & 
39 avenues, Flushing; Tues., 3/13 at 55-52 Myrtle 
Ave., between Cypress & Putnam, Ridgewood. All 
clinics start at 7:00 a.m. For information, call Amy 
Eisenberg at (631) 273-6363.

SUNDAY, MARCH 11

Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College, Walt Whitman Theatre, 2900 
Campus Rd., presents “The Beauty of Ballet” 
featuring students & faculty of the School of 
American Ballet illustrating the process by which 
talented youngsters develop into accomplished 
classical ballet dancers in a class where training 
exercises & steps are demonstrated  & also fea-
turing excerpts from famous ballets.  For children 
six & up. General admission; no tickets issued. 
For information, call (718) 951-4600.

MONDAY, MARCH 12

Radical Women & Freedom Socialist Party is 

2217-23 Frederick Douglass Blvd., at 120 St., 
N.Y., offers daily Happy Hour, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m., Saturday & Sunday. Brunch with unlimited 
Momosas, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. & live jazz Sun-
days, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. featurng the David 
Lee Jones Quartet. For information, log onto 
info@chocolatlounge.com or call (212) 222-4545.

Free Tax Preparation The Bethex Federal 
Credit Union is offering free tax preparation every 
Wednesday, 12 noon - 7:00 p.m. & Fri., 10:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m,. at Bronx Independent Living 
Services, 4419 Third Ave., Ste. 2C, Bronx. For 
more information & necessary paperwork, call 
(718) 515-2800 ext. 111 or for an ASL interpret-
er, call & make appointment with Ms. Saldana at 
(866) 882-3244.

Free Tax Help The   Brooklyn  Cooperative 
Federal Credit Union & the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance Program will be offering free tax help 
to low- to-moderate-income residents of Bedford 
Stuyvesant & Bushwick. In addition to providing 
free, high-quality tax preparation, the program 
gives Central Brooklyn residents an opportunity to 
open credit union accounts. For more information, 
call (212) 505-EITC (3482).

Adoption “You Gotta Believe!,” a community 
based older child adoption agency is looking for 
families (regardless of age, marital status, gender 
or income) who would be willing to provide love 
& nurturing to a child in the foster care system. 
Classes held on Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Church, 2801 W 8 St., in Coney Island 
& Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. at Church of the Holy 
Redeemer, 2424 Linden Blvd. in East New York. 
For information, call (718) 372-3003.

Home Improvement Did your roof collapse?  
Does your boiler need replacemet? Do you need 
major repairs done? NHS of East Flatbush, can 
assist you. Ask about the 5-3-5 program & Emer-
gency Repair program. For more information, call 
(718) 469-4679. 

Winter Aches & Pains Jamaican Fountain 
Pimento Oil is an all natural, chemical & preserva-
tive free herbal medication that relieves sore 
muscles, stiff joints, nerve damage, circulation 
issues, fluid retention amongst a host of other 
ailments. Call Sandra at (866) 223-2414 to book 
a free massage appointment for your place of 
worship, senior citizens group or nursing home. 
For more information, visit www.pimentooil.com.

Tai Chi Stop. Breath. Relax.  Join Tai Chi Easy, 
a wellness practice combining Tai-chi, Qigong, 
meditation & Chinese healing, taught by Daniel 
Weicher, certified teacher in Integral Qigong & Tai 
Chi, every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at the 
Moore Street Market, 110 Moore St., entrance on 
Humbolt St., Brooklyn. Donations are appreciated. 
Call (914) 673-6016 for information.

Vendor Registration Black Christmas 2012, 
A Holiday Season with a Purpose, will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 8, 2012, at the Hotel Pennsylvania 
in Manhattan. For details & fees on early, regular 
& late vendor registration call Norman Cole at 
(212) 714-4531.

Compiled by Ida Eisenstein

holding an eight-week public class, “Overcoming 
Racism: A Radical Approach,” at Freedom Hall, 
113 W 128 St., Harlem, between Malcolm X 
Blvd. & Seventh Ave.  Class 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 
p.m. ($2.00 per session). Light supper served at 
7:00 p.m. for $5.00 donation. Childcare provided.  
For more information or to get the readings, call 
(212) 222-0633 or visit nycradicalwomen@nyct.
net or www.socialism.com.

Women’s Jazz Festival The Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture, 515 
Malcolm X Blvd., N.Y. presents “Women’s Jazz 
Festival at the Schomburg” featuring performanc-
es by the Spelman Jazz Ensemble, 7:00 p.m. For 
tickets & information on all March performances, 
call (888) 71-Tickets or visit www.ShowClix.com.

TUESDAY, MARCH 13

NSP2 Program Thinking about buying a 
foreclosed home? With the NSP2, a city program, 
you may be eligible for up to $80,000 in principal 
reduction.  Learn more about this program at the 
Flatbush Library, 22 Linden Blvd, near the corner 

of Flatbush Ave., 2nd Fl., 6:00 p.m.  To reserve 
space call (718) 469-4679.  Sponsored by NHS of 
East Flatbush.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16

Birthday Bash Jammins Entertainment 
presents live performance by Jamaica’s hottest 
sensation I-Octane & the official return of Tony 
Matterhorn to the U.S. Celebrity Birthday Bash, 
10:00 p.m., at Pulse 48, 1020 East 48 St., corner 
of Farragut Rd., Brooklyn.   Tickets available at 
tix4me.com or call (718) 282-8041.

