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*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of 
Health Marketplace October 15, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus 
than any other health plan!*”l

Find out why at the opening 
of our new community 
offi ce in Brooklyn!

For more information please call: 
1.866.303.9629 or visit us at 
www.metroplus.org

Nov. 15 – Feb. 15 is your chance to enroll in a NY State of Health Marketplace plan.

MetroPlus Health Plan
Brooklyn Community Offi  ce

2221 Church Avenue
between Flatbush and Bedford Avenues

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15
9:00 AM – 7:00 PM

FREE GIFTS ALL DAY!
(while supplies last)

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday – Friday, 9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Saturday, 10:00 A.M. – 7:00 P.M.
Closed Sundays

Learn about no-cost or low-cost health 
insurance options available through the 
NY State of Health Marketplace.
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Let’s celebrate the 
next generation of 

Caribbean Americans 

Caribbean Americans are a vital 
national resource, creating 
employment, commercial, and 
cultural opportunities, while 

empowering communities with a force 
as compelling as the oceanic heritage 
of our ancestors.

Caribbean Life and DiasporaDash-
board.com are mindful of these con-
tributions, and proud to dedicate a 
special edition highlighting the unique 
accomplishments of some of these gift-
ed people. 

They are a new generation, with 
ideas and talents to match.

Our “40 Under 40” publication show-
cases 40 of Caribbean America’s best 
and brightest, including a gifted jew-
elry designer who’s collection appears 
at Macy’s, a social worker who holds the 
hands of families making the transition 

from homeless shelters to their own 
homes, twin brothers who have become 
titans of the insurance business, and 
an award-winning NY1 reporter, just to 
name a few.

Some of them have conquered 
extraordinary obstacles on their per-
sonal and professional journeys. Others 
have paved the way for future genera-
tions to succeed with confidence. 

Yet all of them have demonstrated a 
commitment to hard work, attention to 
duty, and love of community that has 
inspired, educated, healed, and uplifted 
innumerable people.

They are making today and tomor-
row better than yesterday for all of us. 
We thank them for that, and hope that 
you, our faithful readers, will enjoy 
reading their stories as much as we did 
bringing them to you.

40
under

40

Congratulates his ex-dancer
Keisha Laren Clarke Gray

on this Prestigious
Caribbean Life 40 under 40 award

50 Chestnut Street, Rochester, NY 14604  
(585) 454-3260 info@garthfagandance.org

Garth Fagan &

is proud to congratulate

Kimeta Straker
on receiving the

40 under 40 Award
sponsored by

Caribbean Life Newspapers and
DiasporaDashboard.com

María D. Martinez, Assistant Vice Provost

“providing undergraduate students with the tools for success”
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A great deal is being made these 
days, and rightfully so, about the stra-
tegic importance of the diaspora and 
its potential role in the development 
of countries of origin.  No less so for 
the Caribbean diaspora—or perhaps, 
even more critically important for 
struggling small island nations, like 
those in the region.

But how do we address generational 
and demographic shifts within the 
diaspora?  How do we engage post-
first generation youth and make them 
a part of the program?  Why should 
American-born children of Carib-
bean parents identify with their par-
ents’ homelands?  Are cultural roots 
enough to keep them connected?

How do we convey that their value 
to the region is not merely measured 
in terms of their remittance potential?  
How do we access their skill sets and 
their knowledge without having to 
place them on the ground in the Car-
ibbean, an unlikely possibility for most 
of these young professionals—many 
of whom are American-born?  

These are some of the key questions 
that will need to be addressed if the 
Caribbean diaspora movement is to 
be sustainable.  The Global Diaspora 
Initiative launched by the U.S. State 
Department in 2010 has been effec-
tive in putting “diaspora engagement” 
on the map and has brought together 
thought leaders and community rep-
resentatives from across every immi-
grant grouping.  The experiences of 
successful diaspora movements, such 
as the Israeli-, Chinese-, Indian-, 
and Irish-Americans, could be very 
instructive to Caribbean policy mak-
ers and diaspora groups.  

The young professionals being hon-
ored at this year’s Caribbean Life 40 
Under 40 Awards are examples of the 

quality and breadth of expertise with-
in the diaspora. We find that they are 
in a cross-section of industry; they 
are technology entrepreneurs; they 
are artists; they are bankers; they are 
scientists; they are social workers; and 
more.  

They proudly acknowledge their 
Caribbean roots and we see in them 
an evolved paradigm of what it could 
mean to give back to the homeland 
as they connect through technolo-
gy.  They are, indeed, key connectors 
between Caribbean and the world. 
They must be an essential component 
of Caribbean diaspora movement as 
they are the key to its sustainability; 
as well as a reservoir for fresh ideas 
and innovation.  

Tonight they stand and are being 
counted.  

DiasporaDashboard.com is thrilled 
to salute them and we offer them our 
heartfelt congratulations.

Stand Up and Be Counted!

Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger
Business Analyst

Senior Advisor, Caribbean Life
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MACY’S IS PROUD TO CONGRATULATE

MATEO 
BIJOUX

past participant of  

The Workshop At Macy’s 

ON BEING SELECTED FOR

CARIBBEAN LIFE’S  
4O UNDER 4O AWARDS!
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Tr i n i d a d i a n -
born Natasha 
Andrews moved 
to New York in 

1995, where she pur-
sued a modeling career 
and a degree in digital 
media arts. 

In 1998, she turned 
her attention to the Car-
ibbean music industry. 
Under her management, 
the 12-member soca 
band, Cloud IX, then 
one of the youngest and 
most popular groups in 
New York, toured the 
United States and Trini-
dad and Tobago.

Soca artiste Postman 
independently released 
Andrews’ first album, 
which sold more than 
5,000 copies.

In 2005, Andrews 
started Mastamind Pro-
ductions, a music pro-
duction and consulting 
company, with award-
winning producer/com-
poser Shawn Masta-
mind Noel. 

In 2008, she became 
ill with ovarian cancer, 
but she never slowed 
down. 

Andrews used her 
knowledge of the Car-
ibbean music industry 
to counsel Caribbean 
artiste residing in U.S. 
pro bono to help jump 
start their careers.  

Under her manage-
ment, Mastamind Pro-
ductions has released 
more than 30 albums, 

including several parang 
albums.

From his grand-
mother’s kitchen 
in his native St. 
Lucia to some of 

New York City’s most cel-
ebrated restaurants, chef 
and culinary ambassador 
Shorne Benjamin has 
had plenty of experience 
with the traditional, and 
not-so-traditional, tech-
niques and bright flavors 
of island cuisine. 

Since early childhood, 
he’s enjoyed cooking for 
many people with diverse 
tastes and culinary pref-
erences.  

He experimented with 
rich, exotic flavors and 
eventually developed his 
signature flair - an art 
form and culinary sensa-
tion he’s called “New Age 
Caribbean.” It can sim-
ply be defined as a Car-
ibbean-inspired fusion of 
world flavors and concep-
tual cooking. 

With a strong entre-
preneurial spirit, passion 
and dreams of owning 

his own restaurant, Ben-
jamin settled in New York 
and pursued a finance 
degree before following 
his passion for culinary 
arts.  

In 2009, he graduated 
as a certified chef from 
the prestigious French 
Culinary Institute, New 
York.

His cuulinary high-
lights include: Co-found-
er of ShorCulinaire Inc., 
Private Chef and Catering 
Services.

Benjamin worked 
alongside renowned Mas-
ter Chef Jean George, 

owner of the popular 
ABC Restaurant (NYC), 
and Chef James Jermyn 
at the award-winning res-
taurant, Maloney & Por-
celli.  

Benjamin also worked 
with Executive Chef 
James Patterson at the 
well-known Lower East 
Side (NYC) contemporary 
Italian restaurant, called 
Falai. 

NATASHA ANDREWS
Key advisor to many musical artistes

SHORNE BENJAMIN
Serves a taste of the Caribbean

HOME COUNTRY:
Trinidad and Tobago
EDUCATION:  
TCI College, studied 
Digital Media Arts
OCCUPATION:  
Senior book produc-
tion editor at John 
Wiley and Sons Inc.
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
Admires “quite a few 
people, so it’s hard 
to pick one. However 
I will mention Jean 
Alexander, direc-
tor of the Caribbean 
American Center of 
NY. I do not know 
too many people 
who work has hard 
as she does. She is 
always willing to help 
others and makes 
every effort to keep 
the Caribbean culture 
alive.”

BIO FILE
HOME COUNTRY:
St. Lucia
EDUCATION:
French Culinary 
Institute, New York 
OCCUPATION: 
Certifi ed Chef
FAVORITE QUOTE: 
New Age Caribbean 
Cuisine: “… a Carib-
bean inspired fusion 
of world fl avors and 
conceptual cooking.”

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Tamika Bent 
migrated from 
Jamaica to the 
U.S., the prover-

bial land of opportunity, 
and planted her roots in 
the Bronx. She has been 
a resident of New York 
since then.  

After graduating at 
the top of her class from 
Harry S. Truman High 
School in the Bronx, 
she attended the State 
University of New York 
at Albany, graduating 
magna cum laude and 
Phi Beta Kappa with 

a Bachelor’s of Arts in 
English.

Bent graduated from 
Cornell Law School in 

Ithaca, with her Juris 
Doctorate; and Univer-
sité Paris I Panthéon 
Sorbonne, graduating 
with a Master en Droit.  

She said the U.S. Juris 
Doctorate/French Mas-
ter en Droit is a four-
year dual degree pro-
gram that has given her 
“a dynamic approach to 
the practice of law and 
the education necessary 
to be a licensed lawyer 
in both the U.S. and 
France.” 

Feeling confident 
that she had reached the 
right milestones aca-
demically, Bent set out 
to achieve her profes-

sional goals, “which was 
not an easy feat because 
I graduated from law 
school in 2007, on the 
cusp of the global finan-
cial crisis.”

Mateo Bijoux, 
the son of a 
seamstress, 
grew up in 

the tropical paradise of 
Montego Bay, Jamaica.

At the age of 16, 
Bijoux moved to the 
United States to study, 
where he then discov-
ered his true passion for 
the art of jewelry and 
fashion design. In 2009, 
the Mateo New York 
brand was born. 

He develops crea-
tions that are inspired 
by his adopted city, New 
York, and artists such as 
Grace Jones, as well as 
memories of his child-
hood and his moth-
er, who is his eternal 
muse. 

Tough but precious, 

the jewels are naturally 
and characteristically 

nonchalant.
Bijoux produces 

beautiful jewelry that is 

raw by nature but fine 
by their inception.

He admires his moth-
er, Carmel Harris, the 
most: 

“She is a complete 
source of support. She 
is the glue that holds 
everything together. My 
mother is the epitome 
of strength, beauty and 
resilience.”  

TAMIKA BENT
A lawyer with a passion for public service

MATEO BIJOUX
Passionate jewelry and fashion designer

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION:
Cornell Law School 
in Ithaca, with Juris 
Doctorate, and 
Université Paris I 
Panthéon Sorbonne 
with Master en 
Droit; 
OCCUPATION:  
Senior associate 
at the elite New 
York-based law fi rm 
Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley and McCloy, 
LLP.  
keep me balanced 
to pursue my 
passion in public 
service in spite of a 
very busy schedule.”

BIO FILE
HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Southern New 
Hampshire Univer-
sity, Bachelors of 
Science in Hospital-
ity Management
OCCUPATION: 
Designer
PERSON I ADMIRE:
His mother: “She is 
the glue that holds 
everything together.”

BIO FILE

“THE MENTAL AND 
PHYSICAL BENEFITS 
OF A SPORT, KEEP 
ME BALANCED TO 

PURSUE MY PASSION 
IN PUBLIC SERVICE IN 
SPITE OF A VERY BUSY 

SCHEDULE.” BIJOUX PRODUCES BEAUTIFUL 
JEWELRY THAT IS RAW BY NATURE BUT 

FINE BY THEIR INCEPTION.
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Gilbert Bramwell 
is a Jamaican 
small busi-
ness owner. He 

is currently studying for 
his B.S in small business 
and entrepreneurship at 
Devry University of New 
York. 

Rapid Rinse Laundry 
Cleaning Services was 
started in October 2013. 
Bramwell started it with 
a fellow colleague after 
he was asked about 
business ideas that have 
changed how we live.

Rapid rinse is a busi-
ness that provides laun-
dry cleaning and dry-
cleaning services for its 
members, with plans to 
offer more features in 
the near future.

Bramwell chose 
the laundry industry 
because he felt it could 
work with his back-
ground in retail wireless 
customer service. 

While the majority 
of Bramwell’s career 

has been spent working 
for T-Mobile, U.S.A., he 
also worked for Block-
buster Video and par-
ents’ insurance agen-
cy, Peoples Insurance 
Center.

Before becoming an 
owner, he worked in 
wireless retail for 10 
years, with eight years 
in retail management. 

After two years 
as a sales associate, 
Bramwell was promoted 
to assistant store man-
ager and then store 

manager seven months 
later. 

HOME COUNTRY: 
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Owner/founder, Rapid 
Rinse Services, LLC
OCCUPATION:  
Entrepreneur
PERSON I 

ADMIRE: “The 
people I admire are 
my parents, Dawn 
and Gilbert Bramwell 
Sr. My parents have 
owned their own 
insurance agency 
for more than 20 
years, and managed 
to raise four kids. So 
my intentions are to 
continue the tradition 
they have set forth 
with their work ethic 
and dedication to 
uplifting our culture 
through success.”

BIO FILERuschell Boone 
is the Queens 
Reporter for 
NY1 News and 

an award winning jour-
nalist. She joined the 
news channel in 2002. 
She also works as a fill-
in anchor and talk show 
host. 

Boone has covered 
many major news sto-
ries, including the 
Sean Bell police shoot-
ing, Hurricane Sandy 
and the overwhelming 
number of homeless 
people living in the sub-
way system.

Her work was recent-
ly recognized by her 
peers. She received the 
2014 award for Best Spot 

News Reporting from 
the New York Associa-
tion of Black Journal-
ists. In addition, she 
won the New York Press 
Club’s 2013 award for 
Best Feature Reporting.

Prior to her arrival 
at NY1, Boone worked 
as a news associate for 
CNBC Business News, 
where she produced 
news updates and wrote 
for several shows.

She went on to CNN, 
where she worked as an 
associate producer and 
assignment editor.

Ruschell is a native 
of Kingston, Jamaica. 
She emigrated to New 
York City as a child 
and attended Richard 
R. Green Junior High 
and Harry S. Truman 
High School in the 
Bronx.

She earned a Bach-
elors of Business Admin-
istration in Accounting 
from Baruch College in 
Manhattan.

RUSCHELL BOONE
Dedicated journalist with an eye for details

GILBERT BRAMWELL
Dedicated to uplifting his culture

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

BOONE HAS COVERED 
MANY MAJOR NEWS 
STORIES, INCLUDING 

THE SEAN BELL 
POLICE SHOOTING, 
AND HURRICANE 

SANDY.

HOME COUNTRY: 
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Baruch College, 
BA in Business 
Management
OCCUPATION:  
New York1, Queens 
Reporter

BIO FILE
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Donald Brown 
currently holds 
the title of man-
aging director 

of System Operations 
at the New York Stock 
Exchange, a 222-year-old 
stock trading institution. 

The New York Stock 
Exchange also known as 
the “Big Board” is one of 
the largest stock exchang-
es in the world by market 
capitalization of its listed 
companies.  

Brown’s team is respon-
sible for the operation and 
system availability of the 
electronic trading system 
used daily to handle 3000 
plus instruments that 
trade at the New York 
Stock Exchange.  

At the exchange, 
Brown has held positions 
of senior quality assur-
ance analyst and direc-
tor of the quality assur-
ance team, where he was 
responsible for ensuring 
quality software systems 
were built and validated 

to provide the function 
intended. 

Brown was born in 
St. Catherine, Jamaica, 
where he lived for the 
first 13 years of his life. 
He migrated to the U.S. 
in 1990, where he attend-
ed Sheepshead Bay High 
School and later went on 
to complete his Bachelors 
in Computer Science at 
Hofstra University.

In 2013, Brown was 
nominated by the New 
York Stock Exchange to 
receive the “Black Achiev-
ers in Industry” award, 
handed out by the Har-

lem YMCA for his accom-
plishments.  

Brown has been mar-
ried to his wife for 15 
years and has three beau-
tiful children, two daugh-
ters and a son. 

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION:
Hofstra University, 
Bachelors in 
Computer Science
OCCUPATION: 
New York Stock 
Exchange, Sr. quality 
assurance analyst 
and director of the 
quality assurance 
team
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
My parents who are 
very familiar with 
hard work and sac-
rifi ce; they preached 
the importance of 
family. 

BIO FILERe e s h e m a h 
Brightley is an 
entrepreneur, 
consultant and 

educator. She recently 
joined the team at Zeno-
Radio as the Caribbean 
regional content admin-
istrator. In her role, she 
is responsible for the Eng-
lish-speaking Caribbean 
region and the Caribbean 
Diaspora in the United 
States and the United 
Kingdom. This position 
allows her to connect 
radio broadcasters in the 
Caribbean and the U.S. 
who focus on the Carib-
bean market.  

As an educator, Bright-
ley is the vice president of 
operations of Sabree Edu-
cation Services, a subsidi-
ary of her event planning 
company, Sabree Special 
Events LLC. 

In this position, she 
trains childcare providers, 
servicing families with 
infants and toddlers; she 
co-facilitates classes for 

parents and their infants/
toddlers and plans fam-
ily oriented events. She 
is also the co-creator of 
the First 2000 Days NY™ 
Campaign and writer for 
her parent blog Sabree-
HarlemParents.com.

As an entrepreneur, 
Brightley decided to shift 
the focus of her event 
planning business from 
the Caribbean entertain-
ment industry to youth. 

Working with the 
youth has always been 
one of her passions; it 
began during her time 
working on the Harlem 
Book Fair. 

REESHEMAH BRIGHTLEY
Shares her passion for youth

DONALD BROWN
Keeps the stock exchange abuzz

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION:
Hobart & Williams 
Smith Colleges, BA, 
Spanish and Hispanic 
Studies
OCCUPATION:  
Entrepreneur, consul-
tant and educator
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“I admire my mother 
because of the 
challenges she’s 
overcome – never 
allowing it to con-
sume her,” Brightly 
says. “She always 
fi gures out a way to 
work through them 
or have them work 
in her favor some-
how.”
FAVORITE QUOTE: 
“Loving life and dar-
ing to live it” – Dr. 
Maya Angelou

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Professor Natasha Lightfoot 

The Caribbean Diaspora’s #1 Public Affairs Radio Program

“Diplomatically 
Speaking”

with 
Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger

Former Jamaican Consul General

Tune in to hear from the leaders in finance, 
U.S. federal and local government, 

CARICOM Ministers and Heads of State...
Diplomats... Business Leaders...

The talk that keeps you 
updated and up to speed.

Sponsored by

Sundays
4-5pm

93.5 FM

Also listen at tunein.com
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Keisha Laren 
Clarke Gray is 
proud to be one 
of the blessed 

40 Under 40 honored 
this year. She was born 
and raised in Brooklyn 
to two lovely Jamaican 
parents, Lance and Jen-
nifer Clarke.  

Clarke Gray graduat-
ed from California Insti-
tute of the Arts with a 
BFA in Dance. 

Her other training 
is from Gotta Dance 
Inc., Jamaica School 
of Dance, La Guardia 
High School of Music 
& Art and Performing 
Arts, Alvin Ailey Ameri-
can Dance Center and 
London Contemporary 
Dance School. She is a 
performing artist, cho-
reographer and dance 
instructor. 

Having been a mem-
ber of the inaugural 
cast of “The Lion King” 
in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, Clarke Gray later 

became “Swing- Dance 
Captain,” covering mul-
tiple roles, as well as 
teaching them to others 
in the show with “The 
Lion King” on Broadway 
and The National Tour.  

Clarke Gray toured 
worldwide with Garth 
Fagan Dance and Lula 
Washington Dance The-
atre. 

She is a former Hal 
Jackson Talented Teen 
and later became the 
choreographer/ direc-
tor of the Hal Jackson 
Talented Teens Interna-
tional Competition. 

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
California Institute of 
the Arts, with a BFA 
in Dance
OCCUPATION: 
Performing artist, 
choreographer and 
dance instructor
PERSON I AD-
MIRE: 
Late paternal grand-
mother Luna Christi-
ana Burford Clarke. 
“She was a loving 
and respected god-
fearing wife; mother; 
matron of Bellevue 
Psychiatric Hospital 
in Kingston, Jamaica; 
a volunteer with Girls 
Town as well as the 
Senior Girls Sunday 
School teacher.
FAVORITE QUOTE: 
Proverbs 3:5-6 & Isa-
iah 60:1

BIO FILEFor over a decade 
Cynthia Car-
rion’s career 
has focused on 

advancing human 
rights and community 
empowerment on the 
local, national and inter-
national levels. Since 
2000, Carrion has been 
involved in community 
and youth development 
as an administrator, edu-
cator, advocate, film-
maker and organizer. 

She has worked closely 
with youth and commu-
nity based organizations 
in New York, San Jose 
(Costa Rica), Freetown 
(Sierra Leone) and has 
been a leading organizer 
for the volunteer group 
Border of Lights, an art 
and service project along 
the Haitian and Domini-
can border.  

Carrion is the deputy 
director at the North-
ern Manhattan Coalition 
for Immigrant Rights 
(NMCIR), committed to 

expanding access to legal 
immigration services, 
participating in policy 
making and community 
organizing.

Prior to joining the 
team at NMCIR, Carrion 
worked with international 
non-governmental organ-
izations (NGOs) to sup-
port youth development 
and leadership as the 
national youth programs 
coordinator for Amnesty 
International USA and the 
youth producing change 

coordinator for Human 
Rights Watch.  

CYNTHIA CARRION
Youth development advocate

KEISHA L. CLARKE GRAY
Loves performing and teaching dance

HOME COUNTRY: 
Her mother is from 
the Dominican Re-
public and her father 
is Puerto Rican. 
She was born in Far 
Rockaway, Queens, 
NY. 
EDUCATION:
City College, City 
University of New 
York (CUNY), M.A. 
in international rela-
tions; Hunter College, 
CUNY, B.A. in Media 
Studies and Latin 
America and Carib-
bean Studies 
OCCUPATION: 
Deputy Director for 
Northern Manhattan 
Coalition for Immi-
grant Rights
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
Jesuit Father Mario 
Serrano. 

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Proud Sponsor 
Caribbean Life’s

40 Under 40 Awards
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When Saman-
tha Clyne’s 
parents got 
d i v o r c e d 

during her sophomore 
year at in high school, 
her biggest worry was 
how her twin sister — 
who was just entering 
intermediate school — 
was going to adjust to 
the dramatic change in 
their lives.

The sisters had always 
been close, but the 
change intensified their 
relationship. 

“The divorce brought 
us together,” she said. “I 
became like a mommy 
sister.”

They got through it 
together, and from that 
moment on, the Grena-
da-born Clyne decided 
she would dedicate a 
portion of her life help-
ing families in need. 

Clyne’s education set 
the course: at Clara Bar-
ton High, she was accept-
ed into the MACY’s Med-

ical Honors Program, 
and the Arthur Ashe 
program that connected 
her to SUNY Downstate 
Hospital in East Flat-
bush, starting her on 
her way. 

She then studied 
forensic psychology at 
John Jay College, and 
after volunteering as a 
social worker dealing 
with sex offenders, she 
moved to jobs helping 
formerly homeless peo-
ple transition from shel-
ters to residences, first at 
the Doe Fund and now 
at CAMBA Gardens.

It is there that she’s 
made the most differ-

ence, helping residents 
with mental illness find 
their way.

Families such as the 
Elizabeth Melendez’s — 
a mom of three whose 
divorce and a bout with 
depression and agora-
phobia ended with a stay 
in a homeless shelter. 

Things began to turn 
around when she met 
Clyne.

“I had to hold her 
hand and help her find 
her way,” Clyne said. 

SAMANTHA CLYNE
Extends a helping hand when needed

HOME COUNTRY:
Grenada
EDUCATION: 
John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice
OCCUPATION: 
Social Worker, 
CAMBA
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
My mother Diane 
Clyne.

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Trinidadian-born 
Geoff K. Cooper 
is a change agent 
on a mission to 

move millions to a high-
er level of living. 

As an entrepreneur, 
speaker, and youth advo-
cate, for the past 10 years, 
Cooper has been serving 
with businesses, organi-
zations and individuals 
to empower people, par-
ticularly, the youth, to 
live their best life and 
help others do the same. 

He is the editor-in-
chief and publisher of 
GCaribbean Magazine, 
founder and convener 
of the Calabash Con-
sortium, Inc. and is a 
former United Nations 
Youth Spokesperson for 
the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs). 
GCaribbean’s U.S. base is 
in New York and Carib-
bean base is Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Holder’s spiritually-
rich tradition and hum-

ble beginnings in a vil-
lage in the Caribbean 
has imbued him with 
a passion to see people 
live their best life, and he 
works tirelessly to ensure 
that he is a conduit for 
good news, positive 
energy and empowering 
resources.

In 2010, Holder had a 
revelation about the Cal-
abash, one of the world’s 
first cultivated plants. 

In every culture glo-
bally, the Calabash was 
used as either a vessel 
or a raw resource. Hold-
er saw this as a power-
ful metaphor for human 
beings, and has worked 

to usher in the “Calabash 
Model” – a paradigm 
for manifesting service, 
where everyone recog-
nizes that he/she is a ves-
sel filled with resources 
and can use the resourc-
es to empower his/her 
selves and others. 

GEOFF K. COOPER
A conduit for good news & positive energy

HOME COUNTRY:
Trinidad
EDUCATION: 
Monroe College, with 
degrees in business 
management, ac-
counting and fi nance
OCCUPATION: 
Publisher
PERSON I AD-
MIRE:
“Every accomplish-
ment can be credited 
to the hard work, 
dedication and sac-
rifi ce of my parents, 
Eusebio and Chris-
tine Cooper.”

BIO FILE
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Monroe College congratulates 
Karian Wright 

on receiving the Caribbean Life Newspapers 
and Diaspora Dashboard.com 

40 under 40 award.

We are proud of you.
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Trisha Ocona 
Francis has an 
intense dedica-
tion and com-

mitment to her commu-
nity, which has her often 
looked at as the trusted 
and respected go-to per-
son for when many are 
in need of real estate and 
housing questions and 
honest direction. 

