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Jamaica, Trinidad & Tobago 
move to sort out problems

By Nelson A. King 
New York City Council last 

Thursday passed Council Mem-
ber Jumaane Williams’ Use of 
Force bill that requires that 
the New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD) issue quarterly 
reports on the use of force and 
their relationship to quality of 

life offenses. 
The bill, known as Intro. 

606, was overwhelmingly 
passed in the City Council by 
a vote of 40-4. 

Williams, deputy leader and 
representative for the 45th 
Council District in Brooklyn. 
introduced Intro. 606 after the 

death of Eric Garner in 2014. 
Garner died on July 17, 2014 

in Staten Island after a police 
officer placed him in a choke-
hold, while arresting him for 
selling cigarettes. 

“I wanted more information 
from the police department 

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
For years Jamaica and Trini-

dad have had serious differ-
ences over how free trade in 
the single trading market is 
supposed to work with Jamaica 
mostly always accusing Trini-
dad of unfair trading competi-
tion.

But in recent months, the 
issue has boiled over for a very 
different reason — a reason so 
bizarre says government and 
private sector officials in Jamai-

ca that it has forced Trinidadian 
Prime Minister Keith Rowley to 
spend a full week in Jamaica 
assuring islanders that all will 
be well after he returns home.

At center of the latest reason 
for a quarrel between two of 
the more influential members 
of the 15-nation group is the 
growing feeling in Kingston 
that immigration and govern-
ment officials in Trinidad are so 
biased against ordinary Jamai-

Continued on Page 6

Educator Dr. Bernadine Gordon, whose parents hail from Cat Island in the Baha-
mas, poses for our camera, adorned in full Junkanoo carnival costume. See story 
on page 14.
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City Council passes Williams’ Use of Force bill
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By Tangerine Clarke
Prizefighter Clive Atwell knelt 

before the altar of Safe Harbor 
Ministries in Jamaica, Queens last 
Sunday, July 17, as Pastor Jean 
Kissoon placed her hands on his 
head and prayed for his recovery, 
saying because of God’s grace, the 
boxer my not have to undergo the 
urgent surgery he said he urgently 
needs.

Atwell, himself a preacher in 
his rural Agricola village church 
in Guyana, is not only in need of 
much prayer, he is also keeping 
the faith that he would reach his 
financial goal of $25,000, neces-
sary for his second brain surgery.

To this end, humanitarian, and 
businessman Tony Singh who read 
a Caribbean Life article written by 
this reporter, invited the fighter 
to church to pray, and to help the 
Guyanese hero.

Singh teamed up with Pastor 
Jean Kissoon who blessed Atwell 
at the morning service of heal-
ing, after which, Singh donated 
a check for $1,000.00, and then 
passed around a collection plate 
that added an extra $450.00, to 
help the champ on his way to 
recovery.

Singh told the congregation that 
he had never met the boxer before, 
but was touched by his plight.

“I immediately called Tan-
gerine, after reading her story, 
and inquired how I could support 
Mr. Atwell, because when people 
are in desperate need we must 
show kindness, and I wanted to be 
first to help him with his medi-
cal expenses,” said the founder of 
Calvary’s Mission Food Pantry, in 
Queens.

By Nelson A. King
As the world on Monday celebrated 

Nelson Mandela International Day, a 
Grenadian American legislator here has 
paid tribute to the late South African 
president whom he said had an “unwa-
vering devotion for human rights, peace 
and social justice.”

New York City Council Member 
Jumaane Williams said that Mandela’s 
devotion was not only to those within 
his own nation but for all people around 
the globe.

“In celebrating Nelson Mandela 
International Day, we want to recog-
nize a political pioneer, who fought 
effortlessly to encourage people to 
pledge their time and effort in restor-
ing and rebuilding their communities,” 
said Williams, representative for the 
predominantly Caribbean 45th Council 
District in Brooklyn. 

“Nelson Mandela’s legacy serves as 
inspiration to those who follow in his 
footsteps, and is a true testament for 
what he set to accomplish – equality for 
all,” added Williams, deputy leader and 
co-chair of the New York City Council’s 
Task Force to Combat Gun Violence. 

He noted that, during Mandela’s cam-
paign for peace and equality, Mandela 
also known as Madiba (used as a sign of 
respect and endearment) received over 
250 merits, including the Noble Peace 
Prize in 1993 “for his continued efforts 
in terminating apartheid.”

Williams said Mandela had chal-
lenged people to use their knowledge 
and education to battle prejudice, rac-
ism, violence and human suffering. 

“It deepens me with sadness that 
we are still battling some of the same 
troubles that he fought to overcome,” 
Williams said. “But what’s more dis-
heartening is the widespread epidemic 
that we are being confronted with now, 
which is the senseless killings of Black 
and Brown men at the hands of police 
officers. 

“We are also confronted with the 
harm we inflict on our own communi-
ties,” he added, stating that, over the 
weekend, there were two shootings in 
his district.

Williams said these incidents of gun 
violence “speak to the gun violence 
epidemic that is spreading across the 
country, and infiltrating our neighbor-
hoods. 

“We cannot in good conscience con-
demn injustices inflicted on the com-
munity without also taking a hard look 
at what we can do ourselves to strength-
en our neighborhoods and stop blood-
shed,” Williams said. 

With the recent killings of two Black 
men by police — Alton Sterling in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Philando 
Castile of Falcon Heights, Minnesota 

– Williams said it is his “sincere hope 
that we start to carry forward Mandela’s 
ideology of unity so that his mission 
remains prolific. 

“I call on everyone to adopt the spirit 
of love, and not see the injustices being 
committed against Black and Brown 
communities, as a reason to retaliate or 
spread hate,” he said. 

At the same time, Williams said his 
“heart goes out to the five officers in 
Dallas, Texas and the three officers in 
Baton Rouge, who lost their lives,” in 
recent shootings. 

“Targeting and attacking police offic-
ers is not the answer,” he said. “We can 
all agree that now is not the time to 
lose faith in change; but, instead, we 
should continue to mirror Mandela’s 
perseverance, and celebrate a hero by 
continuing the efforts in being great 
humanitarians.”

United Nations officials and UN Peace 
Ambassador Stevie Wonder on Monday 
paid tribute to the South African activ-
ist and peacemaker’s tireless efforts to 
end intolerance and injustice, calling 
on the international community to fol-

low his guiding example in efforts to 
build a better world for all.

“Nelson Mandela International Day 
is an opportunity to reflect on the life 
and work of a legend who embodied the 
highest values of the United Nations,” 
said UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan 
Eliasson at a meeting of the General 
Assembly at UN Headquarters in New 
York to mark the Day, which is observed 
annually on July 18. 

“Today, we remember a man of quiet 
dignity and towering achievement who 
worked tirelessly for peace and human 
dignity,” he added, delivering the mes-
sage on behalf of UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon, who is currently in 
South Africa for the International AIDS 
Conference and who marked the Day in 
Durban. 

The UN Deputy Secretary-General 
emphasized that, as the UN sets out 
to implement the newly adopted 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
Member States should seek to con-
tinue building on Mandela’s legacy of 
selflessness and deep sense of shared 
purpose. 

Clive Atwell.

Council Member Jumaane Williams hosts a town hall meeting in East Flat-
bush with Mayor de Blasio to discuss gun violence. NYC Council / John McCarten 

Williams hails Nelson 
Mandela International Day

Prayer and 
funds for 

boxer

Continued on page 12
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Antigua
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Colin 
Murdoch said that the Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) has yet to agree 
on a policy that will enable a skilled 
national to travel with a spouse, child, 
or other dependent to the respective 
territories.

He said while there is an agree-
ment on the free movement of skilled 
nationals, there is no 
arrangement or under-
standing about contin-
gent rights.

Ambassador Mur-
doch said no person 
coming to Antigua & Barbuda from 
any CARICOM country has any right to 
bring any dependent.

He stated that these issues are under 
discussion at CARICOM and there is to 
be a protocol on contingent rights, but 
these are not yet agreed.

The ambassador noted that discus-
sions are also going on as to who can be 
classified as a dependent.

He also pointed to another glitch 
within the free regime as it relates to 
the categories of persons allowed to 
move freely.

According to Murdoch, there are 
about 11 categories of skilled nation-
als who are authorized to move freely 
within the CARICOM single market.

But he said, not all member states 
have signed off on all 11, thus creating a 
kind of “confusion” within the system.

Barbados
Secretary General of the Caribbean 

Tourism Organization (CTO) Hugh 
Riley said Barbados and the rest of the 
Caribbean remain safe for tourists.

He said safety and 
security remained 
an area that official 
were always focused 
on addressing, adding 
that the region was “still to see by the 
people who send our visitors here to be 
a safer place.”

Riley said there is no crime free place 
on the planet, so there are always going 
to be efforts to make sure the borders 
are secure.

“When you look around of some of 
what is happening around the world, it 
might not shock you to know that the 
Caribbean is seen as a place to come 
to and relax,” when he announced that 
Barbados would host the State of the 
Industry Conference at the Hilton Bar-
bados Resort from Sept. 14-16.

The CTO secretary general said this 

will be the third time the event will be 
held in Barbados following successful 
staging in 2000 and 2010.

Riley said among other topics to be 
discussed at the high level three-day 
conference are issues relating to secu-
rity, the aviation industry, religious 
tourism, emerging markets and the 
menacing Sargassum weed.

Grenada
Grenada has called for a wider 

approach to battle the mosquito-borne 
Zika virus.

Health Minister 
Nicholas Steele said an 
increase in suspected 
and confirmed cases of 
the virus, the situation 
is challenging.

He has called for an emergency 
meeting of health ministers to discuss 
the situation, saying the matter is big-
ger than any one country can handle 
regionally.

To date there has been nine con-
firmed cases of Zika in Grenada while 
30 are suspected.

The health minister said that based 
on scientific evidence, the re-emer-
gence of mosquito-borne diseases such 
as Zika, yellow fever and chikungun-
ya are direct consequence of climate 
change.

Over the past few weeks, doctors at 
several health facilities have reported 
an increase in persons with symp-
toms of chikungunya and Zika on the 
island.

Guyana
Guyana has vowed to save two mil-

lion hectares (4.9 million acres) of for-
ested land so it can comply with inter-
national conservation treaties.

This was disclosed by Natural 
Resources Minister 
Raphael Trotman who 
said Cabinet took a 
decision to preserve 
forests that will ensure 
that Guyana complies with the Unit-
ed Nations Convention on Biological 
Diversity and conserve 17 percent of its 
land by 2020.

Trotman said that 8.3 percent of 
Guyana’s land is conserved now and 
another two million hectares would 
bring the percentage of protected land 
to 17 percent.

In 2009, Norway promised to give 
Guyana a US$250 million grant to 
encourage it to protect its rainforests.

Guyana lost US$20 million of that 

Continued on Page 17
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can folk that there are either harassed 
at ports of entry or denied landing 
altogether.

Earlier this year, Trinidadian author-
ities turned away a group of more than 
12 Jamaicans, most of them women, 
saying they have given insufficient rea-
sons for visiting the island.

The incident sparked a furor in 
Jamaica with the umbrella Private Sec-
tor Commission jumping to the side of 
those rejected and saying that the time 
had come to boycott export products 
from Trinidad.

Weeks after that, Jamaica formally 
placed the issue of unfair trade and 
impediments to free travel within the 
region on the plate of the trade minis-
ters conference and later took it to the 
just-concluded regional leaders summit 
in Guyana, taking up significant por-
tions of debate time at the meeting.

Jamaican government officials say 
they think they have detected a pattern 
against Jamaicans and decided that the 
time had come to do something about 
it, joining in stinging criticism against 
Port of Spain, the Trinidad & Tobago 
capital.

For Rowley who was elected prime 

minister back in September, the con-
stant negative barrage against the 
island and its peoples was just too 
much to bear, so he decided to make a 
full official visit to Jamaica, complete 
with a red carpet welcome, a 21-gun 
salute and all the pomp and ceremonies 
associated with a visiting head of state 
or government.

By mid week, tensions had clearly 
died down after Rowley and Trinidadian 
delegation members had held several 
rounds of talks with Jamaican govern-
ment and private sector officials, deal-
ing with the trade and immigration 
issues. Smiles, platitudes and hand-
shakes replaced the stinging rhetoric of 
recent weeks.

Jamaica, Trinidad 
& Tobago move to 

resolve issues
Continued from page 1 

on the use of force when it comes to 
offenses such as those alleged to have 
been committed by Mr. Garner,” Wil-
liams said. “This bill will shed light on 
the basis for police officers approach-
ing, or engaging in a police interaction 
with a New Yorker.” 

Intro. 606 was passed alongside two 
other bills that address use of force 
incidents in the police department. 

Intro. 539, sponsored by Council 
Member Rory Lancman, requires the 
NYPD to provide a quarterly report on 
the number of use of force incidents 
disaggregated by type of force used, 
precinct or unit of the officer that used 
force, and whether the officer was on 
or off duty when the force was used.