ONGOING

Dinner Dance The Meadowbrook High School 
(Kingston, Jamaica) Alumni New York Chapter 
presents its Third Annual Dinner Dance at The 
Elegant Rose Hall, 4848 White Plains Rd., Bronx, 
on Saturday, March 24, 8:00 p.m. For tickets & 
information, call (732) 874-3788 or (347) 414) 
4284.

Live Jazz The Chocolat Restaurant Lounge, 

Food Stamp Outreach
Find out if you are eligible to receive Food 

Stamp benefits! A representative from the NYC 
Human Resources Administration will be avail-
able to assist you with eligibility pre-screening 
& to answer any questions every Tues. & Wed., 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Community Board 
12, 4101 White Plains Road at 229 St., Bronx. 
For more information, call (718) 881-4455.

Children’s Program 
   The Mount Carmel Worship & Outreach 
Center, 788 East 46 St., between Clarendon 
& Ave. D, Brooklyn, is offering a children’s 
tutoring/computer training program, stand-
ardized test preparation & job skills training 
program, Saturdays, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
For registration details, call (971) 609-0909.

Financial Coaching 
We all have goals - paying off bills, saving for 
a home, improving our credit score, etc., etc. 
The Financial Capabilties & Coaching Program 
is a personal approach to help reach goals. For 
more information, call the Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of East Flatbush at (718) 469-4679.
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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Considering
DEBT SETTLEMENT or BANKRUPTCY?

Recession Special!

$900
BANKRUPTCY

Starting
At

Plus Applicable Fees

(For A Limited

Time Only!)

Call 718-709-7107

  Not Paralegals

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT
Prior results do not guarantee outcome

Restrictions Apply.

RYLO
FIRM

1

IMPORTANT DATES!!
Application is due April 1

Lottery will be held on April 18
Opening Day for Students will be August 2012

Please visit our website to download an application at

WWW.HLACHARTERSCHOOL.ORG

Now recruiting students for the 2012-13 Academic Year 
Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th  Grades

Public School at

ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!!

We Gave Out $35 MILLION
In Loans Last Year!

Proudly Serving Brooklyn For Over 75 Years!

9000 4th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z  |  Brooklyn, NY 11235
Tel: 718-934-6809

Open Sat. 9-1pm
www.brfcu.org

NEED
CASH?

You Can Borrow $5,000 For As Little As $150 Per Month

CALL NOW !!!
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By Lorraine Muir
The staging of the 16th 

Annual Jamaica Jazz and 
Blues Festival was indeed a 
memorable musical event 
and one of a series of pre-
mier music festivals honor-
ing the country’s 50 years 
of independence. from 
British rule.

Headliner, Celine Dion, 
certainly did not disap-
point the more than 20,000 
patrons who witnessed the 
diva belt a series of smash 
hits, one after the other.

 “Are you ready Jamaica?” 
she  asked screaming fans 
mesmerized by her beauty, 
music,soul, and charm,  
who could not contain 
their applause.

But  the night undoubt-
edly belonged to Damian 
Marley, who was accompa-
nied for cameo performances 
by Stephen “Raggamuffin” 
Marley and son. 

The Marley’s dominated 
the event with solid delivery 
of reggae hits and lover’s 
rock, such as: Justice, Hey 
Girl, There for You, Love 
and Inity, War/No More 
Trouble, Exodus/Move, 

Pimper’s Paradise, Traffic 
Jam, Mission, Written, 
Road to Zion. 

But it was the befitting 
rendition of monster jam, 
Jamrock, that marked the 
stellar ending to the 16th 
Annual Jamaica Jazz and 
Blues Festival and the 
continuing celebration of 
Jamaica 50!

The annual festival, 
dubbed  The Art of Music, 

was held at the Trewlany 
Multi-Purpose Stadium, 
just outside Montego Bay, 
the Jamaica tourist capital 
and attracted over 20,000 
patrons  including a mix 
of Jamaicans and friends of 
Jamaica.

This year the festival 
began on Thursday, Jan. 26, 
with an all-reggae, diverse 
cast representing Jamaica’s 
music trend from Ska, to 
RockSteady, to Dancehall 
reggae. 

Dion began her reper-
toire with, “I Drove All 
Night.” Then she took a 
personal moment to speak 
with the audience, com-
menting: It took us a few 
years to get to Jamaica, 
but tonight we’ll make up 
for lost time. Jamaica is so 
beautiful: beautiful weath-
er, beautiful ocean, friendly 
people and great food. 

“Honestly I can’t 
believe we are here!” she 
screamed. 

Dion also took the oppor-
tunity to wish Jamaica, 
“Happy Fiftieth! Home to 
the reggae legend, Bob 
Marley, the birthplace of 

reggae, and the best place 
on the planet.” 

With that, Jamaicans 
and patrons whom, she 
acknowledged over time 
have supported her career 
and love for her songs, 
hung on to every word and 
musical phrases from the 
diva and her backing band. 
The fans didn’t seem to 
mind her three wardrobe 
changes. Albeit, the set 
changes were brief. 

Dion, certainly did not 
disappoint with the delivery 
of monster tunes, particu-
larly from her 1996 Falling 
Into You album, but adored 
most for her ballads to the 
likes of: “Because You 
Loved Me”, the theme from 
Up Close and Personal; “All 
By Myself”, and “Beauty 
and the Beast”, a duet with 
Peabo Bryson; and “The 
Prayer”, a duet recorded 
with renowned Italian-
tenor Andre Bocelli. 

Adding an element of 
surprise, Jamaican born, 
singer and songwriter, 
Dianna King joined Celine 
for a cameo performance in 
the rendition of “Treat Her 

Like a Lady”. She ended 
with the heartfelt rendition 
of “My Heart Will Go On”.

