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By Bert Wilkinson
Concerns by rights groups 

and Democrats about conflict 
of issues involving new Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson on 
the job have not emerged so 
far but Guyanese government 
officials have found it neces-
sary to push back on fears that 
his stewardship at the depart-
ment will allow him to have 
undue influence on the coun-
try’s emerging oil and gas sec-
tor, its laws and regulations 
going forward in particular.

Tillerson was recently con-
firmed by Congress to hold one 
of the more powerful positions 
in the cabinet. Until President 
Donald Trump tapped him 
to head up the State Depart-
ment, Tillerson was the head 
honcho at ExxonMobil which 
back in mid-2015 had reported 
finding “world class” deposits 
of oil and gas off the Guy-
ana coast. Exxon is the first 
player to have found oil and 
gas in such large commercial 
quantities after decades of on-
and-off exploration efforts by 
several companies.

That he is now at a depart-
ment which has a unit advis-

ing countries on how to pro-
tect themselves from powerful 
multinational corporations 
has triggered fears that he 
could have a hand in deter-
mining the kind of laws Guy-
ana drafts now that the coun-
try is preparing to switch to 
an oil and gas economy from 
decades of dependence on 
sugar, bauxite, gold, rice and 
timber among others.

Tillerson was headed to 
Guyana on a company jet for 
talks with Guyanese Presi-
dent David Granger and other 
high officials during the same 
week that Trump identified 
him as his man at the depart-
ment. As expected, the visit 
was scrubbed.

The move encouraged sev-
eral influential outlets such 
as the Washington Post and 
Huffington Post to do pieces 
on Tillerson and the possi-
bility of influence peddling, 
suggestions Tillerson had dis-
missed during Congressional 
confirmation hearings.

Seeking to dispel sugges-
tions that Guyana would be 
under the unwelcome hand 

GUYANA 
STANDS 
STRONG
No fears about conflict of 

issues and Tillerson

Dance Ghana
Asase Yaa African American Dance Theater celebrated its 16th anniversary at the 
Symphony Space on Feb. 04, 2017. See story on page 35. Photo by Amun

By Nelson A. King 
St. Vincent and the Gren-

adines’ United States Consul 
General, Howie Prince, and 
United States Director of Sales 
and Marketing at the St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines Tour-
ism Authority, Celia Ross, say 
they are ecstatic to be among 
passengers on the historic, 
chartered flights that will land 
at the Argyle International Air-
port (AIA) when it is officially 
opened on Valentine’s Day.

“First of all, it’s the fulfill-
ment of many years of wishful 
things,” said Prince, head of 
the New York-based Consulate 
General in midtown Manhat-
tan, in a Caribbean Life inter-

view on Tuesday evening. “We 
can now boast of an interna-
tional airport, where we can 
move people and goods and 
services to bolster our devel-
opment. 

“It’s an historic moment,” 
he added. “Those of us land-
ing on Valentine’s Day [Feb. 
14], it’s both very exciting, 
and, at the same time, a great 
prospect from the standpoint 
of having seamless travel. And 
to have seamless travel, it’s the 
fulfillment of many dreams. 

“With the ground-breaking 
for hotel development, tour-
ism should take off, agricul-
tural development should take 
off, and we can see the return 

of the brain power,” Prince 
continued. “The development 
of the airport can help in our 
economic development.”

Ross, whose office space 
is shared with the Consulate 
General, also told Caribbean 
Life that, as the tourism rep-
resentative for many years, the 
AIA is “definitely a most wel-
come addition to all the good 
things the destination has to 
offer. 

“For many years, I have lis-
tened to travel agents and con-
sumers talk about the beauty 
of the destination and, at the 
same time, lament the diffi-
culty in getting there because 

Inaugural flight to Argyle International
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By Nelson A. King
Some diplomats are, clearly, more 

vocal. Others are taciturn, preferring 
to let their work reflect in their accom-
plishments. I. Rhonda King, St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines ambassador 
to the United Nations, is, seemingly, 
the latter, with strong proclivity for 
not being in the limelight, despite her 
position.  

In her first major, wide-ranging 
interview with Caribbean Life, since 
presenting her credentials to former 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, 
on Sept. 13, 2013, King discussed, 
among other things, her role, accom-
plishments and challenges to date. 

Since her arrival at the UN, King 
said she has played a central role on 
behalf of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Caucus of Permanent Rep-
resentatives in the Implementation of 
the International Decade for People of 
African Descent, which began on Jan. 
1, 2015, and its accompanying Pro-
gram of Activities, during which she 
was the lead negotiator for CARICOM. 

“We successfully negotiated for the 
inclusion of language that allows for 
discussions on the issue of repara-
tory justice to take place during this 
decade,” said King, who succeeded 
Camillo Gonsalves, now Minister of 
Government in the incumbent Unity 
Labor Party (ULP) administration, led 
by his father, Prime Minister Dr. Ralph 
E. Gonsalves. Camillo Gonsalves was 
ambassador to the UN for about six 
years, then foreign affairs minister, 
before elected to the Vincentian Parlia-
ment, representing the constituency of 
East St. George. 

King is currently the chair of the 
UN’s Fifth Committee, which is tasked 
with overseeing the Administrative and 
Budgetary Affairs of the entire United 
Nations. She said St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines was the GRULAC- [Spanish 
synonym for the Group of Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean] endorsed candi-
date and elected to serve as chair for one 
year, beginning September 2016. 

St. Vincent 
envoy reflects 

on tenure 

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Councilmember Jumaane 

Williams has welcomed the launch of 
the Mayor’s Office to prevent gun vio-
lence. 

Housed within the Mayor’s Office of 
Criminal Justice, the new Office will 
oversee an expansion of effective, inno-
vative violence intervention strategies. 

The city is investing US$22.5 million 
this fiscal year, split between the admin-
istration and the City Council. In the 
future, the administration is investing 
$16 million annually, the Mayor’s Office.

Williams, who represents the 45th 
Council District in Brooklyn, thanked 
his Council colleagues Fernando Cabre-
ra, Laurie Cumbo and Vanessa Gibson 
for their work on this issue. 

“This announcement is amazing,” Wil-
liams said. “Mayor Bill de Blasio kept his 
word; and, on this issue, got it right.”

He said that, when he met with the 
mayor while he was then Public Advo-
cate, Williams said he shared with him 
his future endeavors, adding that gun 
violence was a major part of what they 
spoke about.  

“For too long, the only people we sent 
to these communities were police offic-

ers,” Williams said. “That was unfair to 
the police, and was unfair to the people 
they supposedly came to serve. 

“It’s been hard to change that mes-
sage; but, with my colleagues in govern-
ment, we have really turned the ship,” 
he added. “We have begun to change the 
dynamic of what public safety means, 
and who is responsible for it, and that 
is critical. 

In 2012, Williams said he and Cabrera 
published a report on how to approach 
the gun violence epidemic in the City, 
“and almost everything that was in 
there has come to fruition, thanks to 
the support of the mayor, Speaker Melis-
sa Mark-Viverito and City Council.”

In that report, Williams said they 
wrote about inter-agency communica-
tion, jobs “and things that were happen-
ing in those communities. 

“The fundamental message is that we 
have to continue to push the idea for-
ward that police is not the only answer,” 
he said. “They are a part of the solution; 
and, while these communities do ask 
for police, they also ask for jobs, hous-
ing and better education. We have to 
respond to those asks as well. 

“This mayor embraced all that we said 

could work,” he added. “The creation of 
this office is historic, and is shining a 
light across this country, where there is 
a president trying to shine darkness.”

The mayor said when he talks with 
people across the city, “it’s clear that 
New Yorkers in every neighborhood are 
united in their desire for safe streets.

“Law enforcement is critical in reduc-
ing gun violence, but we also need to 
change a culture in which conflicts too 
often escalate to shootings,” said de Bla-
sio in launching the initiative. “We are 
inviting all New Yorkers to become our 
partners in this fight. “Together, we can 
make it clear that gun violence has no 
place in New York City.” 

He noted that 2016 was the safest year 
on record in New York City history. 

He said the Office to Prevent Gun 
Violence — along with neighborhood 
policing — will enable the city to fur-
ther reduce crime. 

“I’m grateful to the effort from law 
enforcement, the Mayor, the Council, 
and most importantly our local commu-
nities who continue to work collectively 
with us to keep our neighborhoods 
safe,” said Police Commissioner James 
P. O’Neill. 

By Alexandra Simon
A day for the ladies in red.
Hundreds of women 

dressed in red gathered at 
Kings County hospital lobby 
to celebrate Go Red for 
Women campaign on Feb. 
3. The annual event recog-
nizes heart-related illnesses 
as one of the leading caus-
es of death in women and 
celebrates women who are 
affected with health-centric 
activities and events. Organ-
izers planned tai chi classes 
and meditative services for 
the women, and even some 
men were there, said one 
woman at the event.

“It wasn’t just women 
there, the support from the 
men was amazing,” said 
Lydia Ford, associate direc-
tor of respiratory therapy at 
the hospital. “When I looked, 
there were a lot of men and women who 
supported the initiative and it feels very 
good to know that they supported us.” 

Ford, who has borderline hyperten-
sion, has make careful eating choices to 
prevent full-blown high-blood pressure, 
and said supporting these events mean a 
lot to her because black communities are 
unknowingly and overwhelmingly affect-
ed by heart-health problems.

“One thing in our community — the 
African-American and Caribbean com-
munity is we like the flavors in our food 
and heart disease is not the first thing on 
our radar and it’s not something we are 
focused on,” she said. “I wanted to be there 

to represent our communities and have 
opportunity to support.”

And often times it is women within 
these communities who are most vulner-
able to heart-related issues because they 
push their personal health concerns aside 
for their families, said Ford.

“Women take care of everyone in the 
family but are the last to go the doctor 
because they are struggling with other 
responsibilities,” she said. “But especially 
for women, the way heart attacks manifest 
in women is different than that of a man. 
A lot of times it can be a pain in the arm 
but it could be a heart attack that you’re 
not aware of.”

But even in her own personal efforts 
to promote a healthy lifestyle, Ford said 
even as a healthcare worker it was a 
challenge when around fast food, and 
expressed the hope that sufficient aware-
ness is raised to increase preventative 
measures, she said.

“I work in healthcare and it should 
be easy because I have the information 
readily available but that doesn’t mean it’s 
easy to apply,” said Ford. “I have to be con-
scious of what I eat all the time because 
it’s part of the struggle I face everyday 
with borderline hypertension, and that’s 
also something that we as community 
have to be conscious of.”

Kings County goes red for heart disease

Dressed in red: Particpants don red dresses and red ties at the event. A red dress is 
a symbol of the campaign, which honors women affected by heart disease or heart-
related health issues.  NYC Health + Hospitals / Kings County

Amb. Rhonda King with President 
of the UN General Assembly Peter 
Thomson. SVG Mission to the UN

Williams welcomes Mayor’s Office to prevent gun violence
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Caribbean
Finance ministers from several Car-

ibbean countries, including Trinidad 
and Tobago, Jamaica, and Guyana, are 
among the 48-member countries are 
expected to attend the Inter-American 
Development Bank Group (IDB) annual 
meeting in Paraguay in March.

The IDB Group com-
prises the Inter-Ameri-
can Development Bank 
(IDB) which provides 
resources and financ-
ing for public sector, the Inter American 
Investment Corporation and Multilateral 
Investment Fund, which provides dona-
tions and resources to foster innovative 
small-scale projects in the region.

The event will gather close to 500 
private sector leaders and high-level 
government representatives from the 
Americas, who will discuss key issues 
to promote sustained economic growth 
rooted in rising productivity, the IDB 
said.

Barbados
Barbados has banned smoking of 

e-cigarettes in public places as the gov-
ernment is moving to clamp down on 
the health problems associated with 
tobacco.

This piece of legis-
lation is among new 
restrictions imposed 
on this type of ciga-
rette, including the 
sale to minors in the Health Serv-
ices Amendment Bill 2017, which was 
recently piloted by Health Minister John 
Boyce in the Parliament.

Boyce said the e-cigarette has been 
available in Barbados over the last few 
years and it is sold in many convenience 
malls and service stations.

He said the authorities would also be 
moving to clamp down on the packag-
ing and labeling of cigarettes and manu-
facturers and producers would be given 
a reasonable time to become compliant 
with the measures outlining the dan-
gers of cigarette smoking.

The minister said the packaging and 
labeling of any tobacco product should 
not contain any information that is 
false, misleading, deceptive or likely to 

give erroneous information.
Boyce said the authorities in Barba-

dos will not recognize labels such as 
“low-tar” cigarettes, as “terms which 
change the form of the cigarette from 
dangerous to not dangerous.”

Dominica
A former Dominica 

diplomat was report-
edly arrested in the 
Dominican Repub-
lic by Interpol. He is 
wanted for allegedly embezzling billions 
of dollars in a massive Iran sanctions 
evasion operation.

Alirez Zibvahalal Monfared, an Ira-
nian national, who holds a Dominica 
passport, has been living a life of luxury 
in the Dominican Republic prior to his 
“arrest,” the legitimacy of which is being 
questioned.

He holds (or held) a diplomatic pass-
port from Dominica, which he allegedly 
acquired through a personal relation-
ship with the country’s Prime Minister 
Roosevelt Skerrit.

However, Skerrit has denied any 
involvement in the high-profile Iran 
sanctions case, in which three people 
have so far been arrested.

Monfared’s arrest has reopened the 
ongoing controversy over foreigners 
buying diplomatic passports in Domi-
nica.