She was recognized 
as a 2012 Extraordinary 
Woman of Brooklyn, 
2013 Brooklyn’s Woman 
of Distinction by CNG 
Local, 2014 Rising Star 
of Brooklyn, and 2014 
Star of Brooklyn for 
her contribution of real 
estate in Brooklyn. 

Ocona Francis is the 
chief executive officer of 
real estate OCONA, LLC, 
a NYC brokerage. 

She is also a licensed 
real estate broker in 
New Jersey at Prominent 
Properties Sotheby’s 
International Realty. 

Ocona Francis is an 

appointed board mem-
ber by the Governor of 
the NYS Department 
of State’s Real Estate 
Board, where she and 
her fellow board mem-
bers share regulatory 
duties with The Division 
of Licensing Services 
and has the power to 
set the rules and regula-
tions of New York State 
Real Estate, and help 
create and enforce the 
NYS real estate laws. 

She is a former board 
director for the Eastern 
Bergen County Board of 
Realtors and is the only 
NYS certified employer/
union assisted housing 
expert. 

TRICIA OCONA FRANCIS
Your dedicated real estate expert

HOME COUNTRY:
Born in the U.S, her 
mother is Jamaican 
and father is Venezu-
elan; she grew up in 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines and Trini-
dad and Tobago
EDUCATION: 
New York University
OCCUPATION:
Real Estate  
Professional
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
Valerie Jarret. She is 
President Obama’s 
senior advisor. “She 
is a successful real 
estate professional 
and has a deep love 
for her community.”

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Nadege Fleuri-
mond is the 
owner of Fleu-
rimond Cater-

ing Inc. Utilizing her 
Haitian culinary back-
ground, Fleurimond 
pulls in world flavors 
from Asian, Latin Amer-
ican and European cui-
sines. 

She has catered for 
Ann-Hauser Busch, Paul 
Weiss, NYC Hall, BET, 
The Colbert Report, Dr. 
Mehmet Oz’s Health-
corps and Vivica Fox, 
among others. 

With varying inter-
ests in business, govern-
ment and social issues, 
Fleurimond graduated 
with a degree in Political 
Science from Columbia 

University. 
Fleurimond has been 

quoted in the New York 
Times, appeared on the 
national television show 
“Chopped” on the Food 
Network, and has been 
a food columnist for the 
Haitian Times Newspa-
per since 2008. 

She is also the recipi-
ent of the New York 
Media Alliance’s Eth-
nic Press Fellowship for 
2010 covering the edu-
cation beat. 

Additionally, Fleuri-

mond is the recipient of 
the 2011 Feet in Two 
Worlds Food Writers 
Fellowship, which has 
garnered many awards.

“Taste of Life”: Fleu-
rimond carries this 
theme even further. 
Using short anecdotes, 
she depicts the events of 
her life through a food-
inspired lens. 

The book is a humor-
ous journey into Fleuri-
mond’s life, as she navi-
gates her way through 
the world of food and 
the experiences with 
her family, friends and 
acquaintances.

HOME COUNTRY:
Haiti
EDUCATION:
Columbia University, 
with a degree in 
political science
OCCUPATION:
Business Owner

BIO FILE

NADEGE FLEURIMOND
Whets your appetite with every taste

USING SHORT 
ANECDOTES, SHE 

DEPICTS THE 
EVENTS OF HER LIFE 
THROUGH A FOOD-

INSPIRED LENS. 

The first written 
insurance policy 
appeared in 1750 
BC on a Babylo-

nian obelisk monument 
carved with the code of 
King Hammurabi, assur-
ing debtors they didn’t 
have to repay their loans 
if catastrophe struck.

Today’s average Joe 
is a birdbrain about 
claims, risks, premi-
ums, and other industry 
jargon that can overturn 
dreams into nightmares 
on a dime. 

Lucky for them then 
that insurance twins 
VJ and AJ Ghaness are 
around to save the day.

“Everything is 
touched by insurance,” 
says VJ. 

“It’s one of the four 
cornerstones of the 
economy,” adds AJ.

The baby-faced, 
34-year-old siblings 
from Guyana are local 
pit bulls in an indus-
try dominated by the 

big dogs. Both are se-
nior executive brokers 
at H and N Insurance 
Agency and Financial 
Group, a million-dollar 
company their father 
Harry started in their 
home basement in mid-
1990s with a simple phi-
losophy.

“He used to tell us, 
‘The greatest treasure 
in the world is under-
neath your nose, it’s your 
mouth and if you use it 
effectively, you can get 

anything you want,’ ” say 
the twins with matched 
destinies.

Both have around 18 
years of industry experi-
ence, starting at a whole-
sale insurance fi rm 
where they worked their 
way up from clerks to un-
derwriters, and famil-
iarized themselves with 
heavy-duty aspects of the 
trade, including insur-
ing cargo and 90-story 
commercial buildings. 
Both are studying for 

their Charter Property 
and Casualty Under-
writer designation — the 
industry’s highest at-
tainment. Both are also 
problem solvers for cli-
ents unaware of the fi ne 
print peppering their 
policies.

A fi nancially 
strapped Harlem non-
profi t with 16 low-in-
come housing complex 
was forking over nearly 
a million dollars to 16 
different insurers, until 
the Ghanesses resusci-
tated it by consolidating 
their insurance costs 
into one manageable 
policy. 

A homeowner found 
herself $425,000 in debt 
after a fi re burned down 
her home, but she re-
couped the full amount 
after the twins found 
her an adjustor who 
successfully fought her 
claim in court.

“She got paid in full 
and her house was re-

stored,” says AJ.
Family and commu-

nity are key to their 
success, claim the 
twins. Last summer 
their mother Nadi cre-

ated a benefi t drive for 
terminally ill children 
in Guyana and person-
ally delivered the toys 
to pediatric patients in 
hospitals. And when 
their ancestral village 
was ravaged by a fl ood, 
Harry and Nadi char-
tered a boat and brought 
essential supplies to the 
victims’ doorsteps. The 
brothers have followed 
suit, mentoring young-
sters through the Indo-
Caribbean Alliance out-
reach group they helped 
to form, and speak-

ing motivationally at 
churches, schools, and 
community events.

Insurance has been 
their ticket to life and 
enhanced it exponen-
tially, adds the pair.

“The industry has al-
lowed us to experience 
real world scenarios 
and grow into the men 
we have become,” they 
say proudly.

HOME COUNTRY:
Guyana.
EDUCATION: 
Road scholars; 
AJ attended Queens 
Community College.
OCCUPATION: 
Senior executive 
brokers.
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“Our father Harry 
because of his relent-
less pursuit for suc-
cess.”

BIO FILE

AJ GHANESS & VJ GHANESS
Twin titans of the insurance biz

“EVERYTHING 
IS TOUCHED BY 
INSURANCE, IT’S 

ONE OF THE FOUR 
CORNERSTONES OF 

THE ECONOMY.”
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By Bert Wilkinson
In what his critics call a 

shameless attempt to avoid his 
government falling, President 
Donald Ramotar suspended sit-
tings of Guyana’s parliament 
this week just as the opposition 
parties in the national assembly 
were preparing to pass a no con-
fidence vote in his administra-
tion that would have forced him 
to call general elections in three 
months at the latest.

From all appearances, the 
move did not come as a surprise 
to A Partnership For National 
Unity (APNU) and the Alliance 
For Change (AFC), which had in 
August handed in a terse one-line 
petition to the assembly clerk, 
saying the opposition had lost all 
confidence in the government.

Once this was done, systems 
and processes which result from 
such a serious political and con-
stitutional move began to fall 
into place. As usual, the 65-mem-
ber house took its annual recess 
in the second week of August 
and was scheduled to resume on 
Oct. 10.

A full month passed of noth-
ingness before Ramotar picked 
enough political pluck to call the 
first sitting on the assembly on 

Monday but hours before legisla-
tors took to their seats, Ramotar 
announced that he had decided 
to prorogue or suspend sessions 
of the assembly, effecting giving 
himself powers to run the Carib-
bean trade bloc nation without 
parliamentary oversight for up to 
six months.

The move has triggered wide-
spread condemnation from 
domestic and international 
observers not the least being 
the normally politically dormant 
Catholic Church and the Wash-
ington D.C-based Organization 
of American States (OAS).

Neither denied that Ramotar 
had used a valid clause in the 
constitution to chase home leg-
islators and to prevent the 33 
opposition MP’s from approving 
the no confidence motion but 
both clearly called for a return to 
parliamentary democracy in the 
shortest possible period.

A point to note is that all 33 of 
the 65 opposition members had 
turned out, many decked out in 
crisp business suits to cast their 
votes. Colleagues across the aisle 
stayed away as the first session 
in three months had been can-
celled.

By Nelson A. King
Dominica Prime Minister 

Roosevelt Skerrit has set Dec. 
8 as the new date for general 
elections.  

“With full confidence in 
the capacity of voters to decide 
objectively and choose wisely, 
I have today, in accordance 
with the provisions of sec-
tion 54 of the Constitution of 
the Commonwealth of Domi-
nica, advised his excellency, 
the president, to dissolve 
the Parliament of Dominica, 
with immediate effect, and to 
issue a writ for the holding of 
general elections,” said Sker-
rit in an nationwide radio 
and television address last 

Wednesday.
He said Nomination Day 

will be Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
2014. 

A poll by the Barbados-
based Caribbean Develop-
ment Research Services 
(CADRES) has predicted that 
Skerrit’s Dominica Labor 
Party (DLP) will win another 
term in office. 

CADRES Director Peter 
Wickham, the most signifi-
cant political observation 
the survey generates is the 
projected political swing of 
-two percent away from the 
DLP or four percent towards 
the main opposition United 
Workers Party (UWP). 

“The variation between 
the two projections is a result 
of the fact that the CAD-
RES projection tool relies on 
the electoral history of both 
political parties and on this 
occasion the Dominica Free-
dom Party’s (DFP’s) historic 
support remains unallocat-
ed,” he said. 

“Notwithstanding, the 
direction of the swing is con-
sistent in both instances and 
consistent with what would 
be a normal trend in the case 
of a fourth-term government 
in the Caribbean,” Wickham 
added. 

He said that 43 percent of 
Continued on Page 1Continued on Page 1

A member of the New York Regiment Colored Troops Reenactors representing 
Black servicemen of New York’s 26th Regiment during the Civil War marching In 
the Veterans Day Parade on Tuesday Nov.11, 2014. Photo by Tequila Minsky

Dominica PM sets new election date

Tribute to our veterans

GUYANA 
CRISIS

UNFOLDS
Prez Donald Ramotar 
prorogues parliament
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Antigua
Antigua-based Caribbean airline LIAT 

is expected to retrench staff as a result of 
the airline’s decision to cut its fleet from 
the current 11 aircraft to nine next year.

LIAT Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
David Evans held talks with the airline 
unions over the carrier’s new business 
plan.

“Like any responsible business we have 
to examine our cost base and if we fly 
fewer aircraft in 2015 than in 2014, we 
also need to reduce our costs to reflect 
this,” Evans said.

“We have also been 
mandated by our board 
of directors to ensure 
that our costs reflect 
the level of activity that 
we carry out. It is too early to say what 
impact there may be on jobs as a result of 
this, and the company will consult with 
its staff and their representatives over its 
plans before making any announcement,” 
he said. 

There is speculation that as many as 
140 employees could be made redundant 
by the move. 

Bahamas
The Bahamas government confirmed 

that 76 people have been arrested recently 
after they failed to meet the new require-
ments for staying legally in the country.

Minister of Immigration Fred Mitchell 
also denied reports that children were 
detained and placed in the Carmichael 
Road Detention center during the exer-
cise.

He told reporters at a news confer-
ence that the administrative measures 
announced by the department on work 
permits, certificates of identity and 
residency permits had gone into effect 
recently, “there was a routine interdiction 
exercise.”

He said that from the time, there have 
been interdiction every 
day, every week and the 
recent exercise “was no 
different from what the 
Department ordinarily 
does and should not be 
used to inflame passions.”

Mitchell said the situation should not 
be politicized. 

“This is simply about enforcing the 
laws of the Commonwealth in a calm and 
quiet manner. The job has to get done 
to protect our borders. Neither fear, nor 
incitement should come out of this,” he 
said.

Last month, Mitchell said non-nation-
als living in The Bahamas from Nov. 1, 
2014 have to show evidence that they 
have permission to live or work in the 
country.

In September, the government warned 
persons without the documents would be 
“arrested, charged and deported.”

Barbados
The Barbados government is review-

ing draft legislation to regulate the use of 
e-cigarettes.

Health Minister John Boyce made 
this announcement during a two-day 
workshop on tobacco taxation for Carib-
bean Community (CARICOM) countries, 
which was held in Bridgetown.

Boyce told delegates to the Pan Ameri-
can Health Organization (PAHO)/World 
Health Organization (WHO) sub-region-
al training workshop that the decision 
to amend the legislation was taken in 
response to a recent WHO report on the 
use of e-cigarette.

He said that the report highlighted 
evidence suggesting 
that exhaled e-cigarette 
aerosols increased the 
background air level of 
some toxicants, nico-
tine and particles.

As a consequence, the WHO has 
advised that legal steps should be taken 
to end e-cigarette use indoors, in public 
and workplaces.

Boyce said tobacco consumption in 
Barbados had decreased from 32 percent 
in 1998 to 8.2 percent in 2007, and pre-
liminary results from the most recent 
survey completed in 2013 showed an even 
further decline.

In 2010, the sale of tobacco products 
to minors was banned and regulations to 
prevent tobacco smoking in public places 
were implemented.

Bermuda
 The British Royal Navy frigate, HMS 

Argyll, has seized cocaine with an esti-
mated street value of US$15 million one 
day after leaving Bermuda, where it had 
been assisting with clean-up following 
the passage of Hurricane Gonzalo.

Officials said after spending four days 
in Bermuda, the frigate was returning 
to a drug-fighting duty in the Caribbean 
when it encountered a suspect yacht in 
the North Atlantic about 150 miles south 
of the island.

The yacht was intercepted and a search 
was conducted, which resulted in the sei-
zure of several bales of cocaine weighing 
more than 200 kilograms of (441 lbs).

Governor George 
Fergusson said that 
while it was too early 
to be sure of the des-
tination of the drugs, 
there was a fair chance that some of it was 
intended for Bermuda.

Dominica
The Pan American Health Organiza-

tion (PAHO) has offered to assist Domini-
ca should the deadly Ebola virus surfaces 
on the island.

This was disclosed by Minister of 
Health Julius Timothy, who attended the 
recently concluded Organization of East-
ern Caribbean States (OECS) Health Min-
isters’ recently held in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

“We have also got commitment from 
PAHO that should Ebola ever surface in 
Dominica, they will immediately take 
over and bring all the resources to Domi-
nica within 72 hours,” he said.

Timothy said screening units for the 
disease are in place at the airport.

“In Dominica, we have in place screen-
ing units at the Melville 
Hall Airport, we are 
finalizing the screen-
ing area at the Princess 
Margaret Hospital and 
we are also identifying 
an isolation area,” the health minister 
said.

He said the OECS Secretariat has 
agreed to update all opposition parties in 
members states of the Ebola status.

Guyana
The Guyana government said it is 

taking umbrage to the recent figures 
released by the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) giving the country the dubi-
ous ranking of having the highest suicide 
rate per capita in the world.

Head of the Presidential Secretariat 
Dr. Roger Luncheon said that the way in 
which the number of 
suicide cases calculated 
by the Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO) and the WHO 
did not accurately reflect what is recorded 
by the Guyana Police Force and the Min-

Continued on Page 24
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Residents dry thier belongings on the roofs of their shack homes surrounded by fl oodwater in Cap-Haitien, 
Haiti, Friday, Nov. 7, 2014. Thousands of families in Haiti and the neighboring Dominican Republic have been 
affected by fl oods from a storm system that drenched the countries for several days. At least fi ve people 
were killed and one was missing. See story page 14. AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery

Storm hits Haiti
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By Nelson A. King
Brooklyn District Attorney Ken-

neth Thompson has applauded the 
new marijuana policy unveiled on 
Monday by Mayor Bill DeBlasio and 
New York Police Department (NYPD) 
Commissioner William J. Bratton. 

“I applaud the Mayor’s decision to 
no longer arrest first-time offenders 
or individuals found in possession 
of small amounts of marijuana city-
wide, similar to the approach that I 
have taken in Brooklyn,” Thompson 
said. 

“I also agree with Police Commis-
sioner Bratton that we must put in 
place certain safeguards to ensure 
that this new policy is not carried 
out in a discriminatory manner,” he 
added. 

But Thompson said he was “con-
cerned about the due process rights 
of those who are given marijuana 
summonses, which for Brooklyn, 
will be addressed at a location in 
Manhattan that is already overbur-
dened.” 

The mayor, who took office prom-
ising to reform the NYPD and repair 
strained relations with black and 
Latino communities, said, while he 
was not advocating the decriminali-
zation of marijuana, the impact of 
enforcement on the people arrested 
and on the NYPD forced him to 
rethink how the police deal with 
low-level marijuana arrests. 

“When an individual is arrested, 
even for the smallest possession of 
marijuana, it hurts their chances to 
get a good job; it hurts their chances 
to get housing; it hurts their chanc-
es to qualify for a student loan,” the 
mayor said. 

“It can literally follow them for 
the rest of their lives and saddle 
young people with challenges that, 
for many, are very difficult to over-
come,” he added. 

By Nelson A. King
Dominica on Monday celebrated its 

36 years of political independence from 
Great Britain with a gala ceremony at the 
Washington, D.C.-headquartered Organi-
zation of American States (OAS).

The OAS said the event was hosted 
by the Permanent Representative of the 
country, Amb. Hubert Charles. 

This year’s celebration was focused 
on the theme, “Our nation, our respon-
sibility,” promoted by the government 
of Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit as a 
call to deepen the contribution that each 
citizen can make to the country’s devel-
opment. 

During the event, OAS Secretary 
General José Miguel Insulza highlight-
ed the broad historical and cultural 
legacy that characterizes the Caribbean 
country and the leadership it has shown 

in the context of its participation in the 
OAS through Amb. Charles, as well as 
the role the country plays within the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
Charles alluded to the political, eco-

nomic and cultural developments that 
have taken place in the country in 
recent decades, underscoring the coop-
eration forged with countries in the 
Western Hemisphere, Europe and Asia. 

He noted the importance that Domi-
nica assigns to the OAS as a multilateral 
institution, stating that the principles 
that guide the priorities of his coun-
try are aligned with the organization’s 
work and mission.

Charles also took the opportunity 
to express appreciation for the work of 
Insulza and Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral Albert Ramdin for their 10 years in 
office, adding that, under their leader-
ship, the OAS “has been able to forge 
the kind of viability that the countries 
of the region need.”

By Nelson A. King 
Brooklyn Councilman Jumaane D. 

Williams has joined elected officials in 
saluting the nation’s veterans, saying 
that “we are in debt to their bravery and 
service, more than lip service.” 

“As we celebrate Veteran’s Day, let 
us remember the men and women in 
uniform who made the ultimate sac-
rifice on behalf of our country,” said 
Williams, the son of Grenadian immi-
grants, who represents the 45th Coun-
cil District in Brooklyn.

“Let us also take this day to thank 
millions of men and women across the 
nation, including those veterans living 
in the 45th council district, for their 
service to our country,” added Williams, 
deputy leader and chair of the Council’s 
Housing and Buildings Committee, who 
last week reached out to the New York 
City Department of Parks and Recrea-
tion Brooklyn Borough Commissioner 
Kevin Jeffrey to request a replacement 
to the tattered American flags located 
at Amersfort Park before Veteran’s Day. 

The Department responded quickly 
and replaced the flags on Nov. 1, Wil-
liams said.

“Our thanks have nothing to do with 
the politics related to the decision of 
war; it has everything to do with the 
sacrifice made,” he said. “No matter 
when, where, or how long a veteran 
served, the fact is that they were asked 
to put your lives on the line and did.”

“Veterans are made promises that 
too often go unfulfilled. It is our duty 
to remember the commitments our 
country has made to our veterans and 
their families, whether it be providing 
housing, assisting with employment, or 
more,” Williams added.

He called on government, service 
organizations and individuals to honor 
the sacrifices that veterans and their 

families have made “by ensuring that 
they have access to all of the necessary 
support services available. 

“If we all work together, our city 
will provide the full salute our veterans 
deserve,” said the councilman, whose 
district covers Flatbush, East Flatbush, 

Flatlands, and parts of Midwood and 
Canarsie. 

Williams, who is also co-chair of the 
Council’s Task Force to Combat Gun 
Violence, is a co-founding member of 
the Progressive Caucus, and a member 
of the Black, Latino & Asian Caucus. 

Brooklyn District Attorney Ken-
neth Thompson.
 AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File

This Caribbean vet stands proud before the parade begins. 
 Photo by Tequila Minsky

Williams salutes vets

Dominica celebrates 36 years of independence

Brooklyn DA 
applauds 

weed policy 

Dominica’s Amb. Hubert Charles ad-
dresses the reception to celebrate 
the Independence of Dominica with 
OAS Secretary General Jos√© 
Miguel Insulza in attendance. 
 Photo courtesy of the OAS
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Of the commentary on the situa-
tion so far, the Jamaica Observer has 
been most strident and forthright in 
its criticisms.

It said that Ramotar “clearly intends 
to maintain himself in power and delay 
elections as long as possible. Mean-
while, he has done his country consid-
erable reputational damage. To delib-
erately create a situation in which the 
executive is exercising power without a 
functioning parliament is a subversion 
of democracy. It is tantamount to the 
conversion of an elected president into 
a de facto dictatorship.”

It also called his reason for sus-
pending sessions to preserve the life 
of parliament rather than completely 
dissolving it “a transparent farce” and 
a sad day for Guyana.

The move has however, placed the 
opposition on the back foot, practi-
cally inviting them to do whatever 

they please.
From what is known so far by way 

of a strong and protracted opposition 
to the presidential move, the APNU 
has scheduled a mass rally for Friday 
night where it will be forced to detail 
its official reaction to the move or face 
the specter of appearing to be weak 
and meek.

One thing is clear, however, is that 
the PPP has had a history of politi-
cal hardheadedness that often leads 
to civil and other forms of unrest. 

The British sent troops to dislodge 
the administration in colonial 1953 as 
it toyed with communism, install an 
interim government and fresh elec-
tions four years later.

In the early 1960s, the CIA and 
other western agencies fermented riots, 
street protests, labor strikes and other 
acts to weaken an unyielding admin-
istration later changing the electoral 
system to pry the PPP from office.

This is what the two parties are fac-
ing in the wake of the suspension, a 
government that is prepared to hang 
in at all costs.

The prorogation has almost wiped 
away the furor from Attorney Gen-
eral Anil Nandlall who was caught on 
an audio tape detailing knowledge of 
plans by pro government gunmen to 
invade and shoot up staffers at the 
daily Kaieteur News Newspaper for its 
sustained coverage of corruption and 
other forms of malfeasance.

It is stuff like this, also widespread 
corruption, the closeness of authorities 
to the narco trade, Ramotar’s refusal to 
recognize and sign opposition bills and 
motions passed in parliament, govern-
ment’s refusal to bring mega projects 
to the assembly for scrutiny and a host 
of other ills that have sparked the lat-
est crisis.

Ramotar 
suspends 

parliament
Continued from cover

respondents indicated a preference for 
the DLP, while 30 percent promised to 
support the UWP. Thirteen percent of 
respondents were unsure which party 
they would support in the next election, 
while 14 percent refused to tell CADRES 
interviewers their preferred candidate 
or party.

Wickham said although the DFP is 
not fielding any candidates, 0.4 percent 
of respondents identified themselves as 
DFP supporters.

But the UWP has strongly rejected 
Wickham’s poll, according to Domi-
nica’s CBN4News. 

The CADRES poll used a sample of 
1,000 potential voters, with a margin of 
error of + or – five percent. 

Elections
Continued from cover

President Donald Ramotar. 
 AP Photo/Felipe Dana, File

Y O U  T H O U G H T  T H E Y  R E P O R T E D
T H E  G A S  L E A K .  T H E Y  T H O U G H T  Y O U  D I D .

“Smell gas. Act fast.” Those 

are the words we want you to 

remember. Don’t assume that 

a neighbor will call 911 or 

1-800-75-CONED. Just leave 

the area immediately and make 

the call yourself. If you prefer, 

you can report a gas-related 

emergency anonymously. You 

don’t even need to be there when 

help arrives. Visit conEd.com for 

more gas safety information and 

take safety into your own hands.

Dominica Prime Minister Roosevelt 
Skerrit. AP Photo/Everett Kennedy Brown

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.
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By Nelson A. King
The Atlanta, GA-based Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
has warned that the chikungunya out-
break in Caribbean and Central and 
South American countries continues to 
spread with no sign of slowing down. 

CDC experts are, therefore, warn-
ing that the painful mosquito-borne 
disease will likely continue to infect 
travelers to the region during the rest 
of this year and beyond.

The outbreak, which began last 
December, has caused an estimated 
795,000 chikungunya fever cases in 37 
countries and territories in the West-
ern Hemisphere as of the end of Octo-
ber, said CDC in its latest update. 

It said more than 1,600 travelers 
returning to the United States with 
chikungunya fever have been reported, 
as of Nov. 4, 2014. 

Before this outbreak, CDC said an 
average of 28 travelers with chikun-
gunya fever returned to the United 
States each year.

CDC estimates that about 9 million 
people travel between the United States 
and Caribbean each year. 

“During fall and winter, people in 
the United States might not be think-
ing about mosquitoes as a risk for dis-
eases. So those who will be visiting the 
Caribbean or Central or South America 
should be aware of the risk of chikun-

gunya in these areas this fall and win-
ter and remember their insect repellent 
and other tips for staying safe,” it said 
in a statement. 

Dr. Roger S. Nasci, chief of CDC’s 
Arboviral Diseases Branch, said the 
beginning of fall means that mosquito 
problems in the continental United 
States will be decreasing. 

“However, travelers to areas where 
the chikungunya outbreak continues 

are at risk of becoming infected,” he 
cautioned. “It is important that trave-
lers understand these risks and take 
appropriate actions to prevent being 
bitten by mosquitoes,” 

The CDC said preventing mosquito 
bites is the best way to avoid chikun-
gunya and other mosquito-borne ill-
nesses, adding that the mosquitoes 
that spread chikungunya bite mostly 
during the daytime. 

CDC recommends using insect repel-
lent and wearing long-sleeved shirts 
and long pants during the day and stay-
ing in air-conditioned or well-screened 
rooms at night. 

It said that those using sunscreen 
should apply insect repellent after sun-
screen. 

Some travelers may be more likely to 
get chikungunya, depending on where 
they travel and the length of their trip, 
CDC said. 

