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By Bert Wilkinson
Caribbean Community lead-

ers begin two days of talks 
at their half-yearly summit 
in Guyana this week with 
the recent election of Donald 
Trump to the presidency of 
the United States, Brexit and 
a string of other international 
issues on their agenda.

Officials say that recent 
developments in the United 
States, including controversial 
changes to the country’s immi-
gration policies and its effects 
on Caribbean nations cannot 
escape the attention of leaders.

But just as important would 
be agreement on a strategy to 
engage with the new admin-
istration in the wake of a sat-
isfactory level of contact with 
the previous administration 
including two summit meet-
ings with former President 
Barack Obama and sessions 
with other high level officials 
including the previous secre-
tary of state and the attorney 
general.

“One of the broader issues 
we will be looking at is rela-
tions with our international 
partners. Of course, since there 
is a new administration 
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D’Marsh Fashion
One of the many creations by D’Marsh Couture. See page 33. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

By Nelson A. King
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 

City Council Speaker Melis-
sa Mark-Viverito say that, 
for the first time, the City 
will fund universal access to 
legal services for tenants fac-
ing eviction in New York City 
Housing Court. 

The Mayor’s Office said 
on Sunday that a $93 mil-
lion allocation doubles the 
administration’s existing 
funding for tenant legal 
services. 

Legal services have proven 
effective at reducing unlaw-
ful evictions and preventing 
displacement, the Mayor’s 
Office said. 

It said that, since begin-
ning an unprecedented 
expansion of tenant legal aid 
two years ago, evictions have 
dropped by 24 percent.

“We are the biggest city 
in the country to level the 
playing field between ten-
ants and landlords in hous-
ing court. To anyone being 
forced out of their home or 
neighborhood, we are fight-
ing for you. This is still your 
city,” de Blasio said. 

“Bringing more justice 
to vulnerable New Yorkers 
is a hallmark of this City 
Council,” Mark-Viverito said. 
“Since passing landmark 
legislation in 2015 to create 
the Office of the Civil Justice 
Coordinator, the Council has 
tirelessly worked to figure 
out how to best provide legal 
representation to all low-
income New Yorkers facing 
eviction. 

“Today, we’re closer than 
ever to realizing this goal,” 
she added. “The ground-
breaking legislation outlined 
by the City Council and the 
Mayor will ensure that no 
low-income New Yorker is 

Tenants 
get more 
legal aid

Continued on Page 6 Continued on Page 6
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By Alexandra Simon
After decades of serving the Carib-

bean community locally and abroad, 
the Caribbean American Center of 
New York (CACNY) is celebrating 
its 30th anniversary this year. The 
Brooklyn-based center has been a 
leading organization in helping com-
munities of color with a multitude of 
services and this is only just the start, 
said its founder who sees an even big-
ger future for the center.

“We want the center to go on with 
the sort of services that we can pro-
vide to impact the community for the 
next 30 more years,” said Jean Alex-
ander, founder and executive director 
of the CACNY. 

“What we want to do now is a more 
of hands-on approach as to what is 
required in terms of our youth and 
the issues — and to deal with hard-
ships the kids have.”

A one-woman staff, Alexander has 
managed the non-profit organization 
solo for most of its existence, she said. 
She is also a board member for the 
West Indian American Day Carnival 
Association (WIADCA).

“Almost for the whole 30 years I’ve 
done all the typing. I do all the beg-
ging and I don’t only do it for CACNY, 
I also do it for WIADCA,” she said.

Alexander founded the Caribbean 
American Center of New York in 
1987, not long after she immigrated 
to the states from Trinidad and Toba-
go. When she came to Brooklyn, she 
noticed the lack of immigrants tak-
ing advantage of services available 
to them and no programs geared to 
assisting them, she said. Recalling 
her childhood and having to leave 
school early to care for her family, 
she was inspired to ensure that she 
could help the children, particularly 
in avoiding situations she encoun-
tered.

Caribbean 
American 

Center turns 30

By Tangerine Clarke
Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke, on 

Thursday, Feb. 9,  urged her colleagues 
in Congress to work together to aid the 
people of Haiti at this crucial time, in 
a bill she drafted to expand the tempo-
rary Protection Status (TPS) program 
to include all Haitian nationals who 
were in the United States prior to Nov. 
4, 2016.

The Congresswoman made this state-
ment to address the Haitian Emergency 
Relief Act of 2017 that would grant 18 
months of TPS to every eligible indi-
vidual. 

“Temporary Protect Status for Hai-
tian nationals living in the United 
States was established after the dev-
astating earthquake in 2010 to allow 
Haiti to start the process of recovery 
and to provide invaluable support in the 

form of remittances to family members 
there,” she said. 

The program the statement added 
was created — and extended — based 
on need. Those needs have increased 

since Haiti suffered extensive damage 
during Hurricane Matthew last year, 
when hundreds of people were killed 
and thousands of families were dis-
placed.

However, despite the difficulties in 
Haiti, the Department of Homeland 
Security previously refused to grant 
TPS to Haitians who reached the United 
States after 2011, excluding thousands 
of people who would deservedly ben-
efit.

Congresswoman, Clarke said Con-
gress must act. If enacted, the Haiti 
Emergency Relief Act of 2017 would 
allow Haitian nationals to maintain 
their remittances, which amount to 
about 25 percent of the nation’s gross 
domestic product, and the people of 
Haiti to continue the process of recov-
ery, she said .

Clarke urges Congress to help Haitian nationals

By Nelson A. King 
Caribbean hoteliers are predicting 

positive tourism performance for the 
Caribbean in 2017. 

In announcing the results of the sec-
ond annual Caribbean Hotel and Tourism 
Association (CHTA) Industry Performance 
and Outlook Study in the Bahamas, Frank 
Comito, director general and chief execu-
tive officer of the private sector associa-
tion, said that “more than four out of five 
(81 percent) hoteliers have an encourag-
ing outlook for tourism in 2017.” 

Comito said that the survey, con-
ducted by CHTA, was undertaken “to 
assist the organization in gaining a better 
understanding of the state of the tourism 
economy, its outlook and the degree to 
which a number of factors impact or may 
affect the tourism industry.” 

The survey, administered during the 
first two weeks of this year, polled a rep-
resentative sampling of hotels through-
out the Caribbean of varying sizes and 
categories, and looked at their 2016 per-
formance and 2017 expectations for fac-
tors in areas such as employment levels, 
revenue, profits, capital spending, room 
occupancy, and rates, each forming the 
basis for assessing the state of the tour-
ism economy. 

In 2016, hoteliers reported an even 
split on revenue performance, with 47 
percent recording an increase and a simi-
lar percentage reporting a decrease. 

While expectations for the year were 
higher initially, last year’s mixed per-
formance came after an exceptional year 
for Caribbean tourism in 2015, CHTA 
said. 

“Hoteliers entered 2016 with high per-
formance expectations, but these were 
tempered as a combination of unantici-
pated factors surfaced during the year,” 
Comito said. 

These events included a warmer than 
usual winter in the region’s primary feed-
er markets, Canadian and UK exchange 
rates, Brexit, the threat of Zika, and 

political and economic certainty in parts 
of the world, according to the survey 
respondents. 

Despite this, the profitability picture 
improved over the previous year, with 
most hotels registering a net profit in 
2016, the survey said. 

Seventy-eight percent of respondents 
reported a net profit, while 22 percent 
reported a net loss. 

Looking ahead, in 2017 more than 
two-thirds (67 percent) anticipate an 
increase in revenue, and 56 percent 
expect a slight improvement in profits, 
according to the survey. 

Comito said it was encouraging that 
about 55 percent of hotels also increased 
capital expenditures in 2016, with a quar-

ter of those investing more than 10 per-
cent over what they did in 2015. 

“This is a positive sign and an indica-
tion of long-term confidence by Carib-
bean hoteliers in the industry,” he said. 

Although room occupancy decreased 
for just more than half (51 percent) of 
the reporting hotels, a notable propor-
tion (29 percent) reported an increase in 
occupancy, according to the survey. 

It found that more hoteliers are opti-
mistic for 2017, with two-thirds expect-
ing an increase in occupancy. 

This year, about 55 percent of hoteliers 
expect to increase average daily room 
rates (ADR), while only 15 percent expect 
downward pressure on rates, according 
to the survey.  

Caribbean tourism on the uptick

Frank Comito addresses the media at Caribbean Travel Marketplace. CHTA

One woman team: Jean P. Alex-
ander, founder and executive di-
rector of the Caribbean American 
Center of New York has been run-
ning the non-profi t organization 
alone for more than 30 years. 
 Community News Group / Alexandra Simon

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke.
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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Antigua
The Antigua and Barbuda govern-

ment is considering establishing a law 
school and will soon conduct a feasibil-
ity study for the project.

 This is according to Attorney Gen-
eral and Legal Affairs Minister Steadroy 
Benjamin who said the issue was dis-
cussed at the Executive Council meet-
ing of the Legal Education when it met 
recently in Jamaica.

He said the govern-
ment will be retain-
ing the services of a 
specialist in this area 
to conduct a study to 
show how many persons in the region 
who wish to be educated and are unable 
to find places, because the law schools 
are overwhelmed. 

Benjamin said Guyana is in the proc-
ess of undertaking a similar study.

Last month, Guyana signed an agree-
ment with the University College of the 
Caribbean (UCC) and the Law College of 
the Americas (LCA) as it moves to establish 
its own law school and ease the difficulties 
being experienced by Guyanese students 
wishing to attend the Hugh Wooding Law 
School in Trinidad and Tobago.

 
Barbados

Three St. Vin-
cent and the Gren-
adines students, who 
were due to return to 
their homeland, were 
among four people killed in a recent 
two-car crash in Barbados, which also 
claimed the life of a Barbadian.

 The three dead teenagers were part 
of a seven-member group who had been 
in Barbados since last December for 
an internship program at the Crane 
Resort, St. Phillip and were due to 
depart the island on Jan. 29, 2017.

Police said that Danee Deverey 
Horne, 17, Carianne Lee-New Padmore, 
19 and Aziza Awanna Dennie, 18, died 
as a result of the crash and that two 
other St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
nationals, Darren Renaldo Daniel, 18, 
and Kemelius, 21 escaped death.

Investigators said the driver of the 
other vehicle in the accident, Andre 
Jabarry Gittens, 23, also died.

Grenada
Grenada Prime Minister Dr. Keith 

Mitchell has chastised former finance 
minister Nazim Burke for not pay-
ing taxes owed to the state for several 
years.

Government figures 
show that Burke, who 
served as finance min-
ister under the previ-
ous National Demo-
cratic Congress (NDC) government, did 
not pay taxes for the years 2011, 2012 
and 2013.

In a television interview Dr Mitchell 
said an EC$30,000 tax relief was offered 
to Burke, who was due to receive more 
than EC$70,000 dollars in gratuity.

Burke wrote to the prime minister, 
who is also the minister of finance ask-
ing for relief on the fact that he did not 
pay, Mitchell told television viewers.

Mitchell asked, “How could a minis-
ter of finance of a country, that has tax 
liabilities of your family for 2011, 2012, 
and 2014 and you did not pay and you 

are calling on us to pay?’
Burke has denied owing the govern-

ment EC$478, 456.91 saying that he is 
owed funds by the government.

He said the government owes him 
EC$21,300 and he does not owe the 
government any money.

Jamaica
Jamaica police have 

warned that gangs are 
recruiting children 
after a 14-year-old boy 
was arrested by police 
with a firearm and several rounds of 
ammunition.

Assistant Commissioner of Police 
Ealan Powell is calling on the commu-
nity; parents, the churches and schools 
to play a greater role in guiding these 
youngsters who are “ripe” for recruit-
ment by gangsters.

Powell, who heads the Criminal 
Investigation Branch, questioned the 
circumstances in which the 14 year-old 
had been found with gun recently.

Police were conducting a stop and 
search exercise when a 9 mm pistol with 
seven rounds of ammunition was found 
tucked in the teenager’s waistband.

 
St. Kitts

 St. Kitts and Nevis is moving to 
establish a labor code that will serve to 
improve the laws governing the world 
of work and better relations between 
employers and employees.

Labor Minister Vance Amory made 
the revelation at a town hall meeting on 
Jan. 24 dubbed “Good Governance and 
Accountability for Prosperity”.

Amory said the gov-
ernment has taken 
a positive approach 
to labor issues since 
taking over the reins 
of government in 2015. This would 
include the creation of the code, which 
is essentially the revision, upgrade and 
amalgamation of related laws.

Consultations were held between 

Haiti’s new president sworn in
Haiti’s President Jovenel Moise sits with his wife Martine during his swearing-in ceremony at Parliament in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday Feb. 7, 2017.  See story on page 14.  Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery

Continued on Page 16
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Rooted in Our Community

in the United States, there will be dis-
cussions,” Secretary-General Irwin 
LaRocque said. “That will be the tenet 
of the discussions we will be having.”

Nationals of some Caribbean coun-
tries, even some with green alien registra-
tion cards, remain on edge in the wake of 
moves by federal officials to round up and 
deport undocumented immigrants and 
permanent residents with even minor 
misdemeanor criminal infractions.

This aspect of relations with the US 
is not likely to be the linchpin of discus-
sions among the leaders. Officials say 
the bent would be more to find a way 
to formally engage an inward-looking 
and insular administration to ensure 
Washington remembers that the bloc of 
15 nations actually exist.

Additional areas of discussion would 
include continued trouble some region-
al banks are experiencing in getting 
mega American banks such as Citi, 
Chase and Bank of America to process 
wire transfers, checks and other trans-
actions because of tighter regulations 
from federal agencies.

BOA in particular has severed ties 

with most of these banks, forcing some 
to engage British Crown Agents Bank 
to process transactions at much higher 
rates than previous.

Antiguan Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne will lead the presentation on this 
issue as he had done at the main annual 
summit also in Guyana last July.

Meanwhile, leaders will also have 
extensive discussion on the establish-
ment of a region-wide arrest warrant 
system that would make the transfer 
of prisoners and suspects easier than is 
the case today. Guyana’s President and 
current bloc Chairman David Granger 
is the lead spokesman on this issue.

Additionally, leaders will also exam-
ine a system to make the recovery of 
assets from one jurisdiction stashed 
in another easier for law enforcement 
agencies to levy on. LaRocque said 
that “the process for this is very, very 
advanced” but he was unsure whether 
the agreement will be ready for leaders 
to adopt and sign this week.

Regional 
warrant 
system

Continued from page 1 

forced from their home without legal 
representation.”

The new funds are on top of the 
City’s unprecedented $62 million-a-
year commitment to expand legal serv-
ices for tenants, which was launched in 
2014, according to the Mayor’s Office. 

