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Senate moves to curb corruption
By Bert Wilkinson

Oil and gas-rich Trinidad this 
week moved to curb decades 
of runaway corruption in the 
country even though critics say 
too late is the cry.

The Senate voted to approve 
the Public Procurement and 
Disposal of Property Bill 2014 
with 24 government and inde-
pendent members voting for the 
bill. The six opposition repre-
sentatives abstained, upset that 
it was not more wide ranging to 
curb excesses by authorities.

Its passage comes less than a 
year before general elections are 
scheduled to be held.

One of the main complaints 
from reasonable thinking people 
on the island, civil society groups 
such as Transparency Interna-
tional and the main opposition 
People’s National Movement 
(PNM) is that the administration 
of Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar has allowed corrup-
tion to take over the country 
and even stifle development as 

Continued on Page 6

Blossom Book Club member Aedayo Perkovich, 10, with mom and writer Olug-
bemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, before panel of four authors  for young adults be-
gan. See story on page 22. Photo by Tequila Minsky
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By Nelson A. King
An almost virtual Who’s Who in 

New York City politics on Dec. 7 feted 
ex-Councilwoman Dr. Una S.T. Clarke 
and her daughter, Congresswoman 
Yvette D. Clarke, on their gala birth-
day bash at Dumbo Loft on Water 
Street, downtown Brooklyn.  

The elder Clarke, 80, and the con-
gresswoman, 50, were the “Toasts of 
the Town” at the grand celebration, 
dubbed “The Legacy and the Prom-
ise.”

Among the long list of politicians 
and elected officials at the event were: 
New York City Mayor Bill DeBla-
sio; First Lady Chirlane McCray; Sen. 
Charles “Chuck” Schumer (D-NY); 
Congressman Hakeem Jeffries; Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James; City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer; State 
Assemblymen Nick Perry and Walter 
Moseley; Assemblywomen-Elect Rod-
neye Bichotte and Latrice Walker; 
Councilmembers Robert Corney and 
Laurie Cumbo; and Brooklyn District 
Attorney Kenneth Thompson.

“Dr. Clarke and Yvette represent 
the best of the city,” Stringer said. 
“There’s no way I’ll be comptroller if 
they were not with me.

“I said I have to pay tribute, because 
(the Clarkes) represent the aspirations 
of the City of New York,” Stringer said 
he told his three-year-old son, who 
had inquired where he was going as 
he left home for the event.

After noting that the city and the 
nation are undergoing “some real 
troubling times,” James said it was 
“Una Clarke who opened up the 
(glass) ceiling for our nation and this 
city.”

She described the elder Clarke as 
“the County Leader of Brooklyn,” 
adding: “If you want to pick a winner, 
go for Una Clarke.

By Nelson A. King 
For almost two decades, Rudolph 

“Rudy” Boucher was renowned as an 
attacking and stout midfielder on the 
football (soccer) field and an obdu-
rate St. Vincent and the Grenadines’ 
national coach. 

But, on Saturday night, he was high-
ly emotional, breaking down in tears 
on receiving the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the ever-rising, Internet-
based group, VincyCares.   

“I must say thanks to VincyCares for 
this award,” said Boucher in his brief 
acceptance speech, at the group’s 5th 
Annual Gala Dinner and Awards Cere-
mony, at the Friends of Crown Heights 
Educational Center in Brooklyn. 

“It’s something I’ll always cherish,” 
added the Hospital Road, Kingstown 
(the capital) native, pausing immedi-
ately as tears flowed down his cheeks.

“When I saw all my friends here, 
it makes me feel great,” continued 
Boucher in a slightly hoarse voice, with 
his daughter, Tamarisk, emerging from 
the family table, at the front of the ban-
quet hall, to console him. 

“I have my kids here – from Miami, 
Austin (Texas), Buffalo (upstate New 
York)”, he said. “It’s really humbling.” 

Boucher’s wife, Jacqueline, née 
James, was also among other family 
members, including children, on hand 
in offering support.

VincyCares also honored Dr. Garrey 
Michael “Grubby” Dennie, a a Profes-
sor of History at St. Mary’s College, 
MD; and Brooklyn community advo-
cate Garnes Byron. 

In addition, the group presented 
Vision Awards to entrepreneurs Alicia 
Dewar, owner of the Brooklyn-based 
Alicia Dewar Designs, a jewelry and 
accessories concern; and Malcolm X 
“Garjo” Joyette, proprietor of Garjo’s 
Autobody and Garjo’s Car Wash and 
Detailing in New York.

In his acceptance remarks, Dennie 
said Boucher and former national net-
ball star and captain, Stella Boyea-Ashy, 
who was among patrons, exemplified “a 
great Vincentian.”

Byron said, as much as he appreci-
ated the award, his “greatest ambition 
is simply to be given the opportunity to 
help in the development of our coun-
try.”

Dewar described the award as “a 
huge honor”, adding that she was 
“overwhelmed” by community support 
on the social media.

Joyette was also high in praise for 
VincyCares and “all my customers,” 
disclosing that he has “a new business 
coming – the printing business.”

The son of the late Beryl Boucher, 
Rudolph Boucher was a member of the 
iconic Notre Dame Football Club in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines that was 

founded in 1959 by Sam DeBique and 
“a group of young sporting enthusi-
asts.”

Boucher said the club “matured into 
one of the finest club teams ever to grace 
the playing fields in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.”

He said he joined Notre Dame in 1963 
as a “precocious teenager” and “literally 
grew up on the grounds of Victoria Park 
in Kingstown,” where his uncle, Paul 
Boucher, was the head groundsman.

Boucher played soccer continuously 
from 1963-77, captained the national 
team from 1972-76 and then coached it 
from 1977-80, when he migrated to New 
York.

During his playing stint, Boucher said 
the national soccer team won the Wind-
ward Islands championship on numer-
ous occasions, including consecutively in 
1965 and 1966.

In its souvenir journal, VincyCares 

said Boucher is “noted as one of the liv-
ing legends of Vincentian football.

“He was simply the finest attacking 
midfield player ever produced in his 
native St. Vincent and the Grenadines,” 
it said.

In its five-year existence, VincyCares 
said it has continually raised funds to fur-
nish school supplies to the “children of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.”

President Franklyn “Supadex” Rich-
ards told the sell-out ceremony that, with 
the help of Vince Mathews, Anita Botti, 
Sara Toyloy, Vanessa and Preston John-
son, and Christlyn Matthews, the group 
has “successfully handed over seven full-
time scholarships to deserving students 
of our beloved country.

“Initially formed to provide school sup-
plies to students in need, we’re constantly 
fulfilling that and pursuing others – all 
with your help and contributions,” he 
said. 

First Lady Chirlane McCray ad-
dresses gala as Dr. Una S.T. Clarke, 
her daughter, Congresswoman 
Yvette D. Clarke and Mayor deBla-
sio look on. 
 Photo courtesy of Dr. Una Clarke

VincyCares President Franklyn & Supadex Richards (left) presents Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Rudolph & Rudy Boucher. Photo by Nelson A. King

Former Vincy coach receives 
Lifetime Achievement Award

Pols fete 
Clarkes on 
80/50 gala 

birthday bash 
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Caribbean
The Fourth Meeting of National 

Authorities of the Americas on Traf-
ficking in Persons has called on the 
Caribbean and all member-countries 
of the Organization of American States 
(OAS) to redouble efforts to combat the 
scourge.

The OAS, which convened the work-
shop, said 1.8 million people in the 
hemisphere are affected by trafficking 
in persons.

The Inter-American Declaration to 
Address Trafficking in Persons or Dec-
laration Brasilia, released at the end 
of the meeting recently, highlights the 
need to “prevent trafficking in persons 
by designing, improving and imple-
menting public policies that address 
social, economic, cul-
tural, security and 
migration-related var-
iables that adversely 
affect women, minors, 
and indeed, all vulner-
able sectors of society.”

The approved document establishes 
that “the extent to which member states 
implement part or all this work plan is 
at the discretion of each member state, 
in accordance with its legal system.”

Head of the Secretariat for Multidi-
mensional Security of the OAS Adam 
Blackwell noted that trafficking does 
not only consist of sexual exploitation, 
but many items of legislation “contem-
plate other manifestations of traffick-
ing,” such as labor exploitation, organ 
extraction, domestic servitude, forced 
marriages and illegal adoption of chil-
dren for exploitation. 

Barbados
Barbados’ continued heavy depend-

ence on imported items — especially 
petroleum products — has sustained 
its $2 billion trade deficit with the rest 
of the world in the first nine months of 
this year.

New information released by the Bar-
bados Statistical Service (BSS) showed 
that between January and September, 
Barbados spent $2.5 billion on imports, 
while exporting $676.6 
million of its own 
goods.

An analysis pre-
pared by BSS statisti-
cian Asokore Beckles said this meant 
there was a $1.91 billion “accumulated 
visible trade deficit” compared with 
$1.88 billion between January and Sep-
tember last year.

Trade exports showed a decrease of 
some $12.6 million less than imports 
for the same period in 2013, a decrease 
of 0.7 percent. 

“The value of re-exports decrease by 
$12.7 million or 4.4 percent over the 
corresponding period in 2013,” Beckles 
said. Barbados also has a significant 

trade imbalance with CARICOM.
Total exports to CARICOM for Janu-

ary to September were $17.4 million less 
than total exports for the correspond-
ing period in 2013, a decrease of 6.8 
percent. Domestic exports decreased by 
approximately $12 million or 5.6 per-
cent over the same period in 2013.

As for the countries from which Bar-
bados bought the most of its goods, 
these were led by CARICOM ($811.8 
million) and the United States ($801.7 
million). 

Dominica
 Officials on the Nature Isle, Domi-

nica, have said they are not at all threat-
ened by the competition which now 
exists on the market for bananas.

Head of the Plant Protection and 
Quarantine Unit Ryan Anselm said 
Dominica has the preferred fruit which 
is of a higher quality when compared to 
others.

Antigua & Barbuda 
and many other islands 
in the Caribbean have 
been importing the 
fruit from alternative sources, as Domi-
nica experienced a 50 to 60 percent 
drop in banana production, due to the 
Black Sigatoka disease.

Chiquita bananas and bananas from 
other Caribbean islands can be found 
on the shelves of many supermarkets 
on the island.

But despite this, Anselm said he is 

confident that with the trade agree-
ment which exists between Dominica 
and other countries within the Carib-
bean, the island will regain its fair share 
of the market.

The head of the plant protection and 
quarantine unit also indicated that the 
country is in the process of implement-
ing a five-year strategic plan, which will 
assist them in marketing the produce 
as well as managing the disease.

“Our target is to rehabilitate about 
500 acres of banana and approximately 
300 acres of plantain in the first year, 
and as we speak, the National Fair 
Trade organization has rehabilitated 
approximately 250 acres of bananas,” 
Anselm said.

He said the first and second quarter 
of 2015, production will increase.

Guyana
A 47-year-old Guyanese pilot and 

CEO of Exec Jet Club LLC, a company 
based in Florida, USA  was granted 
US$100,000 bail when he appeared in 
a court in Puerto Rico 
charged with money 
laundering.

Khamraj Lall was 
arrested and charged 
after authorities in Puerto Rico found 
more than US$600,000 in undeclared 
cash inside his plane.

A federal court judge granted Lall 
bail while a grand jury decides whether 
to indict him.

Lall’s company has flown Guyana 
President Donald Ramotar of his native 
Guyana on official trips.

Lall was the co-pilot on a flight 
to Guyana when U.S. federal agents 
searched the aircraft during a refueling 
stop in Puerto Rico.

He and two others on board reported 
carrying about US$12,000, but agents 
found US$620,588 in plastic bags inside 
the plane, according to court docu-
ments.

U.S. law requires amounts over 
$10,000 to be declared. Lall was held on 
suspicion of intent to evade currency 
reporting.

Haiti
Haiti’s President Michel Martelly has 

announced the establishment of a com-
mission to help deal with the country’s 
worsening political crisis as opposi-
tion demonstrators planned to continue 
their street protests to force him out of 
office.

In a brief nation-
wide address, Martelly, 
who has been hold-
ing talks with various 
stakeholders to deal 
with the crisis, acknowledged that the 
French-speaking CARICOM country is 
facing many challenges.

“The country is divided. The prob-
lems are many. The problems are com-
plicated,” he said.

Continued on Page 14

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

Anti-government protesters carry the body of a demonstrator who was shot to death during clashes with the 
National Police in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014. Haiti’s capital has endured a growing number 
of violent demonstrations in which protesters are demanding long-delayed elections and the resignations of 
Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe as well as President Michel Martelly. The protests also spread to other towns, 
including Gonaives and Cap-Haitien.See story on page 16. Associated Press /Dieu Nalio Chery

Haiti protest spreads
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DAY SALE
ONE

EXTRA SHOPPING HOURS! 
SHOP SATURDAY, DEC. 2O FROM 7AM-MIDNIGHT! (IT’S A SALE TOO BIG TO FIT IN A DAY!) 

ALSO SHOP TODAY, DEC. 19 FROM 7AM-MIDNIGHT!
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. VISIT MACYS.COM & CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION. 

ONE DAY SALE 

DEALS OF THE DAY
SPECIALLY SELECTED ITEMS PRICED SO LOW YOU DON’T NEED A SAVINGS PASS! AVAILABLE ALL DAY, BOTH DAYS!

7 HOURS ONLY! 7AM-2PM, FRI & SAT  

DOORBUSTERS
GET HERE EARLY, WHILE THEY LAST

FREE SHIPPING & FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM! FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE. 
U.S. ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS 

GET IT BY CHRISTMAS WHEN YOU ORDER ON MACYS.COM BY 5PM EST ON 12/22 AND CHOOSE STANDARD/PREMIUM SHIPPING. 

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 12/19 & 12/20/2014. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/3/15, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

OR, EXTRA SAVINGS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY UNTIL 2PM 
SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY TO DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY

CANNOT BE USED ON  
DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY

YOUR PURCHASE  
OF $25 OR MORE. 
VALID 12/19 ’TIL 2PM OR 12/20/14 ’TIL 2PM.  
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL  
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS

$1O OFF

CANNOT BE USED ON  
DOORBUSTERS OR DEALS OF THE DAY

YOUR PURCHASE  
OF $50 OR MORE. 
VALID 12/19 ’TIL 2PM OR 12/20/14 ’TIL 2PM.  
LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL  
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS

$2O OFF

ALSO EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, 
super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, 
rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, 
athletic shoes for him, her & kids, Dallas Cowboys 
merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, New 
Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, 
selected licensed depts., special purchases, services, 
macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except 
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings 
are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, 
as shown on receipt. When you return an item, 
you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This 
coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed 
for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as 
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must 
be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.

ALSO EXCLUDES: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, 
super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, 
rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, 
athletic shoes for him, her & kids, Dallas Cowboys 
merchandise, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, New 
Era, Nike on Field, previous purchases, special orders, 
selected licensed depts., special purchases, services, 
macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings 
pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer, except 
opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings 
are allocated as discounts off each eligible item, 
as shown on receipt. When you return an item, 
you forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This 
coupon has no cash value and may not be redeemed 
for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as 
payment or credit to your account. Purchase must 
be $50 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees.

$2O OFF$1O OFF
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respected columnist Tony Fraser wrote 
this week.

