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CAREER TRAINING

By Bert Wikinson
The Caribbean-led commission 

of inquiry into the July fatal police 
shootings of three opposition sup-
porters ended with submissions 
from attorneys last Friday and 
judging from the comments of 
several commissioners, their final 
report will clearly lay blame on the 
riot police units for the deaths and 
injuries to more than 20 people 
despite attempts by government to 
suggest that a phantom group had 
in fact done the shooting.

 National Security Minister 
Clement Rohee was among the 
last of dozens of witnesses to testi-
fy, spending nearly a full day in the 
witness box, answering questions 

from attorneys Basil Williams and 
Nigel Hughes, but a reference deep 
into the statement Rohee tendered 
to the commission urging riot 
police “to take all lawful steps” 
to clear the crucial river bridge 
linking the city with the interior 
might well serve as confirmation 
that he might have given the order 
to officers to fire on protestors. He 
had denied such suggestions on 
the witness stand.

The incident had its genesis 
around April of this year when 
authorities announced steep hikes 
in electricity rates for the depressed 
and opposition-controlled bauxite 
mining town of Linden, 65, miles 
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shoot protestors

A Pledge to Finish the Job

By Azad Ali
Trinidad and Tobago (T&T) 

has now been removed from 
the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATA) dark-grey list after being 
on the “brink” of being black-
listed by the intergovernmental 
body. As a result, the twin-island 
Caribbean republic will no long-
er be directly monitored by the 
organization,

In making the announcement 
this week, Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar noted that in 
February 2010, FATF publicly 
identified the country as having 
strategic anti-money laundering 
combating financing of terror-
ism (AMLCFT) deficiencies and 
was rated “partially compliant or 
non-compliant” with 15 of the 
16 key and core regulations of 

the FATF.
She said the FATF at its plenary 

in Paris agreed to move Trinidad 
from the list of countries with 
strategic AMLCFT deficiencies.

The prime minister said the 
FATA welcomed this country’s 
“significant progress” in improv-
ing AMLCFT regime and had 
established the legal and regula-

T&T removed from global dark-grey list

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4

President Barack Obama waves as he walks on stage with fi rst lady Michelle Obama and 
daughters Malia and Sasha at his election night party Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012, in Chicago. 
Obama defeated Republican challenger former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney. See page 
3. AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster
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Caribbean
Janice Pereira has been appoint-

ed chief justice of the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme Court.

Justice Pereira, the first woman 
to the post, replaces Justice Hugh 
Anthony Rawlins, who retired on 
July 31.

The University of the West 
Indies graduate joined the East-
ern Caribbean Supreme Court as 
a High Court judge in 2003 and 
later as a judge with the Appeal 
Court. The British Virgin Islands 
national received notice of her 
appointment recently from the 
Office of the Lord High Chancel-
lor in the United Kingdom, Chris 
Grayling.

In Septem-
ber, she received 
letters patent 
issued by Queen 
Elizabeth confer-
ring the appointment.

Antigua
Britain is warning that a poor-

ly managed citizenship program 
could result in visa requirements 
for people traveling with Antigua 
& Barbuda passports.

Second Secretary at the Brit-
ish High Commission in Barba-
dos, Daniel Carruthers, said while 
London does not oppose the eco-
nomic initiative, it must be above 
board.

C a r r u t h e r s 
said Britain is 
more concerned 
about the safety 
of its citizens 
than what countries do to sustain 
their economies.

“The concerns that we have 
around them (such programs) 
are more about the way they are 
administered. We understand 
that for some countries that is 
a way to raise revenue and raise 
investments in that country,” 
Carruthers said.

“We encourage countries to 
manage them well,” he added.

Britain wants economic citi-
zenship programs to be “prop-
erly monitored” with “very thor-
ough” due diligence checks and 
to ensure that people trying to 
obtain that type of citizenship 
have a “physical link” to that 
country.

Antigua and Barbuda citizen 
enjoy free entry into Britain, but 
officials at the Barbados office say 
the country is constantly under 
review.

In 2009, Antigua and Barbuda 
underwent a visa-waiver check 
from Britain and came out clean 
but Carruthers revealed that “any 
country reserves the right to put 
in place a visa regime at any time 
in order to protect its borders.”

Britain looks at several factors 
before it imposes visa restriction 
on countries

Grenada
Grenada has managed to boost 

international investor confidence 
by making its 
overdue coupon 
payment on its 
US$193 million 
bond due 2025 
before the expiry of the 30-day 
grace period the country was 
given when it missed the sched-
uled Sept. 15 deadline.

On Oct. 12, the Grenada gov-
ernment sent funds to its paying 
agent that were sufficient to pay 
holders of its bonds in full for the 
interest owed to them since the 
missed payment.

The payment came a few days 
after the government castigated 
Wall Street-based credit ratings 
agency Standard & Poor’s Rating 
Services for publicly stating on 

the international markets that 
it considered Grenada to be in 
default on its debt obligation and 
lowering the island’s foreign cur-
rency credit ratings to ‘SD’ (selec-
tive default) from ‘B-/B’.

However, in light of the pay-
ment, S&P made an about turn 
and upgraded Grenada’s status, 
although not to previous levels.

S&P explained: “The large and 
persistent fiscal and external defi-
cits, debt management difficul-
ties as a result of weak liquidity, 
and dim near-term growth pros-
pects limit our ratings on Gre-
nada. The government’s access to 
the Caribbean Regional Govern-
ment Securities Market, as well as 
funding and aid from multilateral 
and government sources, support 
the ratings.”

Haiti
The Bahamas Department of 

I m m i g r a t i o n 
repatriated 113 
Haitians and 
20 other illegal 
immigrants to 
their countries of 
origin recently, Director of Immi-
gration Jack Thompson revealed.

The 113 Haitians, comprising 

92 men, 19 women and two chil-
dren, were sent to Port-au-Prince 
on a Bahamas Air flight, said 
Thompson.

Two Dominicans, 12 Brazil-
ians and six Jamaicans were also 
repatriated to their respective 
homeland via COPA Airlines and 
Air Jamaica, he said.

“The department wishes to 
remind the public of its firm 
and resolute efforts to repatri-
ate those persons found residing 
or working without legal status,” 
Thompson said.

Jamaica
The Jamaica police have warned 

citizens against taking the law 
into their hands after at least 
two persons were 
killed by mobs.

“Citizens have 
a duty to report 
crimes to the 
police or where possible appre-
hend felons and hand them over 
to the police. On no account must 
any one inflict punishment on a 
suspected offender,” Commission-
er of Police Owen Ellington said.

He warned that those involved 
in mob justices would be charged 
with murder.

“Every case of mob killing is 
classified as murder and will be 
thoroughly investigated by the 
police so that those responsible 
are arrested and charged,” Elling-
ton said.

Several civic and human rights 
groups have deplored the vigilan-
te-style justice in Jamaica where 
the latest incident with the recent 
killing of 29-year-old Dwight 
Lester, a mason, who was report-
edly set upon by residents after 
he was allegedly caught breaking 
into premises in the St. Catherine 
community.

And an angry mob killed Oral 
Smith, 23, after he reportedly 
beat another man to death when 
his demand for J$100 was not 
met.

St. Lucia
A project aimed at improving 

the efficiencies of public services 
in the sub-region through the 
regional Tax E-filing system was 
recently launched by the Castries-
based Secretariat of the Organi-
zation of Eastern 
Caribbean States 
(OECS).

The project 
financed under 
the OECS Electronic Government 
for Regional Integration Project 
(EGRIP) seeks to promote the 
efficient, quality and transpar-
ency of public services in the 
nine OECS countries, through 
the delivery of regionally inte-
grated e-government applications 
that take advantage of economies 
of scale.

Senior Director at the Central 
Secretariat Randy Cato said the 
Front End Tax E-filing System 
has been designed to enable elec-
tronic registration, filing of dec-
larations and returns and elec-
tronic payments of taxes.

He said the Tax-e filing System 
is also anticipated to help mem-
ber states boost investment and 
reduce expenditure.

The governments of the Com-
monwealth of Dominica, Gre-
nada, St. Lucia and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines have each 
received soft loan financing in 
an amount equivalent to US$2.4 
million, from the World Bank for 
implementation of the OECS Elec-
tronic Government for Regional 
Integration Project.

The loans are provided under a 
special facility of the concessional 
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Schools reopen in Cuba
Students salute as they sing their national anthem before classes begin in Santiago de Cuba, 
Cuba, Monday, Nov. 5, 2012. Classes resumed Monday in a sign of some return to normalcy af-
ter the passing of Hurricane Sandy, but more than 100 schools remain shuttered due to storm 
damage. See page 8. AP Photo/Ismael Francisco, Cubadebate
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By Donna Lamb
The Greater Works 

Deliverance Church, pas-
tored by Sharlene Nash-
Pryor at 1098 Bedford Ave. 
in Brooklyn, is a social-
ly conscious church that 
believes in addressing 
issues that affect the com-
munity. To that end, on 
a recent Sat., it hosted a 
teach-in on youth incarcer-
ation, featuring the docu-
mentary film Juvie, about 
youth tried and sentenced 
as adults.

The event was organized 
by the Center for NuLead-
ership on Urban Solutions 
(CNUS), under the direction 
of its executive director, Dr. 
Divine Pryor. Growing up, 
Pryor himself dropped out 
of school and got involved 
in criminal activity that 
landed him in jail; how-
ever, he pulled himself up 
and went on to become 
a college professor, law-
enforcement consultant 
and motivational speaker. 
He co-founded CNUS, an 
independent think tank 
founded and developed 
by formerly incarcerated 
professionals working to 
increase justice through 
system reform, community 
empowerment and individ-
ual transformation.

CNUS recently launched 
Project ReNu, serving indi-
viduals returning home 
from prison, on parole and/
or in recovery from drug 
and alcohol abuse. One of 

the many services it pro-
vides is a record repair pro-
gram that helps individuals 
obtain, review and correct 
their “rap sheets.” Stated 
Pryor, “Anyone who’s ever 
been arrested should have 
a copy of their rap sheet. 
No one should ever know 
things on your record that 
you don’t know.”

He went on to say that 
once errors are corrected, if 
the individual wants to file 
for a Certificate of Rehabil-
itation, Project ReNu helps 
with that, too. The organi-
zation has also launched 
workshops teaching people 

how to tell their personal 
narrative so when they’re 
sitting before a potential 
employer, the Housing 
Authority, or an educa-
tional institution they will 
be able to talk about their 
criminal record in a way 
that minimizes the stigma 
and allows them to be seen 
as a full person.

Pryor then introduced 
Juvies, directed by award-
winning filmmaker Les-
lie Neale, who taught a 
video production class at 
Los Angeles Central Juve-
nile Hall to 12 juveniles 
who were all being tried as 

adults. Juvies is the prod-
uct of that class. Narrated 
by actor Mark Wahlberg, 
himself a former juvenile 
offender, the film follows 
the lives of several young 
people who will serve most, 
if not all, their lives behind 
bars for crimes they either 
did not commit or were 
only marginally involved 
in.

Among the youth fea-
tured in the film is Duc, 
who was arrested when he 
was 16-year old because 
he was driving a car when 
shots were fired from it. No 

Teach-in on youth incarceration

Dr. Divine Pryor tells audience about Project ReNu initiatives. 
 Photo by Donna Lamb&#xA;

By Ivet González
    HAVANA, Oct. 31, 2012 

- Sandra Ribalta is no longer 
satisfied with getting more 
and more people involved 
in the task of greening 
the neighbourhood of Las 
Cañas in the Cuban capi-
tal. She is now working to 
raise awareness of “climate 
change, as the key reason 
for reforestation.”

    “People grow plants for 
aesthetic reasons, to have 
prettier surroundings. But 
the state of the environment 
is critical and crying out 
for help,” Ribalta, the coor-
dinator of Ando Reforest-
ando, a community refor-
estation project, told IPS. 
This self-managed initiative 

also seeks to complement, 
in urban areas, the national 
reforestation plans.

Nearly three years ago, 
Ribalta began to scatter 
seeds along the sidewalk in 
the next block over. “Some 
neighbours asked me if I had 
moved to the next block, oth-
ers asked if I was crazy,” she 
said. But today she has a plan 
to fulfil as part of her con-
tract with the Unidad Pro-
vincial de Áreas Verdes, or 
Provincial Greenbelt Unit.

    This state agency sup-
ports Ando Reforestando 
with seedlings and tools, 
along with the State Work-
ing Group for Sanitation, 
Conservation and Develop-
ment of Havana Bay, the 

Cuban Association of Agri-
cultural and Forestry Tech-
nicians, and the Workshop 
for the Comprehensive 
Transformation of the El 
Canal neighbourhood.

    Ribalta’s rooftop is a 
nursery for scarlet cordia, 
cherry, orange and moringa 
trees and amaranth plants, 
among others, which are 
good for shade and for puri-
fying the city air without the 
risk of the roots lifting up 
the pavement. “Many people 
worry about this, which pre-
vents them from planting a 
tree in their yards or along 
the sidewalks in front of 
their homes,” she said.

    “That’s why it’s impor-
tant to raise awareness and 

make information available 
about alternatives for green-
ing the city,” the activist 
said. She encourages the 
use of small trees, like fruit 
trees, and ornamental and 
medicinal plants, and only 
selects varieties of this kind 
from the Greenbelt nursery 
for her work.

    The Greenbelt Unit 
focuses on the care and 
plant repopulation of large 
areas like avenues and 
parks. By late 2011, 27 per-
cent of Cuban territory was 
covered with trees, after 
steady growth of the coun-
try’s green areas since 1999, 
according to the Nation-
al Office of Statistics and 
Information.

Community group is greening Havana

Continued on page 4

NY Caribs hail 
Obama victory
By Nelson A. King 

An overwhelming 
number of Caribbean 
nationals in the New York 
metropolitan area have 
hailed the reelection of 
United States.

“This is very joyous for 
me!” exclaimed former New 
York City Councilwoman 
Una Clarke in a Caribbean 
Life interview. “You can see 
what the president is made 
of. It’s certainly what was 
predicted.” 

“I think all the Repub-
lican chatter will now be 
silenced, and he’ll get more 
cooperation in Congress,” 
added Clarke, the first 
Caribbean-born woman to 
hold elective office in New 
York City.

“The president’s coali-
tion, including minori-
ties and immigrants, held 
together,” she continued. 
“The Republicans will have 
to reevaluate everything, 
including anti-Black senti-
ments. I was holding on to 
every word the president 
had to say in his victory 
speech.” 

Dr. Janice Emanuel-
Bunn, a Guyanese-born 
professor at the University 
of Phoenix and president 
of Brooklyn-based Action, 
Performance, Commit-
ment (APC) Community 
Services, said she was very 
ecstatic about Obama’s “tri-
umph against all odds.”

“It was unbelievable and 
unprecedented,” she added. 
“The fact that President 
Obama was able to put 
together a coalition that 
defeated the ‘super pacs’ 
and all the money they 
shelled out is a testament 
to people power.” 

“His ground mobili-
zation was superb,” she 
added. “We need to support 
this president because he 
will go down in history as 
our finest.” 

Roy Hastick, the Gren-
adian-born founder and 
president of the Carib-
bean American Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(CACCI), said Obama’s vic-
tory means “a great deal 
for the Caribbean Ameri-
can community in the U.S., 

the Diaspora and the Carib-
bean Community.

