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MOLDING MINDS. TEACHING SKILLS. 
CHANGING LIVES. FOR OVER 80 YEARS.

We couldn’t help but notice that lately, many colleges have started sounding a lot like Monroe. In an
uncertain economy, everyone suddenly seems to be talking about job placement, career counseling,
practical skills and internships. At Monroe, however, these key ingredients for success are not a 
recent revelation, but the core academic values upon which we have built our reputation.

For eighty years, Monroe College has focused on providing relevant, Real World education to hard
working students of every background, around NY and around the world. In fact, thousands of
Caribbean students have graduated from Monroe in the last two decades. They come because, 
beyond excellent academics, Monroe is a unique family of support and encouragement. They come
because, here, everyone knows them by name. They come because the skills learned and friendships
formed at Monroe will change their lives forever. And they, in turn, will go on to change the world. 

It’s nothing new. It’s not a talking point. It’s who Monroe is today. It’s who we have always been. 
To find out more, call us 1.877.269.7744

Education for the REAL WORLD
Bronx, New Rochelle and Online
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ENTY UNDER FORTY • Nov. 8-14, 2013Caribbean Americans are a 

vital national resource, creat-
ing employment, commercial, 
and cultural opportunities, 
while empowering communi-
ties with a force as compelling 
as the oceanic heritage of our 
ancestors.

Caribbean Life and Diaspo-
raDashboard.com are mind-
ful of these contributions, and 
proud to dedicate a special edi-
tion highlighting the unique 
accomplishments of some of 
these gifted people. 

They are a new genera-
tion, with ideas and talents to 
match.

Our “20 Under 40” publica-
tion showcases 20 of Caribbean 
America’s best and brightest, 
including a “Project Runway” 
winner, a cargo expert recon-
necting people to their home-
lands, a pair of food indus-
try executives nourishing our 
commercial trade, and a digital 
expert or two breaking new 
technical frontiers.

Some of them have con-
quered extraordinary obstacles 
on their personal and profes-
sional journeys. Others have 
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Saluting a new 
generation of 

Caribbean 
American leaders

Kenton Kirby
Editor

Caribbean Life

paved the way for future gen-

erations to succeed with con-

fidence. 

Yet all of them have demon-

strated a commitment to hard 

work, attention to duty, and 

love of community that has 

inspired, educated, healed, and 

uplifted innumerable people.

They are making today and 

tomorrow better than yesterday 

for all of us. We thank them for 

that, and hope that you, our 

faithful readers, will enjoy read-

ing their stories as much as we 

did bringing them to you.



   
No

v. 
8-

14
, 2

01
3 

• C
ar

ib
be

an
 L

ife
 • 

TW
EN

TY
 U

ND
ER

 F
OR

TY
 • 

Pa
ge

 A
4

B

Q

DiasporaDashboard.com is thrilled 
to partner with Caribbean Life and 
News Corp on the inaugural “20 
Under 40” awards honoring the next 
generation of great Caribbean Amer-
ican leaders.

Honoring these young successful 
professionals is not just about hand-
ing out accolades — it is also about 
recognizing the critical contribu-
tion that they make to the Ameri-
can society, as well as the vital role 
they play in the economic growth 
and development of the Caribbean 
region.

And this role is not only reflected 
in the billions of U.S. dollars that 
Caribbean Americans remit to their 
homelands annually.  

It is a fact that in just over 20 
years, remittances have grown from 
under 50 billion United States dol-
lars to more than $600 billion a 
year.

A recent report published earlier 
this year by the Multilateral Invest-
ment Fund (MIF), a part of the 
Inter-American Development Bank, 
puts the number at 61.3 billion U.S. 
dollars to the Caribbean and Latin 
America.

Yet resource flows by diasporans 
to their homelands are not limited 
to money.  

Caribbean nationals living in 
the diaspora are trending towards 
becoming “partners in development” 
of their countries of origin as they 
increasingly engage in philanthropy, 
entrepreneurship, academia, tour-
ism, trade, health, and advocacy … 
utilizing their financial resources, 
expertise, and social and profession-
al networks.

These young mavericks, turn on 
its head the notion of “brain drain” 
and cause us to take a thoughtful 
look at the tremendous potential 

that they represent.  
In this regard, perhaps it is time 

we exchanged the notion of “brain 
drain” for “brain gain” in light of 
current trends in diaspora engage-
ment.  

With the explosion of information 
and communications technology, we 
are experiencing a virtual revolution 
in diaspora engagement, and these 
young people are at the center of 
this revolution which could prove to 
be the lynchpin for development of 
the Caribbean.

Hats off to Caribbean Life news-
paper and News Corp for their vision 
in this endeavor of recognizing the 
next generation of Caribbean Ameri-
can leaders.  

We say to the awardees, “To 
whom much is given, much is 
expected.”  

The community honors you and 
your achievements and looks for-
ward to continuing to engage with 
you over the years to come.

We’re proud to recognize 
these outstanding

 Caribbean Americans

Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger
Executive Vice President

DiasporaDashboard.com
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I am delighted to invite you to the 
special events that mark CUNY Month 

during the month of November at CUNY’s 
24 colleges and professional schools.

– Interim Chancellor 
William P. Kelly

Open houses, admissions and fi nancial-aid workshops, sports tournaments, lectures, performances, and book talks, 
most of them free, and panel discussions with world-class faculty, high-achieving students and honored guests.

NOV. 1-DEC. 20
LATINO NEW YORKERS 
1980-2001
Commemorating 100 
Years of El Diario
LaPrensa
Longwood Art Gallery
Hostos Community College
Noon-6 p.m.   Free 

NOV. 8
HACIA TIEMPO!
On the cultural meaning 
of Salsa: An evening with 
Paquito Pastor on Piano
Borough of Manhattan 
Community College
2 p.m.  Free

NOV. 14
THE ROBERTS COURT: 
A REPORTER’S 
REFLECTIONS
Adam Liptak, 
New York Times Supreme
Court correspondent
The City College of NY
5 p.m.  Free

NOV. 17
THE HUNGARIAN STATE 
FOLK ENSEMBLE
Lehman College Center 
for the Performing Arts
8 p.m.  
$35-$10

NOV. 1-11
DONATE TREATS FOR 
TROOPS AT HOME 
AND AWAY
John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice
All Day  
Free

NOV. 9
CITIZENSHIP NOW 
APPLICATION 
ASSISTANCE EVENT
Brooklyn College 
Student Center
11 a.m.-2 p.m.  
Free 

NOV. 14
MPH & MS 
GRADUATE STUDENT 
INFORMATION SESSION
CUNY School of 
Public Health
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.  
Free

NOV. 18

Explore
CUNY
Graduate
Programs  2-7 p.m.
         at Grand Hyatt Hotel 

NOV. 10-DEC. 15
LIES MY FATHER 
TOLD ME
National Yiddish 
Theater Folksbiene
Baruch College 
2 p.m.  
$50-$60

NOV. 14
TALES FROM THE TRASH: 
SANITATION WORKERS
Sustainable Cities, and the
Value of Knowledge
Prof. Rebecca Bratspies,
Dr. Robin Nagle
CUNY School of Law
6 p.m.  Free

NOV. 18
A CONVERSATION WITH THE 
HON. SONIA SOTOMAYOR
Associate Justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court
President Lisa S. Coico
Prof. Lyn Di Iorio
The City College of NY
5:30 p.m.  Free

NOV. 7-DEC. 11
A CENTURY IN ART
Exhibit of works by
Theresa Ferber Bernstein
Baruch College 
Sidney Mishkin Gallery
Mon., Tues., Wed., and Fri
Noon - 5 p.m.
Thurs. Noon - 7 p.m.

NOV. 11
MARCH WITH 
CUNY’S VETERANS DAY 
PARADE FLOAT
                     29th St. and
                            5th Avenue
                                11 a.m.
                                 Free

NOV. 14-NOV. 15
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
AND DESIGN CONFERENCE
LEED design, renewable fuels, 
solar thermal and more
Registration Info: 
csebcc.org/conferences.html 
Bronx Community College 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.  Free

NOV. 7
SWALLOW IN THE SUN 
CONCERT BY LIZA GARZA
Accompanied by 
Dominic Garcia
College of 
Staten Island
2:30-4:30 p.m.  
Free

NOV. 12-18
INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION WEEK
Study Abroad Programs
CUNY campuses

NOV. 16
“STUART LITTLE”

Kingsborough Community
College Performing 
Arts Center
10:30 a.m.     
For Ages 4 and up. $12

NOV. 18
UNWANTED: THE FACES 
AND VOICES OF HAITIANS 
AND DOMINICANS
Prof. Luis Barrios
John Jay College
of Criminal Justice
1:30 p.m.  
Free

Quality. Affordability. Degrees of Value.

NOV. 20
ONLINE MS IN BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT AND 
   LEADERSHIP
     INFORMATION SESSION
        School of 
         Professional Studies
            CUNY Graduate Center
              6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

NOV. 1-DEC. 15
ART AS WITNESS 
Exhibit of works by
Rosemarie Koczy
Queensborough 
Community College
Tues. & Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Wed. & Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Sat. & Sun Noon-5 p.m. Free

For a complete listing of Open Houses at all CUNY colleges and details on 
hundreds of other events during CUNY Month visit www.cuny.edu/cunymonth
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

Fashion designer Anya Ayoung-
Chee has a rags-to-riches story 
— she won Project Runway four 
months after learning to sew.

“Fuh real!” laughs the ebul-
lient 32-year-old former Miss 
Trinidad and Tobago Universe, 
who stitched up the competition 
on the popular cable TV show in 
2011, after taking a crash course 
on tailoring from a seamstress 
friend.

The triumph allowed Ayoung-
Chee to show her Spring-Summer 
2012 Collection at the Mercedes 
Benz Fashion Week in New York. 
It also came with a $130,000 cash 
prize, and made the fashionista a 
fan favorite on Twitter.

Ayoung-Chee’s Chinese and 
Indian background have given 
her a model’s good looks, but her 
focus is more on sending manne-
quins down the runway, dressed 

OCCUPATION: Fashion de-
signer.
COMPANY: Anya Ayoung-
Chee, Inc.
CLAIM TO FAME: “I won 
Project Runway.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “Trinidad 
and Tobago.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
mother, Michele Jodhan, be-
cause she is the most resilient 
person I know.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Be the 
change you want to see in the 
world” — Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi.

BIO FILE

ANYA AYOUNG-CHEE ‘Project Runway’ winner 
sews up the Caribbean brand[
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in her vibrant, sexy styles that 
uphold the relaxed vibe of her 
aquamarine, oceanic heritage. 

The sultry prints and smok-
ing silhouettes are meant for a 
fashion-forward woman who isn’t 

afraid to flaunt her figure, says 
the artist, who was born in New 
York and raised in Trinidad, where 

she is a TV celebrity.
Ayoung-Chee, once a classical-

ly trained ballerina, turned her 
attention to fashion after win-
ning a scholarship to the Parsons 
School of Design in Manhattan, 
and studying fashion in London.

The Harlem resident’s success-
es are irrefutable. Her lingerie 
line, Anya de Rogue, was the first 
of its kind in the Caribbean, her 
eponymous clothing line is gain-
ing an increasing following, and 

she has her own Wikipedia page.
Tragedy has made her tri-

umphs possible. Ayoung-Chee, 
one of six siblings, was still a 
student when one of her brothers 
was kidnapped. And she named 
her first clothing line, Pilar, after 
another brother who was killed in 
a car crash. 

The calamities propelled the 
family onward, she shares.

“Pilar wasn’t able to live much 
of his life, and I wanted to pursue 
my own dreams and do what I 
really liked, which was fashion, 
in homage to him,” says Ayoung-
Chee, whose mother, Michele Jod-
han, created the Tallman Founda-
tion, an arts charity for under-
privileged youngsters, making 
her daughter its spokeswoman.

Anya Ayoung-Chee engenders a 
rainbow of labels — among them, 
trendsetter, fashion visionary, and 
humanitarian.

Yet there is one badge she is 
proud to wear. It is that of a young 
entrepreneur committed to her 
Caribbean ancestry, and dedicat-
ed to sharing its spirited brand 
with the world.

The Caribbean Diaspora’s Newest Radio Program

“Diplomatically 
Speaking”

with 
Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger

Former Jamaican Consul General

Tune in to hear from the leaders in fi nance, 
U.S. federal and local government, 

CARICOM Ministers and Heads of State...
Diplomats... Business Leaders...

The talk that keeps you 
updated and up to speed.

Sponsored by

Sundays
4-5pm

93.5 FM

Also listen at tunein.com

“PILAR WASN’T ABLE 
TO LIVE MUCH OF HIS 
LIFE, AND I WANTED 
TO PURSUE MY OWN 

DREAMS AND DO WHAT 
I REALLY LIKED, WHICH 

WAS FASHION, IN 
HOMAGE TO HIM.”

 

 
Congratulations to Our Very Own 

Melissa Chapman  
for Being Named to 

Caribbean Life Newspaper & 
DiasporaDashboard.com’s  

20 Under 40 
 
 

*** 
 
 
 

335 Adams Street 
Suite 2700 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 
www.ibrooklyn.com 

 
Carlo A. Scissura 
President & CEO  
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
The decommissioned B-37 bus 

is back on the road again, linking 
Brooklynites to vital commercial 
corridors in Brooklyn — and rid-
ers can thank Melissa Chapman 
for its return.

The vice president of govern-
ment and community relations at 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce spent the best part of this 
summer soliciting communi-
ty support, attending meetings, 
picketing outdoors, and testifying 
before the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority to restore the 
vital artery connecting Sunset 
Park to Downtown.

“The bus needed to be returned 
because businesses along the 
stretch were suffering,” she says. 
“They were not getting the traffic 
they would normally get.”

A few days after her testimony, 
Chapman was delighted to learn 

OCCUPATION: Vice president 
of government and community 
relations.
COMPANY: Brooklyn Cham-
ber of Commerce.
CLAIM TO FAME: “My pro-
fessionalism and persistence go 
a long way to get the desired 
results for my community.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “A spa.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
mother, Cheryl Wharton, be-
cause she is an anchor when 
things are stormy.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: 
“Dreams don’t work unless you 
do.”

BIO FILE
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MELISSA CHAPMAN Chamber veep forges ahead 
to build community alliances][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

the bus line was up and running 
again.

“It was a real victory!” says 
the grassroots advocate, who has 
climbed steadily through the ranks 
at the chamber, where she started 
as an intern in 2006, and now 
helps steer boroughites through 
the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act, also known as 
ObamaCare, as a certified health-

care navigator.
Some of her time is spent at 

her off-site office at the Flatbush 
library, helping people complete 
their applications, answer their 
queries, and diffuse their anxie-
ties. 

One woman in her early 60s, 
whom Chapman — a former jour-
nalist — helped to process her 
forms, was delighted to learn that 
she was eligible for financial assist-
ance through Medicaid, although 
the city had informed her that she 
did not meet the requirements.

“She was so happy that she 
could finally have the knee surgery 
that she had been putting off,” says 
Chapman, 31, also known in the 
community for promoting her Car-
ibbean roots.

The Guyanese American has 
helped to draw the hordes to Car-
ibbean-American Heritage Month 
celebrations, and rally businesses 

to support the West Indian Ameri-
can Day Carnival. 

The events link the past to the 
future, she observes.

“Even though Caribbeans are 
away from home, we have man-
aged to maintain our traditions, 
showcase our culture, be proud of 
our contributions, and keep that 
momentum going from generation 
to generation,” she says.

Other immigrant communities 
are also benefitting from Chapman’s 
work. She introduced residents of 
Brighton Beach and Bensonhurst to 
business improvement districts and 
merchants associations, conquering 
a few hurdles along the way, includ-
ing being tossed out of stores.

But that has not stopped her 
from returning with more flyers, or 
from patronizing local restaurants 
to form civic alliances.

“You have to forge ahead, in order 
to build community engagement,” 

says Melissa Chapman, who is main-
taining cultural gateways while 
breaking through barriers so that 
all Brooklynites have an opportunity 
to succeed and prosper.

121 DeKalb Avenue • Brooklyn • 718.250.8000

The Brooklyn
Hospital Center 
congratulates all 
of the Caribbean Life 
20 Under 40 Honorees.

tbh.org

Find a Physician by name or specialty
CALL 877.TBHC.DOC
           (877.824.2362)

Join the conversation:
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TO GET STARTED, 
CONTACT US TODAY!

One 
Stop 

Mortgage 
Solutions!

Emigrant Mortgage Emigrant Mortgage 
CompanyCompany

 has multiple has multiple 
product & program product & program 

choices ...choices ...
 our Mortgage  our Mortgage 

Consultant will work Consultant will work 
with you to with you to 

determine the “perfect fit” for determine the “perfect fit” for 
your financing needs:your financing needs:

We offer 
Financing 

For:
Purchase, Rate & Term, and Cashout Refinance Transactions

Jumbo Loans

Primary, Second Home & Investment Properties

Foreign Nationals/Non-US Citizens 

1 - 4 Family Homes, Condominiums & Cooperatives

Copyright © 2013 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal 
Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval. Not all products, and/or programs, 
or incentives are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other 
third parties, including other Lenders.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New 
York, 10004 /// 11/05/2013 *Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

Available for first time homebuyers or based on borrower income or census tract eligibility.**
Ask About Our Current Mortgage Incentives** to See if you Qualify!

Robert Peck, Mortgage Consultant, Robert Peck, Mortgage Consultant,  NMLS# 859221NMLS# 859221
212.850.4738 / PeckR@Emigrant.com212.850.4738 / PeckR@Emigrant.com

Emigrant Mortgage Company Congratulates 
Caribbean Life’s 20 under 40 

Award Recipients.

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

 Emigrant Mortgage, proudly serving the 
Caribbean Community for over 26 Years!

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
On Sept. 2, 1969, 20 lab work-

ers at the University of Califor-
nia “oohed” and “aahed” as they 
watched test information pass 
between two computers through 
a 15-foot cable, oblivious that 
they were at the precipice of one 
of the most ambitious revolutions 
of our time that would one day 
torpedo us to the kingdom of sci-
ence fiction.

The internet has changed our 
lives, and there seems to be no 
limit to its rapid evolution. Today 
we can store the Declaration of 
Independence on a chip the size 
of a blood cell and perform sur-
gery using robots. 

We can also experience real 
life in real time, thanks to the 
search engine Google and its vid-
eo-sharing website YouTube, both 
of which are stepping up our 
cyber footprint, according to web 

OCCUPATION: Global project 
manager.
COMPANY: Google.
CLAIM TO FAME:   “My fi rst 
name is an acronym for my full 
name, Marc Anthony Robert 
Chin.
FAVORITE PLACE: “My 
home.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
wife, Becky Chin, because she 
is an amazing mom.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Viva la 
vida” (“live your life”).

BIO FILE
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MARC CHIN Web virtuoso helps to put 
YouTube in the spotlight ][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

virtuosos.
“These are wonderful, amazing 

products that consumers can use 
to better their lives,” says Marc 
Chin, 36, a Google global project 
manager, who helps advertisers 
increase their brand’s interaction 
with core consumers through 

out-of-the-box events and enter-
tainment.

The second-generation Jamai-
can — a proud, new dad to 
3-month-old twins Addison and 
Lucas — was the lead account 
manager on YouTube’s “Unstaged” 
concert series, co-sponsored by 

American Express and featuring, 
among other artists, Alicia Keyes, 
John Legend, and British rock-
ers Coldplay, whose performance 
in a bullring in Spain was lives-
treamed around the world.

“Users were sitting at home, 
but they had a front-row seat to 
the action,” says Chin, who works 
at Google’s Manhattan office.

He was also part of the team 

that helped deodorant brand 
Rexona target YouTube brows-
ers with a “Do More” campaign, 
encouraging them to maximize 
each moment through interactive 
films shot on 19 separate cameras 
that let them cruise between the 
angles as they watched. 

In one video, extreme base-
jumper J.T. Holmes leaps from 
Table Mountain in South Africa, 
informing viewers, “Everything 
I’ve ever achieved has been driven 
by my want to do more.” Another 
film follows the personal journeys 
of three dancers who unite on 
stage for the sonic climax.

The high-tech moves enable 
the consumer to be part of a 
broader virtual reality, notes Marc 
Chin, who worked on this month’s 
inaugural YouTube Music Awards, 
giving people an opportunity to 
vote for their favorite videos and 
artists online for the first time.

Marc Chin’s efforts are help-
ing to propel the ball a handful 
of lab workers first punted more 
than 40 years ago to dizzying new 
heights.

“Now, we are creating actual 
experiences for people,” he says.

“THE INTERNET HAS 
CHANGED OUR LIVES, 
AND THERE SEEMS TO 

BE NO LIMIT TO ITS 
RAPID EVOLUTION.”



B

Q

Page A9 • Caribbean Life • TW
ENTY UNDER FORTY • Nov. 8-14, 2013

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Caribbean talent has a friend in 

Andrew Clarke.
The Jamaican-born founder and 

executive director of Braata Pro-
ductions has helped more than 50 
artists, directors, designers, techni-
cians, and young entrepreneurial 
artists in the diaspora launch folk 
music careers, work in theater, and 
learn more about the industry.

Braata — Jamaican slang for 
“something extra” — has also tuned 
culture vultures to Caribbean tra-
ditions and customs through pul-
sating performances that bring the 
islands to the Big Apple, whose arts 
melting pot had a Caribbean defi cit, 
according to Clarke, 29.

“New York has such a strong Ca-
ribbean presence, but we were lack-
ing in the cultural aspect,” he says.

Clarke, a performance student 
at Brooklyn College, formed his 
company in 2009, and included the 

OCCUPATION: Founder and 
executive director. 
COMPANY: Braata 
Productions.
CLAIM TO FAME: “To gain 
greater notoriety and respect 
for Caribbean art form.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “The 
theater.” 
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
father, Oswald Clarke, who 
made great sacrifi ces to ensure 
that I got the best that life has 
to offer.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Perse-
vere and defy the odds.”

BIO FILE

ANDREW CLARKE Arts impresario brings the 
Caribbean to the Big Apple ][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y
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Braata Folk Singers, the Braata The-
atre Workshop, and Braata Educa-
tion and Outreach programs, keep-
ing them afl oat with fundraisers.

The folk ensemble performed a 

benefi t at the Brooklyn Music School 
in 2011 to raise money for travel ex-
penses to the World Choir Games in 
Ohio, thrilling visitors with an eye-
popping set that Clarke designed, 
with fl owers, coconuts, breadfruits, 
and a cooking pot allegedly fi lled 
with dumplings and items remi-
niscent of a Kingston market. The 
group made it to the tourney, and 
returned with two silver medals, and 
a bronze one.

Braata Folk Singers will also per-
form at the company’s holiday pro-
duction of “Old Time Grand Market” 
on Dec. 14 at the Jamaica Perform-
ing Arts Center. The family day, in-
cluding a parade, vendors, and a 
concert, commemorates a slavery-
era tradition, when workers received 
a pre-Christmas break to revel with 
their families.

Clarke, who lives in Queens, 
hopes such evocative performances 
will inspire youngsters to loftier 

goals.
“People rarely tell their child 

to become an actor or a singer,” he 
says. “I’m hoping Braata can show 
that you can make a living in the 
performing arts and make a positive 
contribution to society.”

Clarke is leading the way, show-
casing new works and honoring es-
tablished Caribbean playwrights 
through staged collaborations. 

Emerging artists have a role 
model in the entrepreneur, an ac-
complished singer, actor, director, 
and producer — and winner of doz-
ens of industry awards and medals 
from his birth nation, including the 
Prime Minister’s Youth Award for Ex-
cellence in Arts and Culture. Clarke 
also represented Jamaica at the per-
forming arts world championships 
in Hollywood in 2008, where he was 
crowned grand champion.

Trailblazing new creative oppor-
tunities is what the impresario does 

best.
“A lot of people go to concerts to 

get away from the realities, but the 
arts can be rewarding and serve as 
a point of relief,” says Clarke, who 
knows that better than most.

650 5TH AVENUE, 11th FLOOR

NEW YORK, NY 10019

(212) 830-4500
www.willcap.com

WE PROUDLY SPONSOR

The 2013 
20 Under 40 

Awards
Congratulations to the next generation 

of Caribbean American Leaders

“Integrity, Focus, Trust and Experience”
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Bricks, mortar, and the roar of 

jack hammers are the crude hall-
marks of the construction busi-
ness, but demolishing and resur-
recting buildings is a form of art 
for Dexter English, a construction 
project manager who specializes 
in hospitals.

“It’s a choreographed dance,” 
says the 37-year-old Guyanese-
American, who helped to plan, 
execute, and finish construction 
on the Katz Women’s Hospital in 
Queens last year, with the Lend 
Lease Project Management and 
Construction company.

The 10-story glass tower, fea-
turing more than 160 single-bed 
rooms with hotel-like accommo-
dations, was a tall order. English 
was responsible for overseeing a 
pair of floors and a $26-million 
budget. But it took a year of pre-
liminary work before the first dirt 

OCCUPATION: Construction 
project manager.
COMPANY: Hunter Roberts 
Construction Group.
CLAIM TO FAME: “I rose 
from assistant project manager 
to project executive, overseeing 
two fl oors and a $26 million 
budget at the Katz Women’s 
Hospital.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “Home.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
former senior project manager, 
Christopher Abbate, for being 
my biggest champion.”
PERSONAL MOTTO:“Change 
is hard, but it’s necessary to 
survival.”
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DEXTER ENGLISH Construction executive 
builds the American Dream ][

was unearthed.
“There was a lot of preparation 

before any boots on the ground 
showed up,” says the Queens 
resident, who had to isolate the 
construction site, limit vibration, 

and address other logistics, while 
accommodating the hospital’s 
surgical schedule. English pored 
over construction plans and hag-
gled with subcontractors, using 
skills honed during his work as 
chief engineer of Guyana’s Upper 
Demerara Berbice region. 

