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*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of 
Health Marketplace October 15, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus 
than any other health plan!*”l

Find out why at the opening 
of our new community 
offi ce in Brooklyn!

For more information please call: 
1.866.303.9629 or visit us at 
www.metroplus.org

Nov. 15 – Feb. 15 is your chance to enroll in a NY State of Health Marketplace plan.

MetroPlus Health Plan
Brooklyn Community Offi  ce

2221 Church Avenue
between Flatbush and Bedford Avenues

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15
9:00 AM – 7:00 PM

FREE GIFTS ALL DAY!
(while supplies last)

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday – Friday, 9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Saturday, 10:00 A.M. – 7:00 P.M.
Closed Sundays

Learn about no-cost or low-cost health 
insurance options available through the 
NY State of Health Marketplace.



Caribbean Life, Nov. 14-20, 2014 A3��BQ

Let’s celebrate the 
next generation of  

Caribbean Americans 

Caribbean Americans are a vital 
national resource, creating 
employment, commercial, and 
cultural opportunities, while 

empowering communities with a force 
as compelling as the oceanic heritage 
of our ancestors.

Caribbean Life and DiasporaDash-
board.com are mindful of these con-
tributions, and proud to dedicate a 
special edition highlighting the unique 
accomplishments of some of these gift-
ed people. 

They are a new generation, with 
ideas and talents to match.

Our “40 Under 40” publication show-
cases 40 of Caribbean America’s best 
and brightest, including a gifted jew-
elry designer who’s collection appears 
at Macy’s, a social worker who holds the 
hands of families making the transition 

from homeless shelters to their own 
homes, twin brothers who have become 
titans of the insurance business, and 
an award-winning NY1 reporter, just to 
name a few.

Some of them have conquered 
extraordinary obstacles on their per-
sonal and professional journeys. Others 
have paved the way for future genera-
tions to succeed with confidence. 

Yet all of them have demonstrated a 
commitment to hard work, attention to 
duty, and love of community that has 
inspired, educated, healed, and uplifted 
innumerable people.

They are making today and tomor-
row better than yesterday for all of us. 
We thank them for that, and hope that 
you, our faithful readers, will enjoy 
reading their stories as much as we did 
bringing them to you.

40
under

40

Congratulates his ex-dancer
Keisha Laren Clarke Gray

on this Prestigious
Caribbean Life 40 under 40 award

50 Chestnut Street, Rochester, NY 14604  
(585) 454-3260 info@garthfagandance.org

Garth Fagan &

is proud to congratulate 

Kimeta Straker
on receiving the 

40 under 40 Award 
sponsored by 

Caribbean Life Newspapers and 
DiasporaDashboard.com

María D. Martínez, Assistant Vice Provost 

Institute for Student Success www.iss.uconn.edu 
“providing  undergraduate  students with the  tools for success” 

is proud to congratulate

Kimeta Straker
on receiving the

40 under 40 Award
sponsored by

Caribbean Life Newspapers and
DiasporaDashboard.com

María D. Martinez, Assistant Vice Provost
Institute for Student Success • www.iss.uconn.edu

“providing undergraduate students with the tools for success”
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Thank you to the sponsors 
of the 40 Under 40 awards

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

A great deal is being made these 
days, and rightfully so, about the stra-
tegic importance of the diaspora and 
its potential role in the development 
of countries of origin.  No less so for 
the Caribbean diaspora—or perhaps, 
even more critically important for 
struggling small island nations, like 
those in the region.

But how do we address generational 
and demographic shifts within the 
diaspora?  How do we engage post-
first generation youth and make them 
a part of the program?  Why should 
American-born children of Carib-
bean parents identify with their par-
ents’ homelands?  Are cultural roots 
enough to keep them connected?

How do we convey that their value 
to the region is not merely measured 
in terms of their remittance potential?  
How do we access their skill sets and 
their knowledge without having to 
place them on the ground in the Car-
ibbean, an unlikely possibility for most 
of these young professionals—many 
of whom are American-born?  

These are some of the key questions 
that will need to be addressed if the 
Caribbean diaspora movement is to 
be sustainable.  The Global Diaspora 
Initiative launched by the U.S. State 
Department in 2010 has been effec-
tive in putting “diaspora engagement” 
on the map and has brought together 
thought leaders and community rep-
resentatives from across every immi-
grant grouping.  The experiences of 
successful diaspora movements, such 
as the Israeli-, Chinese-, Indian-, 
and Irish-Americans, could be very 
instructive to Caribbean policy mak-
ers and diaspora groups.  

The young professionals being hon-
ored at this year’s Caribbean Life 40 
Under 40 Awards are examples of the 

quality and breadth of expertise with-
in the diaspora. We find that they are 
in a cross-section of industry; they 
are technology entrepreneurs; they 
are artists; they are bankers; they are 
scientists; they are social workers; and 
more.  

They proudly acknowledge their 
Caribbean roots and we see in them 
an evolved paradigm of what it could 
mean to give back to the homeland 
as they connect through technolo-
gy.  They are, indeed, key connectors 
between Caribbean and the world. 
They must be an essential component 
of Caribbean diaspora movement as 
they are the key to its sustainability; 
as well as a reservoir for fresh ideas 
and innovation.  

Tonight they stand and are being 
counted.  

DiasporaDashboard.com is thrilled 
to salute them and we offer them our 
heartfelt congratulations.

Stand Up and Be Counted!

Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger
Business Analyst

Senior Advisor, Caribbean Life
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MACY’S IS PROUD TO CONGRATULATE

MATEO 
BIJOUX

past participant of  

The Workshop At Macy’s 

ON BEING SELECTED FOR

CARIBBEAN LIFE’S  
4O UNDER 4O AWARDS!
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Tr i n i d a d i a n -
born Natasha 
Andrews moved 
to New York in 

1995, where she pur-
sued a modeling career 
and a degree in digital 
media arts. 

In 1998, she turned 
her attention to the Car-
ibbean music industry. 
Under her management, 
the 12-member soca 
band, Cloud IX, then 
one of the youngest and 
most popular groups in 
New York, toured the 
United States and Trini-
dad and Tobago.

Soca artiste Postman 
independently released 
Andrews’ first album, 
which sold more than 
5,000 copies.

In 2005, Andrews 
started Mastamind Pro-
ductions, a music pro-
duction and consulting 
company, with award-
winning producer/com-
poser Shawn Masta-
mind Noel. 

In 2008, she became 
ill with ovarian cancer, 
but she never slowed 
down. 

Andrews used her 
knowledge of the Car-
ibbean music industry 
to counsel Caribbean 
artiste residing in U.S. 
pro bono to help jump 
start their careers.  

Under her manage-
ment, Mastamind Pro-
ductions has released 
more than 30 albums, 

including several parang 
albums.

From his grand-
mother’s kitchen 
in his native St. 
Lucia to some of 

New York City’s most cel-
ebrated restaurants, chef 
and culinary ambassador 
Shorne Benjamin has 
had plenty of experience 
with the traditional, and 
not-so-traditional, tech-
niques and bright flavors 
of island cuisine. 

Since early childhood, 
he’s enjoyed cooking for 
many people with diverse 
tastes and culinary pref-
erences.  

He experimented with 
rich, exotic flavors and 
eventually developed his 
signature flair - an art 
form and culinary sensa-
tion he’s called “New Age 
Caribbean.” It can sim-
ply be defined as a Car-
ibbean-inspired fusion of 
world flavors and concep-
tual cooking. 

With a strong entre-
preneurial spirit, passion 
and dreams of owning 

his own restaurant, Ben-
jamin settled in New York 
and pursued a finance 
degree before following 
his passion for culinary 
arts.  

In 2009, he graduated 
as a certified chef from 
the prestigious French 
Culinary Institute, New 
York.

His cuulinary high-
lights include: Co-found-
er of ShorCulinaire Inc., 
Private Chef and Catering 
Services.

Benjamin worked 
alongside renowned Mas-
ter Chef Jean George, 

owner of the popular 
ABC Restaurant (NYC), 
and Chef James Jermyn 
at the award-winning res-
taurant, Maloney & Por-
celli.  

Benjamin also worked 
with Executive Chef 
James Patterson at the 
well-known Lower East 
Side (NYC) contemporary 
Italian restaurant, called 
Falai. 

NAtAShA ANDREwS
Key advisor to many musical artistes

ShORNE BENjAmiN
Serves a taste of the Caribbean

home country:
trinidad and tobago
education:  
tci college, studied 
digital media arts
occupation:  
senior book produc-
tion editor at john 
wiley and sons inc.
person i admire: 
admires “quite a few 
people, so it’s hard 
to pick one. however 
i will mention jean 
alexander, direc-
tor of the caribbean 
american center of 
Ny. i do not know 
too many people 
who work has hard 
as she does. she is 
always willing to help 
others and makes 
every effort to keep 
the caribbean culture 
alive.”

bio file
home country:
st. lucia
education:
french culinary 
institute, New york 
occupation: 
certified chef
favorite Quote: 
New age caribbean 
cuisine: “… a carib-
bean inspired fusion 
of world flavors and 
conceptual cooking.”

bio file

fort y Under fort y

Tamika Bent was 
born in King-
ston, Jamaica. 
After migrating 

to the U.S., the prover-
bial land of opportunity, 
she planted her roots in 
the Bronx and has been 
a resident of New York 
since then.  

As an undergradu-
ate, Bent studied at the 
State University of New 
York at Albany and in 
2002, graduated magna 
cum laude and Phi Beta 
Kappa with a Bachelor’s 
of Arts in English.  

She pursued legal 
studies at Cornell Law 
School in Ithaca, New 
York, and Université Paris 
I Panthéon Sorbonne 
in Paris, France, earn-
ing, as part of a four-year 
dual degree program, 
both a U.S. Juris Doctor-
ate and a French Master 
en Droit. She has the 
education required to be 
licensed to practice law 
in France. 

In 2007, on the cusp of 
the global financial cri-
sis, Bent started her legal 
career in the New York 
office of Allen & Overy 
LLP, a preeminent Lon-
don-based law firm.   

While at Allen & 
Overy, she was seconded 
to Bank of America Mer-
rill Lynch, an experience 
that provided invaluable 
client-side exposure.  

Bent is an associate 
in the New York office 
of Milbank, Tweed, Had-
ley and McCloy, LLP, an 
elite New York-based law 
firm.  