To the administration’s credit, how-
ever, it can claim kudos for passing 
the bill even though like neighboring 
Guyana, every single infrastructural 
project the government is involved in 
or supervising has been riddled with 
societal complaints about theft, graft 
and malfeasance involving high offi-
cials, most of them either close associ-
ates or friends and family of those in 
government.

Planning Minister Dr. Bho en dradatt 
Tewarie said after the vote that he is sat-
isfied with the piece of legislation that 
could result in fines of a minimum of 
$160,000 to $1.5M and at the discretion 
of the judge, jail time as well.

It caters for the rigging of bids, col-
lusion of contractors and tender board 
and other officials and bribery to obtain 
contracts, be they from the public or 
private sectors.

“The next step would be to prepare 
the groundwork that would be done by 
the Ministry of Finance, and they have 
already engaged the United Nations 
Development Program to help them 

with a number of things,” the minister 
told reporters.

He said the law also focused on issues 
of transparency, accounta bi lity, value 
for money and local industry develop-
ment among other issues.

The PNM, which could likely win 
general elections in 2015 based on the 
most recent polling and a number of 
missteps by government, had pointedly 
accused authorities of delaying the bill 
until now so as to give them free reign 
to operate without one. Now that elec-
tions are at its doorstep, officials rushed 
to have it approved by parliament the 
PNM charged.

The issue usually dominated radio 
and television call in programs, news-
paper letters and the contribution of 
contributors. 

Taking a 
bite out of 
corruption

Continued from cover

By Nelson A. King 
Amid concern over the Bahamas’ 

new immigration policy, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Frederick Mitchell on 
Tuesday sought to explain his coun-
try’s position before the Permanent 
Council of the Organization of Ameri-
can States (OAS). 

According to the OAS, Mitchell 
highlighted first the recognition and 
reputation of his country as a destina-
tion for investors and tourists. 

“Thousands of business people and 
non-Bahamian residents live in our 
country because it has a stellar repu-
tation as a safe place for investment 
and wealth management: a well regu-
lated, transparent jurisdiction, what 
we know, however, is that we must 
be eternally vigilant in protecting our 
reputation: correcting untruths and 
misperceptions,” he said. 

In this regard, Mitchell said that his 
presence at the OAS “seeks to reaffirm 
our commitment to the principles of 
the rule of law, due process, the inter-
national treaties on migration and all 
the instruments to which we adhere in 
the inter-American system.” 

In this context, Minister Mitchell 
explained the details of the publication 
of two administrative measures that 
went into effect on November 1 in his 
country, concerning work permits for 
non-citizens of the Bahamas. 

“Work permit applications would 

not be accepted for those people who 
did not have legal status in The Baha-
mas without them first being certified 
as being seen by one of our consular 
officers in their home country or in 
the nearest office to their home coun-
try,” he said. 

The legislation also requires that 
non-nationals have a passport of their 
nationality to obtain a residence per-
mit.

The OAS said presentation included 
the details of the debates prior to the 
adoption of changes in immigration 
policy, including the internal discus-
sions and consultations with interna-
tional organizations and the Haitian 
government to ensure that nationals of 
that country could meet the demands 
stipulated under the new policy. 

Mitchell emphasized “the trans-
parency of measures and actions of 
government agencies responsible for 
monitoring and enforcing immigra-
tion laws,” according to the OAS. 

“The Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights is invited, along 
with the Organization of American 
States to come at any time and inspect 
our procedures and facilities and see 
whether what we are saying is cor-
rect,” he said.

In explaining the reasons that led 
to the adoption of immigration meas-
ures, the foreign affairs minister said 

Bahamas new policy

S M E L L  G A S .  A C T  F A S T .
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

  S IGNS  OF  A  GAS  LEAK
• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.
• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 

blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

  WHAT TO DO IF  YOU DETECT A  GAS LEAK
• Leave immediately and take others with you.
���������������
�������������������������
• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition.
• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.
• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.
• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   BEFORE YOU DIG,  CALL 811
There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
�'�������������������������������������������
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charge to you.

  L E A R N  M O R E
For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Biss-
essar. Associated Press / Ariana Cubillos

Continued on Page 26
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By Tangerine Clarke
Guyana’s Health and Edu-

cation Relief Organization 
(HERO) brought holiday cheer 
to St. Stephens Church hall in 
Brooklyn on Dec. 11, to share 
and celebrate the group’s medi-
cal missions to Guyana during 
the last 14 years.

The humanitarians enjoyed 
the festivities during an evening 
of stirring deejay music and fes-
tive Guyanese fare, but what was 
uppermost on their minds, was 
the success of their 2014 mission 
to Georgetown in August, where 
for the first time, the team com-
pleted laparoscopic surgery, on 
four citizens in rural Linden on 
the East Coast of Demerara.  

President of HERO Colle Oud-
kirk, MD, explained that the team 
is choosing laparoscopy as an 
alternative to shorten patients’ 
hospital stay and standard care. 
“Open surgeries will now only 
be performed in critical cases,” 

he said.
The organization that was 

launched in December 2000 
by Dr. Oudkerk and Tallahas-
see, Florida-based Dr. Wayne 
Sampson, conducts twice-year-
ly medical missions to Guyana 
where the Kidcare program has 
improved the lives of hundreds 
of children, many who needed 
surgery of the lower extremities, 
such the repair as clubfeet.  

Dr. Oudkerk who special-
izes in emergency medicine at 
Brookdale University Hospital 
and Medical Center in Brooklyn, 
teams up with Dr. John Mitch-
ell, director, Trauma/Acute Care 
Surgery with Geisinger Commu-
nity Medical Center, in Scranton, 

PA, and Dr. Harrison Mitchell of 
New York’s Columbia Hospital. 

Michelle Wan of Jamaican 
heritage is an emergency room 
physician at Dekalb Medical in 
Lithonia, Gegoria, and also a 
member of HERO board of direc-
tors.

“We have make progress 
with our operation Kidcare, a 
program headed by Chief of 
Orthopedics, Dr. Claude Scott, 
that will expand. Hysterectomy 
will be included in the 2015 
mission,” added the physi-
cian who plans to also take an 
oncologist to Guyana, to attend 
to the large number of women 
who have developed cervical 
cancer.  

Health and Education Relief Organization members (from 
left) Dr. Collie Oudkerk, Lorna Welshman-Neblett, Ken Cort, 
Theresa Nadir, Dr. John Mitchell and Denise Mitchell. Photo by 

Tangerine Clarke

HERO medics 
celebrate 
medical 
missions
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By Bert Wilkinson
GEORGETOWN, Guyana_

Caribbean trade bloc govern-
ments which had as far back 
as 1972 defied the United 
States and had established 
diplomatic relations with 
Cuba Wednesday openly wel-
comed moves by the U.S. to 
improve relations with the 
communist-ruled island say-
ing such is long overdue.

“Today’s announcement 
signals the beginning of a 
new era in our hemisphere 
and demonstrates the value 
of dialogue as a means of set-
tling differences. The com-
munity commends Presidents 
Obama and Castro for their 
bold initiative,” the bloc said 
in a statement issued by its 
Guyana-based headquarters.

CARICOM’s reaction came 
exactly nine days after region-
al leaders had flown to Cuba 
to participate in the trien-
nial summit between the two 
sides in Havana where they 
had again called on the U.S. 
to normalize relations and 
lift the decades-old economic 

embargo.
“Both Cuba and the United 

States have played major roles 
in assisting the development 
efforts of our member states 
and we look forward to work-
ing together with them as 
they move forward in building 
their relationship.

The bloc said that while 
CARICOM welcomes this posi-
tive development, the com-
munity said it looks forward 
to further steps being taken 
with despatch towards the 
lifting of the economic, trade 
and financial embargo. 

CARICOM welcomes 
Cuba moves

Cuba’s President Raul Cas-
tro. 
 Associated Press / Ramon Espinosa
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By Sheldon Richman
The cops who ganged up 

on Eric Garner, got him into 
a chokehold, and mashed his 
face into the sidewalk didn’t 
intend to kill him. They 
intended only to show him 
who’s boss on the streets of 
Staten Island — and show 
him in a way he would never 
forget. 

As a Facebook friend of 
mine put it, instead they 
showed him in a way he will 
never remember.

This pretty much explains 
the cops’ reckless disregard 
for Garner’s life that day, and 
it is what makes the grand-
jury sham especially appall-
ing.

This was about power. Yes, 
to an extent the fatal con-
frontation was about race — 
although it’s no great feat to 
imagine something similar 
happening to a low-income 
white guy. It was also about 
class. An obviously affluent 
and likely well-connected 
person probably need not fear 
being accosted on the street 
by the police.

Let’s remember what the 
police say Garner was doing: 
selling cigarettes that had 
not been subjected to the 
high taxes imposed in New 
York City and State: $5.95 
in all. (The feds add another 
buck.) Thus, a pack costs at 
least $14. As a result, entre-
preneurial cigarette smug-
gling from low-tax states 
is big business. Whenever 
the tax goes up, so does the 
smuggling. 

In fact, smuggling used to 
be an honorable American 
profession. In colonial times 
and into the early national 
period, the entrepreneurial 
smuggler who served con-
sumers by defying the cus-
toms agents was celebrated. 

It was the government agent 
who risked being tarred and 
feathered, then rode out 
of town on a rail. Had Eric 
Garner been set upon by 
Red Coats on colonial New 
England streets, many peo-
ple might have come to his 
defense. Today the best we 
can hope for is that someone 
will video the confrontation 
with a cell phone. 

The fact is that Eric Gar-
ner was a threat to no one. 
He was just a guy trying to 
make a few bucks by selling 
loose cigarettes — loosies 
— to low-income smokers 
harmed by the state’s and 
city’s tax collectors. 

Well, let’s amend that. 
Garner, like other practition-
ers of his trade, was indeed a 
threat — to the politicians 
who need that revenue to 
play their destructive games 
and to assure they remain in 
power. Come to think of it, in 
the eyes of those politicians, 
threatening the steady flow 
of taxpayer money is about 
as serious a crime as any-
one can commit. Without 
that money they would be 
nothing. 

That’s why New York City 
officials, including Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, one of those 
phony men-of-the-people, 
have ordered the police to 
crack down on sellers of loo-
sies. 

The city’s accomplices 
in this highway robbery of 
smokers are the licensed 
retailers. The police pro-
vide the protection racket 
that shields the retailers’ 
cigarette business from free 
competition. 

To great fanfare de Bla-
sio announced a program 
to prevent a recurrence of 
the confrontation that killed 
Eric Garner. The police will 

get new training, blah, blah, 
blah. 

Sorry, Mr. Mayor, but that 
won’t do it. Some truly radi-
cal things need to be done 
— such as eliminating the 
top-down, militarist model 
of policing, and moving to 
a decentralized system of 
community governance. But 
something significant can be 
done in the meantime: halt 
police confrontations with 
nonviolent persons suspect-
ed of committing victimless 
so-called crimes. These are 
acts that in themselves vio-
late no one’s rights, such as 
selling or possessing drugs 
and guns, taking bets, and 
participating in other pro-
hibited but peaceful, consen-
sual activities. 

This won’t guarantee 
there will be no more Eric 
Garners, because police have 
long harassed, beaten, and 
killed people using low-tech 
weapons and without the 
cover of victimless-crime 
laws. But it would help. If 
fewer people are harassed on 
the street, fewer people will 
become fed up and resist — 
if we must stretch the word 
resist to describe what Eric 
Garner did that fateful day. 

Low-income minority 
neighborhoods experience 
what the rest of us can usu-
ally grasp only abstractly: 
the police force is an occupy-
ing army. Its ostensible pur-
pose is to protect innocent 
life and property, but what 
it does day to day is monitor 
everyone with a suspicion 
that the sovereign’s decrees 
are not being respected. 

This has got to change. 
Sheldon Richman is vice 

president and editor at The 
Future of Freedom Founda-
tion in Fairfax, Va. (www.
fff.org).

By Kevin Bollers
The day after the Millions 

March in New York City, I 
was out having dinner with 
a nice young lady. I was tell-
ing her about the march and 
the protest and the fight for 
social equality and justice for 
the marginalized. I guess the 
way I was speaking was real-
ly passionate (I get like that 
sometimes) because she asked 
me an interesting question. 
She asked, “Why are you like 
this?” At first I didn’t know 
what to make of the question, 
so I asked what she meant. 
She said, “I’m just interested 
in what makes the way you 
are or made you this passion-
ate or militant about this. Did 
something happen to you?” 
I wasn’t really able to give a 
clear answer because to be 
honest, I had never really sat 
down and thoroughly proc-
essed my motives in an in-
depth way. I’ve never been in 
jail. I’ve never even been in 
handcuffs. In all my years, I 
can probably count only two 
times that I’ve actually been 
stopped by the police. So when 
I finally got home I decided to 
really think about my motives 
for why I am the way I am.

I realized that the fact that 
what happened to Brown or 
Garner could happen to me 
was enough to make me the 
way that I am. It’s a fright-
ful thought to know that if I 
leave my home in the morn-
ing and make it back alive in 
the evening, it is only by God’s 
grace. What is even more dis-
turbing is that it’s not so much 
because of the criminals any-
more, but for those who have 
sworn an oath to protect me 
from criminals. The fact that 
I live in a country, where I 

can be discriminated against 
from getting a job, living in 
a particular community, vot-
ing, being able to read or 
shot down by a trigger-happy 
policeman because of some-
thing as simple as pigmenta-
tion! Well, that’s enough to 
make me angry. I am the way 
I am because I protested this 
issue when I was 15 years old. 
Yet, over two decades later, I 
am still protesting this same 
issue at the age of 37. If that’s 
not enough to make someone 
angry, I don’t know what is. 
I am the way I am because 
with every wrongful death of a 
black man at the hands of the 
police, that’s one step closer to 
my doorstep!

At some level, I realized that 
I am the way I am because at 
some level, I am Amadou Dial-
lo, the man who has worked 
tirelessly throughout the years 
to support his family and just 
wanted to go inside his home 
to get some sleep, I am Sean 
Bell, the guy who just went 
out to have a good time with 
some friends and not looking 
for trouble, I am Trayvon Mar-
tin, the kid who used to leave 
his girlfriend’s house late at 
night and walk through dif-
ferent neighborhoods and may 
stop off just to by some Skit-
tles and an Arizona ice tea, I 
am Mike Brown, who didn’t 
always walk on the sidewalk 
and who sometimes could be 
intimidating because of my 
size and appearance, I am Eric 
Garner who sometimes just 
wants you to “please, leave me 
alone” and with each wrongful 
death that goes unpunished, a 
part of me dies as well and my 
spirit still mourns.

My question to those of you 
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Senator John McCain had 
another of those moments last 
week in which one is tempt-
ed to entertain doubts about 
where he’s really coming from 
– whether he’s to be lumped 
in with many of his rabidly 
right GOP mates or should be 
given consideration as one of 
the middle-course and even 
liberal-leaning Republicans of 
yesteryear. The occasion was 
release of the Senate’s report 
on the resort to alleged torture 
methods by intelligence per-
sonnel in the interrogation of 
detainees suspected of terrorist 
activity. Unlike the uproar of 
opposition from the Republi-
can ranks against release of the 
report and their solid defense 
of whatever methods were 
employed by American inter-
rogators, McCain, the onetime 
P.O.W,  parted dramatically 
from his colleagues, taking a 
strong stand that the use of 
what the C.I.A called “enhanced 
interrogation techniques” was 
counter-productive.