His experienced eye was criti-
cal at Katz, from the get-go.

“If I was looking at an archi-
tect’s drawing of a washroom, I 
wanted to see a water closet, a 
lavatory, the cabinetry, the floor 
tiles, the hand drier, the mirrors 
— from soup to nuts,” he sees. “I 
was looking for a complete job.”

It helped that English knew 
every last piece of equipment that 
went on the ground, and was 
handy at deflecting troublespots. 

Expenses threatened to balloon, 
when hospital officials insisted on 
using expensive terrazzo floor-
ing from Germany, until English 

— currently renovating St. Fran-
cis Hospital on Long Island with 
the Hunter Roberts Construc-
tion Group — suggested modified 
veneers to stay within budget.

On topping day, when the final 
beam was ceremoniously installed 
— complete with a flag raising 
and a symbolic tree planting — 
English and his team still weren’t 
done. A three-month test period 
that followed alerted them to rou-
tine glitches, like chipping paint 
and doors that wouldn’t close, 
before the Department of Build-
ings gave its final nod.

“It was very stressful, but we 
got the job done,” says the project 
manager, who spends some of 
his off hours helping immigrants 
with overseas engineering degrees 
find work in the industry.

“I want them to have the same 
opportunities I had when I needed 
a soft landing in the U.S.,” says 

Dexter English, who is living the 
American Dream, while keeping 
its framework strong for newcom-
ers looking to break ground here.

]
BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

Jamaican immigrant and Har-
lem attorney Jinelle Craig has a 
surefire way to honor her rich 
Caribbean background.

“Jamaicans are hard workers, 
and everyday when I go to work 
I bring a certain sense of the 
Jamaican work ethic with me,” 
says the 28-year-old legal eagle, 
who specializes in municipal 
finance and economic develop-
ment for the city. “It’s important 
to do my job well.”

It is a job well done indeed. 
Craig helps to negotiate complex 
real estate deals and municipal 
finance bond transactions, and 
her work on billion-dollar infra-
structure projects ensures that 
hospitals, tunnels, schools, and 
other vital frameworks continue 
to operate optimally. 

She works on advancing com-
munity development projects, 

OCCUPATION: Attorney.
COMPANY:  New York City 
Law Department.
CLAIM TO FAME:  “I encour-
age young people to pursue an 
education because once you 
have that, no one can take it 
away from you.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “My 
church.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
grandmother, Joyce Maitland, 
because she immigrated to 
America and established a 
foundation for her family to live 
the American Dream.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “De-
light thyself also in the Lord; 
and he shall give thee the de-
sires of thine heart” — Psalms 
37:4.
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JINELLE CRAIG A legal eagle who raises the bar 
when it comes to community[

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

too, such as the East River Ferry 
and the human resources organi-
zation BronxWorks, to open new 
pathways and opportunities for 
New Yorkers.

But there is more to this ris-
ing member of the bar than a 
glittering resume that includes a 
membership with the Tau Omega 

Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority — the oldest Greek-let-
tered organization established by 
African American women — and 
impressive educational stints in 

Germany, France, and England, 
where she took courses at Oxford 
University. 

Craig is a proud civic activist 
and a past member of Commu-
nity Board 11 in the Bronx, where 
she grew up after relocating from 
Montego Bay with her family at 
age 6. She is also committed to 
empowering the next generation.

Craig says she was gratified 
when students approached her 

after she delivered a 2011 grad-
uation-day address at MS 180 in 
Co-Op City — her alma mater — 
and told her that they saw them-
selves in her.

“Anyone can be a role model, 
but when it’s someone who looks 
like you, that’s powerful because 
it brings accomplishing goals 
closer to home,” says Craig whose 
charitable works include helping 
her young neighbors navigate 
the intimidating maze of college 
applications.

“I tell students to tell their 
stories from the heart when writ-
ing their college essays because 
an essay about a kid working 
two jobs to help his single par-
ent is as much of an impactful 
story as someone who has studied 
abroad,” she says.

Jinelle Craig’s own story is an 
inspiring read, with more chap-
ters forthcoming — and the best 

part is that there is no ending in 

sight.

“ANYONE CAN BE A ROLE 
MODEL, BUT WHEN 
IT’S SOMEONE WHO 

LOOKS LIKE YOU, THAT’S 
POWERFUL,IT BRINGS 

ACCOMPLISHING GOALS 
CLOSER TO HOME.”
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
When a car veered off a cliff in 

Grenada last year, killing the two 
brothers inside, Total Caribbean 
Network in Queens aired a tel-
ethon so that Caribbean Ameri-
cans could help the distraught 
family pay for the funerals.

The media company was also 
on hand when costumed revelers 
strutted their stuff at the jaunty 
West Indian Day Parade in Brook-
lyn on Labor Day, streaming the 
eye-popping action live to 90,000 
viewers on more than seven Car-
ibbean islands — for the first 
time in the parade’s 46-year his-
tory — from a booth set up along 
the way.

The network is a conduit 
between Caribbeans and their 
compatriots living abroad, says 
Junior George, who co-founded 
the firm with his brother Johnnie 
in the 1990s as a one-hour cable 

OCCUPATION: Co-founder 
and managing director. 
COMPANY: Total Caribbean 
Network.
CLAIM TO FAME: “We are 
able to bring the Caribbean to 
the living rooms and bedrooms 
of Caribbeans in the diaspora.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “The 
river behind my house in Gre-
nada.
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
older brother, Julien George, 
who inspired me to become a 
radio personality.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Never 
give up.”
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JUNIOR GEORGE Media marvel takes ex-pats 
to the tropics ][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

TV show. They expanded it a few 
years ago into a multi-pronged 
cyber outfit, bringing live, Carib-
bean-themed news and entertain-
ment to a growing, web-plugged 
market, financing the ambitious 

venture themselves at first.
“We are trying to unify the 

entire Caribbean region,” says 
George, 35, one of eight siblings 
who emigrated from Grenada to 
the U.S. with his family as a 
teenager, and later distinguished 
himself in the media arts, earning 
industry awards, such as a City 
Council proclamation this year 
for excellence in media, before 
tapping into an institutional void 
that arose when WLIB Radio 
downsized in 2005.

“Everybody used to listen to 
WLIB, but when it left, Caribbean 
people, especially in the New York 
area, were left yearning for some-
thing they could identify with,” 
says George, a former producer 
and host of the popular Carib-
bean entertainment show, Time 
Plus. “That’s when we came in 
and delivered content to this dis-
enfranchised community.”

The 15,000-plus viewers 
who now tune in daily to lis-
ten to Caribbean programming 
— including live performances 
and music videos, as well as live 
events, educational programs, 
gospel, and talk shows — feature 
some heavyweights. The govern-
ment of St. Vincent contacted 
George in September and asked 
him to broadcast its first repara-
tions conference, a forum seeking 
compensation from Europe for 
native genocide and enslavement 
of Africans during colonization.
“They reached out to us, since 
they didn’t have any other viable 
media hooks,” says the honoree, 
whose inter-Caribbean pipeline is 
increasing, with new company 
sites coming to Florida and Geor-
gia this year, and to Canada and 
the U.K. in 2014.

Caribbeans relocate overseas 
for a better life, but they often end 

up missing home, according to 
George, who has discovered a way 
to ward off their blues.

“We bring home to them,” he 
says.
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By Nelson A. King 
 Two incumbent Caribbean leg-

islators recorded massive numbers 
in Tuesday’s general elections in 
New York City, trouncing their 
opponents by at least 80 percent of 
the votes in their respective, pre-
dominantly Caribbean-populated 
City Council Districts in Brook-
lyn.  Both incumbents were seek-
ing their second four-term term. 

Incumbent Democratic Party 
candidates Mathieu Eugene and 
Jumaane Williams were seeking 
second four-year terms. 

Haitian Dr. Mathieu Eugene, 
the representative for the 40th 
Council District in Brooklyn, and 
Grenadian-AmericanJumaane 

Williams of the 45th District 
staved off strong challenges from 
three contenders in the Primary 
elections in September, trouncing 
then third-place challenger, Sylvia 
Kinard, in Tuesday’s poll.

With 99 percent of the poll-
ing precincts reporting, Eugene 
received 17, 113 votes, or 90.2 
percent, to Kinard’s 1,157 votes, or 
6.1 percent. Kinard contested the 
general elections on the Rent is 
Too Damn High Party line. 

Brian Kelly, who contested the 
constituency on the Conservative 
Party ticket, received 708 votes, or 
3.7 percent.   

In the 45th Council District, 

Caribbean-born candidates 
sweep Brooklyn Poll

By Vinette K. Pryce
The first Tuesday this month 

will be recorded with political 
pioneering nostalgia as signifi-
cant accomplishments for Afri-
can-Americans and significantly 
in the borough of Brooklyn re-
wrote history and championed 
victories for the Black race.

For the first time, Kings 
County will boast a Black district 

attorney and simultaneously its 
first borough president with the 
triumphant landslide victories 
of attorney Ken Thompson and 
former state senator Eric Adams.

Both won decidedly to com-
mand their leadership in prob-
ably the most diverse borough 
in New York City. Thompson 
handily trounced his incumbent 
opponent Joe Hynes by a margin 

of 72 percent. And the former 
cop whipped his rival Republican 
Elias Weir claiming 89 percent of 
the final count.

Another first named Brook-
lyn’s Letitia James as the first 
public advocate to act as watch-
dog for citizen rights. She tallied 
a record 82 percent of voters’ 
confidence and in the process 

Continued on Page 6Continued on Page 6

Farah Despeignes (left) and friend Christine Pope participate in anti “Shop and Frisk” rally  
in Parkchester, NY where customer profi ling is under State scrutiny. See Page 3.  

 Photo by Donna Lamb

New day in New York City history

Frisky Dept Store Watchdogs
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By Nelson A. King
As Dominica on Sunday 

celebrated its 35th year of 
political independence from 
Great Britain, the United 
States says both countries are 
united through “shared com-
mitment to democracy, peace 
and development.” 

“Through the Caribbean 
Basin Security Initiative, we 
work together to enhance 
the security and prosperity of 
our nations and the region,” 
said Secretary of State John 
Kerry in his Independence 
Anniversary message to the 
government and people of 
Dominica.

“On behalf of President 
Obama and the people of the 

United States, I congratulate 
the people of the Common-
wealth of Dominica as you 
celebrate 35 years of inde-
pendence on Nov. 3,” he 
added. 

“As the citizens of the 
‘Nature Isle’ gather to enjoy 
the festivities that mark this 
occasion, I offer best wishes 
for peace and prosperity in 
the years to come,” Kerry 
continued. 

On Nov. 3, 1978, the Com-
monwealth of Dominica 
obtained political independ-
ence from the United King-
dom.

But political observers here 
say independence did little 
to solve problems stemming 

from centuries of economic 
underdevelopment.

In mid-1979, political dis-
content resulted in the for-
mation of an interim govern-
ment, led by Oliver Seraphin. 

But it was replaced, after 
the 1980 general elections, by 
the Dominica Freedom Party 
(DFP), led by Prime Minis-
ter Eugenia Charles, the Car-
ibbean’s first female prime 
minister. 

Within a year of her inau-
guration, Charles, considered 
the “Iron Lady of the Carib-
bean,” survived two unsuc-
cessful coup attempts.

As chairperson of the sub-
regional Organization of East 
Caribbean States (OECS), 

Charles endorsed the U.S. 
Invasion of Grenada. The 
30th anniversary of the inva-
sion was commemorated last 
month. 

After a 15-year rule, 
Charles’ DFP was defeated in 
the 1995 general elections by 
Edison James’ United Work-
ers Party (UWP). 

But the UWP was trounced 
in the February 2000 general 
elections by the Rosie Doug-
las-led Dominica Labor Party 
(DLP), which then formed a 
coalition with the DFP.

Douglas, however, sudden-
ly died of a heart attack, on 
Oct. 1, 2000, after only eight 
months in office. He was suc-

By Nelson A. King 
After living abroad for 

35 years, a prominent Vin-
centian pastor in Brook-
lyn has published his first 
book as he prepares to 
return to his homeland to 
spend his “Golden Years.” 

The Rev. A. Nelson 
Samuel, pastor and found-
er of Love Tabernacle Fel-
lowship International, 
Inc., a nondenominational 
church in the Brownsville 
section of Brooklyn, has 
published “The Goodness 
of God: Principles of Liv-
ing Victoriously.”

The former school 
teacher in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines and ex-
police officer in both the 
Royal St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines and Anguilla 
Police Forces – told Carib-
bean Life that the book, 
published less than two 
months before he returns 
home, is written for read-
ers to discover “God’s 
unlimited, eternal and 
unconditional love for His 
creation. 

“That God loves the 
unsaved, un-churched, as 
much as He loves His own 
children, is evident,” said 
Rev. Samuel, who became 
a Born-Again Christian 
shortly after migrating to 
Anguilla in 1978.

“It’s my prayer that the 
discovery of God’s love will 
encourage His people to 

trust Him to meet all their 
needs,” he added. “This is 
primarily why He sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, into the 
world to die for all.”

Rev. Samuel, who 
retired as a New York City 
public school teacher in 
June this year, said the 
inspiration to write the 
book came aboard a flight 
to his native land on July 
5, 2012.

He said being aboard 
an airplane – flying above 
the clouds and oceans to 
any destination – is “a real 
good place to understand 
the goodness of God.

“Many people are afraid 
to set foot in an airplane 
because of fear, but God’s 
goodness assures us that, 
if we trust Him, He will 
take care of us in every 
area of our lives,” Rev. 
Samuel said. 

Rev. Samuel said he 
will expand on that mes-
sage when he takes up 
residence in Penniston in 
the Buccament Valley in 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines on Dec. 6 and will, 
shortly afterwards, open a 
branch of Love Tabernacle 
Fellowship International, 
Inc. in that valley.

He said he and his wife 
– the former Eliza Ver-
netha Sylvester, also an 
erstwhile member of the 
Royal St. Vincent and the 

By Donna Lamb
On Fri., Nov. 1, at 5:30 

p.m., Bronx Assemblymem-
ber Luis Sepulveda will 
sponsor a “Shop and Frisk” 
Rally in front of Macy’s in 
Parkchester to shine a light 
on the problem of racial 
profiling of department 
store customers.

A forceful opponent of 
the New York City Police 
Department’s stop and frisk 
policies, Sepulveda is equal-
ly against shop and frisk 
practices in large depart-
ment stores. “Our com-
munity will not tolerate 
the targeting of men and 
women based on the color 
of their skin,” the assem-
blymember declared. “We 
must dissuade these prac-
tices in the future and unite 
to work proactively to find a 
solution to this problem.”

After four Black custom-
ers complained that they 
had been unfairly targeted 
at Barneys New York and 
Macy’s, State Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man launched an investi-
gation into security prac-
tices of these two depart-
ment stores. Barneys and 
Macy’s officials countered 
that police acted on their 
own in choosing to stop 
shoppers. Macy’s spokesper-
son Elina Kazan said in a 
statement that the store’s 
staff played no role in two 
incidents at the company’s 
Herald Square flagship. 

In one incident, actor Rob 
Brown of HBO’s “Treme” 
was led through the store in 
handcuffs after purchasing 
an expensive Movado watch 
for his mother. “This was an 
operation of the New York 
City Police Department,” 
Kazan stated.

The attorney general has 
given the two department 
store chains until Friday to 
turn over a list of every shop-
per stopped and detained in 
the past 12 months, broken 

down by race. Both retailers 
must also provide details on 
their internal policies for 
contacting police with con-
cerns about shoppers.

Joining Assemblymem-
ber Sepulveda and diverse 
community activists at 
the Parkchester rally will 
be several elected officials, 
including State Senator 
Ruben Diaz, Councilmem-
bers Annabel Palma and 
Maria del Carmen Arroyo, 
and District Leader Julia 

Rodriguez. Religious lead-
ers such as Pastor Hiram 
Ratliff of New Tabernacle 
Church and Rev. Dr. Laura 
Sinclair and Rev. Feli-
cia Smith of Parkchester 
Baptist Church will also 
attend.

Macy’s Parkchester store 
is located at 1441 Metropol-
itan Ave. in the Bronx. For 
further information con-
tact Jazmine Lopez at (718) 
931-2620 or email lopezj@
assembly.state.ny.us.

Rev. Samuel and wife, Vernetha, display book, 
‘The Goodness of God: Principles of Living 
Victoriously.&quot Photo by Nelson A. King

Bronx Assemblymember Luis Sepulveda leads rally to protest “Shop and Frisk.” 
Among those joining him are Councilmember Annabel Palma, Assemblymember 
Marcos Crespo, Assemblymember elect Victor Pichardo, State Senator Ruben Diaz, 
Sr., District Leaders Julia Rodriguez and William Rivera along with religious leaders 
and community members. Photo by Donna Lamb

Protest ‘Shop and Frisk’

Dominica marks its 35th Independence Anniversary

Vincentian 
pastor publishes 

first book

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 15
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Caribbean 
Regional governments have 

been told to heighten online 
security measures due to increas-
ing attacks by cyber-criminals. 

According to the chief execu-
tive officer for the Caribbean 
Cyber Security Centre, James 
Bynoe, attacks by cyber-crimi-
nals will be a major problem for 
the region due to the increasing 
skill of hackers and the grow-
ing resources available to use in 
committing cyber-crimes.

He said the region has made 
it on the radar of international 
criminal cyber networks, with 
two countries being attacked 
recently. 

“We have seen 
attacks with-
in the last two 
weeks in Barba-
dos, in the Cay-
man Islands and this is some-
thing that we should expect to 
continue.

“This is not an issue that can 
be solved by one organization or 
one government. We just have 
to get smart and pull together 
to ensure that Caribbean ICT 
resources are protected. 

“There is no way to combat 
this and it’s a very, very pressing 
and clear and present danger to 
us,” Bynoe said.

He said islands in the region 
are exposed because of their size 
and suggested that governments 
pool resources to facilitate a 
stronger defense against cyber-
attacks. 

Bahamas
U.S. Federal authorities have 

seized more than 1,360 kilo-
grams (3,000 pounds) of mari-
juana worth more than TT$19.2 
million off the 
coast of the 
Bahamas. 

The U.S. 
Coast Guard 
said recently that pilots in a 
plane had spotted a boat drop-
ping off a portion of the drug on 
Eleuthera Island. 

Officials said US Drug Enforce-
ment Administration agents and 
Bahamas police arrested three 
suspects there and then pursued 
the boat, which eventually ran 
out of gas. 

The Coast Guard said an addi-
tional six suspects were arrested 
and the remaining drugs were 
seized at that point. 

Barbados
The Opposition Barbados 

Labour Party (BLP), has declared 
that it is ready to debate a motion 
of no-confidence 
brought against 
Finance Minis-
ter Chris Sinck-
ler.

The party filed its papers with 
the clerk of Parliament last week 
- charging that Sinckler is out of 
his depth and his ill-conceived 
economic policies have resulted 
in untold suffering for Barba-
dians

Recently, the BLP rallied its 
troops at a mass rally under the 
theme “For Love of Country” 
where it invited Barbadians to 
sign a petition for the removal of 
the finance minister.

Party officials say more than 
5000 Barbadians have already 
signed the petition.

Opposition Leader Mia Mot-
tley declared that government’s 
handling of the economy has 
been dismal. 

In supporting the move of 
the BLP, former Prime Minister 
Owen Arthur challenged Bar-
badians to take back the coun-

try insisting that the Freundel 
Stuart administration is unfit 
to govern.

But the man in the hot seat, 
Finance Minister Chris Sinckler, 
has blasted the BLP for what he 
says is a futile attempt to desta-
bilize the country and bring 
down the government. 

Sinckler maintains the no-
confidence motion and the peti-
tion being spearheaded by the 
BLP are a waste of time and will 
be treated as such by the Freun-
del Stuart administration.

Grenada
At US 40 cents per kilowatt 

hour, the price of electricity in 
Grenada is among the highest in 
the world. 

Like many small island devel-
oping states, 
electricity gen-
eration depends 
on the burning 
of fossil fuels. 

This unsustainable approach 
to energy generation is compli-
cated by volatile global oil pric-
ing, and in Grenada’s specific 
case, a restrictive monopoly on 
energy generation, distribution 
and sale by the sole power util-

ity—Grenada Electricity Serv-
ices Limited (Grenlec).

This private monopoly was 
established in 1994. Based on 
current arrangements, this 
monopoly will continue until 
2073.

This 79-year monopoly has, 
and continues to have, a sig-
nificant negative impact on the 
island’s economic performance 
and long term sustainable devel-
opment. 

By reducing its dependence 
on fossil fuels through the gen-
eration of energy from natu-
ral resources, Grenada will be 
more resilient to external price 
shocks, reduce its national fuel 
import bill, and reduce its car-
bon footprint. 

The goal is to purchase the 
controlling shares of Grenlec, 
currently owned and offered 
for sale by WRB Enterprises of 
Tampa, Florida, thus breaking 
the monopoly. 

Guyana
The Amerindian community 

has signed a US$10 million deal 
with the government to help 
secure land titles, but concerns 
remain about how the bound-

aries are being drawn in the 
South American country.

Amerindian activists recent-
ly accused state 
surveyors of 
arbitrarily draw-
ing bounda-
ries because of 
rough and impassable terrain, 
as well as reluctance to work in 
malaria-infested areas without 
proper equipment or vehicles. 

“The result is that there has 
been boundary overlapping in 
some villages, and this has in 
some cases set one community 
against the other, causing prob-
lems,” said Jean LaRose, direc-
tor of the Amerindian People’s 
Association. 

More than 75,000 Amerindi-
ans from nine recognized tribes 
who live in jungle and moun-
tain communities are expected 
to benefit from the project. It is 
expected to be completed next 
year and is being financed with 
help from the United Nations 
and Norway. 

So far, some 97 villages have 
obtained titles and another 33 
to be demarcated, according to 
Finance Minister Ashni Singh. 

He said the new deal will allow 
13 communities to obtain titles 
and another 33 to be demarcat-
ed. Amerindians make up about 
10 per cent of the country’s 
roughly 740,000 people, and the 
project would award them about 
14 per cent of Guyana’s terri-
tory. 

Haiti
A Haitian press freedom 

watchdog, SOS Journalistes, has 
condemned death threats and 
a plot to kill a prominent jour-
nalist working for Haiti’s most 
popular radio 
station, Caraibes 
FM. 

The plot, to 
kill well-known 
journalist and talk-show host 
Jean Monard Metelus, was 
denounced recently by Haiti’s 
Justice Department, explaining 
that it was hatched by a sector 
opposed to upcoming legislative 
and local elections.

“We are profoundly troubled by 
such developments and it is out-
rageous to see how threatened 
a journalist can be just because 
he is exercising his right to free 
speech,” said Joseph Guyler C 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
THE NEWS FROM BACK HOME

Updated daily at www.caribbeanlifenews.com

A demonstrator holds up an anti-U.N. poster during an October 2010 protest outside a MINUS-
TAH base in Port-au-Prince. See page 14. IPS/Ansel Herz

Holding the UN responsible for Haiti cholera

Continued on Page 16
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By Nelson A. King 
A major Washington-based 

think tank has warned that 
a recent court ruling stripping 
citizenship from Dominicans of 
Haitian descent has turned the 
Dominican Republic into a “tick-
ing time bomb.”

The Council on Hemispheric 
Affairs (COHA) said in a report 
that the Constitutional Court rul-
ing also “leaves relatively little 
time to sort the tense situation 
out.” 

In a ruling on Sept. 25, the 
Dominican Republic’s Constitu-
tional Court (TC) stripped citi-
zenship from Dominicans of Hai-
tian descent, going as far back as 
1929. 

The court’s ruling was sparked 
by the case of Juliana Deguis 
Pierre, a Dominican woman of 
Haitian descent who filed a com-
plaint after being denied an ID 
card – that would allow her to 
get a job, vote, and participate in 
public activities – because of her 
Haitian parents and last name. 

“Unsurprisingly, this contro-

versial ruling has sparked global 
outrage,” COHA said. “The rul-
ing could potentially result in the 
deportation of hundreds of thou-
sands of Dominicans of Haitian 
descent, as well as their children, 
who were born in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Although citizenship by birth 
is common in countries all over 
the world, COHA said the TC 
ruled that children born of Hai-
tian parents in the Dominican 
Republic are “legally inadmissible” 
and should not be seen as citi-
zens, since their births were “to 
establish an entitlement from an 
unlawful de facto situation.”  

However, COHA urged that 
this ruling be reconsidered by the 
Dominican constitutional court 
“as it is clearly in violation of 
the country’s constitution and of 
international human rights stipu-
lations, which state that retraction 
is unjust and that everyone must 
have the right to a nationality.” 

Before the massive earthquake 
that rocked Haiti in January 

Court warns Dominican Republic 
over Haitian citizenship

Ticking time bomb

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— A loud and smoky protest 
has accompanied U.S. Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan’s meet-
ing with the president of Haiti in 
the capital of the impoverished 
nation.

Protesters burned tires and 
hurled stones at police outside 

the presidential offices Monday. 
The approximately 100 protesters 
were largely university students 
angry about classroom condi-
tions. One told The Associated 
Press his school has no library, 
classrooms have no lights and 
teachers rarely show up.

A large number of Haitian 

police officers kept the protest-
ers at bay while Duncan and a 
U.S. delegation met in private 
with President Michel Martelly 
and other Haitian officials.