In her current role, 
she represents large glo-
bal financial institutions 
in connection with a 

wide range of derivative 
transactions and the glo-
bal regulatory reforms 
affecting both over-the-
counter and exchange-
traded derivatives. 

Mateo Bijoux, 
the son of a 
seamstress, 
grew up in 

the tropical paradise of 
Montego Bay, Jamaica.

At the age of 16, 
Bijoux moved to the 
United States to study, 
where he then discov-
ered his true passion for 
the art of jewelry and 
fashion design. In 2009, 
the Mateo New York 
brand was born. 

He develops crea-
tions that are inspired 
by his adopted city, New 
York, and artists such as 
Grace Jones, as well as 
memories of his child-
hood and his moth-
er, who is his eternal 
muse. 

Tough but precious, 

the jewels are naturally 
and characteristically 

nonchalant.
Bijoux produces 

beautiful jewelry that is 

raw by nature but fine 
by their inception.

He admires his moth-
er, Carmel Harris, the 
most: 

“She is a complete 
source of support. She 
is the glue that holds 
everything together. My 
mother is the epitome 
of strength, beauty and 
resilience.”  

tAmikA BENt
A lawyer with a passion for public service

mAtEO BijOUx
Passionate jewelry and fashion designer

home country:
jamaica
education:
cornell law school 
in ithaca, with juris 
doctorate, and 
université paris i 
panthéon sorbonne 
with master en 
droit; 
occupation:  
senior associate 
at the elite New 
york-based law firm 
milbank, tweed, 
hadley and mccloy, 
llp.  
keep me balanced 
to pursue my 
passion in public 
service in spite of a 
very busy schedule.”

bio file
home country:
jamaica
education: 
southern New 
hampshire univer-
sity, Bachelors of 
science in hospital-
ity management
occupation: 
designer
person i admire:
his mother: “she is 
the glue that holds 
everything together.”

bio file

bijoUx prodUces beaUtifUl 
jewelry that is raw by natUre bUt 

fine by their inception.
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Gilbert Bramwell 
is a Jamaican 
small busi-
ness owner. He 

is currently studying for 
his B.S in small business 
and entrepreneurship at 
Devry University of New 
York. 

Rapid Rinse Laundry 
Cleaning Services was 
started in October 2013. 
Bramwell started it with 
a fellow colleague after 
he was asked about 
business ideas that have 
changed how we live.

Rapid rinse is a busi-
ness that provides laun-
dry cleaning and dry-
cleaning services for its 
members, with plans to 
offer more features in 
the near future.

Bramwell chose 
the laundry industry 
because he felt it could 
work with his back-
ground in retail wireless 
customer service. 

While the majority 
of Bramwell’s career 

has been spent working 
for T-Mobile, U.S.A., he 
also worked for Block-
buster Video and par-
ents’ insurance agen-
cy, Peoples Insurance 
Center.

Before becoming an 
owner, he worked in 
wireless retail for 10 
years, with eight years 
in retail management. 

After two years 
as a sales associate, 
Bramwell was promoted 
to assistant store man-
ager and then store 

manager seven months 
later. 

home country: 
jamaica
education: 
owner/founder, rapid 
rinse services, llc
occupation:  
entrepreneur
person i 

admire: “the 
people i admire are 
my parents, dawn 
and Gilbert Bramwell 
sr. my parents have 
owned their own 
insurance agency 
for more than 20 
years, and managed 
to raise four kids. so 
my intentions are to 
continue the tradition 
they have set forth 
with their work ethic 
and dedication to 
uplifting our culture 
through success.”

bio fileRuschell Boone 
is the Queens 
Reporter for 
NY1 News and 

an award winning jour-
nalist. She joined the 
news channel in 2002. 
She also works as a fill-
in anchor and talk show 
host. 

Boone has covered 
many major news sto-
ries, including the 
Sean Bell police shoot-
ing, Hurricane Sandy 
and the overwhelming 
number of homeless 
people living in the sub-
way system.

Her work was recent-
ly recognized by her 
peers. She received the 
2014 award for Best Spot 

News Reporting from 
the New York Associa-
tion of Black Journal-
ists. In addition, she 
won the New York Press 
Club’s 2013 award for 
Best Feature Reporting.

Prior to her arrival 
at NY1, Boone worked 
as a news associate for 
CNBC Business News, 
where she produced 
news updates and wrote 
for several shows.

She went on to CNN, 
where she worked as an 
associate producer and 
assignment editor.

Ruschell is a native 
of Kingston, Jamaica. 
She emigrated to New 
York City as a child 
and attended Richard 
R. Green Junior High 
and Harry S. Truman 
High School in the 
Bronx.

She earned a Bach-
elors of Business Admin-
istration in Accounting 
from Baruch College in 
Manhattan.

RUSChELL BOONE
Dedicated journalist with an eye for details

GiLBERt BRAmwELL
Dedicated to uplifting his culture

fort y Under fort y

boone has covered 
many major news 
stories, inclUding 

the sean bell 
police shooting, 
and hUrricane 

sandy.

home country: 
jamaica
education: 
Baruch college, 
Ba in Business 
management
occupation:  
New york1, queens 
reporter

bio file
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Donald Brown 
currently holds 
the title of man-
aging director 

of System Operations 
at the New York Stock 
Exchange, a 222-year-old 
stock trading institution. 

The New York Stock 
Exchange also known as 
the “Big Board” is one of 
the largest stock exchang-
es in the world by market 
capitalization of its listed 
companies.  

Brown’s team is respon-
sible for the operation and 
system availability of the 
electronic trading system 
used daily to handle 3000 
plus instruments that 
trade at the New York 
Stock Exchange.  

At the exchange, 
Brown has held positions 
of senior quality assur-
ance analyst and direc-
tor of the quality assur-
ance team, where he was 
responsible for ensuring 
quality software systems 
were built and validated 

to provide the function 
intended. 

Brown was born in 
St. Catherine, Jamaica, 
where he lived for the 
first 13 years of his life. 
He migrated to the U.S. 
in 1990, where he attend-
ed Sheepshead Bay High 
School and later went on 
to complete his Bachelors 
in Computer Science at 
Hofstra University.

In 2013, Brown was 
nominated by the New 
York Stock Exchange to 
receive the “Black Achiev-
ers in Industry” award, 
handed out by the Har-

lem YMCA for his accom-
plishments.  

Brown has been mar-
ried to his wife for 15 
years and has three beau-
tiful children, two daugh-
ters and a son. 

home country:
jamaica
education:
hofstra university, 
Bachelors in 
computer science
occupation: 
New york stock 
exchange, sr. quality 
assurance analyst 
and director of the 
quality assurance 
team
person i admire: 
my parents who are 
very familiar with 
hard work and sac-
rifice; they preached 
the importance of 
family. 

bio fileRe e s h e m a h 
Brightley is an 
entrepreneur, 
consultant and 

educator. She recently 
joined the team at Zeno-
Radio as the Caribbean 
regional content admin-
istrator. In her role, she 
is responsible for the Eng-
lish-speaking Caribbean 
region and the Caribbean 
Diaspora in the United 
States and the United 
Kingdom. This position 
allows her to connect 
radio broadcasters in the 
Caribbean and the U.S. 
who focus on the Carib-
bean market.  

As an educator, Bright-
ley is the vice president of 
operations of Sabree Edu-
cation Services, a subsidi-
ary of her event planning 
company, Sabree Special 
Events LLC. 

In this position, she 
trains childcare providers, 
servicing families with 
infants and toddlers; she 
co-facilitates classes for 

parents and their infants/
toddlers and plans fam-
ily oriented events. She 
is also the co-creator of 
the First 2000 Days NY™ 
Campaign and writer for 
her parent blog Sabree-
HarlemParents.com.

As an entrepreneur, 
Brightley decided to shift 
the focus of her event 
planning business from 
the Caribbean entertain-
ment industry to youth. 

Working with the 
youth has always been 
one of her passions; it 
began during her time 
working on the Harlem 
Book Fair. 

REEShEmAh BRiGhtLEY
Shares her passion for youth

DONALD BROwN
Keeps the stock exchange abuzz

home country:
jamaica
education:
hobart & williams 
smith colleges, Ba, 
spanish and hispanic 
studies
occupation:  
entrepreneur, consul-
tant and educator
person i admire: 
“i admire my mother 
because of the 
challenges she’s 
overcome – never 
allowing it to con-
sume her,” Brightly 
says. “she always 
figures out a way to 
work through them 
or have them work 
in her favor some-
how.”
favorite Quote: 
“loving life and dar-
ing to live it” – dr. 
maya angelou

bio file

fort y Under fort y

The Department of History 
at Columbia University 

warmly congratulates 

Professor Natasha Lightfoot 
on her selection by Caribbean Life 

as an honoree for their 
“40 under 40” celebration of 

the next generation of 
Caribbean American Leaders.

The Caribbean Diaspora’s #1 Public Affairs Radio Program

“Diplomatically 
Speaking”

with 
Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger

Former Jamaican Consul General

Tune in to hear from the leaders in finance, 
U.S. federal and local government, 

CARICOM Ministers and Heads of State...
Diplomats... Business Leaders...

The talk that keeps you 
updated and up to speed.

Sponsored by

Sundays
4-5pm

93.5 FM

Also listen at tunein.com
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Keisha Laren 
Clarke Gray is 
proud to be one 
of the blessed 

40 Under 40 honored 
this year. She was born 
and raised in Brooklyn 
to two lovely Jamaican 
parents, Lance and Jen-
nifer Clarke.  

Clarke Gray graduat-
ed from California Insti-
tute of the Arts with a 
BFA in Dance. 

Her other training 
is from Gotta Dance 
Inc., Jamaica School 
of Dance, La Guardia 
High School of Music 
& Art and Performing 
Arts, Alvin Ailey Ameri-
can Dance Center and 
London Contemporary 
Dance School. She is a 
performing artist, cho-
reographer and dance 
instructor. 

Having been a mem-
ber of the inaugural 
cast of “The Lion King” 
in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, Clarke Gray later 

became “Swing- Dance 
Captain,” covering mul-
tiple roles, as well as 
teaching them to others 
in the show with “The 
Lion King” on Broadway 
and The National Tour.  

Clarke Gray toured 
worldwide with Garth 
Fagan Dance and Lula 
Washington Dance The-
atre. 