Dion, the headliner for 
the festival was included 
on the Friday night line-
up of singers: Jully Black, 
Nicole Henry, Tami Chynn 
& Tessane Chin, and Richie 
Stephens & Gentleman. 

Saturday night was the 
night for Cee Loo Green to 
shine, seemingly the head-
liner for that evening. The 
cast included: Heads of State 
combination trio Bobby  
Brown, Johnny Gill, and 
Ralph Tresvant; The temp-

tations Review,  featuring 
Dennis Edwards; soca diva 
Destra Garcia, reggae-jazz 
guitarist, Earl Klugh, and 
Grammy-winning, Damian 
‘Junior Gong’ Marley; son 
of the late Bob Marley 
with Cynthia (Cindy) 
Breakspeare, former Miss 
Jamaica and Miss World 
(1976).  

R&B sensation Green, 
disappointed. There seem 
to be a disconnection with 
the audience and after a few 
songs his allure fizzled and 
the audience anxious to see 
him complete his set.

A fitting musical tribute to Jamaica at 50

Destra Garcia.
 Photo Credit: Denise Mason

Shaggy and the Temptations. Photo by Denise Mason

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID AND ALL MAJOR INSURANCES

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR & GEL MATTRESSES

ASK US how your insurance can cover all your medical and incontinence products
Pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY at no extra charge
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and incontinence products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM
SAFETY

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

to place an order call: 888.233.9039

ATTENTION
ALL

POWER MOBILITY 
USERS!

BORBAS PHARMACY 
REPAIRS MOBILITY AIDS IN 

ALL BOROUGHS OF NYC!
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Quality Wood Floors for Le$$

69¢

Next to Home Depot 
428 Willoughby Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11205

3 Blocks from Kings Plaza 

2373 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

1-855-883-5667
www.liqwoodationfl oors.com

TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq. Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.
30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor

New York, NY 10007
(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

Union Square Hospitality Group 
founder Danny Meyer, along with 
12 additional volunteers from his 
restaurants Maialino and Gramercy 
Tavern, handed out food to approxi-
mately 200 households at City 
Harvest’s Bed-Stuy mobile market 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15 from 9:00 
a.m. to noon located at 862 Park Ave, 

Brooklyn. 
Mobile markets are free farmer’s 

market-style distributions of approxi-
mately 85,000 pounds of fresh fruits 
and vegetables per month across City 
Harvest’s healthy neighborhoods in 
the Bronx, Staten Island, Brooklyn, 
and Manhattan. 

City Harvest operates eight mobile 

markets per month, and each mobile 
market day provides between 8,000 
and 18,000 pounds of produce to the 
community. Typical items include 
potatoes, onions, greens, apples, 
bananas, cabbage, plantains, and 
squash. Volunteers participate by 
helping residents select and bag pro-
duce items. 

Residents receive free fresh 
produce from City Harvest

Left: Danny Meyer and volunteers at the City Harvest’s Mobile Market while a Bed-Stuy resident receives a 
supply of free fresh vegetables. 
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www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Fridays 

Just Got Better

Caribbean Life is 
now distributed 

every Friday

More Weekend 
Coverage,

Entertainment 
Stories, & Sports 

and Now Just in 
Time for the 
Weekend

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
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FREE W
IFI

Most Major Insurances Accepted

Stephen Finger, M.D. 718-692-1515
Board Certified Otolaryngology. 
Ear, Nose & Throat–Facial Plastic Surgery

2256 Hendrickson Street (1 Block from Kings  Plaza)

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT: www.drfinger.com

Visit our blog: thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

“Why Wait for 5hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 5min Guaranteed”

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors 
Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

255 East 98th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11212, 
PH. 718-240-2644 Fax: 718-240-2676

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted.

Monday – Saturday: 11am to 8pm 
No Appointment Necessary

 Acute Trauma
 Pediatrics
 Internal Medicine
 Acupuncture
Chiropractics

Referrrals From Physicians 
and Attorneys Welcome

I A
S F

I P

VISIT 
US 

TODAY!!

Physical Therapy
Modern state-of- 

  the-art Facilities
 Onsite X-Ray
Onsite Blood Draws
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Do you want to increase your wedding business?

Call 718-260-2500

The only New York 

wedding magazine 

dedicated to the 

African/Caribbean 

wedding market.

 Advertise all year 

   for one low price

 Don’t delay -

   Deadline March 21

By Verona Forde
The Committee to Honor 

African American Heroes 
and Sheros had a Black 
History Month Awards 
Breakfast at the Eastwood 
Manor in the Bronx on 
February 25, 2012.

The first African-
American Mayor of New 
York City, Honorable David 
N. Dinkins was the keynote 
speaker and honoree. He 
started the Beacon schools 
to keep the youth off the 
streets after school. Within 
four years, crime in the 
City went down. Dinkins’ 
predecessors took credit for 
the low crime rate.

Assemblyman Keith L. T. 
Wright delivered the key-
note speech in Mr. Dinkins’ 
stead and accepted his 
award on his behalf.

Combating discrimina-
tion in the military was 
a common thread for the 
Tuskegee airmen and 
WWII Veterans. Tuskegee 
Airman and Retired 
Lieutenant Colonel, Floyd 
Carter recalled the War 
Department said that Black 
men didn’t have the intel-

ligence, the coordination 
nor can’t be taught to fly 
fighter planes. Regardless 
what the War Department 
said, Lt. Col. Carter became 
the first and only Black 
Commander out of 65 offic-
ers of the 732nd Military 
Airlift Squadron at McGuire 
Air Force Base from 1970 to 
1974. He was the one who 

taught the other 64 offic-
ers to fly C-141 Starlifters 
bringing that squadron 
from number three to 
number one.