 “While we celebrate 
a victory that was hard-
fought for major domes-
tic and some international 
accomplishments, we, the 
Diaspora, must push the 
president and the Cabinet 
and other U.S. officials to 
focus more on the Carib-
bean Community,” he said. 

Hastick, however, said, 
as a strong supporter of the 
president, he was overjoyed 
when he received a “Thank 
You” email from him at 
11:45 p.m. on Tuesday. 

“I was so impressed,” he 
said. “My family and I shed 
tears for this piece of his-
tory.  He thanked me for 
my support for him over 
the years.” 

The “Thank You” note, 
which was also sent to 
ardent Obama supporters, 
said in part: “I want you to 
know that this wasn’t fate, 
and it wasn’t an accident. 
You made this happen.

“You organized your-
selves block by block. You 
took ownership of this cam-
paign five and 10 dollars at 
a time. And when it wasn’t 
easy, you pressed forward,” 
the president said. 

“I will spend the rest of 
my presidency honoring 
your support and doing 
what I can to finish what 
we started,” President 
Obama added. 

“But I want you to take 
real pride, as I do, in how 
we got the chance in the 
first place ...”  

Today is the clearest 
proof yet that, against the 
odds, ordinary Americans 
can overcome powerful 
interests,” he said. “There’s 
a lot more work to do.”

Maxwell Haywood, a 
U.N. Development Pro-
gram officer, who heads 
the Brooklyn-based St. 
Vincent and the Gren-
adines’ Diaspora Commit-
tee of New York, said he was 
“pleased with the outcome 
of the elections. Obama 
The campaign was fought 
very hard. The acceptance 
and concession speeches 
of the two candidates were 
very high.” 
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WE’RE
HERE TO 
HELP.

Rosalie Hall Maternity Services provides vital, practical resources to pregnant and parenting women and 
their families, including free parenting classes, access to pre- and post-natal care, safe new cribs with  
mattresses, training in good nutrition, layettes, baby diapers and formula, parenting options counseling, 
and peer-to-peer support groups. All of our services are expressly designed to offer compassionate care 
and support to pregnant and parenting women.

www.cgshb.org • 800.592.4357

ROSALIE HALL
M A T E R N I T Y  S E R V I C E S

south of the city, triggering 
mass protests that escalated 
into a shutdown of the town 
and a prolonged blockade of 
the bridge after police had 
opened fire and killed protes-
tors.

Commission Chairman 
Lensey Wolfe, a retired chief 
justice of Jamaican fellow 
Jamaican K. D. Knight and 
Trinidadian Law Professor 
Dana Seetahal all publicly 
noted during live interac-
tion with attorneys that 
even police witnesses had 
testified to seeing “no other 
armed group” on the bridge 
on July 18, despite attempts 
by some police witnesses to 
imply that they had only 
used shotgun pellets and 
teargas as tools to disperse 
protestors. Others implied 
that protestors had first 
some at them.

Attorney Williams who 
represented the main oppo-
sition A Partnership For 
National Unity (APNU), did, 
however, force both Rohee 
and then Divisional Police 
Commander Clifton Hicken 
to admit that planning meet-

ings as to how police would 
have dealt with the demon-
strations did not take into 
account the deployment of 
a $200,000 police water can-
non, the use of riot shields 
and rubber bullets, mean-
ing that deadly weapons 
like FN rifles, revolvers and 
shotguns were always on the 
table. The last known meet-
ing was held at Rohee’s office 
the day before July 18 when 
Rohee said he was given all 
assurances that live rounds 
would not have been used.

To Williams, Hughes 
and some commissioners, 
this was more than a tacit 
admission that the question 
of lethal weapons use was in 
fact discussed by Rohee and 
senior police officers.

Other key points advanced 
during final submissions 
had to do with police alle-
gations that they had since 
2005 stopped using Double 
Zero buckshot ammunition 
but experts who testified did 
indicate that some of the 
deceased were in fact hit by 
that type of shotgun ammu-
nition.

Video evidence exposed 
to the commission had also 
showed one officer, Consta-
ble Rodney, loading his shot-
gun with unidentified pellets 

even as colleagues with simi-
lar weapons stood by, theirs 
already loaded.

Two others, Assistant 
Superintendent Stanton and 
Constable Cameron, were 
publicly identified by Linden-
ers as those they saw firing 
at protestors, while some of 
Rodney’s colleagues had told 
reporters that Rodney had 
boasted about killing three 
people when he had returned 
to barracks.

Another telling point 
Williams and Hughes tried 
to ram home to attentive 
commissioners was linked 
to Police weapons examiner 
Sgt. Jackson testifying that 
only one .38 handgun was 
sent to him to be examined. 
No shotguns or FN rifles 
were ever made available for 
testing, suggesting a mas-
sive cover up by police as 
national outrage boiled over 
at the deaths.

The commission is to 
return in January to com-
plete its work including a 
look at compensation for 
victims and property and 
vehicle owners who lost 
property in the aftermath 
of July 18th. Members of the 
public and attorneys have 
three weeks to submit writ-
ten statements. 

Cops
Continued from cover

tory framework to honor commitments 
in its action plan regarding the strategic 
deficiencies that the FATF had identified 
in February 2010.

She also read a correspondence from 
the director of AMLCFT compliance unit, 
Sherene Murray-Bailey who said that the 
FATF had agreed “that we will no longer 
be under the monitoring process (and) we 
will be removed from the list of countries 
with strategic AMLCFT deficiencies.”

Persad-Bissessar said this was “no small 
feat” and there were several larger coun-
tries that were deficient and continued to 
be monitored.

She recalled back in 2010 there were 

reports, including from opposition mem-
bers, expressing concern that T&T could 
face sanctions internationally for failing 
to deal with anti-money laundering and 
the picture painted was “very dark and 
very gloomy for our prospects”.

“Indeed, our image was sullied by pre-
dicting that we were on the verge of being 
blacklisted by the FATF,” she added.

Persaud-Bissessar said the government 
chose to take deliberate steps to ensure 
immediate action to remedy the situation, 
including setting up a national AMLCFT 
committee and legislative amendments 
including the Financial Intelligence Unit 
(FIU) Amendment Act 2011, the Anti-
Terrorism Amendment Act 2011, the Traf-
ficking in Persons Act 2011, the Financial 
Obligation Financing of Terrorism regula-
tions 2011, the FIU Regulations 2011 and 
the Anti-Terrorism Act 2012.

T&T removed
Continued from cover

one was injured, Duc was not a member 
of a gang and had no priors, but, incred-
ibly, he received a sentence of 35 years 
to life. After the film was released, his 
sentenced was eventually lowered to 11 
years to life. He went before the Califor-
nia Parole Board in 2009, but was denied 
parole.

There was also 14-year-old Anait, an 
Armenian immigrant, who drove two 
boys to a high school and dropped them 

off. The boys got into a fight with 
another boy and subsequently killed a 
third boy who attempted to break up 
the fight. Because she was the driver of 
the “getaway” car, Anait was charged as 
an accessory to first-degree murder and 
originally faced 200 years. She has since 
taken a deal and is serving seven years.

Then there was Mayra, a girl raised in 
gangs. At 16 she was asked by her gang 
to kill a girl – her best friend – who broke 
one of their rules by sleeping with a boy 
from a rival gang. Mayra shot the girl, 
paralyzing her for life. Mayra received 
life plus 25 years for her crime.

Youth incarceration
Continued from page 3
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TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY
ABOUT YOUR IMMIGRATION CASE, CALL:

(347) 903-VISA
TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY ABOUT

HOW YOU CAN BECOME DEBT FREE, CALL:
(347) 855-DEBT

Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. We are a debt relief agency. 
We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Ryan A. Muennich, Esq.Christopher W. Bussard, Esq.

CALL 
TO SCHEDULE

A FREE 
CONSULTATION

EVENING & 
WEEKEND 

APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

30 Vesey Street, 16th Floor
New York, NY 10007

(Corner of Church & Vesey, 
near World Trade Center)

http://www.mubulaw.com

MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145

Kindness
COMPASSION
begetthank-

fulness

&
-- Cicero C. Gobbler,The Spirit of Thanksgiving

This year we’re hoping to distribute over 200,000 Thanksgiving meals, 
and we need your help. Just $50 can put a bountiful Thanksgiving meal 
on the tables of two families; or help feed 10 large families for just $250.
With your support we can capitalize THANKSgiving.  www.bscahnyc.org 

By David Espo,AP Special 
Correspondent

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Barack Obama 
rolled to re-election Tues-
day night, vanquishing 
former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney despite a weak 
economy that plagued his 
first term and put a crimp 
in the middle class dreams 
of millions. In victory, he 
confidently promised better 
days ahead.

Obama spoke to thou-
sands of cheering supporters 
in his hometown of Chicago, 
praising Romney and declar-
ing his optimism for the 
next four years. “While our 
road has been hard, though 
our journey has been long, 
we have picked ourselves up, 
we have fought our way back 
and we know in our hearts 
that for the United States of 
America, the best is yet to 
come,” he said.

Romney made a brief, 
graceful concession speech 
before a disappointed crowd 
in Boston. He summoned all 
Americans to pray for Obama 
and urged the night’s politi-
cal winners to put partisan 

bickering aside and “reach 
across the aisle” to tackle 
the nation’s problems.

Still, after the costliest 
— and one of the nasti-
est — campaigns in histo-
ry, divided government was 
alive and well.

Democrats retained con-
trol of the Senate with sur-

prising ease. With three 
races too close to call, they 
had the possibility of gain-
ing a seat.

Republicans won the 
House, ensuring that Speak-
er John Boehner of Ohio, 
Obama’s partner in unsuc-
cessful deficit talks, would 
reclaim his seat at the bar-

gaining table. With numer-
ous races as yet uncalled, 
the size of the GOP majority 
was unknown.

At Obama headquarters 
in Chicago, a huge crowd 
gathered waving small 
American flags and cheer-
ing. Supporters hugged each 
other, danced and pumped 
their fists in the air. Excit-
ed crowds also gathered in 
New York’s Times Square, at 
Faneuil Hall in Boston and 
near the White House in 
Washington, drivers joyfully 
honking as they passed by.

With returns from 88 
percent of the nation’s pre-
cincts, Obama had 55.8 mil-
lion, 49.8 percent of the pop-
ular vote. Romney had 54.5 
million, or 48.6 percent.

The president’s laserlike 
focus on the battleground 
states allowed him to run 
up a 303-206 margin in the 
competition for the 270 elec-
toral votes needed to win the 
White House, the count that 
mattered most. Remarkably, 
given the sour economy, he 
lost only two states that he 
captured in 2008, Indiana 
and North Carolina.

Obama re-elected despite weak economy

President Barack Obama (Center) with his wife Mi-
chelle and Vice President Joe Biden at his election 
night party Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012, in Chicago. Presi-
dent Obama defeated Republican challenger former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney. 
 AP Photo/Chris Carlson
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FOR EXCELLENT RATES
CONTACT US:

ship@econocaribe.com
www.econocaribe.com

147-46 176th Street 
Jamaica, NY 11434 
(At the back of DMV)

718-244-SHIP 

516-239-SHIP

(7447)

(7447)

JAMAICA TRINIDAD 
& TOBAGO

BAHAMAS ST. LUCIA

ANTIGUA NICARAGUA

GRENADA PUERTO
RICO

GUYANA ST. VINCENT

BARBADOS US VIRGIN 
ISLANDS

BELIZE CAYMAN
ISLANDS

HAITI HAITI

DOMINICA ST. KITTS

PANAMA ST. MARTIN

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC BERMUDA

ANGUILLA
ANTIGUA
BAHAMAS
BARBADOS
BELIZE
BERMUDA
COSTA RICA
CHILE
CURACAO
DOMINICA.
DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC
FRENCH GUIANA
GRAND CAYMAN
GRENADA
GUADELOUPE
GUYANA
HAITI
HONDURAS
JAMAICA-
KINGSTON
MONTEGO BAY 

MARTINIQUE 
MIAMI
MONSTERRAT
NEVIS
PANAMA
PARAGUAY
PERU
PUERTO RICO
ST.BARTS
ST.CROIX USVI.
ST KITTS
ST LUCIA
ST MAARTEN
ST THOMAS USVI
ST VINCENT
SURINAME
TORTOLA
TRINIDAD-
PORT OF SPAIN
PT LISAS
TURKS AND 
CAICOS...AND MORE

By Vinette K. Pryce
Caribbean islands that rely 

heavily on tourism and revenue 
from the winter travel season 
fear that the recent spate of dev-
astation across 19 America states 
caused by Hurricane Sandy will 
affect the annual flow of vaca-
tioners who usually seek sun-
shine and warm climes.

Tourist boards across the 
region are monitoring cancel-
lations of reservations at hotels 
and airlines.

With airport closures at 
Newark and JFK International 
and others along the eastern sea-
board flights from the northeast 
even business travels were greatly 
impeded.

Now that the two main gate-
ways have opened, destinations 
will find that previous potential 
visitors might have cancelled or 
postponed travel.

According to a newspaper 
report from one island -- “The 
Northeast is Jamaica’s largest 
source market. Forty per cent of 
the business that is generated by 
the country’s tourism stakehold-
ers comes from areas such as 

Boston, New York, Washington, 
and Philadelphia.”

“It is a situation that we are 
watching very closely, already 
some of our members are report-
ing that guests have not been 
able to travel to Jamaica,” Evelyn 
Smith, president of the Jamaica 
Hotel and Tourist Association 
(JHTA), told a local newspaper.

“It’s our most important source 
market, in comparison to the 
Midwest, South and West Coast, 
and in recent years the Philadel-
phia gateway has been doing very 
well. And the hurricane is cutting 
right through that area.”

In addition to tourists’ visits 
to the islands, immigrants are 
accustomed to returning home 
to spend the holidays.

With devastation caused to 
homes by the storm and the 
imposition on many who were 
unable to travel to work, poten-
tial visits from nationals may be 
affected.

The fact the hurricane also 
took 71 lives in the Caribbean 
bears some consideration.

Reportedly, 54 people were 
killed in Haiti. Twenty are alleg-

edly missing and tens of thou-
sands have been left homeless. 

“It was a relatively small disas-
ter, but it will have a big impact,” 
Amelie Gauthier, of Oxfam’s office 
in Port-au-Prince said.

“These rains will have an 
impact for months to come. All 
it takes is the loss of one or two 
lemon trees and some families 
here will no longer be able to 
afford to send their children to 
school.”

“We have a lot of work ahead of 
us in terms of the aid that we will 
need to deliver in the days, weeks 
and months to come,” Prime 
Minister Laurent Lamothe said. 
“It won’t be easy because there 
are many roads and bridges that 
have been cut off.”

By Nelson A. King 
The Secretary General of the 

Organization of American States 
(OAS), José Miguel Insulza, has 
expressed regret at what he 
describes as the  “brutal impact” 
of Hurricane Sandy on the north-
ern Caribbean and the Eastern 
Seaboard of the United States. 

In chairing a meeting of the 
Inter-American Committee for 
Natural Disaster Reduction (IAC-
NDR), convened to discuss the 
impact of the killer hurricane on 
various member states, such as 
the Bahamas, Haiti, Jamaica and 
the United States, Insulza said 
the goal of the committee was 
“to examine the possibilities we 
have to respond to, define future 
policies on disaster reduction and 
encourage the exchange of infor-
mation on the situation faced by 
the affected countries.” 