It said travelers more likely to have 
severe disease if they are infected (high-
risk groups) include people older than 
65 and those with arthritis or serious 
underlying medical conditions, such 
as high blood pressure, heart disease, 
or diabetes. 

CDC advises travelers in high-risk 
groups to discuss their travel plans 
with their health care provider before 
leaving. 

By Azad Ali
Former Antigua & Barbuda Prime 

Minister Lester Bird, was among four 
nationals who were knighted during 
the recent Ceremonial Parade to mark 
the 33rd anniversary of Independence 
recently.

Bird was named Knight of the Most 
Exalted Order of National Hero (KNH) 
for his contribution to national devel-
opment as an outstanding sportsman, 
lawyer and parliamentarian for 38 
years – Antigua and Barbuda’s high-
est honor.

The two-term prime minister, who 
joined the ranks of his father, Sir Vere 
Cornwall Bird Sr. and cricket legend, 
Sir Vivian Richards, the only other liv-
ing national hero said he was “proud 
and humbled” with the recent acco-
lade.

Veteran surgeon Dr. Cuthwin Leon-
ard Lake was named Knight Com-
mander of the Most Distinguished 
Order of the Nation for contributions 
to national development in the field of 
medicine.

Proprietor of Harney Motors Ltd, 
Ewart Harney, was also recognized for 
his contribution to entrepreneurship 
and community service. 

Chikungunya outbreak spreads Former 
Antiguan PM 

knighted

IS IT EBOLA?

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor
Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH 
Commissioner

New York City is taking aggressive  

steps to ensure the health and safety  

of all New Yorkers.

If you believe that you have been a 

victim of discrimination because you are 

African, were in Africa, or because others 

believe you have Ebola, call 311 to contact 

the NYC Commission on Human Rights.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
visit nyc.gov/ebola

You can ONLY get Ebola from direct contact with 
the body fluids (blood, vomit, urine, feces, sweat) 
of a person sick with Ebola or who died of Ebola.

If you or a loved one visited West Africa and get 
sick WITHIN 21 days, call 911.

You will be seen right away regardless of ability to 
pay. The hospital staff will not ask you about your 
immigration status.

Haiti’s Health Minister Florence 
Duperval Guillaume reads the in-
formation on a box in a warehouse 
housing a donation of kits to treat 
chikungunya, in the Cite Soleil slum, 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, 
Sept. 10, 2014.  AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery
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†EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS.

NOW THROUGH SUN, NOV. 16  

3-DAY  
SPECTACULAR SALE 

FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM + EXTRA 2O% OR 15% OFF  
+ FREE RETURNS AT MACYS.COM! 
FREE SHIPPING WITH $99 PURCHASE. USE PROMO CODE: GIFT  FOR 
EXTRA SAVINGS; OFFER VALID 11/14-11/16/2014. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; 
SEE MACYS.COM FOR DETAILS. FREE RETURNS BY MAIL OR IN-STORE. 
U.S. ONLY. EXCLUSIONS APPLY; DETAILS AT MACYS.COM/FREERETURNS

3-DAY SPECTACULAR SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 11/14-11/16/2014. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER SALE PRICES NOW THROUGH 1/3/15, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine.
The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

WOW! PASS
EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & CLEARANCE 
APPAREL! (EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

EXTRA 2O% OFF 
SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS, PLUS FINE & FASHION JEWELRY 

EXTRA 15% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE WATCHES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, IMPULSE, 
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TEXT “CPN” TO 62297 TO GET COUPONS, SALES ALERTS & MORE!  
Max 3 msgs/wk. Msg & data rates may apply.  By texting CPN from my mobile number, I agree to receive 

marketing text messages generated by an automated dialer from Macy’s to this number. I understand 
that consent is not required to make a purchase. Text STOP to 62297 to cancel. Text HELP to 62297 

for help. Terms & conditions at macys.com/mobilehelp   Privacy policy at macys.com/privacypolicy
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By Panky Corcino and Danica Coto
SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican 

Republic (AP) _ The Dominican Repub-
lic withdrew as a member of the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights on 
Tuesday, leading rights activists to raise 
concerns about the welfare of migrants 
in the Caribbean country.

The announcement came just weeks 
after the human rights court found 
the Dominican Republic discriminates 
against Dominicans of Haitian descent, 
angering the government, which 
called the findings “unacceptable” and 
“biased.”

Last year, a Dominican court ruled 
that people born in the Dominican 
Republic to migrants living there ille-
gally were not automatically entitled to 
citizenship, basically rendering thou-
sands of people stateless. The govern-
ment has since pledged to resolve their 
status but has only offered residency 
and work permits under a new pro-
gram.

The Costa Rica-based Inter-Amer-
ican Court had given the Dominican 
government six months to invalidate 
the Dominican court’s ruling.

In a 59-page ruling issued Tuesday 
night, the Constitutional Court said 

the country had to withdraw from the 
rights court because the Senate never 
issued a resolution to ratify the Feb-
ruary 1999 agreement with the rights 
court as required by the Dominican 
constitution. Ten judges voted in favor 
of the ruling, while three judges voted 
against it.

The court said its ruling was in 
response to a complaint submitted by a 
group of nationalists in the mid-2000s 
arguing the agreement with the rights 
court was unconstitutional.

Wade McMullen, a legal officer for 
the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Jus-
tice and Human Rights in Washington, 
accused the majority of the judges on 
the court of playing politics at the 
expense of the rights of all Domini-
cans.

“The Constitutional Court’s decision 
is absolutely shameful and shows a 
complete disregard for the rule of law,” 
he said. “The very same Constitutional 
Court has repeatedly recognized the 
binding nature of the Inter-American 
Court for years, while the case it has 
conveniently used to invalidate the 
Inter-American Court’s jurisdiction has 
been sitting on the shelf collecting dust 
for almost a decade.”

Confetti Fruit Cupcake® 
Fruit bouquet with 
cupcake-shaped 
pineapple & strawberries 
dipped in chocolate. 
Call, visit or order at 
edible.com

Pick fruit. It’s fresher. 

1557 Ralph Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
718.451.3344

1357 Fulton St 
Brooklyn, NY 11216
718.622.3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 

718.848.3344

Give a Fresher
Birthday Gift.

Dominican Republic quits 
OAS’s human rights court

Everyone should be comfortable at home. That’s why the EmPower 
New York program provides income-eligible residents* with free 
energy upgrades—all at no cost to you. To learn more and see if 
you’re eligible, visit nyserda.ny.gov/comfort.

*  You may be eligible for EmPower New York if you are eligible for HEAP 
benefits, participate in a utility payment assistance program or have 
a household income below 60 percent of the state median (around 
$50,000 for a family of four). RE

S-
EM

P-
co
ns
14
-a
d-
2-
v1
-8
-1
4

Lower your energy costs with 
FREE energy upgrades

High energy bills 
making you uncomfortable?

» EmPower New York. A better life begins at home.

IMMIGRATION VICTORY
LOST GREENCARD REPLACED AFTER 12 YEARS.

“I came into the United States in the 70’s. I was about eight years old. I 

was issued my Green Card: It got lost about ten years ago. My New York 

state identity expired and I also lost my Social Security Card. I tried to 

replace the Green Card: but I was told I needed New York state identity 

card. The state will not issue any identity card because I did not have my 

Social Security Card. The Social Security Agency refused to reissue their 

card because I did not have any current proof of my immigration status. It 

was very frustrating. I just gave up trying.  I met Ms. Onuoha. I told her 

my ordeal. She said she could help me. I was skeptical. Indeed, her 

law office helped me. I received my Green Card, My New York State 

identity Card and my new Social Security Card. I am so excited.

Mr. S, New York
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages and at all stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Market-
place, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care,
Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care and
more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you –
and the ones you love. 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!
Product:

• Medicare Advantage

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Enroll From:

October 15-December 7, 2014

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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By Kara Kerwin
Too few of our modern-

day state leaders appreciate 
the absolute role they must 
play in bringing about sub-
stantive change in Ameri-
ca’s schools. Even with more 
than half of states electing 
reform-minded governors 
who have either proven to 
be champions of reforms 
during their tenure or have 
run on platforms that don’t 
shy away from being vocal 
about putting parents and 
students first, it’s imperative 
all leaders come to appreci-
ate good governance and 
reach across the aisle for 
the sake of children. After 
all, it’s how some of the 
boldest reforms were born, 
such as charter schools in 
Minnesota in 1991.

Charter schools educate 
over 2.5 million students 
nationwide today, yet despite 
the fact that 42 states and 
the District of Columbia 
have charter school laws, 
the reality is that charter 
schools are expanding in 
low numbers still in many 
states as demand for educa-
tional options increases, as 
the average charter school 
waitlist has grown to nearly 
300 students.

State leaders are the key 
to improving education 
and creating an environ-
ment that will allow charter 
schools to meet the growing 
demand for excellent educa-
tional options. It’s impera-
tive that newly elected lead-
ers understand what edu-
cation reforms like charter 
schools are, and what they 
aren’t, as myths and mis-
information continue to 
plague media coverage and 
permeate public psyche.

One of the most com-
mon misconceptions is that 

charter schools are privately 
funded institutions. A 2013 
survey from the Center for 
Education Reform (CER) 
found that only 20 percent 
of Americans correctly 
identified charter schools 
as public schools. Charter 
schools are in fact independ-
ent public schools that are 
held accountable for student 
results. And, they do this 
with 36 percent less fund-
ing compared to their tra-
ditional public school coun-
terparts.

Another common false-
hood is charter schools 
“cream” students, when the 
reality is a majority of char-
ter school students are non-
white, or minority students. 
According to CER’s 2013 
Survey of America’s Charter 
Schools, only 45 percent of 
charter students are white, 
while 52.5 percent of public 
school students are white. 
Additionally, 61 percent of 
charter schools serve a stu-
dent population where over 
60 percent qualify for Free 
& Reduced Lunch.

Perhaps the biggest myth 
charter schools face today is 
that they aren’t accounta-
ble. This couldn’t be further 
from the truth.

Unlike all other public 
schools, charters must be 
proactive in their efforts to 
stay open. Calls for more 
charter regulation and over-

sight in the name of “trans-
parency,” even from fellow 
colleagues in the education 
reform community, are mis-
guided, as charter schools 
actually have MORE over-
sight and evaluation than 
traditional public schools 
because of their contracts 
with authorizers.

Overregulating char-
ter schools would convert 
charters from autonomous, 
grassroots laboratories 
of innovation to the very 
schooling entities from 
which they seek to break 
away. The hallmark of char-
ter schools is autonomy and 
performance-based account-
ability. It’s crucial that even 
those who support charter 
schools remember this, and 
don’t fall prey to letting a 
few bad apples result in lov-
ing charter schools to death 
via unnecessary regula-
tions.

Nearly 20 percent of all 
charter school closures 
occur because a school 
failed to meet acceptable 
student performance levels 
according to CER’s State of 
Charter Schools: What We 
Know – And What We Do 
Not – About Performance 
and Accountability. In Mich-
igan, for example, 22 per-
cent of charter schools ever 
opened have been closed, 
far out-pacing the national 
charter school closure rate 
of 15 percent.

Finally, the importance 
of a strong charter school 
law cannot be understated 
in creating a vibrant charter 
school sector. Strong laws 
generally consist of multi-
ple and independent charter 
approval bodies known as 
authorizers, no caps on the 
number of charter schools 

To The Editor:
A Partnership for National 

Unity (APNU) is enraged at 
President Donald Ramotar’s 
promulgation of a proclama-
tion to prorogue parliament on 
Monday Nov., 10, 2014. This is 
the darkest day for democracy 
in Guyana.

 This ‘Proclamation’ has 
effectively paralysed the par-
liamentary process and smoth-
ered the voices of the people’s 
legitimate representatives in 
the National Assembly. It is an 
affront to the Guyanese people 
who three years ago, in Novem-

ber 2011, voted for A Partner-
ship for National Unity (APNU) 
and the Alliance for Change 
(AFC) to have the majority of 
seats in the National Assembly.

President Ramotar has now 
single-handedly engineered a 
constitutional crisis. The main 
purposes of the ‘Proclamation’ 
are to allow the People’s Pro-
gressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) to 
avoid parliamentary scrutiny 
while it attempts to:

·  prevent debate on the 
Opposition ‘no-confidence’ 
motion;

·  prevent the holding of 
local government elections;

·  prevent debate on financial 
excesses and impropriety;

·  protect the reputations of 
his ministers from parliamen-
tary sanction;

·  permit the PPP’s campaign 
for general and regional elec-
tions to proceed;

·  permit the continued 
expenditure of state funds with-
out parliamentary scrutiny.

The president’s ‘Proclama-
tion’ to prorogue parliament 
is a challenge to the entire 
nation. He has no grounds for 
his crude smothering of parlia-
mentary independence.

APNU will not accept this 
denial of democracy and will 
not be intimidated by the PPP/
C’s dictatorial behaviour.

APNU is resolved to resist 
the president’s ‘Proclamation’. 
APNU calls on all the good 
people of Guyana everywhere 
to join in a civil movement for 
the restoration of parliamen-
tary democracy by peacefully 
resisting the PPP/C’s resort to 
dictatorship and to call for the 
revocation of this ‘Proclama-
tion’.

 Leader of The Opposition
 Hon. Brigadier 
 David A. Granger, MP
 A Partnership for 
 National Unity Office of the 
 Leader of the Opposition

61 Hadfield and Cross 
Streets

Georgetown, Guyana
 Monday, Nov. 10, 2014
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Nearly 20 
percent of all 
charter school 
closures occur 

because a school 
failed to meet 

acceptable student 
performance levels.

APNU will not 
accept this denial of 
democracy and will 
not be intimidated 

by the PPP/C’s 
dictatorial behaviour.

Separate fact from fiction 
on Charter Schools

The darkest day 
for democracy in 

Guyana
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Ever since the announce-
ment was made that Loretta 
Lynch was President Obama’s 
nominee to succeed Eric Hold-
er as attorney general, there’s 
been media speculation about 
the president having reached 
beyond his inner circle to make 
that choice, a far cry from his 
selection of the departing Hold-
er. The president hardly would 
admit it but, frankly, he didn’t 
have many other cards to play 
– cards other than an African 
American candidate with stan-
dout credentials for the job, 
that is. That it turned out to 
be a prosecutor with an impec-
cable record in these parts 
who, with her presumed con-
firmation, will become the first 
woman of her race to serve as 
the country’s top law enforce-
ment figure, is indicative of a 
more perfect alignment of the 
stars than the president could 
have hoped.  

But for this replacement 
move, Holder’s departure would 
have left the president without 
a single African American on 
his front-line administration 
team (some might argue that 
the presence of Susan Rice, 

the national security adviser, 
refutes this assertion but there’s 
no disputing the hierarchical 
distinction with a department-
head cabinet post). 

We have always been of the 
view that President Obama has 
appeared to bend over too far 
backwards to soften a “black 
president” characterization, 
most dramatically epitomized 
in Holder’s being the solitary 
person-of-color representation 
in the cabinet. Absolutely no 
way would it not have been 
possible to come up with at 
least one other person of color 
fit for cabinet duty. Never mind 
the bloodthirsty predators who 
have been at the president’s 
throat since the start of his 
tenure, this was a bit of half-
stepping we hoped, to no avail, 
Obama would address once he 
crossed the Rubicon to a sec-
ond term in 2012. 

Although she is no Obama 
crony per se, Lynch’s enviable 
standing in the justice estab-
lishment probably made the 
president’s selection of her 
something of a no-brainer. 
Given an atmosphere in Wash-
ington that is now even more 

charged than usual with rancor-
ous political division, Lynch’s 
reputation for not allowing 
partisan political considera-
tions to influence professional 
discharge of her responsibili-
ties surely would have factored 
in the president’s reckoning. 
The New York Times, reporting 
on her nomination, listed some 
of the public officials prose-
cuted by Lynch in the role of 
U.S. attorney for the Eastern 
District of New York, as evi-
dence of her personal code to 
play no favorites politically. The 
list including, said The Times, 
“Rep. Michael G. Grimm, a 
Republican, and State Senator 
John L. Sampson, former State 
Senator Pedro Espada Jr. and 
Assemblyman Thomas F. Boy-
land Jr., all Democrats.”  

Bottom line is that even if the 
president, based on his modus 
operandi to this point, would 
prefer that key appointees be 

persons with whom he has had 
a personal history, it’s clear 
that his pick of Loretta Lynch 
is tantamount to having struck 
gold. In one stroke he heads off 
what necessarily would have 
been considerable discontent 
in the African American com-
munity if Holder’s replacement 
did not, both as symbol and 
in substance, seem a worthy 
substitute, while at the same 
time throwing up a nominee 
not likely to have a battle royal 
attend her Senate confirmation 
process. There was solid reason 
to expect the latter. On the two 
occasions when she has been 
named to the New York U.S 
attorney’s post – in the late 
’90 as a Clinton appointee and 
when appointed by Obama in 
2010  -- Lynch was confirmed 
in the Senate by acclamation.  

In light of all that, one 
might be persuaded to think 
the president’s nomination of 
Lynch in early November with 
an expectation of confirma-
tion being secured before the 
end of the year was altogether 
reasonable. Only that such a 
scenario doesn’t cater for the 
bluster typically found within 

the GOP ranks. And, as if on 
cue, has come rumbling about 
having Lynch’s confirmation 
hearings delayed until January, 
when the new Congress con-
venes with Republicans hold-
ing a Senate majority.

What do we have here? Some 
of the earlier referenced preda-
tors all psyched about another 
opportunity to stick a finger in 
this president’s eye? The presi-
dent’s nominee for attorney gen-
eral has not only been twice 
before vetted by the Senate, but 
so convincingly approved as to 
have the voting routine set aside. 
What circus trappings do some 
Republicans think necessary to 
bring to the task of swiftly clear-
ing Loretta Lynch to start in 
on her job? While he remains 
Senate majority leader, Harry 
Reid should be firm about hav-
ing none of it and stop this tom-
foolery in its tracks.

Eric Holder’s are huge shoes 
to fill. She may or may not 
opt for appreciably changing 
the script as her predecessor 
thought to write it, but any 
which way, Lynch has clearly 
proven herself up to the chal-
lenge.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

A presidential smart-card named Lynch

MAKING MORE & MORE
MILLIONAIRES

PlayMMC.com NYLOTTERY.NY.GOV

MONOPOLY ©2014 HASBRO. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. LICENSED BY HASBRO.
©2014 NEW YORK LOTTERY. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 

YOU MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER TO PURCHASE A LOTTERY TICKET.
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allowed, operational and fiscal auton-
omy, and equitable funding. In states 
with multiple and independent author-
izers, stronger, more objective over-
sight is used to ensure that successful 
charter schools remain open and those 
that fail to perform are closed. States 
with multiple authorizers were home to 
nearly 80 percent of the nation’s 5,400 
charter schools in 2010-11.

With over 1 million students on 
charter school waiting lists nationwide, 
demand for charter schools is clear. 
In fact, 73 percent of Americans sup-

port the concept of charter schools. 
After over 23 years of seeing these 
autonomous public schools in action 
as viable educational alternatives for 
children, it’s imperative newly elected 
leaders separate fact from fiction when 
it comes to charter schools, and educate 
their colleagues in state legislatures to 
ensure that myths and misinformation 
does not get in the way of uplifting 
educational opportunities for America’s 
children.

Kara Kerwin is president of The 
Center for Education Reform.

Continued from page 10 

Charter schools

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!



Caribbean Life, Nov. 14-20, 2014 13  B

Your Smile Can Be Life Changing

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for safe, immediate 
results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode laser that can 
detect decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Cosmetic Porcelain 
Veneer Special

$750 / Veneer
Call us today for the extreme makeover you have always wanted

B
EFO

R
E

A
FTER

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P, 2

Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

       Take   B   or   Q   Train
             to Kings Highway

           B68, B82 & B7

    
    Crown

$1,250 / Implant

2014 Flexible 
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CAP-HAITIEN, Haiti 
(AP) _ Thousands of fami-
lies in Haiti and the neigh-
boring Dominican Repub-
lic have been displaced by 
floods from a storm sys-
tem that drenched the 
countries for several days, 
officials said Thursday.

Haiti’s Department of 
Civil Protection said at 
least 6,000 homes were 
flooded in Cap-Haitien and 
several nearby communi-

ties and at least 66 homes 
were completely destroyed. 
At least five people were 
killed and one was miss-
ing.

President Michel Mar-
telly and Prime Minister 
Laurent Lamothe both 
toured the area Thurs-
day as officials distributed 
food and other supplies 
to flood victims as waters 
began receding with drier 
weather.

People in affected neigh-
borhoods walked through 
knee-high water to retrieve 
what they could from their 
flooded homes. Officials 
said at least 4,000 people 
were in temporary shelters 
set up at local schools.

The storm also caused 
widespread damage to 
farms, but agricultural 
officials were still evaluat-
ing the extent of the dam-
age and a damage estimate 

was not yet available, the 
civil protection agency said 
in a statement.

In the Dominican 
Republic, more than 2,000 
people were displaced by 
floods and mudslides, 
the country’s Emergency 
Operations Center said.

Overall, the storm 
is blamed for at least 12 
deaths in the two coun-
tries and nearby Puerto 
Rico.

P O R T- O F - S P A I N , 
Trinidad (AP) _ The gov-
ernment of Trinidad & 
Tobago says it plans to 
crack down on the esti-
mated 110,000 migrants 
living in the twin-island 
nation illegally — even 
knocking on doors to 
track them down.

The migrants have 
until early January to 
get their documents in 
order before authorities 
launch a large deporta-
tion campaign next year 
that would include door-
to-door visits, National 
Security Minister Gary 
Griffith said in remarks 
published Thursday by 
the Newsday newspaper.

Griffith said the steps 
are meant to help reduce 
crime.

He did not provide 
further details and did 
not return a message for 
comment.

Griffith said the gov-
ernment will unveil a 
plan in upcoming weeks 
to regularize the status of 
migrants.

“I am not turning a 
blind eye to the fact that 
over 10 percent of the 
adult population in this 
country are persons here 
illegally,” he was quoted 
as saying. “That is unac-
ceptable.”

He also said that not 
all migrants living on the 
twin island illegally would 
be deported, and that the 
government would help 
those whose employers 
vouch for them.

Trinidad & Tobago has 
long attracted migrants 
because it is one of the 
most prosperous Carib-

bean countries thanks 
to natural gas and oil 
reserves that make it a 
major fuel supplier.

Griffith has previous-
ly said that the largest 
share of migrants, nearly 
26,000, come from the 
nearby South American 
country of Guyana, fol-
lowed by nearly 20,000 
from Jamaica.

Severe flooding hits Haiti, DR

Trinidad to step 
up deportations of 

migrants

MAX

Some buildings stand in fl oodwater after heavy 
rain in Cap-Haitien, Haiti, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2014. 
Haiti’s Department of Civil Protection said at 
least 6,000 homes were fl ooded in Cap-Haitien 
and several nearby communities. 
 &#xA;AP Photo/Luxama Pierre Richard

Trinidad & 
Tobago has 

long attracted 
migrants because 

it is one of the 
most prosperous 

Caribbean 
countries thanks 

to natural gas 
and oil reserves 

that make it 
a major fuel 

supplier.

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the 
latest in Caribbean news, and more.
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Statewide Homeowner Advocates is providing assistance with the following capital 
 programs for 

and Doors, Roof Replacement, Masonry & Gut Rehabs! Call  1-800-673-4228  now to learn about our energy-
saving programs for homeowners in New York State:

REMODELING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

STATEWIDE GOVERNMENT 
INSURED PROGRAM

CLAIM YOUR 100% FREE HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT

Program #SGIP

Government programs are subject to change at anytime. 1-800-673-4228 or 
visit us online at www.nystatewide.org. Have your program code ready.

ATTENTION NEW YORK HOMEOWNERS

THESE PROGRAMS WON’T LAST. CALL TODAY: 1-800-673-4228

STATEWIDE
Homeowner Advocates
Apply online: www.nystatewide.org

Any of these programs are available 
for senior homeowners!ARE YOU OVER THE AGE OF 62?

Access government-insured 
funds to pay for any expense:

All HECM loans are backed by the U.S. Government. 

nor should we be construed as such. 

Remodel your home to be more 

Eliminate violations & tax liens
Consolidate all your debt

Subsidize high property taxes
Pay for kitchen, bathroom, gut    
   renovations, siding, masonry    
   & basement remodeling

Call 1-800-673-4228 NOW!

ROOFING INSULATION

WINDOWS

Boilers and tankless water heaters
New windows with energy tax credits
Roofing with new energy saving shingles
Blown in insulation

BOILERSProgram #FRAP

Find out how you can lower 
your gas, oil & electricity bills:

^

Energy Auditor completes gas and air leak 
tests throughout your home

Program #NYES

FREE visit includes detailed proposal 
with recommended energy-efficient 
upgrades
Rebates & 100% financing^ available 
for any audit-related repairs
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Queens: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 
Nassau: 516-292-6011

ZARA APARTMENTS

166-07 Hillside Ave. Jamaica, NY 11432

Visit us at: www.zararealty.com

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affortable

APARTMENTS & HOMES

N
Y
C

A
P
T
S

 Studios, 1,2 & 3 Bdrms Available     Furnished & Unfurnished
  Monthly Short and Long Term Leases

Present this coupon & 
receive up to 

$200 
Offer expires Dec. 2014. Not to be combined with any other offer.

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

SERVING THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY WITH 
LOW COST FUNERAL PACKAGES

By Nelson A. King 
The United States Department of 

Justice (DOJ) says a grand jury in U.S. 
District Court for the Western District 
of Virginia has returned an indictment 
charging a Jamaican citizen who was 
residing in Virginia in connection with 
the operation of a fraudulent lottery 
scheme.

The DOJ said Carlos O’Brian Ricketts, 
31, was arrested on Nov. 4 on a criminal 
complaint based on his participation in 
the lottery scheme.  

The indictment announced over the 
weekend supersedes the charge in the 
criminal complaint against Ricketts.  

The DOJ said Ricketts is charged 
with conspiracy to commit mail fraud 
and wire fraud, four counts of mail 
fraud, three counts of wire fraud, con-
spiracy to commit money laundering 
and 18 counts of money laundering.  

If convicted, Ricketts faces a statu-
tory maximum sentence of 20 years in 
prison for each count, the DOJ said. 

As alleged in the indictment, a co-
conspirator induced elderly victims in 
the United States to send thousands 
of dollars to Ricketts to cover fees for 
purported lottery winnings that in fact 
victims had not won.  

