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CARICOM at the center of OAS 
vote on Venezuela

Oliver still large and in charge
 Jamaican comedian Oliver Samuels stars in “Four Can’t Play,” which premieres in 
Brooklyn on Saturday, May 20. See story on Page 35.

By Nelson A. King
Mayor Bill de Blasio has 

signed six bills that are a part 
of the Construction Safety Act, 
including two bills sponsored 
by Brooklyn Council Member 
Jumaane D. Williams, deputy 
leader, and chair of the Com-

mittee on Housing and Build-
ings. 

Williams, who represents 
the 45th Council District in 
Brooklyn, told Caribbean Life 
that Intro 1446 requires hoist-
ing machine operators obtain a 
special rating in order to oper-

ate particularly large cranes; 
and Intro 1448 requires build-
ings under 10 stories (exclud-
ing 1-, 2- and 3-family build-
ings) to retain a construction 
superintendent to maintain a 
safe job site.

Mayor signs Williams’ construction safety bills

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
Caribbean foreign ministers 

meeting for two days in Bar-
bados from Thursday are to 
examine why countries did not 
vote as a bloc at the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS) 
to support or reject proddings 
from the United States for 
regime change in Venezuela 
and at least one prime minis-
ter has formally complained 
about the unusual breakdown 
of voting unity officials said 
this week.

Prime Minister of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Ralph Gon-
salves has written colleague 
leaders complaining about 
the extent to which “a small 

group of powerful nations” 
within the hemispheric body 
was able to manipulate Carib-
bean member countries and 
break up their usual voting as 
a bloc when they were asked to 
support or reject a vote for the 
permanent council to meet to 
discuss ongoing political and 
economic upheaval in Vene-
zuela.

CARICOM officials have 
acknowledged receiving the 
complaint from Gonsalves.

He did not call any names 
but officials said that the Unit-
ed States, Canada and a few 
in Latin American which are 
unfriendly to Venezuela, were 

Continued on Page 6

BROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOKLKLKKLKKLKLKLKLKKKKLKLKLKKLKLKLKLKLKLLKLKLKLKKKKLKLKLKLKLKLLKLLKLKLKKKLKLLLKKKLKKKLLKKKKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKKLKLKKLKLKLLKLLKKLKKLKLKLKLKLKLKKLKLKLKLKKLKLKLLKKLKKLKKKKLKKKKLKKKKLKKKKKLLLKKLKLLYNYNYYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNNYNYNYNYNYNYNYYNYNYNYNYNYNYNYNNNYNYNYYNYNYNNYYYNYNYNNNYNNYYNYNYNYNYYNNNYNYNYNYNYNNYNYNYNYNYNYNYYYYYNYYYNYYNYNNYNNYNNYYYNYNYYYNN/S/S/S/S/S/S//S//S/S/S/S/S/S/S/S/S/SS/S/S/S/S/S/S/S/S/S//S/S/S/S/S/S/S//S/S/SS/S/S/S/S/S//SSSS/S/S/S/S/SS/S/SS/S/S//S/S/S/SS/S/S/S////S/S///SSS/S/SSSS//S//SSSSS/// TTATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATTATATATATATATATATAAATATATATAAATATTATAAATAATTATAATAATAAATAATATATTATATTATTTAATATTAATATTAATTTAAATATT TETTETETETETTETETTETETETTETETETETETETETETEETETETETETETETETETETETETTETTTTTTETETTETETETETETTETEETETETETETTETETETTTTTETETTTTTTETTETTEEETETTTEETETETETEEEETETEETEEEEEEN NNNNNNNNNNN N NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN NNNNNNNNNNN NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN ISISISISISISISISISISISISSSISSSSSISIISISISISSSSSISIISISISISSSSISIIISSISSSSSSSIISISSSSSISISISISISSISISISSSISSSISSSSSSISISSSSISSSSSSSSSSSISISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIISI LA



Caribbean Life, May 19–May 25, 20172    B 
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By James Harney
They’re speaking everyone’s lan-

guage.
A new health center in diverse 

Prospect-Lefferts Gardens has staffers 
who speak Haitian Creole and Span-
ish — along with color-coded signs 
translated into those tongues as well 
as English — to help staying healthy 
easier on to the large immigrant popu-
lation there.

“The fact that many area families 
are immigrants with health plans that 
are not widely accepted has caused 
many to only go to emergency rooms 
or urgent care centers when they are 
ill or have a medical need,” said Dr. 
Lesly Kernisant the top doctor at the 
new LaSante Health Center on Park-
side Avenue between Bedford and Rog-
ers avenues, which opened on May 5. 
“LaSante believes that these factors 
should never discourage people from 
developing close relationships with 
expert doctors. LaSante has chosen 
experienced doctors and medical staff 
that are immigrants themselves or 
come from immigrant families.”

Last week’s event featured free health 
screenings, a mini-concert by the Park-
side Prep Academy, jokes by comedian 
Haitian Vlad, and enthusiastic words 
of welcome from local politicians and 
health care professionals. Nearly 100 
guests got a first look at the spacious 
clinic, that will be equipped with 32 
exam rooms, nicely-decorated waiting 
rooms, and state-of-the-art equipment. 

Elected officials — including Coun-
cilman Mathieu Eugene, Assembly-
woman Rodneyse Bichotte, state Sena-
tor Kevin Parker, and a representative 
of state Senator Jesse Hamilton — 
hailed the new clinic.

“I’m sure that this medical center 
is going to provide remarkable medi-
cal services to my constituents,” said 
Eugene (D–Brooklyn), a native of Haiti 
who is also a doctor.

New health 
center speaks 

to all residents

By Tangerine Clarke
The Guyana Unity Movement (GUM), 

a Brooklyn-based non-profit, will wel-
come First Lady of Guyana, H.E. San-
dra Granger and Attorney General Basil 
Williams, to its first charitable weekend 
of events, since its massive Unity March 
on Church Avenue in 2015 to bring 
Guyanese together.

During a May 11, exclusive interview 
with Caribbean Life at The Hills Lounge 
on Church Avenue, Sherif Barker Fra-
ser, president, and members of GUM 
made it clear that its events are in 
keeping with the organization’s com-
mitment to foster growth and develop-
ment within Guyana, and the better-
ment of Guyanese irrespective of their 
residence.

To this end, this initiative will include 
a Unity and Soul Gala at Antun’s Ban-

quet Hall, in Queens, on June 9, a Meet 
and Greet with special guests First Lady 
Sandra Granger and AG Basil Williams at 
Crystal Manor in Brooklyn, and a Family 
Fun Day, on June 11 at Thomas Jefferson 
High School Football Field in Brooklyn. 
Part proceeds of these events will go 
towards various charities in Guyana.

Fraser said the events coincide with 
the organization’s vision to provide a 
mechanism, through which Guyanese 
can voluntary aid their communities, 
and people through programs and serv-
ices culturally unique to their needs.

Doris Rodney, an entrepreneur, and 
Fraser who grew up together in the 
small village of Soesdyke in Guyana, 
felt it is important to keep giving back 
to their homeland after the success 
of the Unity Rally, their brainchild, 
that attracted about 14000 attendees, 

and according to Fraser, was an ‘awe 
moment.”

“We appreciate and are thankful 
to the many persons who helped to 
make the march a success, but we were 
responsible for planning the historic 
movement that we created,” said Fraser, 
adding that after executive, Ervin Wash-
ington joined the team, they unveiled a 
committee that now has 36 members to 
carry out the group’s mission.

“Members are here because they are 
making sacrifices so events are success-
ful. We planned our events after Guy-
ana’s 51st Independence commemora-
tion, to give Guyanese an opportunity to 
attend other festivities surrounding the 
celebration,” said Fraser who noted that 
the organization reached out to Granger 
to include her in their vision, in keeping 
with her charitable initiatives.

Guyana officials to highlight Guyana Unity 

By Nelson A. King
Mayor Bill de Blasio, First Lady 

Chirlane McCray and New York Public 
Library President (NYPL) Tony Marx, 
flanked by local elected officials, on 
Monday, May 8 honored Caribbean 
American Harry Belafonte by renaming 
the 115th Street Library in Harlem the 
Harry Belafonte–115th Street Library. 

Harry Belafonte, whose mother was 
born in Jamaica and father from the 
French-speaking Caribbean island of 
Martinique, took part in the plaque 
unveiling ceremony at the library, 
according to the Office of the Mayor. 

“It is an honor to rename the 115th 
Street Library for Harry Belafonte, who 
is not just a legendary artist and musi-
cian, but one of the preeminent voices 
of conscience of the last half century,” 
de Blasio said. “I have personally drawn 
inspiration from Mr. Belafonte’s unbro-
ken commitment to making the world a 
better place, which he has carried with 
him since childhood. 

“As a native New Yorker of Caribbean 
descent, he is also a living testament 
to how immigrants like his parents 
help make this the greatest city in the 
world,” he added. “Now, this library will 
serve as a living reminder of Mr. Bela-
fonte’s music, values and activism for 
generations to come.”

First Lady Chirlane McCray said The 
Harry Belafonte-115th Street Library 
will be “an enduring testament to a 
great son of Harlem and the Caribbean.

“Harry Belafonte has modeled an 
exemplary standard of service for today’s 
artists,” said McCray of Barbadian and 
St. Lucian roots. “The ‘King of Calypso’ 
captured audiences with his soothing 
melodies, but never shied away from the 
more daunting task of fighting injus-
tice, whether at home during the Civil 
Rights Movement, or abroad in South 

Africa tackling apartheid. 
“It is his profound belief in human 

rights that transcends borders and time, 
and that makes Harry Belafonte, forever 
the Renaissance man,” she added. 

Marx said Belafonte has “dedicated his 
life to standing up and fighting for his 
fellow man, and we are proud that this 
legacy and spirit will inspire all those who 
enter the newly-named Harry Belafonte-
115th Street library in Harlem.

“We thank Mayor de Blasio for part-

nering with us on this initiative to cel-
ebrate a champion of civil rights, who 
believes - as we do - in opportunities for 
all,” he said. 

Belafonte said he was “deeply hon-
ored the City of New York has chosen to 
commemorate me by naming a public 
library in my name.

“I have had a love affair with NYC 
since the day I was born,” he said. “My 
mother and father could have made no 
better choice when coming to this city. 

Harry Belafonte gets 115 Street 
Library renamed after him

During plaque unveiling ceremony, Harry Belafonte’s legendary musical ca-
reer and civil rights leadership were celebrated. Rob Bennett

Opening day: From left, Dr. Em-
manuel Valery, director of Internal 
Medicine at LaSante Health Cen-
ter in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens; 
Councilman Mathieu Eugene; and 
Dr. Lesly Kernisant, chief medical 
offi cer at LaSante, address the 
audience at LaSante opening cer-
emonies on May 5.   
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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Caribbean
The United States Customs and Bor-

der Protection recently hosted a bor-
der security professional exchange with 
CARICOM Advance Passenger Infor-
mation System (APIS) member states 
and regional partners to discuss issues 
related to border management through-
out the Caribbean.

The move was 
designed to increase 
collaboration between 
international partners 
and the United States government on 
border security, migration trends and 
countering criminal networks.

Among the participants were leading 
workers in customs, immigration and 
police operations, as well as perma-
nent secretaries from all the CARICOM 
member states.

Additional participants included 
border security professionals from the 
Dominican Republic, Panama, and the 
United States, as well as the Nether-
lands, and the United Kingdom.

The three-day exchange was funded 
by the US Department of State under 
the Caribbean Basin Security Initiative 
but did not include any “police leaders” 
from St. Lucia, which is subject to sanc-
tions under the Leahy Amendment to 
the Foreign Assistance Act, restricting 
US aid to the island’s police force.

Barbados
The failure of Caribbean government 

to make their financial contributions to 
the University of the West Indies (UWI) 
could put the future of the regional 
institution in peril.

Vice Chancellor Sir 
Hilary Beckles has 
warned that with more 
than US$100 million in 
payments long overdue by regional gov-
ernments, the financial outlook ahead 
for the Cave Hill Campus in Barbados, 
St. Augustine (Trinidad and Tobago) 
and the Mona Campus in Jamaica does 
not look good.

Sir Hilary delivered the grim out-
look contained in a report prepared by 
a company contracted to analyze the 
financial health of the regional institu-
tions at a news conference recently.