Duncan was expected to 
announce a U.S. education aid 
package for Haiti during his two-
day visit.

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, left, stands with Haiti’s Education Minister Vanneur 
Pierre holding fl owers given to them by students at the Lycee de Petion-Ville school in Petion-
Ville, Haiti, Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013. AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery

Student protests greet US officials’ visit

WHAT WILL YOU THINK ABOUT
WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE TO THINK ABOUT MONEY?

If tomatoes are a fruit,
wouldn’t ketchup technically 
be a smoothie?

#NYLOTTERYTHOUGHTS
NYLOTTERY.ORG

Continued on Page 9
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secured another historic 
entry to the books.

Also significant is the fact, 
Gracie Mansion will reflect a 
more diverse façade with the 
first Black first-lady Chir-
lane DeBlasio -- whose hus-
band is not -- commanding 
the number one position in 
New York City. In January, 
she will become only the 
second of her race to move 
into the east-side mansion. 
Her arrival to the riverfront 
residence places her behind 
Joyce Dinkins whose Afri-
can-American spouse was 
elected the first Black to be 
voted to the mayoral posi-
tion in 1989. 

Dinkin’s “gorgeous mosa-
ic” marked a hope for sig-
nificant change and perhaps 
racial parity. 

De Blasio’s “tale of two 
cities’ and landslide victory 

represented a majority sup-
port from New York voters 
of all races, genders, ages, 
religions, incomes and edu-
cation levels.

Elected the 109th mayor 
of New York, he easily defeat-
ed Republican Joe Lhota by 
a margin of 72 percent.

Caribbean, Haitian-
American Mathieu Eugene 
was returned to the City 
Council winning 86 percent 
in Brooklyn’s 40th Council-
manic District. 

Black 
History

Continued from page 1 

adjacent to Eugene’s in 
Brooklyn, Williams, the son 
of Grenadian immigrants, 
mauled his lone challenger, 
Guyanese Erlene King, by 
93.6 percent. 

With 100 percent of 
the precincts reporting, 
Williams received 19,889 
votes, or 96.8 percent; 
while King, who contested 
the elections on the Rent is 
Too Damn High Party line, 
received 664 votes, or 3.2 
percent. 

“I feel very good about 
the results,” Williams told 
Caribbean Life after the 
results were announced 
Tuesday night. 

“The district has given 
me another four years 
to represent them in the 
Council and be part of a 
whole wave of change in 
New York City,” he added. 
“There’s a huge turn in the 
right direction. I’m very 
glad to be part of it.”

Eugene, the first Hai-
tian to ever hold elective 
office in New York City, 
said he, too, as expected, 
was very delighted with the 

results. “
“I feel great, I feel good,” 

he told Caribbean Life at 
his campaign headquar-
ters, on Church Avenue, in 
the heart of the Caribbean 
community in Brooklyn. 
“I’m very grateful to God 
and grateful to all my con-
stituents. 

“I feel very proud of the 
support from my constitu-
ents,” he added. “I pledge 
again to continue to work 
hard to address the inter-
ests affecting the district 
and that of the commu-
nity. 

“I will continue to fight 
to address the major issues 
like jobs, education, immi-
gration, affordable housing, 
safety and health,” Eugene 
continued. “I will work with 
everybody who wishes to be 
part of the team that I will 
create for the betterment of 
the district.”

 Caribbean nationals 
had also joined New York-
ers at the polls on Tuesday 
to elect the city’s first new 
mayor in 12 years.

The overwhelming 
majority said they voted for 

the victorious Democratic 
Mayoral candidate, Bill de 
Blasio, whose wife’s grand-
parents are from Barbados 
and St. Lucia. 

De Blasio also handed 
his Republican rival, Joe 
Lhota, a former chairman 
of New York’s Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, a 
heavy landslide defeat.

With 99 percent of the 
precincts reporting, de Bla-

sio received 752, 604 votes, 
or 73.3 percent, to Lhota’s 
249,121 votes, or 24.3 per-
cent. 

De Blasio had defeated 
his main rival, Bill Thomp-
son, whose grandparents 
are from St. Kitts, in the 
Democratic Primary in 
September.

Caribbean American 
Congresswoman Yvette D. 
Clarke, who had endorsed 
and campaigned heavily 
for de Blasio, said she was 
elated with his convincing 
triumph. 

“My friend, Bill De Blasio 
has dedicated his life to pub-
lic service on behalf of the 
people of New York City,” 
said Clarke, the daughter 
of Jamaican immigrants, 
who represents the pre-
dominantly Caribbean 9th 
Congressional District in 
Brooklyn. 

“His campaign was based 
on the idea that every per-
son in New York should 
have the opportunity to 
access an education, attend 
college or vocational train-
ing, find a job, and start a 
family,” added Clarke.

Caribbeans maintain city council clout
Continued from page 1 

Kenneth Thompson.  

 AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Buying or Refinancing a Home?

Established 1863 � Member FDIC �
www.applebank.com

Get $1,000 at Closing and Other Benefits
with Your Residential Mortgage

TOTAL $1,300 VALUE� with any Apple Bank Residential Mortgage
��Get a Check for $1,000 at Closing
��NO Application Fee - Save $300
�
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��SONYMA Low Interest Rate Program
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To learn more, call us toll free at 1-888-883-0464 today!
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Dr. Mathieu Eugene. 
 Photo by Nelson A. King
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VETERANS’ DAY

SALE
3O% TO 75% OFF
STOREWIDE

TAKE AN EXTRA 
1O%-2O% OFF† 
WITH YOUR MACY’S 
CARD OR PASS 
†EXCLUSIONS APPLY; SEE PASS.

FREE ONLINE SHIPPING EVERY DAY + EXTRA 1O%-2O% OFF
Free shipping with $99 purchase. Use promo code:  
VETDAY  for extra savings; offer valid 11/6-11/11/2013.  
Exclusions apply; see macys.com for details.

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit approval; new 
account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food & wine. The new account savings are
limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

VETERANS’ DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 11/6-11/11/2013. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE & OTHER SALE PRICES THROUGH 1/4/14, EXCEPT AS NOTED. 

WOW! PASS EXTRA SAVINGS ON ALL SALE & CLEARANCE 
APPAREL! (EXCEPT SPECIALS & SUPER BUYS)

EXTRA 2O% OFF 
SELECT SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL FOR HIM, HER & KIDS   

EXTRA 15% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE FINE & FASHION JEWELRY, 
WATCHES, COATS, SUITS, DRESSES, IMPULSE, INTIMATES;  

MEN’S SUIT SEPARATES & SPORTCOATS AND SELECT SHOES  
& SELECT HOME ITEMS 

EXTRA 1O% OFF ALL SALE & CLEARANCE ELECTRICS/ELECTRONICS
Also excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), Doorbusters, Deals of the Day, furniture, mattresses, floor coverings, rugs, 
cosmetics/fragrances, athletic shoes for him, her & kids, men’s store electronics, gift cards, jewelry trunk shows, 
previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, services. Exclusions may differ at 
macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount or credit offer except opening a 

new Macy’s account. EXTRA SAVINGS % APPLIED TO REDUCED PRICES. 

STOREWIDE 
VALID 11/6-11/11/2013

ELECTRICS 
VALID 11/6-11/11/2013

TEXT “CPN” TO 62297 TO GET COUPONS, SALES ALERTS & MORE!  
Max 3 msgs/wk. Msg & data rates may apply.  By texting CPN from my mobile number, I agree to receive 

marketing text messages generated by an automated dialer from Macy’s to this number. I understand 
that consent is not required to make a purchase. Text STOP to 62297 to cancel. Text HELP to 62297 

for help. Terms & conditions at macys.com/mobilehelp   Privacy policy at macys.com/privacypolicy
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By Azad Ali
The Brazilian Supreme Court 

recently ordered the extradition of 
former Turks and Caicos Islands 
(TCI) premier Michael Misick who 
is facing corruption related charg-
es in the British Overseas Terri-
tory.

Earlier this year, the head 
investigator in a British govern-
ment’s probe of corruption in the 
TCI confirmed that Misick, will 
join 10 others, including four of 
his cabinet ministers, in defend-
ing allegations that they illegally 
sold government lands for profit 
and cut other sweetheart deals to 
enrich themselves during their 
tenure in office.

Misick, who has been in a Bra-

zilian jail since he was re-arrested 
in Sao Paulo in April had denied 
reports that he was seeking a plea 
bargain with British and Ameri-
can law enforcement authorities 
in return for implicating United 
States citizens and senior politi-
cians in Jamaica, Bermuda and 
the Cayman Islands.

The allegations against the 
former premier stem from the find-
ings of the 2008/2009 Sir Robin 
Auld’s Commission of Inquiry, 
which found widespread misuse of 
government funds and property.

Misick, who has maintained his 
innocence, had sought political 
asylum in Brazil, claiming that he 
was unfairly targeted by British 
authorities. 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — 
A Jamaican official says a study 
has reviewed the natural resourc-
es of the island’s largest protected 
area as the government advanc-
es plans for a possible Chinese-
financed port in the zone.

In a Tuesday update to Parlia-
ment, Transport and Works Min-
ister Omar Davies said the study 
will be used as a guide for an envi-
ronmental impact assessment.

A transshipment port is pro-
posed for the Goat Islands off 
Jamaica’s south coast. It would be 
in a protected zone that is home 
to three fish sanctuaries and a 
number of threatened animal 
and plant species. Environmental 
groups have strongly criticized 
the plan.

China Harbour Engineering 
Co. prefers the site for its pro-
posed investment with a value of 
$1.5 billion.

Davies says a framework agree-
ment could be in place by the end 
of January.Michael Misick. AP Photo/Courtney Robinson, fi le

Misick on the run Unwelcome
J’a, China 
port plan

ceeded by DLP’s Pierre Charles.
But, on Jan. 6, 2004, Charles, 

who had been suffering from 
heart problems since 2003, died, 
becoming the second successive 
prime minister of Dominica to die 

in office of the same condition. 
Foreign Minister Osborne 

Riviere immediately became 
prime minister. But education 
minister, Roosevelt Skerrit, suc-
ceeded Riviere as prime minister, 
becoming the new leader of the 
DLP. 

Skerrit has remained at the 
helm since succeeding in the May 
5, 2005 general elections. 

Dominica
Continued from page 3 
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The Law Offices Of
Georgia E. McCarthy

CALL:

By Appointment Only

902 East 86 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
 CONTESTED/UNCONTESTED DIVORCES
Aggressive Representation In Supreme Court
And Family Court

 VISITATION AND CHILD ABUSE
Protect Your Parental Rights In Family Court
 REAL ESTATE
Contracts & Closings, Foreclosures, Basement Ejections
 CRIMINAL MATTERS
 LANDLORD & TENANT

 ALL CIVIL MATTERS

2010, and long after Juliana 
Deguis Pierre was born, 
COHA said “birthright citi-
zenship was an established 
form of Dominican law.” 

But it said that, after the 
devastating natural disaster 
and the subsequent large 
inflow of illegal immigrants 
into the Dominican Repub-
lic from Haiti, the law was 
changed. 

COHA noted that the new 
and current law limits citi-
zenship to those born in the 
Dominican Republic of legal 
immigrant parents, or those 
with at least one parent of 
“pure” Dominican ancestry. 

“The current stance that 
the TC court has chosen 
is unjust and will have a 
detrimental effect on those 
families born in the country 
under the previous law that 
have resided in the DR for 
decades,” it said. 

COHA said the relation-
ship and history between 
Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic, particularly dur-
ing the regime of dictator 
Rafael Leonidas Trujillo 
Molina from 1930 to 1961, 

“illuminates the current sit-
uation.” 

It said that under Tru-
jillo’s “repulsive, racially-
biased rule, upwards of 
20,000 Haitians, darker-
skinned Dominicans – 
although some estimates 
conclude there were many 
more – and Dominicans 
nationals wishing to aid 
Haitians, were slaughtered 
by soldiers and Dominican 
civilians in order to ‘purify’ 
or ‘whiten’ the race. 

“This genocide of Hai-
tians attempting to cross 
the border into the Domini-
can Republic made relations 
between the two coun-
tries extremely tense,” said 
COHA, adding that these 
tensions are “currently 
exacerbated by economic 
downturn in Haiti, largely 
as a result of the 2010 earth-
quake, in which the Domin-
ican Republic sent aid to 
Haiti and helped ease their 
border restrictions.” 

However, it said the 
increasing number of Hai-
tians seeking a better life 
in the Dominican Repub-
lic soon sky rocketed, with 

relations souring again. 
“Although countries have 

the right to their autonomy 
when drafting their immi-
gration laws, the Domini-
can Republic’s decision to 
strip citizens of citizenship 
because of their ancestry 
goes beyond the jurisdic-
tion of regular lawmaking,” 
COHA said. 

It said what is “problem-
atic in this current ruling” 
is its retroactive nature, 
“which delves back through 
four generations of Domini-
cans in its attempt to deny 
citizenship, intentionally 
leaving more than 210,000 
people stateless.”

COHA said this situation 
is further strained because 
“there is no guarantee that 
those made stateless will be 
accepted upon their return 
to Haiti.” 

It said the current act, 
“which some are calling rac-
ist due to hostility within 
the country towards darker 
Dominicans, is undermin-
ing Dominican democracy 
and will only further worsen 
tensions between the two 
countries.

DR-Haitian relations
Continued from page 5 
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To The Editor:
In this country, being right 

on an issue has never meant an 
easy win. 

The staying  by the Sec-
ond Circuit Court of Appeals of 
the lower court’s ruling which 
would have required a series 
of reforms to the NYPD’s con-
troversial practice known as 
Stop and Frisk, including the 
appointment of a federal moni-
tor was questionable.  It was not 
based on the specific reforms 
ordered by the lower court, or 
the merits of the case in Floyd, 
but on the conduct of the pre-
siding judge in the case

The verdict has absolutely 
nothing to do with the positive 
reforms ordered in the lower 
court’s ruling or the merits of 
the case in Floyd v. New York, 
including the appointment of 
a federal monitor to end the 
abuse of Stop and Frisk by 
the New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD). Instead, this stay 
has everything to do with an 
individual judge’s own conduct, 
and even that is questionable. 

When the merits of the case 
were heard by the lower court, 
we won. While this stay is frus-
trating, when the court hears 
the merits of the case again, 
there is no doubt that we will 
win again.

With this stay, however, the 
people of New York City con-
tinue to be put into a state 
of confusion over the status 
of Stop and Frisk, and wheth-
er the approach used by the 
NYPD, which has led to hun-
dreds of thousands of innocent 
New York City residents being 
unconstitutionally stopped and 
frisked, will continue. The peo-
ple of New York City must have 
full confidence that their con-
stitutional rights will not be 

violated under Stop and Frisk. 
Even with this stay, the Com-
munity Safety Act, of which I 
was a lead sponsor, will soon be 
enacted and will help protect 
New York City residents against 
the violation of their basic civil 
right and liberties. It will estab-
lish an independent inspector 
general to oversee the use of 
Stop and Frisk and enable resi-
dents to have violations of Stop 
and Frisk heard in a court of 
law. Protecting the rights and 
liberties of all New Yorkers 
is what the two-year fight to 
pass the Community Safety Act 
(CSA) was all about.

It is disheartening that 
opponents of reforming Stop 
and Frisk, including opponents 
of the Community Safety Act, 
continue to hold the people 
of New York City in a state of 
confusion. The chilling effect 
on the brave members of the 
NYPD that the City’s attor-
ney spoke about in this case is 
being caused by the City’s and 
police union’s continued suits 
and deliberate misinformation 
still being purposefully fed to 
union members, information 
that cannot be supported by 
the judge’s orders or the lan-
guage in the CSA.

Just two days ago, Com-
missioner Kelly was unable to 
deliver a speech to students 
at Brown University. Students 
protested the New York Police 
Department’s (NYPD) abuse of 
Stop and Frisk, and the bias-
based profiling that the depart-

ment’s approach leads to. The 
damage being done to the 
image and brand of the Mayor, 
the Commissioner and New 
York City by refusing to even 
acknowledge that these prac-
tices lead to profiling is only 
getting worse. What’s more 
is that the Mayor and Police 
Commissioner are lessening 
the chance of leaving behind a 
legacy that remembers many of 
their positive accomplishments 
by continuing to oppose these 
reasonable reforms, and hold-
ing the people of New York in a 
perpetual state of confusion.

This stay represents yet 
another chapter in the long, his-
toric struggle for civil rights in 
this nation, and no rights have 
been won overnight. Instead of 
continuing to fight to protect 
a practice which has violated 
the civil liberties of hundreds 
of thousands of New York City 
residents, many of them black 
and Latino, the Mayor, along 
with the Patrolmen’s Benevo-
lent Association’s (PBA) and the 
Sergeant Benevolent Associa-
tion’s (SBA) join me in moving 
the conversation of safer streets 
and better policing forward by 
dropping these lawsuits and 
unifying New York City. No 
matter how long this fight lasts, 
it is a fight worth winning, and 
a fight that we will win.

American history is replete 
with instances where well-
meaning individuals ended up 
on the wrong side of a civil 
rights issue. I am prayerful 
that this administration and 
the respective union leaders 
will at long last, to paraphrase 
Dr. King, acknowledge that the 
moral arc of our City is bending 
toward justice.”

Jumaane D. Williams, City 
Council  Member D-Brooklyn

By Kathleen Sebelius
There has been a lot of confu-
sion about some recent notices 
to consumers from insurance 
companies that sell coverage in 
the individual insurance mar-
ket, and I’d like to clear up the 
facts.  

Today, more than 3 out of 
every 4 Americans get insur-
ance from an employer, Medi-
care, Medicaid, or the Veterans 
Benefits Administration.  Ameri-
cans who purchase insurance on 
their own, however, generally 
buy coverage in the individual 
insurance market.   

Before the Affordable Care 
Act, coverage in the individual 
market often was unaffordable, 
had high co-pays or deducti-
bles, or lacked basic benefits like 
maternity care, mental health 
services, and prescription drug 
coverage. These plans also had 
high turnover rates, and often 
were not renewed at the end of 
a plan year. One study showed 
that more than half of enroll-
ees in the individual market left 
their plan within a year.   

The health care law is creat-
ing new protections for people in 
the individual market, as well as 
strengthening employer-based 
coverage.  In the Health Insur-
ance Marketplace, consumers 
will no longer be charged more 
because of gender or a pre-exist-
ing condition, recommended 
preventive services will be cov-
ered with no additional out of 
pocket cost, there will be caps 
on out of pocket costs, and plans 

will have to offer a basic pack-
age of 10 categories of essential 
health benefits.    

Some insurance companies 
that sell products in the individ-
ual market are making chang-
es to their plans. Plans that 
were in place before the Afford-
able Care Act passed, and that 
essentially have not changed - 
that is benefits have not been 
cut or additional costs imposed 
on consumers - are exempt or 
“grandfathered” out of these 
basic requirements that ensure 
quality coverage. Those grandfa-
thered plans can stay the same. 
Nothing has changed this fact, 
and that coverage can contin-
ue into 2014, so long as both 
the insurance company and the 
consumer agree that it will con-
tinue. 

Some of less than 5 percent 
of Americans who currently 
get insurance on the individual 
insurance market have recent-
ly received notices from their 
insurance companies suggest-
ing their plans may no longer 
exist. These Americans have a 
choice – they can choose a plan 
being offered by their insurer, or 
they can shop for coverage in the 
Marketplace. As insurers have 
made clear – they aren’t drop-
ping consumers; they’re improv-
ing their coverage options, often 
offering plans that are more 
affordable.  

Today, consumers have a 
choice of an average of 53 quali-
fied health plans in the states 
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By the time this is being read, 
New York’s voters would have done 
their civic duty and, unless all the 
pollsters for the mayoral race came 
out of the 2012 Romney camp, 
Bill De Blasio would have been 
elected the next mayor.  It obviously 
requires no great leap of faith, even 
before the voting, to direct to De 
Blasio, as incoming mayor, a few 
primarily quality-of-life concerns 
that, though not markedly dimin-
ishing the city’s cachet would, if 
addressed, fill us with that wee bit 
greater pride in this place we love.

One of our beefs had a fatefully 
dramatic prelude a few weeks ago, 
that being the absolute horror that 
unfolded on the West Side Highway 
involving some motor cycle riders. 
It was, Mr. Mayor, somewhat of a 
blessing in disguise that we were 
presented with this opportunity to 
lower the boom, within the con-
fines of the city, on the kind of 
“stone age” behavior some bikers 
have shown themselves capable of. 
Make no mistake; that tendency 
to chest-thumping excess is not 
activity restricted only to major 
roadways on the outskirts.

We think, Mr. Mayor, that there 
is justifiable need for a law being 
put on the books, which imposes 

strict limits on what’s permissi-
ble for motor cycle riders in New 
York. And we wouldn’t mind at all 
if the curbs included one on the 
ear-splitting blasts produced when 
bikers “rev up” engines, seem-
ingly for no other reason than 
announcing a conspicuous pres-
ence. This puerile ritual projects 
bravado, blares “untouchable.” As 
was admirably enacted in the city 
with respect to availability and 
possession of firearms (thank you, 
Mayor Bloomberg), the biker cul-
ture should be made to deal with 
a zero-tolerance monitoring of its 
conduct on our roads.

There are millions of fans of 
motor cycles, we know, and that’s 
fine. Our problem is with the tran-
sitioning to some “other” self that 
evidently overtakes many bikers, 
as best we can tell, especially when 
clustered in gangs, clubs, what-
have-you. It must be that the “Wyatt 
Earp Syndrome,” as a “Police Story” 
episode on TV years ago aptly 
labeled it, or some variation thereof, 
kicks in once all the “road warrior” 
trappings are in place. Whereupon 
law-and-order boundaries become 
much less defined and outrageous 
happenings are the likely upshot. 
The fact that video of the West Side 

Highway fracas got quickly posted 
on the net, courtesy one of the bik-
ers, probably gives as strong a sense 
as we could have of a beyond-the-
law mentality seeping into the psy-
che of clustered bikers. All of which 
makes the case for our nominating 
Mayor De Blasio as chief advocate 
for changing the city’s biker ground 
rules. 

Staying on the road-menace 
front, we think there’s a high-
decibel problem in the city, certain 
areas notoriously so, that should 
be looked into, lest it becomes 
well-nigh unbearable. There sup-
posedly are noise pollution guide-
lines in existence but we frankly 
often have cause to wonder how 
well are they enforced. We wel-
come the reassuring presence of 
first responders’ sirens – police, 
fire, ambulance and the rest. But 
we definitely have an issue with 
those who add unnecessarily to 
the noise levels…like the jokers 
who think playing music for an 

entire neighborhood from their 
vehicle as they ride around, is 
cool. We feel confident in sug-
gesting that the folks guilty of 
this practice aren’t of the ration-
al-dialogue ilk. Only serious law 
enforcement measures will get 
this selfish abuse under control. 
Another zero-tolerance situation, 
for sure.

Mr. Mayor, while we generally 
appreciate the solid job done by 
the New York City police and the 
direction it’s been given by Com-
missioner Ray Kelly, we are in 
total agreement with your take, 
that a new commissioner should 
be installed. As good as he has 
been, Kelly can’t be serious when 
denying that there’s been racial 
profiling in the execution of the 
“stop and frisk” policy. Look, we’re 
not going to suddenly put on 
blinders here. And it would neces-
sitate a certain retreat from reality 
to refute that crime in the black 
and brown communities contrib-
utes substantially to the city’s 
overall statistics. If preventive 
measures have been introduced, 
which have been effective in stem-
ming the tide a bit, the black and 
brown communities, where are to 
be found so many victims of anti-

social behavior, willingly join in 
applauding those tactics. 

Because a program has in large 
part delivered on its stated objec-
tives doesn’t negate that there 
could also be much about it that’s 
none too wholesome. Kelly and 
Mayor Bloomberg appear to be so 
fixated on what “stop and frisk” has 
done that is positive, their arbitrary 
rejection of there legitimately being 
another side of that coin extends 
even to the ludicrous statement that 
the racial profiling claim is without 
merit. What’s required of you and 
your new commissioner, Mr. Mayor, 
is balance. We’ll be all the better for 
your ability to acknowledge failings, 
even alongside what looks to be a 
success.

And that’s why so many people 
were apparently caught up in the 
buoyancy that fueled your cam-
paign. The recurring theme of 
making sure “everyone has a shot” 
may not in fact come to be, after 
the real deal is well under way. But 
there was no denying the spirit-
lifting potential of your appeal. 
We’re betting it did wonders for 
the underdog in this town who, 
with good reason, thinks he’s been 
pretty much hung out to dry for a 
while now.

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Some bothersome irritants for Hizzoner’s attention

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 

(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Tyler Kord, Prospect Heights
“I love the Nets!”
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By Thalif Deen and Patrick 
Saint-Pre

UNITED NATIONS/
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Oct 31, 
2013 (IPS) - Some 2,400 
kilometres from New York 
City, where victims of Haiti’s 
cholera epidemic are suing 
the United Nations in a U.S. 
federal court, the disease 
continues to burn through 
the populace with no end in 
sight.

In a single week between 
Oct. 19 and Oct. 26, the Pan-

American Health Organi-
sation reported 1,512 new 
cases and 31 deaths. New 
cases are reported in all 10 
departments.

“It is clear that damage 
has been caused, the neg-
ligence of the U.N. is prov-
en and it must assume its 
responsibilities.” -- Mario 
Joseph of BAI

At the Cholera Treatment 
Centre run by Médecins Sans 
Frontières/Doctors Without 
Borders in Delmas 33, a 

commune in Port-au-Prince 
Arrondissement, nurse Viola 
Augustine says the clinic is 
so packed it cannot accept 
new patients.