Guyana 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 

Council of Ministers recently attend-
ed a two-day conference in Guyana 
with CARICOM Secretary General Irwin 
LaRoque, who called for the strengthen-
ing and deepening of the Community’s 
integration process, noting that it was 

the “best option to ensure that the 
Community withstands the challenges 
before it.”

The secretary 
general highlight-
ed several issues 
that the CARICOM 
grouping was still 
grappling with.

He said these included low-growth, 
the challenges of correspondent bank-
ing, climate change, crime and security, 
and restrictions on access to conces-
sional development financing.

Highlight of the meeting was the 
signing of the memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on “Gender Equal-
ity and Empowerment of Women” with 
United Nations Women.

LaRocque said that the MoU will allow 
for support to the CARICOM Regional 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Barbados clamps down on e-cigarettes
In this April 23, 2014 fi le photo, a man smokes an electronic cigarette. Associated Press / Nam Y. Huh, File
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of Tillerson, State and 
Exxon, Guyanese For-
eign Minister Carl Gree-
nidge was this week 
adamant that Tillerson 
nor any agency within 
the department would 
have any undue influ-
ence in local oil and 
gas regulations going 
forward.

“Guyana passed leg-
islation on oil explora-
tion and its exploitation 
long before the Exxon 
discovery — as far back 
as 1986. It is worth not-
ing that while Guyana 
has received technical 
assistance from time to 
time from several coun-
tries — most notably 
from Canada and the 
UK in the years after 
independence — Guyana 
itself has also contrib-
uted in this field to many 
international agencies 
such as the Common-
wealth Secretariat and 
the World Bank as well 
as foreign governments 
from Papua New Guin-
ea to Ethiopia. Guyana 
is hardly the country 

without expertise, or the 
country wholly depend-
ent on the US that the 
author attempts to por-
tray it as,” Greenidge 
contends.

Government appears 
to be particularly miffed 
by a portion of the Wash-
ington Post piece that 
argued that the country 
has “no real framework 
for regulating multina-
tional oil companies like 
Exxon” as this in itself 
makes the country both 
beholden and vulnerable 
to Exxon. Greenidge says 
“there are many erro-
neous comments which 
are made in an apparent 
attempt to portray Guy-
ana in a false and nega-
tive light.”

But even as cabinet 
wants to set the record 
straight internation-
ally, Exxon is plough-
ing ahead by drilling 
new wells and testing 
the commercial viability 
of those it has already 
drilled.

Engineers were this 
week preparing to move 
the drill ship from the 
successful Payara loca-

tion to a new well site as 
it continues to develop 
its 2015 find with a like-
ly production start up 
timeline of 2020.

Estimates on how 
much the find is worth to 
Guyana range from $70 
to $200B but these will 
be adjusted as drilling 
continues and as more 
oil and gas are found. Up 
to 17 wells are planned, 
some to store gas until 
the company is ready to 
deal with gas deposits 
commercially.

“These patently false 
assumptions of Guy-
ana are unfortunate but 
we know well that such 
statements are made by 
those who do not bother 
to ascertain the facts. 
More worrying is the 
link made in the blog 
post between Venezue-
la’s militarisation along 
Guyana’s border and its 
incursions into Guyana’s 
waters as if it is some-
how Guyana’s fault for 
having agreed to given 
exploration licenses to 
Exxon and other com-
panies to develop its off-
shore resources.”

Guyana sets the record straight
Continued from page 1 
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VALENTINE’S DAY IS ALMOST HERE–SHOP NOW!

ONE DAY
SALE

GREAT DEALS OF THE DAY &  
FREE SHIPPING ONLINE AT $25 

VALID 2/10-2/11/2017. PLUS, FREE RETURNS. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

SHOP 9AM-10PM FRI & SAT, FEB. 10 & 11
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. SEE MACYS.COM & CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 2/9 3PM-CLOSING & 2/10-2/11/2017.

USE THIS SAVINGS PASS THURS 3PM-CLOSING OR FRI OR SAT ’TIL 2PM

EXCLUDES ALL: Deals of the Day, Doorbusters/web busters, Everyday Values (EDV), Last Act, M by Macy’s Marketplace, Macy’s Backstage, macys.com, specials, Super Buys, 
athletic clothing/shoes/accessories, cosmetics/fragrances, designer jewelry/watches, designer sportswear, electrics/electronics, furniture/mattresses, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, 
maternity, select licensed depts., previous purchases, rugs, services, smart watches/jewelry, special orders, special purchases, select tech accessories, 3Doodler, Apple products, 
Barbour, Ben Sherman, Brahmin, Breville, Brooks Brothers Red Fleece, COACH, Dyson, Eileen Fisher SYSTEM, Fitbit, Frye, Hanky Panky, Jack Spade, Kate Spade, KitchenAid Pro Line, 
Le Creuset, Levi’s, littleBits, Locker Room by Lids, Marc Jacobs, select Michael Kors/Michael Michael Kors, Michele watches, Movado Bold, Natori, Original Penguin, Rudsak, Sam 
Edelman, Samsung watches, Shun, Stuart Weitzman, Tempur-Pedic mattresses, The North Face, Theory, Tory Burch, Tumi, UGG®, Vans, Vitamix, Wacoal, Wolford & Wüsthof. Cannot be 
combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, as shown 
on receipt. When you return an item, you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or 
applied as payment or credit to your account. Purchase must be $25 or $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. 

VALID  2/9 3PM-CLOSING OR 2/10 & 2/11/17 ’TIL 2PM

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT  
SALE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

$1O OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE. 

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.
VALID  2/9 3PM-CLOSING OR 2/10 & 2/11/17 ’TIL 2PM

EXTRA DOLLARS OFF SELECT  
SALE CLOTHING & HOME ITEMS

$2O OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE. 

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.
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SHEPELSKY  
LAW GROUP  
IMMIGRATION & FAMILY LAW

We specialize in difficult cases, prior attorney 
mistakes, deportation, court proceedings

Immigration Court & Deportation  Green Cards Through Marriage  
Visas & Green Cards for Family Members  Appeals, Motions to Reopen 

Abuse Cases (Violence Against Women & Men)  Asylum  
U.S. Citizenship with Criminal Arrests  Divorces, Child Support, Visitation

Serving the New York community since 2002

Tel:718.769.6352

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!BRINGING 

MANHATTAN 
to BROOKLYN

943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230
646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

CALL FOR 
VALENTINE’S 

RESERVATIONS
of inadequate airlift,” she 
said. “We expect AIA will 
boost our tourism indus-
try, bringing many more 
visitors to our shores. 

“In addition to boost-
ing tourism, the inter-
national airport will 
improve the performance 
of other critical sectors, 
like agriculture and fish-
eries,” she added. 

“To everyone joining 
us on the Caribbean Air-
lines charter on Feb. 14, 
I welcome the opportu-
nity to be with you on 
this very historic flight, 
when one lucky person 
will have the opportunity 
to win an exciting pack-
age for two at the Bequia 
Beach Hotel on Bequia 
[in the Grenadines].”

Two chartered flights 
on Caribbean Airlines 
and Dynamics Airline will 
leave New York’s John F. 
Kennedy International 
Airport, on Feb. 14, for 
AIA,  returning on Feb. 
21.

Lennox Joslyn, chair-
man of the Fundrais-

ing Committee of the 
Brooklyn-based umbrella 
Vincentian group in the 
United States, Council of 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines’ Organizations, 
U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO), 
said he cannot wait to 
land at AIA. 

“It’s an historic flight, 
and I can’t miss this for 
the world,” he said. “It 
think it’s a significant 
milestone for St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, and 
all Vincentians should 
embrace it, as we move 
forward.

“I want all Vincentians 
to move on this [welcome 
AIA],” added Joslyn, a 
member of the Brooklyn-
based Striders Social and 
Cultural Organization, 
who was born at Dia-
mond, a short distance 
from AIA. “Forget about 
politics.” 

Jackson Farrell, the 
long-standing president 
of the Brooklyn-based St. 
Vincent and the Gren-
adines’ Ex-Teachers Asso-
ciation, stated similar 
views last month, when 
he addressed the gala, 

sell-out 34th Anniversary 
Luncheon of his group, 
at Grand Prospect Hall in 
Brooklyn.

“The airport, whether we 
like it or not, is coming on 
stream,” said the recently-
retired public school teach-
er in Brooklyn. “When the 
Comrade [Prime Minister 
Dr. Ralph E. Gonsalves] 
passes on, the airport will 
still be there. So, let us 
stop the ‘dotishness’ [oppo-
sition to the international 
airport].”

In his remarks, in the 
souvenir journal, Farrell, 
who taught elementary 
and secondary schools in 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines before migrat-
ing to New York, said 
the opening of the AIA 
“brings with it “blessings 
and challenges.”

He said the St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Ex-
Teachers Association has 
been “an integral part” 
of the Brooklyn-based 
Friends of Argyle Interna-
tional Airport, the group 
that has been raising 
funds to assist construc-
tion of the airport. 

Valentine’s Day flight 
Continued from page 1 
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By Johan Galtung
The author is professor of 

peace studies, dr hc mult, is 
founder of the TRANSCEND 
Network for Peace, Develop-
ment and Environment and 
rector of the TRANSCEND 
Peace University-TPU. He 
has published 164 books on 
peace and related issues, of 
which 41 have been trans-
lated into 35 languages, for 
a total of 135 book transla-
tions, including ‘50 Years-
100 Peace and Conflict Per-
spectives,’ published by the 
TRANSCEND University 
Press-TUP.

ALICANTE, Spain, Feb 1, 
2017 (IPS) – Attacking the 
Affordable Care Act; the “glo-
bal gag rule” against abor-
tion; the federal regulation 
and hiring freeze; canceling 
the TPP; restarting the Key-
stone XL and Dakota Access 
Pipeline; limiting entry with 
the Mexican Wall; the 90-day 
travel ban on seven countries; 
more undocumented people 
prioritized for deportation; 
no federal funding for cities 
refusing to cooperate; com-
munications blackout from 
federal agencies; Guantána-
mo torture continued — 
What does it add up to?

A very strong white state 
centered on a president with 
absolute power and control 
over life (birth) and death 
(care) of the citizens. Not 
regulating police racism. So 
far, no order on the military.

Fascism? Too early to say; 
but in that direction. It opens 
for questions about the inner 
workings of Donald J. Trump. 
Who is he?

A Johns Hopkins psychol-
ogist sees Trump suffering 
from “malignant narcissism.” 
A Norwegian historian, Öys-
tein Morten, in a detailed 
analysis of Norwegian king 
crusader Sigurd Jorsalafare 

(1103-1130)–clearly crazy–
has a Norwegian psychiatrist 
diagnose him as suffering 
from “bipolar depression”, 
manic-depressive. Is Trump 
only manic?

This column early on saw 
Trump as suffering from 
“autism”, living in his own 
bubble, speaking his babble 
with no sense of reciprocity, 
the reaction of the other side. 
The column stands by that.

However, this column 
drew a line between his 
words and deeds; denounc-
ing his rhetoric as grossly 
insulting and prejudicial, 
but pinning some hope on 
his deeds. Wrong, and sorry 
about that. After one week, 
Trump clearly means every 
word he says, and enacts 
them from Day 1; even what 
he once retracted in a New 
York Times interview.

Combine the two points 
just made: autism and imme-
diate enactment. He acts, 
and from his bubble does not 
sense how others will react, 
and increasingly proact. He 
assumes that others will 
accept his orders, obey, and 
that is it. It is not. His orders 
might even backfire.

As many point out, ter-
rorism in the USA after 9/11 
is almost nil. But his actions 
may change that. Some 
Mexicans may hit back, not 
only against the wall but 
the border itself, drawn by 
USA grabbing 53 percent of 
Mexican territory in 1846-
48, then soaking Mexico in 
debt and violence importing 

drugs and exporting arms, 
even unaware of the harm 
they do.

Take the seven countries tar-
geted by Trump for collective 
punishment: Iraq, Iran, Libya, 
Syria, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen; 
the old seven with state central 
banks targeted by Bush, with 
Yemen substituted for Leba-
non. All mainly Muslim.

Imagine them reacting 
by cooperating, learning 
from China to raise the bot-
tom up, starting building a 
West Asian community with 
links across the Red Sea, and 
“Saudi” Arabia soon joining?

If their governments do 
not do that, imagine the 
Islamic State doing exact-
ly that? What a gift to the 
Islamic State / Caliphate!

As a minimum, the seven 
might reciprocate and block 
US citizens’ entry for the 
same period. How would 
that affect US military opera-
tions? Would it force Trump 
to use force? In fact, are his 
demands on other countries 
so extreme, not only in words 
but in deeds, that there are 
no more words and deeds 
left short of force? Does his 
extremism limit his range of 
options, making war as prob-
able as under Hillary Clinton?

And yet what he has done 
so far, firing and backfiring, 
is little relative to what other 
US presidents have done of 
harm.

Take FDR spending much 
of his presidencies on beating 
Japan, scheming to provoke 
Japan into war, defeat and 
permanent occupation to 
eliminate Japan as a threat to 
US economy and polity. That 
policy is still being enact-
ed, now as “collective self-
defense.”

Take JFK getting USA into 
the Vietnam War in 1961.

Take Eisenhower eliminat-

By Felicia J. Persaud
The thing we feared most 

has come upon us and now 
thousands of innocent immi-
grants and travelers are forced 
to bear the brunt of a rac-
ist and foolish travel ban of 
seven predominantly Muslim 
nations by Donald Trump and 
his Alt-Right, Nazi-inspired 
cohorts.

With the stroke of his pen, 
Trump’s executive order, espe-
cially the one issued on Jan. 
27, 2017, took effect, creating 
confusion and heartbreak at all 
international US gateways.