It said the new funds will be phased 
in over the next five fiscal years, start-
ing with $15 million in Fiscal Year 
2018, to reach $93 million by 2022. 

At full implementation, the Mayor’s 
Office said the City’s investment in 
anti-eviction legal services will total 
$155 million.

It said the City Council will memo-
rialize the program in legislation.

Since January 2014, the Mayor’s 
Office said administration-funded legal 
service programs have served more 
than 34,000 households and assisted 
more than 100,000 New Yorkers. 

The number of tenants in Housing 
Court with legal representation has 
risen to 27 percent, up from 1 percent 
in 2013, the Mayor’s Office said. 

It said evictions by City Marshals 
have decreased 24 percent, represent-
ing more than 20,000 New Yorkers 
who were able to stay in their homes 
in 2015.  

Universal access will provide free 
legal representation in court to New 
Yorkers with household incomes below 
roughly $50,000 (200 percent of the 

federal poverty level for a family of 
four), and legal counseling to those 
earning more, the Mayor’s Office said. 

The City estimates 400,000 New 
Yorkers will be served under the pro-
gram every year at full implementa-
tion. 

“It is one thing to talk about the 
battle that may be impending with the 
Trump Administration, it is another to 
prepare for it with tools and resources. 
As chair of the Committee on Housing 
and Buildings, I commend the Mayor 
on the announcement made today,” 
said Council Member Jumaane D. Wil-
liams (D-Brooklyn), Deputy Leader of 
the City Council.

“It moves our city dramatically for-
ward in helping keep New Yorkers in 
their homes,” added the representative 
for the 45th Council District in Brook-
lyn. “The lack of preservation of afford-
able units and insufficient investment 
in low-income construction are prime 
drivers of our record homelessness. 

“Today, with the historic Right to 
Counsel being funded, and the addi-
tion of 10,000 units being steered to 
low and extremely-low income, we will 
help push back on flippant evictions 
and take a big step toward providing 
units of housing for those who need it 
most,” he continued. “No longer will 
low-income New Yorkers have to face 
the prospect of showing up to court 
with inadequate legal representation, 
just because of a financial burden.”

More funds for evicted tennants
Continued from page 1 

Secretary-General of CARICOM Ir-
win LaRocque. Caribbean Community
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LEGAL NOTICE

African-American and Latino individuals who are or 
were employed as New York City public school teachers 

and who failed the Liberal Arts and Sciences Test 
for the first time after February 13, 2004, 
may be eligible for money and other relief

A Federal court ruled that the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) (formerly the
Board of Education) discriminated against African-American and Latino teachers who either lost
or were denied a permanent teaching appointment as a result of failing an administration of 
the Liberal Arts and Sciences Test (“LAST”) after February 13, 2004. 

The Court certified an amended class of plaintiffs for monetary and other individual relief, such
as restoration of in-system seniority (the “Class”). 

You have a choice to either stay in the Class or not, but you must decide this now.
You may choose to remain in the class and be represented by Class Counsel.

You will be entitled to share in any settlement or recovery on behalf of the Class. You
will be legally bound by all orders and judgments of the Court and will not be able to file
a separate lawsuit for the same conduct alleged in this case.

You can remain in the Class and hire your own counsel at your expense.  
At this time you are represented by the Class Counsel. 

You may ask to be excluded from the Class, in which case you will not be
entitled to share in any settlement or recovery obtained on behalf of the Class, but you
will have the right to file your own suit for monetary relief.

To exclude yourself from the Class you must send a letter postmarked no later than April 30,
2017, with your (i) name, (ii) address, (iii) telephone number, (iv) signature, and (v) say you 
want to be excluded from Gulino v. BOE. Send the letter to Gulino v. Board of Education, 
PO Box 9000 #6543, Merrick, NY 11566-9000.   

If you choose to remain in the Class, you must submit a claim form in order to be eligible for
monetary and other individual relief. 

To get a claim form or if you have questions about this case, you may contact The Garden City

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT OR THE CLERK’S OFFICE TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION
OR ADVICE. 

By Dawn Plummer
The security for churches, syna-

gogues, mosques has definitely height-
ened. This is a new increment that calls 
for serious attention. Amid this, the 
United States visa upheaval for some 
immigrants has also intensified and 
has stirred fear and anxiety for sev-
eral communities. With these spikes in 
uncertainties, the Brooklyn Borough 
President, Eric Adams hosted a seminar 
on Monday morning at Borough Hall, 
to expose faith-based leaders on ways 
they can help secure religious and com-
munal institutions as well as to help 
secure the freedom of worship.

The forum presenters were indi-
viduals from the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation(FBI); The United States 
Attorney’s Office, Eastern District, New 
York; The New York City Police Depart-
ment – Hate Crimes Task Force and 
The United States Department of Jus-
tice. This mode of presenters revealed 
overwhelming examples of the dangers 
involved when problems go unnoticed. 
The law enforcers explained the hidden 
traps, what to do to escape the disaster 
if the opportunity steps in. Panelist 
also demonstrated by videos what is at 
stake if groups or individuals are con-
fronted with these catastrophic experi-
ences. Members of the group discussed 
appropriate steps needed for right outs 
and the safety of everyone involved. 

Interfaith leaders get 
survival advice

From left : Evan Bernstein, Pastor Gilford Monrose, Etzion Neuer, Nydia Shi-
hata, Dave Kalin, Sergeant Kevin Lonergan, Anthony Bivona and Christo-
pher Stantzos. Pastor Gilford Monrose

Continued on Page 20
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Serving the Community with Dignity

TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental
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By Ezrah Aharone
Maybe I should watch 

more CNN or MSNBC to be 
convinced since most Black 
people seemingly regard 
Donald Trump as some sort 
of abrupt political mutation 
who violates America’s tra-
ditions. What I see in Trump 
is “America’s traditional 
reflection in the mirror.” 
I see the exact same hard-
line and hostile government 
that the founders deliber-
ately engineered with deep 
political and racial contra-
dictions, where “democracy 
in practice” has always devi-
ated from “democracy on 
paper.”

So, although Trump is 
new to American politics, 
Trump’s politics are not 
new to America. And while 
Trump’s style is unortho-
dox, his ideals do not run 
counterclockwise against 
tradition. After all, how do 
you think America became 
the most powerful nation 
in the world in record time? 
Certainly not by handhold-
ing or being non-militaris-
tic like Dr. King dreamed 
of nationhood. Nor by safe-
guarding the genuine inter-
ests of Blacks, Mexicans, 
and Muslims at the expense 
of diluting the staunch 
Euro-centricities of Amer-
ica’s ideals, identity, and 
institutions.

Sure, it’s safer to hitch-
hike onto the patriotic 
bandwagon or pretend to 
not see America’s ugli-
ness in the mirror, espe-
cially knowing your career 
or fame can nosedive. This 
keeps celebrities from “bit-
ing the racial hands that 
feed them.” But the power, 
development, and national 
security enjoyed by Amer-
icans did not materialize 
by adherence to precepts of 

morality or equality or non-
violence or tolerance. 

Regardless of “kum-ba-
ya” accounts that media 
commentators get paid mil-
lions to peddle, this country 
was forged into a “puritani-
cal superpower” by WASP 
men who thought and acted 
in the very despotic and 
swashbuckling “Ameri-
can ways” that Trump now 
loosely babbles and brags 
openly…Be it impulsive 
comments about immigra-
tion and “bad hombre” Mex-
icans; or torturing Muslims 
with “waterboarding and a 
hell of a lot worse;” or mili-
tary operations to “bomb the 
shit out of them;” or contra-
ry to Obama’s romanticized 
plan to close Guantanamo 
Bay, Trump itches to “load 
it up with bad dudes.” 

On election night after 
Trump dethroned Demo-
cratic heir Hillary Clinton, 
(subsequent to manhan-
dling 16 other average-
minded Republican can-
didates), well-paid media 
personality Van Jones tear-
fully whimpered: “How do 
I explain this to my chil-
dren?” 

Well, as Black people who 
did not arrive as colonists 
on the Mayflower or Arabel-
la, it’s actually quite easy… 
once you do not moralize 
the founders with credit 
they never really earned 
regarding equality. Then 
you address three tradi-
tional traits of Americani-
zation. 

First, explain that Amer-
ica ultimately became a 
multiethnic nation and the 
adopted homeland for Afri-
can people — not because 
of the goodness of democ-
racy — but because of the 
capitalist aggression and 
belligerent expansion of the 
very same US government 
that Trump now spearheads 
as a traditional throwback 
who the founders would be 
well-pleased. 

Contrary to popular 
immigration notions, Amer-
ica was founded with eth-
nonationalist aspirations. 
Under George Washington 
the Naturalization Act of 
1790 restricted citizenship 
to “free white person[s] — 
of good character.” And 
like Thomas Jefferson who 
detailed a 25-year scheme 
to send all Blacks to Africa, 
Abraham Lincoln sought 
the same in effort to trans-
form America into a nation 
for “free white people every-
where.” So the Trump Doc-
trine to ban Muslims, build 
walls, and block Mexicans is 
neither as un-American nor 
unprecedented as the media 
purports. 

Second, as Mos Def says, 
you then “Add the Math-
ematics” of 85 percent of 
US presidents. Explain that 
from George Washington to 
John Kennedy, 35 of Amer-
ica’s 43 presidents (Dem-
ocrats and Republicans) 
prior to Obama, governed-
over administrations where 
either chattel slavery or 
boldfaced segregation was 
legislatively and violent-
ly enforced from 1776 to 
1964. 

Third, explain that 
Trump’s WASP-appeal to 
near-63 million voters fes-
tered within the modern-

By Keith Benjamin
Guyana has been blessed in its 

history and development with pub-
lic servants of the caliber of Judges 
like Chancellor J.O.F. Haynes, E.V. 
Luckhoo, Victor Crane, and Chief 
Justice Kenneth George. Diplomats 
such as Noel Sinclair, Sir Sonny 
Ramphal and Fred Wills. Attorneys 
General like Dr. Mohammed Sha-
hubudeen, and  Dr. Fenton Ram-
sahoye. Solicitor generals such as 
Joaquin Sabola et al. The present 
crop cannot hold a candle to these 
luminaries. Gone are the days when 
Guyana was respected as the bread 
basket and brains of the Caribbean, 
and the land of brilliance. With all 
due respect to the qualifications, 
reputation, abilities and services, 
or lack thereof, of Chancellor Carl 
Singh (Ag.), Chief Justice Yonette 
Cummings (Ag.), Hon. Bayney Kar-
ran, AG Basil Williams and others, 
we can, and must do better. We 
have to do, if we are to stop being 
the laughing stock of the Common-
wealth. This problem has plagued 
all three administrations — Jagdeo, 
Ramoutar and Granger.

Most of the judicial talent has 
to be repatriated, and a vigorous, 
objective recruitment drive for the 
best globally must be undertaken, 
including advertising and utilizing 
foreign talent  if we are to return our 
country and its systems to former 
glory. Future appointees must be 
deeply vetted and investigated. 
Other countries and scholars no 
longer cite our judicial decisions 
with pride and authority. We are 
already stuck with an attorney gen-
eral who seems to have the wrong 
temperament and judgment for the 
job of top legal officer, a DPP who 
seems out of her league, an acting 

chief justice who should have never 
been even a puisne judge, much 
less acting chief justice in the first 
place.

We simply cannot allow such 
seminal appointments to be bullied 
and trampled by anyone’s caprices, 
whims and prejudices-or pity. Our 
future and heritage will be shaped 
by these people. We can no long-
er reward political patronage with 
selection to these positions. Talent, 
reputation, class and skill must be 
the paramount considerations to 
the Offices of DPP, AG, chancellor, 
chief justice, judges, diplomats etc. 
We cannot allow questionable quali-
fications, mediocre talent and social 
and political alliances to continue to 
deprive Guyana of its best judicial, 
diplomatic and public servants. Ian 
Change is arguably the only choice 
who justified his appointment as 
chief justice, and has the reservoir 
of work to prove it.

The shortcomings of unwise 
appointments are felt by all Guy-
anese all over the world. For exam-
ple, where are our international 
representatives, especially our US 
Ambassador Riyad Insanally and 
others, on the present international 
crisis, pain and suffering caused by 
the Trump ban? They need to step 
up, stand up for human rights, it’s 
not only to attend black tie dinners, 
sit in limos and sip champagne! 
Our tax dollars pay them for repre-
senting Guyanese in the USA and 
elsewhere. The Trump fiasco has 
affected Rabeeya Khan and other 
Guyanese citizens, and demands 
diplomatic action! Also, we need to 
appoint people who have the cour-
age and conviction to tell the gov-
ernment when it is wrong! 

We can, and must, do better.

Restore Guyana to 
its former glory!
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Second, as Mos 
Def says, you 
then “Add the 

Mathematics” of 
85 percent of US 

presidents.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to the Editor, 
Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@
cnglocal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions.

Continued on Page 12



Caribbean Life, Feb. 17–23, 2017 11  BQ

nylottery.ny.gov

Jamaica’s most foremost 
female leader and current prin-
cipal voice of the opposition 
People’s National Party said 
April 1 is the deadline date she 
has agreed to exit her prestig-
ious political positions.

The trailblazing, female, 
Caribbean, politician who 
made history as the very first of 
her gender to be elected prime 
minister of the largest English-
speaking island in the region 
and the third — following 
Eugenia Charles of Dominica 
and Janet Jagan of Guyana — 
made the announcement at a 
meeting of her party’s National 
Executive Council. 

The departure date was 
actually announced by Julian 
Robinson, the party’s general 
secretary who told the elite 
membership that Portia Simp-
son-Miller will demit office as 
opposition leader on April 2. 

Afterwards he informed the 
media. 

While that date will mark 
her official exit from leader-
ship, March 16 will also mark 
a red-letter date because the 
71-year-old leader will submit 
her resignation as opposition 
leader to Sir Patrick Allen, the 

island’s governor general.
Prior to relinquishing con-

trol on the April date, she will 
execute her leadership role for 
a final time by participating in 
a budget debate in parliament. 

In making his announce-
ment to members of the media, 
Robinson said a replacement 
for the pioneering leader would 
be announced on March 26 
when a special delegates’ con-
ference will be held.

The news did not come as a 
shock to nationals because at a 
meeting of the same commit-
tee last year, Simpson Miller 
told her party members that 
she would opt out as president 
at the next conference which is 
slated for September.

Her exit comes 11 years after 
presiding over the premiere 
political party to nominate a 
woman for prime minister and 
also serving twice in that pio-
neering position.