She is a former Hal 
Jackson Talented Teen 
and later became the 
choreographer/ direc-
tor of the Hal Jackson 
Talented Teens Interna-
tional Competition. 

home country:
jamaica
education: 
california institute of 
the arts, with a Bfa 
in dance
occupation: 
performing artist, 
choreographer and 
dance instructor
person i ad-
mire: 
late paternal grand-
mother luna christi-
ana Burford clarke. 
“she was a loving 
and respected god-
fearing wife; mother; 
matron of Bellevue 
psychiatric hospital 
in kingston, jamaica; 
a volunteer with Girls 
town as well as the 
senior Girls sunday 
school teacher.
favorite Quote: 
proverbs 3:5-6 & isa-
iah 60:1

bio fileFor over a decade 
Cynthia Car-
rion’s career 
has focused on 

advancing human 
rights and community 
empowerment on the 
local, national and inter-
national levels. Since 
2000, Carrion has been 
involved in community 
and youth development 
as an administrator, edu-
cator, advocate, film-
maker and organizer. 

She has worked closely 
with youth and commu-
nity based organizations 
in New York, San Jose 
(Costa Rica), Freetown 
(Sierra Leone) and has 
been a leading organizer 
for the volunteer group 
Border of Lights, an art 
and service project along 
the Haitian and Domini-
can border.  

Carrion is the deputy 
director at the North-
ern Manhattan Coalition 
for Immigrant Rights 
(NMCIR), committed to 

expanding access to legal 
immigration services, 
participating in policy 
making and community 
organizing.

Prior to joining the 
team at NMCIR, Carrion 
worked with international 
non-governmental organ-
izations (NGOs) to sup-
port youth development 
and leadership as the 
national youth programs 
coordinator for Amnesty 
International USA and the 
youth producing change 

coordinator for Human 
Rights Watch.  

CYNthiA CARRiON
Youth development advocate

kEiShA L. CLARkE GRAY
Loves performing and teaching dance

home country: 
her mother is from 
the dominican re-
public and her father 
is puerto rican. 
she was born in far 
rockaway, queens, 
Ny. 
education:
city college, city 
university of New 
york (cuNy), m.a. 
in international rela-
tions; hunter college, 
cuNy, B.a. in media 
studies and latin 
america and carib-
bean studies 
occupation: 
deputy director for 
Northern manhattan 
coalition for immi-
grant rights
person i admire: 
jesuit father mario 
serrano. 

bio file
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Proud Sponsor 
Caribbean Life’s

40 Under 40 Awards

Serving your Residential & Commercial 
Mortgage Needs for over 27 Years!

Congratulations to All the Honorees!

Don’t Delay...Contact Us Today 

Francisco Cruz, Mortgage Consultant
  NMLS# 1061800 - 917.435.5323 

Larisa Kessel, Mortgage Consultant
  NMLS# 344882 - 917.655.7685 

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank, Member FDIC. All loans are subject to 
submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant.  Emigrant’s commercial mortgage programs/products are offered through Emigrant 
Funding Corporation - NMLS#1597 (EFC) a Subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. EFC’s loan programs are limited to loans that do not meet the definition of residential under applicable state laws.New 
York: Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York 10004. Connecticut Mortgage Lender License #1993: 7 Westchester 
Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523.  New Jersey Residential Mortgage Lender License #9401304, with a principal address at 7 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523 and Residential Mortgage 
Lender Branch License #296765, with a principal address at 60 Route 46 East, Fairfield, NJ 07004. Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, 
MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA. *Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance. /// 11/12/2014.
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When Saman-
tha Clyne’s 
parents got 
d i v o r c e d 

during her sophomore 
year at in high school, 
her biggest worry was 
how her twin sister — 
who was just entering 
intermediate school — 
was going to adjust to 
the dramatic change in 
their lives.

The sisters had always 
been close, but the 
change intensified their 
relationship. 

“The divorce brought 
us together,” she said. “I 
became like a mommy 
sister.”

They got through it 
together, and from that 
moment on, the Grena-
da-born Clyne decided 
she would dedicate a 
portion of her life help-
ing families in need. 

Clyne’s education set 
the course: at Clara Bar-
ton High, she was accept-
ed into the MACY’s Med-

ical Honors Program, 
and the Arthur Ashe 
program that connected 
her to SUNY Downstate 
Hospital in East Flat-
bush, starting her on 
her way. 

She then studied 
forensic psychology at 
John Jay College, and 
after volunteering as a 
social worker dealing 
with sex offenders, she 
moved to jobs helping 
formerly homeless peo-
ple transition from shel-
ters to residences, first at 
the Doe Fund and now 
at CAMBA Gardens.

It is there that she’s 
made the most differ-

ence, helping residents 
with mental illness find 
their way.

Families such as the 
Elizabeth Melendez’s — 
a mom of three whose 
divorce and a bout with 
depression and agora-
phobia ended with a stay 
in a homeless shelter. 

Things began to turn 
around when she met 
Clyne.

“I had to hold her 
hand and help her find 
her way,” Clyne said. 

SAmANthA CLYNE
Extends a helping hand when needed

home country:
Grenada
education: 
john jay college of 
criminal justice
occupation: 
social worker, 
camBa
person i admire: 
my mother diane 
clyne.

bio file
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Trinidadian-born 
Geoff K. Coop-
er is a change 
agent on a mis-

sion to move millions to 
a higher level of living. 

As an entrepreneur, 
speaker, and youth 
advocate, for the past 10 
years, Cooper has been 
serving with business-
es, organizations and 
individuals to empower 
people, particularly, the 
youth, to live their best 
life and help others do 
the same. 

He is the editor-in-
chief and publisher of 
GCaribbean Magazine, 
founder and convener 
of the Calabash Consor-
tium, Inc. and is a former 
United Nations Youth 
Spokesperson for the Mil-
lennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). GCarib-
bean’s U.S. base is in New 
York and Caribbean base 
is Trinidad and Tobago. 

Cooper’s spiritually-
rich tradition and hum-

ble beginnings in a vil-
lage in the Caribbean 
has imbued him with 
a passion to see people 
live their best life, and 
he works tirelessly to 
ensure that he is a con-
duit for good news, posi-
tive energy and empow-
ering resources.

In 2010, Cooper had a 
revelation about the Cal-
abash, one of the world’s 
first cultivated plants. 

In every culture glo-
bally, the Calabash was 
used as either a vessel or 
a raw resource. Cooper 
saw this as a powerful 
metaphor for human 
beings, and has worked 

to usher in the “Cala-
bash Model” – a para-
digm for manifesting 
service, where everyone 
recognizes that he/she 
is a vessel filled with 
resources and can use 
the resources to empow-
er his/her selves and 
others. 

GEOff k. COOPER
A conduit for good news & positive energy

home country:
trinidad
education: 
monroe college, with 
degrees in business 
management, ac-
counting and finance
occupation: 
publisher
favorite Quote:
“every accomplish-
ment can be credited 
to the hard work, 
dedication and sac-
rifice of my parents, 
eusebio and chris-
tine cooper.”

bio file
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Monroe College congratulates 
Karian Wright 

on receiving the Caribbean Life Newspapers 
and Diaspora Dashboard.com 

40 under 40 award.

We are proud of you.
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Trisha Ocona has 
an intense dedi-
cation and com-
mitment to her 

community, which has 
her often looked at as 
the trusted and respect-
ed go-to person for when 
many are in need of real 
estate and housing ques-
tions and honest direc-
tion. 

She was recognized 
as a 2012 Extraordinary 
Woman of Brooklyn, 
2013 Brooklyn’s Woman 
of Distinction by CNG 
Local, 2014 Rising Star 
of Brooklyn, and 2014 
Star of Brooklyn for 
her contribution of real 
estate in Brooklyn. 

Ocona is the chief 
executive officer of real 
estate OCONA, LLC, a 
NYC brokerage. 

She is also a licensed 
real estate broker in 
New Jersey at Prominent 
Properties Sotheby’s 
International Realty. 

Ocona is an appointed 

board member by the 
Governor of the NYS 
Department of State’s 
Real Estate Board, where 
she and her fellow board 
members share regulato-
ry duties with The Divi-
sion of Licensing Servic-
es and has the power to 
set the rules and regula-
tions of New York State 
Real Estate, and help 
create and enforce the 
NYS real estate laws. 

She is a former board 
director for the Eastern 

Bergen County Board of 
Realtors and is the only 
NYS certified employer/
union assisted housing 
expert. In addition, she 
is TWU local 100’s hous-
ing specialist. 

tRiCiA OCONA
Your dedicated real estate expert

home country:
Born in the u.s, her 
mother is jamaican 
and father is Venezu-
elan; he grew up in 
st. Vincent and the 
Grenadines and trini-
dad and tobago
education: 
New york university
occupation:
real estate  
professional
person i admire: 
Valerie jarret. she is 
president obama’s 
senior advisor. “she 
is a successful real 
estate professional 
and has a deep love 
for her community.”

bio file
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Nadege Fleuri-
mond is the 
owner of Fleu-
rimond Cater-

ing Inc. Utilizing her 
Haitian culinary back-
ground, Fleurimond 
pulls in world flavors 
from Asian, Latin Amer-
ican and European cui-
sines. 

She has catered for 
Ann-Hauser Busch, Paul 
Weiss, NYC Hall, BET, 
The Colbert Report, Dr. 
Mehmet Oz’s Health-
corps and Vivica Fox, 
among others. 

With varying inter-
ests in business, govern-
ment and social issues, 
Fleurimond graduated 
with a degree in Political 
Science from Columbia 

University. 
Fleurimond has been 

quoted in the New York 
Times, appeared on the 
national television show 
“Chopped” on the Food 
Network, and has been 
a food columnist for the 
Haitian Times Newspa-
per since 2008. 

She is also the recipi-
ent of the New York 
Media Alliance’s Eth-
nic Press Fellowship for 
2010 covering the edu-
cation beat. 

Additionally, Fleuri-

mond is the recipient of 
the 2011 Feet in Two 
Worlds Food Writers 
Fellowship, which has 
garnered many awards.

“Taste of Life”: Fleu-
rimond carries this 
theme even further. 
Using short anecdotes, 
she depicts the events of 
her life through a food-
inspired lens. 