“They are saying that we are going 
to be in significant financial difficulty 
unless we are able to get an annual 
financial injection of US$75 million,” 
he said.

The UWI head noted that the debt 
owing to the university by the govern-
ments of the Caribbean is US$105 mil-
lion.

He said the report cautioned that the 
university was headed for trouble if it 
failed to collect the receivables.

The UWI professor expressed doubt 
that governments would be in a posi-
tion to deliver, based on developments 
from a recent meeting of the University 
Grants Committee with regional gov-
ernments. 

Guyana
The Caribbean Court of Justice 

(CCJ) has ruled that an environmen-

tal tax (Guy$10) the Guyana govern-
ment imposed on Trinidad and Toba-
go manufacturer SM Jaleel Company 
Limited was illegal and contrary to 
the principles of the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy (CSME) as it was 
only applied to goods imported into 
the South American country and not 
to similar items produced by its local 
manufacturers.

In delivering the 
judgement at its Port 
of Spain headquarters 
last week, CCJ presi-
dent Sir Dennis Byron said: “Guyana 
clearly has been unjustly enriched hav-
ing collected an unlawful tax,” adding, 
“Guyanese manufacturers and distribu-
tors had a clear competitive advan-
tage.”

Sir Byron said the SM Jaleel was not 
entitled to the full rebate of the tax paid 

to the Guyana government from when 
the tax legislation was introduced in 
2006 to when it was repealed in 2015.

He said that a limitation period of 
five years had to be applied in the case 
because the company delayed bring-
ing its lawsuit challenging the tax. As 
a result, the Guyana government was 
only ordered to reimburse the company 
the tax paid between March 7, 2013 and 
Aug. 7, 2015

Haiti
The Haitian govern-

ment plans to rebuild 
the country’s National 
Palace to look like the 
iconic 90-year-old structure which col-
lapsed during the country’s 2010 earth-
quake.

The collapsed of the ornate domed 

Haiti’s National Palace to be rebuilt
In this Aug. 17, 2012 photo, Haiti’s fl ag fl ies outside the earthquake damaged National Palace in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti. Former President Michel Martelly’s administration and the aid group started by Hollywood star 
Sean Penn demolished the remains of the Beaux Arts structure so they could build a successor.  
 Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery, File

Continued on Page 16

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-HOUR PROBLEM GAMING HOTLINE: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369)

 

 PL AY.  D I N E .  U N W I N D.



Caribbean Life, May 19–May 25, 2017 5  B

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn 
& Staten 
Island 
Over 
20 Years

we work within your budget

office 718.442.4528

Residential & Commercial

GET READY FOR SUMMER!
Interiors  Exteriors

Fences-Wrought Iron Decks
Clean Outs Specialty Effects

Handyman Color Consultations
Quick & Reliable



6    Caribbean Life, May 19–May 25, 2017 BQ

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

part of the efforts to ensure that the 
OAS ramped up efforts to push regime 
change in the South American nation.

Gonsalves said in his three-page let-
ter that “a handful of powerful coun-
tries with an agenda of naked self 
interest has strategically invited select 
CARICOM countries to their meetings 
and ignored the others. In the result, 
they have succeeded in disuniting and 
weakening CARICOM countries whose 
only strength lies in our solidarity. This 
worrying development has been par-
ticularly manifest in matters relating 
to Venezuela.”

“We are all sufficiently seasoned 
political leaders to know that toppling 
a government will not end those con-
ditions, particularly when there is no 
viable, electable single alternative to 
replace it.”

Colin Graderson, an assistant sec-
retary general at bloc headquarters 
in Guyana confirmed that the issue 
will be discussed at the foreign minis-
ters meeting in Barbados starting on 
Thursday as usual foreign policy coor-
dination efforts broke down at the OAS 
this time.

“We always try as a body to coor-
dinate our positions. That is usually 

the case but some of the countries in 
the Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States voted in their own way. Others 
voted for, some against, some abstained 
and one was absent,” Granderson said. 
CARICOM has 14 of the 34 votes at 
the OAS and is widely respected as a 
powerful bloc because it usually votes 
as a group.

Gonsalves also attacked Secretary 
General Luis Almagro calling him “a 
chosen and willing tool” of the rich 
and powerful in efforts to topple the 
Venezuelan government.

St. Vincent, Dominica, Antigua , 
Grenada, St. Kitts and St. Lucia are all 
members of the Venezuelan-led Boli-
varian Alliance for the Americas and 
usually side with things Venezuela.

Tax Reform
Debate

Continued from page 1 
“The one thing all construction work-

ers have in common, whether union or 
non-union, is that they go into work 
every day because they are trying to 
feed their families,” Williams said. “Just 
because we are experiencing a con-
struction boom in the City, it doesn’t 
mean that we have to sacrifice safety 
precautions to keep up with the pace. 

“Intros. 1446 and 1448 move us in 
the right direction in minimizing harm 
to workers and the public by requiring 
safety plans and a safety monitoring 
program at construction sites, and by 
strengthening licensing requirements 
for crane operators,” he added. “These 
bills are for all of the workers who didn’t 
make it home after a day on their job 
site. My hope is that with due diligence 
and oversight, we can prevent one more 
family from losing a loved one.”

Under Intro 1446, operators would 
obtain a licensing rating to operate 
particularly large cranes through sat-
isfactory demonstration by operation, 
practical examination, or completion of 
simulator training specific to the make 
and model of the crane, Williams said. 

He said the operator is also required 

to have at least two years of experience 
under the direct and continuing super-
vision of a class B licensed hoisting 
machine operator.

Intro 1448 also requires construction 
superintendents at construction jobs 
and buildings under ten stories, create 
a site safety plan and keep the plan on 
site, Williams said. 

He said the bills are a part of Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito’s Construction 
Safety Act, a thorough 21-bill package 
of legislation that will strengthen con-
struction and crane safety regulations 
in New York City. 

Williams said these bills were drafted in 
response to the alarming increase in con-
struction and accident related fatalities. 

The Construction Worker Safety 
Act aims to address the longstanding 
issues of lax compliance with local con-
struction codes and carelessness on the 
behalf of contractors, he said.

“Given the recent reports on con-
struction site related injuries and fatali-
ties, it is paramount we pass legislation 
that promotes an atmosphere of safety 
at construction sites,” Williams said.  

He said Intro 1446 will go into effect 
in six months, and Intro 1448 will go 
into effect in 180 days.

Protect construction workers
Continued from page 1 

Ralph Gonsalves, prime minister of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, ad-
dresses the 2015 Sustainable Devel-
opment Summit, Friday, Sept. 25, 
2015 at United Nations headquar-
ters.  Associated Press / Seth Wenig, File

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean
news, entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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By Azad Ali
The Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI) 

recently signed on to a CARICOM 
Advance Passenger Information System 
(APIS) with the United States.

The signing took place between the 
TCI deputy premier and minister with 
responsibilities for border control, Sean 
Astwood, and United States Ambassador 
to Barbados, The Eastern Caribbean and 
the Organization of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS), Linda Taglialetela.

Astwood led a delegation to Bridg-
etown for the signing of the agreement 
recently. The TCI became the first CARI-
COM associate member country amongst 
the six British overseas territories to sign 
on to the APIS program.

APIS is an automated system estab-

lished for aviation and maritime opera-
tors that has the capability of enhancing 
border security over the region by sup-
plying law enforcement officers with data 
on passengers and crew members prior 
to arrival and departure from CARICOM 
member states, United Kingdom, United 
States and Canada. This system was 
established by the United States Customs 
Border Protection (CBP) in May 2009.

Astwood said; “the signing marked a 
historic occasion as the Turks and Caicos 
Islands embarked on a path of modern-
izing our border security regime through 
the cooperation agreement between the 
United States of America and the Carib-
bean counterpart.”

APIS should be operational by Sep-
tember 2017. 

Turks and Caicos 
moves to enhance 

border security

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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By Jomo Kwame 
Sundaram and Tan Zhai 
Gen

Jomo Kwame Sunda-
ram is a former economics 
professor who served as a 
senior UN official during 
2005-2015. Tan Zhai Gen 
is an University of Oxford 
biochemistry graduate cur-
rently involved in research. 
Both are Malaysians.

KUALA LUMPUR , May 
16 2017 (IPS) - Advocates of 
genetically engineered (GE) 
crops have long claimed 
that genetic engineering 
is necessary to raise crop 
yields and reduce human 
exposure to agrochemicals. 
Genetic engineering prom-
ised two major improve-
ments: improving yields 
affordably to feed the world, 
and making crops resistant 
to pests to reduce the use of 
commercial chemical herbi-
cides and insecticides.

Genetic modification of 
crops through natural evo-
lution or artificial cross-
breeding has been happen-
ing for millennia, giving rise 
to more productive or resil-
ient crop species. Thus, the 
term ‘genetic engineering’ 
more accurately refers to 
the artificial introduction of 
genetic material to produce 
new GE varieties.

Trans-Atlantic divide
A report by the United 

States National Academy 
of Sciences, Engineering 
and Medicine – picked up 
by the New York Times – 
found that US GE crop yield 
gains have slowed over the 
years, leaving no significant 
advantage in yield gains 
compared to non-GE plant 
varieties. Over two decades 
ago, Western Europe large-
ly rejected GE crops while 

North America – the United 
States and then Canada – 
embraced them. More than 
twenty years later, US crop 
yield gains are not signifi-
cantly higher than in West-
ern Europe.

Since the adoption of GE 
crops, US use of herbicides 
has increased. In the US, 
decreasing use of some her-
bicides has involved large 
increases in the use of 
glyphosate, a key ingredient 
in herbicides used for GE 
crop cultivation. This is in 
contrast to France, which 
bans GE crop cultivation, 
where overall use of herbi-
cides has been reduced due 
to EU efforts.

Glyphosate -resi st a nt 
GE crops survive herbicide 
spraying while killing non-
resistant weeds. However, 
rising weed resistance to 
glyphosate has led to the 
application of larger doses. 
For example, although land 
planted with GE soybeans 
has grown by less than a 
third over the last two dec-
ades, herbicide use has dou-
bled. Herbicide use for maize 
production was declining 
before the introduction of 
GE crops, but has increased 
since 2002.

Glyphosate was assessed 

as carcinogenic by the Inter-
national Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC) under the 
World Health Organization. 
Some glyphosate-based her-
bicides also contain other 
more toxic herbicides – such 
as 2,4-D, a key ingredient in 
Agent Orange, the infamous 
Vietnam War defoliant – 
to increase their efficacy 
against resistant weeds.

Diversity declining
GE crops, typically with 

traits which tend to result 
in monoculture, have been 
promoted as more produc-
tive than non-GE crops. As 
farmers adopt GE crop vari-
eties, others varieties are 
abandoned, and access to 
such seeds are increasingly 
in the hands of giant tran-
snational seed companies 
rather than government 
facilities.

But when farmers lose 
confidence in GE crops or 
wish to turn to non-GE vari-
eties for other reasons, they 
are no longer able to sim-
ply revert to their old non-
GE varieties or to cross-
breed them. Instead, they 
now need to buy seeds from 
these very same monopolis-
tic transnational seed com-
panies.

Similarly, the impact on 
ecological diversity, impor-
tant for maintaining frag-
ile ecosystems, cannot be 
underestimated. Biodiver-
sity reduction fundamental-
ly transforms ecosystems. 
Rich, diverse traditional 
farmer knowledge – of the 
use of plants and other nat-
ural resources to maintain 
soil and plant health, and 
to conserve water and other 
natural resources – is also 

By Gary Kalman
For all the concerns raised 

by economists and others about 
the House tax plan, it is gener-
ally assumed that the proposal 
will reduce the gaming of the 
tax system by multinational 
corporations. Among the more 
active debates: Will the cur-
rency adjust perfectly or will 
retail prices rise? Is the plan 
legal under our trade agree-
ments? Do foreign investments 
take a dive?

While all those questions 
are hotly debated, consensus 
is that the current gaming 
will end. “Not to worry,” we 
are told, “that’s covered.” In a 
recent article, Marty Sullivan, 
chief economist at the nonpar-
tisan Tax Analysts, was quoted 
saying that “the basic, funda-
mental structure of it seems 
much more resilient to gaming 
— by far.”