She entered politics in 1974 

as a councilor and emerged a 
force when long-serving col-
league and fellow comrade 
Prime Minister Percival J. Pat-
terson resigned from leadership 
in 2006. She garnered grass-
roots support and was hailed 
affectionately as “Mama P” or 
“Sister P.”

After completing Patterson’s 
remaining term of office, she 
was defeated by Bruce Golding 
on Sept. 11, 2007.

Four years later when he 
resigned, Simpson-Miller 
reclaimed leadership with a 
resounding triumph over his 
successor that December.

But Andrew Holness, the ambi-
tious contender representing the 
Jamaica Labour Party proved her 
reckoning when as the youngest 
ever to seek the office swept to vic-
tory ousting the historic female 
from leadership.

While serving as prime min-
ister, Simpson-Miller retained 
the positions of Minister of 

Defense, Development, Infor-
mation and Sports.

She has also served as Min-
ister of Labor, Social Security 
and Sport, Minister of Tour-
ism and Sports and Minister of 
Local Government throughout 
her political career.

Following her second elec-
tion win she became the second 
individual since independence 
to have served non-consecutive 
terms as prime minister, the 
first was Michael Manley, the 
island’s fifth prime minister.

Catch You On The Inside!

JA’s first female PM opts out from leadership

Jamaican Prime Minister Portia Simpson-Miller hugs Presi-
dent Barack Obama following the conclusion of their bilat-
eral meeting at the Jamaica House, Thursday, April 9, 2015,  
in Kingston, Jamaica.  Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce
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Reading newspaper articles can be 
fun, interesting, and entertaining, but 
can it save your life or the life of your 
loved ones?

The American Cancer Society 
estimates that in 2014, about 233,000 
new cases of prostate cancer will be 
diagnosed and about 29,480 men will 
die of prostate cancer. About 1 in 7 
men will be diagnosed with prostate 
cancer during his lifetime. Other than 
skin cancer, prostate cancer is the most 
common cancer in American men. 

Prostate cancer can be a serious 
disease, but most men diagnosed with 
prostate cancer do not die from it. In 
fact, more than 2.5 million men in the 
United States who have been diagnosed 
with prostate cancer at some point are 
still alive today.*

In this article, we seek advice from 
award winning doctors at Prostate 
Center of Accord Physicians, general 
urologist Dr. Llewellyn Hyacinthe and 
two urological surgeons, Dr. Vitaly 
Raykhman and Dr. Yuly Chalik. These 
two are recipients of the prestigious 
Patient’s Choice Award were also 
named America’s Top Urologists since 
2009. 

They will tell us how to detect 
prostate cancer in its earliest stage and 
successfully fight it.

Doctors, what are the symptoms of 
prostate cancer? Can a man diagnose 
himself for this disease?

Unfortunately, prostate cancer will 
usually not exhibit outward symptoms 
in its early stages, so the patient is often 

not aware of the presence of a tumor. 
Because it is important to diagnose 
this disease before any symptoms 
occur, men over age 45 are strongly 
encouraged to undergo an elective 
urological examination at least once a 
year. 

How do you diagnose prostate 
cancer?

The first step in diagnosing prostate 
cancer is analyzing PSA (prostate-
specific antigen) in blood. If cancer is 
suspected, a biopsy will be advisable, 
since it is the only test that can fully 
confirm the diagnosis of prostate 
cancer. At Prostate Center of Accord 
Physicians, doctors can perform a 
biopsy under anesthesia directly on 
premises.  

The Prostate Center of Accord 
Physicians’s in-house specialized 
laboratory enables our certified, astute 
pathologist to quickly and accurately 
study prostate cells, shortening your 
diagnosis and treatment time. 

Given the complexity of the diagnosis 
and of prostate cancer in general, we 
urge readers to be tested only using 
modern equipment at the most up-to-
date clinics, such as Prostate Center of 
Accord Physicians.

What is the most effective method 
of treatment offered at the Prostate 
Center?

When choosing a method of 
treatment, we take into account the 
stage of the cancer, the patient’s age, risk 
of complications, as well as the wishes 
of the patient. There are a number of 

proven treatment options available, 
including radiation therapy, hormone 
therapy, and surgical treatment. 

To date, the most effective method 
of combating prostate cancer is 
radiation therapy. Intensity Modulated 
Radiation Therapy (IMRT) is a unique 
type of radiation therapy offered at 
Prostate Center which involves the 
use of computed tomography (CT) to 
carefully pinpoint and map the exact 
3-Dimensional shape of the tumor. The 
software carefully calculates the dose 
intensity pattern that will best conform 
to the tumor shape. IMRT allows 
for more effective radiation to the 
prostate, while minimizing exposure 
to adjacent normal tissues. With a 
radiation oncologist with over 30 years 
of experience and the most modern 
treatment and diagnostic tools, Prostate 
Center of Accord Physicians is a leader 
in the fight against prostate cancer.

What would you say to men 
suffering from prostate cancer?

Being diagnosed with prostate cancer 
doesn’t mean you should give up and 
stop fighting. Prostate Center of Accord 
Physicians can successfully treat this 
type of cancer if it is diagnosed in its 
early stages. Our treatment can prolong 
the lives of prostate cancer patients for 
many years.

We recommend that all men be 
more attentive to their health and to 
seek professional medical help when 
symptoms first develop.

*Information via the American 
Cancer Society, www.cancer.org.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Prostate Cancer: Stop It Before It’s Too Late

America’s Top Urologist since 2009
LOCATION IN QUEENS:

LOCATION IN BROOKLYN: 

(718) 878-3523 
www.AccordMD.com

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

Prostate Center of Accord Physicians

Utilizing 
Computed 

Tomography

Featuring the complete line
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Joan Calabrese for Mon Cheri
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Christie Helene
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BOYS SUITS by Andrew Marc
SHIRTS by DKNY,

Michael Kors & Ragazzo

BROOKLYN
ONLY

718.645.4501 x12
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day cracks of racial indifference and 
immoralities that both parties and the 
remaining eight presidents (Lyndon 
Johnson to George W. Bush) left unat-
tended. As Trump-like Republicans have 
inevitably emerged in consequence, 
Democrats have in turn allowed breed-
ing grounds of inequalities to fester 
in areas of wealth, health, housing, 
education, unemployment, street vio-
lence, police shootings, incarceration 
and recidivism. 

Although Black America’s present-
day instabilities link largely to Amer-
ica’s past inhumanities, both Demo-
cratic and Republican establishments 
have colluded to reject Congressman 
John Conyer’s H.R. 40 legislation (since 
1997) to merely “examine the institu-
tion and impact of slavery, and make 
recommendations on remedies.” Fur-
ther, neither party regards Lincoln’s 
13th Amendment as problematic even 
though it underhandedly permits slav-
ery to exist “as a punishment for [Black] 
crime”… which fomented convict leas-
ing of yesterday and mass incarceration 
today. 

But now, after centuries of unend-
ing struggle, the same Democrat-

ic Party is ringleading Black peo-
ple to flood the streets to condemn 
Trump’s presidency after mere days 
… That’s like someone conniving you 
to blame the ground for long-term 
damages after pushing you off a cliff.  
Although anti-Trumpness does have 
its relevancy, the fundamental ire of 
conscientious Blacks should target 
the Democratic establishment for its 
unprincipledness and derelict failure 
to reciprocate centuries of unselfish 
Black loyalty. 

Comparatively, while Trump brashly 
swings sharp-edged swords in every 
direction to preserve White privilege 
and power, Democrats exercise a stealth 
version of White privilege and power 
through artful language, customized 
media, and “death by a thousand cuts” 
tactics. Either way, as a body politic, 
Black people occupy the bottom-most 
rungs of society… just as the founders 
traditionally devised.

Ezrah Aharone is an adjunct asso-
ciate professor of political science at 
Delaware State University. He is also 
a political and business consultant on 
African affairs, as well as the author of 
The Sovereign Psyche, Sovereign Evolu-
tion and Pawned Sovereignty. He can 
be reached at www.EzrahSpeaks.com. 

OP-EDS

Death by a thousand cuts
Continued from page 10 
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Dr. Pervaiz Iqbal MD, FCCP
Diplomat of American Board of Internal Medicine &amp; Diplomat of American Board of Pulmonary Diseases
CONSULTANT PULMONOLOGIST AND INTENSIVIST AT NY METHODIST HOSPITAL AND KINGSBROOK JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

Breathing Problems?
There are things that take your breath away; 

your health should not be one of them.

Breathe Easy!
SPECIALIZE IN TREATING ALL KINDS OF BREATHING PROBLEMS INCLUDING: WE PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE PULMONARY SERVICES:

DD
DiploDiplo
CONCOCONON

UTICA MEDICAL CENTER
(Corner of Utica Avenue)

718-756-1309
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Time For A Change?

Universal Training Institute

www.universaluti.com

174 Jefferson Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

 Fully Accredited
 Job Placement Programs
 Approved by Dept. of Labor & NJ Dept. of Health
 Full & Part Time Programs Available
 Practical Nurse’s Program
 Certifi ed Nurse’s Aid

Enrolling Now

Financial Aid Available
732-826-0155
Next LPN Classes Start: Day Class: February 27th, 2017 – REGISTER NOW

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. Jan. 21st, 2017 from 9am - 2pm
Class begins Feb. 27th 2017 day session
Kindly call or register online.
2017 is time to jump start your career.
Don’t delay as seating is limited.
We welcome your presence.

By David McFadden
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 

(AP) _ Jovenel Moise was sworn 
in Tuesday as Haiti’s president 
for the next five years after 
a bruising two-year election 
cycle, inheriting a chronical-
ly struggling economy and a 
deeply divided society.

The 48-year-old entrepre-
neur took the oath of office in 
a Parliament chamber packed 
with Haitian lawmakers and 
foreign dignitaries from coun-
tries including the U.S., Ven-
ezuela and France. He smiled 
slightly as the Senate leader 
slipped Haiti’s red and blue 
presidential sash over his left 
shoulder.

In his inaugural address 
during the day of prayer and 
platitudes, Moise gave a rough 
outline of his government’s pri-
orities and pledged to bring 
``real improvements’’ to the 
economically strapped nation, 
particularly the long-neglected 
countryside.

He urged unity and prom-
ised to strengthen institutions, 

fight corruption and bring 
more investments and jobs 
to one of the least developed 
nations in the world.

``We can change Haiti if we 
work together,’’ Moise said to 
applause on the grounds of 
what used to be the national 
palace, which was one of many 
buildings obliterated during a 
devastating earthquake that 
hit outside the capital in Janu-
ary 2010.

There’s little expectation 
among citizens that Moise’s 
new government can overcome 
Haiti’s deep problems of pov-
erty and economic malaise in 
the next five years, but he does 
have a majority in Parliament 
and some are hopeful the busi-
nessman-turned-politician will 
make steady advances.

``What we still really need 
in this country are the basics: 
working hospitals, better 
schools and security. I think 
it can be done,’’ said Maxime 
Cantave, owner of a car wash 
and propane business in the 
Port-au-Prince district of Del-

mas 48.
Nearby, Charles Bichotte 

agreed but said he’d wait and 
see if Moise was sincere with 
his various vows. ``We’ve heard 
so many pledges from our pres-
idents but here we are, still 
struggling,’’ said the house-
plant vendor.

Robert Fatton, a Haitian-
born politics professor at the 
University of Virginia, described 
the many challenges facing 
Moise as ``herculean.’’

``He has to revive domestic 
production, increase foreign 
and local investments, rebuild 
the moribund agricultural sec-
tor, create a sense of nation-
al solidarity, and generate a 
sorely lacking political stabil-
ity,’’ he said, adding that all 
this will have to be achieved 
amid diminishing internation-
al assistance.

But Fatton suggested that 
Moise might actually benefit 
from citizens’ low expectations 
of political leaders following 
many years of broken promises 
and failed policies.

``If he manages to deliver 
a modicum of change he may 
restore a sense of hope for the 
future,’’ he said.

The Tuesday inauguration 
was the concluding step in Hai-
ti’s return to constitutional rule 
a year after ex-President Michel 

Martelly left office without an 
elected successor in place amid 
waves of opposition protests 
and a political stalemate sus-
pending elections. A caretaker 
government was quickly cre-
ated to fill the void and pave the 
way for elections.

Jovenel Moise sworn in as 
Haiti’s new president

Haiti’s President Jovenel Moise walks with Police chief 
Michel-Ange Gedeon past National Police at the National 
Palace after being sworn-in at Parliament in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, Tuesday Feb. 7, 2017.  Associated Press / Dieu Nalio Chery
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Top Speakers 

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdatethe

Register to attend for FREE at
https://eldercareexpo. eventbrite.com

Free Valet Parking  
Free Gifts  
Free Refreshments

Over 60 Booths
Great Food

Opportunity 
To Interact

With 
Industry Leaders

SPONSORS:

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

Sunday, March 19th, 10am – 3:30pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(Between East 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
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SHEPELSKY  
LAW GROUP  
IMMIGRATION & FAMILY LAW

We specialize in difficult cases, prior attorney 
mistakes, deportation, court proceedings

Immigration Court & Deportation  Green Cards Through Marriage  
Visas & Green Cards for Family Members  Appeals, Motions to Reopen 

Abuse Cases (Violence Against Women & Men)  Asylum  
U.S. Citizenship with Criminal Arrests  Divorces, Child Support, Visitation

Serving the New York community since 2002

Tel:718.769.6352

officials from the government; employ-
er representative groups, including the 
Chamber of Industry and Commerce as 
well as trade union representatives who 
speak on behalf of the workers.

The minister said the process is ongo-
ing and must be completed in order to 
produce a draft document. 

The wider public will then be engaged 
in meetings on the changes to the draft 
labor code before it is finalized and 
taken to Cabinet and then to Parlia-
ment for approval.

 
St. Lucia

 The opposition St. 
Lucia Labor party (SLP) 
has called on minister in 
the Ministry of Finance 
Senator Dr. Ubaldus Raymond to tender 
his resignation following the release 
on social media of nude photographs 
purportedly of him and the arrest of 
an 18-year-old college student charged 
with attempted blackmail.

The student, identified as Curshaby 
Alexander of Gros Islet, recently 
appeared in court in Castries and will 
reappear later this month.

Raymond told a news conference that 
he was blackmailed and there have been 
attempts to extort monies from him 
through devious means.

In a statement on behalf of the SLOP, 
Alvina Reynolds, former minister of 
health, wellness, human services and 
gender relations, said she has been 
anticipating Raymond’s resignation in 
the wake of the scandal.

Turks and Caicos Islands
 Two more vessels carrying 125 

Haitians, 98 males, 27 females and 
two juveniles were recently inter-
cepted in the waters of the North 
West Point of Providenciales by 
police and immigration officials in 
the Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI).