Assistant Secretary General 
Albert Ramdin, who co-chaired 
the meeting, called on partici-
pants to continue sharing the 
assessments of the disaster to 
identify priority areas, needs and 

areas of action.
He said the OAS will continue 

to monitor the situation “with 
special emphasis, on the eco-
nomic and social consequences 
that member states will face, in 
order to increase collaboration 
and coordination in the response 
to natural disasters.” 

The OAS said representatives 
of affected countries expressed 
thanks for the show of solidarity 
expressed by other states.

They reported on the impact 
of the hurricane in their own 
nations, including data on prop-
erty damage, loss of life, the meas-
ures taken to assist victims, and 
the support they have received 
from other countries and inter-
national organizations. 

The meeting was also attend-
ed by representatives of the Pan 
American Health Organization 
(PAHO), the Pan American Devel-
opment Foundation (PADF), the 
Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture 
(IICA) and the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB).

Prime Minister Laurent Lam-
othe. AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster

OAS chief regrets 
Sandy’s ‘brutal impact’

Superstorm Sandy could 
hurt Caribbean
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SHOP 8AM-11PM FRIDAY & 7AM-11PM SATURDAY. HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE. 
VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL INFORMATION.

ONE DAY SALE PRICES IN EFFECT 11/9 & 11/10/2012. MERCHANDISE WILL BE ON SALE AT THESE AND OTHER SALE PRICES NOW 
THROUGH 1/1/13, EXCEPT AS NOTED. “Our lowest prices” refers to Macy’s winter season 11/1/12-1/31/13. Prices may be lowered as part of a 
clearance. *Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. 

OPEN A MACY’S ACCOUNT FOR EXTRA 20% SAVINGS THE FIRST 2 DAYS, UP TO $100, WITH MORE REWARDS TO COME. Macy’s credit card is available subject to credit
approval; new account savings valid the day your account is opened and the next day; excludes services, selected licensed departments, gift cards, restaurants, gourmet food &
wine. The new account savings are limited to a total of $100; application must qualify for immediate approval to receive extra savings; employees not eligible.

SATURDAY, NOV. 1O SHOP 7AM-11PM  
PREVIEW DAY TODAY SHOP 8AM-11PM
MORNING SPECIALS INCLUDING  
15% OFF REGULAR & SALE PRICES
ON SELECTED ITEMS STOREWIDE–LOOK FOR THE 
SIGNS! 8AM-1PM FRI & 7AM-1PM SAT

FASHION & HOME CLEARANCE  
5O%-8O% OFF ORIG.* PRICES

WHEN YOU TAKE AN EXTRA 4O% OFF
ALREADY REDUCED PRICES 

FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM 
WITH $99 ONLINE PURCHASE. NO PROMO CODE NEEDED;  
EXCLUSIONS APPLY.

OUR LOWEST PRICES
OF THE SEASON ON SELECTED ITEMS STOREWIDE

ONE DAY 

SALE
OF THE YEAR!

BIGGEST

Excludes: Everyday Values (EDV), specials, super buys, furniture, mattresses, floor 
coverings, rugs, electrics/electronics, cosmetics/fragrances, gift cards, jewelry trunk 
shows, previous purchases, special orders, selected licensed depts., special purchases, 
services, macys.com. Cannot be combined with any savings pass/coupon, extra discount 
or credit offer, except opening a new Macy’s account. Dollar savings are allocated as 
discounts off each eligible item, as shown on receipt. When you return an item, you 
forfeit the savings allocated to that item. This coupon has no cash value and may not be 
redeemed for cash, used to purchase gift cards or applied as payment or credit to your 
account. Purchase must be $25 or more, exclusive of tax and delivery fees. $1OOFF

WOW! $1O OFF
FRI ’TIL 1PM OR SAT ’TIL 1PM; CANNOT BE USED ON SPECIALS OR SUPER BUYS

YOUR PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE.  
VALID 11/9 ‘TIL 1PM OR 11/10/12 ‘TIL 1PM. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

ALL SALE & CLEARANCE APPAREL 
AND SELECT HOME ITEMS!
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Want healthier   
 food options?

Help make it happen at 
www.healthiernyc.org

Made possible by funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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By Peter Orsi
HAVANA (AP) - The 

United Nations on Tues-
day announced a human-
itarian aid mission to 
eastern Cuba in the wake 
of Hurricane Sandy, say-
ing it could end up being 
the most damaging storm 
to hit that part of the 
island in 50 years.

The U.N.’s World Food 
Program said in a state-
ment that it is coordinat-
ing with Cuban author-
ities to provide one 
month’s food rations for 
nearly a half million peo-
ple in and around Santia-
go, a city of about 500,000 
people that was clobbered 
when Sandy came ashore 
as a category 2 hurricane 
on Oct. 25.

“We are especially con-
cerned about the damage 
in the agricultural sector 
where tens of thousands 
of hectares of staple crops 
have been affected,” WFP 

emergency coordinator 
William Vigil was quot-
ed as saying. “Livestock 
facilities have also been 
also seriously damaged, 
particularly in Santiago, 
and this humanitarian 
assistance will help peo-
ple continue until pro-
duction capacities are 
restored.”

The government has 
estimated that more 
than 200,000 homes were 
damaged, and the WFP 
said that means more 
than 1 million people, 
about 10 percent of the 
island’s residents, were 
affected.

“Sandy is possibly the 
single most destructive 
hurricane experienced by 
eastern Cuba in the last 
50 years,” the WFP said.

Cuban newspaper 
Juventud Rebelde report-
ed Tuesday that electric-
ity had been restored to 
64 percent of customers 

in Santiago, and to 53 
percent in the surround-
ing province of the same 
name.

Santiago’s famed Cop-
pelia ice creamery, a pop-
ular spot to grab a cool 
treat in the steamy Car-
ibbean city, reopened for 
business in a symbolic 
sign of a gradual return 
to normal.

Authorities said more 
than 24 million cubic feet 
(700,000 cubic meters) of 
downed trees and other 
debris had been cleared 
across the province.

In nearby Guantanamo 
province, officials said 
power was restored to 99 
percent of households.

Holguin province 
reported damage to 500 
hotel rooms but said 
repairs should be com-
plete in time for the tour-
ism high season begin-
ning Nov. 15, according 
to Juventud Rebelde.

UN announces aid package 
for Cuba in Sandy’s wake
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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By Calvin Woodward
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

election laid bare a dual — and 
dueling — nation, politically 
speaking, jaggedly split down 
the middle on the presidency 
and torn over much else. It 
seems you can please only half 
of the people nearly all of the 
time.

Americans retained the 
fractious balance of power in 
re-electing President Barack 
Obama, a Republican House 
and a Democratic Senate, alto-
gether serving as guarantors of 
the gridlock that voters say they 
despise. Slender percentages 
separated winner and loser from 
battleground to battleground, 
and people in exit polls said yea 
and nay in roughly equal meas-
ure to some of the big issues of 
the day.

Democracy doesn’t care if 
you win big, only that you win. 
Tuesday was a day of decision as 
firmly as if Obama had run away 
with the race. Democrats are 
ebullient and, after a campaign 
notable for its raw smackdowns, 
words of conciliation are com-
ing from leaders on both sides, 
starting with the plea from 

defeated Republican rival Mitt 
Romney that his crestfallen sup-
porters pray for the president.

But after the most ideologi-
cally polarized election in years, 
Obama’s assertion Wednesday 
morning that America is “more 
than a collection of red states 
and blue states” was more of an 
aspiration than a snapshot of 
where the country stands.

“It’s going to take a while for 
this thing to heal,” said Ron 
Bella, 59, a Cincinnati lawyer 
who lives in Alexandria, Ky. 
He is relieved Obama won, but 
some of his co-workers are in a 
“sour mood” about it.

“They feel like the vast major-
ity of the country wanted Rom-
ney, and the East and the West 
coasts wanted Obama,” he said. 
“I’m not sure exactly why that is, 
but there just seems to be such 
hatred for Obama out there.”

Compromise was a popu-
lar notion in the hours after 
Obama’s victory and an una-
voidable one, given the real-
ity of divided government. But 
the familiar contours of parti-
san Washington were also in 
evidence, especially the notion 
that compromise means you do 

things my way.
As Democratic Rep. Steve 

Israel of New York put it, “If you 
refuse to compromise, we are 
going to beat you.” Israel, chair-
man of the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Commit-
tee, said the election showed “if 
you are an extremist tea party 
Republican, you are going to 
lose.”

Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky 
said pointedly that Republicans 
will meet Obama halfway “to 
the extent he wants to move to 
the political center” and pro-
pose solutions “that actually 
have a chance of passing.”

In New York’s bustling Times 
Square, hope, skepticism and 
the usual polarities were all to 
be found when people talked 
about the president. “He may 
not have done a great job in my 
mind but I kinda trust him,” 
said Jerry Shul. “I have faith he 
will get with the Republicans 
and get something done.”

A less-flattering George Dal-
lemand called this “a moment of 
truth” for the country. “I guess 
we have to wish for the best 

By Arnold Hiatt
As every good businessman 

knows--including Governor Rom-
ney with whom I had been associ-
ated as a limited partner at Bain 
Capital Ventures--the soundness of 
a company and its ability to create 
jobs does not rest on lower taxes or 
tax avoidance--for the company or 
its senior management.

If Governor Romney and Con-
gressional Republicans continue to 
insist on renewing the special Bush 
tax cuts that go only to the wealthi-
est 2% of Americans like me, it will 
do nothing to create jobs. It is a fic-
tion, pure and simple, that taxing 
so-called “job creators” will have an 
adverse effect on the economy.

Just the reverse is true. Instead 
of spending nearly $1 trillion on 
tax cuts to make millionaires even 
richer, those tax dollars can be 
used more constructively to retain 
teachers, police officers and fire-
fighters and repair roads and bridg-
es. These are all essential services 
that will rebuild our economy and 
maintain a civil society. In addition, 
these tax dollars will contribute to 
deficit reduction.

The son of a Lithuanian immi-
grant to this land of now diminish-
ing equal opportunity, I had the 
good fortune to start a small com-
pany that enjoyed a measure of suc-
cess that was eventually acquired 
by The Stride Rite Corporation. 
Twelve months later I was asked to 
become president of Stride Rite.

Throughout the last ten years of 
my tenure, the company’s return 
on investment was in the top one 
percent of all companies listed on 
the New York Stock Exchange. We 
created thousands of new jobs. By 
the time I left, we had over 5,000 
employees. Our success rested on 

the quality of the product and serv-
ice provided to consumers. It was 
a reflection on the quality of the 
workforce as well as the manage-
ment. My success could not have 
been possible without the people, 
who we continued to hire and to 
train as we grew. I depended on 
them as much as they depended 
upon me.

In the years we were creating so 
many jobs, my federal income taxes 
on the top slice of my income were 
sometimes as high as 70% -- But 
these rates never discouraged me 
or anyone else from hiring work-
ers or growing a company.  Today 
we’re paying about half that on the 
top portion of salaries and fees, and 
a meager 15% on the big chunk 
of our income that comes from 
investments. That’s why Governor 
Romney and I and many other mil-
lionaires, pay a lower income tax 
rate than many working American 
families. 

A few months ago, every Repub-
lican in the House and Senate, 
along with 19 House Democrats 
and two Senate Democrats, voted 
against a bill ending the Bush tax 
breaks for the richest 2 percent, 
but extend them for 98% of Ameri-
cans and 97% of small businesses. 
I hope they will take a fresh look at 
the facts. That’s why I joined with 
over 100 other millionaires in sign-
ing a Voices for Progress letter to 
all members of Congress, appeal-
ing to them not to renew these tax 
breaks.

Arnold Hiatt was the CEO of 
The Stride Rite Corporation. This 
article previously appeared in The 
Boston Globe. 

Distributed by American Forum. 
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By John Crabtree
Elections are little like New 

Years Day, an opportunity to dedi-
cate ourselves to addressing the 
challenges our nation faces and 
reaching for opportunities on the 
horizon – regardless of whether 
the candidates we supported won 
or not. At the Center for Rural 
Affairs, we stress the importance 
of rural Americans lifting up their 
voices at crucial times. And, of 
course, elections are one of those 
times.

During this national election, 
however, serious mentions of rural 
issues were too few and too far 
between. As Congress and the 
President once again grapple with 
writing a new farm bill and debate 

other issues of vital importance 
to rural America, those of us that 
live and work here must recognize 
that our work is not done. 

It is crucial that rural Ameri-
cans ask tough questions of our 
elected leaders. Will Congress 
write a new farm bill that works for 
family farmers, ranchers and rural 
communities? Will they invest in 
conservation, rural development 
and the next generation of family 
farmers and ranchers? Will efforts 
to create jobs and spur economic 
growth include proven strategies 
to revitalize rural communities?

We cannot expect elected offi-
cials to fulfill their promises unless 
we are willing to ensure that they 
do. Rural Americans played an 

important role in the 2012 elec-
tion. But the lack of attention to 
rural issues therein demonstrates 
that rural Americans must remind 
our elected officials, as many times 
as possible, that America’s small 
towns and rural areas matter.

###
The Center for Rural Affairs was 

established in 1973 as an unaffili-
ated nonprofit corporation under 
IRS code 501(c)3. The Center for 
Rural Affairs was formed by rural 
Nebraskans concerned about fam-
ily farms and rural communities, 
and we work to strengthen small 
businesses, family farms and 
ranches, and rural communities. 
johnc@cfra.org, Center for Rural 
Affairs.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome from all readers. They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Kenton Kirby, Edi-
tor, Caribbean-Life Publications, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or sent via e-mail to caribbeanlife@cnglo-
cal.com All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and the individual’s verifiable address and telephone 
number included. Note that the address and telephone number will NOT be published and the name will be published or withheld 
on request. No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.

Remember rural America

It’s a 50-50 nation, give or takeMyths and millionaires

Continued on page 12
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All of the Obama camp’s actions 
in the 2012 campaign may not 
have been pure as the driven snow; 
rarely would there be such an ani-
mal. But that being said,  it’s hard-
ly a stretch to characterize the 
campaign of 2012 as having been 
a juxtaposition of good and evil. 
Had Mitt Romney triumphed, it 
would have seriously raised ques-
tions among those still wedded to 
the belief that hewing to principle 
and the high road invariably beats 
any predisposition to sleaze.

There was a memorable image 
from John McCain’s run as GOP 
contender four years ago, in which 
a woman at a campaign event, 
obviously buying wholesale the 
crap served up by Republican 
operatives aimed at disparaging 
Obama, talked about his being a 
Muslim. McCain, demonstrating 
the civility at his core, immedi-
ately interrupted the woman to 
tell her she was wrong, that then 
Senator Obama was a Christian 
and a decent man who simply 
embraced a political philosophy 
different from his own. McCain 
was a lousy candidate and conspic-
uously a misfit, given the colossal 
economic mess that was then the 
overriding national priority. But 

McCain showed in his response 
to that supporter what we dis-
covered in 2012 to be a key char-
acter distinction separating him 
from Romney. Everything about 
the Romney campaign of 2012 
suggests he would not have had a 
McCain type response in a similar 
circumstance.       

Romney wanted a majority of 
this country’s electorate to believe 
that as a guy with a business back-
ground he was more capable than 
President Obama of addressing the 
lingering economic woes. Closer 
examination of the record he was 
touting revealed it wasn’t all it 
had been cracked up to be, that 
the Bain Capital success he wore 
as a badge of honor in fact includ-
ed episodes in which employees 
wound up getting hung out to dry. 
He had compiled a record, as well, 
in outsourcing jobs to cheap-labor 
havens abroad. 

