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Suriname economy in a 
tailspin, seeks int’l funding

By Nelson A. King
As Hillary Clinton and Don-

ald Trump struck up decisive 
victories in Tuesday’s New York 
Primaries, several area politi-
cians have expressed concern 
over what they described as 
mass voter “roll purging.”

“On a day when all of 
Brooklyn should be celebrat-
ing incredible voter participa-
tion at poll sites across our 
borough, I am troubled over 
the tens of thousands of our 
neighbors who have been inex-
plicably purged from the voter 

rolls,” said a furious Brook-
lyn Borough President Eric 
Adams.

“We cannot abide any obsta-
cle that advances the percep-
tion or reality of voter dis-
enfranchisement,” he added, 

Continued on Page 6

By Bert Wilkinson
A few years ago when inter-

national prices for oil and 
gold were high, the economy 
of Dutch-speaking Suriname 
was at its healthiest since the 
1970s, with Central Bank for-
eign reserves topping $1B, 
foreign direct investment in 
bauxite and the hotel sectors 
peaked and hope for the future 
abounded.

Now with rates for the Car-

ibbean Community member’s 
two main exports tanking, the 
economy is in the kind of tail-
spin that has not been seen 
since the 1980s when the mili-
tary toppled the elected civilian 
administration and tried to run 
the country with handpicked 
favorites.

Today Suriname’s only ave-
nue for economic hope and sal-
vation appears to lie with inter-

Continued on Page 6

Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte (L) with former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 
 Offi ce of Assemblywoman Rodneyse Bichotte

Pols troubled by mass voter ‘roll purging’
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By Nelson A. King 
Chief Judge of New York State, 

Janet DeFiore, has appointed Carib-
bean-born judge in Brooklyn to be a 
member of the New York State Com-
mission on Judicial Conduct. 

Judge DeFiore, on April 1, appointed 
Justice Sylvia G. Ash, who was born in 
Trinidad and Tobago to a Grenadian 
mother and Vincentian father, to the 
11-member Commission. 

Justice Ash, a judge of the Kings 
County (Brooklyn) Supreme Court in 
the 2nd Judicial District of New York, 
is the only African-American and one 
of two women on the commission. 

“I am very honored that the chief 
judge has seen fit to place her trust 
and confidence in me to take on 
this very important and challenging 
responsibility,” Judge Ash told Carib-
bean Life in an exclusive interview. 
“And I pray that God will give me the 
wisdom and clarity of judgment to 
rise to the occasion.” 

The members on the commission 
are appointed by six different officers 
of government: Four are appointed 
by the governor; Three by the chief 
judge; and one each by the speaker 
of the Assembly, the minority leader 
of the Assembly, the president of 
the Senate (Majority Leader) and the 
minority leader of the Senate. 

The commission was created in 
1978 in the Judiciary Article of the 
Constitution (Article 6, Section 22). 
Its enabling statute is the Judiciary 
Law (Article 2-A, Sections 40-48).

Ash said the commission is the 
sole state agency responsible for 
“receiving, initiating, investigation 
and conducting evidentiary trials 
with respect to complaints of miscon-
duct or disability against judges and 
justices of the New York State Uni-
fied Court System,” which comprises 
about 3,500 judges and justices.  

The agency’s sole mission is to dis-
pose of complaints that judges have 
engaged in misconduct, Ash said. 

By Tangerine Clarke
The Guyana Action Committee 

(GAC), on April 10 lived up to its name 
when the non-for-profit put on an 
action-packed Pre-50th Independence 
Anniversary Brunch, and carried out 
its charitable motto by presenting First 
Lady of the Republic of Guyana, Mrs. 
Sandra Granger, and Mrs. Sita Naga-
mootoo, wife of First Vice President, 
Moses Nagamootoo, with 200 pairs of 
shoes for Guyana’s underprivileged chil-
dren, as part of President David Grang-
er’s humanitarian initiative.

The evening began with a serenade 
by saxophonist Sou Flantis to welcome 
the wives of Guyana’s politicians, to cel-
ebrate the Republic’s upcoming Golden 
Jubilee on May 26.

The women, who ended a weekend of 
activities that included an Awards Gala, 
and conferences in Queens and Brook-
lyn, graciously accepted Resolution 
plaques from Consul General of Guy-
ana, New York, H.E. Brentnold Evans, 
and Guyana Heritage Committee presi-
dent, Lady Ira Lewis, on behalf of the 
County of Essex, New Jersey Board of 
Chosen Freeholders, and President Brit-
nee N. Timberlake.

Granger thanked GAC, and praised 
members for their steadfast commit-
ment to charitable causes, and the 
donation of footwear to outfit children 
in the hinterland areas of Guyana.

Nagamootoo was vocal about Guy-
anese uniting for the common cause 
— their country, and called on nation-
als to band together as Guyanese first, 

not race.
GAC also honored members of the 

community whose work has affected 
the lives of others. Community Service 
Awards went to: Beryl James, retired 
residential counselor of the Boys Hope 
Girls Hope Boarding Program at Cath-
erine McAuley High School in Brook-
lyn, Erwin Edwards AKA Sou Flantis, 
Ex- Guyana Police Force Band member 
and noted saxophonist, and Ten-year 
old Kaeli V. Ferguson, designer of a 
“balloon powered car” and #1 winner of 
the 5th grade Science Fair.

Others included Kevin L. Smith, an 
Albany businessman, who established 
the Golden Grove, Guyana Youth Cent-
er, a gym for young and old, an ice 
cream parlor and a rental vocational 
home in his village.

Oswald Bob, cultural enabler, pro-
fessional videographer and photogra-
pher also received an honor, as well 
as, Samantha Dow-Hankerson, adjunct 
professor, former councilwoman, certi-
fied etiquette specialist, and mentor, 
and Trevlyn O. Headley, New York police 
officer, pallbearer and color guard for 
the NYPD Ceremonial Unit.

The evening, punctuated by Guyana’s 
rich cultural heritage, and love of coun-
try, included performances by Soca 
King, Adrian Dutchin of “I Am a Guy-
anese” fame, Terry’s One Man Band. 
Presentations by little dancer, Timothy 
Bobb and Brown Belt NinJa Kale Fergu-
son capped off the glimpse of Guyana’s 
upcoming Golden Jubilee.

Fiftieth Independence Anniversary 

memorable items that were on display 
at the event, could be viewed at www.
bonelenterprises.com.

President of GAC Errol Lewis pres-
ents a Community Service Award to 
10-year-old Kaeli V. Ferguson, win-
ner of the 5th grade Science Fair for 
designing a “balloon powered car” 
at P.S 770 in District 17. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Justice Sylvia G. Ash, Judge Sylvia Ash

First Lady, Mrs. Sandra Granger, and Mrs. Sita Nakgamootoo were presented with Essex County, NJ Board of 
Freeloaders Resolution Plaques from Lady Ira Lewis, and Guyana Consul General, Brentnold Evans while other 
honorees and guests look on. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

GAC donates 200 pairs of shoes for 
Guyana’s underprivileged children

Carib judge 
appointed 

to State 
Commission
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Caribbean
The Pan American Health Organi-

zation (PAHO) says it will be offering 
technical cooperation to support pilot 
studies of new mosquito control tech-
nologies in the Americas, including the 
Caribbean, as part of its response to the 
Zika epidemic.

The Zika virus was first detected in 
Brazil in 2015 and has spread to 33 
countries and territories in the Ameri-
cas.

According to PAHO, new tools being 
developed to combat the Aedes aegyp-
ti mosquito that transmits Zika virus 
include the Wolbachia bacteria and 
genetically modified mosquitoes.

“Since these mosquitoes live in and 
around houses, it will take a concerted 
effort with participa-
tion of the community 
to reduce the number 
of mosquitoes in the 
Americas,” PAHO said.

PAHO said the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) Vector Control Advisory 
Group has recommended the carefully 
planned pilot deployment of new tools, 
accompanied by rigorous independent 
monitoring and evaluation.

It said the WHO group examined new 
vector control technologies and recom-
mended starting studies regarding the 
future implementation of some of these 
technologies for controlling the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito.

Antigua
The Antigua & Barbuda government 

has handed over five acres of land 
near the Marble Hill main road, worth 
$2 million to the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) for the construction of an 
embassy.

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Charles 
“Max” Fernandez and Chinese Ambas-
sador to Antigua & Barbuda Ren Gong-
ping signed the land certificates in the 
presence of a visiting 
delegation from China 
and a delegation from 
Antigua & Barbuda, 
signifying the start of 
the construction of the state-of-the-art 
building.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne who 

was at the signing ceremony, noted that 
this is the first time that Antigua & Bar-
buda has been able to give something 
to the PRC in return for its continuous 
assistance.

“We have virtually always been at the 
receiving end of this relationship and 
for the first time in 33 years we’re now 
at the giving end,” he said.

Barbados
The Caribbean-China consultation 

recently held in Barbados was high-
lighted as an excellent opportunity 
for Caribbean coun-
tries to explore ways 
in which they could 
cooperate to address 
various challenges.

Barbados Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade, Senator Maxine 
McClean, made the declaration at the 

opening ceremony of the consulta-
tions.

According to her, many of the coun-
tries in the region had not yet recovered 
from the “catastrophic” economies cri-
sis that started in 2008 and were still 
experiencing slow or negative economic 
growth.

McClean, who co-chaired the meet-
ing with China’s Vice Foreign Minister 
Wang Choa further outlined shared 
concerns between the Caribbean and 
China.

The minister also stated that the 
talks would further strengthen the rela-
tionship between China and the Carib-
bean.

According to her, China was a good 
partner in the region and had funded 
projects in several sectors including 
tourism, education and agriculture. 

Dominica
Pro Vice-Chancellor and Principal of 

the University of the West Indies (UWI) 
Open Campus Dr. Luzzi Longsworth 
says the English-speaking Caribbean is 
facing a problem in education because 
of low registration in tertiary institu-
tions of learning.

She made the observation while 
addressing a press conference at the 
UWI Open Campus 
Dominica, auditorium 
recently. She said the 
English-speaking Car-
ibbean by all of the 
statistics is at the bottom of the pile 
when it comes to the number of persons 
of the eligible age being registered in 
tertiary education.

“Even countries in South America 
have higher enrollment rates in tertiary 

Continued on Page 16
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held in Barbados. Associated Press / Jason DeCrow
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national multilateral financial agencies 
such as the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and banks of similar ilk.

In the past week, the administration 
of President Desi Bouterse announced 
a tough deal with the IMF to borrow 
nearly $500M on a two-year standby 
arrangement with the fund as foreign 
reserves have dried up, the exchange 
rate for the Surinamese dollar is deval-
uing daily and as companies consider 
laying off hundreds of workers.

Bouterse who won a second five-year 
term in general elections in May 2015, 
says that the country of about 500,000 
people, sharing borders with Guyana, 
French Guiana and Brazil, now has 
no choice but to turn to borrow inter-
nationally as the economy is virtually 
bankrupt.

The economy depends largely on oil, 
bauxite and gold exports all of which 
have been taking a beating on the inter-
national market in recent years. Other 
key sectors include rice and bananas 
with rice exports being the healthi-
est because of a special export barter 
arrangement with Venezuela.

But critics like main opposition lead-

er Chan Santokhi are laying the blame 
for a near bankrupt economy squarely 
at the feet of the administration of 
Bouterse, arguing that Surinamese will 
only accept the fact that hardships have 
accrued from weak prices for bauxite, 
oil and gold. The remainder of the eco-
nomic management problem must be 
linked to rampant corruption.

He says authorities have done noth-
ing to stymie corruption and minimize 
or eliminate wasteful spending by a slew 
of state companies that are bleeding the 
treasury.

“The government has been deliber-
ately wasteful and corrupt,” says the 
former police chief who now heads the 
main Indo Hindustani Party.  

Suriname 
in tough 
IMF deal

Continued from cover

urging the New York City Board of 
Elections (BOE) to “immediately 
reverse these errors in advance of 
June’s congressional primaries.”

Adams also called on New York City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer to “expe-
dite the completion of his audit of the 
agency.”

“Our City has a duty to ensure 
the BOE is properly funded, staffed, 
trained, and equipped to run 21st cen-
tury elections,” he said. 

Brooklyn Assemblywoman Diana 
Richardson, whose parents hail from 
Aruba and St. Martin, said she also 
received “numerous complaints” from 
voters across her 43rd district that 
encompasses parts of Crown Heights. 

Richardson said some voters’ names 
were not in the voter registration book, 
and that their party affiliation was 
declared, “although they previously 
registered with a specific party.” 

Richardson was expected to write 
the BOE on Wednesday “to address 
this issue and to obtain information 
on what voters need to do to correct 
this error.

“Your vote is your voice, and the 
43rd AD [Assembly District] will not be 
silenced,” she said. 

But while there were election day 
issues, some legislators were on the 
stump, endorsing candidates and 
trying to get voters to change their 

minds. 
Sen. Jesse Hamilton, who repre-

sents the 20th Senatorial District in 
Brooklyn, said a national conversa-
tion was “sorely” needed that turned 
to public housing and the challenges 
communities, like Brownsville, face. 

He said recent visits by Clinton 
and Sen. Bernie Sanders to his dis-
trict helped “focus attention on public 
housing and the measures we need to 
take to lift these communities up.”

“Creating truly livable public hous-
ing, educating youth for the jobs of 
tomorrow, and tackling the public 
health challenges that face low-income 
communities, those are issues that 
deserve to be top of the agenda of the 
next president of the United States,” 
Hamilton said. 

“Communities that have faced 
under-investment need our attention,” 
he said. “And I am glad to see that 
Secretary Clinton and Senator Sand-
ers agree.”

Herman Hall, the Grenadian-born 
publisher of Brooklyn’s Everybody’s 
magazine, said older Caribbean-Amer-
ican voters and older Caribbean politi-
cal leaders, such as Congresswoman 
Yvette D. Clarke, are supporting Clin-
ton; while younger Caribbean voters 
and younger elected officials, such 
Councilman Jumaane Williams, of 
Grenadian parentage, are supporting 
Sanders.

Elections board faces audit
Continued from cover

Suriname’s President Desi Bouterse, 
re-elected to a second, fi ve-year 
term, delivers his inaugural speech 
in Paramaribo, Suriname, Wednes-
day, Aug. 12, 2015. 
 Associated Press / Ertugrul Kilic, fi le
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By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Assembly Member Rod-

neyse Bichotte has introduced a bun-
dle of legislation that she says will 
greatly enhance economic opportu-
nities for Minority and 
Women Owned Enterpris-
es (MWBEs) and subcon-
tractors throughout the 
state. 