McCain has of course shown 
us a whole lot that is the 
antithesis of what it means to 
be of progressive bent. First 
and foremost probably being 

his reflexive reach for a mili-
tary solution to any problem in 
which this country is involved, 
and even when it isn’t. His con-
stant flailing away at Obama 
administration foreign policy 
moves, domestic issues as well, 
and his selection of Sarah Palin 
as running mate when he was 
the GOP nominee in 2008 all 
neatly fit the profile of a red 
state (Arizona) Republican. 
And yet, there’s his name on 
campaign finance reform leg-
islation, hardly a GOP must-do 
item; there he was, while on 
the stump during his presiden-
tial run, correcting a woman 
who was ready to brand Obama 
a Muslim and who knows what 
else; and here he is now, dis-
tancing himself from torture 
methods of which his confeder-
ates think: no harm, no foul.

To no one’s surprise, assum-
ing a place at the front of the line 
in bashing release of the Senate 
report and what it contains is the 
individual who reportedly polls 
as the most despised political fig-
ure in the country. Dick Cheney, 
who is all gung-ho about send-
ing men and women off to war 
but was an ace at himself avoid-
ing any military service obliga-

tion, called the report a “bunch 
of crap.” Vehemently contradict-
ing the view held by McCain and 
others, he is four-square behind 
waterboarding and other hei-
nous tactics utilized in the ques-
tioning of terror suspects.

Given his role as one of the 
prime architects of an Iraq war 
that stands as one of the big-
gest foreign policy faux pas 
ever, consequently kick-start-
ing so much of the terrorism-
driven turmoil that now roils 
the international community, 
it is an effrontery without equal 
that Cheney must possess to be 
offering himself, ad nauseam, 
for media exposure as a world 
affairs authority. Even more 
incongruous that there are 
media folk interested in what 
this twerp is always ready to 
yak about. How could Cheney 
smugly assuring that the U.S. 
military undertaking in Iraq 
would be over “in weeks” not 
give media people pause?

There are others, not neces-
sarily at the level of Cheney’s 
toxic presence, who take issue 
with the notion that, whatever 
the urge to adopt tactics that 
trend toward the barbaric, the 
U.S. must remain steadfast in 
its determination not to com-
promise its moral code on the 
use of torture. Some would 
argue that the sickening hor-
ror that was 9/11 changed the 
rules…at least caused them to 
be temporarily laid aside. And 
one understands why such an 
argument would find resonance 
even among folk committed to 
the moral high ground. Still, 
strict adherence to such mark-
ers of the country’s humanity 
is to be admired. And those, 
like President Obama and 
chair of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee  Dianne Feinstein, 
who say of the use of torture, 
“That’s not who we are,” hardly 
deserve being pilloried as ene-
mies of the state by the likes 
of Cheney, for holding fast to 
those values.   

In truth, the issue here 
shouldn’t be whether or not the 
CIA should have gone the route 
it did with those detainees. 
Details of some of the interro-

gation tactics employed make 
for ugly reading: sleep deprived 
for over a week; confinement 
in a coffin-sized box for days 
on end; being threatened with 
a gun and power drill; an eye so 
badly damaged, necessitating 
surgical removal; etc. But if, in 
a post-9/11 environment, such 
beyond-the-pale measures are 
embraced by some as a justifi-
able harshness, responding in 
kind to vermin types hell-bent 
on untold evil becomes, in the 
judgment of many, a no-brain-
er option. Following release 
of the report, several national 
surveys found a majority of 
Americans endorsing the CIA’s 
going for the jugular by any 
means necessary. It is, again, 
not a difficult sentiment to 
understand.

But what’s with the silli-
ness of officials concerned pre-
tending that the interrogations 
did not involve torture? Once 
details of what went down were 
revealed, the “enhanced inter-
rogation techniques” jargon 
was shown to be nothing but 
a semantics game. It’s duplici-
tous of the Bush-era players 
and their political surrogates 
to insist otherwise.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

A torture debate reduced to semantics
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who have not been in those situations, 
personally, but have seen or even heard 
of them happening, is why aren’t you 
angry? Why aren’t you outraged? Why 
can’t you see that injustice against one 
is injustice against all, including you, 
your children and their children? I 
was with some protesters about a week 
ago and they were marching to Times 
Square. There were many signs with 
different phrases and expressions, but 
there was one that stood out for me. 
There was this young woman hold-
ing up a sign and it read, “I’m Tired, 
Goddamit!” It wasn’t flashy, it wasn’t 
catchy or fancy. It was just real. It 
expressed a real feeling and emotion 
at that moment. And I would dare say 
that it described and summed up the 
feeling of many people, not only in this 
city, but in this country as a whole.

People are tired, Goddamit! They’re 
tired and angry! People are tired and 
angry about the structural violence 
and institutional discrimination that 
continues to imprison our communi-
ties either in a life of poverty and/or 
one behind bars. People are tired and 
angry at the fact that every 28 hours 
a black person in the United States is 
killed by someone employed or pro-

tected by the government of the United 
States. People are tired and angry 
with the inability to access employ-
ment and fair pay which continues to 
marginalize our communities, ready 
people of color for imprisonment, and 
deny them of their right to a life with 
dignity. People are tired and angry at 
paying an arm and a leg for less than 
quality housing that does not protect 
their families and children from harm. 
And finally, people are tired and angry 
at policies that criminalize our young 
people as well as discriminatory disci-
pline practices that bar access to qual-
ity education.

I guess, as I write this and think 
about it all, I realize that’s what it is. 
That’s why I am the way I am. What it 
finally boils down to is that I’m tired 
and I’m angry. I’m tired of the sore 
and swollen feet and the aching lower 
back and the nearly gone voice due to 
marching and shouting in protest; all 
of which is done for things that should 
be considered God-given rights. 

Yet, I still continue to do it; because 
I’m too tired and I’m too angry to stop. 
I’m tired and I’m angry and I want 
change. This is why I am the way I 
am.
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Martelly has been holding talks with 
several social and political groups in a 
bid to pave the way for holding of long-
delayed election to renew two thirds 
of the 30-member Senate, the entire 
Lower Chamber and hundreds of local 
government bodies. Political observers 
note that by Jan. 12, next year, the Hai-
tian parliament will become dysfunc-
tional with only 10 senators left, while 
16 is required to hold a session.

Jamaica
Some Caribbean and Central Ameri-

can countries are bracing for cutbacks 
in shipments of cut-rate oil from Ven-
ezuela, as Caracas struggles with slid-
ing crude oil prices and a spiraling 
economic crisis.

 For a decade, the 13 beneficiaries of 
Venezuela’s largess have 
depended deeply on the 
oil to finance social 
spending and infra-
structure, and rewarded 
Caracas with diplomatic support on 
the international stage, according to 
regional diplomats.

Several participants in the program, 
called PetroCaribe, are preparing for 
further declines, which diplomats said 
stand to upend spending plans and tip 
some economies into recession.

“If PetroCaribe pulls out of Jamaica 
I don’t know how we will manage,” said 

Verona Barrett-Brown, the principal of a 
Kingston-area primary school that dis-
plays the name of Venezuela’s national 
oil company, Petroles de Venezuela.

 Jamaica’s capital projects funded 
with Venezuelan oil have provided aid 
to small farmers and businesses, refur-
nished a zoo and replaced pit latrines in 
schools with flushing toilets.

In tiny Grenada the discounted Ven-
ezuela oil funds 40 percent of social 
programs, from text books and free 
lunches for children to paying for roads 
and buses. 

Trinidad
 A top Al Qaeda terrorist with ties to 

Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana was 
killed recently in Pakistan.

Adnan Gulshair El Shurkrijumah, 
39, who is known to have lived in 
Trinidad, was killed by Pakistan mili-
tary. The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) described El Shukrijumah as 
Al Qaeda’s global operations chief and 
believed he was in possession of a pass-
port from Trinidad and Tobago among 
other countries. During 
his visit to Trinidad, El 
Shukrijumah is said to 
have stayed at a Muslim 
organization in Central 
Trinidad. In 2003, the FBI, assisted by 
local law enforcement in T&T, searched 
for him but he was not found. 

 — compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
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By Evens Sanon and Danica Coto
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

_ Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe 
announced early Sunday that he was 
resigning along with several ministers 
in the wake of violent anti-government 
protests and a commission’s call for 
him to step down.

In a speech that was delayed past 
midnight, Lamothe said he was leav-
ing ``with a sense of accomplishment,’’ 
adding: ``This country has undergone a 
deep and dynamic transformation and 
a real change in benefit of its people.’’

President Michel Martelly said ear-
lier he accepted the findings of the 
commission that had recommended 
Lamothe’s replacement.

Martelly appointed Lamothe as 
prime minister in 2012, and some polit-
ical analysts believe Lamothe might 
seek the presidency in upcoming elec-
tions.

Lamothe’s resignation complicates 
the current political situation because 
nominations for a new prime minister 
require approval from Parliament and 
it is unclear whether someone would 
be nominated before Parliament is dis-
solves in January, said Michael Deibert, 

author of ``Notes from the Last Testa-
ment: The Struggle for Haiti.’’

He noted that Lamothe was Martel-
ly’s third nomination for prime minis-
ter during a drawn-out selection proc-
ess.

``Without a functioning Parliament 
and without a prime minister, I’m 
afraid it could be a tumultuous time 
in January,’’ Deibert said in a telephone 
interview from Cap-Haitien.

He warned that political instability 
would undermine confidence in the 
government and the confidence that 

the international community has in 
Haiti in terms of investment. ``That’s 
not an image that Haiti wants to project 
to the world,’’ Deibert said.

Haiti’s capital has endured a grow-
ing number of violent demonstrations 
in recent weeks during which protest-
ers have demanded the holding of elec-
tions that were expected in 2011 and 
the resignations of Lamothe as well as 
Martelly.

On Saturday, one man was found 
dead in a protest in Port-Au-Prince 
during clashes with police who fired 
tear gas. It was not immediately clear 
how the man died, but he was shot at 
least once in the wrist. Demonstrations 
also spread to other towns, including 
Gonaives and Cap-Haitien.

The unrest followed a demonstra-
tion Friday in which U.N. peacekeep-
ing troops opened fire on a crowd that 
marched through Port-au-Prince, set 
tires on fire and skirmished with troops 
and police.

Martelly’s administration blamed 
the delay in holding elections on six 
opposition senators who contend leg-
islation that would authorize the vote 
unfairly favors the government.

By Tangerine Clarke
Tots and Teens in Focus, a Brook-

lyn-based youth organization hon-
ored boys and girls on Dec. 7, at 
its 10th Annual Awards Dinner and 
Fashion Show, at Excellent Banquet 
Hall on New York Avenue in Brook-
lyn.  

The youngsters who we dressed 
in the their finest were lauded for 
their outstanding work in school and 
the community before President of 
the Guyana Action Committee Errol 
Lewis handed over New York City 
Council citations to Tots and Teens 
members: Sonel Sandy, Solonge 
Stewart and Zoqusha Joseph, and 
Truth Center dancer and vocalist, 
evangelist D’Nike Amma.

The organization also honored 
Sesame Flyers after school students, 
Tristan Richmond, Desire Scott, 
Damani Pastor, Brandon Edwards, 
Imani Richards and Wynter Wil-
liams. 

The office of Councilmember 
Mathieu Eugene sent citations, while 
Councilman Jumaane Williams 
was in attendance to support the 
youth.  In addition, Founder and 
CEO of Tots and Teens, Patricia Trim 
thanked community leaders Alberta 

Haiti prime minister resigns 
amid political discontent

Brooklyn teens 
honored

Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Believe it or not, tourists are going 

to visit tropical destinations regardless 
of opinions branded about by alleged 
expert travelers. And although publi-
cists tend to over-saturate the hype on 
individual island paradises, many are 
indisputably the most alluring to visit.

Recently, St. Kitts added to its recog-
nitions for excellence by closing out the 
year on a high note with the receipt of 
the coveted “Innovative Destination of 
the Year” award. 

Named by Caribbean Journal’s inau-
gural Caribbean Travel Awards for 2014, 
the twin-island was honored for being 
the best in travel and tourism across 
the region.  

“This achievement speaks volumes 
about our efforts to build a truly excit-
ing and memorable Caribbean travel 
destination,” said Ricky Skerritt, min-
ister of tourism & international trans-
port.

“We have used smart partnerships 
and our commitment to standards to 
develop a year-round tourism sector 
that brings benefits to the livelihoods 
of a growing number of local people 
who make their living from travel and 
tourism. The receipt of yet another 
award from such a reputable publica-
tion as Caribbean Journal makes it 
clear that our efforts are succeeding.” 

St. Kitts has been highlighted as a 
model for the rest of the Caribbean to 
follow due to the success of its innova-
tive tourism-building initiatives.

The island’s impressive hotel con-
struction growth and its advancement 
in the environmental sector, includes 
its solar-lit highways and solar-powered 
airport.

Rated among 20 islands, hotels and 
tourism entities, leaders, employees 
and entrepreneurs St. Kitts is featured 

in the Caribbean Travel awards 2014 
edition.

Currently ranked, with sister island 
Nevis, at number three on a list of the 
Best Islands in the World, number 
three on a list of Best Caribbean Vaca-
tions, and number seven on a list of 
the Best Beach honeymoon Destina-
tion in the World. St. Kitts also claims 
the number eight position on a list 
of Best Caribbean Honeymoons and 
the same spot on the Best affordable 

Caribbean Destinations by U.S. News 
&World Report. 

The eastern Caribbean island boasts 
a myriad more claims awarded for 
excellence. CNN Money named it as 
one of the Hottest Places to Visit This 
Winter. It is also named among the Top 
10 Best Islands for a Holiday, one of 50 
Travel Destinations That Will Be Huge 
in the Next 10 Years and the place to 
visit because it is considered one of the 
Top 12 Best Caribbean Vacation spots.

By Nelson A. King
Just months after fulfilling her 

life-long dream of opening a bakery 
in Brooklyn, Cynthia Williams-Ber-
nard passed away.

Vincentian-born Williams-Ber-
nard, who owned Ethlyn’s Caribbean 
Bakery on Nostrand Avenue, between 
Tilden Street and Beverly Road in 
Brooklyn, went to the Great Beyond 
on Nov. 25. She was 64.

Williams-Bernard, who was also 
a veteran registered nurse, died at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center in Manhattan, according to 
the Rev. Dr. Glyger Beach, pastor of 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
in Flatbush, Brooklyn.

In his sermon, at the funeral last 
Friday, Rev. Beach, who was Williams-
Bernard’s pastor, said he had gone to 
visit her on her dying bed. 

The cause of death was not stated in 
the funeral program, and close friends 
and associates of Williams-Bernard 
declined to disclose the cause, claim-
ing that she had wanted her diagnosis 
to be private. 

But Memorial Sloan Kettering Can-
cer Center’s inpatient hospital – known 
as Memorial Hospital, says on its web-
site that it is a “worldwide leader in 
the treatment of cancer,” adding that 
its patients are admitted “when they 
have acute care needs for treatment or 
symptom management, based on their 
cancer diagnosis or a related illness.”

Williams-Bernard had opened the 
bakery, formerly Vincie Bakery, in 
early March last year, amid much 
fanfare.

She told Caribbean Life then 
that she named the bakery after 
her grandmother Ethlyn Hector. The 
Vincie Bakery had closed its doors 
about a year earlier – shortly after its 
former co-owner Nicholas Clouden 
expired.