At the time law enforcement offi-
cials were searching for bodies that 
may still be in the waters when anoth-
er vessel capsized in the same area.

The Royal Turks and Caicos 
Islands Marine Police intercepted 

a 36-foot wooden boat about three 
miles from South Doc with the Hai-
tians aboard.

Another boat was intercepted two 
miles from Five Cays with 53 men 
and seven females.

A total of 178 persons 
from both sloops were 
taken to the Detention 
Center and handed over 
to immigration officials 
for processing and repatriation.

This brings the total number of per-
sons caught attempting to enter the TCI 
for the month of January 2017 to 275.

Trinidad
Opposition leader Kamla Persad-

Bissessar has written to US President 
Donald Trump, asking him to state 
his position on the Foreign Account 
Tax Compliance Act (FATCA).

She by-passed Prime Minister Dr. 
Keith Rowley and wrote to President 
Trump recently informing him of the 
“controversy” the FATCA legislation 
has caused Trinidad and Tobago.

She wrote; “As 
we consider the full 
impact of FATCA com-
pliance on our citi-
zens, taxpayers and 
institutions, as well what some see 
as a compromise of the sovereign-
ty in submitting to a foreign law, 
it is appropriate to ask you about 
what your administration plans to do 
about FATCA.”

The former prime minister added; 
“specifically, as you know, the Repub-
lican Party Platform for 2016 calls 
for its repeal.” She was referring 
to March 2015 2015 bill brought by 
Paul, titled S.663.

In that bill, Rand Paul described 
FATCA as a “complete violation of 
every American’s constitutional right 
to privacy and adds burdensome reg-
ulations that negatively impact our 
country. It is a defective law which 
disregards the mutual respect of sov-
ereignty among nations and drains 
money from the federal treasury, on 
top of discouraging overseas invest-
ment in the United States.”

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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Dental braces have been 
used for decades to 
correct various align-

ment and spacing issues in 
the teeth. Braces can be cru-
cial to the future of one’s oral 
health and prevent serious is-
sues down the line.

Roughly 25 percent of 
the people in North Amer-
ica who get braces are 
adults. But braces still are 
geared toward young peo-
ple and getting them on 
the road to straight and 
properly aligned teeth 
early on.

Braces correct a number 
of problems, including re-
aligning the jaw and allevi-
ating overcrowding of teeth. 
Crooked teeth can trap food 
and debris between them, 
making it harder to floss and 
brush. Wearing braces also 
corrects the bite. If teeth 
or jaws are not aligned cor-
rectly, it can lead to diffi-
culty chewing food or create 
jaw muscle pain. Braces also 
may boost self-confidence 
because they can remedy 

appearance issues that may 
prove embarrassing.

Parents eager to get their 
children on the road to 
straighter teeth may wonder 
when is the right time to get 
their kids braces. Many kids 
are getting braces earlier 
and earlier, but when to get 
braces typically depends on 
the child and the shape of his 

or her teeth.
The American Associa-

tion of Orthodontics recom-
mends that children see an 
orthodontist for an evalua-
tion by age 7. The best time 
for braces will be when the 
orthodontist and parents col-
lectively decide it’s time to 
correct the misalignment of 
a child’s teeth. 

Some orthodontists pre-
fer a two-stage approach 
to orthodontic treatment. 
They may use a dental ap-
pliance or a preliminary 
amount of braces to begin 
moving the teeth while a 
child still has most of his 
primary teeth. The second 
stage begins when all the 
permanent teeth are in. 
The thought is to shorten 
the overall duration of 
treatment.

Other orthodontists fol-
low the traditional approach 
of putting on braces once 
all the primary teeth have 
fallen out. This occurs be-
tween ages 9 and 14. This 
is often a less expensive ap-
proach because braces need 
only be applied and removed 
once.

A number of studies 
have shown that, for com-
mon problems alleviated 
with orthodontic work, 
youngsters are better off 
waiting until all of their 
permanent teeth have come 
in. Antonio Secchi, a pro-

fessor of orthodontics at 
the University of Pennsyl-
vania, notes that if parents 
choose to treat crooked 
teeth too early, the child 
may need another phase 
of intervention a few years 
down the road.

Some problems, like 
crossbites, overbites, or se-
vere overcrowding, warrant 
early intervention. Sched-
uling an orthodontic visit 
early on means children can 
get the care they need when 
they need it. The orthodon-
tist will be able to monitor 
how teeth are growing in 
and map out the best treat-
ment plan for all.

Braces can help fix an im-
perfect smile and alleviate 
oral health concerns. Par-
ents should speak to a dentist 
or make an appointment with 
an orthodontist to evaluate 
their children’s treatment 
needs.  

Severity of overcrowding 
as well as bite issues will dic-
tate when a child should get 
braces.

N AT I O N A L  C H I L D R E N ’ S  D E N TA L  H E A LT H  M O N T H

Routine dental exami-
nations and clean-
ings are an important 

component of oral healthcare 
for both children and adults. 
However, many children do 
not visit the dentist until well 
after the time recommended 
by medical and dental pro-
fessionals. Parents may be 
unaware of the dental health 
timeline, or they could be re-
luctant to bring their chil-
dren for fear of how their kids 
will behave — especially if 
parents are harboring their 
own apprehensions about the 
dentist.

The American Academy 
of Pediatric Dentistry recom-
mends that a child go to the 
dentist by age 1, or within six 
months of the eruption of his 
or her first tooth. Yet, accord-
ing to a survey commissioned 
by Delta Dental Plans, the av-
erage age of a child’s first den-
tal visit is 2.6 years. 

Parents worried about how 
their kids will respond to the 
dentist can take the following 
steps to acclimate kids to den-
tal visits to make them more 

comfortable during their ap-
pointments: 

Be a positive role model. 
Children frequently learn by 
example. If they see their par-
ents being diligent about den-
tal care, they’re more likely 
to embrace proper oral hy-
giene. Bring children to your 
own dental appointments so 
they understand the process 

and become familiar with the 
type of equipment used.

Stick to the first-tooth 
milestone. Take your child to 
the dentist on or about when 
his or her first tooth erupts. 
Early dental visits will get 
kids used to going to the den-
tist and prevent minor prob-
lems that may lead to more 
complex dental issues.

Read books about the 
dentist and role play. Infor-
mation can allay kids’ fears 
about the dentist. Read books 
together about dental visits 
and act out possible scenarios 
with your kids. Give kids toy 
dental health tools and have 
them practice exams on you 
and vice-versa.

Be supportive and in-

still trust. Avoid telling your 
child that everything will be 
okay. If a procedure is needed, 
this could affect his or her 
trust in you and make the 
dental office an even greater 
source of anxiety. Simply be 
supportive and offer a hand to 
squeeze or a hug if your child 
needs you.

Consider using your 
dentist. Some parents like to 
take their children to a pedi-
atric dentist, but it may not al-
ways be necessary. Many fam-
ily practices cater to patients 
of all ages, and the familiarity 
of the office may help make 
children feel more comfort-
able. Speak with your dentist 
about the ages they see.

Steer clear of negative 
words. Dr. Michael J. Hanna, 
a national spokesperson for 
the Academy, suggests using 
positive phrases like “clean, 
strong, healthy teeth” to make 
the visit seem fun and posi-
tive rather than scary and 
alarming. Let the office staff 
come up with its own words to 
describe processes that won’t 
seem too frightening.
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH

Fidelis Care covers 
preventive and routine 
dental care for kids!

From school pictures to hundreds of family 
photos and thousands of selfies, children’s 
smiles brighten our lives.

Let’s give them healthy smiles that will 
shine for a lifetime.

Good dental habits start at a young age and 
continue as children grow with: 

• Regular dental checkups (2x a year)
• Brushing and flossing (at least 2x a day)
• A healthy diet with fruits and vegetables
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

The panel members reminded faith-
based leaders of the availability of the 

right institutions to contact and the 
organizations to utilize are those com-
prehensive institutions which can help 
them make prudent decisions for their 
institutions. 

Nydia Shihata, assistant United 
States attorney for the Eastern District, 
said faith-based groups should work 
with the local law enforcement agencies 
at all times before contacting federal 
agencies, “with the federal agency we 
are much more limited, so proceed with 
state law,  as they have more options,” 
Shihata commented. “The local law 
enforcement can eradicate hate crime 
in the community,” she stated, how-
ever the faith-based  group has a role 
to play by helping to build trust with 
the NY City Police Department. “This 
forum today is for you to take back 
information to your church,” Ms. Shi-
hata stated, and ‘we remain committed 
to investigate and prosecute,” the US 
attorney added.

FBI representatives, Anthony Bivona 
and Christopher Stantzos, during their 
presentation both suggested that clergy 
leaders get training to help protect 
themselves and protect their institu-
tions. They called for faith-based lead-
ers to identify short comings, assaultive 
behaviors are on the rise especially in 
the Boroughs of Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan, Bivona added. 

Both men acknowledged that hate 

crime is not lawfully reported. “As they 
may be considered as, non-assaultive, 
hate crime and are delayed because of 
fear,” Special Agent Stantzos noted. The 
law enforcement officer explained how 
institutional leaders should take actions 
to implement security and help safe-
guard everyone involved. They illustrat-
ed the ways individuals should respond 
to the police whenever a crisis is on 
hand. This is important Stantzos noted, 
“to help de-escalate the situation.”

Sergeant Kevin C. Lonergan of the 
NY Police Department – Hate Crimes 
Task Force, said the New York Police 
Department has collaborated with all 
agencies, private and government, to 
address the issue of human traffick-
ing. The problem he noted has also 
escalated and there “has to be a way to 
work with the victims of these crimes.” 
Sergeant Lonergan reminded the group 
of the availability of the T-Visa program 
for the victims of human trafficking, “if 
the victims can collaborate with us to 
help fight the crime they can stay in the 
country, they are eligible for that kind 
of visa.” The program he added helps 
provide for immediate family members 
as well. Lonergan also mentioned the 
U-Visa program that is available for 
immigrants who are victims of seri-
ous crimes. He noted that eligibility 
becomes available if the victims are 
collaborative with the law enforcement 
representatives who are investigating 
the crimes. “This allows the victims 
and their immediate family members 
to stay in the country for at least four 
years,” he added. 

Continued from page 8 

Survival tips
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care 
services agency approved by the New York 
State Department of Health, provides qual-

ity home health aides, personal care aides, nurs-
ing and rehabilitative services within the New York 
metro area. When you choose Hopeton Care, you 
are matched with a caregiver who is experienced 
with your specific needs and will always put you or 
your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care ser-

vices and caregivers who will easily adapt to your 
family’s habits, understand and respect your cus-
toms and enhance you overall lifestyle without 
major changes to your daily routine. Our services 
include nursing, home health aides, personal care 
aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, occupation-
al therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, 
dementia and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a 

hands on experience requiring trust and passion. 
We understand that you may have many questions 
and concerns, especially when looking for the right 
people to care for you or your loved ones. Our ap-
proach is to ensure the highest quality of care and 
to communicate with you beyond just providing re-
ports. Many of our aides are bilingual or multilingual 
in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, Cre-
ole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your 

home and life can be an endeavor. You can feel 
peace of mind knowing that every single Hope-
ton caregiver is screened and highly qualified and 
trained to provide you with the companionship, 
care and personal attention that you or your loved 
ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff un-
dergo a background check and have received ex-
tensive training at Hopeton Care through our New 
York state approved home health aide/ personal 
care aid training classes.  Hopeton Care is accred-
ited by the Joint Commission, a voluntary accredi-
tation, which examines the quality care an orga-
nization delivers. We offer the Medicaid program, 
Consumer Directed Personal Assistance Program 
(CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home care. 
This program allows you or your loved ones to have 
flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or 

family member to become involved with your home 
care. When you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton 
Care, we act as a partner or liaison to guide and 
facilitate your ability to recruit, train, hire, sched-
ule, supervise and pay your own caregiver. Family 
is important, and we believe that you or your loved 
ones should feel empowered and have more con-
trol over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become 

more independent and feel peace of mind know-

ing that you can depend on us to support you in 
your time of need—365 days a year, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. You can expect to see many of 
our leaders and staff since they make home visits, 
check-in occasionally, connect and listen to feed-
back directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to fre-

quently asked questions. For more information, call 
1-888-433-6363; visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: 
info@hopetoncare.com. 

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional 
and competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. 

Hopeton Care is a welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. 
Hopeton Care is inclusive and affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional 

competent staff are in place addressing the needs and creating a welcoming 
environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463
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By Nelson A. King 
Sir Grantley Herbert Adams, CMG, 

QC (April 28, 1898 – Nove. 28, 1971), 
was a Barbadian and British West 
Indian statesman.

Adams was a founder of the Bar-
bados Labor Party (BLP), and was 
named in 1998 as one of the National 
Heroes of Barbados. 

According to Wikipedia, Adams 
was born at Colliston, Government 
Hill, St. Michael, the Barbadian capi-
tal, on April 28, 1898. 

He was the third child of seven 
born to Fitzherbert Adams and the 
former Rosa Frances Turney. 

Adams was educated at St. Giles 
and at Harrison College in Barbados. 

In 1918, he won the BScholarship 
and departed the following year for 
his undergraduate studies at Oxford 
University, Wikipedia said. 

It said Adams played a single match 
of first-class cricket for Barbados dur-
ing the 1925–26 season, as a wicket-
keeper against British Guiana in the 
Inter-Colonial Tournament.

Adams was married to Grace 
Thorne in 1929 at St. John’s Church. 
Their only child, Tom, himself won 
the Barbados Scholarship and attend-
ed Oxford to become a lawyer. Tom 
Adams would later be elected as 
Barbados’ second prime minister in 
1976.

Adams was president of the Barba-
dos Workers’ Union (BWU) from 1941 
to 1954. 

While being a staunch supporter of 
the monarchy, Adams and his party 
also demanded more rights for the 
poor and for the people, Wikipedia 
said. 

It said that progress toward a more 
democratic government in Barbados 
was made in 1942, when the exclusive 
income qualification was lowered and 
women were given the right to vote. 

By 1949, governmental control 
was wrested from the planters, Wiki-
pedia said.

Sir Grantley 
H. Adams, 

Barbadian & West 
Indian statesman

By Vinette K. Pryce
Three persevering women are bound 

to make history as the first from the 
African continent to compete in the 
challenging and icy Winter Olympics in 
Pyeochang, South Korea.

Already immersed in training for the 
2018 competitions, Nigerian bobsled 
driver Seun Adigun and brake-women 
Ngozi Onwumere and Akuoma Omeoga 
are determined to deliver glory to one of 
the hottest place on earth by qualifying 
in the bobsled category.