As the Assembly and 
the Senate take on issues 
relating to MWBEs, 
Bichotte, who represents 
the 42nd Assembly Dis-
trict in Brooklyn, said 
“the fight at its core is to 
continue to break down 
barriers.”

The first piece of leg-
islation introduced this 
year by Bichotte, chair of 
the Subcommittee on the 
Oversight of Minority and 
Women Owned Business 
Enterprises (MWBEs), was 
A8700, “which opened up 
more discussion on these issues.”

She also re-introduced A8044A, 
which was passed a few weeks ago. 

Bichotte said she has traveled 
throughout the state and attended 
many community events, including 
sessions from the 2016 NYS Disparity 
Study, and has had an opportunity to 
hear from a wide range of stakeholders. 

She said the legislation she has 
introduced “is informed by the many 
MWBEs” she has had an opportunity to 
come in contact with. 

“And it is because of that, this legisla-
tion has the potential to transform how 
MWBEs and subcontractors conduct 
business in New York State,” she said. 
Bichotte said the legislation falls mainly 
into five categories: Increased opportu-
nities for MWBEs by attaching MWBE 
participation goals, such as those enti-
ties receiving real estate tax exemp-
tions, and for sole source contracting; 
increased resources to expand the pool 
of certified MWBEs, such as appropria-
tions for outreach, and a feasibility study 
on capacity building and mentorship 
programs; and increased transparency 
and accountability, such as the public 
sharing of data on MWBEs, companies 
who have received state contracts, and 
companies who have received waivers 
in regard to compliance with MWBE 
participation. 

The other categories are: The way in 
which prime contractors and subcon-
tractors will be paid and reported on in 
regard to MWBE contractual relation-
ships, which are primarily MWBEs; and 
the lifting of barriers, such as the $3.5 
million cap on net worth, which limits 
the capacity and growth of MWBEs. 

The 13 pieces of legislation are: A8700 
- The purpose of this bill is to help widen 

opportunities for Minority and Women 
Owned Business Enterprises through-
out the State of New York by attaching 
a MWBE participation goal to any grant 
received by a locality or municipal-

ity, as well as those enti-
ties that conduct business 
with said localities and 
municipalities; A9074A - 
the purpose of this bill is 
to require a minority and 
women-owned business 
enterprise participation 
goal requirement in order 
to receive exemption of 
new multiple dwellings 
from local taxation, such 
as 421-a. 

A9122 – would study 
what state agencies and 
industries would benefit 
most from having a capac-
ity-building/mentorship 
program, and the dura-
tion and cost of such a 
program. 

A9700 – would amend 
the sole source procurement process 
so that it will include the solicitation 
of MWBEs. 

A9707 – would help enable under-
represented MWBEs to be exposed to 
government contracting opportunities 
and resources.

A9708 – would allow the public to see 
which contracts have received waivers 
in relation to compliance with MWBE 
participation.

A9710 – would require contractors 
to report their contractual relationship 
throughout the life of the project with 
MWBEs. 

A9733 - the Division of Minority 
and Women’s Business Development 
would issue an annual report, which 
will summarize the different informa-
tion required for their development 
including breakdowns by race, gender, 
contract type, value of contract, and 
number of contractors, both prime and 
subcontractors.

A9740 – would help stream line the 
payment process for both prime con-
tractors and sub-contractors. 

A9771 – would publish and announce 
agencies that have entered into a con-
tract with the state. 

A9772 – would require that real 
estate developers that are able to claim 
certain tax credits, abatements, and 
exemptions to attach a MWBE goal to 
their project. 

A9774 – would eliminate the require-
ments that MWBE owners have a per-
sonal net worth of less than $3,500,000 
in order to obtain certification as a 
qualifying MWBE. 

A9775 would require the NYS comp-
troller to report on Minority and Wom-
en-Owned Business development and 
contract spending. 

Brooklyn Assembly 
Member Rodneyse Bi-
chotte.

Bichotte introduces 
MWBE legislation
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By Kathleen Rogers
On April 22, 1970, 20 

million Americans hit the 
streets to protest the envi-
ronmental effects of more 
than 100 years of uncon-
trolled fossil-fueled indus-
trial development. It was 
the first Earth Day.

What was intended to be 
a college campus teach-in 
soon spread to every com-
munity and city across the 
United States. It was and 
remains the single largest 
secular event in history. The 
sheer size of the protest — 
along with increasing vis-
ual evidence of dire health 
threats associated with air 
and toxic pollution — soon 
forced Congress to pass 
some of the world’s toughest 
environmental laws, most of 
which include community 
right-to-know provisions 
and allow citizens to sue 
their government if it fails 
to enforce the law.

Citizens’ rights have been 
enshrined in every major 
environmental law from 
that point on. These laws 
spawned others around 
the world — many more 
stringent than those in the 
U.S. — and most recognize 
the role of citizens in the 
enforcement of environ-
mental laws.

Nearly 50 years later, 
Earth Day remains a day 
of reckoning, and now 
more than 1 billion peo-
ple take action each year 
in almost every country on 
Earth. Some protest, many 
clean up their communities 
and plant trees, and mil-
lions more have their first 
exposure to environmen-
talism through educational 
programs at schools and 
universities. Governments 
large and small make com-
mitments and meet with 

their constituents, while 
corporations make pledges 
to be more sustainable and 
responsible for the pollution 
they create.

It is fitting then that 
United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon chose 
Earth Day (April 22) for 
world leaders to sign the 
historic Paris climate agree-
ment at U.N. headquarters 
in New York. At least 150 
world leaders are expected 
to sign, making it the largest 
single signing of an interna-
tional agreement in world 
history (another Earth Day 
first!). And it’s happening 
not a moment too soon. On 
every front, global warming 
is becoming more immedi-
ate, more threatening and 
more irreversible, while sci-
entific consensus and data 
on the health effects of cli-
mate change — particularly 
on the poor — mount. 

Critics warn that the 
agreement’s specific emis-
sions targets are too low, 
that the pace of implemen-
tation is too slow, and it 
fails failed to specify pen-
alties for non-compliance. 
That’s where we the people 
come in.

Included in the climate 
agreement are provisions 

that recognize the critical 
role civil society must play 
to make it work. It calls on 
citizens to “scale up their 
efforts and support actions 
to reduce emissions. It sig-
nals the need for all of us to 
be actively engaged in trans-
forming our world from one 
dominated by fossil fuels 
to one driven by renewable 
energy. While these words 
don’t amount to a call for 
revolution, it’s clear both the 
United Nations and world 
leaders recognize that citi-
zen participation in solving 
global warming has been 
missing. The success — or 
failure — of the agreement 
is on our shoulders. 

This isn’t a fight in which 
any of us can remain on the 
sidelines and hope for the 
best. Unless we take these 
matters into our own hands, 
the agreement alone won’t 
save the world’s ecosystems 
from collapsing, or our bio-
diversity, which supports all 
living things on earth, from 
disappearing.

Doing our part doesn’t 
mean merely buying green 
products or inquiring how 
things are going. It means 
action. It means a direct 
challenge to the status quo. 
It means holding our elect-
ed officials accountable and 
voting out of office national, 
state and local leaders who 
won’t take action on climate 
change. It means not pass-
ing the buck and hoping 
others do the hard work.

For many, getting 
involved means know-
ing how your retirement 
accounts and pensions are 
invested and demanding 
divestment from fossil fuel 
stocks. It means demanding 
that your children be edu-
cated for green jobs of the 

By Vinette K. Pryce
Climate change proponents 

of a greener globe are gearing 
for a celebration that annu-
ally hails this planet and all 
it has to offer. Earth Day will 
be acknowledged globally on 
April 22 with conscious and 
caring emphasis on preserving 
the environment. The idea of 
such a day became an initiative 
46 years ago when UNESCO 
officially launched a mode of 
sustaining the universe. 

In its genesis, communi-
ties campaigned to plant trees, 
enlighten others and establish 
information outlets to promote 
projects that could ensure a 
healthier climate.

With convincing indicators 
of the possibility of a problem 
of sustainability -- snow and ice 
melting in Antarctica at record 
rates, hurricanes, tsunamis, 
snow storms, earthquakes, 
typhoons, tornadoes, and other 
weather phenomenon recur-
ring with unprecedented dev-
astation, a movement has ele-
vated the consciousness of the 
nation to become more active 
in inspiring others to ignite 
passion to save the Earth.

As a matter of fact, the one 
day event has now become a 
week-long appreciation of 
nature and everything green. 

On April 17, Earth Day will 
be marked at 14th St. & Union 
Square (North Plaza) during a 
day-long acknowledgement of 
the severity of climate change. 

Exhibitions, environmental 
campaigns, green businesses, 
kid’s activities, live perform-
ances, and provision to recy-
cle used clothing, electronics 
and textiles will significantly 
declare progress and a con-
certed effort to save the planet.

The car-free NYC celebra-
tion will engage participants 
in challenging ideas to moti-
vate others to action. Mostly, 
a majority will spend the day 
planting trees. 

This year, the theme “Trees 
for the Earth” forms the basis 
for their goal of a greener soci-
ety.

“Let’s plant 7.8 billion trees 
for the Earth.”

That is the goal of the Earth 
Day Network.

“Over the next five years, as 
Earth Day moves closer to its 
50th anniversary, we’re calling 
on you to help us achieve one 
of our most ambitious goals 
yet — we’re planting 7.8 billion 
trees and we’re starting now.”

Organizers claim that “trees 
will be the first of five major 
goals “and in “honor of the 
five-year countdown to the 
anniversary the initiatives will 
make a significant and measur-
able impact on the Earth and 
will serve as the foundation of 
a cleaner, healthier and more 
sustainable planet for all.”

Another method they are 
using to achieve their goals 
is to appeal to legislators and 
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This isn’t a fight 
in which any of 

us can remain on 
the sidelines and 
hope for the best. 

Unless we take 
these matters into 
our own hands, the 
agreement alone 
won’t save the 

world’s ecosystems 
from collapsing.

No sidelines in fight 
against climate change

Green globe 
advocates welcome 

Earth Day
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The New York primaries 
were being touted as piv-
otal, and to a large extent 
they were. But on the GOP 
side, because of the bizarre 
plot twists that have dogged 
their nominee search, what 
they wound up with in New 
York was altogether a farce, 
in which the guy who domi-
nated is probably still seen by 
the party establishment as its 
worst nightmare. Problem is, 
the rival who got beaten is a 
major horror show as well. 
Does riding high in a farce 
really change the dynamic?

That thousands of people in 
the Empire State signified, by 
casting their ballots for Don-
ald Trump, that they consider 
him fit to occupy the nation’s 
highest elective office, is chill-
ing. In typical New York fash-
ion, many of us react with a 
sneer that is New York’s alone 
when such a scenario unfolds 
elsewhere. So, how does win-
ning essentially a “no-contest” 
qualifier alter the toxic quality 
that the GOP brass sees in a 
Trump candidacy? 

President Obama, the start 
of whose tenure was trigger 

for Trump’s constant dumbing 
down of the office of president 
(seeing as how the likes of 
Obama could occupy it), had it 
right when he said hardly was 
this presidential pretender 
headed for the White House. 
Being president, Obama 
pointedly commented, is not 
like running a game show. 
It’s serious business. And 
those benighted souls not-
withstanding, who wave a flag 
for Trump, the overwhelming 
lot of the American electorate 
know better. They know the 
Trump-for-president absurd-
ity, a sick joke when it began, 
will so remain until it finally 
flames out. Trump has said 
he got into it because John 
McCain and Mitt Romney, the 
GOP’s last two presidential 
picks, were sub-par perform-
ers. We’re however inclined 
to bunch Trump with all the 
other overt and covert racists 
who were in the once crowd-
ed field, buoyed that Obama’s 
elevation meant they couldn’t 
possibly fail. Of course, given 
the noxious brand that is 
Trump, he  evinced pride at 
being ensconced in the “overt-

ly racist” camp. 
And in the midst of all 

the scummy utterances that 
have poured from Trump 
along the way, that might 
sometimes obscure it, this is 
the dimension to the Trump 
persona that is perhaps more 
concerning to us than any 
other — that he is a no-
doubt-about-it bigot. Lest we 
forget, he immediately ques-
tioned whether the president 
was really an American, pre-
sumably seeing the Obama 
name as properly belonging 
in the immigrant commu-
nity — with which, for him, 
there’s no love lost — rath-
er than a product of true 
Americana. He was obviously 
questioning whether some-
one of Obama’s ethnicity 
could accomplish as much 
as Obama did at Colum-
bia and Harvard, when he 
demanded that the presi-

dent produce supporting 
transcripts. On the night in 
2012 that Obama had the 
temerity to defy Trump and 
others and win re-election, 
Trump famously called for 
a march on Washington in 
protest. He dismissed bas-
ketball legend Kareem Abdul 
Jabbar’s revelation that he 
possesses a photograph for 
which Trump posed with 
him, Trump insisting it was 
impossible that he would 
ever have done so. Those 
xenophobic rants during the 
campaign against Mexicans, 
Muslims et al weren’t aber-
rational. They come with the 
Trump territory. 

Is it any wonder that 
David Duke of KKK fame 
would have endorsed Trump? 
Assorted pundits, in trying 
to explain the appeal Trump 
has for folks on the right, 
that has propelled him to 
GOP frontrunner status, fre-
quently reference his being 
not the conventional politi-
cian, “a straight talker” and 
other summations alluding 
to how “different” Trump is. 
But renderings of Trump that 

focus only on how atypical a 
political combatant he is and 
neglect the darker side of the 
package are in effect a public 
disservice. 

There’s got to be some 
compromising of the vaunt-
ed New York lustre when a 
certain sector, Republican 
though it is, manifests a 
solid preference for one who 
rates a big thumbs-up from 
a former grand wizard of the 
Klan, one who says “No way!” 
to having once posed for a 
photograph with a basketball 
great for the ages. This goes 
against the grain, surely, of 
what the best of the best of 
New York is supposed to be.

So, despicable Ted Cruz, 
Trump’s main rival, got 
thrashed, his “New York 
values” jibe along the cam-
paign trail not helping what 
was already a mission most 
impossible. But John Kasich, 
whose “moderate” tag makes 
him a persona non grata 
Republican, beat Trump in 
Manhattan. Ah, that New 
York elan. Very difficult, isn’t 
it, to keep it all the way sup-
pressed?

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Ultimately, a GOP farce in New York
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future. It means showing up at town 
hall or city council meetings and asking 
about your community’s survivability 
in a climate crisis. It means saying “No” 
to every new coal or fracking project, 
and retooling those communities for 
safer green powered jobs.

And there are no doubt countless 
other ways to act. Undoubtable, the 

climate agreement makes it clear that 
governments don’t have the power to 
solve climate change alone. We all must 
do something more than we currently 
are. Earth Day 2016 is not about cross-
ing the finish line. When the agreement 
is signed, the hard work begins anew.