When Dabney 
Montgomery was 19, he 
joined the Army. Although 
he was not a pilot, he was 
a member of the 1051st 
Quartermaster Company. 

The unit’s duty was to pro-
vide food and clothing to 
the airmen. For every man 
in a fighter plane, there 
were fifteen on the ground 
keeping them up.

After the army, he went 
back to his hometown of 
Selma, Alabama where he 
became a bodyguard for 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
in 1965 during one of the 
“Selma to Montgomery” 
walks.

Dr. Roscoe C. Brown, 
Jr. was another Tuskegee 
Airman being honored and 
his award was accepted by 

Cheryl Simmons-Oliver on 
his behalf. Dr. Brown, Jr. 
was traveling to promote 
the movie Red Tails as a 
consultant for the movie.

He designed the 
Congressional Gold Medal 
of Honor that 300 living 
Tuskegee Airmen received 
that took 60 years for 
the country to recognize 
them.

One woman who was 
being honored, Hattie B. 
Harris served WWII was 
with the medics. Her basic 
training at Fort Devins in 
Massachusetts was sleep-

ing in segregated barracks. 
The women had to do relay 
shifts just to keep the air-
men out of the barracks. 
The black women in the 
service had to deal with 
the discrimination and sex-
ual harassment. It was only 
grace that they continued 
to serve and for that all the 
women truly need to be 
honored.

The entertainment 
for the morning was the 
step team from MS 180 
in Co-Op City, Soldiers of 
Righteousness under Rita 
Henry, one of the parent 
coordinators. The spo-
ken word was performed 
by a dynamic 13-year-old, 
Muhammed Drammeh. 
Latisha Seabrook was the 
Mistress of Ceremony.

Council Member Larry 
Seabrook along with Jessie 
W. Collins, Virginia Stewart, 
Jimmy Alston, Sir James L. 
Robinson, Verna McDavid, 
Anthony Barr, Jullian 
McDavid and Johnnie Goff 
contributed to a wonderful 
morning of fantastic histo-
ry of the Tuskegee Airmen 
and WWII Veterans.

Honoring Tuskegee Airmen and WWII veterans

Standing: Latisha Seabrook; Tuskegee Airman, Lt. 
Col. Floyd Carter; Seitu Oronde and Cheryl Simmons-
Oliver.&#xA;Sitting: WWII veteran and Tuskegee 
Airman Dabney Molntgomery, WWII Veteran Hattie B. 
Harris and  WWII and Korean War veteran George B. 
Crouch. Photos credit Seitu Oronde

Step Team from MS180 Soldiers of Righteousness 
with Parent Coordinator Rita Henry.
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Rev Goodman, 

Spiritualist & Helper, 
helps with all problems in life concerning 
              love, marriage, sickness & family. 

               Call today, You’re one call away 
                from your blessings.

       973-849-8837

GENERAL& COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CARLY WALLIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and annoying drills. 
We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles.  
Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedations
Are you scared? No problem. Don’t be. We will help you! At St. Marks Painless Dental, you have 
a unique opportunity to be “asleep” during any kind of treatment: fillings, root canals or even the 
most extensive oral surgeries. Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry, 
where we make it our first priority to eliminate your fears. Pediatric dentistry under sedation and 
laughing gas is also available.

     Gum Treatment
       We provide all kinds of perio (gum) treatment. We do all possible treatment from 
       simple prophylaxis to advanced gum and bone surgery.

     Cosmetic Dentistry  
 White fillings at no extra cost  Laser Bleaching (takes only one hour) Bad breath treatment

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign 
Straighten out your smile! We do clear and metal braces for adults and children. 
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to eliminate 
unnecessary extractions. We also do Invisalign treatment.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
New dentures within 48 hours. Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals

INITIAL CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit 

St. Marks Painless Dental

TIAL CONSULTAT TIOAA N
FREE

St. Marks 
Painless Dental

907 St. Marks Ave.
Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves. 

OPEN 7 DAYS

718-778-3283

Pediatric Dentist on 
Staff

OPEN
SUNDAY

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

PAIN MANAGEMENT

 1815 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11210
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Back Pain Neck Pain
Rajesh Patel, MD, FIPP, DABPM
Nityananda Podder, MD
More than 20 years of combined experience

(718) 676 9400
Most Insurance, Medicaid HMO's, 
Worker’s comp, No Fault accepted
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FEDERAL
FORM 1040EZ

Poof of identity, residency, your S/Ss /birth certificates & S/Ss of your kids

9 A.M.-9 P.M. MON-SAT
J.W.C. 718-284-3156

1864 NOSTRAND AVE, STE 2
CORNER NEWKIRK AVE

110 YEARS
SAME LOCALITY

718-284-3156 / 347-406-7823

- NOT RETURNING YOUR CALLS? - CANNOT FIND HIM AFTER TAX SEASON?

- MISSING OUT ON CREDITTS? ... -“(S)HE MESSED YOU UP” ?

UN-HAPPY WITH YOUR PREPARER ?

SWITCH TO US NOW. FOR YEAR-AROUND SERVICE !

GOT A CHILD ?

$8,500
SWITCH TO US. PAY ONLY

MADE LESS THAN
$47,500 LAST YEAR

?

or more

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR

$95.00
PREPARATION & EFILE -

IN FEDERAL / STATE
TAX CREDITS

For taxpayers claiming no dependent, no itemized deductions, with certain types of income ( wages,
salaries, tips, taxable scholarship, grants, un-employment compensation. Fees applies with Earned

Income Credit and for NY State return, also if applying for Refund Anticipation Check (RAC). A RAC
is not a loan but a bank deposit or check. You can electronically find your refund and receive your
efund without a RAC, a loan or extra fees. Must meet IRS criteria for 1040EZ. Void where prohibited.
Offer expires 03-16-2012.