But obfuscation and duplicitous 
behavior came to be seen as cen-
tral to the Romney persona. For 
one thing, there was this curiosity 
about his battle for the nomination 
with a slew of GOP contenders, in 
which his gubernatorial stint in 
Massachusetts seemed never to 
have existed. All because he had 

championed health care reform 
while serving as governor and 
couldn’t abide a backlash from the 
bunch of (anti-Obamacare) con-
servatives competing against him. 
In a shameless display, he would in 
fact try to convince primary voters 
that he was “severely conserva-
tive.” And if we hadn’t before, we 
certainly began questioning then 
whether there was any real kernel 
to the Romney soul.

Of course the best, meaning the 
worst, was reserved for after he 
secured the nomination. Of a pres-
ident who had authored a bailout 
of a U.S. auto industry near col-
lapse, who had insisted on reforms 
in the financial sector to prevent 
a repeat of the free fall of 2008, 
who had taken the measures that 
staved off a slide into a Depression, 
of this president Romney took to 
using a dismissive, condescending 
line: “He doesn’t know what he’s 
doing.” He was dismissive of the 
American people too, in effect tell-

ing them, when asked to release 
tax returns for recent years, that 
it was none of their business. He’s 
a fellow for whom that kind of 
temerity comes rather easily.

Terrible as was all of that, there 
was more to the Romney taint 
that would have made him an alto-
gether toxic choice for 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue.  And it has to 
do, again, with what are evidently 
major character flaws. Deeply spir-
itual, pillar of his Mormon church, 
devoted family man…have been 
variously offered descriptions of 
Romney. But we have problems 
squaring that trend line with some 
of the absolutely horrendous stuff 
Romney resorted to in the course 
of his campaign. Romney tried 
to explain away his infamous “47 
percent” remark – in which he 
tarred that much of the popula-
tion as cheats, handout seekers 
and all the rest – as merely a 
careless utterance made in the 
heat of a campaign. For one who 
subscribes to the high-minded 
ethic we are asked to believe about 
Romney, that explanation falls way 
short. And this was only com-
pounded by the several untruths 
Romney came up with in making 
his case; and persisted with them 

even after independent sources 
declared them to be unfounded – 
lies about bailed out Chrysler out-
sourcing jobs to China, lies about 
the president’s plan to gut $716 
billion from Medicare…Came the 
first debate with the president and 
Romney’s tactic was to become 
someone else entirely, offering 
positions that either contradicted 
or deliberately befogged what he  
had said previously. 

But perhaps most unseemly 
about Romney’s conduct was the 
readiness he displayed to be every 
bit as vile as the most reprehen-
sible purveyors of the worst of the 
Republican/Tea Party brand. As for 
example, even tapping into Donald 
Trump’s “birther” rubbish, when 
he remarked that no one had ever 
asked to see his birth certificate!   

No doubt about it, we did have 
good and evil engaged in battle 
in 2012. If by some quirk Rom-
ney had gotten himself elected, it 
surely would signal disaster writ 
large in America. In the metropo-
lis we might speak of a divine hand 
having guided Barack Obama to 
the second term he has earned.  In 
the colloquial comfort zone of the 
Islands it would be expressed most 
succinctly: “God doh like ugly.”

Viewpoint
By Les Slater

Dodging the bullet of a Romney presidency
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NEED A LAWYER?
Call Clover Barrett & Associates, P.C.

Attorneys at Law

Over 25 years of legal 
experience on your side

338 Atlantic Avenue
Downtown Brooklyn, New York

www.cloverbarrettlaw.com

• Divorce

• Divorce Mediation

• Family Court

• Bankruptcy

• Wills & Estates 

• Guardianship 

• Domestic Violence

FREE Consultation
(718) 625-8568

As New York recovers from the storm, we at MetroPlus want you to 
know that our toll free help lines are up and running. We are here to 
serve you Monday through Saturday from 8AM to 8PM. For information 
on Medicaid, Family Health Plus or Child Health Plus, please call 
1.800.303.9626. TTY number for hearing impaired is 1.800.881.2812. 
For information on MetroPlus Medicare, call 1.866.986.0356. 
TTY number for hearing impaired is 1.800.881.2812. If you have 
an emergency you should seek help by calling 911 or going to the 
nearest health care facility. During these diffi cult times, we want you 
to know we’re here for you, as always… MetroPlus got you covered.

MetroPlus Got You Covered. Now more than ever. 
An important message for MetroPlus 
Health Plan members and their families:

now, but I still think he is 
socialism.”

In Miami, Karen Fitzger-
ald, 55, wore a black dress 
and said she was in mourn-
ing over Romney’s defeat.

“It’s an upsetting day,” 
she said. But she took some 
comfort from her Demo-
cratic friends on Facebook, 
who have stopped chiding 
the other side in their posts. 
“Now they’re all saying we 
need to work together and 
be united,” she said. “Maybe 
we can.”

In Chicago, Obama sup-
porter Scherita Parrish, 
56, predicted the president 
will reach out to Republi-
cans but may not get much 
back.

“But the people have spo-
ken,” she said. “They need 
to lick their wounds, get on 
with it and start working 
with the president.”

Indeed, unity is a chal-
lenge not just for Obama 
but for the Republicans, 
who won less than 30 per-
cent of the growing His-
panic vote and not even one 

in 10 black voters. Obama 
built a strong Electoral Col-
lege majority, if only a nar-
row advantage in the popu-
lar vote, despite losing every 
age group of non-Hispanic 
white voters.

Surveys of voters found 
Obama’s health care law to 
be as divisive as ever, with 
just under 50 percent want-
ing it repealed in whole or 
part, and 44 percent liking 
it as is or wanting more 
of it.

But democracy doesn’t 
care about exit polls, either, 
and the election almost cer-
tainly means Republicans 
can forget about trying to 
roll it back now.

In reaffirming divided 
government, though, Amer-
icans all but ensured colos-
sal fights are ahead over the 
shape of government and 
Obama’s agenda. He is out 
to break a wall of Republican 
opposition to tax increases 
on the wealthy — a move 
that about half the voters 

in exit polls thought was a 
good idea. And extraordi-
narily difficult negotiations 
are imminent as the presi-
dent and Congress try to 
make a deal to avoid the 
“fiscal cliff” — steep spend-
ing cuts and a variety of tax 
increases in January.

In the end, voters split 
about equally on whether 
Obama or Romney would 
be better at handling the 
economy.

Then again, they were 
divided down the middle on 
whether Obama or his pred-
ecessor, George W. Bush, 
deserves most of the blame 
for the economy’s prob-
lems.

So it goes in the 50-50 
nation, give or take.

 
Associated Press writers 

Christine Armario in Miami, 
Michael Tarm in Chica-
go, David Martin in New 
York and Amanda Myers in 
Cincinnati contributed to 
this report.

OP-ED

Nation divided down the middle
Continued from page 10
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A l l  t h e  s o u n d  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h e  w i r e s .

m u s i c  s y s t e m  I I I

Just plug it in and hear what you’ve been missing. A roomful of premium sound…not wires. 

Try it for 30 days, risk-free. 

12 easy payments,

SAVE $150

1-800-842-1428,
ext. TZ368

www.Bose.com/ WMS

Shown in 
Platinum White.
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Small Business Energy | 
SmallBusinessEnergy.com
www.smallbusinessenergy.com/NewYork
Save on Small Business Energy Bills and 
Compare Rates. Get a Quote Now!

NYC Small Business Resource 
Center | The New York Public 
Library
smallbiz.nypl.org 

Small Business Services - 
Empire State Development 
New York
www.esd.ny.gov/smallbusiness.html

Small Business - Business 
First - New York State
www.nyfirst.ny.gov/ResourceCenter/
SmallBizMenu.html

2012 New York, NY Small 
Business Resource
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/
resourceguide_3135.pdf

Business Resources: Internet 
Bibliographies: New York 
State Library
www.nysl.nysed.gov/reference/busref.htm
Selected business-related web sites 
compiled by staff at the New York State 
Library for use in response to reference 
questions.

Start a Business in New York 
— Resources for New York 
Small Businesses
manhattan.about.com/od/careersjobs/a/
nysmallbusiness.htm
Find resources and advice on starting a 

business in New York City. Get informa-
tion on New York business licenses and 
incorporation, free NYC resources for 
starting a business.

Your Money New York - Help 
and Resources for Small 
Businesses
www.yourmoneynewyork.com/helpre-
source/smallbusiness/index.php
This section of Your Money New York is 
designed to help small business owners – 
and New Yorkers interested in starting a 
small business.

Small Business Resources - 
The Business Council of New 
York
www.bcnys.org/inside/smallbusiness.htm
Capital Business Blog - Read about the 
issues. 
Visit www.nyfirst.ny.gov to learn what 
New York State can do for businesses.

Resources for Businesses in 
New York City - bfandapc.com
www.bfandapc.com/...business-
resource.../resources-for-businesses-i
If you operate a business in New York 
City, you are especially fortunate. The 
city has pulled together a wealth of 
resources for small business owners.

Small Business Resource 
Guide - New York - HUD
www.hud.gov/offices/osdbu/resource/
guide/local/newyork.cfm
100+ items – to assist the small business 
community in the State of New York.

Empire State Development 
Strategic Business Division 
Minority and Women’s 
Business Development
New York Regional Office 26 Federal 
Plaza, Suite 3108. New York, NY 10278

SMALL BUSINESS    RESOURCES

By Nelson A. King
Vincentian-born Judge 

Emille Cox, a supervising 
judge of compensation in 
Camden, New Jersey has 
urged his compatriots not 
to give up on their goals, 
despite myriad hurdles they 
may encounter in attaining 
them.

“Don’t let anybody define 
you, or set your goals and 
limit your potential,” Judge 
Cox, who hails from Union 
Island in the Southern 
Grenadines, said in his fea-
ture address at a recent 
gala luncheon in Brook-
lyn to mark his homeland’s 
33rd independence anni-
versary.

“In life, there will always 
be hurdles, but don’t let 
those mountains stop you 
from achieving your goals,”  
he said, noting that he him-
self had to overcome numer-
ous impediments at home 
and in the United States in 
achieving his goals.

The son of the late Dep-
uty Police Commission-
er P.R.Cox, and a former 
teacher at the elite St. Vin-
cent and the Grenadines 
Grammar School, where 
he taught English, French 
and Spanish in the lower- 
to mid- forms, Cox recalled 
that he was unable to get 
one of the very few available 
scholarships after graduat-
ing in the 1965. 

After pursuing a bach-
elor’s degree in economics 
at Long Island University in 
Brooklyn,  he worked as a 
methods analyst and asso-
ciate manager at Pruden-
tial Property and Casualty 
Insurance Company, in Hol-
mdel, NJ.

But, one day, during 
his stint at the insurance 
company, Cox said he felt a 
sense of revulsion after tell-
ing his boss about his plans 

to attend law school. He 
said his boss’ discouraging 
remarks instead “propelled” 
him to pursue his dream. 

With an air of indigna-
tion, Cox then turned to 
the youth in the audience: 
“Young people, if your par-
ents are urging you to get 
an education, make use of 
it.” 

He urged young people 
not to be dissuaded by con-
temporaries, bosses or even 

parents from pursuing high-
er education, disclosing that 
a contemporary thought it 
was “farfetched” for him to 
apply for a certificate pro-
gram at the prestigious 
Harvard University after he 
left secondary school.

He urged young people 
not to be dissuaded by con-
temporaries, bosses or even 
parents from pursuing high-
er education, disclosing that 
a contemporary thought it 

was “farfetched” for him to 
apply for a certificate pro-
gram at the prestigious 
Harvard University after he 
left secondary school.

Claiming that Washing-
ton, D.C. is now “controlled” 
by ever-increasing lobbyists, 
the judge said opportuni-
ties for minority students 
in the United States are fast 
diminishing. 

“Opportunities are not 
what they used to be,” he 

said. “If you’re encouraged, 
do it now, because we don’t 
know how long they (edu-
cation opportunities and 
financial aid) are going to 
be there.

“Avoid being your worst 
enemy,” he warned.

In the same breath, Cox 
urged nationals to put their 
“best foot” forward in job 
interviews and in the work 
place, urging that they not 
to be coy or fearful in declar-
ing their nationality. 

“Don’t ever entertain the 
thought, or say to yourself, 
‘they will never put me, a 
Vincentian, in that office,’” 
he said. 

“When somebody meets 
you, it’s an opportunity to 
say where you’re from,” he 
added. “Bring your Vincen-
tian work ethic to your job. 
You might be the first Vin-
centian your boss has met. 
And you know what first 
impression is?

As Clerk of the New Jersey 
Superior Court’s Appellate 
Division and in his current 
capacity, Judge Cox said he 
has served as a panelist at 
numerous continuing legal 
education seminars and 
workshops.

He is married to the 
former Elvia Wilson, origi-
nally from Panama. They 
have a son, Byron, a daugh-
ter, Rena, and a grand-
daughter, Zuri.

THE CARIBBEAN BUSINESS REPORT

Judge Cox (center)in lively discussion with Union Island activist Vernalyn Blencow, an ex-SVG teacher activist , 
Arnold “Lydon” Charles (R), Judge Cox’s SVG Grammar School contemporary and former president of the Coun-
cil of St. Vincent and the Grenadines’ Organizations, U.S.A., Inc. (COSAGO), and ex-SVG police offi cer, Kenrick 
Butler. Photo by Nelson A. King

Vincentians urged to focus on their goals
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Visit our all-new website: 

www.classicqualityhomes.com

Call toll free

1-800-1-800-
276-4000276-4000

* $MONTHLY PAYMENTS BASED ON 30 YEAR FIXED RATE MORTGAGE AT 3.75%. 

LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)LOW PROPERTY TAXES! EXPRESS COMMUTER BUSES (4 per hour)

90 mins. to NYC! -- Most Popular Poconos Builder!  Come see why!

Why Rent?
Get the best home selections in the Poconos 

PLUS -- $5,000 cash back at closing!

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST,
TAXES AND INSURANCE

4  LARGE BEDROOMS WITH VAULTED CEILINGED MASTER
SUITE  •  MASTER BATH W/ JETTED TUB AND 3 X 4 STANDALONE

SHOWER  • 2½ BATHS  •  FORMAL LIVING AND DINING RMS  
•  FAMILY RM W/ FIREPLACE  • BREAKFAST NOOK  • CLASSIC
STONE-FRONT  TOWER  •  2 CAR GARAGE  •  REAR SUN DECK

$12,500 DOWN PAYMENT  
$1,855 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE HERITAGE

NOW $283,500
3,422 SQ. FT.  •  CLASSIC COLONIAL STONE TOWER3,422 SQ. FT.  •  CLASSIC COLONIAL STONE TOWER

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST,
TAXES AND INSURANCE

4 LARGE BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / FAMILY ROOM / DIN-
ING ROOM / CENTRAL AIR & HEAT / JETTED TUB
C0MPLETE APPLIANCE PACKAGE / DECK / STONE
TOWER / FIREPLACE / OVERSIZE 1 CAR GARAGE /

TURN KEY READY
$7,000 DOWN PAYMENT  

$1,493 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE COUNTRY HOME

NOW $199,900
2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER2,681 SQ. FT.  •  LARGE OPEN FOYER

3 OR 4 BEDROOMS / 2.5 BATHS / LIVING ROOM / DINING
ROOM / CENTRAL  AIR &HEAT/  COMPLETE APPLIANCE
PACKAGE / DECK / FIREPLACE / FRONT PORCH / 1 CAR

GARAGE /  TURN KEY READY

$6,808 DOWN PAYMENT 
$1,469 MO. PAYS ALL!