The DOJ said the indictment is part 

of the government’s crackdown on 
fraudulent lottery schemes based in 
Jamaica that target elderly victims in 
the United States.

“Co-conspirators in the United States 
are often key players in lottery schemes 
operating from foreign countries,” said 
Acting Assistant U.S. Attorney General 
Joyce R. Branda for the Justice Depart-
ment’s Civil Division. “The Department 
of Justice will continue to prosecute 
those who facilitate these pernicious 
schemes.”

From May 2010, Ricketts’ co-conspir-
ator is alleged to have contacted elderly 
victims in the United States, claimed 
to represent a known U.S. sweepstakes 
company and falsely informed the vic-
tims that they had won thousands or 
millions of dollars in a lottery.  

The co-conspirator allegedly told 
the victims to make payments of sev-
eral thousand dollars in order to col-
lect their purported prize winnings 
and instructed the victims to send and 
wire this money to Ricketts in Virginia, 
the DOJ said. 

The indictment charges that Rick-
etts received this money, kept a por-
tion of the money for himself and 
sent the remainder to individuals in 
Jamaica.  

Jamaican indicted in 
fraudulent lottery scheme 
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills 
and Compare Rates. Get a Quote 
Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | The New 
York Public Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State

www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.
htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York 
State Library for use in response to 
reference questions.

Start a Business in New 
York — Resources for New 
York Small Businesses

manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on start-
ing a business in New York City. Get 
information on New York business 
licenses and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a business.

Your Money New York - 
Help and Resources for 
Small Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/hel-
presource/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York 
is designed to help small business 
owners – and New Yorkers interested 
in starting a small business.

Small Business Resources 
- The Business Council of 
New York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.
htm

Capital Business Blog - Read about 
the issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn 
what New York State can do for busi-
nesses.

Resources for Businesses 
in New York City - 
bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small busi-
ness community in the State of New 
York.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Many young Jamaicans have 
ambitions of achieving their 
dreams and realizing their full 
potential. Whether becoming 
young entrepreneurs or enter-
ing more traditional fields of 
medicine, law or engineering, 
youth have a goal to ‘become 
something in life.’ The reality 
is that the fulfilment of these 
dreams is often times ham-
pered or cut short by harsh 
financial challenges. 

For students such as Akeem 
Thompson of Greater Portmore 
High School in St. Catherine, 
Jamaica, achieving their aca-
demic goal is within reach 
with assistance from LASCO 
Financial Services, through 
its remittance services arm 
LASCO MoneyGram.

Thompson is one of 11 stu-
dents from six high schools in 
Jamaica who received a part of 
nearly $100,000 to assist with 
examination fees for CXC Car-
ibbean Secondary Examination 
Certificate subjects. Through 
their agent network, LASCO 
MoneyGram enabled students 
from Kingston Technical High, 
Holy Childhood High, Great-
er Portmore High, Christiana 
High, Black River High and 
Central High Schools to pay for 
three subjects each.

Thompson echoed the sen-
timents of students and par-
ents who were appreciative of 
LASCO MoneyGram’s assist-
ance.

“LASCO has made it possible 
for me to pay for my exams. I 
thought it would not be possi-

ble due to the death of my mom 
last year; but now I am happy 
because in spite of the strug-
gles I am going through I can 
now say someone cares. Thank 
you LASCO MoneyGram – you 
made me feel special,” he said. 

The future of a nation 
depends heavily on its ability to 
provide a strong foundation for 
youth development and edu-
cation is a significant part of 
that foundation. Education is 
quite costly and often poses a 
financial challenge for many 
parents with low income to 
provide tuition fees, examina-

tions, books and educational 
material. Craig Morris, guid-
ance counsellor at Black River 
High has direct experience 
with these circumstances and 
applauded LASCO MoneyGram 
for their timely and heartfelt 
contribution to his students. 
“Sometimes we have students 
with great potential but lacking 
the financial resources to move 
forward. LASCO’s assistance is 
greatly appreciated,” he said. 

Morris noted that, an esti-
mated 40 percent of students 
at the institution face dire chal-
lenges to finance examination 

fees, with many failing to sit 
the number of examinations 
for which they were recom-
mended. He says the school has 
been resourceful in carrying 
out several fundraising events 
but the need is still great.

He reiterated that any assist-
ance makes a difference for the 
students who sit between five 
and 10 CXC CSEC subjects at 
a time. “Our students come 
from varying backgrounds and 
some face a serious challenge 
as it relates to finances but if 
they can find the money to pay 
for three subjects and LASCO 

MoneyGram gives them three 
more, then that’s double the 
number of subjects and they 
are far better off than where 
they started,” he said.

Jacinth Hall Tracey, manag-
ing director, LASCO Financial 
Services emphasized the com-
pany’s commitment to educa-
tion and the development of 
youth, especially at this crucial 
stage.

“Education is very impor-
tant to the development of 
our youth who are the future 
of this nation. Unfortunately, 
financial constraints some-
times make this opportunity 
a scarce commodity. We are 
happy that we could empower 
young people to further their 
academic progress. They have 
our support and best wishes as 
they each sit the pivotal CXC 
exams.”

Students were selected based 
on financial need, good aca-
demic performance and par-
ticipation in extra-curricular 
activities. In most cases, recipi-
ents were not readily able to 
meet the October 2014 pay-
ment deadline for the May/
June 2015 CXC exams, hence, 
LASCO MoneyGram’s hearty 
contributions were very timely 
to address the need.

LASCO Financial Services 
is in the business of facilitat-
ing care for Jamaican families 
through fast, convenient and 
affordable remittance services. 
This is another way the compa-
ny demonstrates commitment 
to the well-being of families.

From left, Holy Childhood High School Guidance Counsellor, Angelica Dalrymple-McCal-
lum, LASCO MoneyGram Marketing Offi cer Matthew Blake, Alicia Bailey with her mother, 
Sashona Bryan with her mother, Parkington Paediatrics’ Nadine Hinds and Holy Childhood 
Senior Guidance Counsellor, Heather Jackson are all smiles during the presentation. 
 Photo by Dexter Smith

LASCO MoneyGram invests in education
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Central Park Five settlement:

$41 million

Support equal benefits
for injured police officers

Mayor de Blasio paid off his political debts by adding $26 million to the Central Park

Five settlement over City lawyers’ objections. But he and the Speaker think it’s just too
expensive to give recently-hired NYPD officers the same disability benefits as every

other police officer in New York State. Their priorities speak for themselves... 

How do Mayor de Blasio and 
Speaker Mark-Viverito take care 

of their “moral obligations?”

Benefits for injured police officers:

Nothing
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(Statepoint) Millions of Americans 
endure the pain of chronic inflam-
mation, and even when pain is not 
apparent, millions more run the risk 
of serious diseases triggered by chronic 
inflammation.

“Almost all chronic diseases -- from 
arthritis to heart disease to diabetes to 
Alzheimer’s disease -- have one thing 
in common: destructive, unchecked 
inflammation,” says Dr. Michael A. 
Smith, host of “Healthy Talk” on Radi-
oMD.com and senior health scientist 
with Life Extension in Fort Lauderd-
ale, Florida. “Certain lifestyle measures 
and the use of particular supplements, 
however, can help manage and reduce 
chronic inflammation.”

According to Smith, here’s what eve-
ryone should know:

TESTING
An annual blood test for C-reactive 

protein can detect potentially high lev-
els of systemic inflammation that may 
be boosting your risk of a host of age-
related diseases.

 If your C-reactive protein level is 
over 1.0 milligrams per liter (1.0 mg/L), 
this likely indicates you have inflam-
matory activity occurring in your body 
and may be at increased risk for any 
number of serious medical conditions 
-- the higher this number the greater 
the risk.

NATURAL EXTRACTS
Mainstream medicine offers drugs 

that typically target a single aspect of 
acute inflammatory pain, and aren’t 
typically suitable for long-term use 
due to substantial side effects. Scien-
tists, however, have identified three 
compounds -- curcumin, ginger, and 
turmeric oil -- that inhibit multiple 
underlying factors behind inflamma-
tion, safely reducing both chronic pain 
and long-term disease risk.

“Numerous studies have confirmed 
that by targeting inflammatory ori-
gins, these natural extracts reduce the 
symptoms, risk profiles, and mediating 
factors of arthritis, cardiovascular dis-
ease, cancer, and other diseases. And 
some of these effects are observable in 
a matter of weeks,” says Smith.

While you can find these compounds 
in certain foods, scientists have dis-
covered a novel way to deliver almost 
seven times as much of these three 
extracts to your bloodstream through 
supplementation.

HEALTHY HABITS
Even light physical activity has prov-

en benefits to reducing inflammation, 
according to a study conducted by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Incorporate exercise into your rou-
tine, even if that just means a daily walk. 
And inflammation is one more reason 
to quit a cigarette habit or avoid second-
hand exposure, as it can be a response to 
smoking, according to Harvard Medical 
School’s Family Health Guide.

Certain foods can promote inflam-
mation. Shy away from too many highly 
processed foods such as white breads 
and pasta, and foods high in saturated 
fat, sugar and trans fat. You don’t need 
to sacrifice flavor, however, by loading 

up on herbs and spices. They are not 
only a low-calorie way to flavor your 
food; certain varieties even have anti-
inflammatory properties.

More information about reducing 
your risk for chronic inflammation can 
be found at www.lef.org/curcumin or 
call the toll-free number, 1-855-820-
9479.

To dramatically minimize cellular 
aging and risk for lethal age-related dis-
eases, many doctors and medical experts 
urge taking action now to reduce chron-
ic inflammation. 

HEALTH

Lifestyle tips to reduce chronic inflammation

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Customer Services number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 
8 A.M. – 8 P.M. After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros 
idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY 711, para personas con problemas auditivos, 
lunes – sábado, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. Después de las 8 P.M., domingos y días festivos: Servicios de Recepción de Llamada para Asistencia Médica: 1.800.442.2560. 
MetroPlus (HMO, HMO SNP) is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewel. This event will include sales 
presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons 
with special needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M – 8 P.M. H0423_MKT1260v2 File&Use 10242014

The only Medicare plan backed by HHC, the nation’s largest public health system. 

Come to a free seminar!
October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2015. 
Don’t miss out! We’ll answer all your questions.

Queens Hospital Center Elmhurst Hospital Queens Hospital Center

82-68 164th Street
Queens

N Building, 1st Floor, Auditorium
Thursday, November 20

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

79-01 Broadway
Queens

1st Floor, Auditorium A122
Monday, November 24
9:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

82-68 164th Street
Queens

N Building, 1st Floor, Auditorium
Friday, November 28
2:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 

After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 
1.800.442.2560

metroplusmedicare.org

Certain hers and spices contain such as ginger and curcumin have anti-
infl ammatory properties which can help ease your pain.&#xA; 
 (c) BlueSkyImage - Shutterstock&#xA;
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!
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Available At No Charge
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718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
When the music starts, your feet 

do, too.
Oh, how you love to dance  and if 

singing is involved, that’s even bet-
ter. You sing in church, in the choir. If 
someone mentions it, you dance for the 
family. It’s a pleasure in front of friends. 
Heck, you’ve been known to break out 
in song and do a little shuffle on the 
street.

But what will you do with your tal-
ent? In the new book, “Harlem Noc-
turne” by Farah Jasmine Griffin, you’ll 
see how three women used theirs to 
change society.

In the years surrounding World War 
II, Harlem was a “vibrant” neighbor-
hood, “brimming with creativity” and 
the sounds of Lena Horne, Lady Day, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughn, Miles 
Davis, and Dinah Washington. It was a 
great time and place, if you were an art-
ist or musician   but it was “no utopia” 
because of Jim Crow laws, segregation, 
and social inequality.

Born in the Caribbean, dancer Pearl 
Primus immigrated to New York as 
a child, and though she never expe-
rienced the kind of racism that was 
common in the South in the 1940s, she 
was aware of it. Believing that dance 
was “a means of contributing to the 
ongoing struggle,” Primus used her 
talents including the astounding ability 
to jump some five feet into the air as a 
weapon for social justice.

Ann Lane Petry was born into a well-
established and highly-educated Con-
necticut family in 1908. Her father was 
a pharmacist, her mother was a chirop-
odist, and they wanted Ann to follow in 
the family footsteps, but she had other 
ideas: as a “bookish, chubby child,” she 
had always wanted to be a writer. Har-
lem, for Petry, was a great place to find 
inspiration for stories that might affect 
a change in racial inequality, particu-
larly for Black women.

Mary Lou Williams started singing 
and playing piano at age three and was 

“confidently aware of her genius.”  As a 
member of the progressive Café Soci-
ety, she “saw black music as the deep-
est expression of black history,” and 
used it to support her ideals  including 
an attempt at creating an all-female 
interracial band, something almost 
unheard-of in the 1940s.

Though it’s filled with plenty of 
important history both of the national 
and of the entertainment kind - “Har-
lem Nocturne” isn’t a book for every-
body.

Author Farah Jasmine Griffin takes 
readers for a stroll down the streets of 
Harlem, inside smoky jazz joints, and 
past the kind of educational opportu-
nities that were available for the three 
women about whom she writes. I found 
that highly interesting, and I loved 
the history behind the stories, but I 
also thought this book was occasion-
ally rather dry and repetitious. I wanted 
liveliness from these women’s lives, and 
that often seemed to be lacking.

I think there’s something in here for 
music fans. There’s something in this 
book for political historians, too, but I 
wouldn’t say this is a book you’d read 
for fun. Still, if you want to learn more 
about women and the roots of social 
justice, “Harlem Nocturne” will make 
you dance.

Cover of “Harlem Nocturne: Women 
Artists & Progressive Politics During 
World War II.”

A stroll down 
Harlem streets

Pain
stops you
We can get you 

started!

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various 
forms of treatment. Immediate and long term relief 
for head, neck, face, shoulder, arm, lower back, leg, 
knee, and ankle pain.

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 
improve joint mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 
treatment of all neurological disorders

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize 
the area of injury. 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 
bulging discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain 
your independence by improving your balance and 
coordination (covered by most medicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates 
detailed evaluation, diagnosis and non-operative 
treatment and care.

Our comprehensive treatment program promotes 
a fast, safe, return to health

3500 Nostrand Avenue 
(between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 12 pm

www.HQBK.com

BOOK REVIEW

“Harlem Nocturne: Women Art-
ists & Progressive Politics During 
World War II” 
By Farah Jasmine Griffin
c.2013, Basic Civitas                        
$26.99 / $30.00 Canada                         
242 pages

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.
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istry of Health.
The WHO said Guyana has by far the 

highest suicide rate among countries in 
the Caribbean. It has also been listed in 
the top l0 most suicidal countries.

So far this year, more than 30 peo-
ple have committed suicide, while sev-
eral others are recovering from failed 
attempts. Earlier this year, the govern-
ment said a multi-sectoral approach was 
needed to deal with the number of sui-
cides in the country. 

Dr. Luncheon acknowledged that the 
Ministry of Health’s reports are utilized 
by the WHO and PAHO, which employ 
“statistical devices” to ascertain their fig-
ures. He said the Guyana Police Force’s 
Criminal Investigation Department have 
records which are overstated by the Min-
istry of Health and even more so by 
the international community’s organiza-
tions.

 
Jamaica

The Financial Investigations Division 
(IFD) in Jamaica has reported that a 
Trinidadian courier was fined J$250,000 
or serve three months in 
jail for failure to declare 
US$45,000 at the Nor-
man Manley Internation-
al Airport in Kingston 
recently.

Kevin Dyer, 29, pleaded guilty to the 
offence after he was charged by officers of 

the IFD for failure to declare cash exceed-
ing US$10,000 in keeping with Section 
101 of the Proceeds of Crime Act.

According to the IFD, on Oct. 28, offic-
ers of the Transnational Crime and Nar-
cotics Division intercepted Dyer as he was 
about to check in to a Caribbean Airline 
flight destined for Trinidad.

A preliminary interview was conduct-
ed, during which he indicated to the 
police that he had only US$2,000 on his 
person, the IFD said.

However, a black suitcase, which he 
had in his possession, was searched and 
the US$45,000 found inside.

Dyer reportedly told the officers that 
he had won the money at a sound system 
clash that took place in Junction St. Eliz-
abeth on Oct. 25. He was then arrested 
and charged. 

St. Vincent
A 48-year-old man, who was freed of a 

double murder charge last November, was 
found dead at his home in Kingstown, 
police said. They say Paul Spence, who 
had been charged with 
the murder of a woman 
and her daughter almost 
a decade ago, had several 
injuries about his body.

Some residents of the Central Leeward 
town have suggested Spence’s death was 
an act of reprisal over the double mur-
der.

 — compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 2 
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By Vinette K. Pryce
Despite the fact, Kathy Jor-

dan Sharpton has been accom-
plished pursuing her own 
career, throughout her 27-year 
marriage to Al Sharpton, she 
has remained in the shadows 
of her own light.

However, on Nov. 22, Brook-
lyn’s Ebenezer Baptist Church 
will shine a spotlight on the 
former, potential first-lady by 
presenting her with an honor-
ary doctorate degree.

Mother of two daughters — 
Dominique and Ashley — she is 
a retired sergeant and a 15-year 
veteran of the New York State 
National Guard. 

Jordan-Sharpton was a sol-
dier attached to an Army unit 
that helped New York through 
many adversities. While serv-
ing at the Fort Hamilton, 
Brooklyn military installation 
she received a phone call alert-
ing her that her husband had 
been stabbed in Bensonhurst.

Still wearing military cloth-
ing — known then as camou-
flage fatigues (Battle Distrib-
uted Uniform)-- she rushed to 
Coney Island Hospital where 
she was told the circumstances 
that caused her activist spouse 

to be assaulted by an alleged 
deranged individual.

Life-threatening at the time, 
the activist survived and later 
pleaded with a judge to deny 

punishment for the assailant. 
Throughout a decade, Sharpton 
advocated for those he referred 
to as “the voiceless.” He often 
attracted media attention serv-

ing as a mouth-piece to amplify 
issues related to police brutal-
ity, racism and injustice.

Organizing protest march-
es, rallies and demonstrations, 
Sharpton also campaigned and 
ran for two national, politi-
cal positions, senate and presi-
dent.

As his calls for “No Justice, 
No Peace” amplified, it seemed 
the wife slowly shadowed the 
personality many perceived to 
be controversial and slanted to a 
liberal perspective.

Jordan-Sharpton was an early 
achiever growing up in Niagara 
Falls.

She said her first major brush 
with the limelight was when 
she was crowned the first Black 
homecoming queen there.

Since graduating in 1974 
from Niagara Falls High School 
she is further distinguished 
there maintaining the title as 
the only monarch of her race 
to win the coveted honor. Her 
reign lasted with prominence 
through majoring in English 
Theater at Niagara University. 
But the call to bright lights 
forced her to abandon studies in 
order to audition to sing back-
ground music for rhythm and 

blues legend James Brown. 
Acclaimed to be the ‘God-

father of Soul,’ Brown’s inter-
national appeal and promi-
nence in the Black commu-
nity beckoned the singer to join 
his national tour. It was while 
touring that she met and mar-
ried Sharpton who was listed as 
Brown’s tour manager.

Soon after he founded the 
National Action Network, (NAN) 
Jordan-Sharpton formed the 
Women’s Auxiliary and estab-
lished an annual Women of 
Excellence Awards. Now in its 
18th year, the awards annually 
salute some of the communi-
ty’s unsung female achievers. 

Simultaneous with that 
demanding task of identifying 
and honoring women, Jordan-
Sharpton also regularly per-
formed at the world famous, 
Harlem-based Cotton Club 
and coordinate decision-mak-
ers who judge the McDonald’s 
Gospelfest. She remains a NAN 
activist and is also a member 
of the congregation of Canaan 
Baptist Church. There she 
actively hosts fundraisers by 
annually inviting friends and 
contributors to her birthday 
celebrations. 

Sharpton’s first lady to receive honorary degree

SPEKTOR LAW GROUP, P.C.
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Kathy Sharpton (left) with NAN member Vena W. Baker at 
turquoise birthday celebration at Canaan Baptist Church.  
 Photo by Ronnie Wright
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Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the first in the area to use a dental laser that,   
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority 
is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most beneficial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises 
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!

Gentle And Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283

A Staff That Cares,  
Doctors Who Truly Listen  

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

Best Certificate Yields Looking for Best Depositors
Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce 
earnings. Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1750 86th St. · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Ave. Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union Congratulates all of the 2014 Fourty under Fourty Honorees.
Thank You for all Your hard work.
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By Kevin Bollers
Ten pastors and ministers 

of the New Beginnings Inter-
national Ministries (NBIM) 
embarked on a week-long 
Christian mission from Brook-
lyn, New York to the village of 
Camalote, Belize on Tuesday 
Oct. 28, 2014.

The group provided bags of 
food that was sufficient to feed 
more than 50 homes in the 
village of Camalote for over a 
month, conducted evangelism 
and spiritual leadership work-
shops which were done in Cam-
alote Baptist Church and went 
into Camalote Primary School 
where they evangelized and 
engaged the young students in 
arts and crafts. NBIM hosted a 
barbecue at the Blue Thumbs 
Missions compound where the 
entire village was welcomed. 
Inspirational messages were 
preached by the ministers to 
bring hope and encouragement 

to people who at times have 
very little to hope for.

The purpose of the mission 
was to present Jesus Christ in 
a way that was relevant in the 
lives of people in the village. 
It was also about meeting the 
people where they were, but 
not leaving them that way. For 
the NBIM team, relevance is 
determined by the need you are 
able to meet and the problem 
that you are able to solve.

This type of trip was a first 
for many of the participants in 
the group. It was quite a learn-
ing experience and lives were 
definitely touched on the part 
of the ministers as well as those 
being ministered to. “Minister-
ing at the school stood out the 
most for me, it’s not like teach-
ing in Sunday school,” said Pas-
tor Xiana Lopez. “It was bigger 
than that and it was also very 
humbling.”

Many NBIM members 

expressed the view that they 
received more than they gave 
and that they were changed 
more than the people they 
went to serve. When it was 
time to leave, there were more 
than a few sad faces and tears 
on both sides.

Belize Mission 2014 was a 
narrative of self-transforma-
tion, personal growth and 
Christian service that became 
a pilgrimage. It was more than 
a cross-cultural experience, it 
was trip with a specific mission 
to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. “What led me to go to 
Belize was the Lord. The Lord 

told me that he wanted me to 
do this missions trip to Belize 
in order to reach lost souls 
there,” said Pastor Lenny Lee. 
“He told me that there was a 
need that needed to be met 
and I am honored to be called 
and chosen for such an assign-
ment.”

It became less about hand-
ing out church tracts or even 
providing food for the people 
in Camalote village and more 
about how they could con-
nect with what God was doing 
in other parts of the world 
through real connection with 
people. “We are thankful for 

everything and we had a mar-
velous time with you guys. 
Please keep us in your prayers,” 
said Keneshia Sutherland, a 
resident of Camalote village. 
“Come back soon and next time 
please stay a little longer!”

The experience reconfirmed 
to NBIM that the objective of 
any mission, quite simply, is 
the glory of God. It is not so 
much about building a house 
or learning what it is like to 
be a “real missionary” for a 
week. It is more about joining 
the Lord in the work that he is 
doing in the world.

Pastors Leonard Lee, Xiana Lopez and Barry Lee with food purchased to give out to the 
households and families of Camalote village in Belize.

Brooklyn baptists 
conduct missions 

in Belize

BROOKLYN: 2632 E 14th Street, NY 11235
       2270 Kimball Street, #101A, NY 11234
QUEENS: 107-15 Jamaica Ave., NY 11418
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The only Medicare plan backed by HHC, the nation’s largest public health system. 
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East New York D&T Center Kings County Hospital Woodhull Hospital

2094 Pitkin Avenue
Brooklyn

2nd Floor, Teen Clinic
Friday, November 21, 26
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11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
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760 Broadway
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More people die from lung 
cancer in the US than from 
breast cancer, colon cancer 
and prostate cancer com-
bined. This year alone more 
than 160,000 Americans 
will die from this disease.
Dramatic published fi ndings 
show that low-dose CT (low 
radiation dose computed to-
mography) can fi nd lung tu-
mors long before they appear 
on traditional chest x-rays. 
Since lung tumors are usually 
the size of an orange by the 
time they’re discovered on X-
ray the cure rate is extremely 
low. However, with earlier de-
tection, many early-stage lung 
cancers now are more readily 
visualized on CT and therefore 
more treatable. 
The screening is done with a 
low-dose CT scan, a non-inva-
sive procedure that is effective 
in detecting the earliest stages 
of lung cancer. Lung cancer 
screening is a low-dose CT 
(LDCT) for high-risk individu-
als. The level of risk that quali-
fi es candidates for screening is 
based on their age and smok-
ing history. Generally, to qual-
ify, former and current smok-
ers between the ages of 55-80 
must have a smoking history of 
at least 30 “pack years.” Pack 

years are calculated by mul-
tiplying the number of packs 
smoked by the number of years 
smoked. So, for example, some-
one who smoked two packs a 
day for 15 years has a 30 pack 
year smoking history.
Also, because half of new lung 
cancer diagnoses are in former 
smokers, the recommendation 
includes former smokers who 
quit within the past 15 years. 
Some medical experts recom-
mend dropping the minimum 
age to 50 and the pack years 
to 20, if there is a second risk 
factor, such as a family history 
of lung cancer or high radon 
exposure. 
A referral is necessary
from your PCP 
or specialist.

CT Lung Cancer Screening 
Available at BRMI

At Bay Ridge Medical Imaging, our primary goal is to offer quality care to 

ourpatients, and be convenient and effi cientfor our referring physicians.

Offering State-of the-art diagnostic 
imaging services in a convenient 
outpatient setting.