So, it is curious that ear-
lier this year, General Electric, 
Pfizer, and others that have 
been called out for aggressive 
tax avoidance publicly aligned 
with a coalition of companies 
to push the House tax plan. 
Between 2001 and 2015, Veri-
zon paid an average of 12.4 per-
cent in federal income taxes, as 
opposed to the 35 percent statu-
tory rate, on steadily increasing 
profits. In five of those years — 
all profitable — the company 
paid no federal income tax. 
General Electric, for more than 
a decade, paid negative 1.6 per-
cent on $58 billion in profits. 
Yet, the senior management of 
these companies clearly believe 
they will do better under the 
proposal.

How do you reconcile these 
competing assumptions? I 
didn’t understand, so I asked. 
After several conversations 
with economists, the answer is 
in the definition of “gaming.” 
The House plan, if implement-
ed, would end the incentive to 
invert or book profits offshore. 
That is true. Instead, it would 
shift the gaming from location 
of profits to location of sales.

The few economists look-
ing closer at this problem have 
written about how Microsoft 
or Apple could potentially 
locate servers in tax havens. 
Any downloads of software, 
music, or movies could count 
as foreign sales and therefore 
generate no tax liability. That 
would increase the impact of 
tax avoidance as those compa-
nies currently do owe taxes on 
profits they book offshore — to 
be paid when they repatriate 
those profits to the U.S. par-
ent. By switching from a sys-
tem in which companies pay 
on all their profits to a so-
called “territorial” system, the 
House plan would permanently 
exempt future taxes on all reve-
nues booked offshore, opening 
the door to rampant abuse.

When asked about this, 
one economist was not terri-
bly worried. Presumably, only 
a small number of companies 
are in a position to use that 
method of avoidance. But just 
50 companies account for two-
thirds of the roughly $2.5 tril-
lion in U.S. profits that are 
currently recorded offshore. 
Apple alone owes more than 
$60 billion on its profits booked 

House tax plan does 
not stop the gaming

OP-EDS

Genetically engineered 
disappointments

Genetic 
modification of 
crops through 

natural evolution 
or artificial 

crossbreeding has 
been happening 

for millennia, 
giving rise to 

more productive 
or resilient crop 

species.
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A galaxy of stars descended 
on Sotheby’s recently to dine 
and bid on items auctioned to 
benefit the reforestation and 
rebuilding of Haiti.

On the invitation of actor 
Sean Penn, designer Donna 
Karan, super model Naomi 
Campbell, Academy award win-
ner Leonardo DiCaprio, Tony-
award winner Neil Patrick 
Harris, director Bennett Mill-
er, singer Ellie Goulding, and 
Bravo TV’s Andy Cohen and 
a long list of New York lumi-
naries responded to a call to 
benefit his J/P Haitian Relief 
Organization.

J/P HRO is a non-profit 
organization founded by Penn 
in response to the Jan. 12, 2010 
earthquake in Haiti.

 J/P stands for Jenkins-Penn 
— a reference to Sanela Diana 
Jenkins — whose foundation 
supported initial relief efforts, 
with the actor. 

According to Wikipedia “It 
became camp manager of the 
Petion-Ville and Cité Maxo 
camps, supporting nearly 
60,000 internally displaced 
persons. By the end of 2013, 
J/P HRO achieved a signifi-
cant milestone in the success-

ful relocation of all remaining 
camp families.”

Penn’s brainchild “employs 
nearly 350 people, 95 percent 
Haitians in order to provide 
health, education and commu-
nity development, housing and 
economic opportunities.”

The charity he established 
has hosted six annual gala fun-
draisers in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia called “Haiti Rising.” 

Earlier this year in January, 
he raised $37 million to benefit 
Haiti.

However this month for 
the first year Penn — who 
is the founder and chairman 
of the board of J/P HRO and 
ambassador-at-large for Haiti 
— brought his cause to the 
Big Apple.

The fundraising effort is part 
of a broader campaign known 
as “Haiti Takes Root” a 10-year, 
$300 million partnership to 
support local agriculture on 
the Caribbean island.

“The goal of J/P HRO is to 
support the residents of the 
camps we managed and sur-
rounding areas transition from 
vulnerability to resilient, sus-
tainable, and prosperous com-
munities,” Penn said. 

 “In Haiti, having trees is a 
matter of life and death,” he 
added.

“They give food, they protect 
the soil, and they provide shelter 
from the storm. If we can’t reverse 
deforestation — and do it now — 
the deck is going to continue to be 
stacked against Haitians already 
struggling to survive.”

“Haiti could be an example of 
not how bad a country could be, 
but how it could rise up from its 
current situation and achieve 
something better. And if it can 
happen in Haiti, it can happen 
in the rest of the world, and that 
becomes an example to the rest 
of the world on how hope and 
renewal can be found in the face 
of death and devastation.”

The 56-year-old Oscar win-
ner has consistently demon-
strated a passion for Haiti -- 
volunteering personal time 
when a hurricane and later an 
earthquake devastated many 
towns and cities there. He 
has advocated support of the 
embattled people and enlisted 
many of his celebrity friends to 
assist or contribute.

“Haiti was devastated by Hur-
ricane Matthew,” Penn said as 
he explained the new initiative, 
“and I watched from another 
country as news organizations 
said no one is doing anything 
for these people.”

Fully focused on the Carib-
bean cause, Penn is reputed for 
many philanthropic efforts.

Catch You On The Inside!

Celebs & big-spenders help ‘Haiti Takes Root’

Sean Penn, Naomi Campbell, Andy Cohen at Haitian benefi t 
gala. Twitter Naomi 

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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offshore. These practices are not wide-
spread throughout the corporate world. 
Technology companies, pharmaceuti-
cals, and finance are the major players 
in offshore gaming. Just “a few” very 
large companies are the problem.

There is also the potential for export-
ers to merge with importers to share 
excess tax credits. This would reduce or 
eliminate tax liability for the importer 
on whom the plan relies to pay the 
lion’s share of the taxes. When asked 
about this, one economist responded, 
“that is not gaming.” True, mergers are 
a legitimate business practice but, in 
this instance, it is still a practice driven 
not by product or service quality, not by 
delivery or manufacturing efficiency, 
but by the tax code.

While there are numerous incen-
tives in the tax code to affect corporate 
behavior, this one has no other purpose 
than tax avoidance. One entrepreneur 
who started an outdoor recreation com-
pany (an importer of materials and 
equipment) said he would consider buy-
ing a wheat exporting company to off-
set his tax liability. Not much synergy 
between rafting supplies and wheat, but 
the tax credits would be attractive.

It seems a misplaced goal to stop 
the booking of profits offshore as an 

end unto itself. It is not as though the 
majority of profits are actually held 
offshore — waiting to be brought back 
to this country. A Senate investigation 
found that half of the funds booked 
offshore are held in Treasuries or other 
U.S. investments. Rather, the issue is 
the lost tax revenue or, as most in the 
public would see it, tax dodging. Since 
tax dodging via tax havens and other 
methods would continue among the 
largest players, it seems misleading to 
say to the public that the House plan 
would end the gaming.

Our goal in tax reform should be to 
agree upon a corporate tax rate that 
helps the country cover our costs, and 
then minimize the unintended ways to 
avoid paying it.

The most straightforward and hard-
est to game among reform proposals is 
to leave the basic structure in place but 
end the ability for multinationals to defer 
paying the taxes they owe. Individuals 
pay taxes on money they earn, whether 
they earn it in Des Moines or Dublin. 
Small and wholly domestic businesses 
pay taxes, timely, on their earnings.

There is no economic justification 
behind the special treatment of multi-
nationals. We should also tighten rules 
to prohibit inversions and ensure com-
panies are playing by the rules by pub-
licly reporting — country-by-country 
— their profits, taxes paid, and certain 
operations. This is a pragmatic, com-
prehensive, and comparatively simple 
tax reform that solves the specific prob-
lem of lost revenue due to offshoring 
profits in tax havens.

Tax reform 
debate

Continued from page 10 being ignored in favour of ‘hi-tech’, 
genetically-engineered, agro-chemical 
and other ‘industrial’ solutions, which 
invariably engender new problems. For 
example, pesticides are intended to be 
toxic only to pests, but not to others, 
but most are carcinogenic or other-
wise dangerous to human health.

While GE crops offer some ben-
efits, unclear productivity advan-
tages and rising pest resistance are 
reducing the edge it once claimed 
over conventionally developed crops. 
GE crops seem to be harmless, but 
there is still much uncertainty over 
their longer-term effects, includ-
ing increased pesticide resistance 
and reduced diversity. The scientific 
ethic advising precaution in the face 
of uncertainty seems to have been 
abandoned in favour of profitable 
expediency, ostensibly to increase 
productivity and reduce agro-chem-
ical reliance, neither of which have 
been achieved.

Corporate power growing
As many of the same corporations 

or conglomerates sell both GE seeds 
as well as the agro-chemicals needed 
to increase yields, the potential for 
other types of innovation is inevita-
bly diminished. Recent mergers and 
acquisitions have further consoli-

dated oligopolies selling both seeds 
and agrochemicals, exemplified by 
the acquisition bid for Monsanto by 
Bayer. Not surprisingly then, com-
panies have less incentive to develop 
new traits, or to invest heavily in 
tackling other problems when great-
er pest resistance increases sales of 
their pesticides and overall profits.

All this is often justified in terms 
of the urgent need to feed the hun-
dreds of millions of hungry people in 
the world. However, although there 
already is enough food being produced 
to feed everyone in the world, the real 
problem is one of access, as most of 
the hungry do not have the means to 
buy or produce the food they need.

Therefore, while US agribusiness 
has long claimed that GMOs will 
“save the world”, there has been lit-
tle compelling evidence to this effect 
after two decades. Proponents select 
evidence to support their exagger-
ated claims that GE varieties meet 
many needs in different parts of the 
world, although their actual track 
records are much more modest and 
chequered.

Much of the resistance against 
GE crops is due to the interests and 
methods of the agribusiness transna-
tionals dominating food production, 
both directly and indirectly through 
their control and promotion of seeds, 
agrochemicals, etc.

Resistance against GE crops 
Continued from page 10 
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(For Medical Services)

DERMATOLOGY
Alan Kling, MD (Board-Certified Dermatologist)

By Jim Harney
Once again, it was out with 

the old, in with the new.
The Brooklyn Bar Association 

unveiled its newest leadership 
roster May 5 at its annual meet-
ing in Brooklyn Heights, bidding 
farewell to outgoing president 
Frank Seddio and welcoming 
his successor, Aimee Richter. 

Seddio, who heads the Brook-
lyn Democratic Party and the 
Thomas Jefferson Democrat-
ic Club, said addressing the 
145-year-old bar association for 
the last time as its president was 
“bittersweet for me.”

Richter, a partner in the law 
firm Lee Anav Chung White 
Kim Ruger & Richter LLP, said 
she looked forward to taking 
the helm of the venerable group. 
“You look back at all of the 
people that have been the BBA 
president, and I’m so in awe,” 
she said when she learned she 
was next in line for the position. 
“It’s hard to believe that I’ll be 
one of those people.”

The association also 
announced the other results of 
its officer elections, held just 
prior to the meeting at its Rem-
sen Street headquarters. David 
M. Chidekel will be president-
elect, Frank V. Carone will be 

the first vice president, Anthont 
J. Lamberti will be second vice 
president, Armena D. Gayle will 
serve as secretary, and Richard 
Klass will be treasurer. 

Six members received special 
honors. Adam Kalish, Joseph H. 
Dirks, and Diane Golkin, each 
received a Distinguished Serv-
ice Award. Sidney Cherubin, 

managing attorney for the Bar 
Association’s Volunteer Lawyers 
Project, received the Freda S. 
Nisnewitz Award for Service to 
the Community “In recognition 
of a demonstrated commitment 
to pro bono work for the indi-
gent population of the borough 

of Brooklyn,” and Lucinda DiS-
alvo received the Hon. Nathan 
Sobel Award, named for a belov-
ed Brooklyn lawyer, judge and 
adviser to several state political 
leaders whose career spanned 
seven decades, including long 
stints as a County Court and 

Surrogate Court judge.
Established in 1872, the 

Brooklyn Bar Association states 
that its primary purpose is “to 
promote professional com-
petence among attorneys and 
increased respect for the legal 
system.”