All offers limited to one per household, filing a personal tax return with wages, no investment income, SCH A, SCH E or SCH C. 1040EZ form filer must meet IRS criteria. Not responsible for typ. errors.
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By Tequila Minsky
The Jan. 12, 2010 Haitian 

earthquake, with so much 
loss of life, injuries, and 
property devastation, mag-
nified the social ills that 
beset Haiti.  Centuries of 
underdevelopment, mis-
guided foreign and domes-
tic policies have contrib-
uted to the vast inequalities 
and social and economic 
exclusions in the country. 

On Jan. 27, the Brecht 
Forum hosted the NYC 
book launch of “Tectonic 
Shifts” with a discussion. 
The book offers on-the-
ground perspectives about 
Haiti’s earthquake and the 
aftermath.    

York  Col lege 
Anthropology Professor 
Mark Schuller, co-editor 
with Pablo Morales, an 
editor at NACLA, moder-
ated a panel with four other 
essay contributors who 
were among the scholars, 
journalists, and activists 
highlighting the struggles 
Haitian people face today.

Schuller pointed out 
that half of the 46 articles 
were authored by Haitians 

living in Haiti and six in 
the Diaspora. Of the con-
tributions, most are single 
authored but organizations 
and/or groups of individu-
als contributed several 
pieces. 

The contemporary reali-
ties are divided into nine 
chapters in two major 
divisions––“Geopolitical 
Structures” and “On-The-
Ground Realities”: vulner-

ability, foreign domination, 
NGOs, “disaster capital-
ism”, peasants, the camps, 
women, public health, 
emerging movements. 

“Tectonic Shifts” offers 
insight into nagging ques-
tions of why Haiti appears 
to be persistently stuck 
in a quagmire of dysfunc-
tion and why recovery is 
so unbearably slow. Not 
all is hopeless. Essays on 
Haitians pro-active during 
the aftermath and empow-
ering grassroots works are 
also covered. 

 Leading off the panel, 
Haiti-resident Melinda Miles 
read  “Assumptions and 
Exclusion: Coordination 
Failures During the 
Emergency Phase” from 
chapter two on foreign 
domination.

Over a background of 
projected slides, Lisa Davis, 
human rights advocacy 
director from Madre, gave 
case studies of why just giv-
ing whistles as a rape deter-
rent doesn’t work unless 
the women are organized 
and trained as to what to do 
when one woman blows the 

whistle–other women must 
blow their whistles and 
come outside, their pres-
ence together is powerful.

Editor of the Boston 
Haitian Reporter and found-
er of the Diaspora organi-
zation, Haiti 2015, Manolia 
Charlotin read from her 
selection “The Haitian 
Diaspora: Supporting 

Reconstruction From the 
Centers of Power.” 

Co-editor Schuller, who 
also co-produced the film 
about Haitian women “Poto 
Mitan”, read his interview 
with Haiti’s first Minister 
of Women’s Affairs Lise-
Marie Dejean, “Need to 
Stay Vigilant.” 

Passionately underscor-

ing the necessity of authen-
tic inclusion from Haitians, 
Wesleyan associate profes-
sor Gina Athena Ulysse 
read “Why Haiti Needs New 
Narratives Now More Than 
Ever” from the concluding 
Shifting the Terrain chap-
ter.  She recognized the 
book’s conscious presence 
of Haitian voices.

New book highlights the quagmire of the Haitians

Contributors Lisa Davis of MADRE, Melissa Miles of Let Haiti Live, Gina Althena 
Ulysse from Wesleyen University, Co-editor Pablo Morales of NACLA, Boston 
Haitian Reporter editor Manolia Charlotin, and York Professor and co-editor Mark 
Schuller. Photos by Tequila Minsky

Associate professor of 
anthropology, African-
American studies, and 
feminist, gender, and sex-
uality studies at Wesleyan 
University Gina Athena 
Ulysse signs a copy of 
the book.
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Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?
Fatigue?     
Anxiety?                                                                         
Depression?
Type II Diabetes? 
Vascular diseases?                                   

Weight gain?       
Confusion? 
Weakness?
Osteoporosis?  
Shortness of breath?                               

Lost interest in sex?  
Lack of self-esteem?        
Lack of motivation?   
Poor self-confidence   
Coronary disease?                                          

Erectile dysfunction?
Sexual discomfort?    
Lost sexual feelings?    
Heart failure? 
Menstrual cramps?                                      

In both men and women these conditions are caused by, or worsened by, the lack of sufficient testosterone, and 
all are almost always significantly helped or eliminated by testosterone replacement.  Testosterone has been 
available by prescription for fifty-seven years.  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective in both men and 
women. 

 Testosterone deficiency treatment is covered by 
                        most insurances                                                              

       Get your testosterone level checked!!!
            
 

                      Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718-444-7040

TESTOSTERONE   
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By Azad Ali
The Trinidad and 

Tobago Football 
Federation (TTFA) 
is moving to sue 
its former special 
advisor, Works 
and Infrastructure 
Minister Jack 
Warner, to com-
pel him to provide 
information on the 
accounts related 
to Trinidad’s 2006 
World Cup cam-
paign.