MRI/MRA (1.5 & 3.0T HIGH FIELD)

OPEN MRI (0.3 AND 0.6T)

MR ANGIOGRAPHY

CT

PET/CT

CT ANGIOGRAPHY (CTA)

CORONARY CT ANGIOGRAPHY 

(CCTA)

SPECT/CT (COMING SOON)

NUCLEAR MEDICINE

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS(ICAEL 

ACCREDITED)

NUCLEAR CARDIOLOGY 

ULTRASOUND

3D/4D DOPPLER

DIGITAL MAMMOGRAPHY

DEXA

WOMEN’S IMAGING (Including 

Breast Mri And Biopsies)

THYROID BIOPSIES

GENERAL X-RAY

FLUOROSCOPY

I-STAT

We offer the following modalities:

BAY RIDGE MEDICAL 
IMAGING, P.C.
7601 4th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, NY 11209 
P: 718.238.7000 
F: 718.238.7005
Facility Hours:

Mon-Fri: 7am-10pm
Sat & Sun: 8am-4pm

BRMI at NARROWS
9920 4th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, NY 11209 
P: 718.921.0333 
F: 718.921.0490
Facility Hours:

Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm 
Sat: 8am-2pm, Sun: CLOSED

BRMI at DYKER HEIGHTS
7117 13th Avenue, 

Brooklyn, NY 11228
P: 718.880.3060 
F: 718.232.5796
Facility Hours:

Mon-Fri: 7:30–10am, 
Sat: 8am-4pm, Sun: CLOSED

BRMI at MIDWOOD
1220 Avenue P, 

Brooklyn, NY 11229 
P: 718.375.1300
F: 718.375.1334
Facility Hours:

Mon-Thurs: 9am-6pm
Fri: 9am-3pm, Sat: CLOSED

Sun: 9am-2pm

BRMI at BORO PARK
3802 14th Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11218 
P: 718.854.5400
F: 347.533.4042
Facility Hours:

Mon-Thurs: 9 am-11pm
Fri: 9am-4pm, Sat: CLOSED

SUNDAY: 9am-4pm

Bay Ridge 
MEDICAL IMAGING

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.org
718-238-7000

COMING SOON!
Bay Ridge Medical Imaging is pleased to announce 

“HYBRID SPECT/CT CAMERA”
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI G37
$19,595

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #1233. 

2010 LEXUS LS460
$27,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 INFINITI JX35
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
cruise, p/s, leather, 
Alloys, Tilt, 9,700 
miles, Stk #7675. 

$37,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$36,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 BMW X5
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #3822.

$32,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$18,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766 VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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CARS STARTING 
AS LOW AS

$2,995!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

ML-350
'11 MERCEDES

$21,888
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

MDX
'11 ACURA

$21,995
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

MANY MORE LIKE THIS 
TO CHOOSE FROM!

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

EXPLORER
'14 FORD

$22,995

OF WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

E350
'11 MERCEDES

$22,888

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 39k miles, Stk#3822

X5 Xdrive35i
'13 BMW

$32,995
BUY FOR:

Stk# 1233, 39k mi.PLUS TAX & TAGS

LS 460
'10 LEXUS

$27,995

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR: Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD2014 HONDA

BUY 
FOR: Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$139
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 15k miles, 
Stk#1034

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

$13,995 PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 9k miles, 

Stk#10085

PILOT
'14 HONDA BUY FOR: $19,995

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 72k miles, 
Stk#7278

ESCAPE
'12 FORD BUY FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 15k miles, 
Stk#6879

CAMARO
'14 CHEVY BUY FOR:

$16,995PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 11k miles, 
Stk#7453

ROGUE
'13 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$15,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, 
p/b, 14k miles, 

Stk#3824

C300^
'11 MERCEDES BUY FOR:

$18,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 10k miles, 
Stk#10024

FUSION
'14 FORD BUY FOR: $13,995

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/opts, 28k miles, 
Stk#3640

ELANTRA
'13 HYUNDAI BUY FOR:

$8,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 31k miles, 
Stk#5650

CIVIC
'12 HONDA BUY FOR:

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 21k miles, 
Stk#1404

CAMRY
'12 TOYOTA BUY FOR: $10,995
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CAREER PROGRAMS

State University of New York
Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Center
Administered by the New York City College of Technology (CUNY)

BEOC offers tuition FREE career preparation!

INFORMATION SESSION
718-802-3330 or
admissions@beoc.cuny.edu

111 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
(Enter on Boerum Place)

APPLY TODAY
http://tinyurl.com/beocadmit

facebook.com/sunybeoc
twitter.com/sunybeoc

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
FOR CONSIDERATION

CHOOSE

Pressures can outweigh benefits in sports 
The benefits for children 

playing sports are plenti-
ful. Teamwork, setting and 
accomplishing goals, devel-
oping small motor skills and 
the physical activity are just 
a few, and they can take a 
child far toward becoming a 
well-developed person - even if 
they don’t pursue sports pro-
fessionally as an adult.

However, playing sports can 
increase a child’s potential for 
suffering from anxiety, stress 
or feeling burned out, says 
Dr. Mirjam Quinn, assistant 
professor in Illinois School 
of Professional Psychology 
at Argosy University, Chica-
go. And these negatives could 
affect a child so profoundly 
that other aspects of the child’s 
identity are not developed. The 
pressure to perform is costing 
children and their families the 
benefits of playing sports at a 
young age.

“There is too much pressure 
on parents and children alike 
to be the best, to be special, 
to be ‘truly gifted,’” says Alan 
Nathan, an associate professor 

in the Clinical Psychology pro-
gram at the American School 
of Professional Psychology at 
Argosy University, Washing-
ton, D.C. “Parents are often 
made to feel that if they don’t 
make their child shine over 
and above the rest, the alterna-
tive is a life of failure.”

While some parents see the 
purpose of sports is to help 
their children remain healthy 
and develop positive life skills, 
others can feel that sports are 

a vehicle for college scholar-
ships and careers as profes-
sional athletes. That means 
that sports for children are 
becoming more competitive 
and the family is becoming 
more invested in the game. 
“With more and more youth 
sports being played within 
‘club teams,’ families who can 
afford the costs for the club’s 
coaching, travel to tourna-
ments, and private coaching 
are often seen as better sport 

parents,” says Quinn. “With 
the individual sports like golf, 
tennis, figure skating and 
gymnastics, it is even more of 
a status symbol to have a child 
who has achieved some level of 
success.”

Kids are careful observers, 
and the actions a parent takes 
can send an unintended mes-
sage, especially when it comes 
to the child’s performance in 
the sport.

“When kids see their parents 
one-up each other over their 
children’s sports performance, 
they get the message loud and 
clear - ‘You are more worth-
while when you do well,’” says 
Nathan. “Providing external 
rewards (including praise) and 
focusing on performance rath-
er than the process of learning 
saps children of all enjoyment 
of the activity. Their motivation 
shifts from intrinsic rewards 
(like feelings of competence, 
pride and enjoyment) to exter-
nal rewards (like performance 
evaluation and praise). Many 
kids become dependent on the 
external rewards and their self-

esteem crumbles when they do 
not win.”

The difference between a kid 
who benefits from organized 
sports and one who is crushed 
under the pressure depends on 
whether or not that child has 
parents and coaches who fos-
ter a healthy attitude toward 
sports. While keeping your 
children front of mind during 
their sports activities can be a 
challenge for some parents, it 
is a necessity.

“The most important issue 
is that the child enjoys his or 
her participation in the sport 
and feels his or her parents are 
supportive,” said Nathan.

“If you are a parent and you 
find yourself becoming emo-
tionally wrapped up in your 
child’s performance in sports, 
academics or advanced basket-
weaving, it is probably time to 
take a step back and remind 
yourself that it’s your kid who 
is out there, not you,” cautions 
Quinn. “At the end of the day, 
your child is a worthwhile per-
son, regardless of whether she 
does well or fails outright.”

FOCUS ON EDUCATION
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Exceptional public education.

 Success starts with 
formulating the 
right approach.
Apply now at: 
 SuccessAcademies.org
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ONE LOVE!
FEATURING
A BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE CONCERT

THE WAILERS, THIRD WORLD
MAXI PRIEST & KY-MANI MARLEY
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$65, $45, $35  

253 WEST 125TH STREET
HARLEM, USA 
APOLLOTHEATER.ORG 
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Artist subject to change.

SAT NOV 29 AT 8PM AND 11PM 
TICKETS PREMIUM

$80

Two days after his actual 90th birth-
day anniversary, admirers, supporters 
and comrades of Michael Manley will 
recall the legacy left by Jamaica’s fourth 
prime minister during the first forum 
to launch a legacy series.

Featuring influential spokespersons 
from the community, distinguished 
panelists Dr. Basil Wilson, Professor 
Anthony Bogues, and Delano Franklin 
will kick-off the forum slated for 6:00 
p.m. at St. James Church, 2500 Jerome 
Ave. in the Bronx.

A topical discussion will focus on a 
myriad of issues and will likely high-
light the politics and agenda proposed 
by the former government leader who 
is perhaps associated with a legacy that 
endorsed democratic socialism from 
1972 to 1980 and again from 1989 to 
1992.

Regarded “as one of the best prime 
ministers since independence” in 1962, 
the Jamaican was also revered being 
the second son of the island’s only Pre-
mier Norman Washington Manley and 
Jamaican artist Edna Manley.

Popularly acclaimed as a charismatic 
figure who revolutionized attire in gov-
ernment by ditching the traditional 
shirt and tie outfit when making public 
appearances, and instead  opting to 
sport what seemed a more comfortable 
and suited safari jacket with slacks. 

Manley is also recalled for helm-
ing the People’s National Party a few 
months before his father’s death in 
1969.

Born Dec. 10, 1924, he died at age 72 
on March 6, 1997. 

A proponent of issues far removed 
from the British, institutionalized tradi-
tion, Manley is credited with establish-
ing a minimum wage for all workers. He 
initiated a policy that ensured equal pay 
for women. During his administration 
he was able to secure those rights for 
everyone including domestic workers. 
His governance also enabled the lower-
ing of the voting age to 18 years.

In 1974, Manley proposed free educa-
tion from primary school to university. 

According to Wikipedia: “The PNP 
government in 1974 also formed the 
Jamaica Movement for the Advance-
ment of Literacy (JAMAL), which admin-
istered adult education programs with 
the goal of involving 100,000 adults a 
year.”

Land reform expanded under his 
administration. Reportedly, an estimat-
ed 14 percent of idle land was redistrib-
uted through this program. Allegedly, 
much of the land he reclaimed had been 

“abandoned during the post-war urban 
migration and/or purchased by large 
bauxite companies.” 

The progressive period of his tenure 
also introduced maternity leave. Some 
will attest that under Manley’s admin-
istration, the stigma of illegitimacy was 
outlawed.

Other domestic changes included the 
establishment of The National Housing 
Trust. For many it provided “the means 
for most employed people to own their 
own homes.”

In addition, it also “greatly stimu-
lated housing construction, with more 
than 40,000 houses built between 1974 
and 1980.”

Perhaps most controversial in the 
international arena, his diplomatic alli-
ances proved disquieting to the U.S. 
government. Although history dictates 
that Manley believed in respecting 
the different systems of government 
of other countries and not interfering 
in their internal affairs, close friend-
ships with African leaders and particu-
larly one he cultivated with a neighbor 
seemed disconcerting to leaders of the 
most powerful nation on earth.

Among the friendly foreign leaders, 
Tanzania’s Julius Nyere, Pierre Trudeau 
of Canada and to the ire of the Unit-
ed States, Fidel Castro of Cuba found 
favor with Manley’s policies. Located 
just 90 miles away from Jamaica, it 
seemed ludicrous to Manley to weaken 
diplomatic relations by ignoring his 
neighbor nation. Instead he strength-
ened relationships between Cuba and 
Jamaica.

Panelists will elaborate on the many 
policies executed throughout Manley’s 
tenure and may even spotlight some of 
the faux pas his detractors cite as blem-
ishes to his distinguished legacy.

 Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Former Prime Minister of Jamaica 
Michael Manley. AP Photo, File

Michael Manley 90 to 
kick-off Legacy Series
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By Tangerine Clarke 
Wearing a colorful gown designed 

with trumpet sleeves and a V-neck-
line, Miss World Guyana 2014 Rafieya 
Husain was greeted with flash bulbs 
and applause when she arrived abroad 
the Golden Sunshine Yacht in Sheep-
shead Bay last Saturday.

The 22-year-old beauty who 
received a royal send-off by well-
wishers and the Miss World Guyana 
Committee during a four-hour recep-
tion cruise is passionate about her 
beauty with a purpose platform that 

addresses domestic violence and teen 
dating violence.

The articulate contestant, who is 
the first in the history of the fran-
chise to spearhead an outreach initi-
ative – Rafieya’s International Vision 
& Hope Center, will also commission 
a shelter at Land of Plenty, Region 
Two (Pomeroon/Supernam) for vic-
tims of domestic violence.

The business administration major 
has taken her messages to students 
in Guyana while working with pro-
fessionals to find the root cause of 

violence among youth. 
During the boat cruise Husain 

shared bracelets emblazoned with a 
replica of her crown and the words, 
“Love, Hope, Believe.” A booklet of 
“Stop Dating Violence — Speak Out 
Shatter The Silence,” and the “Be 
Safe” Red Cross program to prevent 
sexual and physical abuse against 
children five to nine years old, with 
puppetry, song and games, cements 
the queen’s zeal to end this scourge. 

The svelte young lady who loves 

Miss World Guyana 2014 off to London

Continued on Page 36

By Vinette K. Pryce
Just in time to make the holiday 

bucket list of things to do “The Last 
Ship” sails onto Broadway with spirited 
songs composed by pop idol Sting. Mak-
ing his Broadway debut, the 63-year-old 
former lead Police singer and song-
writer can now can add composer to his 
discography. 

In a play inspired by the working 
class, sea-side, Wallsend community 
in England where he was born and 
raised, Sting adds symphony to debut 
on Broadway with a musical spotlight 
on a labor force that would rather work 
than quit. 

Set in the northeast of England, the 
story unfolds when a developer buys a 
shipyard that for generations provide 
work and unite a close-knit group of 

By Vernie Riley
Coalition to Preserve Reggae (CPR) 

in association with UJAA, JAHJAH 
Foundation and DARC Foundation 
commemorated the Coronation of 
Emperor Haile Selassie I and Empress 
Mennen of Ethiopia with their co-
presentation of the 10th Annual Reg-
gae Culture Salute on Saturday, Nov. 
1, 2014. Many reggae lovers graced 
Nazareth Regional High School’s Per-
formance Center in Brooklyn to see 
and hear the fabulous artists. 

The auditorium was packed with reg-
gae enthusiasts and media to see the 
Queen of Reggae Marcia Griffiths and 
she did not disappoint. Ms. Griffiths, 
who received the CPR Pinnacle Award 

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 36

FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

Miss World Guyana 2014 Rafi eya Husain. Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Reggae salute

‘Last Ship’ 
Musical 

ROYAL ROYAL 
SEND-OFFSEND-OFF

The Garvin Gray group shot with 
Pinnacle Award. 
 Photo courtesy of Coalition to Preserve Reggae
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for Excellence, performed her 
many greats with her son Taff 

(who also performed a couple 
of duets with her) along with 
Althea Hamilton and Simone 
G providing backup vocals.

The evening began with a 
libation followed by remem-
brances with a dance tribute 
to the late Faybiene Miranda 
performed by the Ifetayo Youth 
Ensemble, while CPR poet lau-
reate Ras Osagyefo remem-
bered the late great Peter Tosh 
with poetry. The reggae salute 
by CPR members opened with 
flutist Ichelle performing “Red 
Gold and Green” and “Rev-
elation Song” to an enthused 
crowd. Following, “Simone G” 
wowed with her rendition of 
Maxwell’s “This is Woman’s 
Work” and Freddie McKay’s 
classic, “Picture on the Wall.” 
Turban X warmed them fur-
ther with his “Kings and 
Queens” and “Jah Love.” Da 
Real Storm, heated things up 
with her vocal prowess, strong 
lyrics and commanding pres-
ence especially when she per-
formed “Real Jamaican Rock” 
which had everyone rocking, 

she gave way to former wailers 
lead singer, Gary Pine who was 
as impressive with his own 
material as he was with Bob 
Marley covers.

The debonair Don Minott 
provided a solid perform-
ance with songs including 
“I’m working” and “Speak for 
the Poor” to pave the way for 
special guest Everton Blend-
er who soared in a dynamic 
45-minute set including his 
hit “Ghetto People Song.” Pre-
ceding Marcia Griffiths was 
Tasha T who sung three tracks 
from her new album “Real 
Talk” so much so that Ms. 
Griffiths, who spoke of feeling 
grateful for being able to be 
an inspiration to other female 
artists in such a male domi-
nated industry asked her to 
sing along with her during her 
set, in a poignant moment for 
aspiring female artists.

The praise of CPR just goes 
on and on. The event promot-
ed as a family event had many 
children present, an unusual 
sight at a reggae concert.  The 
promoters indeed provided 
a family centered mood and 
the food was scrumptious and 
plentiful.      

entertaining guests with her 
favorite recipe, scalloped pota-
toes and lamb, is more con-
fident than ever about bring-
ing home the crown, after the 
intense training she said she 
underwent during a recent trip 
to the Philippines.

“At first, I wasn’t sure about 
competing among the 100 plus 
contestants, but since my expe-
rience in the Philippines, I feel 
confident that I have a great 
chance of winning,” added the 
humanitarian whose training 
included poise, speech, make-
up application and runway 
readiness. 

“For me it was self-growth. I 
have learned so much and I am 
truly excited about being an 
ambassador for my country,” 
added Husain who leaves for 
Great Britain on Nov. 18, for 
pageant festivities before the 
coronation on Dec. 14, at ExCel 
London. 

Franchise holder Nata-
sha Blu Martindale praised 
the queen for her dedication 
to her ‘beauty with a cause’ 
platform and for representing 
Guyana with dignity. Interna-
tional fashion designer Roger 
Gary, a committee member, 
announced he will design the 

queen’s “dances of the world” 
costume and swimwear crea-
tion to depict Guyana’s pristine 
‘Shell Beach” on the Atlantic 
Coast. 

World-renown designer and 
committee member Michelle 
Cole will fabricate the queen’s 

wardrobe and her evening 
gown to vie for the crown. 

The celebration was punc-
tuated by exciting music pre-
sented by DJ Flexx and Sybil’s 
Restaurant provided the deli-
cious cuisine while benefactors 
raised much needed funds for 

the queen.
Follow Miss World Guyana 

Rafieya Husain on Facebook, 
Twitter Feed #missworldguy-
ana2014 ##0X4DA, or go to 
http://www.missworld.com/
Contestants/Guyana to vote.

Good luck! Rafieya.

Continued from page 35 

Continued from page 35 

dedicated employees. 
There ships were built to 

supplement the economy. 
Construction was viewed 
with pride and celebrated in 
pubs and watering holes.  The 
musical recently opened at 
the Neil Simon Theater to 
rave applause and joins the 
season’s most acclaimed new 
shows to open along the Great 
White Way.  

The lively storyline cele-
brates the men and women 
that toil by devoting their 
lives to work. It focuses on 
Gideon Fletcher, (Michael 
Esper) a young-man deter-
mined to change his destined 
path through the workplace 
his father Joe (Jamie Jack-
son) and grandfather wore 
out work boots building sea 
cruisers.

Adventurous, enterpris-
ing and perhaps rebellious, 
coming of age as a teenaged 
Gideon (Collin Kelly-Sordelet) 
ultimately fulfills his dream 
to venture out from the ship-
yard community in order to 
seek a dream he harbored as a 

boy. In his quest to seek inde-
pendence he leaves the girl he 
loves with a promise to return 
when he found security. After 
a decade and a half passes, 
Gideon returns to find the 
shipyard in a state of uncer-
tainty. His arrival also coin-
cides with the engagement of 
the girl he left behind, the one 
he told he would reclaim after 
traveling. 

Threats to tear down the 
shipyard dominate conversa-
tions. The new owners plan 
to gentrify the community 
and their decision does not sit 
well with lifelong construc-
tion workers. It is the 70s and 
the defiant thing to is to rally 
to find a solution to the press-
ing issue. 

The workers meet at a pub 
and there they strategize to 
override development of a 
high-rise community. Buoyed 
by the leadership of a priest 
named Father O’Brien (Fred 
Applegate), the defiant men 
galvanize to build the last ship. 
Needless to say, the collared 
preacher is not restrained by 
the cloth. 

Continued from page 35 
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TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Habits (Stay High)
Tove Lo

Don’t Tell ‘Em
Jeremih Featuring YG

All About That Bass
Meghan Trainor

Shake It Off
Taylor Swift

Animals
Maroon 5

Bang Bang
Jessie J, Ariana Grande ...

Black Widow
Iggy Azalea Feat. Rita Ora

Don’t
Ed Sheeran

Stay With Me
Sam Smith

Rather Be
Clean Bandit Feat...

1989
Taylor Swift

Montevallo
Sam Hunt

NOW 52
Various Artists

Rise
Trip Lee

Black Veil Brides
Black Veil Brides

In The Lonely Hour
Sam Smith

Anything Goes
Florida Georgia Line

.5: The Gray Chapter
JSlipknot

Love Ran Red
Chris Tomlin

Hozier
Hozier

Committee Members of the Miss World Guyana Committee, couturier Roger Gary, franchi-
see Natasha Blu, Martaindale Rafi eya Husain and fashion designer Michelle Cole. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Sting’s musicalReggae

Paegeant
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DIRECTED
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CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

By Kam Williams    
Christopher Nolan is one of 

my favorite directors, and four 
of his pictures have made my 
annual Top Ten List, includ-
ing “Memento,” “The Dark 
Knight,” “Batman Begins” 
and “Insomnia.” However, I 
hard a hard time understand-
ing exactly what was going on 
in “Inception,” an inscrutable 
mindbender that I found to be a 
little too hip for the room.            

The same could be said 
about “Interstellar,” an over-
plotted, post-apocalyptic sci-fi 
with a few too many layers for 
its own good, in this critic’s 

humble opinion. Clocking in at 
a patience-testing 169 minutes, 
the movie had me harking back 
to seven-time Oscar-winner 
Gravity, a similarly-themed 
outer space adventure which 
managed to resolve its loose 
ends in about half the time.        

At the point of departure, we 
find the Earth devastated by 
drought and dust storms that 
have brought it to the brink of 
famine. With the planet almost 

uninhabitable, NASA decides 
that the last hope for humanity 
rests in finding another capa-
ble of supporting life.

To that end, the agency is 
mounting a mission, code-
named Lazarus in order to 
search for a place with a com-
patible environment. The reluc-
tant hero is Coop (Matthew 
McConaughey), a man under-
standably torn about being 
coaxed out of retirement to 

captain the Spaceship Endur-
ance.

On the one hand, the vet-
eran test pilot is eager, since he 
never got a chance to experi-
ence a real spaceflight during 
his career. On the other hand, 
as a widowed dad, he hates the 
very idea of leaving behind and 
possibly orphaning his already 
motherless kids.

Sure, 15-year-old Tom (Tim-
othee Chalamet) might be 
able to man-up, but daugh-
ter Murph (Mackenzie Foy) is 
only 10 and proves particularly 
clingy when he informs her 
of his imminent travel plans. 
Her angry reaction is perfectly 
reasonable, given the blight on 
Earth and the odds of ever see-
ing her papa again. 

But with his father-in-law’s 
(John Lithgow) blessing, Coop 
nevertheless opts to depart, 
which affords him an oppor-
tunity to belatedly pursue his 
lifelong dream. Joining him in 
that endeavor is a crew com-
prised of brainy scientist Brand 
(Anne Hathaway), astrophysi-
cist Romilly (David Gyasi) and 

intergalactic cartographer 
Doyle (Wes Bentley), as well 
as a couple of very sophisticat-
ed robots (Bill Irwin and Josh 
Stewart). 

After blastoff, they head for a 
distant wormhole near Saturn 
rumored to provide a portal to 
a parallel universe. At this junc-
ture, the picture turns terribly 
talky, relying on pseudoscien-
tific claptrap to explain every 
farfetched development from 
black holes to unusual gravi-
tational pulls to time slowing 
down. Eventually, Endurance 
rendezvous with a NASA space 
station stranded on a remote 
planet where they rouse the 
sole survivor from a cryogenic 
sleep only to discover it’s Matt 
Damon. How cool is that? 

I’m not too proud to admit 
I couldn’t follow the convo-
luted storyline anymore from 
about this point forward. At 
least the panoramic visuals 
remained absolutely breathtak-
ing. Think, a remake of Gravity 
with a bunch of polysyllabic 
brainiacs borrowed from The 
Big Bang Theory.  

“Interstellar”
Good (2 stars)
Rated PG-13 
for intense
action and brief 
profanity
Running time: 
169 minutes
Distributor: 
Paramount Pictures

Drug Lord: The Leg-
end of Shorty (Unrated) 
Ten Most Wanted docu-
mentary recounting the 
international manhunt 
for the ruthless, Mexican 
cartel kingpin known as 
El Chapo.

The Homesman (R for violence, sex-
uality, nudity and disturbing behavior) 
Tommy Lee Jones wrote, directed and 
stars in this adaptation of the Glendon 
Swarthout novel of the same name, set 
in the Wild West, about a convicted claim 
jumper who teams up with a spinster 
(Hilary Swank) to escort a trio of insane 
women (Grace Gummer, Miranda Otto 
and Sonja Richter) from Nebraska to a 
mental home in Iowa. With Meryl Streep, 
Hailee Steinfeld, John Lithgow, James 
Spader, Tim Blake Nelson and William 
Fichtner.

Levitated Mass (Unrated) “How did 
they do that?” documentary detailing the 
installation of a dangling 340-ton granite 
boulder wedged over a walkway in the 
L.A. County Museum by Michael Heizer 
as a work of art.

A Merry Friggin’ Christmas (PG-13 
for profanity and violence) Dark com-
edy about an estranged father (Robin 
Williams) and son (Joel McHale) who 
grudgingly share an eight-hour road trip 
to retrieve forgotten Christmas presents. 
Support cast includes Candice Bergen, 
Wendi McClendon-Covey, Clark Duke, 
Oliver Platt and Lauren Graham. 

Miss Meadows (Unrated) Katie Holmes 

stars as the title character in this crime 
drama as a syrupy sweet schoolmarm 
who moonlights afterhours as a gun-
toting vigilante. Featuring James Badge 
Dale, Callan Mulvey, Stephen Bishop and 
Tyler Corbet.   

Occupy the Farm (Unrated) Eco-friend-
ly documentary about a California Bay 
Area community’s effort to preserve par-
cels of public land for urban agriculture.

Red Army (PG for mild epithets and 
mature themes) Cold War documentary 
highlighting the exploits of the Soviet 
Army’s hockey team, the most successful 
sports dynasty in history.

Rosewater (Unrated) The Daily Show’s 
Jon Stewart makes his directorial debut 
with this adaptation of journalist Maziar 
Bahari’s (Gael Garcia Bernal) memoir 
about being imprisoned and tortured in 
Iran for months for merely reporting the 
truth about the country’s rigged presiden-
tial election. With Claire Foy, Golshifteh 
Farahani and Shohreh Aghdashloo.    