The book is a humor-
ous journey into Fleuri-
mond’s life, as she navi-
gates her way through 
the world of food and 
the experiences with 
her family, friends and 
acquaintances.

home country:
haiti
education:
columbia university, 
with a degree in 
political science
occupation:
Business owner

bio file

NADEGE fLEURimOND
Whets your appetite with every taste

Using short 
anecdotes, she 

depicts the 
events of her life 
throUgh a food-

inspired lens. 

The first written 
insurance policy 
appeared in 1750 
BC on a Babylo-

nian obelisk monument 
carved with the code of 
King Hammurabi, assur-
ing debtors they didn’t 
have to repay their loans 
if catastrophe struck.

Today’s average Joe 
is a birdbrain about 
claims, risks, premi-
ums, and other industry 
jargon that can overturn 
dreams into nightmares 
on a dime. 

Lucky for them then 
that insurance twins 
VJ and AJ Ghaness are 
around to save the day.

“Everything is 
touched by insurance,” 
says VJ. 

“It’s one of the four 
cornerstones of the 
economy,” adds AJ.

The baby-faced, 
34-year-old siblings 
from Guyana are local 
pit bulls in an indus-
try dominated by the 

big dogs. Both are se-
nior executive brokers 
at H and N Insurance 
Agency and Financial 
Group, a million-dollar 
company their father 
Harry started in their 
home basement in mid-
1990s with a simple phi-
losophy.

“He used to tell us, 
‘The greatest treasure 
in the world is under-
neath your nose, it’s your 
mouth and if you use it 
effectively, you can get 

anything you want,’ ” say 
the twins with matched 
destinies.

Both have around 18 
years of industry experi-
ence, starting at a whole-
sale insurance firm 
where they worked their 
way up from clerks to un-
derwriters, and famil-
iarized themselves with 
heavy-duty aspects of the 
trade, including insur-
ing cargo and 90-story 
commercial buildings. 
Both are studying for 

their Charter Property 
and Casualty Under-
writer designation — the 
industry’s highest at-
tainment. Both are also 
problem solvers for cli-
ents unaware of the fine 
print peppering their 
policies.

A financially 
strapped Harlem non-
profit with 16 low-in-
come housing complex 
was forking over nearly 
a million dollars to 16 
different insurers, until 
the Ghanesses resusci-
tated it by consolidating 
their insurance costs 
into one manageable 
policy. 

A homeowner found 
herself $425,000 in debt 
after a fire burned down 
her home, but she re-
couped the full amount 
after the twins found 
her an adjustor who 
successfully fought her 
claim in court.

“She got paid in full 
and her house was re-

stored,” says AJ.
Family and commu-

nity are key to their 
success, claim the 
twins. Last summer 
their mother Nadi cre-

ated a benefit drive for 
terminally ill children 
in Guyana and person-
ally delivered the toys 
to pediatric patients in 
hospitals. And when 
their ancestral village 
was ravaged by a flood, 
Harry and Nadi char-
tered a boat and brought 
essential supplies to the 
victims’ doorsteps. The 
brothers have followed 
suit, mentoring young-
sters through the Indo-
Caribbean Alliance out-
reach group they helped 
to form, and speak-

ing motivationally at 
churches, schools, and 
community events.

Insurance has been 
their ticket to life and 
enhanced it exponen-
tially, adds the pair.

“The industry has al-
lowed us to experience 
real world scenarios 
and grow into the men 
we have become,” they 
say proudly.

home country:
Guyana.
education: 
road scholars; 
aj attended queens 
community college.
occupation: 
senior executive 
brokers.
person i admire: 
“our father harry 
because of his relent-
less pursuit for suc-
cess.”

bio file

Aj GhANESS & Vj GhANESS
Twin titans of the insurance biz

“everything 
is toUched by 
insUrance, it’s 

one of the foUr 
cornerstones of 

the economy.”
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Located next to Fort Greene Park, LIU Campus,  
Metrotech and Brooklyn’s Cultural District

Purchase shares for available 1,2,3 bedroom & studio aPartments

• 4 apartments on a floor
• Parking
• Laundry facilities in each building 
• Twenty-four hour security
• Low Maintenance (Gas & Electric included)
• Self-Service Elevators
• Community Room (available for Shareholders)
• Near all subways & Long Island Railroad
• 15 mins to downtown Manhattan or walk across the Brooklyn or 
Manhattan Bridge

• Close to Atlantic Mall, Barclay’s Center, BAM, Brooklyn Heights, and Macy’s
• Walking distance to all the best shopping & restaurants on Dekalb, Fulton 
and Myrtle Ave.

• Storage facilities available

Kingsview Homes Cooperative 
Located Downtown Brooklyn

Kingsview Homes inc.
Call or visit our website for list of available apartments

Tel. 718-875-9225kingsviewhomesinC.com
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Omar Haw-
thorne joined 
the Golden 
Krust Fran-

chise Department in 
2007. Since that time, 
he has served the Real 
Estate and Marketing 
departments and now 
holds the position of 
director of Franchise 
Development & Com-
munity Affairs.  

As the director, Haw-
thorne communicates 
with potential fran-
chisees, administers 
franchise contracts and 
disclosure procedures, 
and maintains legal 
compliance with all fed-
eral and state specific 
franchise sales regula-
tions.  

He also serves as 
the interaction point 
for prospects inquiring 
about franchise oppor-
tunities, and interprets 
demographic informa-
tion and mapping that 
will allow for easy iden-

tification and evaluation 
of appropriate territories 
for the development.   

Hawthorne’s love for 
business and the exper-
tise developed while 
working with his father 
and mentor, Lowell 
Hawthorne, led him to 
pursue training as a cer-
tified franchise execu-
tive.  

His training and sharp 
communication skills 
have made him a most 
valuable assistant to the 
Marketing Department 

in the areas of commu-
nity involvement and 
philanthropic programs.  

Hawthorne has been 
called on many occa-
sions to represent the 
chief executive officer 
at several corporate and 
social events. 

He served on the com-
pany’s “Think Tank,” an 
advisory group to the 
president, which com-
prises enterprising and 
bright young people.  

OmAR hAwthORNE
Loves giving to the community

home country:
jamaica
education: 
xxx xxx
occupation: 
Golden krust fran-
chise department, 
real estate and mar-
keting director 
person i admire: 
his father lowell 
hawthorne

bio fileThe Rev. Richard 
Griffiths was 
born in Jamai-
ca in 1981. He 

and his family migrated 
to the United States in 
1985. 

He attended elemen-
tary school in Mt. Ver-
non, New York and both 
junior and high schools 
in Queens, where his 
family subsequently set-
tled.

Rev. Griffiths earned 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Marketing 
from Binghamton Uni-
versity, New York. 

An avid sportsman, 
Griffiths competed as a 
track and field athlete, 
specializing in the 100-
meter and 200-meter 
dash and relay. 

While at Bingham-
ton, he participated and 
led a mentoring initia-
tive, pairing at-risk jun-
ior high school students 
from Brooklyn, Queens, 
Bronx and Manhattan 
with university mentors 

to forge healthy relation-
ships and guide students 
towards higher educa-
tion.

Griffiths continued 
his studies and received 
a Masters of Arts in New 
Testament Biblical Lit-
erature from Alliance 
Theological Seminary. 

He is an ordained 
elder in the Church of 
the Nazarene and has 
served in various denom-
inational capacities. 

Griffiths is currently 
Bronx Bethany Church 
of the Nazarene’s young 
adult pastor and the 

executive director of the 
Bronx Bethany Commu-
nity Corporation. 

REV. RiChARD GRiffithS
Passionate about music and youth

home country:
jamaica
education: 
alliance theological 
seminary, mas-
ters of arts in New 
testament Biblical 
literature
occupation: 
Bronx Bethany 
church of the 
Nazarene, young 
adult pastor
person i ad-
mire: 
Griffiths admires 
most his parents 
kempton and mau-
reen Griffiths “for 
their countless sac-
rifices, devout com-
mitment to the lord, 
and their love for 
people and commu-
nity revitalization.”

bio file

Tired of doing laundry?
Relax, and let us do it.

Call us now!
1.844.707.4673

STEP 1  
Call 1.844.707.4673 or
 www.rapid-rinse.com 

and sign up.

How it works..

STEP 2  
Choose your Bag amount, Deter-
gent type, and Pick-up/ Delivery 
time over the phone, online or 

with the sales associate

STEP 3  
One of our drivers will  pick up 
your clothes during one of the 

three designated pick-up times.

STEP 4 - ENJOY!! 
Your clothes will be back to you, 

clean and folded in 24 hours.

www.rapid-rinse.com

Package Bags Our price
Starter 2 $60
Standard 4 $100
Super 8 $175
Deluxe 12 $250

Ultra 16 $300

Congratulations to
GILBERT BRAMWELL

AND THE 2014 40 UNDER 40 HONOREES

Ultra 16 $300Ultra 16 $300

The One-Stop Online Destination 
for Caribbean People

 
Visit us at www.diasporadashboard.com 
Also, check out DashTV: www.dashtv.tv

Add your events to our online calendar for free!
 

.  Like Us: facebook.com/diasporadash
.  foLLow Us: @diasporadash

ContaCt Us: diasporadashboard@gmail.com
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40
under

40
Awards

Caribbean Life Newspaper & DiasporaDashboard.com
recognize the next generation of Caribbean American leaders.

Natasha Andrews
Shorne Benjamin
Tamika P. Bent
Mateo Bijoux
Ruschell Boone
Gilbert J. Bramwell
Reeshemah J. Brightley
Donald Brown Sr.
Cynthia Maria Carrion
Keisha L. Clarke-Gray

Samantha Clyne
Geoff K. Cooper
Nadege Fleurimond
A. J. Ghannes
V. J. Ghannes
Rev. Richard Griffi ths
Omar Hawthorne
Chasen Hollancid
Kevin Howell
Jeremiah Hyacinth

Alexis James
Katleen Jeanty
Anika (KD) Keens-Hylton
Dr. Natasha Lightfoot
Glenroy E. March
Paola Mathe
Tricia Ocona Francis
Medjine Philis-Volcy
Nickay Piper
Paul-Robert Pryce

Mekalia Reid
Nellone E. Reid, Ph.D.
Shola K. Roberts
Regine M. Roumain
Dr. Kerri-Ann M. Smith
Curtis Stephen
Kimeta F. Straker
Monique Waterman
Germane K. Williams
Rev. Karian J. Wright

SPONSORED BY:

HONOREES

For information call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

(718) 331-2900
8023 13th Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11228 • www.siricos.net

Buffet dinner will be served • Valet Parking

Awards 
Gala

Thursday, 
Nov. 20th

5pm - 10pm

40
under

40
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Jeremiah Hyacinth is 
a Borough of Man-
hattan Community 
College (BMCC) 

alumnus from St. Lucia. 
After finishing his 

associate degree in 2001, 
Hyacinth transferred to 
Columbia University for 
his bachelor’s degree in 
political science with a 
focus on international 
relations. 