Changing of the guard at the Brooklyn Bar Association

New leader: Newly elected Brooklyn Bar Association president Aimee Richter is congratu-
lated by outgoing president Frank Seddio, left, and Association executive director Avery 
Okin at the Association’s annual meeting Downtown on May 10. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Community man: Sidney 
Cherubin, managing attor-
ney for the Brooklyn Bar As-
sociation’s Volunteer Law-
yers Project, received the 
Freda S. Nisnewitz Award 
for Service to the Commu-
nity. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Services Provided:

Please call 347-915-1755 

(btwn Lenox and Clarkson Avenues). Bus: B17, B47 

building became a twin symbol of the 
quake’s devastation.

President Jovenel Moise recently created 
a reconstruction commission that includes 
Haitian architects and historians.

 He said a new National Palace will 
“make the connection between the his-
tory, culture and future of the Haitian 
nation.”

The revived palace should be com-
pleted by 2020.

Officials say they expect the recon-
struction project will go on a competi-
tive bidding process later this year.

St. Lucia
The St. Lucia government is under-

taking a project that would seek to 
reduce disaster risks.

The project would improve the hydro-
logical and meteorological data and 
forecasts. 

It is said that as part 
of the Disaster Vulnera-
bility Reduction Project 
(DVRP), it will strength-
en its hydrological and meteorological 
services to provide more accurate cli-
mate data and forecasts.

The government said in a statement, 
“hydrological and weather-dependent 
economic sectors such as agriculture 
and tourism require climate informa-
tion to improve planning and decision 
making.”

The statement noted that the World 
Bank hydro meteorologist Curtis Barret 
was part of a visiting team that assisted 
with the efforts to boost the country’s 
hydro-met services.  

Currently St. Lucia does not have the 
diagnostic equipment to forecast severe 
thunderstorms, flash floods and tropi-
cal storms.

St. Kitts 
The St. Kitts and Nevis opposition lead-

er Dr. Denzil Douglas is calling for the 
resignation of Prime Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris in relation to a Chinese economic 
citizen resident in the federation who is 
wanted in China on financial charges.

In a statement issued recently, 
Douglas accused the prime minister 

of rebuffing calls for cooperation with 
Interpol and China.

He said, “despite for-
mal requests by China, 
as well as Interpol, to 
secure the return of Mr. 
Ren Biao from St. Kitts and Nevis to 
face prosecution charges in China, the 
current St. Kitts and Nevis government 
is refusing to cooperate.”

Douglas said while the government 
has said there was no formal request 
from China, he was reliably informed 
there had indeed been several requests 
to the government from a Caribbean 
head of state whose country has diplo-
matic relations with China.

The Opposition Leader alleged that 
the prime minister has not heeded the 
urgings of his fellow Caribbean heads of 
government to cooperate with the gov-
ernment of China and Interpol.

The government has issued a state-
ment dismissing charges that it is pro-
tecting Chinese national Ren Biao and 
had denied that China has made a for-
mal request to the government.

Trinidad
The Trinidad and 

Tobago government and 
the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank (CDB) have 
signed a grant agreement for US$250,950 
for financing of the Development of a 
National Quality Policy.

The resources are provided by the 
European Union (EU) under the CAR-
ICOM Single Market and Economy 
Standby Facility for Capacity Building, 
10th European and Development Fund 
(EDF).

This facility is being administered 
by the CDB. The project commenced 
recently and is expected to be completed 
by the end of August, 2017.

Funding from the Grant will be direct-
ed at a Project for the Development of a 
Quality Policy.

A Project Steering Committee consist-
ing of key stakeholders has been estab-
lished to provide policy advice during 
the development of the National Quality 
Policy and monitor the implementation 
of the policy.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

2014 FORD FOCUS SEL  
Auto, Lthr, M/Roof, Gray,
13K Mi, Stk#2173F  ....................... Buy For         

$9,999*

2015 KIA OPTIMA LX  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B Grey,
38K Mi, Stk#2022F  ...................Buy For         

$11,995*

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
16K Mi, Stk#2213F ....................Buy For         

$11,999*

2014 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Grey,
45K mi, Stk#2061F  ...................... Buy For       

$12,999*

2014 HONDA ACCORD  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B,
30K Mi Stk#2230F  ....................... Buy For       

$13,995*

2013 CMAX SEL     
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F   ..................... Buy For       

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  ........Buy For       

$15,995*

2014 FORD TAURUS LTD   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
33K Mi, Stk#9068F  .......................Buy For       

$16,495*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F  .........Buy For       

$16,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT     
Auto, White,
Only 40 Miles! Stk#4700 ...................Buy For       

$19,999*

2014 FORD EXPLORER   
Auto, Black,
53K Mi, Stk#2129F  .......................Buy For       

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White,
30K Mi, Stk#2077F  .......................Buy For       

$21,995*

2016 FORD EDGE 4X4 SEL    
Auto, A/C, Black,
7K Mi, Stk#2152F ............................ Buy For       

$23,999*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black,
19K Mi, Stk#2183F  ........................Buy For      

$24,995*

2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4    
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
36K mi, Stk#21182F........................ Buy For       

$34,995*

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR352727. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 5/31/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,340 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 5/31/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 5/31/17.



18    Caribbean Life, May 19–May 25, 2017 BQ

Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

By Tequila Minsky 
“Freelancers have their rights start-

ing today,” said Department of Con-
sumer Affairs Commissioner Lorelei 
Salas to the freelancers celebrating 
the historic payment protection law 
that went into effect May 15. 

The ‘Freelance Isn’t Free’ law enact-
ed by New York City Council provides 
New York City freelancers with wage 
theft protections and is the first of its 
kind to extend a social safety net to the 
country’s freelancers. 

Writers, photographers, graphic 
artists, actors, event planners, web-
site developers, film production pro-
fessionals, a pattern maker, and a 
makeup artist were among the free-
lancers who packed the room in lower 
Manhattan.  

The commissioner spoke about how 
important this law is toward securing 
financial stability for freelance work-
ers who bring  talents to companies 
and then struggle to make ends meet 
when it takes months to get paid, or 
they just don’t get paid. “DCA’s Office 
of Labor Policy & Standards is com-
mitted to working on behalf of free-
lancers to created a more secure work-
force for today’s evolving economy,” 
she said. 

Under the new law, any company 
who hires a freelance worker must 
execute a simple written contract 
describing the work to be completed, 
the rate and method of payment, and 
the date when payment is due. Com-
panies in violation will face penalties, 
including double damages, attorney’s 
fees, and civil penalties. 

Last year, more than 70 percent of 
freelancers said they experienced late 
payment or nonpayment at some point 
in their career, forcing many to use 
credit cards or rely on government 
assistance to make up the difference. 

Council Member Brad Lander intro-
duced the law to City Council. “Start-
ing today, New York City will be the 
first city in the nation to protect free-
lancers and independent contractors 
from getting stiffed,” he said, as he 
thanked a dozen members of the Free-
lancers Union standing behind the 
podium and its Founder and Execu-
tive Director Sara Horowitz  for their 
work  and leadership  in passing this 
legislation. A victorious vibe perme-
ated the room.

Chair of City Council’s Commit-
tee on Consumer Affairs Rafael Espi-
nal’s Bushwick district has many free-
lance Internet professionals and was a 
part in securing rights for freelancers 
through the law. He reminded the 
assembled, “We must continue fight-
ing for pay equity, better working 
conditions, and rights for all workers 
— both unionized and nonunionized 
workers — throughout our city and 
beyond.”

The United Federation of Teach-
ers (UFT) and several labor and art-
ists unions, civic organizations as 
well as co-working spaces backed 
this act. 

On behalf of the National Writers 
Union, its president Larry Goldbetter 
thanked all the City Council support-
ers and allies in labor, the commu-
nity and business. “We hope this law 
becomes a model for protecting free-
lance workers everywhere,” he said.

The Freelancers Union championed 
this legislation and is a nationwide 
membership organization of 360,000. 
Unveiling new legal resources to help 
independent workers get paid for the 
work they do, it launched the Free-
lancers Union App, which connects 
freelancers with lawyers  committed 
to representing this workforce when 
they become victims of wage theft. 

New law to protect 
freelancers in NY

DCA Commissioner Lorelei Salas (far left) and Freelancers Union Executive 
Director (far right) Sara Horowitz and other Union members listen to Coun-
cil Member Rafael Espinal. “Freelance workers are an integral part of our 
society and growing economy. We must continue fi ghting for pay equity, 
better working conditions, and rights for all workers.” Photo by Tequila Minsky
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Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. *On approved credit. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on 
credit. Lessee resp. for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’17 Corolla $6,444/$11,873; ’17 Camry SE $7,416/$13,711; 
’17 RAV4 $8,532/$16,579; ’17 Sienna $11,844/$19,320. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = $0 Down pymt 
OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec dep (waived by TFS). ’17 Corolla: $1000, ’17 Camry: $2000, ’17 RAV4: $750, ’17 Sienna: 
$750 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 financed is 2.9% - 60 months= $17.92 Monthly payment for every 
$1,000 financed is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualified buyers. (5) From the original date of first use 
when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip errors. Must take retail delivery by 5-31-2017. Offers 
expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 
Service: 

Many Toyota Certifi

WestburyToyota.com

DAY SAVINGS
G O I N G  O N  N O W !

$0
Down (1)

$329
36 Mos Lease

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

Stk#N72238, Mod#5338,  6cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. 

MSRP $33,895.  $329 Due at Signing.

New 2017  TOYOTA
SIENNA LE FWD 8PSGR

(1)

$237
36 Mos Lease

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

Stk#N72382, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD, 
pwr steer/ brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $27,178.

$237 Due at Signing.

New 2017  TOYOTA
RAV4 LE AWD

(1)

$206
36 Mos Lease

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto,
alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/ brks/ 
winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  $206 Due at Signing.

New 2017  TOYOTA
CAMRY SE

(1)

$179
36 Mos Lease

$0 Down or Equivalent Trade Equity

Stk#N72549, Mod#1852,  4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog 
Lights, a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ winds/ lcks. 

MSRP $20,123.  $179 Due at Signing.

New 2017  TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

*
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Honorees 
CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HEALTHCARE AWARDS

 4th Annual Caribbean American Healthcare Awards

Please visit https://2017caribbeanhealthcare.eventbrite.com
Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302 or jstern@cnglocal.com

Paradise Caterers
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, New York 11223

Between West 11th and West 12th
$ Valet Parking

Congratulations
to

Honorees
of 

Caribbean American
Healthcare Award

It was a great honor to have 
received such a prestigious 
and distinguished award. 
It was a realization of a huge 
life dream to be recognized 
by my peers for my ongoing 
contribution in the fi eld 
of healthcare. This award 
has given me a chance of a 
lifetime to be more proactive 
in the fi eld. For me, it’s 
“The Noble Prize for 
Health”.

I am truly humbled to be a past 
recipient of the Caribbean Life 

Healthcare Award. 
As a healthcare practitioner 

I continuously focus on providing 
high quality patient care. 
To be recognized for my 

resilience, dedication and overall 
commitment to 

reducing healthcare disparities
has been a heartwarming 

experience. Congratulations 
to the 2017 awardees.Merle Warren Sybilla Daniel Douglas
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
    myfatlossexpert.com

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

DOWNLOAD APPLICATION AT
WWW.HABITATNYC.ORG/HOMEOWNERSHIP

Learn more about becoming a Habitat NYC homeowner!

Single Family Homes in Eastern Brooklyn and Southeast Queens

CALL: (212) 991-4000 ext. 327      EMAIL: homeownership@habitatnyc.orgFOR MORE INFORMATION

Habitat for Humanity New York City
Queens Phase Two Housing Development 
Fund Corporation
111 John St., 23rd Floor, 
New York, NY 10038

www.habitatnyc.org

Apply to become a
Habitat NYC homeowner:

2% fi xed interest mortgage

1% down payment

Must meet credit, 
income and work history 
requirements

Units available only to
fi rst-time homebuyers

Household Size Minimum Income Maximum Income

INCOME GUIDELINES (subject to change):

 1 $33,400 $53,450
 2 $38,200 $61,050
 3 $42,950 $68,700
 4 $47,700 $76,300
 5 $51,550 $82,450
 6 $55,350 $88,550
 7 $59,150 $94,650
 8 $63,000 $100,750

HABF-071754

Single Family Homes in Eastern Brooklyn 
and Southeast Queens
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By Alexandra Simon
Reading for Jamaica’s future. 
A young Jamaican educator is inno-

vating a new way to increase literacy 
among Jamaica’s youth with her sum-
mer reading camp and comprehensive 
reading sessions. Santana Morris is the 
executive director and founder of the 
Jamaican Reading Intensive Clinic, an 
expansive educational program based in 
Montego Bay, that pushes children and 
teens towards literacy. She started the 
annual summer reading camp last year 
as a resolve, and now after a successful 
run, the camp is set to return July 24–28 
and will be the biggest yet, said Morris.