Rogers is president of Earth Day 
Network.

OP-EDS

Continued from page 10 

influential corporate executives.
“Let’s divest from fossil fuels and 

make cities 100 percent renewable. Let’s 
take the momentum from the Paris Cli-
mate Summit and build on it.”

Since 1970 Americans have become 
more conscious about the environment 
and many routinely use energy efficient 
light bulbs and appliances, conserve 
water and electricity, recycle bottles, 
cans and disposable and are gradually 
becoming better adjusted to the notion 
of saving the Earth.

Community gardens are a common 
indulgence during the summer months. 
And farmer’s markets seem to be a year-
round amenity in most communities.

With softball sized hail stone more 
frequently raining down, violent light-
ning storms blazing the skies and other 
unusual weather patterns regularly 
occurring, Earth Day is becoming a 
daily ritual to conform.

For more information, log on to 
www.earthdayinitiative.org. The Insta-
gram connection on social network is 
#trees4earth.

Continued from page 10 
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By Azad Ali
Bahamas Prime Minister Perry 

Christie says the proposed referen-
dum to amend the constitution will 
not allow for same sex marriages to 
become legal in the Bahamas.

Christie, who recently launched 
the YES Bahamas Campaign “Equal 
Rights for our Sons and Daughters,” 
told his audience that the Bahamas 
will only recognize marriage between 
a man and a woman. The referendum 
will be held on June 7.

He said the referendum will not 
cause same sex-marriage to become 
legal in the Bahamas.

“Marriage in the Bahamas will be 
legal only if it is between a man and a 
woman, and male and female are deter-
mined at birth,” he said.

The prime minister said the refer-
endum does not seek to change Baha-
mian society or our traditional val-
ues — instead it seeks to change the 
Constitution so that it more clearly 
reflects those values and shared belief 
in fairness.

Christie said that the YES Bahamas 
Campaign will be relying on young 
and old Bahamians for their creativ-
ity and enthusiasm, visiting each of 
our islands, and providing information 

to Bahamians on each of the amend-
ments.

He said the Constitutional Com-
mission will continue a very intense 
schedule of information sessions lead-
ing up to the June 7 referendum.

The prime minister said that the 
referendum was necessary to change 
the 1973 Constitution, which pre-
vented Parliament from passing laws 
which would discriminate based on 
race or creed or place of origin.

But, he noted, that the framers 
of the Constitution “did not include 
sex, that is, they did not insert any 
language in the Constitution which 
would prevent Parliament from pass-
ing laws which discriminate against 
men or women.”

Christie said that the June 7 refer-
endum will allow for Bahamians to 
vote on four common sense changes 
to our Constitution, “so that Baha-
mian men and women are able to 
pass citizenship to their families in 
the same way and so that it will be 
impossible for any future Parliament 
to pass laws discriminating against 
either men or women.

He said the bill does not pose any 
radical change but to make sure that 
the supreme law of the land reflects 
“our values and our commitment to 
fairness.”

By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn Council Member Dr. 

Mathieu Eugene on Tuesday joined 
with the Campaign for Children, 
youth advocates and hundreds of 
young people who previously attend-
ed summer camp programs in an 
effort to “save summer camp pro-
gramming” for more than 31,000 stu-
dents throughout New York City. 

Eugene, who represents the 40th 
Council District in Brooklyn, said 
summer programs are “crucial 
because they offer children a safe 
space to spend the day and learn 
while their parents are at work. 

“These important programs also 
give children a creative outlet, and 
youth who attended the event spoke 
passionately about their need for 
these programs, and even preformed 
dance routines to showcase the skills 
they’ve learned through summer pro-
grams,” said Eugene, chairman of the 
City Council’s Youth Services Com-
mittee, on the steps of City Hall. 

Bahamas to hold referendum 
on traditional values, fairness

Bahamas Prime Minister Perry Chris-
tie speaks at the Caribbean Energy 
Security Summit, Monday, Jan. 26, 
2015, at the State Department in 
Washington.       

 Associated Press / Pablo Martinez Monsivais, 

File

Eugene 
campaigns to 
save summer 

programs
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Kings Plaza officially kicks off the 10th Anniversary of 
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Junior Final ist, wil l  make an appearance at the show.

#ProjectRunwayJunior
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education than we have in the English-
speaking Caribbean,” she said.

Dr. Longsworth pointed out the fig-
ures are even lower in the Eastern 
Caribbean and lowest in the Windward 
Islands.

However, she noted, the situation has 
energized UWI to find ways, using new 
technologies, to ensure that access can 
be provided to persons who need a terti-
ary education.

This, she said, is being done through 
the UWI online courses where 21 new 
programs have been offered within the 
last l8 months.

Guyana
Guyana has become the 57th mem-

ber of the Islamic Development Bank 
(IsDB), after joining the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in l998, 
according to a press statement from the 
Guyana Finance Ministry.

Membership in the OIC is a prerequi-
site to joining the IsDB,

The official public announcement 
of Guyana’s member-
ship will be made when 
Guyana’s Minister of 
Finance Winston Jor-
dan, makes his debut 
appearance at the 41st Islamic Bank 
Annual meeting in Jakarta on May 15.

Jordan will hold the title of governor 
to the Islamic Bank and a deputy gover-
nor must also be appointed before the 
next major gathering in Jakarta. This 
is one requirement expected to be exe-
cuted by member states of the Islamic 
Bank, according to the statement.

Diplomats are urging Guyana to 
appoint its next ambassador to Kuwait 
to the OIC as well. 

The finance ministry release, states 
this membership allows Guyana “access 
to concessionary resources, grants and 
interest free loans.”

The IDB was established in Decem-
ber 1973 and officially opened its door 
to business in October 20, 1975, with 
headquarters in Saudi Arabia. 

Jamaica
The Jamaica Customs Agency (JCA) 

will soon be introducing a tax stamp 
system for the monitoring of alcohol 
and cigarettes.

The system, which will be imple-
mented on a phased 
basis, allows for the 
authority to verify the 
authenticity of alcohol 
and cigarettes in trade 
and trace the products on the market.

Commissioner of Customs, major 
(retired) Richard Reese, made the dis-
closure following a meeting with the 
Minister of National Security Robert 
Montague and State Minister Senator 
Pearnel Charles at the agency’s Newport 
East facilities in Kingston recently.

He explained that the electronically 
readable stamp will be placed on the 
products at the source.

Reese said that once the Contraband 
Enforcement Team or the police con-

duct inspections or surveillance and 
detect alcohol or cigarettes without the 
requisite stamp, “those good will be 
confiscated, including pharmaceuticals 
such as fake Viagra and Cialis.

Major Reese said the implementation 
of the stamp regime will be announced 
shortly.

St. Lucia
The St. Lucia Ministry of Health 

has deployed a team to conduct a full 
epidemiological investigation into the 
island’s two cases of Zika virus and sur-
veillance is also being stepped up.

But health official have indicated 
that discouraging women from preg-
nancy, in light of the 
potential link between 
the mosquito-borne 
virus and the birth of 
babies with microceph-
aly — underdeveloped brains — is not 
in the country’s anti-Zika strategy.

A 28-year-old woman and a 25-year-
old man have been confirmed as the 
island’s fist cases, following testing by 
the Caribbean Public Health Agency 
(CARPHA) in Trinidad.

”The individuals are stable and being 
treated as outpatients, according to the 
recommended protocol of care. The 
individuals did not have a history of 
recent travel to a Zika-affected coun-
try,” the Ministry of Health said.

Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Sharon 
Belmar-George said the Ministry of 
Health had not followed the lead of oth-
ers around the world advising women 
against getting pregnant.

Health authorities in several coun-
tries, including the Caribbean, have 
advised against pregnancy as a result. 

Trinidad
The United Kingdom has updated its 

travel advisory to Trinidad and Toba-
go following the murder of a British 
national recently. 

In the latest advisory, the UK says 
while most visits of over 30,000 Brit-
ish nationals are trou-
ble-free, it warns of the 
murder of Adrian St. 
John on April 10, 2016 
in Mt. Dor (a few miles 
from the City of Port of Spain) as well 
as the earlier murder of another British 
national in Tobago.

“There are high levels of violent 
crimes in Trinidad, including murder, 
especially in parts of the capital Port 
of Spain. Robbery and other crimes 
targeting tourists have occurred,” the 
advisory said.

St. John was a young cricketer who 
was attached to the Chris Gayle Acad-
emy in the UK.

He was born in England and moved 
to Trinidad as a child, after which he 
returned to the UK where he grew up 
playing cricket.

He trained at Twenty20 star Chris 
Gayle’s Academy in the UK, eventu-
ally becoming captain of the team from 
2013–2015.

— compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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Fidelis Care is working to
keep our members and
the community healthy.

?Shots
Are your child's immunizations up to date?

To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus and
Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

•  Whooping Cough •  Flu
•  Polio •  Measles
•  Hepatitis  •  Chickenpox
•  Rotavirus •  Tetanus
•  Mumps and more...
•  Diphtheria

1-888-FIDELIS
(1-888-343-3547)  |  TTY: 1-800-421-1220

fideliscare.org
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Did You Know?
That property owners and 
their insurance companies 
are responsible if you are 
injured by a dangerous
condition.
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estar certificado se ofrece diario.
• Asistente de Salud domicillaria
• Electrocardiosram y filebotomia
• Auxiliar de Enfermeria
• �Cursos de Dia y de Noche
• Instructores con experiencia
• Assistimos en buscar trabajo

Su Futuro Empieza
AHORA!

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54

EFFICIENT CARE TRAINING CENTER
Home Health Aid Training

EKG & Phlebotomy
CNA Courses

Your Future Starts NOW!
Every course you need to be
certified is offered daily
• Home Health Aid
• EKG & Phlebotomy
•� CNA Course
•� Day and Evening Courses
• Experienced instructors
• Job assistance provided

54-06 Myrtle Avenue, 2nd Fl.
Ridgewood, NY 11385

718-307-7141

Accesible a traves de:
L M

Q58, Q55, B52, 
B26, B54
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By Vinette K. Pryce
From now and in perpetuity, April 1, 

2016 will be known as Larry Gold Day 
in New York City. The official procla-
mation was signed, sealed and deliv-
ered by New York Mayor Bill DeBlasio 
and was celebrated at SOBs where 
virtually every genre of music has had 
a showcase.

At the abbreviated home of Sounds 
of Brazil, the first citizen of the city 
presented the honor to Gold’s 26-year-
old son, Jordan during a fundraising 
event for listener-sponsored, WBAI-FM 
radio station.

Accompanied by his wife Chirlayne 
McCray, the mayor relayed how during 
their dating years they stopped into 
the cultural showplace to catch a con-
cert by an African superstar.

He recalled partying to the music of 
Nigerian juju musician Fela Kuti when 
the infectious band jammed inside the 
tropical night spot. 

Who knew that one of the tall-
est politicians in NYC government 
snapped his fingers, moved his body or 
reveled to African soul sounds.

DeBlasio admitted his party days 
and lavished kudos on Gold for making 
SOBs the home of a variety of music. 
He lauded the club owner for being 
perceptive enough to diversify presen-
tations in NYC and to respond to the 
needs of a variety of music lovers.

“SOBs has been the place we can 
depend on,” for diversity, the mayor 
said.

As he spoke, the next generation 
Gold, a 26-year-old look-alike to his 
father watched as if he had missed the 
most historic concert staged inside the 
intimate restaurant / club.

If only he could have been there 
through the decades, since the early 
1980s, to see numerous celebrities 
popping in and out of the Varick St. 
location to see virtually every reg-

gae act of note. Celebrated Caribbean 
talents on their own turf were able to 
broaden their realm from a tiny stage 
crowds ventured to witness.

They arrived in limousines, yellow 
taxis, gypsy cabs, and the number 1 
train stopping at the Houston St. sta-
tion. 

Considering that Yellowman, Peter 
Broggs, The Mighty Diamonds, Briga-
dier Jerry, Freddy McGregor, Grego-
ry Isaacs, Sugar Minott, Sean Paul, 
Buju Banton and Shabba Ranks all 
stepped up to the small stage mak-
ing an imprint on the reggae legacy 
and the landmark that continues to 
enhance and influence entertainment 
in NYC must have been awe inspiring 
for the dead-ringer to the owner.

SOBs nourished a culture. 
Nostalgia recalls the sugarcane ven-

dor, the peanut seller and street pro-
moters lingering long to hand out fly-
ers to the next reggae attraction. 

It was not all reggae though, a 
myriad list of performers represented 
jazz, hip-hop, rhythm and blues, salsa, 
samba, zouk, hi-life, soukous, calypso, 
soca, pop, spoken word and other gen-
res. 

The mayor acknowledged Gold’s 
Midas’ touch in promoting music and 
inside the same night spot revered for 
intimacy and carnival paid tribute to 
the club owner.

By Azad Ali
Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley 

says crime in Trinidad and Tobago 
had now become a national crisis as 
he expressed concern at the brazen 
and brutal ways criminals have been 
killing citizens.

Speaking to hundreds of del-
egates at People’s National Move-
ment (PNM) special convention at 
St. John’s Ambulance Association, 
Port of Spain last Sunday, Dr. Rowley 
said there were three issues- secu-
rity, economy and unemployment- 
that had been affecting the country 
and “attracting the attention of the 
Caribbean in a way that we have not 
anticipated”. 

Of the three issues Dr. Rowley said 
the most worrying was crime, since 
the murder rate for 2016 had reached 
125 to date.

“So for January, February and 
March, criminals have put away 125 of 
us. At that rate, if it does not abate we 
could be looking at about 500 people 
being killed in Trinidad and Tobago. 
That is a whole unacceptable state of 
affairs…. unacceptable,” Dr. Rowley 
told supporters at the convention.

He said while people continue to 
kill one another in a brutal and 
uncaring way, the government has a 
responsibility to find the perpetrators 
“and put them where they belong.

The prime minister said while many 
people believed that crime was a politi-
cal issues, it was currently “a national 
crisis,” noting that criminals were now 
using the Internet and cellphones to 
conduct their illegal operations.

Dr. Rowley said the detection rate 
of the T&T Police Service was poor, 
adding that “our detection level is 
totally unacceptable. We cannot have 
a detection level in the face of a crime 
wave and a killing spree like this. The 
criminals now know that the odds 
are in their favor. We have to undo 
this.”