In fact, if the trio prevails, Holly-
wood might green-light a sequel to the 
film “Cool Runnings” which showcased 
Jamaica’s 1988 debut in Calgary, Can-
ada.

That Jamaicans already paved the way 
as the first from the hot climate in the 
Caribbean to compete despite the fact 
snow and ice eludes the region, the Afri-
can trio are even more confident of suc-
cess because unlike their predecessors 
they have an edge.

 They are all athletes and are familiar 
with Olympic runnings.

Adigun and Onwumere competed in 
track and field for the University of Hou-
ston and Omeoga was an athlete with the 
University of Minnesota.

Adigun, an Olympian and chiropractic 
doctoral candidate became interested in 
bobsled after she competed in the 2012 
Summer Games in London and saw 
some of her teammates make the switch 
to the winter sport.

“I’ve been used to the sprinting part 
and the getting strong part, but the 
whole idea of going 80 miles an hour 
down an ice mountain is definitely some-
thing that’s new!” Adigun said.

She has been training as a driver in 
Whistler, B.C., and in Park City, Utah, but 
admitted that the most difficult hurdle 
was getting used to the motion sickness 
that came with the sport.

“I love roller coasters, but this is like a 
roller coaster times a thousand! It’s quite 
the ride,” she said. “But once I got over 
that, it was like, ‘O.K., I can do this.’”

While training and competing as a 
brake-woman with the American bob-
sled team last year, Adigun learned that 
the sport could benefit from having 
more female teams. 

She recruited Onwumere and Ome-
oga — who she met through track and 
field — and persuaded them to join her 
in creating the bobsled team. 

She requested a release from the 
American team in order to develop the 
Nigerian program – a choice she said 
that was difficult to make.

“Starting the Nigerian Women’s Bob-
sled team was not an easy decision, but 
I know it will be one of the most impact-
ful things I will ever initiate.”

The trio believes the biggest chal-
lenge now is getting people on board 

with them and understanding the mis-
sion.

“I realized that the entire conti-
nent had never been represented at the 
Olympic games. From my understand-
ing, never in the history has there been 
a federation for bobsled for any country 
in Africa. The International Bobsled 
and Skeleton Federation (IBSF) were 
looking to expand on the continent 
because it’s one of the last that needed 
to be represented for them to get the 
opportunity to expand the sport.

 “My conscience just wouldn’t let me 
breathe knowing that all of these things 
that were so much bigger than me were 
available to actually do and help impact, 
really, what could be millions of peo-
ple,” Adigun said.

“We’re not just talking about the 
federation and the sport of bobsled, but 
we’re talking about the entire continent 
of Africa and being able to empower 
those individuals into something they 
may not have ever considered.”

The Nigerian Olympic Committee is 
literally rallying behind us — the gov-
ernment, the people of Nigeria. People 
don’t know what it is but they’re still 
excited. The challenge is for us having 
to pioneer something.

 “The fate of Nigeria’s eligibility to be 
represented in the 2018 Winter Olym-
pics rests exclusively on my ability to 
qualify as a competent driver,” Adigun 
explained.

The biggest challenge we have is 
starting a new federation for an entire 
continent. It’s just that it’s all new for 
everyone and the great thing about it is 
we have our country behind us. 

“That challenge, although a true real-
ity, is not handicapping us. It’s some-
thing that we’re collectively working 

together to achieve and utilizing the 
help of everyone else who is willing to be 
there with us and for us,” Adigun said.

 “Since we can’t get practice time 
on ice, what we do is we just focus 
on strengthening,” Omeoga said. “So 
weightlifting and sprinting—since we 
all have that background — is some-
thing we already know how to do but 
it’s just another repetition; just getting 
it in when you can. Strength is the most 
important thing for this sport, so that’s 
what the focus has been thus far and 
also we have a push cart as well that 
Seun actually initially created which 
was a beast. 

“She’s made us little engineers!” 
Onwumere said. “We literally took wood 
in her garage and just started building 
a pushcart.” 

The driver said she feels confident in 
the team’s strategy of qualifying for the 
2018 Winter Games. Nigeria is very sup-
portive of their efforts and according to 
the trailblazing Nigerians, their goals 
are “very realistic.”

 “It’s about trying to bring about a 
level of pride for everybody and expand 
on positive awareness for the country 
and the continent.”

Jamaicans had the loudest and last 
laugh in Calgary, Canada in 1988 when 
their unlikely team of bobsled competi-
tors qualified during the winter Olym-
pics. The most popular team to take to 
the icy, speed track the newcomers won 
raves, media attention, movie rights, 
publicity for their island and has since 
competed in numerous Olympiads.

Jamaica’s 2018 team comprise a team 
of 12 who are now in training in Cal-
gary, the very same location their pred-
ecessors debuted and found fame with 
international sports fans.

Africa’s first sledders pursue 
Winter Olympic goal

The Nigerian bobsled team. Seun Abigun

Sir Grantley Herbert Adams, CMG, 
QC. http://www.mrd.gov.bb
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BRING
HOME
THOSE 
TAX  
PREP
SAVINGS!

Trusted, professional filing
You can do a lot with the money you save on tax prep. 
If you earn $64,000 or less, you may qualify for free online 
filing or in-person filing with an IRS certified VITA/TCE 
volunteer preparer.

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/taxprep

#FreeTaxPrep

Text “Taxes” to 42033  
to get updates.*
*Message and data rates may apply. Check with your service provider.
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

800-939-6881
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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By Alexandra Simon
In a newly released book, Connecti-

cut-based author and anthropology pro-
fessor Gina Athena Ulysse, candidly 
discusses her evolving world views, as 
a feminist, as a Haitian, and as a black 
woman. “Because When God is Busy: 
Haiti, Me, and the World,” follows a 

series of poems and writings that she 
wrote about to Haiti and it’s culture, 
which she will discuss at Hemispheric 
Institute of Performance & Politics in 
Manhattan on Feb. 23.

In her book, Ulysse tackles her jour-
ney throughout her life to understand-
ing Haiti, herself, and how the world has 

viewed it through miscon-
ceptions. Because of this 
some of the poems in the 
book that seem current, 
were actually written a 
long time ago, she said. 

“When you look at the 
book some of issues are 
current and these are 
things I wrote since I was 
20,” said Ulysse. “It’s a 
book I’ve been writing for 
years and moreover the 
course of my life I’ve been 
writing it.”

But the book is not a 
memoir or an autobiog-
raphy of Ulysse’s life, and 
rather a specific look at her 
varied emotions and Haiti. 

“When you read the 
project you’ll see that Haiti 
is a larger black story,” said 
Ulysse. “There’s an auto-
biographical aspect to it 
because it’s about me and 
world. But it’s also about 
Haiti and the world, and 

the world and everything else and 
a sense of what that means.”

And one of the aspects of the 
books, she addresses stigmas 
about Haiti and blackness and 
where it is positioned alongside 
other groups. In one of the eye-
opening writings in the book, 
she calls to mind her experi-
ence with this realization.

“Within the African-Ameri-
can community there is sense 
of attachment how people recall 
Haiti. Haiti seems further away 
from blackness — it’s black but 
Haiti is particular kind of black, 
a revolutionary kind of black,” 
she said. “Unless someone is 
Pan-African and has broader 
sense of blackness, our black is 
the farthest away from them. Because 
we’re not just black we’re black twice, 
we’re Haitian and black and that means 
something different.”

Ulysse says misconceptions about 
Haiti continues to thrive in the minds 
of many but she is not set out to retire 
those stereotypes, she said. Unlike in her 
previous book, “Why Haiti Needs New 
Narratives,” she does not give an expla-
nation to dispel myths and preconceived 
notions this time — in her latest book, 
she lays the information out through 
poetry and imagery and leaves it to the 
viewer to decide and hopes it allows 
them to see beyond limited views.

“I’d like you to sit with it, hear it, listen 
to it, and try to recognize it,” she said. 
“Ask ‘Why did someone feel so compelled 
to break through silencers and write 
this?’ I have a range of emotions and I’m 
so raw in the book — vulnerable, linger-
ing, wondering, angry — don’t just focus 
on the anger. I want you to hear this 
black woman and her emotions.”

“Because When God is Too Busy: 
Haiti, me, and The World” at Hemi-
spheric Institute of Performance & Poli-
tics. [20 Cooper Square between E. 4th 
and E. 8th streets in Manhattan, www.
hemisphericinstitute.org, (212) 998-
1631]. Feb. 23 at 6 pm. Free.

Author explores Haiti and blackness

Cover art for her latest book, “Because When 
God is Too Busy: Haiti, Me, and The World.”  

Gina Athena Ulysse

Haitian-American author, professor, and an-
thropologist Gina Athena Ulysse. Lucy Giuliano
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By Nelson A. King
Amid much fanfare and streams 

of “tears of joy,” a new US$259 mil-
lion international airport was officially 
opened Monday in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

The Argyle International Airport 
(AIA), located along the eastern coast 
of mainland St. Vincent, was opened, 
with a flag-raising ceremony, after six 
years behind schedule.

Thousands of nationals attended the 
opening ceremony, addressed by Prime 
Minister Dr.  Ralph E. Gonsalves, who 
had made the AIA a major plank of his 
administration’s objectives. 

He said the AIA is “a symbol, it is a 
metaphor of what is possible in us.

“Do not ever allow any people, any 
nation to impose on us limitations to our 
imagination,” he said. “Only we, as a self-
governing people under God, with our 
own individual sense of being, only we 

must impose limitations on ourselves. 
“Any other notion is a colonial one, and 

it is debilitating, and it will hold us back,” 
he added. “Whatever we set our minds to 
achieve, with patience and calm, we can 

achieve, as we have seen it here. 
“This is a bridge to the world,” the 

Vincentian leader continued. “And this 
plan didn’t just come from us. It is a 
combination of human intelligence and 
divine inspiration.” 

He lauded the “Coalition of the Will-
ing” for helping to make AIA a reality, 
identifying among the coalition the 
governments of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Cuba and Venezuela.

“We have had contributions from coun-
tries – some of them do not have diplo-
matic relations with one another,” Gon-
salves said. “And part of the creativity and 
skill of the government was to bring all of 
these countries together to assist the peo-
ple of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.”

He said export credit guarantees from 
the United States, Canada and Great 
Britain also aided with “certain items 
of equipment,” which were obtained on 
“better interest terms.”

A number of international chartered 
flights arrived at AIA on Tuesday. These 
included Caribbean Airlines and Dynamics 
Airline, which departed from New York’s 
John F. Kennedy International Airport. 

Lennox Joslyn – chairman of the 
Fundraising Committee of the Brook-
lyn-based umbrella Vincentian group 
in the United States, Council of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines’ Organiza-
tions, U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO) – said he 
couldn’t wait to land at AIA. 

“It’s an historic flight, and I can’t 
miss this for the world. I think it’s a 
significant milestone for St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, and all Vincentians 
should embrace it, as we move forward.

“I want all Vincentians to move on 
this [welcome AIA],” added Joslyn, a 
member of the Brooklyn-based Striders 
Social and Cultural Organization, who 
was born at Diamond, a short distance 
from AIA. “Forget about politics.” 

New SVG airport opens with much fanfare

By Jewel Fraser
PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, Feb 7 

2017 (IPS) - As CARICOM countries 
struggle to move away from their tra-
ditional reliance on a single industry or 
major crop in the face of growing eco-
nomic uncertainty worldwide, they are 
finding it increasingly difficult to enter 
markets in the EU and North America 
with new types of food products.

But tariffs are no longer the main 
barriers to accessing important mar-
kets, according to a document produced 
by the ACP-EU Overcoming Technical 
Barriers to Trade (TBT) programme.

Latin America and the Caribbean 
provide over 90 per cent of the fruits 
and nearly 80 per cent of all vegetables 
imported by the US. Nonetheless, some 
countries in the region have “very high 
rejection rates” at US ports of entry.

The ACP-EU is of the view that “Non-
tariffs barriers will become the main 
challenge of the future multilateral 
trade system.” Specifically, technical 
barriers related to compliance with san-
itary and phytosanitary standards (SPS) 
in export markets and other standards 
including those relating to labelling and 
packaging.

The EU considers these technical, non-
tariff, barriers to trade so challenging for 
its African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
partners that it provided 15 million euros 
starting in 2013 to help those developing 
countries upgrade their processes and 
become compliant, thus giving them a 
better chance of success on the EU and 
North America markets.

The Caribbean Agribusiness Associa-
tion (CABA) is one Caribbean organisa-
tion that was able to access funding to 
help its members move toward HACCP 
(Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 
Point) certification, which the ACP-EU 
TBT programme identified as a crucial 

requirement. Since the early 2000s, 
the US and EU have stipulated that 
foods entering their markets must have 
HACCP certification.

Ten of CABA’s members were present 
at a regional conference, held at the 
Radisson Hotel in Port-of-Spain, Jan. 
29-30, to report on the benefits they 
received from the HACCP training. 
They heard some sobering statistics 
with regard to the EU and US food 
industry that provided context for the 
TBT programme.

Dr. Andre Gordon, chief executive 
officer of TSL Technical Services Limit-
ed, told delegates that each year, the UK 
records approximately one million cases 
of food-borne illnesses, of which about 
20,000 require hospitalisation, and 500 
deaths are recorded. The cost to the UK 
of dealing with food-borne illnesses is 
1.4 billion pounds annually.

In the US, approximately 48 million 
cases of food-borne illnesses are record-
ed annually, resulting in 128,000 hospi-
talisations and 3,000 deaths. The cost 
to the US of dealing with food-borne 
illnesses is approximately 77.7 billion 
dollars annually, the delegates heard.

The 2016 report, “Addressing Food 
Losses due to Non-Compliance with 
Quality and Safety Requirements in 
Export Markets: the case of Fruits and 
Vegetables from the Latin America and 
the Caribbean Region,” by two Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) experts, 
underlined how much is at stake for 
Caribbean agribusiness exporters.

The report reveals that Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean (LAC) provide 
over 90 percent of the fruits and nearly 
80 per cent of all vegetables imported 
by the US. Nonetheless, some countries 
in the region have “very high rejection 
rates” at US ports of entry, including 
Jamaica, Bolivia and the Dominican 

Republic, the document states.
The report said, “While many LAC 

countries have a good rate of accept-
ance in comparison with other coun-
tries exporting to the USA and EU, a 
few countries within LAC perform very 
poorly, revealing great disparity in pre-
paredness for export trading within the 
region.” The report noted that “Multiple 
handling failures along the chain are 
likely the cause of the most frustrating 
complaints by international buyers.”