“What we did was create a reading 
program for the public and looked at 
how low literacy, learning difficulties, 
and the lack of financial opportunities 
affected children, and we took a holistic 
approach,” said Morris. “It’s a strategic 
and fantastic initiative created to mas-
ter the art of reading and we got a lot of 
positive feedback — this year we have 
over 600 volunteers who are very seri-
ous about this.”

The island-wide initiative is going 
to be held in every parish and will be 
carried out by the volunteers, many 
of whom are also educators, academic 
professionals, and trained specialists, 
said Morris.

The camp identifies reading capa-
bilities in children by analyzing them 
based on the five components of read-
ing, which will help distinguish needed 
areas of attention including compre-
hension, phonics, and fluency.

“What we do is focus on the five 
strands of reading and create a time-
table to teach them,” said Morris. “We 
have a specific comprehension passage 
that we use to test skills and it covers 
all the strands of reading and we deter-
mine which strand to focus on.” 

Raising 
literacy in 
Jamaica

By Desmond Brown
KINGSTON, Jamaica, Apr 30, 2017 

(IPS) - Climate change remains inextri-
cably linked to the challenges of disas-
ter risk reduction (DRR). And according 
to the head of the United Nations Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), 
Robert Glasser, the reduction of green-
house gases is “the single most urgent 
global disaster risk treatment.”

Glasser was addressing the Fifth 
Regional Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) in the Americas. Held 
recently in Montreal, the gathering 
included more than 1,000 delegates 
from 50 countries, including the Car-
ibbean.

“We see disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation as two sides 
of the same coin.” --Dr. Mark Bynoe

“We recognise that reducing green-
house gas emissions is arguably the 
single most urgent global disaster 
risk treatment, because without those 
efforts our other efforts to reduce many 
hazards and the risks those pose to 
communities would be overwhelmed 
over the longer term,” Glasser said.

The conference, hosted by the Cana-
dian government in cooperation with 
UNISDR marked the first opportunity 
for governments and stakeholders of 
the Americas to discuss and agree on 
a Regional Action Plan to support the 
implementation of the Sendai Frame-
work for DRR 2015-2030.

The Sendai Framework is the first 
major agreement of the post-2015 
development agenda, with seven targets 
and four priorities for action. It was 
endorsed by the UN General Assembly 
following the 2015 Third UN World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion (WCDRR). The Framework is a 
15-year, voluntary non-binding agree-
ment which recognises that the state 
has the primary role to reduce disaster 
risk but that responsibility should be 
shared with other stakeholders includ-
ing local government, the private sector 
and other stakeholders.

“The regional plan of action you will 
adopt… will help and guide national 
and local governments in their efforts 
to strengthen the links between the 
2030 agenda for Climate Change Adap-
tation and Disaster Risk Reduction as 
national and local DRR strategies are 
developed and further refined in line 
with the Sendai Framework priorities 
over the next four years,” Glasser said.

The Caribbean is a minute contribu-
tor to global greenhouse gas emissions 
but will be among the most severely 
impacted.

The region is already experiencing 
its impacts with more frequent extreme 
weather events such as the 2013 rain 
event in the Eastern Caribbean, extreme 
drought across the region with severe 
consequences in several countries; the 

2005 flooding in Guyana and Belize in 
2010.

Inaction for the Caribbean region 
is very costly. An economic analysis 
focused on three areas – increased 
hurricane damages, loss of tourism 
revenue and infrastructure – revealed 
damages could cost the region 10.7 bil-
lion dollars by 2025. That’s more than 
the combined Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) of all the member countries of 
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS).

At the Montreal conference, Head 
of the Caribbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (CDEMA) Ron-
ald Jackson was a panelist in a forum 
discussing the linkages between disas-
ter risk reduction, climate change and 
sustainable development. He said the 
region needs to marry its indigenous 
solutions to disaster risk management 
with modern technology.

“We’ve recognised that in the old 
days, our fore parents… had to deal 
with flood conditions and they sur-
vived them very well. There were sim-
ple things in terms of how they pulled 
their beds and other valuables out of 
the flood space in the house in particu-
lar. This contributed to their surviving 
the storms with minimal loss,” Jackson 
said.

“That knowledge of having to face 
those adverse conditions and surviving 
them and coping through them and 

being able to bounce back to where they 
were before, that was evident in our 
society in the past. It has subsequently 
disappeared.”

CDEMA is a regional inter-govern-
mental agency for disaster management 
in the Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM). The Agency was established in 
1991 with primary responsibility for the 
coordination of emergency response 
and relief efforts to participating states 
that require such assistance.

Another regional agency, the Belize-
based Caribbean Community Climate 
Change Centre (CCCCC) is collaborat-
ing with other agencies on the Car-
ibbean Risk Management Initiative 
(CRMI).

The CRMI aims to provide a platform 
for sharing the experiences and lessons 
learned between different sectors across 
the Caribbean in order to facilitate 
improved disaster risk reduction.

“We see disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation as two sides 
of the same coin because to the extent 
we are able to enhance disaster risk 
reduction we are also beginning to 
adapt to climate change,” Dr. Mark 
Bynoe, the CCCCC’s senior environ-
ment and resource economist said.

He explained that there are a range 
of activities carried out specifically in 
terms of climate adaptation that will 
also have a disaster risk reduction ele-
ment.

Caribbean rolls out plans to 
reduce climate change hazards

Dr. Mark Bynoe, senior environment and resource economist with the Be-
lize-based Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC).  
 Inter Press Service /  Desmond Brown

Jamaican educator Santana Mor-
ris runs the Jamaica Intensive 
Reading Clinic in Jamacia, a pri-
vately-run program to help the 
youth meet literacy needs. 
 Santana Morris
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©2017 the LEGO Group.

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A TRIP 
TO LEGOLAND® FLORIDA RESORT!

Pick up the Daily News 
Sun. May 21 for details!

PLUS
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

By Tangerine Clarke
Fresh from the success of 

serving almost 200 Guyanese 
citizens in Schenectady, New 
York during a second out-
reach program on April 22, 
Consul General of Guyana 
to New York, Hon. Barbara 
Atherly called on the com-
munity to reach out to the 
diplomatic office to sched-
ule a community outreach 
in their area, at a recent 
Brooklyn program.

The CG and staff of the 
Manhattan Consulate, proc-
essed passport applications, 
power of attorney, and life 
certificates for the elderly on 
May 6, at Restoration Temple 
Assembly of God Church hall 
on Church Avenue, where the 
Atherly said it was a great 
opportunity to get out into 
the community to reach sen-
ior citizens who were unable 
to visit the New York City 
office, to have documents 
notarized, and completed to 
get their benefits.

“Family members also 
came in to set up appoint-
ments for shut-ins,” said 
the diplomat, who added 
that the massive turnout 

in Schenectady, New York 
showed the need for the 
service in far away states 
such as Schenectady, that is 
home to more than 10,000 
Guyanese.

Atherly who praised her 
staff members for making 
the outreach possible, said 
compared to Schenectady, 
the turnout in Brooklyn 
was not as expected, due to 
the possible hectic Satur-
day schedule for many, but 
said nationals appreciated 
the consulate coming to the 
community, and she looked 
forward to continuing the 
initiative.

The initiative also catered 
to persons who needed pass-
ports, replacement of docu-
ments and birth certificates. 
The consulate so far has 
travelled to Connecticut, 
New Jersey, and Queens.

Counselor,  Beverly 
McDonald, staff from the 
passport section — Fazia 
Khusial, Steve Goodluck and 
Desiree Theobold, and IT 
Specialist Acquifie Munroe, 
and Narine Latchman were 
on hand to complete various 
services, while Georgetown 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
specialist Carol Barker — on 
assignment, contributed to 
the initiative.

CG Atherly reminded 
Guyanese when logging 
on to the website, to pay 
attention to the new website 

address — www.guyanacon-
sulatenewyork.org or they 
could call 212-947-5110 for 
more information.

Guyana consul general reaches out to her nationals

CG Hon. Barbara Atherly, far right, with Consular Beverly McDonald, attending to Guya-
nese nationals at a May 6, Community Outreach in Brooklyn. Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

LA CIMA ELEMENTARY CHARTER SCHOOL

2017 NATIONAL SCHOOL of CHARACTER

Address for the Pre-K location:
369 Marcus Garvey, Brooklyn NY 11221

* The new space is currently under construction,
opening for the 2017-18 school year

By George Alleyne
Barbados’ elections are due next year 

but the barbs thrown across the political 
divide could make an observer believe 
that the poll is next month so politicians 
are hurling their final besmirching or 
threatening remarks at opponents.

Within the past month and a half a 
government minister spoke of a citizen 
protesting the administration’s push for  
construction of a new hotel as ‘an enemy 
of the state’; another said there will be 
blood in the streets, and a government 
backbencher sought to disqualify two 
Opposition members of parliament from 
having maternal feelings because they 
are ‘childless,’

While citizens and politicians alike 
expressed alarm at the Adolph Hitler era 
and communist terminology of ‘enemy 
of the state,’ and condemned talk of 
blood in the streets of Barbados that 
prides itself in having peaceful elections, 
the remark that apparently gained most 
traction was the ‘childless’ slur thrown 
across the floor of parliament.

In what was seen as a reference to Bar-
bados Labour Party leader Mia Mottley 
and fellow Opposition Member of Parlia-
ment, Santia Bradshaw, backbencher for 

the governing Democratic Labour Party 
and Deputy Speaker, Mara Thompson 
last month charged in Parliament that 
the BLP was currently led “by someone 
who does not have children,” adding, 
that “she who sits beside her [meaning 
Bradshaw] was the same thing.”

Thompson had contended that 
because the Opposition members had no 
offspring they were incapable of under-
standing the emotions of a mother.

This remark triggered wide condem-
nation and criticism in the Barbados 
established media and social media, but 
just when the fire appeared to be dying, 
Minister of the Environment Denis Lowe 
stoked the flames last Sunday as the 
island observed Mother’s Day Sunday 
when he declared, “I don’t buy into the 
notion of those who perhaps because 
they have not demonstrated in any way 
shape or form, the maternal instinct; 
because perhaps they have not had the 
joys of nursing and suckling a young 
child; perhaps because they have not 
experienced the joys of raising children.”

He took a further swipe at Mott-
ley, who could become Barbados’ next 
prime minister if her party wins the 
next elections, and she retains her seat. 

Slurs, insults among 
Barbados leaders

Government Minister Denis Lowe (left) and Government backbencher, 
Mara Thompson. Photos by George Alleyne
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Summer like it’s supposed to be.Summer like it’s supposed to be.Summer like it’s supposed to be.

By Nelson A. King
After singing and performing 

folk songs for 14 years ago, the 
United Vincie Cultural Group 
of Brooklyn (UVCGB) has final-
ly produced and launched its 
first CD. 

UVCGB president, Dr. Roxie 
Irish, a Born-Again Christian 
and former national netball 
star, told Caribbean Life, in 
an exclusive interview, that 
the CD, labeled, “Keep We Cul-
ture Alive,” is a “dream come 
true for us. Very momentous, 
indeed! 

“We give God praise for His 
continued favor on this minis-
try,” she said after the launch-
ing ceremony, at the group’s 
annual fund-raising Tea Party, 
at the Golden Hall, at St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal (Anglican) 
Church, on Hawthorne Street 
in East Flatbush, Brooklyn.  

“This is only the beginning,” 
added Irish. “We’re working 
very hard; we have materials in 
the making. The mission has 
always been to furnish medical 
supplies to our homeland, but, 
in the process, we’re on a quest 
to promote our culture.”  

The CD – which compris-
es 11 folk songs, including 

“Keep We Culture Alive,” writ-
ten by recently-joined member 
Ada Johnson, a former school 
teacher and high court reg-
istrar in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines — was master-
minded by Gordon “Don” Suth-
erland, a cultural figure, who 
joined the group three years 
ago, and fellow hometown boy 
Randolph “Randy” Liverpool, 
UVCGB director. 