Saving Christmas (PG for mature 
themes) Faith-based film chronicling the 
efforts of a frustrated family man (Kirk 
Cameron) determined to put Jesus back 
at the center of his family’s holiday cel-
ebration. Co-starring Bridgette Cameron, 
Darren Doane, Raphi Henly and Ben 
Kientz. 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

The space crew from the fi lm “Interstellar.”

Independent & Foreign Films 

Altruistic astronauts seek alternate for Earth
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SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

ance space Q.E.D. in Astoria at 7:30p.m. 
“IT CAME FROM NEW YORK,” NYC’s first 
(and so far only) all native New Yorker 
storytelling series has been running in 
fits and starts since 2005. The show will 
feature MOTH favorite Daisy Rosario, pho-
tographer/author Jenny Rubin, comedian 
Liam McEaneany, and token non-New 
Yorker Kambri Crews, among others. 
Admission is FREE. Reservations can be 
made here: http://qedastoria.com/prod-
ucts/it-came-from-new-york. Q.E.D. is 
located at 27-16 23rd Avenue, Astoria, NY. 
N or Q train to Ditmars Blvd.; Q69 bus.

FINANCE SERIES: Learn how to man-
age your finances, maintain good credit, 
set goals, develop good habits, and make 
the most of your budget in this free five-
week course from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Neighborhood Housing Services of East 
Flatbush, 2806 Church Ave.(between Nos-
trand & Rogers avenues.). To register, call 
(718) 469-4679. NHS is a not-for-profit 
housing organization. www.nhsnyc.org. 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

MEDICARE 101: Learn the ins and outs 
of Medicare from 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
How does Medicare work? What is a donut 
hole? What is a copay? Why is it neces-

sary? How do I choose a doctor and what 
assistance is available to help with costs? 
Space is limited, so call to reserve a seat 
today. A sales person will be present with 
information and application forms. To 
register for this seminar and for accom-
modation of persons with special needs at 
sales meetings, call (800) 447-9169, seven 
days a week, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. For 
those with hearing and speech impair-
ments, call 711, seven days a week, 8:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. HIP Health Plan of New 
York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medi-
care contract. Group Health Incorporated 
(GHI) is a PPO plan and a standalone PDP 
with a Medicare contract. Enrollment 
in HIP and GHI depends on contract 
renewal. HIP and GHI are EmblemHealth 
companies. 206-20 Linden Blvd., Cambria 
Heights, NY 11411.

THURS., NOV. 20
FOOD DRIVE: District leader Olanike 
Alabi, Clinton Hill AARP Chapter 2197, 
The 57th A.D. Democratic Organization, 
District Council 37, and United Federation 
of Teachers invite you to donate non-
perishable and canned goods which will 

be collected from 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
Donations will benefit the food pantry 
sponsored by the Walt Whitman Resident 
Association in Fort Greene. For more 
information, call (718) 398-0750. Refesh-
ments will be served. Teen Challenge 
Center, 444 Clinton Ave. (between Gates 
& Greene avenues.)

FRI., NOV.21
COMEDY: “No Name... & A Bag O’ Chips” 
comedy / variety show producer, Eric 
Vetter will present performers Mick Diflo 
(The Huffington Post), Chris Griggs (New 
York Underground Comedy Festival), Grant 
Cooper (Morrison Motel), Megan Sass (NY 
Funny Songs Festival), sketch comedy col-
lective Kokomo (Upright Citizens Brigade 
Theatre) at 7:00 p.m. The “No Name” 
house band The Summer Replacements - 
including Carl (BabyFreak) Fortunato  and 
Fernando (Dr. Sandman) Morales Gonzalez 
- will perform a full set of old school R&B 
and rock standards at 8:30 p.m. No cover, 
no minimum. Otto’s is located at 538 E 
14th St (Cross Street: Between avenues A 
and B) For more information, call (212) 
228-2240 or go to: www.ottosshrunken-
head.com. Performers subject to change. 
For more “No Name,” information, contact 
(347) 885-3466 / NoNameNYC@hotmail.
com.

SAT, NOV. 22
PERFORMANCE: “Ruth: God’s Plan at 
work,” is a musical depicting how God 
took a woman that men rejected and 
used her to change a nation. This produc-
tion will take place at Calvary Cathedral 
of Praise located at 45 East 8th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11218 at 5:00 p.m. For more 
information and for tickets, call (718) 
435-2731. www.ccopny.org.

SUN., NOV. 23
PERFORMANCE: The Queens Faith 
Temple of Seventh-day Adventists Church 
will be hosting a drama production enti-
tled, “The Basket of Flowers” on Sunday, 
Nov. 23 at 3:00 p.m. at the York College: 
Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center. 
The drama production is based off an 
18th century tale written by Christoph 
von Schmid, which  centers on a young 
woman who grows up with her father 
and learns about humility, purity and 
forgiveness. Their lives change for the 
worst when a prized possession belonging 
to a landowner’s wife goes missing and 
the young woman is blamed unjustly for 
the crime.” Tickets are $20 per person 
and doors will open at 2:00 p.m. For more 
information and/or to order tickets, call 
(516)967-5003 or (917)519-1430.

If you have an event that you would 
like to post in Sun Kulcha, please 
email your submission to Caribbean-
life@cnglocal.com. All submissions 
are subject to a review by the editor.
 Compiled by Natalie Y. Henry

FRI., NOV. 14
PERFORMANCE: HCX presents Daniel 
Bernard Roumain and Dj Jephte Guil-
laume. Doors open at 6:00 p.m, followed 
by a conversation and performance with 
Daniel Bernard Roumain. From 9:00 p.m. 
- 12:00 midnight. DJ Jephté Guillaume - 
Tet Kale Records/Spiritual Life Music. $35 
in advance / $40 at door Purchase tickets 
here! http://bit.ly/1xugorX. Hors d’Oeuvres 
& Cash Bar The Carlton Hotel 88 Madison 
Ave, New  York NY, 10016.

SAT., NOV. 15
BOOK FAIR: The Brooklyn Museum will 
host the eighth annual Children’s Book Fair 
from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m. This year’s fair 
features more than 30 Brooklyn authors 
and illustrators and includes storybooks, 
picture books, graphic novels, and books for 
young adults. There will also be hands-on 
art activities and fun photo opportunities 
for all ages. Brooklyn Museum, 200 Eastern 
Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11238.

STORYTELLING: Author, storyteller 
and native New Yorker Michele Carlo will 
present a brand-new solo show, “THERE 
GOES THE NEIGHBORHOOD!” as part 
of the 2014 SOLOCOM festival at the 
People’s Improv Theater (P.I.T.) at 4:30 
p.m. A multi-layered mix of characters, 
storytelling and True Urban Tale (plus a 
touch of game show), THERE GOES THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD! is “Leftover” New 
Yorker Michele Carlo’s search to find the 
tipping point for the gentrification (and 
subsequent castration) of her beloved 
Brooklyn neighborhood…and subsequent 
discovery she was its enemy all along. 
Tickets are just $5 and can be purchased 
here:  http://www.eventbrite.com/e/
solocom-2014-michele-carlo-jw-crump-
tickets-14066911511.

SUN., NOV. 16
MEETING: Mr.Derrick James (Grenada’s 
Ambassador for Humanitarian and 
Diaspora Affairs) invites you to an open 
discussion on the diaspora initiative 
the government of Grenada wishes to 
establish from 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be served. RSVP (212) 
599-0301 Ext. 256  or  (212) 599-4731 
Holy Cross School, 2520 Church Ave, 
Brooklyn (Cafeteria).

TUES., NOV. 18
EDUCATION: Find out what you need 
to know to make the best choice for your 
child from 6:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. Learn 
about district choice, application, special-
ized exam and preparing for change. 
For all the latest news and events in the 
district, visit www.cec13.org. MS265, 101 
Park Ave., Brooklyn NY 11205.

STORYTELLING: Michele Carlo  will host 
the return of her long-running “IT CAME 
FROM NEW YORK” storytelling series as 
part of the launch month of new perform-

BOOK FAIR
SAT., NOV. 15: The multi-talented 
Alex DeSuze returns to the Indian 
Road Café to host the “No Name 
Uptown Cabaret Second Mon-
day” monthly singers showcase. 
No cover, no minimum and for 
additional information, call (212) 
942-7451. 

SUN., NOV. 16:Join EmblemHealth Neigh-
borhood Care for a cardio workout that can 
enhance your overall health and improve 
circulation and endurance from 2:30 - 3:30 
p.m. RSVP: 1-866-539-0999 206-20 Linden 
Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411.
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MUSICAL THEATER

FALL WORKOUT

SAT., NOV. 22: “Ruth: God’s Plan at work,” is a 
musical depicting how God took a woman that 
men rejected and used her to change a nation. 
This production will take place at Calvary Cathe-
dral of Praise located at 45 East 8th Street, Bklyn, 

NY 11218 at 5pm. For more 
information, and for tick-

ets call (718) 435-2731. 
www.ccopny.org.
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY

UROLOGY

   CARDIOLOGIST    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 W

e 
Sp

ea
k 

Cr
eo

le
, R

us
sia

n,
 P

hi
lip

pi
ne

 &
 S

pa
ni

sh
3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted
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Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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For over 40 years, The Money Store name has been synonymous with mortgage lending. 
As a Direct Lender we can offer rates among the lowest in the country and our in-house 
processing assures the quickest possible turnaround times.  Superior customer service is 
our building block, we don’t just sell mortgages, we build relationships.

Amrish Dias
Senior Loan Offi cer (NMLS# 65714)

Offi ce:  516.414.6654
Cell:     516.860.6238
Fax:      866.219.4347
Adias@themoneystore.com

MLD Mortgage Inc. d/b/a The Money Store®  1900 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 206, East Meadow, NY  11554, 516.227.2500  NMLS# 1019  Licensed by the NJ Depart-
ment of Banking License# 9917842. Licensed by the NY Banking Department License# B500824. Not all applicants may qualify. Some products may not be available 
in all states. Program, rates, terms and conditions apply. All rights reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.  See www.themoneystore.com/statelicensing for state licensing 
information. www.mnlsconsumeraccess.org and www.themoneystore.com/privacy-policy

Call now for a complimentary 
gift card for $1,000 OFF your closing 

costs 
if you close your loan with us!

800.662.1211

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

FALL BACK FOR

SAVINGS
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Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 

OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 

BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 

HORIZON and many others

age

43

age
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Call Today

718.832.3313
skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn

136 West 17th Street, NYC

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Patrick Horne
The 2014 MLS Conference final-

ists have been determined and in the 
Eastern Conference, the New York 
Red Bulls will make its third appear-
ance in the Conference final and first 
time since 2008, when it battles the 
New England Revolution in a home-

and-away series starting with the 
first leg at Red Bull Arena on Sunday, 
Nov. 23 at 1:30 p.m. In the Western 
Conference, the Los Angeles Galaxy 
will host the Seattle Sounders in 
the first leg, also on Nov. 23, while 
both return fixtures are scheduled 
for Saturday, Nov. 29. The Sounders 

are the 2014 Supporters’ Shield win-
ner because of its MLS best regular 
season record.

New York arrived at the Confer-
ence finals by way of a 3-2 aggregate 
in goals over Conference winner DC 
United. The Red Bulls seized the 

Readies for battle with New England

Continued on Page 44

By Azad Ali
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Prime 

Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves is rallying 
support to help the West Indies Cricket 
Board (WICB) settle a US$42 million bill 
with the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI). 

The Vincentian leader made the dis-
closure after WICB president Dave Cam-
eroon appealed for assistance from Cari-
com countries to satisfy the claim.

BCCI suspended bilateral tours to the 
Caribbean and initiated the multimillion-
dollar claim for damages after the one-
day team quit the tour of India last month 
over a contracts row with their union, the 
West Indies Players’ Association (WIPA).

“I have been talking to several persons 
at home and abroad to respond to the plea 
by the president of the cricket board to see 

By Robert Elkin
Jaiquawn Jarrett recently turned in 

his finest game of the year in a New 
York Jets uniform. Listed as a safety, 
the third-year Jet did what he was sup-
posed to do to help his teammates break 
a long losing streak during this season, 
this one against Pittsburgh.

Now Jarrett is putting his Steeler 
game behind him and concentrating on 
the game against host Buffalo on Sun-
day afternoon, Nov. 23.

Jarrett is no stranger to the fans and 

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44

New York Jets’ Jaiquawn Jarrett.
 Photo courtesy of New York Jets

DC United’s David Estrada, left, and  New York Bulls’  Bradley Wright-Phillips (99) battle for a head ball dur-
ing the second half of the second match of their MLS soccer Eastern Conference semifi nal playoff series, 
Saturday, Nov. 8, 2014, in Washington. AP Photo/Luis M. Alvarez

Jarrett plays 
best game

Cricket bailout

BULLS PULL BULLS PULL 
THROUGHTHROUGH
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players in the New York met area as 
he competed on the football team 
at Fort Hamilton High School in 
Brooklyn and led them to two Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League city-wide 
championships. Like many other stu-
dent athletes, he played both ways as 
a student.

His father came from Kingston, 
Jamaica, where he played soccer, 
before moving north to Brooklyn. The 
gridder just can’t remember when his 
father moved to New York. 

Meanwhile, Jarrett’s mother 
became a runner while she attended 
James Madison High School while 
she resided in Brooklyn.

Last Sunday afternoon, an ideal 
one for the sport of football, Jarrett 
intercepted two passes thrown by 
Pittsburgh for 10 yards, including 
one for nine yards, and was involved 
in seven tackles while playing safety 
on defense.

“Everything came together 
(against the Steelers),” Jarrett said 
after the game.

“The ball fell in our favor. And now 
we broke our long (eight game) los-
ing streak, and take it one game at 
a time.”

Now Jarrett wants to keep improv-
ing on his good play and at the same 
time keep winning or moving up for 
the remainder of the season. 

The Jets have six games remain-
ing on their  schedule, including two 
home ones.

Last week marked his best defen-
sive game of the year and he must 
keep it up.

In addition, he made his first start 
of the season for the local National 
Football League franchise.   

“As a unit and as a team (I) came 
together,” the 6’0’ safety from Temple 
University said. “We stayed focused 
in doing out job. And with the help of 
the front seven we did our job.”

He and his teammates must keep 
up their good work on the gridiron 
if they want to succeed. However, 
playoffs are out of the question right 
now

The Jets have to keep up winning, 
execute, and get the job done, accord-
ing to Jarrett

“I want to get this thing rolling,” 
Jarrett added. “I take it one game at 
a time.”

who we can help them with the US$42 
million claim  that the India cricketing 
authorities have made against our team,” 
Gonsalves said.

“I will help in whatever way I can 
because of the importance of cricket to 
our civilization - our Caribbean civiliza-
tion,” he said. It appears that a meeting in 
Trinidad recently, brokered by Prime Min-
ister Gonsalves and his Grenadian coun-
terpart Dr. Keith Mitchell, with WIPA, has 

reached a solution.
The meeting agreed to set up a three-

man task force to look at the BCCI law-
suit.

“I fully expect that the team for South 
Africa will be selected without any dis-
crimination, without any victimization 
against the India 16, both for the Tests 
and ODIs, which will come in January,” 
Gonsalves said.

West Indies are to play a tough three-
Test series against South Africa starting 
next month.

upper hand in the series when it pulled 
off a 2-0 win in the first leg at home back 
on Sunday, Nov. 2. Heading home to DC, 
United needed to win by three goals but 
just couldn’t get up to the task.

Red Bulls captain, Thierry Henry, 
has been the difference throughout the 
playoffs. His play has inspired the team 
and is reflected in his four assists in the 
last three play-off games. His last and 
crucial effort came in DC last Sat. Nov. 
8; his assist created Peguy Luyindula 
goal to tie the score at 1-1. DC went on 
to win the contest, 2-1, but it was the 
combination of Henry and Luyindula 
that created the goals which decided the 
series. Luyindula has two goals and two 
assists in the three games and Bradley 
Wright-Phillips has scored three goals 
and an assist.  Wright-Phillps notched 

a league-leading 27 goals in the regular 
season and has 30 goals on the year, 
three short of the record by Roy Lassiter 
of the 1996 Tampa Bay Rowdies. Nick 
DeLeon, son of former Trinidad and 
Tobago great, Leroy DeLeon, scored DC 
United’s first goal and Sean Franklyn 
got the second.

New England will pose more prob-
lems for New York than did DC Unit-
ed. United’s winning momentum had 
slowed a bit toward the end of the 
season, but the Revolution is in good 
form coming off a 7-3 aggregate series 
win over the Columbus Crew. The Revs 
were given a big boost by the late-
season addition of U. S. men’s national 
team midfielder Jermaine Jones, who 
has given the team the strong, physical 
presence that was lacking in the Revs 
line-up since the lost of former MLS all-
star Chalrie Joseph. Also, the scoring 

form of midfielder Lee Nguyen - who 
connected for 18 goals this season, 20 
overall, and resulted in a call up to the 
national team for upcoming friendlies - 
makes the Revs a very potent threat.

History is not on New York’s side 
in the play-offs against the Revolu-
tion. The teams played in three play-
off series, with New England winning 
all three. More telling, though, is the 
recent regular season matchups, which 
reflect a different history as the Red 
Bulls defeated the Revs twice this year.

In the Western Conference finals, the 
Galaxy is in good form as it defeated 
Real Salt Lake, 5-0, behind Landon 
Donovan’s hat trick. After a goalless 
draw in the first leg in Utah, the Gal-
axy came home and pounced on RSL 
from the opening whistle. Robbie Keane 
and Marcelo Sarvas also scored for Los 
Angeles.

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

Continued from page 43 

DC United’s Eddie Johnson (7) grabs New York Bulls’ Jamison Olave, right, during the second half of the second 
match of their MLS soccer Eastern Conference semifi nal playoff series, Saturday, Nov. 8, 2014, in Washington. The 
Red Bulls lost the game 2-1, but advanced 3-2 on aggregate after winning the fi rst leg 2-0 last Sunday. 
 AP Photo/Luis M. Alvarez

Red Bulls in Conference finals

Cricketers reach agreement

Jarrett

Prime Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves. 
 AP Photo/Roberto Candia, File



Caribbean Life, Nov. 14-20, 2014 45  BQ

SAVE 

BIG 
ON NISSAN’s
& INFINITI’s

$0DOWN 
AVAILABLE  

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

888-485-4647

KINGSNISSAN

KingsInfiniti.com
888-925-4647

20 Neptune Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11235
KINGS INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *Certification available on select models. All vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Offers subject to primary lender approval which may affect rate and or payment.  
Kings Infiniti NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527, Kings Nissan NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis.  

KINGS AUTOGROUP.com

Stk #1599, 13,366 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof, 20” factory rims, 
Bluetooth, back up cam. Ttl pymnts: $21,528

HUGE CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto,
air, nav, moonroof, lthr,

NAVI

2010 INFINITI
EX35
AWD

Stk #U4773, 44,478 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, moonroof,
leather, heated seats, Bluetooth.

$22,995BUY
FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37X
AWD

Stk #1385, V6, auto, nav, moonroof, leather, 
back up cam, Bluetooth, white, 13,477 mi. 

BUY
FOR

2011 INFINITI 
G25X AWD
$16,995BUY

FOR

Stk #U4883, 46,542 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof, leather, heated seats, back up cam, Bluetooth. 

2012 INFINITI 
G37X
AWD

Stk #U4818, 17,094 mi., V6, auto, Bluetooth, nav,
leather, moonroof, back up cam.

$27,995
BUY FOR

$28,995
BUY FOR

$29,995
BUY FOR

$30,995
BUY FOR

$33,995
BUY FOR

$34,995
BUY FOR

$13,995
BUY FOR

$17,995
BUY FOR $28,995

BUY FOR

2012 INFINITI
G37X 
AWD

Stk #U4758, 13,484 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, leather,
moonroof, Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts.

2012 INFINITI
M35X
AWD

Stk #U4833, 48,742 mi., V6, auto, air, nav, sunroof,
back up cam, Bluetooth, htd/cooled sts.

2012 INFINITI 
FX35 
AWD

Stk #U4846, 25,165 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, 
nav, moonroof, leather, heated sts., 

Bluetooth, memory sts.

2012 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4850, 19,627 mi., 6 cyl, auto, 
air, nav, moonroof, lthr, htd/ cooled memory 

sts., Bluetooth, back up cam.

2011 INFINITI
FX35
AWD

Stk #U4860, 32,182 mi., V6, auto, air, 
navi, moonroof, Bluetooth, back up cam, leather,

heated sts.

2013 TOYOTA
SIENNA 
AWD

2010 SUBARU
FORESTER 
X AWD

Stk #1541, 37,558 mi., 4 cyl, auto, 
air, full power, cruise, cd.

2011 HONDA
ACCORD 
EX-L

Stk #U4771, 21,889 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof, 
lthr, htd & memory power sts., Bluetooth.

$17,995
BUY FOR

2011 KIA
SPORTAGE
EX 
AWD

Stk #1594, 51,124 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, pano roof,
leather, Bluetooth, back up cam, htd/cooled sts. 

$14,995
BUY FOR

2009 TOYOTA
CAMRY
XLE

Stk #1577, 24,460 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, nav, 
moonroof, lthr, heated/power sts. 

SUNROOF

NAVI

NAVI

2010 NISSAN
ROGUE
SL AWD

Stk #1590, 66,717 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, full
power, cd, folding sts., pwr seat, sunroof, lthr,

htd sts., Bluetooth, Alloys. 

2011 NISSAN
SENTRA
SR

Stk #1490, 12,991 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, 
full power, cd, aero body kit, Bluetooth,

Spoiler, Alloys. 

$11,995
BUY FOR

$12,995
BUY FOR

$12,995
BUY FOR

2014 NISSAN
VERSA 

Stk #1429, 884 mi. 4 cyl, auto, air, cd, cruise,
tilt, balance of factory warranty.

2008 NISSAN
ALTIMA
2.5 S

Stk #1606, 71,380 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, alloys,
full power, cd, Bluetooth. 

$10,995BUY
FOR

$27,995

NAVI NAVI

$27,995
BUY FOR

2011 ACURA
MDX 
AWD

Stk #U4882, 36,835 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof, leather,
heated, memory, back up cam, Bluetooth 

NAVILOW MILES 

*

FILLING DEALS!
Gear up for these...

*

884 MILES

2009 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 
S 4X4

Stk #1608, 61,234 mi., V6, auto, air, sunroof,
F&R bars, alloys, Bluetooth, 3 rows

$14,995

$15,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
SV 
2500 

Stk #1608, 58,797 mi., Commercial Van, V6,
auto, air, partition, side & rear glass. 

$16,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
ALTIMA
SL

Stk #1444, 30,457 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, sunroof,
lthr, heated sts., back up cam, Bluetooth. 

BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 
LE 4X4

Stk #1620, 22,563 mi., V6, auto, air, navigation,
sunroof, leather, memory, heated sts., Bluetooth

$20,995
BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
ALTIMA
COUPE

Stk #1568, 16,139 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, nav, lthr, moon-
roof, spoiler, Bluetooth. 

$17,995

$18,995
BUY FOR

2012 NISSAN
JUKE SL
AWD

Stk #1567, 25,770 mi., 4 cyl, auto, air, nav, 
sunroof, lthr, Bluetooth, back up cam. 

BUY FOR

2011 NISSAN
MURANO 
SL AWD

Stk #1589, 24,903 mi., V6, auto, air, panoramic roof,
leather, bluetooth, htd sts., alloys, back up cam. 

$21,995

$23,995
BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
PATHFINDER 
SV AWD

Stk #1565, 27,419 mi., 6 cyl, auto, air, 3 rows, Blue-
tooth, full power, alloys, back up cam. 

$27,995
BUY FOR

2013 NISSAN
MAXIMA SV 
PREMIUM 
TECH

Stk #1587, 7,632 mi., V6, auto, nav, leather, 
htd sts., Bluetooth, back up cam, panoroof, 

rear shade, music box. 

BUY FOR
NAVI

NAVI

NAVI

Stk #U4876, 15,918 mi., V6, auto, air, moonroof,
leather, 7 pass, Bluetooth, pwr sliding doors

MEMORY SEAT

3 ROWS
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DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) _ 
The International Cricket Council called 
West Indies’ withdrawal from its tour of 
India “damaging and unacceptable” on 
Sunday and indicated that such behav-
ior in future would jeopardize players’ 
participation in lucrative tournaments 
like the Indian Premier League.

An internal pay dispute between 
West Indies players and administrators 
boiled over last month when the squad 
withdrew after the fourth limited-overs 
international, leaving unplayed an ODI, 
a Twenty20 international and three test 
matches against India.

“The ICC and all member boards 
noted that players abandoning tours 
have the potential to cause irrevoca-
ble damage to the sport in the juris-
diction of the relevant member board 
concerned, as well as enormous finan-
cial damage, which might adversely 
affect the financial viability of the sport 
itself,” the ICC said in a statement after 
meeting on Sunday.

“With that in mind, and in a show of 
solidarity, all member boards collective-
ly expressed the view that they consider 
such player action to be extremely dis-
ruptive, damaging and unacceptable.”

The statement warned that “players 
who behave in a similar manner in the 

future will not only risk breaching the 
disciplinary rules of the relevant mem-
ber board and being sanctioned accord-
ingly, but may also put in jeopardy their 
ability to conclude future contractual 
arrangements with domestic franchises 
or clubs in other jurisdictions.”

The Board of Control for Cricket 
in India, which is the most power-
ful stakeholder in international cricket 
with vast revenues from sponsorship 
and TV deals, has suspended bilater-
al ties with the West Indies and also 
claimed $42 million as compensation 
for lost revenue.

The West Indies, which is among 
cricket boards dependent on funds gen-
erated from bilateral cricket with teams 
like India, has set up a taskforce to 
review the premature end to the India 
tour.

ICC chairman Narainswami Srini-
vasan was quoted as saying in the ICC 
statement that the withdrawal was a 
“sad chapter” for the game.

“It damaged cricket’s integrity and 
reputation, as well as affecting confi-
dence within the cricket community, 
especially that of the fans. The ICC 
board was determined to address this 
situation and ensure such incidents 
never happen again,” Srinivasan said.

ICC: West Indies 
tour withdrawal 
‘unacceptable’

† † †NO NO NO
Money Down First Payment Interest for

    60 Months!up 
to

$339

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #CA1507, 
VIN FN504810, MSRP $25,790.  
Residual $13,926.60. Lease for $149/mo. 
for 36 mos. @ 10,000 miles/yr. with $2,995 
down. $0 sec. deposit. $3,144 due at signing. 
$1,000 Conquest Cash included.

$149LEASE
FOR

PER 
MO.