“I thought about doing something 
for my retirement and decided to 
open a bakery because my parents 
had a bakery while I was growing 
up,” Williams-Bernard told Carib-
bean Life in an exclusive interview 
at the time. 

Her late parents were Ezekiel and 
Marion Elizabeth Williams, also of 
Richland Park, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

Williams-Bernard – who worked 
full time with the United States 
federal government, at 26 Federal 
Plaza in lower Manhattan, in charge 
of hospital programs – said, in that 
interview, that she had planned to 
retire from nursing in about two to 
three years.

“I chose bakery also because it 
does not conflict with my job,” she 
had said, disclosing that her goal 
was to expand the bakery in a couple 
of years.

St. Kitts tourism ends on high note

Vincentian 
businesswoman 

passes

An aerial view of the Caribbean island St. Kitts.  Associated Press / Ramon Espinosa

Two women waiting for a boat at a dock in Basseterre, St. Kitts. 
 Associated Press / Ramon Espinosa
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(StatePoint) Just by being outside 
every day, skin suffers from premature 
aging, an effect known as photo aging. 
The new year is the perfect time to 
resolve to keep your skin looking more 
beautiful.

A majority of Americans mistakenly 
believe they receive most of their total 
lifetime exposure from extended out-
door activities like going to the beach, 
according to a new survey conducted 
using GfK’s Knowledge Panel.

“Actually, those activities account for 
a mere 20 percent of lifetime sun expo-
sure,” says Dr. Richard C. Kirkpatrick 
of the Brevard Skin and Cancer Center. 
“In fact, 80 percent comes from daily 
incidental sun exposure that builds up 
over time and ages the skin.”

Protecting skin all over your body, 
even during the hazy and cloudy days 
of winter, is crucial.

Most Americans underestimate the 
damage to their skin from brief daily 
sun exposure. In fact, fewer than half 
agree that short exposures to the sun 
cause a lot of skin damage. But now 
that you know better, you can make a 
positive change.

COVER UP
Remember to cover up all the time 

to protect your skin from the effects of 
photo aging, even when you’re driving, 
sitting indoors next to a sunny window 

or taking the dog for a quick walk.

MULTI-FUNCTIONAL SKIN 
CARE

No matter how much attention you 
give your face, it is the constant UV 
damage to the skin on your arms, legs, 
chest, and hands that can give away 
your age. A top notch skin care routine 
for the entire body is essential.

Whereas in the past, preventing pre-
mature aging of skin on your entire 
body could cost a small fortune, there 
are now affordable, innovative alterna-
tives.

“Look for a multi-functional body 
moisturizer with a blend of antioxi-
dants, vitamins, broad spectrum SPF 
protection and brightening ingredi-
ents,” says Kirkpatrick.

For instance, NO-AD, which has been 
making top-quality skin care products 
for 52 years, has introduced multi-
function daily body moisturizers that 
cost half what SPF-only body lotions 
do. Two formulas prevent premature 
skin damage from incidental sun expo-
sure with SPF 15 UVA/UVB broad-spec-
trum protection and also offer powerful 
ingredients that repair or brighten with 
a premium blend of antioxidants, and 

vitamins like A, B6, C, D and E.
NO-AD Prevent & Repair protects 

skin cell DNA from UV light-induced 
free radicals with watermelon extract, 
while aloe vera acts as an anti-inflam-

matory.  NO-AD Prevent 
& Brighten brightens 
with vitamin B3 (niacina-
mide), while argan oil helps 
diminish the appearance of 
age spots. Both formulas 
provide 36 hours of mois-
turization with Pentavitin 
and are offered as pump 
lotions and sprays, mak-
ing them easy to incorpo-
rate into a skin care rou-
tine. They are available at 
mass market retailers and 
at www.walmart.com and 
www.drugstore.com.

For more information 
about anti-aging skin care, 
visit www.No-Ad.com.

HEALTHY HABITS
Your skin is a reflection 

of your overall health. Stay 
hydrated. Eat a well-bal-
anced diet of fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, low-
fat dairy and lean proteins, 
such as fish, egg whites 
and legumes. Get plenty of 
rest each night. These hab-
its can help you look and 

feel your best.
While certain resolutions can be dif-

ficult to uphold, protecting your skin is 
an easy everyday priority.

HEALTH

Resolve to make your skin more beautiful
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By Tequila Minsky
When Ibi Zoboi was in high school 

in Bushwick and reading Edwidge Dan-
ticat’s “Breath Eyes and Memory,” she 
discovered her mother’s hometown in 
Haiti, Dame Marie, mentioned in the 
first few pages of the book. 
“It was then I decided to 
be a writer,” she said.

‘I had the desire to 
read but books weren’t 
that accessible for me,’ 
she explained growing up 
with an immigrant single 
mother.  

Two decades later and 
now an author, herself, 
Zoboi is committed to 
supporting reading for 
girls and also writers of 
color. 

On Saturday, at the 
Skylight Gallery inside 
Bedford Stuyvesant Res-
toration Plaza, four local 
children’s book authors 
participated in a panel on 
their books and writing, organized by 
Zoboi.  

The event was held in conjunction 
with and followed the Restoration’s 
annual RFK Memorial Holiday Party 
activities where the author’s books were 
given out as Christmas presents. 

Three pre-teen girls from the Brook-
lyn Blossom Book Club began the after-
noon by reading passages from National 
Book Award winner Jacqueline Wood-
son’s “Brown Girl Dreaming,” a series of 
vignettes in verse of her childhood.   

The panelists then gave background 
to their books before reading selec-
tions. Woodson read three chapters:  

she wrote of respecting leaving the 
classroom during the Pledge of Alle-
giance in respect to her grandparents’ 
Jehovah Witness beliefs; she told of 
her uncle becoming a Black Muslim in 
prison, and she described the histori-

cal origins of Bushwick, 
her neighborhood grow-
ing up.

Author Renee Watson 
read from her middle grade 
novel “What Momma Left 
Me,” which is about a girl 
in middle school coming 
to terms with the violent 
death of her mother at the 
hands of her father.  

Children’s literature 
award winner Tonya Che-
rie Hegamin read from 
her historical fiction 
novel “Willow,” which is 
about life on either side 
of the boundary of slavery 
and freedom, the Mason-
Dixon line.  

The fourth panelist 
Zetta Elliot selected a passage from her 
self-published “An Angel for Mariqua” 
for early readers inspired by a girl she 
met on a school visit who was teased 
because her father was in prison. 

Abadai Zoboi, age 12, led the pre-
teens in questioning the authors by ask-
ing how much does your environment 
affect their stories.

When Abadai asked, “Who inspired 
you?” Many of the panelists agreed that 
they learned about writing from read-
ing other writers. Elliot mentioned Toni 
Morrison and Jamaica Kincaid.  Wood-
son mentioned John Steptoe and James 
Baldwin. 

Blossom Book Club 
member Bahati Zoboi, 
10, reads a passage 
from “Brown Girl 
Dreaming.”

Blossom Book Club member Bahati Zoboi, 10, reads a passage from “Brown 
Girl Dreaming.”

Authors for young adults 
talk about their work
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By Desmond Brown
LIMA, Dec. 4, 2014 (IPS) 

- For more than 10 years, Mil-
dred Crawford has been “a 
voice in the wilderness” crying 
out on behalf of rural women 
in agriculture.

Crawford, 50, who grew up 
in the small Jamaican com-
munity of Brown’s Hall in St. 
Catherine parish, was “filled 
with enthusiasm” when she 
received an invitation from the 
World Farmers’ Organisation 
(WFO) to be part of a civil soci-
ety contingent to the 20th ses-
sion of the United Nations Con-
ference of the Parties (COP20), 
where her voice could be heard 
on a much bigger stage.

But mere days after arriv-
ing here for her first-ever COP, 
Crawford’s exhilaration has 
turned to disappointment.

“I am weary, because even 
in the side events I don’t see 
much government representa-
tives coming to hear the voice 
of civil society,” she told IPS.

“If they are not here to hear 
what we have to say, there is 

very little impact that will be 
created. Already there is a gap 
between policy and implemen-
tation which is very serious 
because we talk the talk, we 
don’t walk the talk.”

Crawford said women 
farmers often do not get the 
attention or recognition they 
deserve, pointing to the impor-
tant role they play in feeding 

their families and the wider 
population.

“Our women farmers store 
seeds. In the event that a hur-
ricane comes and resources 
become scarce, they would 
share what they have among 
themselves so that they can 
have a rebound in agriculture,” 
she explained.

WFO is an international 
member-based organisation 
whose mandate is to bring 
together farmers’ organisa-
tions and agricultural coopera-
tives from all over the world. 
It includes approximately 70 
members from about 50 coun-
tries in the developed and 
emerging world.

The WFO said its delegation 
of farmers is intended to be 
a pilot for scaling up in 2015, 
when the COP21 will take place 
in Paris. It also aims to raise 
awareness of the role of small-
holder agriculture in climate 
adaptation and mitigation and 
have it recognised in the 2015 
UNFCCC negotiations.

The negotiations next year 

in Paris will aim to reach legal-
ly-binding agreements on lim-
its on greenhouse gas emis-
sions that all nations will have 
to implement.

Diann Black-Layne speaks 
for a much wider constituen-
cy – Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS). She said adap-
tation, finance and loss and 
damage top the list of issues 
this group of countries wants 
to see addressed in the medium 
term.

“Many of our developing 

countries have been spending 
their own money on adapta-
tion,” Black-Layne, who is Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s ambassador 
on climate change, told IPS.

She said SIDS are already 
“highly indebted” and “this 
is borrowed money” for their 
national budgets which they 
are forced to use “to fund 
their adaptation programmes 
and restoration from extreme 
weather events. So, to then 
have to borrow more money for 
mitigation is a difficult sell.”

Mildred Crawford, a farmer 
from Jamaica, is attending 
her fi rst international climate 
summit in Lima.

Climate finance flowing, but 
for many, the well remains dry
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the new policies seek to stop illegal 
immigration.

“Unfortunately for many, they chose 
not at birth to get the passport of their 
nationality and live in a kind of no 
man’s land until they reach their 18th 
birthday, the new procedures will mean 
that so long as your parents are lawfully 
in The Bahamas, anyone who is born in 
The Bahamas can get a residency per-
mit to work and live in The Bahamas 
until such time as their citizenship 
applications are determined,” he said. 
“This puts all in that class in a better 
position.”

“This policy, therefore, is not to 
revoke citizenship to any person, nor 
are anyone’s rights being eliminated ‘ex 
post facto’. It seeks to ensure that the 
rights of people are being protected,” 
he insisted.

The Bahamian politician also referred 
to the financial and social consequenc-
es of irregular migration in the region, 
and stressed that countries must work 
together to solve the deeper problems 
related to this topic, including poverty, 
underdevelopment and political insta-
bility. 

“The Bahamas comes today to set 
the record straight and we trust that 
we have disabused all countries of the 
notion that anything untoward is hap-
pening with the issues of migrants; we 

will continue to manage the problem 
consistent with our international obli-
gations and with our laws,” Mitchell 
said. 

He said that contemporary migration 
is “a complex phenomenon” and that 
its regulation “involves considering the 
interests and peculiarities of the coun-
tries of origin and destination.”

In that context, he said that the OAS 
has a key role to play in helping mem-
ber states to promulgate policies that 
enhance the natural synergies between 
migration and development, diminish-
ing excess from regular and irregular 
migration that places a drag on coun-
tries’ development.” 

Bahamas’ Foreign Affairs Minister 
Frederick Mitchell addresses the 
Special Meeting of the Permanent 
Council, Dec. 16, 2014. 
 OAS / Juan Manuel Herrera

Bahamas immigration

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 12 months, we have been servicing the 
community with dignity and compassion. We look 

forward to the future providing the same excellent service.

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!

Continued from page 6 
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
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By Noah Hurowitz
The queen of Motown is 

going to let the good times 
roll at the Loew’s Kings Thea-
tre in Flatbush at its grand 
reopening.

Diana Ross is set to reach 
out and touch a few thousand 
somebodies as the first act 
to take the stage on Feb. 3. 
The big show will reopen the 
picture palace that has been 
shuttered for nearly 40 years 
and is in the closing weeks of a 
nearly $100-million overhaul. 
A Brooklyn booster hailed the 
news.

“It is only fitting that the 
crown jewel of Flatbush, and 
one of the finest theaters in 
America, will have one of the 
greatest artists ever as its 
inaugural show,” said Cham-
ber of Commerce head Carlo 
A. Scissura. “By bringing 
Broadway back to Brooklyn, 
the Kings Theatre will be a 
destination for people across 
the country — and Diana Ross 
is the perfect performer to 
raise the curtain.”

Opened in 1929 as a movie 
theater, the Kings Theatre was 
one of New York’s five sumptu-
ously decorated Loew’s Won-

der Theatres, and operated for 
decades alongside several other 
massive cinemas on Flatbush 
Avenue. It stopped operating, 
in the name of money, not 
love, in 1977, and in subse-
quent years lost light fixtures 
to thieves, ornate plaster-work 
to water damage, and red-vel-
vet drapes to mildew.

In 2012, Ace Theatrical 
Group inked a deal with the 
city to restore the cinema to 

its former glory. The wood-
work and marble floors were 
largely intact and the restor-
ers, convinced that the moun-
tain was high enough, but not 
too high to surmount, began 
a $94-million restoration of 
their love child, with taxpayers 
footing half of the bill. 

Tickets for “An Evening 
with Diana Ross” are on sale 
now.

“An Evening with Diana 

Ross” at the Loew’s Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Duryea and Regent 
places in Flatbush, http://www.

kingstheatre.com/shows/an-
evening-with-diana-ross). Feb. 
3 at 8 p.m. Tickets start at 
$100.

A LOVE SUPREME: Diana Ross just hit 70, but she is still 
working stages.  Associated Press/Vince Bucci

Start in the name of love!

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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It turns out they might have 
called him Bobby “Bacala” for 
more than one reason.

Steve Schirripa, the actor 
known for playing Bobby “Ba-
cala” Baccalieri on “The So-
pranos,” is quite the chef, ap-
pearing on cooking channels, 
and recently introducing his 
line of tomato sauce — Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties. 

It’s the tomato sauce for 
those who swore they’d never 
enjoy sauce from a jar. They’re 
in for a surprise because this 
jarred sauce is delicious.

Schirripa grew up in Ben-
sonhurst at a time when Ital-
ian mothers considered eating 
jarred tomato sauce a mor-
tal sin.  His own mother was 
among them — and she wasn’t 
even born Italian. But she was 
raised by Italians, and so she 
spent hours simmering home-
made sauce that family and 
friends would rave about.

When she passed away in 

2013, Schirripa’s friend, Joe, 
said, “Let’s do something to 
honor your mom.” Of course 
it had to be something out-
standing. 

As some of their fondest 
memories included lingering 
over Sunday afternoon meals, 
soaking up every drop of the 
delicious tomato sauce that 
mom had lovingly created, it 
didn’t take long to figure out 
what to do. 

“She was known for her 
sauce,” says Schirripa. 

They had to find a way to 
bottle that homemade good-
ness. But it had to be authentic 
— just like at home, the sauce 
had to contain natural ingre-
dients, made from the finest 
organic whole Italian plum to-
matoes, extra virgin olive oil, 
vegetables, and spices. 