Of course this is just the 
beginning. The order to round 
up and deport immigrants who 
have committed even minor 
infractions will kick in short-
ly as well and the horror will 
be played out on TV screens 
nationwide. No doubt, more and 
more will take to the streets in 
protest.

The fear many immigrants 
felt throughout the Trump cam-
paign based only on rhetoric 
has now become palpable with 
the mad hatter in charge. And 
it’s only just over two weeks in 
the new era of ‘scapegoating the 
immigrants’ on the El Trumpeto 
soap opera.

But what Trump and his 
cohorts did not consider was how 
such their sown hate would bring 
together an outpouring globally 
of love and unity, beyond race 
and religion and culture.

Now it’s time for immigrants 
all across this country to show 

just how powerful we are and 
how important we are to econo-
my of these United States.

This is a time for 
unity and a time to 
stand up against 

the dictator that 62 
million Americans, 
blinded largely by 

racism, have foisted 
upon all of us.

It is time for ‘A Day Without 
Immigrants,’ much like Sergio 
Arau’s satire “A Day Without 
a Mexican.”  Whether legal or 
not, citizen or not, it’s time for 
all immigrants to rise up and 
send a clear message to those 
who believe that America will be 
great again without black and 
brown immigrants.

You don’t need to march in 
the street. Do like the NYC Taxi 
drivers and the Yemeni bodega 
owners. Simply do not show up 
for work or school and certainly 
do not shop anything for a day.

This is a time for unity and a 
time to stand up against the dic-
tator that 62 million Americans, 
blinded largely by racism, have 
foisted upon all of us.

Let’s make one day this Black 
History Month, a #DayWith-
outImmigrants. Who’s with me?

The writer is CMO at Hard 
Beat Communications, Inc. 
which owns the brands: NewsA-
mericasNow, CaribPRWire and 
InvestCaribbeanNow. 

What we need 
is a day without 

immigrants

OP-EDS

The Trump presidency: 
The first week

As many point out, 
terrorism in the 
USA after 9/11 is 

almost nil. But his 
actions may change 

that.
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Controversy and the prev-
alence of protests in sports, 
politics and entertainment will 
not be elusive to the Grammy 
Awards.

The 59th annual music cer-
emony slated to air Feb. 12 is 
already garnering dissention 
with talents vowing to abstain 
from the gala proceedings.

Similar to last year’s actors’ 
boycott of the Academy Awards 
when an alleged lack of diver-
sity spawned amplified discus-
sion, protest and the absence 
of Oscar winners, this year the 
conversation has been focusing 
on political commentary relat-
ed to the election of President 
Donald Trump.

Dominant during accept-
ance speeches at the Screen 
Actors Guild (SAG) awards and 
the Golden Globes, winners 
have dedicated more than a few 
minutes to commentary relat-
ed to the president’s position 
related to immigration, zeno-
phobia, racism and misogyny.

Lady Gaga added to the cho-
rus on Sunday when she per-
formed at Super Bowl LI in 
Houston, Texas.

She gave football fans a 
rousing halftime performance 

using drones to punctuate her 
position on the state of the 
country. Fans of the Atlanta 
Falcons and the New England 
Patriots watched as the pop 
icon registered a stellar show-
case beginning with the protest 
anthem --“This Land Is Your 
Land.”

For 13 whole minutes it 
seemed as if scores did not 
matter. From the top of the 
NRG Stadium to the field, the 
Hillary Clinton supporter in 
last year’s election used the 
time and venue to restate we 
are “one nation under God, 
indivisible with liberty and jus-
tice for all.”

Although members of the 
music industry have consist-
ently voiced dissent about the 
direction of the new govern-
ment administration, politics 
might be just one of the rea-
sons some music achievers 
will protests this year’s music 
awards ceremony.

Since announcement of the 
finalists last year, Jamaicans 
have been buzzing about the 
irrelevance of the Grammy 
awards. 

 In particular the contention 
has been that the Marley family 
has dominated winners of the 
Best Reggae Album category. 

Jamaican reggae crooner and 
veteran singer Freddie McGre-
gor issued a statement saying 
the Grammys were “an embar-
rassment of indescribable mag-
nitude to reggae music.”

He aimed much of his ire 
to the National Association 
of Recording Arts & Sciences 
(NARAS) and particularly Orly 
Agai Marley, a voting member 
who is also the wife of six-time 
Grammy winner Ziggy Marley. 

Citing nepotism, he pointed 
to the fact Agai’s relationship to 
the eldest son of Bob and Rita 
Marley should disclaim her vot-
ing privilege.

An Israeli national of Iranian 

descent, Agai is mother to four 
of Ziggy’s children. 

Born in Israel, Agai Marley’s 
family moved to Los Angeles, 
California when she was 14. She 
spent more than a decade at the 
William Morris talent agency, 
and now manages the career of 
the reggae benefactor.

 “When we allow non-Ja-
maicans to be the judge of our 

own Jamaican music, we have 
certainly lost it, and the reggae 
Grammy is officially a toy and a 
plaything for the West Coast of 
the United States.”

McGregor’s “True To My 
Roots” album did not get 
enough votes to make it to 
the semi-final stage of eligible 
contenders.

Catch You On The Inside! 

Grammy winners set to boycott music awards

Ziggy & Orly Marley.  Photo by Jan Saltzman

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Top Speakers 

Sunday, March 19th
10am – 4pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(Between East 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdatethe

Register to attend for FREE at
https://eldercareexpo. eventbrite.com

Free Valet Parking  
Free Gifts  
Free Refreshments

Over 60 Booths
Great Food

Opportunity 
To Interact

With 
Industry Leaders

SPONSORS
as of Jan. 24, 2017

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

New York, New Jersey pledge 
support for Linden community

ing Lumumba, maybe Hammarskjöld.
They caused devastation of Japan, of 

Vietnam and set back Africa on its way 
to freedom, autonomy, independence. 
Trump is retracting, contracting, away 
from others, but not expanding into 
them. So far.

The reaction inside the USA has been 
from judges challenging the legality of 
the orders and launching court suits. 
The market has been ambiguous but 
generally down with heavy protests from 
Silicon Valley. Trump claims the orders 
are working. What else will happen?

It is difficult to imagine that there 
will not be a CIA response, being chal-
lenged and provoked by Trump, not only 
for accusing Russia of intervening to his 
advantage.

There are probably at this moment 
countless meetings in Washington on 
how to get rid of Trump. Yet, he has 
command over not only his Executive, 
Congress and the Supreme Court, but 
also over the overwhelming number of 
states in the union.

US presidents have been assassinated 
before Trump when the forces against 
are sufficiently strong. Could somebody 
from the Travel ban seven be hired to 
do the job, making it look as a foreign 
conspiracy?

Another and more hopeful scenario 
would be nonviolent resistance. Diffi-

cult for border officials. But inside the 
USA people to be deported may be hid-
den, protected by their own kind and by 
others — with care though, Trump also 
has some good points.

More constructive would be alterna-
tive foreign policies by cities, at present 
not by the federation, nor by most of the 
states. Reaching out to the seven and 
above all to Mexico for dialogue; search-
ing for better relations than at present 
and under Trump.

Preparing the ground for something 
new, under the Democratic Party or 
not. Not a third party, impossible in the 
USA it seems, but as general approach. 
The relation between New York and 
Baghdad, Tehran, Damascus, Tripoli, 
Khartoum, Mogadisciu and Sana’a as an 
example. Still some space!

There is no greatness in what 
Trump does, he makes USA smaller. 
Trying rebirth instead of rust, can-
celing stupid deals like TPP: OK. But 
retracting into a self-glorifying strong 
state is not greatness, it is isolation. 
Greatness is not in what you are but 
in how you relate. And Trump relates 
very badly.

Johan Galtung’s article originally 
appeared on Transcend Media Service 
(TMS): TMS: The Trump Presidency: 
The First Week

The statements and views expressed in 
this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily represent those of IPS.

The Trump Presidency
Continued from page 10 

Pictured are Mr. Rickford Burke, Nikeza Noel, District Leader, Cory Provost, 
Tandika Miller, Senator Kevin Parker, Mayor of Linden, Carwyn Holland, Con-
sul General of Guyana to NY, Hon. Barbara Atherly, Paula Walcott-Quintin 
and Rhonda Binda, Esq. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

By Tangerine Clarke
A development plan for the town of 

Linden in Guyana received full support 
from New York State Senator, Kevin 
Parker and Mayor of Newark, New Jer-
sey, Ras Baraka, who both outlined 
creative ways in town twinning partner-
ships, during separate meetings with 
Mayor of Linden, Carwyn Holland.

Senator Parker, of the 21st District 
in Brooklyn, who called the borough 
the home of Guyanese outside of Guy-
ana, quipped that he would not be out-

done by Mayor Baraka, and added, that 
Linden could benefit from student and 
professor exchange programs through 
the CUNY / SUNY system, and encour-
aged Mayor Holland to work together 
with his office to help small business 
development and agricultural projects.

The lawmaker told Linden-born Guy-
anese at a town hall meeting at St. 
Stephens Church Hall, on Feb. 4, that 
the twinning of Brooklyn and Trinidad 
& Tobago has brought much success, 

Continued on Page 31
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By George Alleyne
United States President 

Donald Trump’s, signing of an 
order cutting off funding for 
planned parenthood organiza-
tions in America will have a 
limited effect on the Barbados 
counterpart group, according 
to past and present executives.

Trump signed an executive 
order on Monday barring fed-
eral funds from organizations 
like the Planned Parenthood 
Association of America and the 
International Planned Parent-
hood Federation (IPPF) that 
promote abortion around the 
world.

The Barbados Family Plan-
ning Association (BFPA) is 
among the 150 members of the 
IPPF, and throughout its 61 
years of existence, has benefit-
ted from the world body’s fund-
ing for special projects, though 
its main money comes from 
the Government of Barbados 
annually.

In response to Trump’s Jan. 
23 executive action, BFPA Exec-
utive Director, Juliet Bynoe-

Sutherland told the Nation 
newspaper that her organiza-
tion is ‘financially sound,’ and 
its core work will continue 
despite the fact that some of 
the $100 million that Trump 
cut from IPPF  would have 
been directed to work on this 
island.

“BFPA does not rely heavily 
on US government funding [or 

external funding] to sustain 
our work,” she said, but con-
ceded that an HIV prevention 
and education programme may 
be affected.

“This order may cause BFPA 
to lose US funding for ongoing 
HIV programmes,” she said, 
and explained it is now a wait-
and-see situation because there 
is no indication yet on how 
badly an impact Trump’s cut 
will have on the US organi-
sations that usually channel 
money for this effort.

The US president’s order 
required foreign non-govern-
mental organisations to certify 
that they would not provide 
abortion  and related services 
before they become eligible for 
American public funding.

But Bynoe-Sutherland said 
that her association would not 
give such certification as its work 
on family planning and abor-
tions, “is in compliance with the 
sovereign laws of Barbados, and 
women in Barbados view these 
services as essential.”

“We know from decades of 

global experience that elimi-
nating access to safe abortion 
services does not reduce the 
incidence of abortion, it just 
makes abortion unsafe,” she 
said.

The former, and now retired 
BFPA executive director, 
George Griffith, saw the fund-
ing cut having a ripple effect 
on the Barbados organization 
and similar groups across the 
Caribbean.

 But Griffith also saw the 
action having a greater nega-
tive effect on the new US presi-
dent.

“It will not do his image with 
women any good, especially in 
light of the most recent demon-
strations where more than one 
million women [in America], 
and their supporters across the 
world came out to demonstrate 
against the views that he has 
expressed.”

Little effect of Trump’s 
action on Barbados 

Juliet Bynoe-Sutherland. Photo by George Alleyne

George Griffi th. 
 Photo by George Alleyne
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CERTIFIED
Pre-Owned
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Model #13016, Stk #U25821
4 cyl, auto,  a/c, p/s/b/l,  8670 mi.
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CERTIFIED
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Model #22116, Stk #U26031,
4 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 9266 mi.

CARS
PRICING
REPUTATION
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WE SELL & SERVICE 
ANY BRAND, MAKE & MODEL

PLUS, CARS STARTING  AT

$4995
and more brands

GREAT
36K MILES INCLUDED • $0 DOWN PAYMENT (1)

VIN#JN8AT2MV
7HW254430
MSRP: $26,110. 
Model# 22217, 
STK#100070.
Auto, 4cyl, a/c, 
p/s/b/w/l. 

$199(1)

VIN#1N4AL3AP
7HN326195
MSRP: $23,955. 
Model #13117, 
STK#100424.
Auto, 4cyl, a/c, 
p/s/b/w/l.

$169
Per Mo | 36 | 39 | 42
Mo Leases available

(1)

CHOOSE LEATHER 
OR SUNROOF(5)

CHOOSE LEATHER 
OR SUNROOF(5)

NEW 2017
Nissan Altima

NEW 2017
NISSAN Rogue ALL WHEEL DRIVE Per Mo | 36 | 39 | 42

Mo Leases available

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
    We buy any car - any make - 

any model whether leased or owned.
No Purchase Necessary

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-877-254-3280 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm
Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. (1)Lessee resp. for excess wear + tear/maintenance. (2)Due at signing=$0 Down payment+$595 Bank Fee +First month payment 
( Altima = $169; Rogue=$199 ) + $0 sec deposit. Ttl Pymts/Resid: ‘17 Altima: $6,084 /$12,477 (36 mo) /$6,591/$10,797 (39 mo) /$7,098/$10,557 (42mo); ‘17 Rogue: $7,164/$15,724(36 
mo)/$7,761/$13,858 (39 mo)/$8,358/$13,591 (42 mo). For qual buyers. (2)Low APR up to 72 mos for qual buyer on Tier 1 (600+) credit approval. Photos for illus purposes only. Must take delivery 
from new dlr stock. Lease based on 36k mi @15¢/mi thereafter. Any change in terms will be an add’l charge. Offers may not be combined. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Transportation fee may apply. 
(3)For qualifi ed buyers. (4)On select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. (5) See dealer for complete details. Exp 3 days after pub.      DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

3 PRE-OWNED INDOOR SHOWROOMS

0%         APR
       available on any new 
& used car we sell(2)

< Call and one of our sales associates will answer 
 your questions.