Attorney Derek 
Ali, who is rep-
resenting the TTFA, in the case against 
13 members of the 2006 squad, informed 
Justice Devindra Rampersad in the Port of 
Spain High Court recently that the local gov-
erning body for football will sue the former 

 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS
‘The many setbacks facing the West Indies team 
leave them at a disadvantage going into Test 
matches later this month against Australia.’ 
 - Eyes on Cricket, Page 45

Continued on next page

Continued on next page

CLASS B CLASS B 
CHAMPS

By Robert Elkin
Nazareth’s last Class ‘A’ Intersectional 

Basketball Championship game came in 
back-to-back years of 1988-1989 when 
Ted Gustus coached the teams. Overall, 

Nazareth from the East Flatbush sec-
tion of Brooklyn captured it three times, 
including the citywide crown in 1977 
when all the teams were in one class 
or league of the Catholic High Schools 

Athletic Association.
Over the years, the Kingsmen turned 

out decent squads but not of champion-
ship caliber. Lately, the school has been 

Continued on next page

Nazareth romps Nazareth romps 
in title gamein title game

Nazareth‘s Sajea Stephenson #22 flys by St. Agnes’ Andrew Chan. Photo by Lem Peterkin

Jack Warner 
faces lawsuit

Historic U.S. 
win over Italy

Former FIFA execu-
tive Jack Warner.
AP Photo/Shirley Bahadur

By Patrick Horne
The U. S. men’s 

national soccer 
team did something 
in 90 minutes on 
Wednesday, Feb. 29 
that it couldn’t do 
in the past 78 years: 
defeat Italy. The 1-0 
victory over Italy 
in an international 
friendly in Genoa 
was the first in 11 
tries for the U. S. 
since the teams first 
met at the 1934 
World Cup in Italy.  

The loss was 
Italy’s first at Genoa 
since 1924 and it took a well-placed shot from 
forward Clint Dempsey – his 25th goal in 83 
internationals - in the 55th minute of one of 
the best ever displays by a U. S. national team. 

The U. S. had some respectable past results 

U.S. forward Clint 
Dempsey celebrates 
after scoring.
AP Photo/Luca Bruno
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increasing talent wise.
They recently put it all 

together last week by capturing 
the Class ‘B’ final and wound 
up with a 20-6 overall record, 
including 12-0 in league com-
petition of seven schools from 
the five boroughs in New York 
City and Westchester County, 
all members of the CHSAA.

Junior guard Naquan 
Chandler, senior forward Mike 
Megaafu, and sophomore for-
ward Samson Usilo earned 
berths on the all-league Class 
‘B’ team. 

In the 70-47 trouncing 
over St. Agnes of Manhattan, 
Usilo led all scorers by tallying 
29 points. Teammate Shajea 
Stephenson, a senior guard, 
netted 15 points  to help with 
the scoring.

Field goal percentage, three-
point shooting, great defense, 
and the outstanding  back-
court play paced the way for 
the Kingsmen, who now move 
ahead into the New York State 
Tournament. Credit also goes 
to the players and the coaching 
staff, headed by veteran head 
coach Todd Jamison and his 
entire staff.

The Kingsmen opened the 
game with a 6-0 run on a dunk 
by Usilo on a pass from Naquan 
Chandler, Megaafu’s lay-up, 
and Usilo’s outside shot. Daniel 
Beausejour’s three-point shot 
at the buzzer enabled the 
Kingsmen to take a 21-5 lead 
and they never looked back. 
Incidentally, Mike, a senior, is 
the valedictorian  for Nazareth.

“We try to overwhelm the 

other team’s guards and get 
out on the open floor,” said 
Jamison. “We have some very 
good athletes. We try to mix 
our pressure (going) half court 
and full court.

“As far as our excellent 
field goal shooting percent-
age, we’ve been shooting the 
ball very well all year, because 
we’re an inside-outside team 
with Sammy and Mike (leading 
the way). Sammy is a Division 
I athlete. They like to get the 
ball in the paint. As a team we 
shot the ball very well from the 
perimeter (in the final), and 
we’re shooting the ball better 
lately.”

Winning the game and Class 
‘B’ intersectional final meant 
everything to the coaching 
staff, players, student body, and 
administration.

“I did everything that I need-
ed to do,” said Usilo, a sopho-
more forward. “My teammates 
encouraged me and made eve-

rything (easier) for me. Next 
year I’ll be a junior.”

“We haven’t won a champion-
ship  since 1989,” Jamison said. 
“Now we have two more to go , 
as we play St. Mary’s (this week-
end). We’ll see what happens. 
The kids are playing well defen-
sively…Winning the champion-
ship is special for us. I’m gra-
cious to coach this team.”

“It’s exciting to win the 
championship and be playing 
so well, and it’s exciting for 
Coach Todd Jamison to win 
his first championship,” said 
Nazareth Principal Providencia 
Quiles. He’s an exceptional 
coach.”

On the lower level, Nazareth’s 
junior varsity team also cap-
tured a city-wide title when 
they turned back Salesian 
High, 61-57, in overtime.

“We went undefeated in 
the league,” said Coach John  
Fields. “We had a very good 
year. The kids played hard. 

We’re looking for better things 
next year. It’s a great thing 
to win two titles (Varsity and 
Junior Varsity). We’re getting 
better talent in the school.

“These kids really wanted to 
perform and we won the city 
title. From day one, we put ‘it’  
out there in front of them-let’s 
go and get a city title. And they 
worked hard to achieve that.”

Now the varsity is looking 
forward to take everything-the 
State and Federation champi-
onships, as well.

“We’re trying to build some-
thing at Nazareth and we’re on 
a roll right now,” added Fields. 
“Hopefully we can make it (the 
school)  a power house once 
again.” 