THE MILLBURN

NOW $194,500
•  •  2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.2,293 SQ FT.  •  COVERED FRONT PORCH.

INCLUDING PRINCIPAL , INTEREST,
TAXES AND INSURANCE

Member Better Business Bureau-

NE and Central PA

Our prices
include 

EVERYTHING!  
Including 

permitting, drive-
way, well, etc.
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PATIENTS’
CHOICE

RATED & AWARDED BY PATIENTS

SM

UROLOGY

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,800

$1,700

$1,800

$1,600

$1,400

lending arm of the World Bank, the Inter-
national Development Association.

St. Vincent
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Prime 

Minister Dr. Ralph Gonsalves has said that 
Trinidad and Tobago was willing to pro-
vide free asphalt to assist 
in the construction of its 
new international airport 
at Argyle.

Gonsalves told Parlia-
ment that he received a telephone call 
recently from Kuarlal Rampersad, chair-
man of the board of directors of Lake 
Asphalt of Trinidad and Tobago (1978) Ltd, 
who was willing to provide asphalt to the 
Argyle International Airport project free of 
cost for the paving of the airstrip.

The airport is being developed by the 
International Airport Development Com-
pany (IADC), a private limited liability 
company, wholly-owned by the govern-
ment.

The Argyle International Airport will sit 
on roughly 175 acres of land, with a paved 
runway 9,000 feet long and 150 feet wide 
and is designed to accommodate jets as 
large as Boeing 747.400s.

The project which began in 2008 is 
expected to be completed by 2013.

Trinidad
The International Press Institute (IPI) 

has urged local journalists to main high 
ethical standards as a tool 
to increase their standing 
in public opinion.

The advice forms part 
of the “Final Report on 
the IPI Advocacy Mission to End Criminal 
Defamation in the Caribbean,” which was 
recently released following two weeks of 
meetings with representatives of govern-
ment, law enforcement, media and civil 
society in Barbados, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago as 
part of its campaign to decriminalize defa-
mation across the Caribbean.

In a statement issued by IPIU, Executive 
Director Alison Bethel-McKenzie, who led 
the mission, said they were pleased with 
the outcome of the visit to the Caribbean 
and confident that the campaign was off to 
a good start.

Bethel-McKenzie called on governments 
to summon the political will necessary to 
complete the decriminalization process, 
saying that the first step was to recognize 
the threat criminal libel laws posed to a 
free society.

According to IPI, “nearly all independent 
states in the Caribbean have criminal defa-
mation laws on their books that establish a 
penalty of at least one year in prison.”

Trinidad
A forensic/management audit of the 

sale of BWIA’s terminal slots at Heathrow 
Airport, London, which was ordered by 
Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar 
found that Trinidad and 
Tobago did not get value 
for money in the £5 mil-
lion sale of its prime slots 
at Heathrow Airport, by 
former BWIA to British 
Airways in 2007 (BA).

The audit committee found that the fair 
market value of the slots then ranged from 
£23 million to £44 million.

The slots are used for the loading and 
unloading of passengers and baggage and 
re-fueling and re-stocking of the aircraft at 
Heathrow, one of the busiest airports.

Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar had 
requested Attorney General Anand Ramlo-
gan to investigate the circumstances sur-
rounding the sale and whether there were 
any breaches in the process.

The committee’s report dated May, 8, 
2012 recommended Parliament convene a 
special session at which, the former min-
isters and directors under the former PNM 
administration should be called upon to 
account for the role which they played in 
the sale of the slots.

Compiled by Azad Ali

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP
Continued from page 2 

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Energy creation. Recycling programs. Closed-loop solutions.
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of Android™ smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of U.S. national carriers. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited Time Offer. Up to $100 offer: Samsung Galaxy S III requires a new
2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). or Mobile Share plan. Discount is off of lower priced device and will not exceed retail price of device. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you
will be charged the difference between the discounted price and non-discounted price for the device not returned. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage and other terms, conditions and restrictions
apply, and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided.
Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee is up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal
svc charges, fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All marks used herein are
the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice and
data plans required.

New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice and data plans required.
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When a catastrophic 
event like Hurricane Sandy 
occurs, how you cope with 
the stress it creates can 
have a significant impact 
on your health. Witnessing 
or experiencing a traumatic 
event can create an increase 
in heart rate and high blood 
pressure or hypertension in 
some individuals.  

Although stress is not a 
cause of heart disease, it 
can play a role in overall 
wellness. How much stress 
you feel and how you react 
to it can lead to a wide vari-
ety of health problems. 

“Stress does a lot 
of things to the body. It 
increases heart rate, blood 
pressure and can also cause 
inflammation, too,” said Dr. 
Suzanne Steinbaum, D.O., 
director of Women and 
Heart Disease at the Heart 
and Vascular Institute of 
North Shore LIJ-Lenox 

Hill Hospital and national 
spokesperson for the Amer-
ican Heart Association. “All 
of which are risk factors for 
heart disease.” 

It is clear stress may 
affect behaviors and fac-
tors that are proven to 
increase heart disease risks 
including: high blood pres-
sure and cholesterol levels, 
smoking, physical inactiv-
ity, and overeating.  

Many were not prepared 
emotionally for the devas-
tation of Hurricane Sandy, 
and although not all stress 
is bad, it is vital to know 
how to manage negative 
stress in healthy ways. 

“Stress happens. This 
situation is particularly 
stressful but there’s noth-
ing we can do about that. 
We can, however, shape 
our perception of the situ-
ation to manage that stress 
as much as possible and 

put ourselves—and our 
well-being—first,” said 
Dr.Steinbaum. “Medita-
tion, exercise, connect-
ing with friends and loved 
ones, and even laughing a 
little are just a few ways to 
beat stress during difficult 
times.”

“With Hurricane Sandy’s 
fury behind us, now we 
must focus on healing and 
recovery.  We must make 
the conscious decision to 
take care of ourselves and, 
in turn, take care of our 
hearts,” said Steinbaum. 
“Managing stress is one 
way to do that.” 

For more information 
about managing stress, 
visit us at:

http: //www.heart.org /
H E A R T O R G / G e t t i n g -
Hea lthy/StressManage-
ment/Stress-Management 
_ U C M _ 0 0 1 0 8 2 _ S u b -
HomePage.jsp.

Maintaining heart health 
during a catastrophe

By Akinyi Ocholla
The book “Sexual Orientation, 

Gender Identity and Justice: A 
Comparative Law Casebook” by 
the International Commission of 
Jurists is a fascinating read and a 
learning experience. Today I read 
the section on intersex conditions. 
Unlike the transgendered, who are 
born into one sex but feel they are, 
or should be, another sex, people 
who are intersex are born with an 
anatomy not typical of males or 
females. This results from varia-
tions in chromosomes, hormones, 
gonads, or genitalia. For exam-
ple, someone who is intersex may 
have one ovary and one testis, or 
gonads that contain both ovar-
ian and testicular tissue. Chromo-
somal patterns that are XXY or 
XO instead of XX or XY are also 
intersex conditions.

People do not consider those 
who are intersex with having a 
medical condition. Instead they 
are often incorrectly labeled as 
being “hermaphrodites”. However, 
most who are intersex don’t view 
their condition as part of their 
identity or describe themselves as 
being so. They just feel they have a 
medical condition.

Intersex people often face dis-

crimination and stigma. One of 
the problems facing intersex chil-
dren is genital normalizing by 
the medical establishment with 
parental support. Many medical 
professionals perform surgery to 
make these children fit neatly into 
the standard categories of male 
and female. Their argument is that 
gender ambiguity can be traumat-
ic and frustrating for the parents 
and the child and that the child 
could have problems adjusting to 
that ambiguous gender identity.

But identity can start forming 
early. By the age of five, intersex 
children usually have an idea of 
who they are. After the age of five, 
the urgency to perform surgery 
diminishes. However, the child’s 
personal development should 
supersede the right of parents to 
make decisions on the child’s gen-
der and sexual identity.

Even though there is lack of 
consensus in some countries, 
courts around the world have 
ruled that intersex children have a 
right to be so until they reach the 

age of majority - the age of adult-
hood when they can then make 
informed decisions for them-
selves.

It can be detrimental to have 
surgery before these children are 
able to make the decision them-
selves. One example is David 
Reimer, who was an infant boy 
who tragically lost his penis from 
a circumcision gone wrong. His 
parents then had his genitals sur-
gically altered to fit the female 
gender. After which Reimer was 
raised as a girl. Reimer later reject-
ed his female assignment and lived 
as a man in adulthood, even to 
the point of getting married to 
a woman. He even underwent 
female-to-male sex reassignment 
surgery. Sadly, however, he com-
mitted suicide in 2004.

Christiane Volling was another 
tragic case. Volling was raised as 
a male, but she had a uterus, fal-
lopian tubes, ovaries, but no testis. 
At the age of eighteen, rather than 
have surgery done to further adapt 
her to her biological, organic sex, 
doctors removed her intra-abdom-
inal female sexual organs without 
her consent. No male organs were 
found.

Courts have also ruled that 

sexual reassignment surgery may 
only be offered to intersex chil-
dren with their informed consent. 
That means the child must under-
stand and accept the invasiveness 

of the medical procedure and the 
risks involved. Otherwise the child 
will have to wait until the age of 
majority to make this important 
decision (Reason stands that if 
intersex children can decide to live 
as such until they are legal adults, 
then homosexual or bisexual chil-
dren should also be allowed to live 
as a homosexual or bisexual per-
son into adulthood). Any attempts 
to change a child could other-
wise affect its psychological and 
emotional well-being. The right 
of a child to explore its sexuality, 
freely develop its personality, and 
express its own views is guaran-
teed by the International Conven-

tion on Civil and Political Rights. 
These rights are important since 
growing children need to live and 
experience their sex, their gender, 
and their sexual orientation so as 
to be able to deci de what feels best 
for them.

No one else should be allowed to 
assign or impose a gender or their 
preferred orientation “ideals” on 
intersex children. In addition, if 
young adults find that a homosex-
ual or bisexual orientation is what 
comes naturally to them, they 
should be allowed to live so freely. 
That right of self-determination 
must also continue on throughout 
adulthood. The state cannot just 
withdraw their right to privacy, 
dignity and protection because of 
irrational feelings and perceptions 
which are often shrouded in a 
cloak called morality. It is after-all 
a deeply personal journey that is 
no one else’s business other than 
of that particular individual.

Akinyi Margareta Ocholla lives 
in Kenya and works as the execu-
tive director of Minority Women 
in Action. She is also representa-
tive of the Women’s Secretariat for 
the International Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender and Inter-
sex Association.

HEALTH

Self-determination of the intersex child

People do not consider 
those who are intersex 
with having a medical 
condition. Instead they 

are often incorrectly 
labeled as being 

“hermaphrodites”. 

Family Dental Care

Dr. Michael Entin
(bet. Kings Hwy & Ave P)   718-758-2301

Teeth WhiteningFREE
Medicaid & Most 
Dental Insurances

Accepted
Most Major Credit
Cards Accepted

Star Relax Station BODY & FOOT 
RUB SERVICES

SPECIAL 
PPPPPPPPRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIICCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEE

Star Relax Station. Must present this coupon.

$45per 
hour

Open 7 Days 
a Week 

10:30am - 10:00pm

Table Shower is 
Also Available



Page 19 • Caribbean Life • Queens/Bronx/Manhattan/W
estchester • Nov. 9-15, 2012

 79 99 79 99 79 99

 Sugg. Retail $569.00

 Titan Toilet
 White Or Biscuit

 SHOP AT HOME 24 HOURS A DAY:   WeismanHomeOutlets.com

 STORE HOURS:  • MON-WED 8-6 • THURS 8-8 • FRI 8-7 • SAT 9-6 •SUN 10-5 •  SPRINGFIELD:  MON-WED 8-6 • THURS 8-7 • FRI 8-6 • SAT 9-6 SUN 10-5

 QUEENS
 •   MIDDLE VILLAGE
 63-27 Metropolitan Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.497.0212
 •   SPRINGFIELD GARDENS
 218-01 Merrick Blvd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.723.4000

 BROOKLYN
 •   BOROUGH PARK
 1175 McDonald Ave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718.377.8871

 **Pertains to cabinets advertised in today’s ad. All sales final. Not responsible for type errors or  omissions. Photos for illustration only.  §  Manufacturers Sugg. Retail.

 Sale Ends
 Nov. 14, 2012

 Darrow 
 Classic Toilet

 Century Toilet
 White Or Biscuit

 Darrow Classic 
 Pedestal Sink

 Murray Round 
 Drop In Sink

 Signature Wall 
 Hung Sink

 In Stock In Stock In Stock

 5 9  9 9 5 9  9 9 5 9  9 9  Sugg.  Sugg. 
 Retail  Retail 

 $494.00 $494.00

 Madison Tank White  Madison Tank White 
 Round Front Toilet Round Front Toilet

 Tank #1412510-00 Tank #1412510-00
 Bowl #1312120-00 Bowl #1312120-00

 4 9  9 9 4 9  9 9 4 9  9 9  Sugg.  Sugg. 
 Retail  Retail 

 $395.00 $395.00

 Classic White Toilet Classic White Toilet
 Tank #4095015 Tank #4095015

 Bowl #1312120n Bowl #1312120n

 Bathroom Blowout! Bathroom Blowout! Bathroom Blowout!

 89 99 89 99 89 99

 Sugg. Retail $395.00

 99 99 99 99 99 99

 Sugg. Retail $510.00

 69 99 69 99 69 99

 Sugg. Retail $398.00

 29 99 29 99 29 99

 Sugg. Retail $139.00

 9 99 9 99 9 99

 Sugg. Retail $99.00

 STORM DAMAGE REBUILD
 Five Million Dollars We Have Over  Five Million Dollars  Of In Stock Inventory

 IMMEDIATE  HOME REPAIRS! Ready For Your  IMMEDIATE  HOME REPAIRS!

 Glueless  
 Laminate 
 Flooring

 Sugg. Retail $2.49 Sq. Ft.
 • Many Styles To Choose From
 • Easy Installation

 8 9 ¢ 8 9 ¢ 8 9 ¢
 Sq. Ft.

 Special  Special  Special 
 Purchase Purchase Purchase

 Starting At
 American Made

 Porcelain 
 Floor Tiles

 Sugg. Retail $3.99 Sq. Ft.

 Sq. Ft.
 9 9 ¢ 9 9 ¢ 9 9 ¢  §

 1st Quality
 12” x 12” Floor

 Large Selection Of Colors 
 To Choose From!

 18” X 18” . . . . . . . . $1.29 Sq. Ft.

 2 99 2 99 2 99
 Sugg. Retail $8.99 Sq. Ft.

 Available In 
 Assorted Colors

 Wall
 Glass Tiles

 Sq. Ft.

 §
 Starting At

 70% Off 70% Off 70% Off
 75% Off 75% Off 75% Off

 18” X 18”
 Commercial 

 Vinyl Tiles
 27 Sq. Ft. Per Case  Case 1 4 99 1 4 99 1 4 99

 Blowout! Blowout! Blowout!