STEVE ANDREI DWAYNE DAVID TLCFINANCING
AVAILABLE

ASK ABOUT OUR 
REFERRAL FEE 

PROGRAM
(3)

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR: Max, Path, Murano & Sentra Specials!

Certifi ed Extended
Warranties up to

8yr/120k(4)

Razor Bumps or Pseudofolliculitis barbae (PFB) ( pronounced Sudofoliculitis Barbei)
is a common complaint among darker-skinned patients with coarse curly hair. Patients present with skin bumps from 
ingrown hairs that can eventually result in darkening  of skin and scarring.  Both men and women are affected, and is 
not limited to the  beard area; it may occur in any other area with thick, coarse curly hair, including the bikini area and 
underarms. Recent research  has confirmed a genetic predisposition.  PFB is due to shaving, particularly close shav-
ing because the  hair retracts beneath  the skin.  There are 2 scenarios of hair growth in of PFB ,  curly hair  can grow  
straight  into the side wall or you can have hair that grows out of the skin and curls  and pokes back in.  The trapped 
hair is made up of the protein keratin, which can cause severe inflammation leading to painful bumps and infection.

Treatment for pseudofolliculitis barbae depends on the severity of the condition. If possible, let the beard grow for 30 
days to eliminate ingrown hairs. When ready to shave again, take the following precautions:

Apply warm compresses to the beard area prior to shaving. In addition, using a mild exfoliant or loofah or toothbrush 
in a circular motion will help allow any ingrown hairs to be more easily plucked or released at the skin surface.

Ensure the skin is well moisturised.  No dry shaving.  Edge Gel or Aveeno Therapeutic Shave Gel are effective hydrat-
ing shave cream.

Aim to have a 5 o’clock shadow immediately after shaving. Shave less frequently
Either use a single blade disposable razor, or use electric hair clippers or a razor with an attachment that leaves the 
cut hairs long.  Recommend Bump Fighter Razor.

Shave in the direction of the follicle, not against it. Do not stretch the skin. Take short strokes and do not shave back 
and forth over the same areas.

Beyond grooming habits,  medical management may be  required.  Clinicians at Skinworks Dermatology are experts 
in the treatment of PFB.  Management may consists of  topical antibiotics,  retinoids, creams to  minimize discolor-
ation and scarring, and creams that  slow hair growth ( Vaniqua) .  Peels and microdermabrasion  may be indicated 
to control  skin  discoloration.

Laser hair removal  is the only definitive treatment for PFB. Experts are available at Skinworks Dermatology
to discuss if  laser treatment is right  for you. We have lasers on site  and the experience  in treating skin of color.
Call today 212 807 1866 for an appointment.
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Gender Program and the work of the 
CARICOM Regional Statistics Program.

The CARICOM Council of Ministers 
comprise ministers responsible for CAR-
ICOM affairs in member states and is 
the second-highest organ of the Com-
munity.

The Council has primary responsibil-
ity for strategic planning and coordina-
tion of the Community, in accordance 
with the policy directions established by 
the regional leaders.

Jamaica
Two former leaders of the Moravi-

an Church in Jamaica were recently 
charged with indecent assault and car-
nal abuse.

The arrest of former 
Moravian president 
Paul Gardner and his 
deputy Jermaine Gibson 
followed the arrest of 
Rupert Clarke, and another Moravian 
minister, who is currently before the 
courts charged with alleged sexual mis-
conduct.

The two former leaders were charged 
following investigations by detectives 
from the Center for the Investigation of 
Sexual Offences and Child Abuse.

The law firm representing Gardner 
and Gibson said in a statement that 
their clients are of the opinion that the 
accusations are being done “out of sheer 
malice, with the intention of destroying 
their good name.”

It said the arrests are “based on vile, 
malicious and tenuous allegations” and 
“the available evidence is riddled with 
inconsistencies and is bereft of credibil-
ity, cogency or corroboration.”

Gardner resigned as Moravian Church 
president in the wake of the allega-
tions against Clarke, who was reportedly 
found by the police in “a comprising 
position” with a 15-year-old girl.

Haiti
More than 20 people 

were killed recently and 
several others injured 
when a bus carrying 64 
passengers overturned 
after it collided with a truck.

Police said the accident occurred at 
Morne La Crete, about 50 kilometers in 
the North West Haiti.

The National Ambulance Center of 
Haiti said 11 of those killed died at the 

scene and several of the wounded were 
taken to Gros Morne Hospital and to 
Gonaives.

Survivors of the crash said the bus 
was experiencing mechanical problems 
before the accident.

The unidentified driver, who survived 
the accident, is reported to have fled the 
scene of the first major accident of the year 
in the impoverished Caribbean country. 

Turks and Caicos Islands
The bodies of 12 Haitian migrants 

(eight males and four females) were 
recently found in the Turks and Caicos 
Islands (TCI).

Police found bodies ashore after 
receiving a call about people running 
into the bush in an isolated area off 
Providenciales.

Immigration and 
police officers were 
immediately dispatched 
to the area and the US 
Coast Guard was also 
asked to participate in an intensive 
search for survivors and other bodies.

The northwest point of Providen-
ciales, an isolated area with dense foli-
age, is very popular for Haitians’ who 
try to enter illegally on the island. It is 
remote from the southern island radar, 
which is used to detect undocumented 
migrants attempting to enter the ter-
ritorial waters of the TCI.

Trinidad
Six air freight courier 

companies operating 
in Trinidad and Tobago 
have been given permis-
sion by a High Court 
judge in Port of Spain, Trinidad to chal-
lenge the implementation of a seven 
percent Online Purchase Tax (OPT) 
imposed by the government in its 2016 
/ 2017 budget, which came into effect 
last October.

Justice Ricky Rahim granted leave to 
the companies to challenge the legal-
ity of the move without the companies 
being first consulted.

They are seeking to have the court 
declare that the implementation of the 
OPT by Finance Minister Colm Imbert 
and the Office of the Attorney General 
without their input was irrational, wholly 
unreasonable, disproportionate to any 
legitimate aim of the Minister of Finance 
and the AG’s Office and amounted to an 
irregular and improper exercise.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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HEBREW LANGUAGE  
ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 

GRADES K-8 | D ISTRICT 22

A p p l y  N O W  a t  w w w. h l a c h a r t e r s c h o o l . o r g  
A p p l i c a t i o n  D e a d l i n e :  A p r i l  1,  2 017  

L o t t e r y  D a t e :  A p r i l  5 ,  2 017

O P E N  H O U S E S  A N D  T O U R S  A V A I L A B L E

Why HLA Stands Out
Eighth Grade Trip to Israel
Local and Regional Service Learning Programs
Robotics Team and Competitive Math Teams
Middle School Reading Clubs
Middle School STEM Partnership Program
HLA is a New York State Rewards School

Approximately 85 seats 
available in Kindergarten. 
Limited seats available in 

Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

HLA is a free K-8 public school 
open to all students of all 

backgrounds!

2186 Mill Avenue,  
Brooklyn, NY 11234

718.377.7200  

www.hlacharterschool.org

Rooted in Our Community

INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249

www.brfcu.org

�

��

� �����	
��
18 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  $250,000 insurance on IRA 
accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 

of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1.65
APY*
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By Nelson A. King
When the United States entered 

World War II in December 1941, it 
faced a shortage of merchant mariners. 
With supplies in desperate needs over-
seas a massive sealift would require not 
only a huge fleet of cargo ships, but the 
seafarers to sail them. 

“This opened the door a bit to black 
mariners for a range of shipboard jobs. 
One of the most dramatic stories of 
this era involved shipmaster,” Vincen-
tian-born Hugh Mulzac, according to 
the United States Maritime Adminis-
tration (MARAD). 

Born in the St. Vincent Grenadine 
island of Union on March 26, 1886, Mulzac 
went to sea after high school, sailing on 
British vessels. 

Subsequently, he attended the Nau-
tical School in Swansea, in the United 
Kingdom, earning a mate’s license, said 
MARAD, adding that he sailed as a ship’s 
officer in World War I, and came to the 
United States, becoming a citizen in 1918.

By 1920, Mulzac passed the exami-
nation as a US shipmaster, but there 
were no shipboard berths available to a 
black captain. 

Although he held a master’s license, 
which qualified him to be a ship’s cap-
tain, he worked for the next 20 years 
mostly in the steward’s department of 
various shipping lines. This was the 
only shipboard work he could find, and 
he became an expert in food service 
management, according to MARAD.

With the outbreak of World War 
II, MARAD said Mulzac recognized 
an opportunity to use his license and 
command a vessel. 

At 56, MARAD said he was named 
master of the new Liberty ship Booker 
T. Washington , christened by legen-
dary opera singer Marian Anderson. 

Mulzac insisted on having an inte-
grated crew, not the all-black crew that 
had been planned. 

The US Maritime Commission 
relented, according to MARAD, and the 
Booker T. Washington made 22 round-
trip voyages with Mulzac at the helm. 

With the war’s end, MARAD said 
Mulzac found himself “on the beach,” 
again the victim of discrimination. 

The first Black 
US shipmaster

By Alexandra Simon
The State University of New York 

(SUNY) and the University of the West 
Indies (UWI) are uniting in a partner-
ship to create the SUNY-UWI Center 
for Leadership and Sustainable Devel-
opment. The center is aiming to pro-
vide services to underserved Caribbean 
communities offering educational and 
training programs to the Caribbean and 
its Diaspora locally and abroad, said the 
center’s director.

“The objective of the center is to 
ensure that Caribbean and small island 
developing state nationals maximize 
their potential and growth by giv-
ing them tools and training to fully 
access economic opportunities,” said 
Liz Thompson, executive director of 
the center.

The dual-institutional effort was 
formed late last year. One of the cent-
er’s goals is to even out racial dispari-
ties with opportunities often lacking 
within the Caribbean community, said 

Thompson.
“There is research which shows that 

Black populations, particularly Black 
men lag behind other ethnic groups in 
access to and attaining qualifications 
of tertiary education, which guarantees 
higher income levels,” she said. “In that 
regard, without appropriate education 
and skills, poverty and underdevelop-
ment can become and remain endem-
ic and widespread amongst Caribbean 
populations.”

Still in the early stages, so far the 
center has already honed in on their 
areas of focus.

“A board has been established and 
a number of sub-committees set up 
to deal with issues of finance, tech-
nology, academic programs, marketing 
and outreach and the establishment 
of a network of experts,” said Thomp-
son. “Focus has also been placed on 
the appointment of fellows and a think 
tank. Programs at the level of bachelor 
and master degrees and certificate and 

diploma courses are in the process of 
being designed. It has also been neces-
sary to reach out to the Caribbean dip-
lomatic corps, organizations of Carib-
bean nationals, and New York congress 
and state representatives to inform of 
the center’s presence.”

And even though the center is based 
in New York, Thompson said the results 
of the center will have a far reach 
beyond the city. 

“It is expected that the center will 
play a similar developmental role to 
that which it plays in the Caribbean,” 
she said. “The University of the West 
Indies acknowledges the contribution 
of Caribbean nationals to New York 
and US society and economy but wishes 
to equip all citizens for upward social 
mobility and to play a larger role in eco-
nomic growth.”

The center celebrates its official 
launch with a symposium on banking 
in the Caribbean, at The SUNY Global 
Center in Manhattan on Feb. 13.

University of West Indies partners with SUNY

By Dawn Plummer
At the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 

monthly business meeting held this past 
Monday morning, business did not go as 
usual at the overcrowded National grid, 
auditorium, Downtown Brooklyn. Five 
of Brooklyn’s Congressional representa-
tives four Democrats and one Republican 
took the stage for a special Congressional 
Forum. The intention of the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce for the morning 
was to discuss small businesses and new 
business developments in the Borough 
and how the travel ban against the seven 
majority Muslim countries could affect 
Brooklyn’s economy, but in the midst of 
the introduction of the US representa-
tives they learnt that anxiety is wreaking 
havoc in almost every community when 
angry residents started to interrupt the 
meeting.

The representatives were asked to 
introduce themselves and name areas 
in Brooklyn that they serve. This for-
mat ignites the start of the constant 
disruption when Congressman Daniel 
Donovan of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict was heckled and angry residents 
threw questions at him for voting for 
the Muslim travel ban. The resistance 
heightens and certain people in the audi-
ence raised posters depicting matters 
of concerns to the community that the 
Congressman argued against. Ques-
tions bombarded Donovan on almost 
every issue he attempted to address and 
hecklers were asked to leave the audito-
rium by the security if they continued 
their resistance. The Muslim ban was 
the center piece of the disruption, with 
Social Security, the Affordable Care Act, 
Medicare and Medicaid following. The 
audience wanted to know about gun 
control, equal rights and mental health 
as well. Chamber members along with 
the security forces had people taken out, 

however, that did not marginalized the 
disruption. 

Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez, 
of the 7th District stated that small busi-
nesses were important to the community 
but, “it is about human lives that are 
being disrupted and the ban is to create 
fear.  We need to fight against this ban,” 
she noted. With Brooklyn now consid-
ered the epitome, the Brooklyn Chamber 
leaders reached out for business discus-
sion, and although the conversations 
were directed along that way at times, the 
immigration ban on the seven Muslim 
countries would find its way back to the 
center of the conversation. 

Congressional Representatives, 
Hakeem Jeffries of the 8th District and 
Yvette Clarke of the 9th both of whom 
represent heavily Caribbean populations 
and immigrants of other countries dem-
onstrated distastefulness at the immigra-
tion ban. Congressman Jeffries said “it 
is an unconstitutional, unconscionable 
conduct and this is not the right way to 

go.” He continued by saying that there 
was a need for strong, comprehensive, 
immigration reforms, “but the ban is 
not the way to keep us safe.” Jeffries said 
the ban on Muslims from seven majority 
Muslim countries was inconsistent with 
the American belief.

Congresswoman Clarke, for her part, 
stated that the ban was an unfair order 
and one that will carry serious implica-
tions on the world. She said that Brook-
lyn’s tourism sector will be affected, “This 
could disrupt the world’s economy,” she 
noted “small businesses need tourism, 
but people will be afraid to travel if they 
are torn from their families.” In addition, 
Clarke noted that the ban would also 
affect foreign students and more so medi-
cal students. The congresswoman said 
also that the fight to hold on to immigra-
tion must continue and she hoped the 
ban would be ruled unconstitutional. 
In continuing her remarks, Congress-
woman Clarke called for people to unite 
for the development of the country.

Calls for halt on the ‘Muslim Travel Ban’ 

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce managers with Brooklyn’s Congressional 
Representatives on stage. From left, President & CEO, Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce, Andrew Hoan; Meredith Daniels, VP for Communications, 
Brooklyn Congressional Representatives, Yvette D. Clarke; Carolyn B. Ma-
loney; Daniel M. Donovan; Hakeem Jeffries and Nydia M. Velazquez. 
 Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

Vincentian-born Captain Hugh 
Mulza. https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.

php?curid=10041195



Caribbean Life, Feb. 10–Feb. 16, 2017 19  BQ

         ©2017 Success Academy Charter Schools.

Success starts with
taking a hands-on approach.
Our free, world-class schools allow students to thrive by providing opportunities 
for critical thinking, emotional development, and creative expression.

Apply Now at SuccessAcademies.org
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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(BPT) - For years, parents 
and pediatricians fretted over 
how much screen time was 
too much, especially for very 
young children. Many child 
health experts advised mini-
mal screen time for elemen-
tary-aged kids and none at all 
for children younger than 2. 
New research, a revised policy 
from the American Academy 
of Pediatrics (AAP), and the 
personal experience of millen-
nial parents who grew up in the 
digital age, have changed the 
way parents view screen time 
for youngsters.

“Research now shows us that 
not all screen time is equal,” 
says Barbara Peacock, manag-
ing director of School Zone 
Inc., a recognized leader in cre-

ating innovative multimedia 
learning tools to prepare chil-
dren for a lifelong love of edu-
cation who recently launched 
AnywhereTeacher.com, a “Dig-
ital Educational Playground” 
for kids 2-8. “Everyone agrees 
it’s important for children to 
maintain healthful levels of 
physical activity, but studies 
also show educational screen 
time can be an effective way 
to supplement children’s learn-
ing. As the American Academy 
of Pediatrics recently noted, 
‘the effects of media use are 
multi-factorial and depend on 
the type of media, the type of 
use, the amount and extent of 
use, and the characteristics of 
the individual child.”

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
                                  

             

(BPT) - The face of 
education in the United 
States is changing. Many 
of today’s universities are 
embracing digital tech-
nology to deliver instruc-
tion in ways not available 
to previous generations. 
We have seen the dig-
ital instruction methods 
evolve from the use of 
learning aides such as 
computers, digital pro-
jectors and DVD players 
to online learning, which 
allows students the flex-
ibility to tackle their 
coursework at a time and 
pace that works best for 
them.

Some advanced tech-
nologies can seamlessly 
link two or more class-
rooms for simultaneous 
instruction, ultimately 
expanding student access 
to courses and professors 
to participate together in 
one synchronous learning 
experience. An innovative 
classroom format can 

instill important virtual 
collaboration skills and 
encourage interaction 
with tools like remote 
wireless content sharing 
and two-way whiteboard 
displays, as are found 
in DeVry University’s 
extended classrooms.

Addressing the evolv-
ing needs of today’s stu-
dent

V i d e o - c o n n e c t e d 
classrooms are general-
ly equipped with voice-
activated motion cam-
eras, facial-recognition 
software, high-definition 
wide-screen monitors - 
complete with picture-
in-picture views, desktop 
cameras and interactive 
two-way touch-screen 
whiteboards. This tech-
nology is designed to help 
students learn and inter-
act with their fellow class-
mates no matter where 
they are taking the class.

DeVry also recently 
launched its new video 

connected classroom 
technology that seamless-
ly links 23 DeVry campus 
locations for simultaneous 
instruction - depending on 
the program, course and 
extended classroom avail-
ability. “Our students tell 
us they appreciate having 
a variety of courses avail-

able, and taught in ways 
that fit their schedules and 
preferences,” said Robert 
Paul, president of DeVry 
University. “The connect-
ed classroom technology 
allows students to have 
real-time visual interac-
tion with faculty and fel-
low classmates. These 

high-tech classrooms 
exemplify our investment 
in academic experiences 
that are collaborative yet 
personalized, with student 
engagement at the core.”

Preparing for a digital 
future

DeVry’s extended 
classrooms are just one 

example of technological 
innovations taking place 
in the classroom setting. 
Over the next year, the 
university plans to invest 
heavily in technology 
to enhance the student 
experience by offering 
these additional on-cam-
pus capabilities:

* Tech playgrounds at 
select campus locations 
throughout the country, 
putting students in touch 
with innovative technol-
ogy in imaginative set-
tings.

* Hardware and soft-
ware upgrades, including 
adding thousands of new 
computers in campuses 
nationwide, to revitalize 
existing desktop stations 
and network labs.

* Internet bandwidth 
increases to improve 
wireless capabilities and 
provide a faster, more 
seamless learning expe-
rience.

Advancements in college education happening digitally

Experts:  Digital education may help kids learn

Continued on Page 23
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Brownsville | Bushwick | Canarsie | East Flatbush

TUITION-FREE AND OPEN TO ALL

in the heart of Brooklyn
 

Applications due April 3
ascendlearning.org/enroll

An extraordinary education
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I BELIEVE. I CAN. I WILL.
BELA’s mission is to empower each 
young woman to be the best version 
of herself. Through a rigorous college 
preparatory curriculum, service learn-
ing initiatives, and a commitment to 
cultivating a spirit of ownership within 
each young woman, BELA students 
will attend and graduate from college.

Small and supportive community 
100% College Success 

1:1 Technology - ONE laptop for every 
ONE student  

STEAM Program - Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art design, and Mathemat-
ics through project based learning ap-
proach 

International Baccalaureate Advanced 
Studies Program 

OPENING IN 
Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn 

125 Stuyvesant Avenue 

Accepting applications for Grade 9 

Apply online at www.belahs.org
 

For more information: info@belahs.org 
347-491-0466 | 347-491-8320

Application deadline is April 3, 2017

BELA’S COMMITMENT TO OUR FAMILIES: 

New understanding
The AAP and other child health 

experts have long counseled parents 
against allowing very young children to 
have much screen time. However, the 
AAP recently revised its stance, citing 
“evidence regarding health media use 
(that) does not support a one-size-fits-
all approach” to media use by children.

Rather than keeping young children 
off devices entirely, the AAP now advis-
es parents to develop a Family Media 
Use Plan that takes into account chil-
dren’s developmental stages, and uses 
that information to create an appropri-
ate and individual balance for media 
usage by each child. The AAP encour-
ages parents to establish boundaries 
for how and when children may use 
digital devices, ensure they understand 
the importance of not sharing personal 
information online, and openly talk 
with children about media use.

In revising its recommendation, 
the AAP looked to a growing body 
of research that shows digital media 
use can help facilitate learning. Writ-
ing in the Hechinger Report, a highly 
regarded watchdog media outlet that 
covers inequality and innovation in 
education, Lisa Guernsey, director of 
New America’s early education initia-
tive, and Michael H. Levine, found-
ing director of the Joan Ganz Cooney 
Center, a nonprofit literacy and digital 
media research organization, explained 
the shift in thinking.

“Literacy rates and toddlers’ media use 
may seem unrelated, but they are inex-
tricably tied,” the co-authors noted. “The 
important connections between media 
and reading must be brought to light in 
schools, households, and in the public’s 
imagination ... children at very young 
ages can gain important skills in literacy 
and language development if the content 
on the screen is designed for learning 
and if they have a parent or educator 
who talks with them about what they are 
doing and seeing.”

Making media work for learning
Parental involvement in media use 

is the key difference between program-
ming that benefits children’s education-
al development, and valueless screen 
time, research shows.

The National Head Start Association 
recently stressed that “family engage-
ment is integral” to successful learn-
ing. The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education agreed in a joint 
policy statement issued in May 2015: 
“Families are children’s first and most 
important teachers, advocates and nur-
turers,” the statement said, calling fam-
ily involvement in kids’ education “criti-
cal” to their long-term success.

Busy tech-savvy parents recognize 
how easy technology can make it to 
access high-quality supplemental learn-
ing tools for their children, but finding 
a trusted source of curated content 
is not always easy. Speaking to her 
company’s newly launched site, Peacock 
comments, “AnywhereTeacher.com fea-
tures content that has been developed 
exclusively by School Zone based on 
decades of research and broad-based 
experience working with educators, dat-
ing back almost 40 years when our 
founders, James Hoffman, Ed.D and his 
wife Joan, MA, recognized the need for 
at-home learning materials.” The sub-
scription-based AnywhereTeacher.com 
is an easy to navigate site for youngsters 
that combines the power of video with 
traditional learning tools such as flash 
cards, games, interactive worksheets 
and printable activities. Original epi-
sodic programming like Charlie & Com-
pany engages children with educational 
messages in a fun, familiar way.

The service, which starts at just 
$6.99 per month, allows parents to 
manage their children’s activities and 
view their progress, creating an oppor-
tunity to talk about learning goals and 
improvement. The service is compat-
ible with most devices and you can buy 
a subscription through iTunes, Google 
Play or PayPal to gain access from 
any device. There’s no limit on the 
number of devices families can simul-
taneously use to access the site. Visit 
AnywhereTeacher.com to learn more.

Experts agree digital education 
may help young kids learn

Continued from page 21 

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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An International Baalaureate
(IB) Candidate School

1400 Linden Blvd. Brooklyn, NY 11212
718-683-3300

“Where Children And Success Are Synonymous.”

OPEN ENROLLMENT 2017

 
Applications are now available at www.culturalartsacademy.org 

 
DEADLINE APRIL 2, 2017 

LOTTERY APRIL 5, 2017 
 

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR

KINDERGARTEN AND 6TH GRADE
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY of NEW YORK 
MANHATTAN EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY CENTER 
THE

MAN
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE CAREER TRAINING PROGRAMS 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
Electronic Health Records 

Join Us 
on 

Tuesdays at 10AM or 6PM  
 
 
 
 

For eligibility on FREE programs, visit 
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/meoc 

admissions@man.eoc.cuny.edu 
 

163 West 125th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10027 

212.961.4400 

Administered by Borough of Manhattan Community College/CUNY 

The Manhattan Educa-
tional Opportunity Cen-
ter (MEOC) is celebrating 
50 years of providing aca-
demic and work-force devel-
opment services to eligible 
New Yorkers.

Funded by the State 
University of New York 
(SUNY) and administered 
by the Borough of Manhat-
tan Community College 
(BMCC/CUNY), the MEOC 
offers tuition-free academic 
programs to adult learn-
ers, including English for 
Speakers of Other Lan-
guages, High School Equiv-
alency Preparation and Col-
lege Prep.

Students at the MEOC can 
also choose career training 
in Certifi ed Microsoft® Of-
fi ce, Security Offi cer Train-
ing and Civil Service Exam 
Prep. For those interested 
in the healthcare industry, 
the MEOC offers Electronic 
Health Records and Certi-
fi ed Nursing Assistant train-
ing programs. “Our goal is to 

move our students towards 
self-suffi ciency,” says MEOC 
Executive Director Anthony 
Watson. “Our programs are 
not only changing the lives 
of the individual student, 
but also the lives of their 
families.”

As workforce trends of 
New York City have evolved 
for the last 50 years, the 
MEOC has adapted its pro-
grams and trainings.

The MEOC’s newest 

initiative, the Hospitality 
Training Program, begins 
in Fall 2016. This program 
will prepare individuals for 
certifications from the Na-
tional Restaurant Associa-
tion Educational Founda-
tion (NRAEF), giving them 
an edge over other job seek-
ers as they pursue careers 
in the hospitality, restau-
rant and hotel industries.

Students at the MEOC 
also build their employ-

ability by working with 
Employment Specialists on 
resume writing, interview 
skills and workplace com-
munication. They benefit 
from one-on-one counsel-
ing, financial aid applica-
tion assistance and college 
campus tours.

“Our goal is to prepare in-
dividuals for stable careers, 
and to develop industry 
partners who look to us for 
qualified employees,” says 

Watson. “The sky’s the limit 
for our students and we will 
continue to help them reach 
their highest potential ev-
ery step of the way.”