In the second game of the 
double-header at Fordham 
University in The Bronx,  Iona 
Prep of New Rochelle turned 
back St. Edmund’s of Brooklyn, 
70-54, for the Class ‘A’ title.

Brandon Williams, a junior 
guard, scored 18 points one 
more than sophomore guard 
Isiah Ice to lead Iona Prep.

“I helped my team get the 
championship,” Williams said. 
“I tried to keep the game under 
control. So many different guys 
stepped up. It meant a lot to 
win the title.”

Williams, who  didn’t start 
some of the games during the 
season because of an injury, 
is a two-sport athlete for he 
is a wide receiver on the foot-
ball team at Iona Prep. His 
goal now is helping his school 
win the State tournament and 
the Federation Tournament in 
Class ‘A.’                   

Continued from previous page

Nazareth Class B Champions. Photo by Lem Peterkin

FIFA vice-president, seeking information 
on the missing accounts.

Justice Rampersad recently gave the 
local football body three days to deter-
mine what course of action they intend 
to pursue to obtain the documents or find 
themselves in contempt of court.

The TTFF and the national football-
ers have been embroiled in a legal battle 
over World Cup bonuses with Justice 
Rampersad awarding the players two 
interim payments so far.

The court is yet to determine, however, 
the full total of what was obtained from 
the campaign of which the players will 
obtain 50 percent.

The TTFF has submitted accounts pre-
viously, which were deemed to be incom-
plete by the judge.

By Azad Ali
Experienced Guyanese batsman 

Ramnaresh Sarwan seems set to miss 
the West Indies’ upcoming engagements 
after striking a deal with English county 
Leicestershire as their overseas player for 
the upcoming season.

The club announced that it had signed 
the former West Indies middle order bats-
man for the entire 2012 season subject 
to approval from the West Indies Cricket 
Board and the United Kingdom immigra-
tion authorities.

“We are delighted to have completed the 

signing of Ramnaresh Sarwan,” said Chief 
Executive Officer Mike Siddall.

“He has an impressive Test record and 
his availability to play all forms of the game 
for us during the 2012 season in an added 
bonus,” he said.

Sarwan’s commitment to the club 
rules him out of the Australia tour of the 
Caribbean, which runs from March 16 
to April 27 and the subsequent tour of 
England that bowls off May 5 and ends 
June 24.

West Indies also host New Zealand in the 
Caribbean from June 23 to Aug. 2.

Ramnaresh Sarwan 
strikes cricket deal

Nazareth ballers in championship form

In hot water

Disciplined 
and copact

Guyanese batsman Ramnaresh Sarwan.
 AP Photo/Andres Leighton

versus the Azzurri when, at the Italia ’90 
World Cup, a young American team lost 
1-0, but the best result prior to Wednesday 
was a 1-1 tie in the 2006 World Cup in 
Germany where the U.S. were the only 
team to tie the Italians on their way to their 
fourth World Cup title.

“It’s historic for us beating a team of 
Italy’s level and it’s a very good win,’’ U.S.  
Coach Jurgen Klinsmann said. “But what 
we wanted to do above everything was to 
learn, to see how we could do against a 
team like Italy. I think the boys did very, 
very well, they played great for 90 minutes. 
And moreover we have young players and 
they’re growing and it’s from games like 
this that they do.’’

Klinsmann deserves much of the credit 
for the U. S. performance; the team played 
with confidence from the outset, players 
looked comfortable on the field and not 
in awe of the four-time world champion 
which recently qualified for this summer’s 
European Championship and in the process 
were undefeated and unscored upon.  The 
Americans were a hardworking, compact 
and disciplined unit, which displayed fluent 
soccer.

 The usual stellar defense was evident 
from the start when stalwart goalkeeper 
Tim Howard kept the Italians at bay with 
game-saving plays against early pressure 
from the Italians. Howard, in one of those 
early nervous moments, barely got his left 
foot out to steer Thiago Motta’s point-blank 
shot away from his goal, which turned out 
to be a crucial turning point in the match.  
The rest of the defense, anchored by Captain 
Carlos Bocanegra, took Howard’s cue and 
with Clarence Goodson next to Bocanegra 
in central defense and Steve Cherundolo at 
right full back and Fabian Johnson at left, 
the U. S. held their ground against a torrent 
Italian offensive. Johnson’s forays forward, 
one of which resulted in Dempsey’s goal, 
were particularly telling. 
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By George H. Whyte
When Australia faces the 

West Indies this month, they 
will have a strong advan-
tage going into the Tests, 
One-Day Internationals and 
the Twenty-Twenties. West 
Indies are facing many set-
backs which include a long 
injury list, out-of-form 
batsmen, including players 
who have been discarded by 
West Indies Cricket Board 
selectors. 

Lendl Simmons, Adrian 
Barath, Denesh Ramdin 
and Ravi Rampaul are 
down with injuries, and it 
is doubtful if they would 
be fully fit for the series.  
In the Regional Four Day 
Tournament most of the 
batsmen have been failing 
miserably. The bowlers in 
the region have dominat-
ed the competition. Sunil 
Narine and Odean Brown, 
along with Nikita Miller, 
have done extremely well 
so far in the series.

West Indies Wicket 
Keepers Injured

Denesh Ramdin got 
injured in a gane against 

the Windward Islands and 
Darren Bravo had to keep 
wicket. Going into a series 
with Australia, it clearly 
means that a specialist 
wicket-keeper is necessary.  
Carlton Baugh will have 
to be called up if Ramdin 
is not available and many 
young cricketers may have 
to debut at the highest 
level.