Dr. Gordon, who oversaw the Jamai-
ca ackee industry’s transformation that 
made it compliant with US Food and 
Drug Administration regulations in the 
early 2000s so that it could gain access 
to the US market, explained to IPS the 
obstacles facing Caribbean exporters.

“The problem in general with all 
agribusiness companies in the Carib-
bean is typically lack of technical capac-
ity and knowledge of the requirements 
and lack of the resources to implement 
the systems as required,” he said.

However, Dr. Gordon said, “The cul-
tural change that is required is prob-
ably the biggest single limitation to 
implementing and sustaining certifica-
tion systems…If the management and 
ownership [of agribusinesses] do not 
have a vision of becoming global players 
then the effort and resources required 
are going to seem unattainable and not 
good value for money. A lot of firms 
have issues with understanding the 
value for money proposition of embark-
ing on a certification programme.”

Caribbean exporters face major hurdle 

Oraine Halstead (left) and Rhys Actie tend tomatoes in a greenhouse at 
Colesome Farm at Jonas Road, Antigua. Inter Press Service / Desmond Brown

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Prime Minister Dr. Ralph E. Gon-
salves. United Nations / Ryan Brown
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY of NEW YORK 
MANHATTAN EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY CENTER 
THE

MAN
 
 

FREE CAREER TRAINING PROGRAMS 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
Electronic Health Records 

Administered by Borough of Manhattan Community College/CUNY 

Join Us 
on 

Tuesdays at 10AM or 6PM  
 
 
 
 

For eligibility on FREE programs, visit 
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/meoc 

admissions@man.eoc.cuny.edu 
 

163 West 125th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10027 

212-961-3231  

The Manhattan Educa-
tional Opportunity Cen-
ter (MEOC) is celebrating 
50 years of providing aca-
demic and work-force devel-
opment services to eligible 
New Yorkers.

Funded by the State 
University of New York 
(SUNY) and administered 
by the Borough of Manhat-
tan Community College 
(BMCC/CUNY), the MEOC 
offers tuition-free academic 
programs to adult learn-
ers, including English for 
Speakers of Other Lan-
guages, High School Equiv-
alency Preparation and Col-
lege Prep.

Students at the MEOC can 
also choose career training 
in Certifi ed Microsoft® Of-
fi ce, Security Offi cer Train-
ing and Civil Service Exam 
Prep. For those interested 
in the healthcare industry, 
the MEOC offers Electronic 
Health Records and Certi-
fi ed Nursing Assistant train-
ing programs. “Our goal is to 

move our students towards 
self-suffi ciency,” says MEOC 
Executive Director Anthony 
Watson. “Our programs are 
not only changing the lives 
of the individual student, 
but also the lives of their 
families.”

As workforce trends of 
New York City have evolved 
for the last 50 years, the 
MEOC has adapted its pro-
grams and trainings.

The MEOC’s newest 

initiative, the Hospitality 
Training Program, began 
in Fall 2016. This program 
will prepare individuals for 
certifications from the Na-
tional Restaurant Associa-
tion Educational Founda-
tion (NRAEF), giving them 
an edge over other job seek-
ers as they pursue careers 
in the hospitality, restau-
rant and hotel industries.

Students at the MEOC 
also build their employ-

ability by working with 
Employment Specialists on 
resume writing, interview 
skills and workplace com-
munication. They benefit 
from one-on-one counsel-
ing, financial aid applica-
tion assistance and college 
campus tours.

“Our goal is to prepare in-
dividuals for stable careers, 
and to develop industry 
partners who look to us for 
qualified employees,” says 

Watson. “The sky’s the limit 
for our students and we will 
continue to help them reach 
their highest potential ev-
ery step of the way.”

The Sky’s the Limit: 50 Years of Improving Lives Through Education and Training

The State University of New York
Manhattan Educational Opportunity Center

Become an MEOC Student.
Contact Us Today.
163 West 125th Street
15th Floor, New York, NY 10027
(212) 961-3231
admissions@man.eoc.cuny.edu
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/meoc
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000

46k miles, Stk#26411

'15 NISSAN VERSA

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

39k miles, Stk#22150

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#18077

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

29k miles, Stk#29481
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

6k miles, Stk#24998

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 8k mi.

$8,000

4

PRESIDEN

AT MAJO

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$16,000
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M
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Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/17/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

689 miles, Stk#29008

$11,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000

25k miles, Stk#18692

$10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$25,000
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

1 mile, Stk#31343

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

24k miles, Stk#24152

NTS DAY

R WORLD

WE WILL DOUBLE 
YOUR TAX REFUND 
AMOUNT TOWARD 

YOUR VEHICLE 
PURCHASE.^

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.
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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to credit approval. Other restrictions may apply. Rates may be higher based on applicantís creditworthiness. Rates and 

terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. For model years 2017-2016, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of 

$17.29 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model year 2015, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.42 on each $1,000 borrowed 

at 1.85%. APR. Best rate available when combined with TRUECar certificate (.50% APR discount) and Auto-Pay (.50% APR discount) when direct deposit or 

automatic payroll deduction is utilized as the method of loan repayment. Annual percentage rates for auto loans will increase by .50% after consummation if 

automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit is cancelled. Up to 140% financing available on New and Used Cars: full amount of bill of sale, or NADA average retail 

price including tax, title, tag, extended warranty and any loan balance on your trade-in. Late payment fee: $25.00. Membership is required.

Get Pre-approved Today!  
Visit nymcu.org/carbuyingservice

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP

R ATES AS LOW AS

1.45%
APR*

Rates apply when  
purchased through the  

MCU Car Buying Service
Powered By

@NYMCU_NewsFacebook.com/nymcu
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Early Detection of Heart 
Disease  at BRMI

The perfect gift this Valen-
tine’s Day is the gift of heart 
health. Along with Valentine’s 
Day, February marks Ameri-
can Heart Month, a great time 
to get a heart checkup and 
commit to a healthy lifestyle 
that will lead to a lifetime of 
heart health. One of every four 
deaths are caused by heart dis-
ease, making heart disease 
the leading cause of death for 
men and women in the United 
States and worldwide.  The aim 
of American Heart Month is to 
reduce the risk of heart disease 
through early detection and 
healthy lifestyle. With early 
detection, heart disease can be 
managed and treated  before it 
results in heart attack or death. 
Detecting a ticking time bomb 
before it’s too late leads to a lon-
ger healthier life.

Doctors are now able to view 
the heart and its arteries with a 
CT scan. A CT scan of the heart, 
also known as a cardiac CT or 
coronary CT angiogram, has 
been shown to be a very reliable 
way to noninvasively check for 
blockages and areas of narrow-
ing in the heart’s arteries (coro-
nary artery disease). This sim-
ple test determines a patient’s 
future risk of adverse cardio-
vascular events, and identifies 
specific areas of disease within 
the coronary arteries. In the 
past, this information could 
only be reliably obtained from 
an invasive test known as a car-
diac catheterization which in-
volves inserting a catheter into 
the arteries themselves.

Bay Ridge Medical Imag-

ing (BRMI) is proud to offer 
the next generation of cardiac 
CT, providing even greater de-
grees of resolution, clarity, and 
definition. The new Revolution 
EVO delivers twice the spatial 
resolution of other CT scanners 
to show details as small as 0.28 
mm, and provides a 135% im-
provement in detectability to 
potentially improve treatment 

paths. This pioneering system 
reduces radiation dose to the 
patient by 83%, while still ac-
quiring the high-quality im-
ages needed for accurate diag-
nosis. With this revolutionary 
technology, BRMI provides the 

high-resolution, low-dose im-
ages and answers that increase 
confidence in detection of heart 
disease.

For your convenience we are 
open 7 days a week, 7am-11pm.   
www.brmi.org

BRMI @76th Street
7601 4th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-238-7000
Fax: 718-238-7005

BRMI @ Narrows
9920 4th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-921-0333
Fax: 718-921-0490

BRMI @ 5th Avenue
9020 5th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-880-3066
Fax: 718-880-3067

BRMI @ Sunset Pk.
6700-02 3rd Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11220
Tel: 718-880-3063
Fax: 718-709-7645

BRMI @ Dyker Heights
7117 13th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11228
Tel: 718-880-3060
Fax: 718-232-5796

BRMI @ Boro Park
3802 14th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11218
Tel: 718-854-5400
Fax: 347-533-4042

BRMI @ Midwood
2005 Coney Island Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel: 718-375-1300
Fax: 718-375-1334

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.orgVisit us at brmi.org
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Win 4 VIP Seats
 to National Dance Theatre 
Company of Jamaica 

 To enter go to
 Caribbeanlifenews.com/NDTC

 Saturday, March 18th 
 at 8:00 pm 
 and Sunday, March 19th 
 at 3:00 pm

BrooklynCenter.org
Box Offi ce: 718-951-4500

Whitman Theatre 
at Brooklyn College

Celebrating their 55th Anniversary, their much-
anticipated return to Brooklyn Center will feature 
two programs combining evocative new works 
with favorites from their extensive repertoire. 

Contest ends February 28th

Is the offi cial Airline Sponsor
of NDTC’s 2017 Brooklyn residency
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Brooklyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn College con-
tinues its 2016-17 season with the 
much-anticipated return of Step 
Afrika! on Saturday, April 1, 2017 
at 8 pm. Holding the distinction of 
the first professional company in the 
world dedicated to the art of step-
ping, the company will conduct a 
three-day residency that includes not 
only a public performance but also 
a free after-school stepping master-
class on Thursday, March 30 at 3:30 
pm and three educational shows for 

school children. 
Tickets for Saturday evening are 

$25 and can be purchased at Brook-
lynCenter.org or by calling the box 
office at 718-951-4500 (Tue-Sat, 
1pm-6pm).

The repertoire for the company’s 
2017 Brooklyn residency perform-
ance includes:

    Tribute (choreography, Jakari 
Sherma), a piece paying homage to 
the American step tradition and its 
roots in African American fraterni-
ties and sororities.

    Ndlamu (choreography, Jackie 
Semela), a traditional dance of the 
Zulu people 

    Isicathulo (choreography, Jackie 
Semela), based on the South African 
gumboot dance

    Solo, (choreography, Christo-
pher Brient)

    Chicago (choreography, Jakari 
Sherman), a “percussive symphony” 
that transforms traditional stepping 
into contemporary performance art

Dance company to host three-day residency

Step Afrika! performances are much more than dance shows; they integrate songs, storytelling, humor, and 
audience participation.  Tony Powell

Continued on Page 34

By Nelson A. King
The undisputed Calypso Queen of 

the world, Calypso Rose, has received a 
French toast with a very special award, 
according to reports. 

Rose, 76 — whose claim to fame 
lies in Trinidad and Tobago Carnival as 
winner of Road March, Calypso Queen 
and Calypso Monarch titles — won the 
Best World Music Album award Friday 
for her “Far from Home” album at 
the prestigious Victoires de la Musique 
French music awards ceremony in Paris, 
according to the New York Daily News.

The paper said Sunday that, while 
millions of eyes are focused on Trinidad 
and Tobago all the activities leading up 
to the annual carnival later this month, 
Rose was winning the French award 
and “reveling in a new and wonder-filled 
chapter of her life.”

By Tangerine Clarke
It was no surprise when D’Marsh 

Couture Fall 2017 Collection made a 
grand entrance to the runway. As a 
matter of fact, Jamaican-born designer 
Glenroy Marsh, showed his flair for 
the dramatic, opening the presentation 
with the Belle of the Ball being dressed 
by her men-in-waiting.

From then on, the runway at CoCo-
Mat in Manhattan was pretty much 
flooded with stunning ballroom gowns 

Calypso Rose gets 
French toast

D’Marsh 
stunner

Couturier, Glenroy Marsh with fea-
tured model, Tanya taking a bow af-
ter the runway show at CoCo-Mat in 
NYC. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34
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AFRIKA!AFRIKA!
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Scars To Your Beautiful
Alessia Cara

Don’t Wanna Know
Maroon 5 Feat. Kendrick Lamar

Bad Things
Machine Gun Kelly x Camila Cabello

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

I Don’t Wanna Live Forever
Zayn / Taylor Swift

Love On The Brain
Rihanna

Closer
The Chainsmokers Feat. Halsey

I Feel It Coming
The Weekend Feat. Daft Punk

Fake Love
Drake

Side To Side
Ariana Grande Feat. Nicki Minaj

I Decided.
Big Sean

Joanne
Lady Gaga

Dear Evan Hansen
Original Broadway Cast Rec.

The Fame
Lady Gaga

Sing It Now: Songs Of Faith & Hope

Reba McEntire

The Garden
Kari Jobe

La La Land
Soundtrack

Trolls
Soundtrack

24K Magic
Bruno Mars

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

Culture
Migos

and cocktail dresses. The lav-
ish pretty two-toned creations 
of black and white, green and 
pink, red and blue, and pur-
ple and white paid homage to 
fairytale and fantasy.

The collection consisted of 
topless, asymmetric and cap-
sleeve elegant designs suited to 
all occasions. 

His chicken-yellow gown 
with a lavish hemline, designed 
with plumes of feather through-
out the outfit, is a signature 
piece consistent with the cou-
turier’s design concept.

Notably, were the statu-
esque models, who showcased 
Marsh’s themed, La Fantaisie 
Ball perfectly, elegantly dressed 
in a pink Cinderella gown deco-
rated with rhinestone, and a 
white wedding gown with bead-
ing, and finished with a plung-
ing V-neckline.

The jaw-dropping collection 
was beautifully tailored with 
love and passion, and showed 
the designer’s strength for cre-
ating elegant gowns to accent 
the feminine soul.

“I feel more loved with this 
collection. This is who I am. 
The inspiration goes back to 
a fairytale party, the elegant 
Nicole Kidman, Cinderella, 
sleeping beauty,” said Marsh.

“I transformed these imag-
es into my vision of a fairy-
tale,” added Marsh, a seasoned, 
award-winning designer, whose 
fine collection will be on display 
at Boutique En blanc couture, 
1190 Bedford Ave. in Brooklyn.

Custom design services are 
available for prom dresses, 
bridal gowns and ensembles, 
for both male and female.

About Step Afrika!
Founded by C. Brian Wil-

liams in 1994, Step Afrika! 
aims promote an appreciation 
for stepping and its use as an 
educational, motivational, and 
healthy tool for young people. 
Performances are much more 
than dance shows; they inte-
grate songs, storytelling, humor, 
and audience participation. Over 
the past two decades, the com-
pany has grown to become one 
of the top 10 African American 
dance companies in the U.S. as 
well as Washington D.C.’s largest 
African American arts organiza-
tion.

Step Afrika! promotes step-
ping as an educational tool 
for young people, focusing on 
teamwork, academic achieve-
ment and cross-cultural under-
standing. The company reaches 
tens of thousands of Americans 
each year through a 50-city 
tour of colleges and theaters 
and performs globally as Wash-
ington, DC’s one and only Cul-
tural Ambassador. 