The Sky’s the Limit: 50 Years of Improving Lives Through Education and Training

The State University of New York
Manhattan Educational Opportunity Center

Become an MEOC Student.
Contact Us Today.
163 West 125th Street
15th Floor, New York, NY 10027
(212) 961-4400
admissions@man.eoc.cuny.edu
www.bmcc.cuny.edu/meoc
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Invictus Preparatory Charter School 
370 Fountain Avenue, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11208  (718) 235-1682 

Inte ity – C rage – Excellence – Det minati  

OUR Missi

SCHOOL Profile

SCHOOL C munity

ADMISSION

Invictus Prep exists to empower scholars with the academic and ethical 
foundations necessary for excellence in high school, college, and life. 

Invictus Prep is a free, public charter school located in East New York. The 
school was founded in 2011 with the goal of providing a rigorous, college prep 

curriculum to scholars in a safe and supportive environment. Character 
development is central to our educational approach. 

We welcome scholars in grades 5 through 8. Invictus Prep accommodates  
English Language Learners and students with special needs. 

Invictus Prep admits all of its students through a blind lottery. There are no 
admissions requirements or examinations. Please visit our website to apply. 

www.invictusprep.org 

(BPT) - When you consider the “offi-
cial” high school dropout rate in the U.S., 
it might not seem so bad at first; 6.5 per-
cent of young people 16-24 years old have 
dropped out, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics. However, 
you don’t have to look much closer to real-
ize how very bad that number actually is. 
Or, to recognize that finding a solution is 
critical for the future of not only students 
who’ve left school, but of the country as 
well.

That seemingly “low” dropout rate 
equates to more than 1.2 million students 
who leave high school without finishing 
every year, according to DoSomething.org. 
To put it another way, that’s 7,000 drop-
outs a day - one student every 26 seconds. 
And that “low” rate establishes the United 
States as 22nd out of 27 developed coun-
tries in terms of graduation rates.

“In the most prosperous country in the 
world, we should be striving for a zero 
dropout rate,” says Larry Powell, retired 
superintendent of Fresno County Office of 
Education in California. “The key to ensur-
ing every student graduates is to change the 
tactics the system is using to keep kids in 
school or get them back if they’ve dropped 
out. We need to address the issues that impel 
kids to leave school in the first place.”

What’s driving the dropout rate?
Elizabeth Jaimes found out she was 

pregnant in her freshman year of high 
school. She didn’t want to leave school in 
her sophomore year, but felt overwhelmed 
being a 15-year-old mother with a full-
time class schedule. Elizabeth’s situation 
is emblematic of a common issue that 
compels young people to leave school: 
unplanned pregnancy.

According to a report published in SAGE 
by researchers from Texas A&M University 
and the Michigan Department of Educa-
tion, pregnancy is one of the top family-
related reasons for dropping out. Other 
family-related reasons include having to 
support their family or take care of a family 
member. School-related reasons for drop-
ping out include missing too many school 
days, failing grades and not being able to 
keep up with the schoolwork.

Those reasons are very different from 
the ones students cited decades ago, when 
researchers first began tracking the fac-
tors that contributed to the dropout rate. 
For example, in 1955, the leading causes 
of dropping out were marriage, a desire 
to work and dislike of school, according to 
the report, “Understanding Why Students 
Drop Out of High School, According to 
Their Own Reports.”

Researchers differentiate dropout causes 
as “pull” and “push” factors. When students 
feel they can’t manage something within 
the school environment, they’re “pushed” 
out of school. When factors from the stu-
dent’s personal life - such as childbirth or 
family needs - cause challenges, the stu-
dent is “pulled out” of school.

“Successfully affecting the dropout rate 
requires a system that address both pull 
and push factors,” Powell says.

Solvable situations
In order for Elizabeth to be able to 

return to school, she required help in 
addressing basic needs for herself and her 
infant daughter. Luckily, she lived near a 
Learn4Life center, one of 70 resource cent-
ers the nonprofit organization operates in 
California. The program helped Elizabeth 
learn on her own schedule, at her own 
pace, so she could manage being a mother 
and a student. She graduated in 2015 and is 
now pursuing a degree in nursing.

Learn4Life’s approach focuses on serv-
ing the most credit-deficient population 
by supporting the whole student with non-
academic services like housing assistance, 
food, child care and more. Learn4Life oper-
ates under California’s Alternative Schools 
Accountability Model program (ASAM) 
along with over 1,000 other district, coun-
ty and juvenile programs designed to offer 
credit recovery to the most disadvantaged 
students in the state.

Academically, the program centers 
on one-on-one instruction in a rigorous 
curriculum. Students work at their own 
pace, which allows them the flexibility to 
accommodate both life and educational 
needs. They advance in the program only 
when they’ve demonstrated their thorough 
understanding of subject matter. Intense 
instruction in life and professional skills, 
such as communication and interviewing, 
and hard skills like proficiency in com-
monly used software applications, aim to 
prepare students for personal and profes-
sional life after graduation.

To date, Learn4Life averages an 88 per-
cent success rate, with approximately 33 
percent of its students returning to their 
school district, and 55 percent graduating 
or remaining enrolled at Learn4Life in pur-
suit of a high school diploma.

“Learn4Life is breaking ground and 
making a difference with this program, but 
it doesn’t have to be unique,” Powell says. 
“This type of program could be replicated 
across the country to help ensure every 
child can get a high school diploma.” To 
learn more or to find a Learn4Life center in 
California, visit learnfourlife.org.

Winning the fight against dropout rates
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

800-939-6881
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof 

of tax return.See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/10/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934$3,995! CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

$15,000
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
15k miles, Stk#9724

$9,000
'07 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#25770, 2k mi.

$13,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000
'14 NISSAN MURANO

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$15,000

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,000BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#28083
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29481

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
52k miles, Stk#25124

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#26411

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN VERSA
BUY 
FOR:

11k miles, Stk#22078

$8,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998

'12 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#22150

$16,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 ACURA ILX

Stk#15579, 19k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#15712, 8k mi.

$8,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. ^Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 
must show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 2/10/2017. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.
MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND 

AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE.^
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JJJOJOJAJAJJOJOORORJOJOOR OR OROR WWWOWOWOWOOROROOWOWOORORRLRLOORORRLRLLDLRLRLLD D LDLD WWWIWIWIWIWILWILWIWIILILLLLILILLL L LLLL DDDODODODOOUOUOOOODODOOUOUUBUBOUOUUBUBBLBLUBUBBLBLLELLBLBLLE E LELEL YYYOYOYOYOOUOUOYOYOYOYOOUOUURUROUOUUR UR RURUR TATATATATAXTAXAXAXTATAX X AXAX RRREREFFFFFUEEFFUUNNNNUUUUREREEFEFREREEFEFFUFUEFEFFUFUUNUNUFUFUUNUNNDNDUNUNNDNDNDND

AAAAAAAAMMAAAMMOOOOUOOUUUUNNUUNNNTNT TTTOOOOWOOWAOWWAAAWWWAARRAAARDDRRR TTTTHHTHHHHEEHHE PPPPPPUUPUUURUURRCRCCCHCHAHHHASAASSSES OOOOOFFFFFFF A VVVEEHEEEHHHHIICCCCLCLLLL

AA MAAAMAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAMAAAA OMOMO NNOUOU TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT TUNUNOO NN TUUNTNT OTTTOTOWAOWOWWAWAOO AA D ARARRR TRDRDDD TT E THTHHH PPPHEHE PP
O

PUPUOO URURWW RCRCUURR HACHCHA HHHAHACC AA OE ASASSESEPP ASAS AFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF AOO
R

AOFOFCC A AA AAOO VRR AA VVVEVECC EHEHHHCR AHASASSES VVFO
MMMOMOMMMMMMOOOUOUOOOOUUUNUNNUUUUNNNT NTNNNNTTTTTTTTTTTTT TTTTTOTOTTTTOOOWAOWAOOOOWAWAWAWAWWAWAAARARAAAARRRDRDRRRRD TTTTTHTHTTTHTHHHHEHEHE PPPPPPPPPPPPPUPUPPPP RCUUURURRRUUUU CCHRRRCRCRRRR HHACCCHACHCCCCHCCCC AASHAHAHAAHAHHH SSEAAASASAAAAA EESSSESESSSS OOOFE OOFFOOOFOFOOOO AAAFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAF AF AF AVVEVVEHVVVEVEEEVVVEVEHIEEEHEHHHEEEEHIHIICICCLCLLELECC ELCCICHIHIIIHHHHCCLIIICICCHIHIII LLCCCLCLCCCCLCCCC EELLLELELLLL

SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

$11,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#25503

‘13 ACURA TL

Stk#29003, 37k mi.

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,000
'16 HONDA CIVIC

21k miles, Stk#30974

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
34k miles, Stk#25637

$9,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,000BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#18692

$10,000
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

3k miles, Stk#25543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$25,000
'14 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

1 mile, Stk#31343

$24,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘16 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#28207, 8k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$39,000
'16 BMW X5

11k miles, Stk#30736

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,000
'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

24k miles, Stk#24152

'13 MERCEDES C-CLASS
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of
Finance

Department of
Environmental Protection

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
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LEGAL NOTICE

African-American and Latino individuals who are or 
were employed as New York City public school teachers 

and who failed the Liberal Arts and Sciences Test 
for the first time after February 13, 2004, 
may be eligible for money and other relief

A Federal court ruled that the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) (formerly the
Board of Education) discriminated against African-American and Latino teachers who either lost
or were denied a permanent teaching appointment as a result of failing an administration of 
the Liberal Arts and Sciences Test (“LAST”) after February 13, 2004. 

The Court certified an amended class of plaintiffs for monetary and other individual relief, such
as restoration of in-system seniority (the “Class”). 

You have a choice to either stay in the Class or not, but you must decide this now.
You may choose to remain in the class and be represented by Class Counsel.

You will be entitled to share in any settlement or recovery on behalf of the Class. You
will be legally bound by all orders and judgments of the Court and will not be able to file
a separate lawsuit for the same conduct alleged in this case.

You can remain in the Class and hire your own counsel at your expense.  
At this time you are represented by the Class Counsel. 

You may ask to be excluded from the Class, in which case you will not be
entitled to share in any settlement or recovery obtained on behalf of the Class, but you
will have the right to file your own suit for monetary relief.

To exclude yourself from the Class you must send a letter postmarked no later than April 30,
2017, with your (i) name, (ii) address, (iii) telephone number, (iv) signature, and (v) say you 
want to be excluded from Gulino v. BOE. Send the letter to Gulino v. Board of Education, 
PO Box 9000 #6543, Merrick, NY 11566-9000.   

If you choose to remain in the Class, you must submit a claim form in order to be eligible for
monetary and other individual relief. 

To get a claim form or if you have questions about this case, you may contact The Garden City

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT OR THE CLERK’S OFFICE TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION
OR ADVICE. 

and told Mayor Holland 
that he looked forward to 
partnering with Linden 
for a lasting relationship.

Mayor Holland, who was 
recently elected to serve 
the more than 400,000 
residents of the mining 
town on the Demerara 
River, met with Mayor Bar-
aka in New Jersey ahead 
of the Brooklyn town hall 
meeting, for investments 
and business expansion to 
stimulate job creation and 
social transformation for 
economic visibility.

It is hoped that the 
town of Linden would 
experience the same eco-
nomic growth, Newark 
achieved under the lead-
ership of Mayor Baraka. 
As such, Mayor Holland 
is confident a partnership 
and international coop-
eration of the towns will 
become an important tool 
for development.

Some of the pivot-
al areas discussed, were 
empowering youth with 
skills training and incen-
tives for entrepreneurship 

and the revival of small 
business in both urban 
and rural communities.

Student and athlete 
exchanges, port develop-
ment, buildings, inter-
university exchanges and 
developing a university 
center in Linden, as well 
building Linden’s hotel 
industry and health pro-
grams were much needed 
initiatives to move the 
town forward. 

District Leader 58 AD, 
Cory Provost, also applaud-
ed the twinning of the cit-
ies and commended Mayor 
Holland for the initiative.

Accompanied by 
Linden Town Council 
Member, Nikeza Noel, 
and CEO, Linden Enter-
prise Network, Tandika 
Miller, Mayor Holland laid 
out an ambitious plan to 
stimulate the economy in 
Linden, through public 
infrastructural programs 
and local and foreign pri-
vate investment.

Mayor Holland thanked 
the Diaspora for remittanc-
es sent over the years, which 
he said, helped unemployed 
citizens, who suffer hard-

ships, due to the lack of jobs 
and years of neglect, due to 
marginalization.

His encouraged profes-
sional Guyanese, in engi-
neering, education, health-
care and other areas, to 
share their skills and knowl-
edge to restore Linden back 
to its glory days.

“We look forward to 
support from expatri-
ates so that we can build 
Linden,” he said while 
praising President David 
Granger for his efforts to 
restore the town, with the 
diaspora’s involvement.

Quoting President 
Granger as saying that 
“expatriates could share 
their knowledge and ability 
with Linden,” Mayor Hol-
land added that Linden’s 
twinning with Newark is a 
critical aspect to the town’s 
recovery, and beneficial to 
both municipalities.

During a Q&A session, 
concerns were raised about 
safety on the Linden High-
way that lacks adequate 
lighting, and improved 
roads, the reason for 
countless accidents and 
loss of life.

Continued from page 12 

Linden town finds a twin
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 
718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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Win 4 VIP Seats
 to National Dance Theatre 
Company of Jamaica 

 To enter go to
 Caribbeanlifenews.com/NDTC

 Saturday, March 18th 
 at 8:00 pm 
 and Sunday, March 19th 
 at 3:00 pm

BrooklynCenter.org
Box Offi ce: 718-951-4500

Whitman Theatre 
at Brooklyn College

Celebrating their 55th Anniversary, their much-
anticipated return to Brooklyn Center will feature 
two programs combining evocative new works 
with favorites from their extensive repertoire. 