The BMCC Student 
Government president 
was also a reporter and 
editor for the student 
newspaper, “Voice of the 
Voiceless.” 

He took his experience 
of working at the publica-
tion to start the “World 
Scholar,” a quarterly 
magazine that focuses on 
international student life 
in the United States and 
England. 

For the past three years, 
Hyacinth has managed a 
community-based organi-
zation called Project Edu-
cation. Launched in May 

2010, Project Education 
gives overseas-based St. 
Lucians and friends of 
St. Lucia an opportunity 
to help needy students 
and their families in the 
homeland.

Through the generos-
ity of numerous donors, 
Project Education has 
empowered more than 
1700 students by provid-
ing them with donated 
school supplies that their 
families would have oth-
erwise had difficulty 
affording. 

Under his direction, 

Project Education also 
successfully implemented 
a toy drive in September 
2012 to benefit St. Lucia’s 
Helen Folk Dancers and 
Helen Television System’s 
annual Christmas party 
for underprivileged chil-
dren.

With the kind support 
of St. Lucians and friends 
of St. Lucia, Project Edu-
cation collected nearly 500 
toys that were shipped to 
St. Lucia for distribution. 

home country:
st. lucia
education: 
Baruch of manhattan 
community college; 
attended columbia 
university
occupation:  
st. lucia consulate in 
New york, diplomat

bio file Anika Hylton car-
ries her entire 
name for formal 
and resume occa-

sions because she said 
here publications are 
linked to her maiden 
name. 

Anika Keens-Douglas 
Hylton, is a public policy 
analyst and policy writer 
trained in the Caribbean 
and the United States, 
who has worked with 
governments, institu-
tions such as the Unit-
ed Nations and the Pan 
American Health Organ-
ization (PAHO) as a Car-
ibbean consultant, and 
companies and non-prof-
its alike for more than 15 
years.

Heavily influenced by 
the integrity and ambi-
tion of her entrepreneur 
parents and their role as 
community-shapers and 
pioneers, she has also 
taught at all educational 
levels from the age of 17 
– the start of her profes-

sional life. 
With a mother who 

was an educator, diplo-
mat, and social worker, 
she feels that if she can 
teach, she must do so. 

Keens-Douglas Hylton 
is currently part of the 
Social Sciences Depart-
ment and Africana, Car-
ibbean and Black Stud-
ies Department at CUNY, 
teaching primarily at 
York and Brooklyn Col-
lege.

ANikA kEENS DOUGLAS hYLtON
Answers the call to teach

home country:
Grenada
education: 
m.p.a in policy 
analysis and evalu-
ation (magna cum 
laude) from the 
andrew young school 
of policy studies at 
Georgia state univer-
sity, atlanta, Georgia, 
2005
occupation: 
lecturer
person i admire: 
“i have yet to meet 
any other woman, 
wife, mother, pioneer, 
published writer and 
poet, teacher and 
principal, diplomat, 
chef, head nurse and 
mental health coun-
selor, for starters, 
like Gloria keens-
douglas dalton, now 
deceased. 

bio file

Howell possesses 
strong inter-
national busi-
ness, financial 

management, business 
strategy development 
and analytical expertise. 
He has combined these 
skills with his passion to 
help businesses grow to 
form Anchor Strategy 
Group. Anchor’s mandate 
is to help private busi-
nesses and governments 
to develop and navigate 
the nuances of changing 
and competitive global 
market places.  

Over the last five years, 
Howell has worked with 
several business owners 
and government clients 
in strategy development, 
project management and 
training.

Prior to Anchor Strat-
egy Group, Kevin worked 
with two of the “Big Four” 
accounting firms in vari-
ous capacities. He was a 
senior auditor at Price-
WaterhouseCoopers and 

a manager in the Merg-
ers Acquisition Group at 
Ernst & Young. 

His role at Ernst and 
Young afforded him the 
opportunity to work with 
Fortune 500 companies, 
and expanded his knowl-
edge of the health care, 
information technology, 
manufacturing and con-
sumer products indus-
tries.

Before starting Anchor, 
Howell worked at Broad-
ridge Financial Solutions, 
a $2.0 billion publicly-
traded firm, where he 

worked as a senior direc-
tor of business develop-
ment developing various 
types of financial models 
and analyses to support 
the assessment of acquisi-
tion and alliance oppor-
tunities. 

Howell holds a bach-
elor’s degree from the 
University of the West 
Indies in Jamaica in 
accounting and econom-
ics. He completed the 
United Kingdom-based 
Certified Public Account-
ants examination.

kEViN hOwELL
Business development consultant

jEREmiAh hYACiNth
Champions the cause of needy students

home country:
jamaica
education: 
university of roches-
ter, mBa
occupation:  
anchor strategy 
Group, managing 
director

bio file

fort y Under fort y

Originally from 
St. Lucia, 
Chasen Hollan-
cid’s commit-

ment to success stems 
from his desire to help 
others. 

He worked at Hudson 
Valley Bank in Westch-
ester County for close 
to nine years where he 
developed his financial 
and investment skills. 

Hollancid studied 
undergraduate and grad-
uate commercial finance 
at Mercy College, where 
he also pursued a mas-
ter’s degree in leader-
ship. 

He utilized his knowl-
edge to help others 
through socio-economic 
articles and a financial 
website he started. 

After a one-year 
stint as co-chair of the 
Westchester chapter 
of United-Way, Hollan-
cid started The New St. 
Lucian group. The mis-
sion of the group was to 

unite young St. Lucians 
in the Diaspora. 

In 2004, the group 
went on to produce the 
St. Lucia Expo in Brook-
lyn. The annual event 
was well attended by St. 
Lucian and New York 
politicians, and also 
received a New York City 
proclamation from then 
Councilwoman Yvette D. 
Clarke. 

In 2005- 2006, Hol-
lancid served as an infor-
mal advisor to St. Lucia’s 

former Prime Minister, 
the late Sir John Comp-
ton. 

Their friendship 
led to the creation of 
the Brooklyn-based St. 
Lucia Honor Society. 
In 2006, the St. Lucia 
Honor Society honored 
Sir John Compton as its 
first and only recipient. 

Later that year, Hol-
lancid started his slow 
transition from banking 
to hospitality. 

He joined Upscale 
Crowd Marketing Group, 
which later became The 
Upscale Group. 

home country:
st. lucia
education: 
mercy college,  
master in leadership
occupation: 
the upscale Group, 
director

bio file

ChASEN hOLLANCiD
Promoting Caribbean events in the Tri-state
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New to the 
Neighborhood!
Our Lynbrook office located at

443 Sunrise Highway, Lynbrook features:

MRI/PET 3T MRI
• entire scan as quick as 10 minutes

• high quality images from 3.0 Tesla  
  magnet strength

• minimizes claustrophobia with an   
  extra wide opening

3D Mammogram
• clearer look through overlapping   
   breast tissue

• detects 41% more breast cancers

• decreases callbacks by 11-18%

SIMULTANEOUS

• first outpatient MRI/PET in the 
  United States
• reduces radiation by about 100   
  X-rays compared to PET/CT

• combines PET with the power of   
   multiple MRI scans into a  
  single test

20 MINUTE CAR RIDE FROM JFK • 30 MINUTE TRAIN RIDE FROM PENN STATION

We also offer Low-dose CT, PET/CT, Digital X-ray, Ultrasound, Fluoroscopy, Biopsy, and DXA Bone Density.

zp rad .comzprad .com



A18����Caribbean Life, Nov. 14-20, 2014 BQ

Katleen Jeanty 
is the founder 
and chief exec-
utive officer 

of Madan BelFwi Fruit 
Mixes (BelFwi), Haiti’s 
first all-natural fruit, 
juice and smoothie bar. 
The bar is renowned for 
selling tasty, refresh-
ingly-cold and yummy 
concoctions, made with 
fresh local fruits. 

Jeanty started BelFwi 
to take advantage of 
Haiti’s abundant natural 
fruit supply that go to 
waste every year due to 
poor cultivation, trans-
portation and packag-
ing. 

As a result, she cre-
ates employment oppor-
tunities for many of the 
country’s unemployed. 

In July 2013, Jeanty’s 
hard work with BelFwi 
was recognized when she 
was selected as one of 10 
finalists of Technoserve’s 
Mon Entreprise, Mon 
Avenir (MEMA) Busi-

ness Plan Competition. 
She won US$10,000 for 
BelFwi. 

A year later, Jeanty 
also won first place in 
Haiti Renewal Alliance’s 
Investor Pitch Competi-
tion, winning US$3,000 
for BelFwi. She was 
recently approved for 
a US$75,000 matching 
grant from the United 
States Agency for Inter-
national Development’s 
(USAID) Leveraging 
Effective Application of 

Direct Investment for 
Haiti (LEAD) Program. 
She said this will better 
enable her to expand the 
company. 

Natasha Light-
foot was born 
on June 21, 
1978 to Joce-

lyn and the late William 
Lightfoot, both born in 
Antigua and Barbuda. 

While growing up in 
the Bronx, Lightfoot’s 
family always main-
tained strong connec-
tions to Antigua and 
Barbuda, through politi-
cal discussions, as well 
as regular travel to the 
island. 

Lightfoot attended 
Cardinal Spellman High 
School in the Bronx 
where she was an honor 
student, excelling in aca-
demics and participating 
in many extracurricular 
activities, including the 
National Honor Society, 
the Flag Corps and the 
Gospel Choir. 

For her bachelor’s 
degree, Lightfoot attend-
ed Yale University. As a 
student she was particu-
larly drawn to U.S. and 

African-American His-
tory courses. 