Schirripa introduced the 
product about seven months 
ago, and these wholesome in-
gredients are listed proudly on 
the front of every jar. The prod-

uct is gluten free, Kosher, and 
contains no GMO or added sug-
ars. It’s available in three vari-
eties — marinara, basil and 
tomato, and Arrabiata. The lat-
ter means “angry” in Italian, 
and is a spicy marinara sauce 
that can be enjoyed over pasta 
and also with grilled chicken, 
shrimp, fish, or steak. 

To the skeptics, Schirripa 
says, “Just taste it. People who 
say they would never eat jarred 
sauce like it.”

He’s quick to point out an-
other reality. His mom, like so 
many women of a certain gen-
eration, didn’t work outside 
the home, so she had the time 
to spend all day cooking. 

“Things are different to-
day,” he says. Many people 
simply don’t have time to cook 
for hours. They’re looking for 
convenience, but still want a 
product that’s good. This is it. 

The sauce can be purchased 
at www.unclestevesny.com, 
and can be found at local stores 

such as Whole Foods Market, 
Fairway, and many others. Just 
in time for the holidays, there 
are several gift baskets that in-
clude the sauce, and items such 
as his signature wooden spoon, 
pasta, steel colander, and more. 
It’s the ideal gift for the foodie 
as well as “Sopranos” fans. 

Schirripa keeps himself 
busy, in and out of the kitchen. 
Catch him on an upcoming 
episode of “Family Meals with 
Steve Schirripa” on Dec. 21 at 
9:30 pm on The Cooking Chan-
nel. He’s also written books, in-
cluding the hilarious “A Goom-
ba’s Guide to Life,” which made 

the New York Times’ bestseller 
list. Other “Goomba” books 
followed. He continues to ap-
pear in movies and on televi-
sion, and is working on a series 
in Los Angeles, right now, he 
says. Locally, he’s made dozens 
of appearances, promoting Un-
cle Steve’s Italian Specialties. 

“Try it, you’ll like it!” he 
says. He’s right.

Steve Schirripa’s Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties [Ital-
ian Specialties Group LLC, 20 
Brick Court on Staten Island, 
(718) 605–0416, www.UncleSte-
vesNY]. Shop on line 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

‘Uncle Steve’s’ sauce just like 
mom used to make

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 

perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 

disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 

similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 

40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 

DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 

thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 

without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-

pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without it. After 

investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 

found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the interverte-

bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 

you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 

pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 

better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 

created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 

herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-

ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-

mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-

ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-

erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 

or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 

appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 

office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 

Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 

excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 888-396-2567For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995
 2004 Nissan Pathfinder, 107k 9891 $5,995
 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995
 2006 Subaru Forester, 67k 10695 $6,995
 2008 Jeep Commander, 129k 182946 $6,995
 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Ford Explorer, 82k 8301 $7,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595
 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995
 2006 Mercedes R-Class, 88k J2048     $10,995
 2004 Chevy Avalanche, 88k J1462     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE 
 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995
 2010 Mitsubishi Endeavor, 54k 001305   $11,995
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995
 2007 Hummer H3, 47k J1218     $13,995
 2008 Porsche Cayenne, 83k 10535     $14,995
 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995
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HAVIN’ A PARTY

HAVE SANTA  
DELIVERED TO YOUR 

HOME, OFFICE  
OR SCHOOL

Santa Suits available for purchase at 

$24.99
Come in for all your party & paper goods

ENTERTAINMENT 
BALLOONS 

PAPER GOODS 
FAVORS 

PARTY RENTALS

Don’t forget CHAIRS & TABLES for rent

The Law Offices of

Georgia E. McCarthy
902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn NY 11236

CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation in Supreme Court  
and Family Court

FAMILY LAW

CHILD SUPPORT, CUSTODY, PATERNITY, VISITATION  
AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights in Family Court

REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections

CRIMINAL MATTERS

TRUST, WILLS & ESTATES REPRESENTATIONS

Free Consultation

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Braithwaite, Florette Vassall, Rennetta 
English Stuart Boucaud, Negela Parris 
Shernelle Wyille, Pastor Michael Carter 
and Debora Cesaire, before they were 
presented with proclamations from 
the office of Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke, State Senators John Sampson 
and Kevin Parker and Borough Presi-
dent Eric Adams.

Trim, who created the Tots and Teens 
program, which started back in Guyana 
20 years ago, to enhance and inspire 
youth to be confident in all that they do 
for a bright future, applauded the kids 
for their commitment to excellence.

The Guyanese-born leader, and host 
of the Tots and Teens In Focus TV 
show on Public Network Channel 67 in 
Brooklyn, called on community leaders 

to continue to give their gallant support 
to the youth.

Community activist Mercedes Nar-
cisse in her message to the yougsters 
said that she was proud of the children 
who continue to stay focused amidst all 
of the distractions they face every day.

“Miss Trim is doing a wonderful joy 
of keeping our youth engaged in the 
Tots and Teens program. She is working 
very hard in the community. Her com-
mitment is key to ensuring the children 
have a bright future,” added Narcisse. 

Other elected officials and a wide 
cross-section of the community, attend-
ed the elegant evening that was emceed 
by Allison Mason and supported by 
Travel Span, Pam and Steve Restaurant, 
Jeff Express, the Guyanese Nurses of 
America Association and Brooklyn Free 
Speech.

Tots and Teens
Continued from page 16 
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Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 
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4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Presents wrapped? Check.
Tree decorated – check. 

Cookies made? Groceries pur-
chased, shopping finished, 
school programs scheduled, 
Santa visits done? Check, 
check and… check.

You love the holidays, but 
there’s no denying that they 
can be stressful. The last thing 
you want is to put more on your 
To-Do List, but when you add 
“All I Really Want” by Quinn 
Caldwell, you’ll see things in a 
more-relaxed way.

But first, the disclaimer: 
Caldwell says that this book 
isn’t meant to be all hints-
and-tips. It won’t help you get 
organized, simplify, or create 
the “Best Christmas Ever in 
five easy steps.” Caldwell says 

that’s not his job, and it’s not 
God’s; instead, you’ll find a 
few complications here, as well 
as some hope for “a little holy 
breathing space” – beginning 
with the first of Advent.

Christmas, as you undoubt-
edly noticed, didn’t start after 
Thanksgiving: retailers have 
had their holiday decorations 
up for months. They couldn’t 
wait for the season, but it may 
seem as though wait is all 
you do lately. There is a vir-
tue in waiting, says Caldwell, 
and Advent is when to find it. 
Pause; “be prepared for little 
bursts of delight.”

It takes wide-open eyes to 
do that, though, and time, 
which is at a premium these 
days. Caldwell says that lack 
of time is exactly when you 
want to “add a holy something 
to your to-do list.” Volunteer, 
make a donation to a charity, 
visit someone who needs you, 
be kind to someone.

And on that last one – if you 
“get stuck, look in the mirror.”

Go to church; now’s when you need people around you. 

Let your kids 
believe in Santa, 
because he teach-
es them about 
“dwelling in mys-
tery.” Sing with 
someone, even if 
you “can’t carry 
a tune in a buck-
et.” Keep in mind 
that, like any-
body, God would 
surely rather that 
his birthday party 
is “full of fun.”

And yet, if 
you’re having a 
bad Christmas, 
remember that’s 
why we have 
Christmas in 
the first place. 
Christmas was 
“born in defiance 
of all that stalks 
the world and 
tries to snuff its 
light.”

“If the only 
spirit you can 

get into is low,” says Caldwell, 

“you’re just who God is look-
ing for.”

Two words: De. Lightful. 
There’s just no other way to 
describe “All I Really Want.”

And here’s the thing: I didn’t 
expect to like this book. I fig-
ured it was just more guilt-
inducing platitudes, more 
blah-blah-blah-Christmas, but 
nothing could be further from 
the truth: it’s joyous! Author 
Quinn Caldwell uses humor 
and a bit of irreverence in prod-
ding his readers into slowing 
down, noticing, seeing God’s 
gifts in addition to those under 
the tree. He makes us think 
about Mary and Joseph. He 
makes us laugh about God’s 
“epic party.”

Sprinkled with Bible verses, 
meditations, and tiny prayers 
that can be recited day and 
night, I think this is a per-
fect book for anyone who’s had 
enough ho-ho-ho and wants 
to replace it with more ho-ho-
holy. If that’s you, then “All 
I Really Want” is a book to 
check out.

All I really want for Christmas
“All I Really Want” 
by Quinn Caldwell
c.2014, Abingdon Press                      
$15.99 / $18.50 Canada
176 pages

BOOK REVIEW

Cover of “All I Really Want” by Quinn 
Caldwell. 
 Photo by Abingdon Press&#xA;

Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 

OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 

BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 

HORIZON and many others
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Have You Been In An Accident?
You May Be Entitled To Money Damages!

We have recovered millions of dollars for our clients.*

JAMES ROSS
35 years experience

WILLIAM C. THOMPSON
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel To the Firm
Former NYS Senator

Former Regional Director NAACP

ARTHUR HILL
35 years experience

*Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome - expenses payable at conclusion of case

Ross & Hill, Esqs.

718-855-2324 16 Court Street, 35th Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11241

Your local community lawyers for the past 35 years!
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For Caribbean diasporans, 
home is more than where the 
heart is. And perhaps more 
than at any other time of the 
year, the advent of the Christ-
mas season heartily embrac-
es the Biblical miracle of the 
birth of Jesus Christ and also 
unites families in a loving 
way. 

While many will make an 
exodus to the Caribbean to 
renew kinships, parang, join 
with Johnkunnu and relive 
grand market experiences, 
those remaining state-side 
will have to rely on nostalgia, 
friends and family in order to 
rekindle the fervor associated 
with the holidays.

Already parents have been 
bombarded with requests 
from their little girls for any-
thing Frozen. The Disney jug-
gernaut abounds with dolls, 
skates and other parapher-
nalia reminiscent of the top-
grossing movie. And boys are 
still demanding games of any 
kind, digital and electronic, 
athletic gear, cash and maybe 
not so much – clothing. 

Adults are opting for big-
ticket items such as iPhones, 

tablets, over-priced head-sets 
and gadgets. But for the fam-
ily, here are a few items that 
could consolidate the shop-
ping experience and in the 
process engage every member 
of the family.

Radio City Christmas Spec-
tacular ends on Dec. 31. Make 
this a priority and afterwards 
stop by Rockefeller Center to 
see the city’s official Christ-
mas tree.

Experience The Ride – a 
bus tour through the theater 
district. It is uniquely enter-
taining.

Visit the New York Botani-
cal Gardens for a train ride 
through the Bronx gardens.

Take a Broadway outing to 
see a play. Recommendations 
include “Cinderella,” “Matil-
da,” “The Lion King,” “Kinky 
Boots” or “Aladdin.”

Check out a “G” rated movie 
– “Annie, The Hobbit.”

A quick way to get to South 
America is to make a stop into 
Fairway for a taste of Brazil. 
Try Bazzar Sauces. The guava, 
Acai and Banananada desserts 
are heavenly. They are top-
pings and desserts from Brazil 
and rich with spices.

Books – Always recom-
mended for any member of 
the family. “Song Birds: Pio-
neering Women in Jamaican 
Music” is my pick.

A family spa outing.
Ice skating in Central Park, 

Rockefeller Center or Bryant 
Park. 

Adopt a pet from the animal 
shelter.

And for your friends – bake 
a cake, pie or make and bot-
tle ginger beer, sorrel, peanut 
punch, pickled peppers.

Frame a photo you snapped 
earlier in the year. Most of all, 
have a happy, healthy holiday 
season.

Remember it’s the thought 
that counts.

Most of all keep in mind 

that Jesus is the reason for the 
season.  

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Dutch Islands Christmas characters. 
 Photo courtesy of Vinette K. Pryce

Good tidings of comfort & joy & to all good cheer
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By Kevin Bollers
Known for her daring lyrics, viva-

cious stage performances and fiery 
bravado, Jamaican dancehall sensa-
tion Spice’s eagerly awaited debut 
EP “So Mi Like It,” is red hot on VP 
Records. The digital-only EP show-
cases her skills with a new selection 
of her most buzz-worthy anthems as 
well as exclusive material. Spice is 
reaching numbers that are unprec-
edented in the genre. So far, she 
has received almost 10 million views 
alone on her VEVO channel for “So 
Mi Like It.” 

On the five-song set, Spice knows 
what she wants and has no qualms 
expressing exactly how she feels. 
Whether she is taking the reigns in 
and outside the bedroom on songs 
like “So Mi Like It,” “Go Go,” “Conju-
gal Visit” featuring Vybz Kartel and 
the never-before-heard track “Whine 
Inna Di Dance” or flipping the script 
on “Like A Man” - the tell all about 
being a female in the male-dominat-
ed industry - there is no holding back 
with Spice.

Born Grace Hamilton, Spice grew 
up in Jamaica’s poverty-stricken Old 

Braeton community in Portmore, 
St. Catherine. She began to hone 
her deejaying (rapping) skills at local 
stage shows. In 2000, Spice earned 
four encores after her first major 
performance at Sting in Jamaica 
and a star was born. In the early 
2000s, Spice released a string of hits 
- including her breakthrough single 
“Mi Gone” and dancehall chart-top-
per “Fight Ova Man.” 

In 2008, her notoriety skyrocketed 
after her infamous collab with Vybz 
Kartel on “Rompin Shop,” which 

Dancehall sensation debuts hot EP

Continued on Page 40

By Tangerine Clarke
Congratulations are in order for 

Rafieya Husain, Miss World Guyana 
who qualified in the final 10 at the Miss 
World 2014 pageant at the Aloft London 
Excel on Dec. 14, and earned the title 
of Miss Caribbean for being the only 
national from the region to place in 
the top 10. 

Wearing a stunning red gown 
designed from skin-tone illusion fabric, 
the beauty brought joy and excitement 
to Guyanese who were glued to their 
television sets as cable channel E!-

By Vinette K. Pryce
New York City gets a hefty dose of 

promotion and publicity in the new 
“Annie” musical slated for a Dec. 19 
release. From Harlem to Liberty State 
Park in New Jersey, the 20/20 view 
illuminates the Big Apple adding 21st 
century relevance to the “Little Orphan 
Annie” comic strip character popular-
ized in newspapers in 1924.

Spotlighting city sights tourists 
might acknowledge to be significant 
landmarks, uptown neighborhoods and 

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 43

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Dancehall artist Spice. Photo courtesy of VP Records

Annie’ musical 
provides scenic 
bragging rights

Guyanese 
beauty wins 

Miss Caribbean

IT’S ALL IT’S ALL 
SPICESPICE

Quvenzhane Wallis attends the 
Annie For Target Launch Event at 
Stage 37 on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014, 
in New York. AP / Quvenzhane Wallis
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THE LEGENDARY DIANA ROSS
KINGS THEATRE GRAND OPENING
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
KingsTheatre.com ∙ Ticketmaster.com ∙ 800-745-3000

A N  E V E N I N G  W I T H 
D I A N A  R O S S

February 3
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By Kam Williams
By day, Jim Bennett (Mark 

Wahlberg) is an English Litera-
ture professor whose question-
able teaching method involves 
berating his blasé students by 
suggesting that none of them 
will ever amount to anything. 
He reserves all his praise for 
the only person in the class 
exhibiting any promise as a 
writer, the brilliant and beau-
tiful, but modest, Amy Phillips 
(Brie Larson).