Except for “Moonlight,” all 
songs on CD were written by 
the trio — all former teachers 
in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines. They can be consid-
ered cultural icons in their 
own right. Sutherland was 
co-founder, lead guitarist and 
song writer for the Georget-
own, St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines-based Affetuosos Band 
of yesteryears. One of the popu-
lar songs Sutherland wrote for 
Affetuosos was “Children of the 
Caribbean: We All Are One.”

“Moonlight” was recorded as 
a tribute to the late and legen-
dary composer, Alban Henry, a 
former head teacher in George-
town, Liverpool said.

The UVCG Folk Choir per-
formed three of the songs on 
the CD at the launching cere-

mony: “SVG Diaspora,” written 
by Liverpool, “The Amazing 
Breadfruit,” written by John-
son, and “SVG Swaree,” written 
by Sutherland. 

Other songs on the CD are: 
“Vincentian Local Dish,” “Dis 
is Crop Over,” “Hairouna, Hai-
rouna,” and “Ole Time Fashion 
Never Die,” written by Suth-
erland; and “Where De Good 
Childhood Days Gone” and 
“Calling Lis,” written by Liv-
erpool. 

“The event was well-attended 
and supported by the public,” 
said Johnson of the Tea Party 
and CD Launch. “Feedback 
from attendees was predomi-
nantly positive, despite some 
operational hiccups.  

“Feedback highlighted the 
energy, dramatizations, syn-
chronization and dancing that 
were effectively demonstrated 
by the choir,” added the former 
superintendent in the Royal 
Bermuda Police Force. “The 

lyrics and the melodious music 
of the songs were also greatly 
applauded. 

“The success accomplished 
by the UVCGB on their CD 
project was truly a team effort,” 
he continued. “Kudos to presi-
dent, Dr.  Roxie Irish, the entire 
membership of the UVCGB, 
engineer Ozzy Sutherland 
[Don Sutherland’s son], and all 
volunteers for their relentless 
hard work and significant con-
tributions for a job well done.”

Vincy cultural group launches first CD

UVCGB performs at launching of fi rst CD. Photo by Nelson A. King
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SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

DISCOVER THE LATEST IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

VISIT A STORE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN YOUR PERFECT MATTRESS! SEE MATTRESSFIRM.COM/GIVEAWAY FOR DETAILS.

50 GRAND PRIZE WINNERS
FREE MATTRESSUP 

TO 
$3000 RETAIL VALUE†

WK33_NY_WRAP_5.19_COMMUNITY_FRONT
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GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

Exclusively at

S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

A hi-tech mattress that combines BlackICE™ memory foam 
and Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. The perfect 
marriage of contouring comfort and soothing support.

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

A luxury mattress that immerses you in unmatched comfort 
and support, along with advanced temperature management, 

for a completely restorative sleep experience.

WK33_NY_WRAP_5.19_COMMUNITY_INSIDE
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On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

L & P 700
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WK33_NY_WRAP_5.19_COMMUNITY_BACK

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/15/17-5/29/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly 
payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase 
APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.  †Mattress Firm Memorial Day Giveaway: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Starts 5/19/17 & ends 5/29/17. Open to legal residents of the 50 U.S./D.C., 18+. Fifty (50) Grand Prizes: a 
Mattress Firm gift voucher good for up to $3,000 towards the purchase of a mattress and matching box spring, excluding taxes and delivery charges. Vouchers expire on June 1, 2017.  Void where prohibited. For complete details, see the Offi  cial Rules at participating stores or at www.mattressfi rm.com/giveaway.  Sponsor: Mattress Firm, Inc, 10201 S Main Street, Houston, TX 77025. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from 
Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. **†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets 
from Beautyrest World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 
adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. 
**Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/15/17-6/4/17. Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) 
or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous 
purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee 
of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such 
errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 5/15/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

Exclusively at

APRIL 24th – JUNE 18th

We’re collecting new clothes so local 
foster kids can look and feel their best! 
Bring your donation of new clothes to any 
Mattress Firm or donate online. To learn 

more visit mattressfi rmfosterkids.org

STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM      1-800-MAT-FIRM    MATTRESSFIRM.COM    OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONS

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE

L VE YOUR MATTRESS
GUARANTEE

TM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love 
your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.+

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 
mattress protector or free mattress frame.

GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a 
mattress plus adjustable base with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

Exclusively at
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FUHGEDDA 

21 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
7

60%
OFF

UP
TO

TVs 

1!

550 GATEWAY DR, 

1. NO DELIVERIES ON MONDAY IN NY, NJ & PA. NO DELIVERIES ON SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY IN CT.
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 BOUDIT...

GATEWAY CENTER SUPERSTORE 

†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low Price offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, Klipsch, Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’s, 
GE Cafe & GE profile Appliances, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar”  or “Authorized Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the 
difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model number. Excludes: going out of business sales, one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways 
and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. 
© 2017 P.C. RICHARD & SON

550 GATEWAY DR, BROOKLYN, NY 11239
347-296-8724 Located Next To ShopRite!

DON’T
MISS 
OUT!

ONE-OF FULLY
GUARANTEED

BUYS OF DON’T

OUT

CLEARANCE SALE
GATEWAY CENTER
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BE YOURSELF
The health plan for individuals

AMIDA CARE is not for everyone. It is 
for those special few who take pride in 
who they really are. When you are in our 
community, you can expect:

Comprehensive health coverage

Personal champion who works with you 
privately to customize your health care

Expertise in chronic and serious medical 
conditions, such as HIV, behavioral health 
issues, and Hepatitis C

Help accessing housing, job training  
and other support programs.

���������	
��	��������������
���1-855-GO-AMIDA   
(1-855-462-6432), TTY 711  www.AmidaCareNY.org

Medicaid Live Life Plus Health Plan

   

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 
for the latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, 

sports, business, viewpoints and more
Updated Every Weekday!

North America’s Largest Caribbean Newspaper

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2017.
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The dramatic-comedy play direct 
from Kingston, Jamaica, “Four Can’t 
Play,” starring Oliver Samuels with 
Ruth Ho Shing, Maylynne Lowe and 
Dennis Titus will make its United 
States premiere on Saturday, May 20, 
8 pm at Brooklyn Center for the Per-
forming Arts. 

Managing editor of EVERYBODY’S 
“Caribbean” Magazine said he is proud 
to present the sizzling play. Following 
the Saturday show, the popular play is 
scheduled for Northwestern HS Per-
forming Center, Hyattsville, MD on 

Sunday, May 21. Oliver Samuels’ “Four 
Can’t Play” returns to New York on 
Memorial Weekend for performances 
at York College, Queens, May 26, Fam-
ily Partnership Center, Poughkeepsie, 
May 27 and Lovinger Theater @ Leh-
man College, Bronx, May 28 for two 
shows, 4 pm and 8 pm.

Playwright Basil Dawkins recently 
told the British press “My new play 
is a rip-roaring comedy.” “One young 
couple is planning to divorce; an eld-
erly couple is planning to get married. 
They share adjoining rooms at a hotel 

weekend retreat for married and soon 
to be married couples. The real prob-
lems of their impending marriage and 
divorce are more frankly “trashed” 
out at the hotel’s poolside than at 
the counseling seminars to hilarious 
effect. The play is suitable for the 
entire family.”

The play is directed by Douglas 
Prout and Toni Kay Dawkins. 

Oliver Samuels has appeared in 
many Hollywood movies and was in an 
ABC-TV sitcom in the 1970s. He lives 

Oliver, Ruth make this clear in their new show
Jamaican actor Oliver Samuels stars in “Four Can’t Play.”

Continued on Page 38

By Deardra Shuler
Vocalist and front man for The Pur-

ple Xperience, Marshall Charloff was a 
teenager when he first met Prince.  Lit-
tle did he know that 30 years later he 
would perform as Prince in The Purple 
Xperience, a tribute act fostered by Matt 
“Doctor” Fink, Prince’s Revolution band 
scrubs-wearing keyboardist.

The Purple Xperience band is on tour 
presently and will be appearing at Leh-
man Center for the Performing Arts 
located at 250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West, in the Bronx, on Saturday, May 
20 at 8 pm. Therefore, interested parties 
can go on line at www.LehmanCenter.
org or call 718-960-8833 to secure tick-
ets to The Purple Xperience and tribute 

By Alexandra Simon
City kids got an interactive and cul-

tural music learning experience to 
calypso, hip-hop, and traditional Arme-
nian music at Carnegie Hall on May 12. 
The venue’s musical explorers program 
introduces elementary-aged youngsters 
to a variety of world music from three 
artists each semester and teaches them 
basics of each genre. One of them 
was Trinidadian trumpet player Etienne 
Charles who was thrilled to be a part of 
the program and see reactions from the 
kids during his performance, he said. 

Tribute to 
a ‘Prince’

Calypso music 
for city kids

Trinidadian-American musician Eti-
enne Charles performs calypso mu-
sic for kids at Carnegie Hall for the 
culmination of the musical explorers 
program.

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38
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Something Just Like This
The Chainsmokers & Coldplay

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

It Ain’t Me
Kygo x Selena Gomez

That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

Say You Won’t Let Go
James Arthur

Stay
Zedd & Alessia Cara

Cold
Maroon 5 x Future

Scars To Your Beautiful
Alessia Cara

Rockabye
Clean Bandit Feat. Sean Paul

Body Like A Rock Road
Sam Hunt

Humanz
Gorillaz

DAMN.
Kendrick Lamar

Strength Of A Woman
Mary J. Blige

Guardians Of The Galaxy
Soundrack

SHINE
Wale

God’s Problem Child
Willie Nelson

Moana
Soundtrack

Places
Lea Michele

What Now
Sylvan Esso

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

Divide
Ed Sheeran

TOP 10 
SINGLES

“I really liked seeing the kids 
having fun and getting to play 
great music but a memorable 
moment for me was to see kids 
sing ‘Miss Mary Ann’ at the top 
of the show,” said Charles. “It’s 
a very classic calypso song and 
they knew all the words.”

Musical explorers is a program 
developed by Carnegie Hall for 
city classrooms and gives thou-
sands of city kids in kindergar-
ten to second grade the oppor-
tunity to learn about music from 
around the world and in differ-
ent languages. This semester 
kids learned about calypso from 
Charles, and discovered bilingual 
hip-hop and traditional Armeni-
an folk music from groups Circa 
‘95 and Zulal respectively.

The artists are initially pre-
sented to the students through 
classroom video where they 
watch all the artists instruct 
them on the basics of their gen-
res and they teach a few songs, 
said Charles. 

“We did a video demonstrat-
ing the different rhythms and 
we taught them the lyrics and 

explained the background of 
calypso music,” he said.

The program culminates with 
a concert and the artists share a 
stage playing the songs the chil-
dren learned during the semester. 
Charles played a set of popular 
Caribbean tunes such as “Jump 
in the Line” and “J’ouvert Barrio,” 
and kids sang along to the tunes.

Charles said he championed 
the musical explorers curriculum 
because it not only gives chil-
dren a chance to learn about new 
music, but they get to further 
explore the cultures of music in 
ways they may not get to at home 
to become more immersed.

and works in his beloved Jamai-
ca in order to develop Jamaican 
theater and sustain the nation’s 
rich cultural tradition. 

Dennis Titus
Titus has appeared on theat-

er stages in Europe and U.S. 
For young people who wish to 
develop a career on stage and 
screen, Titus encourages them 
to always “study the script and 
research the character they are 
portraying thoroughly.”

Maylynne Lowe and Ruth 
Ho Shing are brilliant in “Four 
Can’t Play.” They are following 
the footsteps of one of Jamai-
ca’s national heroes, Miss Lou 
(Louise Bennett.) 

Miss Lou is remembered as a 
poet, folklorist, writer and educa-
tor who promoted Jamaican pat-
ois or Jamaican Creole. She was 
an actress in her own right and 
graced the world’s stage such as 
the famous Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. She appeared in sev-
eral Hollywood motion pictures 
including “Calypso” in 1956 and 
“Club Paradise” in 1986.

Maylynne Lowe
Maylynne Lowe began her 

stage career with a ballet and 
musical theatre background. 