“The centre has already 
handled over 20,000 cases 
of cholera since it opened. 
At the moment, the centre 
is full and we cannot take in 
the increase of patients due 
to the rainy season,” she told 
IPS. “We are forced, in this 
case, to transfer patients to 
other treatment centres when 

they are brought here.”
The spread of cholera in 

Haiti, which has killed more 
than 8,300 and infected over 
680,000 people since October 
2010, has been blamed on 
Nepali peacekeepers who are 
part of the 9,500-strong U.N. 
Stabilisation Mission in Haiti 
(MINUSTAH).

The United Nations has 
refused demands for compen-
sation. Earlier this month, an 
advocacy group filed a lawsuit 
seeking reparations from the 

In Haiti, cholera claims new victims daily

Contact BEOC 
at 

718-802-3330 

or 

admissions@beoc.cuny.edu
111 Livingston Street

Brooklyn, New York 11201
(entrance on Boerum Place)

ADMINISTERED BY NYCCT

There’s a GED Diploma with 
Your Name on it!!

State University of New York

Brooklyn Educational 
Opportunity Center

Administered by the New York 
City College of Technology 
(CUNY)

Our GED Preparation 
Makes The Difference!

Programs Also Available 

For Those With GED Or High 

School Diploma:

 Medical Assisting
 Medical e-Records
 Hospitality Management
 College Prep

We handle all freight no matter how big or small 
or where you need to move it.

We pick up 7 days from 6am to 8pm.
Our staff are comitted to providing our customers 

exceptional service for all your shipping needs.

Now Expanding into Tri-State

 We provide fast, reliable and easy process.
CALL US NOW 888-752-5551

Fully Licensed and bonded

SHIP NOW TO YOUR LOVE ONES 
TO THE CARIBBEAN AND LATIN 

AMERICA TO ARRIVE / DELIVER FOR 
THE HOLIDAY SEASON.

Banacle Enterprise LLC.

world body on behalf of the 
cholera victims.

Felicia Paul, 45, lives in 
Saint-Marc, about 100 kms 
northwest of the capital. She 
caught cholera in 2010, and 
survived it though exten-
sive treatment with saline 
IV bags.

“I was infected with chol-
era for 12 days,” Paul told IPS. 
“My two daughters caught it 
while they were taking care 
of me. MINUSTAH brought 
cholera so we ask that they 
compensate me. We always 
drank water out of the river 
and it never made us ill. But 
that water has been contami-
nated due the spillage of the 
peacekeeper’s feces into the 
river.

“I still feel the effects of 
the disease,” she added. “It 
blurs my vision and weakens 
me every day.”

A former senior U.N. offi-
cial from Nepal told IPS he 
strongly supports compen-
sation.

“As a Nepali who lived in 
and loved Haiti, I feel special 
empathy for the victims of 
the cholera epidemic,” said 
former U.N. Assistant Secre-
tary-General Kul Gautam.

In a way, he said, even the 
Nepali peacekeepers are vic-
tims of the kind of poverty 
and poor governance that 
afflicts both Nepal and Haiti. 
The two nations are catego-
rised by the United Nations 
as among the 49 least devel-

oped countries (LDCs), 
described as the poorest of 
the world’s poor.

None dispute that the lack 
of clean water and sanitation 
in Haiti has been a key driver 
of the epidemic.

“I wish a creative solu-
tion could be found whereby 
the Haitian victims would 
get some modest amount of 
financial support on human-
itarian grounds, without the 
U.N. having to give up its 
diplomatic immunity,” Gau-
tam said.

“For this to happen, some 
enlightened governments 
and foundations would need 
to offer help, not as a mat-
ter of legal obligation, but 
as a matter of humanitarian 
consideration,” said Gautam, 
a former deputy executive 
director of the U.N. children’s 
agency UNICEF.

Mario Joseph has been the 
director of Bureau des Avocats 
Internationaux (BAI) since its 
inception in 1995. BAI, togeth-
er with the Institute for Justice 
and Democracy in Haiti, is 
leading the lawsuit.

“The trial is proceed-
ing normally like any other 
trial,” he told IPS. “We’ve 
taken the first steps with the 
U.N. to bring them to take 
responsibility. To submit our 
claim, we sent the case to 
[Secretary-General] Ban Ki-
moon, but unfortunately, the 
U.N. said it was protected by 
immunity.
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Grenadines Police Force and 
retired staff analyst with the 
Bureau of Vital Statistics 
in New York City’s Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene – will leave their six 
children in New York. 

Their eldest son, Nelvern, 
will take over the leadership 
of the ministry in New York 
when they depart. 

Pastor Samuel, who was 

also a soccer coach in the 
Central Brooklyn Soccer 
League and the Spanish Soc-
cer Leagues in New York, 
during the 1980s and 1990s, 
plans, along with his wife, to 
assist the youth in the Buc-
cament Valley area “holisti-
cally – spiritually, education-
ally, emotionally, socially and 
physically.” 

He said they have already 
organized an all-male soccer 
team, Dunamis, which has 35 
members, and plan to form a 
female soccer team soon. 

In 1986, Rev. Samuel 
founded Love Tabernacle 
Fellowship International, 
Inc., and served as the pas-
tor, while owning a truck-
ing business, working in Loss 
Prevention and pursuing fur-
ther education.

Rev. Samuel holds a bach-
elor’s degree in psychology 
from the College of New 
Rochelle, New York and a 
Master of Science degree in 
education from Brooklyn 
College, City University of 
New York.

To shop, compare and enroll, 
go to nystateofhealth.ny.gov 

or call 1-855-355-5777. 
Today’s the day. 

Because today’s the day all New Yorkers have access to low-cost,  
quality health plans they can afford. Introducing New York’s official  
health plan marketplace, New York State of Health. It’s your place  
to find a low-cost, quality health plan that’s right for you. And it’s  
the only place you can receive financial assistance based on your  
income, to lower your costs even more.

Today’s 
the 
day
You don’t have to wonder if you 

can afford a quality health plan.

©2013 NY State of Health

OP-EDS

where the federal govern-
ment runs the Marketplace, 
including those in which it 
does so in partnership with 
states. Nearly all consum-
ers live in states with aver-
age premiums below earlier 
estimates. Moreover, half 
of the people in the indi-
vidual market today qualify 
for lower costs on monthly 

premiums when signing up 
for coverage through the 
Marketplace.  

While the product is 
good, there is no denying 
the online experience on 
HealthCare.gov must be 
improved. We will not stop 
improving the site until 
every American that wants 
it has access to quality, 
affordable coverage. 

Importantly, while the 

team is improving the site, 
we have opened up new 
pathways for consumers to 
apply for coverage through 
the Marketplace. There are 
four basic ways to apply for 
coverage. Sign up by Dec. 
15 for coverage that starts 
Jan. 1, 2014. Enrollment 
stays open until March 31.

The author is the US Sec-
retary of Health and Human 
Services

Continued from page 10 
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Delva, who heads SOS Journalistes.
Recently, the screws of Metelus, vehi-

cle’s wheels were released, apparently 
with the intension to kill him through a 
provoked accident. 

According to the Justice Ministry, the 
incriminated sector, that has not been 
clearly identified, would have hired two 
motorcyclists and paid them thousands of 
dollars to execute the evil plan. 

SOS Journalistes has called for a thor-
ough investigation into the issue in order 
to identify, prosecute and punish plotters 
and their accomplices. 

Suriname
The Assistant Secretary General of the 

Organization of American States (OAS), 
Albert Ramdin said new 
levels of growth in the 
Caribbean will depend 
largely on the ability of 
governments to factor 
changes in innovation, technology, edu-
cation, research and development into 
national development agendas.

He said so during a trip that included 
visits to member states T&T and Suri-
name.

In Trinidad and Tobago, Ramdin signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with 
Minister of Education Dr. Tim Gopeesi-
ngh, for the country to host the Virtual 
Education Forum in early 2014. 

The event will bring together thousands 
of educators and technology experts from 
around the world. 

“This is a platform that has the poten-
tial to change the way we look at educa-
tion; the way we teach, the way we learn, 
as well as our ability and our children’s 
ability to absorb information,” said the 
senior OAS official.

Trinidad
Former Trinidad and Tobago Prime 

Minister Patrick Manning said he is now 
finished with electoral politics.

Manning, who is the current Mem-
ber of Parliament for San 
Fernando East said when 
he finishes his term of 
office (2015) “I am going 
to ride off into the sun-
set.”

He is currently on sick leave after suf-
fering a debilitating stroke on Jan. 23, 
2011 and has not been to Parliament 
since then.

Manning was prime minister when 
he called a snap election in May 2010, 
which resulted in a heavy defeat of his 
PNM party to the People’s Partnership 
(PP) party.

He served two five-year terms as prime 
minister and was half way through in his 
third term when he called an early elec-
tion. He also served as opposition leader.

 Compiled by Azad Ali

Continued from page 4 
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When you love what you do, you 
never work a day in your life.

This is the philosophy of Bonnii 
Gargano of Bonnii’s Dance Show-
case.

For decades, she has devoted 
her life to the art of dance, cultivat-
ing the talents of students who at-
tend her school.  

Here, they learn ballet, tap, jazz, 
and hop hop. 

“We develop beautiful dancers,” 
she says.

More than this, the school 
teaches etiquette, emphasizing val-
ues such as the importance of being 
on time, dressing appropriately, 
and maintaining a neat working 
environment. Students are re-
quired to adhere to dress codes. 

The school was established 
about 40 years ago, and students 
have gone on to appear on Broad-
way, dance at the Apollo Theater, 
work on television, and in commer-
cials. Currently, one of the students 
is appearing in “The Lion King” 
on Broadway, playing the role of a 
young Nala. 

Other students have been ac-

cepted into prestigious programs 
at the LaGuardia High School of 
Performing Arts and Mark Twain 
Middle School. 

“Ms. Bonnii” — the name she 
prefers to use, as it is how students 
address her — happens to be a 
graduate of LaGuardia, and earned 
a top dance award when she gradu-
ated. She’s been dancing since she 
was 7 years old, and appeared reg-
ularly as a dancer on several vari-
ety shows. She made it to Carnegie 
Hall, where she performed accom-
panied by the New York Philhar-
monic Orchestra, under the direc-
tion of Leonard Bernstein. She’s 
also worked as a model. 

Her dance school partner, Cath-
erine Consalvas, has studied dance 
with Frank Hatchett, Phil Black, 
Charles Kelley, Ben Bagby, Brenda 
Buffalino, and other notable teach-
ers. 

Both women encourage their 
students to follow their dreams, 
and take pride in their accomplish-
ments. The school accepts students 
as young 2 years old. Adults are 
can attend classes as well. Both 
boys, girls, men, and women are 

welcome.
Ms. Bonnii is proud that she 

has now taught generations of stu-
dents. She’s taught the children 
and grandchildren of some of her 
students. She has two children of 
her own, as well as five grandchil-
dren, and says, “dance is a big part 
of all of our lives.” 

Ms. Bonnii has undergone ex-
tensive ballet training, and she 
brings these skills to her school. 

“Ballet training is a must for 
the proper development of any form 
of dance,” she says. She recom-
mends students begin ballet train-
ing at around the age of 6, “when 

the bones and muscles are mature 
enough for technical work.”

For those younger than that, 
there’s pre-ballet, an introductory 
program. 

“It will nurture the dreams of 
the starry-eyed young dancer,” 
says Ms. Bonnii. “The dancer will 
experience the wonderful feeling 
of controlled movement through 
space.”

For adult students, there’s jazz 
classes, a wonderful way to keep fit 
and toned. 

“Although your mind is active 
all day, your body may not be,” says 
Ms. Bonnii. “Inactivity leads to 

weight gain and the loss of muscle 
tone.” 

Information on registration, 
classes, and schedules can be found 
at the website.

Bonnii’s Dance Showcase [1567 
Ralph Ave. between Farragut 
Road and Foster Avenue in Ca-
narsie, (718) 251–2224, www.bon-
niisdanceshowcase.com]. Classes 
are held Thursdays and Fridays, 
from 4:30 to 10 pm; Saturdays and 
Sundays, from 9 am to 8 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Learn the art of dance at Bonnii’s Dance Showcase

Zhanna Tsukerman, MD
We are here to give You Personalized Care

T: 718.484.7040 718.484.7119
E-Mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.DoctorTsukerman.com

New Internal Medicine Doctor Now In Your Area
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KITCHEN CABINETS, FLOORING,
BATH VANITIES, FAUCETS,

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DOORS,
LOCKS AND MUCH MORE

FREE KITCHEN LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN WITH PURCHASE

oak, any size

$159.99

primed
starting at 

$39.99
pine, starting at

 $69.99
pine, starting at 

$89.99$499.99 $499.99 $499.99 $499.99
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Let Us Fight For You To Get The Money You Deserve. 

If You Have Been Hurt In An Accident, 
You May Be Entitled To Compensation.

JEROME NEUMAN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

3917-14th

Avalaible for Other Legal Services Including: Wills, Foreclosures, Real Estate 
Closings, Business Transactions, Employment Discrimination, Disability Benefi ts

Join the Grammy® Award-Winning
Brooklyn Youth Chorus!

Does your child love to sing? Are you looking for a fun after school activity for your 
child between the ages of 7-12? 

Come hear our chorus in action and see what the buzz is all about! The Brooklyn 
Youth Chorus Academy is hosting a special open house on:

Saturday, November 23 at 11:30 AM 
179 Pacific Street in Brooklyn

Space is limited; please RSVP at 718-243-9447 or email 
mtufail@byca.org by Tuesday, November 19. Enjoy the music and stay for 
snacks!

www.byca.org
Follow us on Twitter @BYChorus
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Call us Toll Free at:
1-855-OK-ALPHA  (1-855-652-5742)  TTY: 711

8 AM to 8 PM, 7 days a week

Members may receive up to

per year in OTC benefits
(over-the-counter benefits)

$600.00*

*Based on the plan of enrollment, you may use up to $30 or $50 a month.
AlphaCare of New York is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in AlphaCare of New 
York depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a 
complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network and copayments may change on 
January 1 of each year. This is an advertisement. 

Find out if you qualify for Medicare approved over-the-counter (OTC) benefits. 
AlphaCare of New York offers Medicare Advantage plans with additional benefits. 
Our members may receive up to $600.00* per year in OTC benefits. AlphaCare 
members receive a pre-paid OTC card upon enrollment to use at participating 
retailers to purchase eligible OTC products.

H9122_OTCAD123D100313

$0 to $600 in 60 Seconds*

M

p
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WE SPECIALIZE IN 
GUYANA GOLD NEED FAST 

CA$H?
For Any Reason

1930 Church Avenue (Corner of Ocean ave) Brooklyn, NY 11226h hCChhh h kkklh hhh h kkkl
SUNSHINE JEWELRY & PAWN SHOP

CALL US NOW! 718-282-8883

Free WATCH 

with every 

pawn or 

purchase!

HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR 
GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER, 

JEWELRY & WATCHES 

BRING US YOUR SCRAP 
GOLD AND WE WILL 
DESIGN JEWELRY OF 

YOUR CHOICE

Continued from page 20 
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This space provided as a public service.  © 1999, American Heart Association

Think of each beat as your heart’s way of cheering you on for staying physically

active.  Want a standing ovation?  Try keeping your diet low in cholesterol and 

saturated fat too.  To learn about other steps you can take toward lowering 

your risk of heart attack and stroke, visit our

web site at www.americanheart.org 

or call us at 1-800-AHA-USA1.

You know that noise
your heart makes

when you work out?
IT’S CALLED APPLAUSE.
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Global cargo trans-
portation provider Amer-
ijet International, Inc. is 
partnering with Samari-
tan’s Purse by packing 
gift-filled shoeboxes 
for Operation Christ-
mas Child. Since 1993, 
Samaritan’s Purse has 
been providing shoebox 
gifts to more than 100 
million children in over 
130 countries. Ameri-
jet’s shoeboxes of hope 
are a unique opportunity 
for its family of employ-
ees and agents to come 
together and experience 
the great joy of providing 
toys, school supplies and 
other gifts for children 
this Christmas.

More than 250 Ameri-
jet employees and agents 
from all over the world 
including Asia, Europe, 
the Middle East, the 
United States, the Carib-
bean, Mexico, South and 
Central America will be 
coming to South Florida 
on Nov. 12 to partici-
pate in the gift packing 
event. They’ll be filling 
the shoeboxes with fun 
as well as much needed 
gifts for boys or girls, 
then labeling, wrapping 
and preparing the pack-
ages for shipping. Amer-
ijet will donate and build 
several thousand Opera-
tion Christmas Child 
shoeboxes. For many 
children, the shoebox 

gift will be the first gift 
they have ever received, 
with these gifts and a 
message of hope; chil-
dren learn they are loved 
and not forgotten.

“It’s a privilege for 
Amerijet to be partner-
ing with Samaritan’s 
Purse for Operation 
Christmas Child this 
year,” said David Bas-
sett, founder and CEO 
of Amerijet. “We have a 
highly motivated team 
of participants, many of 
whom are flying in from 
far and wide, eager to 
make this exciting event 
a huge success on behalf 
of children around the 
globe.”  

“Operation Christmas 
Child is a great way for 
companies to give back 
to the communities they 
interact with, both in 
the United States and 
internationally,” said 
Donna Pierce, who leads 
the organization’s pro-
gram activities in south-
east Florida. “We are so 
excited about this part-
nership with Amerijet 
because not only will 
their 3,000 shoebox gifts 
bless children worldwide 
this year, but we are 
confident that our paths 
will continue to cross as 
both organizations work 
to ship precious cargo 
internationally on a daily 
basis.”

By Vinette K. Pryce
For the second time in 

a week, the Jamaican gov-
ernment was rebuked for 
impeding investment in 
the nation with a prepon-
derance of red-tape and 
bureaucracy.

The latest slap to the 
nation’s mode of operation 
came from billionaire inves-
tor Miguel Fluxa Rossello, 
executive chairman, Grupo 
Iberostar, a five-star hotel 
chain boasting 100 hotels in 
16 countries.

Named the recipient of 
the Hummingbird Award 
for international philan-
thropy, the businessman 
flew directly from Mallorca, 
Spain with his two daugh-
ters to accept the honor 
which was presented at the 
St. Regis Hotel.

“I was in love immediate-
ly with Jamaica,” the mogul 
said, “but Jamaica has…
much bureaucracy.”

As chairman of the Span-
ish company that employs 
more than 23,000 employ-
ees and particularly head of 
Iberostar Grand Rose Hall 
in Montego Bay, Rossello 
spoke from the perspective 
of a frustrated investor.

He endeared change that 
could benefit employees of 
the 189 suite resort which 
offers luxury vacations -- 
sea and garden views and 
two presidential suites. It is 
understood that one month 
after Michael Jackson died, 
his brother Tito sought 
comfort at the Jamaica loca-

tion.
The five-star resort is 

said to be equipped with 
king-sized beds, European 
linens, sheet menu, marble 
bathrooms with hydromas-
sage bath, coffeemakers, 
security safe deposit boxes, 
satellite TVs, DVD players, 
iPod/MP3 docking stations, 
high speed internet access, 
fully-stocked mini bars and 
butlers. Perhaps, if change 
comes from the Jamaican 
government Rossello might 
consider as many resorts in 
Jamaica as he now oversees 
in the Dominican Republic. 

The gala affair hosted by 
the American Friends of 
Jamaica, a 32-year philan-
thropic organization pri-
mary comprised of foreign-
ers devoted to Jamaica, the 
Spanish hotelier said “too 
much bureaucracy” plagues 
business there.

In the presence of former 
U.S. ambassadors to the 
island, former Minister of 
Tourism Ed Bartlett, Con-
sul General Herman Lam-
ont, numerous investors, 
sponsors, donors, benefac-
tors and patrons the Span-
ish investor diplomatically 

emphasized his message.
Last year, AFJ received 

more than a quarter mil-
lion dollars in grants. 
The exact figure reported 
is $275, 771.75 of which 
$156,821.75 were disbursed 
to 27 needy outlets on the 
island. Restricted donations 
accounted for $18,950 of the 
2013 budget.

Earlier in the week, 
former Prime Minister 
Bruce Golding detailed 
the very same obstacle to 
investors saying “too much 
red-tape” impeded foreign 
investment opportunities.

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Winsome Charlton with honoree Miguel Fluxa Rossello. Photo by Vinette K. Pryce

Spanish hotel mogul chides 
Jamaica’s red-tape

Amerijet fills 
shoeboxes with 
Christmas gifts

Start a Business in 
New York — Resources 
for New York Small 
Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/
careersjobs/a/nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on 
starting a business in New 
York City. Get information on 
New York business licenses 

and incorporation, free NYC 
resources for starting a 
business. 

Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.
com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/
NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy 

Bills and Compare Rates. Get a 
Quote Now!

NYC Small Business 
Resource Center | 
The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business 
Services - Empire State 
Development New York

www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.
html

Small Business - 
Business First - New 
York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/Resource-
Center/SmallBizMenu.html
2013 New York, 
NY Small Business 
Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/

files/resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: 
Internet Bibliographies: 
New York State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/
busref.htm
Selected business-related web 
sites compiled by staff at the 
New York State Library for use 
in response to reference ques-
tions.

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES



Page 23 • Caribbean Life • Nov. 8–14, 2013

B

Q

Primary
Health Care Center, LLC
718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711

Diagnositc and Treatment Center 
NYS Article 28 Facility 

DERMATOLOGY 
Full Spectrum Skincare 
for Adults and Children
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Much has been writ-
ten about the Harlem con-
nection between Jamaica’s 
national hero Marcus Mosiah 
Garvey and his global reach 
throughout the world. 

With a mission of “One 
Aim, One God, One Destiny,” 
it was in the Black mecca of 
Manhattan Garvey mobilized 
millions to join his Universal 
Negro Improvement Associa-
tion (UNIA).

However, recently at 
Medgar Evers College, the 
Pan-African proponent’s 
influence in Brooklyn over-
shadowed much of a discus-
sion which defined his mis-
sion to empowering a diaspo-
ra steeped in assimilation of 
white American traditions.

“Garvey walked the streets 
of Brooklyn,” Waldaba Stew-
art, former New York State 
senator and current sen-
ior fellow at the Caribbean 
Research Center said.

“There was a Brooklyn 
chapter of the UNIA and he 
was very active here,” Stew-
art added.

In addition to explain-
ing the aim and purpose 

of Garvey’s Back-to-Afri-
ca movement formed as 
UNIA; its global member-
ship throughout the United 
States, South and Central 
America – especially in Bra-
zil – and although he never 
set foot in the state of Arkan-
sas had 45 chapters of his 
organization there and other 
aspects of the immigrant’s 
pioneering achievement 
Garvey’s forward-thinking 
contribution were recalled.

Following a film screening 
of the documentary “Marcus 
Garvey: A Giant In Black Poli-
tics” Stewart along with state 
committeeman Cory Provost 
and Garvey’s younger of two 
sons Dr. Julius Garvey made 
comments.

Born in Jamaica, Dr. 
Garvey explained his memo-
ries of the iconic individual 
he knew as a father. Although 
the publisher, businessman 

and national hero departed 
by the time he was eight 
years old he said he knew 
from his mother’s teachings 
and guidance from his elder 
brother Marcus Jr. that his 
dad was unique.

After recounting his par-
ent’s life in England and 
later Jamaica, an 11-year-
old charter school student 
approached the microphone 
to ask “why Jamaicans did 
not accept Garvey’s message 
when he returned there?”

It is a question many 
Jamaicans still ponder and 
one which might be regard-
ed with recompense since 
naming Garvey with honor 
after achieving independ-
ence from Britain with the 
nation’s highest title of first 
national hero.

A woman in the audience 
who identified herself as 
Samms, said her family were 

neighbors to the Garveys 
when they lived at Jacques 
Road in Kingston. 

Dr. Garvey seemed sur-
prised and happy to see his 
long-time Jamaican neigh-
bor in the borough.

More than anything else, 
Brooklyn residents seemed 
particular excited to see the 
offspring of “such a great 
man.”

“I am surprised that so 
many people do not know Dr. 
Garvey because he is always 
in the community,” Vena 
Baker, a Bronx resident said.

“You know him because 
you are community-mind-
ed, conscious and probably 
a true Garveyite,” Winsome 
Charlton, a visitor from West 
Palm Beach, Florida said.

The film was shown as 
part of the “On A Mission: 
Maroon To Rasta” Film series 
presentation by the Carib-
bean cultural Theatre.

MARLEY AMONG 
TOP FIVE DEAD 
CELEBRITY MONEY 
EARNERS

There is something to be 

said for the claim that dying 
is sometimes financially 
better for some. At least for 
acclaimed kings, a recent 
report confirms that three 
music royals made the top 
five highest earning list in 
2012. 

From the latest report 
from Forbes Magazine, bill 
collectors owed by the king 
of pop, Michael Jackson are 
now paid in full after his 
death and last year’s wind-fall 
from his earnings. The enter-
tainer who in latter years was 
dogged by reports of being 
broke topped their list of top-
earning dead celebrities.

According to the latest list 
from the respected financial 
publication, Jackson’s earn-
ing amounted to well over 
$160 million.

Behind him, the king of 
rock & roll, Elvis Presley tal-
lied $55 million.

The King of reggae took 
third place with an irie $17 
million.

The king of Broadway 
musicals – Richard Rodgers 
boosted his already bulging 
solo profits and with collab-

orations with Lorenz Hart 
edged into the coveted posi-
tion.

Two British music royals – 
former Beatles’ John Lennon 
and George Lennon rounded 
out the top five accounting 
for sales from 63 million 
Beatles’ albums in the US 
alone. 