She was also a dancer 
who performed and cho-
reographed in African, 
jazz and hip-hop dance 
for the troupe Rhythmic 
Blue. 

Lightfoot graduated 
with distinction in the 
history major and was 
elected to Phi Alpha 
Theta, a national His-
tory Honor society in 
1999. Afterward, she 

spent a year working at 
Goldman Sachs.  

On the advice of her 
undergraduate men-
tor who recognized her 
strengths as a researcher 
and writer, she decided 
to leave Goldman to pur-
sue her doctorate in his-
tory in the fall of 2000 at 
New York University. 

kAtLEEN jEANtY
Dedicated to helping low-skilled Haitians

DR. NAtAShA LiGhtfOOt
A historian who stays close to her roots

home country:
haiti
education: 
Babson college, 
Business administra-
tion 
occupation: 
entrepreneur
person i admire: 
“i have several 
people i admire a lot, 
but the two that i ad-
mire the most are my 
mom and sir richard 
Brandon. they are 
both such fierce fight-
ers when it comes 
to what obtaining/
accomplishing they 
want and have both 
accomplished a lot,” 
she says.

bio file

home country:
antigua and Barbuda
education: 
New york university, 
ph.d; 
occupation:  
assistant professor in 
columbia univer
person i admire: 
“i admire my parents 
most of all for always 
encouraging me to 
succeed and to never 
forget my antiguan 
roots.”

bio file House of 
D’Marsh had 
its genesis in 
Spring 2003 

when designer Glen-
roy March launched his 
Spring collection dur-
ing Caribbean Fashion 
Week in Jamaica’s capi-
tal city, Kingston. 

This start gave rise to 
the pursuit of a passion 
by a talented Jamaican 
who would later go on 
to stun audiences not 
just locally but interna-
tionally. 

With an eye for detail 
and perfection, the 
New York-based March, 
honed his design skills 
at the prestigious Amer-
ican Academy of Dra-
matic Arts, obtaining 
practical experience 
while working in the 
costume department. 

March received his 
early training from 
top Caribbean fashion 
house Uzuri Interna-
tional, where he excelled 

as an intern assist-
ant designer. At age 
21, March represented 
Jamaica at the interna-
tionally renowned fash-
ion competition, “Total 
Look Award” in Toronto, 
Canada. 

With a constant pulse 
on trends and new inno-
vation combination, 
House of D’Marsh, seeks 
to marry sophistication 
with fashion-forward 
sensibility. “D’Marsh 
embodies a lifestyle. It 
represents everything I 

stand for; it is a repre-
sentation of who I am,” 
notes March. 

The 2008 McDonald’s 
Designer of the Year is 
passionate about fash-
ion.

GLENROY mARCh
Freelance stylist and fashion designer

home country:
jamaica
education:
american academy 
of dramatic arts
occupation: 
house of d’marsh, 
designer
person i admire: 
march lists fashion 
designers Valentino, 
coco chanel and 
alexander mcqueen 
among the design-
ers who inspire him. 
he loves fabrics and 
is also inspired by 
colors of which red, 
black and white are 
favorites.

bio file

fort y Under fort y

Alexis James was 
born on Sept. 17, 
1989 in Mount 
Vernon, New 

York. she is the first gen-
eration born in America 
as both of his parents 
were born in Jamaica. 

she graduated from 
Ramapo High School in 
Spring Valley, NY and 
attended Temple Univer-
sity, where she received 
his bachelor’s in Speech 
Pathology.

During James’s 
undergraduate studies, 
she assisted in the crea-
tion of a tutoring pro-
gram for Bright Hope 
Baptist Church in West 
Philadelphia, where we 
served students between 
the ages of 6-16 years in 
various subjects. 

James was also 
the vice president of a 
Hip-hop dance team, 
traveling to other colleg-
es for events and compe-
titions. she received the 
first prize for “Philly’s 

Best Dance Crew.” 
She furthered his edu-

cation at Pace Univer-
sity, where she received 
her Master’s in Special 
Education through the 
NYC Teaching Fellows. 

James is now a spe-
cial education teacher at 
the Bronx High School 
of Visual Arts, teaching 
students with autism, 
ranging from ages 14-21, 
in a self-contained class-

room. 
She said her passion 

for education shares an 
equal value with her 
passion for dance. 

Last year, James 
started a dance program 
specifically designed for 
students with special 
needs at the Bronx High 
School of Visual Arts. 
The group performed 
at various events in the 
Bronx area. 

home country:
jamaica
education:
temple university 
and pace university, 
bachelor’s in speech 
pathology and mas-
ter’s in special educa-
tion, respectively
occupation: 
Bronx high school of 
Visual arts, special 
education teacher

bio file

ALExiS jAmES
Special educator and dance enthusiast
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Paola Mathé was 
born and raised 
in Petion-Ville, 
Haiti, where she 

completed her elemen-
tary and middle school 
studies. 

She attended high 
school in Newark, NJ, 
and finished among the 
top three students in her 
class, and president of 
various clubs and organ-
izations. 

Mathé went on to 
study economics and 
French Literature at 
Drew University, where 
she obtained a dual 
bachelor’s degree. 

Her career back-
ground is in hospital-
ity management, where 
she has helped open and 
operate trendy hotels 
and restaurants in New 
York City. 

Earlier this year, 
Mathé decided to tap 
on her creative side and 
open Fanm Djanm, a 
headwrap line and online 

shop to celebrate strong 
women everywhere.  

Ansanm Nou Se Ayiti, 
another project very 
dear to Mathé’s heart, 
is a social movement 
she started over a year 
ago with the hope of 
uniting young Haitians 
everywhere to commu-
nicate, create and col-
laborate. 

She is also the crea-
tor of Finding Paola, a 
lifestyle blog that tells 

part of her story – a girl 
from a small town in 
Haiti, living her dreams 
in New York City. 

home country:
haiti
education: 
drew university, Ba 
in economics and 
french literature
occupation: 
lifestyle blogger
person i admire: 
she absolutely ad-
mires her fiancé, her 
partner of 10 years, 
who helped her gain 
confidence in areas 
she didn’t think she 
could.
favorite Quote:
“we delight in the 
beauty of the but-
terfly, but rarely 
admit the changes it 
has gone through to 
achieve that beauty.” 

bio file

PAOLA mAthé
Uniting young Haitians everywhere

fort y Under fort y

Medjine Philis-
Volcy was 
born in Port-
a u - P r i n c e , 

Haiti on Aug. 1, 1977, 
and raised and grew up 
there. 

After high school, 
Philis-Volcy pursued 
a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting at University 
Quisqueya in Haiti.

After migrating to 
the United States, she 
worked as an administra-
tive assistant at Solution 
Management Group. 

In 2005, she pursued 
a business management 
certificate at Baruch 
College, City University 
of New York; she is cur-
rently enrolled at Kings-
borough Community 
College in the Continu-
ing Education Program, 
where she is studying 
accounting. 

Philis-Volcy has been 
working as a profession-
al tax accountant for 
several years. 

“I believe in working 
hard,” she says. “I love 
to work, love my clients, 
cherish them a lot. They 
are the reason I look for-
ward to going to work 
every day. They give me 
joy. I love what I do.”

Philis-Volcy said her 
“beautiful, four-year-old 
little boy” is “the most 
precious gift I have ever 
had.”

“I’m so grateful that 
my Father Lord was able 
to bless me with such a 
gift,” she said. “For that 
reason, my dream is to 
live to give.”

mEDjiNE PhiLiS-VOLCY
Shares her love with children

home country:
haiti
education: 
university quisqueya 
in haiti, bachelor’s 
degree in accounting
occupation:  
tax accountant
person i admire: 
“joel osteen and 
oprah winfrey are 
two most wonderful 
people God put on 
my path that i adore 
and admire a lot,” 
philis-Volcy says. 
“from listening to 
them, i gain insight, 
wisdom, knowledge 
and experience. they 
impacted my life, 
they inspire me to 
build up, they chal-
lenge me to go higher 
by what they say and 
what they do.”

bio file

Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.



A20����Caribbean Life, Nov. 14-20, 2014 BQ

It was in “Twelfth 
Night” that Shake-
speare once wrote “Be 
not afraid of great-

ness. Some are born great, 
some achieve greatness, 
and others have greatness 
thrust upon them.” 

He might well have 
been writing about 
Trinidadian-born Paul 
Pryce, a Caribbean actor 
who is steadily gaining 
a reputation as one of 
the finest interpreters of 
Shakespeare’s language 
and characters currently 
working today.

An MFA acting gradu-
ate of the renowned Yale 
School of Drama, Pryce’s 
commanding presence, 
chiseled features and res-
onant voice seem tailor-
made for the Bard’s most 
famous and complex men. 

And yet, while he did 
appear in Trinidadian 
productions of shows 
such as “Carnival Mes-
siah,” “Mantalk” and 
“Jesus Christ Superstar,” 

he really came to pub-
lic attention as a model, 
representing Trinidad 
and Tobago and winning 
the title of Oprah Win-
frey’s “Sexiest Caribbean 
Man” in a spectacular tel-
evised modeling competi-
tion held at the Bahamas’ 
Atlantis Resort to kick 
off The Oprah Winfrey 
Show’s 1999 season.

Pryce’s prized trip to 
New York led to acting 
classes at the HB Studios 
and appearances in such 
diverse Off Broadway pro-
ductions as “Pecong” at 
the National Black Theat-

er of Harlem, and featur-
ing Tony Award winner 
Lillias White, Harry The 
Hunk On His Way Out at 
the Cherry Lane Theater.

home country:
trinidad and tobago
education:  
yale, school of 
drama, mfa, 
occupation: 
actor 
person i admire: 
Geoffrey holder. 
he was the defini-
tion of a caribbean 
renaissance man. 
an artist whose tal-
ent knew no borders 
nor boundaries – all 
the while remaining 
incredibly true to 
who he was as an 
individual. 
favorite Quote: 
“Be not afraid of 
greatness.”

bio fileSpeaker, instruc-
tor and president 
of New York City-
based digital mar-

keting agency, Market 
Grub Media LLC, Nickay 
Piper has wowed compa-
nies small and large with 
her already paramount 
accomplishments and 
impressive know-how 
within the social media 
marketing arenas. 