Crime 
reaches 

crisis level 
in Trinidad

Mayor cites Caribbean club operator 
with ‘Larry Gold Day’ proclamation

Party goers at SOBs. 
 Sounds of Brazil

So for January, February 
and March, criminals 

have put away 125 of us. 
At that rate, if it does 
not abate we could be 
looking at about 500 
people being killed in 
Trinidad and Tobago.
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The benefi ts of seeking 
professional treatment for 
erectile dysfunction may 
seem obvious to both the 
patient and his partner. But 
what many men don’t real-
ize is that a thorough evalu-
ation of this condition can 
uncover serious threats to 
their health.

Dr. Vitaly Raykhman, 
Director of the Accord Phy-
sicians Prostate Center in 
Sheepshead Bay along with 
Dr. Llewellyn Hyacinthe 
and Dr. Yuly Chalik, says 
that millions of men in the 
United States suffer from 
erectile dysfunction. Typi-
cally, he said, the man can’t 
perform at all or is not sat-
isfi ed with his sexual per-
formance. The dysfunction 
can surface at any age, but 
it is more common in men 
50 years old or older.

The problem can be psy-
chological or the impotence 
may be caused by physi-
ological abnormalities. In 
such cases, he said, the dys-

function may be related to 
diabetes or an indication 
of even more serious con-
ditions. A series of clinical 
tests done at the Urologic 
Institute can help doctors 
determine the reason of im-
potence.

“It is important that 
men who are experiencing 
this problem be promptly 
and properly evaluated by a 
urologist.”

Erectile dysfunction, he 
stressed, can be an early in-
dicator of “metabolic syn-
drome,” a name given to a 
group of factors that raise 
the risk for heart disease 
and other health threats, 
including heart attack and 
stroke.

“The fact that they are 
bringing this problem into 
their consciousness can 
give a physician several 
years of lead time in head-
ing off these far more se-
rious medical problems,” 
said Dr. Raykhman. “Could 
a visit to a urologist indi-
rectly save a patient’s life? 

Absolutely.”
A skilled urologist can 

slow the progress of the 
dysfunction and with the 
proper treatment most pa-
tients can regain a more 
satisfying sexual experi-
ence.

Although surgery is 
sometimes necessary, “it’s 
the last resort.” Changes 
in lifestyle can often re-
verse the effects of erectile 
dysfunction. These include 
exercise, improvements 
in diet, and a reduction in 
smoking and alcohol in-
take.  Erectile dysfunction 
can often be treated with 
medications such as Cialis, 
Viagra, Levitra or hormone 
therapy. 

Dr. Raykman stressed 
that because an erection is 
a vascular event, erectile 
dysfunction needs to be 
taken seriously.

Accord Physicians Pros-
tate Center is equipped to 
give patients a thorough 
evaluation and offers a wide 
range of treatment options.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Erectile Dysfunction — more than a quality of life problem!

America’s Top Urologist since 2009
NEW LOCATION IN QUEENS:

LOCATION IN BROOKLYN: 

(718) 878-3523
www.AccordMD.com

Prostate Center of Accord Physicians

Utilizing 
Computed 

Tomography

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS
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By Nelson A. King
Noting that “a clarion call” 

for acceptance of the mari-
juana plant is gaining steam 
globally, a Boston-based Vin-
centian attorney, who practices 
law in Connecticut, is urging 
his compatriots to fully address 
“this growing phenomenon.”

In delivering the keynote 
address Saturday night, at the 
inaugural Awards Ceremony of 
the Friends of Sion Hill, at 
the Friends of Crown Heights 
Educational Center in Brook-
lyn, Dr. Eversley A. Linley said 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
is “directly positioned in the 
path of this imminent wave of 
change.”

Referring to the Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Board 
(INCB) 2014 data, Linley, who 
holds a Ph. D in Political Sci-
ence from the University of 
Idaho, said that “St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines is one of 
the main producers and dis-
tributers of marijuana in the 
Caribbean region.”

“It is blessed with an ideal 
climate and soil that provide 

the perfect environment for 
a high quality organic ‘cash 
crop,’” he said. “Ignoring 
this fact only conjures up the 
notion of denial, of a well-oiled, 
‘black market’ infrastructural 
network.” 

Linley, who focuses on Inter-
national Law and Regional and 
Civic Planning, said drastic 
changes are sometimes “neces-
sary and occasionally unavoid-
able,” adding that this occur-
rence is commonly associated 
with a “paradigm shift.” 

He said, “this growing 
movement, that is breaking 
new ground towards cultural 
and social acceptance, must no 
longer be overlooked,” stating 
that “marijuana is embedded 
in cultures at all levels across 
the globe.” 

“Decades of disassociation 
with the plant, crafted through 
the shrill lens of taboos and 
economic propaganda, are 
gradually becoming extinct,” 
said Linley, who is still St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines’ 
national record holder in the 
800 meters in both the indoors 

and outdoors event. He is also 
a native of Sion Hill, a village 
renowned for its athletic prow-
ess, overlooking capital city 
Kingstown.

Throughout the course of 
his athletic career, Linley rep-
resented St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines in the 1988, 1992 
and 1996 Olympics. In 1988, 
the former St. Martin’s Sec-
ondary and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Grammar School 
student was granted an athletic 
scholarship to the University of 
Idaho, where he obtained Bach-
elor’s and Master’s of Science 
degrees in Regional Develop-
ment and Planning, and a Ph. 
D in Political Science, with 
emphasis on Public Adminis-
tration and Regional Develop-
ment and Planning. 

Dr. Linley noted that the 
current affinity with marijuana 
is driven by a three-prong cri-
teria: Pleasure and recreation; 
financial and economic viabil-
ity; and pharmaceutical and 
medicinal use.  

He said “change is coming,” 
regarding societal acceptance 

of marijuana in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, adding that 
the future of the land, other-
wise known as “Hairouna, lay 
at the forefront of this shifting 
culture.”  

In order to respond to this 
“change,” Linley urged Vincen-
tians, from all walks of life, to 
“coalesce and engage in civic 
and constructive dialogue. 

“Failure to do so could pro-
duce irreversible unknown, 
unforeseen and / or unintend-
ed consequences,” he warned. 

“Therefore, it is critical to con-
sider the arguments presented 
on both sides of the spectrum, 
irrespective of one’s point of 
view.”

Hence, he called for “all 
hands on deck” to “promote, 
insightful discussion.”

But Linley said any engage-
ment in civil discourse should 
encompass a “unified front,” 
stating: “We must strive to put 
aside argumentative obstruc-
tion and act in the spirit of 
good faith.” 

Dr. Eversley Linley makes presentation on marijuana. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King

Vincentian attorney speaks to 
growing marijuana phenomenon
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Florida Land Deals
Invest only $2690.00 down payment and
build your dream home in sunny Florida.

Thru this Special Home-site Program this house could be yours.

NO credit check for Home-site
NO pre-qualifi cation

$199 to fl y and check it out
Included: Airfare, Hotel Accommodation and Meals (limited time)

Contact Owen: 1-917-751-1792
for more information

 of your dreams

ONLY
$269000 

Down Payment
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By Gerard Best
MONTEGO BAY—Anyone 

interested in the development 
of the Internet in Caribbean 
may have already heard of Car-
ibNOG, the Caribbean Network 
Operators Group. Over the past 
decade, this volunteer-based 
community of computer engi-
neers has grown into a formi-
dable influencer in the region-
al technology arena. Today, its 
twice-yearly regional gather-
ings are among the most high-
ly anticipated events on the 
Caribbean’s tech calendar.

CaribNOG facilitates educa-
tion and training for those in 
the Caribbean responsible for 
designing, deploying and main-
taining computer networks. 
This year, when the three-day 
event kicks off on April 20 in 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, Car-
ibNOG will be breaking new 
ground.

“The Caribbean’s technology 
landscape is evolving rapidly, 
and CaribNOG plays a key role 
in helping the region keep pace 
with global trends,” said Bevil 
Wooding, one of the founders 
of the organisation.

“The same challenges expe-
rienced across networks in 

larger regions are now con-
fronting networks in the small-
er, resource-constrained mar-
kets of the Caribbean. From 
cyber-attacks and network out-
ages to malicious software and 
challenges of scaling networks 
to meet growing demand, net-
work administrators have to 
constantly adapt and evolve.”

Wooding has a unique van-
tage point into the intriguing 
world of Internet engineers, 
infrastructure and bottom-up 
decision making. As one of the 
region’s leading voices in the 
technology arena and an Inter-
net strategist with the technol-
ogy research non-profit, Packet 
Clearing House, he has been 
instrumental in growing Car-
ibNOG’s influence regionally 
and internationally.

“At the eleventh regional 
gathering of CaribNOG this 
week, we’re expecting our 
largest turnout to date, with 
participation from network 
operators, telecommunications 
regulators, academics, Internet 
service providers, engineer-
ing and computer science stu-
dents, special interest groups 
and government representa-
tives, drawn from across the 

region and around the world,” 
he added.

That’s no surprise. The Mon-
tego Bay event has attracted 
the attention of major interna-
tional technology players such 
as Google, Akamai, the Latin 
American Internet Registry 
(LACNIC), the Internet Soci-
ety (ISOC) and the American 
Registry of Internet Numbers 
(ARIN).

“CaribNOG 11 is being 
hosted in conjunction with 
ARIN’s public policy meeting 
as part of an ongoing collabo-
ration between the two groups 
to increase awareness in the 
region of various Internet 
policy and technical develop-
ments,” said Jamaican-born 
Stephen Lee, CaribNOG’s pro-
gram director.

Lee is a network engineer 
and CEO of U.S.-based tech-
nology solutions provider 
Arkitechs. He added that Carib-
NOG also receives strong sup-
port from the Caribbean Tele-
communications Union (CTU), 
the inter-governmental agency 
responsible for information and 
communications technology in 
the CARICOM region.

“CaribNOG has worked 

closely with the CTU over the 
years to educate government 
officials about technology 
trends and their impact on 
public policy.”

The array of high-profile 
technology experts expect-
ed to speak at CaribNOG 11 
includes Shernon Osepa, man-
ager, Regional Affairs for Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
at ISOC, Albert Daniels, sen-
ior manager of Stakeholder 
Engagement for the Caribbean 
at the Internet Corporation for 
Assigned Names and Numbers, 

Bill Woodcock, executive direc-
tor of Packet Clearing House, 
and Owen De Long of Akamai.

Also among the slate of 
presenters are representatives 
from local and regional organ-
isations such as the Organi-
sation for Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS), the University 
of the West Indies (UWI), the 
government of Jamaica and 
Cable and Wireless.

CaribNOG 11 runs from 
April 20 to 22 at the Half Moon 
Resort in Montego Bay, Jamai-
ca. 

Bevil Wooding, internet strategist, Packet Clearing House, 
fi elds questions during an open session at CaribNOG 10, 
Belize City, November 2015.  CaribNOG

CaribNOG 11 kicks off in JA

Tel:718-624-7800
WWW.BULKANSCHOOL.COM

1467 Nostrand Ave, 2nd Fl.
Brooklyn, NY 11226

Corner of Church ave. & Nostrand ave.
Take 2, 5 train to Church ave, take Bus B35, B44 to Nostrand & Church ave.

   Receive 4 Certificates upon Graduation HHA-
    PCA-  Hospice Cert. OSHA

    State Board Testing on Premises

     (CNA-EKG Phlebotomy) (NHA Testing Center)

Bulkan’s Educational Institute 
Training School

-
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DAY, 
EVENING 
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SIDING

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

FREE 
in Home

Estimates

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or MASONRY

ROOFING

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES, FOR 28 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE • TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES, FOR 28 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS ADSALE PRICES VALID APRIL 1 - APRIL 30, 2016

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

NEW REPAIR SERVICE
WE NOW REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES' PRODUCTS

PATIO
DOORS

REG.

ON SALE
$109900

$199900

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5FT.

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(888) 631-2131
BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 
• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

GARAGE DOOR
• Foam filled frame and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. / R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

REG. ON SALE
$39900$79900

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

FULLY INSTALLED

COUPONCOUPON

COUPON

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP MOULDING 
AND DEBRIS REMOVAL REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

$995As Low As

Fully Installed

CUSTOM PAINTED AND STAINED
STEEL AND FIBERGLASS DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED CUSTOM SIZED

Features:
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
  Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Many Styles, Colors and
   Finishes to Choose From

COUPON

ASK US ABOUT OUR
  NEW

INTERIOR DOOR PROGRAM!

CALL FOR
SHOWROOM

HOURS

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

HEMPSTEAD HUNTINGTON

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

www.uwds.com

COUPON

$24400

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

• Uniweld Model
• Full Capping
• Full Caulking
• Garbage Removal
• Low E and Argon Gas

FULLY INSTALLED
No Minimum Required

FULLY CAPPED

NEW REPAIR SERVICE
WE NOW REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES' PRODUCTS

STORM
DOORS
•Tempered Glass
•Screen
•Custom Hardware
•Custom Hinges
•White Only

REG.

ON SALE
$38900

$59900

FULLY
INSTALLED

TOP
QUALITY!

Other Models
Available

ANY SIZE

NO TAX
4 Models to
choose from

COUPON
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Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

UNIFIED

How does a company achieve a 99.6% satisfaction rating? Hard work is the answer to that question. Most business 
owners find it challenging to make every customer happy, especially if they service many customers. At Unified each job 
is an installation involving construction with multiple men, multiple crews and multiple products. Completing 
approximately 20 jobs per day 6 days a week we successfully install 6,000 jobs per year. There is no other company in 
our industry that completes as much work.  
   We are extremely proud of our 99.6% satisfaction rating. It 
takes hard work and a special commitment from our entire staff 
to achieve such results. At Unified we are open 7 days a week 
and employ over 30 office staff members, 8 managers and 3 
partners all working together to make each and every job go as 
smoothly as possible. Our staff can always be reached by 
telephone or email and all 5 locations are always open to the 
public. We know all too well that most issues start with some 
sort of communication problem. 
   Supplying and installing windows, doors, siding and roofing 
for almost 30 years and more recently insulation and stonework 
Unified has proved itself as the leading home improvement 
company in the tristate area.

 The ultimate secret to the company’s success 
revolves around the top quality products sold for the 
absolute lowest prices. Manufacturers such as Owens 
Corning, CertainTeed, Andersen and Pella have 
partnered with Unified to bring the best installation 
practices directly to the homeowner.
    For a free in home estimate or a free in home energy 
audit please call Unified at (888) 631-2131, email us 
at Unified@unifiedwindows.com or visit one of our 5 
showrooms to see full size displays and get exact 
prices. 