In addition, the bill would require 
the department to report on the 
number of injuries to an officer or 
civilian resulting from a police and 
civilian interaction involving a use 
of force incident, and the severity of 
those injuries. 

The NYPD would also be required to 
annually provide a report on the uses 
of force found to be excessive by the 
department. 

Williams said these excessive uses 
of force would be disaggregated by 
type of force used, including whether 
a firearm was used; precinct to which 
such officer was assigned; whether 

such officer was on duty; and the 
outcome of any departmental charges 
brought against such officer 

Intro. 0824, sponsored by Council 
Member Deborah Rose, requires the 
NYPD to post an annual report of the 
total number and percentage of offic-
ers in each precinct that have two or 
more substantiated Civilian Complaint 
Review Board complaints in the last 
three calendar years; have been the 
subject of an Internal Affairs Bureau 
investigation that resulted in a sus-
pension in the last five years; and used 
excessive force in the last three years.

“When combined with legislation 
by Council Members Lancman and 
Rose, we’ll get further information on 
overall use of force, along with addi-
tional reporting on the location of 
officers, who have received the highest 
number of civilian complaints,” Wil-
liams said. 

“We will also be able to identify 
officers who are frequently named in 
civil action lawsuits because of alleged 
police brutality,” he added. 

“It is my hope that as we move 
toward improved police-community 
relations, the data gleaned from these 
new reports will help us understand 
overall use of force guidelines, includ-
ing their relation to quality of life 
offenses, and open up opportunities 
to deescalate altercations where at all 
possible,” Williams continued. 

Council passes Use of Force bill
Continued from page 1 

Trinidad & Tobago PM Dr. Keith Row-
ley. www.news.gov.tt
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By Vinette K. Pryce
July 23 marks the 124th 

anniversary of the birth of 
Ethiopian Emperor Haile 
Selassie 1, the spiritual leader 
of the Rastafarian movement. 
And while the date will be 
recalled with reverence and 
acknowledgement by many 
throughout the world, the 
Black king from the east who 
distinguished his native Ethio-
pia by alluding enslavement of 
his people from Italian powers 
and in the process fomented 
African pride has been regaled 
through all 2016 seasons.

Earlier this spring, Jamaica 
recalled the April 21, 1966 
visit of the revered Rastafar-
ian messiah with island-wide 
commemoration of the histor-
ic journey to the Caribbean. 

Now known as Grounation 
Day — (because it was the 
1st time an African king had 
touched ground in Jamaica) -- 
the date marked a significant 
milestone for the Rastafarian 
movement. The visit mani-
fested 36 years after HIM’s 
coronation but that an Afri-
can king would visit the tiny, 
independent nation also held 

sway for braggadocio there.
For the 50th anniversary of 

the historic four-day visit, the 
king’s grandson Prince Ermias 
Sahle Selassie returned to the 
Caribbean island that poured 
royally an immeasurable wel-
come even the king had not 
imagined. 

Greeted by Olivia “Babsy” 
Grange, minister of culture 
and Mike Henry, the long-
est serving Parliamentarian 
in the cabinet with 30 years 
of unbroken service to gov-
ernment, an equally imposing 
reception — but not quite 
as overwhelming a welcome 
party as the one his grand-
father received – the prince 
witnessed thousands that 
converged on the Kingston 
airport this past spring.

Invited by the government, 
the prince retraced his grand-
father’s footsteps and was 
regaled by multitudes on the 
island.

This fall, on Nov. 5, the 86th 
anniversary of the coronation 
of the king will be held at the 
Golden Terrace, 120-23 Atlan-
tic Ave. in Queens. Hosted 
by Darc Foundation, an Ethi-

ophile banquet will continue 
the all-season honor of the 
revered African monarch.

Last year Sister Carol and 

David Hinds, Steel Pulse lead 
singer were recipients of pres-
tigious awards presented to 
distinguished and ceremonial 

guests honored in tribute to 
the Rastafarian nation.

For more information, log 
onto www.darcfoundation.org 

Prince Ermias arrives in Jamaica in 2016.  Rebekah Kebede

Rastafarians celebrate ‘one love’ to Selassie I
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VASCULAR, VEIN AND HEART CENTER
Varicose veins can cause discomfort, heaviness or swelling and ulcers in the legs and 

can be a cosmetic problem too. If you suff er from varicose veins and heavy, painful legs, 
treatment in doctor’s offi  ce WITHOUT SURGERY is available. 

It is 
Minimally invasive and will have minimal eff ect on your work schedule and 

you can return to work in 1 day.  It is covered by most insurance

DO YOU HAVE BULGING VARICOSE VEINS, OR SPIDER VEINS?

We are a full service facility and will take care of your 
heart, determine and decrease the risk of heart attack and 

all the vascular problems that you may have.
We are conveniently located for consultation and testing in Queens and Brooklyn

Don’t be embarrassed from varicose veins. 
Come in for a consultation with our vascular specialist

Dr. Ahmad Kamal Aslam, MD
Specializes in Veins and Heart Disease

Dr. Faraz Aslam, MD
Specializes in Vascular and Heart Disease



Caribbean Life, July 22-28, 2016 9  B

718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 W

e 
Sp

ea
k 

Cr
eo

le
, R

us
sia

n,
 P

hi
lip

pi
ne

 &
 S

pa
ni

sh
3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted



10    Caribbean Life, July 22-28, 2016 BQ

OP-EDS

By John Scales Avery
COPENHAGEN, July 14, 2016 

(IPS) - As many observers around 
the world have pointed out, the 
United States is no longer a true 
democracy. It is an oligarchy.

The U.S. government ignores 
the safety, wishes and needs of 
the majority of its citizens, and 
instead makes decisions which 

will bring profit to enormous cor-
porations, or satisfy the wishes of 
powerful lobbies.

Governmental secrecy occurs 
in many nations, but in the Unit-
ed States it has assumed huge 
proportions.

As Edward Snowden’s revela-
tions have shown, the number 
of people with security clearance 

(i.e. the number involved in secret 
operations in the US) is now as 
large as the entire population of 
Norway.

Furthermore, trade deals. 
which threaten both the global 
environment and the jobs of mil-
lions of American citizens, have 
been negotiated in secret. If peo-
ple have no knowledge of what 
their government is doing, how 
can they exert the control that 
the word democracy implies?

It is ironic that the United 
States justifies aggressive wars 
for regime change by saying that 
it is “bringing democracy” to var-
ious countries. In fact, its own 
government is not a democracy.

Author John Atcheson has 
given the following examples of 
the fact that the will of American 
citizens no longer influences the 
decisions of their government:

“When 91 percent wanted to 
strengthen rules on clean air 
and protection of drinking water, 
Congress, led by the Republican 
majority, proposed to weaken 
them.”

“When 90 percent wanted to 

protect public lands and parks, 
the Republicans proposed putting 
them on sale or otherwise priva-
tizing them”

“When 74 percent of Ameri-
cans favored ending subsidies to 
big oil, Congress retained most 
of them.”

“When 70 percent of Ameri-
cans said climate change should 
be a high priority, Congress took 
no action.“

Atcheson gives a number of 
other examples. Read his full arti-
cle.

According to a recent poll, 91 
per cent of American citizens are 
dissatisfied with their electoral 
system. Its faults have become 
glaringly apparent this year, 
when the presumptive candidates 
for the two major parties, Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump, are 
both heartily disliked by most of 
the voters.

The most dangerous feature of 
Trump’s candidacy is his denial 
of climate change. If he should 
be elected, all hope of avoiding 
catastrophic climate change may 
be lost. But Hillary Clinton is 

dangerous too, since her record 
shows that she is in favour of 
war.

At present, U.S. policy risks 
an all-destroying thermonuclear 
war by provoking both Russia 
and China. This would continue 
under Clinton.

How can we get money out 
of our elections? How can we 
restore democracy? The reversal 
of Citizens United would be a vital 
first step.

Other steps could be de-lelgiti-
mising lobbies, and a law to make 
networks give equal free broad-
casting time to all major candi-
dates.

In 2016 voters are faced with 
a dilemma. Very many of them 
would like to vote for Bernie Sand-
ers, but they are afraid that if they 
do so, Trump will be elected.

There is, in fact a simple voting 
system in which such a dilemma 
would not occur: ranked choice 
voting. 

The statements and views men-
tioned in this article are those of 
the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of IPS.
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By Tequila Minsky
A non-descript two-story 

building in NoHo, the area 
between the East and West 
Village, is covered with paste 
and stencil art. An anomaly 
to a gentrifying East Village, 
this building at 57 Great Jones 
Streets, a symbol of a bygone 
era, was the site where painter, 
collagist and musician Jean-
Michel Basquiat lived and cre-
ated work for five years until 
his death in 1988. 

Last week, the Greenwich 
Village Society for Historic 
Preservation (GVSHP) honored 
Basquiat by installing a histor-
ic plaque at the doorway of the 
site of his work / residence.

The Jean Michel-Basqui-
at (1960-1988) plaque reads: 
“From 1983 to 1988 renowned 
artist Jean Michel-Basquiat 
lived and worked here, a former 
stable owned by friend and 
mentor Andy Warhol. Baquiat’s 
paintings and other work chal-
lenged established notions of 
high and low art, race and 
class, while forging a visionary 

language that defied charac-
terization.”

The artist joins other crea-
tives who lived or worked in 
this part of Manhattan and are 
likewise recognized. Writer 
James Baldwin — his home, 
and dancer and teacher Martha 
Graham, her rehearsal space 
was in the Village, are also 
honored through the historic 
plaque program, co-sponsored 
by GVSHP and Two Boots. 

Basquiat was the son of a 
Haitian father and a Puerto 
Rican mother. This innovative 
artist born in Brooklyn melded 

his urban American experi-
ence with his African-Carib-
bean heritage. He first achieved 
notoriety as part of the graf-
fiti duo SAMO. By the 1980s 
he was exhibiting his work, a 
mixture of text, abstraction, 
figures, and historical informa-
tion mixed with social com-
mentary. Basquiat died of a 
heroin overdose at the age of 
27.

In 2005, the Brooklyn Muse-
um mounted a major exhibi-
tion of his work and in 2015, 
the Museum exhibited the 
artist’s notebooks filled with 
poetry fragments, wordplay, 
sketches, and personal obser-
vations ranging from street life 
and popular culture to themes 
of race, class, and world his-
tory. 

In May of this year, an 
untitled painting by Basquiat 
broke the artist’s world auction 
record and sold for $57.3 mil-
lion at Christie’s. 

At the plaque unveiling last 
week, the artist’s friend from 
that era Michael Holman called 

Basquiat an alchemist whose 
talent was the transformation 
of materials.

Ayanna Legros reminded 
those at the dedication that 
Basquiat created more than 
2,000 images with subject mat-
ters of slavery, colonialism, 
rape, religion, gender and the 
Diaspora. “He pushed bounda-
ries and it made (some) people 
uncomfortable,” she said. “This 
plaque serves as a reminder 
for us to think about legacy. 
Basquiat was aware that he 
lived in a world of contradic-
tions that operate on preju-
dices. He managed to make 

himself one of the most recog-
nized American painters of the 
century.”

Haitian-American Legros, 
along with her graduate stud-
ies at NYU, immersed herself 
in the life and impact of Jean-
Michel Basquiat and co-found-
ed the Basquiat Still Fly at 55 
Project, dedicated to explore 
the artist’s life, legacy and the 
impact on African Diasporic 
communities across the globe. 

She concluded in her 
remarks, “He figured out how 
to navigate an art world that 
wasn’t prepared for his mes-
sages.”

At the plaque unveiling Ayanna Legros said of Basquiat, 
“He pushed boundaries and it made (some) people uncom-
fortable. He fi gured out how to navigate an art world that 
wasn’t prepared for his messages.”  Photos by Tequila Minsky

The plaque at 57 Great Jones 
Street (near Broadway / 
Lafayette) is installed at the 
site where Jean-Michel Bas-
quiat created art and lived.

Celebrating Jean-Michel 
Basquiat’s life and work
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When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

Atwell who has been 
a boxer for 17, of his 
27-year life, suffers 
from numbness in his 
feet, while experienc-
ing constant pain in his 
body and head. He also 
suffers from memory 
lapses, but endured the 
pain as he stood and 
thanked patrons, and 
told Pastor Kissoon, he 
sensed the spirit of God 
when he walked through 
the church door.

“Honor your leader, 
because your destiny is 
a part of your spiritual 
needs,” preached the 
sportsman, who called 
himself a hero, and 
the only Three-divi-
sion registered boxer 
since 1980, who repre-
sented the country at 

the 2007 games.
Atwell further stated 

that he felt disappoint-
ed that neither the pre-
vious, or current Guy-
ana government has 
reached out to him to 
aid him with his medi-
cal emergency.

“If it were not for 
my wife, Altivi, and my 
faith in God I would 
not be here today,” said 
the champ, adding that 
after being sent home 
from the hospital par-
tially blind, he fell into 
deep depression, and 
contemplated commit-
ting suicide.