Ironically, further down 
the list, the king of hip-hop, 
Tupac Shakur and pop prin-
cess Whitney Houston com-
prise the buried achievers.  

According to Forbes Maga-
zine, “The iconic reggae sing-
er might find it strange that 
his name has become part of 
a capitalist enterprise.”

 In addition Rollingstone 
Magazine reported that 
“along with the 75 million 
albums the reggae legend has 
sold over the past 20 years, 
Marley’s estate has diversi-
fied with the launch of the 
Marley Beverage company 
and House of Marley, which 
makes eco-friendly audio and 
lifestyle products. “

Marley died from cancer 
May 11, 1981 at age 36.

Catch You On The Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

In Brooklyn, Garvey Jr. echoes ‘Aim’ of his dad
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FOR MORE ENTERTAINMENT, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

The thin line between 
joy and pain will be glori-
ously erased in an explo-
sion of laughter on Nov. 16 
at 8:00 p.m. and Nov. 17 
at 6:00 p.m., when “Moth-
er-in-Law,” a comedy by 
Nandi Keyi, starring Susan 
Kennedy comes to the stage 
of Mahalia Jackson Campus, 
790 East New York Ave., in 
Brooklyn, New York.

Produced by Keyi’s Theater 
People and Kennedy’s Power 
by Passion Promotions, 
“Mother-in-Law,” directed 
by E. Wayne McDonald is 

By Tangerine Clarke
One year ago, Hurri-

cane Sandy washed away 
a Far Rockaway showroom 
of well-crafted dancehall 
attire, and expensive sewing 
equipment, once owned by 
Brooklyn Fashion Designer 
Horace “Goldteeth” Carter, 
threatening the livelihood 
of the skilled professional. 

But the verbose coutu-
rier whose out-of-the box, 
wicked clothing - line as 
he calls it, re-emerged in 
two creative, edgy and styl-
ish male and female collec-
tions that wowed a capacity 
audience at Guyana’s recent 
inaugural Fashion Week 
at Rahaman’s Park, on the 
East Coast Demerara.  

The crowd went wild the 
moment models stepped 
on to the runway in sexy 
mini dresses, close-fitting 
gowns, see-through jump-
suits, a bustier, finished 
with a Kankan hemline, 
and many more unorthodox 

designs cut from stretchy 
fabric, lace, and sheer mate-
rial. The all black women’s 
wear was accentuated with 
jewels and elbow-length 
leather cuffs.

The standing ovation was 
a testament to the design-
er’s victorious comeback 
from the hurricane disaster 
he called a blessing in dis-

By Toni Dubois
Fiyah Productions, LLC pre-

mieres its first Dancehall theater 
production “FIYAH!,” in New York 
City at the Roulette Theater in 
Brooklyn, New York on Nov. 8 and 
Nov. 9, 2013.

Jessica Phoenix, founder and lead 
choreographer who created FIYAH 
Productions, in partnership with 
co-choreographers Blacka di Danca 

and Yaminah Legohn, has managed 
to blend and embrace Dancehall cul-
ture through a dynamic showcase of 
Caribbean life, life challenges and 
fun, through reggae dance.

Ms. Phoenix who has been in 
the dance field for quite some time 
has always known that she wanted 
to create and build her voice and 
vision through art. It was in the 
early stages of developing, that she 

landed her first really great chore-
ography job. From there she got the 
confidence to continue to hone her 
craft and work hard to be able to 
receive more amazing opportunities 
such as her first choreography job 
through MTV Networks, a commer-
cial/music video for international 
artist K’Nanna.

Creating FIYAH productions 

Reggae and dance choreography

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26

Clin Hercules, Ronald 
DeSuze and Susan Ken-
nedy in “Mother-in-Law.”

Photo by Khali Keyi

From left, Janell Garvey, Chaka and DaShwan White in “FIYAH!” Photo by UKay Hip Photography

Brooklyn designers 
rock Guyana Fashion

‘Mother-in-law’s 
talented cast

DYNAMIC DYNAMIC 
DANCEHALLDANCEHALL

Creation by Brooklyn 
Designer Horace, “Gold-
teeth,”  Carter. 
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke
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one of the smartest Caribbean 
comedies to hit a Brooklyn stage. 
Fresh of the widely-acclaimed run 
of her musical-play “Flambeaux,” 
at this summer’s Dream-Up Festi-
val in New York, Keyi has amassed 
an outrageously talented cast for 
“Mother-in-Law.” 

“This play represents the resur-
gence and enhancement of Carib-
bean theater in Brooklyn. I know 
that this action-filled storyline will 
leave audiences in stitches,” Keyi 
said.

The drama begins two days 
before the wedding of Petra (Clin 
Hercules) and Philo (Ronald DeS-
uze), young Trinidadian immi-
grants, who live together in a run-
down apartment in Brooklyn. 

Despite their challenges – Petra 
is an undocumented immigrant 
and Philo makes a living singing 
on the subway – they seem con-
tent until Mother-in-Law (Susan 
Kennedy) and her nefarious com-
panion Battica (Marvin George) 
visits and blows tiny cracks in 
their union wide open. As Philo 
weakens, Petra has help (and often 
hindrance) in the form of her 

Jamaican neighbor, Marva (Diane 
Dixon). The rib-tickling first meet-
ing of the five characters provokes 
a downhill spiral as agendas are 
unveiled and lives are altered.

“Mother-in-Law” is superbly 
directed by McDonald, a native 
of Jamaica and long-time Car-
ibbean-American theater profes-
sional. McDonald is noted for his 
understanding of comic language, 
and Caribbean nuance. 

guise. He named his collections 
-“bombastic”.

With 25 years in the fashion 
industry under his belt, Carter 
showed true grit, and credits his 
flow of creative juices for the 
spectacular ready to wear pieces 
that are now available at his 7871 
Flatbush Avenue location.

Inspired by water, with the tag 
lined - “water is life, and fashion 
could only have life if you give 
life to fashion” - GFW attracted 
18 designers from the Caribbean 
region, Suriname, emerging Guy-
anese designers, and Brooklyn-
based Guyanese-American Myrna 
Dale Patterson, whose dream it 
was to display her chic collection 
in her homeland. 

Patterson was inspired by a 
home decor of the black/white 
motif. The fashion expert matched 
a slim white dress with animal 
print etching on the front, with a 
white jacket and knee-high boots. 

The models sashayed in Pat-
terson’s layered mini-skirt and off 
the shoulder top, while a white 
floor-length dress with trumpet 
sleeves, a floor-length navy lace 
piece, a black skirt with frilly 
top, and pantsuits, cemented the 
designer’s methodology.

Another Brooklyn designer just 

off her first New York show, of 
evening wear, felt honored that 
her “Twisted Tradition” collection 
was unveiled to hundreds to close 
GFW.

It is unbelievable, said virtuoso 
Gem Fraser, whose one-of-a-kind 
collection was in keeping with the 
variation of fabrics she effortlessly 
merged for a debonair look. 

The couturier who is in the 
process of creating a new line 
to meet the demands of her 
New York clientele, showed off 
an African print pant with solid 
shirt, floral print gowns, a formal 
sequin look, a silver off-the-shoul-
der gown, and a barrage of outfits, 
many matched with quintessen-
tial headwear.

The four runway shows, cap-
tured the multi-cultural fashion 
frenzy that is taking over Guyana, 
and meshed modern, chic and 
emerging looks that GFW’s CEO 
Sonia Noel wanted to convey to 
the diverse audience.

From young designer Melessa 
Payne’s vintage swimwear collec-
tion that garnered applause, to 
Tracy Douglas’ innovative “Bohe-
mian Rhapsody” tie-dye pieces, 
Paula Evans “Folklore” batik 
design, and teenager Shmeeza 
Subrati’s Indo-Guyanese inspired 
pieces, the event provided a stage 

for visionaries.
Fashionistas, buyers and 

patrons alike, saw creations by 
Natasha David, Chandini Ram-
bazak, Denita Prowell, Nelsion 
Nurse, Juliet Bernard, Paul Bur-
nette, Andy Cumming, Amanda 
Burgess, Brian Williams Tyrone 
Nelson, Tiffany Samson, Sacha 
Castillo, and Mariska Designs by 
Sonia Noel.

 The branding Guyanese style 
event that fused the arts of fash-
ion, food and music, opened with 
a competition that paired design-
ers and chiefs for a cook-off mak-

ing use of local foods during the 
“Cuttin’ Style” segment.

In addition, patrons shopped at 
a jewelry, wine and clothing mar-
ketplace that ran throughout the 
week of the fashion soiree.

Guyana fashion week included 
workshops in Esteem/Confidence 
Building, Hair Art Business of 
Fashion, and a dance and per-
forming arts showcase.

Fly Jamaica -sponsor of the 
Aspiring Designers Showcase, 
presented a return ticket to any 
of its destination, to a lucky audi-
ence member. 

Continued from page 25 

Continued from page 25 

came about naturally as she was 
already working on building a 
great network of talented indi-
viduals who she could call on 
when opportunities came her 
way. In the process of searching 
for talent who could work under 
the FIYAH Production name, 
Phoenix decided for the first 
production of FIYAH Dancehall 
Theater that Blacka Di Danca 
and Yaminah Legohn would be 
co-choreographers for the show. 
She noted that the work of her 
co-choreographers exceeded her 
expectations. That is how FIYAH 
Productions first came about, 
not an agency, not an exclu-
sive dance crew, but an enter-
tainment company that is self-
sufficient in producing its own 
work. As well as, being an enter-
tainment company that can be 
booked for outside work through 
choreography, performance and 
dance instruction. 

When it came to select-
ing dancers for FIYAH, audi-
tions were held at Broadway 
Dance Center. “I reached out 
to all the talented dancers that 

I knew; from street dancers, 
club dancers, to studio danc-
ers, professionals...it was open 
to everyone, regardless of back-
ground to become a part of 
FIYAH! Dancehall Theater,” she 
mentioned. Her choreography 
is inspired by her experiences 
in New York, Jamaica, history, 
daily life, struggles, love and 
more. “It was all put in to hours, 
days and nights of me, Yaminah 
Legohn, and Blacka Di Danca 
coming up with ideas, concepts, 
and feelings and translating the 
emotions into movement for 
performance.”

As a dancer, producer and 
choreographer, it has certainly 
taught her a great deal from 
each area, from starting as a 
dancer years and years ago, to 
continually developing as a cho-
reographer and now a producer. 
“Sometimes people assume that 
if you’re great at one thing, then 
it will translate to the other.....
not always. It takes lots of simi-
lar experiences; however, it 
takes a different skill set to go 
from dancer to choreographer, 
choreographer to producer. 

Continued from page 25 
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Prism
Katy Perry

Pure Heroine
Lorde

Burials
AFI

Suffering From Success
DJ Khaled

20
TLC

Foreword (EP)
Tori Kelly

Bangerz)
Miley Cyrus

Better Together (EP)
Fifth Harmony

Lightning Bolt
Pearl Jam

Nothing Was The Same
Drake

Wake Me Up!
Avicii

Royals
Lorde

Roar
Katy Perry

Hold On, We’re Going Home
Drake Feat. Majid Jordan

Holy Grail
Jay-Z Feat. Justin Timberlake

Wrecking Ball
Miley Cyrus

Applause
Lady Gaga

Blurred Lines
Robin Thicke Feat. T.I. + Pharrell

Safe And Sound
Capital Cities

 Demons
Imagine Dragons 

TOP 10 
SINGLES

TOP 10 
ALBUMS

Brooklyn designer Gem Fraser with Arti Cameron.   
 Photo by Tangerine Clarke

Susan Kennedy and Michael 
George in “Mother-in-Law.” 
 Photo by Khali Keyi

Dancehall ReggaeComedy

Guyanese fashion
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The Armstrong Lie (R for 
profanity) Doping expose’ 
chronicling the rise and fall 
of cycling cheat and cancer 
survivor Lance Armstrong. 
Featuring commentary by 
Frankie Andreu, Daniel 
Coyle and Phil Liggett. Ass 
Backwards (Unrated) Late 
bloomer comedy about a 
couple of lifelong BFFs 
(Casey Wilson and June 
Diane Raphael) living in 
NYC who decide at around 
30 to return to their home-
town to re-enter the kiddie 
beauty pageant in which 
they tied for last place as 
children. With Alicia Silver-
stone, Jon Cryer and Bob 
Odenkirk.   

Best Man Down (PG-
13 for sexuality, drug use, 
mature themes and brief 
profanity) Romantic dram-
edy about a bride (Jess 
Weixler) and groom (Jus-
tin Long) who are forced 
to cancel their honeymoon 
to handle funeral arrange-
ments after their Best 
Man (Tyler Labine) drops 
dead during the wedding. 
With Shelley Long, Franc-
es O’Connor and Addison 
Timlin.

A Case of You (Unrated) 
Romantic comedy about 
an aspiring writer (Justin 

Long) who embellishes his 
profile to impress a woman 
(Evan Rachel Wood) he 
meets on an internet dating 
website. With Sienna Mill-
er, Sam Rockwell, Brendan 
Fraser and Peter Dinklage.

Finding Mr. Right 
(Unrated) Romantic com-
edy about a millionaire’s 
pampered, pregnant mis-
tress (Wei Tang) who flies 
from Beijing to Seattle to 
have her baby only to find 
herself falling in love with 
a doctor (Xiubo Wu) moon-
lighting as a limo driver. 
Cast includes Dante Lee 
Arias, Trevor Bess and Jason 
Burkart. (In Mandarin and 
English with subtitles)

Go for Sisters (Unrat-
ed) John Sayles wrote and 
directed this missing per-
sons thriller about recover-
ing a parole officer (Lisa-
Gay Hamilton) who enlists 
the assistance of an ex-con 
(Yolonda Ross) she knew 
as a child and a disgraced, 
former LAPD detective 
(Edward James Olmos) 

when her son (McKinley 
Belcher III) goes missing 
in Tijuana. With Isaiah 
Washington, Harold Perri-
neau and Tessa Ferrer. (In 
English and Spanish with 
subtitles)

How I Live Now (R for 
violence, profanity, sexual-
ity and disturbing imag-
es) Adaptation of the Meg 
Rosoff novel of the same 
name about an American 
teenager (Saoirse Ronan) 
spending the summer vaca-
tion with relatives in the 
English countryside where 
she falls in love with a 
cousin (George MacKay) 
against the backdrop of the 
outbreak of World War III. 
With Natasha Jonas, Tom 
Holland, Harley Bird and 
Sabrina Dickens.

Medora (Unrated) Hoop 
dreams documentary, set in 
an Indiana Rust Belt town 
facing extinction, about 
the effort of Medora High 
School’s boy’s basketball 
team to break a 44-game 
losing streak. 

By Kam Williams         
Bernice Stokes (Lisa Gay 

Hamilton) is a parole officer in 
Los Angeles where her job rou-
tinely places her in close prox-
imity with the dregs of society. 
She normally has no reason to 
associate with such miscreants 
after hours, being very strait-
laced and coming from a solid, 
middle class background.

However, everything chang-
es the day the single-mom’s 
only child (McKinley Belcher, 
III) suddenly vanishes without a 
trace. Rodney, an Iraq War vet-
eran hadn’t been the same since 

serving overseas.
Bernice was aware that he’d 

been hanging out with some 
unsavory characters recently, 
including a suspected drug 
dealer who was just murdered. 
Desperate to find her son, she 
strikes an unspoken bargain 
with Fontayne Scott (Yolonda 
Ross), a new client who has just 
flunked a urine test.

Rather than report Fontayne 
to her superior, Bernice enlists 
the streetwise addict’s assist-
ance in the search. Complicat-
ing matters a bit is the fact 
that the two had been close 
friends back in high school. So, 
while unearthing clues point-
ing to Tijuana, the former BFFs 
are afforded an opportunity to 
deconstruct the events leading 
to their falling out over a boy 
they both wanted.   

Besides Fontayne’s help, Ber-
nice also retains the services of 

Freddy Suarez (Edward James 
Olmos), a disgraced, LAPD 

detective whose investigative 
experience and fluent Spanish 

are likely to come in handy 
south of the border. Packing a 
guitar and singing in the car, 
the unlikely trio heads for Mexi-
co, posing as a musical group in 
order to not arouse suspicion.

Written and directed by two-
time, academy Award-nominee 
John Sayles (for Passion Fish 
and Lone Star), “Go for Sisters” 
is a deliberately-paced crime 
drama, which benefits as much 
from absorbing character devel-
opment as from the intrigue 
surrounding solving the under-
lying whodunit. Credit charis-
matic Edward James Olmos for 
keeping the movie compelling, 
although Yolonda Ross and Lis-
aGay Hamilton manage to fold 
their own opposite the Oscar-
nominated thespian (for Stand 
and Deliver).

A dangerous border town is 
no country for old men or mid-
dle-aged sisters either.     

“Go For Sisters”
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 122 minutes
Distributor: Variance Films

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Edward James Olmos and Lisa Gay Hamilton in a scene from “Go 
For Sisters.” 
 Photo by http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/go_for_sisters_2013/pictures/

Independent & Foreign Films

Whodunit crime drama south of the border

STARTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
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FRI., NOV. 8
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS WORK-
SHOP: Learn about best practices, tools, and 
resources to address issues relating to emergen-
cy preparedness and resiliency, highlight some 
of GBHC’s member agencies; and network with 
local community leaders and GBHC member 
agencies. Brooklyn Borough Hall courtroom, 
209 Joralemon St., Brooklyn, NY 11201.

SAT., NOV. 9
FARMER AND GARDENER CONFERENCE: 
Connects growers, eaters and organizations 
across the country to nurture the health and 
well being of Black America and the environ-
ment as a whole. The first two BFUGCs drew 
hundreds of participants from as far as Michi-
gan, South Carolina, California and Vermont. 
The BFUGC is a place to explore issues of race, 
class, health and food through panel discus-
sions, workshops, films and conversations. Tick-
ets: General Admission $30, youth Admission 
$15, and 13 and under are free. To purchase 
tickets, visit https://blackfarmersconf2013.
eventbrite.com/; Boys & Girls High School, 1700 
Fulton St., Brooklyn, NY 11213.

PERFORMING ARTS: Join us for an amazing 
performance by the Thunderbird American 
Indian Dancers at 1:00 p.m. Established in 
1963, the Thunderbird American Indian Danc-
ers are the longest running resident New York 
City Native American Dance Company. Their 
performances feature a diversity of dance 
forms that reflect the group’s multicultural 
tribal membership. Tickets: $9.00 per person. 
Museum members and children under 1 free. 
145 Brooklyn Ave. (at St. Marks Avenue), Brook-
lyn, NY. 

KIDS WORKSHOP: Listen to Ojibwa tales of 
how Asibikaashi, or Spider Woman, weaved her 
webs to catch bad dreams at 2:30 p.m. Observe 
beautiful dream catchers from the museum’s 
collection, and then decorate your own dream 
catcher to hang over your bed at night. Ages 5 
and younger Tickets: $9.00 per person. Museum 
members and children under one free. 145 
Brooklyn Ave. (at St. Marks Avenue), Brooklyn, 
NY. 

MON., NOV. 11
SINGERS SHOWCASE: The multi-talented 
Alex DeSuze returns to the Indian Road Café 
to host the “No Name Uptown Cabaret Second 
Monday” monthly singers showcase on Monday, 
Nov. 11. Enjoy and share your art with your 
fellow singers, composers and lyricists in a safe 
and fun place! Indian Road Café, located at 600 
West 218th St. Showcase starts at 7:00 p.m. 
with sign up beginning at 6:45 p.m. No cover, 
no minimum and for additional information, 
call 212 942-7451. For more “No Name” infor-
mation, go to: http://www.nonamenyc.com.

VETERAN PARADE: More than 27,000 veter-
ans, active duty military personnel and march-
ing band members head up Manhattan’s Fifth 
Avenue in the 94th annual Veterans Day Parade, 

from 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The parade goes 
from 26th Street to 53rd Street. The Veterans 
Day Parade marks the start of the Marine Corps 
Toys for Tots drive and spectators are urged to 
bring toys, which will be collected along the 
parade route.

WED., NOV. 13
CAREGIVING SUMMIT: Join New York City 
Partnership for Family Caregiving Corps in 
raising awareness and identifing resources for 
corportations  and people facing many issues in 
caregiving. The summit will be held at the New 
York Academy of Medicine, 1216 Fifth Ave., New 
York, NY. The program is from 8:30 a.m.- 3:00 
p.m. followed by questions and answers. This 
event is open to the public. Come and enjoy 
breakfast, lunch, and coffee compliements of 
EmblemHealth. Registration is required and 
can be made by visiting http://www.nyam.org/
events/2013/2013-11-13.html or by emailing 
corporatecaregivers@emblemhealth.com

ROUNDTABLE: Join us for a half-day confer-
ence presented by the Restaurant Opportunities 
Center of New York (ROC-NY) and the NYC 
Restaurant Industry Roundtable featuring short 

films, panels, and workshops to bring together 
a community of restaurant owners, workers and 
consumers who are demanding a fair and sus-
tainable restaurant industry for all. Spread the 
word! The New School, 66 West 12th St., 7th 
floor 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion, please email Tatiana@rocny.org.

THURS., NOV 14
READING WORKS: WRITING WAR: Fiction 
and Memoir by Veterans curated by Peter 
Catapano with Phil Klay, Kevin R. McPartland, 
Maurice Emerson Decaul, and Lynn Hill. The 
Old Stone House in Park Slope 336 Third St. 
between Fifth and Fourth avenues. A $5 dona-
tion includes wine and snacks. 

COMMUNITY FORUM: Presentation on the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act at 
the Teen Challenge Center, 444 Clinton Ave., 
Brooklyn; 6:30 p.m.

SAT., NOV 16

KIDS WORKSHOP: Join us for our monthly 
KidMADE in Brooklyn program where we 
explore Brooklyn art and culture 11:30 a.m. 
Children living in the Brooklyn have always 

loved dolls, going all the way back to the 
indigenous people of this area. Learn the Hau-
denosaunee, or Iroquois, story of The No Face 
Doll, take a close look at the cornhusk dolls 
that inspire this story, and make a cornhusk 
doll of your own! Ages 4 & up. Tickets $9.00 per 
person. Museum members and children under 
1 free. 145 Brooklyn Ave., (at St. Marks Avenue), 
Brooklyn, NY. 

WED., NOV 20
MUSIC SERIES: KEKUHI and KAUMAKAIWA 
KANAKA’OLE - Hawaiian Song at Elebash Hall, 
365 Fifth Ave. between 34th and 35th streets, 
NYC. The event is being held in partnership 
with Halawai: The NY Hawaiian Community. 
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. and the show starts at 
7:00 p.m. Tickets:  $25 / $20; Graduate Center 
Members and NYC students. Tickets available 
online or by Phone: 1-800-71-TICKETS.

ONGOING   
CURRENTLY - NOV. 15, 2013
HEALTH MARKET: Come to Crown Heights 
Farmers Market on Thursdays and Fridays from 
1:00 - 7:00 p.m. Come check out Jamerican 
Farmer Rodrick with his callaloo! If you’re 
lucky, our Hip2B Healthy Market student 
ambassadors will be out there selling healthy 
snacks such as fresh orange juice or lemonade! 
EBT/SNAP, WIC, FMNP are accepted at the 
market. Get $2 Health Bucks for every $5 spent 
on your EBT. The market will be held at Albany 
and Lefferts avenues at Hamilton Metz Park on 
Thursday. On Friday, the market will be held 
at Brower Park (next to Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum, at Brooklyn Avenue and Prospect 
Place. For more information, call (917)756-4202 
or send email to info@seedsinthemiddle.org. 
Vendors welcome!

PASSPORT APPLICATION CENTER: Brook-
lyn Public Library (BPL) launched a second 
Passport Application Center at the Kings High-
way Library today, providing a convenient facil-
ity for Brooklyn residents and new immigrants 
to apply for passports. Hours are temporarily 
set for 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and Sunday by appointment. Saturdays 
are currently closed until further notice. 2115 
Ocean Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11229. To make an 
appointment, call 718-230-2292 or 718-375-
3037 ext. 128.

FEATURING HOME REPAIR: Is your boiler, 
water main or roof in need of fixing? Do you 
need major repairs done but lack the finances? 
Now is the best time to fix it. Neighborhood 
Housing Services of East Flatbush, a not-for-
profit housing organization can assist you. For 
more information on our Home Improvement 
Programs, please call 718-469-4679 or visit 
www.nhsofeastflatbush.org.

If you have an event that you would like to 
post in Sun Kulcha, please email your sub-
mission to Caribbeanlife@cnglocal.com. All 
Submissions are up for review by the editor.

 COMPILED BY NATALIE Y. HENRY

SUN KULCHA
COMMUNITY EVENTS

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY CENTER: Are you 
looking to improve your life? Take a 
class at Community Learning Center: 
How to Write a Book or Script, Create 
a Resume, How to Create Wealth, 
Get/Keep a Spouse, Start a Business. 
Classes for everyone. Community 
Learning Center, 147-12 Archer Ave., 
Queens. For more information/RSVP, 
call (718) 291-1094.

READING WORKS: WRITING WAR: 
Fiction and Memoir by Veterans 
curated by Peter Catapano with Phil 
Klay, Kevin R. McPartland, Maurice 
Emerson Decaul, and Lynn Hill. The 
Old Stone House in Park Slope 336 
Third St. between Fifth and Fourth 
avenues. A $5 donation includes wine 

and snacks. 