How Does a Company Achieve a 99.6% Satisfaction Rating?
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NYC MEDICAL PLAZA
M U L T I  S P E C I A L T Y  C L I N I C

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

MEDICAL SERVICES WE OFFER:

CARDIOLOGY, GASTROENTEROLOGY,

OB/GYN, INTERNAL

MEDICINE

WE`LL TREAT YOU RIGHT
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

718–975–3369
1111 Ocean Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11230

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental



Caribbean Life, April 22-28, 2016 27  Q

By Nelson A. King 
While remittances to devel-

oping countries overall edged 
up slightly in 2015, the World 
Bank says, among geographi-
cal regions, Latin America and 
the Caribbean saw the “most 
rapid” growth rate in remit-
tances last year.

The Washington-based 
financial institution said on 
Wednesday that the region’s 
4.8 percent growth was due to 
the recovery in labor markets 
in the United States. 

The bank said growth in 
Latin America and the Carib-
bean is expected to continue in 
2016, albeit at a slower pace.

It said remittances are 
expected to reach US $69.3 
billion this year, from US$66.7 
billion last year. 

Overall, the World Bank said 
remittances to developing coun-
tries grew only marginally in 
2015, as weak oil prices and 
other factors strained the earn-
ings of international migrants 
and their ability to send money 
home to their families.

In the latest edition of the 
“Migration and Development 
Brief,” released on Wednesday, 
the World Bank said officially 
recorded remittances to devel-
oping countries, including 
the Caribbean, amounted to 
US$431.6 billion in 2015, an 
increase of 0.4 percent over 
US$430 billion in 2014. 

The growth pace in 2015 
was the slowest since the glo-
bal financial crisis, the World 
Bank said. 

It said global remittances, 
which include those to high-
income countries, contracted 
by 1.7 percent to US$581.6 
billion in 2015, from US$592 
billion in 2014.

The World Bank said the 
slowing in remittances growth, 
which began in 2012, was 
exacerbated last year by low 
oil prices, “which are taking 
a toll on many oil-exporting 
remittance-source countries, 
such as Russia and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states.” 

“Remittances are an impor-

tant and fairly stable source of 
income for millions of families 
and of foreign exchange to 
many developing countries,” 
said Augusto Lopez-Claros, 
director of the World Bank’s 
Global Indicators Group.

The World Bank said remit-
tance flows are expected to 
recover this year, after “bot-
toming out” in 2015, with 
growth driven by continued 
economic recovery in the Unit-
ed States and the Euro Area, 
and a stabilization of US dollar 
exchange rates of remittance-
source countries. 

The World Bank noted that 
the Diaspora has assisted peo-
ple affected by disasters by 
sending more money home. 

But it warned that remit-
tances may also fall if the 
disaster disrupts the money-
transfer infrastructure. 

“While climate change is 
likely to result in increased 
frequency and severity of 
weather-related disasters, the 
international community cur-
rently lacks a legal and institu-

tional framework to cope with 
the resulting migration from 

the affected areas,” the World 
Bank said.

Augusto Lopez-Claros, director of the World Bank’s Global 
Indicators Group. Associated Press

Caribbean sees rapid growth 
in remittances last year

Q. What does “Rent to Own” mean and can I 
get one in Queens or Bronx? 
A. It is a way of buying with little or nothing 
down, where part of your monthly rent will be 
credited towards your down payment for the 
purchase. The catch is that you need to repair 
your credit before “Option Period.” Rare today 
but popular 20 years ago, so it hardly exist in 
NYC today.

Q. Can I buy a house with nothing down? 
A. Yes, if you are in the military or the house 
qualifies for USDA mortgage loan. And you can 
get $16,000 for First time homebuyer through 
grants by NYS and it’s free. Call my cell at 
347-530-6167 or my office 718-525-4082 for 
assistance.

Q. I stopped paying my mortgage for 2 years 
and I’m about to get foreclosed on, should I 
do a “Short Sale”?  
A. If you stopped paying for 2 years, you are a 
perfect candidate for a Short Sale. You need to 
act quickly because some banks are very quick 

to get your house auctioned and you will lose 
the benefits of a Short Sale, which includes the 
bank coming after you for the difference of the 
loan, and not being able to buy another house 
for 7yrs. There many other options to keep the 
banks away from getting their hands on your 
house. And it’s all Free at no cost to you. 
Call my cell at 347-530-6167 or call my office at 
718-525-4082.

Q. I bought my house with my Spouse and I 
don’t know if he is paying our mortgage on 
time? 
A. That is a public record, call my cell or office 
with address for answer.

Q. Can I Sell my house by myself for more 
than a Real Estate firm? 
A. Yes, people do it every time. Get my book, 
it’s FREE, only pay shipping and handling. 
You will see step by step how to market it for a 
higher price than the average market price. 

For my FREE book go to 
http://MichaelOmojolaAuthor.com/

KNOW THE HOUSING FACTS

Skylight Real Estate | 188-26 Linden Blvd. | Queens, NY 11412
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 4/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM 

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 04/22/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

    WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Selection
at Major World
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By Nelson A. King
Scores of residents in the 

Red Hook section of Brooklyn 
and co-workers at New York 
City’s Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) 
on Saturday paid their last 
respects to Jose Rivera, a long-
serving employee at DOHMH, 
who died on April 14. He was 
53.

Rivera, who lived in Red 
Hook for most of his life and 
whose late parents, Jose and 
Georgina Rivera, hailed from 
Puerto Rico, died at Methodist 
Hospital in the Park Slope sec-
tion of Brooklyn, family mem-
bers told Caribbean Life. He 
died five days short of what 
would have been his 54th birth-
day, they said. 

Rivera worked at DOHMH as 
a principal administrative asso-
ciate until he was hospitalized, 
according to his only son, Jose 
Antonia Rivera, 30. He said his 
father was a DOHMH employee 
for 30 years. 

“He was sick for some time, 
but we didn’t know the severity 
— that it [death] will happen,” 
said the younger Rivera in an 
interview during the wake Sat-

urday evening at Raccuglia & 
Sons Funeral Home, 323 Court 
St., in the Carroll Gardens, 
Brooklyn. 

Netisha Rivera, 35, Jose Riv-
era’s elder of two daughters, 
said her dad was an extraordi-
nary human being.

“I loved my father to death,” 
she said just before the Home 
Going Service began at 7:30 
pm on Saturday. “He was the 
best dad and great father. He 
was very kind — an all-round 
great dad.”

Richard Campbell, Netisha’s 
Jamaican-born fiancée, said he 
knew Rivera “for as long as 
I’ve known his daughter – 14 
years.

“God has blessed us with 
a nine-month-old daughter 
[Savanna], and Jose got to meet 
his granddaughter before he 
moved on,” Campbell said. “My 
mind is overwhelmed.”

In their tributes, Rivera’s 
former DOHMH co-workers 
told Caribbean Life that he had 
lived life to the fullest. 

“I missed him,” said Haitian-
born registered nurse Graci-
ta Marcellus-Coq. “He always 
called me ‘Me Amor’ [my love 

in Spanish]. He helped me to 
improve my Spanish.”

Trinidadian Margaret McMil-
lan, another former co-worker, 
said Rivera was “one of us – 
another human being like us 
– it [death] could [have been] 
one of us.”

Outside the funeral chapel, 
Lab Associate Michael Lamar, 
said he worked with the bilin-
gual Rivera for 20 years.

“He loved life,” he said. “He 
loved to fish; he loved the Pitts-
burgh Pirates. Everybody loved 
him.

“Jose was a good person,” 
he added. “He’ll go out of his 
way to do things for you. I used 
to call him ‘Wasabia’ – it’s a 
back-in-the-day commercial. I 
the morning, we greeted each 
other as ‘Wasabia’; and, going 
home, we said ‘Wasabia.’”

Fellow mourner, X-ray Tech-
nician Erica Flowers, agreed 
that Rivera lived a good life.

“He was a great guy,” she said. 
“I couldn’t miss the memorial 
service for anything. He lived 
life under his own terms, and I 
loved him for that.”

One of Rivera’s former super-
visors also told Caribbean Life 

that Rivera “dedicated decades 
of his life to serving the citi-
zens of New York by providing 
critical services to the Health 
Department.” 

In his homily, Fr. Joseph 
Diele, chaplain for Caring Hos-
pice on Avenue U in Brooklyn, 
said: “Jose sounded like a man 
who enjoyed life (as mourn-
ers concurred by clapping and 
shouting ‘Amen!’).”

Fr. Diele noted what were 
characterized as some of Riv-
era’s favorite indulgences – “the 
music and the grilling.”

“If we cannot enjoy life now, 
then we would not enjoy life 
there [in Heaven],” the Catho-
lic priest said. “So much so, he 
knew his own sickness and did 
not say a word about it. 

“He wanted to enjoy life, and 
he did,” Fr. Diele added. “He 
knew how to live life. He did it 
his way.”

Rivera’s son said his father’s 
body will be cremated and his 
ashes taken by Netisha to Puer-
to Rico.

Rivera is survived by another 
daughter, Milaya, 23.

Jose Rivera.

Tributes to Jose Rivera, dead at 53

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES
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Honoring 
CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HEALTHCARE AWARDS

 3rd Annual Caribbean American Healthcare Awards

To order your seats, please visit http://caribbeanlifenews.com/healthevent
If you have any questions you can contact Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302

Paradise Caterers
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, New York 11223

Between West 11th and West 12th

COCKTAILS AT 5:30 PM – DINNER AT 6:30 PM

Valet Parking

Celia Bramble

Natasha Burke
Manuela Butler

Angela Edwards

Annmarie Garriques

Eva James

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US ON JUNE 23RD
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
You and your girls are birds 

of a feather.
You flock together, preen 

together, share your nest when 
needed and, while you hap-
pily sing one another’s praises, 
you’d never open your beak to 
spill their secrets. Then again, 
as in the new book “The Black-
birds” by Eric Jerome Dickey, 
you’d never crow about all the 
details of your own life, either.

A mere birthday wasn’t good 
enough for Indigo Abdulraha-
man. Oh, no — she got a birth 
month.

She decreed it, planned 
it, and made her friends fol-
low along with her wishes. A 
strong-willed woman born to 
Nigerian parents, Indigo was 
the tallest of the four women, 

dark-skinned, with a hunger 
for the finer things — includ-
ing men, of which she had two. 
And when a woman caught 
Indigo’s eye, she wasn’t above 
giving that a go, too.

Kwanzaa Browne spent the 
weeks before her birthday cry-
ing over a man: she caught her 
fiancé cheating with a Brazil-
ian woman, which was the last 
straw for Kwanzaa. It would 
take a lot for her to forget her 

ex. A lot — including, perhaps, 
a romance with a handsome 
man she’d been watching for 
months.

Kwanzaa snagged him three 
weeks before Destiny Jones’ 
birthday, which didn’t matter to 
Destiny; she had nothing to cel-
ebrate. The man she loved didn’t 
know an important truth about 
her, and she didn’t know how to 
tell him — but before she could 
figure it out, he learned of her 
fame-not-fame, and it threat-
ened to ruin everything.

As for Ericka Stockwell, 
some things were already in 
ruins by the time her birth-
day arrived: her once-abusive 
mother was around again, 
as was cancer for the second 
time. Even so, grateful for life, 
Ericka’s bucket list was full 
that anniversary of her birth, 
and it included finding the love 
of her life. Unfortunately, once 
she found him, she knew she 
could never share the good 
news with her friends…

Aside from the gorgeous 
cover, size is likely the first thing 

you’ll notice about “The Black-
birds.” At just over 500 pages, it’s 
a brick — and I daresay it’s an 
unnecessary one, at that.

Don’t get me wrong: there’s 
a decent plot here; Oh-My-
Goodness twists; and charac-
ters that are gorgeous, loyal, 

and cheated-upon every few 
pages. Since I love a good scan-
dal, wow, that was fun — until 
those characters launched into 
mattress gymnastics and cute-
sy raunch-code, both of which 
become tiresome in short 
order. 

BOOK REVIEW

“The Blackbirds” 
by Eric Jerome Dickey
c.2016, Dutton 
$27.00 / $36.00 Canada
519 pages

Book cover of “The Blackbirds” by Eric Jerome Dickey.

Author Eric Jerome Dickey.

Four loyal ‘birds’ stick together

INTRODUCING 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN

FOR ONLY

$49/YEAR
SAVE ON AVERAGE

30-50% OFF

OF DR. IRINA YESINA DDS 
602 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11225 

(intersection of Flatbush and Rutland Road)

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

For only $49 a year, get 2 exams and any 
required x-rays for free. Plus, receive an aver-
age savings 50% off any needed treatment or 
procedure.
Quality dental care made affordable for you, so 
you don't have to pay an arm and a leg to save 
your smile.
We provide individuals, families, and businesses 
an affordable way to get the complete and quality 

dental care they need.

Get peace of mind knowing that you're covered. 
Get the care you want when you want it. Our plan 
provides you the freedom to get the treatment 
you need at a standard of care that you deserve. 
Take advantage of our discounted plan for the 
entire family.

From simple cleaning, to more complex surgical 
procedures. Get comprehensive care for your 
teeth at a friendly price you can afford. 

DENTAL SAVINGS PLAN. WHAT IS IT?

(718) 778.7600

CLEANING
PROPHYLAXIS

FLEXIBLE PARTIAL 
DENTURES

CROWNS  
& BRIDGES (PMC) WHITENING

$749$65

$469 $249
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NEW YORK NY - As part of its ongo-
ing efforts to help consumers avoid fall-
ing victim to identity theft, AARP New 
York is joining with New York State 
Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman 
to sponsor “Shred Fest 2016” a series of 
events to provide free shredding ofper-
sonal financial documents and other 
sensitive records.

The Shred Fest will launch statewide 
on Tuesday, April 26 at Manhattan Plaza, 
located on West 43rd Street, between 
9th and 10th avenues. Shredding service 
begins at 11 am and will continue until 
2 pm, or until the on-site shredding 
service trucks reach full capacity.

“Identity thieves are constantly com-
ing up with new and creative ways to 
target and take advantage of victims espe-
cially seniors,” said Attorney General Eric 
T. Schneiderman. “Shred Fest is an excel-
lent opportunity to keep these scammers 
from getting a hold of your sensitive per-
sonal information.”

In 2015 New York State residents regis-
tered over 100.000 complaints about fraud 
with the Federal Trade Commission.

“Identity thieves routinely search 
through dumpsters and trash cans, 
looking to find confidential informa-
tion. Our Shred Fest 2016 events will 
allow consumers to discard this paper-
work in a safe and secure manner,” said 
Beth Finkel, state director of AARP 
New York. “Financial fraud causes mil-
lions of dollars in losses each year. With 
the tax-filing season behind us, we’re 
encouraging taxpayers to do a spring 
cleaning oftheir old financialdocuments 
and other records.”