N E W  2 0 1 5 

CHRYSLER 200
Heated Seats/Mirrors, Leather Steering Wheel, Remote Start

LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 5  J E E P

GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED 4X4

Navigation, Heated Leather Seats, HD Radio

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-906-8338

Auto, 3.6L V6. Stk #JT120, VIN FC666182, MSRP $41,380.  
Residual $22,345.20. Lease for $339/mo. for 36 mos. @  

10,000 miles/yr. with $2,995 down. $0 sec. deposit.  
$3,334 due at signing. $1,000 factory rebate included.

*Offer available to qualified buyers on select vehicles.  All taxes, tags, and fees not included. 
Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs 

(DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 11/30/14.

$159LEASE
FOR

N E W  2 0 1 5  J E E P

CHEROKEE LATITUDE 4X4

Auto, 2.4L 4 cyl. Stk #JT081, VIN FW523702, 
MSRP $27,690. Residual $15,506.40. Lease for  
$159/mo. for 36 mos. @ 10,000 miles/yr. with  
$2,995 down. $0 sec. deposit. $3,154 due at signing.  
$2,000 factory rebate included.

Uconnect w/Bluetooth, Roof Rails, Fog Lights

PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

C O U N T Y

BROOKLYNCHRYSLER.COM  866-906-8338

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

Kingtastic!Kingtastic!

FILE - In this Sunday, May 26, 2013 fi le photo, India’s cricket chief 
Narainswamy Srinivasan reads a statement during a press conference in 
Kolkata, India. Srinivasan agreed to step aside Sunday, June 2, 2013 but not 
resign while the ongoing spot-fi xing scandal in the Indian Premier League is 
investigated. The calls for Srinivasan’s resignation had been growing after 
his son-in-law and Chennai Super Kings offi cial Gurunath Meiyappan was 
arrested by police in the spot-fi xing investigation.  AP Photo/Bikas Das, File

 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news.
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THEME: THANKSGIVING

ACROSS
1. Bullying, e.g.
6. Brown of “Back to the 
Future”
9. Choir member
13. Brick worker
14. Bruin legend Bobby ___
15. Show contempt
16. At right angle to a ship
17. Actress ___ Michele of 
“Glee”
18. These lips sink ships
19. *Reason to celebrate 
Thanksgiving
21. *Pilgrim helper
23. “C’___ la vie!”
24. Chopped fish bait
25. “Casablanca” pianist
28. Maui dance
30. Horrify
35. All over again
37. Oily freshwater fish, 
native to Asia and Europe
39. Red Sea peninsula
40. Beehive State
41. Aussie “bear”
43. *Baste the turkey or set 
the table, e.g.
44. *Cornucopia’s shape
46. Ill-gotten gains
47. Yemeni port
48. Frame or trap
50. *Marshmallows are 

placed ____ the sweet pota-
toes
52. European Nuclear Soci-
ety
53. Very curious
55. To nail, as in criminal
57. *Distinctly orange fruit
61. Product-selling scheme
65. Sleeping noise
66. “___ to Joy”
68. Rome’s Colosseum
69. Step
70. Galley tool
71. Vertebrae cushions
72. Secret association of Chi-
nese
73. Flammable toxic deriva-
tive of toluene
74. Electronic money

DOWN
1. Wet nurse
2. “Ali ____ and the 40 
Thieves”
3. ____-friendly
4. Dry white Italian wine
5. Catch in a net
6. Airhead
7. Bonanza find
8. “_____ into Me” by Dave 
Matthews Band
9. Dwarf buffalo
10. *____ Lett’s famous 
Thanksgiving football blun-
der

11. Reason to cram
12. Three-layer cookie
15. Sinks into a couch, e.g.
20. Between rock and a hard 
place?
22. In so far as, conjunction
24. Popular rye bread addi-
tion
25. *Cranberry _____
26. Playwright Chekhov
27. Had in mind
29. Cambodia’s neighbor
31. Falafel bread
32. Battery terminal
33. Burdened
34. *NFL hosts
36. Helicopter sound
38. Surveyor’s map
42. Extreme suffering
45. Mouth sore
49. Hawaiian dish
51. *Macy’s tradition
54. Arrogant person
56. Relating to barium
57. “Hey ... over here!”
58. “Do ____ others as...”
59. Express complaint
60. Synonym to #54 Down
61. Chipper
62. Phoenix neighbor
63. Cyan and magenta in 
printer, e.g.
64. 100-meter race
67. “Da Vinci Code” by ___ 
Brown
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South Island Medical Associates, P.C.
FOUNDED IN 1970

...a place for your complete medical care

We speak Spanish, Creole, Russian, Hebrew, Yiddish, Hindi, Urdu, French, Chinese & Polish

At South Island, we offer you a healthcare system that doesn’t just focus  
on getting sick people better, but also on preventing people from getting sick.  

With the help of State-Of-The-Art equipment, our Board Certified  
physicians & technologists are ready to care for you.

 High Blood  
 Pressure
 Heart Conditions

 Diabetes
 Fatigue
 Stomach Ulcer

 Asthma
 Joint Pains
 Sinus Problems

 Weak Bladder
 Constipation
 Hearing Loss

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM...

WWW.MDSINHA.COM

 Internal Medicine
 Opthalmology
 Physical Medicine
 Urology
 Physical Therapy

 Cardiology
 Podiatry
 Neurology
 Radiology
 Laboratory

 Gynecology
 Nuclear Stress 

     Testing
 Sonogram
 Geriatrics

 Cardiac  
 Electrophysiology
 Gastroenterology
 Ear-Nose-Throat
 Pain Management

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

2398 Coney Is. Ave., Brooklyn, NY  (718) 627-1100
8918 Ave. L, Brooklyn, NY  (718) 241-1234

1610 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY  (718) 251-0530
Our other locations:

17-31 Seagirt Blvd.
Far Rockaway, NY

(718) 471-5400

711 Seagirt Blvd.
Far Rockaway, NY

(718) 471-3900

9009 Rkway Bch Blvd.
Rockaway Bch, NY

(718) 318-5400
a name you have trusted for over 40 years Some locations may not have all services
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Located next to Fort Greene Park, LIU Campus,  
Metrotech and Brooklyn’s Cultural District

PURCHASE SHARES FOR AVAILABLE 1,2,3 BEDROOM & STUDIO APARTMENTS

Kingsview Homes Cooperative 
Located Downtown Brooklyn

KINGSVIEW HOMES Inc.
Call or visit our website for list of available apartments

Tel. 718-875-9225KINGSVIEWHOMESINC.COM
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FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Omar Haw-
thorne joined 
the Golden 
Krust Fran-

chise Department in 
2007. Since that time, 
he has served the Real 
Estate and Marketing 
departments and now 
holds the position of 
director of Franchise 
Development & Com-
munity Affairs.  

As the director, Haw-
thorne communicates 
with potential fran-
chisees, administers 
franchise contracts and 
disclosure procedures, 
and maintains legal 
compliance with all fed-
eral and state specific 
franchise sales regula-
tions.  

He also serves as 
the interaction point 
for prospects inquiring 
about franchise oppor-
tunities, and interprets 
demographic informa-
tion and mapping that 
will allow for easy iden-

tification and evaluation 
of appropriate territories 
for the development.   

Hawthorne’s love for 
business and the exper-
tise developed while 
working with his father 
and mentor, Lowell 
Hawthorne, led him to 
pursue training as a cer-
tified franchise execu-
tive.  

His training and sharp 
communication skills 
have made him a most 
valuable assistant to the 
Marketing Department 

in the areas of commu-
nity involvement and 
philanthropic programs.  

Hawthorne has been 
called on many occa-
sions to represent the 
chief executive officer 
at several corporate and 
social events. 

He served on the com-
pany’s “Think Tank,” an 
advisory group to the 
president, which com-
prises enterprising and 
bright young people.  

OMAR HAWTHORNE
Loves giving to the community

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
xxx xxx
OCCUPATION: 
Golden Krust Fran-
chise Department, 
Real Estate and Mar-
keting director 
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
His father Lowell 
Hawthorne

BIO FILEThe Rev. Richard 
Griffiths was 
born in Jamai-
ca in 1981. He 

and his family migrated 
to the United States in 
1985. 

He attended elemen-
tary school in Mt. Ver-
non, New York and both 
junior and high schools 
in Queens, where his 
family subsequently set-
tled.

Rev. Griffiths earned 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Marketing 
from Binghamton Uni-
versity, New York. 

An avid sportsman, 
Griffiths competed as a 
track and field athlete, 
specializing in the 100-
meter and 200-meter 
dash and relay. 

While at Bingham-
ton, he participated and 
led a mentoring initia-
tive, pairing at-risk jun-
ior high school students 
from Brooklyn, Queens, 
Bronx and Manhattan 
with university mentors 

to forge healthy relation-
ships and guide students 
towards higher educa-
tion.

Griffiths continued 
his studies and received 
a Masters of Arts in New 
Testament Biblical Lit-
erature from Alliance 
Theological Seminary. 

He is an ordained 
elder in the Church of 
the Nazarene and has 
served in various denom-
inational capacities. 

Griffiths is currently 
Bronx Bethany Church 
of the Nazarene’s young 
adult pastor and the 

executive director of the 
Bronx Bethany Commu-
nity Corporation. 

REV. RICHARD GRIFFITHS
Passionate about music and youth

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Alliance Theological 
Seminary, Mas-
ters of Arts in New 
Testament Biblical 
Literature
OCCUPATION: 
Bronx Bethany 
Church of the 
Nazarene, young 
adult pastor
PERSON I AD-
MIRE: 
Griffi ths admires 
most his parents 
Kempton and Mau-
reen Griffi ths “for 
their countless sac-
rifi ces, devout com-
mitment to the Lord, 
and their love for 
people and commu-
nity revitalization.”

BIO FILE

TIRED OF DOING LAUNDRY?
Relax, and let us do it.

Call us now!
1.844.707.4673

STEP 1  
Call 1.844.707.4673 or
 www.rapid-rinse.com 

and sign up.

How it works..

STEP 2  
Choose your Bag amount, Deter-
gent type, and Pick-up/ Delivery 
time over the phone, online or 

with the sales associate

STEP 3  
One of our drivers will  pick up 
your clothes during one of the 

three designated pick-up times.

STEP 4 - ENJOY!! 
Your clothes will be back to you, 

clean and folded in 24 hours.

www.rapid-rinse.com

Package Bags Our price

Starter 2 $60

Standard 4 $100

Super 8 $175

Deluxe 12 $250

Ultra 16 $300

Congratulations to
GILBERT BRAMWELL

AND THE 2014 40 UNDER 40 HONOREES

Ultra 16161616161 $300Ultra 1661616 $300

The One-Stop Online Destination 
for Caribbean People

 
Visit us at www.diasporadashboard.com 
Also, check out DashTV: www.dashtv.tv

Add your events to our online calendar for free!
 

.  LIKE US: facebook.com/diasporadash
.  FOLLOW US: @diasporadash

CONTACT US: diasporadashboard@gmail.com
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Natasha Andrews
Shorne Benjamin
Tamika P. Bent
Mateo Bijoux
Ruschell Boone
Gilbert J. Bramwell
Reeshemah J. Brightley
Donald Brown Sr.
Cynthia Maria Carrion
Keisha L. Clarke-Gray

Samantha Clyne
Geoff K. Cooper
Nadege Fleurimond
A. J. Ghannes
V. J. Ghannes
Rev. Richard Griffi ths
Omar Hawthorne
Chasen Hollancid
Kevin Howell
Jeremiah Hyacinth

Alexis James
Katleen Jeanty
Anika (KD) Keens-Hylton
Dr. Natasha Lightfoot
Glenroy E. March
Paola Mathe
Tricia Ocona Francis
Medjine Philis-Volcy
Nickay Piper
Paul-Robert Pryce

Mekalia Reid
Nellone E. Reid, Ph.D.
Shola K. Roberts
Regine M. Roumain
Dr. Kerri-Ann M. Smith
Curtis Stephen
Kimeta F. Straker
Monique Waterman
Germane K. Williams
Rev. Karian J. Wright

HONOREES

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

(718) 331-2900
8023 13th Ave.  Brooklyn, NY 11228  www.siricos.net

Buffet dinner will be served  Valet Parking

Thursday, 
Nov. 20th

5pm - 10pm
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Jeremiah Hyacinth is 
a Borough of Man-
hattan Community 
College (BMCC) 

alumnus from St. Lucia. 
After finishing his 

associate degree in 2001, 
Hyacinth transferred to 
Columbia University for 
his bachelor’s degree in 
political science with a 
focus on international 
relations. 

The BMCC Student 
Government president 
was also a reporter and 
editor for the student 
newspaper, “Voice of the 
Voiceless.” 

He took his experience 
of working at the publica-
tion to start the “World 
Scholar,” a quarterly 
magazine that focuses on 
international student life 
in the United States and 
England. 

For the past three years, 
Hyacinth has managed a 
community-based organi-
zation called Project Edu-
cation. Launched in May 

2010, Project Education 
gives overseas-based St. 
Lucians and friends of 
St. Lucia an opportunity 
to help needy students 
and their families in the 
homeland.

Through the generos-
ity of numerous donors, 
Project Education has 
empowered more than 
1700 students by provid-
ing them with donated 
school supplies that their 
families would have oth-
erwise had difficulty 
affording. 

Under his direction, 

Project Education also 
successfully implemented 
a toy drive in September 
2012 to benefit St. Lucia’s 
Helen Folk Dancers and 
Helen Television System’s 
annual Christmas party 
for underprivileged chil-
dren.

With the kind support 
of St. Lucians and friends 
of St. Lucia, Project Edu-
cation collected nearly 500 
toys that were shipped to 
St. Lucia for distribution. 

HOME COUNTRY:
St. Lucia
EDUCATION: 
Baruch of Manhattan 
Community College; 
attended Columbia 
University
OCCUPATION:  
St. Lucia Consulate in 
New York, diplomat

BIO FILE Anike Hylton car-
ries her entire 
name for for-
mal and resume 

occasions because she 
said here publications 
are linked to her maiden 
name. 

Anika Hylton, nee 
Keens-Douglas, is a 
public policy analyst and 
policy writer trained in 
the Caribbean and the 
United States, who has 
worked with govern-
ments, institutions such 
as the United Nations 
and the Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO) as a Caribbean 
consultant, and com-
panies and non-profits 
alike for more than 15 
years.

Heavily influenced by 
the integrity and ambi-
tion of her entrepreneur 
parents and their role as 
community-shapers and 
pioneers, she has also 
taught at all educational 
levels from the age of 17 

– the start of her profes-
sional life. 

With a mother who 
was educator, diplo-
mat, and social worker, 
she feels that if she can 
teach, she must do so. 

Keens-Douglas Hyl-
ton is currently part 
of the Social Sciences 
Department and Africa-
na, Caribbean and Black 
Studies Department at 
CUNY, teaching prima-
rily at York and Brook-
lyn College.

ANIKA KEENS DOUGLAS HYLTON
Answers the call to teach

HOME COUNTRY:
Grenada
EDUCATION: 
M.P.A in Policy 
Analysis and Evalu-
ation (magna cum 
laude) from the 
Andrew Young School 
of Policy Studies at 
Georgia State Univer-
sity, Atlanta, Georgia, 
2005
OCCUPATION: 
Lecturer
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“I have yet to meet 
any other woman, 
wife, mother, pioneer, 
published writer and 
poet, teacher and 
principal, diplomat, 
chef, head nurse and 
mental health coun-
selor, for starters, 
like Gloria Keens-
Douglas Dalton, now 
deceased. 

BIO FILE

Howell possesses 
strong inter-
national busi-
ness, financial 

management, business 
strategy development 
and analytical expertise. 
He has combined these 
skills with his passion to 
help businesses grow to 
form Anchor Strategy 
Group. Anchor’s mandate 
is to help private busi-
nesses and governments 
to develop and navigate 
the nuances of changing 
and competitive global 
market places.  

Over the last five years, 
Howell has worked with 
several business owners 
and government clients 
in strategy development, 
project management and 
training.

Prior to Anchor Strat-
egy Group, Kevin worked 
with two of the “Big Four” 
accounting firms in vari-
ous capacities. He was a 
senior auditor at Price-
WaterhouseCoopers and 

a manager in the Merg-
ers Acquisition Group at 
Ernst & Young. 

His role at Ernst and 
Young afforded him the 
opportunity to work with 
Fortune 500 companies, 
and expanded his knowl-
edge of the health care, 
information technology, 
manufacturing and con-
sumer products indus-
tries.

Before starting Anchor, 
Howell worked at Broad-
ridge Financial Solutions, 
a $2.0 billion publicly-
traded firm, where he 

worked as a senior direc-
tor of business develop-
ment developing various 
types of financial models 
and analyses to support 
the assessment of acquisi-
tion and alliance oppor-
tunities. 

Howell holds a bach-
elor’s degree from the 
University of the West 
Indies in Jamaica in 
accounting and econom-
ics. He completed the 
United Kingdom-based 
Certified Public Account-
ants examination.

KEVIN HOWELL
Business development consultant

JEREMIAH HYACINTH
Champions the cause of needy students

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
University of Roches-
ter, MBA
OCCUPATION:  
Anchor Strategy 
Group, managing 
director

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Originally from 
St. Lucia, 
Chasen Hollan-
cid’s commit-

ment to success stems 
from his desire to help 
others. 

He worked at Hudson 
Valley Bank in Westch-
ester County for close 
to nine years where he 
developed his financial 
and investment skills. 

Hallancid studied 
undergraduate and grad-
uate commercial finance 
at Mercy College, where 
he also pursued a mas-
ter’s degree in leadership. 

He utilized his knowl-
edge to help others 
through socio-economic 
articles and a financial 
website he started. 

After a one-year stint as 
co-chair of the Westches-
ter chapter of United-Way, 
Hollancid started The 
New St. Lucian group. 
The mission of the group 
was to unite young St. 
Lucians in the Diaspora. 

In 2004, the group 
went on to produce the 
St. Lucia Expo in Brook-
lyn. The annual event 
was well attended by St. 
Lucian and New York 
politicians, and also 
received a New York City 
proclamation from then 
Councilwoman Yvette D. 
Clarke. 

In 2005- 2006, Hallan-
cid served as an infor-
mal advisor to St. Lucia’s 
former Prime Minister, 
the late Sir John Comp-
ton. 

Their friendship led to 
the creation of the Brook-
lyn-based St. Lucia Honor 

Society. In 2006, the St. 
Lucia Honor Society hon-
ored Sir John Compton 
as its first and only recipi-
ent. 

Later that year, Hal-
lancid started his slow 
transition from banking 
to hospitality. 

He joined Upscale 
Crowd Marketing Group, 
which later became The 
Upscale Group. 

Under his leadership, 
the group has produced 
quality entertainment for 
young Caribbean profes-
sionals in the Tri-state 
area. 

HOME COUNTRY:
St. Lucia
EDUCATION: 
Mercy College,  
Master in leadership
OCCUPATION: 
The Upscale Group, 
director

BIO FILE

CHASEN HOLLANCID
Promoting Caribbean events in the Tri-state
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New to the 
Neighborhood!
Our Lynbrook office located at

443 Sunrise Highway, Lynbrook features:

MRI/PET 3T MRI
• entire scan as quick as 10 minutes

• high quality images from 3.0 Tesla  
  magnet strength

• minimizes claustrophobia with an   
  extra wide opening

3D Mammogram
• clearer look through overlapping   
   breast tissue

• detects 41% more breast cancers

• decreases callbacks by 11-18%

SIMULTANEOUS

• first outpatient MRI/PET in the 
  United States
• reduces radiation by about 100   
  X-rays compared to PET/CT

• combines PET with the power of   
   multiple MRI scans into a  
  single test

20 MINUTE CAR RIDE FROM JFK • 30 MINUTE TRAIN RIDE FROM PENN STATION

We also offer Low-dose CT, PET/CT, Digital X-ray, Ultrasound, Fluoroscopy, Biopsy, and DXA Bone Density.

zp rad .comzprad .com
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Katleen Jeanty 
is the founder 
and chief exec-
utive officer 

of Madan BelFwi Fruit 
Mixes (BelFwi), Haiti’s 
first all-natural fruit, 
juice and smoothie bar. 
The bar is renowned for 
selling tasty, refresh-
ingly-cold and yummy 
concoctions, made with 
fresh local fruits. 

Jeanty started BelFwi 
to take advantage of 
Haiti’s abundant natural 
fruit supply that go to 
waste every year due to 
poor cultivation, trans-
portation and packag-
ing. 

As a result, she cre-
ates employment oppor-
tunities for many of the 
country’s unemployed. 

In July 2013, Jeanty’s 
hard work with BelFwi 
was recognized when she 
was selected as one of 10 
finalists of Technoserve’s 
Mon Entreprise, Mon 
Avenir (MEMA) Busi-

ness Plan Competition. 
She won US$10,000 for 
BelFwi. 

A year later, Jeanty 
also won first place in 
Haiti Renewal Alliance’s 
Investor Pitch Competi-
tion, winning US$3,000 
for BelFwi. She was 
recently approved for 
a US$75,000 matching 
grant from the United 
States Agency for Inter-
national Development’s 
(USAID) Leveraging 
Effective Application of 

Direct Investment for 
Haiti (LEAD) Program. 
She said this will better 
enable her to expand the 
company. 

Natasha Light-
foot was born 
on June 21, 
1978 to Joce-

lyn and the late William 
Lightfoot, both born in 
Antigua and Barbuda. 

While growing up in 
the Bronx, Lightfoot’s 
family always main-
tained strong connec-
tions to Antigua and 
Barbuda, through politi-
cal discussions, as well 
as regular travel to the 
island. 

Lightfoot attended 
Cardinal Spellman High 
School in the Bronx 
where she was an honor 
student, excelling in aca-
demics and participating 
in many extracurricular 
activities, including the 
National Honor Society, 
the Flag Corps and the 
Gospel Choir. 

For her bachelor’s 
degree, Lightfoot attend-
ed Yale University. As a 
student she was particu-
larly drawn to U.S. and 

African-American His-
tory courses. 

She was also a dancer 
who performed and cho-
reographed in African, 
jazz and hip-hop dance 
for the troupe Rhythmic 
Blue. 

Lightfoot graduated 
with distinction in the 
history major and was 
elected to Phi Alpha 
Theta, a national His-
tory Honor society in 
1999. Afterward, she 

spent a year working at 
Goldman Sachs.  

On the advice of her 
undergraduate men-
tor who recognized her 
strengths as a researcher 
and writer, she decided 
to leave Goldman to pur-
sue her doctorate in his-
tory in the fall of 2000 at 
New York University. 

KATLEEN JEANTY
Dedicated to helping low-skilled Haitians

DR. NATASHA LIGHTFOOT
A historian who stays close to her roots

HOME COUNTRY:
Haiti
EDUCATION: 
Babson College, 
Business Administra-
tion 
OCCUPATION: 
Entrepreneur
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“I have several 
people I admire a lot, 
but the two that I ad-
mire the most are my 
mom and Sir Richard 
Brandon. They are 
both such fi erce fi ght-
ers when it comes 
to what obtaining/
accomplishing they 
want and have both 
accomplished a lot,” 
she says.

BIO FILE

HOME COUNTRY:
Antigua and Barbuda
EDUCATION: 
New York University, 
Ph.D; 
OCCUPATION:  
Assistant Professor in 
Columbia Univer
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“I admire my parents 
most of all for always 
encouraging me to 
succeed and to never 
forget my Antiguan 
roots.”

BIO FILE House of 
D’Marsh had 
its genesis in 
Spring 2003 

when designer Glen-
roy March launched his 
Spring collection dur-
ing Caribbean Fashion 
Week in Jamaica’s capi-
tal city, Kingston. 

This start gave rise to 
the pursuit of a passion 
by a talented Jamaican 
who would later go on 
to stun audiences not 
just locally but interna-
tionally. 

With an eye for detail 
and perfection, the 
New York-based March, 
honed his design skills 
at the prestigious Amer-
ican Academy of Dra-
matic Arts, obtaining 
practical experience 
while working in the 
costume department. 

March received his 
early training from 
top Caribbean fashion 
house Uzuri Interna-
tional, where he excelled 

as an intern assist-
ant designer. At age 
21, March represented 
Jamaica at the interna-
tionally renowned fash-
ion competition, “Total 
Look Award” in Toronto, 
Canada. 

With a constant pulse 
on trends and new inno-
vation combination, 
House of D’Marsh, seeks 
to marry sophistication 
with fashion-forward 
sensibility. “D’Marsh 
embodies a lifestyle. It 
represents everything I 

stand for; it is a repre-
sentation of who I am,” 
notes March. 

The 2008 McDonald’s 
Designer of the Year is 
passionate about fash-
ion.

GLENROY MARCH
Freelance stylist and fashion designer

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION:
American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts
OCCUPATION: 
House of D’Marsh, 
designer
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
March lists fashion 
designers Valentino, 
Coco Chanel and 
Alexander McQueen 
among the design-
ers who inspire him. 
He loves fabrics and 
is also inspired by 
colors of which red, 
black and white are 
favorites.

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Alexis James was 
born on Sept. 17, 
1989 in Mount 
Vernon, New 

York. He is the first gen-
eration born in America 
as both of his parents 
were born in Jamaica. 

He graduated from 
Ramapo High School in 
Spring Valley, NY and 
attended Temple Univer-
sity, where he received 
his bachelor’s in Speech 
Pathology.

During James’s under-
graduate studies, he 
assisted in the creation 
of a tutoring program 
for Bright Hope Baptist 
Church in West Phila-
delphia, where we served 
students between the 
ages of 6-16 years in vari-
ous subjects. 

James was also the vice 
president of a Hip-hop 
dance team, traveling to 
other colleges for events 
and competitions. He 
received the first prize 
for “Philly’s Best Dance 

Crew.” 
He furthered his edu-

cation at Pace Universi-
ty, where he received his 
Master’s in Special Edu-
cation through the NYC 
Teaching Fellows. 

James is now a spe-
cial education teacher at 
the Bronx High School of 
Visual Arts, teaching stu-
dents with autism, rang-
ing from ages 14-21, in a 
self-contained classroom. 

He said his passion 
for education shares an 
equal value with his pas-
sion for dance. 

Last year, James 
started a dance pro-
gram specif ically 
designed for students 
with special needs at 
the Bronx High School 
of Visual Arts. The 
group performed at 
various events in the 
Bronx area. 