Early on she gained notoriety 
for her role as Tanya Blackburn 
on Jamaica’s long running TV 
show, Royal Palm Estate. This 
is her 6th Basil Dawkins’ pro-
duction. Her wish for theatre 
in Jamaica is that new stages 
will be built and the fine arts 
supported from both the gov-
ernment and community with 
an enthusiastic and immediate 
approach as she feels that there 
is very little support and outlets 
for actors to showcase their tal-
ent.

Ruth Ho Shing
Ever consistent, ever sure, 

Ruth Ho Shing is depend-
ed on by all cast members 
whether on or off stage to 
steady the ship regardless of 
how trying the circumstances 
are. Ruth tries always to seek 
truth in the characters she 
portrays and conveys to the 
audiences at every perform-
ance the deeper meaning of 
the character’s dilemmas in an 
unblemished and honest por-
trayal. She is forever grateful 
to Basil Dawkins’ Productions 
for providing a steady outlet 
for her creative talent and for 
the friendly camaraderie of the 
team from conception to birth 
to spreading of its wings.

One of the first theaters in 

the Americas (or “New World”) 
was in Port Royale, Jamaica. 
The tradition continues in 
today’s Jamaica where its annual 
theater season begins the day 
after Christmas and ends in the 
beginning of May for the com-
mencement of international 
performances. 

Corporate partners of “Four 
Can’t Play” NY/MD perform-
ances are Western Union, Grace 
Foods, Dennis Shipping and 
Tower Isles.

For tickets and information 
for all venues (718) 941-1879, 
MD/DC/VA (240) 460-0442 and 
to purchase tickets on line for 
all venues: www.everybodys-

mag.com.

May 20-28 – NY and 
MD

Saturday, May 20, 8 pm – 
Whitman Theatre @ Brooklyn 
Center For The Performing Arts 

Sunday, May 21, 6 pm – 
Northwestern Hs, Hyattsville, 
MD

Friday, May 26, 8 pm – Milton 
G. Bassin Performing Arts Cent-
er @ York College, Queens, NY

Saturday, May 27, 8 pm – 
Family Partnership Center, 
Poughkeepsie, NY

Sunday, May 28, 4 pm & 8 
pm - Lovinger Theater @ Leh-
man College, Bronx, NY

JAMAICAN COMEDY
Continued from page 37 

Charles and his band playing 
various drums, double bass, 
steel pans, and a guitar for 
young kids at Carnegie Hall.
 Stephanie Berger

Calypso
Continued from page 37 

to Prince.
“I was in a band with 

Prince’s cousin but I didn’t 
believe Prince was really his 
cousin. So his cousin decided 
to prove it. He took me a pri-
vate personal recording space 
where Prince was recording. I 
met Prince and also Matt Fink 
there and later performed with 
him but I never was a mem-
ber of the Revolution. I am 
the front man of The Purple 
Xperience, a band that came 
together in 2010.  I saw Prince 
several times and did record-
ings at the Paisley Park studio. 
In fact I was on the recordings 
with Prince for the 94 East 
Series.  I performed with Matt 
Fink on several occasions and 
later Matt and I talked about 
whether we wanted to per-
form the Prince Catalog. In 
2011, we put together the rest 
of The Purple Xperience band 
consisting of Cory Eischen on 

keys, Tracey Blake on guitar, 
Ron Long on bass who also 
worked with Prince’s father, 
John Nelson, and Ron Caron 
on drums. At first we did infre-
quent shows with the empha-
sis being that when perform-
ing Prince’s music it would be 
with a high level of musical 
execution. We determined that 
it would be done with a great 
deal of respect, thus our pres-
entation would not be corny 
or cheesy. And also, that we 
would perform Prince’s music 
with the blessing of Prince,” 
said Charloff of how The Pur-
ple Xperience came together.

After Prince died on April 
21, 2016, interest in the band 
exploded and the band began 
to perform more frequently. 
The Purple Xperience has per-
formed all around the country 
and in Canada. Since the band 
is comprised of family men 
they have remained mostly in 
the US but do not discount 
overseas tours in future.

The Purple Xperience 
A Prince Tribute

Continued from page 37 

Backstage, from left: Maylynne Lowe, Oliver Samuels, Ruth 
Ho Shing and Dennis Titus.
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By Kam Williams
Emily Middleton (Amy 

Schumer) is just having one 
of those days. First, she’s fired 
from her sales job in a bou-
tique for irresponsibly ignoring 
customers in order to try on 
outfits for herself. Second, her 
boyfriend (Randall Park) cal-
lously dumps her on the eve of 
their planned romantic getaway 
to Ecuador, stating, “You don’t 
have any direction in life.”

Then, she cries on the shoul-
der of her mother (Goldie Hawn) 
who only proceeds to rub salt in 
her wounds with, “Michael was 
the best you’ll ever do.” Never-
theless, against her better judg-
ment, Emily invites her on the 
trip because the pre-paid vaca-

tion package is non-refundable. 
Trouble is, Linda is also 

highly-neurotic, a worrier who 
rarely leaves the house, let 
alone the country. Plus, she’s a 
helicopter mom, which means 
she’ll be hovering around Emily 
the whole time, and thus prob-
ably preventing her from meet-
ing a new guy. In the end, Linda 
grudgingly agrees to step out 

of her comfort zone, and hast-
ily packs for what ought to be 
an uneventful stay an exclusive 
resort in paradise, judging from 
the brochure. 

That is the stock setup of 
Snatched, a screwball comedy 
far more entertaining than 
it might read on paper. For, 
while the script does unfold 
like a generic “Vacation from 

Hell” yarn, it’s actually way 
above average, since it’s exe-
cuted by a stellar cast topped 
by a quartet of consummate 
comediennes. 

The picture co-stars Amy 
Schumer and Goldie Hawn as 
the aforementioned mother-
daughter at the center of the 
story. It also features a cou-
ple of veterans in scene stealers 

Wanda Sykes and Joan Cusack 
who make the most of their sup-
porting roles. 

The plot thickens soon after 
the protagonists land in Ecua-
dor. First, Emily’s swept off her 
feet by a tall, dark and hand-
some stranger (Tom Bateman) 
she meets in a bar. The next 
morning, he lures them off the 
safe confines of the compound 
for what’s supposed to be an 
innocuous adventure of the 
countryside. 

Next thing you know, the 
Middletons find themselves kid-
napped by a ruthless gang led by 
the bloodthirsty Morgado (Oscar 
Jaenada) demanding $100, 000 
ransom. Trouble is, the U.S. 
State Department could care 
less, and Emily’s brother Jeffrey 
(Ike Barinholtz) is an agorapho-
bic who couldn’t be counted on 
to come to the rescue

Not to worry. The squab-
bling mother-daughter put 
aside their differences and 
rely on their wits to survive. 
Schumer, Hawn, Sykes and 
Cusack, all at the top of their 
game.

Pound-for-pound, the fun-
niest film to be released in 
theaters this year!

“Snatched”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for sexuality, brief 
nudity, pervasive profanity 
and crude humor
Running time: 91 min-
utes
Production Studio: 
Chernin Entertainment
Distributor: 20th Century 
Fox

Schumer and Hawn share vacation from hell

Amy Schumer stars as Emily Middleton in “Snatched.”  20th Century Fox

Abacus: Small Enough to 
Jail (Unrated) Justice system 
expose chronicling the five-
year legal battle waged by Man-
hattan District Attorney Cyrus 
Vance, Jr. against Abacus Fed-
eral Savings, the Asian-Amer-
ican community bank which 
was the only financial institu-
tion to face criminal charges in 
the wake of the 2008 subprime 
mortgage crisis.

Devil’s Domain (Unrated) 
Revenge horror flick about a 
victim (Madi Vodane) of cyber-
bullying who makes a deal 
with the Devil to get even with 
her tormentors. Cast includes 
Michael Madsen, Linda Bella 
and Zack Kozlow.

Fight for Space (Unrated) 
Pro-NASA documentary advo-
cating for a more ambitious 
U.S. space program. Featuring 
commentary by astronaut Jim 
Lovell, physicist Michio Kaku 
and Bill Nye, the Science Guy.

Legion of Brothers (Unrated) 
War on Terror documentary 

recounting the exploits of the 
Special Forces unit sent on a 
covert mission to Afghanistan 
to track down the Taliban and 
Al-Qaeda leaders behind the 
9-11 attacks.

The Survivalist (Unrated) 
Post-apocalyptic thriller, set in 
the wake of the collapse of civi-
lization due to the exhaustion 
of petroleum, about a nomad 
(Martin McCann) whose tiny 
farm hidden deep in the woods 
is discovered by a couple of 
starving women (Mia Goth 
and Olwen Fouere). Featur-
ing Andrew Simpson, Douglas 
Russell and Kieri Kennedy.

Wakefield (R for profanity 
and some sexuality) Midlife cri-
sis drama about a burnt out 
attorney (Bryan Cranston) 
who hides in the attic from 
his family and the rest of the 
world after suffering a nervous 
breakdown. With Jennifer Gar-
ner, Beverly D’Angelo, Victoria 
Bruno, Pippa Bennett-Warner 
and Ellery Sprayberry.

The Woman Who Left (Unrat-
ed) “Hell hath no fury” thriller 
revolving around a recently-ex-
onerated inmate (Charo San-
tos-Concio) who hatches a plan 
to exact revenge on her ex-lover 
(Michael De Mesa) after spend-
ing 30 years behind bars for a 
crime she didn’t commit. Sup-
porting cast includes Shamaine 
Centenera-Buencamino, John 
Lloyd Cruz and Mae Paner. (In 
Filipino with subtitles)

BIG BUDGET FILMs
Alien: Covenant (R for 

violence, profanity, sexual-
ity, nudity and bloody images) 
Sixth installment in the sci-
fi franchise revolves around 
a spaceship crew which finds 
more than it bargained for 
when it lands on an uncharted 
planet from which it received 
radio signals. Ensemble cast 
includes Michael Fassbender, 
Katherine Waterston, Carmen 
Ejogo, Billy 

Crudup, Jussie Smollett and 
Danny McBride.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The 
Long Haul (PG for rude humor) 
Fourth installment in the fran-
chise inspired by Jeff Kinney’s 
children’s book series features 
a new cast and finds the Hef-
fley family embarking on a very 
eventful road trip to visit grand-
ma on her 90th birthday. Co-
starring Jason Drucker, Charlie 
Wright, Alicia Silverstone and 
Tom Everett Scott.

Independent & Foreign Films
Kam’s Kapsules

By Kam Williams

Jill Sung, Vera Sung, and Thomas Sung in ABACUS, a PBS Distribution release.  
 http://www.abacusmovie.com
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

  

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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SPORTS

By Azad Ali
Pakistan pulled off a historic vic-

tory in the decisive third Test against 
the West Indies in Dominica on Sun-
day, May 14.

It was Pakistan’s first Test series 
win in the Caribbean in 59 years, 
since they first toured the Caribbean. 

The West Indies were finally dis-
missed for 202, with just one over left 
in the day’s play to lose by 101 runs.

It looked like West Indies would 
save the match  and earn a draw to 
end the series 2-1, but fast bowler 
Shannon Gabriel who was facing 
the last ball of the penultimate over, 

lost his composure and with it the 
series.

Gabriel and Man-of-the- Match 
Roston Chase- the last pair at the 
wicket — chose to attack instead of 
defend and hit the final ball from 
Yasir Shah onto his wicket of the 96 

Pakistan defeats West Indies, wins Test series

West Indies’ Roston Chase evades a delivery from India’s Ishant Sharma during day fi ve of their second 
cricket Test match at the Sabina Park Cricket Ground in Kingston, Jamaica, Wednesday, Aug. 3, 2016.  
 Associated Press / Ricardo Mazalan, File

Continued on Page 42

By Azad Ali
West Indies will meet Afghanistan 

in three Twenty20s  and three One-Day 
Internationals during the team’s tour of 
the Caribbean later this month. It is the 
first time that Afghanistan will be play-
ing in the Caribbean.

The Afghan team, one of 12 teams 
which participated in the 2010 ICC World 
Cup Twenty20 tournament, has made 
steady progress in the game since that 
time.

West Indies Cricket Board (WICB) 
manager, cricket operations, Roland 
Holder said, “we are looking forward to 

By Azad Ali
West Indies Women cricketers will 

be part of the richest ever International 
Cricket Council (ICC) Women’s World 
Cup (US$2 million) tournament.