Contest ends February 28th

Is the offi cial Airline Sponsor
of NDTC’s 2017 Brooklyn residency
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JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK TAKE-OUT

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTERS

3 $39F
O
R

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
JORDAN’S
 LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$24+ Tax

ALL INCLUDE COLE SLAW, FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
COMPLETE MENU ONLINE WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

TWIN LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$44+ Tax

COCONUT 
SHRIMP PLATTER

$20+ Tax

GARLIC 
CRAB PLATTER

$22+ Tax

Valentine’s Day Specials

1 1/4 LB. 
EACH

Time For A Change?

Universal Training Institute

www.universaluti.com

174 Jefferson Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861

 Fully Accredited
 Job Placement Programs
 Approved by Dept. of Labor & NJ Dept. of Health
 Full & Part Time Programs Available
 Practical Nurse’s Program
 Certifi ed Nurse’s Aid

Enrolling Now

Financial Aid Available
732-826-0155
Next LPN Classes Start: Day Class: February 27th, 2017 – REGISTER NOW

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. Jan. 21st, 2017 from 9am - 2pm
Class begins Feb. 27th 2017 day session
Kindly call or register online.
2017 is time to jump start your career.
Don’t delay as seating is limited.
We welcome your presence.

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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By Amun
On Saturday, Feb. 4 Asase Yaa 

African American Dance Theater cel-
ebrated its 16th anniversary by per-
forming a ballet, “Ghana: The Place 
Where the Chief Sleeps” to a full 
house at Symphony Space. 

The company’s name Asase Yaa 
is Twi, an indigenous Ghanaian lan-
guage meaning “Mother Earth.” The 
ballet they performed “Ghana” is 
an original ballet by the company’s 
Artistic Director Yao Ababio. The 
Ghana depicted is the ancient African 

Kingdom of Ghana, which included 
a larger landmass than the current 
West African nation of Ghana, and 
included several ethnic groups. 

This was a very special concert for 
Asase Yaa, and its members were up 
to serious business. The dancers were 
on their “A” game, and their move-
ments were fluid and precise. The 
drummers played extremely weel and 
were engaging throughout the per-
formance. They fused polyrhythms 
from Ghana, Guinea, Senegal, Cuba, 
and original rhythms and beats from 

the company, itself. 
The audience was enthralled from 

the first dance movement and drum 
beats. Throughout the concert the 
audience members were audible par-
ticipants. At times, they were on their 
feet cheering and dancing in place. It 
was an amazing night of high energy, 
fine dancing, and drumming, and 
audience enjoyment.

The ballet was in two acts with 
an intermission. The ballet evolves 
around the high priestess represent-

Asase Yaa dance group celebrates its 16th anniversary

Members of the Asase Yaa African American Dance Theater performing at the Symphony Space on Feb. 
04, 2017.  Photo by Amun

Continued on Page 36

Her unique sound straddles the fence 
between Spoken Word, Jazz, Hip-Hop 
and Soul, as her music brings together 
a generation or two. Sista Zock, is a 
Renaissance woman in the truest form 
and on Thursday, Feb. 16, 2017 Roz 
Nixon Entertainment will present the 
CD release party at Gin Fizz in Harlem.

“Zock Solid, Where the Stem meets 
the Root,” is an exciting new compila-
tion that Sister Zock has dedicated to 
fallen soldiers, who have sacrificed their 
lives for the betterment of others and 
for the victims of senseless killings and 
to those who are ahead of their time 
as well as those whose time has yet to 
come.

This new release also features Abio-
dun Oyowele of the legendary “Last 
Poets.” Listeners are remined of their 

By Alexandra Simon
A documentary film highlighting 

black and brown British youth and their 
fight for social justice in the United 
Kingdom is set to screen at BAM Rose 
Cinemas on Feb. 22.

“Generation Revolution” follows five 
British youths and their personal sto-
ries being a part of a social movement 
in their country. London-based Grena-
dian filmmaker Cassie Quarless and 
radical filmmaker Usayd Younis are 
bringing the 2016 released film sta-

Sista Zock to 
release CD

Social justice 
docu for BAM

The generation of revolutionaries: A 
still from the fi lm “Generation Revo-
lution” shows young activists at a 
protest in London. Generation Revolution

Continued on Page 36
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Bad Things
Machine Gun Kelly x Camila Cabello

Scars To Your Beautiful
Alessia Cara

Closer
The Chainsmokers Feat. Halsey

Don’t Wanna Know
Maroon 5 Feat. Kendrick Lamar

Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

Side To Side
Ariana Grande Feat. Nicki Minaj

Let Me Love You
DJ Snake Feat. Justin Bieber

Love On The Brain
Rihanna

24K Magic
Bruno Mars

Fake Love
Drake

The Search For Everything: Wave One (EP)

John Mayer

AFI (The Blood Album)
AFI

Vessels
Starset

La La Land
Soundtrack

The Last Text EP
Jacob Sartorius

Trolls
Soundtrack

Fenix
Nicky Jam

Moana
Soundtrack

Us
Bryan Lanning

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Presented by

wireless

Hamilton: Am American Musical
Original Broadway Cast

teside to somewhat introduce 
American viewers to liberation 
movements and hope it shines 
light on issues which are simi-
lar to those in United Kingdom 
and United States.

“Part of the reason we’re 
coming to the United States 
is because a lot of the issues 
young people of color are 
addressing that are explored 
in film — affect a lot of people 
on a global scale,” said Younis. 
“Even with gentrification – a 
lot of places people have his-
torically lived, or where their 
parents lived are being gentri-
fied. There are parts of London 
where you can’t live where you 
grew up, and it’s the same in 
New York City.” 

The duo was inspired to 
work on the film after witness-
ing the energy in the protests 
in London that followed after-
math of extra-judicial killings 
in the U.S.

“I think that the future for 
black and brown activism in 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States is very bright. We 
were really astounded by the 
turnout for the Black Lives Mat-
ter protests after the killings 
of Alton Sterling and Philando 
Castile in the United States,” 
said Quarless. “So many people 
were out calling for justice not 

just as a matter of solidarity for 
black people in the states, but 
as something that we acknowl-
edge is severely lacking here. It 
was great to see people making 
those connections and shout-
ing about the global nature 
of white supremacy and anti-
blackness”

And they also wanted to 
challenge harmful portrayals 
of black and brown communi-
ties in Britain, Younis said.

“We were interested in doing 
a challenging piece about the 
young black and brown popula-
tion here in the United King-
dom,” said Younis. “We’re so 
used to hearing negative sto-
ries about young black and 
brown people in this country; 
from riotous teens to adopt-
ing a gang culture. Most of the 
depictions we see reinforce ster-
eotypes that are extremely one-
dimensional or simply untrue.”

ing Asase Yaa (mother goddess 
earth). She was in control of 
all animals and the four ele-
ments: earth, water, fire and 
wind. With her were the two 
spirits representing, the bal-
ance of mankind, the male 
and female initiates. The high 
priestess groomed and taught 
the ways of the world to a 
young boy, who was to become 
a great chief. The female initi-
ate tried to usurp the powers 
of the high priestess, but was 
chastised and put in her place. 
Later, scavengers invade the 
shine of the four elements, and 
with the aid of the female initi-
ate strip the high priestess of 
her power. She is rescued by 
the male initiate and brought 
to the chief, who as a child was 
the young boy groomed by the 
high priestess. He assists her in 

regaining her power, and order 
is restored.

Asase Yaa members are 
basically from Brooklyn and 
Queens. The company started 
in 2001. Many of the members 
had been performing together 
for years and collectively they 
felt that they had something 

different to offer in African 
dance. Their first performance 
was at the International Afri-
can Arts Festival. Since then, 
they have gone on to establish 
a strong company of dancers 
and drummers, and establish a 
dance school located in Brook-
lyn. The Executive Director 

is Kofi Osei Williams and the 
Artistic Director of the School 
of the Art is Zakiya Harris.

Asase Yaa has been selected 
to participate in DanceAfrica 
2017, and will be performing 
with Forces of Nature, and one 
other company in this year’s 
festival. 

DANCE 
GHANA

Continued from page 35 

Co-director of the docu-
mentary, Usayd Younis, fi lm-
ing on set at a protest for the 
fi lm. Generation Revolution

Revolution
Continued from page 35 

universal revolutionary 
impact as each song reflects 
Zock’s life as a “Black Girl” 
in America. Sista Zock says, 
“many of these songs have 
been living inside of me wait-
ing to be born to free my 
Spirit. They have been eating 
me up alive like a secret wait-
ing to be told. They are jour-
nal entries, tributes, songs of 
expectation and ways out of 
depression and hopelessness.” 

As an arranger, producer and 
performing artist, Zock’s unique, 
creative, all-encompassing 
sound keeps her audience groov-
ing to her contagious beat.

Zock was a childhood word-
smith who grew up to be a 
diverse, articulate poet, com-
poser, arranger and producer. 

The daughter of Harlemites, 
she was born and raised in Mt. 
Vernon, New York where her 
parents instilled the impor-
tance of the performing arts 
which resulted in her brilliant 
versatility and style. 

She has the ability to com-
bined all of her talents into 
her performance and has 
worked alongside Ben Vereen, 
Gregory Porter, Erykah Badu, 
Amiri Baraka and Doug E. 
Fresh and now she is an art-
ist whose time has come. On 
Feb. 16 at Ginn Fizz (308 Mal-
colm X Blvd. NY) Zock and 
her band (Kelvyn Bell - guitar, 
Russell Carter - drums, Red 
Doumbe - bass, Sharif Kales - 
trumpet) with their neo-soul 
rhythms will rock the house 
from 7-11 pm. For reserva-
tions, call 646 -373 3690.

CD release party
Continued from page 35 

Asase Yaa African American Dance Theater celebrates its 16th anniversary with “Ghana: 
The Place Where the Chief Sleeps.” Photo by Amun

Sista Zock performs with her band.
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A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

RITA ORA VICTOR RASUKLUKE GRIMES WITH KIM BASINGER
AND MARCIA GAY HARDEN DANNY ELFMAN

E L JAMES JAMES FOLEYNIALL LEONARD

IN ASSOCIATION WITH PERFECT WORLD PICTURESUNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS
“FIFTY SHADES DARKER” DAKOTA JOHNSON JAMIE DORNAN ERIC JOHNSON

A MICHAEL DE LUCA PRODUCTION A  JAMES FOLEY FILM

E L JAMES p.g.a. DANA BRUNETTI p.g.a. MARCUS VISCIDI p.g.a.MICHAEL DE LUCA p.g.a.

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES STARTS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR  
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

By Kam Williams
Not since the campy TV-

sitcom back in the Sixties has 
Batman been so successfully 
lampooned. Now, the much-
beloved superhero again proves 
perfect fodder for parody in a 
madcap, animated adventure 
with a terribly-short attention 
span. 

More concerned with jokes 
than plot development, this 
irreverent spoof is relentless 
in its rush to find the next 
punch line. Fortunately, the 
picture never disappoints in 
that endeavor, whether the 
laughs be generated by clever 
quips, silly sight gags or allu-
sions to earlier incarnations of 
the enduring franchise.

For example, right before 

confronting a couple of vil-
lains, Batman (Will Arnett) 
informs Robin (Michael Cera) 
that, “We’re going to punch 
these guys so hard that words 
are going to magically appear 
out of thin air.” That’s a thin-

ly-veiled reference to the car-
toon bubbles (a la “Crack!” and 
“Pow!”) that would appear on 
the screen during fist fights on 
the old television series. 

And it’s not just the TV Bat-
man that gets knocked off a 

pedestal, here. For, every big 
screen version of The Caped 
Crusader is fair game in the 
eyes of Chris McKay, who 
makes a remarkable, feature 
film directorial debut with this 
frenetically-paced farce. 

The picture does have a 
premise, though it does read 
like a stock Batman storyline. 
At the point of departure, we 
learn that The Joker (Zach Gal-
ifianakis) is hatching a plan 
to level Gotham City with the 
help of a host of infamous 
supervillains. In turn, Batman 
enlists the assistance of Robin 
(Michael Cera), Batgirl (Rosario 
Dawson) and his loyal manserv-
ant, Alfred (Ralph Fiennes).

However, before the typi-
cal tussle between these long-
standing archenemies, we’re 
treated to an emotionally-
charged exchange in which 
The Joker demands Batman 
finally commit to their adver-
sarial relationship of 78 years 
by uttering, “I hate you.” When 
that phrase isn’t forthcoming, 
The Clown Prince of Crime 
vindictively responds with 
“I’m done, and on the way out 
I’m going to blow up Gotham 
City.”

The ensuing mix of mirth and 
mayhem is so mesmerizing, it’s 
easy to forget you’re watching 
LEGO figures. More fun than 
a barrel of monkeys, not that 
anybody still gets a kick out of 
watching primates at play.

“The LEGO Batman 
Movie”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG for action and 
rude humor
Running time: 90 min-
utes
Distributor: Warner 
Brothers Pictures

It’s The Caped Crusader vs. The Joker

In the irreverent spirit of fun that made “The LEGO (R) Movie” a worldwide phenomenon, 
the self-described leading man of that ensemble - LEGO Batman - stars in his own big-
screen adventure: “The LEGO (R) Batman Movie.” www.rottentomatoes.com
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Gas safety starts at home. So make sure your burners are 
turned off when you’re not using them. Always store 
combustible items far away from those appliances. Don’t 
step, sit, lean or place any objects on gas pipes or equipment. 
And, if you do smell gas (think: rotten eggs), leave the 
area immediately and then call 911 or 1-800-75-CONED 
(1-800-752-6633). If you like, you can even report it 
anonymously. Gas safety involves everyone. To do your 
part, read all our tips at conEd.com/GasSafety.
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By Steve Megargee
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (AP) — 

Jordan Morris ended the U.S. scoring 
drought, gave Bruce Arena his first 
national team win in more than a 
decade and put himself in a position 
to make the roster for games that 
count.