Amy also works part-time 
at a gambling casino that her 
teacher just happens to fre-

quent, since Jim is a high-roll-
er sorely in need of Gambler’s 
Anonymous. After all, the odds 
are stacked way in favor of the 
house where, the longer you 

play, the more you lose.
But Professor Bennett must 

have flunked statistics, since 
he foolishly pushes his luck at 
Black Jack and Roulette and 

proceeds to fritter away more 
than he could ever afford. Con-
sequently, he eventually finds 
himself in hock to the tune of 
a quarter-million dollars to Mr. 

Lee (Alvin Ing), the exploita-
tive casino owner who’d gladly 
extended a long line of credit 
to the hopelessly compulsive 
gambler.

Given seven days to pay off 
the I.O.U. before having his 
proverbial kneecaps broken 
by Lee’s goons, the desperate 
debtor approaches everyone 
from his mom (Jessica Lange) 
to a ghetto loan shark (Michael 
Kenneth Williams) to a well-
heeled mobster (John Good-
man) for an emergency loan. 
Trouble is, rather than clear-
ing his tab with the cash he 
collects, Jim’s so controlled by 
his habit that he heads right 
back to the casino tables. 

Thus unfolds “The Gam-
bler,” a riveting remake loosely 
based on the 1974 classic star-
ring James Caan. Trim and 
impassioned, Mark Wahlberg 
handles the title role in this 
witty, gritty overhaul of the 
original relying upon a well-
crafted screenplay by Oscar-
winner William Monahan (for 
The Departed). 

“The Gambler”
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for sexuality,
nudity, and pervasive 
profanity    
Running time: 
101 minutes
Distributor: 
Paramount Pictures

Ask Me Anything 
(Unrated) Bittersweet bil-
dungsroman about a high 
school grad (Britt Robert-
son) who chronicles all 
of her adventures in an 
anonymous blog, when 
she takes a year off to find herself before 
starting college. With Justing Long, Mar-
tin Sheen, Christian Slater and Robert 
Patrick.

Farewell, Herr Schwarz (Unrated) Post 
World War II documentary follows a 30 
year-old Jewish woman’s attempt to learn 
why her Holocaust survivor grandfather 
abandoned her mother for a new flame 
following his liberation by the Allies. (In 
Hebrew, German and English with sub-
titles)

Goodbye to All That (Unrated) Midlife 
crisis comedy revolving around a clueless 
family man (Paul Schneider) who embarks 
on a string of one-night stands after being 
blindsided by his miserably-married wife’s 
(Melanie Lynskey) demand for a divorce. 
With Heather Graham, Amy Sedaris, 
Heather Lawless and Anna Camp.

Inside the Mind of Leonardo (Unrat-
ed) Reverential biopic about Leonardo Da 
Vinci (Peter Capaldi) based on the 6,000 
pages of handwritten notes and drawings 
contained in the Italian Renaissance art-
ist’s private journals.

Life of an Actress:The Musical (Unrated) 
Broadway producer Paul Chau wrote and 
directed this musical revolving around 
the trials and tribulations of three aspir-
ing actress (Allison Case, Taylor Louder-
man and Orfeh) working as waitresses at 

a diner while waiting for their big break. 
Ensemble includes Jason Babinsky, Amelie 
McKendry and Mandy Fisher.

Mr. Turner (R for sexuality) Timothy 
Spall plays the title role in this historical 
biopic chronicling the last quarter-century 
in the life of J.M.W. Turner (1775-1851), the 
eccentric English artist primarily known 
for painting landscapes. With Paul Jesson, 
Dorothy Atkinson and Marion Bailey.

A Small Section of the World (Unrat-
ed) Tale of female empowerment about 
a group of women who sparked a coffee-
growing revolution in Costa Rica. 

Song of the Sea (PG for peril, pipe 
smoking and mild profanity) Animated 
fantasy about the last of the selkies, seals 
that transform themselves into women in 
accordance with Irish and Scottish leg-
end. Voice cast includes Brendan Gleeson, 
Fionnula Flanagan and Pat Shortt.

BIG BUDGET FILMS
Annie (PG for mild epithets and rude 

humor) Quvenzhane Wallis portrays 
Little Orphan Annie in this contem-
porary update of the classic musical 
inspired by the Broadway play based on 
the 1920s comic strip character. Cast 
includes Jamie Foxx, Cameron Diaz, 
Rose Byrne, Bobby Cannavale and Ade-
wale Akinnuoye-Agbaje. 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Mark Wahlberg (left) in the fi lm “The Gambler.” Rotten Tomatoes

Independent & Foreign Films

High-roller spirals out of control in mob saga

A 3 ARTS ENTERTAINMENT PRODUCTIONA JOLIE PAS PRODUCTIONUNIVERSAL PICTURES AND LEGENDARY PICTURES PRESENT

DIRECTED
BY ANGELINA JOLIEAND RICHARD LAGRAVENESE AND WILLIAM NICHOLSONSCREENPLAY

BY JOEL COEN & ETHAN COENBASED ON
THE BOOK BY LAURA HILLENBRAND

DOMHNALL GLEESON“UNBROKEN” JACK O’CONNELL MIYAVI FINN WITTROCKGARRETT HEDLUND ALEXANDRE DESPLATMUSIC
BY

MATTHEW BAER p.g.a. ERWIN STOFFCLAYTON TOWNSEND p.g.a.ANGELINA JOLIE p.g.a.
PRODUCED

 BYTHOMAS TULL JON JASHNIMICK GARRISEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS

VISUAL EFFECTS AND ANIMATION BY INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC

THIS FILM CONTAINS DEPICTIONS 
OF TOBACCO CONSUMPTION
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ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR

ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR
 AWARDS  

STARTS CHRISTMAS DAY
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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the widest canvas to appreciate 
when the entire cast crosses 
the George Washington Bridge 
arriving at Liberty State Park 
in New Jersey where the view is 
breath-taking and beautiful. 

The revised version of a 1977 
Broadway play; a film made in 
1992 and a television production 
that aired in 1999 returns in a 
21st century, high-tech musi-
cal that may prove relatable to 
a new generation of film lovers. 
Starring Academy award nomi-
nee Quvenzhane Wallis as the 
orphaned 10-year-old, the young 
actress departs from her break-
through role in the film “Beast of 
the Southern Wild” which earned 
her notice with a nod for an Oscar. 
She is Annie Bennett, an optimis-
tic child who yearns for her par-
ents to return to retrieve her from 
the punishing life.

Creating history, Wallis is 
the first African-American 
to tackle the Cinderella story 
which follows the adventures 
of a charming youth, her fellow 
orphaned friends, and a savior 
who transforms her life from 
the foster home run by Colleen 

Hannigan, a selfish, money 
hungry guardian portrayed by 
Cameron Diaz.

In the original versions, 
Oliver “Daddy” Warbucks, is a 
billionaire tycoon who takes 
the disfranchised child into 
his care. In this reincarnated 
release Jaime Foxx portrays 

Will Stacks, a rich tycoon who 
has hit it big in the cell phone 
industry. Stacks is not just 
rich, he’s powerful and aspir-
ing to be mayor. He lives in a 
smart home and travels with 
an entourage that includes 
spin-doctors and assistants at 
his ready to provide relief for 

his compulsive germaphobia. 
Foxx plays it to the max and 
when the little girl comes in 
contact with him he is quick to 
lavish hand-sanitizing cleanser 
to ward off any bacteria he 
could encounter. His Manhat-
tan, penthouse responds to 
voice commands. Any request 
is granted with mood settings, 
food appeasements, tempera-
ture adjustments and a myriad 
of other high-tech provisions.  

Produced by Shawn “Jay-
Z” Carter, Jada Pinkett Smith, 
Will Smith, James Lassiter, Will 
Gluck, Caleeb Pinkett, Lau-
rence “Jay” Brown and Tyran 
Smith, the film features came-
os by Rihanna, Ashton Kutcher 
and Mila Kunis. 

Hip-hop fans will recall that 
back in 1998 Jay-Z sampled “It’s 
a Hard-Knock Life,” one of the 
signature songs from the pro-
duction. Along with “Tomor-
row,” the telling tracks enliven 
an old tale retold to the liking of 
pop-culture historians.

And yes, grandma, although 
not as fierce as the storm that 
stopped New York, Sandy the 
dog is back to soothe the fears of 
the little orphaned Annie. All in 
all, New York looks so nice, view-
ers will want to see it twice.

became a fixture on the Bill-
board R&B charts, received 
heavy rotation on mainstream 
urban stations including NYC’s 
HOT 97 and POWER105.1 and 
earned her the EME award for 
“Female Deejay of the Year” 
and three Youth View Awards 
for “Best Female Performer,” 
“Female Deejay of the Year” and 
“Young Hot and Hype Female 
Deejay.” The song’s interna-
tional popularity only further 
fueled demand for Spice. 

Now a new song and video 
entitled “Conjugal Visit” fea-
turing Vybz Kartel has debuted 
simultaneously this month on 
World Star Hip Hop. The video 
has already hit nearly three 
million combined views, prov-
ing that Spice’s presence and 
demand is undeniable. Spice 
said that “Conjugal Visit” was 
recorded from 2009. “It was 
supposed to be a follow up to 
‘Romping Shop’ but because of 
the controversy we didn’t get a 
chance to release it then. Being 
that Vybz Kartel is incarcerated 
we now decided to call the song 
“Conjugal Visit” and the name 
just inspired the concept of 
the video. Kartel is a multi tal-
ented artist. He’s a perfection-
ist and loves to laugh and have 

fun while recording. It was a 
pleasure working with him,” 
she said.

Like legendary dancehall 
queens, Lady Saw, Patra and 
Cecile, Spice is also breaking 
barriers for female dancehall 
artists. Her track, “Like a Man” 
speaks to that. Explaining the 
concept of “Like A Man” Spice 
said, “The track ‘Like A Man’ 
was to show the world that it 
doesn’t matter the sex of an 
artist. Once you are talented, 
then you should get the respect 
you truly deserve.  In my world 
of music I believe women get 
less ratings and being that it’s a 
male dominated business, I just 
wanted to speak out on behalf of 
the women in dancehall. I used 
the opportunity to tease the 
men a little by dressing like one 
of them, singing ‘like a man’ 
and asking them the question 
‘You think dem would a rate mi 
more, if mi was a man and did a 
drop it hardcore?’”

“This EP means a lot to me 
because it’s my first profes-
sional project, so being able 
to package something for the 
fans makes me excited. This 
EP represents me coming out 
as an artist. Once you hear 
all the songs. You know right 
away who I am and what I’m 

about. It’s impossible for you 
not to fall in love with this 
EP and my aim is to spice up 
my fans life with these spicey 
songs.”

Spice’s popularity and 
demand is undeniable and 
her fans can not get enough. 
“Fans definitely can expect a 
2015 album from me and I 
am extremely excited about 
the next phase in my musical 
career,” she disclosed.

In defining success she said, 

“When I think of success, I 
think of Bob Marley and what 
he has done for the music busi-
ness and the country of Jamai-
ca. Bob Marley is a nation-
al hero and a cultural icon 
who’s accomplishments and 
impact has enhanced Jamai-
ca’s national identity in the 
international community. My 
definition of success is doing 
for Reggae/Dancehall and the 
country of Jamaica what Bob 
Marley did.”

Continued from page 37 
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Habits (Stay High)
Tove Lo

Don’t
Ed Sheeran

Blank Space
Taylor Swift

Animals
Maroon 5

Waves
Mr. Probz

I’m Not The Only One
Sam Smith

Blame
Calvin Harris Feat....

Love Me Harder
Ariana Grande & The Weeknd

Shake It Off
Taylor Swift

Take Me To Church
Hozier 

That’s Christmas To Me
Pentatonix

1989
Taylor Swift

Rock Or Bust
AC/DC

The Dark Side ...
Pink Floyd

In The Lonely Hour
Sam Smith

IThe London Sessions
Mary J. Blige

TALKING IS HARD 
Walk on the Moon

Christmas
Michael Buble

Holiday Wishes
Idina Menzel

PTXmas (EP)
Pentatonix

TOP 10 
SINGLES

Spice’s “So Mi Like It” EP cover art. Photo courtesy of VP Records

Continued from page 37 

Annie

Jamaican Spice

The cast of “Annie” poses, from left, Bobby Cannavale, 
Quvenzhané Wallis, Marty the dog, Cameron Diaz and Ja-
mie Foxx during a photo call at the Crosby Hotel on Thurs-
day, Dec. 4, 2014, in New York. Associated Press / Evan Agostini
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Featuring 
Brand New 
Caribbean 

Menu

Let Us Create 
The Perfect 

Wedding for You
At Affordable 

Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

Wedding Banquets 
And All 
Social Functions

5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn 
(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th Streets)

718-252-4614 VALET PARKING

Serving 
Brooklyn Over 

59 Years

GRAND REOPENING

114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

NOW OPEN FOR

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

Includes a Glass of Sangria or Margarita

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Seafood Soup
Seafood Platter

(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)

Tiramisu
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

KWANZAA
DEC. 26: Happy Kwanzaa! 
Explore this popular cultural 
holiday by learning about its 
importance to many African her-
itage families around the world. 
Make a zawadi or gift to share 
with a friend or family member at 
11:30 a.m. Recommended for ages 
two to five years old. 145 Brooklyn 
Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11213.

TOY DRIVE
DEC. 22: Jumaane Williams invites 
the community to participate in Dis-
trict 45’s holiday toy drive. All toys 
must be in by Dec. 22. Unwarapped 
toys will be collected and given to 
local disadvantage children. Please 
drop off donations at Councilman 
William’s office located at 4517 Ave. 
D, Brooklyn, NY 11203. RSVP by 
contacting Farah Louis at (718) 
629-2900 or email flouis@council.
nyc.gov.

between our mind and our body from 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. This practice 
promotes mental clarity and help to cre-
ate balance in our lives. Yoga can help 
increase flexibility, lower blood pressure 
and improve circulation and respiration, 
plus reduce stress, anxiety and depres-
sion. Please wear comfortable loose-
fitting clothing and plan to arrive 10 
minutes early to settle in. Be sure to let 
your doctor know that you will be par-
ticipating in a yoga class. 206-20 Linden 
Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411.

WED., DEC.24
CHILDREN: Merry Christmas! Explore 
the traditions behind this holiday and 
create a wintry garland to take home at 
11:30 a.m. Recommended for ages two 
to five years of age. 145 Brooklyn Ave., 
Brooklyn, NY 11213.

FRI., DEC. 26
CHILDREN: Happy Kwanzaa! Explore 

this popular cultural holiday by learning 
about its importance to many African 
heritage families around the world. 
Make a zawadi or gift to share with a 
friend or family member at 11:30 a.m. 
Recommended for ages two to five years 
old. 145 Brooklyn Ave., Brooklyn, NY 
11213.

ON-GOING 
CANNED FOOD DRIVE: Councilman 
Jumaane D. Williams and students seek 
help assisting needy families this holiday 
season. Donations will be given to local 
food pantries and charitable organiza-
tions. Donations will be collected at dis-
trict office at 4517 Ave., D in Brooklyn 
until Dec. 22, 2014.