Currently serving 
Fortune 500 and mid-
dle market companies 
in the New York metro-
politan area, Piper has 
developed multiple inter-
active and social media 
corporate campaigns 
resulting in records sales 
and revenues, and devel-
oped a tracking method 
that instills continued 
improvement through 
the real time adjustment 
of marketing programs to 
insure targeted financial 
results. 

Piper is currently in 
the process of leading the 

firm in the direction of 
mobile application and 
software development. 
She has already developed 
a proprietary/patented 
technology to monitor 
and assess website cus-
tomer acquisition and 
revenue generating per-
formance, and return on 
investment productivity. 
 

She has a deep pas-
sion for education and 
small business develop-
ment. She is currently an 
adjunct professor at SUNY 
Westchester Community 
College, where she has 

authored one of the col-
lege’s first “Social Media 
Marketing for Businesses” 
certification courses.  

As board member of 
the college’s Gateway to 
Entrepreneurship Organ-
ization, Piper has helped 
steer the small business 
agenda, helping to attract 
program funding and 
promote learning initia-
tives like this year’s Grow 
2.0 Conference at which 
Shark Tank’s Barbara 
Corcoran was the keynote 
speaker. 

NiCkAY PiPER
A social media marketing guru

PAUL PRYCE
An award winning Trinidadian actor

home country:
jamaica
education:
purchase college, 
Bachelor’s degree in 
New media commu-
nications
occupation: 
market Grub media 
llc, president

bio file
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Mekalia Reid 
was born in 
C l a r e n d o n , 
Jamaica and 

migrated to the United 
States at an early age. She 
was raised primarily in 
Newark, New Jersey and 
attended an elite private 
boarding high school in 
Massachusetts.

Reid double majored 
in journalism and mass 
media and communica-
tion, and minored in phi-
losophy at Rutgers Col-
lege in New Brunswick. 

After a brief career in 
one of the best corporate 
media relations depart-
ments in the country, 

Reid attended law school 
at Rutgers School of Law, 
Newark.

As an attorney, she 
worked at a top New Jer-
sey law firm as a litigator 
and also in one of the fin-
est structured finance law 
firms in New York City. 

She currently works for 
a financial industry regu-
lator, helping to restore 
confidence in the securi-
ties market and further-
ing the company’s goal of 
protecting investors.

Reid enjoys traveling 

and has visited more than 
18 countries in the Amer-
icas, Caribbean, Europe 
and Africa, and briefly 
lived in South Africa. 

The provision of pro 
bono services to those 
in need has remained an 
integral part of her legal 
practice. 

She currently works 
with Partners for Woman 
and Justice, a New Jer-
sey non-profit that pro-
vides free legal services 
to abused women who 
are seeking permanent 
restraining orders against 
their abusers.

mEkALiA REiD, ESQ.
Provides legal services to those in need

home country:
jamaica
education: 
rutgers school of 
law, Newark 
occupation: 
lawyer with partners 
for woman and 
justice

bio file Born in George-
town, Guyana 
to Neville and 
Orla Reid on 

Feb. 28, 1986, Nellone 
Eze Reid migrated with 
his family to Brooklyn in 
December of 1988.  

He graduated from 
Brooklyn Technical 
High School in 2004, 
where his major was 
Environmental Sci-
ence. While still in high 
school, Reid’s interest in 
the sciences was peak-
ed even further as an 
intern at the New York 
Presbyterian Hospital, 
assisting in cancer and 
diabetes research.

Reid received his Bach-
elors of Science degree 
in Chemical Engineer-
ing at Hampton Univer-
sity in 2008 and was a 
member of professional 
organizations, such as 
the American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers 
and the National Society 
of Black Engineers.  

Currently, outside 
of life as a student, he 
actively volunteers 
throughout the Newark, 
New Jersey area as a 
brother of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., 
as well as in New York 
City by hosting fundrais-
ers for local non-profit 
organizations through-
out the year.

Reid will be receiving 
his Ph.D. in Chemical 
Engineering from the 
New Jersey Institute of 
Technology (NJIT) next 
May.   

Working closely with 

his advisor, Professor Rob-
ert Barat, Reid’s research 
focused on the conse-
quences of manipulating 
chemical properties of 
catalysts as they relates to 
sulfur oxidations.  

His work has been 
published in the Chemi-
cal Engineering Com-
munications. 

Reid says it is “an 
honor to be among the 
small percentage of black 
men to have achieved 
their Ph.Ds.”

NELLONE EzE REiD
Actively fundraises for non-profit groups

home country:
Guyana
education: 
New jersey institute 
of technology (Njit), 
ph.d in chemical 
engineering
occupation: 
chemical engineer
person i admire: 
prof. robert Barat, 

bio file

reid enjoys 
traveling and 

has visited more 
than 18 coUntries 
in the americas, 

caribbean, eUrope 
and africa, and 
briefly lived in 
soUth africa. 
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Shola K. Roberts 
is a professional 
dancer, fitness 
instructor and 

model based in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

Roberts, a proud Gren-
adian American, has had 
the opportunity to work 
with many renowned 
dance companies and 
choreographers. Her 
credits include perform-
ances with “Kowteff West 
African Dance Company,” 
David Dorfman, Francine 
Elizabeth Ott and Otis D. 
Herring, for whom she 
serves as an assistant cho-
reographer. 

She has also worked 
with the “Purelements,” 
an evolution in dance as 
a professional company 
member, teaching tech-
nique styles such as Dun-
ham, African and Jazz, 
just to name a few. 

Nigerian recording art-
ist Floxxy B has featured 
Roberts’ choreography. 
She even composed the 

award-winning dance 
presentation for the Ram-
ajay Mas band in the 2014 
West Indian American 
Day Parade in Brooklyn. 

Roberts is certified by 
the Aerobics and Fitness 
Association of America as 
a group fitness instructor 
and by Madd Dogg Athlet-
ics Inc. as spin instruc-
tor. As a model, she has 
been featured on the 
Today Show, Good Day 
New York, Good Morning 
America, The View and 
several fitness print ads 
throughout the nation. 

She often takes her tal-

ents to the community 
by teaching throughout 
the New York City School 
system. 

Roberts has also had 
the opportunity to serve 
as a guest teacher in Chi-
cago at the Artistically 
Speaking Body Language 
Summer Dance Inten-
sive, and as a teacher for 
the Purelements Summer 
Dance Intensive. 

ShOLA k.ROBERtS
A dancer giving back to her community

home country:
usa (Grenadian 
american)
education: 
howard university, 
Bfa 
occupation: 
professional dancer/ 
dance educator/ 
group fitness instruc-
tor
person i admire: 
“i admire my mother. 

bio file
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Régine M. Rou-
main, has 
worked in 
nonprofit and 

philanthropic organiza-
tions for 15 years, most 
recently as a program 
officer for the New York 
Women’s Foundation, 
where she managed 
grant-making in two of 
the foundation’s largest 
portfolios: community 
organizing & advocacy 
and economic security.  

Previously, she has 
worked as a manage-
ment consultant for 
nonprofit organizations 
and as the coordinator 
of a community based 
organization engaged in 
civic education, youth 
development and advo-
cacy for the Haitian-
American community. 

Over the past five 
years, Roumain has 
spearheaded the artis-
tic vision of Haiti Cul-
tural Exchange, becom-
ing a leading figure in 

the presentation of arts 
and cultural programs 
focused on Haiti and the 
Diaspora. She is the co-
founder and executive 
director of Haiti Cul-
tural Exchange (HCX). 
Established in 2009, 
HCX has developed 
programs designed to 
present Haitian culture 
to a broad audience, 
while supporting emerg-
ing and established art-
ists, promoting cross-
cultural exchanges and 
encouraging dialogue 
around contemporary 
social issues.

Her efforts have been 

recognized by a Union 
Square Award for the 
Arts and the Haitian 
Roundtable.  

Roumain was born 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., where 
she currently resides 
with her family, and was 
raised between Port-au-
Prince, Haiti and New 
York City. She is fluent 
in French and Haitian 
Creole, and during her 
free time, she enjoys 
cooking and traveling.

REGiNE m. ROUmAiN
Advocate for the Haitian-American community

home country: 
usa of haitian 
descent
education: 
st. john’s university, 
Bachelor of science 
in communication 
arts
occupation: 
haiti cultural 
exchange, founder 
and executive direc-
tor

bio file

Our young people 
deserve a future 
and I consider it 
the mandate of 

my ancestors to be part of 
the struggle to ensure that 
they have one. This state-
ment by Assata Shakur is 
the foundation of Dr. Ker-
ri-Ann M. Smith’s com-
mitment to serving the 
youth of the African and 
Caribbean Diaspora. 

Born in Savanna-la-
Mar, Jamaica, Smith 
showed high academic 
prowess at a young age.

Having skipped both first 
and sixth grades, she is no 
stranger to being the young-
est member of many groups 
to which she belongs. 

Needless to say, she 
never let her age deter her 
from leadership or from 
high academic achieve-
ment.  

Prior to immigrating 
to the United States in 
1993, Smith attended 
Manning’s School, where 
she learned that “Vita 

sine litteris mors est” or 
“Life without learning 
is death.” Thus, it is no 
surprise that this acad-
emician is the youngest 
member in the Depart-
ment of Academic Lit-
eracy at Queensborough 
Community College. 

Dr. Smith began her 
career as a part of the 
fifth cohort of New York 
City Teaching Fellows. 

She was named a New 
York Times Teacher Who 
Makes a Difference and 
was the recipient of an 
award for excellence in 

teaching at Binghamton 
University. 

DR. kERRi-ANN m. Smith
Born to teach and influence people

home country:
jamaica
education: 
Binghamton uni-
versity (english & 
africana studies) 
Bachelor of arts 
(2002);
Brooklyn college 
(english educa-
tion), master of arts 
(2005)
Binghamton univer-
sity, doctor of educa-
tion (2012)
occupation: 
assistant professor 
Binghamton 
university
person i admire: 
Brother lt. kaion 
r.B. smith (usaf) 
for his valor and his 
ability to motivate 
others.

bio file Curtis Stephen is 
an award-win-
ning journalist 
whose work has 

appeared in The Daily 
Beast, Newsday, News-
week, Am New York and 
City Limits. 

In his work, Stephen 
has interviewed or pro-
filed a broad range of 
personalities including 
actress-activist Ruby 
Dee, former New York 
City Mayor Ed Koch, 
actor-activist Danny 
Glover, celebrated archi-
tect David Adjaye and 
author Chimamanda 
Adichie. 