Additional Shred Fest events in New 
York City are taking place in Harlem, 
Queens, and Staten Island:

• April 26, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 1333 Bay St., Staten Island, NY; 
Noon - 3 pm or until truck is full;

• April 27 Adam Clayton Powell State 
Office, 163 West 125th Street, NY; 11 am 
- 2 pm or until truck is full;

• April 28, Bowne Park, 32nd Ave. & 
15ih St., Flushing, NY; Noon - 3 pm or 
until truck is full;

• April 29, Rochdale Village Mall , 
169-65 137th Ave., Jamaica, NY; 11 am - 
2 pm or until truck is full;

• April 30, First Baptist Church, 100-
10 Astoria Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY; 10 
am - 1 pm or until truck is full.

The New York City events are part 
ofa series of Shred Fest 2016 events 
scheduled for communities across New 
York State and the nation during Money 
Smart Week® April 23-30, with support 
from the AARP Fraud Watch Network 
and the AARP Foundation.

A full list of events in New York State 
can be found here on the AARP New 
York web site.

To avoid having your sensitive infor-
mation compromised, security experts 
recommend shredding of the following 
types of materials:

• Old documents: Papers that carry 
your Social Security number, birth date, 
signature, account numbers, passwords 
or PIN numbers.

• Banking: Canceled or unused 
checks. Shred deposit slips and ATM and 
credit card receipts, once you receive 
your monthly statements.

• Credit Cards: Preapproved cred-
it card applications and incentive/gift 
checks from credit card companies.

• Medical: unneeded medical bills.
• Investments: Investment account 

statements.
• Obsolete ID cards: Expired driver’s 

licenses, medical insurance cards and 
passports.

Shred Fest 2016 events are being held 
in 12 locations in New York State and 
at least 37 other states next week. Resi-
dents of other communities who wish 
to take advantage of a Shred Fest event 
may refer to online schedule. And for 
those consumers who use a home shred-
der, experts also recommend the use of a 
micro-cut model. Tests have shown that 
the scraps of paper from a straight or 
cross-cut shredder can be reassembled 
by identity thieves. With a micro-cut 
shredder, the paper is rendered into 
impossible-to-reassemble debris.

More information on how to keep 
yourself safe from identity theft fraud, 
and alerts regarding other types of 
scams, is available from the Fraud 
Watch Network at www.aarp.org/Fraud-
WatchNetwork.

Shredding services will be performed 
by a third party. All documents and 
information provided for shredding are 
subject to that party’s privacy and infor-
mational security policies.

About AARP
AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 

organization, with a membership 
ofnearly 38 million, that helps people 
turn their goals and dreams into real 
possibilities, strengthens communi-
ties andfights for the issues that mat-
ter most to families such as health-
care, employment and income security, 
retirement planning, affordable utilities 
and protectionf rom fi nancial abuse. We 
advocate/or individual in the market-
place by selecting products and services 
ofhigh quality and value to carry the 
AARP name as well a help our members 
obtain discounts on a wide range of 
products, travel, and services. A trusted 
source for lifestyle tips, news and edu-
cational information, AARP produces 
AARP The Magazine, the world’s larg-
est circulation magazine; AARP Bul-
letin; www.aarp.org; AARP TV & Radio; 
AARP Books; and AARP en Espaiiol, 
a Spanish-language website addressing 
the interests and needs of Hispanics. 
AARP does not endorse candidates for 
public office or make contributions to 
political campaigns or candidates. The 
AARP Foundation is an affiliated char-
ity that provides security, protection, 
and empowerment to older persons in 
need with supportfrom thousands ofvol-
unteers, donors, and sponsors. AARP 
has staffed offices in all 50 states, the 
District ofColumbia, Puerto Rico, and 
the u.s. Virgin Islands. Learn more at 
www.aam.org.

Shred Fest 2016
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Zika virus funding will have 
to wait until after mosquito 
season ends this summer.

So says Republicans in Con-
gress.

Despite the fact President 
Barack Obama requested emer-
gency funding two months ago 
asking an allotment of $1.9 
billion to help combat the 
dreaded tropical Zika virus, last 
week top officials in Congress 
announced that a decision to 
fund the initiative will not be 
made until September. 

With Congress slated to take 
a seven-week vacation this July 
and August, Zika funding will 
add to the many initiatives 
delayed by Republicans deter-
mined to frustrate Democrats. 

Josh Earnest, White House 
press secretary denounced 
Congressional Republicans for 
failing to act on approval of the 
funds. 

“At some point, they’re going 
to have to choose whether or 
not their animosity toward 
President Obama trumps their 
desire to try and protect preg-
nant women in their states 
from this terrible disease,” Ear-
nest said.

White House budget director 

Shaun Donovan said, “Given 
the uncertainty and the risks, 
we should not play with fire 
here.” 

Congress needs to act imme-
diately. We cannot wait. There 
are activities that we cannot 
start now. There are activities 
in the coming months that we 
may need to stop doing,” 

As temperatures rise to peak 
mosquito breeding season, 
congressional Republicans are 
claiming that the White House 
is “politicizing” the Zika virus. 

Resigned to the fact of an 
impending health emergency, 
some Republicans believe there 
is no urgency to fund research 
or even allot moneys to the 
initiative.

Paul Ryan, Republican 
speaker from Wisconsin said 
the House “will address this 
situation through the regular 
appropriations process as the 
need arises, and our appro-
priators are looking at how to 

do just that.” 
Hal Rogers, Republican 

House Appropriations Com-
mittee chairman from Ken-
tucky, said he needs more 
budgetary information from 
the administration to address 
the crisis. 

“I can’t in good conscience 
and out of respect for the tax-
payer support a full request 
without proper information, 
without justification.” 

There are currently 346 
cases of the Zika virus in the 
continental United States.

Health officials are saying 
that that number could rapidly 
rise as the number of mos-
quito bites increase. Out of the 
total cases, 32 were pregnant 
women, while seven of them 
acquired the virus through 
sexual activity.

In addition with newly 
released findings that the 
mosquito species responsible 
for transmitting the virus, is 

now in 30 U.S. states — and 
not 12 as previously report-
edly — chances are that there 
is a growing escalation and the 
disease could quickly rise to 
epidemic proportions.

Once thought of as a disease 
that can easily be contained, 
the Zika virus is now consid-
ered “scarier” than expected.

“Most of what we’ve learned 
is not reassuring,” Dr. Anne 
Schuchat from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion explained during a recent 
White House briefing.

“Everything we know about 
this virus seems to be scarier 
than we initially thought.”

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., holds his weekly on 
camera press conference in the Capitol on Thursday, April 
14, 2016.  Bill Clark / CQ Roll Call via Associated Press

Poly-tricks impede Obama’s plea to fund Zika
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New York Theatre Ballet (NYTB) 
will perform The Alice-in-Wonder-
land Follies on May 1, 2016 at 3 pm 
at the 92nd Street Y, 1395 Lexington 
Av, NYC. Tickets are $25 for children 
12 and under and $35 for adults, and 
are available online at www.92y.org/
Event/NY-Theatre-Ballet-Alice-in-
Wonderland-Follies, by calling (212) 
415-5500, or in person at the 92Y 
box office on Lexington Avenue at 
92nd Street (hours of operation are 
Sunday - Thursday, 12 pm-8 pm, and 
Friday noon - 5 pm). For ages five 

and up. 
Follow Alice’s adventures through 

Wonderland as she meets some of the 
most beloved characters in children’s 
literature. Presented in a vaudeville 
setting, this eclectic ballet draws on 
many different dance forms — from 
Irish Step Dancing to African Juba to 
classical ballet — all of which com-
bine to make a highly entertaining 
show.

“...there is no more delightful or 
charming production to be found in 
New York City.”

-Broadway World
This performance is made possible 

with support from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in 
partnership with the City Council.

ABOUT NEW YORK 
THEATRE BALLET

New York Theatre Ballet (NYTB), 
founded in 1978 by artistic direc-
tor Diana Byer, has been hailed by 
The New York Times as “an invalu-
able company.” NYTB is dedicated 

NYTB presents another kids adventure

Continued on Page 38

Jamaican dancehall queens Kimiko 
‘Versatile’ and Keiva ‘D Diva’ bust a 
move in the opening salvo of the hot 
new Ska video “Fire Fire” from award 
winning crooner Richie Stephens & The 
Ska Nation Band featuring Rankin Lele 
and Papa Leu (from Sud Sound System 
crew — the biggest Italian reggae band) 
on vocals. “Fire Fire” is the lead single 
from the 14-track studio album, which 
hit stores on April 15 (Pot of Gold, Adri-
atic Sound/Zojak World Wide). 

Stephens baritone voice is powerful 
throughout the video and grabs your 
attention from the very first note.

Video directors Federico Giannace, 
Mose Ferri and Kem Style pan across to 
a shot with Flexi Doll (Kimiko & Shan-
non) and Imke from Germany in the 
next few frames. Other dancers featured 

By Laura Andrews
Jamaican artist Conkarah and Rosie 

Delmah’s reggae version of British sing-
er Adele’s “Hello” is drawing continuous 
interest from viewers worldwide. The 
duet with a female and a male artists 
is vibrant with a classic reggae beat. 
The singers, referenced as a brother-
and-sister team, starts the video with 
Rosie Delmah opening the song. The 
young singer with welcomed child-like 
innocence, in her “Hello,” details with-

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

New York Theatre Ballet presents Alice-in-Wonderland Follies. Rachel Neville

Reggae touch 
to ‘Hello’

‘Fire Fire’ 
video released

THE ALICE THE ALICE 
FOLLIESFOLLIES

Jamaican artists Rosie Delmah and 
Conkarah put a reggae spin on 
Adele’s “Hello.”
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UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET
FEATURING YOUR ITALIAN FAVORITES

Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo

Cavatelli w/ Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs

Penne Vodka, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini

Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata, Fried Calamari, Baked Clams

Mussels Bianco, Salad Bar

Carving Station
Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

Dessert Bar
Including

Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit

Pastries, Coffee, Espresso and Much More

718.331.2900
CHICKEN FINGERS AND FRENCH FRIES AVAILABLE FOR KIDS

PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE .... 18% GRATUITY WILL BE ADDED TO THE CHECK

$45.00+ tax & GratuitiesChildren 10 and underhalf price

MOTHER’S DAY

8015/23 13th Ave.

718.331.2900
3:30 PM
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By Kam Williams
CIA Agent Bill Pope (Ryan 

Reynolds) was in London on 
assignment to deliver a ransom 
to a computer hacker called 
the “The Dutchman” (Michael 
Pitt) when he was assassinated 
en route by a terrorist (Jordi 
Molla) with a vicious gun moll 
(Antje Traue). This would ordi-
narily be a big loss for the 
Agency, given the veteran spy’s 
talents and abilities.

Luckily, government scien-
tist Dr. Franks has been work-
ing on transferring memories 
from one brain to another. 

And while he’s been successful 
in several attempts with ani-
mals, he considers himself five 
years away from being ready for 
human trials. 

Nevertheless, given the 
emergency, he is instructed 
to immediately implant Pope’s 

mind into that of Jericho (Kevin 
Costner), a death-row inmate 
in desperate need of a new 
lease on life. Next thing you 
know, the psychopathic mur-
derer awakens from the experi-
mental surgery raring to track 
down The Dutchman as well as 

the creeps who killed Pope.
That is the point of departure 

of Criminal, a sci-fi splatterfest 
directed by Ariel Vromen (The 
Iceman). Curiously, the movie 
marks Ryan Reynolds’ third 
venture into the brain swap 
genre, his previous being last 

fall’s Self/less. There, however, 
he played the recipient rather 
than the organ donor.

There isn’t much point to my 
reciting the scatterplot storyline, 
since it makes even less sense 
than the picture’s farfetched 
premise. Still, this high body-
count, action thriller is apt to 
have a certain appeal to testo-
sterone-sodden males seeking to 
satiate their blood lust by watch-
ing folks being blown away in 
spectacular fashion. 

In the process, the film frit-
ters away the services of an 
impressive cast which includes 
Reynolds, Tommy Lee Jones, 
Gary Oldman and Kevin Cost-
ner. The film features a fair 
amount of eye candy, too, in 
Antje Traue, Alice Eve, Natalie 
Burn and Gal Gadot who plays 
Pope’s widow, Jill. As you 
might easily imagine, She and 
her daughter, Emma (Lara 
Decaro), are in for the sur-
prise of their lives when hubby/
daddy returns reincarnated as 
a redeemed convict in need of a 
loving family. 

“Criminal”
Good (2 stars)
Rated R for 
pervasive profanity 
and graphic violence. 
Running time: 
113 minutes
Distributor: 
Summit Entertainment

Compadres (Unrated) 
Unlikely-buddies action 
thriller about a disgraced 
ex-cop (Omar Chaparro) 
who joins forces with a 
young hacker (Joey Mor-
gan) to exact revenge on 
the mobster (Erick Elias) who kid-
napped his girlfriend (Aislinn Derbez) 
and framed him for a crime he didn’t 
commit. With Kevin Pollak, Eric Rob-
erts and Hector Jimenez.

Dispatches from the Gulf (Unrated) 
Matt Damon narrates this documen-
tary taking stock of the environmental 
health of the Gulf of Mexico a half-
dozen years after Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill.

Elvis & Nixon (R for profanity) White 
House drama recounting the historic, 
1970 meeting of Elvis Presley (Michael 
Shannon) and President Nixon (Kevin 
Spacey) in the Oval Office immortal-
ized by the most requested photograph 
in the National Archives. Cast includes 
Colin Hanks, Johnny Knoxville and 
Alex Pettyfer.

Hockney (Unrated) Reverential retro-
spective chronicling the career of David 
Hockney, one of the most influential 
artists of the 20th Century.

A Hologram for the King (R for sexu-
ality, nudity, profanity and brief drug 
use) Adaptation of Dave Eggers’ novel 
about a broke American businessman 
(Tom Hanks) who tries to recover by 
making a sales pitch to Saudi Arabia’s 
monarch. With Ben Whishaw, Sarita 

Choudhury and Tom Skerritt. (In Eng-
lish and Arabic with subtitles)

How to Let Go of the World (Unrat-
ed) Eco-documentary chronicling the 
efforts of environmental activists dedi-
cated to reversing atmospheric warm-
ing trends.

Love Thy Nature (Unrated) Environ-
mental documentary, narrated by Liam 
Neeson, celebrating humanity’s con-
nection to Mother Earth while warning 
of the ecological crisis threatening the 
survival of our species.

The Meddler (PG-13 for brief drug 
use) Romance drama about a grieving 
widow (Susan Sarandon) who moves 
from New Jersey to L.A. to be near her 
daughter (Rose Byrne), only to unex-
pectedly find romance with a retired 
cop (J.K. Simmons). With Cecily Strong, 
Jason Ritter, Lucy Punch, Casey Wilson 
and Jerrod Carmichael.