A State of Chaos

The West Indies Cricket 
Board and its selectors 
would be looking for-
ward to a rude awaken-
ing from Australia in the 
upcoming series. It will be 
almost six weeks of crick-
et which would be rigid. 
The Australians are fully 
prepared with their pac-
ers, spinners and bats-
men. Michael Clarke, their 
captain, is in full form, as 

well as most of the other 
batsmen. In contrast, West 
Indies senior opener, Chris 
Gayle, has been discard-
ed by the Cricket Board. 
Adrain Barath, his partner, 
is down with an injury and 
Kraigg Brathwaite does 
not look capable of taking 
on the bowlers at a higher 
level. Also, Lendl Simmons 
is on the injury list for 
about six weeks.

Jino Best and Odean 
Brown Must Have a Play 

in Tests

West Indies pacer Jino 
Best bowled fiercely in 
the first four rounds of 
the Regional Four Day 
Tournament and he picked 
up vital wickets. He is 
in good form and fully 
fit and has experienced 
because he wore the West 
Indies cap before. Head 

Coach Ottis Gibson ought 
to do some work with Best 
and give him the neces-
sary assistance he needs. 
With Fidel Edwards, Jino 
Best and Ravi Rampaul, 
along with Sunil Narine 
and Odean Brown, the 
West Indies should have 
their bowling department 
fully covered.

Odean Brown, the spin-
ner from Jamaica, has been 
splendid for Jamaica in the 

Regional Competition and 
it would be good for the 
selectors to add his name 
to their list of players.

Dwayne Smith May 
Open in ODI

Barbados Dwayne Smith 
may find himself opening 
the batting for the West 
Indies in the One-Day 
Internationals. The other 
players, and the batting-

order just remain a huge 
conjecture. Senior players 
are being ignored, inspite 
of their form,  and the 
West Indies Cricket Board 
cannot see the disastrous 
effect this will have on 
West Indies Cricket. The 
Aussies have the edge in 
winning in all three cat-
egories. The WICB ought 
to examine and modify 
their failing management 
strategies.

By George H. Whyte

Eyes on Cricket

West Indies face uphill task against Austrlia
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Caribbean Crossword by StatePoint Media, Inc.

Answers in Classified Section

ACROSS
1. Jasmine’s kin
6. Former Soviet Socialist 
Republics, acr.
9. Fancy marbles used as 
shooters
13. Are you _ ____ or a hawk?
14. One of Indiana Jones’ 
quests
15. Having three dimensions
16. Same as mesotron
17. ___ Patrol
18. *First network TV soap 
____ debuted in 1950
19. *Overthrown Cuban
21. *Arthur Miller’s wife
23. Jones’ Wall Street partner
24. What Rumpelstiltskin did
25. School support organiza-
tion
28. Reduced Instruction Set 
Computer
30. Boiling pot
35. Globes and eyeballs
37. *Site of Egyptian Crisis
39. Dominion
40. Italian currency, pl.
41. Ringworm
43. Lover’s strike
44. Prayer leaders in mosques
46. *One of Ike’s two
47. Pitched at Occupy Wall 
Street
48. Os
50. Be agitated
52. Sushi sauce

53. Offensively curious
55. Sin over tan
57. *Its launch started the 
Space Race
61. Thumbelina’s raft
65. Smallest number in a 
crowd
66. “___ we there yet?”
68. Late Saddam Hussein, e.g.
69. Helped
70. Sheep not yet sheared
71. “Swan Lake” skirts
72. Brooding
73. A.k.a. Tokyo
74. In vertical position

DOWN
1. Mary’s little pet
2. Light bulb over head?
3. ABC’s adventure, 2004-
2010
4. Stay clear
5. Book burner, e.g.
6. Mine is yours
7. Irritate
8. Save money on rent, e.g.
9. South American Indian peo-
ple
10. Cain’s victim
11. Lean like an athlete
12. PET or CAT
15. Little Jack Horner’s spot
20. Do this and shout
22. Black and white sea bird
24. *New York in “Guys and 

Dolls,” e.g.
25. *Jonas Salk fought it
26. Decorates Christmas tree
27. Biblical Abraham’s original 
name
29. *”The Man in the Gray 
Flannel ____”
31. Exam
32. Stories “from the Crypt”
33. Treeless plain
34. E on dashboard
36. 18-wheeler
38. Freezing temperature in 
Celsius
42. Friends in Italy
45. What cat did on the win-
dow sill?
49. Me in Paris
51. *Humbert Humbert’s inter-
est
54. Edible ray
56. Maple tree treat
57. Dateless male
58. *This Yankee was MVP in 
1950
59. Pakistan’s official language
60. To abound or swarm
61. Toy building block
62. Liver delicacy
63. Greenish blue
64. Floppy storage device
67. *Color of Scare

Advertising Sales Opportunities
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper targeting the Caribbean-American 

market for more than 20 years, is looking for Advertising Salespeople to sell 

Newspaper, Magazine and Online advertising.

The position involves selling new business through face-to-face sales calls in your 

territory,  working closely with existing customers and prospects to achieve and 

exceed their expectations, and developing and maintaining a client base.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CAREER IN SALES?

Requirements & Qualifications 
■   Previous sales experience preferred 

■  Good verbal and communication skills

■ Strong Computer skills 

■  Ability to work in a close team environment 

■  Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, medical, expenses 
& paid vacation

Please send your resume and cover letter 
when applying for this position to: 

jstern@cnglocal.com
or call Ms. Stern 718-260-8302

CNG is an EOE.






