NYPD RECRUITMENT: If 
you are interested, or know of 

anyone interested in a career as 
a New York City Police Officer, we 

invite you to check out the October 
Testing schedule on our site www.

nypdrecruit.com. The NYPD Police Officers 
Exam is given six days a week at the following 
locations: Testing Center In Lower Manhat-
tan, 2 Lafayette Street 17th Floor New York, 
NY 10007 and a Testing Center in Downtown 
Brooklyn, 210 Joralemon Street - 4th Floor 
Brooklyn, New York 11201.

NYPD 
RECRUITMENT

READING WORKS
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Dad needs a r ide to the doctor tomorrow,
but you can’t  miss work again. 

We know what you’re  
going through. And we can help. 

Our Managed Long-Term Care plan 

provides Dad with the services he 

needs to live at home – assistance 

with bathing, dressing, meals, rides  

to the doctor and much more.  

We have years of experience helping 

people with Medicaid navigate  

this  process  and a  website  

that makes it easy to understand.  

Visit us soon!

1 - 8 0 0 - 9 5 0 - 7 6 7 9  t o l l  f r e e ,  8 A M - 6 P M

healthplus.amerigroup.com/mltc 

Are any of these problems or diseases part of your life?

TESTOSTERONE

Get Your Testosterone 
Level Checked!!!

Martin Slavin, MD
5601 Flatlands Avenue

718-444-7040

 Reduced Muscle Strength
 Anxiety
 Osteoporosis
 Increase Sleepiness

 Erectile Dysfunction
 Decreased Energy
 Increase Body Fat
 Poor Work Performance

 Lost Interest In Sex
 Lack Of Self-Esteem
 Lack Of Motivation
 Poor Self-Confi dence

 Fatigue
 Weight Gain
 Depression
 Poor Memory

  Low level of Testosterone will make you feel like this
  Testosterone replacement will eliminate or improve 

    these problems
  Testosterone has been available by prescription 

    for over fi fty years
  Testosterone replacement is safe and effective 

    in both men and women

Do you feel you are aging prematurely?

Testosterone treatment 
is covered by most insurances
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Invites You To Our

PARTY 
SHOWCASE

Come Meet the Best Party Vendors Around!

Receive discounts on booking and more!
Door Prizes, Samples, Desserts, Hors D’oeuvres

If you’re planning a party... Sweet 16, Bar/Bat Mitzvah,  
Bridal/Baby Shower, Intimate, Wedding, Fundraiser,  

Business Function ...then this party showcase is a must see.

November 13th, 2013
7:00 - 9:30 pm

2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay, Bklyn

FREE ADMISSION with this invite!
Bring your Friends and Family!

RSVP by November 10th, Limited Entry
Call Now 718-332-8494

Live Performance by

PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

PROSTATE CENTER
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By day, he’s an optician.
After work hours, he 

builds rockets.
Just call him, “Rocket 

Man.”
Randy Appelbaum’s of-

ficial title is President of 
METRA Rocket Club, an edu-
cational organization of about 
250 members who build and 
launch rockets. These rockets 
range in size from about two 
ounces up to 100 pounds.

It’s a passion in which Ap-
pelbaum has been involved 
since he was a kid.

“I’ve always flown low-
powered rockets,” he says. 
Over the years, he’s soared, 
working his way up through 
the ranks, earning different 
levels of certification. Cur-
rently, he is Level Three cer-
tified, which means he can fly 
the highest impulse rocket 
motors currently available.  
He is on the TRIPOLI tech-
nical advisory panel, which 
means he can mentor and cer-
tify others.

As one can imagine, there 
are numerous rules, regula-
tions, and safety procedures 
that must be followed regard-
ing the construction of the 
rockets, he says. Assembling 
each piece of the rocket is the 
first part of the adventure. 
Once built, the real fun be-
gins — members get to launch 
their rockets. They do so at 
organized events, attended by 
people from all over the east 
coast and Canada.

“It’s all very formal,” says 
Appelbaum. “You have to 
show certification. Rockets 
are checked and approved. 
Then, they are put on a pad, 
and launched.”

Because of the enormous 
precautions taken “we have 
a 100 percent safety record” 
he says. Launch season runs 
from March through early 
November, and the public is 
invited to watch these rock-
ets soar into the sky. Off 
season, members work on 
the construction process. 
Some become involved with 

their sister organization, the 
Maryland Delaware Rocketry 
Association, which launches 
at a farmer’s field in Price 
Maryland.

Among the participants 
are those who grew up 
mesmerized by the Apollo 
launches, those who enjoy 
creating things with their 
hands, and of course those 
who have an interest in sci-
ence. But you don’t have to be 
a rocket scientist to become 
involved. Members are from 
all walks of life.  

“Rocketry is an educa-
tional, safe, and exciting 
hobby, enjoyed by thousands 
world-wide,” Appelbaum 
says.  

The organization is in-
volved with the TRIPOLI 
Rocketry Association, a non-
profit dedicated to the ad-
vancement and operation of 
amateur high power rock-
etry. People from 22 countries 
all over the globe are mem-
bers. They offer mentoring to 
young people, who begin be-

coming immersed in the field 
from the age of 12. Launches 
are held in the United States, 
and in countries that include 
Australia, Italy, France, Eng-
land, Canada, Switzerland, 
Germany, The Netherlands, 
and Ireland. 

One of Appelbaum’s fond-
est memories with the orga-
nization includes standing 
in the Black Rock Desert of 
Nevada, with people from 
all over the globe watching 
him launch a rocket to 51,000 
feet, that he built himself. 
TRIPOLI holds a once-a-year 
launch in this region.

He is also involved with 
Team America Rocketry 
Challenge, an annual Ameri-
can model rocketry compe-
tition for students in grades 
seven to 12. It is sponsored 
by the Aerospace Industries 
Association, the National As-
sociation of Rocketry, NASA, 
the United States Department 
of Defense, the American As-
sociation of Physics Teachers, 
and the Civil Air Patrol.  The 

hands-on learning program 
has reached about 55,000 stu-
dents. The goal is to motivate 
them to pursue aerospace as 
a career by providing the op-
portunity to apply math and 
science skills to real projects. 
Studies show that becom-
ing involved in these types 
of events does impact career 
choices, Appelbaum says. 

College students are 
among the participants, too. 
Appelbaum says that there is 
an annual competition called 
The Student Launch Initiative 
held at the Redstone Arsenal 
in Huntsville, Alabama. Stu-
dents from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Penn 
State, and additional top flight 
universities also join, bringing 
together some of the brightest 
minds in the country. 

If the cry of, “Blast off,” 
is music to your ears, Appel-
baum says, “there’s always 
room for new members. We 
would more than welcome 
scores of new members to the 
METRA Rocket Club.”

METRA Rocket Club 
[MetraRocketClub.org, (718) 
444–1092]. Call Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–6 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Love of rockets? Join Randy Appelbaum and METRA Rocket Club

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful needles and 
annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, in most cases, eliminates the 
use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and state-of-the-art methods will make your next 
dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation  (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top priority is to eliminate 
your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly believe that it is 
most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology performed at one clinic. We will 
design your case, perform the surgery, insert your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole 
process smooth, painless and affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics to 
eliminate unnecessary extractions.  We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED PROVIDER given to us 
by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums And Teeth For A Lifetime!
Gentle And Effective Treatment!

St. Marks Painless Dental

A Staff That Cares, 
Doctors Who Truly Listen 

And Treat With Love!

FREE
INITIAL CONSULTATION

Do Not Hesitate To Visit 
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
907 St. Marks Ave.

Bet. Albany & Kingston Aves.

718-778-3283Implants  TMJ Treatment (Jaw Joint)  Bridges  Root Canals 
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DEBT PROBLEMS?
Get a Fresh Start!

Bankruptcy Law Center New York
(718) 625-1888

 Stop foreclosure 
 & keep your home!

Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

FREE Consultation
Serving the Caribbean Community  

for Over 25 Years

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT:
  Liver, pancreatic and gallbladder problems
  Gastritis, stomach ulcers, heartburn
  Hemorrhoids, colitis, constipation, anal fissure
  Small Intestine Bacteria

ALL PROCEDURES ARE DONE IN AN ENDOSCOPIC CENTER 
WITH MODERN EQUIPMENT (ENDOSCOPY, COLONOSCOPY)

Procedure available on weekend 
Provide Transportation 

Take all of insurance including Medicaid/Medicare

GASTROENTEROLOGIST
HEPATOLOGIST

EXAMINATIONS & TESTS:
  Upper Endoscopy
  Colonoscopy With Polyp Removal
  Capsule Endoscopy
  Lactose Intolerance Test

The doctor is affiliated with top clinics and hospitals: 
Beth Israel Medical Center, New York Community 
Hospital, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

DIAGNOSIS AND NEW TREATMENT METHODS OF

HEPATITIS B & C
HEMORRHOIDS

1517 Voorhies Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.332.0600
372 Utica Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11213

347.627.9107

Doctor
Igor
Grosman,
DO, FASG
Board Certified
in Gastroenterology
and Internal
Medicine Residency 
& Fellowship
in North Shore 
Long Island Jewish
University Hospital
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer 
Dirty, nasty, filthy.
That’s what your mother 

claimed “those words” were. You 
said them once… and were never 
allowed to say them again in her 
presence. They were bad words.

They were dirty – unless, of 
course, Richard Pryor said them. 
Then they were hilarious, fall-
down-funny, and in the new book 
“Furious Cool” by David Henry 
and Joe Henry, you’ll read a few 
of them, and more.

Peoria , Illinois is like “[w]
hatever you think of when you 
hear the name,” Richard Pryor 

once said to an audience in 1966. 
He was born there, the son of a 
vaudevillian and a prostitute, and 
was raised in his grandmother’s 
bordello. There, as a small boy, 
he learned to get laughs – though 
his childhood was overall rough 
and marked with things little 
boys should never see.

When he was just nineteen, 
Pryor married his pregnant six-
teen-year-old girlfriend, the first 
of his many marriages. He was 
unemployed then, but “soaked up 
everything” he saw while loung-
ing around, watching TV. Shortly 
after his son was delivered pre-
maturely, he left his young wife, 
moved back to his father’s house, 
and began performing at local 
Peoria clubs.

From there, Pryor bounced 
around between Toronto, New 
York, and Las Vegas. He played the 
“Chitlin Circuit,” performed on The 

Ed Sullivan Show, and learned to 
mimic Bill Cosby’s act. For a time, 
Pryor left the stage and moved to 
California to live a “flower children” 
existence with his second wife then, 
following a brief separation from 
her, he moved to Berkeley where he 
spent his days reading the works of 
Malcolm X.

It blew his mind. It also 
changed his act.

Embracing the “N” word and 
inspired to “speak truth,” Pryor 
revolutionized comedy with the 
“raw language of the streets.” Peo-
ple flocked to concerts and com-
edy clubs where he performed. 
His genius poured forth.

But though his stage career 
soared, Pryor’s personal life was 
in shambles. He loved cocaine, 
cognac, women, and guns, but 
the four together was a bad mix 
and his behavior “grew increas-
ingly bizarre.” His addictions out 

of control, he sought help and 
entered a hospital in 1979.

Later, he insisted to everyone 
that he was “off drugs for real 
this time.”

He lied.
“Furious Cool” is a wonderful, 

wonderful book. But I was wrung 
out when I finished it, as if I had 
watched a car accident in excruci-
atingly slow motion.

That’s a testament to authors 
David Henry & Joe Henry, both 
of whom had a relationship with 
Pryor at the end of his life, and 
who had access to his story. Here, 
Henry & Henry give us a sense 
of the once-in-a-lifetime genius 
that Pryor was, but because we 
know how this tale unfolds, it’s 
painful to read. We watch his self-
destruction through these pages, 
and feel powerless.

And yet – “Furious Cool” is 
impossible not to enjoy. It’s filled 
with history, memories, laughs, 
and yes, an abundance of pro-
fanity - but if you want to read 
a story of a complicated comedy 
genius, it would be a dirty shame 
to miss it.

The life of a complicated comedy genius

Book cover of “Furious Cool: 
Richard Pryor and the World 
That Made Him” by David Hen-
ry & Joe Henry.   
  Photo by Algonquin Books of 

Chapel Hill

“Furious Cool: Richard Pryor 
and the World That Made 
Him” by David Henry & Joe 
Henry
c.2013, Algonquin Books of 
Chapel Hill
$25.95 / $32.95 Canada
400 pages

BOOK REVIEW

(StatePoint) Most people don’t 
think about their sugar intake, 
insulin and blood glucose lev-
els, but for those with diabetes, 
these are aspects of everyday life. 
There are more than 24 million 
people in the United States living 
with the disease, according to the 
American Diabetes Association, 
and this number is on the rise. 
For these individuals, managing 
the disease can be a stressful, 
time-consuming and even painful 
process.

As diabetes can result in seri-
ous health complications includ-
ing eye, kidney and nerve disease, 
and can lead to premature death, 
optimal treatment is crucial. But 
for this to take place, frequent 
measuring of blood glucose levels 
is required.

While conventional blood glu-
cose monitoring involves drawing 
a blood sample from one’s finger, 
hand, thigh or forearm with a nee-
dle, medical innovations on the 
horizon are promising to make 
diabetes management easier on 

patients.
“Blood glucose monitoring, the 

crucial tool for controlling dia-
betes, is soon going to be more 
cost-effective and less painful,” 
says Avner Gal, CEO of Integ-
rity Applications, a medical device 
company working on solutions for 
diabetes patients.

While at this time there are 
virtually no viable devices for the 
non-invasive measurement of glu-
cose levels on the market, this 
soon will change.

For example, GlucoTrack, by 
Integrity Applications, is a pat-
ented product in development 
that uses ultrasonic, electromag-
netic and thermal technologies to 
non-invasively measure glucose 
levels in the blood. The device is 
battery-operated and includes a 
main unit, which contains display 
and control features, as well as 
transmitter, receiver and proces-

sor, and a personal ear clip, which 
contains sensors and calibration 
electronics, and is clipped to the 
earlobe.

If you have Type 1 or Type 2 
diabetes, here are some things to 
consider about the new technol-
ogy that soon may help to make 
life less painful and more cost 
efficient:

• Convenience: About the size 
and weight of a smartphone, these 
new monitoring devices are small, 
light and easy to carry. Results are 
given both visually and verbally.

• Cost: Compared to a finger 
prick device, over the long-term, 
GlucoTrack will have a reduced 
life cycle cost, saving patients 
money.

• Data: Blood glucose read-
ings over time give healthcare 
providers useful data that helps 
determine proper treatment for 
patients. The new devices store up 
to 1000 past readings, and have a 
USB port for downloading data for 
off-line analysis, simplifying the 
logging process for patients.

More information can be found 
at www.Integrity-App.com.

Take steps to make your diabe-

tes more manageable. Talk to your 
doctor about innovations in blood 
glucose monitoring.

HEALTH

A GlucoTrack meter for the non-invasive measurement of glucose 
levels is now being developed. Photo courtesy of StatePoint

Medical innovations make 
diabetes management easier
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There is a skills gap in 
the United States. Some 
39 percent of U.S. employ-
ers report having difficulty 
finding staff with the appro-
priate skills, according to 
the annual Talent Shortage 
Survey conducted by the 
ManpowerGroup, a human 
resource consulting firm. 

Employers are looking for 
employees who possess the 
proper education and train-
ing, but are having trouble 
finding qualified candidates. 
If you are trying to get ahead 
in your career, you’ve likely 
realized the skills gap exists 
and you know the benefits a 
new position or promotion 
could mean to you and your 
family.

Chances are you’ve seen 
these opportunities before 
but didn’t pursue them 
because of the time com-
mitment to get the educa-
tion and training you need. 

You ask yourself, “If I go 
back to school and have to 
wait two to four years before 
seeing the benefits of my 
education, will the opportu-
nities still be there?”

The good news is that 
you don’t have to wait for 
graduation day to demon-
strate what you’ve learned.

Some online colleges are 
re-imagining higher educa-
tion in ways that recognize 
the demands placed on peo-
ple seeking to advance their 
careers. These programs 
strive to help students docu-
ment achievements not just 
at graduation, but before 
then, while they are still in 
school. Here are just some 
of the ways.

Badging
Whether you were active 

in Scouting or have played 
online video games, you’re 
probably aware of the system 
of badging. A badge or patch 
- physical or electronic - is 
awarded to recognize your 
specific accomplishments. 
The badging idea now exists 
in higher education as well, 
and some online schools 
have tapped into this trend, 
using the same principles to 
recognize student accom-
plishments. Online colleg-
es find students enjoy the 

accomplishment of a badge 
as they continue toward 
graduation, and the online 
platform lends itself well to 
this system. The program 
is gaining traction with 
employers as well. Hiring 
managers are finding that 
the badges can sometimes 
say more about what a stu-
dent has accomplished than 
the typical degree.

Skill stacking
To provide a clear way to 

demonstrate workplace-ready 
skills before graduation, lead-
ing online schools are offer-
ing students the capability to 
earn key industry-recognized 
certifications as they work 
toward their degree, deliver-
ing value prior to a diploma. 
For instance, Students can 
add these certificates to their 
resumé or LinkedIn profile 
in order to display immedi-
ate benefits from their edu-
cation as they continue on 
their degree path. These cer-
tificates are an excellent way 
to demonstrate to current 
or potential employers that 
you have learned work-place 
ready skills in areas such as 
communications, leadership, 
marketing, project manage-
ment or other aspects of 
business.

e-Portfolio 
For students who are look-

ing for one convenient place 
to showcase their work to 

current or future employ-
ers, e-Portfolios are a valu-
able tool being introduced at 
some online schools. These 
electronic portfolios record 
any badges or work samples 
loaded by students. They are 
a great way for students to 
showcase their knowledge, 
skills and abilities in one 
location.

• Education on your time-
line. Traditional universi-
ties are diffi cult for non-tra-
ditional students because of 
their fi xed class schedules 
and mandatory due dates 
for projects. Online schools 
offer students a more fl exi-
ble model; eliminating fi xed 
semester schedules and giv-
ing students control over 
their own education. Stu-
dents are able to complete 
their projects as quickly 
or slowly as their sched-
ule allows, giving them the 
opportunity to pace them-
selves and see the best pos-
sible return on their educa-
tion investment.

If you’ve considered 
going back to school but 
thought it couldn’t be done 
because you don’t have 
the time, these new online 
program innovations are 
worth a look. They provide 
tools to showcase accom-
plishments before you com-
plete your studies, and give 
you the fl exibility to learn 
on your terms and at your 
own pace.

 Online programs hold 
key in tough economy

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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Do you know an
exceptional woman?
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2014!
25 Women will have their important work profi led in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala 
in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: _____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:__________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Nominate her as a

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

THEME: CHILDREN’S BOOKS

ACROSS
1. Ottoman title
6. Goes with flow?
9. Recipe amt.
13. Partner of pains
14. Calendar mo.
15. Singer Abdul
16. Rope spiral, e.g.
17. Cultural Revolution leader
18. _____ room
19. *”The most distinguished con-
tribution to American literature for 
children” medal
21. *”The Wind in the _______”
23. *___ Spot run!”
24. Move slowly and carefully
25. Onomatopoeia for collision
28. Rodeo Drive tree
30. Winter hat feature
35. Fusses
37. Toothed groomer
39. New Zealandian minority
40. Eight bits
41. *”The Giving ____” and “The 
Magic ____ House”
43. Equal exchange, like swap
44. Leaning
46. Make a picture
47. Can be smoked or tied
48. Natural ribbon alternative

50. Glitch
52. Romano or Barone
53. Supreme Court count
55. More, in Madrid
57. Gandhi, to many
61. *Bigg’s neighbors
65. Cover story
66. Marienbad, e.g.
68. Launch or throw
69. Colorado ski resort
70. One less than jack
71. “Sesame Street” regular
72. Lion’s share
73. Talk, talk, talk
74. Film amount, pl.

DOWN
1. TV’s “____ Stars”
2. Advil target
3. It must go on?
4. Basil, chives and bay leaf, e.g.
5. In R.E.M. stage
6. Awarded to “Breaking Bad”
7. Sheep sound
8. *Like Eric Carle’s bear
9. *Adjective for Sarah
10. Plague symptom
11. Like Food movement
12. *Clifford the Big Red Dog’s 
feet
15. Horse mouthpiece
20. Don’t just stand there
22. Rocks to some

24. Plunge
25. *King of the Elephants
26. Temple’s innermost sanctuary
27. Recurring theme
29. *Ruler of rings or flies
31. Reckless
32. Reduce
33. Something in the air
34. *a.k.a. Pippilotta Delicatessa 
Windowshade Mackrelmint
36. American women’s magazine
38. *Ivy’s best friend
42. Hindu religious teacher
45. *Comic book reporter and 
Snowy’s master
49. Between “ready” and “fire”
51. Assemble for dinner, e.g.
54. Foul
56. About 1.3 cubic yards
57. “Yes, ____!”
58. “The Sun ___ Rises”
59. Shakira’s don’t lie?
60. Aid in crime
61. Long and lean
62. Pryce, of fictional Sterling 
Cooper Draper Pryce
63. *Like Cruella de Vil
64. Gets the picture
67. *Princess’ cause of insomnia
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Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 12 months, we have been servicing the 
community with dignity and compassion. We look 

forward to the future providing the same excellent service.

4601 Avenue N (at E. 46 St.) 1 Block off of Flatbush Ave.

McManus 

FUNERAL HOME

www.mcmanusfh.com

OUR SUMMER 2012 INTERIOR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE

Before choosing a funeral home
We invite you to visit our newly decorated chapels

And compare our affordable pricing and dedicated service

Personal Injury: 

Employment Discrimination: 

Civil Rights:  

Contact Us At: 
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN INJURED 

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST  
OR FALSELY ARRESTED

Come see us at the Law Office of  
Vincent I. Eke-Nweke, P.C.

WE CAN HELP YOU!!
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*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.  
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

FREE W
IFI

Stephen Finger, M.D. 718-692-1515
866-KELOIDS      877-EARLOBE
        (535-6437)                  (327-5623)
Board Certifi ed Otolaryngology
Ear, Nose & Throat – Facial Plastic Surgery

2256 Hendrickson Street 
(1 Block from Kings  Plaza)
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FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

By Azad Ali
President of the West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB), Dave Cameron, has announced 
that some 60 players are to receive retainer 
contracts in the New Year. 

Cameron made his announcement in 
Florida where the West Indies cricketers 
are participating in a week-long team build-
ing camp ahead of tours of India and New 
Zealand. 

This is believed to be the highest number 
of retainer contracts ever offered to players 
by WICB.

“Starting in January, at least 60 players 
will have regional retainer contracts for 
the first time. We will also ensure that the 
support staff is in place in the territories as 

By Robert Elkin
Ethiopians and Kenyans usually domi-

nate the long distance races. It was so true 
during the largest New York City Marathon 
ever in its history. In these two countries 
everyone likes to run.

Originally from Ethiopia and presently 
residing in The Bronx near Van Cortlandt 
Park, Buzunesh Deba repeated her stand-
ing in the 43rd running of the event. Two 
years ago she also finished in the same 

By Patrick Horne
The New York Red Bulls (17-9-8, 59 

pts.) had a remarkable season by win-
ning its first MLS Supporters’ Shield and 
finishing atop the Eastern Conference 
with home-field advantage throughout 
the playoffs. With names such as former 

French international Thierry Henry, 
Australian World Cupper Tim Cahill and 
stalwart Colombian defender and MLS 
veteran Jamison Olave in its line-up, it 
was easy to look among the stars for 
the catalyst, but not this time. The true 
force behind the successful 2013 New 

York Red Bulls is the unlikely hero and 
first-year head coach, Mike Petke. 

New Yorker Petke, from Bohemia 
(Long Island), was a long shot to coach 
the team until negotiations with a high-
level European coach broke off just 

First-year head coach makes his mark

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

Geoffrey Mutai of Kenya holds the Ke-
nyan fl ag after winning the men’s divi-
sion of the New York City Marathon, 
Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013, in New York.  

AP Photo/Kathy Willens

Houston Dynamo’s Oscar Boniek Garcia (27) heads the ball over the New York Red Bulls’ Dax McCarty during the fi rst 
half of an MLS Eastern Conference semifi nal playoff match, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013, in Houston.  AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith

Marathon 
flashback

WICB retainer 
contracts

PETKE LEADS PETKE LEADS 
RED BULLS     RED BULLS     
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

WE HAVE A CAR TO  WE HAVE A CAR TO  

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR:

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

 FIT EVERY BUDGET! FIT EVERY BUDGET!

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$16,995
MAXIMA'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#76311

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604
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The now famous argu-
ment and subsequent fall-
ing-out with captain Henry 
when the two argued over 
tactical issues that led to 
Henry being benched the 
next game was probably the 
turning point in the season 
and in Petke’s career. He 
sent a clear message that 
this first-year coach was in 
charge and would make the 
tough decisions to maintain 
control, when he benched 
Henry, the club’s franchise 
player and captain. At that 
point, if he hadn’t before, 
Petke commanded respect 
from all corners. Henry and 
his coach made up and the 
team moved on to the Sup-
porters’ Shield and into the 
playoffs.

In the first leg of the 
two-game Eastern confer-
ence semifinal series, the 
Red Bulls tied host Hou-
ston Dynamo, 2-2, at BBVA 
Compass Stadium on Sun-
day, Nov. 3, on goals by 
Tim Cahill and Eric Alexan-
der. Cahill scored in the he 
22nd minute from a header 
off an Henry cross and in 
the 32nd, it was Alexander 
who was on the end of a 
Cahill pass on the way to 
a run down the right side; 
Alexander cut the ball back 
to his left foot and beat 
Dynamo goalkeeper Tally 
Hall at the near, right post. 
Former U. S. international 
Ricardo Clark (65th) and 
Jamaican international 
Omar Cummings (92nd) 
led Houston to the draw.  