FLOOD RELIEF: Donations are being 
accepted at the Friends of Crown 
Heights Center located at 671 Prospect 
Pl., Brooklyn. Donations will also be 
accepted by Mirtha Colon, a Garifuna 
from Honduras, who operates Hondu-
rans Against Aids out of Casa Yurumein 
in the Bronx. Casa Yurumein is located 

at 874 Prospect Ave. in the South Bronx, 
corner of Westchester Avenue. Anyone 
in the Long Island area who wishes to 
make a donation but cannot drive to 
Brooklyn, please call (347) 488–4395 
to arrange a drop off or to arrange for 
Colon to pick up the donation. Items 
needed include medical supplies, non-
perishable food, clothes, shoes, candles. 
Monetary donations can be made in 
the form of checks or money orders 
addressed to “SVG Community Inc.” 

INSURANCE POLICY REVIEW: Are 
you covered adequately by your home-
owner’s insurance? Are you paying too 
much? Nieghborhood Housing Services 
will review your policy free of cost. 
We also speak to community groups 
about how the changing flood maps 
will impact your policy and flood insur-
ance. For more information, call (718) 
469–4679. Sponsored by Neighborhood 
Housing Services of East Flatbush is 
a not-for-profit housing organization. 
www.nhsnyc.orgSponsored by Neighbor 
Works of America, Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services and Freddie Mac.

PASSPORT APPLICATION CENTER: 
Brooklyn Public Library (BPL) has 
launched a second Passport Application 
Center at the Kings Highway Library 
providing a convenient facility for 
Brooklyn residents and new immigrants 
to apply for passports. Hours are tempo-
rarily set for 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. from 
Monday through Friday and Sunday 
by appointment. The center is closed 
on Saturdays. The library is located at 
2115 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11229. 
To make an appointment, call (718) 
230–2292 or (718) 375–3037 ext. 128.

HOME REPAIR: Is your boiler, water 
main, or roof need fixing? Do you 
need major repairs done but lack the 
finances? Now is the best time to fix 
it. Neighborhood Housing Services of 
East Flatbush, a not-for-profit housing 
organization can assist you. For more 
information on the Home Improvement 
Programs, call (718) 469–4679 or visit 
www.nhsofeastflatbush.org.

FORECLOSURE: Are you behind in 
your mortgage or seeking a modifica-
tion? Come in for free services and 
assistance. We will help you as much as 
possible to keep your home. Referrals 
for free legal assistance are also avail-
able. To schedule an appointment or for 
more information, call (718) 469–4679. 
Sponsored by Neighborhood Housing 
Services of East Flatbush and the Center 
for New York City Neighborhoods, not-
for-profit organizations. www.nhsnyc.
org.

If you have an event that you would 
like to post in Sun Kulcha, please 
email your submission to Caribbean-
life@cnglocal.com. All submissions 
are subject to review by the editor.

 — compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

FRI., DEC. 19
COMEDY: Come and see actor / 
comic Bob Greenberg (“Old Jews Tell-
ing Jokes”) comedian/author/ pundit 
Leighann Lord (“DICT Jokes”)  and 
comedians Dave Lester  (TV One’s 
“Who’s Got Jokes with Bill Bellamy”) 
& Joe Rocha  (Galavisions !”Que Loco 
!”). Both shows will feature “No Name” 
house band The Summer Replacements” 
including Carl (BabyFreak) Fortunato) 
and Fernando (Dr. Sandman) Morales 
Gonzalez. At the standard NN@ Ottos 
start time of 7:00 p.m. No cover, no min-
imum. Otto’s is located at 538 E 14th St. 
(Cross streets: Between avenues A and 
B) “L” subway train to First Avenue. For 
more information, call (212) 228-2240 
or go to: www.ottosshrunkenhead.com/.

TOY DRIVE: Join District Leader Olan-
ike Alabi and Kings County Democratic 
Chairman Frank Seddio, 57th A.D. Dem-
ocratic Organization, A. Phillip Ran-
dolph Institue (APRI), elected officials 
and labor unions for a holiday party and 
toy drive in support of the children of 
the Lafayette Gardens Public Housing 
Development from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
240 Dekalb Ave., Brooklyn. Please bring 
unwrapped toys.

FRI., DEC. 19 - SUN., DEC. 21
PERFORMANCE: Soul Nativity tells 
the story of the nativity in an innovative 
and musically charged way, employing 
a score heavily influenced by classic 
R&B and Soul acts. As part of HSA’s 
season dedicated to Harlem, all of the 
musical arrangements are inspired by 
famous acts that have played The Apollo. 
The show features no fewer than 26 
HSA theatre and dance students, musi-
cal direction from Jeffrey Bolding (of 
the Abyssinian Baptist Church), guest 
appearances from The Daughter’s of the 
Flame, the incredible music of Tomas 
Doncker and Global Soul, and the 
Harlem Japanese Gospel Choir. Tickets: 
$20 in advance at www.hsanyc.org/soul-
nativity. $25 at the door/$15 students 
and seniors. Showtime: Friday, Dec 19, 
7:00 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 20 • 3:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 21 • 3:00 
p.m. 645 St. Nicholas Ave., New York, 
NY 10030.

MON., DEC.22
TOY DRIVE: Jumaane Williams invites 
the community to participate in District 
45’s holiday toy drive. All toys must be 
in by Dec. 22. Unwarapped toys will be 
collected and given to local disadvantage 
children. Please drop off donations at 
Councilman William’s office located at 
4517 Ave. D, Brooklyn, NY 11203. RSVP 
by contacting Farah Louis at (718) 629-
2900 or email flouis@council.nyc.gov.

RHYTHM & FLOW YOGA: Join 
EmblemHealth for Vinyasa yoga class 
which teaches us to create a union 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS
DEC. 24: Merry Christmas! Explore 
the traditions behind this holiday 
and create a wintry garland to take 
home at 11:30 a.m. Recommended 
for ages two to five years of age. 145 
Brooklyn Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11213.
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The Caribbean Diaspora’s #1 Public Affairs Radio Program

“Diplomatically 
Speaking”

with 
Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger

Former Jamaican Consul General

Tune in to hear from the leaders in finance, 
U.S. federal and local government, 

CARICOM Ministers and Heads of State...
Diplomats... Business Leaders...

The talk that keeps you 
updated and up to speed.

Sponsored by

Sundays
4-5pm

93.5 FM

Also listen at tunein.com

entertainment broadcast the pageant 
live last Sunday from 10:00 a.m. New 
York time. 

Husain, who also qualified as one of 
the top five contestants in the Beauty 
With A Purpose segment — the most 
important aspect of the pageant — 
spoke passionately at several forums, 
about her platform, Domestic Violence, 
which she said she experienced first 
hand.

And for the first time in the history 
of the pageant, all five contestants in 
this category were declared winners 
because of their impactful presenta-
tions in this particular segment.

In a video clip posted on the Face-
book just after the pageant, the 22-year-
old student stated, “I want to thank you 
all for your love and support. I am still 
in shock that I actually made it to the 
top 10.”

She added, “It has been a whirld-
wind experience of mixed emotions, of 
happiness and sadness. I am proud to 
say that I represented Guyana and you 
beautiful people of Guyana. I would not 
have been here without your support.”

Husain then congratulated Miss 
South Africa, Miss World 2014 Rolene 
Strauss, and said that the winner had 
the power in her hands and she knows 
that she would do well in her reign.

The reigning Miss World Caribbean 
Rafieya Husain, who was chaperoned 

by franchise holder, Natash Blu Martin-
dale, competed in the Dances of World 
and Beach Fashion segments, wearing 
costumes created by Guyanese-born, 
international fashion designer Roger 
Gary.

She also showcased clothing designed 
by world-renown and Guyanese-born 
designer, Michelle Cole.

In a statement, Gary congratulated 
the winner, and noted that success 
does not come easily and without hard 
work, before thanking the new Miss 
World Guyana team for their outstand-
ing work.

Continued from page 37 

Guyanese beauty queen

Miss World Guyana, Rafi eya Husain.
Photo courtesy of Miss World Guyana.

8705 5

MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 12/31/14

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

FOR THE SEAMSTRESS 
IN THE FAMILY
A PERFECT GIFT FOR THE HOLIDAYS

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

FREE W
IFI

Stephen Finger, M.D. 718-692-1515
866-KELOIDS      877-EARLOBE
        (535-6437)                  (327-5623)
Board Certifi ed Otolaryngology
Ear, Nose & Throat – Facial Plastic Surgery

2256 Hendrickson Street 
(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)
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$0DOWN 
AVAILABLE 

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

888-485-4647

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
888-925-4647

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Offers subject to primary lender approval which may affect rate and or payment.  
Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

NAVI

2006 INFINITI 
G35X AWD

$8995BUY
FOR

Stk #U4897, 73,517 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof, leather, htd seats, alloys, cd

$28,995
BUY FOR

$29,995
BUY FOR

$31,995
BUY FOR

$33,995
BUY FOR

$34,995
BUY FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37X 
AWD

Stk #U4758, 13,484 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, leather,
moonroof, Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts.

2012 INFINITI
M37X
AWD

Stk #U4833, 48,742 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, sunroof,
back up cam, Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts.

2010 INFINITI 
EX35
AWD

Stk #U4773, 44,478 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, moonroof,
leather, heated seats, Bluetooth. 

$22,995
BUY FOR

$23,995
BUY FOR

$23,995
BUY FOR

2011 INFINITI
EX35 
AWD

Stk #U4872, 19,514 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof,
leather, memory, heated sts., Bluetooth.

2011 INFINITI
EX35 
AWD

Stk #U4832, 42,787 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, leather,
Bluetooth, memory, heated sts., back up cam

2012 INFINITI 
FX35 
AWD

Stk #U4846, 25,165 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, 
nav, moonroof, leather, heated sts., 

Bluetooth, memory sts.

2012 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4841, 15,762 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, nav, moon-
roof, leather, heated/cooled memory sts., Blue-

tooth, back up cam. 

2011 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4834, 25,165 mi., V6, auto, air, 
moonroof, leather, back up cam, 

memory & htd sts., 

$28,995
BUY FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37
COUPE
AWD

Stk #U4911, 24,472 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, leather,
moonroof, premium pkg, htd/memory sts., Bluetooth 

$17,995
BUY FOR

2011 KIA
SPORTAGE
EX 
AWD

Stk #1594, 51,124 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, pano roof,
leather, Bluetooth, back up cam, htd/cooled sts. 

$7995
BUY FOR

2003 TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER

Stk #2737, 64,919 mi., V6, auto, air, leather,
power, htd sts., alloys, cd, casette

NAVI NAVI NAVI

2011 NISSAN
ROGUE
SV 
AWD

Stk #1596, 26,143 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, full
power, cd, folding sts., pwr seat, sunroof,

Bluetooth, Alloys. 

$12,995
BUY FOR

$17,995
BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
NV200 
SV

Stk #U4902, 14,154 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, navi-
gation, back up cam, Bluetooth, 

full power rear glass

$17,995
BUY FOR

2014 NISSAN
VERSA 

Stk #1429, 884 mi. 4 cyl, auto, air, cd, cruise,
tilt, balance of factory warranty.

2008 NISSAN
ALTIMA
2.5 S

Stk #1606, 71,380 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air,
alloys, full power, cd, Bluetooth. 

$9995
BUY FOR

$13,995
BUY FOR

2009 TOYOTA
CAMRY
XLE

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, nav, 
moonroof, lthr, heated/power sts. 

NAVI NAVI

**

884 MILES

$15,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
SV 
2500 

Stk #1608, 58,797 mi., Commercial Van, V6,
auto, air, partition, side & rear glass. 

$16,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
ALTIMA
SL

Stk #1444, 30,457 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, sunroof,
lthr, heated sts., back up cam, Bluetooth. 

2011 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 
SILVER 
EDT. 4X4

Stk #1632, 37,879 mi., V6, auto, air, leather,
heated sts., pwr pedals, back up cam, Bluetooth

$20,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
ALTIMA
COUPE

Stk #1568, 16,139 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, nav, lthr, moon-
roof, spoiler, Bluetooth. 

$17,995

$18,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
JUKE SL
AWD

Stk #1567, 25,770 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, nav, 
sunroof, lthr, Bluetooth, back up cam. 

BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
MURANO 
SV AWD

Stk #1644, 23,169 mi., V6, auto, air, panoramic roof,
bluetooth, alloys, back up cam. 

$19,995

$23,995
BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 
SV AWD

Stk #1565, 27,419 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, 3 rows, Blue-
tooth, full power, alloys, back up cam. 

$27,995
BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
MAXIMA SV 
PREMIUM 
TECH

Stk #1587, 7,632 mi., V6, auto, nav, leather, 
htd sts., Bluetooth, back up cam, panoroof, 

rear shade, music box. 

BUY FOR
NAVI

$16,995
BUY FOR

2010 NISSAN
PATHFINDER
S 4X4

Stk #1640, 40,253 mi., V6, auto, air, alloys, 
Bluetooth, 3 rows

NAVI

NAVIMEMORY SEAT

3 ROWS

HUGE CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED INVENTORYHUGE CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

$0DOWN 
AVAILABLE  

KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

NAVI

SUNROOF

2011 HONDA
ACCORD
EX-L

Stk #U4771, 21,889 mi., V6, auto, air,
sunroof, lthr, htd & memory power

sts., Bluetooth.

$17,995
BUY FOR

2007 GMC
YUKON
DENALI

Stk #U4908, 60,399 mi., V8, auto, air,
navigation, lthr, moonroof, Bluetooth,

back up cam, htd/memory sts.

$22,995
BUY FOR

2011 LEXUS
RX350
AWD

Stk #U4896, 57,969 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof,
leather, Bluetooth, heated & memory sts., 

back up cam

$26,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
SENTRA
SR

Stk #1490, 12,991 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, 
full power, cd, aero body kit, Bluetooth,

$11,995
BUY FOR

SUNROOF
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Patrick Horne
The field for the 2015 CONCACAF 

Gold Cup, the biennial national tour-
nament to determine the best team 
in CONCACAF (Confederation of 
North, Central America and Carib-
bean Association Football) is pretty 
much set with the completion of the 

area’s inter-regional championship 
tournaments completed. The Gold 
Cup is played every two years dur-
ing the month of July in cities across 
the USA.

The Gold Cup brings together the 
top four teams each from the Carib-
bean and Central America, the three 

North America teams and a final 
berth goes to the winner of a home-
and-away series between the fifth-
placed finishers from the Caribbean 
and Central America. Next summer, 
the tournament is scheduled for July 
7-26, 2015.

Jamaica, T&T, Haiti & Cuba in line up

Continued on Page 46

By Azad Ali
Trinidad & Tobago and West Indies 

mystery spinner Sunil Narine has been 
included in the West Indies 30-man 
squad for next year’s World Cup in New 
Zealand and Australia.

Narine, who was pulled from the 
abandoned tour of Indian recently after 
being reported for a suspect bowling 
action during the Champions League 
Twenty20, was among eight Trinidad 
& Tobago players who made the provi-
sional squad which must be cut to 15 
by Jan. 7 next year.

Fast bowler Ravi Rampaul, who 
played two ODIs during the tour of 

By Robert Elkin
Morquiez Headley came through as 

expected to lead Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity of New Jersey to a decent perform-
ance in the Christmas Classic conducted 
by the Fordham University Track and Field 
team at the Lombardi Center Fieldhouse 
in The Bronx.