“It is now three 
months past the due 
date for my second sur-
gery, and my condition 
is becoming worse. My 
legs are numb, when I 
get out of bed, it’s like 

I have to warm up my 
legs before I can walk,” 
said Atwell who compli-
mented Dr. Dookie of 
the Georgetown Hos-
pital for the lifesaving 
surgery he said, many 
don’t survive.

“I am grateful that 
my two-year-old son 
Alexander cannot com-
prehend what I am 
going through,” said 
Atwell, a youth ambas-
sador and national hero 
who advocates for youth 
in his homeland.

Mrs. Atwell spoke 
passionately of the box-
er’s harrowing tragedy 
that left them deep in 
debt.

Clive ‘the Punisher’ 
Atwell could be reached 
at cliveatwell@yahoo.
com, and 347-654-1818 
to contribute, or to 
buy a Tee shirt embla-
zoned with the fighter’s 
image, for a donation of 
$20.00.

Boxer in need

By Azad Ali
St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines Prime Minis-
ter Dr. Ralph Gonsalves 
has been appointed to 
chair the CARICOM com-
mittee to look into the 
West Indies Cricket Board 
(WICB) issue of govern-
ance and reform.

This was disclosed 
by Trinidad and Tobago 
Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Rowley at a news confer-
ence at the VIP lounge at 
Piarco International Air-
port after his arrival from 
a CARICOM meeting in 
Guyana recently.

Rowley said at the last 
CARICOM meeting, there 
was consensus from the 
heads that the report of 
the Dr Eudine Barriteau-

led review panel should 
be accepted in its entirety 
— a move that was sub-
sequently opposed by the 
WICB.

He said there were two 
committees — one on 
governance and anoth-
er on governance and 
reform.

The T&T prime minis-
ter said Grenada’s Prime 
Minister Dr. Keith Mitch-
ell who headed the com-
mittee on reform has 
retired from the position.

Rowley said the heads 
of government agreed 
to the merging of both 
committees to treat with 
all aspects of West Indies 
cricket to be chaired by 
Gonsalves and with des-
ignated members from 

Antigua and Jamaica to 
push the way forward.

He said two legal opin-
ions were sought on the 
WICB issue — one from 
the CARICOM secretariat 
and the other from an 
independent senior coun-
sel, who advised that “we 
cannot force the West 
Indies Cricket Board to 
cooperate.”

But, he said, there was 
never any intention to do 
so, adding that the inten-
tion was that the board, 
in the face of the Bar-
riteau panel’s findings, 
would have done like the 
Australian authorities did 
and allow an arrange-
ment to be put in place 
for an interim structure 
to be established.

Vincentian prime minister chairs 
CARICOM cricket committee

Continued from page 3

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 

Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-

ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-

form a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations 

are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 

country are racing to acquire and get 

trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands 

of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 

back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 

result of space travel: Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without 

it. After investigated this now phenomenon 

here’s what they found: During the anti-

gravity state of the mission there were 

decompressive forces on the intervertebral 

discs and back pain was relieved. How? 

When you travel through space, the effects 

of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken 

off your spine and discs. Even better — 

and this is the key — a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually 

sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 

have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 

documented success with are back pain, 

sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 

(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-

ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 

failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about 

this new FDA approved solution to back 

pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-

234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 

5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Local doctor treats herniated 
and bulging discs, sciatica, 

and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT 
BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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By Nelson A. King
The South Jersey Carib-

bean Cultural and Develop-
ment Organization (SJC-
CDO) recently celebrated its 
16th Annual South Jersey 
Caribbean Festival at Wig-
gins Park at the Camden 
waterfront, across from Phil-
adelphia.

The free cultural event, 
on July 9, showcased Carib-
bean art, music, food and 
dance, encompassing diverse 
aspects of the Caribbean, 
including limbo and salsa 
dancers, and steel drum, 
reggae and calypso / soca 
music. 

The multi-cultural fam-
ily event attracted Caribbean 
and other nationals from 
the New Jersey, Philadelphia 
and New York regions, with 
dynamic entertainment and 
Caribbean food favorites, 
such as jerk chicken, oxtail, 
curry shrimp and roti.

There were also free 
activities in the children’s 
tent, community informa-

tion, health screenings, 
Caribbean food vendors and 
gives-away.

The event, adjacent to the 
Adventure Aquarium and the 
Susquehanna Bank Center, 
attracted international and 
local artistes, who enwrapped 
attendees with energetic cul-
tural dance and musical per-
formances on the huge Wig-
gins Park concert stage. 

Artistes included interna-
tional recording artist Vin-
centian Curtis C; Dance4Ev-
er Dance Company; Jay Live; 
Living Image; Soca Fitness; 
Universal Dance & Drum 
Ensemble; Verse Mega; Ras 
Professor; El Feco; and Baha-
mas Potcakes Junkanoo.

Performers also comprised 
martial arts demonstration 
by Dan Jennings; Caribbean 
Line Dance by Charged Up 
Dance; Poetry by Niger Ali; 
CSS Drill Team; and Phil-
adelphia Pan Stars Steel 
Orchestra.  

Masqueraders delighted 
the crowd with their colorful 

costumes, adding to “island 
atmosphere”, according to 
SJCCDO president and fes-
tival coordinator Kylla Her-
bert.

Masquerader Dr. Berna-
dine Gordon, whose parents 
came from Cat Island in the 
Bahamas, said she attends 
the event annually “and 
dance.”

“I honor my father [Bar-
tholomew “Broad” Brown] by 
doing this,” the Lindenwold, 
NJ educator, adorned in a 
full Junkanoo carnival cos-
tume, told Caribbean Life. 

“It’s [festival] diverse, 
which I appreciate,” added 
Dr. Gordon, while swaying to 
the beat of the Philadelphia 
Pan Stars Steel Orchestra. 
“Everybody comes from dif-
ferent parts of the Carib-
bean. We all come together. 
I’m happy I chose this. I love 
to dance.”

As in last year, tribute 
was paid to the organizing 
group’s founder, the late 
Nkem Tshombe, a native of 

Nevis, the sister isle of St. 
Kitts, and Camden City resi-
dent for 30 years, who died 
in 2007. 

“The SJCCDO relies solely 

on donations and sponsors 
to present this free cultural 
experience to the communi-
ty,” said Herbert, Tshombe’s 
daughter.  

Philadelphia Pan Stars Steel Orchestra bangs out Caribbean 
soca vibes. Photo by Nelson A. King

South Jersey Caribbean fest 
celebrates 16th anniversary

Serving the Community with Dignity

TEL: 

We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing 
the community with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing 
the same excellent service.



Caribbean Life, July 22-28, 2016 15  BQ



16    Caribbean Life, July 22-28, 2016 BQ

By Alexandra Simon
Inclusive religious leaders 

are hosting a forum to address 
homelessness among minority 
gay youth in New York City. The 
event will take place on July 
27 at the Metropolitan Health 
Center, located at 1901 1st Ave. 
in Manhattan at 6:30 pm. 

The Citywide Coalition of 
Clergy and Allies of LGBTQI 
Youth will host, “The Wall of 
Silence in our Black Commu-
nity: The Plight of Homeless 
Gay Youth.” Organizers took a 
year to plan the first time event, 
which they hope to discuss 
homelessness in the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
(LGBT) communities of color. 
The goal is to bring people of 
different religious faiths to talk 
about the crises of homelessness 
among youth of color, said an 
organizer. 

“It’s the first time I know of 
such forum. We don’t know what 
the audience will be. We’re doing 

our best to attract as many as we 
can,” said Dr. Wilhelmina Perry, 
member of LGBT Faith Leaders 
of African Descent. “We hope 
the presence of the clergy will 
attract people of faith.”

The event will have a panel 
discussion with various LGBT 
organizations present, and pan-
elists will discuss the root caus-
es of homelessness, and how 
religion plays a part. Panelists 
hope to achieve this by present-
ing statistics and by presenting 
their diversity to fellow parish-
ioners. Perry hopes to put an 
end to the stigma of homosexu-
ality in the church. 

“We want to bring people 
together to look at what the 

bible teaches and what it does 
not,” said Dr. Perry. “We come 
from various denominations — 
Quaker, Buddhist, Pentecostal, 
Baptists — we came together to 
reach people through a variety 
of goals, and one of those goals 
is education.”

In New York City, there is 
an estimated 4000-6000 home-
less youth, and close to half 
of them are LGBT, with young 
Blacks and Latinos accounting 
for most, according to Perry. 

“What we hope is a real 
acknowledgement of the prob-
lem in the community, what 
comes out of it, and talk about 
solutions and responsibility,” 
said Dr. Perry. 

By Tangerine Clarke
Unless Guyanese living 

abroad decides to repatriate, 
they would not be entitled to 
Old Age Pension under a new 
measure that the Guyana 
government has recently put 
in place. This is according to 
Minister of Social Protec-
tion, Volda Lawrence who 
clarified after a firestorm by 
Guyanese at the announce-
ment, that persons will only 
be eligible for Old Age Pen-
sion if they satisfy the age, 
citizenry, and residency 
requirements.

Minister Lawrence, fur-
ther made clear, that Old 
Age Pension of which she 
refers, is not an entitlement 
from employment such as 
Government Pension or 
National Insurance Scheme 
(NIS) Pension, but instead 
a monthly payment given to 
eligible Guyanese who have 
reached the age of 65.

Some 8,000 Guyanese liv-
ing outside of Guyana are 
benefitting from the month-
ly old age pension payments, 
said Minister Lawrence, who 
stated that expatriates are 

“double dipping” adding that 
the overseas-based Guyanese 
would return home yearly to 
get the benefit of which they 
are ineligible, short-chang-
ing those at home who need 
the pension money.

Social media and news 
outlets in Guyana blew up 
with negative comments, 
because many Guyanese 
were not clear as to which 
Old Age Pension the min-
ister was referring, since 
thousands of expatriates 
receive National Insurance 
Scheme and Government 
Pensions, and were out-
raged that the government 
was taking away their enti-
tlement.

However, Minister Law-
rence clearly outlined the 
benefit, stating that a pen-
sioner must satisfy the prop-
er authority, and have been a 
citizen of Guyana for at least 
10 years immediately pre-
ceding claim for pension.

In addition, this pensioner 
must have being residing in 
Guyana during the 20 years 
immediately preceding his 
or her claim for pension.

Inclusive leaders: From left, Minister Romall Smalls, Electra 
Cummings, Dr. Wilhelmina Perry, Ronald Moore, and Rever-
end Yunus Coldman. LGBT Faith Leaders of African Descent

Guyanese expats ineligible 
for old age pension
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gay youth
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funding because it increased deforesta-
tion in 2012.

Jamaica
Commonwealth-Secretary General 

Baroness Patricia Scotland says that 
the rising incidence of serious crimes 
among young people in Jamaica is not 
unique to the island and that the best 
way to address the situation is to reduce 
the exposure of children to abusive cir-
cumstances.

She said crime is a globalized prob-
lem where young men feel dissociated, 
underemployed, and misdirected, is not 
unfortunately, an isolated issue, she 
told young people at a town hall meet-
ing at the University of the West Indies 
(UWI) regional headquarters in the par-
ish of St. Andrew, recently.

Scotland, the first female head 
of the Commonwealth Secretariat, 
was in Jamaica recently to launch 
the Commonwealth collaboration 
on youth leadership with UWI and 
Common Purpose, a development 
charity.

She explained that domestic violence 
featured largely in offenders’ lives prior 
to committing crimes was based on 
analysis of cases brought before her 
while she served as minister of state for 
Criminal Justice and 
Law Reform with spe-
cific responsibility for 
offender management 
and youth justice from 
2003-2007 in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

She said the greatest issue among 
violent crimes was domestic violence, 
which accounted for 25 percent of all 
violent crimes. It killed 120 women 
every year — that was two or three 
women every single week by their part-
ner or their ex-partner.

The Dominican-born said that the 
grim statistics delineate a picture of the 
oppressive, parasitic qualities of domes-
tic abuse on those exposed to it and 
urged that better care be taken when 
rearing children.

St. Lucia
St. Lucia’s Prime Minister Allen 

Chastanet has called for drastic chang-
es in the regional airline, LIAT.

He emphasized the importance of 
transportation to the regional integra-
tion movement, saying 
regional airline LIAT 
should be liberalized.

Chastanent, who 
was attending his first 
CARICOM heads of government meeting 
which was held in Guyana, told reporters, 
the cash-strapped airline needs to oper-
ate in the context of the private sector.

The major shareholders of the airline 
are Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, 
Dominica, and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

The airline, which has been suf-
fering losses over the years, has 
come under heavy criticism from the 
traveling public over poor customer 

service, delayed and canceled flights 
and overall high costs of air fares to 
its destinations.

Chastanet said transportation is critical 
to integration and LIAT needs to be liber-
alized and that the airline needs to operate 
in the context of the private sector.