Nina (Unrated) Zoe Saldana plays 
the title character in this controver-
sial biopic chronicling jazz singer Nina 
Simone’s (1933-2003) rise to fame, her 
troubled private life and her depend-
ency on her business manager (David 
Oyelowo). Featuring Mike Epps as Rich-
ard Pryor and Ella Thomas as Lorraine 
Hansberry. (In English and French with 
subtitles)

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

A scene from the movie “Criminal.” rottentomatoes.com

Independent & Foreign Films

Brain-altered convict chases int’l terrorists 

A UNIVERSAL PICTURE
© 2015 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

“THE HUNTSMAN: WINTER’S WAR”
CHRIS HEMSWORTH CHARLIZE THERON EMILY BLUNT NICK FROST SAM CLAFLIN ROB BRYDON AND JESSICA CHASTAIN JAMES NEWTON HOWARDMUSIC

BY

DIRECTED
BY CEDRIC NICOLAS-TROYAN

EVAN SPILIOTOPOULOS AND CRAIG MAZINWRITTEN
BY

PRODUCED
BY JOE ROTH p.g.a.

BASED ON CHARACTERS
 CREATED BY EVAN DAUGHERTYSARAH BRADSHAW PALAK PATELEXECUTIVE

PRODUCERS

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS A ROTH FILMS PRODUCTIONIN ASSOCIATION WITH PERFECT WORLD PICTURES

SOUNDTRACK ON BACK LOT MUSIC

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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in the video include the beauti-
ful Deadre (beach scene); Rifi-
cal crew; Elite Team; Rui and 
Shorti from Japan and Sonia 
Cubanita from Italy. Musicans 
include Richie Stephens & the 
Skanation band featuring Rich-
ie on lead vocal; Rankin Lele & 
Papa Leu - vocals;  voice guitar 
/ Fossa drums and Leo Klaus, 
bass (former member of Bag a 
Riddim, the official Sud Sound 
System support band).

Last November the entire 
Skanation band made the 
trek to Jamaica for a two-

week stay to shoot “Fire Fire.” 
Scenes were shot on location 
at Movie Star Bar in Kingston 
and Hellshire Beach, famous 
for its white sands and cool, 
clean waters. Other scenes 
were shot in Bernalda, Italy, 
famous for being the home-
town of Academy Award film-
maker Francis Ford Coppola. 
Coppola’s directorial promi-
nence was cemented with the 
release of the 1972 Godfather 
film which revolutionized 
movie-making in the gang-
ster genre.

out pain or sadness, count-
less attempts to contact a past 
lover. In one instance as she 

sings, she uses her hand as if 
it were a telephone to demon-
strate calling this distant lover, 
the song explains a person who 
is in need of an apology. Conka-
rah nicely follows up.

In his solo, he wonder-
fully embellishes the song 
with a sultry spark and well-
placed energy, which converts 
remorse and misgivings with a 
touching up-to-date romantic 
confession. The song in the 
video demands your attention 
to hear repeatedly not only for 
the singers engagement, their 
commendable treatment of the 
song but also the attractions 
the video offers.

Embrace yourself for a relax 
setting in the Solomon Islands. 
Nicholas Murray, a Conkarah 
Music artist with the single 
name Conkarah, in one of his 
videos calls upon Robert Nesta 
Marley’s heirs for a musical 
reach out on an island, as he 
wears a T-shirt indicating he is 
an unsigned artist. In “Hello” 
the Jamaican singer in the reg-
gae version of “Hello,” places 
you among warmth, radiant-
ly-healthy children with per-

fectly aligned teeth enjoying 
soccer without shoes. Wheth-
er by accident or well-planed, 
as the two navigates “Hello” 
to musical territories likely to 
gain Adele’s admiration, there 
is a scene of a father beauti-
fully cuddling an infant. The 
children posing in a group pho-
tograph gracefully wait for the 
camera to focusing on them. 
At their designated moment, 
they resonate with their brand 
of child-like humor shown by 
funny faces and impromptu 
laughter. There special inter-
action leaves you puzzled and 
asking for children to return to 
this customary place in their 
childhood.

If the Solomon Islands is the 
venue of the shooting of the 
video, look forward to be placed 
in the South Pacific of sunken 
warships, lush greenery, scuba-
diving blue water and an archi-
pelago with homes near the 
picturesque waters leaving an 
indelible imprint in the life of a 
war hero turned President of the 
United States, John F. Kennedy.

Adele’s “Hello” was number 
1 on the Billboard single chart. 
The tract is the first to sell 
more than one million down-
loads in a week. The single is on 
the album “25,” which has sold 
a record-breaking 3.38 million 
copies before the close of 2015.

to inspiring a love of dance 
in diverse audiences through 
performances of chamber bal-
let masterpieces and bold new 
works, as well as innovative 

one-hour ballets for children, 
all at affordable prices. 

By pairing the ballets of leg-
endary creators with those of 
contemporary visionaries, NYTB 
brings a new understanding 
and appreciation of dance. The 

approach to live performance 
for children is groundbreaking 
and unique. New York Theatre 
Ballet offers an annual series of 
hour-long ballets tailored to the 
attention span of young audi-
ence members, while offering 
high production values and clev-
er choreography sophisticated 
enough for discerning parents. 

NYTB is committed to reach-

ing underserved audiences 
by performing in small cities 
throughout the U.S. Its profes-
sional school provides ballet 
training based on the Cecchetti 
syllabus. Classes are offered at 
affordable prices. Scholarships 
are awarded to talented home-
less and underserved children 
along with support for well-
rounded learning.

Continued from page 35 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Cake By The Ocean
DNCE

7 Years
Lukas Graham

Stressed Out
twenty one pilots

Love Yourself
Justin Bieber

Me, Myself & I
G-Eazy x Bebe Rexha

Work
Rihanna Feat. Drake

I Took A Pill in Ibiza
Mike Posner

Pilowtalk
Zayn

My House
Flo Rida

No
Meghan Trainor

Cleopatra
The Lumineers

Gore
Deftones

Traveller
Chris Stapleton

Blurryface
twenty one pilots

Alone Together
Skizzy Mars

Junk
M83.

Book of Shadows II
Zakk Wylde

Hamilton: An American...
Original Broadway Cast

Death of a Bachelor
Panic! At The Disco

Chasing Shadows
Angels & Airwaves

TOP 10 
SINGLES

A scene from Alice-in-Wonderland Follies. Photo by Rachel Neville

Ska Nation Band‘Hello’

NEW YORK BALLET

Richie Stephens (center) with the Ska Nation Band from 
Italy.
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Featuring
Brand New
Caribbean

Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect

Wedding for You
At Affordable

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets
And All
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving
Brooklyn Over

60 Years

THE 2ND 
ANNUAL 

Doors open for Vendors Shopping Show 3pm
Tickets: $25.00 in Advance - Dinner & Show: $45.00

$30.00 at the Door
Tickets and info call 718-723-1800

Tickets available online 
www.blackspectrum.com or Facebook

Black Spectrum is funded in part by: NYC Dept. of Cultural Affairs, NYSCA, NEA, The 
NYC Black, Hispanic & Asian Caucus, NYC Councilman Daneek Miller, NYC Councilman 
Donavan Richards, Department Youth Community Development, New York City Parks 
and Recreation, NYC Transit Authority Donation Committee Local Union 1182,1199, 
Coalition of Theatres of Color-CTC

 Black Spectrum Theatre Co., Inc
 Located inside the Roy Wilkins Park. Entrance at Baisley Blvd & 
 177th Street Jamaica, NY 11434. Tele: (718)-723-1800

p
                                                                                                                                  National Endowment of  the Arts 

New York State 
Council on the Arts  

In Collaboration with 

Spirit   
& Harmony

F E S T I V A L

A Special Mother’s Day Concert

Doors opopopene  foror V VVenennddooorrsss SShhopppppininnggg ShS owww 33 pm
Tickets: $$25225 0.00 in AAAdvvvdvannnceeec -- DDDDDinininii neneeneeeerrrrrrr &&& ShShowoww::: $4$4$45.5.5.5.000000000

CROSSFIRE STEEL ORCHESTRA

 (Trinidad)

SUNDAY, MAY 8, 2016 | 4PM - 7PM

THOKOZA & THULI DUMAKUDE

The star of the The Lion King (South Africa)

Bambara Dance & Drum Ensemble

FEATURING SPECIAL GUESTS

R&B GROUP 

BLUE MAGIC
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Congratulations to Brooklyn’s
2016 Women of Distinction

HONOREES

Publication date – May 20, 2016
To purchase the tickets on Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony 

go to brooklyndaily.com/wodevent

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Dr. Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela Esposito-Amery
Nancy Falco

Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano
Laura Glazier-Smith
Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson

Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova
Chinita Pointer
Beareather Reddy

Join Us!

$100 per person
8023 13th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228

Gala Dinner 
& Award Ceremony

Tuesday, June 7, 2016
RSVP: May 20th

Our Keynote Speaker

Ophira 
Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg 
is a standup comic, 
writer, and host of 
NPR’s hit trivia comedy show, 
Ask Me Another. 
She has appeared on The Late 
Late Show, The Today Show, 
Comedy Central, and VH-1.

Cocktail hour 5:30 pm

To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction, 
please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Monday at 4:30 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY MONDAY AT 4:30PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Deepti Hajela
NEW YORK (AP) _ Maurice Ashley 

was 14 when he saw a high school 
friend playing chess and challenged 
him to a match. He lost badly, but it 
sparked a love affair that started him 
playing nearly non-stop ever since.

There were the countless hours 
competing against the hustlers in 
city parks, and the serious players 
at chess clubs in Manhattan. There 

were the years spent against increas-
ingly tougher competition in college, 
and ultimately against the best of 
the best at tournaments around the 
country and abroad.

All that playing has led the 
50-year-old Ashley to some trailblaz-
ing accomplishments — the first 
African-American to be designated 
as a chess grandmaster, and last 
Wednesday, the first African-Amer-

ican to be inducted into the U.S. 
Chess Hall of Fame in St. Louis. 
He received his honor as the U.S. 
Chess Championship got underway, 
with Ashley taking on commentat-
ing duties.

When he got the call in January 
that he was being inducted, for his 
contributions as a player, coach and 
commentator, Ashley said tears came 

1st Jamaican enters Chess Hall of Fame

Continued on Page 42

By Tangerine Clarke
Kyle Neptune, assistant coach of Vil-

lanova Wildcats Men’s Basketball, is still 
on cloud nine after his team clinched 
the NCAA title, beating North Caro-
lina to win the national championship 
recently, giving his Caribbean parents a 
gift of a lifetime.

Guyanese-born Alex Neptune told 
this publication that he and his wife 
Brenda are very proud of their son’s 
accomplishments to date, stating that 
31-year old Kyle has had a life-long pas-
sion for basketball.

“As a student, Kyle’s team at Brook-
lyn Friends won the NYS Class Cham-
pionship in 2001, from where he was 

By Azad Ali
All-rounder Dwayne Bravo became 

the first bowler to take 300 Twen-
ty20 wickets when his new side Gujarat 
Lions trounced Kings XI by five wick-
ets in the India Premier League (IPL) 
which started recently.

In reaching 300 wickets, the 32-year-
old surpassed Sri Lankan speedster 
Lasith Malinga who sits on 299 wick-
ets. 

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

West Indies’ Dwayne Bravo cel-
ebrates after taking the catch to 
dismiss Australia’s batsman James 
Faulkner during their ICC Twenty20 
Cricket World Cup match in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh.   

 Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi, File

In this April 12, 2016 photo, chess grandmaster Maurice Ashley talks during an interview at Chess Forum in 
New York. The Brooklyn resident has been inducted to the World Chess Hall of Fame in St. Louis. 
 Associated Press / Mark Lennihan

Top Twenty20 
wicket taker

Wildcats assistant 
coach has 

Caribbean roots

RIGHT RIGHT 
MOVESMOVES
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to his eyes.
“For me to hear that I’m being 

inducted for everything I’ve given to 
the game, that I’ve done to promote 
the game, that I’ve done to help young 
people play, and for the inspiration I’ve 
been, has just been absolutely incred-
ible,” Ashley told The Associated Press 

in an interview at, where else, at Chess 
Forum, an all-things-chess shop in 
Manhattan.

Born in Jamaica, Ashley came to the 
tough Brownsville section of Brooklyn 
with two siblings when he was 12, reu-
niting with the mother who had left her 
children a decade earlier to carve out a 
better life, working as a nanny and later 

in a string of office clerk jobs.
Ashley got serious about chess dur-

ing his high school years and continued 
at New York’s City College. From the 
start, he had one goal.

“I was transported to this world and 
I wanted to be one of the grandmasters 
and that’s all I knew,” he said.

The process of becoming a grand-

master is done under the auspices of 
the World Chess Federation, known by 
its French acronym FIDE, and involves 
earning overall points and performing 
particularly well in chess tournaments.

At the time Ashley became a grand-
master, in 1999, he said there were 
about 500 or so players with the title. 
Currently, there are just over 1,500 
grandmasters. They come from all over 
the world, but Ashley is still the only 
black American to reach that status.

Ashley, who makes a living from the 
game as a player, coach and author, says 
he wants to see more African-American 
players reach the highest levels. “It 
takes a lot of ground seeding to get play-
ers on that path,” he said.

Some of that seeding involves the 
work Ashley does with school children, 
including at an after-school program in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

“Ashley is a great inspiration to 
younger black players, and to younger 
players of any race, that they could be a 
grandmaster too someday,” said Frank 
Brady, past president of the Marshall 
Chess Club in New York, one of the old-
est clubs in the country.

Overall, Ashley said his experiences 
in the chess world have been good, with 
only a few moments in which his race 
became an issue.

He recalled one incident when he was 
playing at a club and an older player 
came by and asked his opponent why 
he was letting Ashley beat him, using a 
slur to describe him.

“It hurt. I was angry,” Ashley recalled. 
“Then he and I played eventually, two 
tournament games, and I beat him both 
times.”

That’s what makes chess great, he 
said.

“Your moves do the talking.”

The right-arm seamer finished 
with his best ever IPL figures of 4 for 
22 runs from his four overs to restrict 
King XI to 161 for 6 off their 20 overs. 
King XI then cruised to their target 
with 14 balls remaining.

Bravo’s feat follows other land-
marks by other West Indians such as 
Anisa Mohammed (first 100 Twenty20 
International wickets), Chris Gayle 
(first to hit 300 sixes in Twenty20s) 
and Kieron Pollard (first to play 300 
Twenty20 matches).

awarded MVP of the tournament,” said 
senior Neptune, who along with his 
Trinidadian-born wife Brenda, saw the 
spellbinding finish on the Houston bas-
ketball court. 