Headley, a junior, edged Phil Reid of 
Providence and Joshua Olayinka of New 
Jersey Institute of Technology in a hand 
time of 8.4 to 8.5 in the final race of the 

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Morquiez Headley.
 Photo by Larry Levanti

Honduras’ Wilson Palacios, left, fi ghts for the ball with Jamaica’s Rodolph Austin during a 2014 World Cup 
qualifying soccer match in Kingston, Jamaica. Associated Press / Collin Reid

FDU athlete 
captures 
hurdles

Narine named in 
Windies World 

Cup squad

GOLD CUP GOLD CUP 
FIELD SETFIELD SET
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Recently, the 2014 Caribbean cham-
pionship was won by host Jamaica when 
it defeated arch-rival Trinidad and Toba-
go. In Central America, at the com-
pletion of that tournament (UNCAF), 
which was played in the USA earlier in 
the year, Costa Rica defeated Guatemala 
in the final.

The previous Gold Cup champions, 
all from North America - six time win-
ner Mexico, five-time winner and cur-
rent champion USA and Canada, which 
won the tournament once - are all in 
the current field since they are always 
automatic qualifiers.

The 11 teams which qualified so far 
for the 2015 CONCACAF Gold Cup are 
Canada, Mexico and the USA; the top 
four teams from the Caribbean (CFU), 
champion Jamaica, runner-up Trinidad 
and Tobago, third-place finisher Haiti 
and Cuba; and the best four teams from 
Central America, which are champion 
Costa Rica, second-placed Guatemala, 
Panama and  El Salvador. 

The final berth will be determined 
when the two fifth-placed teams from 
the Caribbean and Central America - 
French Guiana and Honduras - respec-
tively, play a home-and-away series on 
March 25 at French Guiana and at Hon-
duras on March 29, 2015.

Thirteen venues will host the games. 
CONCACAF President Jeffrey Web issued 
a statement regarding the hosting of the 
2015 Gold Cup. “We would like to thank 
all cities and venues across the United 
States — and in fact North America as a 
whole — for their continued interest in 
our Confederation’s marque event, the 
Gold Cup. We congratulate those which 
have been selected to host the 2015 edi-
tion,” said the CONCACAF President. 
“The explosive growth of the game 
across CONCACAF has been on display 

recently on the world’s stage, and we 
now look forward to bringing this suc-
cess home to our regional fans during 
our premier tournament.”

The venues that will host the games 
next July include MLS team FC Dallas’ 
Toyota Stadium, which will host the 
kick-off game on July 7 featuring the 
defending champion USA. Toronto FC’s 
BMO Field is among the stadiums and 
marks the first time a Gold Cup game 
will be played in Canada. Other MLS 
stadiums that will host games are MLS 

champion Los Angeles Galaxy’s Stub-
Hub Center, New England Revolution’s 
Gillette Stadium, Houston Dynamo’s 
BBVA Compass Stadium and Sporting 
Kansas City’s Sporting Park. 

The other host cities are Atlanta 
(The Georgia Dome), Baltimore (M&T 
Bank Stadium), Boston (Gillette Sta-
dium), Charlotte (Bank of America Sta-
dium), Chicago (Soldier Field), New 
York (MetLife Stadium), Philadelphia 
(Lincoln Financial Field) and Phoenix 
(University of Phoenix). 

60-meter hurdles in the initial meet of 
the indoor season.

He did not reach his personal best 
time of the winter season set last year 
when he was clocked in 8.5.

“It was his first time out this sea-
son, just to get over the hurdles, and 
work out the kincks” said assistant track 
coach Leroy Solomon, who was last 
year coaching at Long Island University. 
“That was the goal for today (this meet). 
”That was accomplished). He started off 
faster this year (than he did last year). 
He has improved already.”

He had to sit out his first season here 
at Fairleigh Dickinson for personal rea-
sons, and according to NCAA rules and 
regulations.

The two-sport athlete’s father Oral 
Headley originally hails from Jamaica, 
West Indies, liked to play cricket, and did 
so when he resided in the Caribbeans. 

Before a meet like the Fordham spon-
sored one recently. Oral would talk to 
his son and tell him to try to do his best 
that he can in every meet that he is 
entered into  and not to leave any single 
meet with anything on the track.

Soloman is in his first year at Fair-
leigh Dickinson University.

“It was timed for me to move over,” 
he added.

Leroy Soloman is the son of Fitz Roy 
Soloman, who is originally from Guy-
ana, but according to Leroy Fitz Roy 
might have competed in cricket, but did 
not run, in Guyana.

 “This is our first meet to see where 
everybody is,” said Leroy Solomon “Dur-
ing the fall, or during the cross country 
season, athletes who weren’t on the har-
rier squad trained to prepare themselves 
for the winter.”

“My goal this year is to score as many 
points for my team as I can to help the 
team out, and do my best,” he added 
after his race in the Christmas Classic.

“Headley’s goal for the season is to 
qualify for the IC4A meet and for his 
team to win the Conference (the North-
east championships) in the hurdles,” 
said the new assistant coach. 

In January, Headley and the rest of 
his team members will be competing 
in the Terrier Classic Meet in Boston to 
highlight the month.

India in October before the series was 
canceled because of a wage despite 
between the West Indies Players Asso-
ciation (WIPA) and the West Indies 
Cricket Board (WICB), was surpris-
ingly left out of the squad.

The other Trinidadians in the squad 
are Dwayne and Darren Bravo, Denesh 
Ramdin, Kieron Pollard and Lendl 
Simmons, who were also part of the 
West Indies ODI squad in India. 

Narine was not included in the West 
Indies team for the current tour of 

South Africa and has not taken part in 
the Professional Cricket League four-
day tournament for Trinidad & Tobago 
which started recently.

Last month the WICB advised that 
Narine had requested that he be per-
mitted to take full responsibility for 
the rehabilitation of his bowling.

Narine is currently engaged in reme-
dial work in Trinidad & Tobago.

Continued from page 45 

Continued from page 45 

Continued from page 45 

West Indies spinner Sunil Narine. 
 Associated Press / Aijaz Rahi

Guatemala’s Wilson Lalin, left, and Costa Rica’s Jonathan Moya battle for the ball during the second half of a Cen-
tral American Cup Tigo USA 2014 fi nal soccer match, earlier this year, in Los Angeles. Costa Rica won 2-1. 
 Associated Press / Mark J. Terrill

2015 CONCACAF Gold Cup

Windies World Cup team

Hurdles
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West Indies selectors recalled 
33-year-old Devon Sheldon Smith to 
tour South Africa after Chris Gayle 
pulled out of the Test series. Smith who 
was born in Grenada played 33 Tests 
scoring one century against England at 
Sabina Park in Jamaica. Smith will be 
hoping to build on his weak record. It 
will be testing for Smith returning to 
Test cricket after his last Test match in 
2011 against Pakistan.

SAMUEL BADREE SHOULD 
PLAY TEST CRICKET 

Trinidad and Tobago’s right-arm 
spinner Samuel Badree who plays only 
Twenty20 cricket for the West Indies 
should be introduced to Test cricket. 
Badree is a wicket taker and a very skill-
ful one. The West Indies tour of South 
Africa should have included players 
that are new to the Test arena. Despite 
the quick wickets in South Africa, a 
clever spinner can cause chaos for bats-
men. 

Sulieman Benn is the only recog-
nised spinner on tour. While Marlon 
Samuels bowls very well in One-day 
International and Twenty20 he should 
not be used much in Test because he 
will be batting at number three. Trem-
aine Blackwood, the middle-order bats-
man who has shown some class as a 
batsman, should not be forced into too 
much off-break bowling. 

Two specialist spinners for the Test 
matches should have been named for 
this tour of South Africa. The West 
Indies cannot compare with the South 
African pace attack. 

WEST INDIES ITINERARY IN 
SOUTH AFRICA

Dec 11 to 21: First Test match 
in Centurion
Dec 26 to 30: Second Test match 
in Port Elizabeth
Jan 2 to 6: Third Test match in 
Cape Town
Jan 9: First Twenty20 in 
Cape Town 

Jan 11: Second Twenty20 in 
Johannesburg
Jan 14: Third Twenty20 in Durban
Jan 16: First ODI in Durban
Jan 18: Second ODI in 
Johannesburg
Jan 21: Third ODI in east London
Jan 25: Fourth ODI in Port 
Elizabeth
Jan 28: Fifth ODI in Centurion

West Indies Vs England
April 13-17: First Test match in 
Antigua
April 21-25: Second Test match 
in Grenada
May 1-5: Third Test match in 
Barbados

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

Devon Sheldon 
Smith is back

Receive $15 off your next service  
when you donate a coat this winter! 

Donations collected by

at the Kings County Showroom

C O U N T Y

†

$399

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #CA1506,  
 VIN FN504810, MSRP $25,790.  
Lease for $169/mo. for 39 mos.  
@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 sec. deposit.  
1st month’s payment of $169 due at signing. 
$3,000 factory rebate included.

$169LEASE
FOR

PER 
MO.
PP

* N E W  2 0 1 5 

CHRYSLER 200
Heated Seats/Mirrors, Leather Steering Wheel, Remote Start

LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 5  J E E P

GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED 4X4

Navigation, Heated Leather Seats, HD Radio

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338

Auto, 3.6L V6. Stk #JT376, VIN FC708668,  
MSRP $40,935. Lease for $399/mo. for 39 mos. @  

10,000 miles/yr. $0 sec. deposit. 1st month’s payment  
of $399 due at signing. $1,000 factory rebate included.

†Must bring in coat upon arrival to dealership to qualify for this offer.  *Lessee may be responsible for excess wear 
and tear at lease end. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. See dealer 

for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Exp 12/31/14.

$179LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 5  J E E P

CHEROKEE LATITUDE 4X4

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT108, VIN FW523627,  
MSRP $27,690. Lease for $179/mo. for 39 mos.  
@ 10,000 miles/yr. $0 sec. deposit. $1,995 due  
at signing. $2,000 factory rebate included.

Uconnect w/Bluetooth, Roof Rails, Fog Lights

PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

C O U N T Y

BROOKLYNCHRYSLER.COM  866-906-8338

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

t i

Holiday Drive

*

*

$0 Down$0 Down

$0 Down$0 Down

West Indies’ batsman Devon Smith 
plays a shot during the fi rst day of the 
third test cricket match between Sri 
Lanka and West Indies in Pallekele, 
Sri Lanka, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2010.
(AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena) 
 Eranga Jayawardena

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BAY RIDGE NISSAN

Experience
BAY RIDGE NISSAN 

Certified Pre-Owned

�� We Carry All Makes/Models
�� 1 Year Maintenance Included(3)

�� 4000+ Cars Sold Each Year
�� 160 Point Safety Inspection

�� Buy with Confi dence
�� Luxury for Less
�� Extended Warranties 
 up to 8yr/100K(3)

�� We hand-select only the
 best off-lease & trade-in
 vehicles from our
 18-dealership network

LARGE INDOOR SHOWROOM

See dealer for benefi ts of 
Bay Ridge Certifi ed Program

0%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE(5)

$169
$19,495

New 2015 Altima 2.5 S

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. MSRP: $23,695. Model#13115. Vin# 
FC127074. Stk#800030. $1,000 Finance Cash included (1)

2 OR MORE AT THIS PRICE per mo 
36 mos
$595
DownLease for

Buy for

See Dealer
for Additional

Rebate(3)

$21,495
$199

New 2014 Rogue Select AWD

Auto, 4cyl, a/c, p/s/b. MSRP: $23,465. Model#29014. Vin# 
EW722031. Stk#701838. $500 Finance Cash included (1)

2 OR MORE AT THIS PRICE
per mo 
36 mos
$595
DownLease for

Buy for

See Dealer
for Additional

Rebate(3)

One Price...Our Best Price!

Come See Why We’re Selling 
More Cars than Ever.

    FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!

 $0 DOWN WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! (2)

Price includes all costs except tax, tags, DMV fees. Leases are closed end. Lessee resp for excess wear/tear/maint. All rebates/incentives to dlr and subj to tax. (1) Avail when you fi nance thru NMAC. Offer valid only when fi nanced thru Nissan Motor Acceptance Corporation. Subj to credit 
approval. Avail on purchase. Must take delivery from new dlr stock. (2) Must take from dealer stock. (3) Available. See dlr for details. Subject to residency restrictions. (4) For qual buyers based on primary lender approval. (5) Up to 72 mos for qual buyers. TTL/Residual: (‘15 Altima) 
$6,084/$13,270, (‘14 Rogue) $7,164/$13,845. Due at signing = $595 Down + 1st month payment + bank fee $595, sales tax, tags, DMW fees. Available Lease based on 12k miles/yr, $0.15 per mile thereafter.  Special offers may not be combined with any other offers. Offer exp 12/25/14. 

5THAvenue and 65TH Street, Brooklyn, NY | 888-815-4441 | BayRidgeNissan.com | DMV#7076824   NYC DCA Lic. #698282

SALES AND SERVICE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  |  Showroom Hours: Mon to Thurs 9am - 9pm  |  Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |   Sat: 9:00am - 6:00pm  |  Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

THEME: THE WILD WEST

ACROSS
1. French pancake

6. Trig function

9. *The steam ____motive 

drove Western growth

13. Flotsam and jetsam alter-

native

14. Earned at Kellogg School of 

Management

15. In any degree at all, archa-

ic

16. Discrimination against eld-

erly people

17. Black gold

18. Traction aid

19. *Spaghetti _______

21. *Precursor to cowboy

23. Type of tree

24. Cough syrup balsam

25. Contrary conjunction

28. Heracles’ wife

30. Methane or carbon diox-

ide, e.g.

35. “Put a lid __ __!”

37. Russian mountain chain

39. Lorry in America

40. Capital of Norway

41. Special Administrative 

Region of China

43. Tubular pasta

44. Rock bottom

46. *____ Party, Manifest Des-

tiny opponent

47. Norse deity and husband 

of Frigg

48. Shoe hole

50. Audio bounce-back

52. Lt.’s inferior, in the Navy

53. Frequenter

55. ___ de Triomphe

57. *Type of Wild West wagon

61. Metallurgy factory

65. Run off to wed

66. Female sheep

68. “_____ two shoes”

69. RAF member

70. Spring mo.

71. Plural of ostium

72. A chronic drinker, pl.

73. *Billy the Kid’s was less 

than 20 when killing his first

74. Lofty homes

DOWN
1. Bird weapon

2. Angry display

3. Shining armor

4. Fusilli, e.g.

5. Catch in a net

6. Ke$ha’s 2012 hit

7. ___-Wan

8. Artillery burst

9. Beauty or babe

10. Curved molding

11. Blacken

12. Football great ____ Gra-

ham

15. *Jury did it to Wild Bill Hick-

ock after famous gunfight

20. Watery discharge from eyes 

or nose

22. Priestly garb

24. *She often worked in one 

room in Old West

25. *The Wilderness Road trail-

blazer

26. “Take it back!”

27. Found over “n” in Spanish

29. Brightly colored and showy, 

Scottish

31. Rice-like pasta

32. *Sacagawea, e.g.

33. To ___ __ a play

34. *They were often traded

36. Work hard

38. Nonclerical

42. Early Irish alphabet

45. Bemoan

49. Triple ___ loop in skating

51. ______ Trail, spanning 

east-west

54. Swelling

56. Intimate

57. Large edible mushrooms 

with a brown cap

58. Assortment

59. Unit V

60. “Iliad,” e.g.

61. Bone-dry

62. Marines’ toy recipients

63. Prep for publication

64. Swedish shag rugs

67. Tail action
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