St. Kitts
The Ministry of Agriculture recently 

held a two-day Monkey Summit confer-
ence to deal with the green vervet mon-
key which is posing a significant threat 
to farmers on the island.

The conference was held in con-
junction with a technical team from 
Colombia.

In a statement the Ministry said: 
“The popular green vervet monkey con-
tinues to be a menace 
in wreaking havoc on 
crops, resulting in great 
economic loss to farm-
ers, they have also been 
troublesome at resorts, residential areas 
and urban districts. It is against this 
backdrop that the government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis is aiming to bring about 
effective solutions to address the prob-
lems associated with moneys.” 

The plenary sessions of the sum-
mit covered areas such as research 
institutions and work with primates; 
farming perspectives and viewpoint 
and work from hotel and tourism van-
tage point.

Discussions also surrounded initia-
tives involving monkeys, such as edu-
cation tourism and the establishment 
of wildlife theme parks.

The green vervet monkeys, which 
are popular with tourists, are also used 
in research such as Parkinson’s disease 
at the St. Kitts Biomedical Research 
Facility.

Trinidad
Trinidad and Tobago will soon 

set up an Embassy in Abu Dabhi, 
Dubai.

This was disclosed by Prime Minister 
Dr. Keith Rowley who said that Cabi-
net has decided to close its mission in 
Uganda and establish an embassy in the 
Middle East.

He also said that a high commission 
will also be re-established in Barbados 
to serve the countries in 
the Eastern Caribbean.

He said Cabinet 
agreed to the closure 
of “our mission in 
Uganda, given the history of this 
location and the changes in inter-
national profile and where we want 
to be at this time, we came to the 
conclusion that Uganda was not the 
best location to be on that part of 
the world.”

He noted that given the importance 
of the Middle East in today’s world as 
it relates to finance, business, energy 
etc. Trinidad and Tobago will be better 
served with a mission in the Emirates 
that will serve the surroundings from 
there.

-compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)
Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain  in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

Fibroids?
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By Alexandra Simon
The sixth annual Grace Jerk 

Jamaican Festival transformed 
Roy Wilkins Park to a feast of 
jerk flavors last weekend, and 
aside from all the music and 
food, a local recognizable face 
was also at the festival. 

The reality-TV star and win-
ner on the show “Chopped,” 
Andre Fowles, better known as 
Chef Andre, was a judge at 
the festival, deciding on the 
best jerk and Caribbean dish-
es up for competition. Fowles 
explains his insight and what 
makes a good judge. 

“First thing is – you have to 
have a level of experience, and 
being that I’m from Jamaica 
and cooking Jamaican food all 
of my life, I know all about the 
jerk,” said Andre Fowles. “I look 
for good flavor, presentation, 
good textures, and the balance 
of flavors.”

Fowles participated in a 
cooking demonstration at the 
festival as well, displaying the 
different uses of Grace cooking 
products. But his favorite was 
getting to taste the variety of 
dishes, especially a dish from 
fellow judge, Sanetta Myrie, the 
2015 Miss World Jamaica. 

“She cooked a steamed fish 
in coconut milk with pasta,” 
said Fowles. “Overall everyone 
did a great job, the worst I 
might’ve tasted that day was 
someone else’s fish – it was 
overcooked and salty – I drank 
two bottles of water.”

Since winning on the show, 
Fowles is now a chef at Miss 
Lily’s, a Caribbean restaurant 
in Manhattan, saying the show 
gained him some fame and 
several opportunities, includ-
ing the invitation to be a guest 
judge at the jerk festival.

“It’s been amazing to say 
the least. It’s such a good feel-
ing to be recognized for all the 
work I put in,” said Fowles. “To 
be shown so much love from 
people from the Caribbean and 
at Miss Lilly’s — it’s all positive 
energy.”

Fowles has major plans in 
his future, including business-
es but he is in no rush. One 
of his main goals is to create 
cooking videos, get into cater-
ing, and help push Caribbean 
cuisine more into the Ameri-
can culinary industry.

“Opening a restaurant is 
every chef’s dream — but it’s 
not the not top of my list,” said 

Fowles. “I want to start doing 
catering and build my brand. 
I want to be the person easily 
accessible to any food event or 
cooking class, and constantly 
advocate for Caribbean cui-

sine.”
As the popularity of Car-

ibbean cuisine grows, Fowles 
hopes that it continues and 
opens doors for more avenues 
to explore.

“It has started already, we 
just need someone to start 
pushing barriers,” said Fowles. 
“It definitely has a place to stay 
— everyone loves Caribbean 
cuisine.”

Meet the chef: Jamaican chef, Andre Fowles, appeared on the reality-television show, 
“Chopped,” where he would win a competition on cooking Caribbean cuisine. The victory 
gained him an invitation to judge a cook-off at the Grace Jamaican Jerk Festival on July 17.
 Monique C. Foster

Chef Andre talks judging at Jerk Festival and future 
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By Tangerine Clarke
Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-

geon, Dr. Horace Griffith, is 
hopeful that with this new 
Guyana government in place, 
he would get an opportunity 
to return to his homeland to 
made a significant contribu-
tion, doing what he is pas-
sionate about — performing 
reconstructive surgery to help 
patients live a normal life.

Because of the type of oral 
care he received while grow-
ing up in Guyana, Dr. Grif-
fith wanted to give back to his 
country after becoming a sur-
geon, but said his requests met 
resistance from the previous 
government. However, he sees 
a new opportunity to realize his 
dream to share his skills in his 
homeland.

Based in St. Thomas in the 
United States Virgin Islands, 
Dr. Griffith, a Howard Univer-
sity educated dentist said he 
is determine to give back to 
his birthplace. Since speaking 
with new Minister of Health, 
Dr. George Norton, to whom 

he expressed his thoughts as 
to how he could help the Guy-
anese people, he is optimistic 
that he will would receive that 
important call to begin his tour 
of duty in the Republic.

Dr. Griffith told this reporter 
after receiving the Twenty-First 
Century Leadership Now Award 
during Guyana’s 50th Independ-
ence Jubilee in Georgetown, 
recently, that after completing 
his high school education he 
moved to the U.S at 18 years old 
with a vision to become a den-
tist, simply because it was dif-
ficult to get professional dental 
care in general while growing 
up in Guyana.

“This was the impetus for 
me becoming a dentist, and I 
went on to become a surgeon, 
the highest in the field of den-
tistry, because I felt compelled 
to pursue this particular career 
to give back. I am at the top of 
the ladder in dentistry and it is 
exciting,” explained Dr. Grif-
fith.

“I like the thrill that I get, 
yes, I am helping a patient 

recover from an infection, or a 
gun-shot to the face that needs 
reconstructive surgery so that 
they could return to some sem-
blance of normalcy to function 
in public. This is exciting to 
me, and a great way to made a 
difference.”

In addition to performing 
cleft palate surgery during 
medical mission to Africa, Dr. 
Griffith has worked tirelessly 
throughout the Caribbean in 
countries such as Antigua, 
Dominica, the British Virgin 
Islands, and earthquake-rav-
ished Haiti where he performed 
surgeries to repair deformities 
of the jaw, face, and cleft lip, 
working in poor and medically 
underserved communities.

One of his passions is to 
ensure that his patients are 
comfortable whenever he has to 
perform surgery, and especially 
in cases where parents in the 
past in Guyana, and even now, 
use a dentist visit as a scare tac-
tic to discipline their children.

“Parents use going to the 
dentist as a benchmark for pun-

ishment, and this had gone from 
one generation to the next, but 
this is changing now because 
we medicate patients to sup-

press anxiety,” assured Dr. Grif-
fith, whose practice administers 
“laughing gas” or medication to 
relax a patient.

Dr. Horace Griffi th displays his 21st Century Leadership Now 
Award after a ceremony in Guyana. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Guyanese surgeon wants
to give back at home 

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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When you rest, you rust.
Keep your children’s aca-

demic skills sharp this sum-
mer at the ScholarSkills Learn-
ing Center.

There, Reverend Brian Vie-
ira and his professional staff of 
fellow educators, focus on in-
novative methods and strong 
classroom discipline to teach 
small groups of children.

The summer session runs 
from July 7 to Aug. 25, Mon-
days through Fridays, 1 to 6 
pm. Registration is ongoing.   

Rev. Vieira says that the 
“summer brain drain” is disas-
trous for students. 

“The average student loses 
at least three months of educa-
tion in math and reading over 
the summer,” he says. Kids 
should have fun, but make time 
to learn, too.    

When the summer ends, 
the center continues the edu-
cation by offering after-school 
tutoring and test preparation 
for students from kindergarten 
through high school.

What makes ScholarSkills 
unique is that children receive 
personalized attention.  

“We identify weaknesses.” 
explains the Reverend. “We 
then go back to the foundation 
and repair these weak areas.”

Furthermore, the center 
builds confidence and provides 
motivation. 

“We make excellence excit-
ing,” he says. “Students get the 
attention they need.”

All students have individ-
ual curriculums, specifically 
designed for them. As learning 
progresses, children receive 

certificates and other motiva-
tional incentives for excellence 
and effort. 

Students are prepared for 
all New York City standard-
ized tests as well as specialized 
high school tests, including the 
ACT, PSAT, and SAT. 

Math, reading, and writing 
skills are emphasized. Both 
the summer session and the 
after-school program provides 
parents with “a safe, progres-
sive environment for home-

work help,” says the Reverend. 
“Children are not roaming the 
streets.” 

Instead, they are being of-
fered the chance to accelerate.

It is not only the students 
who receive help. ScholarSkills 
provides family-oriented learn-
ing via guidance counseling. 
Rev. Vieira, a former New York 
City educator, knows firsthand 
how frustrating the complex 
public school system can be. 
That’s why he helps parents 
walk through the steps, offer-
ing assistance with questions 
such as: What school is best 
for my child? How can the sys-
tem help my child? What tests 
will my child need to pass this 
school year?  

“We are the problem-solvers 
and counselors who help navi-
gate the system,” he says.

When one talks to Rev. Vie-
ira, one can’t help but catch his 
passion for learning. 

“Our concern for children 
comes out of our devotion for 
God’s glory,” he explains. “It’s 
very important to us.”  

Rev. Vieira is from the 
West Indies, where disciplined 
learning is emphasized. He 

brings this sense of discipline 
to his center where, “You can 
hear a pin drop,” he says. Par-
ents appreciate it.  

ScholarSkills earns high 
grades from parents for im-
proving their children’s aca-
demics. They also “thank us all 
the time for being in the neigh-
borhood,” says the Reverend. 
“We are centrally located, be-
tween Flatbush and Utica ave-
nues, making it a hop, skip, and 
a jump for kids who live near 
Kings Plaza, Eastern Parkway, 
Marine Park, or Mill Basin to 
get to the center after school.” 
Many kids walk home.   

Parents are kept informed 
of their children’s progress 
with weekly progress reports. 
They are also free “to call day 
or night,” to ask questions, and 
will speak to live person, not 
an answering machine. 

“We go that extra mile,” 
says Rev. Vieira.  

ScholarSkills [4709 Avenue 
N between E. 48th Street and 
Schenectady Avenue in Mill Ba-
sin, (718) 258–4647, www.Schol-
arSkills.com]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–7 pm. 
Call any day, any time.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Avoid summer ‘brain drain’ with ScholarSkills classes
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By Nelson A. King
Hundreds of Vincentian and 

other Caribbean nationals on 
Friday, July 8  paid their last 
respect to Barbara DeFreitas, a 
militant in the St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines teachers’ strug-
gles in the mid-to-late 1970s 
and early 1980s, who died on 
June 23. She was 69.

Mourners at a funeral serv-
ice, at the Episcopal (Angli-
can) Church of St. Mark, on 
Brooklyn Avenue in Brook-
lyn, described DeFreitas, who 
taught public and private 
schools for most of her life, 
among other superlatives, as 
compassionate, caring, gener-
ous, loving, extremely spirit-
ual, humorous, talkative and 
outspoken.

The Rev. Dillon Burgin, a 
former Methodist Church min-
ister at home and an erstwhile 
United Methodist Church pas-
tor in New York, noted that 
DeFreitas was closely related 
to Prime Minister Dr. Ralph E. 
Gonsalves and Jennifer Eus-
tace, wife of Opposition Leader 

Arnhim Eustace.
“If you get to talk about 

politics in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, she [DeFreitas] 
talked about politics from both 
sides [government and opposi-
tion],” said Rev. Burgin. “Bar-
bara knew Jesus, and she knew 
how to converse with Jesus.

Candis Hope said she met 
DeFreitas 30 years ago. 

“We’re going to miss her,” she 
said. “We will always remember 

the type of person she was. She 
was the life of the party.”  

Shanell Davis said she had 
formed a bond with DeFreitas.

“It was such a joy to meet 
her,” she said. “We had such a 
bond. I grew to embrace her. 
She always had optimism – this 
beautiful life.” 