Alex Neptune, a former sportsman in 
Guyana who played basketball, volley-
ball and table tennis, said Kyle went on 
to Lehigh University where, in his first 
year, his team won in their division and 
appeared in the NCAA tournament.

A graduate of Lehigh University with 
a major in journalism, Kyle briefly 
played professional ball in Europe and 
Puerto Rico, said Neptune, who hailed 
his son as being passionate about his 
job as a coach, and mentor.

With passion and drive for the game, 
and to coach, Kyle became the assistant 
coach at Niagara University and Hofstra 
University before joining the coaching 
staff at Villanova as the assistant bas-
ketball coach in 2012.

“We have dedicated our lives to mak-
ing sure that we provided the best oppor-
tunities for both Kyle and our daughter 

Alisha, and we are proud of both of their 
accomplishments to date. Alisha is in a 
leadership position at a New Your City 
Charter school,” he noted.

Alex Neptune, who said both him and 
his wife are now retired from corporate 
America, adding that when their son’s 
team won the championship he was 
very happy. They hugged each other 
and told Kyle ‘great job.’

“Kyle will continue to coach at Vil-
lanova. Most assistant coaches in col-
lege are in their late 30’s and 40’s,” said 
Alex Neptune, adding, “Kyle is already 
busy on the road, recruiting players for 
next year, and future years. Coaching is 
a 24 / 7 365-day job.” 

“Many coaches, and assistant coach-
es go through their entire career never 
getting to the Final Four, much less 
winning it all, so this accomplishment 
by them is very big.”

Alex mused that he asked Kyle if he 
could sneak him in to the White House 
when they go to meet President Obama 
later this year.”

Villanova Wildcats Men’s Basketball 
Team, which celebrated the outstand-

ing win of the second National Cham-
pionship with a 77-74 over the North 
Carolina Tar Heels, under the Ameri-
can-born coach of Caribbean roots, no 
doubt benefited from the skill set the 
former basketball player brought to 
every champion, since 2013.

Head Coach Jay Wright said, “Kyle is 
a great addition to this staff. During his 
time at Villanova, Kyle demonstrated all 
the qualities you want to see in a young 
coach — commitment, passion, and 
the ability to communicate with young 
people.”

Continued from page 41 

Continued from page 41 
Continued from page 41 

Brenda Neptune and Alex Neptune 
with son, Kyle Neptune, Villanova 
assistant coach with trophy after the 
thrilling win in Houston.  Kyle Neptune

In this April 12, 2016 photo, chess grandmaster Maurice Ashley has his hand on a castle during an interview at 
Chess Forum in New York. The Brooklyn resident has been inducted to the World Chess Hall of Fame in St. Louis.
 Associated Press / Mark Lennihan

AFRICAN-AMERICAN GRANDMASTER

Kyle continues work at Vilanova Twenty20 
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Prices include all costs to a consumer except tax, tags and DMV fees. All subject to primary lender approval. *Must meet lender requirements to qualify. †Avail up to 60 mos on select 
models for qualifi ed buyers. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Not resp for typos and vehicles sold prior to pub date. Cannot combine offers. Offers expire 3 days after pub date.

4070 Boston Road, Bronx, NY 10475 (Just off I-95, Exit 13)

VictoryAutoGroup.com NYC DCA Lic# 1187918

Our Entire Inventory is online at VictoryAutoGroup.com

“Everyone needs a                    in Life”

PRE-OWNED
SUPER CENTER

Sales Hours:
M-Th 9am-8pm
F-Sat 9am-7pm
Sun 11am-5pm

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

100% 
Credit
Approval*

is our goal!

We Buy 
Cars for 
Cash

Interest 
Rates
as low as 0.9%    APR †

DMV# 7099068

2007 TOYOTA
Camry

Stk#8490, 
auto, 4 cyl, a/c, p/w/l/s/b, AM/FM CD, 

70,405 miles.

 BUY 
$6,997

2012 FORD
Focus
Stk#L1610T, 

auto, 4 cyl, a/c, p/w/l/s/b, AM/FM CD, 
69,000 miles.

 BUY 
$7,997

2014 NISSAN
Versa 1.6 SV

Stk#7984, auto, 4 cyl,
p/w/l/s/b, AM/FM CD,

56,000 miles

BUY 
$8,997

2008 DODGE GRAND 
Caravan SXT

Stk#7884T, auto, 6 cyl, p/w/l/s/b,
AM/FM CD,

149,000 miles

 BUY 
$5,997

2015 Mitsubishi 
Mirage  ES  BUY 

$9,997
Stk#L846T, auto, 4 cyl,
p/w/l/s/b, AM/FM CD, 
2708 miles

2012 Ford 
Escape XLT AWD BUY 

$12,997
Stk#7674, 
auto, 4 cyl, p/w/l/s/b, AM/FM CD, 
64,938 miles

2011 Toyota 
Venza AWD BUY 

$17,997
Stk#7263, 
lthr, auto, 6 cyl, p/w/l/s/b, alloy whls, 
40,190 miles

2013 Toyota 
RAV4 LE AWD BUY 

$17,997
Stk#7705, 
auto, 4 cyl, p/w/l/s/b, AM/FM CD, 
58,293 miles

2012 Acura 
3.5TL BUY 

$18,997
Stk#7658, 
lthr, sunrf, back up camera, auto, 6 cyl, p/w/l/s/b, 
36,089 miles

2013 Ford 
Edge Limited AWD BUY 

$20,997
Stk#7605, 
lthr, auto, 6 cyl, p/w/l/s/b, AM/FM CD, 
59,901 miles
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By Nelson A. King
James Cordice, the archi-

tect behind St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines’ participation 
in the illustrious Penn Relays 
in Philadelphia, Pa says prep-
arations are well underway 
for hosting athletes from the 
Thomas Saunders Secondary 
School (TSSS) in next week’s 
relays carnival. 

“Preparations are on track,” 
Cordice told Caribbean Life 
Monday night. “I’m very excit-
ed. This is the sixth year [host-
ing TSSS athletes] — sixth 
time around.”

Cordice said the 18-member 
contingent — which  compris-
es a manager, chaperone and 
coaches — flies into New York’s 
John F. Kennedy International 
Airport early Sunday morning, 
and will then take a two-hour 
van ride to Philadelphia. 

In previous years, the con-
tingent flew directly to Phila-
delphia. But Cordice said the 
new route is more financially 
feasible. 

As in prior years, the male 

and female track stars will 
compete in 4x100 and 4x400m 
events during the three-
day carnival, which starts on 
Thursday, April 29. 

This year’s male athletes are: 
Mickail Legair, Derold Samuel, 
Azare Samuel, Nigel Thomas, 
Neilo Thomas, Edwin Weston 
and Zenron Chance.

The female athletes are: 
Mickaila Slater, Cheslyn Sim-
per, Oleisha Ryan, Zamesha 
Myle, Ariel Jackson, Kavesia 
George and Shanise John.

Godfrey “Fuzzy” Harry is 
the head coach; Chantel Legair, 
female coach; Larissa John, 
manager; and Farrah Bailey, 
chaperone.

Cordice said Vincentian 
national track star Brandon 
Valentine-Parris, who contin-
ues his winning ways in track 
meets in the United States, is 
expected to grace the tracks 
during the Penn Relays, at 
Franklin Field Stadium, at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Valentine-Parris, who rep-
resented TSSS on two prior 

Penn Relays, is expected to 
compete for Claflin University 
in Orangeburg, S.C., where he’s 
currently on an athletic schol-
arship.

Bus and car loads of nation-
als from New York are also 
expected to trek to Philadelphia 
to render support to the Vin-
centian athletes.

Laverne McDowald-Thomp-
son, president of the Brooklyn-
based Council of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines’ Organiza-
tions, U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO), the 
umbrella Vincentian group in 
the U.S., said COSAGO is organ-
izing a bus-load of nationals to 
support the athletes on the final 
day of the meet, Sat., April 30.

McDowald-Thompson also 
told Caribbean Life that COS-
AGO has collaborated with the 
Philadelphia-based St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Organiza-
tion of Pennsylvania (SVGOP) 
in sponsoring the SVG Penn 
Relay Team for the fifth year.  

“I am certain that our spon-
sorship aids tremendously since 
it helps to defray the cost of uni-

form (running suits), accom-
modation, transportation and 
food for the week the athletes 
spend in U.S.,” she said. 

“It is very important to the 
organizations that they [ath-
letes] are well cared for when 
they come to represent us 
here in the United States,” 
she added. “In addition to our 
sponsorship, we rally support 
for the athletes to witness their 
participations in the games.”

On track days, the athletes 

will be fed through the efforts 
of Team Jamaica Bickle, an 
organization that provides 
meals to Jamaican and Carib-
bean athletes at the games, of 
which Cordice is an executive 
member. 

Cordice said the TSSS ath-
letes will be feted at a reception, 
on the night of the final day, 
at the Vincentian-owned Cala-
bash Restaurant and Catering 
House on Lancaster Avenue in 
Philadelphia.

James Cordice. Photo by Nelson A. King

Vincentian athletic teams 
prepare for Penn Relays

let’s make new & used 
car buying great again!

GREAT
REPUTATION

GREAT
PRICING

GREAT
CARS

CERTIFIEDCERTIFIEDCERTIFIED

‘15 Nissan Sentra
Model#12015, Stk#801969, 4cyl, 

auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 9788 mi

Buy For  

$11,499

‘15 Nissan Altima
Model#13015, Stk#801961, 4cyl, 

auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 9965 mi

Buy For  

$12,995

‘15 Nissan Rogue
Model#22815, Stk#900229, 4cyl, 

auto, a/c, p/s/b/l, 9231 mi

Buy For  

$17,888

CERTIFED
Pre-Owned0%APR(1)

AVAILABLE
CARS & TRUCKS 

STARTING
             AT   

$6995

WE SELL & SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS
RETURN ANY LEASE HERE WITH YOUR PURCHASE ANY MAKE - ANY BRAND 

NEW
2016 Nissan Altima
MSRP: $24,670. Model# 13016, 
STK#383614. Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l.

NEW
2016 Nissan Rogue
MSRP: $25,415. Model# 22116, 
STK#900284. Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b/w/l.

$129(1) $159

ONLY
$595

DOWN 
PAYMENT (1)

ONLY
$595

DOWN 
PAYMENT (1)

36K MILES INCLUDED

Per Mo. / 36 | 39 | 42
Mo. Leases available
2 OR MORE AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE

Per Mo. / 36 | 39 | 42
Mo. Leases available
2 OR MORE AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE

THINK THIS IS CHEAP?
Check out our 

Murano, Pathfi nder 
& Sentra!

BAY RIDGE NISSAN
We Buy ANY Car.

ANY MAKE, ANY MODEL.
No Purchase Necessary

5THAve and 65TH St, Brooklyn, NY | 1-855-879-6477 | BayRidgeNissan.com
SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: 
Mon to Thurs: 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9am - 6pm  |   Sat: 9am - 6pm  |  Sun: 12pm - 5pm

Price incl all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. Lessee resp. for excess wear + tear/maintenance. Due at sign = Down pymt + 1st mo pymt +bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Ttl Pymts/Resid: ‘16 
Altima: $4644 /$14,235 (36 mo) /$5031/$10,279 (39 mo) /$5418/$11,258 (42mo); ‘16 Rogue: $5724/$16,626(36 mo)/$6201/$13,123(39 mo)/$6678/$12,875(42 mo). (1) $500 Nissan Bonus Cash incl. Subject to primary 
lender approval. (2) Low APR up to 72 mos for qual buyer on Tier 1 (600+) credit approval. Photos for illus purposes only. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. Lease based on 36k mi @15¢/mi thereafter. Any change in terms will 
be an add’l charge. Offers may not be combined. Used cars sold cosmetically as is. Transportation fee may apply. Special offers may not be combined with any other offers. (1) For qualified buyers only, financing is 
subject to NMAC Tier 1 thru Tier 3 credit approval. (2) On select certified and pre-owned vehicles. See dealer for complete details. Exp 3 days after pub. DMV#7076824, NYC DCA Lic. #698282

   No matter where you shop...
Before you make your decision, 
make us your last phone call.

1-855-TRY-NISSAN

STEVE ANDREI DWAYNE Call 1-888-763-6878 LOWER YOUR RATE
LOWER YOUR PAYMENT
ON ANY EXISTING LOAN!

Certifi ed Extended
Warranties up to

8yr/120k(4)

That’s
   not a
      lie.

0% APR
available on new & used (2)

plus more brands

and one of our sales associates 
will answer your questions.























Caribbean Life, April 22-28, 2016 55  Q

Westbury Toyota

Price includes all costs to consumer except, down pymt, tags, tax, title, dmv fees & $75 doc fee, bank fee + 1st mo pymt. (1) Lease based on 12k mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi, Lessee resp for 
excess wear/tear/maint for qualifi ed buyers. Due at signing: Down pymt + $0 sec dep (waived by TFS) + 1st mo. pymt. Ttl pymts/Resid: ‘16 Corolla: ($2195 down) $4284/$12,230; ‘16 
Camry: ($2049 down) $5724/$14,972; ‘16 RAV4: ($2900 down) $6084/$12,239; ‘16 Sienna: ($2700 down) $9360/$19,102. College grad/military rebates not incl. (2) Price incl: 
$1000(Corolla); $750(Camry). Lease Bonus cash through Toyota Financial Services. (4) Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months = $17.92 Monthly payment for every 
$1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 months = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 months = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 months = $17.48 for well qualifi ed buyers. Not resp for typo errors. Photos for illus purp only. Must 
take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

WestburyToyota.comSales:
Service:

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty
 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty
 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR
for 60 Months on Select

Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

(4)

Stk#N61125, Mod#1852, 4cyl, auto, Bluetooth, 
a/c, AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks. 
MSRP $19,725. $2314 Due At Signing

$119 (1) 
(2)

per mo
36 mos lease

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
COROLLA 

LE

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
Camry SE

$159
Stk#N61636, Mod#2546, 4cyl, auto, Bluetooth, a/c, 

AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $25,377. 
$2208 Due At Signing

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
Sienna LE FWD 8 Pass.

$260
Stk#N61285, Mod#5338, 6cyl, auto, alloys, Bluetooth, a/c, 

AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $32,935. 
$2960 Due At Signing

NEW 2016 TOYOTA
RAV4 LE AWD

$169
Stk#N60985, Mod#4432, 4cyl, auto, a/c, 

AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks, MSRP $26,965. 
$3069 Due At Signing

(1) 
(2)

per mo
36 mos
lease

(1) 
(2)

per mo
36 mos
lease

(1) 
(2)

per mo
36 mos
lease
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