Stephen has also 
served as a stringer with 
Newsweek magazine and 
a media fellow with the 
Open Society Institute 
where he wrote a series 
of feature articles on 
wrongful convictions. 

Stephen regular-
ly covers the criminal 
justice system. Among 
his reports, Stephen 

chronicled the case of 
Colin Warner, a Trinida-
dian who was wrongfully 
incarcerated for 21 years 
in New York for murder 
in a cover story for City 
Limits magazine enti-
tled “The Wrong Man.” 

Mentored by the likes 
of Ed Bradley (the late 
CBS News “60 Minutes” 
correspondent) and Peter 
Jennings (the late ABC 
News anchor), Stephen 
aspired to a career in 
journalism beginning at 
the age of 12.

CURtiS StEPhEN
An award-winning journalist

home country:
Born in Brooklyn of 
trinidad and tobago 
heritage
education: 
long island 
university, Brooklyn 
campus 
occupation:  
associate professor 
of journalism 
person i ad-

mire: 
his mother: “i admire 
my mother for her 
courage in the face 
of many obstacles,” 
he says. “when she 
arrived to the united 
states with few 
resources, she made 
many sacrifices, and 
showed great resil-
ience while fighting 
for a better life for 
me and my broth-
ers.”

bio file
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Kimeta Straker 
is the current 
assistant direc-
tor of advising 

in the Academic Center 
for Exploratory Students 
at the University of Con-
necticut, Storrs Cam-
pus, where she has been 
employed for the past 15 
years. 

Straker started as an 
academic advisor and 
has worked cloasely with 
undergraduates in help-
ing them to decide on 
majors and/or careers. 

Her area of specialty 
is helping students who 
are considered at risk - 
dismissed from the uni-
versity or on academic 
probation - either to be 
re-admitted to or gradu-
ate from the university. 

Recognizing a need for 
this population, Straker 
created and teaches a 
course that allows stu-
dents on academic proba-
tion to learn about their 
individual strengths, 

interests and goals, along 
with academic skills that 
would lead them to aca-
demic success. 

In addition to this 
class, she also teaches 
first-year students in the 
First Year Program and 
Learning Communities, 
and serves as a facilita-
tor and trainer for several 
areas on campus. 

Straker currently 
serves on several advisory 
boards and committees 
at the University of Con-
necticut and has been 
awarded several awards 
throughout her tenure at 

the university. 
She has also presented 

at several of her profes-
sional organizations’ 
conferences, including 
NACADA, NASPA, and 
ACPA.

kimEtA StRAkER
Takes care of at risk students

home country:
Barbados
education: 
canisius college, 
Buffalo, Ny and 
university of con-
necticut, master’s 
degrees
occupation: 
university of con-
necticut, assistant 
director of advising 
favorite Quote: 
“if you fail to pre-
pare, prepare to fail” 
– mother; “the plans 
may have changed, 
but the goals remain 
the same.”  – father

bio file Waterman is 
the founder 
and director 
of the East 

Flatbush Village, Inc. 
She has resided in East 
Flatbush, Brooklyn for 
32 years. 

She is married to Eric 
Waterman, and they 
have four magnificent 
children – three girls 
and one boy: Eynique, 
13, Erique, 11, Eynee, 
8, and Erynn, 6. Water-
man’s mother is from 
Barbados, and her father 
is from Jamaica.

Waterman obtained 
her Master of Business 
Administration General 
Management in 2004 
and continued on to pur-
sue her Ph.D in Lead-
ership in Higher Edu-
cation while working as 
a professor at Berkeley 
College and Taylor Busi-
ness Institute. 

She began her civic 
engagement by creating 
a scholarship fund for 

her family in 2003. 
From 2004 to 2005, 

Waterman served as 
Block Association presi-
dent for East 29th Block 
Association, which 
comprises four blocks 
from Glenwood Road 
to Newkirk Avenue in 
Brooklyn. 

During that same 
time, she organized the 
East 46th Street Block 
Association and also 
coordinated multiple 
community block clean-
ups since 2004.

mONiQUE wAtERmAN
Takes her civic duties seriously

home country:
Born in Brooklyn to 
Barbadian mother 
and jamaican father
education: 
ph.d in leadership in 
higher education 
occupation: 
east flatbush Village, 
inc., founder and 
director 
person i admire: 
“i admire my grand-
parents, ethan and 
doriel chandler who 
migrated here from 
Barbados in 1965 
with seven children 
and later had their 
eight child once 
settled in Brooklyn, 
Ny,” she says. “they 
were able to work 
and obtain a two-
family house to raise 
their children in east 
flatbush

bio file

Germane Wil-
liams was born 
in New York 
City; both of his 

parents are from Jamaica. 
His mother is from the 
parish of St. Catherine, 
and his father is from 
Mandeville.  

Williams’ father, Ken 
Williams, came to the 
United States with the 
hopes of becoming an 
actor. He even emceed 
some of Bob Marley’s live 
shows when he visited the 
Tri-State area, including 
at The Apollo Theater, 
which also featured The 
Commodores. Williams’ 
father has been a success-
ful entrepreneur as the 
owner of nightclub Carib 
New York and now the 
chief executive officer of 
Jamaica’s Hot 102 FM.

Williams’ mother, Dr. 
Jean Chin, is a graduate of 
Columbia Medical School 
and is the first woman of 
color to open her own OB/
GYN private practice on 

NYC’s Park Avenue.
After graduating high 

school, Williams attended 
Drew University in New 
Jersey and graduated with 
a BA in Sociology. In col-
lege, he was a radio DJ, 
like his father.

During his few years 
in Corporate America and 
working for great com-
panies like Conde Nast 
Publications, J Records 
and My9 Network, Wil-
liams said he sneaked off 
to acting, voiceover and 
modeling auditions.  

He was also a guest 
co-host and entertain-
ment and sports news 

reporter for his father’s 
weekly radio show at 93.5 
WVIP-FM.  

home country:
jamaica
education: 
syracuse university, 
ma in television, 
radio and film; drew 
university in New 
jersey, Ba in sociol-
ogy 
occupation: 
saG-aftra actor, 
voiceover artist and 
on air personality.
person i admire: 
“as i get older my ad-
miration and love for 
my mother continues 
to evolve and grow 
because i appreciate 
all that she does and 
all that she is. she 
is the true epitome 
of a strong jamaican 
woman.

bio file

GERmANE k. wiLLiAmS
Walks in his father’s footsteps

The Rev. Karian 
Wright, who was 
born in Jamai-
ca, is a minister 

in the Church of God 
and currently a program 
manager in the Center 
for Inclusive Education 
(CIE) within the Grad-
uate School at Stony 
Brook University. 

The CIE is dedicated 
to increasing aware-
ness of issues related to 
diversity at the univer-
sity level, collaborating 
with faculty and staff 
to enhance the diver-
sity of their respective 
departments, and at the 
national level, engag-
ing in scholarly research 
activities and program 
assessment, with the 
ultimate goal of contrib-
uting to a greater body 
of knowledge related to 
issues of inclusion and 
diversity.

In her current role, 
Rev. Wright manages 
the National Science 

Foundation (NSF) fund-
ed Alliances for Gradu-
ate Education and the 
Professoriate - Transfor-
mation (AGEP-T) Pro-
gram, called Frontiers 
of Research and Aca-
demic Models of Excel-
lence (FRAME), and 
the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) funded 
Institutional Research 
and Academic Career 
Development Awards 
(IRACDA) Program, 
called New York Consor-
tium for the Advance-
ment of Postdoctoral 
Scholars (NY-CAPS). 

REV. kARiAN wRiGht
Dedicated to increasing diversity in academia

home country:
jamaica
education: 
monroe college, mas-
ter’s and bachelor’s 
degrees in business 
administration
occupation: 
program manager, 
stony Brook 
university
person i admire: 
the person she most 
admires is her dad, 
who is her hero. 
although he stands 
over 6 feet tall, he is 
“one of the kindest, 
most affectionate 
individuals” she has 
ever known. he has 
always been her big-
gest supporter and 
has always encour-
aged her to do her 
best and be her best 
at all times. 

bio file
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2010 Audi A5
Stk#020543, moonroof, leather, 52k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$233
BUY IT FOR
$18,9997

2011 BMW X5
Stk#412903, navigation, leather,60K miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$330
BUY IT FOR
$25,645

2009 BMW X6
Stk#224644, navi, leather, back up camera, 48k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$452
BUY IT FOR
$33,992

2011 Dodge Challenger R/T
Stk#504902, V-8, 6 spd Hemi, 18k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$285
BUY IT FOR
$22,495

2012 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 
Stk#206899, lthr, hard top, V6, 15k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$715
BUY IT FOR
$51,998

2009 Range Rover SUPERCHARGED
Stk#300749, Strut pkg, V8, 19k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$540
BUY IT FOR
$39,985

2012 Cadillac Escalade
Stk#101633, V8, 6 spd HD w/OD, 36k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$576
BUY IT FOR
$42,485

2012 Mercedes Benz C250 
Stk#75667, navigation, back up camera, 42k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$273
BUY IT FOR
$21,682

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

Services:
- Sales and leasing of any new / used car

- Full pick up and delivery services 
 ( domestic and international )

- Special fi nancing and leasing arrangements

- Full concierge services

- Full service customized ( audio, wheels, etc. )

Looking for a particular vehicle in NY? 
Allow Dancy Automotive Group to 
locate the car of your dreams

Understanding the lifestyles of today’s consumer, we have 
mastered the concept of customer service.
Founded on honesty and integrity, we will continue to be 
leaders in our industry.

NO FEES! JUST ADD TAX AND TAGS! MUST FINANCE WITH DEALER. PRICE INCLUDES CUSTOMER LOYALTY REBATE. THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO EARN YOUR BUSINESS. Monthly payment based on down payment of $3995. Financed for 75 months at 2.9% APR. All Payments exclude taxes & DMV fees. All 
Payments include customer loyalty rebate. Must be approved through primary lender. Severity and credit may affect down payment and terms. Cannot be combined with 
any other offers. Exp. 11-30-14 Not responsible for typo errors. 

105 Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY 11021
888-594-9380

www.dancyautomot ive .com
DMV# 7114556

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS!
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