Retired Guyanese-born edu-
cator George Davson said he 
and DeFreitas taught at P.S. 
[Public School] 92 in Brook-
lyn.

“She was a good friend, a 
family friend,” he said. “Bar-
bara was very outspoken. 

“We would be on the phone 
for 20 minutes; it was a mono-
logue — not a dialogue [laugh-
ter],” he added, disclosing that 
he had the responsibility of 
taking care of DeFreitas’ plants 
when she was out of town. “I 
think she’s in a better place.”

In his eulogy, Pastor Cecil 
Durrant, the Vincentian-born 
pastor of Bethany Deliverance 
Church of God on Rodgers Ave-
nue in Brooklyn, said DeFreitas 
was “a lady that would talk.

“The things that we spoke, I 
can’t discuss with you,” he told 
mourners. 

The Rev. Denzil I.G. Hinds, 
who officiated at the two-
hour-long funeral service, said 
DeFreitas “once taught” at the 
church’s school.

“We will remember her,” he 
said. “She’s certainly going to 
Heaven.”

Guyanese Serah Barrington, 
principal emeritus at Bethany 
Epiphany Lutheran School on 
Lincoln Place in Brooklyn, said 
she and DeFreitas taught there 
together as well.

“She shared so much,” said 
Barrington, disclosing that she 
and DeFreitas had planned to 

conduct a mission to St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines next 
year.

In reading the obituary, 
Joyce Lewis-Cordice, who 
taught school with DeFreitas 
in St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines, said DeFreitas was born 
on Feb. 3, 1947 in the village of 
Bellvue on the eastern coast of 
mainland St. Vincent. 

DeFreitas, a former teacher 
at the then Kingstown Meth-
odist School, migrated to New 
York in the 1980s, “where she 
pursued studies in education, 
earning an undergrad [under-
graduate] and master’s degree, 
while continuing her teaching 
career,” Lewis-Cordice said. 

Barbara DeFreitas.

A section of the mourners at the funeral of Barbara DeFrei-
tas. Photo by Nelson A. King

Hundreds pay tribute to 
Vincentian teacher
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This year, Roy Pierre & Associates 
presents “Havana Nights,” honoring the 
recognition of Cuba as the great coun-
try that it is. “We are excited about the 
idea of a mas representing an island 
that has been so near, and yet so far — 
its people, its music, its great history,” 
said Pierre.

The band launching will take place 
on Saturday, July 30, 2016, 10 pm to 4 
am, in indoor-outdoor air conditioned 
comfort at Caribbean-American Bar & 

Lounge, 1640 Nostrand Ave. (between 
Tilden Avenue and Beverly Road, Brook-
lyn). 

Join the band in another winning 
spectacle, the heyday of Havana night-
life, in the fifties. The mas camp is 
located at 204 Parkside Ave., between 
Flatbush and Ocean avenues, opposite 
the Q subway station. Open nightly 
Aug. 1 to Labor Day, 6 pm to 1 am.

For further information, call 718 
282-1229, or 718 462-5164.

If you experience any degree 
of knee pain or discomfort, 
Call today and start living 
your life pain free!

3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)
Monday–Friday 9am–7pm • Saturday 9am–2pm

Most Insurances Accepted • Auto & Work Injuries

718.769.2521 • www.HQBK.com
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ABOUT US:

Recruiting for 2016 — 2017  
school year.

Apply online at www.brooklyncharter.org

The Brooklyn Charter School
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† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-877-625-6766

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$10,995
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#21929

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
31k miles, Stk#24402

$18,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#25068

$9,995

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 07/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#25130

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'12 MERCEDES ML-350

$22,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#18214

'13 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
45k miles, Stk#2320

$39,995$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

$12,995
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#22503

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$23,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$8,995
'13 CHEVY MALIBU

35k miles, Stk#8357

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Selection
at Major World
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Founded in 1996 by the late Dr. Mary 
Umolu, the Medgar Evers College Jazzy 
Jazz Festival, sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Mass Communications, Crea-
tive and Performing Arts and Speech, 
is celebrating its 20th year of free con-
certs to the Crown Heights and sur-
rounding communities. 

Every year members of the com-
munity have made this festival into 
a Brooklyn summer tradition. Hence, 
the festival has become the stage for 
a series of exceptional musicians who 
engage and share their talents with 
local residents.

Medgar Evers College’s  2016 Sum-
mer Jazzy Jazz Festival will be held 
on eight Friday evenings began on 
July 8 and ends Aug. 26 in front of the 
College’s Academic Complex building 
at the corner of Bedford Avenue and 
Crown Street. The program is from 7 
pm to 10 pm. Seating is on a first come 
basis. This event is free to the public.

The Dr. Mary Umolu Jazzy Jazz Fes-
tival will pay tribute to the great jazz 
drummer the late Max Roach, an hono-
ree doctorate recipient from Medgar 
Evers College. A native of Bet-Study 
Brooklyn, by the time he was 18 years 
old, Max was in the avant-garde move-
ment of change with such persons as 
Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie and 
under the influence of Kenny Clarke. 
Later he interfaced with the progres-
sive-minded Coleman Hawkins, Benny 
Carter and a brief stint with Duke 
Ellington. In his quest to move the art 
form of jazz forward, Roach used cym-
bals as gongs and played mesmerizing 
solos on the tom-toms, creating and 
atmosphere rarely experienced before in 

jazz. He propelled jazz to new levels. 
Above all though, Roach ought to be 

admired for never being curtailed by 
the idea of non- acceptancy because of 
his social and political consciousness, 
which made him a rarity among jazz 
musicians. 

This year’s lineup of performers 
include: Steve Cromity and friends; 
Roman Mitchell and MEC Jazz Ensem-
ble; George Gray Jazz Quartet; Bran-
dee Younger, harpist; Patience Higgins 
Sugar Hill Quartet; Mark Whitfield & 
Sons; TK Blue, jazz saxophone; and 
Pantastic Steel Orchestra.

 
About the Jazzy Jazz Festival

Originally created as the Jazzy Jazz 
Festival, the festival has been renamed 
the Dr. Mary Umolu Jazzy Jazz Festival 
in honor of the late Dr. Mary Umolu, 
professor and chair of the department 
of Mass Communications, Creative and 
Performing Arts and Speech at Medgar 
Evers College. Dr. Umolu was com-
mitted to educating a new generation 
about the history of the only unique-
ly American art form created in the 
20th century — Jazz — thus ensuring 
that the entire community heard the 
music. 

“The department is carrying forth 
the legacy and goal of this extraordi-
nary educational and cultural program.  
Attendees can relax in style to the 
rhythms of Jazz in the cool and friendly 
outdoors. We do not envision Jazzy Jazz 
as simply a summer concert event. This 
festival and its performers will become 
embedded in the educational life of the 
community,” states Dr. Crawford, cur-
rent chair of the department.

Master drummer Max Roach.

Jazzy Jazz Fest pays 
tribute to Max Roach

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

HHA course in just 12 days

Real assistance for both the elder and the caregiver
718-645-0003 Brooklyn  718-645-0004 Queens

REAL CARE, INC.
Home Health Care Agency
2625 East 14 Street, Suite 220
Brooklyn, NY 11235

DEAR HOME CARE PROFESSIONALS!
YOU ARE INVITED BY OUR AGENCY!

South East Queens Chamber of Commerce
“I      MY COMMUNITY FESTIVAL”

Steelbands, Parade, Performances, Elevator Pitch, Pageant, 
Horse & Pony Rides, Fishing, Vendors, Games & More

SAVE THE DATE! AUGUST 27, 2016
9 am to 6 pm

Baisley Pond Park,(Sutphin & Rockaway) Jamaica, NY
VENDORS WANTED CALL 917-720-2485

or visit www.seqcoc.org
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At a gala this November, Caribbean Life will present its 2nd annual Caribbean Impact Awards 
which will recognize outstanding New Yorkers of Caribbean Heritage. These individuals will represent 

the best of the Caribbean diaspora working in a diversity of fi elds: from education, fi nance, 
and non-profi t to manufacturing, media, and retail and everything in between.

 
We will honor Caribbean Americans who, through perseverance and hard work, 

have realized the American dream and who have brought a sense of Caribbean pride along with them.
 

If you want to nominate a Caribbean American who has shown outstanding achievements 
in his or her fi eld, and who resides or works in New York, please fi ll out the form & mail it to us 

before August 30, 2016. You can also submit your nomination online at www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com/nominate. 
We will contact you before September 26, 2016 if your candidate is selected.

Nominate an outstanding Caribbean American who has made an Impact in New York
Your name: (Please print clearly)_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name of nominee:_________________________________________Nominee’s Caribbean heritage (country of origin):__________________

Your relationship to nominee:_________________________________Nominee’s occupation/profession:______________________________

Where does your nominee currently work?_______________________________________________________________________________

Previous awards or professional recognition (if any):_______________________________________________________________________

What makes  your nominee outstanding? (100 words or less):________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please use additional paper, if necessary.

How can we reach you?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

How can we reach your nominee?  

Daytime phone________________Cell phone________________Home phone________________ Email_____________________________

Please include a copy of your nominee’s bio or resume if available.

Mail to:  Caribbean Life, Caribbean Impact Awards
               One MetroTech Center North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Caribbean Impact Awards
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

(718) 260–8302
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
You never knew what you 

didn’t have.
There were times in your 

childhood when cereal was sup-
per because there was noth-
ing else. When birthday toys 
seemed gently pre-loved, hand-
me-downs were new to you, and 
you were none the wiser. Your 
family didn’t have much and you 
never realized it then but in the 
book “The Education of Kevin 
Powell” by Kevin Powell, getting 
schooled later was rough.

Born in the spring of 1966, 
Kevin Powell entered the world 
and, though his mother had 
moved to Jersey City from “Down 
South” to escape it, slid directly 
into poverty. They shared a rat-
and-roach-infested apartment 
with Powell’s aunt and her son, 
and their us-against-the-world 
closeness was “something safe, 
something magical…”

At age four, Powell “did not 

know what the word ‘drunk’ 
meant,” but he learned at a 
party, and was beaten by his 
mother for getting drunk-sick. 
At age six, his grandfather died, 
but although Powell barely 
knew the man, he understood 
that he was a wife-beater. At 
13, he impulsively joined a fight 
and lost his cousin, who angrily 
shunned Powell for the rest of 
their lives.

As he grew and matured, 
Powell began to realize that his 
family was poor. His home turf 
was bleak and there were times 
when it seemed like a dead-end, 
but his mother told him that he 
needed an education to become 
something. She’d never hugged 
him. He received no physical 

affection from her; in fact, she 
beat him regularly. She said he 
wasn’t “gonna make it,” but she 
got him a library card anyway. 
Books opened up his world, 
he hungered to read, and he 
decided that he wanted to be 
a writer.

But then life intervened.
Powell went to college, but 

his temper got him into trou-
ble time and again. He joined 
a mosque, but left it just as 
quickly. He’d learned to hate 
White people, and that got him 
into trouble, too. He found suc-
cess in the entertainment world, 
but he started to drink and com-
mit petty crimes; he hit bottom, 
then hit it again… until a search 
for his lost past gave him what 
he needed.

Imagine, if you will, that 
you’re in the ring with a pro-
wrestler.

He picks you up, and slams 
you to the mat. Then he does 
it again. And again. That’s what 
it’s like to read “The Education 
of Kevin Powell”: a series of lit-
erary body-slams, over and over 
and over.

Part of that effect comes 
from Powell’s style: there are 
times when he pulls out a sense 

of childlike innocence that’ll 
make you chuckle uneasily. But 
beware — there are teeth behind 
the wide-eyed schtick, and his 

next memory gnashes them. In 
a way, that can be quite relent-
less — but it’s also very interest-
ing and oh-so-entertaining.

Kevin Powell. 