 **GINGER MAPLE

 ** **

 **ROPE MERLOT

 All
 Wood

 Free
 In Home  Measuring

  Inquire About Our 1 Year Financing To Help  Inquire About Our 1 Year Financing To Help 
  Get Your Life In Order Now!* Get Your Life In Order Now!*

 *Subject To Credit Approval *Subject To Credit Approval
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Answers in Classifi ed Section

THEME: ANIMAL WORLD

ACROSS

1. Girder that looks like a letter

6. *Largest North American deer

9. *Methane release by a cow

13. ___-__-la

14. Actress ___ Thompson

15. Ranee’s wrap

16. Luxurious sheet fabric

17. Opposite of guzzle

18. Donor’s loss

19. *Cause of African Sleeping Sickness

21. *Dangerous delicacy

23. Nada

24. Rented on the links

25. Distant

28. Fountain order

30. Like body temperature of 98.6∞
35. Month of Purim

37. Barber’s supply

39. A Judd

40. Rounded elevation

41. Member of the lowest Hindu caste

43. “Goodbye” to Sophia Loren

44. Fat cat in the Orient

46. Toot one’s horn

47. Julia Robert’s character

48. Bad blood

50. Bassoon cousin

52. Ensign, for short

53. Student aid

55. Grandmother, for short

57. *Dian Fossey’s domain

60. “Bob Dylan’s words, e.g.

63. Indian coin

64. Austin Powers, e.g.

66. Inhabitants of Thailand

68. Poker stakes

69. Across, in verse

70. *It opens wide

71. ____ lighting

72. Country song “Harper Valley ___”

73. Walk through mud

DOWN

1. “___ alive!”

2. Babysitter’s nightmare

3. Chow or grub

4. Sci-fi classic

5. *Praying insect

6. “... or ____!”

7. “Fantasy Island” prop

8. 10th letter of Greek alphabet

9. Throw up

10. Encourage

11. Infantry’s last rows, e.g.

12. Mont Blanc, e.g.

15. “____ __ crime”

20. One-armed bandits

22. Big coffee server

24. Used for boiling

25. *Animal life of particular period

26. Don Draper of “Mad Men”, e.g.

27. Teacher of Torah

29. Slap on

31. Preakness, e.g.

32. Wavelike design

33. At full speed

34. *Tsavo man-eaters

36. One of “Clue” clues

38. Mr. Eugene Krabs, e.g.

42. “The _____ of defeat”

45. Protrudes outwards

49. Sun in Mexico

51. 3rd rock from the sun, pl.

54. *He used animals to demonstrate 

morals

56. Root of nihilism

57. Ellen Page’s 2007 role

58. Plotting

59. Financial aid criterion

60. Vega’s constellation

61. Al Capone, e.g.

62. Plural of #17 Across

63. Ewe’s mate

65. *Not a wild one

67. Fifth note

CROSSWORD BY STATEPOINT MEDIA, INC.

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

Go to www.CaribbeanLifeNews.com for the 
latest in Caribbean news, entertainment, sports, 

business, viewpoints and more.

GET 
Connected.
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Ross & Hill, Esqs.
16 Court Street, 35th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11241

(1-718-855-2324)
* P r i o r  r e s u l t s  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  a  s i m i l a r  o u t c o m e  -  e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  a t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  c a s e

William C. Thompson
Ret. Justice Supreme Court

Appellate Division Of Counsel
To the Firm

James Ross                                           Arthur Hill

You May Be Entitled To Money Damages

We have Recovered Millions
of Dollars for Our Clients*

Have You Been In An

Accident?
Construction Accidents

FREE
Consultation

NO FEE
Unless Successful

$ $
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Frederick “Toots” Hibbert, 
lead singer of the acclaimed 
reggae group Toots & the 
Maytals recently received 
his second and most dis-
tinguished national honor 
when the prime minister of 
his birth-land presented him 
with the Order of Jamaica 
during a ceremony held on 
National Heroes Day.

It is the fifth of the six 
ranks in the Jamaica honors 
system.

“Membership in the 
Order can be conferred to 
any Jamaican citizen of out-
standing distinction. Hon-
orary membership in the 
Order can be conferred to 
any distinguishing citizen 
of a country other than 
Jamaica.”

Members and Honorary 
Members are entitled to:

• wear the Insignia 
of the Order as a decoration

• be styled “Honor-
able”

• use the post nomi-
nal letters “OJ” 

The four-time Grammy 
nominee received the high 
honor during a nationally 

broadcast ceremony from 
the lawns of Kings House, 
the official residence of 
Jamaica’s Governor-General 
Sir Patrick Allen. Presided 
by the island’s PM Portia 
Simpson-Miller, the annual 
tribute to declared heroes 
also enables those honored 
to freely add the word ‘hon-
orable’ to their name.

For Hibbert, the honor 
also places the singer as 
a member of an exclusive 
club, which includes his 
musical peers Bob Mar-
ley, Peter Tosh, Jimmy Cliff 
and Island Records founder 
Chris Blackwell.

Hibbert previously 
received the Order of Dis-
tinction (OD), the sixth 
highest national honor, 
which is “conferred upon 
citizens of Jamaica who 
have rendered outstanding 
and important service to 

Jamaica, or to distinguished 
citizens of a country other 
than Jamaica.”

The singer won the music 
industry’s highest honor in 
2005 – a Grammy in the 
Best Reggae album category 
– for his release of “True 
Love.”

His current album, 
“Unplugged on Strawberry 
Hill” introduces his first ever 
acoustic renderings of his 
hits which include:“Sweet 
and Dandy,” ”Monkey Man,” 
“Time Tough,” “Bam Bam,” 
“54-46,” “Pressure Drop” 
and “Do the Reggae” - the 
1968 single widely credit-
ed with coining the name 
of Jamaica’s most popular 
genre.

The CD/DVD release is 
allegedly in contention for 
a Grammy nomination this 
year. 

The package compiles 

video footage of the film-
ing of his historic recording 
session along with the first 
ever official documentary 
on his life entitled: “Reggae 
Got Soul: The Story of Toots 
& the Maytals.”

The performing and 
recording group is slated to 
embark on a 20-city U.S. 
tour this month.

SUPER-STARS 
“WILL ALWAYS 
LOVE” WHITNEY

A galaxy of stars will pay 
tribute to one of the enter-
tainment industry’s biggest 
star when CBS-TV airs “We 
Will Always Love You: A 
Grammy Salute to Whitney 
Houston.”

Jennifer Hudson, Brit-

ney Spears, LL Cool J, Halle 
Berry, Taraji P. Henson, 
Usher, CeCe Winans, Celine 
Dion and Yolanda Adams 
will perform during a one-
hour special in celebration 
of the life and artistry of the 
talented superstar.

The Nov. 16 tribute will 
include interviews and per-
formances from various 
artists paying homage to 
the six-time Grammy win-
ner. 

Taped last month at the 
Nokia Theater in Los Ange-
les, California, celebrities 
packed the venue to pay 
tribute to the talent.

“She inspired a gen-
eration of little girls and 
women to believe in their 
own dream and to know 
that they had within them-
selves the greatest gift of 
all,” Berry said.

“I was one of those lit-
tle girls who then became 
a woman who never ever, 
ever, stopped loving Whit-
ney Houston.” The Academy 
Award winner added.

Catch You On The 
Inside!

Inside Life
By Vinette K. Pryce

Prime Minister Portia Simpson-Miller (left) receives 
“Reggae Got Soul” documentary and “Unplugged at 
Strawberry Hill” cd from the Hon. Frederick “Toots” 
Hibbert, OJ at Kings House. Jamaica.

Hon. Toots now in order for Jamaica reggae talent
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Happy 90th birthday Ruby 
Dee! The legendary Ruby 
Dee will be honored on Nov. 
14, 2012, at the Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black 
Culture, during a screen-
ing of “Life’s Essentials with 
Ruby Dee,” from 6:00 to 
8:30 p.m. In the life story 
documentary, Ossie Davis 
& Ruby Dee’s legacy lives 
on in their grandson’s quest 
for the secrets to love, art, 
and activism. A 30-minute 
excerpt of the film will be 
premiered. 

A prestigious group of 
celebrities, activists, and 

community leaders will be 
on hand for the premiere of 
an excerpt of Life’s Essen-
tials with Ruby Dee, which 
her grandson, Muta’Ali, is 
dedicating to her. 

Ambassador Andrew 
Young, honorary chair of the 
birthday celebration touched 
on the significance of the 
documentary, “I must com-
mend Muta’Ali. As I watched 
the trailer this summer, I 
knew I was watching some-
thing special which bonded 
heritage and history into a 
moment in time.” Ambassa 

By Chudi Chukwudi
An impressive roster of 

top-tier Caribbean come-
dy talent will continue the 
tradition established sev-
eral years ago of rolling out 
a major fall comedy treat in 
Brooklyn, when the Kings 
of Caribbean Comedy pres-
entation kicks off Friday 
evening, Nov. 16 at Tropical 
Paradise Ballroom. Show 
time is 9:00 p.m; doors 
open at 7:00 p.m.   

The stellar lineup of 
comedy headliners, drawn 
from Barbados, Grenada 
and Trinidad and Tobago, 
who are booked to appear 
in the evening of non-stop 
humor includes Tommy 
Joseph, Trevor Eastmond, 
Louie Antoine, Spranga-
lang, Fatman George, Wen-
dell Etienne and Cyclops. 
The cast of veterans -- who 
cumulatively have racked 
up decades of  performanc-
es as premier attractions 
in standup, skits, emceeing 
and other roles – will, in 
the upcoming revue, bring 
their standout abilities to a 

revised format that allows 
them enhanced perform-
ance  time to keep the audi-
ence in stitches. The show 
will mark the first appear-
ance in the fall comedy 
showcase for the diminu-
tive crowd pleaser Cyclops. 
Steelpan virtuoso Dane Gul-
ston adds a touch of vari-

By Kingsley Dougan
Opera Ebony, America’s longest 

running African American Opera 
Company, kicks off its 40th Anni-
versary Season with a musical mon-
tage of “Sass’ N Class” on Friday, 
Nov. 16, 2012 at 7:00 p.m., at Aaron 
Davis Hall, City College of New York 

(Convent Avenue and West 135th 
St. on City College campus) New 
York.  “Sass’ N Class” is a musical 
production originally conceived and 
directed by Opera Ebony founder 
and music director, Wayne Sanders. 
The seven-year-old piece will cele-
brate America’s best popular music, 

performed by the Opera Ebony cast 
adapting jazz, pop and classical 
music. Pieces from Duke Ellington, 
Jerome Kern, Ira Gershwin and Cole 
Porter will be performed.  

The production will be directed by 
Music Director Wayne Sanders and 

SASS’ N SASS’ N 
CLASSCLASS

Opera Ebony kicks off its 40th Anniversary Season

Ruby Dee to
be honored

Caribbean comedy

Continued on Page 24

Continued on Page 24

Continued on Page 24

Opera Ebony singer Karen Parks.

Comedian Cyclops.
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features sopranos, Tonya Canady, Angela 
Owens, Karen Parks; mezzo-soprano, 
Martine Bhowan; tenors, K’idar Miller, 
Richard, Montgomery, David Whitley; 
baritones, Darryl Jordan, Marvin Lowe, 
Anthony Turner and bass baritone, Dav-
one Tines.  

“Opera Ebony’s rich history of innova-
tive and historic productions has been a 
part of  New York City’s music scene for 
40 years, states Managing Director Gre-
gory Sheppard. I am privileged to serve 
an arts institution that has such a strong 
and vibrant presence in a city with rich 
and diverse cultural roots.”

For more information and ticket sales 
visit: www.adhatccny.org or call Aaron 
Davis Hall Box office at 212.650.6900.

Opera Ebony performs “Sass’ 
N Class” Information: 

 Performed by: 
Sopranos: Tonya Canady, Angela 

Owens, Karen Parks; Mezzo-soprano: 
Martine Bhowan; Tenors: K’idar Miller, 
Richard, Montgomery, David Whitley; 
Baritones: Darryl Jordan, Marvin Lowe, 
Anthony Turner; Bass baritone: Davone 
Tines.

Song Selection: 
“Aunt Hagar’s Children’s Blues” by 

W. C. Handy; Joe Turner’s Blues by W. 
C. Handy; “Dat’s Love” by George Bizet; 
“Slap Dat Bass” by George and Ira Ger-
shwin; “Squeeze Me” by Fats Waller; 
“Brown Skin Baby Mine” by Will Marion 
Cook; “Happiness is a Thing Called Joe” 
by Harold Arlan and “What It Takes to 
Make You Love Me” by James E. Europe.

Directions: 
Bus: M11, M18, M100 or M101 to 

135th Street 
Subway: 1 to 137th Street; A, C or D 

to 145th Street 
Driving: Free parking at West 133rd 

Street & Convent Avenue or parking on 
the street .

About Opera Ebony: Opera Ebony is 
the longest-operating African-American 
Opera company in the United States. 
It performs operas from the standard 
European repertoire in addition to newly 
commissioned works that engage with 
African-American history. Founded 
in 1973, the company has served as a 
professional platform for thousands of 
American artists, administrators and the 
technical staff who help them to refine 
their talent and perfect their craft. In 
New York City, Opera Ebony has per-
formed at Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Bea-
con Theatre, and the Manhattan Center. 
The company has partnered with several 
major international orchestras, opera 
companies, and music festivals, includ-
ing the Icelandic Symphony Orchestra, 
the Finnish National Opera, the Estonia 
Philharmonic, and the Savonlinna Music 
Festival.

dor Young is joined by Latonya 
Jackson, Samuel L. Jackson, 
Angela Bassett and Courtney 
Vance as Honorary Chairs.

Ruby Dee has played many 
roles and earned numerous 
awards for her stellar work on 
stage and screen, as she and 
Ossie both helped pave the way 
for generations of young black 
actors, filmmakers, and activ-
ists. For more than five dec-
ades, Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee 
had distinguished careers as 
actors, activists, playwrights, 
directors and of course, as hus-
band and wife. Their massive 
body of work spans more than 
half a century and includes the 
receipt of the National Medal of 
Arts, Kennedy Center Honors, 
a Grammy Award, an Emmy 
Award, the Marian Anderson 
Award, and an Academy Award 
nomination.

Today, Ruby Dee is an iconic 
legend who is still impacting 
the world. After watching Life’s 
Essentials with Ruby Dee, you 
may be tempted to affection-
ately refer to her as simply, 
“GramRuby.”

Ms. Dee shares, “My heart 
is with the Life’s Essentials 
project. I feel overwhelmed 
and delighted by the thought 
of a film devoted to the love 
of Ossie and me; our work in 
the arts and our work in the 
struggle. Life’s Essentials is an 
example of how one generation 
gives to the other, reaches back 
and pulls up. It is a celebration 
of families everywhere....”

Recognizing the importance 
of the film, this screening is a 
first in a series of Life’s Essen-
tials screenings supported by 
AARP this fall. The event is 

made possible through the 
generous support of Billye and 
Hank Aaron, AARP, as well as 
1199 SEIU, Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority Incorporated, Camille 
and Bill Cosby and the Carol 
Sutton Lewis and William M. 

Lewis, Jr. Charitable Founda-
tion. The feature release of 
“Life’s Essentials with Ruby 
Dee” is scheduled for 2013.