If New York wins the 
series on aggregate goals 
(second leg scheduled 
for Wed. Nov. 6, Red Bull 

position of this event. Last 
year, the New York City 
Marathon was cancelled 
because of the Hurricane. 
More recently on Nov. 3, 
she ran a slower time of 
2:25.56 for the runner-up 
spot.

The 26-year-old Deba had 
all of her friends and family 
in attendance to cheer her 
on and give her needed con-
fidence. 

During the opening half 
of the event, she went out 
fast and even led at one 
point of the first 13.1 mile 
distance, but she just didn’t 
have ‘it’ after a while, and 
wound up overall second in 

the race that drew an inter-
national field. 

Priscah Juptoo of Kenya 
won the race in 2:25.07.

“My original plan was 
to run away at the begin-
ning of the race,” the local-
ite said. “At one point I 
was three minutes ahead. 
Despite the wind I felt con-
fident. But I also cramped 
up in my stomach at the 
eight-mile mark.” Deba cer-
tainly enjoys competing in 
her home state of New York. 
She has been living in the 
Bronx for eight years and 
trains at the Van Cortlandt 
Park. In preparation for the 
event, she worked out at an 
average of between 130 and 

135 miles a week.
Now her goal is to go 

under her personal best 
time of 2:23 for the 26.2 
mile grind, but she also said 
that she would enter into 
less yardage events in the 
future, including the half 
marathons, also conducted 
by the New York Road Run-
ners Club, the same organi-
zation that conducts the 
New York City Marathon 
on an annual basis, usu-
ally on the first Sunday of 
November. 

Deba is also considering 
to compete in the Boston 
Marathon in the spring of 
2014.

“For now I need to run 

my best times,” she con-
tinued. “I’m happy to run 
and win. I have the people 
to train with and the place 
to train. (The Bronx) is my 
second home.”

Overall in her brief 
career, she has won eight of 
13 marathons.

The weather for the 
recent marathon was a 
little too cold and windy, 
but it still didn’t prevent 
it to draw a record 50,740 
to start the race in Staten 
Island,  go through Brook-
lyn, and Queens, run into 
Manhattan and return on 
Fifth Avenue and finish in 
Central Park of Manhattan.

Of course, she will con-
tinue with her training and 
compete in half marathons, 
while living in New York 
and representing Ethiopia. 

before the start of pre-sea-
son and Petke was called in. 
The former Southern Con-
necticut University defen-
sive standout - who was 
drafted by the first MLS 
franchise in the metropoli-
tan area, the New York/
New Jersey MetroStars, in 
1998 and ended his career 
in 2011 with the New York 
Red Bulls - had no head 
coaching experience at the 

professional level; he was 
an assistant with previous 
coach Hans Bake for two 
seasons and the expecta-
tions were modest. It was a 
shot in the dark!

Petke went on to make 
MLS history as the first-
year head coach to accu-
mulate the most points 
in a regular season with 
59, which won the Shield. 
He was known to have a 
passion, not only for the 
game, but for the club. In 

fact, when he came back 
to the Red Bulls in 2009 
after four years with the 
Colorado Rapids, he made 
his intentions clear when, 
in his statement in the Red 
Bulls media guide, he said 
that he was back to lead 
the team to its first MLS 
championship; well it didn’t 
happen as a player, but that 
goal could well be realized 
as the head coach.

The former defender 
weathered a few storms 

throughout the year; the 
team was winless in its first 
four games of the season 
then was very inconsist-
ent throughout the first 
part of the campaign. The 
inconsistency mounted in 
April when, after an embar-
rassing road loss, a furi-
ous Petke declared in a 
postgame interview that 
“we should have stayed 
at home.” A seven-game 
unbeaten stretch in early 
May settled the team.  

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 

Women’s winner Priscah Jeptoo of Kenya, center, sec-
ond place fi nisher Buzunesh Deba of Ethiopia, left, and 
third place fi nisher Jelena Prokopcuka of Latvia pose 
with their medals after the New York City Marathon, 
Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013, in New York.  AP Photo/Kathy Willens

Houston Dynamo forward Omar Cummings, left, end up atop New York Red Bulls goalkeeper Luis Robles as he 
scores to tie the game in the second minute of stoppage time of an MLS soccer Eastern Conference Semifi nal 
playoff match on Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013, at BBVA Compass Stadium in Houston. The game ended in a 2-2 tie. 
 AP Photo/Houston Chronicle, Smiley N, pool

Petke creates MLS history

2013 New York Marathon

well,” Cameron said in an 
interview with the Gleaner. 

“I intend to keep build-
ing on this relationship 
between the WICB and the 
West Indies Players Associa-
tions (WIPA), organizations 
which have been at logger-
heads over a range of issues 
from player contracts to 
disputes involving top play-
ers such as Chris Gayle,” 
he said. 

Cricket
Continued from page 39 

Arena), it will play the win-
ner of the New England 
Revolution-Sporting Kan-
sas City series for the East-
ern Conference finals and 
a berth to MLS CUP. The 
Revolution won the first 
leg at home. If the Red 
Bulls advance to the East-
ern Conference finals, the 
games will be nationally 
televised on NBC Sports 
and are scheduled for Sat-
urday Nov. 9 (2:30 p.m.) 
away and Saturday, Nov. 
23 (7:30 p.m.) at Red Bull 
Arena.

In other MLS play-
offs results, the Portland 
Timbers beat host Seattle 
Sounders, 2-0, in the first 
leg of the Western Con-
ference semifinals; in the 
other semifinal matchup, 
host Los Angeles Galaxy 
squeaked by conference 
leader Real Salt Lake, 1-0, 
in their first encounter. The 
semifinal winners will con-
test the Western Confer-
ence final.
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India’s star batsman Virat 
Kohli who recently ended 
the one-day series against 
Australia with 344 runs 
with three centuries and 
two half centuries is now 
ranked the number one-
day international batsman 
in the world. The 24-yr-old 
averaged 114.66 in the just 
completed series with Aus-
tralia. 

India won the seven-
match series 3-2 with bad 
weather causing the aban-
donment of two games. 
Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit 
Sharma, captain Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni and Virat 
Kohli All Slammed centu-
ries against Australia. India 
ranks at the ICC standings 
as number one in the one-
day internationals and third 
in Tests and Twenty20.India 
is a highly ranked team and 
its players understand their 
specific roles thus mak-
ing the captain’s job much 
easier.

SUNIL NARINE 
SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN IN THE TEST 
SQUAD

Sunil Narine is West 
Indies top spinner and 
in spite of his Test statis-
tics, he should have been 
in the Test squad. When-
ever Narine strikes, there 
is the possibility that he 
can pick up three to four 
wickets per innings. The 
West Indies squad do not 
have many strike bowlers. 
Kemar Roach and Narine 
are the outstanding strike 
bowlers.

NARSINGH 
DEONARINE OR 
VEERASAMMY 
PERMAUL?

Veerasammy Permaul 
should be chosen for the 
first Test match against 
India. This is not because 
he is a better player but his 

type of bowling is needed 
for the Test game. 

TEAM INDIA WILL 
PLAY AGGRESSIVE 
CRICKET

Captain Mahendra Singh 
and his team will be going 
after the Test matches to 
show that they are competi-
tive at Test cricket as well 
as One Day Internation-
als. India squad: Shikhar 
Dhawan, Muralivijay, 
Cheteshwar Pujara, Sachin 
Tendulkar, Virat Kohli, Rohit 
Sharma, mahendra Singh 
Dhoni [captain], Ravichan-
dran Ashwin, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Pragyan Ojha, 
Umesh Yadav, Amit Mishra, 
Ajnr Urethane, Mohammed 
Shami and Ishant Sharma.

West Indies squad:Chris 
Gayle, Kieron Powell, Kirk 
Edwards, Darren Bravo, 

Marlon samuels, Shivnar-
ine Chanderpaul, Denesh 
Ramdin, Darren Sammy 

[captain], Tino Best, Kemar 
Roach, Veerasammy Per-
maul, Sheldon Cotterell, 

Shane Shillingford, Chad-
wick Walton and Narsingh 
Deonarine.

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

India’s Virat Kohli in action during the second one day international cricket match 
against Australia in Visakhapatnam, India. AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi/ fi le

India’s Virat Kohli leads ICC Rankings
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By Shavana aBrUzzo
Sabrina Antoinette HoSang is 

a top-tier food executive, but she 
honed her chops from the bottom 
layer up, immersing herself in the 
highly competitive trade while in 
grade school.

It was hardly a piece of cake, 
reveals the Rockland County resi-
dent.

“When I wasn’t studying, I 
was learning how to make bread, 
answer phones, take orders, and 
deal with wholesalers,” says the 
34-year-old chief operating offic-
er of her family’s pair of compa-
nies, Royal Caribbean Bakery and 
Caribbean Food Delights. “It was 
hard work because I wanted to be 
my own boss.”

HoSang’s parents, Vincent and 
Jeannette — Jamaican immi-
grants of Chinese descent — 
established the family empire 
in the 1970s with a single store 

OccupatiOn: Chief operat-
ing officer.
cOmpany: Royal Caribbean 
Bakery, and Caribbean Food 
Delights.
claim tO fame: “I am a 
competitive person who likes to 
be a leader, not a follower.”
favOrite place: “Any-
where near the water.”
persOn i admire: “My 
parents because they are strong 
people and not afraid of any-
thing.”
persOnal mOttO: “Life is 
too short, it’s up to you to make 
it sweet.”

bio File

Sabrina HoSang Food exec with a sweet 
approach to business ][

in the Bronx, and have seen it 

ascend to the head of the food 

chain as North America’s largest 

Jamaican frozen food and baked 
goods manufacturer. 

HoSang, one of four siblings, 
has only sweetened the pot since 
coming aboard in 2001. 

She introduced “Mr. and Mrs. 
Patty” mascots and toys, revived a 
patty-eating contest, and created 
a bun-and-cheese competition — 
a popular staple at street fairs. 

She is also the brainchild 
behind Sabrina’s Delights, a new, 
more Americanized line of savory 
and sweet foods that are flying off 
shelves in supermarkets and spe-
cialty stores.

Yet the HoSangs have not for-

gotten the community that made 
their success possible. They annu-
ally feed 400 students from dif-
ferent islands that compete in 
track and field at the University of 
Pennsylvania. They fund a mobile 
healthcare clinic in the Carib-
bean. And they donated $150,000 
to a church in Jamaica for a new 
chapel, among their other chari-
table endeavors.

HoSang’s own hard work has 
not gone unnoticed. Assembly-
man Nick Perry (D–Canarsie) 
named her a “Dynamic Woman.” 
The Progressive Democrats Politi-
cal Association handed her an 
excellence award. And the Carib-
bean American Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry inducted her 
as a business visionary. 

Future generations of leaders 
and entrepreneurs can take a bite 
out of HoSang’s tried and tested 
recipe for embracing life to the 

fullest.
“Be passionate about what you 

do,” she says. “Otherwise it won’t 
last.”

“tHe Caribbean 
ameriCan CHamber 
of CommerCe and 
induStry induCted 
Her aS a buSineSS 

viSionary.” 

By Shavana aBrUzzo
Golden Krust Bakery and Grill 

executive Haywood Hawthorne 
will begin Thanksgiving this year 
as he has done in the past. 

The vice president of manu-
facturing and information tech-
nology at his family-owned food 
corporation will travel from his 
Westchester home to a shelter 
in the Bronx to serve piping hot 
jerk turkey, rice and peas, oxtail 
stew, and cocktail patties to the 
homeless.

It is the least he can do, accord-
ing to him.

“It’s my small way to make 
my surrounding world better 
because I’m blessed to work for a 
family who founded a company,” 
says Hawthorne, 32, who man-
ages Golden Krust’s South Bronx 
manufacturing plant, where large 
items, such as breads, buns, and 
patties are made, packaged, and 

OccupatiOn: Vice president 
of manufacturing and informa-
tion technology.
cOmpany: Golden Krust Bak-
ery and Grill. 
claim tO fame: “Getting 
the impossible done.”
favOrite place: “Mon-
tego Bay, Jamaica.”
persOn i admire: “My fa-
ther, Lowell Hawthorne, for his 
humility, empathy, and manner 
in which he conducts himself in 
business.”
persOnal mOttO: “Con-
tinually moving forward.”

bio File

Haywood HawtHorne Food industry big gets 
‘the impossible done’ ][

shipped to 120 franchises, in addi-
tion to retail outlets and special 
outdoor events throughout the 
country.

Hawthorne oversees more than 
170 workers, whom he has come to 
regard as family, celebrating their 
birthdays with catered dinners. 

Some have been with the com-
pany since its inception in 1989 
when his parents, Lowell and 

Lorna, pooled their resources 
with relatives and opened the first 
Golden Krust store on East Gun 
Hill Road in the Bronx, in tribute 
to his grandparents, Ephraim and 
Mavis Hawthorne, who owned and 
operated a bakery in Jamaica. 

Seven years later, the compa-
ny became the first Caribbean-
owned business in the U.S. to be 
granted a franchise license.

Today, Golden Krust endows 
up to 40 college scholarships a 

year, and routinely donates food 
to churches, while its product-
are found in supermarkets, hospi-
tals, schools, and other stores and 
facilities. 

First, they must pass Haw-
thorne’s meticulous inspections. 
He spends a large part of his days 
walking the factory floor of the 
two-acre site, trouble-shooting 
problems, such as iffy dough tem-
peratures and idling trucks, with a 
team of bakers, mixing specialists, 
technicians, and engineers so that 
production sails along smoothly, 
especially during the Easter peak 
season when there are 250,000 
extra buns to make and dispatch.

But the job gets done, as it 
has for the past 24 years, he says, 
because of Golden Krust’s team of 
dedicated workers.

“Joe Torre once said that man-
agers get the credit for the homer-
uns that players hit, but we have 

a lot of players that hit homeruns, 
and they deserve the credit,” says 
Haywood Hawthorne, downplay-
ing his role on a team that is a 
major-league player because of 
managers such as himself.

“managerS get 
tHe Credit for tHe 

HomerunS tHat 
playerS Hit, but we 

Have a lot of playerS 
tHat Hit HomerunS,
and tHey deServe 

tHe Credit.”
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Coral King watched history 

unfold on Jan. 20, when she sat 
in the Blue Room of the White 
House, flanked by actress Angela 
Bassett, and singers Katy Perry 
and John Mayer, waiting for Presi-
dent Obama to be sworn in for his 
second term.

“It was exhilarating — and 
really cold!” recalls the Carib-
bean journalist who covered the 
invitation-only inauguration for 
the Trinidad Guardian, and the 
Jamaican Gleaner, two of the 
media outlets in the Caribbean 
and here that rely on her to deliv-
er all the news that’s fit to print.

King has interviewed high-
ranking government officials, 
such as Grenada Prime Minister 
Keith Mitchell and former Jamai-
can Prime Minister Edward Seaga, 
and assorted celebrities, including 
“Jumping the Broom” actor Laz 

OCCUPATION: Founder.
COMPANY: Coral King PR, 
Entertainment LLC.
CLAIM TO FAME: “I’ve inter-
viewed and worked with several 
celebrities, and promoted 
Caribbean islands at some very 
prominent events.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “An-
guilla.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
mother because even though 
she faced a mountain of ob-
stacles within her life, she was 
strong and resilient through it 
all.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Suc-
cess is where preparation 
meets opportunity.”

BIO FILE
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CORAL KING Journalist, model, and PR 
expert is a one-woman brand][

Alonzo and singer Robin Thicke.
Sometimes they just want to 

dish. Boxing champion Floyd 
Mayweather told King he liked to 
kick back and relax before enter-
ing the ring, when she spoke to 
him in Manhattan last year before 
he squared off against Miguel 
Cotto in Sin City.

“He said he chilled out because 

he put in so much work preceding 
the day of the fight,” says King, 
36, whose multi-pronged career 
extends beyond the Fourth Estate.

She moved to the Big Apple 
from Trinidad and Tobago in 1997, 
and was a sought-after model by 
2011, walking the runway of New 
York Fashion Week for the Ameri-
can design label Badgley Mischka. 

King has also appeared in 
TV commercials for Master-
Card, McDonald’s, and American 
Express, and advertised the boons 
of Georgetown University and 
Chase Bank as a radio voice-over 
artist.

These days, she runs her epon-
ymous public relations and enter-
tainment firm, which brought the 
vibrancy of Jamaica, Anguilla, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands to last 
year’s Bridgehampton Polo Chal-
lenge, where she presented the 
prize to the lucky winner.

King’s aim is to help her clients 
put their best face forward.

“Image is everything,” says 
the Manhattanite, who promoted 
Tobago at the Rush Philanthrop-
ic Arts Gala, founded by Russell 
Simmons, and helped to open 
a second location in the U.S. of 
the Caribbean’s largest furniture 
store, Courts Caribbean.

Could reality TV be next? Actu-
ally yes, she confirms.

“We are working on developing 
a reality show which will feature a 
Caribbean personality,” says King, 
whose entrepreneurial spirit has 
made her a leader, whatever her 
industry.

Logic fuels her success.
“You have to have a good finan-

cial mind, understand the true 
meaning of an asset and a liabili-
ty, then work hard to create assets 
with returns,” notes Coral King, 
whose resourcefulness has earned 

her major bragging rights as she 
works to keep the Caribbean in 
the headlines.

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Gavin Khan provides a gateway 

for Caribbean Americans looking 
to reconnect with their homeland.

The associate vice president of 
Laparkan Trading, the world’s larg-
est Caribbean-owned and operat-
ed ocean and air cargo company, 
manages its northeast district so 
that people can send commercial 
and personal goods to a region 
underserved by traditional package 
delivery companies — whether it is 
machinery to oil traders or food to 
relatives.

“It’s a niche market,” says Khan, 
34, who manages seven retail loca-
tions, a call center, and an export 
warehouse the size of four baseball 
fields in a company co-founded in 
1983 by his father, Guyanese entre-
preneur Glen Khan.

Today, Laparkan is the founding 
father of barrel shipments, a pop-
ular Caribbean custom of trans-

OCCUPATION: Associate vice 
president of northeast region.
COMPANY: Laparkan Trading 
Ltd.
CLAIM TO FAME: “I am 
happy with who I am as a 
person.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “Cap-
podocia, Turkey.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
wife, Menna Eltaki, because 
she is passionate about so 
many worthwhile causes.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “True 
contentment is not in having ev-
erything, but in being satisfi ed 
with everything you have.”
”
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GAVIN KHAN A cargo expert who 
lifts up Caribbeans ][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

porting merchandise in containers. 
The informal channel, known as 
a remittance, is incredibly impor-
tant to the islands. In Jamaica, for 
example, remittances made up 15 
percent of the 2007 gross domestic 
product.

Laparkan is also blazing new 
trails, thanks to Khan, Jr.

When he joined the company in 
2011, he discovered the regional 
offices in Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens, 
Mount Vernon, Jersey, and Toronto 
were not on the same page. He 
started roundtable management 
meetings, focusing on teamwork 
and customer service, complete 
with performance updates and 
operational reviews.

“I wanted to make our employ-
ees feel that they were part of 
something bigger and broader,” 
says the Prospect Heights resident. 
“I also wanted to train our custom-
er representatives to be empathetic 
and proactive.”

Workers gravitated to his rally-
ing approach and open-door policy 
— much to the delight of Khan, 
also captain of the marketing, 
human resources, and technology 
departments.

“Anyone, any level, can come to 
chat,” says the executive, who wel-
comes bonding visits, such as the 
one from the scholarly, Barbadian 
customer service representative, 
who routinely pokes his head into 
his office and inquires, “Do you 
have a minute?”

The grassroots reach has helped 
Laparkan create a college scholar-
ship program, and partner with 
faith-based institutions, with Khan 
as the company’s face in the com-
munity, where he is as comfortable 
handing out flyers at a street event, 
as he is rubbing shoulders with the 
Trinidadian prime minister at the 
Trinidadian Consulate.

The focused and friendly Carib-
bean vibe is extended to the work-
front.

“I’ve tried to create a culture 
where employees can voice opin-
ions and work together to solve 
problems,” says Khan. “This has 

created a greater sense of team-
work and collaboration, which ulti-
mately makes for a happier place 
to work.”
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made my day.”
Another seemingly uncontrol-

lable child — a girl in foster 
care — turned around after he 
enrolled her in a youth bible study 
class, and introduced her to the 
power of decorum.

“I told her it’s important to 
be ladylike and got her involved 
in her own development,” says 
Lynch.

People advocacy runs deep with 
the honoree, whose father was 
killed when he was 11 years old. 

Lynch was an award-winning 
youth supporter in his native 
Jamaica, where he formed the 

United Nations-recognized Law-
man Lynch Foundation. Now 
a permanent resident living in 
Crown Heights, he is dedicated to 
instilling good citizenship among 
inner-city youngsters. As center 
director, he applies for grants, 
networks with city agencies and 
schools, and oversees sports and 
education programs that are life-
lines for his young clients.

“Once you get to know some 
of these young men and women, 
they are much smarter than you 
think,” he says.

Lynch’s achievements are 
handy inspiration — he is the 
youngest chairman of the African 
Caribbean and Pacific States Civil 
Society Forum, and he created 
the online magazine, eliteBUZZ.

Lawman Lynch has crossed 
the ocean to empower people and 
make them understand the trans-
formative power of self-improve-

]
BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

An unruly boy, prone to acting 
up in class and sassing his elders, 
caught the eye of Lawman Lynch, 
director of the after-school pro-
gram at the Bedford Stuyvesant 
branch of the Salvation Army.

Lynch’s simple sleuthing 
revealed the child was having 
problems at home. He swiftly 
took him under his wing, and 
tapped into his talents.

“I had him do his homework 
in my office, and enrolled him in 
the youth choir because he liked 
to sing,” says Lynch. 

Today, the former rapscallion 
is an engaging youngster, who 
let his mentor know just how 
much he appreciated him, when 
he called him up at the crack of 
dawn one Saturday morning.

“His family was going on vaca-
tion, and he wanted to say good-
bye to me,” says Lynch, 30. “It 

OCCUPATION: Program 
director.
COMPANY: The Salvation 
Army.
CLAIM TO FAME: “I am 
the youngest chairman of the 
African Caribbean and Pacifi c 
States Civil Society Forum.” 
FAVORITE PLACE: “Ja-
maica.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
mother, Daliah Campbell, a 
single parent who ensured that 
our family was provided for, and 
received a good education.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “The 
sky is not the limit.”

BIO FILE

P
ho

to
 b

y 
El

iz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

LAWMAN LYNCH A youth advocate on a mission to 
change lives — one child at a time[

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

ment. Yet his work comes with a 
simple mission statement.

“I aim to change lives,” he 
says. 

LAPARKAN PROUDLY CONGRATULATES

VISIT US AT: WWW.LAPARKAN.COM

GAVIN KHAN

ON BEING SELECTED AS A 2013 
“20 UNDER 40” HONOREE.

LAPARKAN IS CELEBRATING 30 YEARS AS THE #1 SHIPPER TO THE CARIBBEAN

“ONCE YOU GET TO 
KNOW SOME OF THESE 

YOUNG MEN AND 
WOMEN, THEY ARE 

MUCH SMARTER THAN 
YOU THINK... I AIM TO 

CHANGE LIVES.”
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Kerry McLean would ride the 

train to Manhattan with her 
youth choir on Saturdays, as a 
teen growing up in the Bronx dur-
ing the 1990s, the rails whipping 
past the blighted Crotona Park–
East Morrisania section where 
financially-strapped landlords had 
torched their buildings a couple of 
decades earlier in a wave of arson 
that became a symbol of urban 
decay, and drew a visit from then-
President Jimmy Carter.

“It was not a place to get lost,” 
says McLean, who works in the 
South Bronx enclave these days, as 
director of community development 
at the Women’s Housing and Eco-
nomic Development Corporation.

Since McLean took the job in 
2008, the organization has filled 
the vacant lots with 174 green 
dwellings, attracted more than 
400 new residents, and brought 

OCCUPATION: Director of 
community development.
COMPANY: Women’s Housing 
and Economic Development 
Corporation. 
CLAIM TO FAME: “I’m the 
product of women who prayed.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “Sitting 
on a verandah in Jamaica.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
parents, Noel and Shirley 
McLean, because they embody 
unconditional love.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “With 
God all things are possible.”

BIO FILE
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KERRY MCLEAN Community developer is helping 
to revitalize the South Bronx ][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

a flurry of mom-and-pop stores 
to the commercial corridor on 
Southern Blvd. between E. 174th 
Street, and Westchester Avenue 
and Simpson Street.

“We became a catalyst for other 
developers,” says the grassroots 
warrior, 37, who walked from store 
to store trying to unify merchants 

who weren’t even on speaking 
terms. “Now there are more than 
30 businesses, which means more 
eyes and more life on the streets.”

She is also trumpeting the 
region’s longstanding music his-

tory at the Bronx Music Heritage 
Center, which she oversees.

“A lot of people don’t know that 
Morrisania is where Donald Byrd, 
Herbie Hancock, and Tito Puentes 
performed,” says McLean, who 
was the only Bronx worker the city 
selected in 2011 to participate in 
its inaugural Coro Neighborhood 
Leadership Program for aspiring 
public leaders.

The South Bronx’s revitaliza-

tion is a work in progress, but it 
has met its match in McLean. She 
grew up in Jamaica in a devout, 
middle-class family, acutely aware 
of the inequality around her, 
before moving to the Bronx in 
1991, where she is an active mem-
ber of the Wake-Eden Community 
Baptist Church in Edenwald.