Book cover of “The Education of Kevin Powell” by Kevin 
Powell

The journey of Kevin Powell

ALLERGY & ASTHMA
Dr. Stephen Rand - Kings Plaza 
Professional Center 
Diplomate, American Board of Allergy, Asst. Clinical 
Professor of Medicine-SUNY Brooklyn. Pulmonary, Nasal 
& Allergy Testing Treatment
2270 Kimball Street, Marine Park, NY • (718) 377-0011

AUDIOLOGY
Liberty Hearing Centers
Specializing in Revolutionary Invisible Hearing Aid. 
Free Hearing Screenings
Bay Ridge: 9015 5 Ave.
Sheepshead Bay: 2204 Voorhies Ave.
Flatbush: 445 Lenox Road • 1 (888) 337-5650

CHIROPRACTIC
Live Holistic
Specializing in Spinal Correction & Pain Reduction

Dr. Vincent Adamo
Most insurance plans accepted
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Bay Ridge, NY 11209
(718) 921-5483 • www.LiveHolistic.net

Dr. Melinda Keller - Brooklyn Spine Center
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 234-6212

DENTISTRY
Dr. Joseph Lichter - Cosmetic & Family Dental
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, NY 11229
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

FAMILY PRACTICE
Camele White, M.D. - Family Physician
Adults, Children and Gynecology/Women’s Health 
Services
385 Remsen Avenue, Brooklyn NY
(347) 915-1755

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Dr. Natalie A. Marks, M.D.
Internal Medicine/Vascular Medicine Specialist Director 
of the Vein Center of N.Y. Specializing in Varicose Veins.
960-50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularnyc.com

Dr. Zhanna Tsukerman
514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218
(718) 484-7040 • www.doctortsukerman.com

South Island Medical Assoc. PC
2398 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn • (718) 627-1100
8918 Avenue L. Brooklyn • (718) 241-1234
1610 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn • (718) 251-0530
17-31 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-5400
711 Seagirt Blvd, Far Rockaway • (718) 471-3900
9009 Rkway Bch Blvd, Rockaway Beach (718) 318-
5400

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Dr. Alfredo Castillo, M.D. - Pain Relief 
Center
9731 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
126 Weiland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10309 
(718) 966-8120
www.brooklynpainreliefcenter.com

HealthQuest 
Dr. Igor Stiler- Neurology
Alla Mavasheva-MRI Technologist
Dr. Russel Greenseid- Chiropractor
Dr. Nick Chapetta- Chiropractor
Dr. Daniel Wilen - Ortopedic Surgeon
Our compresensive treatment program promotes a fast, 
safe, return to health.

3500 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(718) 769-2521 • www.HQBK.com

PODIATRY
Santi Podiatry Group
240 East Fifth Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 435-1031 • 
www.SantiPodiatry.com

RADIOLOGY
Marine Park Radiology
2270 Kimball Street, Brooklyn, NY  
(718) 253-6616 • www.marineparkradiology.com

RHEUMATOLOGY 
Dr. Victoria Katz
Internal Medicine. Rheumatology & Pediatric 
Rheumatology

1664 E 14th St., Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11229
71-36 110th St., Suite IJ, Forest Hills, NY 11375
51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808, New York, NY 10017
(718) 375-2300 • (212) 563-6020
www.victoriakatzmd.com

THE MEDICAL DIRECTORY FOR BROOKLYN
UROLOGY
New York Urologic Institute
2270 Kimball Street, Suite 101A, Brooklyn, NY 11234
107-15 Jamaica Avenue, New York 11418
2632 E 14th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 878-3523 • www.nyui.org

VASCULAR 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, M.D.- The Vascular 
Institute of NY
960-50 St., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
(718) 438-3800 • www.vascularNYC.com

Vein Treatment Center
Dr. L. khitin, M. D., F.A.C.S
Cardiovascular Surgeon, Board Certified in general 
and cardiothoracic surgery
406 15th St.,  Park Slope, Brooklyn  
(212) 575-8346 • www.veinstretment.com

WEIGHT LOSS
Conquer the Crave® Physician-supervised 
weight loss program
507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
(516) 295-7400 or (718) 285-8807
www.conquerthecrave.com

“The Education of Kevin 
Powell” by Kevin Powell
c.2015, Atria 
$15.00 / $22.00 Canada 
287 pages
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Muhammad Ali, Prince and 
Maurice White, are among the 
celebrated achievers slated for 
a series of tributes marking 
the 2016 “Harlem Week” fes-
tivities.

The three iconic talents will 
be regaled on separate dates 
with activities befitting their 
individual legacies during day-
long activities slated at numer-
ous Harlem locations. 

Ali who died June 3, 2016 
will be remembered with a 
Children’s festival themed for 
Back To School at a schoolyard 
location at 135th St. & Mal-
colm X Blvd.

Prince passed on April 21, 
2016 and his day will feature a 
musicfest and Soul Train trib-
ute at Marcus Garvey Park on 
Aug. 1.

White, co-founder of the 
rhythm and blues group Earth, 
Wind & Fire died on Feb. 3, 
2016.

His legacy will be recalled 
with an r&b, jazz, hip-hop, 
blues, reggae and dance trib-
ute on Aug. 21 at 135th St. & 
St. Nicholas Ave. where a stage 
will feature a variety of popular 
music.

Also slated for distinctive 
recognition is blues singer Nina 
Simone who died at age 52 in 
France on April 21, 2003.

“Uptown Saturday Night” 
will highlight the tribute to 
the singer acclaimed as the 
High Priestess of Soul. Latin 
icon Eddie Palmieri will also be 
hailed on the Aug. 20 date.

Retiring Cong. Charles B. 
Rangel will have his day after 
46 years representing Harlem 
in the Congress. On Aug. 21, 
the persevering politician along 
with Serena Williams, Donnie 
McClurkin, and Eddie LeVert, 
lead singer for The O’Jays will 
also be acknowledged as indi-
viduals who have “transformed 
the world.”

Delivering a multiplicity of 
honors on that Sunday, organ-
izers have also announced 
that the pioneering events of 
Harlem politician and Inner 
City Broadcasting Corporation 

radio innovator Percy Sutton 
will be highlighted by a 5K run 
and walk through the Harlem 
village. 

Sutton died on Dec. 26, 2009 
at age 89. 

It was 42 years ago that the 
first celebration evolved from 
a one day “Harlem Day” 1974 
idea to being the annual, allur-
ing, boast-worthy attraction to 
thousands.

Last week, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and his wife Chirlayne 
McCray hosted the first “Har-
lem Week” of the year event 
with an afternoon cultural 
kick-off to “Harlem Havana,” 
a collaborative launch to the 
first, annual, Harlem / Havana 
Music & Cultural Festival.

With a promise of heralding 
the bond between Harlem and 
the Cuban capital since World 
War I, films, fashion, foods and 
music already pack a daily list-
ing of activities marking the 

Harlem/Havana connection.
“A Great Day In Harlem” 

slates the first series of celebra-
tion to the village on July 31.

A fashion showcase, gospel 
caravan, international cultural 
showcase and a concert under 
the stars is billed at Ulysses S. 
Grant Memorial Park, 122nd 
St. & Riverside Drive.

Guaranteed to pour over 
the significance and excellence 
Harlem has contributed to the 
New York landscape, “A Great 
Day In Harlem” was inspired by 
a classic photograph captured 
by Art Kane when he used his 
camera to honor the legacies of 
57 jazz greats. 

Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

In this Oct. 23, 2000, fi le photo, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi  
Annan, left, jokes with boxing great Muhammad Ali during a 
photo session with U.N. Messengers of Peace at the United 
Nations. Associated Press / Shawn Baldwin, File

‘Harlem Week’ will salute greats

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental



Caribbean Life, July 22-28, 2016 33  BQ

By Nelson A. King
Thousands of Vincentians from all 

walks of life on Saturday converged 
on Brown’s Bay Park in Western 
Ontario, Canada for the annual Vincy 
Unity Picnic.

Organizers said about 20,000 
nationals from major North Ameri-
can cities trekked to the picturesque 
site, bordering the St. Lawrence 
River in the 1,000 Is. area, for the 
extravaganza.

In almost picture perfect weath-
er — temperatures in the 70s — 

nationals displayed a cornucopia of 
colors, gyrated to pulsating Vincen-
tian and Caribbean music, and feast-
ed on a potpourri of national delica-
cies, washing them down with local 
drinks, such as sorrel, ginger beer 
and mauby.

Vincentians, their friends and sup-
porters came on the annual pilgrim-
age from major North American cit-
ies, such as Ottawa, Montreal, Toron-
to, New York, Philadelphia, Miami, 
Boston and Washington, D.C.

They proclaimed, in interviews 

with Caribbean Life, that the get-
together is a must!

“I love it, it’s great,” said Cassan-
dra Gonsalves-Thompson, a banker 
in Toronto, sitting on a large blan-
ket under a tree. “They (organizers) 
picked the perfect location.

“You have folks from Montreal, 
Toronto and the [United] States — 
all over the place,” added Gonsalves-
Thompson, enjoying her third picnic. 
“This is great. You get to meet the 
people you grew up with. It’s good 

Vincentians converge in Canada 

Continued on Page 34

Reggae Ambassador, Freddie McGre-
gor, O.D. released his highly anticipat-
ed album, “True to My Roots” on his 
Big Ship Music label on July 1, 2016. 
Previously in June, his hit singles 
entitled “What You Gonna Do” and 
“True to My Roots” made history top-
ping the NY & South Florida Reggae 
Music charts up to seven weeks in a 
row respectively and has continued 
to receive heavy airplay. Additionally, 
in a tribute to his longtime friend, 
Dennis Brown (Crown Prince of Reg-
gae), McGregor includes a remake of 
the popular track “Your Love’s Got a 
Hold on Me” on the classic Studio One 
“Havenless” riddim. Other notable 
tracks are “Calling” and “Indigenous 
People,” two anthems addressing the 
prevalence of violence, need for lead-

The City of New York goes back to 
basic on the 52nd year of independence 
for the Caribbean island of Jamaica. 
JA Jamdown presents ‘The 4th Annual 
Jamaica Family Fun Day’ on Sunday, 
Aug. 7, 2016 at Thomas Jefferson High 
School Field located at 125-08 Flat-
lands Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11208. 

The event begins at 11 am - 9 pm it’s 
Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34
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Kingsley “Ragashanti” Stewart

Michelle “Hibiscus” Hillocks performs at the Vincy Unity Picnic in Canada. Photo by Nelson A. King

Jamaicans 
celebrate 

‘True To My Roots’ 
debuts at #10

UNITY UNITY 
PICNIC PICNIC 
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highly recommend for early 
arrival. The afternoon is antic-
ipated to be jam packed with 
Jamaicans from throughout 
the tri-state area and those 
who love the culture, coming 
together for one common pur-
pose, to honor a special day in 
history.

JA JamDown CEO, Brother 
Gee said, “We want people to 
feel like they’re back home by 
triggering good ole’ memories. 
Throughout the USA, Jamai-
ca’s independence is celebrated 
and as members of the Jamaica 
/ NYC diaspora we must pre-
serve our history, plus  it’s a 
responsibility we have to our 
culture, community, and peo-
ple to put together an event 
such as this.”

Patrons are highly suggest-
ed to come prepared for a host 
of activities such as Bull in 
a Pen, Bulla Eating Contest, 
Hulla Hoop Contest, Dominoes 
Contest, Tag-A-War, and many 
more organized competitions 
are set in place.

But, the fun doesn’t stop 

there, Ragashanti, owner of 
Tamborine Radio and Prince 
Marni, Internet comedian 
sensation, will be hosting the 
main stage which features live 
performances from Professor 
Nuts, General Trees, Sprouti, 
Livety International Sound, 
and Skelesha, the Dancehall 
Puppet. 

Tickets are available online 
via wwwJAJamDown.com or 
for more information, contact 
718-483-8372.

About JA JamDown
JA JamDown is a cultural 

movement that seeks to reu-
nite, preserve and educate the 
next generation of Caribbean 
nationals about their rich cul-
tural heritage. 

Through family time, 
sports, stories, music and food, 
as your motto, would have it 
“Out of Many, One People,” a 
reference to the many cultures 
that came together to produce 
a nation. 

In this case here at JA Jam-
Down, it out of many, Cultural 
activities we are seeking to 
preserve our heritage as we 
continue to build and cherish 
all the nations in the Carib-
bean.

to reconnect, and it’s a good 
reminder of how you grew up. 
Vincy spirit alive!”

G on s a l ve s -T homp s on’s 
friends, Carol Hendrickson 
and her daughter, Leanna Est-
wick, along with Hendrickson’s 
parents, Charles and Pauline 
Hendrickson, joined her at the 
picnic.

“It’s a lovely day out — to 
see old friends and family,” said 
Carol, who was born in Lon-
don and recently migrated to 
Toronto, as Leanna, enjoying 
her first Unity Picnic, turned 
chicken legs and thighs on a 
small gas grill. 

“I love the family aspect of 
it – the food, the music,” added 
Carol, later putting corn on the 
grill. “It’s worth the drive [three 
hours by car from Toronto].”

“Very nice!” intoned her Bar-
badian-born mother, who met 
Carol’s Vincentian-born father 
in London before the couple 
decided to retire in Layou, Mr. 
Hendrickson’s place of birth in 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
“Plenty of people to chat to. 
I’m enjoying the music; lovely 
atmosphere.”

Brooklyn resident Nolene 
King brought along her elder 
sister, Ester, and Trinidadian 

friend, Marilyn Sampson, dur-
ing the 10-hour bus trip, organ-
ized by the Brooklyn-based 
Vincentian umbrella group in 
the U.S., Council of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines’ Organiza-
tions, U.S.A. Inc. (COSAGO).

“I really like it,” said King, 
purchasing Vincy memorabilia 
at a tent with a plethora of Car-
ibbean merchandise, as a DJ 
nearby struck up Kevin Lyttle’s 
“Coming Home for Carnival.” 
“Meeting people, family and 
friends is great.”