The company has earned 
Mayor’s Arts Awards for Out-
standing Contribution to Arts 
Education (2005), Innovation in 
the Arts (2008), and Excellence 

in an Artistic Discipline (2012), 
and most recently performed at 
the White House for President 
Barack Obama and the First 
Lady. Step Afrika! is featured 
prominently at the Smithso-
nian’s new National Museum 
of African-American History & 
Culture with the world’s first 
stepping interactive.

C. Brian Williams (Founder / 
Executive Director) is a gradu-
ate of Howard University in 
Washington, DC and a native 
of Houston, TX. Brian first 
learned to step as a member of 
his fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. Beta Chapter 
in 1989. After a fellowship in 
Southern Africa, he began to 
research stepping, exploring 
the many sides of this exciting, 
yet under-recognized American 
art form and founded Step Afri-
ka! in 1994. Williams has per-
formed, lectured, and taught 
in Europe, South & Central 
America, Africa, the Middle 
East, Asia, the Caribbean, and 
throughout the United States.  

He is a co-founder of the his-
toric Step Afrika! International 
Cultural Festival in Johannes-
burg, South Africa. 

Under Brian’s leadership, 
stepping has evolved into one 
of America’s newest cultural 

exports and inspired the des-
ignation of Step Afrika! as 
Washington, DC’s official Cul-
tural Ambassador.  Brian has 
been cited as a “Civic/Commu-
nity Visionary” by NV Maga-
zine and “Nation Builder” by 
the National Black Caucus of 
State Legislators. He is fea-
tured in Soulstepping, the first 
book to document the history 
of stepping, and several docu-

mentaries discussing the art 
form. Brian is also a recipient 
of numerous awards including 
the Mayor’s Art Award for Inno-
vation in the Arts and the Pola 
Nirenska Award for Contem-
porary Achievement in Dance. 
Most recently, Brian received 
an appointment from Mayor 
Muriel E. Bowser to serve as a 
Commissioner for the DC Com-
mission on Arts & Humanities. 

STEP AFRIKA!
Continued from page 33 

A model wears one of the 
many creations of D’Marsh 
Couture Fall 2017 Collection.
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

D’Marsh 
Continued from page 33 

Awards at the annual 
French ceremony are pre-
sented by the French Cul-
ture Ministry to recognize 
outstanding achievement in 
the music industry, the Daily 
News said. 

It said that riding the suc-
cesses of the album, which 
shot into France’s top 10 
ranking, Rose is currently on 
a concert tour of French cit-
ies. 

Rose was honored for her 
successful 2016 album, a 
collaboration with popular 
French-born performer Manu 
Chao, the son of Spanish 
immigrants, the Daily News 
said. 

With Rose leading the way, 
Chao is the album’s featured 
artist and co-writer on 11 of 
the release’s 12 tracks, accord-
ing to the Daily News. 

In December 2014, the 
Caribbean community in New 
York paid tribute to Rose at 
a massive ceremony at the 
Brooklyn Christian Center, 
organized by Dee Vee Inter-

national Productions, headed 
by Grenadian-born pre-emi-
nent entertainment producer 
Derek Ventour.

The Rev. Dennis Dillon, 
the Jamaican-born pastor 
and founder of the Brooklyn 
Christian Center, said he was 
“grateful” for Calypso Rose’s 
“leadership, her inspirational 
spirit and for doing what few 
people have done.

“Many people at the Chris-
tian Center they dance to 
your music all the time,” he 
said about Calypso Rose. “We 
salute you for your inspiration 
to all of us.

Calypso Rose honored
Continued from page 33 

Members of Step Afrika! will be performing at the Brook-
lyn Center for the Performing Arts at Brooklyn College next 
month. Edward C. Jones

Calypso Rose performs at 
the Brooklyn Christian Cen-
ter in December 2014. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

By Kam Williams
When we first met John 

Wick (Keanu Reeves), he went 
on a bloody killing spree in 
the wake of losing the love 
of his life (Bridget Moyna-
han). And at the end of that 
revenge-fueled splatterfest 
we saw the wounded assassin 
walk off into the sunset with 
a puppy he just rescued from 
the dog pound. 

Picking up soon after the 
events of the original, Chap-
ter 2 opens with Wick retir-
ing after retrieving his stolen 
Mustang from a Russian gang. 
But before he has a chance 
to settle into a rocking chair, 
he’s recruited by Santonio 

D’Antonio (Riccardo Scamar-
cio) to perform one last hit. 

The ambitious mobster 
wants his sister Gianna (Clau-
dia Gerini) knocked off so that 
he can assume the reins of the 
powerful Mafia family left to 

her by their late father. Wick 
grudgingly agrees to kill her 
only because Santonio is hold-
ing his marker, a blood oath 
ironically taken in order to 
leave behind his grisly line of 
work. 

So, he proceeds to Rome 
where he tracks down Gianna 
who quickly commits suicide 
once she realizes the reason 
for his visit. Nevertheless, her 
death doesn’t sit well with her 
horde of henchman, especially 

her personal bodyguard, Cas-
sian (Common). 

Next thing you know, Wick 
needs to waste wave after wave 
of minions while on the run 
through the catacombs. After 
a miraculous escape, things 
are no better back in America 
where the senseless slaughter 
simply continues. 

That is the sum and sub-
stance of John Wick: Chapter 
2, an unapologetic indulgence 
in blood lust. This high-body 
count affair is right in Keanu 
Reeves’ wheelhouse, as he 
seems to excel when called 
upon to dispatch dozens, if 
not hundreds, of adversar-
ies in a variety of creative 
ways, without ever having 
to exhibit much of an acting 
range. 

The picture reunites 
Reeves with Laurence Fish-
burne, his co-star in The 
Matrix trilogy. Laurence only 
enjoys a minor role here, 
however, in favor of Com-
mon, a standout who proves 
to be the protagonist’s wor-
thy adversary in a protracted 
hand-to-hand showdown.

A twisted Wick continues 
to burn bright!

“John Wick: Chapter 2”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for profanity, brief 
nudity and pervasive vio-
lence
In English, italian, Hebrew 
and Russian with subti-
tles
Running time: 122 min-
utes
Distributor: Summit 
Entertainment

Keanu Reeves returns as vengeful assassin

Keanu Reeves stars as John Wick in “John Wick:Chapter 2.” www.rottentomatoes.com
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BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

A Con Edison 
Music Masters 
Series Event

Supported by:

This event is part of The New York State Presenter-Artist Partnership Project made possible through a regrant from the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency, 
with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.

CUNY HAITIAN
STUDIES INSTITUTE

SAT, MAR 4, 2017 at 8pm, $35

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMINGEmeline 
Michel

“A voice serene and warm like the breeze.”
– The New York Times

By Alexandra Simon

Local Flatbush pols held an 
emergency immigration forum 
at the Flatbush YMCA with the 
Brooklyn District Attorney’s 
office in Flatbush on Feb. 8.

More than a hundred guests 
packed the “State of Emer-
gency, State of Immigration” 
meeting led by Councilman 
Jumaane Williams (D—Flat-
bush), Assemblywoman Rod-
neyse Bichotte, state Sena-
tor Kevin Parker, and District 
Leader Josue Pierre, which was 
an effort to provide vital infor-
mation about immigration to 
prepare and put community 
members at ease with growing 
concerns surrounding Presi-
dent Trump’s executive orders, 
which included the travel ban 
of seven countries in the Mid-
dle East.

Throughout the two-hour 
and a half meeting leaders and 
concerned residents discussed 
with immigration experts how 

to avoid finding themselves in 
limbo with United States Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) and travel adviso-
ries. Representatives from the 
The Brooklyn District Attorney 
say that legal permanent resi-
dents should ensure they stay 
on top of their travel lengths 
outside the country.

“If you’re a green card holder 
and travelling outside the coun-
try for more than six months 
or more, you should apply for 
appropriate extensions,” said 
a spokesman with the Brook-
lyn district attorney. “Because 
being outside of country for 
six months or more the United 
States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (USCIS) may 
deem your green card invalid.” 

And with an alleged increase 
in immigration raids, others 
were advised to take extra pre-
cautions if they see an ICE, 
said a spokeswoman with the 
district attorney. 

“Please do not interfere if 

you see an ICE agent remov-
ing someone. Document any-
thing they may have said and 
any details about those who 
are present — recording details 
may actually help you in your 
case,” she said.

Councilman Williams, who 
will be running for City Coun-
cil Speaker, urged his constitu-
ents a long fight against the 
Trump administration, and to 
use their worries to mobilize. 

“What we want to do is make 
sure we turn that fear and use 
that to help bring some cour-
age, because it’s not going to 
be enough to just be afraid in 
these Trump times,” said Wil-
liams. “What I want to ask 
of people who have less to be 
afraid of – we want to make 
sure we take the biggest risks 
and we’re need we out there 
and do as much as you can.”

He also promised more 
forums encouraged commu-
nity members to help their 
neighbors in need and recog-

nize ways to resist. 
“Next meetings — we’re 

going to go directly into how we 
can continue to organize and 

how can continue to engage, 
and how we can continue to 
resist Trump because he won’t 
win — we will win,” he said.

Pols host emergency 
immigration forum 

Community leaders, Councilman Jumaane Williams (D-
Flatbush), Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte, and state 
Senator Kevin Parker, at the “State of Immigration, State of 
Emergency,” a community forum on immigration held at 
Flatbush YMCA on Feb. 8.  Mike Wright
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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All New 2016 Vehicles Priced At Leftover
Pricing And Will Get 1st Priority In Our Service Dept!

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $2376/$10791, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

IN BROOKLYN

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$4,995!* MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

2011 NISSAN ROGUE AWD 
Auto, A/C, Black, 45K Mi, 
Stk#2033F ................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2012 DODGE GR. CARAVAN
Auto, Red, A/C, 89K Mi, 
Stk#1990F .................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2007 FORD 500 SEL
Auto, A/C, Red, 38K Mi, 
Stk#8116F .................................. Buy For 

$4,995*

2010 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, White, S/Roof, 70K Mi, 
Stk#1996FF.................................Buy For 

$5,999*

2011 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, Lthr,Red, 73K Mi, 
Stk#1960F ....................................Buy For 

$6,995*

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Auto, A/C, Silver, 89K Mi, 
Stk#2015F ....................................Buy For

$7,495*

2013 FORD FIESTA SE
Auto, S/Roof, Red, 27K Mi, 
Stk#1230F .................................. Buy For 

$7,999*

2008 FORD EDGE LTD AWD
Auto, Nav, S/Roof, 42K Mi,
Stk#1971F .................................................... Buy For 

$8,495*

2014 FORD FOCUS  
5Dr., Hatchback, Auto, A/C, 24K Mi, 
Stk#2028F ...................................................Buy For 

$8,995*

2013 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Blue, 73K Mi, 
Stk#2043F .. ..........................................Buy For

$9,999*

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

2.3L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,740 VIN#1FH5227958 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17. 

ESCAPE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

EXPLORER 4WD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $33,690. VIN#1FHGB75388. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,840 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17. 

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,405, 
VIN#3FHR211158. Due at inception $5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc $2,250 
Ford Factory Rebate & $500 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

$99
†

PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 100A  Package, and Much More! MSRP 
$21,830. VIN#1FGL240307. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV fees 
addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

$99
†

PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Laura Amato
She finally feels like she’s coming 

into her game. 
Former Nazareth basketball star 

Bianca Cuevas-Moore waited two 
seasons for her chance to step into 
the spotlight — and now she is seiz-
ing her opportunity, settling into 
a leadership and scoring role with 

South Carolina’s women’s basketball 
team.

“I play starting minutes most of 
the time, but I think coming off the 
bench is good for me,” said Cuevas-
Moore. “I’ve been able to come in and 
make an immediate impact off the 
bench. I know it’s helping my team 
out on both ends of the ball.”

Cuevas-Moore has been a presence 
on the Gamecocks roster since she 
arrived at South Carolina. She set 
the freshman record for most games 
played (37) during the 2014–15 sea-
son, but this year things are differ-
ent. 

Cuevas-Moore has taken on a lead-

Former Nazareth star finds footing 

Scoring threat: South Carolina guard Bianca Cuevas-Moore has fi ne-tuned her shot this season, coming off 
the bench to help spark the Gamecocks’ offense.  South Carolina athletics

Continued on Page 40

By Azad Ali
West Indies Under-19 team will have 

a seven-match tour of South Africa later 
this year to continue preparation for the 
International Cricket Council’s (ICC) 
Under-19 World Cup.

The regional ream won their first 
Under-19 World Cup in February 2016 
in Bangladesh by defeating India.

The West Indies will be looking to 
defend the trophy when they play in 
New Zealand in January 2018.

The tour to South Africa will be 
in Durban from June 30 to July 27. 
It will feature two warm-up matches 
against local opposition and five One-
Day Internationals against the South 
Africa Under-19 team.

The West Indies Under-19 is par-

By Azad Ali
Former West Indies coach Phil Sim-

mons was appointed technical consult-
ant to the Afghanistan cricket team.

Simmons, 53, who played 26 Tests 
and 143 One-Day Internationals for 
West Indies, will assist the current head 
coach Lalchand Rajput, according to 
the Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB).

An ACB release states: “Afghanistan 
Cricket Board management considers 
Simmons appointment a valuable step 
in players’ capacity development. Sim-
mons appointment will have a great 

Windies to 
tour S. Africa

Afghanistan 
hires Simmons

Former West Indies’ head coach Phil 
Simmons. Associated Press / Arnulfo Franco

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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impact on team performance.”
Trinidadian, Simmons was fired as 

West Indies coach last September, five 
months after overseeing the side cap-
ture an unprecedented second Twenty20 
World Cup title in India last year.

He is a former Ireland head coach and 
spent six years in the role before leaving 
in 2015 to take charge of West Indies.

ticipating in the current Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) Regional Super50 tour-
nament. They play in Zone A along-
side Leeward Islands Hurricanes, 
defending champions Trinidad and 
Tobago Red Force, Windward Islands 
Volcanoes and English county side, 
Kent Spitfires.

Afghanistan 

Windies 

ership mantle that she didn’t have 
before. She’s no longer looking to the 
upperclassmen on the team to guide 
her — she’s the upperclassman, and 
Cuevas-Moore has been the guiding 
force for South Carolina this winter. 

“I watched the older girls that were 
in front of me and listened to what 
they told me,” she said. “So I learned 
from them, and now I’ve got younger 
players who look up to me and listen 
to me. I just try and set an example 
for them.” 