Find out more about Life’s 
Essentials with Ruby Dee at 
RubyDeeStory.com

TOP 10 
SINGLES

1

2
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9
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TOP 10 
ALBUMS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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Red
Taylor Swift                                                     

good kid, m.A.A.d city
Kendrick Lamar                                                                                

The Heist
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis                          

Pitch Perfect
Soundtrack    

The Lumineers
The Lumineers                                                                                                                

House Of Gold & Bones
Stone Sour                

Until Now
Swedish House Mafi a                                                                                                                     

Blak And Blu
Gary Clark, Jr.                                     

Babel
Mumford & Sons     

Night Train
Jason Aldean                                     

One More Night
Maroon 5

As Long As You Love Me
Justin Bieber Feat. Big Sean

Some Nights
Fun.

We are Never Ever Getting...
Taylor Swift

Too Close
Alex Clare

Let Me Love You
Ne-Yo

Blow Me (One Last Kiss)
Pink

Don’t Wake Me Up
Chris Brown

Diamonds
Rihanna

Adorn
Miguel

Continued from previous page

Opera Ebony

ety to the evening; also aboard 
doing emcee duty is Wassy.     

The tradition of a fall com-
edy revue in Brooklyn was 
begun 11 years ago. Leading 
comedy acts from throughout 
the Caribbean have been fea-
tured.    

Ensuring a diversified com-
edy menu, this year’s version 
runs the gamut from the sharp 
standup wit of Trevor East-
mond and Fatman George, to 

the offbeat storytelling obser-
vations of Sprangalang, to the 
side-splitting skit characteriza-
tions of Louie Antoine and Wen-
dell Etienne, to the memorable 
punch lines in Tommy Joseph’s 
wisecracking turns.

Joseph, a long-time fan 
favorite, said: “I always get a 
great vibe from the New York 
audience. I’ve done so many 
performances there and always 
look forward to the next one 
that’s coming up.”       

Continued from previous page

Caribbean comedy

Comedian Tommy Joseph.

Continued from previous page

Star studded screening in celebration 
of Ruby Dee’s 90th birthday

Actress Ruby Dee attends the world premiere of “American 
Gangster” at the Apollo Theater in New York.   
 AP Photo/Evan Agostini
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28 Hotel Rooms (Unrat-
ed) Infidelity drama about 
a novelist  from New York 
City (Chris Messina) and 
an accountant from Seat-
tle (Marin Ireland) already 
in committed relationships 
who continue to rendez-
vous after sharing a steamy, 
one-night stand. 

Café de Flore (Unrated) 
Double-stranded medita-
tion on love, one, set in 
present-day Montreal, the 
other, in Paris in the Six-
ties. The former revolves 
around a DJ (Kevin Parent) 
torn between a girlfriend 
(Evelyne Brochu) and his 
ex-wife (Helene Florent), 
while the latter is about 
an overprotective single-
mom’s (Vanessa Paradis) 
devotion to a son with Down 
Syndrome (Marin Gerrier). 
With Alice Dubois, Michel 
Dumont and Linda Smith. 
(In French with subtitles)

Chasing Ice (Unrated) 
National Geographic eco-
documentary chronicling 
convincing evidence of cli-
mate change courtesy of 
shocking, time-lapse pho-
tography which compresses 
years into seconds. 

The Comedy (Unrated) 
Droll drama about an aging 
prankster (Tim Heidecker 

who continues to get his 
kicks teasing passersby on 
the streets of Brooklyn with 
his buddies after inheriting 
a sizable estate from his 
late father. With Eric Ware-
ham, James Murphy and 
Gregg Turkington. 

Coming Up Roses (Unrat-
ed) Dysfunctional family 
drama about a broke and 
depressed former Broadway 
diva (Bernadette Peters) 
who is forced to face reality 
when she and a 15 year-old 
daughter (Rachel Brosna-
han) are turned away at the 
wedding of her elder daugh-
ter (Shannon Esper). With 
Peter Friedman, Rachel de 
Courcy and Michael Anzal-
one.

Dangerous Liaisons 
(Unrted) Romance drama, 
set in Shanghai, about a 
jealous woman (Cecilia 
Cheung) who dares her 
millionaire playboy ex-
boyfriend (Dong-gun Jang) 
to seduce and abandon a 
widow (Ziyi Zhang) new to 
town, only to have the ploy 

backfire when the two fall 
in love. With Shawn Dou, 
Lisa Lu and Dan Tong Han. 
(In Mandarin with subti-
tles)

In Another Country 
(Unrated) Three discrete 
tales, each featuring  Isa-
belle Huppert in different 
situations as a tourist in 
Korea: looking for a light-
house, losing an umbrella 
and falling in love. With 
Kwon Hye Hyo, Jung Yu Mi 
and So-ri Moon. (In Korean 
and English with subtitles)

Luv (Unrated) Fact-based 
drama, set in Baltimore, 
about a  day-in-the-life of 
an abandoned 11 year-old 
(Michael Rainey, Jr.) who 
becomes embroiled in an 
escalating series of events 
leading to a triple-homi-
cide while hanging with 
his recently-paroled uncle 
(Common) haunted by a 
criminal past. Cast includes 
Meagan Good, Dennis 
Haysbert, Danny Glover, 
Lonette Mckee and Charles 
S.Dutton. 

By Kam Williams
Each new James Bond film is 

fated to be compared to all the 
prior installments of the endur-
ing espionage franchise. Directed 
by Academy Award-winner Sam 
Mendes (for American Beauty), 
“Skyfall” earns high grades in 
that regard, as it pales in the eyes 
of this purist only in relation to 
the standard-setting classics star-
ring Sean Connery.

Daniel Craig returns for a third 
go-round of savoir faire and der-
ring-do as the legendary, Brit-

ish secret agent with “a license 
to kill” in order to match wits 
with a maniacal madman played 
by Oscar-winner Javier Bardem 
(for No Country for Old Men). 
Besides the obligatory villain bent 
on world domination, this 007 
adventure arrives complete with 
such series trademarks as witty 
repartee, a bevy of Bond girls 
(most notably Naomie Harris and 
Berenice Marlohe), exotic locales 
and a memorable title song (by 
Adele) oozing the requisite com-
bination of danger and sensuality. 

The movie wastes little time 
launching into high gear, opening 
with a daredevil motorcycle chase 
across roofs high above Istanbul’s 
Grand Bazaar, leading to an even 
more eye-popping stunt atop a 
careening freight train approach-
ing the proverbial mountain tun-
nel. The incident ends with a 
breathtaking, last-second plunge 
into a river that ostensibly claims 
Bond’s life.

Back at MI6 headquarters, 

responsibility for the tragedy is 
ultimately placed squarely on the 
shoulders of M (Dame Judi Dench) 

for failing to find the double-agent 
in the ranks. Still, she refuses 
to turn in her resignation when 

called on the carpet by her una-
mused boss (Ralph Fiennes). 

Of course, 007 isn’t really dead, 
and he soon resurfaces to embark 
with M’s blessing on a revenge-
fueled, name-clearing, interna-

tional manhunt with ports-of-call 
in Macau and Shanghai en route 
to a spectacular showdown on an 
ancestral family estate in Scot-
land. What makes the roller coast-
er ride so much fun is a plethora 
of surprising plot twists it would 
be a crime to spoil.

Just brace yourself for the best 
Bond episode in ages, thanks to 
Daniel Craig’s coming of age to 
make the role his own. 

“Skyfall”
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for profanity, 
sexuality, smoking, vio-
lence and intense action 
sequences. 
Running time: 
143 Minutes
Studio: Columbia Pictures

Go to www.Caribbeanlifenews.com for the latest in Caribbean news, 
entertainment, sports, business, viewpoints and more.

Kam’s Kapsules
By Kam Williams

Daniel Craig as  James Bond in “Skyfall.” 

Independent & Foreign Films

007 returns for riveting roller coaster ride

WEDDING BANQUETS
and all

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
Featurin

gBrand New
Caribbean Menu

Let Us Create
The Perfect Wedding

For You
At Affordable Prices

DISTINCTIVE CATERING

252-4614
SERVING BROOKLYN FOR OVER 55 YEARS

VALET PARKING

5313 AVE. N Bklyn

(Between E. 53rd & E. 54th St.)

Brace yourself for the 
best Bond episode in 
ages, thanks to Daniel 
Craig’s coming of age 
to make the role his 

own. 
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Everything for Your Heating Season!

718-625-7924 (fax) - 718-232-9405 (fax)
718-875-2089 - 718-837-3077

Two Convenient Brooklyn Locations!
284 4TH Ave. 8015 New Utrecht Ave.

WWW.4THAVEBURNER.COM

Serving the 

community for over 

30 years!

Goldstone General Construction

Residential, Commercial, Industrial
Emergency Service 24/7

FREE 
Estimate 

& Inspection

Goldstone
General
Construction
Corp.

LIC#1161381

Homeowners know no home is perfect. 
The notion of a dream house is nice, 
but every home eventually experiences 
a problem or two. Many problems are 
bound to occur sooner or later, but there 
are a few issues that can be prevented.

One of those preventable problems 

is fl ooding. Any home with fl oor drains 
or plumbing fi xtures below street level 
can fl ood, and this can be due to inclement 
weather, sewer system backup, or ground-
water swelling. Flooding can even occur 
in the spring when melting occurs. Here’s 
how you can fl ood proof your home:

• Do some preventive landscaping. 
If the ground around the home’s founda-
tion slopes toward the house, make some 
grading changes so that the ground slopes 
away.

• Insulate the heating ducts. Some 
home heating ducts are under the base-
ment fl oor. In such homes, you should 
make sure these ducts are properly insu-
lated and watertight.

• Make sure the vents all lead out-

side of the home. The weather can cause 
moisture issues, but some moisture prob-
lems can come from inside of the home 
as well. Clothes dryers and bathrooms 
are both internal moisture sources, and 
these should always be vented outside of 

the home.
• Clean gutters and downspouts. 

Gutters and downspouts should be 
cleaned to ensure water is effectively be-
ing diverted away from the home. Clean 
them in the spring, and do so again in the 
fall to keep leaves from blocking the fl ow 
of water. Downspouts should extend four 
feet from the outside wall of the house.

• Inspect the home at least once 

a year. Home inspections should not 
stop once buyers sign on the dotted line. 
Inspect the foundation for cracks once a 
year. If there is a chimney and fi replace, 
check for cracks there as well. If any are 
discovered, consult a professional im-
mediately.

• Clean out basement drains. Base-
ment drains should be cleaned annually 
from the house to the street. If the drains 
are still slow after cleaning, then clean 
them more than once a year.

• When leaving the home for an ex-

tended period of time, turn the water 

valve off. Homeowners worried about 
fl ooding can calm those fears when going 
on vacation or another long trip by turn 
the water valve off at the source. This 
ensures that, should a line break while 
no one is home, water will not pump into 
the house.

How to fl ood proof your home
Quick Fix Guide

Home Improvement and Auto Repair Specialists

3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy.
Brooklyn, NY
(10 blocks West of Coney Island Ave.)

A & C
Home Remodeling 

& Repairs

718–986–4035
Call 

STORM DAMAGE? 
Lic. #0927159

FREE Estimates 
Lic. & Bonded
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STATEN ISLAND SHOWROOM
1207 HYLAN BLVD.
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BROOKLYN FACTORY & SHOWROOM LOCATION
2200 McDONALD AVE. 

���������������

���������
����	��������������������������������	����������WWW.FIBERAMA.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS • LATE THURS. TILL 8PM • SUN. 10AM-3PM OPEN 7 DAYS • LATE THURS. TILL 7:30PM

Take The Fiberama Challenge...

WAS YOUR 
HOME DAMAGED 
IN THE STORM?
WE CAN HELP...

Bring In Your Strongest Family Member To Hit 
Our Zorox™  With A Hammer As Hard 
As They Can! If They Break It, You Get A

FREE AWNING!

MODEL DE-70  
STANDARD SIZE ONLY

GREATER NORTHEASTERN
INSULATED

STEEL ENTRY 
DOORS

HOME GUARD STEEL
SECURITY
DOORS

$56900����

INSTALLED

$59900����

INSTALLED

WOOD LOOK AND FIBERGLASS
ADDITIONAL. STEEL FRAME GOES 

INTO EXISTING WOOD FRAME

DOOR INCLUDES:
WOOD JAM • LOCKS • PRIMED      

MAGNETIC WEATHER STRIP
NEW ALUMINUM SADDLE

DOOR INCLUDES:
LOCKS • STEEL FRAME 

TEMPERED GLASS & TOP SCREEN

CUSTOM
SIZES

AVAILABLE

Hundreds of Styles to Choose From!

MODEL A-1 IN BLACK
32” X 36” X 80”

OTHER STYLES & COLORS AVAILABLE • ASK ABOUT
OUR COMPLETE LINE OF STORM DOORS

CUSTOM SIZES AVAILABLE

$1000

INSTALLED, CAPPED, MOLDED AND DEBRIS REMOVAL
UP TO 100 U.I.’S - MINIMUM 5 WINDOWS

INTRODUCING 
OUR EXCLUSIVE

SUPREMACY
WINDOWS

PROTECT YOUR 
FAMILY
FREE
LEAD TEST
ANALYSIS

FEATURING:
• LOW-E-PLUS
• ARGON/KRYPTONGAS
• FOAM FILLED FRAME

ALSO AVAILABLE DISTINCTIVE BAY & BOW WINDOWS

YOU PAY

Less Factory
Buy Back Incentive

�������	
�������
���������
����
����������
�
�������

$28900
Each

$27900
Each

Each

����

����

NO SUBCONTRACTORS... WE USE
OUR OWN FACTORY TRAINED

INSTALLERS!
ALL NEW

 

ARTWORK AWNINGS
AVAILABLE NOW

IN CHOICE OF COLORS

Brass & Chrome Trim Available

NEW 2012 MODELS ON DISPLAY!

• OVER 100 DIFFERENT STYLES, 
   86 COLORS
• EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF 3 
  DIMENSIONAL ARTWORK AWNING 
  SKIRTS!

• CLEAR OR SMOKED UNBREAKABLE ZOROX 
•  ALUMINUM
•  EXCLUSIVE STAINED ARTWORK TRIM 
   AVAILABLE ON ALL CLEAR ZOROX
   AWNINGS

NEW CLEAR PATIO
ZOROX  AWNINGS™

Fiberama
MANUFACTURING COMPANY

WE ALSO MANUFACTURE AND INSTALL:
• CUSTOM SCREEN
   & GLASS ENCLOSURES
• STEEL SECURITY DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS & IRON RAILINGS

Authorized Dealer

Retractable
Awnings

of

����������

A
Rating
from BBB

+����������
55
�����

10 YEAR
WARRANTY

On All Our
AMERICAN MADE

PRODUCTS

�����

������
�	

���"�����

FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES & CLEAN-UP SERVICE
WE REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES DAMAGED AWNINGS!
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BAYSIDE VOLKSWAGEN

ALL OFFERS: ALL FEES PAID FOR BY CONSUMER. SUBJECT TO VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. PLUS TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND DEALER FEES. LESSEES RESPONSIBLE FOR FEES ASSOCIATED WITH EXCESS MILEAGE/WEAR/TEAR AT LEASE END. SPECIAL 
OFFERS MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER/DISCOUNT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE/TERMINATION WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR FULL DETAILS. EXPIRES 11/30/12.