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION:
Temple University 
and Pace University, 
bachelor’s in speech 
pathology and mas-
ter’s in special educa-
tion, respectively
OCCUPATION: 
Bronx High School of 
Visual Arts, special 
education teacher

BIO FILE

ALEXIS JAMES
Special educator and dance enthusiast
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Paola Mathé was 
born and raised 
in Petion-Ville, 
Haiti, where she 

completed her elemen-
tary and middle school 
studies. 

She attended high 
school in Newark, NJ, 
and finished among the 
top three students in her 
class, and president of 
various clubs and organ-
izations. 

Mathé went on to 
study economics and 
French Literature at 
Drew University, where 
she obtained a dual 
bachelor’s degree. 

Her career back-
ground is in hospital-
ity management, where 
she has helped open and 
operate trendy hotels 
and restaurants in New 
York City. 

Earlier this year, 
Mathé decided to tap 
on her creative side and 
open Fanm Djanm, a 
headwrap line and online 

shop to celebrate strong 
women everywhere.  

Ansanm Nou Se Ayiti, 
another project very 
dear to Mathé’s heart, 
is a social movement 
she started over a year 
ago with the hope of 
uniting young Haitians 
everywhere to commu-
nicate, create and col-
laborate. 

She is also the crea-
tor of Finding Paola, a 
lifestyle blog that tells 

part of her story – a girl 
from a small town in 
Haiti, living her dreams 
in New York City. 

HOME COUNTRY:
Haiti
EDUCATION: 
Drew University, BA 
in Economics and 
French Literature
OCCUPATION: 
Lifestyle blogger
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
She absolutely ad-
mires her fi ancé, her 
partner of 10 years, 
who helped her gain 
confi dence in areas 
she didn’t think she 
could.
FAVORITE QUOTE:
“We delight in the 
beauty of the but-
terfl y, but rarely 
admit the changes it 
has gone through to 
achieve that beauty.” 

BIO FILE

PAOLA MATHÉ
Uniting young Haitians everywhere

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Medjine Philis-
Volcy was 
born in Port-
a u - P r i n c e , 

Haiti on Aug. 1, 1977, 
and raised and grew up 
there. 

After high school, 
Philis-Volcy pursued 
a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting at University 
Quisqueya in Haiti.

After migrating to 
the United States, she 
worked as an administra-
tive assistant at Solution 
Management Group. 

In 2005, she pursued 
a business management 
certificate at Baruch 
College, City University 
of New York; she is cur-
rently enrolled at Kings-
borough Community 
College in the Continu-
ing Education Program, 
where she is studying 
accounting. 

Philis-Volcy has been 
working as a profession-
al tax accountant for 
several years. 

“I believe in working 
hard,” she says. “I love 
to work, love my clients, 
cherish them a lot. They 
are the reason I look for-
ward to going to work 
every day. They give me 
joy. I love what I do.”

Philis-Volcy said her 
“beautiful, four-year-old 
little boy” is “the most 
precious gift I have ever 
had.”

“I’m so grateful that 
my Father Lord was able 
to bless me with such a 
gift,” she said. “For that 
reason, my dream is to 
live to give.”

MEDJINE PHILIS-VOLCY
Shares her love with children

HOME COUNTRY:
Haiti
EDUCATION: 
University Quisqueya 
in Haiti, bachelor’s 
degree in accounting
OCCUPATION:  
Tax Accountant
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“Joel Osteen and 
Oprah Winfrey are 
two most wonderful 
people God put on 
my path that I adore 
and admire a lot,” 
Philis-Volcy says. 
“From listening to 
them, I gain insight, 
wisdom, knowledge 
and experience. They 
impacted my life, 
they inspire me to 
build up, they chal-
lenge me to go higher 
by what they say and 
what they do.”

BIO FILE

Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.
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It was in “Twelfth 
Night” that Shake-
speare once wrote “Be 
not afraid of great-

ness. Some are born great, 
some achieve greatness, 
and others have greatness 
thrust upon them.” 

He might well have 
been writing about 
Trinidadian-born Paul 
Pryce, a Caribbean actor 
who is steadily gaining 
a reputation as one of 
the finest interpreters of 
Shakespeare’s language 
and characters currently 
working today.

An MFA acting gradu-
ate of the renowned Yale 
School of Drama, Pryce’s 
commanding presence, 
chiseled features and res-
onant voice seem tailor-
made for the Bard’s most 
famous and complex men. 

And yet, while he did 
appear in Trinidadian 
productions of shows 
such as “Carnival Mes-
siah,” “Mantalk” and 
“Jesus Christ Superstar,” 

he really came to pub-
lic attention as a model, 
representing Trinidad 
and Tobago and winning 
the title of Oprah Win-
frey’s “Sexiest Caribbean 
Man” in a spectacular tel-
evised modeling competi-
tion held at the Bahamas’ 
Atlantis Resort to kick 
off The Oprah Winfrey 
Show’s 1999 season.

Pryce’s prized trip to 
New York led to acting 
classes at the HB Studios 
and appearances in such 
diverse Off Broadway pro-
ductions as “Pecong” at 
the National Black Theat-

er of Harlem, and featur-
ing Tony Award winner 
Lillias White, Harry The 
Hunk On His Way Out at 
the Cherry Lane Theater.

HOME COUNTRY:
Trinidad and Tobago
EDUCATION:  
Yale, School of 
Drama, MFA, 
OCCUPATION: 
Actor 
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
Geoffrey Holder. 
He was the defi ni-
tion of a Caribbean 
Renaissance man. 
An artist whose tal-
ent knew no borders 
nor boundaries – all 
the while remaining 
incredibly true to 
who he was as an 
individual. 
FAVORITE QUOTE: 
“Be not afraid of 
greatness.”

BIO FILESpeaker, instruc-
tor and president 
of New York City-
based digital mar-

keting agency, Market 
Grub Media LLC, Nickay 
Piper has wowed compa-
nies small and large with 
her already paramount 
accomplishments and 
impressive know-how 
within the social media 
marketing arenas. 

Currently serving 
Fortune 500 and mid-
dle market companies 
in the New York metro-
politan area, Piper has 
developed multiple inter-
active and social media 
corporate campaigns 
resulting in records sales 
and revenues, and devel-
oped a tracking method 
that instills continued 
improvement through 
the real time adjustment 
of marketing programs to 
insure targeted financial 
results. 

Piper is currently in 
the process of leading the 

firm in the direction of 
mobile application and 
software development. 
She has already developed 
a proprietary/patented 
technology to monitor 
and assess website cus-
tomer acquisition and 
revenue generating per-
formance, and return on 
investment productivity. 
 

She has a deep pas-
sion for education and 
small business develop-
ment. She is currently an 
adjunct professor at SUNY 
Westchester Community 
College, where she has 

authored one of the col-
lege’s first “Social Media 
Marketing for Businesses” 
certification courses.  

As board member of 
the college’s Gateway to 
Entrepreneurship Organ-
ization, Piper has helped 
steer the small business 
agenda, helping to attract 
program funding and 
promote learning initia-
tives like this year’s Grow 
2.0 Conference at which 
Shark Tank’s Barbara 
Corcoran was the keynote 
speaker. 

NICKAY PIPER
A social media marketing guru

PAUL PRYCE
An award winning Trinidadian actor

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION:
Purchase College, 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
New Media Commu-
nications
OCCUPATION: 
Market Grub Media 
LLC, president

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Mekalia Reid 
was born in 
C l a r e n d o n , 
Jamaica and 

migrated to the United 
States at an early age. She 
was raised primarily in 
Newark, New Jersey and 
attended an elite private 
boarding high school in 
Massachusetts.

Reid double majored 
in journalism and mass 
media and communica-
tion, and minored in phi-
losophy at Rutgers Col-
lege in New Brunswick. 

After a brief career in 
one of the best corporate 
media relations depart-
ments in the country, 

Reid attended law school 
at Rutgers School of Law, 
Newark.

As an attorney, she 
worked at a top New Jer-
sey law firm as a litigator 
and also in one of the fin-
est structured finance law 
firms in New York City. 

She currently works for 
a financial industry regu-
lator, helping to restore 
confidence in the securi-
ties market and further-
ing the company’s goal of 
protecting investors.

Reid enjoys traveling 

and has visited more than 
18 countries in the Amer-
icas, Caribbean, Europe 
and Africa, and briefly 
lived in South Africa. 

The provision of pro 
bono services to those 
in need has remained an 
integral part of her legal 
practice. 

She currently works 
with Partners for Woman 
and Justice, a New Jer-
sey non-profit that pro-
vides free legal services 
to abused women who 
are seeking permanent 
restraining orders against 
their abusers.

MEKALIA REID, ESP
Provides legal services to those in need

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Rutgers School of 
Law, Newark 
OCCUPATION: 
Lawyer with Partners 
for Woman and 
Justice

BIO FILE Born in George-
town, Guyana 
to Neville and 
Orla Reid on 

Feb. 28, 1986, Nellone 
Eze Reid migrated with 
his family to Brooklyn in 
December of 1988.  

He graduated from 
Brooklyn Technical 
High School in 2004, 
where his major was 
Environmental Sci-
ence. While still in high 
school, Reid’s interest in 
the sciences was peak-
ed even further as an 
intern at the New York 
Presbyterian Hospital, 
assisting in cancer and 
diabetes research.

Reid received his Bach-
elors of Science degree 
in Chemical Engineer-
ing at Hampton Univer-
sity in 2008 and was a 
member of professional 
organizations, such as 
the American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers 
and the National Society 
of Black Engineers.  

Currently, outside 
of life as a student, he 
actively volunteers 
throughout the Newark, 
New Jersey area as a 
brother of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., 
as well as in New York 
City by hosting fundrais-
ers for local non-profit 
organizations through-
out the year.

Reid will be receiving 
his Ph.D. in Chemical 
Engineering from the 
New Jersey Institute of 
Technology (NJIT) next 
May.   

Working closely with 

his advisor, Professor Rob-
ert Barat, Reid’s research 
focused on the conse-
quences of manipulating 
chemical properties of 
catalysts as they relates to 
sulfur oxidations.  

His work has been 
published in the Chemi-
cal Engineering Com-
munications. 

Reid says it is “an 
honor to be among the 
small percentage of black 
men to have achieved 
their Ph.Ds.”

NELLONE EZE REID
Actively fundraises for non-profi t groups

HOME COUNTRY:
Guyana
EDUCATION: 
New Jersey Institute 
of Technology (NJIT), 
Ph.D in Chemical 
Engineering
OCCUPATION: 
Chemical Engineer
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
Prof. Robert Barat, 

BIO FILE

REID ENJOYS 
TRAVELING AND 

HAS VISITED MORE 
THAN 18 COUNTRIES 
IN THE AMERICAS, 

CARIBBEAN, EUROPE 
AND AFRICA, AND 
BRIEFLY LIVED IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
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Shola K. Roberts 
is a professional 
dancer, fitness 
instructor and 

model based in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

Roberts, a proud Gren-
adian American, has had 
the opportunity to work 
with many renowned 
dance companies and 
choreographers. Her 
credits include perform-
ances with “Kowteff West 
African Dance Company,” 
David Dorfman, Francine 
Elizabeth Ott and Otis D. 
Herring, for whom she 
serves as an assistant cho-
reographer. 

She has also worked 
with the “Purelements,” 
an evolution in dance as 
a professional company 
member, teaching tech-
nique styles such as Dun-
ham, African and Jazz, 
just to name a few. 

Nigerian recording art-
ist Floxxy B has featured 
Roberts’ choreography. 
She even composed the 

award-winning dance 
presentation for the Ram-
ajay Mas band in the 2014 
West Indian American 
Day Parade in Brooklyn. 

Roberts is certified by 
the Aerobics and Fitness 
Association of America as 
a group fitness instructor 
and by Madd Dogg Athlet-
ics Inc. as spin instruc-
tor. As a model, she has 
been featured on the 
Today Show, Good Day 
New York, Good Morning 
America, The View and 
several fitness print ads 
throughout the nation. 

She often takes her tal-

ents to the community 
by teaching throughout 
the New York City School 
system. 

Roberts has also had 
the opportunity to serve 
as a guest teacher in Chi-
cago at the Artistically 
Speaking Body Language 
Summer Dance Inten-
sive, and as a teacher for 
the Purelements Summer 
Dance Intensive. 

SHOLA K.ROBERTS
A dancer giving back to her community

HOME COUNTRY:
USA (Grenadian 
American)
EDUCATION: 
Howard University, 
BFA 
OCCUPATION: 
Professional dancer/ 
dance educator/ 
group fi tness instruc-
tor
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“I admire my mother. 

BIO FILE

FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Régine M. Rou-
main, has 
worked in 
nonprofit and 

philanthropic organiza-
tions for 15 years, most 
recently as a program 
officer for the New York 
Women’s Foundation, 
where she managed 
grant-making in two of 
the foundation’s largest 
portfolios: community 
organizing & advocacy 
and economic security.  

Previously, she has 
worked as a manage-
ment consultant for 
nonprofit organizations 
and as the coordinator 
of a community based 
organization engaged in 
civic education, youth 
development and advo-
cacy for the Haitian-
American community. 

Over the past five 
years, Roumain has 
spearheaded the artis-
tic vision of Haiti Cul-
tural Exchange, becom-
ing a leading figure in 

the presentation of arts 
and cultural programs 
focused on Haiti and the 
Diaspora. She is the co-
founder and executive 
director of Haiti Cul-
tural Exchange (HCX). 
Established in 2009, 
HCX has developed 
programs designed to 
present Haitian culture 
to a broad audience, 
while supporting emerg-
ing and established art-
ists, promoting cross-
cultural exchanges and 
encouraging dialogue 
around contemporary 
social issues.

Her efforts have been 

recognized by a Union 
Square Award for the 
Arts and the Haitian 
Roundtable.  

Roumain was born 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., where 
she currently resides 
with her family, and was 
raised between Port-au-
Prince, Haiti and New 
York City. She is fluent 
in French and Haitian 
Creole, and during her 
free time, she enjoys 
cooking and traveling.

REGINE M. ROUMAIN
Advocate for the Haitian-American community

HOME COUNTRY: 
USA of Haitian 
descent
EDUCATION: 
St. John’s University, 
Bachelor of Science 
in Communication 
Arts
OCCUPATION: 
Haiti Cultural 
Exchange, founder 
and executive direc-
tor

BIO FILE

Our young people 
deserve a future 
and I consider it 
the mandate of 

my ancestors to be part of 
the struggle to ensure that 
they have one. This state-
ment by Assata Shakur is 
the foundation of Dr. Ker-
ri-Ann M. Smith’s com-
mitment to serving the 
youth of the African and 
Caribbean Diaspora. 

Born in Savanna-la-
Mar, Jamaica, Smith 
showed high academic 
prowess at a young age.

Having skipped both first 
and sixth grades, she is no 
stranger to being the young-
est member of many groups 
to which she belongs. 

Needless to say, she 
never let her age deter her 
from leadership or from 
high academic achieve-
ment.  

Prior to immigrating 
to the United States in 
1993, Smith attended 
Manning’s School, where 
she learned that “Vita 

sine litteris mors est” or 
“Life without learning 
is death.” Thus, it is no 
surprise that this acad-
emician is the youngest 
member in the Depart-
ment of Academic Lit-
eracy at Queensborough 
Community College. 

Dr. Smith began her 
career as a part of the 
fifth cohort of New York 
City Teaching Fellows. 

She was named a New 
York Times Teacher Who 
Makes a Difference and 
was the recipient of an 
award for excellence in 

teaching at Binghamton 
University. 

DR. KERRI-ANN M. SMITH
Born to teach and infl uence people

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Binghamton Uni-
versity (English & 
Africana Studies) 
Bachelor of Arts 
(2002);
Brooklyn College 
(English Educa-
tion), Master of Arts 
(2005)
Binghamton Univer-
sity, Doctor of Educa-
tion (2012)
OCCUPATION: 
Assistant professor 
Binghamton 
University
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
Brother Lt. Kaion 
R.B. Smith (USAF) 
for his valor and his 
ability to motivate 
others.

BIO FILE Curtis Stephen is 
an award-win-
ning journalist 
whose work has 

appeared in The Daily 
Beast, Newsday, News-
week, Am New York and 
City Limits. 

In his work, Stephen 
has interviewed or pro-
filed a broad range of 
personalities including 
actress-activist Ruby 
Dee, former New York 
City Mayor Ed Koch, 
actor-activist Danny 
Glover, celebrated archi-
tect David Adjaye and 
author Chimamanda 
Adichie. 

Stephen has also 
served as a stringer with 
Newsweek magazine and 
a media fellow with the 
Open Society Institute 
where he wrote a series 
of feature articles on 
wrongful convictions. 

Stephen regular-
ly covers the criminal 
justice system. Among 
his reports, Stephen 

chronicled the case of 
Colin Warner, a Trinida-
dian who was wrongfully 
incarcerated for 21 years 
in New York for murder 
in a cover story for City 
Limits magazine enti-
tled “The Wrong Man.” 

Mentored by the likes 
of Ed Bradley (the late 
CBS News “60 Minutes” 
correspondent) and Peter 
Jennings (the late ABC 
News anchor), Stephen 
aspired to a career in 
journalism beginning at 
the age of 12.

CURTIS STEPHEN
An award-winning journalist

HOME COUNTRY:
Born in Brooklyn of 
Trinidad and Tobago 
heritage
EDUCATION: 
Long Island 
University, Brooklyn 
Campus 
OCCUPATION:  
Associate Professor 
of Journalism 
PERSON I AD-

MIRE: 
His mother: “I admire 
my mother for her 
courage in the face 
of many obstacles,” 
he says. “When she 
arrived to the United 
States with few 
resources, she made 
many sacrifi ces, and 
showed great resil-
ience while fi ghting 
for a better life for 
me and my broth-
ers.”

BIO FILE
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FORT Y UNDER FORT Y

Kimeta Straker 
is the current 
assistant direc-
tor of advising 

in the Academic Center 
for Exploratory Students 
at the University of Con-
necticut, Storrs Cam-
pus, where she has been 
employed for the past 15 
years. 

Straker started as an 
academic advisor and 
has worked cloasely with 
undergraduates in help-
ing them to decide on 
majors and/or careers. 

Her area of specialty 
is helping students who 
are considered at risk - 
dismissed from the uni-
versity or on academic 
probation - either to be 
re-admitted to or gradu-
ate from the university. 

Recognizing a need for 
this population, Straker 
created and teaches a 
course that allows stu-
dents on academic proba-
tion to learn about their 
individual strengths, 

interests and goals, along 
with academic skills that 
would lead them to aca-
demic success. 

In addition to this 
class, she also teaches 
first-year students in the 
First Year Program and 
Learning Communities, 
and serves as a facilita-
tor and trainer for several 
areas on campus. 

Straker currently 
serves on several advisory 
boards and committees 
at the University of Con-
necticut and has been 
awarded several awards 
throughout her tenure at 

the university. 
She has also presented 

at several of her profes-
sional organizations’ 
conferences, including 
NACADA, NASPA, and 
ACPA.

KIMETA STRAKER
Takes care of at risk students

HOME COUNTRY:
Barbados
EDUCATION: 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, NY and 
University of Con-
necticut, master’s 
degrees
OCCUPATION: 
University of Con-
necticut, assistant 
director of advising 
FAVORITE QUOTE: 
“If you fail to pre-
pare, prepare to fail” 
– mother; “The plans 
may have changed, 
but the goals remain 
the same.”  – father

BIO FILE Waterman is 
the founder 
and director 
of the East 

Flatbush Village, Inc. 
She has resided in East 
Flatbush, Brooklyn for 
32 years. 

She is married to Eric 
Waterman, and they 
have four magnificent 
children – three girls 
and one boy: Eynique, 
13, Erique, 11, Eynee, 
8, and Erynn, 6. Water-
man’s mother is from 
Barbados, and her father 
is from Jamaica.

Waterman obtained 
her Master of Business 
Administration General 
Management in 2004 
and continued on to pur-
sue her Ph.D in Lead-
ership in Higher Edu-
cation while working as 
a professor at Berkeley 
College and Taylor Busi-
ness Institute. 

She began her civic 
engagement by creating 
a scholarship fund for 

her family in 2003. 
From 2004 to 2005, 

Waterman served as 
Block Association presi-
dent for East 29th Block 
Association, which 
comprises four blocks 
from Glenwood Road 
to Newkirk Avenue in 
Brooklyn. 

During that same 
time, she organized the 
East 46th Street Block 
Association and also 
coordinated multiple 
community block clean-
ups since 2004.

MONIQUE WATERMAN
Takes her civic duties seriously

HOME COUNTRY:
Born in Brooklyn to 
Barbadian mother 
and Jamaican father
EDUCATION: 
Ph.D in Leadership in 
Higher Education 
OCCUPATION: 
East Flatbush Village, 
Inc., founder and 
director 
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“I admire my grand-
parents, Ethan and 
Doriel Chandler who 
migrated here from 
Barbados in 1965 
with seven children 
and later had their 
eight child once 
settled in Brooklyn, 
NY,” she says. “They 
were able to work 
and obtain a two-
family house to raise 
their children in East 
Flatbush

BIO FILE

Germane Wil-
liams was born 
in New York 
City; both of his 

parents are from Jamaica. 
His mother is from the 
parish of St. Catherine, 
and his father is from 
Mandeville.  

Williams’ father, Ken 
Williams, came to the 
United States with the 
hopes of becoming an 
actor. He even emceed 
some of Bob Marley’s live 
shows when he visited the 
Tri-State area, including 
at The Apollo Theater, 
which also featured The 
Commodores. Williams’ 
father has been a success-
ful entrepreneur as the 
owner of nightclub Carib 
New York and now the 
chief executive officer of 
Jamaica’s Hot 102 FM.

Williams’ mother, Dr. 
Jean Chin, is a graduate of 
Columbia Medical School 
and is the first woman of 
color to open her own OB/
GYN private practice on 

NYC’s Park Avenue.
After graduating high 

school, Williams attended 
Drew University in New 
Jersey and graduated with 
a BA in Sociology. In col-
lege, he was a radio DJ, 
like his father.

During his few years 
in Corporate America and 
working for great com-
panies like Conde Nast 
Publications, J Records 
and My9 Network, Wil-
liams said he sneaked off 
to acting, voiceover and 
modeling auditions.  

He was also a guest 
co-host and entertain-
ment and sports news 

reporter for his father’s 
weekly radio show at 93.5 
WVIP-FM.  

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Syracuse University, 
MA in Television, 
Radio and Film; Drew 
University in New 
Jersey, BA in Sociol-
ogy 
OCCUPATION: 
SAG-AFTRA actor, 
voiceover artist and 
on air personality.
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
“As I get older my ad-
miration and love for 
my mother continues 
to evolve and grow 
because I appreciate 
all that she does and 
all that she is. She 
is the true epitome 
of a strong Jamaican 
woman.

BIO FILE

GERMANE K. WILLIAMS
Walks in his father’s footsteps

The Rev. Karian 
Wright, who was 
born in Jamai-
ca, is a minister 

in the Church of God 
and currently a program 
manager in the Center 
for Inclusive Education 
(CIE) within the Grad-
uate School at Stony 
Brook University. 

The CIE is dedicated 
to increasing aware-
ness of issues related to 
diversity at the univer-
sity level, collaborating 
with faculty and staff 
to enhance the diver-
sity of their respective 
departments, and at the 
national level, engag-
ing in scholarly research 
activities and program 
assessment, with the 
ultimate goal of contrib-
uting to a greater body 
of knowledge related to 
issues of inclusion and 
diversity.

In her current role, 
Rev. Wright manages 
the National Science 

Foundation (NSF) fund-
ed Alliances for Gradu-
ate Education and the 
Professoriate - Transfor-
mation (AGEP-T) Pro-
gram, called Frontiers 
of Research and Aca-
demic Models of Excel-
lence (FRAME), and 
the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) funded 
Institutional Research 
and Academic Career 
Development Awards 
(IRACDA) Program, 
called New York Consor-
tium for the Advance-
ment of Postdoctoral 
Scholars (NY-CAPS). 

REV. KARIAN WRIGHT
Dedicated to increasing diversity in academia

HOME COUNTRY:
Jamaica
EDUCATION: 
Monroe College, mas-
ter’s and bachelor’s 
degrees in business 
administration
OCCUPATION: 
Program manager, 
Stony Brook 
University
PERSON I ADMIRE: 
The person she most 
admires is her dad, 
who is her hero. 
Although he stands 
over 6 feet tall, he is 
“one of the kindest, 
most affectionate 
individuals” she has 
ever known. He has 
always been her big-
gest supporter and 
has always encour-
aged her to do her 
best and be her best 
at all times. 

BIO FILE
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2010 Audi A5
Stk#020543, moonroof, leather, 52k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$233
BUY IT FOR

$18,9997

2011 BMW X5
Stk#412903, navigation, leather,60K miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$330
BUY IT FOR

$25,645

2009 BMW X6
Stk#224644, navi, leather, back up camera, 48k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$452
BUY IT FOR

$33,992

2011 Dodge Challenger R/T
Stk#504902, V-8, 6 spd Hemi, 18k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$285
BUY IT FOR

$22,495

2012 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 
Stk#206899, lthr, hard top, V6, 15k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$715
BUY IT FOR

$51,998

2009 Range Rover SUPERCHARGED
Stk#300749, Strut pkg, V8, 19k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$540
BUY IT FOR

$39,985

2012 Cadillac Escalade
Stk#101633, V8, 6 spd HD w/OD, 36k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$576
BUY IT FOR

$42,485

2012 Mercedes Benz C250 
Stk#75667, navigation, back up camera, 42k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$273
BUY IT FOR

$21,682

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

Services:
- Sales and leasing of any new / used car

- Full pick up and delivery services 
 ( domestic and international )

- Special fi nancing and leasing arrangements

- Full concierge services

- Full service customized ( audio, wheels, etc. )

Looking for a particular vehicle in NY? 
Allow Dancy Automotive Group to 
locate the car of your dreams

Understanding the lifestyles of today’s consumer, we have 
mastered the concept of customer service.
Founded on honesty and integrity, we will continue to be 
leaders in our industry.

NO FEES! JUST ADD TAX AND TAGS! MUST FINANCE WITH DEALER. PRICE INCLUDES CUSTOMER LOYALTY REBATE. THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO EARN YOUR BUSINESS. Monthly payment based on down payment of $3995. Financed for 75 months at 2.9% APR. All Payments exclude taxes & DMV fees. All 
Payments include customer loyalty rebate. Must be approved through primary lender. Severity and credit may affect down payment and terms. Cannot be combined with 
any other offers. Exp. 11-30-14 Not responsible for typo errors. 

105 Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY 11021
888-594-9380

www.dancyautomot ive .com
DMV# 7114556

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS!
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