“I am sensitive to the haves and 
the have-nots,” says McLean, who 
lived for a year in Bolivia, helping 
to develop rural areas through 
tourism events, including coor-
dinating a marathon in El Torno 
near Santa Cruz that had athletes 
and adventurers ziplining through 
forests and over rivers.

A viable, self-sustaining South 
Bronx lies just around the corner, 
according to her, and it is no stroke 
of luck that people are investing in 
the community once again.

“Everybody wants a neighbor-
hood that they are comfortable in, 

where there are businesses, and 
where their children feel safe, and 
we’re all working together toward 
that,” says Kerry McLean, who 
is spearheading critical efforts to 
help turn a once-neglected hinter-
land into a thriving urban oasis.

“EVERYBODY WANTS 
A NEIGHBORHOOD 

THAT THEY ARE 
COMFORTABLE IN, 
... WHERE THEIR 

CHILDREN FEEL SAFE.”
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the minimum wage is around $280 
dollars a month.

“He was really appreciative,” says 
Nichols, 36, a Jamaican national 
who graduated from Monroe’s New 
Rochelle campus with a 3.98 grade 
point average, landing a spot on the 

prestigious President’s List. 
After graduation he joined Price-

waterhouseCoopers, the world’s 
second-largest professional services 
firm where he had once interned, 
working his way up to senior asso-
ciate. Nichols completed a year-
long assignment in Canada for the 
company, before switching gears in 
2012 and relocating to the St. Lucia 

campus, when his wife accepted a 
job transfer to the island.

Since then, the administra-
tor has de-stressed the academic 
experience for students looking to 
complete their higher education, 
introducing extended tuition plans 
and textbook financing, while keep-
ing the graduation dream alive for 
those in danger of faltering. 

He swiftly contacted a math pro-
fessor for extra tutorials when he 
noticed an otherwise bright student 
struggling with a math course. 

“In the end, she was able to 
pass and graduate,” says Nichols, 
who travels across the Caribbean 
to recruit students to the college 
named after the fifth president of 
the U.S. — an enduring institu-
tion founded in 1933 in the Bronx 
by Mildred King, with seven female 
students and a five-dollar tuition 
fee.

The legacy is being continued 

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
A student at the St. Lucia cam-

pus of New York’s Monroe Col-
lege was having difficulty meet-
ing her outstanding tuition bal-
ance, as graduation day loomed 
— until administration director 
Neil Nichols stepped in.

“She had lost her job and couldn’t 
access her loans, so we worked out a 
financial plan for her,” says Nichols, 
an accountant by trade, who put 
together a good-faith payment deal 
so the woman could participate in 
her cap-and-gown ceremony. “It 
made a whole lot of difference to 
her and her family.”

Nichols, who oversees seven 
departments at the college — his 
alma mater — also beefed up secu-
rity at the tiny campus with less 
than 400 students, when one of 
them was robbed of his tuition on 
the way to making a payment. 

The director drafted extra secu-

OCCUPATION: Director of 
administration. 
COMPANY: Monroe College. 
CLAIM TO FAME: “My pro-
fessionalism and my ability to 
deal with people.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “Jamaica”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My fa-
ther, Keith Nichols, because of 
his honesty and integrity.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Ex-
ercise caution, but let this not 
blind you to virtue because life 
is full of heroism.”

BIO FILE

NEIL NICHOLS A college director who is 
in a class of his own ][

rity guards to patrol the block, 
and credited an extra class to the 
fraught man, who had lost $2,000 
in one fell swoop — no small mat-
ter in a nation where people fund 
their own college bills, and where 

today for people aspiring to better 
themselves, against the odds. They 
have a staunch supporter in Neil 
Nichols, who remains in a class of 
his own for reducing the setbacks, 
as they work towards their gradu-
ation day.

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Haitian activist Yve-Car Mom-

perousse was taken aback when 
some girl scouts, whom she was 
thanking for raising money to 
help earthquake victims, began to 
scoff at the eye-pleasing picture 
she showed them of the island 
nation of her ancestors.

“They said, ‘That’s not Haiti, 
where are the guns? Where are all 
the people that are hurt?’ ” recalls 
the Brooklynite, who was fundrais-
ing for a relief organization as assist-
ant director of alumni relations at 
the University of Pennsylvania.

The perception plagued her 
because of Haiti’s contributions 
to civil society.

“Haiti set the precedent for 
freedom in the world,” says Mom-
perousse, 31, who traveled there 
multiple times after the 2010 dis-
aster to work with the Ministry of 
Education to restore literacy, pro-

OCCUPATION: Founder and 
CEO.
COMPANY: Kreyol Essence.
CLAIM TO FAME: “Revolu-
tionizing how folk think about 
Haiti, and how business is done 
in Haiti.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “My 
bedroom.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
mother, Yvette Momperousse, 
because she gives me the confi -
dence to be fearless.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Ask 
not what your country can do 
for you, ask what you can do 
for your country” — President 
John F. Kennedy.

BIO FILE

YVE-CAR MOMPEROUSSE Advocate forms the building 
blocks for a self-reliant Haiti ][
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vide administrators with recovery 
tools, and teach students how to 
effect their own renaissance. 

The emotionally taxing visits 
moved her to help reinvigorate Hai-
ti’s economy and jumpstart its agro-
tourism industry. Momperousse 
gave up her day job this year to focus 
full time on her five-year-old beauty 
company, Kreyol Essence, whose 
organic products for hair, skin, and 

body — including Momperousse’s 
signature Haitian black castor oil 
— are grown and produced in Haiti, 
from seed to package. 

She employs more than 50 farm-
ers and women, whom she provides 
with start-up funds and loan guar-
antees to launch their own entrepre-
neurial dreams, and she has created 
70 new jobs in the largely neglected 
southern region. Her work is a new 
economic model that does not rely 
on charity, she adds.

“I’m just scratching the surface 
of what is to come,” says Momper-
ousse, who is helping to form the 
building blocks for a more self-
reliant Haiti, after being inspired 
by its national spirit in the wake 
of the catastrophe.

She says she saw familiar build-
ings reduced to rubble, but resil-
ient youngsters driven to improve 
their communities. One college 
student, whose presentation she 

attended at a university where 
classes were being held in tents, 
re-channeled his studies after 
learning about the threat of chol-
era, she shares.

“The earthquake inspired him 
to do research on the treatment of 
water,” says Momperousse, whose 
advocacy for Haitians began long 
before the calamity.

She co-founded the National Hai-
tian Student Alliance with Gram-
my Award winner Wyclef Jean in 
2005, uniting Haitian Americans at 
national conferences that featured 
notable Caribbean guest speakers, 
such as writer Edwidge Danticat 
and Sen. Kwami Raoul (D–Illinois). 
Momperousse’s work has been 
applauded. She is an Orphans Inter-
national Worldwide Global Citizen, 
and the Haitian Times named her a 
rising star of 2013, among her other 
salutes.

Haiti’s recovery is an uphill one, 

but thanks to the hard work of entre-
preneurs such as Yve-Car Momper-
ousse, the first rays of sunshine are 
appearing after the long eclipse.

“THE ADMINISTRATOR 
HAS DE-STRESSED THE 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

FOR STUDENTS 
LOOKING TO COMPLETE 

THEIR HIGHER 
EDUCATION.”
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
America’s favorite pastime is 

wired to win in the cyber league, 
and Andrew Patterson is a digital 
All-Star who wants fans to cap-
ture the action in a new and excit-
ing field of dreams.

“Baseball is a social conver-
sation.” says Patterson, a media 
director at Major League Base-
ball Advanced Media, the league’s 
internet and interactive branch. 
“When you leave and go to a 
new state, and find someone from 
New York, one of the first things 
they ask is, ‘How are the Yankees 
doing?’ ” 

Patterson helps to repurpose 
content on social media sites, so 
that fans can be a part of the 
drama, on and off the field, con-
necting with players behind the 
scenes and livestreaming their 
own videos and clips at stadiums 
hooked up to the web. 

OCCUPATION: Director of 
New Media.
COMPANY: Major League 
Baseball Advanced Media.
CLAIM TO FAME: “Finding 
new ways to reach and enter-
tain baseball fans.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “New 
York City.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
parents, Carol and Horace Pat-
terson, because they have been 
instrumental in helping to make 
me the person I am.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Keep 
trying.”

BIO FILE

ANDREW PATTERSON Digital All-Star is a big hit 
in MLB’s new cyber league ][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

Fans saw Los Angeles Angels 
of Anaheim outfielder Mike Trout 
ham it up on a fishing trip with 
his family. They were a fly on the 
locker-room wall, when the Bos-
ton Red Sox had a champagne 
toast after their World Series vic-
tory. They watched Detroit Tigers’ 
first baseman Prince Fielder play-

ing catch with his son before the 
Home Run Derby at Citi Field. 
And they posted their Halloween 
pumpkins, carved with favorite 
team logos, for trick-or-treaters 

around the world to admire.
“The idea is to create a web 

community, and if three million 
people are fans of a team, then we 
can create a whole experience,” 
says Patterson, 29, a second-gen-
eration Jamaican, who helps to 
operate the league’s website, MLB.
com that livestreams audio and 
video game broadcasts, provides 
schedules, standings, and statis-
tics — plus information on each 

of the 30 teams — with “real-time 
correspondents” delivering on-
the-ground updates and content. 

The cyber alternative is a grand 
slam for fans who can’t be there, 
he says.

“The deluxe experience will 
always be in the stadium, but we 
try to give fans around the world 
one as close to that as possible,” 
says Patterson, who worked on a 
campaign last year that reward-
ed followers with prizes, if they 
tweeted a hashtag to promote 
MLB.TV’s streaming service that 
zoomed the metadata marker to 
the top of Twitter’s national and 
global trending charts for hours. 

Major League Baseball’s virtual 
springboard is batting unprece-
dented new home runs for enthu-
siasts looking for more bang for 
their buck, says Andrew Patterson, 
who is there to help them seize the 
moment.

“We get fans to share their pas-
sion for sports and be able to see 
athletes being just regular people,” 
he says. “These are the things that 
ultimately resonate with all of us 
who love baseball.”

“THE IDEA IS TO CREATE 
A WEB COMMUNITY, 

AND IF THREE MILLION 
PEOPLE ARE FANS OF 

A TEAM, THEN WE 
CAN CREATE A WHOLE 

EXPERIENCE.”

Go to 
www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com 

for the latest in 

 Caribbean news 
 Entertainment 
 Sports 
 Business 
 Viewpoints 

 and more.

GET 
Connected.

CACCI Sponsors and Conducts Workshops and Provides Technical Assistance

In Areas of
 Small Business Services – Financial Empowerment
MWBE Certifi cation Preparation – Job Development 

Small Business Services
Workshops and One-On-One Confi dential Business Counseling designed to help small business owners who need 

technical assistance on how to locate small business resources to manage a successful business in New York City. 

Financial Literacy
Workshops targeted to small business owners on such critical issues as Credit Worthiness, Banking, Loans, Cash 

Flow, Insurance, Budgeting, Homeownership, Foreclosures and Investment and more… 

CACCI NYC MWBE Certifi cation Preparation Program
CACCI continues to engage small business owners in the process of becoming certifi ed by the City of New York 
so that they can have an opportunity to do business with NYC. Hands-on interactive workshops and technical 

assistance are provided in order to complete the MWBE certifi cation application. 

Job Development Workshops and Referrals
Topics include (1) Resume Development; (2) Finding the hidden job market; (3) How to prepare and have a successful 
interview; (4) How to identify transferable skills that can expand job search options; (5) Use your time as a volunteer, 

gain practical experience and paid employment (6) Networking tips (7) Employment interview tips. 

CACCI SCORE Small Business Counseling
 SCORE conducts weekly confi dential business counseling sessions on 

“How to start, manage and operate a small business.”

Free and by Appointments Only – Take Advantage of these Workshops.
 Register Today! FREE  Small Business Workshops

 Contact CACCI at: (718) 834-4544
 Thank you for your support! Become a member of CACCI

Dr. Roy A. Hastick, Sr., President/CEO/Founder
These workshops are made possible by the New York City Council – Brooklyn Delegation
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
“Money makes the world go 

round,” famously sang Liza Min-
nelli and Joel Grey in the 1972 big-
screen classic, “Cabaret.”

Susanne Walker, a financial jour-
nalist at Bloomberg News, agrees 
wholeheartedly.

“Finance is essential to the exist-
ence of the human race,” she says. 
“It determines a person’s supply of 
food, clothing, and shelter, the rise 
and fall of governments, and the 
success or failure of corporations.”

Walker’s work tracks the biggest 
corporation of them all — the U.S. 
government. She keeps her readers 
— an impressive line up of finan-
cial traders, strategists, professors, 
economists, portfolio managers, 
and politicians — up to date on 
the complexities of Treasury bonds, 
one of four tools in Uncle Sam’s 
debt-financing arsenal.

OCCUPATION: Financial 
journalist.
COMPANY: Bloomberg News.
CLAIM TO FAME: “Delivering 
the nation’s fi nancial health to 
my readers.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “Pompei, 
Italy.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “Hillary 
Rodham Clinton because she 
exudes strength and confi dence 
in the face of adversity.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Focus 
on the solution.”
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SUSANNE WALKER Financial journalist reports on the 
nation’s economic health and wealth ][

John Q. Public and Jane Doe 
might need a college degree to 
understand even the headlines that 
cap her erudite reports — among 
them, “Treasury 5-year yield at 
record low after retail sales fall” and 
“US 10-year yield touches 3-month 
low on Europe-debt concern.”

Walker, 36, who emigrated from 
Jamaica in 1990, has made a career 
out of high finance because of its 
widespread influence on politics, 
the economy, and our quality of 
life.

“Treasuries are important to 
the overall health of U.S. finan-
cial conditions because the yields 
on the securities are used to help 
to set interest rates on various 
loans, including mortgages and 
car loans,” says Walker, whose job 
intensifies during economic, politi-
cal and financial slumps. 

“I have to explain to the rest 
of the world how the events are 
impacting U.S. Treasuries and the 
ripple effect it has on borrowing 
costs,” she adds.

A global financial meltdown was 
mounting, when Walker started at 
Bloomberg News in 2009.

“Investors feared America and 

the rest of the world would collapse 
into another great depression,” says 
the reporter, who makes her living 
covering economic crises.

When the government shutdown 
last month, she was tasked with 
finding out how the impasse would 
affect national borrowing costs — 
an ongoing story for Walker.

“As U.S. policy gets pushed into 
next year and the White House and 
Congress continue to battle over 
the budget, I will be on the front-
lines explaining to America the 
impact on Treasury yields,” says the 
writer, who works in her company’s 
Manhattan office, tracking prices 
and revenues from an electron-
ic system, and interviewing Wall 
Street professionals throughout the 
day to cover fluctuations in real 
time.

Finance is a grassroots move-
ment for Susanne Walker — a 

former vice president of the New 
York arm of the Jamaica Labor 
Party — and every day provides a 
fresh opportunity to apprise the 
world about the universal commod-
ity that makes it tick.

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Art and design were born to be 

stars, notes Yasmin Spiro, associ-
ate director for marketing at Inte-
rior Design magazine.

“They change the way we see 
life,” she says. “They will always 
be important.”

Spiro’s work at the trade pub-
lication — an industry bible — 
includes developing events and 
competitions that hail architec-
tural and design excellence on an 
international level.

Last year’s “Best of Year” con-
test awarded the prized plaudit to 
winners from around the world in 
100 categories — including office, 
residence, kitchen and bath, and 
showroom — culminating with 
a four-hour ceremony in Battery 
Park, Manhattan, with a portion 
of the proceeds benefitting Hur-
ricane Sandy victims.

Those four hours took near-

OCCUPATION: Associate 
marketing director. and visual 
artist.
COMPANY: Interior Design.
CLAIM TO FAME: “I take a 
creative approach to anything 
I do.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “My 
parents’ farmhouse in St. Ann, 
Jamaica.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
editor-in-chief, Cindy Allen, 
because she cares about every 
detail of design.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Life 
imitates art far more than art 
imitates life” — Oscar Wilde. 

BIO FILE

YASMIN SPIRO Design doyenne adds 
beauty to our lives ][
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ly a year to coordinate, accord-
ing to Spiro, 39, a former design 
manager at the Brooklyn Acad-

emy of Music, whose team solic-
ited and sorted through submis-
sions, brainstormed the signature 
design, and set up a website.

“I worked the creative end,” 
says the Jamaican American, 
whose services have been sought 
after by the likes of Martha Stew-
art and the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art.

Being art-smart runs in her 
family. Her father is an architect, 
her mother is an artist, and Spiro 
is a studio artist and founding 
member of tART, a women’s col-
lective in DUMBO.

Her eco-friendly installations 

are thought-provoking. 
“Tracking” made from salvaged 

wood recreates the now-defunct, 
168-year-old Western Jamaica 
Connecting Railway, the first rail-
way line built in the British West 
Indies, and a piece of history she 
once traveled along as a child, 
when it was still in use.

“We passed through the back 
neighborhoods, shanty towns, 
and farm areas, it’s a vivid mem-
ory,” says Spiro, who exhibited 
the installation at a Caribbean 
art show at Florida Gulf Coast 
University, alongside the work of 
renowned late Cuban artist Ana 
Medita.

“Hanging,” another Spiro 
installation made of raw materi-
als, depicting an abandoned draw-
bridge suspended in mid-air, was 
shown at Art Basel in Miami.

Yasmin Spiro has her own take 
on why art and design will always 

be a part of our lives.
“We have a visceral attrac-

tion to it,” she says, echoing the 
famous words of poet John Keats, 
“Truth is beauty, beauty is truth.”

“ART AND DESIGN –
THEY CHANGE THE 
WAY WE SEE LIFE.
THEY WILL ALWAYS 
BE IMPORTANT... WE 

HAVE A VISCERAL 
ATTRACTION TO IT.”
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
“You can’t get from point A to 

point B without a car,” says car 
dealer Jordan Wright. “You need 
that car to make a living.”

Wright helped to seal the deal 
on 2,000 automobiles last year — 
around five a day — as general man-
ager and finance director at his fam-
ily’s Quality Auto Mall in Rutherford, 
N.J., the state’s second largest Ford 
dealership of new and used cars.

To say he is an automotive expert 
is an understatement. 

As a teenager, Wright, 32, 
unloaded trucks, stocked parts, 
and washed vehicles in the Mount 
Vernon showroom his father, Cecil 
Wright, opened in New York 20 
years ago. After college, he learned 
about car finance and inventory 
management at the family’s second 
Ford retail outlet in Elmwood Park, 
N.J. The two companies have since 

OCCUPATION: General man-
ager and fi nance director.
COMPANY: Quality Auto Mall.
CLAIM TO FAME: “Provid-
ing a superior customer service 
experience.”
FAVORITE PLACE:  “The golf 
course.”
PERSON I ADMIRE: “My 
wife, Lauren Wright, for her 
strength and perseverance.”
PERSONAL MOTTO:   “If it 
was easy, everybody would be 
doing it.”

BIO FILE

JORDAN WRIGHT Car dealer is in the driver’s seat 
at his family-owned company ][

merged into the full-service Ruther-
ford facility.

“My dad started me from the 
ground up, and I’ve worked every 
different position in the dealership,” 
says Wright, who can still be found 
putting a soapy loofah to a wind-
shield and moving cars about the 
showroom.

The Jamaican American’s time 
has been time well spent — for the 
buyers. Their “thank you” letters 
are proudly tacked on a board in 
the customer service lounge, along-
side Ford’s valued President’s Award, 
much to the seller’s satisfaction.

“I make sure customers are 
pleased with their experience,” says 
Wright, adding he gives as much 
attention to the custom-car hound 
ordering a 700-horsepower Mustang 
as to the seniors on a fixed income 
looking to buy an economy vehicle. 
“I want them all to feel as if they are 
spending a lot of money, no matter 
how much it is.”

He extends the same regard to his 
70 employees.

“Everybody knows something 
about somebody’s family here,” says 
Wright, whose friendly, hands-on 
approach is well reputed in a busi-
ness where referrals make up a sig-

nificant portion of the customer 
base.

He values those references. 
“When somebody says, ‘Someone 

sent me down here,’ that’s what 
really sells the car,” says the hono-
ree, whose own show of support is 
evidenced in his inroads into the 
community, where he lends a con-
vertible for the annual Labor Day 
parade for the mayor to ride in and 
teams up with local sports teams 
for charity, in a gesture to his own 
sports background. 

Wright was a four-year starter on 
the two-time conference champion-
ship football team at Muhlenberg 
College, and voted all-conference for 
three years in a row.

The company’s track record is as 
sporting — and multi-generational, 
too.

“I’ll see people that my father sold 
cars to back in the 1970s, and now 

they’re bringing their grandkids 
in to the dealership,” says Jordan 
Wright, who is in the driver’s seat. as 
he leads a new generation through 
a highly competitive industry with 
skills developed in the trenches.

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Caribbean or American. The 

dilemma stumps many second-
generation Caribbean Americans 
— but not cultural entrepreneur 
Shelley Vidia Worrell, whose 
parents hail from Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

“My Caribbean identity is baked 
in me, but I stopped trying to 
prove my Caribbean-ness because 
I don’t need the validation,” says 
Worrell, founder of caribBEING 
arts and culture company, who 
visited 25 islands, only to be told 
by some inhabitants that she 
wasn’t Caribbean enough. 

They should only know. The 
Flatbush entrepreneur, a former 
digital media executive whose 
bosses included Google and Time 
Warner, gave up her lucrative 
career to work unsalaried with a 
team of volunteers on caribBE-
ING and its flagship event, the 

OCCUPATION: Founder, chief 
curator, and cultural entrepre-
neur.
COMPANY: caribBEING, the 
Flatbush Film Festival, and 
Worrell Media Group.
CLAIM TO FAME: “I was 
able to turn my passion into 
something tangible and take it 
around the world.”
FAVORITE PLACE: “The 
French Caribbean.” 
PERSON I ADMIRE: My 
parents, Marva Samaroo and 
Ethelbert Worrell, for being pio-
neers and visionaries.”
PERSONAL MOTTO: “Trust 
yourself. You know more than 
you think you do” — Dr. Spock 

BIO FILE
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SHELLEY WORRELL A cultural entrepreneur who 
brings the islands to the world][

T WENT Y UNDER FORT Y

Flatbush Film Festival, to share 
Caribbean arts, cinema, and cul-
ture with audiences here and 
overseas.

Worrell, 36, who recently 
formed the Worrell Media Group, 
debuts emerging artists and 
acquaints new generations with 

such established ones as filmmak-
ers Horace Ové and Storm Saulter 
at festivals, exhibits, and trade 
shows, including the Caribbean: 
Crossroads of the World exhibi-
tion at the Queens Museum of 
Art, the Summer Film Academy 
in Poland, the Caribbean Film 
Forum and Market in Cuba, and 
the Pan-African Film Festival in 
France.

Worrell says Ové, who holds the 
Guinness World Record for being 
the first black British film-maker 
to direct a feature-length film, was 
pleased about the renewed attention 
for his movies, including “Pressure” 
(1975) about a Trinidadian man 
adrift between two cultures.

“He was excited that we resur-
rected his film,” says Worrell, who 
conceived the Flatbush Film Fes-
tival as an undergraduate Carib-
bean Studies student at Brooklyn 
College.

The showcase has since added 
an art program and a larger cul-
ture series, in conjunction with 
Tribeca Cinema, Maysles Cinema, 
El Museo del Barrio, and MoCA-
DA. But Worrell remains mindful 
of the community where she was 
born and raised, and where she 
still lives on a leafy block that has 
won green-thumb awards.

“Flatbush is one of the largest 
Caribbean ‘cities’ in the world,” 
says the honoree, who hosts an 
annual summer pop-up film series 
so her neighbors can view classic 
and contemporary cinema for free 
at area venues, such as the historic 
Flatbush Dutch Reform Church.

Caribbean Americans look-
ing to be beamed to the bustling 
islands of their forefathers — if 
only for a few hours — have an 
open invitation from Shelley Vidia 
Worrell.

“We have built an open plat-

form so anyone can participate in 
Caribbean arts, culture, and iden-
tity,” she says.



B

Q

Page A23 • Caribbean Life • TW
ENTY UNDER FORTY • Nov. 8-14, 2013

ork College not only opens doors of  opportunity, we open eyes to what is possible and spark aspira-
tions.  We inspire our students to dream big and then equip them with the skills to create a new real-
ity.  From a core liberal-arts platform, we have built out a cutting-edge curriculum that keeps pace with 
today’s in-demand jobs and global career paths such as medicine, science, law and transportation. 
York College offers more than 40 major disciplines including Accounting, Art History, Biotechnology, 
Business Administration,  Communications Technology, Computer Science, Economics, English, Fine 
and Performing Arts, Foreign Languages, Music, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Physics, Pre-Med, 
Psychology, Social Work, Speech Communications and Theatre Arts, Studio Art, Teacher Education….
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n Behalf  of  the Students, Faculty and Staff  of  
York College/CUNY, Dr. Marcia V. Keizs, 
President, Congratulates Caribbean Life’s 

“20 Under 40” Honorees as the Next Generation of
Caribbean-American Leaders!

We Wish the Publication and the Honorees Continued 
Success!
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2013 TWENTY UNDER FORTY HONOREES

AnyA Ayoung Chee MelissA ChApMAn MArC Chin AnDreW ClArKe Jinelle CrAig

Dexter english Junior george hAyWooD hAWthorne sAbrinA hosAng gAvin KhAn

CorAl King lAWMAn lynCh Kerry MCCleAn yve-CAr MoMperousse neil niChols

AnDreW pAtterson yAsMin spiro susAnne WAlKer shelley Worrell JorDAn Wright

Where the Caribbean and its  Diaspora Meet©
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