Morris scored in the 59th minute, 
and the United States beat Jamaica 
1-0 in an exhibition Friday night to 
give Arena the first win of his second 
stint as national team coach.

“Jordan Morris has made a state-
ment,” said Arena, who earned his 
first victory as the U.S. coach since 

an exhibition triumph over Latvia in 
May 2006.

Benny Feilhaber took a 20-yard 
pass from Dax McCarty and played 
the ball to Morris with a back-heel 
pass. Morris returned the ball to Feil-
haber, who was making his first start 

Arena gets his first national team win

United States’ Jordan Morris (8) is defended by Jamaica’s Ewan Grandson (9) during second half of a 
friendly soccer match Friday, Feb. 3, 2017, in Chattanooga, Tenn. Associated Press / Billy Weeks

Continued on Page 40

By Azad Ali
Cricket West Indies has appointed Aus-

tralian, Stuart Law, as head coach of the 
West Indies men’s team.

Law, whose career span 30 years as a 
professional coach and player was the bat-
ting coach for the Australian men’s team 
to Sri Lanka in 2016.

Before that he was part of the coaching 
staff for Bangladesh Under-19, Queensland 
Bulls, and Brisbane Heat and had stints as 
High Performance coach for Cricket Aus-
tralia and head coach for Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh senior teams.

Law completes the senior technical 
team headed by newly-appointed Director 
of Cricket, Jimmy Adams and Chairman 
of Selectors, Courtney Browne.

By Azad Ali
West Indies all-rounder and Twen-

ty20 star, Jamaican Andre Russell was 
banned for one year for an anti-doping 
whereabouts violation.

The 28-year-old globe-trotting crick-
eter missed three drug tests back in 
2015 after failing to report his wherea-
bouts and was penalized by the Jamaica 
Anti-Doping Commission.

He had faced up to a two-year ban if 
found guilty of the violation, but will 
sit out several major upcoming global 
tournaments until January next year 
under the 12-month sanction which 
takes immediate effect.

Law to coach 
Windies team

Russell gets 
one-year ban

West Indies’ Andre Russell bowls 
during a practice session in Gros Is-
let, St. Lucia. 
 Associated Press / Andres Leighton

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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Chairman of the Commission 
Hugh Faulkner said; “we have found 
from the evidence that there was a 
first filing failure for the period Jan. 
1, 2015, to March 31, 2015, July 1, 
2015 to Sept. 30, 2015 and then the 

third filing would have been July 31 
to Sept. 30 but specifically, failure to 
provide an explanation required by 
anti-doping rules when you are late 
with the whereabouts of the filing”

He said the rules require that 
there must be three missed tests 
and that three missed tests happen 

within a 12-month period and “we 
found that was the case as a result, 
the panel had no option but to apply 
the sanction.”

Russell has played one Test, 51 
One-Day Internationals and 45 Twen-
ty20s for West Indies and was part of 
the squad which won an unprec-
edented second Twenty20 World in 
India last April.

He has been on the global Twen-
ty20 circuit where he has made his 
name as an athletic fielder.

He played one Test for Australia 
and 54 One-Day Internationals.

Law is touted as the most suc-
cessful captain in Australia’s 
domestic cricket.

He has the distinction as being 
named one of five Wisden Crick-
eters of the Year in 1998 and was 
awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia in 2007.

Law’s appointment becomes 
effective on Feb. 15 and he has a 
two–year contract.

Meanwhile, incumbent president 
Dave Cameron is seeking a third 
term as president of Cricket West 
Indies (CWI). The elections are due 
on March 4.

 He is expected to serve another 
term following reports that he has 
the support of the directors of the 
board.

On the last occasion Cameron 
received a challenge from former 
West Indies fast bowler Joel Garner, 
who was soundly beaten.

His running mate again this 
time is expected to be Domini-
can Emmanuel Nanton who was 
also defeated Trinidadian Baldath 
Mahabir the last time.

Cameron took charge of the 
board in 2013 from St Lucian Dr 
Julian Hunte and his tenure has 
not been without controversy.

In his campaign for the top 
post, Cameron said the board has 
enjoyed as US$3 million surplus for 
over two years in succession under 
his watch.

Aussie to 
coach Windies 

team

in five years.
Feilhaber dribbled into the pen-

alty area and pushed the ball back to 
Morris. The 22-year-old forward, last 
season’s Major League Soccer Rookie 
of the Year, took a touch and beat 
goalkeeper Ryan Thompson inside the 
near post with a right-footed shot 
from 8 yards. It was the second inter-
national goal for Morris, who also 
scored against Mexico in an April 2015 
exhibition, and ended a 280-minute 
U.S. scoreless streak.

“We created a lot of chances, and 
it was good to finally get one,” Morris 
said. “It kind of rewarded us for all the 
hard work we did this camp.”

After starting 0-2 in the final round of 
World Cup qualifying in North and Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean, the U.S. 
resumes the hexagonal March 24 against 
Honduras in San Jose, California, then 
plays four days later at Panama.

The next match will be near Stan-
ford, where Morris impressed nation-

al team staff when the U.S. trained 
against Cardinal players ahead of the 
2014 World Cup.

“He’s clearly a likely candidate for 
our camp in March,” Arena said.

Before a crowd of 17,903 at Finley 
Stadium and playing a rare match on 
artificial turf, the Americans got their 
second straight shutout under Arena, 
who said a priority would be tighten-
ing the U.S. defense. A 2-1 home loss 
to Mexico and a 4-0 rout at Costa Rica 
caused the U.S. Soccer Federation to 
fire Jurgen Klinsmann, who had been 
in charge since 2011, and bring back 
Arena, the national team’s coach from 
1998-2006.

Arena changed nine starters from his 
return match, a 0-0 tie against Serbia 
last weekend.

Goalkeepers Luis Robles and David 
Bingham split halves and combined on 
the shutout. Central defender Walker 
Zimmerman made his international 
debut, and three players who made 
their debuts last weekend got their first 
starts: left back Jorge Villafana and 

midfielders Chris Pontius and Sebastian 
Lletget.

“All you can ask for as a player is 
the opportunity,” Zimmerman said. “I 
think the mentality of everyone in this 
group is it’s a new coaching staff. Eve-
ryone’s got a fresh slate.”

Arena praised the 23-year-old Zim-
merman, who is entering his fifth sea-
son with Dallas.

“As the last couple of weeks went on, 
Walker got better and better every day,” 
he said. “I thought tonight he had a ter-
rific game.”

Right back Graham Zusi and central 
defender Steve Birnbaum were the only 
holdovers in the starting lineup against 
the Reggae Boyz, who knocked out the 
Americans in the semifinals of the 2015 
CONCACAF Gold Cup. Midfielder Dax 
McCarty made his first appearance in 
six years and forward Juan Agudelo 
made his first start since June 2015.

Captain Michael Bradley replaced 
Feilhaber in the 62nd minute, his first 
appearance off the bench since October 
2011.

US DEFEATS JAMAICA
United States’ Jordan Morris (8) is defended by Jamaica’s Andre Blake (1) during fi rst half of a friendly soccer 
match Friday, Feb. 3, 2017, in Chattanooga, Tenn.  Associated Press / Billy Weeks

Continued from page 39 

Newly appointed Cricket West In-
dies coach Stuart Law. 
 Associated Press / Anthony Devlin/PA

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 

Russell gets one-year ban
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Jamaica 4 x 200m wom-
en’s team that included Ven-
ice Baker, Yanique Ellington, 
Ladonna Richards and Shavine 
Hodges stopped the clock at 1 
minute 37.80 seconds to secure 
the all important gold medal at 
the 17th annual Armory Track 
and Field Invitational in New 
York over the weekend.

The winning black, green 
and gold team easily defeat-
ed the second place USA team 
1:38.19; BVI (3) 1:38.5 and 
France who came in fourth 
place in 1 minute : 43.84 sec-
onds. The Canadian team was 
disqualified.

Victory by the Jamaica 
female team follows the suc-
cess of the Men’s 4 x 200m 
team that set a National Record 
in the event at last year’s Armo-
ry Invitational. Unfortunately 
the men’s team did not com-
pete this year as team member 
Romell Lewis strained a ham-
string muscle on Friday night 
(Feb 3) in his 200m heat, while 
Ramone Hill, a member of the 
4 x 200m pool, sustained a 
slight injury on Saturday (Feb 
4) prior to the scheduled start 
of the event.

“The ladies did themselves, 
the coaching staff and their 

many fans proud by winning 
a very competitive an exciting 
race in a smart time of 1:37.80 
running out of lane 6” Team 
Manager Louie Grant said after 
the event.

“Unfortunately their male 
counterparts of Andre Clarke, 
Rayon Lawrence, Kevahn Rat-
tray and Ramone Hill were 
unable to defend their title or 
try to lower the national record 
because Ramone sustained a 
slight injury during warm up, 
mere minutes before taking 

the track. We are very thank-
ful for the support of the JAAA; 
Irie Jam Radio 93.5 FM NY; 
Jamaica Breeze Restaurant in 
Queens & Golden Krust Pitkin 
Av in Brooklyn; The NY Hilton 

& Towers Hotel at 54th Streer, 
Manhattan; director of the 
Armory T&F, Bassett Thomp-
son and The Armory Invitation-
al’s organizing committee.”

Grant said the plan for next 

year is to invite select high 
school teams from Jamaica and 
the Caribbean for the 18th stag-
ing. This he noted would provide 
valuable experience for young 
athletes from the region.

Jamaica beats USA to secure gold in 4 X 200m relay

The Jamaican female relay team which participated in the 17th annual Armory Track and 
Field Invitational in New York over the weekend.

Jamaican Shavine Hodges 
at the 17th annual Armory 
Track and Field Invitational 
in New York.

wWINNER

   
 BES

T OF THE BORO

2017

The league that feels all children
should be playing and having fun.
The league that feels all children

should be playing and having fun.

BaysideLittleLeague.com

BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE Offers a SAFE,

FAMILY, BASEBALL INSTRUCTIONAL Program

VISIT THE WEBSITE:

FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

Baseball for Boys and Girls for Ages 4–17
We offer Girls Softball

We also offer In-House and Travel Baseball

Online Registration

Has BegunOnline Registration

Has Begun
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Your name: (Please print clearly)     Name of nominee:

Nominee’s country of origin:     Your relationship to nominee:

Nominee’s occupation:      Where does your nominee currently work?

How many years has your nominee been working in healthcare?

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):

What makes your nominee outstanding?

How can we reach you?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

How can we reach your nominee?  
Daytime phone                                  Cellphone                                  Home phone                                  E-mail

Mail to: Caribbean Life/Healthcare Awards, 1 MetroTech Center North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201
Or e-mail: jstern@cnglocal.com

Online nomination submissions at 
CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
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All New 2016 Vehicles Priced At Leftover
Pricing And Will Get 1st Priority In Our Service Dept!

IN BROOKLYN

LESS!We Lease
for Much Much

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$13956, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $2376/$10791, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS:

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD& LINCOLN/MERCURY
VEHICLES

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

2.3L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,740 VIN#1FH5227958 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17. 

ESCAPE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,235. 
VIN#1FHUC16611. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

EXPLORER 4WD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $33,690. VIN#HGB75388. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More ! MSRP $31,840 VIN#2FHBB14036 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, $645 
bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $500 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17. 

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,405, 
VIN#3FHR211158. Due at inception $5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc $2,250 
Ford Factory Rebate & $500 Conquest Rebate (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

$99
†

PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2016 FORD

6 Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, 100A  Package, and Much More! MSRP 
$21,455. VIN#1FGL236066. $4,739 Due at Inception Inc: $3,995 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV fees 
addt’l. Includes $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 2/28/17.

$99
†

PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0%
60 Mos.

APR
FinancingUp

To

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$4,995!* MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

2011 NISSAN ROGUE AWD 
Auto, A/C, Black, 45K Mi, 
Stk#2033F ................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2012 DODGE GR. CARAVAN
Auto, Red, A/C, 89K Mi, 
Stk#1990F .................................................Buy For

$9,999*

2007 FORD 500 SEL
Auto, A/C, Red, 38K Mi, 
Stk#8116F .................................. Buy For 

$4,995*

2010 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, White, S/Roof, 70K Mi, 
Stk#1996FF ................................Buy For 

$5,999*

2011 MERCURY MILAN 
Auto, Lthr,Red, 73K Mi, 
Stk#1960F ....................................Buy For 

$6,995*

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Auto, A/C, Silver, 89K Mi, 
Stk#2015F ....................................Buy For

$7,495*

2013 FORD FIESTA SE
Auto, S/Roof, Red, 27K Mi, 
Stk#1230F .................................. Buy For 

$7,999*

2008 FORD EDGE LTD AWD
Auto, Nav, S/Roof, 42K Mi,
Stk#1971F .................................................... Buy For 

$8,495*

2014 FORD FOCUS  
5Dr., Hatchback, Auto, A/C, 24K Mi, 
Stk#2028F ...................................................Buy For 

$8,995*

2013 FORD ESCAPE  
Auto, A/C, Blue, 73K Mi, 
Stk#2043F .. ..........................................Buy For

$9,999*
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