Cuevas-Moore has gotten a bit 
more vocal on and off the court this 
season, but she’s still about actions 
first. The pep talks come after she 
puts the ball in the basket. 

“I think I’m more of a leader by 
action,” Cuevas-Moore said. “I mean, 
everybody wants to score, so I do 
think it’s exciting for me, because I 
can actually show what I’m good at.”

The former McDonald’s All-Amer-
ican — who notched more than 20 
points per game during her high-
school career — averaged just under 
nine points in the Gamecocks’ first 
22 games this season. Finding her 
shot has been a consistent work in 
progress. 

Cuevas-Moore was recruited to 
shoot the ball, but the guard under-
stands her role — score first, set up 
her teammates second — more than 
eer this year. 

“I know that’s what coach wants 
me to, that’s my main focus,” Cuevas-
Moore said. “I’ve been in the gym 
getting shots up, because that’s what 
I’m supposed to do for the team. I just 
want to try and score whenever I can.”

MOORE
Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 
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Moving on: Seton Hall guard and former Bishop Loughlin star Khadeen Carrington was anxious to forget the Pi-
rates’ 78–70 loss to Seton Hall on Feb. 11.   Seton Hall Athletics

By Laura Amato
He’s already forgotten what hap-

pened. 
Khadeen Carrington walked off 

the court at Madison Square Garden 
on Feb. 11 disappointed with himself 
and his team as Seton Hall dropped 
a 78–70 showing to St. John’s. But 
the former Bishop Loughlin standout 
refused to dwell on the negatives — 
and he refused to listen to talk about 
the Pirates’ dashed postseason hopes, 
or the skepticism regarding his own 
game. 

By the time he stepped into the lock-
er room, Carrington had already turned 
his attention to what’s next — another 
game and, he hopes, another run at a 
Big East championship.

“In March, when we come back 
here, I’m going to forget about [today’s 
game],” Carrington said. “I’m not going 
to be thinking about this the next time 
I step in here. It’s just moving forward. 
That’s really all there is to it.”

Carrington has faced an up-and-
down season with the Pirates, the 
unquestioned leader in the backcourt 
as Seton Hall looks to defend its confer-

ence championship. 
The former Lions standout, however, 

dislocated his pinkie, and his shot has 
struggled as he battled a nagging hand 
injury over the last few weeks. Car-
rington averaged 19.2 points per game 
during non-conference play, but he is 
averaging just 13.1 points per game 
and shooting 35 percent from the field 
against Big East competition. 

He finished with 14 points against St. 
John’s, but Carrington never quite hit 
his stride. He went five-of-16 from the 
floor and connected on just one of his 
five three-point attempts. 

Still, he refused to make excuses, 
promising that his “hand is good now” 
during the Pirates’ post-game press 
conference. 

Of course, it wasn’t only Carrington 
that struggled against the Red Storm. 

Seton Hall led 24–23 with just under 
four minutes left in the first half, but 
the Pirates couldn’t hold onto the lead 
— or the ball. 

“We were up 24–23 with 3:54 to go 
in the first half, and we had five turno-
vers in a row,” said Pirates coach Kevin 
Willard.

The Pirates racked up 18 turnovers 
in the Big East tilt, and St. John’s took 
advantage, scoring 30 points off Seton 
Hall’s miscues. 

Desi Rodriguez — a former Lincoln 
standout — did his best to jumpstart 
Seton Hall, racking up a team-high 17 
points and eight rebounds, but it wasn’t 
quite enough. The junior forward also 
notched six turnovers and played out of 
position down the stretch as the Pirates 
tried to match St. John’s intensity in 
the paint. 

“I thought [St. John’s] playing big 
was a little bit of a difference,” Willard 
said.

Seton Hall will need to do a bit of 
work to get back to the National Colle-
giate Athletic Association tournament, 
but the Pirates — and Carrington — 
are confident the squad can do just 
that. After all, they’ve already put this 
game behind them.

“We’re just going to take it one game 
at a time,” Carrington said. “We just 
spoke about that in the locker room. 
We just want to get in next week and 
prepare for the next opponent we’re 
going to play.”

Former Loughlin star can’t lift Seton 
Hall at Madison Square Garden
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By Alexandra Simon
Get ready for carnival.
Fuze carnival is taking off 

its third annual three-city 
dance tour in three states 
starting this month to prepare 
parade goers for carnival fes-
tivities in the Caribbean. The 
dance and fitness workshop 
is a dance fusion class that 
combines African-derived and 
inspired dances for a two-hour 
preparative course. This year 
they are dancing and hoping 
to highlight one particular 
island’s carnival in mind, said 
one of the workshop’s organ-
izers. 

“We’re actually in our third 
year and we are promoting 
carnival in Antigua, along 
with promoting the fusion 
of cultures, in particular the 
dance techniques of the Car-
ibbean and Africa,” said Rob-
erts. “We also want to give 
light to the fact that carnival 
happens in the Caribbean and 
some ethnicity of Africa being 
brought to Caribbean as well 
to promo of Antigua, show our 

cultures are only separated by 
water.”

Roberts who is Grenadian 
will teach the workshop with 
Akosua Asa, who is West-Afri-
can, in an effort to teach soca 
and various African dances 
such as Soukous and Azonto. 
Such a combination for a class 
will bring students closer to 
their roots of the Caribbean, 
she said. 

The dance tour will start off 
in Washington D.C. on Feb. 18, 
then the second workshop will 
be on March 18 in Philadel-
phia, and the final workshop 
will come to New York City 
on April 15. The workshops 
will give students a chance to 
learn from two different dance 
techniques and different gen-
res, said Roberts.

“I teach the soca portion 
of the class — people will 
learn some soca dance moves, 
a warm up, floor movements, 
and choreography,” she said. 
“Then Asa fitness is our sec-
ond portion of the class.”

But while there are simi-

larities between the two danc-
es they will taught be differ-
ently.

The difference between the 
two dance portions are that 
soca requires casual active 
wear while, Asa fitness dance 
requires a more bare look and 
the donning of a traditional 
skirt, said Roberts.

“For my class, sneakers can 
be worn for my portion, and 
in the second portion people 
won’t wear no shoes but wear 
lappa skirts,” she said.

Organizers say they want 
the course to bring a new 
light to similarities between 
West African and Caribbean 
cultures, and promote a sense 
of solidarity.

“It’s important because to 
promote unity we have our 
own individual characteristics 
and we want to embrace Africa 
and show the richness and 
wealth inside of these cul-
tures,” said Roberts. “The cul-
ture is in the dance and the 
music — and we’re all about 
the promoting this.”

Multi-city workshop to prep 
east-coasters for carnival

The dancers: Shola Roberts, (left) and Akosua Akoto, cre-
ators of Fuze Carnival, a dance fusion class that incorpo-
rates soca and various African styles of dance. The duo will 
be hosting a tri-city class to prepare carnival goers for fes-
tivities in the Caribbean. Loves Life Photography 
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Friday, February 24, 2017
NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens 1st Floor Atrium

82-68 164th Street
Jamaica, NY 11432

BREAKTHROUGH MEDICAL DEVICE

Presentation/Demo

President’s Day – Bay Ridge
Monday, February 20

4-5:30
$5

Non-Invasive Medical Device
for Home

18 Years Research, Scientifically Studied 

Don’t miss out!
email for invitation

audreyemailspace@yahoo.com
917-548-4157

Increase General Blood Flow
Improve Muscle/Joint Discomfort

Improve Overall Wellness 
Increase Energy

Improve Muscle Recovery
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718.865.8448
kristalautomall.com

Kristal Auto Mall is an authorized
Chevy, Buick, GMC and Cadillac dealer. 
Come see our dealer-wide selection of 

pre-owned vehicles, available now!Chevrolet-Cadillac Showroom
5200 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Buick-GMC Showroom
5226 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Consumer Affairs # Chevy/Cadillac: 1015293, Buick/GMC: 1189038. Financing thru GM Financial. To well qual buyers w/approved Tier 1 Credit (750+ FICO). Not all buyers will qual. See dlr for details. *Based on 24 (36 on Buick Envision & Chevy Malibu) Mo
Closed End Lease w/ 10,000 mi/yr excess mi@ $.25 thereafter. Actual mileage will vary. Lessee resp for excess wear, tear, & mileage charges as stated. Price(s) incl(s) all costs to be paid by consumer, except for tax, title, lic costs, reg fees, dlr fees & optional equip
extra. Pics are illustrative only. All manufacturer incentives applied. Equinox: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#A7550, MSRP: $26,405. $2649 due at delivery incl(s). $1,995 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl
pymt(s): $1416. Resid Value: $17,427. Incl(s) $4,450 factory rebate. Incl in factory rebate a $2000 Conquest Rebate if qual. Terrain: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8414, MSRP: $28,620. $2589 due at delivery incl(s).
$1895 down pymt, 1ST Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $2376. Resid Value: $18,889. Incl(s) $4,450 factory rebate. Incl in factory rebate a $2000 Conquest Rebate if qual. Encore: 4-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags,
Stk#8510, MSRP: $27,185. $2499 due at delivery incl(s). $1775 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $3096. Resid Value: $17,942. Incl(s) $3,825 factory rebate. Incl in factory rebate a $2000 Conquest Rebate if qual. Malibu: 4-Cyl, FWD,
Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#A7273, MSRP: $26,895. $2384 due at delivery incl(s). $1650 down pymt, 1 Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $5,004. Resid Value: $15,868. Incl(s) $3,040 factory rebate. Incl in factory rebate
a $2000 Conquest Rebate if qual. Acadia: 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8285, MSRP: $33,770. $2874 due at delivery incl(s). $2100 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595 Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $4296. Resid Value: $24,652.
Incl(s) $2,000 factory rebate. Incl in factory rebate a $2000 Conquest Rebate if qual. Envision: 4-Cyl, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Impact Air Bags, Stk#8376, MSRP: $38,830. $2969 due at delivery incl(s). $2095 down pymt, 1st Mo Pymt, & $595
Bank Fee. Ttl pymt(s): $10,044. Resid Value: $24,074. Incl(s) $1,500 factory rebate. Incl in factory rebate a $1,500 Conquest Rebate if qual. This ad supersedes all other ads. Offers end 2/28/17. DMV# Chevy/Cadillac: 7059799, Buick/GMC: 7098819.

NEW 2017 CHEVY

EQUINOX 
LS 

NEW 2017 GMCACADIA SLE

YOUR ONLY GM DEALER
IN BROOKLYN!

MOVING
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MOVING
LOCATION TO SERVE YOU BETTER

TO A NEWTO A NEW

NEW 2017 GMCACADIA S

Lease Per Month 
for 24* Months

$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179$179
Lease Per Month 
for 24* Months

NEW 2017 BUICKENCORE PREFERRED AWD
$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129$129

Lease Per Month 
for 24* Months

NEW 2017 CHEVYMALIBU LT
$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139$139

Lease Per Month 
for 36* Months

NEW 2017 GMCTERRAIN SLE

IBU LTLL

$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99
Lease Per Month 
for 24* Months

NEW 2017 BUICKENVISION PREFERRED AWD
$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279$279

Lease Per Month 
for 36* Months

$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59$59
$129
$179

$99
$139
$279
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Stk#A7484, 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto,
P/S/ABS, A/C, Dual/Side
Curtain Impact Air Bags.

MSRP: $23,795
Kristal Discount: - $708

Bonus Tag Rebate: - $3,000
Factory Rebates: - $1,250

Chevy Lease Loyalty/Conquest Rebate: - $2,000^

$16,837$16,837$16,837$16,837$16,837$16,837$16,837$16,837$16,837Buy
For**

Stk#8479, V6, AWD, Auto, P/S/ABS,
A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Air Bags

MSRP: $44,920
Kristal Discount: - $4,030

Bonus Tag Rebate: - $2.898

$37,992Buy
For**

• Navigation
• Dual Sky Scape Roof

718.865.8448
kristalautomall.com

Kristal Auto Mall is an authorized
Chevy, Buick, GMC and Cadillac dealer. 
Come see our dealer-wide selection of 

pre-owned vehicles, available now!Chevrolet-Cadillac Showroom
5200 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Buick-GMC Showroom
5226 Kings Hwy, Brooklyn, NY

Consumer Affairs # Chevy/Cadillac: 1015293, Buick/GMC: 1189038. Financing thru GM Financial. To well qual buyers w/approved Tier 1 Credit (750+ FICO). Not all buyers will qual. See dlr for details. Must present ad at time of signing. Other restrictions may
apply. Must Take Same Day Delivery. Due to demand & availability, not all vehicles may be available at arrival, other similar like vehicles maybe available. ̂ Lease Loyalty/Conquest Rebate Require Current Lease In Household. **Price(s) incl(s) all costs to be paid by
consumer, except for tax, title, lic costs, reg fees, dlr fees & opt equip extra. Pics are ill only. All factory incentives applied. Limited availability. This ad supersedes all other ads. Offers end 2/28/17. DMV# Chevy/Cadillac: 7059799, Buick/GMC: 7098819.
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Stk#A7199, V6, 4WD, Auto, P/S/ABS,
A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Air Bags

MSRP: $35,825
Kristal Discount: - $3,169

Bonus Tag Rebate: - $5,000

$27,656Buy
For**

• 8” Touch Screen Navigation
• Bose 3.6

NEW 2016 CHEVY
COLORADO
Z71 EXT CAB

Stk#8414, 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/ABS,
A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Air Bags

MSRP: $28,620
Kristal Discount: - $1,868

Bonus Tag Rebate: - $3,799

$22,953Buy
For**

NEW 2017 GMC

TERRAIN
SLE
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Stk#8160, 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/
ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Air Bags

MSRP: $36,990
Kristal Discount: - $3,501

Bonus Tag Rebate - $5,000
Buick/GMC Conquest Rebate: - $1,500^

$26,989Buy
For**

• Navigation
• Collision Alert

Lane Warning

Navigation

NEW 2016 BUICK

CASCADA
PREMIUM

PACKAGE
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Stk#8214, 4-Cyl, FWD, Auto, P/S/
ABS, A/C, Dual/Side Curtain Air Bags

MSRP: $26,925
Kristal Discount: - $2,160

Bonus Tag Rebate: - $1,500
Buick/GMC Conquest Rebate: - $1,500^

$21,765Buy
For**

• Navigation
• Sunroof
• Bose

Navigation

NEW 2017 BUICK

VERANO
SPORT
TOURING
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NEW 2017 CHEVY
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Your name: (Please print clearly)     Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin:     Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:      Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare?

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding?

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

Mail to: Caribbean Life/Healthcare Awards, 1 MetroTech Center North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201
Or e-mail: jstern@cnglocal.com

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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4 GBMEMORY 

$10

$69
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