(866) 483-8441208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. 
BAYSIDE,  NY  11361  
BAYSIDEVW.COM

2013 CC Sport

2013 CC Sport
2013 Passat S

2012 Beetle 2.5L2013 Jetta S

MSRP: $33,000 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106469 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $13,079, Residual: $16,617.

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

$319*

$15,9992010 CC SPORT: Stk# U9562. 
Auto, leather seats, power seats, windows, locks, 
alloy wheels, bluetooth, abs. $1,999 down.

$11,9992009 VW PASSAT KOMFORT: 
STK# U9561. Auto, leather seats, power seats, 
windows, locks, alloy wheels, abs.  $1,999 down.

*

*

$10,999
2009 VW JETTA: Stk# U9514L. 
Auto, leather seats, power sunroof, power seats, 
locks, window, bluetooth, ABS. $1,999 down.

*

2010 VW TIGUAN 4MOTION: 
STK# U93911T. Auto, AWD, abs, bluetooth, 
power windows, locks am/fm cd. $1,999 down. $17,999*

MSRP: $17,740 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106467 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $7,749, Residual: $9,609. 

2013 Jetta S

$189
PER  MONTH

LEASE FOR

Requires dealer contribution of $1,016.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

*

2013 Beetle 2.5L

MSRP: $21,665 
42 month lease term. Automatic. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106470 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $11,439, Residual: $11,262. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$279

Requires dealer contribution of $316.80, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction. 

*

2013 Passat S

MSRP: $21,640 
42 month lease term. Manual 5 Spd. 

12k miles/year, Stk # 106468 
$0 Down, $0 1st Month Pymt, 

$0 Security Deposit, $0 Due at Signing
TT Pymnts: $8,979, Residual: $12,932. 

LEASE FOR

PER  MONTH

*$219* *

Requires dealer contribution of $2,712.87, 
which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

Requires dealer contribution of $3,520, 
 which could affect fi nal negotiated  transaction.

PLUS CHECKOUT OUR CERTIFIED USED CARS!

VIEW OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY ONLINE: 
BAYSIDEVW.COM
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By Azad Ali
Sprint champion Usain Bolt is among 

three Jamaicans shortlisted for the 2012 
IAAF World Athlete of the Year award.

The Back-to-back Olympic double sprint 
champion and world record holder is now 
on course to become the first man to win 
the prestigious award on four occasions.

Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce and Yohan Blake 
are the other Jamaicans among the 20 male 
and female candidates named by the IAAF.

Pryce successfully defended her l00m 
title at the London 2012 Olympics and fin-
ished second in the 200m.

Blake is a double Olympic silver medalist 
and a recipient of last year’s Performance of 
the Year award.

Selected members of the international 
press and officials from the IAAF will help 
to choose three male and female finalists 
from the short list.

However, the Council of the Interna-
tional Athletics Foundation makes the final 
selection of male and female Athlete of the 
Year at a special ceremony in Barcelona, 
Spain, during the IAAF’s centenary celebra-
tions on Nov. 24.

Bolt, who was the award in 2008, 2009 
and again last year, was again in dominat-

By Robert Elkin
The college basketball season has been 

slowed down by the recent Hurricane 
Sandy, which affected thousands of people 
one way or another. People were evacuated 
from their home. In sports, it even post-
poned the New York City Marathon, which 
affected so many runners who trained hard 
for the meet. The marathoners practiced for 
months under miserable weather conditions 
for a marathon, which just didn’t happen. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg put a halt to 
this one, there were some negative reac-
tions to the decision.

Before and even during practice time 
for the hoopsters, the cagers and coaches 
made preparations for press conferences 

By Patrick Horne
The MLS play-offs got under way last 

weekend and the old adage that the play-
offs are a different and new season holds 
true, based on the outcomes so far. Teams 
that did well in the regular season aren’t 

guaranteed continued success in the ‘new 
season’ and this was evident. Conversely, 
teams that struggle to get into the play-offs 
realize their new lease on life and seem to 
come into their own and develop a positive 
momentum, which is clear in the case of 

the Houston Dynamo.
Houston embodies the play-off adage. 

The Dynamo, which backed into the play-
offs when it managed to capture the last 
and fifth-place berth in the Eastern Con-

 FOR MORE SPORTS, GO TO CARIBBEANLIFENEWS.COM/SPORTS

SPORTS

Houston rides victory wave at home

Poole battles 
for starting role

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30

NEWNEW
MLSMLS
SERIESSERIES

San Jose Earthquakes defender Victor Bernardez, left, of Honduras, defends against Los Angeles Galaxy midfi elder 
Landon Donovan from attacking with the ball during the second half of their MLS playoff soccer match, Sunday, Nov. 4, 
2012, in Carson, Calif. San Jose won 1-0.  AP Photo/Alex Gallardo

Bolt shortlisted 
for world award
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ference, seems to be peak-
ing in this new season and 
playing its best soccer now. 
It had to travel to fourth-
place Chicago, which had one 
of its best seasons since its 
early years from 1996-2000 
and was in second place in 
the East throughout most of 
the season, but the Dynamo 
stopped the favorites at home 
with a 1-0 victoary a week ago 
last Thursday.  

Houston rode the vic-
tory wave back home and 
regrouped for the home-and-
away Eastern Conference sem-
ifinal series against another 
highly favored team in Con-
ference champion Sporting 
Kansas City, which sat atop 
the Conference throughout 
the season. Houston was a 
bad host to Sporting when it 
ran out 2-0 winners against 
the favorites.  The Dynamo, 
with its new stadium adorned 
in the team’s orange colors as 
reflected in the stadium seats 
and in a host of other team 
memorabilia, shut down the 
high-powered Kansas City 
team.  Houston controlled 
the midfield on its way to a 
convincing victory in front of 
a sell-out home crowd. 

Adam Moffat’s first-half 
strike from about 30 yards, 
and Will Bruin’s second-
half tap-in late in the game 
were the difference.  Hou-
ston’s post-season momen-
tum, only two games old, is 
just beginning to rev up and 
was expected to be still rev-
ving when the orange-clad 
machine arrived in Kansas 

City last Wednesday for the 
return match. The two-game 
series in the MLS play-offs 
is won by the teams which 
score the most goals. 

In the other Eastern Con-
ference semifinal, second-
place DC United had the 
opportunity to set back the 
New York Red Bulls when 
it was granted the opportu-
nity to host the first game 
because of Hurricane Sandy’s 
damage to Red Bull Arena. 
The host failed to grab the 
bull by the horns when for-
ward Chris Pontius missed 
a first half penalty kick that 
would have put DC United 
ahead early in the game; and 
although an own goal by 
defender Roy Miller gave DC 
the lead in the second half, 
the host failed to expand on 
it, instead, DC United goal-
keeper Bill Hamid’s mistake 
gave New York a 1-1 tie. 

So here again, second-
place DC United, who enjoyed 
its best season since its early 
years in the late 1990s when 
it won two MLS Cup, was 
stymied by the Red Bulls, an 
inconsistent team in the reg-
ular season which bounced 
around the standings sitting 
in third, fourth and at times 
fifth place for most of the 
year. New York was handed 
a life line in this new season 
as it was expected to over-
come DC United at home last 
Wednesday, Nov. 7, in Red 
Bull Arena.  

In the Western Conference, 
the defending MLS champi-
on Los Angeles Galaxy is in 
danger of being stripped of 

the title. The Galaxy’s late 
surge overcame a 1-0 deficit 
to emerge 2-1 winners over 
the Vancouver Whitecaps in 
the Conference one-off, play-
in game: an equalizer by Mike 
Magee and a Landon Dono-
van winner from the penalty 
spot did the trick.  

In the first leg of the two-
game semi-final against Con-
ference leader San Jose Earth-
quakes, the Galaxy fought 
hard at home in Home Depot 
Center, but came up short 
when Earthquakes defender 
Victor Bernardez’s 31-yard 
free kick in stoppage time 
made the 1-0 difference. Now 
the Galaxy must travel to San 
Jose and win by two goals to 
have a chance to retain its 
MLS title. The winner meets 
the winner of the other semi-
final winner, either Real Salt 
Lake or the Seattle Sound-
ers, both of which played to 
a goalless draw in their first 
leg semifinal. The Conference 
championships, with second 
leg games on the weekend 
of Nov. 17-18, are also a two-
game affair, but MLS Cup, 
the 2012 championship game 
on Saturday, Dec. 1, is a one-
game contest hosted by the 
higher seeded team of the 
two finalists. 

Caribbean 
Championship

Trinidad and Tobago will 
host Group Six at the Dwight 
Yorke Stadium in Tobago 
in the qualifying semifinal 

round of the 2012 Digicel 
Caribbean Championship, 
beginning Wednesday, Nov. 
14-18, 2012. Trinidad will play 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines on the first day, pre-
ceded by Cuba versus Suri-
name. On the second day, 
Friday, Nov. 16, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines takes on 
Cuba, followed by the host 
versus Suriname. On the 
final day, Sunday, Nov. 18, 
St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines plays Suriname and 
Trinidad and Tobago battle 
against Cuba.

In Group Eight, play will 
be on the same days in Gre-
nada. On the first day, Haiti 
plays Guyana followed by 
Grenada versus French Guy-
ana. On the second day, Haiti 
goes against French Guyana 
and Grenada takes on Guy-
ana. On the final day, Sun-
day, Nov. 18, Guyana plays 
French Guyana and the host 
takes on Haiti. Games are 
scheduled for 5:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. local time each 
day.

The top two finishers from 
each group will qualify for 
the eight-team Caribbean 
Cup finals to be held in Anti-
gua and Barbuda in mid-
December, 2012. The four 
teams that already qualified 
for the finals are hosts Anti-
gua and Barbuda and defend-
ing champion Jamaica; from 
Group Seven, Martinique 
and the Dominican Republic 
advanced.

ing form this season win-
ning the 100m and 200m 
titles at the London Olym-
pics with times of 9.63 and 
19.32 respectively.

He also won the 100m 
title in the lucrative Dia-
mond League circuit and 
anchored Jamaica to a 
world record in the Olympic 
Games 4x100 relays, also in 
London.

Bolt, along with Moroc-

can great Hicham El Guer-
rouj, are the only athletes 
to have won the award on 
three occasions.

Grenada’s first Olympic 
gold medalist, quarter miler 
Kirani James is also in the 
running.

The 20-year-old won 
Grenada’s first Olympic 
medal in London this sum-
mer, topping the Men’s 
400m title in 43.94 sec-
onds, the fastest time for 
the year.

Continued from page 29 

Continued from page 29 

Usain Bolt. AP Photo/Collin Reid

Usain Bolt

Poole battles for starting role

MLS Play-offs

and media days to talk to 
the press about the upcom-
ing season. Various leagues, 
including the very popular 
Big East Conference con-
ducted media sessions at 
various locations, includ-
ing this one circuit at the 
New York Athletic Club, 
which hosted the coaches 
and players who represented 
their teams.

All the coaches were 
present. They brought with 
them the ones who would 
make an impact on the sea-
son. One of the cagers was 
Mike Poole, who enters his 

junior year after playing as 
a reserve coming off the 
bench during his first two 
seasons at Rutgers Universi-
ty, a member of the 15-team 
Big East Conference, which 
keeps growing each  year..

The 6-5 Poole in his third 
year as a member of the 
Scarlet Knights is known 
for his defensive attributes 
and leadership on the court. 
He saw action for almost 22 
minutes a game as a sopho-
more. He became a true 
star in New Jersey and thus 
made t he right choice.

A versatile and athletic 
performer, for he could see 
action as a forward or guard, 

he has a winning mentality 
and  should  see more action 
on the court than  he did 
last year. 

“My game is now solid 
this year,” said Poole, a sixth 
man on the roster for Rut-
gers during his past two 
years. “Now I’m  ready to go 
into the starting rotation.

Poole came to Rutgers 
from St. Benedict’s Prep in 
Newark, New Jersey where 
he was coached by the leg-
endary Danny Hurley for 
three years, His team was 
nationally ranked during a 
period of time the cager‘s 
presence on the court. 

His first year was spent 

at Manhattan’s Rice High 
School, located in the Har-
lem section of the borough. 
Rice has closed its doors. 
After playing at Rice, he 
transferred out and was 
a three-year starter at St. 
Benedict’s. 

Poole could be an out-
standing player and a future 
great one at Rutgers. He 
wants to lead the Scarlet 
Knights to its first winning 
season since 2005-2006.

“My goal is for my team 
to make it to the NCAA 
tournament, and for them 
to have a better season than 
we had last season,” Poole 
said.

Continued from page 29  

Sporting Kansas City’s Jacob Peterson, front, and 
Houston Dynamo’s Corey Ashe work to control the 
ball during an MLS Eastern Conference semifi nal soc-
cer game, Sunday, Nov. 4, 2012, in Houston. 
 AP Photo/Houston Chronicle, Melissa Phillip
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Proper planning and 
unique strategies are vital 
for the West Indies to 
win Test matches. Play-
ers have to come forward 
and demonstrate skillfully 
their talents to benefit the 
team. West Indies middle 
order batsmen need to bet-
ter their performances at 
least 70 percent in order 
for the team to take the 
helm in Test cricket. The 
oppositions will be com-
ing very hard to slow the 
momentum of the West 
Indies. 

It is quite clear that the 
West Indies bowling is very 
strong but their batting is 
still weak in some areas. 
There is no strength in 
the batting line-up below 
number seven and the 
opposition can easily capi-
talize on that weakness. 

Forming 
partnerships 

West Indies batsmen 
must all apply themselves 
in creating partnerships 
to steady their innings in 

order to become success-
ful. 

Marlon Samuels, Shiv-
narine Chanderpaul and 
Darren Bravo must stabi-
lize the middle order and 
produce runs in order for 
the West Indies to boost its 
efforts in getting winning 
totals. Wicket keeper bats-
man Denesh Ramdin has 
to use his experience and 
come out with command-
ing displays. 

The West Indies have 
been down for too long and 
a great boost in confidence 
for winning other things 
such as Test matches is 
needed. West Indies must 
aim to win Test match-
es and take on the top 
teams.

RamPaul, Roach 
and Narine 

Ravi Rampaul, Kemar 

Roach and Sunil Narine 
are the strike bowlers for 
the West Indies and they 
are all frequent wicket tak-
ers. Rampaul has a lik-
ing to pick up early wick-
ets while Roach normally 
cleans up the middle order 
and removes any batsman 
who poses a threat. 

Sunil Narine is in a cat-
egory by himself as one 
of the most attractive and 
steady bowlers world-wide. 
He gains the respect inter-
nationally by his wicket-
taking abilities and style, 
along with appreciable 
variations. 

West Indies chances 
of defeating top teams is 
now possible because of its 
composition, which now 
includes Chris Gayle who 
has gained his respect on 
the international scene. 

Kirk Edwards makes his 

return after failing con-
stantly in England. It is 
hoped that he regains his 
confidence and perform 

well for the West Indies. 
All the West Indies players 
must indulge themselves 
in a professional approach 

for success. 
West Indies could easily 

defeat Bangladesh in the 
upcoming series. 

Eyes on Cricket
By George H. Whyte

West Indies’ Shivnarine Chanderpaul attempts a shot against South Africa during 
their Cricket World Cup Group B match in New Delhi, India.  AP Photo/Gurinder Osan

Planning is key to West Indies winning
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