The ICC announced that total prize 
money for this year’s Women World Cup 
has increased tenfold and all matches 
will be shown “live” on either broadcast 
television or online. ICC Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO), David Richardson 
said the ICC Women’s World Cup is the 
pinnacle of the women’s game and as 
such the players should be rewarded 
appropriately.

He said US$2 million is the first step 

Afghanistan to 
tour West Indies

Women in 
for a ‘pound’

West Indies’ Stafanie Taylor plays 
a shot during their ICC Women’s 
Twenty20 Cricket World Cup semifi -
nal match against Australia in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, Thursday, April 3, 2014. 
 Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi, File

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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towards greater parity and recogni-
tion. The prize fund for the 2013 
edition was just $200,000 and this 
announcement shows a greater level 
of commitment than ever before.

“We think the Women’s World Cup 
this summer will be a turning point 
in the history of the game. There is 
growing interest globally in women’s 
sport and we want cricket to be in the 
front and center of this and lead by 
example,” he said.

The ICC said 10 matches of the 
tournament, which will be from June 
24 to July 23, would be on television 
and the remaining 21 matches will be 
available via webcast.

Richardson said the television 
broadcasts of the final on July 23 at 
Lord’s will also see a drone camera 
and Spidercam deployed, something 
never done at a women’s game or at 
a venue.

West Indies Women led by Jamai-
can Stafanie Taylor earned automatic 
qualification to the Women’s World 
Cup following their fourth place 
finish in the ICC Women Women’s 
Championship — a tournament con-
tested between the top eight teams in 
the world over the last two years. 

welcoming the Afghans to the Carib-
bean for this short series.”

“It will also be an important series 
for the West Indies, as they look to 
move up in the ICC World Rankings 
in the two formats and continue their 
quest to qualify for the 2019 World Cup 
in England and Wales,” Holder said.

All the matches will be held at con-
venient times, as they will be played 
in the evening hours (day / night), 
Holder said. 

The matches will be played at Warn-
er Park, St. Kitts, and the Darren 
Sammy Cricket Ground in St. Lucia.

World Cup

Afghanistanover to end the series on a heartbreak-
ing defeat.

West Indies defied a tiring Pakistan 
bowling attack on the brink off an 
amazing rescue effort, with one over to 
spare at Windsor Park.

Gabriel came in after the ninth wick-
et fell and defended for half an hour, 
until he lost his cool and made a wild 
slog at the end of the 22nd deliver he 

faced and was bowled by champion 
leg-spinner Yasi Shah for four. Shah 
claimed five wickets for 92 runs.

The result gave Pakistan a 2-1 win in 
the three-Test series following a seven-
wicket victory  in the opening Test 
at Sabina Park, Jamaica last month 
and a 106 defeat in the second Test at 
Kensington Oval, Barbados earlier this 
month.

For the retiring veterans, captain 
Misabh-ul-Haq and Younis Khan it was 

a memorable farewell with Pakistan 
winning their first Test series on Carib-
bean soil.

Windies batsman Roston Chase 
scored an unbeaten 102, which was his 
third 100 in his 10th Test and second 
of the series, following his 131 in the 
second Test.

Pakistan scored 376 in their first 
innings and 174 for eight declared in the 
second innings. West Indies made 247 
and 202 all out in their second innings.

PAKISTAN MAKES HISTORY
Pakistan’s Younis Khan cuts the ball for 4 runs off the bowling of Australia’s Mitchell Starc during their cricket test 
match in Sydney, Australia, Saturday, Jan. 7, 2017. Associated Press / Rick Rycroft, File

Continued from page 41 

Afghan national cricket team 
players sit by trophies they won 
after defeating Zimbabwe as they 
return and celebrate in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, Friday, Oct. 30, 2015. 
 Associated Press / Rahmat Gul, File

Continued from page 41 
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By Laura Amato
He’s has no regrets.
Poly Prep grad Daniel Bakst was 

selected by the Baltimore Orioles in the 
27th round in the 2016 Major League 
Baseball draft, but the former Blue Dev-
ils standout opted to take the college 
route instead, and honored his commit-
ment to Stanford University.

It’s a decision that’s paid off in base-
ball-spades, and now, Bakst is primed to 
lead the Cardinal on a deep postseason 
run this spring.

“I was committed to Stanford and 
when I made that decision, it was pretty 
easy for me,” Bakst said. “I don’t really 
look back at all on the what-ifs. You 
can’t really live life that way, so I think 
it’s turned out great so far.”

The infielder hasn’t missed a step — 
or a swing — since transitioning to the 
college game. He was nothing short of 
dominant during his senior season at 
Poly, and boasted one of the most com-

plete baseball résumés in the country 
when he graduated.

But it wasn’t just Bakst’s time with 
the Blue Devils that helped prepare him 
for the college game. During the off-
season he competed across the country 
against some of the top young players 
in the game, and came to Stanford with 
confidence to spare.

“Some of those guys are in A-ball 
now and I was up against some of the 
best amateur pitchers in the world,” 
Bakst said of his pre-Stanford competi-
tion. “So I wasn’t really worried from 
a hitting perspective or even really a 
playing perspective. I didn’t think that 
it would be that much different.”

Bakst isn’t just talk; he appeared 
in 41 of Stanford’s first 44 games this 
year, boasting a .298 batting average — 
fourth best on the team — including 
nine doubles and two home runs.

“It’s been going well,” he said. “I 
think the most important thing is to 

just go out every day and help these 
guys win. We’re trying to win each 
game, but it’s fun.”

Bakst has always had a deep con-
nection with Stanford — his parents 
met while students at the University’s 
business school, and his older brother 
is a junior there. He insists, however, 
that those factors didn’t influence his 
decision to commit — or stay commit-
ted — to the Cardinal squad. Bakst is 
busy making a name for himself on the 
diamond, and is always working make 
his game better.

“This has been great to try and see 
what I can do every single day,” he said. 
“I’m looking forward to see what else I 
need to improve and how I can do that 
going forward.”

Stanford wraps up regular-season 
play later this month, and while Bakst 
is anxious to help spark the Cardinal 
down the stretch, he’s doing his best to 
stay in the moment.

Former Prep star not questioning college decision
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By Laura Amato
Finally, it felt like home.
The Cosmos picked up their 

first victory at Coney Island’s 
MCU Park, mounting a big-time 
comeback to defeat Puerto Rico 
FC 4–3 on May 14. The squad 
clawed back from an early two-
goal deficit to grab a key three 
points and jump into second 
place in the league standings.

“We came out flat, but we 
turned it around so quick,” said 
defender Ryan Richter. “Even 
before [the red card] we start-
ed to change the pressure and 
the game was turning for us. To 
come back the way we did and get 
that win at home, it was huge.”

Puerto Rico took an early lead 
on goals from Giuseppe Gen-
tile and Emery Welshman and 
nearly built a three-goal cushion 
in the 31st minute, with one of 
the squad’s shots coming up just 
short of the net.

The game changed, howev-
er, when Puerto Rico midfielder 
Yuma was whistled for a red card 
and dismissed after his chal-
lenge on Juan Guerra in the 36th 
minute. The call put Puerto Rico 

down a man for the remainder 
of the match and, suddenly, the 
Cosmos had new life. 

“I think the red card com-
pletely changed the game. Not 
only that it was a red card, but 
the player that received it,” said 
Cosmos head coach Giovanni 
Savarese. “He’s a guy that is able 
to organize a lot from the field. 
We start moving the ball bet-
ter, we start getting confidence 
and then once we get confi-
dence, things start turning to 
our side.”

The Cosmos got on the board 
in the 42nd minute on Andrés 
Flores’ first goal of the season. It 
was enough to turn the tide, and 
the Cosmos front line continued 
to bring pressure for the rest of 
regulation.

“We started pressing them 
higher, we started being more 
direct with our passes and not 
letting them out of their half,” 
Richter said. “After they got the 
red card, they couldn’t breathe 
after that. That’s the style we 
want to play and the style we’re 
obviously capable of.”

Guerra netted the equalizer in 

first-half stoppage time, connect-
ing on a header that sailed past 
the hands of Puerto Rico keep-
er Trevor Spangenberg. Richter 
added his own goal — also his 
first of the season — in the 50th 
minute, giving the Cosmos a lead 
they would never surrender.

“That was awesome,” Richter 
said of Guerra’s score. “It was my 
first goal for the club and to be 
part of a huge win for us, it was 
pretty special.”

The two clubs each added 
another goal before the final 
whistle, but the Cosmos held on, 
thanks in large part to Jimmy 
Mauer’s performance in net. The 
veteran keeper made a key save 
in the 81st minute to preserve 
the victory.

“Listen, he’s one of the best 
goalies in the U.S.,” Richter said 
of Mauer. “There’s not many peo-
ple who would doubt that who’ve 
seen him play. I’ve played with a 
lot of good goalies, but he’s up 
there. He’s one of the best.”

The Cosmos squad was pleased 
with the win, but isn’t interested 
in digging out of any more early-
game holes. Finally with a home-

turf win, the defending champs 
are looking to build on that.

“The reality is we don’t prac-
tice on this field,” Savarese said. 
“But little-by-little, the more 

games we start playing, the more 
we’re going to get used to it and 
I think today we showed we’re 
growing every game more and 
more.” 

Cosmos notch comeback in 
first victory at MCU Park

Home sweet home: The Cosmos grabbed a big three points, 
and the team’s fi rst victory, at MCU Park on May 14, defeat-
ing Puerto Rico FC 4–3.  New York Cosmos
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Your feet sometimes have a 

mind of their own.
You see your favorite foods, 

and they carry you toward lunch 
before you even realize you’re 
hungry. When you’re faced with 
danger, they take you in the right 
direction, away and safe. And when 
you read “Super Freak: The Life of 
Rick James” by Peter Benjamin-
son, your feet just gotta dance.

James Ambrose Johnson Jr. 
was born in Buffalo, New York, 
on Feb. 1, 1948, into a family 
filled with talent and power: lit-
tle Rick (no explanation for the 
nickname) was related to politi-
cians and journalists, actors and 
performers. Even his mother had 
once been a dancer, and was said 
to have transferred her desire for 
fame onto her talented third-
born child.

Though the family was often 

fatherless, Rick’s mother ran a 
tight ship and worked as a num-
bers runner to feed and clothe her 
children, who later remembered 
being well cared-for. She also 
insisted that her children attend 
Catholic Mass, but Rick was a 
perpetual troublemaker. A former 
alter boy, he was kicked out of the 
program for being “too hyper,” 
started running away from home 
at age five, lost his virginity at 
age nine, and began experiment-
ing with drugs. As for school, it 
was something he “tried to avoid 
entirely.”

At 16, Rick joined the U.S. Navy, 
but he skipped out on his obliga-
tion and slipped into Canada in 
1964. There, he found other musi-
cians who let him perform with 
them, and his talent “was blaz-
ingly obvious.” He founded bands, 
found sponsorship, and set his 
sights on Motown, where he was 
turned away at least twice before 
he was finally accepted to work as 
a producer and songwriter.

With his talents so openly 
on display, Rick began to work 
his way toward his goal of hav-

ing a best-seller with Motown. 
He wrote, performed, got that 
hit, and was hired to produce for 
Diana Ross, a gig he turned down 
to work with Teena Marie.

Unfortunately, he didn’t turn 
down the drugs that had become 
a part of his life, nor did he turn 
down the many women who clam-
ored for his attention on the road.

In the end, it was the former 
that contributed to his death.

Though it often reads like the 
combination of a novel and a super-
market tabloid, “Super Freak” isn’t 
bad. It’s not great, either.

Like so many biographers of 
music stars, author Peter Ben-
jaminson includes too much here: 
too many names dropped, too 
much minutiae on performances 
and, when it comes to Rick James’ 
private life, too much information. 
Indeed, Benjaminson’s occasional 
lack of discretion and his explicit-
ness are cringe-worthy.

And yet, there are some nice sur-
prises here: Benjaminson doesn’t 
try to gloss over James’ problems, 
legally, or with drugs or women. 
This book’s early chapters set up a 

good story, which is readable even 
when the telling of it falters.

Overall, while it may be 
browse-able by anyone who loved 

music, circa 1969-1980, the audi-
ence for this book is much nar-
rower: “Super Freak” is probably 
more for super fans.

Your feet just got to dance 
with Rick James’ tale

Book cover of “Super Freak, The Life of Rick James,” by 
Peter Benjaminson.
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