Sampson agreed: “I’m meet-
ing people and enjoying some 
of the good food.”

Further away and closer to 
the water’s edge at the expan-
sive park, COSAGO set up 
tents, with busloads of sup-
porters volunteering to prepare 
meals.

“I like it — a lot of unity 
and togetherness, and you get 
to meet people,” said Brooklyn 
resident Kimberly David, as she 
prepared vegetables with Celloy 
Williams. “Everybody works 
together.”

“It’s a great opportunity to 
reconnect with Vincentians in 
the Diaspora,” said Williams, 
also a Brooklyn resident, enjoy-
ing her fourth Unity Picnic. 
“You meet new people, make 

new friends.”
Queens resident Ruth 

Browne-King said the picnic 
served as “a great get-away 
time for me.” “Whatever thing 
they’re [organizers] doing here, 
they’re doing a great job in 
getting people together,” said 
Browne-King, grinding garlic 
and preparing chive. 

As she turned breadfruit, 
roasting on charcoal, lawyer 

Curlina Edwards, part of the 
COSAGO organizing commit-
tee and co-captain on one of 
four buses from Brooklyn, said 
she did not mind getting her 
fingers dirty.

“I’m a country woman,” 
Edwards said. “I enjoy serv-
ing my people. I don’t mind 
roasting breadfruit, doing food 
preparation and doing what’s 
necessary.”

Continued from page 33 
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ership, fight for social justice 
and encourages youth within 
many underserved commu-
nities today. 

“‘True to My Roots’ (the 
album) dropped right in time 
for International Reggae Day 
and has received rave reviews 
in the UK, Japan, the Carib-
bean and U.S, it’s definite-
ly an album for the people. 
What began this year as a 
‘new project’ is now a living 
testimony for many includ-
ing myself. Giving your all, 
staying true and never giving 
up is what Big Ship Music 
is all about,” says Freddie 
McGregor, CEO Big Ship 
Music Inc. 

Currently the Big Ship 
family (including McGre-
gor’s talented offspring 
Daniel “Chino” McGregor, 
Stephen “Di Genius” cred-
ited songwriter and producer 
on Drake’s “Controlla” hit 
and Shemabeth) is touring 
Brussels, Germany, Spain, 
Amsterdam, Belgium, Hun-
gary and Italy. Released 

on the Big Ship Music Inc. 
label with notable produc-
ers Dalton Browne, Cleve-
land Browne (of the legen-
dary Reggae production duo, 
Steely & Clevie) and Lloyd 
Campbell, the album “True 
to My Roots” transcends the 
trials of life, inspires love, 
celebrates cultural pride 
and preservation and shares 
a prophetic message with 
today’s youth. “True to My 
Roots” is living proof that 
Reggae music is still univer-
sal and its boundaries limit-
less. 

Continued from page 33 

“True to My Roots” album 
cover.
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Cheap Thrills
Sia Feat. Sean Paul

Don’t Let Me Down
The Chainsmokers Feat. Daya

Can’t Stop the Feeling!
Justin Timberlake

One Dance
Drake Feat. WizKid & Kyla

This is What You Came For
Calvin Harris feat. Rihanna

Just Like Fire
P!nk

Ride
twenty one pilots

Don’t Mind
Kent Jones

Send My Love
Adele

Needed Me
Rihanna

Blank Face LP
ScHoolboy Q

The North Corridor
Chevelle

Where The Light Shines...
Switchfoot

California
Blink - 182

Lemonade
Beyonce

Hamilton: An American...
Original Broadway Cast

Views
Drake

Blurryface
tewnty one pilots

Wildfl ower
The Avalanches

Traveller
Chris Stapleton

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

A section of the large crowd of Vincentians at the annual 
Vincy Unity Picnic in Canada. Photo by Nelson A. King

Reggae AmbassadorFamily Day

VINCY FUN DAY
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By Kam Williams
When Rebecca (Teresa 

Palmer) was growing up, she 
spent many a sleepless night 
frightened by noises that she 
only heard after the lights went 
out. Today, the emancipated 
22-year-old has all but forgot-
ten that unfortunate chapter of 
her childhood. After all, she’s 
long-since moved out of the 
house and has her own apart-
ment as well as a devoted, if 
dimwitted, boyfriend, Bret 
(Alexander DiPersia), she’s been 
dating for eight months.

But Rebecca’s relative state of 
bliss is rudely interrupted when 
she gets word that her little 
brother, Martin (Gabriel Bate-
man), has been suffering from 

insomnia for several days. She 
can’t help but wonder whether 
he’s just having nightmares or 
if he’s being terrorized by the 
the same sort of paranormal 

activity that had plagued her 
own formative years.

It suddenly has Rebecca 
reflecting on how her father 
(Billy Burke) had perished 

under mysterious circumstanc-
es at work after being warned 
by an alarmed colleague (Lotta 
Losten) that something weird 
was happening with the office 
lights. Could his untimely 
death possibly be related to lit-
tle Martin’s current plight or 
was there no correlation?

So, those are among Rebec-
ca’s concerns when she returns 
home to comfort her scared 
sibling. She offers to take cus-
tody of Martin as soon as he 
starts talking about their mom 
Sophie’s (Maria Bello) recent 
bizarre behavior, an indication 
that she might again be strug-
gling with bouts of depression.

Truth be told, however, 
something supernatural is 
afoot. The premises have been 
invaded by the ghost of Sophie’s 
BFF (Alicia Vela-Bailey) who 
died from a light-sensitive skin 
condition when they were kids. 
For some unexplained reason, 
she’s morphed into an evil 
apparition that haunts her old 
friend’s house and only comes 
out at night.

“Lights Out”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG-13 for violence, 
mature themes, disturb-
ing images, incessant ter-
ror and brief drug use
Running time: 81 min-
utes
Distributor: Warner 
Brothers Pictures

Absolutely Fabulous 
(R for profanity, sexual-
ity and drug use) Adap-
tation of the British TV 
sitcom revolving around 
a couple of flamboyant, 
aging fashionistas (Jennnifer Saunders 
and Joanna Lumley) who flee London 
for the French Riviera after creating a 
media storm by accidentally knocking 
now-missing supermodel Kate Moss off 
a balcony and into the River Thames. 
With Rebel Wilson, Joanna Lumley, 
John Hamm and Alexa Chung, with 
cameos by Jerry Hall and Joan Collins.

Don’t Think Twice (R for profanity 
and drug use) Ensemble dramedy about 
the emotional fallout visited upon a 
fledgling, improv comedy troupe when 
one of its members (Keegan Michael-
Key) gets a big break on a Saturday 
Night Live-type TV show. Cast mem-
bers include Gllian Jacobs, Chris Geth-
ard, Kate Micucci, Tami Sagher and the 
film’s writer/director Mike Birbiglia.

Don’t Worry Baby (Unrated) “Who’s 
the daddy?” dramedy about a philander-
ing husband (Christopher MacDonald) 
who unknowingly cheats on his wife 
(Talia Balsam) by sleeping with the 
same woman (Dreama Walker) as their 
son (John Magaro), only to learn that 
one of them is the father of her daugh-
ter (Rainn Williams). With Tom Lipin-
ski, Britt Lower and Phil Burke.

For the Plasma (Unrated) Buddy 
dramedy, set in Maine, about the friend-
ship rekindled betwen a forest fire look-

out (Rosalie Lowe) and the former BFF 
(Anabelle LeMieux) she hires as her 
assistant. Support cast includes Tom 
Lloyd, Ryohei Hoshi and Erica Jennifer 
Hill.

Hillary’s America: The Secret His-
tory of the Democratic Party (PG-13 
for violence, mature themes and smok-
ing) Political documentary, written and 
directed by arch-conservative Dinesh 
D’Souza, incriminating Hillary Clinton 
while uncovering shady skeletons in the 
Democrats’ closet. Featuring commen-
tary by D’Souza, Jonah Goldberg and 
Peter Schweizer.

Quitters (R for sexuality, profani-
ty, and teen drug and alcohol abuse) 
Coming-of-age dramedy, set in San 
Francisco, about a troubled teen (Ben 
Konigsberg) who finds a better fam-
ily to live with after his parents’ (Mira 
Sorvino and Greg Germann) marriage 
falls apart. Featuring Kara Hayward, 
Morgan Turner and Kieran Culkin.

The Seventh Fire (Unrated) Native 
American documentary, set in Minne-
sota, about a jaded gang leader (Rob 
Brown) just sentenced to prison who 
rethinks his violent lifestyle role while his 
impressionable teen protege (Kevin Fine-
day) still dreams of becoming the biggest 
drug dealer on their Ojibwe reservation.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Teresa Palmer and Gabriel Bateman in “Lights Out.” Warner Brothers

Independent & Foreign Films

Ghost appears only in the dark in horror flick

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS
A PAUL GREENGRASS FILM MATT DAMON “JASON BOURNE” TOMMY LEE JONES ALICIA VIKANDER VINCENT CASSEL

JULIA STILES RIZ AHMED

IN ASSOCIATION WITH PERFECT WORLD PICTURES A KENNEDY/MARSHALL PRODUCTION IN ASSOCIATION WITH
CAPTIVATE ENTERTAINMENT/PEARL STREET

DAVID BUCKLEYJOHN POWELLMUSIC
BY

& CHRISTOPHER  ROUSEPAUL GREENGRASSWRITTEN
BY PAUL GREENGRASSDIRECTED

BY

ROBERT LUDLUMBASED ON CHARACTERS
CREATED BY

JENNIFER TODD DOUG LIMANCHRISTOPHER ROUSEHENRY MORRISONEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

JEFFREY M. WEINER BEN SMITH MATT DAMON PAUL GREENGRASS GREGORY GOODMANFRANK MARSHALLPRODUCED
BY

A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2016 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC

STARTS FRIDAY, JULY 29 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR  
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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CARIBBEAN LIFE 
IS LOOKING FOR 
DYNAMIC MEDIA 
SALESPEOPLE

BE A PART OF OUR SUCCESS
Caribbean Life, New York’s largest newspaper reaching the Caribbean 

Diaspora for more than 25 years, is looking for experienced salespeople 
to sell print, digital, and sponsorship advertising.

The position requires a motivated outside sales representative to develop new business 
through in-person sales calls, and to grow revenue by exceeding customer expectations.

Caribbean Life is part of Community News Group (CNG) which reaches 
over a million readers weekly with its 20+ newspapers.  

In addition CNG has digital products, magazines, and local events.

Please send your resume and cover letter to cluster@cnglocal.com
or call Clifford Luster at 718-260-2504. 

 communication skills

 proficiency

 required

 Expenses, Paid vacation

Requirements & Qualifications

Community News Group is an EOE.
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Team St. Lucia opened week eight 
of the 2016 New York Caribbean Cup 
Soccer Tournament with a workman 
like effort against the U-23 Brooklyn 
Soca Lions team.

Because of the withdrawal of Team 
Barbados, the youthful Lions have 
filled the gap admirably during this 

25th anniversary season of the Cup.
The young Lions represented 

themselves very well but at the end 
of the day, the more experienced 
Lucians came away with a 2-0 win on 
goals by Leigh Marcellin and Daran 
Fedee on either side of the half.

In game two between Team Guy-

ana and Team Antigua & Barbuda 
was a classic 0-0 draw. 

For much of the first half the game 
was played between the 18-yard lines, 
however, just before the half ended, 
the Golden Jaguars got a golden 
opportunity to go ahead from a cor-

NY Caribbean Cup Soccer enters week 8

Continued on Page 38

By Azad Ali
West Indies middle-order batsman 

Marlon Samuels is suing former Aus-
tralian fast bowler Geoff Lawson for 
accusing him of being involved with 
criminal gangs in Jamaica.

Lawson’s comments, described in 
Samuel’s statement as “erroneous, 
malicious, and unjustifiable,” were 
made on a radio broadcast a day after 
the Jamaican led West Indies to their 
second World Twenty20 title in India 
earlier this year. 

He was quoted as saying Lawson’s 
comments were not just defamatory but 

By Nelson A. King
Vincentian track star Brandon Val-

entine-Parris says preparations are in 
high gear to compete in the Sumer 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

“Right now, I’m just focusing on get-
ting stronger and getting more power 
in the weight room,” said Valentine-
Parris, 21, in an exclusive Caribbean 
Life interview Monday after returning 
the day before from the four-day North 
American, Central American and Carib-
bean (NACAC) Under 23 athletic cham-
pionship in San Salvador, El Salvador, 
which ran from July 14-17. 

“I’m trying to stay healthy and men-

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

Brandon Valentine-Parris ran a 21.48 
in the 200 meters en route to setting 
the meet record at the Emory Cross-
plex Invitationa. Clafl in University

Marvens Dominique #16 (Haiti) on the attack against Theon Gordon #4 (St. Vincent and the Grenadines) 
during a New York Caribbean Cup match in Brooklyn. Keith Dawson

Vincy star 
preps for Rio

WI cricketer sues 
Aussie fast bowler

GOAL GOAL 
DROUGHTDROUGHT
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tally-focused and not be overwhelmed 
by the opportunity,” added Valentine-
Parris, who is one of two Vincentian 
track stars selected to compete in the 
Olympics, which spans from Aug. 
5-21.  

Valentine-Parris — who was the 
lead athlete when the Thomas Saun-
ders Secondary School (TSSS) first 
competed in the Penn Relays at the 
University of Pennsylvania in Phila-
delphia in 2011 — will represent the 
nation, along with Kineke Alexander, 
in the 400m in the Rio Games.

“At first, the excitement did not 
hit me right when I was told,” said 
Valentine-Parris, who is on an ath-
letic scholarship at Claflin University 
in Orangeburg, S.C. 

“I am extremely excited and grate-
ful [to be] given the opportunity,” 
added the track standout. “I am also 
humbled and honored. It really does 
mean a lot being the first athlete 
from my school and the first in my 
family to compete at these games. 

“I am working hard but smart, 
and doing my best to prepare myself,” 
Valentine-Parris continued. “I am 
looking to cut my times down before 
heading to the Olympics.”

He earned the spot on the St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines’ Olympic 
team through an invitation from the 
International Association of Athlet-
ics Federations (IAAF) for achieving 
the country’s best time (46.11 sec.) 
in the 400m., according to Claflin 
University.

In competing in the 2nd Organi-
zation of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) track and field champion-
ships in the British Virgin Islands 
(BVI)  late last month, Valentine-Par-
ris said, while he did not win, he was 
“pleased that I found myself again.”

He said he placed third in the men’s 
400m in 46.77 sec. and fifth in the 
men’s 200m in 21.15 sec., adding that 
“the joy of the day was being a part of 
the winning 4x400m relay team. 

“At the end of the OECS meet, I 
was informed that I was selected to 
represent St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines at the 2016 Olympic Games in 
Rio de Janeiro,” Valentine-Parris said. 

“Being a part of my country’s 
Olympic team – it  hasn’t hit me yet,” 
he added. “I’m sure, when I get to Rio, 
everything will set in. “It’s a great 
accomplishment to make the Olympic 
team and a great opportunity for me 
to get the experience I need to con-
tinue to be successful in my career.” 

Claflin University said Valentine-
Parris had a “breakout season” dur-
ing his sophomore campaign for the 
school’s athletic team, known as the 
Claflin Panthers.  

During the 2016 indoor season, 
he placed third in the 400m at the 
National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion (NCAA) Division II Indoor Track 
and Field Championships in Pitts-
burg, Kan. to earn the  All-American 
Status. 

also deeply offensive and damaging to 
his character.

Samuels said he intends not only 
to defend his character, integrity and 
image as an international cricketer but 
also the values he has defended in his 
career.

“I also wish to avoid any public fig-
ure from making insulting or false 
allegations an athlete using the media, 
without evidence or foundation or to 
go unpunished,” Samuels was quoted 
as saying. 

His lawsuit includes journalists 
James Matthey, who published a news 
story on the website news.com.au, also 
accusing him of being involved with 
criminal gangs in Jamaica.

In his statement, Samuels said he 
has no criminal record nor has been 
the subject of any criminal investiga-
tions.

He said the comments were pub-
lished and aired with the absence of 
conducting proper journalist research 
nor was he contacted to give his views 
on the damaging remarks about his 
character. 

ner but the ball just wizzed wide off 
the post.

Minutes into the second half, Benna 
Boy Jahwan Joseph was brought down 
inside the 18-yard box but Richard Rey-
nolds came up big for the Golden Jag-
uars on the ensuing penalty to keep the 
score level at 0-0.

If there was an MVP vote for this 
game it would have gone to Richard 
Reynolds automatically. Following 
the penalty, he was tested severely by 
the Benna Boys for a good 10-minute 
stretch but blocked or pushed shot after 
shot wide off the post.

The Golden Jaguars eventually 
regained their composure for with the 
playoffs looming, points were crucial 
to both teams, however, and while both 
teams were happy to come away with a 

point one could sense the dissatisfac-
tion with not coming away with maxi-
mum points.

The feature game of the afternoon 
between Team St. Vincent & the Gren-
adines and Team Haiti got off to a late 
start as once again the Team Haiti play-
ers were tardy in arriving at the park.

When the game did get started both 
teams had less than their full comple-
ment of 11 players on the field.

Despite playing with one player 
less than Team Haiti, the Vincentians 
adapted quite well to their situation and 
in fact did not play like they were over 
matched.

The opening goal came quite unex-
pectedly when Jean Gary Rubin inter-
cepted a pass about 30 yards out and 
drove a scorcher toward goal. Just 
before the ball got to Vincy’s substitute 
goalkeeper Nateka Simmons, the ball 

bounced in front of him and skidded 
through his hands into the goal.

As the second half progressed, a 
determined Vincy Heat was on the hunt 
for the equalizer but 15 minutes into 
the half, Milcar Edson just about broke 
the hearts of Vincy fans when his shot 
from distance beat replacement substi-
tute goalkeeper Delroy Samuel.

Following the second goal, the Vin-
centians had their chances to perhaps 
bring the game even but were denied by 
faulty and sometimes hesitant shoot-
ing, particularly by Daran Francis.

Games Sunday, July 24, 2016
1:30 pm – Team ST. Kitts & Nevis vs 

Team Panama
3:30 pm – Team Jamaica vs Team 

Dominica
5:30 pm – Team Guyana vs Team 

Grenada

Continued from page 37 
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West Indies’ batsman Marlon Samu-
els. Associated Press / Andres Leighton

Marlon Benjamin #12 (Guyana) and Karanja Jack #4 (Antigua & Barbuda) battle for the ball. Keith Dawson

TEAM HAITI DEFEATS ST. VINCENT

Samuels defends his character

Vincy star 
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The West Indies team is set 
to play India four Test match-
es and the visitors are tour-
ing with a uniquely balanced 
squad with strong batting and 
a superb bowling attack with 
spinners and pace. 

However, the regional team 
is going to be without Jer-
ome Taylor and Kemar Roach 
because they were not selected 
for this series against India. 

Marlon Samuels is the most 
experienced in the West Indies 
squad with 64 Tests with an 
average below 35 followed by 
Darren Bravo who has about 
the best average of 41:50 runs 
after 42 Test matches.

HOLDER, GABRIEL, 
BRATHWAITE POSE 
NO THREAT TO INDIA

Shannon Gabriel is very 
quick but not very accurate as 
a fast bowler to pose a serious 
threat to the Indian batsmen.

Jason Holder and the inex-
perienced Carlos Brathwaite 
are now getting into the Test 
cricket rhythm. With such pace 
as Gabriel carries, it would 
have been appropriate to have 
a bowler to back him up from 

the other end. 
Leg spinner Devendra Bishoo 

is having another opportunity. 
He is effective in short spells 
but beyond that he throws 
down long ups and bowls too 
short. 

Bishoo can be a 
wicket taker if used 

correctly.

He is very effective when 
he keeps the ball up to the 
batsmen and develops a quick 
straight one. 

Captain Jason Holder must 
avoid using Bishoo for long 
spells. He can be a wicket taker 
if used correctly.

JASON MOHAMMED 
SHOULD BE IN TESTS

Trinidad and Tobago bats-
man who is in top form in the 
Caribbean Premier League has 

shown skills as a batsman that 
should be used in Test cricket. 
He bats intelligently and has 
a big appetite to stay at the 
wicket for long periods. 

Many West Indies batsmen 
lack the ability to remain at 
the wicket for a long time. 
Mohammed is showing some 
top class batting, superb tim-
ing and stroke play. West Indies 
will do very well with him in 
the middle order.

CPL Twenty20, 2016 
POINTS TABLE UP TO 
7-19-16

Jamaica Jallawahs: 11 points 
from 7 matches. 

Guyana Amazon Warriors: 
10 points from 7 matches.

Barbados Tridents: 7 points 
from 6 matches.

Trinbago Knightriders: 6 
points from 7 matches.

St. Kitts and Nevis Patriots: 
2 points from 4 matches.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies’ Darren Bravo hits a shot during the third and 
fi nal One Day International cricket match against Sri Lanka, 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Sunday, Feb. 6, 2011.  
 Associated Press / Eranga Jayawardena, File

West Indies bowling very weak!

let’s make new & used 
car buying great again!

GREAT
REPUTATION

GREAT
PRICING

GREAT
CARS

CERTIFIEDCERTIFIEDCERTIFIED

�������	
��
Model#12016, Stk#U25925

4 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 9755 mi.

Buy
For  

$11,899

������
���
Model#13016, Stk#U25780

4 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 8670 mi.

Buy
For  

$������

����������
Model#22116, Stk#U25936,

4 cyl, auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 9266 mi. 

Buy
For  

$������

CERTIFIED
Pre-Owned 0% APR

AVAILABLE
ON ANY BRAND 

WE SELL

CARS & TRUCKS 
STARTING
             AT   

$4995

WE SELL & SERVICE ANY BRAND, MAKE & MODEL

(2)

ONLY
$595

DOWN 
PAYMENT (1)

RETURN ANY LEASE HERE WITH YOUR PURCHASE ANY MAKE - ANY BRAND 

New 2016
Nissan      Rogue
MSRP: $25,415. Model# 22216, 
STK#901152. Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l.

$159

THINK THIS IS CHEAP?
Check out our

Murano, Pathfi nder
& Altima!

2016
Nissan Altima
MSRP: $24,670. Model# 13016, STK# 
900214. Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l.

$129 Per Mo | 36 | 39 | 42
Mo Leases available
2 OR MORE Available 
AT THIS PRICE

Per Mo | 36 | 39 | 42
Mo Leases available
2 OR MORE Available 
AT THIS PRICE

(1)

36K MILES INCLUDED

ONLY
$595

DOWN 
PAYMENT (1)

��������������
    We buy any car - any make - 

any model whether leased or owned.
No Purchase Necessary

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-888-763-6878 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. (1)Lessee resp. for excess wear + tear/maintenance. Due at sign = Down pymt + 1st mo pymt +bank fee 
$595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Ttl Pymts/Resid: ‘16 Altima: $4644 /$14,235 (36 mo) /$5031/$10,279 (39 mo) /$5418/$11,258 (42mo); ‘16 Rogue: $5724/$16,626 (36 
mo)/$6201/$13,123(39 mo)/$6678/$12,875(42 mo). For qual buyers. (2) Low APR up to 72 mos for qual buyer on Tier 1 (600+) credit approval. Photos for illus purposes only. Must 
take delivery from new dlr stock. Lease based on 36k mi @15¢/mi thereafter. Any change in terms will be an add’l charge. Offers may not be combined. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. 
Transportation fee may apply.  (4) On select certifi ed and pre-owned vehicles. See dealer for complete details. Exp 3 days after pub. DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

   No matter where you shop...
Before you make your decision, 
make us your last phone call.STEVE ANDREI DWAYNE DAVID

ASK HOW WE CAN LOWER 
YOUR RATE OR PAYMENT 
ON ANY EXISTING LOAN!

Certifi ed Extended
Warranties up to

8yr/120k

That’s
   not a
      lie.

0% APR available on any 
new & used car we sell (2)

< Call and one of our sales associates will answer your questions.

plus more brands
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Goodyear Assurance® 
ComforTred® Touring
Our best tire for a smooth ride with 
refi ned handling plus confi dent traction 
in changing weather conditions.
31 sizes to choose from

Better

$6495
Starting 
from

ea.

(must be purchased on goodyear credit card)

Goodyear Assurance
A practical tire for confi dent 
all-season traction in wet, dry, 
and snowy conditions, with long 
treadwear.
41 sizes to choose from

Good

$4995
Starting 
from

ea.

(must be purchased on goodyear credit card)

                          Assurance® 
TripleTred® All Season
Our best tire for a smooth ride with 
refi ned handling plus confi dent traction 
in changing weather conditions.
49 sizes to choose from

Best

$8995
Starting 
from

ea.

(must be purchased on goodyear credit card)

WE SELL ALL OTHER MAJOR BRAND OFFICAL N.Y. INSPECTION STATION #7115186

1291 UTICA AVE. 
(between Ave. D & Foster Ave)

718-451-2272
STORE HOURS: MON.-FRI.- 7:30AM TO 5:30PM, 
SATURDAY - 8AM TO 2PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

Month of June All Military Personnel with ID 
receive 

FREE TIRE INSTALLATION 
(customers choice)

The 
Goodyear 

Credit Card 
is a fast, convenient 

way to finance your tire 

and service purchases. 

As a cardholder,

you can double your 

rebates and get 

exclusive 

money-saving 

offers during select 

promotional periods.

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

$24.95 
10w30 (up to 5 
quarts includes 

filter & fluid top off)
All products and services  

are subject to NYC and State 
sales tax!

$10 OFF 
4 wheel alignment 

when used with  
4 tire purchase
All products and services  

are subject to NYC and State 
sales tax!


